
Helen Higgins also asked for a special
election. “Filling a vacant council seat by
appointment can easily be construed as a
form of voter suppression,” she said,
“Voting rights are the foundation of
American democracy.”
Pete Baron said, “I think the residents

deserve a right to determine who fills that
seat...Appointment lends itself to crony-
ism, to wheeling and dealing. I think the
residents deserve to have somebody they
elect.”
Library Board President Sean Paden

echoed this sentiment, saying that “there
is a cost to democracy,” but “there’s a
much bigger cost to cronyism. I’d pay the
cost for democracy gladly any time.”
Former City Commissioner Arnel Dino

said, “At the heart of any democracy is the
will of the people…We deserve a council
member who isn’t the product of a back
room deal or cronyism…our neighbors
deserve a transparent process, and not a

backroom lobbying effort to get a council
seat.”
A number of residents spoke in favor of

appointing a councilmember. Many of
them were specifically in favor of appoint-
ing Jan Flory, a former Fullerton coun-
cilmember and mayor.
Kitty Jaramillo spoke in favor of

appointment citing the high cost of a spe-
cial election, and said, “I’m putting my
faith in you guys that you will do the right
thing.”
Ginger Britt said that appointing a

member would allow there to be a full
council [5 members], adding that “I know
that there is at least one very qualified per-
son to fill this spot. Jan Flory is the one
I’m thinking of…she would be a great
person to fill that seat.”
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COUNCIL SPLIT OVER HOW TO FILL VACANT SEAT

Leon Owens Foundation Shoe Give-Away: LOF members and the Coalition of 100 Black Women volunteers organized the annual shoe give-away 
where each of the nearly 500 students of Woodcrest Elementary were given a brand new pair of shoes and socks.  PHOTO BY PRINCIPAL ROCHELLE WOLF Story on page 7

by Jesse La Tour

At their December 18th meeting, City
Council deadlocked (2-2) over how to fill the
“at-large” vacancy left by now Mayor Jesus
Silva when he won the District 3 council
seat. The two options for filling the vacancy
(which expires in 2020) are to appoint a rep-
resentative or to call a special election.
Councilmembers Zahra and Whitaker

favor a special election, and Mayor Silva and
Mayor Protem Fitzgerald favor an appoint-
ment.
The estimated cost for a special mail-in

ballot election is $224,055 - $260,866. The
estimated cost of a stand-alone election is
$391,532- $428,150.
Before councilmembers discussed the

item, several members of the public weighed
in on this contentious issue.
Diane Vena urged council to call a special

election and not to “deny voters the right to
elect their representatives on this council by
making an appointment.” 

continued on page 4

The City of Fullerton has selected Meg
McWade as the  new Director of Public
Works. McWade, the current Public Works
Director for the City of Pomona, is slated
to begin employment on February 4, 2019.  
McWade has over 27 years of public serv-

ice experience in local government and has
been with the City of Pomona since 1994.
During her time in Pomona, McWade

successfully took on and accomplished
many of the challenges she will face in
Fullerton, including improving road condi-
tions, pursuing grant opportunities,
enhancing infrastructure, and ensuring city
facilities and parks are well maintained.   
McWade holds a Bachelor’s Degree in

Political Science from Carroll College and a
Master’s of Public Administration from
California State University San Bernardino.
She is a member of the Cal Poly Southern
California Local Government Leadership
Academy.  
“Fullerton is a unique City with an active

and engaged citizenry,” stated McWade.  “I
am excited to be joining the City’s team of
professionals dedicated to shaping
Fullerton’s future success.”
McWade replaces Don Hoppe, who held

the position from 2004 until his retirement
in October 2018. The search for a replace-
ment began in September with the recruit-
ing firm Ralph Andersen & Associates.

Fullerton Names Meg McWade
Director of Public Works

Pick-Up Locations for
Those Needing to Stay 
at the Armory Shelter
The Armory Shelter will be open

through April and accomodate up to 237
people over age 18 per night. There are no
walk-ups allowed. Those needing shelter
will be picked up beginning at 5:30pm at
the following local locations:
1) The Way Fellowship Church, 

7142 Thomas St., Buena Park
2) La Habra Community Resource 
Care Center, 350 S. Hillcrest Ave, 
La Habra.

3) Fullerton Transportation Center, 
Santa Fe Ave. (between Pomona & 
Lemon)

4) H.I.S. House/Presbyterian parking 
lot, 849 Bradford Ave., Placentia

5) City Hall Park, 401 S. Brea Blvd., 
Brea.



meter sizes would increase by over 250
percent. For water customers like von
Coelln, who has a one-inch meter and is a
low water user, the lower (tier 1) usage
rate will not fully offset the increase to his
water meter charge.
In the table above, the “Current Cost”

of water compared to the
“Proposed Restructured
Cost,” a household with a
five-eighths meter size that
uses 10,000 gallons in a 2-
month billing cycle will
experience an increase to
their bill before applying
any proposed annual
increases, while a house-
hold using 20,000 gallons
will receive a reduction in
their cost.
Comparing one-inch

meter households, the
change is just as dramatic. A household
using 10,000 gallons will have double the
increase in cost over a household using
20,000 gallons. These differences are due
to the higher water user no longer being
charged the “tier 2” rate and the reduction
in the price in “tier 1.”
If approved as proposed, the first annu-

al increase of 15 percent would be applied
across the board to the restructured water
tiers and water meter size charges on July
1, 2019. Each July for the subsequent 4
years, increases of 14, 11, 5, and 4 percent
would result in the change that Mr. von
Coelln calculated. However, increases for
other water customers may not be as sub-
stantial as for him.

Looking at the last 3 columns of the
water rate comparison table above shows
the cost after restructuring and after water
rate increases over 5 years for 10,000 and
20,000-gallon households with a five-
eighths inch meter or a one-inch meter. 
The change for a low water user, like

von Coelln, with a one-inch meter is over
double that of a 20,000 gallon household
with a five-eighths inch meter. Again, the
difference is due to the reduction in “tier
1” cost and the new water usage rate
schedule allowing for more water to be
billed at the lower rate.
Looking at the amount paid by the dif-

ferent users in fiscal year (FY) 2024 the
water bill charges are graduated from
$105 to $140 to $147 to $181 according
to the meter size and the amount of water
used.
Von Coelln expressed concern about

reducing the financial incentives for lower
water use, and he questioned the combi-
nation of capital improvements (such as
water mainline pipe replacement) and
general operation and maintenance. 
“For transparency there should be a sep-

arate charge for capital so we can see that
that pool of money is not absconded for
other non-pipe repair purposes,” he said.
He recommended that the Ad Hoc
Committee have more discussion before
for forwarding their recommendations to
the City Council.

There are no more Water Ad Hoc
Committee meetings scheduled. 

The proposals are set to come before
Council in February.

by Jane Rands
Water Rate Study Ad Hoc 

Committee Member

Fritz von Coelln was one of a few
Fullerton residents who attended the
evening meeting of the Water Rate Study
Ad Hoc Committee at the Library
Community Room on December 5.
Consultant Mark Hildebrand present-

ed recommendations for restructuring the
water rates and meter charges, 5 annual
increases  proposed by the Ad Hoc
Committee (to support up to 9 miles of
water pipe replacement per year and other
water system capital improvement proj-
ects), and automatic “pass through”
increases from Orange County Water
District (OCWD) and the Metropolital
Water District (MWD).
After the meeting Mr. von Coelln calcu-

lated what he would expect to pay in 5
years (excluding any pass-through increas-
es) if the City Council were to approve the
proposed restructuring and annual
increases. His calculations were based on
his household average water usage over
the last year of about 14,000 gallons per
60-day billing cycle and his one-inch
water meter. He concluded that the water
portion of his utility bill would “double
by 2024!”
Hillebrand confirmed that Mr. von

Coelln’s formulas and methodology were
correct (with the understanding that the
rates used in his calculations are not final
and may be adjusted by City Council
when they begin their discussion on water
rate changes in February).
Von Coelln found that “The proposed

water rate restructuring would reduce the
lowest tier water rate by one third and
would allow for double the water usage at
the lowest cost tier, but it would also dou-
ble the monthly charge for a one-inch
water meter. While these changes are
more beneficial to people who use more
water, they would not be beneficial to
me.”
The current tiered rates have motivated

many people to use less water. But to bet-
ter comply with Proposition 218 (the
1996 Howard Jarvis Taxpayers
Association sponsored initiative which
was intended to limit municipalities from
using fees and charges to raise revenue
beyond cost of services), Hildebrand is
recommending a water rate
schedule tied more closely to
actual water costs.
Under this proposed sched-

ule, the “tier 1” rate and the
increased amount of water
billed at that rate would be
based on the cost of water
from OCWD and the amount
they allow the city to pump
from its wells.
The “tier 2” rate would be

based on the cost of buying
water from MWD which is
about twice the price of
pumped water. 
The “tier 3” rate would be based on the

cost of city water conservation measures. 
While the “tier 1” pricing would be

reduced by one third, tiers 2 and 3 would
increase by 22 and 27 percent, respective-
ly, and would apply to a more limited por-
tion of water used.
The recommended rate structure shifts

almost 19 percent of water revenue from
water usage to water meter charges--to
help maintain revenue when water con-
sumption decreases.
According to Hildebrand, the shift also

reflects a “more equitable” sharing of the
cost of the water system in line with
industry standards. The water system
must be able to provide enough capacity
to meet the potential demand of the pipe
size attached to a customer’s water meter,
regardless of the amount of water they
use, and the smaller meter sizes have been
paying disproportionally more, based on
capacity, than the larger meters.
For comparison, a five-eighths inch

meter rate would increase by 52 percent
while a one-inch meter would increase
100 percent and the charge for the largest
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• 182,769

• 4,563
• 2,417

• $4.705
Trillion

WAR COSTS in Life & Money
IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

Civilians killed by violence  www.iraqbodycount.org (1/4/2019)

US soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 12/01/2018) 

US soldiers killed in Afghanistan (12/15/2018) www.icasualties.org

Cost of  wars Since 2001 www.nationalpriorities.org (1/4/2019) 
(rounded down) 

EVERY HOUR U.S. taxpayers 
are paying over $32 million 

for total costs of war. 
What Can We Do With this Money Instead?

Proposed Water Rates Changes and the Impact on Residents

Von Coelln 
concluded that 

the water 
portion of his 

utility bill 
would “double 

by 2024!”

OFFICE POSITION
General office work, handle phone calls, filing – need QuickBooks exp, must

use Excel, and Word, parts order processing: training for orders
Must have 3-5 yrs office experience

Live local area, have reliable transportation
Starting salary based on experience $15/hr. 

BENCHMASTER FURNITURE
1481 N. HUNDLEY ST
ANAHEIM, CA 92806

714-414-0240

Send resume to gene@benchmasterfurniture.com 

COST OF LOCAL WATER: CURRENT VS. PROPOSED

METER SIZE
(inches)

5/8

5/8

1

1

USAGE

(1,000 gal)

10.0

20.0*

10.0

20.0*

CURRENT

COST ($)

61.69

95.31

67.61

101.23

COST

66.60

88.20

92.88

114.48

CHANGE ($)

4.91

-7.11

25.27

13.26

CHANGE (%)

8.0

-7.5

37.4

13.1

PROPOSED RESTRUCTURED USAGE & METER **

FY 2024 ($)

105.83

140.16

147.59

181.92

CHANGE ($)

44.14

44.85

79.98

80.69

CHANGE (%)

71.6

47.1

118.3

79.7

PROPOSED RESTRUCTURED WITH ANNUAL INCREASES

* 15,00 gallons billed at “tier 1” rate and 5,000 at higher “tier 2” rate under current structure. There are three “tiers” in the rate structure. 
** Using lower meter charge between 2 schedules shown on slides 15 and 22 of the presentation at the meeting.

A Learjet will make several
low passes by the Fullerton
Airport and loop around the
city around 1pm, on January
7th. Fullerton City Manager
Ken Domer said the event is
part of an FAA navigation
equipment flight test. The FAA
notified Fullerton Airport staff
they will need to flight check
our airport’s localizer.

Learjet Loops 
Around Town

“Pound for pound, Fullerton Observer is the best
free citywide paper in all of Orange County.
Longtime editor Sharon Kennedy, the daughter of
Observer founder Ralph Kennedy, and her dedicat-
ed troupe of reporters, columnists and editors—
which includes Jane Rands, Matt Leslie and Jesse
La Tour —somehow flourish in a time of lean print
journalism. The community paper, now in its 40th
year, continuously and consistently punches above
its weight class, putting out content that’s relevant,
well-researched and interesting every two weeks.”

--OC Weekly, Best of OC 2018 Issue

Observer Wins Best Newspaper
in Orange County



Cortez, who have been
elected to office. It is the
perfect storm of forces
needed now more than
ever to push a strong cli-
mate agenda.
Among some of the

topics and solutions
Sunrise OC members dis-
cussed:
Working with Labor to

create good-paying jobs in
a just transition towards a
green economy, funding
for reforestation, funding
community composting
centers to eliminate
organic waste, revitalizing
the Santa Ana River, put-
ting a price on carbon

emissions through a Carbon Tax, expand-
ing protected bike lanes and reducing traf-
fic, stopping mass extinction by funding
green roofs and wildlife corridors, subsi-

dizing local organic farms with an empha-
sis on permaculture and carbon sequestra-
tion, funding light rail on Harbor Blvd
from Fullerton to Santa Ana and on
Beach Blvd from La Habra to Huntington
Beach, creating an electric microgrid at
the Fullerton Airport, and protecting our
drinking water.
If we are right about these major policy,

funding, and infrastructure proposals,
then major consequences follow for ordi-
nary residents across the city and region.
Although the Green New Deal may seem
of concern to only a small group of cli-
mate activists, it should in fact concern
anyone who cares about humanity.
Ultimately, what is at stake here is the
health and safety of future generations of
Fullertonians and the planet.

CONNECT: For more information email
sunriseochub@gmail.com and be sure to
follow @sunrisemvmtoc on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram for updates.
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News regarding climate change in
Orange County is often scarce. In fact, the
OC Register published it’s first editorial on
climate change just months ago. But late-
ly, there has been a glimmer of hope on
the horizon for the climate, and it bears
the yellow flag of the Sunrise Movement.
The Sunrise Movement is a nationwide

action led by young people working to
pass the most ambitious legislation of the
21st Century, the “Green New Deal.” It’s
a plan that would transform our economy
and society at the scale needed to stop the
climate crisis.
Congresswoman-elect Alexandria

Ocasio-Cortez has proposed a House
Select Committee for a Green New Deal,
and Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi
has reinstated the House Select
Committee on the Climate Crisis, under-
scoring the shift in election strategies as
Democrats race towards the 2020
Presidential Election.
Even before the November midterms,

local Fullerton activists and organizers
across Orange County held demonstra-
tions, marches, and protests to illuminate
community-driven solutions to climate
change, such as Citizen’s Climate Lobby’s
Carbon Tax, OC Climate Action’s
Municipal General Plan updates, and OC
Clean Power’s Community Choice
Energy program. 
At the December 22nd inaugural meet-

ing, approximately 40 local “sunrisers”
crowded a corner of the Dripp and Tazon
patio in Downtown Fullerton to form the
Sunrise Movement Orange County Hub.
Sunrisers as young as high school students
along with elders, shared visions of a just
future with good-paying jobs, clean air,
clean water, clean energy, affordable hous-
ing, and zero waste. 

Socrates Cruz, a co-founder of the
Sunrise Movement Orange County Hub,
explained to me in an interview that, “the
movement represents an opportunity to
engage people of all walks of life because
climate change affects us all. Led by our
younger generation, the Sunrise
Movement is about creating a sustainable
future for everyone and pressuring our
government to listen and act upon the
environmental concerns of the people
over corporate profits and special inter-
ests.”
As the co-founder of the OC hub, I

addressed the sunrisers by stating that our
goal is to build lasting relationships with
our community members and elected offi-
cials in order to uplift people and projects
that benefit everyone. Our only enemy is
our limited time to pass real
solutions. According to the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change Special
Report called “Global
Warming of 1.5°C,” the cat-
astrophic effects of climate
change could become our
reality as early as 2040. We
ground our approach on sci-
entific conclusions that the
only way to stave off the cri-
sis is on a massive scale
greater than the World War
II effort.
Orange County’s newly

elected Congressional
Democrats now have two
powerful forces working to
push them in the right direction on cli-
mate: a strong grassroots movement
intent on holding politicians’ feet to the
fire, and a bold new crop of aggressive
young Democratic Socialists like Ocasio-

Meet the Activists with a Plan 
to Make Climate Change Matter

by Jose Trinidad Castaneda III

LOCAL NEWS

Led by young
people, the
Green New
Deal is the

most 
ambitious 

legislation of 
the 21st
Century.
It’s a plan 
that would

transform our
economy. 

Owned by SoCal Edison, the San
Onofre Nuclear Generating Station was
shut down in January 2012 after a citizen’s
group got involved following a series of
violations and a radioactive leak in Unit 3. 
Since the shutdown, storage options

have been discussed including depositing
the remaining radioactive nuclear waste in
underground concrete and steel casks at
the beachfront site.
Recent events have raised

questions about the effective-
ness of the thin cannisters
being used to house spent
nuclear waste at the decom-
missioned power plant, locat-
ed three miles south of San
Clemente.
An incident in March 2018

showed problems with the
canister design used to store
spent radioactive fuel when
workers discovered a loose 4-
inch stainless steel pin at the
bottom of a canister as it was
being prepared to be loaded underground. 
Another loading problem developed in

August 6, 2018 when a canister filled with
spent nuclear fuel became stuck. The can-
ister could have fallen 18 feet into the
storage vault if it had slipped, but workers
were able to correct the error. However,
the incident was not promptly reported
(as is required)  until over a month later
on September 14.
A Nuclear Regulatory Commission

inspection report issued November 29
described the violations of quality assur-
ance regulations. The NRC determined
the manufacturer of the storage system
Holtec, failed to establish adequate con-
trol measures essential to the function of
safety-related components.
Holtec also failed to maintain written

records of changes to its canister design,
including an evaluation of
why the design change
could be implemented with-
out applying to the NRC
for an amendment to the
canister’s Certificate of
Compliance. 
Holtec will appear at a

pre-decisional enforcement
conference on January 9th.
Though the conference will
be held at NRC headquar-
ters in Rockville, Maryland
it will also be webcast. Visit
www.nrc.gov and hit on the
SONGS Cask Loading

Issue link on the left hand panel for more
information.
Fullerton is within the 50-mile area that

will suffer consequences in event of a
nuclear accident at the now closed plant. 
Visit the citizen’s group San Onofre

Safety at www.sanonofresafety.org. This
group lobbied successfully to have the
defective plant shut down and is continu-
ing efforts to make sure the still radioac-
tive spent fuel is stored properly. 

Faulty Nuclear Waste
Storage at San Onofre

At  www.sanonofresafety.org you can sign a petition to recall and replace the
defective thin-wall canisters with proven thick-wall casks (see chart above).
The group also wants the casks stored in reinforced buildings on higher
ground away from coastal flood hazards.

SunriseOC members above invited the public to the Dripp Cafe/Tazon courtyard 
for an initial meeting on the Green New Deal. Connect with them on Facebook.

Fullerton 
is within the 
50-mile area 
that would be 
affected by 
an accident 
at the site.



See full agendas  Fridays before the
meeting at www.cityoffullerton.com.

•Jan 15: Appointment or special
election to fill vacant council seat,
(According to the OC Registrar of
Voters Fullerton can not hold an
election until November 5, 2019);
Direct Committee Appointments,
Approval of jail staffing services
agreement; Rules of procedure and
decorum for city council meetings;
Monthly Legislative Update;
Options for legislative lobbying serv-
ices; Recognized obligation payment
schedule 2019-20 per Assemby bills
1X26 and 1484 and Senate Bill 107;
Park Dwelling Fee Compliance
report; El Rancho Vista Area infra-
structure improvements and more.
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
by Jesse La Tour

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video 

of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast 
at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon. 
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.

Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

December 18th City Council Meeting
(Next meeting Tuesday, January 15 at 6:30pm. 

Come see your local government in action!) 

Agenda Forecast

Before every public city council meet-
ing, there is a “closed session” in which
council meets with parties to discuss items
outside view of the public. During this
week’s closed session, council met with
local public employee unions (police, fire,
city employees) to discuss salaries, bene-
fits, and working conditions. Council also
met with legal counsel to discuss the case
Friends of Coyote Hills et al. v. City of
Fullerton. This case was brought in

response to Council’s decision to approve
a Coyote Hills development agreement
after the 2012 public referendum, in
which the majority of voters expressed
their desire not to allow development.
The court has ruled against the Friends,
and recently denied their appeal. 
The Friends have until January 15th to

appeal to the California Supreme Court
and took the first step toward doing that
on December 21.

Closed Session & Coyote Hills

Shelly, a former business owner who,
due to unfortunate circumstances, became
homeless and now lives in an RV, said that
other people in her situation need a safe
place to park while they attempt to get
back on their feet.  “Having all these park-
ing ordinances where we’re getting fined,
getting run off—we need a place,” she
said.
Another homeless woman suggested

that the Community Center provide free
showers for the homeless.
Harry Langenbacher spoke about

National Homeless Person’s Memorial
Day, which took place on December 21st,
to remember all of the homeless people
who died in the previous 12 months. Last
year, 244 homeless people died in Orange
County, which represents a death rate that
is 4-9 times higher than California’s per
capita death rate. Every week, when 4-5
homeless people die in Orange County, 3-

4 of those deaths were preventable.
“Please consider this an urgent matter and
do something without delay,” he said.
Debbie Langenbacher urged the city to

continue to pursue permanent supportive
housing for the homeless.
Jose T. Castaneda suggested that one

solution to the housing crisis would be to
lower the city fees on Accessory Dwelling
Units. “I think this is a real way to encour-
age more people who want to build hous-
ing, who want to help out, to be able to
do so,” he said.
Curtis Gamble urged council to pursue

homeless shelters on our city’s SB
2/Industrial Zones.
City Manager Ken Domer said that he

will be meeting with local church St.
Philip Benizi to discuss the possibility of
doing a “safe parking” program on their
grounds for those experienceing home-
lessness who are living in their cars.

Public Comments on Homelessness & Housing

Local Heroes Honored for Saving Student’s Life 
Eighteen year old CSUF student Reese Jones fell to the ground in his dorm, and went

unresponsive on November 6th. Three nearby students began CPR and called 911. 
The CSUF police and Fullerton Fire Department arrived on the scene and adminis-

tered additional treatment to save Reese’s life.  
Mayor Jesus Silva honored the students, the police, and the fire department for their

heroic actions in saving this young man’s life. They also received recognition from State
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva’s office. 

New Representation 
on Regional 

Advisory Boards
In addition to serving on the City

Council, members of the council are also
asked to serve on various “regional adviso-
ry boards.” During the meeting, the coun-
cil appointed the following members and
alternates to the following boards:
•Orange County Sanitation District

Board (Silva/Zahra)
•Fullerton Investment Advisory

Committee (Silva/Fitzgerald)
•Fullerton Sister City Association

(Zahra)
•Orange County Vector Control Board

(Alternate: Zahra)
•Fullerton Sports Field Users Group

(Alternate: Silva)
•North OC JPA: (Silva/Zahra)

Council
Communications

Newly elected District 5
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra asked city
staff to adgendize two items:
1) Adding “closed captioning” in differ-

ent languages for Council Meetings that
are streamed online, to accommodate the
city’s diverse residents.
2) Re-assessing Community Center

prices, specifically for the Maple Center,
to make this city resource more affordable
and accessible for residents.

John Phelps said, “I believe strongly in
our rights to vote; however, I think voting
in the distant future doesn’t do us much
good when you have an opportunity to
make an appointment now and have a full
council making decisions…I think Jan
Flory would make an excellent appoint-
ment.”
Debra Pember also favored appoint-

ment, citing the high cost of a special elec-
tion and the time it would take to fill the
seat with a special election.
Kate and Tom Dalton spoke in favor of

appointment and Jan Flory.
Jan Flory spoke in favor of appointing

herself, listing her qualifications and expe-
rience.
After public comment, council weighed

in. Mayor Protem Fitzgerald and Mayor
Silva were for appointment, while council
members Zahra and Whitaker were for a
special election.
Fitzgerald said that appointments hap-

pen at various levels of government.
Governors appoint U.S. Senators to fill
vacancies, for example.
“The biggest reason for me to be in

favor of appointment is the time that we

will be without full representation for this
city,” said Fitzgerald, “Eight months
would be the time that we would be with-
out a full council.”
Mayor Silva said he was concerned

about the cost to the city of a special elec-
tion.
“I agree with council member

Fitzgerald,” said Silva, “I would like to see
us appoint someone through a fair
process.”
Councilmember Zahra, who favored a

special election, asked rhetorically, “Is
there a fairer and more transparent process
than voting itself? Can we come up with
something better than what the constitu-
tion came up with?”
Councilmember Whitaker agreed, say-

ing, “It is far simpler to trust in the will of
the voters…All of us up here were elected,
we weren’t appointed…I think it’s far
preferable to have the special election.”
Because Council was deadlocked on a

decision, the item will come back before
council at their first meeting in January. If
council is unable to make a decision by
February, a special election will have to be
called, per California law.

See page 16 for further 
discussion on this.

COUNCIL SPLITS OVER

HOW TO FILL VACANT SEAT
Continued from frontpage

Parking Structure LED
Lighting Replacement
Council unanimously approved a

Parking Structure Lighting Replacement
Project to reduce electricity consumption
in three city parking structures: Plummer,
114 East Wilshire, and 122 South
Pomona (Transportation Center). The
lighting in these structures will be
replaced with lower-energy LED lights.

Reese Jones (at center) with his parents at left is surrounded by his fellow students 
and the emergency personnel who helped save his life. Mayor Jesus Silva (at right) honored

the students and first responders for their fast actions. -PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR
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New Laws that Will Have a Positive
Impact in the Coming Year

New Years Eve
Downtown
Fullerton

The surprize extreme wind and very
cold weather kept some away from the
27th annual downtown Fullerton New
Years Eve party, but those who braved the
weather had a good time.

Education
Assembly Bill (AB) 2698 will benefit

children enrolled in the California State
Preschool Program, and infants and tod-
dlers in general child care and develop-
ment programs, by increasing access to
critical early childhood mental health
consultation services. The law bars state-
subsidized preschool programs from
expelling children until they first take
actions to support the child and family. “ 

AB 1871 requires charter schools to
provide students in need with one nutri-
tional free or reduced-price meal, which
will qualify for reimbursement under fed-
eral child nutrition program regulations,
each school day. This exempts charter
schools that only offer non-classroom-
based or non-site-based instruction.
Many charter schools do not provide
meals to the children. For students who
suffer from food insecurity, a guaranteed
nutritional meal every day would make a
world of difference and will help parents
that might be struggling financially.

Net Neutrality
SB 822 Under the law, internet service

providers will not be allowed to block or
slow specific types of content or applica-
tions, or charge apps, or company fees for
faster access to customers.
“Without net neutrality, Internet

Service Providers (ISPs) become gatekeep-
ers of the web content that is available to
customers,” said Quirk-Silva. “This could
leave many small businesses without the
ability to reach their customers, and many
customers without the most favorable
choices. Maintaining a competitive free
market is essential to a healthy economic
system that is unhindered by interference
by large ISP corporations.”

Healthcare
AB 2941 allows health plans and insur-

ance providers to authorize care by out-of-
network providers and ease prescription
requirements, among other changes, for
those who lose their homes to emergen-
cies. “This is a way to ensure that those
displaced by a state of emergency, such as
a wildfire or other natural disaster, have
access to continuous health,” said Quirk-
Silva.

Homelessness & 
Mental Health

SB 1045 will allow San Diego, San
Francisco, and Los Angeles Counties to
place in a conservatorship a person who is
chronically homeless and incapable of car-
ing for his or her own health and well-
being due to serious mental illness and
substance use disorder. 
“This is a pilot program, and we will

look closely at the results. California must
do more for the people on our streets that
are in need of help. There is not one solu-
tion that will work, not one organization,
nor just one local department that is need-
ed to address the issue of homelessness
and mental health,” said Quirk-Silva. “We
must continue to examine every avenue of
possible answers to the problem.”

SB 823 is a consumer safety measure to
increase oversight of the addiction recov-
ery industry with many diverse methods
of treatment, and no current requirement
for licensed facilities to use uniform, evi-
dence-based standards of care.
The legislation requires the Department

of Health Care Services to adopt the treat-
ment criteria of the American Society of
Addiction Medicine, or an equivalent evi-
dence-based standard, as the threshold for
care by licensed recovery or treatment
facilities addressing adult alcoholism or
drug abuse. The bill also requires that the
licensees maintain the standards appropri-
ate to their level of care.

Elections Reform
AB 2188 is a campaign disclosure law

that makes California a leader in the area
of disclosure in online political ads. "In
2017, I coauthored AB 249 (the Disclose
Act) which set the standard for campaign
finance disclosure for print, television and
radio ads. Special interest groups current-
ly hide their true identity with names that
seek to mislead voters,” said Quirk-Silva.
“This mandates that the true funders of
our campaigns are obvious to voters, and
that Californians are made aware as to the
true funders of the campaign messages,
and brings the special interest groups out
of the darkness, and into the light.”

Sharon Quirk-Silva represents the 65th
Assembly District, which includes

Anaheim, Buena Park, Cypress, Fullerton,
Garden Grove, La Palma, and Stanton.

Hundreds of new laws took effect in California on New Year’s Day, bring-
ing protections and regulations to many issue areas, from addressing some of
the state’s educational needs and mental health to election reform and net neu-
trality. Here is a quick rundown of just some of the important, noteworthy
laws that took effect, which Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva worked on
and supported within the California State Legislature.

Carnival games, good things to eat, live music and fireworks. PHOTOS BY JESSE LA TOUR
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QUESTION:
Where is this (pictured above)
and what is the significance? 

Send your answer to Mike at 
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

ANSWER TO LAST ISSUE’S
PHOTO QUESTION

What Downtown building is being
built in this historic photo (above)?
A: The Chapman Building on the cor-

ner of Harbor Blvd and Wilshire. Melinda
Guinado was among the first of those who
got it right.

Fullerton Photo Quiz

•FAST AND WRECKLESS indeed was fast
and is apparently now changing, an appli-
cation for a new license is in the window
and it is closed for now. 

•TAZON: We mentioned Tazon, the
“Fast casual modern Mexican Restaurant”
recently and it is now open at 500 N
Harbor, by the Fox & Dripp. Breakfast
too? Yes, they open at 7:30am daily and
accommodate vegans and vegetarians,
hooray. Believe it or not, some restaurants
claim they have vegetarian choices but
beware, it’s not always true. 

•CAFÉ PATIO Chinese Korean Cuisine
also new is located at 133 W Chapman
and is now open for dinner, starting at
5pm daily. 

•MADE COFFEE at 107 W Amerige has
great coffee and tea choices and open at
7am every day.

NEW
DOWNTOWN

WEEKLY SWIM LESSONS 
Choose your days and times each

week. All levels and ages taught from
those who fear the water to those
looking to refine their strokes. 

WINTER SESSION 
Registration begins Dec. 3rd.

LEARN MORE AT www.fastswimming.net

FULLERTON HIGH TURNS 125
An Observer reader tipped us off to

the anniversary and although we have
covered a bit of its history in the past,
we must revisit for this one, 125 years-
what a milestone. A special election
was held in 1893 to create Fullerton
Union High School, and the first
classroom was a rented room on the
second floor of the Fullerton
Elementary School building. 
Pictured (bottom right) is the origi-

nal high  school and a photo of the
current location, which was a walnut
orchard prior to the purchase in 1911.
The current photo shows one of the
buildings and the Plummer
Auditorium, which was built in 1930-
32 and renovated in 1993.
Going through some papers recently

revealed a letter from then President
Nixon to Virginia Shaw, my wife’s
grandmother, who attended Fullerton
High School with Nixon and Clarence
“Leo” Fender, who of course went on
to make his Fender Electric
Instrument Company a dominant
force in music. 
Other notables are Hall of Fame

baseball pitcher Walter Johnson, and
position players Arky Vaughan, Del

Crandall, and Steve Busby among others,
John Raitt, well known for his Broadway
career and of course father of singer and
guitar player Bonnie Raitt,  State
Assemblywoman and former Fullerton
Mayor Sharon Quirk-Silva, former Mayor
Pro Tem and councilmember Pam Keller,
poets Diane Wakoski and Ann Stanford,
author Jessamyn West, and Sue S. Dauser,
Superintendent of the United States Navy
Nurse Corps. There are many more alum-
ni included in their Wall of Fame. 
We can be very proud of all of our

schools here in Fullerton, and it’s amazing
to find out that Fullerton High School is
ranked in the top 5% of high schools,
with diverse course offerings and many
opportunities for the nearly 2,000 stu-
dents, who are as diverse as the courses
offered.  74 credentialed teachers, 5
administrators, 4 full time counselors and
2 full time guidance specialists make the
school what it is today, a place where every
student can expect to become well-pre-
pared for their future. 

ELECTRIC CAR
CHARGING STATIONS
Installation & Upgrades

714-234-3370
Guy Sanderson, 

Electrical Contractor
Est. Fullerton 1986

CSLB #547196
Licensed, Insured, Bonded

Above: The Plummer Auditorium and outdoor hallways of Fullerton High today.
Below: The original high school with students and horse drawn buggies. 

Thanks to Cheri Pape at the Fullerton Public Library History Room for the photo.  

The classroom buildings of 
Fullerton High School today.
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ACROSS
1. “Aquarius” musical
5. “I’m going ___ the judges!”
10. Pool shade
14. Beheaded Boleyn
15. Samsonite ___ Spinner
16. Stubborn beast
17. Common resolution
19. Stone fruit centers
20. T-Rexs
21. Casual eatery
23. Describes
26. ___ Diego
27. Gullible one
28. “How many fluid ounces in ___?”
29. Fishing spot
31. Opp. of max
32. Facts and figures
34. French wine region
37. Hodge-___
40. The mo. resolutions usually end

41. Types of torches
42. Smudge
43. L.A. restaurant ______& Winston
45. ER hook ups
46. “...one ___, under God...”
48. “Parks and Rec” city
51. Actor Vigoda
53. Tech system for public assistance 

benefits in CA
54. “I need to put ___ in my car.”
55. “___ of Dog” (sign)
57. Engine
58. Muslim pilgrim
59. Common resolution
64. “Do you want the light ___ off?”
65. Brad’s girlfriend in “The Rocky 

Horror Picture Show”
66. Have to have
67. Civil War soldiers
68. Linda Ronstadt hit “___ Easy”
69. Very, in Versailles

DOWN

1. “2001” computer
2. Enero to enero
3. ___ and outs
4. Use a red pen again, perhaps
5. 1981 Larry Shue play
6. Miscellaneous mixtures
7. “The Americans” used these 

disguises
8. WB series starring Sophia Bush, abbr.
9. A nice hotel feature, perhaps
10. Concert equipment
11. Common resolution
12. Extreme
13. Fable writer
18. Napa product
22. Sluggish
23. Deadens
24. “The Waste Land” poet
25. Common resolution
26. Impales
29. Back at sea?

30. Yellowfin tuna
33. “The game is ___”
35. Skincare brand
36. Pluralizers
38. Supermodel Carangi
39. Computer key
44. It’s served baked with sour cream

& chives
47. Autobiography of a famous stray?
49. How one might run
50. “___ we supposed to meet up 

tonight?”
51. Loathe
52. “Moneyball” Billy
54. ___ Bar, CA (near the 

Salmon River)
56. Broadcasts
57. Hood and Shasta, abbr.
60. Cereal grain
61. “___ the land of the free ...”
62. Formerly known as
63. Helms and Sheeran

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019

“NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

CAPRI SHOES

Leon Owens Foundation Shoes for Kids
The Leon Owens Foundation has given

away 2,600 pairs of shoes since 2015.
Each year the foundation selects one local
elementary school and each child is given
a new pair of shoes. The first  Shoes for
Kids Community Outreach Project start-
ed at Maple Elementary; 2016 was at
Valencia Park Elementary; and in 2017 at
Orangethorpe Elementary. 
In December 2018 the nearly 500 stu-

dents at Woodcrest Elementary each
received new Skechers tennis shoes, socks,
cinch bags, and McDonald’s gift certifi-
cates.
“Shoes for Kids is one of my favorites,”

said Foundation member Shirley Owens
McClanahan. “We also donated 150 pairs
of shoes, socks and cinch bags to
Crittenton Homes.”
“The event was set up as a Shoe

Contest," said McClanahan, “and stu-
dents were told in September that only
one student per classroom would be
announced the winner in December. This

is how we are able to receive the student's
name and shoe size. And once again, the
students were totally surprised and excited
to find out that each one of them would
be taking home new tennis shoes and
other gifts. The students were so apprecia-
tive and the parents were too!”
The Shoes for Kids Community

Outreach was made possible due to the
generosity of many individual donors. A
few of the major donors include Golden
State Foods Foundation; Skechers USA;
the Choate Family; Coalition of 100
Black Women of OC; McDonald's-Frisbe
Management (owners Karen and Sharon);
Bagne Family Foundation; Gregory
Family Foundation; and Bridgford Foods.
Amy Ramos from Assemblywoman

Sharon Quirk-Silva’s office presented
State Assembly certificates of recognition
to the Leon Owens Foundation for its
work in organizing the annual event and
to several of the foundation’s major
donors.

At Left:
Al Owens 
as Santa
with some 
of the 
excited kids
with their
new shoes,
socks and
other treats.

PHOTO

SHIRLEY
OWENS

MCCLANAHAN
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board 
meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month

at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd. 
714-870-2800 • See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net

New Boardmembers, Drug Detection and more...

SHHS MARCHING BAND
CAPTURES SILVER by Mimi Ko Cruz

Members of the Sunny Hills High School Lancer
Regiment marching band captured silver medals at the
2018 Southern California School Band and Orchestra
Association (SCSBOA) championships. 
The 105-member regiment performed its 8-minute

and 21-second show “Weight of the World,” Nov. 17 in
the 4A division at Downey High School. There are six
divisions and each represents the different band sizes,
6A being the largest. Hundreds of Southern California
bands compete all season at SCSBOA field tourna-
ments and only the top 12 from each division are eligi-
ble to face off at championships.  Sunny Hills came in
second to gold medalist William S. Hart High of Santa
Clarita. Santa Monica High earned bronze.  
SCSBOA also honored Sunny Hills for having the

best percussion section. Thirty-five musicians make up
the Lancer’s percussion section which includes marim-
bas, vibraphones, xylophones, synthesizers, cymbals,
triangles, wind chimes, snare drums, tenor drums, bass
drums and toms. “I am really proud of our students.
Their dedication and hard work has really paid off,”
said band director Whitney Ting. “Our students are
also very driven when it comes to academics. One third
of the regiment has a grade point average of over 4.0.” Above: Part of the SHHS Lancer Regiment marching band which captured silver at the 2018 championships.

Scholarship
winners
Drew

Soderquist,
Stone Sinek,
Allison Jeu,
and Kaitlyn
Gomez with

new
FJUHSD

board 
member 
Dr. Jeng.

The Fullerton Joint Union High School
District Board meeting on December
11th began with a smooth transition of
trustees. Chester Jeng ultimately won dis-
trict 1, based in La Habra; area 4 located
in central Fullerton elected Lauren
Klatzker, and Marilyn Buchi was reelected
from the east Fullerton area. All Trustees
now represent 13,100 students attending
any of the district high schools. Trustee

Buchi handed over board presidential
duties to Trustee Fawley and the members
quickly got down to business.
The yearly audit of school funds report

was presented. Each year the audit looks
at specific reporting areas and sample
schools. A complete district audit, like the
one requested 4 years ago, is rare. This
year the audit focused on child nutrition
programs, federal allocated monies, Bond

I funds, and average daily attendance
(ADA). ADA determines the amount of
state money paid to the school district
through the Local Control Funding
Formula (LCFF) and is the major source
of school district funding. The auditors
looked at Troy, Sunny Hills and La Vista
High Schools for this year’s sampling of
procedure and accuracy reporting - and all
were within regulations.
The first budget interim

report was presented and noted
that the district is projecting a
budget reserve of over 23%
that went from $40 million last
year to a projected $47 million
this year. This budget takes
into account all teacher and
classified staff raises and pen-
sion increases for the next year.
Dr. Jennifer Williams,

Director of Administrative
Services, presented new board
policies regarding Contraband Detection
Dogs, and for Education for English
Learners.
The Contraband Detection Dog policy

(Dr. Williams referred to it as the “Drug
Dog” policy) is to combat the increase of
marijuana incidences found at every dis-
trict high school site over the past 2 years.
The policy allows handlers to bring detec-
tion dogs on campuses and at school
events to uncover unlawful contraband.
The Trustees made comments but did not
engage in open discussion of this policy at
the board meeting. Trustee Montoya stat-
ed that marijuana is an issue that needs to
be addressed districtwide. Trustee Jeng
said he was pleased that the presentation
showed dog breeds that were not so fright-
ening. Dr. Williams emphasized that the
dogs were not intended to be scary, just to
find the contraband. President Fawley
requested a limited time application of the
dog searches and then re-evaluation. No
program cost information, search proce-
dure, or how parents and students would
be informed about the searches was pre-
sented.

A quick internet search uncovered
“Interquest,” a prominent dog detection
service used by many southern California
school districts that charges $300 -$500
per search. Efficacy and success of the pro-
gram is controversial. Some districts like
Santa Barbara Unified School District
decided to abandon the program after
spending over $16,000 a year and not see-

ing a significant data change in
detected incidents after implemen-
tation. Other articles exposed the
possible underlying predetermina-
tion of handlers to profile students
as possible drug users. Positive arti-
cles did not include data to back up
claims of success. 
This policy addresses a symptom

of distress among students self-
medicating for stress or boredom
and not the underlying causes. The
last 4 annual FJUHSD parent sur-
veys stated stress and emotional

support as high priorities. Parental
engagement and student education are
key factors in supporting a lowering of
marijuana incidents at school. CA law
states that recreational marijuana is for
persons over the age of 21 and no one may
use, ingest, or smoke marijuana within
1000 feet of any school location. More
discussion of  these factors before institut-
ing an intrusive school policy seems need-
ed.
The English learner policy (BP 6174)

was completely updated to include the
rights of parents to place a student in
main stream program classes without
being reclassified as an English proficient
learner, the possibility of dual immersion
programs at the high school level, and if
30 parents with English learner students
present a request to the Superintendent
for a specialized type of language program
not currently offered at the school, the
administration must fairly try to imple-
ment that program if valid as an educa-
tional language program. These policies
are to be determined at the next board
meeting on January 8th at 7:30pm.

Santa
Barbara

ended the
“Drug Dog”

program
after 

spending
$16,000
with few
results.
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Did You Know?
by Genevieve Paden

JOKE TIME
Compiled by 
Joy Cheng

1) What do cats say  
on New Years? 
A: Happy Meow Year!

2) A New Year’s resolution goes 
in one yEAR and out the other.

3) An iPhone and a firework were 
arrested on New Year’s Eve. 
One was charged and the other 
was let off.

The top five songs this week according to
www.billboard.com are:

1) "Thank U, Next"  
by Ariana Grande

2) "Without Me" by Halsey
3)“Sicko Mode” by Travis Scot
4)“Happier” by Marshmello
5)“High Hopes” by Panic! 
At The Disco

Story behind the song:  “Thank U,
Next” by Ariana Grande is a reflection
of  her past relationships. She is thank-
ful and has learned three main things:
patience, pain, and love. She also says
that she found a new lover, herself. Just
as Ariana Grande has learned from her
past relationships, we should also try to
learn from past events and hardships to
become stronger. 
Find more meanings behind songs at

www.songmeaningsandfacts.com

This energetic  three-year-old pit bull
needs an active family to care for her.
Brownie gets uneasy and jealous around
other dogs, but will smother trusted

people with
affection. She
will do great as
the only pet in
the house, and
would love a
large area to
play. To keep up
with her ener-
getic spirit, she

must be adopted by an experienced,
loving owner.  She also needs to contin-
ue her training! Come meet Brownie
today, at The OC Animal Care Center
along 1630 Victory Road, Tustin, CA
92782.  A low-cost vaccine and micro-
chip clinic will be held on January 8,
2019. For more information call 714-
935-6848 or visit www.ocpetinfo.com.

New Year’s Fun Facts
1) The first New Year's celebration

was in 2000 BCE celebrated by the
Mesopotamians. January 1 was first
declared a holiday by Julius Cesar. 

2) 65% of Americans make New
Year’s resolutions, but only 9.2% achieve
them.

3)The New York Times Square Ball
weighs as much as 3 pickup trucks!

For interesting facts about the upcoming
Chinese New Year visit 

https://thefactfile.org/chinese-new-year-facts/

Cell Phone 2019

FEATURED PET
FOR ADOPTION

by Katherine Timmerman

WHAT’S
TRENDING?

by Irene Sheen

Top 5 Songs 
of the Week
by Alexandria Kim

If there is one thing that is a must-
have for all of us, it is the smartphone.
Technology companies are racing to
beat competition in introducing new
trends for 2019 which includes 5G;
more camera holes; foldable phones;
and in-screen fingerprint readers.  5G
is the fifth generation cellular wireless
that is faster and has more storage.
Multiple cameras provide a wider range
of angles and better optical zoom.
Foldables are made from strong yet
flexible material. Lastly, in-screen fin-
gerprint reader is expected to take less
than a minute, a trend many compa-
nies are likely to incorporate into their
new phone designs. With more knowl-
edge, technology is constantly grow-
ing, and this year, there are quite a lot
of innovative trends to look forward to.

(www.techcrunch.com/thetopsmart-
phonetrendstowatchin2019)

Meet Brownie!

2018-2019  Fullerton School District Soccer Champion:  Team Beechwood  
PHOTO BY HANNAH LIM

Beechwood Wins Soccer Finals 4-2 vs Ladera Vista 
Beechwood  is the champion in the recently-concluded soccer tournament among the

middle schools in the Fullerton School District.  Team Beechwood showed a lot of
growth and destroyed Ladera Vista’s undefeated streak.  They  showed stunning tech-
nique while Ladera Vista showcased intricate footwork.  The Beechwood goalie did an
amazing job and the team meshed well as their communication was on point.  The
attempts from Ladera Vista were well thought out and the goals from Beechwood were
masterfully planned.  Both teams showed mounds of hardwork and cooperation.

Helping Rescued Pets 
Find Their Forever Home
by Francine Vudoti, Katie Hong, Katherine Timmerman

Brittany Hayes leads the Young Observers team Katherine Timmerman, Katie Hong and
Francine Vudoti on a tour of the OC Animal Care Center.    PHOTO BY F. BILANGEL

Many people around the world love ani-
mals and have pets of their own.  So,
when planning this youth page, would
there have been a better choice than a sub-
ject that would undoubtedly capture a
reader’s heart?  This was how the Featured
Pet for Adoption became one of the sec-
tions on this youth page. But this  isn’t
about the cutest pet in the world. This is
about the one thing that all pets long for-
to find their forever home.
The Featured Pet section led our team

to the OC Animal Care Center, a shelter
that rescues animals and a place where
people from 14 cities in Orange County,
including our city (Fullerton), can go to
adopt pets.  
Brittany Hayes, Public Education

Officer of the Center, took us on a tour of
the new shelter which was inaugurated in
March 2018. The place is huge and
impressive. It is far from the filthy kennels
you might imagine or might have seen in
the movies.  As you approach the shelter,
you would be impressed to see a new
building that looks like a modern office.
Both interior and exterior of the shelter
look like they were built to perfection

a.k.a state-of-the-art. It gave us all a feel-
ing of excitement to meet the pets. The
lobby is spacious and very welcoming
with receptionists ready to welcome visi-
tors.
The new 10-acre  shelter is a far cry

from the old 4-acre one built  in Orange
in 1941. The new shelter has indoor ken-
nels with heating and air conditioning
which is a significant upgrade because the
old shelter had everything outdoors. The
cats and exotic animals (turtles, hamsters,
birds, etc) are housed in the main building
which also features cozy play rooms for
the felines so they don’t get bored in their
cages all day.  
Dogs are housed in classy small build-

ings filled with cages where they have
enough space to stretch and run around.
Usually it smells in this area and the
canines can bark at you, but they are
adorable. There are descriptions on the
windows above each cage on whether they
need personal space, training, prefer chil-
dren, adults, or a specific gender.
Outside, there are several fenced yards
where dogs can play and run around.
Further down at the back, there are pens
for chickens, ducks, ponies and other
farm animals. 
In order to adopt a pet from the OC

Animal Care Center, there are 4 easy steps
to follow. First, you visit the Animal Care
Center or the Adoptable Pets Page on
www.ocpetinfo.com and select the pet. If
you want to meet with the pet, go to the
OC Animal Care Center Customer
Service Window.  You will be given a form
to fill out so they can match your prefer-
ence with the right pet. You will be direct-
ed to a waiting area where a crew will take
your form and lead you to a yard. There,
you can interact with the pet. When you
finally find a pet you wish to adopt, you
will have to pay the mandatory fees,
which include the adoption fee,
spaying/neutering, microchipping,
immunization, and licensing. The adop-
tion process is a quick and effective way to
make sure as many pets as possible get
matched to their forever home. This
process is very easy to complete, and fur-
ther yet, you still receive the gift of an
amazing new companion. 
If you love animals and can commit to

adopting a rescued pet, you and your pet
will make a huge difference in each others’
lives.  OC Animal Care Center is located
on 1630 Victory Road, Tustin, CA 92782
(www.ocpetinfo.com).

SPORTS ROUND UP by Leah Han



Page 10 FULLERTON OBSERVER JANUARY 2019

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE KU KLUX KLAN IN ORANGE COUNTY: Notes on the Banality of Evil

LOCAL HISTORY

THE SECOND KU KLUX KLAN

Many folks tend to think of the Ku
Klux Klan as a monolithic organization;
however, it’s important to recognize that
the KKK has actually had three main
incarnations throughout American histo-
ry.
The first KKK was formed in the after-

math of the Civil War by disgruntled and
defeated Confederate soldiers who were
upset about newly freed African
Americans and other changes happening
in the South during the period known as
Reconstruction. They, like all subsequent
versions of the KKK, believed in white
supremacy. This first Klan had died down
by the 1870s. 
Then, in 1915, the Ku

Klux Klan was re-born in
Georgia by a man named
William Joseph Simmons,
who was inspired by the
first major American
blockbuster film, The
Birth of a Nation, directed
by D.W. Griffith. This
hugely popular film was
based on a best-selling
novel called The
Clansman by Thomas
Dixon.

The Birth of a Nation,
while an important tech-
nical achievement in the
history of cinema, is also a
profoundly racist movie—the heroes of
the film are the Ku Klux Klan. This film
was so successful that it re-kindled
Americans’ interest in the KKK, and
sparked a massive resurgence.
By the mid-1920s, an estimated 2-4

million Americans had joined their local
Klavern, in cities and towns all over
America—not just in the South, but also
in the West. One of the places where the
KKK proved quite popular in the 1920s
was Orange County, California.

THE KKK COMES TO THE OC

Contrary to popular stereotypes, the
folks who joined the KKK in Orange
County in the 1920s were not psychotic
“hillbillies” or outsiders. They were, in
fact, prominent members of the commu-
nity.  Using a valid membership list of the
Orange County Klan (obtained from the
Library of Congress), Cocoltchos shows
that the KKK attracted a wide range of
some of the county’s most respected lead-
ers.
“The Klan’s leadership was a stable, suc-

cessful, middle class group of people
whose religious leanings, if they had any,
centered on the major evangelical
Protestant denominations and whose
political affiliations were predictably
Republican in a traditionally Republican
county,” writes Cocoltchos, “More impor-
tantly, the Klan’s leaders had a strong,
enduring involvement in their town’s civic
affairs.”
Take Brea, for example. According to

Cocoltchos, “Five of the town’s first eight
mayors were Klansmen as were six of the
ten councilmen who sat on the board of
trustees from 1924 to 1936. Klansmen

dominated the other civic offices during
these years, providing 50% of the city’s
treasurers, 25% of the city’s engineers,
50% of its city clerks, 50% of it city mar-
shals, and 67% of its fire chiefs.”
And then there was Fullerton:

“Councilman W.A. Moore, Judge French,
and Superintendent of Schools Plummer
[yes, that Louis Plummer] joined the Klan
in the latter part of 1923, and R.A.
Mardsen entered in mid-1924. Civic lead-
ers were especially eager to join. Seven of
the eighteen councilmen who served on
the council between 1918 and 1930 were
Klansmen,” writes Cocoltchos.
But the real hot-spot of KKK activity in

the OC was Anaheim. On the night of
July 29th, 1924, in the city that would

become home to The Happiest
Place on Earth, this went
down:
“Anaheim, now advertised

nationally as a model Klan
city, was chosen as the site for
one of the largest Klan gather-
ings ever held in California.
On the night of July 29, up to
20,000 persons from as far
away as Bakersfield, San
Bernadino, and San Diego
gathered in Anaheim City Park
to witness the initiation of over
1,000 new Klansmen. The cer-
emonies began with a parade
from the nearby Santa Fe sta-
tion...Led by the 75 piece Los

Angeles Klan Marching Band, a long line
of robed Klansmen, walking five abreast,
solemnly proceeded down the Main Street
and through the business section, to the
tune of ‘Onward Christian Soldiers.’
The ceremonies were begun with an

impressive fireworks display, dropped
overhead by a couple of airplanes rented
especially for the occasion. On the ground
a huge cross nearly thirty feet high, and
several other smaller crosses, were ignited
and left to burn throughout the evening.
Inside the rectangle a series of Klan lead-
ers came forth and addressed the gather-
ing, explaining the principles and purpose
of their organization. Outside the rectan-
gle Klansmen, their wives, and little
Kluxers (junior Klansmen twelve to eight-
een years old) circulated among the
crowd, passing out or selling anti-Catholic
literature and soliciting new members for
their organization.”  (“The Activities of the
Ku Klux Klan in Anaheim, California
1923-1925” by Richard Melching pub-
lished in Southern California Quarterly,
1974, by University of California Press on
behalf of the Historical Society of Southern
California.)
This was by no means the only Klan

rally in north Orange County. Klan lead-
ers and lecturers were drawing crowds in
the thousands in Anaheim, Orange, and
Fullerton. In 1925 a well-known Klan
speaker addressed a crowd estimated at
5,000 people, in what is now Amerige
Park in Fullerton. His topic was ‘What’s
the Matter With America?’ Apparently
“the alien influence” was the primary
cause of America’s difficulties, and a solu-
tion was “limitation or a complete halt to
immigration.”

WHY DID PEOPLE JOIN THE KKK?

According to Cocolthcos, the KKK had
at least 1,200 members in Orange County
at the height of its power in 1924. While
the organization only allowed white
Protestant Christians to join, its member-
ship reflected a broad cross-section of the
community’s white Protestant Christians,
who joined the hooded order for a variety
of reasons.
•Fred B. Kern, a bicycle shop owner,

was active in the Klan’s recruiting efforts,
as a “kleagle.” He feared Catholic domi-
nation of the town.
•Car repair shop owner Fred Davis was

a member of the Masonic Lodge and
loved secret organizations for their ritual.
He was the Klan’s ritualist, and several
Klansmen later said that Davis did a
“beautiful job.”
•R.W. Ernest was the editor of the

Orange County Plain Dealer, one of the
main newspapers in Anaheim. Ernest used
the pages of his newspaper to promote
Klan ideas and activities. 
“Members of the Klan were urged to

use their private influence in getting peo-
ple to join the Klan,” said one former
Klansman. According to another member,
the KKK did its job so quietly and effec-
tively “that a lot of people did not know
who was a Klan member and who was
not.”
According to Cocoltchos, although the

KKK ideology was based on the racial
supremacy of white Protestant Christians,
it wasn’t exactly racism that separated
Klan members from non-Klan members,
because white Protestants dominated
Orange County, and racism was pretty
much normalized everywhere.
Take, for example, the way all white

people in Orange County at the time
treated the largest ethnic minority in the
area, Mexican Americans:
Mexican Americans had to attend segre-

gated schools and lived in segregated
housing. On February 10, 1917 the board
of trustees of the Anaheim School District
voted “to segregate all the Mexican chil-
dren and to maintain two grades for
them.” The “Mexican School” was com-
pleted in 1921 and the segregation of
Mexican school children became the
norm throughout Orange County, until
the landmark Supreme Court Case
Mendez v. Westminster in 1947, which
ended school segregation in California. 
“Racist attitudes were an integral part of

the perceptions of the entire white popu-
lation of the county,” explains
Coclotchos. Mexican-Americans were
generally seen as a subservient, cheap
labor force, the unacknowledged back-

bone of the county’s well-known citrus
industry.
Japanese farmers were also the targets of

the white population’s racism: “As early as
1919 the Orange County Farm Bureau
advocated the total exclusion of Japanese
immigrants and forever barring these
immigrants from acquiring American cit-
izenship.”
So, if racism wasn’t really the dividing

line between Klan and non-Klan, what
was? For some, it had to do with the
threat of liquor (this was during
Prohibition). The Klan was “dry” (or so it
claimed) and its members often charged
that the civic leaders of Anaheim and
other towns were “wet” and “soft” on
bootleggers and other crimes. The Klan
saw itself as a strict “law and order” group.
The Prohibition issue was also connect-

ed with a fear of crime and an alleged,
though non-existent, “crime wave.”
Throughout 1921 and 1922, the
Anaheim newspapers ran headlines such
as: “Crime Epidemic Sweeping the
County”, “No Abatement of Orgy of
Crime”, “Criminality in County
Increases”, “Criminals Coddled too
Much, Murders Too Common!”
In fact, a closer look at actual crime data

revealed that the alleged “crime wave” was
basically non-existent; it was more the
product of sensational journalism than
social reality. Yet, fear is a powerful moti-
vator.
Another component of the Klan’s ideol-

ogy was anti-Catholicism. At a Klan rally
in Fullerton in 1924, the speaker spoke
against “the banning of the Bible from the
public schools; attributing this to the
influnence of Rome.” 
Fullerton businessman Dan O’Hanlon,

an Irish Catholic, was infuriated by the
speakers remarks. He stood up and called
the speaker a “liar.” 
“Several Klansmen and their friends

began encircling O’Hanlon and yelling,

by Jesse La Tour

On January 14th, the Brea School Board will vote on the controversial question of
changing the name of Fanning Elementary School, because it is alleged that William
Fanning, the school’s namesake, was a member of the Ku Klux Klan during the 1920s
(along with many prominent Orange Countians).
In order to give some much-needed historical context, and to better understand this

strange and disturbing topic (the Ku Klux Klan in Orange County in the 1920s), I
spent my winter break reading the definitive work on the topic, a 700-page doctoral
dissertation entitled The Invisible Government and the Viable Community: The Ku Klux
Klan in Orange County, California During the 1920s by Christopher Cocoltchos. I pres-
ent here a summary of what I learned.
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‘get that guy’ and ‘where is a tar bucket?’ 
Fullerton police officers took him away

from the angry crowd before fighting
broke out and booked him for “disturbing
the peace.” Some friends, including city
attorney Albert Launer, interceded to
obtain his release.
On that night, a fiery cross was burnt

on the O’Hanlon lawn.
Another factor influencing the Klan’s

rise, according to Cocoltchos, was a series
of political confrontations between the
Klan  and the more established political
and economic leaders of Orange County,
who may be called “the elite.” These folks
included people like Samuel Kraemer,
Thomas McFadden, Charles C.
Chapman, and the Chamber of
Commerce.
The anti-labor attitudes of the elite

played a substantial role in the Klan’s
development in Northern Orange
County.
In Brea, the demise of an oil workers’

union coincided with many Brea oil
workers joining the Klan.
“When they [oil workers] faced the

prospect of wage reductions, job insecuri-
ty, and the loss of solidarity and control
over their lives, the overtures of a group
like the Klan, whose entire existence was
rooted in a certain vision of civic better-
ment, seemed more welcome than they
might otherwise have been. 23% of the
Klan were oil workers,” writes
Cocoltchos.
According to Cocolthcos, members of

the Klan “believed the disorders in their
community would be stopped only by the
efforts of a civic-oriented group which
would balance boosterism with a strict
community moral order.”

REVEREND LEON MYERS: 
LEADER OF THE KLAN

In fact, there were actually two Klans in
Orange County—a small and relatively
ineffective one that lasted from around
1920-1922 (it had about 200 members),
and a much larger and more effective one
that achieved real social and political
power in 1924. This Klan was led by the
charismatic Reverend Leon Myers, pastor
of the First Christian Church in Anaheim.
“To Myers, the moral fervor of evangel-

ical Protestant Christianity compelled the
creation and maintenance of a more moral
sense of community,” writes Cocoltchos,
“Myers moralistic mis-
sionary tendencies were
the heart of his character.”
Myers assumed charge

of his Anaheim congrega-
tion in late June, 1922 and
he “gained an aura of
authority because of his
ability to evoke strong
feelings of inner convic-
tion and commitment in
his congregation.”
Under Myers’ leadership

at the First Christian
Church, four of seven
members of the lay board
of trustees became
Klansmen as did three of
six elders and seven of the twelve deacons.
On February 13, 1923, the Klan visited

a sermon given by evangelist. C.L. Vawter
at Myers’ church: “A silent hooded proces-
sion to the altar presented the minister
with a donation and a letter of grati-
tude…Vawter then praised the hooded
order, and he read the letter to the congre-
gation: ‘Wrong rules the land and waiting
justice sleeps. God give us men! Men who
serve not for selfish booty, but real men,
courageous, who flinch not at
duty…Then wrongs will be redressed,
and right will rule the land.’”
In the next couple of months KKK

crosses were burned in Anaheim,
Fullerton, and Yorba Linda to alert the
general populace to the Klan’s existence. 
Evidently, Myers and the other Klan

leaders wanted to “make a Christian cru-
sade out of it.”
According to Myers, the purpose of the

Klan was “the creating in Anaheim of a
better environment in which to promote
the cause of Jesus Christ. For thirty years,
as all the older citizens of Anaheim know,
Anaheim’s record was a record of wild par-
ties, saloons, booze, and crime. A ring of
politicians ruled Anaheim. These leading
citizens were of the lowest type. They were
Rome controlled and liquor souzed.” 
In 1924, four Klan members were elect-

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE KU KLUX KLAN Continued from page 10 ed to the Anaheim city council.
Flushed with success, the Klan became

more overtly active. The Plain Dealer
noted that three days after the election “a
white covered auto bearing four figures in
white drove through the
streets…announcing an address at the
Christian Tabernacle” by Colonel J. Rush
Bronson, an official Klan lecturer. 
The Anaheim council began firing city

employees and replacing them, in most
cases, with Klansmen. The Klan tightened
its control over the city by putting their
people in power.
Then the council added eleven police-

men, increasing the force from four to fif-
teen men. Ten of the eleven appointees
were Klansmen. 
According to Lafeytte A. Lewis, who

was opposed to the Klan,  “Soviet Russia
had nothing on Anaheim…You were
judged as to whether you were a
Klansman or not, by the grocery store you
went to or the dry goods store…If you are
not a member of the Klan and brushed an
automobile in parking, you were immedi-
ately taken up to jail.”
The first ordinance passed by the Klan

council “prohibited the manufacture, sale,
purchase, storage, gift and transportation
of intoxicating liquors for beverage pur-
poses.”

THE U.S.A. VS. THE K.K.K.

Following the rise of the Klan to overt
political power in Anaheim (and other
neighboring cities), a group of civic lead-
ers and Orange County District Attorney
Alex Nelson, planned to take them down.
Some of these leaders formed the U.S.A.
club, in an attempt to counter the Klan’s

claim of being “100 per-
cent American.”
The anti-Klan coalition

consisted of L.A. Lewis,
Thomas McFadden,
Reverend James Geissinger,
Lotus Louden (editor of
The Bulletin, Anaheim’s
other newspaper), and
members of the local
Knights of Columbus such
as Ernest Ganahl and
Samuel Kraemer, as well as
Father Patrick Browne of
St. Boniface’s Catholic
Church. 
The anti-Klan forces rea-

soned that if the Klan’s
secrecy had been a powerful factor in its
successes, then  unmasking it might take
it down. They needed a list of members. 
Different stories exist about how the list

was obtained. Lewis’ claims he bought it
directly from the King Kleagle of the Klan
of the State of California for $700.
Armed with the list, the anti-Klan

forces made effective use of it to expose
and take down “The Invisible Empire,”
the KKK.
Nelson revealed that some of the

Anaheim councilmen who had been elect-
ed were Klan Members. The anti-Klan
forces “based their attack on small town
America’s tradition of free, open govern-
ment as opposed to what they claimed
was the Klan’s secret, corrupt, dictatorial
government.”
Anaheim Methodist pastor Geissinger

criticized the Klan as “revolting and total-
ly un-American” and stated that bigotry
and religious hatred had no place in
Anaheim.
The local Lions, Rotary, and Elks clubs

and the Masonic Lodge denounced the
Klan as a menace to prosperity and an
agent of bigotry. The American Legion
post in Anaheim was the only civic or
social group that the Klan dominated.
Nelson charged that the Klan, all across

the country, was a “venal and commercial

adventure” which always brought vigilan-
tism in its wake, even to the point of con-
doning murder.” 
The U.S.A. club then submitted a peti-

tion to recall the Klan councilmen in
Anaheim.   
On recall election day Orange County

Sheriff Sam Jernigan and District
Attorney Alex Nelson provided extra
armed guards to protect polling booths. 
It was a decisive victory for the anti-

Klan candidates. All the Klan councilmen
and the Mayor were recalled by large mar-
gins.
Recalled Mayor Metcalf blamed the

result on “ineligible Mexican” voters.
The whole Ku Klux Klan debacle

deeply divided the citizenry of Anaheim
for the remainder of the decade.
The pro-Klan newspaper The Plain

Dealer folded after settling a libel suit
against it for $90,000. Myers charged that
a Catholic conspiracy had destroyed the
Plain Dealer and praised the Klan as the
“only hope of America.”
Later that year, however, Myers

announced his resignation from the First
Christian Church and accepted another
church’s offer in Dodge City, Kansas.
Although it dealt the Klan a serious

blow, the loss of Myers didn’t end the
Klan in Orange County.
“From 1926 until 1930 the feud

between the Klan and anti-Klan elements
in Anaheim remained as intense as ever,
particularly during the biennial elections
in 1926, 1928, and 1930,” writes
Cocolthcos, “In Brea, La Habra, and
Fullerton, the Klan remained in power
during the rest of the decade.”

CONCLUSION

In assessing the meaning and goals of
the 1920’s Ku Klux Klan in Orange
County, Cocoltchos comes to some star-
tling conclusions. The Klan was respond-
ing to trends in their overwhelmingly
white Protestant communities that were,
in fact, not alien or “foreign” at all, but
were the natural consequences of their
own values and ideas.
“Klansmen, to avoid criticizing the

basic values and traditions of white
Protestant culture, or more accurately
because they could not conceive of the
possibility that their basic values were
contradictory or often led to harmful
results, perceived that the people espous-
ing such disturbing trends could not be
people like themselves, but were somehow
different,” writes Cocoltchos.
I have sub-titled this article “Notes on

the Banality of Evil” because it is a refer-
ence to philosopher Hannah Arendt’s
groundbreaking book Eichmann in
Jerusalem: Notes on the Banality of Evil
which is about the trial of Nazi war crim-
inal Adolf Eichmann, who was one of the
chief facilitators of the Holocaust.
In Arendt’s book, she avoids the easy

cliche of Eichmann as a “monster” or as
someone entirely different from ordinary
people. Instead, what makes her book so
insightful (and disturbing) is that
Eichmann is a painfully ordinary bureau-
crat who, because he accepted, unthink-
ingly, certain popular premises, became
complicit in atrocities.
Rather than portraying Eichmann as a

vicious, bloodthirsty monster, Arendt por-
trayed the man as he was—ordinary.  The
fact that a man such as this could be
involved in the destruction of millions of
human beings shatters our neat categories,
and forces us to consider profound moral
questions like: what are the conditions
under which an “ordinary” person can
become complicit in atrocities?  The book
is haunting in its implications and rele-
vance for our times.  
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by Emerson Little © 2019

Trekking through the Sally
Pekarek Trail to Emery Park

Many people may have noticed the
equestrian trail running along the street in
front of the Target shopping center off
West Malvern. The pathway proceeds past
the Albertson’s and seems to disappear
from street view once it reaches a certain
point. But what people might not have
noticed is that off the corner of Malvern
and Gilbert Street, there’s a wooden sign
for a hiking trail, with the words “Sally
Pekarek Recreational Trail” painted in yel-
low. So, to start off the new year, I decid-
ed to travel down a trail less travelled.
Sally Pekarek, the trail’s namesake, was a

former city liaison for the Fullerton
Recreational Riders. Stretching about 0.8
miles, this trail is ideal for horse riders,
hikers, bikers and outdoor enthusiasts. It
starts on the northwest corner of Gilbert
and Malvern and parking is more conven-
ient than it looks. Parking my car on the
south side of Albertson’s, I carried my
mirrorless camera mounted to my tripod
and walked behind the grocery store to an
opening in the bushes, which led down a
dirt incline to the equestrian trail running
along Malvern. 
Crossing Gilbert, I found the start of

the path very welcoming. Just behind the
wooden sign, the trail followed a white
wall up a small hill and turned a corner. It
was rather wide and well-maintained with
trees and brush hiding the trail from street
view. However, I wouldn’t recommend
visiting the Sally Pekarek trail after a hard
rainstorm since the path was muddy even
when I visited on a sunny day. 

Except for a wide flat area where you
turn left to Emery Park, Sally’s trail has
strong fences on either side. The trail was
tree lined and very cool in the morning
sun. Parts of the path were shrouded in
shade and rather chilly, so make sure to
bring a jacket. Green vines with orange
flowers wrapped around one wire fence,
where I heard and saw some humming-
birds and bees. Behind the fences on both
sides of the path, all I could see were the
backs of houses within the Sunny Ridge
community. At the highest point
of the path, there really was no
view since I could see more of the
surrounding houses.
Eucalyptus trees were sporadi-

cally placed throughout. In fact, at
one point, there was a weird bulb-
like object that appeared to be cov-
ered in tree sap sitting in the mid-
dle of the walkway. Eucalyptus
trees further up the dirt trail
looked as if they were bleeding sap, which
was dripping down the white bark of the
trunks. 
When I went home to my computer, I

discovered that a eucalyptus tree dripping
sap is not a happy plant. According to the
website, Gardening Know How, “the con-
dition often indicates that the eucalyptus
tree is under attack from a type of insect
called the eucalyptus borer. A tree oozing
sap onto limbs or trunk is very likely a tree
attacked by a long-horned borer insect.
Several species of long-horned borer can
damage eucalyptus trees. They are attract-

ed to trees suffering from water stress, as
well as freshly cut eucalyptus wood. The
tree responds to the wounds by flooding
the holes with a chemical called kino or
sap to kill or wash out boring insects.”
There are a few bewildering things

about this trail. As
the trees petered out,
I reached a wide, flat
area where the path
split into two.
Bougainvilleas grew
along the fence. 
There were no

signs telling me
where to go, so I
continued straight

instead of turning left to Emery Park.
That was a mistake since I hit a dead end.
The trail stopped at a concrete block wall.
According to the website, Fullerton
Walks, “at several points along the way
you will see manhole covers with the word
Edison. It is actually just access to an
underground power line which Edison
tricked the city into maintaining for
them.” When I was there, I really didn’t
see anything except for a pole with power
lines connected to it once I reached the
brick wall.  
Also, once you enter, there’s only one

way out and it’s not at the end. It’s half
way along the trail where it meets a path
to Emery Park. I encountered a wide
clearing with steep dirt hillsides almost all
the way around, which opened onto
Sunnyridge Drive. It seemed like there
should’ve been a sign directing visitors
where to go, but there wasn’t.
From the wide area, I crossed the street

and made my way through an open chan-
nel with vegetation, which looked over-
grown and rarely used. This seemed like
the perfect area for water from the street,
sidewalk, and nearby park to run off. In
fact, there was no one but me walking on
the Sally Pekarek Trail and the channel.
The path up to the park was an easier hike
than the previous trail. It was very deep
and extremely wide, but that was just the
natural way the land was at the time the
developer put in homes.
The large channel wound its way

around trees and other vegetation growing

down the hillside from Emery Park. 
It eventually ended up at a small, dark

tunnel that ran underneath the street to
connect with a sidewalk on the other side.
The floor of the tunnel was covered in
mud and graffitti could be seen on the
walls. It was rather shadowy inside and
looked like the perfect place to film a hor-
ror movie. This is where I stopped.
According to Fullerton Walks, “the tunnel
is meant for walking and leads to a mean-
dering sidewalk between condominiums.
It is obviously for the folks that live there
to give them access to the park.” 
Instead, I hiked up a small hill and

walked through Emery Park, which
stretched for almost two blocks. The
leaves on the trees still had their autumn
colors. A little playground with a slide,
swings and climbing equipment looked
like a good place for children to play.
There were no drinking fountains or rest-
rooms. But there were several picnic
benches and winding pathways for relax-
ing strolls and exercising. Local bluebirds
are also supposed to dwell in specially
made bird houses hidden high atop the
park trees.
Overall, the hike through the Sally

Pekarek Recreational trail was a strange,
yet interesting experience. However, I
would recommend bringing along some
water and a friend or family member to
walk with you. 
Visit www.fullertonobserver.com, click

on the “Videos” tab and then on the
words “Emerson Little YouTube Channel”
to see my video of the Sally Pekarek
Recreational Trail.

Above Left:
A tunnel runs underneath a
street and leads to a mean-
dering sidewalk between

condominiums.

Above and at Right:
The Sally Pekarek Trail was
named after a former city
liaison for the Fullerton

Recreational Riders and is a
great path for riding horses.
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TUES, JAN 8
•6:30pm: Fullerton City

Council Meeting at City Hall, 303
W. Commonwealth. See full agen-
das  Fridays before the meeting at
www.cityoffullerton.com.

WED, JAN 9
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine Every

Wednesday Farmers Market at
Independence Park next to the
DMV on Valencia between Euclid
and Highland in Fullerton. Fresh
produce including fruit, vegetables,
plants, eggs, flowers, baked goods,
tamales, empenadas, kettle korn,
nuts, and more.   

SAT, JAN 12
•9am-11am: Friends of Coyote

Hills Nature Walk Enjoy a guided
nature walk along the trails of West
Coyote Hills. In Fall and Winter,
buckwheat flowers dry to a rusty
brown-red. And, if provided with
enough early morning dew and
longer cool nights, many native
plants begin sprouting. Many bird
species migrate south but some stay,
including the threatened California
Gnatcatcher. On clear days the
views of Orange County and local
mountains are spectacular. The walk
is a moderately easy 2 mile hike
(with some uphill) suitable for the
entire family. Dogs are welcome as
long as they are on  leashes. Meet at
the open gate entrance to the
Equestrian Center of Laguna Lake
Park, on Lakeview - just east of
Euclid in Fullerton. Wear comfort-
able shoes and bring water to drink.
Free
•10am-1pm: Finance

Management Seminar at Fullerton
Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Presented by the
Credit Union of Southern
California. Free
•12:30-2:30pm: Motown & Ray

Charles OLLI-CSUF Jazz Series at
Florentine’s Grill in downtown
Fullerton. For more info call (657)
278-2446 or visit olli-fullerton.edu

MON, JANUARY 14, 2019
•6pm-7:30pm: Healthy Living

for Body & Brain at the Fullerton
Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Hear tips from the
latest research and learn how to
make lifestyle choices to keep your
brain and body healthy as you age.
Free.

ROMA: Two Hits

by Joyce Mason 
© 2019

HITS &  
MISSES

Having made movies as disparate as “Y Tu Mama
Tambien,” and “Gravity,” Mexican director Alphonso
Cuaron now creates a personal epic from his own child-
hood growing up in an upper middle-class family in
Mexico City. The title refers to his neighborhood,
where large homes with narrow attached garages face
directly onto the street. The lively, cacophonous
Cuaron family with its four children and mainly absent
father depend both physically and emotionally on their
indigenous servant, Cleo, working as both maid and
nanny.
Casting Cleo took Cuaron a full year.  After giving up

on professional actors, he found Yalitza Aparicio, a
native Oaxacan, who emanated the authentic warmth
and gentle strength of his childhood nanny. He even
hired her girlfriend to play Adela, the other servant in
the home, so that the two women could speak Mixtec
when together in the kitchen and in the small bedroom
they share.
“Roma” is set in 1970-71 and, to evoke another era,

Cuaron shot it in black and white. Not only did he
write and direct the film but, with his cinematographer
at work on another project, he did his own camera
work. Most of the scenes are shot within the home, as
we move from the family’s well-maintained interiors, to
the garage that barely fits their Ford Galaxy, to the steep
stairs at the rear of the house that Cleo climbs daily to
do the household laundry and hang it out to dry.   
Cuaron’s family consists of his sister and two older

brothers; his mother, Sophia; his grandmother; a large,
mostly neglected dog; and a father briefly seen as he
leaves for a medical conference in Canada, a journey
that Sophia fears will presage the dissolution of their
marriage.  Unexpectedly, another life enters this home.
On her afternoons off, Cleo has been seeing a young
man, Fermin, who takes her to the cinema and then to
his rented room.  When she becomes pregnant and tells
Fermin, he gets up from his seat in the theater, asks her
if she would like an ice cream, and then disappears from
her life.  Cleo must tell Sophia that she is carrying a
child, and ask if she will be fired. Sophia reassures Cleo
that she is safe in the Cuaron house and will not lose
her job. 
Even with the family’s story occupying most of the

screen time, always peripheral to their daily lives are the
events occurring socially and politically around them.
Fermin has demonstrated to Cleo the martial arts train-
ing he is getting from a dissident group. Student unrest
foments into demonstrations on the streets of the city.
Windows are broken and violence occurs somewhere
almost daily. On a shopping trip to purchase a crib for
her baby, Cleo and the Grandmother peer out of the
furniture store window to witness a student demonstra-
tion turn into a riot. 
We learn later that this demonstration was part of the

Corpus Christi Massacre in 1971. Other, natural, catas-
trophes impinge upon this family’s lives. Now, with
their father having left the home to be with another
woman, the remaining family visits Sophia’s brother to
celebrate a holiday, when a fire erupts with no water
hoses or fire department to help. Instead we see a spon-
taneous bucket brigade form as everyone passes pails of
water to extinguish the blaze.
Even greater challenges face this family before

“Roma” concludes. To refer to them would infringe
upon the experience for audiences who have not yet
seen this remarkable piece of filmmaking.  Cuaron was
correct in taking the chance that he could write, direct
and film his personal tale, intuiting that “the wounds of
his own family were wounds shared by humanity.”
He also took a chance in giving audiences the oppor-

tunity to see “Roma” in a theater or at home on Netflix.
The theaters where it appears have not seen diminished
audiences from the small-screen competition nor from
the fact that the film is in Spanish with subtitles. It has
already been nominated for numerous Best Picture,
directing, screenwriting, and acting awards. It is a film
not to be missed.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

•7:30pm: Song Stylist Deborah
Johnson with songs from the musi-
cal stage. Community Concert
Association at the Fullerton First
United Methodist Church, 114 N.
Pomona (at Commonwealth) in
Fullerton. Tickets: Call (714) 535-
8925 or www.northocconcerts.org

WED, JANUARY 16
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market See  Jan 9 listing
for details.
•5:30pm-7pm: Understanding

& Responding to Dementia-
Related Behavior at St. Jude
Community Services, 130 W.
Bastanchury Rd., Fullerton. Learn
some of the common triggers for
behaviors associated with dementia,
how to assess a person’s needs, and
how to intervene effectively. Free.

FRI, JANUARY 18
•7pm: FMC Film Series features

“Crumbs” followed by an informal
discussion over drinks available for
purchase. Limited seating - reserva-
tions recommended. Call 714-738-
6545. Fullerton  Museum Center,
301 N. Pomona (at Wilshire) in
Downtown Fullerton. $10 . 

SAT, JANUARY 19
•2pm-4pm: Meet Mystery

Writer Paul Charles at Fullerton
Public Library Conference Center,
353 W. Commonwealth. The
author is well-known in Europe and
the US. His new book is titled A
Day in the Life of Louis Bloom. Free.
•3pm: Mysteries of the Cosmos

at La Habra Public Library, 221 E.
La Habra Blvd. As astronomers
make new discoveries, they also
uncover new mysteries. Why does
Venus rotate in the opposite direc-
tion? Where does water come from
in our solar system? Do we live in a
multiverse and what is the deal with
black holes? Free.

MON, JANUARY 21
•10:30am: Martin Luther King

Jr. Parade Free parking available at
Long Beach City College- Pacific
Coast Campus, 1305 E. Pacific
Coast Hwy (corner of PCH and
Orange) and use the free shuttle to
Martin Luther King Ave. and 7th
Street, Long Beach.

WED, JANUARY 23
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market See  Jan 9 listing
for details

WED-THURS, JAN 23 & 24
•1pm-5pm: Mature Driver Class

A free class sponsored by the School
of Continuing Education. Free but
preregister by calling 714-738-6305.

THURS, JANUARY 24
•1pm: Free Thursday Matinee

“The Hours” (2002, PG-13).
Fullerton Public Library Osborne
Rm, 353 W. Commonwealth. 

SAT, JANUARY 26
•11am-12pm: Local Authors’

Day at Fullerton Public Library
Community Room, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Come meet local
authors and enjoy a panel discussion
on how they get ideas, research and
motivation. Free.

THURS, JANUARY 31
•1pm: Free Thursday Matinee

“Trumbo” (2015, R). Bring your
own snacks. Fullerton Public
Library Osborne Auditorium, 353
W. Commonwealth. 714-738-6333.

WED, FEBRUARY 6
•6pm: FPL Arthouse Film Series

“Crazy Rich Asians” (2018, PG-
13). The film follows native New
Yorker Rachel Chu (Constance Wu)
as she accompanies her longtime
boyfriend Nick Young (Henry
Golding) to his best friend’s wed-
ding in Singapore. Excited about
visting Asia for the first time, but
nervous about meeting Nick’s fami-
ly, Rachel is unprepared to learn that
Nick has neglected to mention a few
key details about his life.  Fullerton
Public Library Osborne
Auditorium, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free

THURS, FEBRUARY 7
•6:30pm: Fullerton High School

District Student Exhibition
Opening Reception features the
finest student artwork from the
seven local high schools.
Muckenthaler Cultural Center,
1201 W. Malvern, Fullerton. Free
for members ($10 non-members).

THURS, FEBRUARY 28
•7:30pm: The James Thomas

“Cool Papa” Bell Story features a
one-man-show about Bell the great-
est outfielder in the Negro Leagues
history. He is considered by many to
have been one of the fastest to ever
play the game. It was once said that
he was “so fast he could turn out the
lights and be in bed before the room
got dark.” Bell played baseball from
1922 to 1946 and was elected to the
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1974.

Muckenthaler Cultural
Center, 1201 W. Malvern,
Fullerton. ($30)

MON, JAN 14  continued

Free Mens 
Voice Class 
Jan 8 -Feb 12,

2019
7:30pm-8:30pm
Fullerton Union
High School
choir room, 

201 E. Chapman  
Register:

LearnToSingFree.com 
The 6-week class,

sponsored by Orange
Empire Chorus, 

is taught by 
musician/teacher

Andrew Hernandez. 
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“Lizzie, The Musical” @ CHANCE THEATER
Bette Aitken Theater Arts Center
5522 E La Palma Ave, Anaheim, CA 

Tickets: (888) 455-4212   www.chancetheater.com
The 21st Season kicks off with a punk-rock opera that explores the bloody legend of

America’s favorite axe-wielding sweetheart-diva-heroine-enigma-psychopath, Lizzie
Borden. Accused of brutally killing her father and stepmother in 1892, Lizzie was even-
tually acquitted by a jury of her peers, leaving the horrific crime unsolved. What really
happened on the fateful night of the dual killings? Journey into a wondrous exploration
of this mysterious tale. Directed by Jocelyn A. Brown, this show includes adult themes
and language. February 1, 2019 — March 3, 2019.

Friends of Music present Daedalus String Quartet
@ WILSHIRE AUDITORIUM

315 E Wilshire Ave, Fullerton, CA 92831

On Sunday January 20th at 3:30pm at
the Wilshire Auditorium (at Lemon) near
downtown Fullerton, Fullerton Friends of
Music will present the Daedalus String
Quartet in a free concert.
Praised by the New York Times as “a

fresh and vital participant in what is a
golden age of American string quartets”
the Daedalus has established itself as a
leader among the new generation of string
ensembles.  In the ten years of its existence
it has received praise from critics and lis-

teners alike for technical finish, interpre-
tive unity and gusto of its performances.
They have been praised for their “insight-
ful and vibrant” Haydn, the impressive
intensity” of their Beethoven, their “lumi-
nous Berg” and “the riveting focus” of
their Dutilleux.
The concert will feature works by

Beethoven, Borodin and a new work, Los
Angeles premier by Laurie San Martin.  

For additional information call 
714-526-5310 or 562-691-7437.

“Agatha Christie’s Classic Murder on the Nile”
@ STAGES THEATER

400 E Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 www.stagesoc.org

STAGEStheatre kicks off their 27th
Season with The Agatha Christie classic
“Murder on the Nile” directed by
STAGEStheatre veteran Phillip Brickey
opening January 18th and running
through February 10th.
Kay Ridgeway has led a charmed life.

Blessed with beauty, enormous wealth,
and a new husband, she embarks on a
honeymoon voyage down the Nile. Fatal
circumstances await when the idyllic sur-
roundings are shattered by a shocking and
brutal murder. Under scrutiny is a multi-
tude of memorable passengers, all with a
reason to kill. The tension and claustro-
phobia builds, as a remarkable and auda-
cious conspiracy is uncovered.
“Having been a lifelong fan of classic

mysteries, I couldn’t be more pleased to
helm this production,” says director
Phillip Brickey, “Arguably considered to

be the authority on mystery, I fell in love
with Christie, and the genre itself when I
saw Murder on the Orient Express back in
1979. I think everyone loves her work so
much because she weaves the story of each
suspect with such deftness that every sin-
gle person in the investigation seems to
have a perfectly plausible motive. I often
found myself guessing who the murderer
could be and always being dead wrong.”
The original stage version of the 1944

Murder on the Nile is based on her 1937
novel Death on the Nile which will was
remade in 1978 and will have yet another
reboot in 2020, directed by Kenneth
Branagh.
Tickets for Murder on the Nile are $24,

($22 for students and seniors).
Performances are January 18th- February
10th, Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm. and
Sundays at 2pm. 

“Crumbs”
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER

301 N. Pomona Ave. (at E. Wilshire) (714)738-6545

The Fullerton Museum Center’s
monthly film series featuring independ-
ent, thought-provoking films kicks off its
2019 season on January 18th with a
screening of Ethiopia’s first science fiction
film, Crumbs, which tells a story of
diminutive superhero junk collector,
Gagano, who embarks on a surreal epic
journey set against post-apocalyptic
Ethiopian landscapes. When a spaceship
that has been hovering the sky for years
starts showing signs of activity, Gagano
has to overcome his fears to discover that
the world isn't quite what he thought it
was. 
With an introduction by series curator

and local local filmmaker Steve Elkins,
each film screening will be followed by an
informal discussion over drinks available
for purchase. Seating is limited and reser-
vations are recommended. Films show
every third Friday of the month at 7pm.
$10 admission. $8 for Museum members.
Also don’t miss the February 15th

screening of Fantastic Planet. Nothing else

has ever looked or felt like director René
Laloux’s animated marvel Fantastic Planet,
a politically-minded and visually inven-
tive work of science fiction. With its eerie,
coolly surreal cutout animation by Roland
Topor; brilliant psychedelic jazz score by
Alain; and wondrous creatures and land-
scapes, this Cannes awarded countercul-
ture classic is a perennially compelling
statement against conformity and vio-
lence.
Also mark your calendars for the March

15th screening of Law of the Border. An
action-packed Turkish Western that
sparked a revolution in Turkish cinema,
Law of the Border explores the complexity
of life along the Turkish-Syrian border,
still relevant to today’s headlines in its
debate over the meaning of national
boundaries. Written by a real-life Kurdish
outlaw and cultural hero (whose scripts
were smuggled from prison), this rare gem
barely escaped government suppression to
emerge as a landmark of essential viewing
for any fan of cinema.

“9 to 5 the Musical”
@ BREA CURTIS THEATER

1 Civic Center Cir, Brea 
Tickets: (714) 990-7722 
www.curtistheatre.com

“Seussical the Musical”
@ MYSTERIUM THEATER

AT THE DEPOT PLAYHOUSE
311 S Euclid St, La Habra
Tickets: (562) 697-3311 

www.mysteriumtheater.com
9 to 5 the Musical is based on the semi-

nal 1980 hit movie but remains relevant
today with its message of empowering
women in the workplace. Pushed to the
boiling point, three female coworkers
concoct a plan to get even with the sexist,
egotistical, lying, hypocritical bigot they
call their boss. This hilarious story of
friendship and revenge in the Rolodex era
is outrageous, thought-provoking, and
even a little romantic. Directed by
Jonathan Infante. Feb 8 -24.

Seussical is a fantastical, magical, musi-
cal extravaganza that brings to life all of
your favorite Dr. Seuss characters, includ-
ing Horton the Elephant, The Cat in the
Hat, Gertrude McFuzz, lazy Mayzie and a
little boy with a big imagination  Jojo.
The colorful characters transport us from
the Jungle of Nool to the Circus
McGurkus to the invisible world of the
Whos. January 11-February 3rd.
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Fullerton Union High School District 
Student Exhibition Opens February 7

@ MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER
1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton   www.themuck.org   (714)738-6595

The finest student artworks from the seven schools of the Fullerton Union High
School District, including campuses in Buena Park and La Habra opens with a
reception on Thursday, February 7, at 6:30pm. Awards will be given for best draw-
ings, paintings, sculpture, digital art, and more.  $10 non-members, Free for
Members.  February 7  through February 24, 2019.

“Water”
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE ART GALLERY

321 E Chapman Ave., Fullerton   (714) 992-7271

Fullerton College Art Gallery invites you to dive into the year with the Water exhi-
bition. Soothing to the mind and spirit, a source of fun and danger, water is essen-
tial for life. Four artists are highlighted who allow water to inspire them: Lindsay
Carron, Vicky Hanrahan,  Don Ryan, and Caroline Zimmermann. This exhibition
opens with a reception on Thursday, January 31, 5-7pm. Through February 20.

Lindsay Carron, Flow Free, 2018

“Dr. Entomo’s Palace of Exotic Wonders”
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER

301 N Pomona Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832   (714) 738-6545

The opening reception for the
Fullerton Museum Center latest exhibit
“Dr. Entomo’s Palace of Exotic
Wonders” will take place from 6pm to
9pm. on Saturday, January 26. The cost
is free for Museum members and $20
for general admission. The exhibit will
run until April 14, 2019. 
Freakish, bewildering marvels of the

insect world are on display in Dr.
Entomo’s Palace of Exotic Wonders.
Resembling an old-fashioned circus
sideshow, this exhibit explores the truth,
myths and mysteries surrounding some

of nature’s most curious creatures –
many of them alive and on view. 
Those daring enough to enter will be

captivated by the deceptive and treach-
erous techniques these insects can wield
on unsuspecting predators. They will
learn about how the Giant African
Millipede, though harmless-looking
enough, can unleash a harmful cyanide
secretion. The “Devil with Two Heads,”
also known as the Vietnamese
Centipede, exposes how it can con-
found predators with a tail that looks
just like its head.

GRAND CENTRAL ART CENTER
125 N Broadway, Santa Ana, CA 9270 

(714) 567-7233 www.grandcentralartcenter.com

“Exodus”
WORKS BY

MANDANA MOGHADDAM

“Text Neck”
WORKS BY DAVID POLITZER

Borrowing the term from ancient histo-
ry, Exodus tackles the mass flight/move-
ment of the people all over the world try-
ing to survive war, poverty and social
injustice.
Mandana Moghaddam knows firsthand

the refugee’s sense of loss and displace-
ment, hope and renewal. At age 21, she
fled Iran after her father was executed in
the revolution and she was barred from
higher education as a penalty for political
activities. After five years in transition in
Turkey, she was granted asylum in
Sweden, where she lives today. 
Her video Exodus captures that experi-

ence through the motion of suitcases
adrift on the ocean, lost in passage — the
baggage of our worldly goods that both
protect us and expose us, cloak us and
mark us as individuals or as members of a
certain culture. The uncertainty of their
delicate dance on the waves, and the com-
fort of reaching solid ground, evoke
empathy and a desolate sense of loss,
amplified by the sheer simplicity and
beauty of the images.
Through February 17, 2019.

Text Neck, a new project by David
Politer created during an artist-in-resi-
dence at Grand Central Art Center, takes
a darkly comedic look at how smart-
phones are changing our bodies and
minds. The project gets its name from a
repetitive strain injury caused by dropping
your head forward while looking down at
a mobile device. The episodic video fol-
lows nine individuals as they navigate new
ways of interacting, communicating and
living in the age of the Smartphone.
Through humor, physical empathy and

emotion, Text Neck offers opportunity,
through multiple installation compo-
nents, for the audience to engage directly
in the behaviors developing in tandem
with Smartphone technology.
By interviewing forty people about their

Smartphone habits, collecting ideas, and
anecdotes, David Politzer and his commu-
nity collaborators created scene outlines;
some with a developed narrative, others
open-ended questions, “What if we did
this?” The result is both a cautionary tale
and a love letter to the Smartphone.
Through January 13, 2019.

“Let There Be Light: work by Hyun Ae Kang”
@ CARNEGIE LIBRARY IN THE MUZEO

241 S Anaheim Blvd, Anaheim, CA 92805 (714) 956-8936 www.muzeo.org

Exhibition highlights an impressive collection of 33 works of Hyun Ae Kang, South
Korean Artist. Hyun’s ability to combine traditional cultural influence with her own
unique technique and contemporary vision resulted into a remarkable collection. Hyun

Ae Kang is an important Korean artist who began
her career in sculpture and later transitioned into
painting, an aspect of her work which can be seen
through the tactile markings in her paintings. She
often utilizes vibrant colors with layers of carefully
applied paint to create works which ultimately serve
as reflection of her deeply personal and spiritual
meditations. Her work resides in the permanent
collections of – The Art Museum of Seoul,
MUZEO Museum and Cultural Center, Brea
Museum and Historical Society. Thru March 31

“Immersion” @ BREA ART GALLERY
1 Civic Center Circle Brea, CA 92821 (714) 990-7731  www.breagallery.com

designed to change the perception of
space. What makes installation art differ-
ent from sculpture or other traditional art
forms is that it is a complete unified expe-
rience, rather than a display of separate,
individual artworks. The focus on how
the viewer experiences the work is a dom-
inant theme in installation art.

The Brea Gallery will host Immersion, a
group exhibition of installation art, from
February 9th to April 5th, 2019, featuring
ten talented artists from around the region
to specifically create a unique site-specific
artwork in the gallery. 
The public is invited to the free opening

reception on Saturday, February 9th from
7pm to 9pm. This ambitious exhibition
invites visitors to experience art in a whole
new, profound way through the explo-
ration of dynamic, large-scale installation
pieces. As a handful of innovative artists
take over the gallery and transform it into
a series of imaginative environments,
viewers will be astounded and inspired by
these immersive works of art.
What is installation art? An art installa-

tion is a three-dimensional visual artwork,
often created for a specific place and
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Fullerton
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and
Natalie Kennedy and a group of friends
in 1978, is staffed by local citizen vol-
unteers who create, publish, and dis-
tribute the paper throughout our com-
munity.  This venture is a not-for-prof-
it one with all revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our
independent, non-partisan, non-sectar-
ian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton

residents about the institutions and
other societal forces which most impact
their lives, so that they may be empow-
ered to participate in constructive ways
to keep and make these private and
public entities serve all residents in law-
ful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways. Through our extensive local cal-
endar and other coverage, we seek to
promote a sense of community and an
appreciation for the values of diversity
with which our country is so uniquely
blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:
Submissions on any topic of interest 
are accepted from Fullerton residents 

and we try hard to get it all in. 
Sorry we sometimes fail. 

Shorter pieces have a better chance. 
Email to observernews@earthlink.net

or mail to: FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051

FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051
____________________________
How To Subscribe
Subscriptions  are due each October
$25/Fullerton • $35/Out of Town

Send Check with Name & Address  to: 
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, 

Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________

How to Advertise
Call 714-525-6402,

or email 
observernews@earthlink.net
________________________________

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer 
are distributed throughout Fullerton 

and sent through the mail to subscribers 
every two weeks except only once 

in January, July & August. 

Missed a Copy?Visit us online at:
www.fullertonobserver.com

& on FaceBook

• STAFF•
• Managing Editor: Sharon Kennedy

•Special Reports:
Jesse La Tour, Jane Rands, Matt Leslie
• Database  Manager: Jane Buck

• Advisor: Tracy Wood
• Copy Editor/Proof: Christine Romer
• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,  
Marjorie Kerr, Manny Bass, Leslie Allen

• Webmaster: Jesse La Tour

• FEATURES & COLUMNISTS
• COUNCIL REPORT: Jesse La Tour
•CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey
• DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto
•GARDENING: Penny Hlavac

•FULLERTON HISTORY: Terry Galvin
• LIBRARY ISSUES: Matt Leslie 

• MOVIE REVIEW HITS & MISSES: Joyce Mason 
•YOUNG OBSERVER EDITOR: Francine Vudoti

•POLITICAL COMMENTARY: 
Jonathan Dobrer & Vince Buck
•PASSION FOR JUSTICE: Sinh Dang

•PHOTOGRAPHER: Jere Greene, Damion Lloyd
•ROVING REPORTERS: Jere Greene 
and other Community Members
• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:

Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno
•SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko 
• THEATRE REVIEWS:

Eric Marchese, Angela Hatcher, Mark Rosier 
•VIDEO OBSERVER: Emerson Little

Created & Published in Fullerton 
by local citizen volunteers for 40 years

The Early February 2019 issue will 
hit the stands on Feb. 4th.

SUBMISSION & AD 
DEADLINE: January 28

HOW  TO  VOICE
YOUR OPINION

The Community Opinion
pages provide a free forum for the
community.  The Observer wel-
comes letters on any subject of
interest. Comments are the opin-
ions of the writer, may be short-
ened for space, and typos correct-
ed if we notice them.  
We must verify your identity,

but we allow initials only and
town to be printed if desired, or
anonymous in print if a reason-
able case can be made as to why
that is necessary. But Please Note:
Opinions sent to us without
name, address and phone number
will not be printed. Please add
your contact information so we
can verify. That information aside
from name and town will not be
kept, shared, or printed. Thanks!
Email observernews@earthlink.net

or mail to:
Fullerton Observer,  PO Box
7051, Fullerton CA92834

Council Appointment by Vince Buck

At the previous council meeting, when
it was suggested that the question of
appointment v. election for filling the
council vacancy was a philosophical one,
Councilmember Fitzgerald was correct in
arguing that this was more a practical one
about governing the city. Clearly philoso-
phy or ideology guides many decisions,
but in this case I do not think that there is
a significant division of opinion among
councilmembers on the value of elections.
I yield to no one in my

respect for elections; and if I
thought that we could have
a robust election where the
will of the majority would
be accurately reflected I
would be arguing for one.
But that will not happen for
reasons that I mentioned in
the previous Observer: the
turnout will be 15% or
below (perhaps more in a
mail-ballot election). In
addition, the cost and time
factors cannot be ignored. We are now
dealing with questions of governance and
those issues must be taken into considera-
tion.
Also working against a democratic elec-

tion is that there is a very weak media
structure in this city and in a special elec-
tion many individuals will vote with little
or no information about the policy stands
of individual candidates. This also will
keep many people from voting at all.
Those with deep pockets who can send
out reams of flyers (Doug Chaffee is a
prime example from the past election) will
have an enormous advantage.
Further, since we currently do not have

ranked voting (This is a much-needed
reform: see Matt Leslie’s article in the last
Observer), the winning candidate may
receive only a small fraction of the small
fraction of ballots cast. In the most recent
5th district race, for instance, the winning
candidate received only 33% of the vote
in a 5-person race.  I am not taking any-
thing from Ahmad Zahra’s victory. He

worked hard under the existing rules –
and without deep pockets --and deserved
the win.
In a special election there might be

more candidates with the vote split fur-
ther in unpredictable ways. The winning
candidate might get only 20% of the vote.
Twenty percent of a 15% turnout is not
exactly democracy at its best. And with
maybe 3% of the registered voters decid-
ing an election the result could be the

election of a well-known fringe
candidate (remember the results
of the last Recall Election). The
winning candidate will most like-
ly be to the right – perhaps far
right – of center. (Some of those
arguing for an election were sup-
porters of saving Coyote Hills,
and that is one group -- along
with the Chamber or an individ-
ual with deep pockets -- that
might be able to pull off an elec-
tion victory; 2100 votes is not a
high bar.)    Appointing a candi-

date will insure that a fringe candidate
with minimal support is not added to the
Council.
The speakers at the last meeting were

divided but slightly in favor of an election
(my friends and colleagues were on both
sides). Unfortunately, most of those argu-
ing for an appointment were also support-
ing one candidate. This apparently was
not persuasive to Ahmad Zahra who is a
key player in this vote.
The Council does not lose anything by

moving to an appointment process. (And
Councilmember Zahra need not worry
that someone unacceptable to him will be
appointed: I cannot see the other three
members agreeing on a candidate, so his
vote will be crucial.) If they cannot agree
on a candidate (a very real possibility)
then an election will take place. But the
last meeting demonstrated that the
Council cannot act together positively on
a range of matters. I think it is important
to get a working majority as soon as pos-
sible.

We are now
dealing with
questions of
governance
and those

issues must be
taken into

consideration.

Fact-Checking Mayor
Protem Fitzgerald 

by Diane Vena

Fitzgerald’s Statement:
At the 12/18 meeting, after public com-

ments and during the Council’s discussion
of options for filling its vacancy, Mayor
Pro Tem Fitzgerald, in support of her
effort to have the Council make an
appointment, falsely stated:
“It’s happening in our neighbor city of

Orange that has the same issue as we have
because one of their council members
won their mayor seat and so they have a
vacancy and that council has decided to
appoint through a process to fill that
vacancy for the unexpired term.”

The Facts:
•12-11-18:  At its meeting, the Orange

City Council took no action (whether to
make an appointment or to call for a spe-
cial election) regarding how to fill its
vacancy.  Its next meeting is not until
January 8, 2019.
•The vacancy on the Orange City

Council occurred because it has an elected
mayor.  There a council member was
elected mayor, thereby creating a vacancy.  
The vacancy on the Fullerton City

Council occurred while transitioning
from at-large to district elections because
of irresponsible past Council decisions
(choosing a gerrymandered district map
and selecting which districts to be in the
11/18 election to benefit a sitting council
member, causing two to run against each
other.  The winner then vacated his at-
large seat).   The Council only has the
option to appoint because it rushed
through a code change in 11/18 that gives
it that option rather than being required
to call for a special election.
Fullerton residents and voters deserve

accuracy, honesty, and transparency from
their council representatives.  They need
to be able to trust what they are being told
without having to fact-check.  Because the
Council’s discussion comes after public
comments, council members have the last
word without the public being able to
respond to or correct what has been said
before important decisions are made.
What is said can greatly affect other
Councilmembers’ (and the public’s) opin-
ions and decisions and therefore outcomes
for the city and its residents that have
important far-reaching and long-lasting
effects.              

Supporting Local Media Worth It 
Thank you so much for recommending

the Voice of OC. What a surprise! I never
heard of it. What a newsroom. The cre-
dentials of the staff are outstanding. I now
wonder how many other such entities I
am not aware of.
I signed up for their digital subscription

and made two tax deductible online dona-
tions.
I heard on one of the NPR programs an

episode about how small town newspapers
have positive influences on local commu-
nities. This all the more strengthened my
belief in what you and your staff are doing

with the Fullerton Observer. This is my
sincere feeling, not empty flattery.
I just set up a payment to the Fullerton

Observer on top of the yearly subscription
rate. Consider it a Saturnalian gift. Your
gift to me was the Voice of Orange County.

Don Waterbury Fullerton

ED: Thank you Don! Both the encour-
agement and the monetary gift are much
appreciated!  So happy you found
www.voiceofoc.org!



You don’t deserve me. I’ve been a fantastic president. Many say at least as
good as Lincoln. Some say even better than Lincoln since I never caused a
civil war. I have unemployment at an all-time low. The stock market was
at an all-time high—until Secretary Mnuchin appointed Jerome Powell to
head the Federal Reserve. Powell has been a terrible disappointment from
day one—raising interest rates and personally being responsible for driving
the stock market down. They tell me, I can’t fire him, which seems so
UNFAIR!.
And contrary to the many nay-sayers, I started no wars. In fact, I’m get-

ting us out of Syria, where I accomplished my campaign promise of
destroying ISIS by bombing the hell out of them. I’m also getting out of
Afghanistan, where, after nearly two decades, we’re still not winning, and
our generals offer no realistic hope of winning. I won’t spend the blood of
our amazing, beautiful young people on a losing cause. And do the gutless
liberals thank me? Of course not. Even though they agree with my policies,
they attack not ISIS or the Taliban but me. Disgraceful.
Everyone predicted my original thinking and new approach to North

Korea would take us to war, yet now we have conversations and promises
of denuclearizing the Korean Peninsula. Roads are even being built
between the North and South.
I personally acted to fix the VERY UNFAIR trade policies of China. And

again the critics all cried “Wolf!” But I wouldn’t allow China to rip us off
and steal our jobs, trade secrets and high-tech. We are finally WINNING.
And still my enemies, really the enemies of the American People, carp and
predict disaster.
I threw out Obama’s TERRIBLE Iran Treaty. He was such a horrible

negotiator, the WORST. He didn’t forbid Iran building and testing missiles
that could hit Israel, Europe and us.
I’ve supported Israel like no other president in history, and all of Israel

loves me—they name streets after me. However, here the liberal Jews keep
voting for the Democrats. Hard to know who they hate more: themselves,
Israel or me. So ungrateful. So UNFAIR.
I kept my promise to get rid of Obama’s terrible environmental restric-

tions on business and have consistently made pro-job policy choices. And
they worked! I refused to give in to the Chinese HOAX of so-called glob-
al warming. They’re trying to kill our competitiveness, and the DISLOY-
AL Democrats side with China. A disgrace!
On immigration, I’ve also been keeping my promise to stop the invasion

of people from crummy countries. If the disloyal dems won’t fund my big
beautiful and artistic wall, it’s virtual treason. They want these people, with
their crimes and diseases, only so they’ll vote for the disloyal dems. I
wouldn’t let them.
But we’ll have to now see if President Pence will be strong enough

because I’ve had enough of the probes, the angry Democrat investigations,
the subpoenas and lies. Yeah, I can take it. Hell, I not only survived but
won in the toughest arena in the world, New York City construction. I
fought and tamed the crooked unions. I got the building inspectors to
cooperate through shear force of my will. As the best negotiator ever, I got
zoning boards to cooperate and banks to write down my debt. Smart! Who
pays when they don’t have to?
So, you can investigate me. You can have your democrat congressional

committees and Mueller and his angry Democrats leading a witch hunt. I
don’t care. I’m tough. I can take it. But I won’t allow my beautiful Ivanka
as well as Don Jr, Jared and even Eric (so unfair) to be indicted and perse-
cuted. Even the Mafia, and believe me I know the Mafia, leave the families
out of the line of fire.
Having so unfairly investigated, harassed and indicted my children, I

hereby grant them unconditional presidential pardons both for past known
or alleged acts and prospectively (as Ford heroically did for Nixon). And,
as I have arranged and agreed with Mueller and soon to be President Pence,
I will exchange my resignation for both a pardon (though I did nothing
wrong) and Mueller’s commitment not to seek any prosecutions—even at
state level.
America, you’ve had the last successful businessman as your president.

You’ve made it impossible for men of real wealth and accomplishment to
serve as president. There’s no billionaire who cannot be picked to death by
crooked accountants questioning his every successful and profitable trans-
action. So America, go back to the political hacks and losers. You really
don’t deserve me!

Donald J. Trump

www.Dobrer.com
Follow me on Twitter@jondoobrer
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2019

The Resignation Letter 
of President Donald J. Trump

Notes from Subscribers
Thank You to all our old and new subscribers who sent in their payments for home

delivery. And we really appreciated those who added extra and all the sweet notes.
When there is space we will print some. - Thanks for all the encouragement!

About Ranked Voting
In response to Matt Leslie’s last article,

instant run-off voting does have certain
upsides, it probably does lead to more
positive campaigns and lower election cost
if a runoff is needed. But it has downsides
people often fail to consider. I’ve voted
with it before, and people sometimes
overlook: 1) The field becomes filled with
candidates who all feel they have a shot,
because they don’t need to be anyone’s
“first choice” to win. An election that
might have 4-5 people running for a seat
now, might have 15+ people running. 2)
While it’s uncommon, I’ve seen elections
where a candidate, who nobody really
wanted, wins the election. In San
Francisco’s 10th District in 2010, Malia

Cohen won <12% of the first round vote.
Her vote total hovered around 12%
through ten rounds of instant run-offs.
She ultimately won the election, breaking
50% in the 20th round. When only 12%
of people really wanted her to win, one
can’t help but wonder if a real runoff
might have had a different outcome. In a
real run-off the voters know who is facing
who, and while a voter might prefer
Candidate A to Candidate B in the
abstract, things might change if
Candidate B is facing Candidate C, or D,
etc. in a runoff. Maybe it’s the best option
for Fullerton, but people should know the
pros and cons.                   JC. Fullerton

Oops
It looks like renewal time slipped by

unnoticed at our house. I guess the inter-
est payment should be double the rate.
You deserve it. The Observer is the best
investment in Fullerton - that & OLLI.
Thanks for all that you do.

Barbara & Jerry Rosen Fullerton 

Attached please find my check for $50,
which is double the standard annual sub-
scription price for the Observer, but which
takes into account that it’s not unlikely
that in the midst of all the recall chaos I
failed to properly resubscribe last year.
Even if I did, it’s still more than worth the
money for the best local newspaper in
California. All the best.      Josh Fullerton

Hmmm, I don’t think I paid last year.   
Jan Comstock Dell’Ario Fullerton

Thanks for all the great local news!
Please keep the payment for operations -
no need to mail - I love picking up my
copies around town!                Fullerton

Sorry I’m late. It seemed like I just paid
it -but that was last year!     BT Fullerton

Offered for your consideration: The
Resignation Letter of President Trump. I
enthusiastically ghost this by channeling
his voice and psyche and visiting a pret-
ty dark and chaotic place.
I submit this not as satire, though

Trump often seems to be doing some
form of absurdist parody of performance

art. And I’ll begin and end with a sen-
tence that both Trump’s opponents and
his shrinking cadre of followers will
agree upon. In between, all bets are off.
After the indictments and subsequent

presidential pardons of Ivanka, Jared,
Don Jr and Eric, President Trump sub-
mitted the following:

OOPS! We’re a little late. We do appre-
ciate keeping up with local news with the
Observer. Thanks for all you do! 

The Carlsons Fullerton

Keep up the great work you do for our
community.                     Gill Fullerton

You are so appreciated! Thanks for
keeping the Fullertonians up to date and
involved in the community. Carry on! 

Wanda Shaffer Fullerton

Love the paper - but moving. Best com-
munity paper I’ve ever seen.        

JT Fullerton

Dear Observer people, We love having
your paper in our city!

Karen Lang-McNabb 
& Ira McNabb Fullerton

Thanks for a very good newspaper.
Keep up the good work. Happy
Thanksgiving.                 Frank Baldwin

We love the great info you provide!
J&G Fullerton

What Happened to the Magoski Arts Colony?
For the past several years, my family and

I have enjoyed attending the First Friday
Art Walks at the Magoski Arts Colony—
Fullerton’s unique independent art space
on Santa Fe. Avenue. We always enjoy see-
ing the work of local artists and being part
of a vibrant downtown creative communi-
ty.
Unfortunately, for the past couple

months, we’ve noticed that the Magoski
Arts Colony has not been open during the
Art Walk. Various rumors have been

going around as to why the Magoski Arts
Colony is closed, but there seems to be a
lot of confusion.
We certainly hope that this gem of

Fullerton’s art scene is able to re-open as
soon as possible. It is an invaluable part of
Fullerton’s downtown culture, and a wel-
come respite from Fullerton’s over-saturat-
ed bar culture.
Here’s hoping the Magoski Arts Colony

returns in 2019!
S. Kilpatrick Fullerton
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REST IN PEACE WE REMEMBER YOU

Orangethorpe
Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)

Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE

FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor

JANUARY 2019

Lenora Jane O’Dell of Anaheim, California passed
away on December 26, 2018 at the age of 83. She’ll be
laid to rest with her husband Thomas O’Dell at
Riverside National Cemetery.
She is survived by two sons, Robert Webb and David

Vaughn; and sons-in-law Frank Stroude, Mark Garcia,
and Randolph Latemore; three daughters, Marie
Stroude, Melonie Garcia, Lynn Lewis-Latemore, and
daughters-in-law Kelly Webb and Angie Vaughn; 14
grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren; a brother
John Webb, and sister Alice Archuleta, and sisters-in-
law Sonya Carolan and Bernice Webb. 

Lenora Jane O’Dell

TRIBUTES & COLUMN

In the last column “A Family’s
Transition” (page 10 Mid December
Observer) I told about when I first real-
ized that my youngest child, who was
born with a male body, was a girl as she
had insisted since age 3. We left off just
as she went into puberty and nearly
killed herself and my search for adequate
counseling.
As my daughter continued

through elementary school
she was persecuted for her
one kindergarten decision to
wear a dress to school as well
as all her “feminine” traits.
Kids asked her constantly if
she was gay. She didn’t know
for most of that time even
what that meant, but said no. 
When she was about 10 she

came in while I was watching
an Oprah show with  a cou-
ple of men explaining what it was like
growing up gay. She said that day, “Oh I
am gay.” For the next few years and as she
headed into puberty she would live
under that assumption but mostly didn’t
feel like it was true. She did like guys and
she did have the body of a man. So the
conclusion seemed logical.
As she tried to navigate her first few

relationships she really struggled because
there are subtle differences in the way
two gay guys relate and the relationship
between a man and a woman. Since our
education system does not give much
education on gay relationships and I
knew close to nothing, she spent more
and more time on the computer, depend-
ing on questionable sources for very
important information.
The isolation and hormones of puber-

ty with the wrong body changes nearly
cost her her life. She started using drugs
in freshman year of high school and had
to leave high school and spend some time
in drug rehab.
During rehab she had intensive thera-

py which continued after she was out.
She was able to go to a special school for
clean and sober teens. Shortly after she
became clean and sober she found the
courage to tell me again in hopes that
this time I would understand, she was a
girl.
Through the years I had learned more

and more about being transgender.
When she was finally able to say the
words I was probably more prepared
than most parents. We talked briefly and

shared more in depth in weekly counsel-
ing. As it turned out the counselor we
had started seeing, (whom I had contin-
ued to pursue and finally begged success-
fully to see us) was a Transgender Teen
specialist. No coincidence there. 
My daughter was not talking about

transitioning to female at this point, but
started dressing and feeling more free to

be neutral. Along with
this change she shortened
her name to, Zaya. Many
in the family had called
her that for years so it was
an easy move. As the year
went on she starting living
and dressing female and
asked me to start using
female pronouns and let
our larger family know.
She told me in August,

right before the
Sophomore school rafting trip, that she
wanted to start taking hormones and she
wanted to have gender confirmation sur-
gery. She would be gone for the next
three days which gave me time to come
to grips with the future. I realized this
was real and that this step was scarey. I
watched YouTube videos of stories and
GCS operations for the entire three days
and nights. I said goodbye to my pre-
cious son and cried the whole weekend.
I woke up the next day and started

researching doctors, and talking to insur-
ance, figuring out how to change her
birth certificate, do an official name
change, get a new passport, and find a
parent group. By the next counseling ses-
sion I had a million questions and was so
relieved leaving that day knowing our
counselor would be helping and knew
what to do.

Stay tuned for Becoming a TransParent
Part 3 in the Early February Observer.

TRANSPARENTING
by Kay Gardner © 2019

Becoming a TransParent: Part 2

She told me
Sophomore year
that she wanted 
to start taking 
hormones and 
she wanted 

to have gender 
confirmation 
surgery.

I Am Jazz
Jazz Jenning’s reality show began after

she was interviewed by Barbara
Walters in 2007 when she was only
six years old. See the 2018 interview
which aired on ABC News Nightline

by visiting https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xzalQOW_T-I

You can also follow Jazz’s journey
on YouTube, or various other 

online channels venues.

BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5     www.michellegottlieb.com

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT

This society praises over-achievers.
The more that we do, the more we are
celebrated. However, there may come a
time when we have to face the reality
that we are doing too much.  Our bod-
ies can give us signs of being stressed
and overwhelmed. We may have prob-
lems with our sleep, upset stomach,
blood pressure increase, tense muscles,
or jaw clenching, and more.  Our emo-
tions can let us know as well. We may
find that we are short-tempered, that we
snap at people. Perhaps we are teary or
angry, or both. We may start getting
resentful. We may find ourselves over-

indulging in alcohol or drugs or food or
buying things. We may be using these
not-so-healthy coping skills to deal with
what stresses us. A healthier alternative
to reducing stress is to write up a list of
your activities and responsibilities and
assess each one. What is important?
What can you hand off to someone else?
What can be scratched from your list?
What brings you pain? Say no to those
things that are not helpful to you and
yes to the ones that bring you joy. As
you make the list shorter notice your
body begin to relax, and your mood
improving. Enjoy the Journey!

Are You Doing Too Much?

Margaret Ann McFarland
Christensen, 93, passed away on
December 6th, 2018. She was born
December 7th, 1924, in Kansas City,
Kansas, to Orliff Elmer ‘O.E.’ and
Margaret (Morris) Smith, and had two
siblings, Robert and Janet. Her father’s
career with the S.S. Kresge Department
Store chain required many
moves until the family settled
in Warren, Ohio, in 1936. 
After earning her BA in

education at Ohio State
University in Columbus,
Margaret taught English in
Warren before returning to
OSU for an MA in Spanish.
On campus she ran into
Philip McFarland, a friend
from Warren. They married
on September 10, 1950, and
started a family while Phil
was in medical school at OSU.
In 1954 the family moved to

Dearborn, Michigan, for Phil’s medical
residency at a hospital in nearby Detroit.
Finally, in 1959, Margaret and Phil
moved across the country with their chil-
dren, Randy, Don, Mary, and Bill, to set-
tle in Fullerton, California. There, Phil
began his orthopedic practice and
Margaret raised the children while vol-
unteering throughout the community.
She was very involved with the

Fullerton First United Methodist Meals
on Wheels, Las Campanas, P.E.O. and
Assistance League, to name a few. In her
spare time she enjoyed playing tennis,
reading, listening to classical music, and
sewing with her long-time sewing group.
She bravely joined Phil for skiing, sail-

ing, trap shooting, and flying. After 47
years of marriage, Philip passed away on
April 17, 1998.
Two years later, Margaret moved to

Morningside of Fullerton. It was there,
in 2007, that she met Dr. Les
Christensen, and they married on Sept
15, 2008. Les passed away in 2012.

Margaret was generous,
caring and devoted. She
loved to laugh, was kind to
all, and always put others
first. She will be missed
very much by all who
knew and loved her, espe-
cially by her children.
Margaret was preceded

in death by her husbands,
Dr. Philip Howard
McFarland and Dr. Leslie
Earl Christensen; by her
brother, Robert L. Smith,

brother-in-law, Barrie Smith, and sister-
in-law, Mary Beth McFarland. 
She is survived by her four children:

Randall (Ellen) McFarland, Donald
(Becky) McFarland, Mary (Gregory)
Montevideo, William (Suellen)
McFarland; and by Teri McFarland;
eight grandchildren and ten great-grand-
children (all in California). She is also
survived by her sister, Janet E. Smith, of
Fort Myers, Florida, brother-in-law,
David McFarland, of Sebring, Ohio, and
their families.
A private family graveside service will

be held at Memory Garden Memorial
Park, Brea. Friends and family are invit-
ed to an open house, at a different loca-
tion, on Jan. 12, 2019, from 12:30 -
4pm,. Remembrances start at 1:30pm. 

Margaret Ann McFarland Christensen



Gary Graves, Fullerton resident, and
Business and Entrepreneurship Professor
at Fullerton College will once again start
training to ride 545-miles from San
Francisco to Los Angeles next summer to
raise $10,000 for AIDS research and char-
ities.
The AIDS LIFECYCLE.  It’s a life-

changing ride—not a race—through
some of California’s most beautiful coun-
tryside, and it is designed to advance the
goals of reducing new HIV infections and
improve the quality of life for people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS. Thousands of peo-
ple participate either as cyclists, roadies, or

volunteers to raise critically needed fund-
ing for research to find a cure,
HIV/AIDS-related services and bring
awareness of the fact that HIV/AIDS is
still a devastating disease in our society,
particularly the LGBT community and
communities of color.
For Gary, it will be his ninth time par-

ticipating.  He says, “We average around
80 miles per day. It’s a constant challenge
on the body. But the ride itself is really the
easiest part.  Over the next six months, I
will be riding hundreds of miles a week
and harassing my friends, family, and
community for their financial and  emo-
tional support.”
“I support Gary and this ride because

these organizations save lots of lives. The
services provided as a result of this event
means a future without AIDS/HIV,” says
Lorraine Jones, Fullerton resident and
retired Fullerton Police Captain.

You can sponsor Gary by making a
donation of any amount so a cure can be
found and this disease can be eradicated
in our lifetime. Contributions can be
made through his website at
www.545miles.com.  
You can also follow Gary’s adventures in

training and on the ride at
https://www.facebook.com/545miles/   
Anyone who is interested in participat-

ing in the journey is more than welcome
to talk to Gary to find out more!  You can
reach Gary at (714) 264-8778 and
ggraves@fullcoll.edu
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The Fullerton Observer provides space
for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To partic-
ipate you must have a local phone num-
ber. Contractors must provide valid
licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any
ad not considered suitable for our family
newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10
for 50 words or less per issue. Payment is
by check only.   
The Observer assumes no liability for

ads placed here. However, if you have a

ANSWER KEY
to the puzzle 
on page 7: 
“NEW YEAR’S
RESOLUTIONS”

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2018

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS 
Call (714) 525-6402

FOR SALE
AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry, 
or Nutrilite products 

please call Jean (714) 349-4486.

HOME REPAIR
LICENSED HOME SERVICES
Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,

Fences, Gates, Patio Covers 
CSLB #744432.  

Free estimates (714) 272-8702

CITY JOB OPENINGS
(updated December 13, 2018)

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on the
“Apply” link or visit Fullerton City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
Adult Services Librarian 
Full Time $4,338-$5,536/monthly
Firefighter Trainee (non-sworn)
Full Time $4,750-$7,192/monthly
Building Inspector I/II 
Full Time $4,716-$6,435/monthly
Parks & Recreation Coordinator 
$3,629-$4,632/monthly Full Time.
Fire Department Utility Worker
$11-$12/hr/no benefits/at will
•Police Officer Trainee
$5,926-$6,599/monthly Full Time.
•Police Officer (Lateral) 
$5,926-$7,564/mo. Full Time. Must be  
currently employed as a police officer.
•Community Services Specialist
$11.75-$12,25/hr No Benefits

PUZZLE MASTER

Valerie Brickey 
grew up in Fullerton.
She and her husband
are raising their 

family here. She has
been contributing 

puzzles to the Fullerton
Observer since 2014.

A LIFELONG PURSUIT
People over the age of 65 have as

much reason to schedule regular visits
to the dentist as their grandchildren
do. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), one in five older adults has
untreated tooth decay, more than two-
thirds have gum disease, and nearly 20
percent have lost all of their teeth.
Seniors may be surprised to learn that
they are as susceptible to developing
tooth decay as young children are
because increased gingival (gum)
recession leads to exposure of root sur-
faces and greater use of medications
leads to dry mouth, which deprives
teeth and gums of the protective bene-
fit of saliva. If anything, the impor-

tance of maintaining good oral heath
increases with age. A healthy mouth
contributes to better nutrition,
improved self-image, better mental
and physical health, and increased
willingness to interact socially.
Prevention is key to optimum dental

health for patients of all ages. Through
good habits like choosing a dental-
friendly diet and proper brushing and
flossing, you have a lot of control over
your dental health. One of the most
important services we offer is a plan
for preventative dental care, including
counseling on nutrition, the proper
way to brush and floss, and recom-
mendations for oral hygiene products
and how to use them.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092

www.paulnelsondental.com

CAREGIVER  AVAILABLE
Reliable and dependable caregiver with

medical experience available. Will come
to your home and care for the elderly.
Available days, nights and weekends at
reasonable rates. Also excellent house
cleaning available. Please call Marcelina at
(657) 289-7610

EMPLOYMENT

‘72 VOLKSWAGEN
BUG

1972 Volkswagen Bug 
with all Mechanical papers 

for sale. $3,000.

Call (562) 598-5104

complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at (714) 525-6402.  
Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to

inquire about business licenses. 
For contractor license verification go to

the California State Contractor License
Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov.       

SERVICE OFFEREDThe North OC Community College
District’s annual Hire Me Workshop –
Part I, is scheduled for February 2, 2019.
The morning session begins at 9am with a
Job Fair to follow, from 12pm to 2pm. 
The workshop is for current faculty,

classified, confidential and managers and
other individuals seeking any type of
employment with NOCCCD and is open
to the public.  Learn about navigating job
announcements, using the online applica-
tion system, building a competitive appli-
cation, get professional headshots, partici-
pate in a Q&A with NOCCCD staff, and
meet and network with hiring managers
at the job fair.
Check in begins at 8:30am with the

workshop beginning at 9am and takes
place in the 1st floor Board Room at the
North Orange County Community
College District, 1830 W. Romneya

Drive, Anaheim, CA 92801.

The workshop is free but registration is
required. For more information and to
register, go to:

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/north-
orange-county-community-college-district-
human-resources-18160694171

Hire Me Workshop for North OC
Community College District 

WANT TO BUY

Wanted: OLDER ENGINEERING
& TECHNICAL BOOKS

Engineering, physics, mathematics, elec-
tronics, aeronautics, welding, woodwork-
ing, HVAC, metalworkingm and other
types of technical books purchased. Large
Collections (25+ books) Preferred. Please

call Deborah (714) 528-8297

Gary Graves crossing the finish line of the
2018 AIDS LifeCycle 

Gary’s 545-mile Ride
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by Terry Galvin

Fullerton Beautiful’s annual meeting
was held in the Helen Lundeberg Mural
Room at the Police Department in early
November.  Speaker Susie Vanderlip both
entertained and informed attendees about
the monarch butterfly.  Sharing her 25
years of experience, she explained what
gardeners can do to accommodate and
nurture these delicate beauties for their
journey.  Of course, everyone left with a
packet of milkweed seeds for their garden.
At its annual meeting, Fullerton

Beautiful honors owners of several proper-
ties who have created or maintained out-
standing frontyard landscaping.  
For 2018, landscape awards were pre-

sented to four properties, two commercial
and two residential.  One of two commer-
cial properties, WooRee Alternative
Medical Group at 1351 E. Chapman
Avenue, was completely re-landscaped in
a colorful drought tolerant design crafted
by the owner.  

Fullerton Beautiful’s 
2018 Landscape Awards

Ash Avenue.  The Balfour Avenue residence, owned by
Becky and Randy Smith, features a bounty of roses and
picket fences with touches of tromp l’oiel adorning
this cottage style property.  You can see the helpful
hand of Becky, a decorator.  
The owner of the Ash Avenue residence, Teresa

Reynoso, received a front yard make-over from her son
Tony.  After 14 months of work and starting with the
large cactus, Tony and friend Ben completed this
drought tolerant yard with some amazing adornments
and lots of interesting stories about acquiring them. 
With its 2018 annual meeting in the books,

Fullerton Beautiful now will working on its spring
fundraiser, the Fullerton Open Gardens Tour, that
takes place in late April.

At the second commercial property,
Capri Shoes at 3621 W.
Commonwealth Avenue, the owner
took an abandoned looking property
and landscaped it with new mulch and
lots of distinctive plantings.  
The two residential properties receiv-

ing awards are single-family homes at
2430 E. Balfour Avenue and 1614 W.

Two commercial properties and two
residential properties won awards.

At Left:
WooRee at 1351 E. Chapman Ave.

At Right: 
Capri Shoes at 

3621 W. Commonwealth Ave.

Below: 
Becky & Randy Smith’s 

home on Balfour
and Teresa Reynoso’s 
home on Ash Ave.


