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$250,000 LOWES GRANT FOR
WOODCREST NEIGHBORHOOD

Before & After Fireworks Ban - Police Calls Compared

by Jere Greene
Students and parents alike joined forces with

Habitat for Humanity and Lowes for a day of
improvements at Woodcrest Elementary School
on Saturday, July 25. Volunteers were grouped
into teams for individual projects. 
One group formed an assembly line and filled

buckets with disaster preparedness supplies
donated by Lowes. A second group installed dry-

wall and applied paint to create a new commu-
nity room for the neighborhood within the
existing school library. Finally, a third group
cleaned yards, trimmed overgrown shrubbery
and painted the exteriors of two homes of elder-
ly residents needing help. All the materials were
provided by Lowes and Habitat provided the
leadership. Continued on page 8

$550,000 Settlement
in Complaint Against
Former Officer

The city is paying $550,000 to settle a
civil lawsuit filed in September 2013
against the city and then Fullerton Police
Detective Ronald Bair. The lawsuit filed
by Kendra Castaneda in US Superior
Court accused the detective of pressuring
her to have sex on several occasions after
he testified in her June 2013 child custody
hearing. Bair retired from the FPD after
serving 19 years on the force when allega-
tions came out. The results of an FPD
investigation were sent to the OC District
Attorney who declined to file criminal
charges due to insufficient evidence, said
OCDA spokesperson Roxi Fyad. 

JULY 2013 BEFORE BAN WAS LIFTED JULY 2015 AFTER BAN WAS LIFTED

Date         Total Calls   Firework Related     Arrests Date        Total Calls    Firework Related     Arrests

2013
TOTALS

7/1

7/2

7/3

7/4

7/5

Source: Data from year 2013 (before) and year 2015 (after) the firework ban was lifted courtesy of FPD Crime Analyst Tamara Otley

7/1

7/2

7/3

7/4

7/5
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52

228

295

350

417

266

1,556

11

25

37

193

54

320

8

18

17
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772015
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A second Voting Rights
Act lawsuit brought against
Fullerton by resident
Jonathan Paik, backed by
the ACLU, has been settled
by the city. A previous law-
suit brought by Kitty
Jaramillo was settled last
month. Both settlements
involve community meet-
ings to receive citizen input
on dividing the city into five
districts. Each councilmem-
ber would be selected by res-
idents of the district in
which they live. The lawsuits
were brought on behalf of
populations who feel left out
of the governing process.
Voters will decide to accept
or reject district voting in
the Nov. 2016 election. A
pending Voting Rights law-
suit against the Fullerton
School District appears close
to being settled. See School
District Notes page  10.

City Settles 2nd
Voting Rights
Act Lawsuit

FAST-FLO  18U Water Polo team ended with a sixth place in the Silver Classic at the four-day
National Junior Olympic Tournament. The 16U team ended undefeated with a Gold Medal. 

See page 10 for photos and the rest of the story.  

The USA Water Polo National Junior
Olympic Event is the largest age group water
polo tournament in the nation. Athletes and
teams come from across the country to compete
on the national stage. 
The Junior Olympic Tournament consists of

the Championship Division, the Classic
Division and Invitational. 
Teams compete over a 4-day period in their

respective age category ranging from 10Unders

through 18Unders.
FLO Water Polo (For the Love of Water Polo)

has been a Junior Olympic Qualifier 7 out of the
past 8 years. This year FLO joined forces with
FAST (Fullerton Aquatics Sports Team). FAST-
FLO Water Polo had two teams qualify this year;
The 16U team qualified at the Invitational Level
and the 18U team qualified at the Classic level.

Junior Olympic Tournament Medals for
Fullerton FAST-FLO Water Polo Teams

Continued on page 10

Police Arrest 
Knock-Knock Bandits
Michael Billingsly and Evan Blakely

both 35 and from LA were arrested after
police were alerted to a burglary attempt
on Via Mirada on July 27. When police
stopped the suspect’s car, the driver ran
but was captured. Stolen property from
two other area burglaries were found in
the car. The men were charged with bur-
glary and other charges. Knock-knock
bandits knock on doors and if there is no
answer force the door open or gain entry
through the back of the home.
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends in 1978, is
staffed by local citizen volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout
our community. 
This venture is a not-for-profit one with

all ad and subscription revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our inde-
pendent, non-partisan, non-sectarian com-
munity newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton resi-

dents about the institutions and other socie-
tal forces which most impact their lives, so
that they may be empowered to participate
in constructive ways to keep and make these
private and public entities serve all residents
in lawful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways. 
Through our extensive local calendar and

other coverage, we seek to promote a sense
of community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our country is
so uniquely blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:
Submissions on any topic of interest are

accepted from Fullerton residents and we try hard
to get it all in. Sorry we sometimes fail. Shorter
pieces have a better chance. Send by email to
observernews@earthlink.net or by snail mail to:

FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051

FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051
____________________________
How To Subscribe
Subscriptions include home delivery 

and are due each October
$25/Fullerton • $35/Out of Town

Send Check with Name & Address  to: 
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, 

Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________

How to Advertise
Call 714-525-6402,

or email 
observernews@earthlink.net
________________________________

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer 
are distributed throughout Fullerton 

and sent through the mail to subscribers 
every two weeks except only once in

January, July & August.

Missed a Copy?
Visit us online at:

www.fullertonobserver.com
& on FaceBook

• STAFF•
• Editor: Sharon Kennedy

• Database  Manager: Jane Buck
• Advisor: Tracy Wood

• Copy Editors: Viveca Wolff.
Sam & Janet Evening 

• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,  
Tom & Kate Dalton,  Marjorie Kerr, 

Pam Nevius, Manny Bass & Leslie Allen
• Photography: 

Jere Greene & Liz Marchant
• Webmaster: Cathy Yang
• FEATURES •

• History/Arboretum: Warren Bowen
• Politics & other stuff: Vince Buck 

• Roving Reporters: Jere Greene, Betz Kuttner,
and other Community Members

• COLUMNISTS •
•Art: Marjorie Kerr

•Conservation Gardening: Penny Hlavac
• Council Report: Need Reporter
•Crossword: Valerie Brickey

•The Downtown Report: Mike Ritto
• Movie Review  Hits & Misses: Joyce Mason 

•Youth Columnists: C.C. Lee, 
Francine Vudoti & Sammy Howell
•Video Observer: Emerson Little
•Out of My Mind: Jonathan Dobrer 
•Passion for Justice: Synthia Tran

• School Board Reports: 
Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno

•Science: Sarah Mosko & Frances Mathews
• Theatre Reviews: 

Mark Rosier & Angela Hatcher
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by local citizen volunteers for 37 years
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The Early September 2015 issue 
will hit the stands on  August 31

SUBMISSION & AD 
DEADLINE: August 24, 2015

AUGUST 2015COMMUNITY OPINIONS continued on page 17

• 142,026

• 4,492
• 2,360

• 32,223
• 17,674

• $1.6 
Trillion

WAR COSTS in Life & Money

IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

Civilians killed by Violence  www.iraqbodycount.org (8/01/2015)

US Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 6/27/2015) 

US Soldiers killed in Afghanistan (8/01/2015) www.icasualties.org

US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports)   www.icasualties.org
Iraq (3/2003 thru 11/2011- no updates since this date)
Afghanistan (10/2001 thru 10/13/2012- no updates since this date)

Cost of  Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (8/01/2015) 
(rounded down) (Iraq $818 billion) (Afghanistan $708 billion)
Cost of Military Action Against ISIL  $5.3 billion
Pentagon Slush Fund  $95 billion www.nationalpriorities.org

California leads the nation with 886 soldiers wounded and 252 dead in wars since 2001.

Back then escape success mostly
depended on luck and you had to first
establish a connection with either the boat
owner or the people who secured the loca-
tion.  
In our family’s first failed attempt, we

were connected to the people who secured
the location.  Unfortunately the group
accepted too many passengers, and the
plot was exposed.  My family and I got
caught while still in our hiding place, but
many were already at the port,
and the boat left without the
majority of them.  
After our capture, my family

and I were transported from the
village to the district and along
the way met many of our fellow
unlucky passengers.  There was
one panicked woman who had
lost her 3-year-old during the
chaos.  The toddler might have
been back at the village or may
have been carried away by
someone on the big boat.  The woman
had to leave with us to avoid being arrest-
ed again, but she said she would hire
someone to look for her child.  My heart
sank and I didn’t want to imagine what
happened afterward.
One of my girlfriends, whose husband

had successfully escaped and migrated to
Canada, also escaped with her one-year-
old baby girl through a connection with
the local people.  The female guide fre-
quented her home to get acquainted with
the baby, so that she could carry the baby
separately from the mother to avoid being
detected.  The plan was that when the
mother arrived at the port, the guide
would unite her with her baby, so they
could both get on the big boat. 
The secret code between my friend and

her mother was a piece of paper with “I
met the big fish” written on it.  If one cor-
ner was missing, it meant only my friend
could leave and her mother should look
for the baby; if two corners were missing,
it meant both mother and baby had left
together.
The day after she left, I visited her

mother who told me the plan had worked
out well.  Now she just needed to pray for
their safe trip.  To make the long story
short, my friend eventually reunited with
her husband, and they had another child,
a son, to make the family complete.
In my hometown, back when a semi-

official departure program was still in
effect, one of the rich people in the town
bought a boat that could carry roughly
300 passengers. The qualified people
rushed in to register.  One of my friends
told me that one of her relatives had reg-
istered his family of four and was prepar-
ing for the trip.  They brought clothes,
medicines, and necessities onto the boat.
In the early morning of departure day,

the relative brought his family to the port

where they stood in line waiting for their
names to be called so they would be
allowed to board.  In the meantime, gov-
ernment officials walked through town
and installed a big lock on each of the
houses of the people who were leaving.
My friend stood on her balcony to watch,
and she was surprised to see the officers
skip her relative’s house.  She wondered
why.
All but my friend’s relatives names were

called and as the boat’s
engine was started they
found themselves  left
standing by themselves.
The officer asked him
“What are you doing here?”
He replied, “Our leader told
us to be here and get ready
to depart.” 
The officer then told him

“Your name is not on the
list.  How much money did
you give them?  You better

ask for it back, because the boat will leave
in a few seconds.”  The relative asked the
boat’s owner why she had left his family
off the list and told her he wanted his
money back.
The boat’s owner didn’t tell him why his

family had been left off the list but did say
that because she had spent all the money
in preparations for the trip she would have
to borrow from her friends in town in
order to return his money.  She went away
and came back with 5 units of gold and
said that was all she could borrow.  
The relative had previously given the

boat owner 40 units of gold for safe pas-
sage, and all the family’s belongings, jew-
elry and valuables were already on the
boat.  But he found he had no choice but
to accept the short repayment offered.
As the boat pulled its anchor and left

the port, the relative and his family in bit-
ter dismay turned to go back home, but
were stopped by the officer who eyeing
the 5 units of gold said, “Gold is govern-
ment property, you have no right to keep
it.  We need to confiscate it.”  
So there he was with nothing left after

being cheated by the boat owner and then
also being robbed by the government!
The courageous and gracious family

went back home and started their lives all
over.  They borrowed money from friends
and relatives, went back to work and to
school.  A year later, the relative arranged
for the older son to escape. The family
never again heard from him.  The younger
son escaped to a refugee camp, and was
allowed to migrate to the US.  He wanted
to sponsor his parents, but they said “No”.  
When the relative was first cheated and

left behind by the boat owner, he was very
angry and looked for way to get revenge.
But, after his older son went missing in
the ocean, he felt that he might not have
been meant to leave Vietnam.  

Vietnam: Connection & Escape

PASSION FOR JUSTICE by Synthia Tran

The day 
after she left, 
I visited her
mother who
told me the
plan had
worked out
well. 

Son’s Death
Four years ago today, July 10th, Kelly

was taken off of all life support. It was
determined on the 9th that all of his
organs had failed, and it was only the
machines (life support) that the monitors
were detecting. After continued consult-
ing with Kelly's trauma staff (doctors and
nurses), I called Kevin, Tina, and Cathy
into a private room. To have Kelly
removed from the life support systems was
a decision that I felt needed to be made
and agreed on by the four of us and not
mine alone. After all Kelly was (and will
always be) the older brother to Kevin and
Tina, and Cathy’s and my oldest son. 
I tearfully explained everything that the

doctors and nurses talked with me about.
Kelly had been technically dead for a few
days already. The trauma staff agreed to
wait until the following day, the 10th,
until other family members could get to
UC Irvine Medical Center. It was late in
the afternoon when they did the final test
for any brain activity. He had none. We all
did a lot of crying and said our final good-
byes. Everything was removed from him,
and he was gone. 
None of us will ever forget those days in

the intensive care room. We were always
looking for any possibility that he would
open his eyes (even though Cicinelli and
Wolfe destroyed them) or just move a lit-
tle, something. But, nothing. Kelly never
regained consciousness after the beating. 
I have so much to say to the men who

under color of authority brutally beat my
son to death. I will say as much as possi-
ble during the civil trial, but of course the
defense will object to every word that I
say. One way or the other though, I will
have my day, as all fathers of murdered
children should.

Ron Thomas Father of Kelly Thomas

See related story on page 17 

Please Heed 
Mosquito Warnings
First, thank you for your work in pro-

ducing a great little local newspaper. We
have lived in Fullerton off and on for over
40 years, and really rely on it for informa-
tion on local happenings, as well as
informed opinion.
I want to bring to your attention the

local issue of West Nile Virus in Fullerton.
A year ago my husband was infected with
the neuro-invasive form, from a mosquito
bite inflicted either at our home in down-
town Fullerton, or along his (former) hik-
ing routes along Laguna Lake or Brea
Dam. His lower left leg is still paralyzed
from the knee down; at this point, there is
only a slim chance of recovery. Fullerton
residents need to be warned to take pre-
cautions against mosquitos in our town.  
Orange County Vector Control told us

that even though they spray our storm
drains and drainage channels, they have
not been able to get full control of the
mosquito population in Fullerton. 
I think The Observer could make a sig-

nificant contribution to the safety of resi-
dents this summer by publishing some
articles and warnings. Here is one rep-
utable source of information from NPR:
http://www.scpr.org/news/2015/07/20/5
3198/west-nile-update-heat-and-drought-
could-spread-the/

Margaret Irons Fullerton
ED: Residents can also visit the OC

Vector Control website at www.ocvcd.org
for current updates and information, and
the Observer will print updates as they
come in. So far this year the virus has been
detected in birds but there have been no
human cases reported in OC. Tips include
wearing repellent, promptly fixing all
screens, and emptying all standing water.



“Do you hear the people sing?
Singing the song of angry men
It is the music of the people
Who will not be slaves again.”

- Les Miserables

Carrying pitchforks and torches up
different slopes towards the same castle
are Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders.
They may not have much in common
concerning style or substance, but they
both represent the angry and alienated
folks disappointed unto despair by “nor-
mal politics” and normal politicians.
They lead the current incarnation of

populism—and populism is as old as
the nation. It isn’t an ideology
and can’t be easily sorted into
our usual left/right paradigm.
From Andrew Jackson to
William Jennings Bryan, from
Huey Long to George
Wallace, America raises up
rabble-rousers. It can manifest
with a right wing or left wing
ideology. The issues are virtu-
ally the same—though the
solutions often differ.
Populism is the feeling that

the regular guy, the working poor, the
struggling middle class, the women in
the work force, are all being screwed and
not getting their fair share. It’s the belief
that some other group is eating their
lunch and feasting off the fruits of their
labor. For some, it’s the “Fat cats” in
government or business, for others it’s
the “immigrants.” Populism is often
racist, intolerant, classist and nativist.
Someone or something must be blamed
in order to explain why I’m not doing
better, why I feel like “I’m losing my
country.”
That’s why the coded messages of

“taking back my country” and “making
America great again” are so resonant and
easy to demagogue. Populism isn’t a
political philosophy but an aggregation
of aggravations.
Today, the people are clearly angry.

The dissatisfaction with our politics is
palpable. Congress is approved of by 4%
of those polled. The president’s approval
rating hovers at around 50%, but nei-
ther is beloved by the left nor respected
by the right. The honesty and efficacy of
governmental agencies—from institu-
tions like the IRS to administrative bod-
ies like the FCC, FDA, the Fed and our
Supreme Court—are strongly doubted.
Even in 2012, the last presidential

election year, with the Supreme Court
in play and war and peace on the line,
only 58% of eligible voters voted. More
women than men voted. And the high-
er your income and education, the more
likely you were to cast your ballot. The
poor and lower middle class across all
religions and ethnicities remained
home.
Why? Does this mean they were so

satisfied that they didn’t need to bestir

themselves? That’s a doubtful proposi-
tion. It’s far more likely that they were
clinically depressed and didn’t believe
that their vote was worth anything.
The reason for low turnout isn’t that

our votes are not counted in tallying the
results; it is that the results don’t seem to
matter. Republicans have had their
hearts broken by endless unkept prom-
ises to end abortion, reign in welfare and
balance the budget; while, Democrats
have failed to end poverty, racism, war
and climate change.
Do politicians over-promise? Yes, of

course. As then Governor of New York,
Mario Cuomo admitted in 1985, “We
campaign in poetry but govern in

prose.” However, all
the disappointments
add up and can reach
toxic levels in the body
politic. This is, I
believe, one of those
moments.
Few Democrats or

Republicans love
either Jeb or Hillary.
For Republican true
believers, Jeb is too
centrist and not con-

servative enough. For their Democratic
opposites, Hillary is too middle of the
road and doesn’t represent the ambitions
of progressives. In other words, neither
excites their respective base. Most
believe that both of them are competent
grown ups. But competent grown ups
are responsible for the sorry state that
the disaffected believe we are in.
Therefore, they’re off looking for poetry.
Trump delivers the apocalyptic message
of “Eve of Destruction,” while Bernie
leads a chorus of “Kum-ba-yah.”
The Donald and Bernie couldn’t

appear more different. And in terms of
character and style, they are different.
Yet, they both speak to the heartbroken
and disappointed base of left and right.
They also speak to the radical alienation
of so many people, who, though eligible
to vote, believe they have been aban-
doned by the system. Therefore, they
have abandoned that same unresponsive
system.
Though it is beyond unlikely that

either populist will win the nomina-
tion—this is the time for poetry and
flirtation—they may change the nomi-
nees. They may draw the primary voters
away from the “yesterday” represented
by another round of Bush v Clinton,
which does feel like the fourth remake
of Rocky. New faces may emerge. There
is a fierce unrest stirring at the heart of
the body politic. Do you hear the peo-
ple sing?

www.Dobrer.com
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer

Jonathan is available 
to speak to groups on:
Current Events, the 

Middle East & Comparative Religion
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2015    JonDobrer@mac.com
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HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR  OPINION
Community Opinion pages are a forum for the community.  The Observer
welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Comments are the opinions of the
author, may be shortened for space, and typos will be corrected.  Although
we must verify your identity, you may choose to have only your initials appear
in print. Anonymous letters are accepted if the writer can make a case that
revealing their name would be a problem. Send to:    

observernews@earthlink.net 
or send by mail to: 

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834 

ON THE POPULARITY OF POPULISM

Populism 
isn’t a political
philosophy but
an aggregation
of aggravations.

COMMENTARY & LOCAL NEWS

RE: “Can We Talk,” by Jon Dobrer 
(page 3, July 2015 Fullerton Observer)”

It disturbs me to see you accept the
rhetoric of the fanatic left, ”Black men in
America are seen as so dangerous that they
get shot for broken taillights.”   
The fact is that they don’t.  There are

over 800,000 law enforcement people in
America, most are constantly putting
their lives on the line, all are concerned
that their last car-stop will really be their
last, and almost without exception, all
only use deadly force when life is in
immediate peril.
As a retired reserve deputy with 23

years’ service, I am appalled at the
responses to police use of deadly force by
everyone involved, including  the police,
the politicians our public education  sys-
tem, and the media.  All have been
derelict in their responsibilities to educate
our children regarding the reasons police
use deadly force. Educating them so that
these children do not make mistakes that
will cost them their lives. 
What should be done?  What should be

said?  Who is to blame?
First, everybody is to blame:  The politi-

cians who prosper on stimulating revolts
either for money (Al Sharpton or Jessie
Jackson Jr.) or for votes, (The governors,
mayors and the president, “I could have
had a son like that,”) all have let us down.
When a leader, tells people that they are
the victims and are at war with authority,
they are letting these people down; they
are inciting a riot.   
The educational system has let us down.

Instead of wasting time showing how to
use condoms, let’s show the kids how to
stay alive, how to obey authority, and how
to peacefully protest, if they wish.  They
should understand that when a police
officer commands them to get to their
knees, or put their hands behind their
head, they must obey immediately.  And if
they put their hands in their pocket, they
stand the chance of being shot with an
assault rifle, as was a young man, the son
of a good friend of mine, who was killed
in Brea four years ago.  By the way, that
young man was white. I didn’t see any
politicians stating that, “It could have
been my son.”
The police have let us down.  The police

should make and distribute a DVD to
every school to be shown to all their stu-
dents, explaining when, how and why a
police officer uses deadly force.  Also, it
could include a segment on how the
police help.  How can these kids, who are
enticed by the instigators, know when
they are stepping over the line?  If a kid
attacks a cop, it is the cop’s duty to take

you down one way or another.  If a mob
threatens life, a cop can use deadly force
to end the threat.  Yes, he is REQUIRED
to use deadly force if necessary. 
And the media has let us down.  In

Ferguson, MO, the officers were attacked
by a felon with a police record, who tried
to grab the officer’s gun.  When the offi-
cer resisted the felon, and then ordered
him to get down on his knees, the felon
attacked the officer.  The press should
have made that clear and advised the pop-
ulation that when you attack a police offi-
cer, you will lose - - PERIOD!  And the
same is true with the man in Hollywood
who pointed a towel at an officer after
being commanded to put it down.
Now, are there rogue cops out there?

Perhaps! In any population of 800,000
people, I would think there are some!
However, in my 23 years of experiences
with the Orange County Sheriff, I have
not seen one rogue cop. 
But when a rogue cop is noticed, there

are systems in place to handle them.
When citizens have grievances, there are
systems in place to address them.  Now,
with everyone having a video camera in a
pocket, improper actions by the police (or
anyone else) are almost sure to be record-
ed. And as a society, we should make sure
that those breaking the law will surely
stand before the bar of justice.  

Stan Pesner Fullerton

Awesome Video
Column

I just watched Emerson Little's You
tube video on the Fox. Awesome!

RK Honeydew
(former Fullertonian)

Add Bike Stop Signs 
to Good Advice

Jane Rands' Bike Notes column (July
Observer page 11) had lots of good advice,
but failed to mention by far the most fre-
quent violation by bikers: the failure to
stop at stop signs.  In over 25 years of
observing tens of thousands of bikers in
Oceanside, where we have a beach condo,
I have only once seen a small group stop
and put a foot down in the complete
absence of any nearby traffic.  It was a
young family with two kids perhaps 6-8
years old, all riding fat-tired beach cruis-
ers.  Two young parents teaching their
kids the law-abiding and safe way to ride!  

Dick Foster Fullerton

Media, Politicians, Cops & Deadly Force 
from a Retired Officer’s Perspective

The
Annual
Bike
Parade
We participat-

ed in the 4th of
July Fullerton
Bike Parade on
Live Oak, which
was so much fun!
I snapped this

photo in the
middle of the
parade. Happy
4th of July!

Stephanie Olsen



Page 4 FULLERTON OBSERVER AUGUST 2015CITY GOVERNMENT NEWS 

CITY COUNCIL NOTES
by Jacqueline Mahrley

The City Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month. Upcoming agenda info and streaming video of council meetings are avail-
able  at www.cityoffullerton.com.  Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 
and rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. and at 5pm Mon. 

City Hall is located at  303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

JULY 21 COUNCIL MEETING (NEXT MEETING AUGUST 18)
•SETTLEMENTS: Richard Jones,

Fullerton’s City Attorney, noted in the
Closed Session Report that two cases have
been resolved. The plaintiff in Kendra
Castaneda vs. City of Fullerton was
authorized a $550,000 settlement in a
majority vote.  The pending claim matter
of Pacific Property Management
Company on behalf of Montclair
Apartments was awarded a $25,000 settle-
ment in a unanimous vote.  More details
were not available.

FAST CHAMPIONS
Hugo Curiel, Director of Parks and

Recreation,  introduced Brian Brown, the
head coach and CEO of FAST (Fullerton
Aquatics Sports Team) located at the Janet
Evans Center and the Fullerton
Community Center.  Coach  Brown rec-
ognized athletes Simon Lamar and Jarad
Castega, who will be attending the
National Championship and Olympic
Trials.  FAST also has a young men’s water
polo team with 30 members which is
coached by Mike Varela. The team will
attend the Junior Olympic
Championships (see story on page 10). A
young woman’s waterpolo team is also
beginning. Mayor Sebourn and a repre-
sentative from State Assemblyperson
Kim’s office recognized the coaches and
the athletes. 

DROUGHT RESPONSE UPDATE
Don Hoppe, Director of Public Works

presented a Drought Response Update.
He stated that during the first period of
2015, there was an overall savings of 25%
and the City of Fullerton facilities saved
42% (28% is the goal).
At this point, Mr. Schickling spoke

about Laguna Lake, a topic which was not
on the agenda.  A study dated July 9,
2015, stated that if the city does nothing,
the lake would leak out 74,000 gallons per
day costing $62,000 to $210,000 per
year.   The options included a synthetic
rubber lining ($4 million) and a betonite
clay lining ($2 million).  The rubber may
cause a problem with filters and would
have to be dredged each year. The cost of
these recommendations does not include
aeration, recirculation or biofilters. The
lake’s fish may die from ingesting the
material, though that may not be a prob-
lem since the lake has not been restocked.
Director Hoppe said the consultant sug-
gested the top option would be to drain
and reline the lake. Though more expen-
sive, it is guaranteed to work while the
other options may or may not work.
Draining and lining the lake could take
about a year. The other options would
take several months to complete.
Councilman Chaffee asked how El

Niño may effect the decision. Jan Flory
mentioned the concern of West Nile Virus
if water was drained. She mentioned that
she had received many messages from cit-
izens who said that it was hard for them to
understand a lake leaking so much water
when homeowners are asked to cut 50%.
Councilman Whitaker suggested draining
and treating one area at a time. Mayor
Protem Fitzgerald suggested trying the less
intrusive option first before trying the $2
million draining/refilling option. She also
suggested changing the lake to a stream.
Director Hoppe stated that after drain-

ing the lake, the rest could be pumped
out, reducing West Nile virus danger.  

Information about this study will be
available on the website.  The City
Council requested the expenses involved
for all possible methods.  The initial move
would be to use betonite as a sealer at the
price of $2 million.  The issue will come
back at the upcoming council meeting.   

PUBLIC COMMENTS
•Arnie Pike informed the Council for

the second time that there was not an
emergency phone in the pool area of
Meridian Health Club.  City Manager Joe
Felz later stated that the Meridian was
under full compliance.
•The next speaker advocated a change

in the Bill of Rights in order to reduce
police gun violence. “Police officers
should be keepers of the peace.”
•Conrad DeWitt asked the council to

speak to California’s governor about
Fullerton’s water use since we use the same
amount of water as we did ten years ago
though we have grown by 20%.  He
handed the council a sample letter they
could send to the governor.
•Sean Paden compared two of the signs

in Fullerton.  One is the city sign regard-
ing water usage, which can be found in
many places including public rights of
way and medians.  The other, “Our Town
not College Town”, which have been put
on private property with permission, have
been stolen 20 times in only one week. He
doesn’t know who is taking them down
but wants whoever is taking them down
to know “You will be caught before I run
out of signs.”
•Jane Rands informed the council that

the City of Garden Grove is in the process
of taking a position on the Poseidon
Desalination Plant.  Their data shows the
cost of water produced by the plant will
unduly burden ratepayers (raising water
rates by 6 to 12%).  Fullerton should also
consider putting this on the agenda in the
interest of protecting their ratepayers.
•Tony Package feels that the city and

residents are doing a good job conserving
water, but we are still not meeting the goal
given to us by the governor.  In particular,
some people have been ignoring outdoor
water restrictions.  We need to turn in
those who don’t follow the rules.  He was
directed to use the myFullerton App or
the Water Helpline on the website.  If
needed, city employees will either leave a
note on the door or talk residents directly. 
•Denny Bean believes that an IT profes-

sional should look into water bills and
deal with water wasters appropriately.
On a different topic, Mr. Bean objects to
refilling Laguna Lake and thinks it should
be allowed to subside into the aquifer.
•Katherine Lancaster was disappointed

that nothing about Laguna Lake was on
the council agenda and believes the city
should do a better job informing people
about this issue.  She said that more water
is being used by new home construction
than is being used by recreational space
such as the lake. 
•Tom Comstock came to the council

meeting to complain about the filming
taking place on Skyline Drive.  He
believes that both the city and the resi-
dents were misled by the producers.  He
asked the council who was responsible for
the permits and the fees. There should be
regulations as it is a burden on residents.
They are filming multiple nights until
midnight and they have been allowed a 4-

Fullerton’s newest K9 officer, a Belgian
Malinois (pictured at right), is awaiting
processing by customs in Mexico and will
be arriving in town soon. He is coming all
the way from Europe. 
He needs a name and so far the

Fullerton Police Department employees
have selected the following possibilities:
Anzo, Copper, Cruiser, Hero, Jax, Thor or
Trooper. You can vote for your top choice
from the list or suggest another name. 
“We are hoping that community mem-

bers will email their votes to
nameourk9@fullertonpd.org,” said FPD
spokeswoman Katie Hamel.
Well-trained K9 dogs are expensive and

this one cost approximately $15,000, said
Hamel, who added that the purchase was
made possible through a generous dona-
tion from the Ebell Club.
Working dogs reside with a professional

trainer for 3 days. Then the prospective
K9 handler meets the animal along with
the trainer and there is a 2-week bonding
period when the animal goes home with

HELP NAME FULLERTON’S NEW POLICE DOG!

the handler.  Then there is a 5-week K9
academy followed by 3 weeks of on-the-
job training with another dog handler.  
After this 10-week period the dog and

handler are ready to go into service. The
training is through Work Dogs
International in Banning, said Hamel.

month run by the city. All the catering is
done from out of town and the city isn’t
getting fees. City Manager Felz said that
the Economic Development Committee
is looking into making changes in these
areas.

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Councilman Chaffee suggested that the

city needs to look into grants as a source
of funds for repairing Laguna Lake.  
Councilmember Flory said that the

engineers with the Metropolitan Water
District will be announcing a
Groundwater Reclamation Replenishing
System project in four or five months.   
Mayor Pro Tem Fitzgerald promoted

Give Back Packs.  They are in need of
labor, donations and delivery personnel
on August 4th.  Go to lovefullerton.org
for more information.
Councilmember Whitaker spoke about

his Walk and Talk around Town where he
led some citizens around Laguna Lake
Park.  He said that the lake is not just for
local residents, but as one leg of the trail
system, it benefits many others.
Mayor Sebourn spoke of meeting with

other cities at ACOC about landfills and
energy issues in bringing green house
gases down.
SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION
Don Hoppe, Director of the Public

Works Department, spoke of the begin-
ning studies of two bike routes which will
be complete in February 2018.  One will
expand from west of Euclid and parallel to
Malvern to the OC Loop.  The other will
extend from the east side of the 57, over
the freeway to CSUF.  The Wilshire Bike
Boulevard project, on the other hand, is in
its initial stage and the department will be
applying for grants.
Denny Bean and Vince Buck agreed

that the route over the 57 to CSUF will
help students. Buck said both projects are
excellent and have been talked about since
1990. Jane Rands, chair of the bike users
subcommittee, believes that these bike
routes are a great opportunity.
Councilman Whitaker said an added ben-
efit to those who are not bicyclists is that
there won’t be as many bikes on the street.
This item was passed unanimously.

CITY LIGHTS
Charles Kovac, Manager of Housing

and Neighborhood Services, did not give
a report of the Owner Participation
Agreement for Fullerton City Lights.
Mayor Pro Tem Fitzgerald said the item

allows a year of deferment on the pay-
ments to the city which will added to the
end of the lease. She thanked Care
Housing Case Manager Michelle
Manchester and Manager Jennifer Lowell
who run the SRO (single room occupan-
cy). “After lots of challenges these women
have straightened out persistant problems
since taking over,” she said. Manager
Kovack added praise for the John Stewart
company saying “the last inspections
revealed big improvements going from
127 violations in 2013 to only 9 in 2015.”
Councilmember Chaffee said that there

have been numerous problems and a
checkered history but things are looking
up and we should support the new man-
agement. Councilmember Whitaker said
this would be the third year and that the
deferments need to stop.  Passed 4 – 1
(Whitaker, no).

CSUF STUDENT WORK PROGRAM
Parks & Rec Director Hugo Curiel told

the council that CSUF had received a
Federal Work Study Grant and had
offered Fullerton the opportunity to
receive both student workers and a small
amount of accompanying funds.  The stu-
dents will work at the Garnet Center.  The
council approved this item 5-0.

ENERGY PARTNERSHIP
Nicole Bernard, Economic

Development Manager, spoke about the
North OC Cities Energy Partnership.
Brea is currently in partnership with
SoCal Edison and has achieved reduced
energy use and increased energy efficiency
for their residents.  Fullerton’s resolution
is to join this partnership.  Additional
cities and entities include Buena Park, La
Habra, La Palma, Orange, Placentia,
Yorba Linda and SoCalGas.  Benefits
include technical assistance for municipal
retrofits and energy efficiency programs
and rebates not otherwise available.
Funding is supported by ratepayers and
the funds are administered by a utility
manager.  A contractor consults with the
city.  The partner members and the utili-
ties direct the activity, sharing their best
practices.   Councilmember Whitaker was
concerned that joining would preclude
the city from considering or going with
products or services of small companies
and that the guidance by the utility com-
panies would be biased but was assured by
the utility reps that Fullerton would be
free to make its own choices. Passed 5-0.
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The Sunny Hills High School
Agriculture Department- FFA (Future
Farmers of America) spent 11 days at the
Orange County Fair exhibiting their live-
stock during the Junior Livestock
Competition. Here the students exhibited
their animals in two competitions one
called the Market Class and the other
being a Showmanship Class. 
Sunny Hills FFA brought home multi-

ple champion titles and showmanship tit-
tles for the 2015 year including Grand
Champion - 1st place - best livestock in its
species and Reserve Champion - 2nd
place - second best livestock in its species.
Sunny Hills FFA also brought home a

Grand Champion Pen of Rabbits (Brian

Impressive
Showing from
Sunny Hills
High’s Future
Farmers 

Above: Junior Heather Hunt, Graduate Christopher Oh, and Senior Micaela Yoon
Below: Senior Gabriel Rounds with agriculture teacher Brian Kim

Moran), Grand Champion Market
Goat (Emily Miramontes), Reserve
Grand Champion Market Calf
(Gaby rounds), and Reserve Grand
Champion Market Beef (Heather
Hunt). 
“We also have the 1st place

Novice Calf showman (Micaela
Yoon), 1st place Advanced Calf
Showman (Christopher Oh), and
1st place Advanced Steer
Showman (Heather Hunt),” said
SHHS agriculture teacher Brian
Kim. 
Junior, Heather Hunt won 1st

place in the ultimate showmanship
competition titled "Master
Showmanship." Having placed 1st
place in Advanced Steer showman-
ship she competed against all other
1st place winners in 5 species,
including: Steers, Calves, Goats,
Lambs, and Pigs. “Heather  placed
1st, winning a belt buckle and
earning a spot at next year’s
California State Fair in the "coun-
ty best" competition,” said Mr.
Kim.

Above:
Senior
Micaela
Yoon

At Left:
Junior
Brian
Moran
with
SHHS

agriculture
teacher

Brian Kim

Above: Junior Emily Miramontes



Some things hide in plain sight, like the
vintage building that houses Monzon
Garage on Malden. Owner Robert has
been in Fullerton since 1961 and at this
location since 1968, opening his own
place after working as a mechanic next
door at a used car lot. His past includes
success as a Golden Gloves boxer so good
thing he has a sunny disposition. Robert
still wears gloves as you see and boxing
images grace the place but you won’t find
a friendlier guy. Unless you meet son Joe
who manages the place. 
They do complete auto repair, foreign

and domestic, and I have always noticed
an eye catching classic car or two in for
service. A business only sticks around for
many decades  by doing things right.
Good to find, especially when it comes to
auto repair. 
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MONZON GARAGE A DOWNTOWN
WITH THE RIGHT
INGREDIENTS

What makes our downtown worth car-
ing about? This is no cheesy slogan - we
really do have unique people, places and
things, large and small, adding up to one
big simmering pot of vibrant goodness.
While other local cities gave up on their
downtowns, which gave way to monoto-
nous and wearisome stretches of ho hum,
we forged ahead and weathered the tough
times. 
It’s inspiring to see the numbers of peo-

ple trekking up and down our sidewalks.
The many retail stores, restaurants, our
downtown plaza, nearby housing and
more have all helped to make Downtown
Fullerton a destination. Maybe it’s the
vintage vibe- more people are taking the
train or riding bikes and spending a good
part of their day getting to know the area.
And then there are special events. 
At times, special events impact parking

and that becomes an issue. Still, every day
it seems someone comes up with an idea.
It’s official, Founder’s Day Parade is com-
ing back after 22 years of absence. Some
want to install pianos in many public
spaces for all to play and others want to
create more public art and music events.
Art Walk has become a big success, The
4th of July fireworks show is an institu-
tion and so is First Night. It appears that
Day of Music will be as well.
Every good idea needs volunteers to

make it happen, so if something comes up
that you think is a good idea, why not join
in and get involved? And if you have your
own idea, get motivated and make it hap-
pen. Who knows, your idea may be the
next big thing.

Above:
Monzon

Garage owner
and former
Golden Gloves
boxer Robert
has been at
the vintage
location on
Malden (pic-
tured at left)
for 47 years.

Business Updates 
• Steamers has been sold and the final

night was Thursday, July 30th. After 21
years, an All Star jam session was a fitting
tribute to an era of nightly jazz in
Downtown Fullerton. We will keep you
posted as to what happens next. Best of
luck to Terence Love as he moves on. 
• Mulberry Street: Never fear,

Mulberry Street is not going anywhere!
Dennis Bevens is still around, still owns
the building, and you can still have a great
meal at one of Fullerton’s finest restau-
rants, so if you have heard otherwise, don’t
worry.
•Goodyce Creamery: Looks like

Goodyce Creamery and Italian Ice Café
on Amerige is very near the grand opening
stage.
•D’Vine, A Mediterranean Experience

opened on July 26th on Commonwealth,
so it’s time to pay them a visit too. 

GROWING UP IN FULLERTON REUNION TIME
A group of former and current Fullertonians gathered at Angelo’s and Vinci’s

Ristorante recently (pictured above) and Fullerton High graduate John Hall gave us
this:  “Thanks to Robin Silva for organizing a wonderful evening. I was so nice to meet

everyone and being able to reconnect with
my dearest friend from Fullerton High,
Melinda Duke.”  I see Mayor Greg
Sebourn and the McCanns in the photo
as well. Maybe you see someone you
know.

Who is this mystery couple?

TINY: And you thought the Smart Car was
small! This tiny BMW was spotted down-
town. It’s license plate reads “DNT LAF”
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD
“HEATWAVE” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

ACROSS
1. Asian nurse
5. Believer of a natural law God
10. Greeting at sea
14. Designer Chanel
15. “Coffee ___?”
16. ___ Linda, CA
17. Cinnamon flavored candy
19. Big-ticket ___
20. Online shoe store?
21. ___ gin fizz
22. Barley bristles
23. Actor Robert of “Raging Bull”
25. “___ & Easy” (grocery chain)
27. Fall to sleep
30. Lou and Oliver
33. Ploy
36. Clean Air Act org.
37. Get smart
38. Believer’s suffix
39. Start an engine, criminally

41. Private Jesuit college in L.A.
42. Showy bird’s mate
44. Wayne LaPierre is its CEO
45. Pre-med info.
46. Trial’s partner
47. “Don’t touch that 

Gillette razor; it’s ___!”
49. John Kerry’s department
51. Souped up car
55. No longer past due
57. In addition
60. Garlicky mayonnaise
61. Jason’s ship
62. 2015 Reese Witherspoon flop
64. Journalist Lisa
65. Broadcasting
66. Editor’s mark
67. Physics calculation
68. German industrial city
69. ___ meeny miny moe

DOWN
1. Longed (for)
2. Bullwinkle, e.g.
3. Follow, as a tip
4. Designated assistance 
phone number

5. __ Perignon (champagne)
6. Historical times
7. “___ cost you!”
8. Accompany friends 
to the airport, e.g.

9. Stun gun
10. Jones and Smith, maybe
11. Diecast toy cars
12. “The ___”, Gregory Peck 

horror film
13. Sweet potatoes kin
18. Prefix with dynamic
24. Cineplex ___ (theater chain)
26. New York canal
28. Choose
29. Coloring like a young deer

31. 2005 film about 
an orphaned cheetah

32. Cowboy boot attachment
33. Ready for picking
34. ___-friendly
35. Aquarius and Libra
37. Rage
39. Wife of Zeus
40. 401(k) alternative
43. Ball Park and Farmer John
45. French painter Henri
47. Honeydew and cantaloupe
48. Surf sound
50. California/Nevada lake
52. 66, for example
53. SuperLife founder Darin
54. “A little ___ ‘bout Jack and Diane”
55. Tropical tree
56. Diva’s solo
58. Train depots, abbr.
59. Mayberry boy
63. Coffee holder

ANSWER TO LAST ISSUE’S QUESTION: 

On what nearby corner was the Stern & Goodman store located? 
Answer: The corner of Commonwealth and Spadra (Harbor) 

Fullerton Photo Quiz

QUESTION: Where is this stairway located?  
On September 26 the resurrected Founder’s Day Parade 
will begin just north of this Fullerton Landmark. 

Send your answer to Mike at AllMedia @sbcglobal.net

Sizzlin’ Summer Savings
this August

in our banquet rooms!
Call Sherry at 714.879.4022

There’s always a reason 
to celebrate!



Members of Fullerton CERT gave a
presentation about the use of the items
contained in the disaster kits in both
English and Spanish, and the Fire
Department spoke to the children about
fire safety, demonstrated the gear worn by
a fireman, and gave students a tour of
their fire engine.
Music was provided all day in the

school parking lot and lunch was provid-
ed for everyone. It was a lot of work, but
a good time was had by all.
Habitat for Humanity of Orange

County was awarded a $250,000 grant
from Lowe’s to help revitalize the
Woodcrest neighborhood as part of
Habitat’s Neighborhood Revitalization
nationwide program dedicated to serving
more families through community devel-
opment partnerships. 
Habitat will use the funds for various

Woodcrest neighborhood refurbishment
projects.  Lowe’s Heroes employee volun-
teers and the Woodcrest neighborhood
will lead a series of community improve-
ments.

Habitat for Humanity families and vol-
unteers have built, repaired and sold more
than 200 homes serving over 1,000
women, men and children in Orange
County since 1988. The non-profit
Habitat for Humanity of Orange County,
headquartered in Santa Ana, is an affiliate
of Habitat for Humanity International
which works in over 70 countries to elim-
inate substandard housing through advo-
cacy, education and partnership with fam-
ilies and individuals in need to build
decent, sustainable and affordable hous-
ing. Learn more by visiting  www.habita-
toc.org.
As a national partner since 2003, Lowe’s

has committed more than $63 million to
Habitat for Humanity and helped more
than 4,000 families improve their living
conditions. Each year, Lowe’s provides
grants and volunteer assistance to affili-
ates, supports National Women Build
Week and conducts how-to clinics at
stores to teach volunteers construction
skills. Learn more  by visiting
Lowes.com/SocialResponsibility and
LowesInTheCommunity.tumblr.com.
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A FLOSSING PRIMER
In order for flossing to effectively deter

tooth decay and gum disease, it must be
performed correctly. It only takes a minute
or two. Begin by winding a piece of dental
floss around each index finger. Then, to
floss the upper row of teeth, thumbs should
be placed about an inch apart from each
other on the floss. To floss the lower teeth,
use the middle finger to stretch the floss
apart (instead of the thumbs). Next, floss in
an up-and-down motion, sliding the floss
against the side of one tooth and then the
other adjacent to it. Unlike a back-and-
forth sawing motion, sliding the floss verti-
cally against the side of the tooth scrapes

away bacterial film.
Gum disease has been linked to a range

of cardiovascular problems, as poor dental
hygiene and bleeding gums can allow up to
700 different types of bacteria to enter the
bloodstream.
It has been widely accepted that the use

of floss has a favorable effect on plaque
removal and disease prevention. We have a
wide range of innovative dental services
specifically tailored to the needs and wants
of our patients. At all times our focus is on
you and what you want from dentistry.
Ultimately, you manage your own oral
health. Call us for an appointment.

$250,000 GRANT TO HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
FOR WOODCREST NEIGHBORHOOD PROJECTS
Continued from frontpage

Volunteers painted and spruced up the homes of several elderly people in the neighborhood.

Neighborhood volunteers also created a Community Center and spruced up
two homes of elderly residents who needed help.

Above: Woodcrest neighbors pose behind the handy home emergency safety kits they made in an assembly line (pictured below) 
guided by members of Fullerton CERT (Community Emergency Response Team). PHOTOS BY JERE GREENE



K. Marie Patterson moved to
California from Chicago in 1990
and has been living in Fullerton
since 1996. She received her BA in
Communications from Cal State
Fullerton in 2000.
“I began writing at age nine,” says

Patterson. “My e-book Out of My
Shell is a collection of short stories
and prose that I have written over
the years starting in high school.
Some of the stories are based in
truth. Most are based on my imagi-
nation and observance of the world
around me.
I also write and post to my blog

weekly and use it as a way to share
my thoughts and feelings with the
world at
http://kmariepatterson.com/ 
I use Facebook (https://www.face-

book.com/KMariePatterson) and
twitter (@turtleVerbum) as a means
to promote my e-books and
announce upcoming projects to my
followers.

I hope everyone will visit me at
my blog, Facebook, or follow me on
twitter to find out what I am work-
ing on and what I have to say.”
K. Marie Patterson’s new e-book,

Out of My Shell, is currently avail-
able on Amazon.com. Check it out
by entering Amazon.com Out of
My Shell K. Marie Patterson into
Google and it will come right up.
You can even read a little online.
Enjoy!
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As a veteran teacher and author,
Colleen Cruz has seen it all and done
it all in the writing classroom—and
she’s got something to admit:  this is
hard work.  
In her recently published book

“The Unstoppable Writing Teacher,”
she takes on the common concerns,
struggles, and roadblocks all teachers
face in writing instruction.
From dealing with writing work-

shop skeptics to working with stu-
dents both gifted and challenged,
and of course combating the eternal
barrier—lack of time—Colleen
offers tried-and-true strategies to
address and overcome obstacles.
For the struggles unique to you,

she includes a “Name Your Monster”
section that helps you identify your
own individual roadblocks and offers
support through her blog, colleen-
cruz.com. 
“We can’t solve all the problems

we’re faced with in writing instruc-
tion,” Colleen promises, “but we can
choose how to respond to them. And
our responses will make all the dif-
ference.”
In addition to writing the recently

published book Colleen is the author
of several other titles for teachers,

including “Independent Writing”
and “A Quick Guide to Helping
Struggling Writers.” 
Her first novel, a young adult

novel “Border Crossing,” is a Tomãs
Rivera Mexican American Children’s
Book Award Finalist. 
Colleen was a classroom teacher in

general education and inclusive set-
tings before she joined the Teacher’s
College Reading and Writing
Project, where she is now a Senior
Lead Staff Developer.  Currently, she
supports teachers and their students
nationally and internationally as a
literacy consultant.
Colleen is the daughter of local

residents Wilford and Joan Cruz.
She attended Pacific Drive and St.
Mary’s Catholic elementary schools,
and Fullerton High School (Class of
’91) before heading to college at
Bradford College, Haverhill, Mass.,
Columbia University, Teachers
College, New York, and Oxford
University, St. Anne’s College. She
has a Masters in Education.
“The Unstoppable Writing

Teacher is available on amazon.com,
barnesandnoble.com, www.heine-
mann.com or by visiting
www.colleencruz.com.

LOCAL AUTHOR
K. MARIE PATTERSON

Out of My Shell: 
A Collection of Short Stories & Prose

By K. Marie Patterson
with Artwork by A. Reneau

Local Author Colleen Cruz

A new history exploring “The Boom Years” of
Fullerton has been released and is available at the
Fullerton Public Library.
The well-researched and entertaining history

was compiled and written by three local authors:
Sylvia Palmer Mudrick, former reporter for the
Fullerton Daily News Tribune and retired City of
Fullerton public information coordinator; Debora
Richey, CSUF research librarian and longtime
Fullerton Heritage boardmember; and Cathy
Thomas, retired curator of the Local History
Room at the Fullerton Public Library.
The book covers the decades following World

War II from the local veteran housing program to
architecture, to the founding of various institu-
tions from the world-famous Fender Guitar
Company to the establishment of Fullerton’s first
college and university, through social movements,
politics, to the McColl Superfund Site and more.
The book does not shy away from controversies of
the era and includes many interesting local stories.
The section on “People” includes Fullerton

Observer founders Ralph and Natalie Kennedy;
authors Ruby Berkeley Goodwin, Ethel Jacobson,
Philip K. Dick and Dora May Sims; artists
Florence Arnold and Betty Lou Nichols; activists
George and Dorothy Osborne, and in another sec-

Graduation
Awards to

David Wotring 
Fullerton resident David

Wotring has graduated from
Beacon Day School in La
Palma where he was a model
student. He received an award
for his ability to work inde-
pendently with technology
devices. 
Diagnosed with autism at

age two, David has worked
hard to successfully reduce 106
behavior issues per day down
to only a few a month. 
David’s family thanks

Beacon Day School for autistic
children with related disorders
for providing a safe education-
al atmosphere for David. Mary
Jo Lang, a medical professional
who founded the school also
has a child on the spectrum.
“We could not be more proud
of him and thankful for all the
staff from various agencies and
our church,” says David’s mom
Janine.

Michael Noor, 14, a junior at
Troy High earned a top com-
posite score of 36 on a recent
ACT test. Less than one-tenth
of 1% of students who take the
ACT achieve the top score.
Among test takers in the high
school graduating class of
2014, only 1,407 of nearly
1.85 million students earned a
composite score of 36. The
ACT consists of tests in
English, mathematics, reading
and science. Each test is scored

on a scale of 1-36, and a student’s composite score is the
average of the four test scores. Michael is the son of George
and MJ Noor.

Top ACT Scores for Michael Noor

CONGRATULATIONS !

NEW BOOKS BY LOCAL AUTHORS

tion, Fullerton’s first female mayor,
Frances Wood, among other politicians.
The book, complete with vintage photos,
is a  treat for anyone interested in
Fullerton history and makes a great gift!

Local Authors Mudrick, Richey 
& Thomas Join to Present a 

Fun-to-Read History of Our Town

Good Luck
in College

& 
Happy

Birthday to 
Brianna
Moreno 

I Love You!
Grammy

Julian Lim-Hanna Academic Excellence
Julian Lim-Hanna was honored

as one of the brightest young stu-
dents in the world at a ceremony
sponsored by Johns Hopkins
University Center for Talented
Youth. Julian was one of over
33,000 students from 60-plus
countries who participated; 30%
earning an invitation to the awards
ceremony. Julian was honored at
California State Polytechnic
University-Pomona. An incoming
8th grader, he hopes to enter the
Troy Tech Magnet Program at Troy
High in 2016.
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July 28 Board Meeting (Next Meeting August 25)

by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board 

meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month 
at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd., Fullerton   

714-870-2800.  See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES 
by Jan Youngman

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters, 

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton, 92833. 
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

July 7 Board Meeting (Next session August 11)

•NEW SUPERINTENDENT: The first
board meeting with new Superintendent
Dr. Scott Scambray focused on water con-
servation, with the demolition of the
Sunny Hills High School pool tucked into
the consent calendar.

•DROUGHT RESPONSE: Trustee
Hathaway expressed early concerns about
the health and the safety of students using
the stadium fields during the drought.
Water reduction measures imposed by the
district were presented by District
Maintenance and Operations Director
Javier Sierra. The majority of district
water use is directed to maintaining land-
scapes and athletic fields at each school
site.  Beginning this month, all outside
watering has been cut by 40% and the
bulk of the water goes towards the 75
acres of grass designated as “student use”
athletic practice and stadium fields. In
addition to the new watering routines (3x
a week versus 5x a week) fields will be aer-
ated twice a year to maintain viability.
Aerating stimulates root growth, increases
water penetration, adds nutrients and
maintains soil health. Mr. Sierra warned
that the 16 acres of “non-use” lawn areas
throughout the district would turn
“California Gold,” but that expensive
landscaping areas and trees will receive
water. The maintenance department is

converting all sites to a central  irrigation
control center, installing a weather station
at each school site, responding to leaks
within 24 hours of reporting, and not
using hoses to wash down cement areas.
Longer term planning requires board
review and approval of possible  installa-
tion of waterless urinals and low-flow fix-
tures, examining the use of reclaimed
water for watering landscape, and explor-
ing the installation of artificial turf. With
the landscape watering restrictions imple-
mented at this time (and the 2 leaking
pools drained and being repaired), the dis-
trict is meeting California’s conservation
requirements. Dr. Scambray mentioned
that he would like to explore replacing
some of the nonuse areas with more
drought tolerant landscape installations at
the various schools. Trustee Montoya
asked if water conservation signage would
be placed in the areas where the public
could see the distressed lawns. He was
informed that the board would have to
discuss that action also.

•TEXTBOOK UPDATE: Dr. Singer
asked for an update on new textbooks
covering the new state standards and the
feasibility of e-books for the students.
Assistant Superintendent of Education
Dr. Sylvia Kaufman said that after an
extensive review by district math instruc-

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

REGISTRATION 
IS NOW OPEN!

• INDOOR & OUTDOOR LESSONS
• PRE-COMPETITIVE CLASSES
• WATER POLO SKILLS CLASSES

• PARENT & TOT LESSONS

tors, the consensus is that new textbooks
(presented by the publishers in e-textbook
format) are still too similar to the district’s
current textbooks. They recommend wait-
ing another year or two to review purchas-
ing new mathematics texts. She said that
the English Language Arts teachers were
excited about the new literary texts avail-
able to them through e-textbooks. They
are working to create an “in house” gram-
mar text that will be available to students
through their Google Doc’s accounts. 

• Calendar Approved: Items on the
consent calendar included hiring Sanders
Construction to perform the demolition
of the SHHS pool and Knowland

Construction to provide project inspec-
tions. Knowland Construction has been
contracted from July 13th until
September 30th, so the demolition of the
pool and the deck area should be taking
place within that time frame.  

•Summer School: An average of 1000
students attended summer school at each
site to develop stronger science, mathe-
matics and English skills. Others attended
for athletic practice, student internships,
incoming freshmen  health classes, and
honors classes in order to make room for
additional classes during the regular
school year.

VOTING RIGHTS ACT LAWSUIT
(ED: A pending lawsuit against the dis-

trict to require it to change from the at-large
method of selecting boardmembers to a by-
trustee area method may be close to settle-
ment. In such a system the town would be
divided into districts with one trustee - who
would be required to live within that area -
selected from each. A companion lawsuit
brought against the city by Kitty Jaramillo
and others unrepresented by the at-large vot-
ing system was settled last month and will
allow voters to decide on which method is
desired in the Nov. 2016 election). 
During  a lengthy discussion about

adopting a by-trustee area system, Trustee
Sugarman objected, saying “This goes
against the idea that we represent all the
citizens in our decisions, not just a specif-
ic area.” Several of the other trustees
expressed concern about future trustees
only looking out for their area’s interests
instead of all the schools. Trustee
Thompson said “This is all about race”
and “not about serving the students and
taxpayers”.  He asked that the Dolinka
Group, selected to identify the district
lines, not be given the addresses of current
trustees, so the districts would be drawn

solely on census data.  Apparently, some
organizations are designing districts to
protect current incumbents. Passed 4-1
(Sugarman no)

FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
FACILITIES 2015 MASTER PLAN
Architecture 9 has been assessing site

needs over the last 6 months. The compa-
ny’s representatives praised the district for
its schools being both well-maintained
and on the leading edge of technology.
The firm visited every site and assessed

needs according to the three priorities and
developed detailed cost estimates. A pro-
posal was developed for each site. For
example, Sunset Lane School’s needs were
cataloged: improved parking lot lighting
and security cameras; replacement of
woodchips on the play areas; upgrading
telephone communications; and new fire
alarms. Portable classrooms would be
replaced with either new ones or a perma-
nent building. Classrooms would be mod-
ernized to improve energy use. Such
rooms as computer labs are no longer
needed since students use iPads in the
classroom. The rooms might be turned
into STEM labs.

The 18U team had a great tourna-
ment and ended up 6th in the Silver
Classic. Coach Tim Herbertz led the
boys through 10 matches over the four-
day event. The 18U team played more
games then most teams as they had a
rough start followed by a win streak to
back door all the way to the quarter
finals losing 10-7 against the Santa Cruz
based California Republic team.
The 16U team went undefeated at 7-

0 for a Gold Medal finish in the
Invitational Division. Water Polo
Director and 16U Head Coach,
Michael Varela, led the team through an
impressive performance, outscoring
their opponents 89-30 over the course
of the four-day tournament. The
Fullerton College-based team began
training in December 2014 and played
in 125 matches leading up to the Junior
Olympic Event, including a Silver
Medal Finish in the TURBO Cup.
The FAST FLO Water Polo program

currently has athletes representing from
Fullerton, Sonora, Valencia, Buena

Medals in National
Junior Olympics for
FAST-FLO Water Polo
continued from frontpage

Park, La Habra, St. John Bosco, Don Lugo schools. 
FAST FLO Water Polo offers beginner and

advanced age groups, high school girls and boys
teams, and Masters Water Polo starting September
8th, 2015. For more information visit
www.fastswimming.net or contact Michael Varela
directly at: mvarela@fastswimming.net. 

16U Roster: Benjamin Angulo,
Conrad Napier, Marcus Tom, George
Prado, Niam Schade, Victor Fierro,
Brian Schrandt, Brandon Kepley,
Christopher Allen, Zachary Estrada,
Luke Dumlao, Mark Ramirez, Samuel
Dunner, Alexander Keller, and
Christopher Frias.

18U Roster: Frank Cope, Nicolas
Yeon, Cameron Russell, Garet Roberts,
Tyson Coombs, Edwin Doo, Adrian
Barragan, Ian Barton, Thomas
Carrasco, Chance Lyster, Kyle Metcalf,
Nicholas Angulo, Zachary Hemphill,
Joseph Parks, and Cole Adams.
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VIDEO OBSERVER by Emerson Little

Emerson Little 
is a student at 

Troy High School
interested in 

photography, film, art
and literature. 

MUSEUM PLAZA FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Crowds gather at Thursdays Fullerton Market at the Fullerton Museum Plaza and along E. Wilshire
within walking distance of the downtown.

Summer break is a good time to
explore and travel. This summer I
went to Las Vegas, a city in
Nevada. The first thing that I
learned about Las Vegas is that it
gets very hot in the summer. The
highest temperature was 118F dur-
ing the three days we were there. I
don’t recommend going there dur-
ing summer.
I had a list of things I wanted to

do. Most of them were free. I
watched the erupting volcano at
the Mirage hotel. The pretend
eruption was astonishing. In the
Bellagio Hotel, I watched the
dancing fountain. It wasn’t that
amazing to me. The fountain did-
n’t look like it was dancing at all. It
looked like it was sprinkling the
grass. I’m not impressed because I
have seen better dancing fountains
before. Don’t watch this if you’ve
seen other dancing fountains.
The Bellagio Hotel has a beauti-

ful botanical garden. I had fun
looking at all the flower displays. I
would recommend checking out
the exhibit there. I watched all the
circus acts at the Circus Circus
hotel and these were free. I recom-
mend going and watching these
shows. There was a theme park
inside the hotel. It is called
Adventuredome. There were a lot
of rides but I only went on two of
them. We ran out of time because
we watched all of the eight circus
acts.
On our last day we went to

Hoover Dam which is located

between Arizona and Nevada. We
parked our car in Arizona then
walked back to Nevada where most
of Hoover Dam is located. This
dam is famous because it was built
with lots of amazing engineering
work and it’s the greatest dam in
the world! Hoover Dam is big
enough to fit a giant inside! If
you’re eight years or older you
should learn about this stuff
because this is part of your learning
in STEM which stands for Science,
Technology, Engineering, and
Math.
Lastly, we went to Lake Mead,

the biggest lake I’ve ever seen. This
lake was created by the Hoover
Dam. We went on a cruise in a big
boat called the Desert Princess. It
was relaxing and educational
because someone talks on the
speaker about the story of the lake.
I do recommend going on that
cruise.
That was quite an adventure for

me. It’s great to travel because you
can learn about new places and
have fun at the same time. So kids
out there, try to be adventurous
and explore places around the
world…with your parents of
course.

Travel Tips for Kids

Kids Rule!  by Francine Vudoti

Located just seconds away from Harbor
Boulevard and within walking distance of
Fullerton High School is one of Fullerton’s
finest institutions: the Fullerton Museum. One
of the best times to visit is Thursday after 4pm
because that’s when the adjacent plaza hosts the
Fullerton Market.
The Fullerton Downtown Plaza holds many

celebrations throughout the year and offers
impressive architecture, celebratory banners, a
stage for entertainment and a spurting foun-
tain, which is great for cooling down in the
hotter months. The Fullerton Market is held
on a weekly basis. Plenty of parking is available.
The market is open from spring to fall and

provides fun activities for the whole family.
Admission is free. Children can play in the
water spouts located in the center of the plaza,
while parents can peruse the various booths
along the sidelines and keep a watchful eye on
their kids at the same time. Different booths
offer fresh produce, arts, crafts, bread, flowers
and lots more. There is even an old fashioned
milk stand and a psychic! People are encour-
aged by sellers yelling out to the crowd to buy
their products, mainly freshly grown fruits and
vegetables.  An assortment of food and bever-
ages is also available. There are booths offering
kettle corn, pizza, sausages, hot dogs, lemon-
ade, fish n’chips, empanadas, fruity drinks, car-
bonated beverages, corn, baked potatoes, and
lots more. For the kids, a bounce house, face
painting and a small locomotive are provided
for entertainment.
Speaking of entertainment, different local

bands play on the plaza stage for the crowd. In
the month of August, bands include: Dog Days
on the 6th; the rock and soul band The Belairs
on August 13th; the Hot Rod Trio on the 20th,
and the roots and blues band, Kid Ramos and
Friends at the end of the month on August
27th. There is plenty of room to sit and listen
to the music. When I visited, a crowd began to
build up as time went by and by early evening,
it became tougher to navigate through the
plaza.    
The Fullerton Museum’s outdoor beer gar-

den is also open for business on market days.
Residents can eat, drink and socialize at one of
the many tables provided. After browsing the
market and plaza, my family and I walked over
to the Fullerton Museum. Inside, we found
ourselves in the gift shop, which contained a
variety of strange, but interesting merchandise.
On the back wall were three clocks that told
the times in Paris, California and New York. 
The museum has unique exhibits through-

out the year that are only open for limited peri-

ods of time. My dad used his membership card
to get us all into the current Johnny Carson
exhibit. General admission for any non-mem-
bers is    four dollars. The museum also offers dis-
counts for visitors during the first Thursday of
each month and is available for tours at any
time.
The Fullerton Museum has a long, rich his-

tory. Starting in 1904, C.C. Chapman, mayor
of Fullerton, built a public library on the cor-
ner of Pomona and Wilshire Avenue using a
grant given to the city by the Carnegie
Foundation. The library was then called the
Carnegie Library. In 1971, the library moved
to its current location and the old building
became a museum called Muse 9, displaying
bones from the La Brea Tar Pits. It was
renamed again and again until it was named
the Fullerton Museum Center early in 1985
after being renovated.
The current Johnny Carson exhibit contains

videos from The Tonight Show, stage props,
original photographs, costumes and lots more.
There’s even a timeline to show the thirty years
of Johnny Carson as host on The Tonight Show. 
Carson started out as a magician dubbed

“The Great Carsoni”, but later worked his way
up to late night television. People can also
check out the set from the TV show and get
their pictures taken in it.
After leaving the Johnny Carson display, I

walked into the museum’s permanent Fender
exhibit and found myself looking at Fender
guitars, all of which were made in Fullerton. 
The Carson exhibit runs until August 16th.

The museum’s next exhibition will be
“Forgotten Faces: The Comfort Women of
World War II” and will open on September 5th
(see page 14 for more on that exhibit).
We exited through the gift shop and left the

museum. Back at my computer, I compiled all
the pictures into one video and uploaded them
to Youtube using my Sony Movie Studio
Platinum program. My short film can be
viewed at https://youtu.be/Vss6zyNEd1M.
A quicker and more efficient way to access

this video is by visiting the Fullerton Observer
website. All you have to do is click on the front
page of the latest issue, scroll down to this col-
umn and click on the above link.   

Francine looks over the enormous Hoover Dam. PHOTO BY F. BILANGEL

Francine is 9-years-old and will be
attending 4th grade.
She enjoys writing, 
composing and 

playing music, games,
and many other
activities with 

family and friends.

Fullerton Downtown Market next to the Museum every Thursday 4pm-8pm
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BEHIND Behind the Badge 
ARE YOUR TAX DOLLARS

Is taxpayer-sponsored PR company hired to improve the image of our police department on
the wrong track with the message on this magazine cover? And is the price of producing

the magazine included in the monthly fee paid to the PR firm?

by Matt Leslie

This week many residents of Fullerton
were surprised to have a thirty page color
glossy magazine entitled Behind the Badge
delivered to their homes. The magazine
sports the duo of Fullerton Police Chief
Dan Hughes and Fire Chief Wolfgang
Knabe on its cover, next to the caption
“Rulers of Engagement.” Inside readers
will find no fewer than eleven
separate articles about members
of the departments and their
involvement with the Fullerton
community.
The most often asked ques-

tion heard by this writer has
been “who paid for this.”
Fullerton is one of several

cities in Orange County whose
police and/or fire departments
pay a public relations company
called Cornerstone Communications
between $2,000 and $5,000, depending
on the size of the department, each month
to write and disseminate stories that por-
tray these departments in a positive way. 
Cornerstone operates a website called

Behind the Badge, Orange County
(www.behindthebadgeoc.com), featuring
stories like those found in the new maga-
zine. They have also published these sto-
ries in the OC Register, with minimal
acknowledgement by that newspaper that
they were generated by Cornerstone, a
paid public relations firm headed by for-
mer Register reporter Bill Rams. In a
recent OC Register story by columnist
David Whiting, Mr. Rams referred to his
trade as “hybrid journalism.” The hybrid
part of the equation, it would seem, is that
it is paid for by taxpayers.
The introduction to the “inaugural”

Summer 2015 print edition of Behind the

Badge has Chief Knabe and Chief Hughes
purporting to look for “new ways to
engage residents to become our partners
in public safety.” The magazine is “just
one piece of (their) strategic plan” to
“become a model for community engage-
ment.” 
The next quote readers will find by

Chief Hughes is on page 17, where, in the
first sentence of an interview, he disagrees

with President Obama’s
assertion that mistrust of the
police is “one of the biggest
national issues today,”
despite almost daily news
stories of unjustified violence
perpetrated by the nation’s
police against civilians.
On page 14, readers may

be surprised to learn that
Wolfgang Knabe, who is

paid by Fullerton an annual salary of
$204,060.00 and serves as Chief of both
Fullerton’s and Brea’s Fire Departments,
somehow has time to also work graveyards
shifts as a patrol officer for the La Habra
Police Department.
Both the Fullerton Rag (www.fullerton-

rag.com), and the Voice of OC
(www.voiceofoc.org) have questioned the
propriety and effectiveness of the privati-
zation of the Fullerton Police
Department’s public relations. Nearly all
of the stories appearing on Behind the
Badge’s Fullerton page are feature stories,
with almost no immediate news or crime
alerts. 
The Voice of OC quoted Columbia

University Professor Susan McGregor as
saying that Behind the Badge sounded like
‘just another way of doing public rela-
tions.” Even David Whiting’s July 1 OC
Register story had USC Journalism

Professor Marc Cooper calling Behind the
Badge’s output “a cereal commercial, a
piece of uncritical advertising that is going
to convince absolutely nobody who isn’t
already convinced,” leaving Fullerton res-
idents to wonder just what their tax dol-
lars were supporting, and for what pur-
pose the stories were being written in the
first place.
The Fullerton Rag concluded that the

taxpayers were subsidizing an effort by
police to shore up their image in the eyes
of voters following the beating death of
Kelly Thomas by FPD officers in 2011.
The police and fire unions were among
the largest contributors to City Council
candidates the following year, and man-
aged barely to gain a majority on that
body in 2012 with the election of Jan
Flory by just 29 votes over police critic
Travis Kiger. That electoral victory pre-
vented the adoption of a Police
Commission that would have provided
direct Civilian Oversight of the FPD, a
model strongly opposed by Chief Dan
Hughes.
Some have questioned the timing of the

publication of Behind the Badge, delivered
just a week after the announcement of a
$550,000.00 settlement in a civil suit filed
against the Fullerton Police Department.
Castaneda vs. The City of Fullerton
alleged that a former detective, who has

been allowed to retire, demanded sexual
favors from a crime victim whose case he
had investigated, and for whom he had
provided testimony in a child custody
case. The plaintiff also claimed that other
officers in the department tipped off the
detective about an anonymous complaint
made by her about his actions, leading
him to threaten her. 
Fullerton City Manager Joe Felz main-

tained in an OC Register article that the
relationship between the two adults was
consensual. 
The District Attorney, citing insuffi-

cient evidence, declined to file charges
against the detective, but the City Council
chose to pay the plaintiff $550,000.00
anyway to avoid further legal charges, sug-
gesting that the case had enough merit to
win a higher judgement if it had gone to
court. It is the first major civil judgement
against the Fullerton Police Department
since Dan Hughes became Chief of
Police.
Behind the Badge was also delivered dur-

ing the same week that some households
received solicitations to donate to the
Fraternal Order of Police. Readers can
draw their own conclusions about the
timing of that campaign.

Local resident and author Matt Leslie 
runs the editorial blog FullertonRag.com

Is paying a PR
firm to write
and diseminate
positive stories
about police &
fire a good use
of taxpayer 
dollars?
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Bike Safe & Carry On
by Jane Rands

So how’s your bike riding been this summer?  I’ve seen
you out there, cyclist, and you look good.  We’re midway
through summer and there are still plenty of days of sun-
shine to keep it rolling.  But maybe when the summer is
over you’re not going to be willing to give up all that fun.
And why should you?
If you want to expand your biking experiences, take

longer recreational rides or maybe even commute to work
on casual Fridays (hint, hint, jeans won’t wrinkle in a back-
pack), there aren’t always bike paths, lanes, and routes to
get you where you want to go.  It is inevitable you will
need to ride with traffic as traffic. 
“What?” you say.  “That’s not legal.”  But, “Yes it is,”

and it is safer for you and more convenient for car drivers
when you become visible, predictable traffic, just like any
another vehicle on the road.  
Last month “Bike Notes” looked at some safe riding

tips, such as riding in the direction of car traffic and fol-
lowing rules of road.  We even discussed cyclists who may
“take control of a lane” in some circumstances, such as
when a lane is too narrow to be shared with a car, prepar-
ing to turn left, or continuing through an intersection
where the rightmost lane is for right turns only.  But this
kind of cycling behavior is not what most of us have
learned to practice.
That is why there are courses (yes, bicycle riding classes

for teens and adults) to learn why and how to ride safely
in traffic as traffic.  It opens up a whole new cycling expe-
rience that allows you to ride courteously, assertively, and
predictably with traffic.  
There are two very similar and quite popular nationwide

bicycling courses that are available in Orange County and
Los Angeles.  Both courses include classroom training,
bicycle handling skills, and traffic riding.  The classroom
portion shows students why certain behaviors are safer by
diagraming potential collisions and how to avoid them.
The skills portion teaches techniques, such as quick cor-
nering and stopping, which can help a cyclist minimize
the likelihood of injury when unavoidable conflicts occur.
The traffic riding portion gives the rider an opportunity to
successfully practice what they learned in the classroom.  
This summer, LA County Metropolitan Transportation

Authority (MTA) received a grant from the California
Office of Traffic Safety to provide free bicycle safety class-
es run by the LA Bicycle Coalition (LACBC) and Bike San
Gabriel Valley (Bike SGV).  For class locations and times
visit http://www.bikesgv.org/bike-safety-classes.html.
These courses are based on the League of American
Bicyclist Smart Cycling courses.  You can also find a Smart
Cycling class by a certified League instructor for a fee on
the league’s website http://bikeleague.org/ridesmart. 
Also, this summer and continuing monthly throughout

the year, the Orange County Bicycle Coalition (OCBC)
will be providing Cycling Savvy courses sanctioned by the
American Bicycling Education Association for a fee.  The
next scheduled Cycling Savvy class hosted by OCBC will
be in Irvine on August 12 and 15.  To sign up go to
https://register.cyclingsavvy.org/groups/soca.
As a quick closing reminder, Fullerton schools reopen

August 10.  We will be seeing more children riding and
walking to school.  While driving, please pay extra special
attention to our extra special residents making their way to
and from school. Remember to obey the 3 foot passing
law for bicyclists and to yield for pedestrians crossing the
street.  Your extra attention can really make a bicyclist’s or
pedestrian’s day.  

LOCAL NEWS

BIKE NOTESby Adam Elmahrek July 27, 2015
www.voiceofoc.org

Although civilian oversight of police has been
around for decades, testimony from a panel of experts
on the subject at a hearing last Friday revealed there is
a dearth of research on the topic and sharp disagree-
ment over which model is best.
The hearing – convened by Orange County super-

visors Chairman Todd Spitzer -- comes as supervisors
consider an overhaul of sheriff ’s department oversight,
which is currently handled by the county’s Office of
Independent Review. Last month, county supervisors
decided to completely de-fund the office after they
said it failed to keep them apprised of misconduct in
the department.
Civilian oversight of police is now part of the

national conversation as police departments have faced
intense scrutiny over officer-involved shootings, espe-
cially in minority neighborhoods.
And locally, Sheriff Sandra Hutchens is dealing with

the fallout of the still unfolding jailhouse informants
scandal.  In a court brief filed July 14, the state
Attorney General’s office laid the all the blame for the
illegal informants network on Sheriff ’s deputies,
despite a Superior Court judge’s conclusion that the
county District Attorney’s office was also culpable.
At the hearing, Hutchens and Spitzer balked at the

AG’s office coming to such a conclusion before its
investigation into the scandal had even begun.
Hutchens said any investigation should take a more
“global look” that includes other agencies, and she said
she’s “not confident” with how the AG’s office will
conduct its investigation.
Spitzer agreed and pointed out that Hutchens had

perhaps for the first time publicly indicated that other
agencies – presumably the DA’s office – might also
bear responsibility.
“Just now sheriff, you put some very big, big, big

issues on the table,” said Spitzer, who has an ongoing
feud with District Attorney Tony Rackauckas.
The panel assembled for the hearing included:

Hutchens; Erwin Chemerinsky, dean of the University
of California Irvine’s School of Law; Merrick Bobb,
executive director of the Police Assessment Resource
Center; Michael Gennaco, principal at the OIR
Group; Brian Buchner, president of the National
Association for Civilian Oversight of Law
Enforcement; and Kimberly Edds, a former OC
Register reporter and spokeswoman for the
Association of Orange County Deputy Sheriffs.
The experts espoused very different models of civil-

ian oversight. Chemerinski backed a civilian oversight
commission, while Bobb supported an inspector gen-
eral that would answer to the Board of Supervisors.
Hutchens and Gennaco backed the current Office of
Independent Review, with Gennaco saying it should
be beefed up.
Chemerinski said an oversight commission should

include full investigatory powers, including the right
to subpoena witnesses and documents. He said It
should be independent, in ways both “rhetorical and
real,” with appointees immune to removal absent
malfeasance. And it should have strong whistleblower
protections so officers have a confidential avenue to
pursue when reporting misconduct, he said.
Bobb, who in the past acted as supervisors’ special

counsel, recommended an inspector general’s office
that would have “undivided loyalty” to the Board of
Supervisors, with the board able to direct it to conduct
a wide range of investigations, though he also recom-
mended that it act strictly as a monitor during Internal
Affairs investigations. He said the current Office of
Independent Review’s close relationship with
Hutchens is a “dangerous thing.”
Gennaco – who has worked with Office of

Independent Review director Steve Connolly at the
OIR Group – emphasized strengths of Connolly’s
model. He pointed out that Connolly can make rec-
ommendations on officer discipline, and that an
inspector general that reports to county supervisors
could end up having a sour relationship with the
Sheriff.
The civilian oversight commission in Los Angeles is

prevented from offering opinions on officer discipline,
according to Gennaco, and in Sacramento County the
inspector general angered the county Sheriff and was
blocked access to documents.
Gennaco suggested beefing up the Office of

Independent Review to solve supervisors’ concerns
about its effectiveness and lack of updates from the
office.
Buckner noted that the disagreement among experts

over the “nuances” of how to implement civilian over-
sight of police reflects the national conversation,
though there is agreement over the “overarching prin-
ciples,” which include adequate funding, community
support, transparency, independence, investigative
power and input into the department’s policies and
decision-making.
There is very little research on whether civilian over-

sight enhances community trust or increases depart-
ment effectiveness, Buckner said. Still, he maintained
that without civilian oversight, “it’s difficult if not
impossible, for the police to maintain the public’s
trust.”
Edds, who was filling in for association President

Tom Dominguez, asked county leaders to slow the
process down, noting that civilian oversight is usually
implemented as a “knee-jerk reaction” to incidents
that trigger community upheaval. In this case, super-
visors have the luxury of taking a more thoughtful
approach.
She didn’t endorse a particular model, but said the

current Office of Independent Review is a reactive
model that only steps in when things go wrong, and
that a new model should be more proactive and
emphasize officer training, rather than “a system that
casts stones long after the fact.”
Spitzer said he and Supervisor Andrew Do would sit

on an ad-hoc committee to study various models and
then return to the board at its Aug. 4 meeting to offer
recommendations, with at least some “interim
change” approved at the Aug. 25 meeting to keep
ahead of the expiration of Connolly’s contract Aug.
31.
He emphasized that he didn’t want to see any lapse

in civilian oversight, despite the upcoming contract
expiration.

Please contact Adam Elmahrek directly at
aelmahrek@voiceofoc.org and follow him on Twitter:

@adamelmahrek

EXPERTS TESTIFY ON CIVILIAN OVERSIGHT OF POLICE

BE NOTIFIED OF UPCOMING
WEST COYOTE HILLS

DEVELOPMENT MEETINGS
Chevron/Pacific Coast Homes will unveil
its current development proposal for West
Coyote Hills on dates yet-to-be-determined.   
To be notified of upcoming meetings call
714-773-5772 or send an email to

WCHComments@cityoffullerton.com 

Also stay informed by visiting 
www.coyotehills.org
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•CABARET by Joe Masteroff, music by
John Kander, lyrics by Fred Ebb, directed
by Gary Krinke, opens Aug 14 and plays
Fri & Sat at 8pm, and Sun at 2pm thru
Sept. 20. Welcome to the Kit Kat Klub,
where the Emcee, Sally Bowles and a rau-

cous ensemble take the stage nightly to
tantalize the crowd. But as life in pre-
WWII Germany grows more and more
uncertain, will the decadent allure of
Berlin nightlife be enough to get them
through their dangerous times?

MAVERICK  THEATER 110 E. Walnut Ave., Fullerton  
Tickets: 714-526-7070  www.mavericktheater.com 

•ROPE by Patrick Hamilton opens
Friday, August 7 at 8pm and plays thru
Sat., Sept. 19th. Two young men strangle
their “inferior” classmate, hide his body in
their apartment, and invite his friends and
family to a dinner party as a means to

challenge the “perfection” of their crime.
As they become increasingly more daring,
one of the invited begins to suspect. Based
on true events in 1924 and subject of an
Alfred Hitchcock 1948 thriller. $22
($10/students with ID). 

Forgotten Faces: The Comfort Women
of WWII at Museum Center

STAGES THEATER 400 E. Commonwealth, Fullerton
Tickets: 714-525-4484    www.stagesoc.org

They came from Indonesia,
China, Korea, the Philippines,
and every region invaded by
the Japanese Imperial Army in
the dark years of 1932-1945:
women and girls from con-
quered nations pressed into
wartime service as so-called
“comfort women” to meet the
sexual needs of the Imperial
Army in the field. The stories
of these largely forgotten vic-
tims of war are being told
through art in an exhibit open-
ing at the Fullerton Museum

Center on September 5.
Overlooked for decades, the

history of the Comfort Women
is finally coming to interna-
tional attention. Since the mid-
1990s, survivors have shared
their stories, and artists and
filmmakers inspired by the
women’s ordeals have created
stunning artwork in response.
Forgotten Faces will feature
paintings by Steven Cavallo,
digital art and video by Chang-
Jin Lee, and photography by
artist Jan Banning.

•TROUBLE IN RIVER CITY: AN
IMPROVISED MUSICAL plays  Aug.
20 thru Aug 29. Directed by Christopher
Standifer & Alfonso Neavez. Many of the
actors are former Fullerton Children’s
Repertory Theater graduates. A
Broadway-style musical that is made up

on the spot, based on audience sugges-
tion. So every night is different. The cast
combines the Well-Behaved Villains
improvisation techniques with the
Broadway stylings of Rodgers &
Hammerstein, Gilbert & Sullivan,
Andrew Lloyd Webber, Bob Fosse, and

LA HABRA HIGH SCHOOL THEATER GUILD
La Habra High Pitlockry Hall, 801 W. Highlander Ave., La Habra

Tickets: www.lhhsguild.com

Raping women
seems to be 
a normal 
byproduct 
of wars. 

Let’s stop war.

paintings by Cavallo,
photography by
Banning, 
video by 

Chang-Jin Lee

“This is first and foremost an
art exhibit” explains Museum
Association President, Janet
Buzan. “Art can tell a story when
words fail, particularly when the
subject matter is as painful and
controversial as this.” The selec-
tion of artists not only creates a
rich visual space, but also illus-
trates the diversity of the Comfort
Women. “The women were not
from just one country or region.
The portraits and narratives show
that. They really speak to the
human cost of war.”
Buzan continues “This exhibit

is not about one country’s or
another’s grievances. Historical
context will be provided through
maps, historic photographs, and
text. But the focus is on the art
and how visitors will personally
respond to that art.”

Visitors who wish to learn more
about the history of the Comfort
Women can pick up a bibliogra-
phy available at the museum.
Many of the titles listed are avail-
able at the Fullerton Public
Library and online sources are also
cited.
•September 5: “Forgotten

Faces: The Comfort Women of
World War II,” opens with a
reception from 6pm to 9pm  at
the Fullerton Museum Center.
The show runs  through
November 1, 2015. Admission to
the opening is $10 (free for muse-
um members).
•September 26: STAGES the-

atre will present “Unrelenting
Relaxation” an original work of
drama by Amanda DiMaio in the
museum gallery. Tickets are $12
general and $10/members. 

•October 24: “Caged Birds”
will feature singer songwriter
Chelsea Davis, poet Ana Sanchez,
and other performers involved in
raising awareness of sexual slavery
in the world today. Tickets to this
event are $60 and proceeds will go
to charities working to end sexual
exploitation of women and chil-
dren.
For more information on the

exhibit, please call the Fullerton
Museum Center at (714) 738-
3331.

•See Chang-Jin Lee video inter-
view with survivors at
http://www.changjinlee.net/
•See Steven Cavallo paintings at

www.stevecavallo.com
•See Jan Banning’s work at

http://www.janbanning.com

“MJ10” Muckenthaler Jazz Season 10 
by Marjorie Kerr

Congratulations to Dr. Glenn
Cashman, Founding Director and Eric
Futterer, Founding Producer on their
10th year of sharing their talent and love
of Jazz by organizing the annual Jazz
Festival  held at the outdoor theater of the
Muckenthaler Cultural  Center.  The
Festival is an opportunity for jazz lovers in
Fullerton and beyond to hear professional
musicians!
The 10th annual Jazz Festival played to

a full house with a festive celebration June
25, 2015.  Jazz fans were treated to a glass
of champagne and a slice of cake served
during the break between sets of the
Glenn Cashman’s Southland Nonet band
playing in the outdoor theater.  The open
arena of benches and tables is lovingly
called the “Muckenthaler Cup” (vs.
Hollywood Bowl).  The grand finale of six
Thursday evenings (2 in May and 4 in
June) was with the nine musicians lead by
Dr. Cashman on Saxophone.  The musi-
cians were three Saxophones, a bass play-
er, a pianist, a drummer, two trumpets
and a trombone.  They played original
arrangements by Dr. Glenn Cashman,
and Eric Futterer.  An added treat was a

vocal by Futterer. “Lighthouse, Concerts
by the Sea” impresario, Howard Rumsey
is and has been honorary chairman from
the beginning and has attended several of
the productions over the years.
Professional musicians performing in

the Prior Lineup for 2015 were:  Bruce
Forman’s Cowbop;   Lolly Allen Quartet;
Ron Eschete Trio;  Charlie Shoemake –
The sound of Shearing;  Sherry Williams
Quartet and Glenn Cashman’s Southland
Nonet.  Cashman and Futterer produced
a CD in 2014, titled “Music Without
Borders – Glenn Cashman’s Southland
Nonet”, available in the Muckenthaler gift
shop.  The CD received 2014 ASCAP
Plus award!
Plans are underway for the 2016

May/June Jazz Festival at the
Muckenthaler Cultural Center.  Early
subscribers are treated to a sneak preview
party in February.  Sign up Soon! (sub-
scriptions make great gifts!)
The Muckenthaler is located at 1201

W. Malvern (one block west of Euclid) in
Fullerton.
For subscriptions, tickets and more

information about this and other events at
the Muckenthaler call 714-738-0589 or
visit : www.muckjazz.org

THEATER                                                         MUSIC



TUES, AUG 4
•5pm-8pm: Fullerton Police National

Night Out to highten crime & drug pre-
vention awareness at Independence Park,
801 W. Valencia Drive, Fullerton. CERT,
SWAT, Fire Department, K-9 Displays,
Bounce House, Face Painting, Hot Dogs,
music, crafts, and booths. Call
Community Service Officer Juanita Juarez
at 714-738-6836 with questions. Free.

WED, AUG 5
•8am-1pm: Fullerton   Every

Wednesday Certified Farmers Market
Fresh produce, nuts, baked goods, flow-
ers, plants, and more at Independence
Park, next to the DMV on Valencia
between Euclid and Highland in
Fullerton. Rain or shine every Wednesday.
Easy parking.
•Homeless Shelter Meetings CAN-

CELED The County of Orange
Community public meetings on the
potential uses of property at 1000 N.
Kraemer Place, Anaheim, including as a
year-round emergency shelter and multi-
service center have been postponed so that
the questions gathered at the first public
meeting can be answered. Further public
meetings will be scheduled at a later date.
OC Supervisors considered Item #11, a
measure on the August 4th meeting agen-
da, to approve an open-ended agreement
with Mercy House Living Centers, Inc to
develop an operational plan for a year-
round multi-service homeless shelter.  To
be included on the notification list call
714-408-2998 or send a request by email
to 1000NKraemer@occr.ocgov.com. For
more info visit http://occommunityser-
vices.org/hcd/homeless/kraemer/faq
•6:30pm-8:30pm: Last Free Summer

Concert of the Series at Fullerton Sports
Complex, 560 E. Silver Pine (off
Bastanchury, between Brea Blvd. and
Harbor Blvd.) Food available for purchase
or bring picnic. Free Museum Center
family arts and crafts booth. Bring lawn
chairs or blankets (and wear bug repel-
lant). Bands:  Aug. 5: Hard Days Night
(Beatles Tribute). Call 714-738-6545 

THURS, AUG 6
•4pm-8:30pm: Dog Days at

Downtown Fullerton Outdoor Market
E. Wilshire & Pomona. Enjoy dog-related
vendor booths and activities as well as the
usual fresh produce, craft booths, food
vendors, kids activities, beer & wine gar-
den, and live music at 6:30pm. E.
Wilshire between Harbor and Pomona.
Free parking and admission. 

•7pm: The Real Watergate Scandal
lecture & book signing by Geoff Shepard,
member of President Nixon’s Watergate
defense team and  author of “The Real
Watergate Scandal: Collusion, Conspiracy
and the Plot That Brought Nixon Down.”
Richard Nixon Presidential Library and
Museum Arena, 18001 Yorba Linda Blvd,
Yorba Linda. Free but RSVP is required at
http://www.nixonfoundation.org/ (Once
there click on “Meet Geoff Shepard”) 
•7:30pm: Kutturan Chamoru

Performers at the Muckenthaler
lFounded in 1993, the non-profit
Kutturan Chamoru Foundation, based in
Long Beach, is under the direction of
Heidi Chargualaf-Quenga. It is a tuition-
free Chamoru cultural ensemble whose
primary goal is to ensure that traditional
Chamoru dance, song, language and lead-
ership mentoring is taught and passed on
to younger generations who are living
away from their island home in the
Mårianås. $25 ($16/students & seniors;
$12 Muck members). Call 714-738-6595
or visit www.TheMuck.org for tickets.

SAT, AUG 8
•1pm: Jazz Series Duke Ellington at

Florentine’s Downtown Grill, 102 N.
Harbor, Fullerton. Joe Lawton, Mike
LeVan and the Docs provide music with
vocals by OLLI’s own Sandra Kastle, plus
a discussion of the very colorful history of
Ellington led by Joe. Ellington one of the
most prolific composers in the history of
American popular music. His band was
the first really successful big band of the
big band era. Lunch is reasonably priced.
This is the new venue for the Jazz Series
since Steamers is now closed.

SUN, AUG 9
•9am-1pm:  Sunday Brunch at the

Fullerton Elks features all you can eat
omelets, bacon, sausage, and fabulous
waffles for $12.  Proceeds support Elks
charities.  1400 Elks View Lane,
Fullerton, CA (top of the hill off Brea
Blvd., across from Hillcrest Park). 714-
870-1993
•9am-Noon: OLLI Open House at

Cal State Fullerton’s Ruby Gerontology
Center, 800 N. State College Blvd.,
Fullerton. Enjoy a free light luncheon and
learn about the numerous lectures,
exhibits, classes, and other activities avail-
able to adults ages 50 and over through
OLLI. Call 657-278-2446 or visit
www.olli.fullerton.edu for more info.
•6pm: Friends of Coyote Hills
Summer Sunset Hike Join an enjoyable
2 mile walk along the trails of West
Coyote Hills led by naturalists who can
point out the special features. Spectacular
views, blooming wildflowers and many
bird species can be seen. Meet at the
Equestrian Center entrance at Laguna
Lake Park on Lakeview off Euclid in
north Fullerton. Wear comfortable shoes
and bring water to drink. Free. More
details at www.coyotehills.org 

WED, AUG 12
•8am-1pm: Fullerton Certified

Farmer’s Market 34th Anniversary
Independence Park, 801 W. Valencia Dr.
(next to the DMV) between Euclid and
Highland. Activities include free raffle of
produce at 10:30am, children’s face
painting, music and story telling featur-
ing international storyteller Theresa
Amoon at 10am, 11am and 11:30am.
Free. 714-535-5694

THURS, AUG 13
•4pm-8:30pm: Downtown Fullerton

Outdoor Market E. Wilshire &
Pomona. Enjoy fresh produce, craft
booths, food vendors, kids activities, beer
& wine garden, and live music at
6:30pm. E. Wilshire between Harbor
and Pomona. Free parking and admis-
sion. 

•7:30pm: “Climate Change in LA:
Addressing our Era’s Extraordinary
Challenge” a free presentation by David
Fink of Climate Resolve explains how cli-
mate change is affecting our local environ-
ment, as well as what’s being done to mit-
igate and adapt to these changes. Focus is
on the role that individuals can play in
helping their communities address cli-
mate change, including action on legisla-
tion. Rio Hondo Sierra Club Meeting
begins at 7pm with self-hosted dinner &
social time at Coco’s, 1250 E. Imperial
Highway, Brea (near SE corner of State
College & Imperial, west of 57 freeway). 

TUES, AUG 18
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council

Meeting at City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth. Go to www.cityoffuller-
ton.com to see the agenda.

WED, AUG 19
•8am-1pm: Fullerton   Every

Wednesday Certified Farmers Market
Fresh produce, nuts, baked goods, flow-
ers, plants, and more at Independence
Park, next to the DMV on Valencia
between Euclid and Highland in
Fullerton. Rain or shine every Wednesday.
Easy parking.
•4pm-7pm: The Perks of Being a

Wallflower Teen Book to Movie Club at
Fullerton Public Library Teen Area (for
high school students only), 353 W.
Commonwealth. Read the book before-
hand, come watch the movie, enjoy
snacks, and discuss it with other teens.
Free. 714-738-6326

THURS, AUG 20
•4pm-8:30pm: Downtown Fullerton

Outdoor Market E. Wilshire & Pomona.
Enjoy fresh produce, craft booths, food
vendors, kids activities, beer & wine gar-
den, and live music at 6:30pm. E.
Wilshire between Harbor and Pomona.
Free parking and admission. 
•5pm-7:30pm: All the Arts

Foundation Benefit  honors FSD
Superintendent Dr. Robert Pletka for out-
standing support of Arts Education.
Cocktails, Appetizers, Raffle Baskets and
Surprises at 1937 E. Dana Place,
Fullerton. $25 (Every $25 supports one
student for a year of All the Arts classes)
RSVP 714-447-7489
•7:30pm: Lisa Haley & The Zydekats

at the Muckenthaler Cultural Center,
1201 W. Malvern, Fullerton. This two-
time Grammy nominee and 4th genera-
tion fiddler, dancer, vocalist and song-
writer and her all-star band serve up orig-
inal tunes in the Louisiana Bayou and
Celtic/Jazz traditions. $25 ($16/students
& seniors; $12 Muck members). Call
714-738-6595 or visit
www.TheMuck.org for tickets.

FRI, AUG 21
•6:30pm-10pm: Brea Fest A Taste of

the Arts Brea Civic & Cultural Center, 1
Civic Center Circle, Brea. Art demos,
food & beverages from over 30 restau-
rants, 4 Stages with live entertainment,
theater and music, and Kidsville with face
painting, caricature artist, and crafts to
make. Admission is free. Food tickets $3 

SAT, AUG 22
•10:30am-2:30pm: Free SAT & PSAT

Practice Tests at the Fullerton Public
Library Osborne Auditorium, 353 W.
Commonwealth, Fullerton. Find out how
you’ll do on the new SATs or new PSATs
without affecting your college record?
Bring a calculator, #2 pencils, a bottle of
water, and a small snack! Free. RSVP by
calling Elizabeth Kim at 714.773.9088 or
by email to fullerton@c2educate.com
•5:30pm-8:30pm: Fullerton Sister

City Annual Taco Festival at Fullerton
Museum Plaza on Wilshire between
Harbor and Lemon. Three tacos for $5.
Entertainment includes karate demon-
stration at 5:30pm; Korean Dance &
Drumming at 6:30pm; and Mariachi
Band at 7:30pm. Proceeds from taco sales
help support Sister City. Free admission.
•5:30pm: Fullerton Arboretum 4th

Annual Brews & Blues at Fullerton
Arboretum, 1900 Associated Road, at the
edge of the CSUF campus. Live blues
music, food from local restaurants, and
beer tasting from California’s best brew-
eries in a relaxing garden setting. Proceeds
support the Arboretum. Designated driv-
er tickets are $10 with purchase of one
regular ticket. For tickets call 657-278-
4010 or visit www.fullertonarboretum.org 

THURS, AUG 27
•7:30pm: Orange Empire Chorus at

the Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 1201
W. Malvern, Fullerton. Each performance
is a combination of old standards, con-
temporary tunes and comedy songs all
sung in four-part harmony Barbershop
style. $25 ($16/students & seniors; $12
Muck members). Call 714-738-6595 or
visit www.TheMuck.org for tickets.

SAT, AUG 29
•10:30am-1:30pm: Make a Lunchbag

at Fullerton Public Library Community
Room, 353 W. Commonwealth. Bring
1/2 yard of cotton canvas, 1/2 yard of
quilt-weight fabric for inner liner, thread,
8 inches of velcro, 1 yard of 1” wide cot-
ton strapping. Free instruction. For ages
16 and over. RSVP to Chaunacey
Dunklee at 714-738-6327 or email chau-
naceyd@ci.fullerton.ca.us
•12:30pm-5:30pm: Hal Sherbeck

Celebration of Life & Sculpture
Dedication at Fullerton College Campus
Theatre, 321 E. Chapman Ave.,
Fullerton. RSVP. to 714-992-7150.
12:30-reception on patio; 2pm-celebra-
tion of life; 3:15-tour of Hall of Fame and
sculpture dedication at the library, gym
and Sherbeck Field.

FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 15AUGUST 2015 EVENTS

THURS, AUG 6 continued

INTO THE LIGHT: 
Plein Air Exhibit

A celebration of the impressionistic
approach to landscape and seascape

painting in California.

Wednesday-Sunday 
12 noon to 5pm 

thru September 13, 2015

CITY OF BREA ART GALLERY
1 Civic Center Circle, Brea
www.BreaGallery.com

THURS, AUG 13 continued
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Orangethorpe
Christian 
Church

(Disciples of Christ)

Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE
FULLERTON (714) 871-3400

www.orangethorpe.org

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor

AUGUST 2015

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS  WELCOME  YOU

REST IN PEACE • WE REMEMBER YOU • REST IN PEACE • WE REMEMBER YOU

TRIBUTES & RELIGIOUS NEWS 

Julie Kim
If you want something done, ask a busy person to

do it.  With Julie Kim, you didn’t even have to ask.
Her generosity was her calling card.  Sadly, on July
21, 2015, Julie was killed in an automobile accident.
Her family lost a wonderful wife, mother, daughter,
sister, and aunt, and everyone who knew her lost a
wonderful friend, coworker, and doctor.  Sunny
Hills High School lost a tireless volunteer, and
Fullerton lost a community leader.   
Julie was born in Seoul, Korea in 1963 and moved

to Los Angeles with her family in 1974.  She attend-
ed elementary school and junior high school in Van
Nuys, then went to Birmingham High School in
Encino.  She got her bachelor’s degree in psychobi-
ology from UCLA in 1984, then went on to gradu-
ate from the school of optometry at UC Berkeley.
She started her own practice, the Valley Optometric
Associates, in 1991 - choosing to locate in Van Nuys
to be near her parents.  Along the way, she married
her husband and fellow Bruin, Chang Kim, and they
started a family.  Their daughter Alexandra was born
in 1992, and their son Cody arrived in 1997.     
Julie’s children went to Laguna Road elementary

school, and Julie didn’t waste any time before
becoming an active room mother and PTSA mem-
ber.   By the time her children graduated from Sunny
Hills High School, Julie’s list of volunteer activities
had mushroomed.  She coordinated dances and the
food fair at International Day.  She organized stu-
dent programs and helped out with her kids’ sports
teams.  And she was a champion fundraiser.  She
solicited donors, publicized events, wrapped gift bas-
kets, tossed her own money into the kitty, and hand-
ed out prizes.  All the while she kept up a busy opto-
metric practice and even managed to find the time
to bring lunch to her kids when she had a day off.
She was president of the Sunny Hills Foundation for
Education in 2015, and she planned to continue in
that role - even after her kids graduated from high
school.  And if anyone in her extended circle had an
after-hours eye crisis - Julie would be there with her
black bag.  She just never stopped giving.  
Not everyone can keep her priorities straight while

juggling work and family, but Julie showed everyone
how to do it.  She carried a lot of responsibility on
her slender shoulders, but she did it all with a quiet
voice, a gentle laugh, a steely resolve, and a bottom-
less love for her family and friends.   As one friend
put it, she did so much because she just “loved hard-
er” than anyone else. And that makes it harder for
those she left behind.     

Hundreds of people gathered at Sunny Hills
High School for a celebration of her life on
Sunday, July 26th. Her favorite songs from the
Eagles and the Beatles played in the background
while people from all corners of her life filled the
bleachers, many of them wearing orange, her
favorite color.  After a moving ceremony, several
audience members took the microphone to
share their memories of Julie’s kindness, and the
way in which she treated everyone with respect.  
Julie was preceded in death by her father, Ill

Son Kang.  She is survived by her husband and
children, her mother Nam Soon Kang, her
brother James Kang (Elizabeth), her sister Mina
Kang, her brother-in-law Jonnathan Kim
(Jeannie) and five nieces and nephews.  
In lieu of flowers, anyone who wishes to

honor Julie can make a donation to a scholar-
ship fund that will be set up in her name.
Checks should be payable to “Sunny Hills
Foundation for Education” with a notation that
it is for the Julie Kim Memorial Scholarship.
Checks should be sent to 1435 N. Harbor Blvd.,
Box 123, Fullerton, CA  92835.   

Julie on a happy day helping to make
International Day at Sunny Hills a success.

Lorraine P. Whalen
Lorraine Pearl Whalen was born to Oscar Runquist and

Florence (Eisleben) Runquist on November 28, 1924 in Clinton,
Iowa. She passed away at home into the arms of her Savior on
July 26, 2015. 
Lorraine moved to the Los Angeles area during World War II

and worked as a telephone operator for Pacific Bell.  She married
Tim Whalen in 1946 in
Inglewood, California. From
their union were born 3
daughters and 1 son. Tim
and Lorraine moved their
family to Fullerton in 1957.
Her husband preceded her in
death on February 15, 1978. 
Mrs. Whalen was a lifelong

member of the Lutheran
Church, having attended St.
Luke’s in Fullerton for over
50 years. She loved her Lord
and Savior and devoted
many years to teaching
Sunday School, singing in
the choir, Women’s group,
Altar Guild and Bible studies. 
Lorraine was a bookkeeper for Orange County Food Service

for 30 years. She retired at 70 years young to raise 2 of her grand-
children. 
In addition to her husband, she was preceded in death by her

parents; brother Warren Runquist; sister Jacquelyn Courtney;
eldest daughter Pam Hansen; youngest daughter Nanci Jo Marti;
and grandson James Hansen. 
Survivors include daughter Karen Skrocki (Chet), son Steven

Whalen (Cindy), granddaughter Victoria Hansen, grandsons
Steven Skrocki and Kevin Whalen, several nieces and nephews,
and one great-granddaughter. 
Visitation was held July 30th at McAulay & Wallace Mortuary,

902 N. Harbor Blvd., Fullerton.  Funeral service were held at St.
Luke’s Lutheran Church, 2000 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, on
July 31st with a luncheon following. Memorial gifts may be
made in Lorraine’s name to St. Luke’s Lutheran Church.

TRIBUTES
for local residents
are free in the

Fullerton
Observer 

as space allows. 
Send by email to
observernews
@earthlink.net
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Kelly Thomas Remembered
About 25 people showed up for a

memorial anniversary held in memory of
Kelly Thomas on Sunday, July 5th four
years after his death. The 11am gathering
took place at the Fullerton Transportation
Center location where Kelly was beaten
by six Fullerton police officers. He never
regained consciousess and was taken off
life support days later. The beating was
caught on surveillance tape and two of the
officers, Ramos and Cicinelli, were
charged with murder and excessive force.
The case against the third officer was
dropped after the jury brought back a not-
guilty verdict for the first two. The FBI
Civil Rights division declined to pick up
the case. A demonstration broke out after
the not-guilty verdict with 800 people in
the streets downtown protesting the out-
come. The City of Fullerton paid Kelly’s
mother a settlement of $1 million. (Kelly’s
father Ron still has an unlawful death
claim pending against the city.) 

After Kelly’s death the police chief
“retired” and an interim took his place
before Chief Hughes was hired. He  fired
three of the officers involved in the beat-
ing and made other positive changes at
the police department including better
training and a homeless liaison program. 
Michael Gennaco, an outside investiga-

tor with OIR (Office of Independent
Review), was called in to look over prac-
tices within the police department. He
made 59 recommendations, most of
which were already being put into place
by Chief Hughes.  
Due to his mental illness and homeless-

ness Kelly became a catalyst as people
searched for answers (in addition to better
police training) to prevent such a tragedy
from happening again. The Fullerton Task
Force on Homelessness and Mental Illness
was formed. Creating a year-round,
multi-service homeless shelter was the task
force’s top recommendation. 

On Friday, June 26, over 300 people
attended a Memorial Service for long-
time Fullerton resident Bill McGarvey, Jr.,
at the Muckenthaler Cultural Center. The
service included some of his favorite Irish
songs; Danny Boy and When Irish Eyes are
Smiling sung by Mathew Dunn, the
National Anthem and Amazing Grace
sung by Monette Velasco and concluded
with an Irish Blessing read by all.  The
CSUF ROTC provided an Honor Guard
and Presentation of Colors.  Three of the
four Honor Guard members had received
scholarships from Bill McGarvey, Jr.
Jim Williams served as emcee and eulo-

gies were delivered by William J.
McGarvey, III, Joe Lins, Milly Heaton,
Zoot Velasco, Terry Bruton and Patrick
McGarvey.
All noted Bill’s generosity in support of

the Fullerton community for more than
six decades.  Milly Heaton told about his
numerous gifts in support of Cal State
University Fullerton Arts and Music pro-
grams.  Bill was awarded the CSUF
President’s Medallion in 1992, one of only
two awarded in the past 50 years.  
Son Bill related a story how his Dad

raised the funds to support a library at
Maple School after it reopened in 1996.
Bill asked the principal Glenda
Thompson what she needed. She
responded “a library.” Bill asked how
much is that?  She responded “$10,000.”
Bill went back to his office and wrote a
check for $1,000.  He then called nine of

his closest friends and asked them each to
write a check for $1,000.  The next day he
delivered the checks to Glenda
Thompson.  That is how Bill did things,
quietly, efficiently and effectively.
As a member of the Fullerton American

Legion Post 142, Bill taught us how to
raise funds for our community activities.
Without a physical Post and a hall to rent
and/or have profits from bar sales,
Fullerton Post 142 was limited in making
community contributions.  In 2002,
when we were struggling trying to finance
the Veterans Day parade and expand our
activities to include Girls State and Youth
Environmental Leadership Conference,
Bill sat down with Bill Hessen and myself
and taught us “Fundraising for Non-
Profits 101.”   He first asked how much
money do you need?  We said $5,000.  He
said that is 10 people donating $500 each.
He said “you guys get five and I will get
five.” McGarvey had his 5 in two days; it
took Hessen and me two weeks. But we
learned the lesson and at appropriate
times he provided additional direction.
Under his guidance we started with 10
members and have grown to our current
18.  This has allowed us to be one of the
most active American Legion Posts in the
State of California and the only one that
does it without a bar or hall to rent.
Bill McGarvey, Jr., is someone that will

be missed by the entire community and
especially our Fullerton American Legion
Post 142.  

Bill McGarvey, Jr. Memorial by Ed Paul 

Post 142 Members Honored
Fullerton American Legion Post 142 recognized members of

the Greatest Generation, WWII veterans who answered the
Nation’s call during one of our darkest hours.  CDR Harris
introduced the nonagenarians. The Post also recognized Pat
Hyland as Legionnaire of the Year citing Pat’s many years of
service with Boys and Girls State, as Service Officer and all other
Post activities. PHOTOS BY MIKE BOX-POST HISTORIAN

Above: Commander Marilyn Harris (third from left) introduces 
honorees Gordon Palmer-91, Warren Holmes-90, Kendall Neisess-95,

Charles Pecoraro-97, John Riegel-91 and John Collins-90. 
At Right: Legionnaire of the Year Pat Hyland.
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Amy (at center) with Bella and Will, found a volunteer 
occupation that combined her love of horses and children 

and taught her about disability.

What Tara’s Chance Did for Me! by Amy Davis
Tara’s Chance was named for a wonderful horse
that was happiest when she was working with kids.
Tara had a unique sense of knowing what her
young riders needed.  She was gentle, kind and
would show such compassion to the young ones
she worked with.  Sadly, Tara is no longer with us
but her heart still beats at Tara’s Chance.  
Tara’s Chance founder Cindy Howells has owned

horses for over thirty years.  Horses don’t judge or
criticize and Cindy saw first hand the confidence,
love and trust that Tara both taught to, and received
from, her 300+ riders.  She wanted that feeling to
live on in the name of her favorite horse so with the
help of her husband “Mr. Tim,” they started Tara’s
Chance. 
There are now over twenty participants in the pro-

gram.  Although most are kids, there is no age limit.
Everyone benefits, from Andrew who helps once a
week by cleaning the ranch, feeding the horses and
just spending time being responsible for something
on his own to Bella who is bound to a wheelchair
but gets to hop on her favorite horse Maggie and
finally feel like she is walking. 
Originally I was just a horse owner up at the

ranch.  I can’t remember ever being around anyone

disabled mentally or physically while growing up or
really even as an adult.  I can say that sometimes I
would feel uncomfortable for not knowing how to
handle my own feelings when around someone dis-
abled.  But I quickly learned that it isn’t the disabled
person with the problem.  It was me!  
I realized this when one day Cindy called me over

after a volunteer hadn’t shown up and asked me if I
could help out.   I now volunteer two days a week
with lessons and as much as I can for all the other
activities at Tara’s Chance.  We recently held our 3rd
Annual Friends & Family BBQ to share with every-
one what we do.  
While we do have an awesome group of young

adults that volunteer, they come and go as their life
changes. We are always in need of volunteers so that
we can continue to expand and allow more kids to
come and ride.   Their eyes light up when they see
the volunteers just as much as they do when they see
the horses.  Those kids give me purpose.  If I didn’t
show up I would miss out on so many smiles, and
who wants to miss out on a day of smiles, sunshine
and sweet horses?  It’s just as much my therapy as it
is theirs.  For that I am thankful.

Special Olympians Run Through Fullerton

At Left: Representatives of the
Special Olympic program are pre-
sented with a certificate from the

city by Mayor Sebourn.

Below: A young future Special
Olympic athlete showed off his
expertise on his nifty wheelchair.

PHOTOS BY JERE GREENE

Contact Tara’s Chance at 714-681-2973. To learn more about
this unique local program visit www.taraschance.org. Tara’s
Chance is located at 219 East Claire Ave., in Fullerton.

by Jere Greene
Special Olympic athletes and

police department employees carried
the Torch of Hope through
Fullerton on July 20 ending in a
7am ceremony on Highland
between City Hall and the Police
Department.
During the celebration ceremony,

track & field gold medalist and
Special Olympic athlete Brett Laza
was presented with a city certificate
from Mayor Sebourn and an “I Love
Fullerton” T-shirt from Police Chief
Hughes.  
The games ran from July 25

through Aug. 2 in LA and featured
6,500 special athletes from 165
countries competing in 25 sports.
Fullerton was a host town for ath-
letes from Tunisia, Lebanon,
Rwanda, Ukraine, and Bosnia
Herzegovina.  Two hundred of the
athletes were housed at Cal State
Fullerton where they practiced their
skills in anticipation of the competi-
tion.
The local organizing committee

included David Bowman, Lynn
Bradford, Gail Bowman, Jim Azling,
Kathy Campanelli, Robin Preston,
Dan Harwell, Paul Miller  and Tom
Tice. The Fire Department and
Police Department and five down-
town restaurants helped raise funds
in a series of events.

Special Olympic athletes and law enforcement members 
carried the Torch of Hope through several Orange County 

Host Towns including Fullerton. 

PHOTOS BY JERE GREENE



The Importance of Touch

CHANGE & BALANCE
by Michelle Gottlieb

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT 
INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5       www.michellegottlieb.com

Touch is very important. However,
its importance is often overlooked. Did
you know if babies are not touched
they can die? Even if given food and
shelter. People who are touched prior to
surgery heal better. Kisses make every-
thing better. Remember how Mom’s
kiss could cure any ailment? Just hold-
ing someone’s hand sends a message of
understanding and compassion. 
Some families, for a variety of rea-

sons, do not touch. They do not hug.
They do not even pat each other on the
shoulder. Children may start fights, just
so that someone is touching them
somehow! Touch connects, warms us,
makes us feel loved.
All mammals have the same need.

Ever see how puppies all pile up on
each other when sleeping? Humans are
the same. I challenge you to notice how
much you touch and are touched in a
non-sexual way. Is it sporadically?
Perhaps once a week or several times
per day? Notice how you feel after
receiving loving, warm touch. How do
you feel after a playful touch? If some-
one touches you roughly, what feelings
come up for you then? Do these touch-
es change your mood?  As you lovingly
touch others, also in a non-sexual way,
does it change how connected you feel
with that person?
Touch. Reach out. Connect with

others. It will help you on your journey.
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The Fullerton Observer provides space for
NEIGHBORS to advertise. To participate you
must have a local phone number and be offer-
ing an item for sale, garage sales, reunions,
home-based businesses or services, place to
rent or buy, or help wanted, etc. Contractors
must provide valid license. Editor reserves
right to reject any ad. Sorry, we do not accept
date ads, get rich schemes or financial ads of
any sort. Call 714-525-6402 for details. $10
for 50 words or less per issue. Payment is by
check only. Items to give away for free and lost
and found item listings are printed for free as

space allows. The Observer assumes no liabili-
ty for ads placed here. However, if you have a
complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at 714-525-6402.  Call
City Hall at 714-738-6531 to inquire about
business licenses. For contractor license verifi-
cation go to the California State Contractor
License Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov.
Once there click on the red link on the left of
the page which will take you to a screen where
you can enter the name, contractor number,
or business to make sure they are legit.   

Thank You!

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call 714-525-6402

BEAUTY & HEALTH

AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry, 
or Nutrilite products 

please call Jean 714-349-4486

REPAIR/REMODEL

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
Skilled Electrician and Fullerton resident
for 40 years. NoFixNoPay.info provides
the second opinion that saves thousands
in unnecessary construction. Guaranteed
perfect repairs, lighting, fans, building
wiring, and appliances installed. Owner
operated within the unlicensed minor
work exception set by the Contractors
State License Board.  Fullerton Business
License #556307. Call Roger (714) 803-
2849  

FREE HELP LINES

LOCAL NEWS

LICENSED HOME
SERVICES

Roofing, Patios, Windows, Doors, Gates,
Fences, Termites, Dryrot, Electrical,
Plumbing, Drywall, Paint, New, Repairs,
Special Projects. CSLB #744432. Bonded,
Insured. Free Estimates: 714-738-8189 •TEENLINE’s number is (800) TLC-

TEEN (800-852-8336). Open 6pm to
10pm and answered by teens. Also avail-
able online at teenlineonline.org.

ANSWER KEY
At left is the answer

key to the crossword
“Heatwave” on page 7. 
Fullerton-born resident

Fullertonian Valerie
Brickey has been 
constructing puzzles 
for several years. 

She has agreed to keep
us entertained with
more in the future! 

•Call 2-1-1 on your phone for non-
emergency help on any issue you are hav-
ing in OC. Free. www.211.org

LESSONS/TUTORING

TEACHING ONE AT A TIME
Teaching one mind at a time, Sheri

Spiller, MA, holds California Teaching
Credentials in Regular and Special
Education. She offers private tutoring in
Reading, Writing, and Math for grades K-
9. Her greatest strength is working with
students who have difficulty learning. She
can be reached at: 714-688-6241 and
iteachla@gmail.com

GUITAR LESSONS
Beginner to Intermediate: in 5 lessons

you will obtain the informational tools
you need to play guitar from a teacher
who has 40 years of professional experi-
ence. Call 714-272-8702 for information.

JOBS • CAREERS • WORK

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then “City
Employment.”

CAREGIVER
PERSONAL ASSISTANT

Caring, honest, dependable caregiver
and personal assistant, with over twenty
years experience, offers services including:
errands, meal planning, cooking, office
and computer skills, bill-paying, making
appointments, driving, help with personal
care and medicines, and more. Excellent
references. Call Theresa at 714-334-7462
or email tags3@roadrunner.com

WANTED

OLDER TECH BOOKS
Older engineering and technical books

wanted. Engineering, physics, mathemat-
ics, electronics, aeronautics, welding,
woodworking, HVAC, metalworking,
and other types of technical books pur-
chased. Large Collections (25+ books)
Preferred. Please call Deborah at 714-528-
8297

POSITION SOUGHT

1-BEDROOM LODGING

Artist seeks sunny, private, one-bed-
room lodging. Please call 657-378-8177

Seeking qualified part-time
Instructional Assistants to start August
10, 2015: •Bilingual-Biliterate/Spanish
$15.36/hour;  •Recreation  $14.25/hour
•Special Ed  $15.36/hour. Watch for
future openings with the Fullerton School
District on www.Edjoin.org

SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS

CITY JOB OPENINGS

TYPIST NEEDED
Typist needed for book project.

Professional work only. 50¢ per page. Call
657-378-8177

PORTAL LANGUAGES
FULLERTON

Group & Private Classes 
for adults & kids

14 DIFFERENT LANGUAGES
FREE DEMO CLASS!

110 E. Wilshire Ave. Suite 500, 
(at Harbor) Downtown Fullerton

714-499-2311
www.portallanguages.com/fullerton

FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT

Software Developers -Modify existing
software and develop software systems.
Send resume to ODK Media, Inc. 221 N
Harbor Blvd., suite E, Fullerton, CA
92832 (job site)
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Arlene & Steve
Hoffman

Observers Arlene and Steve
(at left and above) visited the
Abraham Lincoln homestead
and tomb in Springfield,
Illinois. They also visited the
National Mustard Museum
in Madison, Wisconsin.

Observer
Judith Kaluzny
(pictured at
right) 

on the Otto
Modersohn
Bridge in
Berlin where
people bring a
beer and watch
the sun set.
“The city put
up a fence, and
someone put
in a window.
Formerly East
Berlin, it is
way cool, on
this side of
town,” says
Judith. The
bridge was
named after
the German
landscape
painter.

Francine at Lake Mead Observer columnist Francine Vudoti (at left) visited Lake Mead
and the Hoover Dam with her parents. See her description of her vacation on page 11. 

Happy
Anniversary
Paul &
Penny 

Observers Paul
and Penny Kratzer
visited Germany,
Denmark, Sweden,
Finland and Estonia
for their wedding
anniversary.
Pictured above

they are in Tallinn,
Estonia outside the
wall and ramparts of
the old city. 
At left they are in

Helsinki, Finland in
front of the
Orthodox Cathedral. 

Judith on the Otto Modersohn Bridge


