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A Drought
Tolerant City
by Jere Greene
The front yard of the Fullerton Police
Department is the latest city owned property to receive a drought tolerant
makeover (see photo at right).
Following the trend toward less water
intensive landscaping, our police station
has now been transformed along with the
previous areas at the entrance to City
Hall, the corner front lawn at City Hall,
the area in front of the Library
Conference Center and at the
Community Center. Future plans are to
further reduce the City Hall lawn.
Replacing the turf is not only a beautification project, but reduces the cost of
maintaining these areas as well. Grass is a
major consumer of water and represents
an on-going fiscal load for the city budget
as well as on the dwindling water supply
for all of Southern California. Once the
initial expense is amortized, the savings
will continue into the future (besides, it
looks nice).
Landscape Superintendent, Dennis
Quinlivan said the latest project at the
Police Station resulted in a rebate to the
city of $2 a square foot from the
Metropolitan Water District for a total of
$6000.

The new drought tolerant landscaping at the Fullerton Police Station reused plants and cuttings from the original succulent garden
planted by the late Pricilla Stead. A plaque recognizes her hard work and dedication in creating the original garden. PHOTO JERE GREENE
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The six nuns at the Chan Giac Zen Fullerton officials and residents created an
Temple, which has operated for ten years uncomfortable environment for them. At
in a private home on N. Euclid without the very least the city should return the
complaint, have decided to withdraw the $3208 fee paid by the nuns in their effort
appeal of the rejection of their permit, sell to secure a permit.
their home, and move out of Fullerton.
The temple’s 20 or so members who
All religious institutions located
have gathered to meditate
At the
near neighborhoods (as most are in
at the home on Sunday
very least
Fullerton) are required to have a
mornings for the past ten
conditional use permit.
the city should years are mostly elderly
Unfortunately, then Mayor
Vietnam immigrants who
return the
Chaffee and Councilmembers,
had to escape their country
$3208 fee
Sebourn and Whitaker voted to
when it became too dangerpaid by
deny the permit. Originally, the
ous for those who fought
the nuns
six nuns who live in the home
with the US to stay.
in their effort
appealed, and were in talks to have
Though the planning
the decision reversed.
commission
approved the
to secure a
But after six months of talks and
permit,
which
would have
permit which
delays, they have decided to move
allowed them to continue
should never
to a more welcoming town so they
operating at their longtime
have been
can have peace to practice their
location - the decision was
denied.
religion. A bid has been made on
appealed by a person who
a property in Garden Grove and,
circulated a petition - falseif all goes well, they hope to move
ly saying that the home had
after Vietnamese New Year. They sent the 29 people living there and that there were
Observer a message of appreciation to the plans to expand to several stories.
community members who supported
None of the nearby neighbors had any
them. It is a shame on our city that some problems with the temple or the nuns.
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Zen Temple to Move Out of Town

Ten media workers and two police officers were killed Jan. 7th by masked gunmen who ransacked the offices of French
satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo.
“All of us were deeply moved by the
many images from the despicable attack
in Paris,” said UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon.
“Perhaps none was as horrifying as that
of a French policeman ruthlessly executed
on a sidewalk,” said Ban. “We now know
that policeman’s name. He was Ahmed
Merabet. He himself was a Muslim.”
“We have seen acts of extremism,
unspeakable brutality and a deeply worrying escalation of tensions between com-

munities and within societies,” said Ban,
who included the ongoing secretarian violence across Africa’s Sahel region being
fueled by Boko Haram.
“It should never be seen as a war of religion … for religion … or on religion. It is
an assault on our common humanity,
designed to terrify and incite. Giving in to
hatred and sowing division only guarantees a spiral of violence – precisely what
terrorists seek. We must not fall into that
trap," he declared.
“We need to find a way to live together,
in peace, in harmony, in full respect of
universal human rights and fundamental
freedoms.”

Detour at State College
& E. Valencia Drive
Construction of the $86 million State
College underpass began Jan. 9 and will
continue in phases until summer 2017.
Businesses and residential access will be
maintained but traffic will be detoured to
Acacia Ave. The roadway will be lowered
between E. Santa Fe to 500 feet south of
Valencia Dr. After completion traffic will
be able to move smoothly without waiting
for trains. Call 1-877-OCTA-999 or
www.octa.net for more info.

Burglary Suspect Caught
Fullerton resident Jeremy William Bell,
29, has been arrested and charged for two
home burglary attempts that took place in
Anaheim on Dec. 24 at 11:30pm and
Dec. 25 at 3:30am.
Wearing a ski mask in the first burglary
attempt, Bell is accused of removing the
sliding screen door of a residence. The
family saw him and called 911. Police
arrived but were unable to locate the suspect who had fled.
In the second attempt, Bell is accused of
breaking into a home in a different neighborhood through the closed garage. The
homeowner went to investigate and was
hit in the face with a metal wrench. The
homeowner retrieved a shotgun and fired
one round of birdshot which struck the
suspect in the back as he fled with items
from the garage. Anaheim police arrived
at the scene and arrested Bell after finding
him hiding nearby.
Bell has been charged with one felony
count each of first degree residential burglary, aggravated assault, attempted first
degree residential burglary, with a sentencing enhancement for the personal use
of a deadly weapon, and a prior prison
conviction in 2012 in Riverside County
for a felon in possession of a firearm. If
convicted, he faces a maximum sentence
of nine years and four months in state
prison. He is being held on $500,000 bail.
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends in 1978, is
staffed by local citizen volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout
our community.
This venture is a not-for-profit one with
all ad and subscription revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our independent, non-partisan, non-sectarian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton residents about the institutions and other societal forces which most impact their lives, so
that they may be empowered to participate
in constructive ways to keep and make these
private and public entities serve all residents
in lawful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways.
Through our extensive local calendar and
other coverage, we seek to promote a sense
of community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our country is
so uniquely blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:

Submissions on any topic of interest are
accepted from Fullerton residents and we try hard
to get it all in. Sorry we sometimes fail. Shorter
pieces have a better chance. Send by email to
observernews@earthlink.net or by snail mail to:
FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051
FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051
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COMMUNITY OPINIONS
PASSION FOR JUSTICE
by Synthia Tran

Vietnam, North Korea & The Interview
It was the summer of 1975, right called our Reverence to the governafter the Fall of South Vietnam, we ment office and told him to sign
were getting ready for the new school papers to transfer all of the Temple‘s
year. While we were organizing the property to the government. Our
conference room, one of the teachers Reverence refused, so they injected
cried frantically “Oh NO, who did him with some kind of poison and
this? Who left Uncle’s portrait face said to him that he would die in three
days. Reverence went back to the
down on the ground?”
I looked at the young teacher and Temple, advised his followers of what
saw him pick up a picture of Ho Chi happened, and delegated the Temple’s
Minh, wipe off the dust, and carefully business. He died three days later.
place it on the table, face up of course! Justice was absent because nothing
My mind raced around “Who is this happened to the murderers!
Back to the present time, I wasn’t
new teacher? Hasn’t he been here all
his life? When did he meet and love surprised when I heard that North
Korea was behind the
his Uncle Ho that much?”
hacking of Sony
I didn’t dare say a word, but I
Aside
Pictures and exposing
imagined there were quite a few
from the
confidential
and
quiet thoughts from the people
whose lives were turned upside
obligation embarrassing informadown after Ho Chi Minh’s army
to “adore” tion online as a retaliation for Sony productook over the South of Vietnam.
and “love” ing the movie “The
As the school year went on, I
their leader Interview”,
which
learned that the new teachers
made a comedy out of
were replacements for some high
to death,
an incredible plan to
school teachers who either lost
there is
kill their leader Kim
their jobs, escaped, or were sent
something Jong-un. I regret that
to re-construction camps.
called
Sony didn’t keep the
The atmosphere at the time
original script with ficwas very strange; you couldn’t
“national
titious country name
trust anybody around you for
pride”.
and characters.
fear that if you said something
Even though North
critical, you might get a knock
on your door at mid-night and never Korea said it has nothing to do with
see your family again! The teachers the hacking, we have no trust in a govhad to say exactly what they were told ernment who starves its citizens to
to, no more, no less. Students had to spend the money for a nuclear bomb.
However, regardless of who hacked
learn and say exactly what was taught.
Parents couldn’t convey their true Sony’s computer system, at the root of
thoughts to their children for fear that the matter is the bad taste of the peothe kids might relay those thoughts to ple who made the movie to begin
their friends and teachers. There was with.
Prior to the Sony hacking, accorda saying, “If you want to know what
happens around town, ask an elder. If ing to White House press secretary
you want to know what happens Josh Earnest, administration officials
screened “The Interview” at the
inside a home, ask a child.”
Everybody was on guard, all the request of Sony executives who asked
time. At a meeting, if everyone for input. Apparently no problem was
praised Uncle Ho, or jumped up and found with the film. Bad again! The
down in excitement, you had better White House should have invited our
do the same, no matter how you felt new Assemblywoman Young Kim to
inside because of the fear of “a knock advise them as she claimed to be the
Asian expert for Congressman Ed
on your door at midnight”.
Uncle Ho and his Communist Party Royce.
Aside from the obligation to “adore”
were the supreme leaders, above all
religions and ancestors. Children and “love” their leader to death, there
were brainwashed to believe that is something called “national pride”.
Let’s say you don’t like President
Uncle Ho saved lives, fought the enemies, brought freedom to the people, Obama and didn’t vote for him but he
and sacrificed his life for the nation is your president because he received
without having a family of his own. the majority of votes from your fellow
Therefore, we should all love, adore, citizens. What if some group in
and obey Uncle’s wishes. Shortly after another country made a comedy
the “Revolution” – as the winners about killing our president? What
called it, each family received a por- would you think? You would be furitrait of Uncle Ho, and we had to hang ous! Right? It would show they have
it up in the most visible and no respect for your country or its people.
respectable place in the house.
I agree we have freedom of speech,
I eventually left school, moved to
another city, and escaped. The incred- and we have freedom of almost everyible journey will be written about at a thing - Freedom that sometimes
later date. The first time I went back comes at the expense of others. BUT
home was after President Bill Clinton along with freedom, we should have
formally announced the normaliza- common sense. All of this publicity is
tion of diplomatic relations between a waste of time and energy, which can
the US and Vietnam on July 11, be used for something better, say
1995. Father took me to visit the reducing senseless deaths by gun. (A
well-known Temple in town, where he two year old just killed his mother
placed the names of our ancestors for because the gun lacked a safety lock!)
Buddha Blessings. I didn’t see the
Synthia Tran is a Fullerton
Reverence around, so I asked Father
resident. She was one of the
where the Reverence was. “They
“boat people” who escaped after the
killed him”, he whispered into my ear.
Vietnam War. She and her family
arrived in the US in the 1980s. She
I was frightened and felt cold ice runlater graduated from CSUF with an
ning up my spine. Later when we
MBA in Management Science.
were home, Father told me “They
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Zen Nuns
We should reinstate the worship place of the
Zen nuns and shame on those who voted against
them - especially the people I voted for!
DM Fullerton

To Fullerton City Council
I am a longtime resident of Fullerton and a
supporter of the Zen Temple. My support began
on the evening of August the 5th, after the City
Council rendered an unfair decision denying the
temple’s application for a CUP.
Since then, you have probably heard many
thoughts from residents about that regrettable
decision, so I should not waste your time repeating the reasons. I just wanted to bring to your
attention one important point. That is, in this
wonderful nation, you are citizens by birth, and
we are citizens by choice. Many of us, myself
included, escaped death through the ocean to
come here and start our lives all over. About a
million of my country men, women, and children didn’t make it to the land of freedom. They
lost their lives in the ocean.
We survivors came here and accepted this as
our second country because we lost our own. It
wasn’t easy; it was very difficult, especially since
we faced prejudice, discrimination, and hatred
along the way. But we worked hard to overcome;
we learned the language, we put ourselves
through schools, we found careers, we work,
serve, and pay taxes. We have been contributing
to this country and community no less than anybody else.
We are not asking for a privilege; nor are we
begging for a favor. Instead, we are demanding,
Yes, demanding, Religious Freedom, Justice, and
Equality! I urge you to reverse your previous
decision and let stand the approval of the
Planning Commission. The Commission along
with Police, Fire Dept, and the city traffic engineer have done the study and research and have
made good decisions approving the CUP for the
Zen Buddhist Temple. You just need to leave it
alone. Thank you very much!
S. Dang Fullerton

Not Finding a Welcome
Here is Disturbing
Re: “Not Finding a Welcome Here would be a
Loss for Fullerton” Mid-Dec. front page)
I am very curious to know why the other
Fullerton churches, with the exception of the
Congregational Church, have not stepped up in
support of the six Zen Buddhist nuns who have
practiced their religion in the city for the past ten
years?
Also, what is the motivation for the three
councilmen who voted against granting a
Conditional Use Permit for this religious organization, especially after finding that the accusations against the nuns were unfounded?
This is a dark cloud hanging over a very inclusive city. The fact that such an act of discrimination against any religious organization is shocking and shameful.
I, being a minority, know all to well about the
actions of discrimination and it is not a nice feeling. It is humiliating on many, many levels and
should not have to be endured by anyone.
The city of Fullerton has always made me feel
welcome and there will always be a warm spot in
my heart for its citizens. However, I must say this
situation with the Zen nuns is very disturbing.
All I can do in this situation is to keep voicing
my truth on this injustice and hope the city
reverses its decision.
I wish Peace and Goodwill to the citizens of
Fullerton in 2015 and the coming years.
Bahia E. Wilson
Former Fullerton Community Services
Commissioner (1995-2001)

Thank You

Thank you for putting out the Observer which
makes living in Fullerton so much better! I
always brag about it to out-of-towners.
Karen Lang Fullerton
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A homeless
man rests on
a bench
near the
Lemon Park
fountain.

OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2015

JonDobrer@mac.com

Terror in the Name of God
It is true that most faiths go through
The slaughter in Paris was a gross indecency perpetrated in the name of God. periods of violent intolerance. No faith is
These self-identified Muslim terrorists immune. Even Buddhists, whom we posiwere attacking much more than a satiric tively stereotype as peaceful, are killing
magazine; they were attacking all of us. Muslims in South Asia. Christians slaughThey did not defend Islam and tered each other with great gusto for cenMohammad; on the contrary, they stained turies–Catholics killing Protestants and
Protestants returning the favor. Of course,
Islam with the blood of innocents.
We were all threatened when some Catholics also killed each other–as did
hackers promised to attack theaters that Protestants. In Judaism, the Maccabees
screened The Interview. Now we’re all were not tolerant liberals but violent
killers, not only of their
actually attacked when these selfSyrio-Greek occupiers
proclaimed Al Qaeda affiliated
Today,
but also of other Jews.
terrorists slaughtered 12 people
it is the
There is nothing
at the French humor weekly,
violent
unique in the horrors
Charlie Hebdo. Crying “Allahu
being perpetrated today
Akbar,” they claimed this was
extremists
by militant Muslims. But
revenge for cartoons that disreof Islam
that doesn’t make it either
spected Mohammad.
who are
right or tolerable. I
Let’s stipulate that Charlie
insulting
understand that they
Hebdo did insult Mohammad.
don’t like being insulted.
Hebdo’s publisher, Charb, one of
Islam,
Neither do I. I underthe twelve who was murdered in
God and
stand that they are mightthe attack, admitted it. He
Mohammad.
ily offended when someunderstood Muslims would be
one desecrates a Quran.
offended by his cartoons. Being a
I am equally offended
satirist, he was in the business of
insulting Christians and Christianity, Jews when someone desecrates a Torah. I too
and Judaism, as well as politicians and all am offended when hurtful cartoons are
published. And cartoons are constantly
public hypocrites.
Still, isn’t it wrong to disrespect some- coming out of the Muslim World with
one’s religion? Shouldn’t we look at our- racist and anti-Semitic caricatures of Jews.
selves and wonder what we are doing to Painting Swastikas on walls is enraging.
cause such anger? No! We are all victims Yes, I get that words and pictures can
here of militant Muslim violence and hurt.
Today, it is the violent extremists of
must not blame the victims. We must not
speak in vague and politically correct lan- Islam who are insulting Islam, God and
guage about “respect for religion.” In this Mohammad. The two most common
context the word “religion,” as Salmon phrases in Islam are Bismillahi Rahami
Rushdie pointed out, is simply a code for Raheem–In the Name of God the
Merciful, the Compassionate. And, whenone religion: Islam.
I do not want to be rude or demeaning ever the Prophet Mohammad’s name is
to any faith, and having lived very happi- uttered, it is followed by Salaam Allahu,
ly in the Muslim World for two years, Peace Be Upon Him. From these holy
have no problem with Islam as a faith. phrases you might infer that mercy and
However, Muslims do not get special pro- compassion are divine and central to
tection from insult or offense. Muslims’ Islam. You might also conclude that the
feelings are neither more nor less impor- desire of Mohammad was for peace.
These violent fundamentalists have fortant than any other religion’s.
Make no mistake about it, in this gotten the fundamentals and bring shame
shrinking and interconnected world, if to their faith and pain and death to our
the intolerant are allowed to intimidate world. They cannot be allowed to win the
us, we will lose our freedom without any battle for defining Islam–that however, is
gain in security. We will be put into a state Islam’s battle to fight and to win. The vioof terror and held hostage to the most lent fundamentalists cannot be allowed to
intimidate us into surrendering our free“sensitive” in our midst.
I know it’s ironic to use the word “sen- dom into the black hole of their infinite
sitive” to describe thugs who shoot, bomb sensitivities. It is the job of all of us, of all
and behead those who offend them. We faiths, ethnicities and cultures to defend
cannot live controlled by the threats of our liberty and values.
Yes, I can empathize with the pain and
those who feel their murderous rage is justified by our “insensitivity” to their digni- rage of all people of all faiths who feel
insulted. But in the Name of God, I can’t
ty or religion.
Many countries and cultures punish empathize with killing people in the
insults. Turkey and Thailand jail those Name of God.
who insult their leaders. So does Russia,
www.Dobrer.com
but not as a matter of law. Our good
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer
friends in Pakistan and Saudi Arabia make
blasphemy a capital crime. We too may
legally punish people who burn our flag.

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION

PHOTO
TDEMOSS

About the Bad Weather Shelter
RE: “Fullerton’s Bad Weather Shelter” by
Rusty Kennedy, Mid Dec. Observer)
I was so proud of Rusty Kennedy when
he wrote his article about the homeless at
the Armory.
Unfortunately, I have been given other
information that shows a few problems.
1) People are stealing from each other!
While people are showering someone is
going through the pockets of their clothing and even stealing shoes. As a result my
friend had to walk around with no shoes
for quite a long time.
Some people do not take showers
because of this and they smell. There
should be mandatory showers. No shower
- no dinner - and no sleeping there

through the night.
2) The security system should be comprised of both women and men trained in
security and paid for by Mercy House.
Women have been assaulted by males at
the Armory.
3) The sleeping mats are dirty and
should be washed regularly.
Mercy House should not be given a
blank slate to oversee the shelter exclusively. Other groups like NAMI (National
Alliance for the Mentally Ill) would like to
be part of the program. Also the services
of the One Stop Job Center in Anaheim
should be offered to the clients. There are
too many unemployed.
Susan Garfield Wright Fullerton

Response from Larry Haynes, Executive Director of Mercy House
I am genuinely sorry to hear that Susan,
or anyone for that matter has had any
negative experiences with the Armory
program. Let me say that the Armory
program certainly is not a perfect program, especially given the numbers served
and the conditions under which we need
to operate. Having said that, the overwhelming experience for most was best
reflected by Rusty Kennedy just recently
in the Observer. All things considered, the
Armory, by almost all accounts is an
extremely well run program given the circumstances.
Again, while the Armory certainly has
its challenges, I think there must be some
confusion as to some of Ms. Wright's criticisms. First off, we have security present
on site at all times. When showering,
clients have various options: Many
request a trusted friend to watch their
belongings, and there is a bench area
where people can change and keep their
belongings while they shower. This bench
area is visible from the shower, so clients
would be able to see their belongings the
entire time they are showering. Petty theft
will occasionally occur, even with our diligence - sadly, people will do such things
when desperate, even with our precautions. If someone reports missing belongings, we do a thorough search with our
staff and security team, and if anyone is
caught stealing, we will take disciplinary
measures. Let me say, we have never been
told by a client that they will not shower
because of fear of theft.
As far as the person claiming they had
no shoes, this is confusing. We have

clothing, including shoes, available. I can
say with complete confidence that the
staff at the Armory go out of their way to
find every client the clothes or shoes that
they need.
We do not force showers upon our
clients, and we will not do so. Many have
made arrangements for taking showers
elsewhere during the day. Nevertheless,
we will not force showers on anyone -this is a violation of their liberty and is
profoundly insulting and disrespectful.
We have both male and female security
guards on site, every night, specifically to
provide the security and respect for our
female clients. Male security guards contact female clients only in the case of
emergencies. We take safety issues seriously. To my knowledge there have been
no incidents involving a man assaulting a
woman inside the Armory that wasn't
handled immediately either with the help
of police or simply by banning the offender from the Armory.
Any person who has volunteered at the
Armory knows that we clean every mat,
every night. If for any reason a client feels
their mat is dirty for any reason, staff will
absolutely either clean the mat, or provide
a new one.
Of course, what is really needed is a year
round emergency shelter and our ongoing
vigilance in developing permanent supportive housing, so we for once and for
all, end homelessness in Orange County.
ED: Learn more about the 25-year nonprofit Mercy House and its programs for
the homeless at www.MercyHouse.net

WAR COSTS in Life & Money
IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

Community Opinion pages are a forum for the community. The Observer
welcomes letters and cartoons on any subject of interest. Comments are the
opinions of the author, may be shortened for space, and typos will be corrected. Anonymous letters may be printed if you can make the case for anonymity. You can request to be identified by your initials and town only (we will
need your whole name for verification). We print all that we can fit.

• 134,003

Civilians killed by Violence www.iraqbodycount.org (1/9/2015)

• 4,489
• 2,356

US Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 12/11/2014)
US Soldiers killed in Afghanistan (1/9/2015) www.icasualties.org

• 32,223
• 17,674

US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports) www.icasualties.org
Iraq (3/2003 thru 11/2011- no updates since this date)
Afghanistan (10/2001 thru 10/13/2012- no updates since this date)

observernews@earthlink.net
or send by mail to:
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834

• $1.5
Trillion

Cost of Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (1/9/2015)
(rounded down) (Iraq $818 billion) (Afghanistan $776 billion)
Cost of Military Action Against ISIL $1.6 billion
www.nationalpriorities.org
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES by Jacqueline Mahrley

The City Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month. Upcoming agenda info and streaming video of council meetings are
available at www.cityoffullerton.com. Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch
3 and rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. and at 5pm Mon.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

DEC. 16 COUNCIL MEETING (NEXT MEETING JAN. 20)
Cub Scout Troop #1294 led
the Pledge of Allegiance.
•Labor Negotiators: The lead negotiators for upcoming labor negotiations have
been chosen.
•Day of Music: Director of Parks and
Recreation Hugo Curiel introduced
Glenn Georgieff to kick off the very first
Day of Music in Fullerton on June 21.
Mayor Sebourn presented a proclamation
designating the first day of summer in
2015 as an opportunity to enjoy music in
the spirit of community.
•Assemblymember Sharon QuirkSilva: Mayor Sebourn, on behalf of the
city and citizens of Fullerton, thanked
Sharon Quirk-Silva for her countless contributions to the citizens of this city and
her two years as our Assemblymember in
Sacramento. Ms. Quirk-Silva, also a former Fullerton Mayor, replied that it was a
honor to serve locally and she will continue to be involved in the great city of
Fullerton. Councilmember Flory, echoing the mayor’s sentiments, thanked Ms.
Quirk-Silva for the good she has done for
the city during her time in the State
Assembly.
•Item 13: Zen Temple: Uphold of the
Appeal of the Conditional Use Permit
was continued to Jan 20.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
•Smear Campaigns: Mark Powell congratulated Mayor Sebourn on his reelection. He then commented on the
Fullerton Police Officer Association and
the money (nearly $40,000) they gave to
city council nominees to fund robocalls
and smear campaigns. “This money
would better be spent on at risk youth.”
•Rainwater & Drought: Tony Package
stated that a couple of rainstorms do not
bring about the end of the drought. Since
we can’t depend on the sky to provide our
water, we need to make use of what we
have and that may include a program to
capture rainwater. The City of LA has a
free rainbarrel program.
COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS
•Water:
Councilmember
Flory,
Fullerton’s current representative on the
Orange County Water Board later stated
that almost all sewage and rainwater in the
area is recaptured to replenish the aquifer.
•Captain Crum: Mayor Pro Tem
Fitzgerald announced that former FPD
Captain George Crum is now the Chief of
Police in Cathedral City. She also asked

Curiel to give a review of operations.
•Sports Fields & Laguna Lake: Hugo
Curiel, Director of Parks and Recreation,
had the grass in Fullerton’s sports fields
reseeded and this is going well due especially to the rain. The rate of water evaporation at Laguna Lake is being analyzed.
Instead of using an influx of city water,
the lake is presently being built up with
rain and run off and is a half foot below its
normal levels.
Drive
&
Decorations:
•Toy
Councilmember Chaffee commended the
Fullerton Fire Department for the Spark
of Love toy drive and Councilmember
Whitaker expressed a desire to have more
decorations in the city in 2015.
•New Development Director: City
Manager Felz introduced Karen Haluza as
the new Community Development
Director, stating that she had worked in
both Santa Ana and Brea before coming
to Fullerton. (see Mid-Dec 2014 Observer
front page for more.)
•Retirement: Code Enforcement
Director Kirke Warren is retiring after 27
years with the city.

CITY BUSINESS
The City Council unanimously
approved the Consent Calendar, with the
exception of Item 8, which had been
pulled by Fullerton’s former Metropolitan
Water District (MWD) representative
Tom Babcock. Peter Beard currently holds
the position.
Item 8 concerned the purchase order
agreement with the Metropolitan Water
District of Southern California
The discussion of this item began with
Mr. Babcock stating that Mayor Pro Tem
Fitzgerald should recuse herself from voting on the item due to a conflict of interest with her employer (a lobbying firm)
and its dealings with the MWD. Neither
Fitzgerald or the city attorney saw a conflict of interest.
Peter Beard said that the purchase order
establishes guidelines of water usage for
the Tier 1 water rate, a tier the city has
never exceeded. The purchase order is to
Fullerton’s advantage as it aids MWD in
predicting water usage and locks in a Tier
1 rate lasting until 2016. Approved 5-0

PUBLIC HEARING
Ketchum University: City Attorney
Richard Jones recused himself due to his
position as a boardmember of the university and was replaced by Attorney Adams.

Veterans Nazario, Christopher, and Moose Negrete

MAPLE VETERANS: THE NEGRETE BROTHERS
Vietnam veterans Nazario and Enoch “Big Moose” Negrete, and Okinowa veteran Christopher all grew up in Fullerton. Nazario and Moose attended Maple
School and served in the Army after high school, and Christopher served as a
Marine stationed in Okinowa. The family has ten siblings and some of the next
generation have also served in the military. - PHOTO JERE GREENE
The goal of this item is to refinance the
Certificates of Participation from 2004 in
order to acquire property and make
improvements. Dr. Kevin Alexander,
president of Ketchum University, stated
that the school is able to procure new tax
exempt bonds from a private bank, but by
law they need a municipality to serve as a
conduit bond issuer. They ask that
Fullerton serve as this conduit bond issuer
with Ketchum assuming all of the risk.
Approved 5-0
Former Ebell Club: A gated development proposal to construct seven, oneand two-story single family homes, each
with a three-car garage to be located at the
former Ebell Club, 313 Laguna Road.
Manager Wolff presented a plan for the
new development. The developers want a
zoning change from R1-20 (single family
residential, 20,000 square foot minimum
lot size) to R1-15 (single family, 15,000
square foot lot size). In addition, a variance is needed to deviate from the maximum height allowed as the homes will be
24-feet high after grading.
Many people, mostly neighbors, spoke
about this potential development.
Thoughts included: concern about the
height of the new homes and the 9-foot
retaining wall making a beautiful neighborhood unpleasant to look at with less
privacy for surrounding homes; the height
destroys the view of nature; occupants in
home #7 in particular will be able to see
inside homes of the existing neighborhood. David Kim said his home would be
most impacted and, objecting to the lack
of privacy, asked the development be
restricted to one-story homes.
An erosion plan has been submitted to
the city, but drainage is still a liability
issue. The street is reduced from 32 feet
to 23 feet and who will maintain it?
One man brought up the issue of landslide and objected to the gated feature.
“These 5,000 square foot, $1.5 million
dollar homes belong somewhere else. This
project, needs to be sent back to the

Planning Commission and the developer
as they are inconsistent with the character
of the neighborhood,” he said. (Also see
discussion on next page)
Cameron Irons is the listing broker of
the property and also a neighbor. He said
the property had many offers, including a
condo project and an assisted living center
which would be even more intense.
The plan, according to a Richman
Knoll resident, is a massive improvement
over the concrete that’s now there and
having single family housing is definitely a
plus. Two realestate brokers and a dentist
spoke in favor, as well as, a friend of the
developer who said, “Although it is difficult to please everyone, the builder
respected the concerns of the surrounding
neighborhood and created an excellent
project.”
Wes Kuester, the developer, said they
took the chance and bought the property
before getting a zone change. He said a
cistern would capture water through the
pavers on the HOA maintained street funneling it away from homes. Tall trees and
opaque windows are planned in order to
provide existing residents with privacy.
“The development is about 100 feet center-to-center from existing homes,” he
said.
Councilmember Flory asked about the
slippage issue and the exit and entry.
Kuester said that they are digging down
and compacting and working with a geologist and engineers. A right turn will be
required from and into the neighborhood
during school hours. Resident Mr. Kim
was interrupted in his objections about
erosion and height. Councilmember Flory
oddly said that this was not the time as
previously the developer had private talks
with him. Flory, Fitzgerald and Whitaker
said they had met with the developer prior
to the meeting. Mayor Sebourn said that
the developer had gone above and beyond
in meeting neighbors objections,
Whitaker agreed. Approved 5-0
continued on page 18
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New 65th District Assemblymember
Young Kim Takes Office

The former St. Jude Heritage building at the corner of Morelia and Bastanchury
has been vacant for six years. A high-rise 41-unit multi-family development on
the 3.3 acre property is proposed, but residents are objecting on grounds of
incompatibility with the existing neighborhood, loss of privacy and increased traffic.

Residents Deliver Petition
to Stop High-Rise Development
The residents of Pinata Place and Fiesta
Place in Fullerton delivered a petition in
opposition to two properties proposed for
new residential developments (7 large 2story homes at the former Ebell Club
property on Laguna Road, and the other a
41-unit 2 & 3 story multi-family develop-

ment at the former St. Jude Heritage
building on Bastanchury).
They stated that neither proposal is
compatible with the character of the existing neighborhoods.
Below is a letter explaining the neighborhoods objections

Dear Sunny Hills
Neighbors:

A dense development
will degrade the character
of this neighborhood,
decrease the property value,
create noise, pollution,
increase traffic,
accidents and crime.
In addition, the residents
of the 41 two- and three-story
multifamily units
will be peering
through our backyards
and the buildings will
obstruct our views.

On behalf of the residents of Piñata
Place and Fiesta Place, I am writing to
oppose the proposed zone change and residential development of the vacant St.
Jude Heritage Building at 433
Bastanchury Blvd., on the northwest corner of Bastanchury and Morelia Avenue.
The proposal is to build a two- and threestory 41-unit multifamily development
on 3.3 acres.
The development will require a zone
change from present office/commercial
use to SPD (Specific Plan Development).
To avoid building homes on this property
we must stop the zone change.
The requested zone change will allow
the developer to reduce the street width
and create a denser and more compact
development.
The proposed Melia Homes development is not in conformance with the character of this neighborhood. The development will destroy this established neighborhood and reduce the value of our
property.
•Density: The average Sunny Hills area
lot is a minimum of a half an acre and
widths are no less than 100 feet. This
development proposes 41-units on only
3.3 acres.
•Traffic: The development will increase
the volume of traffic in an area already
over run with vehicles and that is dangerous for the Laguna Road Elementary
school children.
Traffic has already increased significantly in this area due to the vast development
of the Providence Medical Buildings and
restaurants on Laguna Road and Sunny
Crest Drive.
•Accidents: There have been two
pedestrian fatalities in the past two years
on the crosswalk corner of Bastanchury
and Morelia Ave. Last month, another
pedestrian sustained injuries when hit by a
car crossing this intersection. The City of
Fullerton has even installed a barricade on
the bridal trail on this intersection to deter
bicyclists from riding too fast on the trail.
•Parking: There is insufficient parking
in the area to accommodate 41 units of
multifamily residences and their guests.

Already the employees and visitors of
Greenfield Care Center nursing home
rent parking spaces from the 301
Bastanchury Medical Building or park on
Morelia Avenue.
There was insufficient parking when St.
Jude Heritage was open due the overcrowding of people in this small area. At
that time both the patients and employees
of St. Jude Heritage and the Greenfield
Care Center nursing home were parking
on Morelia Avenue, Piñata Place and
Fiesta Place. Patrons of these facilities
blocked our driveways, mail boxes, trash
cans and deliveries. There was an increase
of litter and crime.
The neighbors were successful in getting a two-hour parking restriction put in
place. However, the residents had to constantly call the Fullerton Police to come
out and ticket violators.
The school parking congestion on
Morelia Avenue and Laguna Road has
been a safety issue for years. Currently,
our neighbor on Morelia Avenue is unable
to enter or exit her driveway in the mornings and afternoons due to the traffic created by the Laguna Road Elementary
School’s start and dismissal times. Cars
block her driveway and are also parked up
and down Morelia and Fiesta Place.
Any additional traffic added to
Bastanchury, Morelia Avenue, and Laguna
Road will only add congestion to these
already busy streets and negatively impact
the current property owners, students,
parents, and faculty.

Young Kim was sworn into
office as our new 65th District
Assemblywoman on Dec. 12 at the
CSUF Golleher Alumni House in
Fullerton.
Her husband of 28 years and
children were present. The Kims
are parents of one current CSUF
student and two recent graduates.
Their forth child graduated from
UC Irvine. CSUF President
Mildred Garcia, other officials,
and friends also attended the
event.
Kim, former longtime aide for
Representative Ed Royce, is the first
Korean-American Republican elected to
the assembly. “Preserving the ‘American
Dream’ is what I’ll fight for in
Sacramento. Together, we can assure better educational opportunities, better job
opportunities and safer neighborhoods for
all people in our district,” Kim said.
Assemblywoman Kim’s first action was
to introduce AB 42, which will freeze
CSU tuition fees at current levels and prevent increases for as long as the state
receives Prop 30* funds. In addition, her
bill will require a 2/3rds vote of approval
for any type of campus-based mandatory
fee (“success fee”) that must be paid by a
student to enroll or attend a community
college, UC or CSU.
Assemblymember Kim recently commented on Gov. Brown’s State of the
*Prop 30: Temporary Taxes to Fund
Education and Guarantee Local Public
Safety Funding for the State of California
was approved by voters in 2012. The
measure increased personal income tax on
annual earnings over $250,000 for seven
years and increased sales and use tax by
1/4 cent for four years. Revenues raised
were allocated 89% to K-12 schools; 11%
to community colleges with funding for
public safety shifting from state to local
governments with a portion of the sales
tax retained locally. The measure was estimated to raise about $6 billion annually
from 2012-13 through 2016-17, and
smaller amounts through 2018-19 when
it would expire.
The revenues from Prop 30 so far have
resulted in an additional $500 million for
the CSU system and $2 billion for K-12
schools.
Republicans previously introduced legislation in 2013 through AB 67 to freeze
•New
Construction
Already
Planned: St. Jude Hospital has plans in
progress for the construction of an
Urgent Care Facility between Harbor
and Laguna Road, across the street from
Laguna Road Elementary School. This
will directly impact the safety of the students, since an entrance to this facility is
via Laguna Road.
•Preserving Quality: Our cul-de-sac
streets are finally quiet and no longer
look like a parking lot since St. Jude
Heritage moved out. We want to preserve the integrity and quality of our
neighborhood.
The requested zone change and
development of 41-unit multifamily
residences will create a dense development which I believe will degrade and
compromise the character of this neighborhood, decrease the property value,
create noise, pollution, and increase
traffic, accidents and crime.
•Loss of Privacy: The residents of
the two and three story 41-unit multifamily residences will also be peering
through our backyards. The buildings
will obstruct our views.

PHOTO

ERIC GANDARILLA/DAILY TITAN

State address saying that she was excited
for the opportunity to work with him in
the year ahead. “While we have many
common goals, I was disappointed by the
fact that while our college students are
facing a 25% tuition increase, the
Governor continues to dedicate precious
tax dollars to frivolous pet projects like the
High Speed Rail.”
“I was also hoping Governor Brown
would take steps towards putting the historic Vergara decision** into action but
was disheartened that he failed to do so.
The courts declared that every child has
the constitutional right to learn from a
great teacher. In the upcoming year, I will
work toward ensuring that all of
California’s students have that opportunity.”
Keep up with Assemblymember Kim
on her website at http://ad65.asmrc.org/
UC and CSU tuitions for the 7 year life of
Prop 30 but it failed to come up for a
vote. Testimony from then UC President
Mark Yudof on the bill stated that tuition
and fee revenues provide over $3 billion,
while the state provides $2.4 billion. He
said freezing tuition would pose a problem in that state revenues are not enough
to cover the expenses of the system.
**Vergara v. California: A successful
lawsuit that claimed teacher senority and
tenure harm minority students in highpoverty schools by making it too difficult
to fire incompetent teachers. The plaintiffs included six minority students and
parents, a Latino parent working for a
charter school management company, and
several wealthy white families including
David Welch who founded Students
Matter which organized the students and
families as plaintiffs and spent $3 million
to support the case in court. The case is
being appealed by the state.

What We Would Like to See
The neighborhood would like this property to remain zoned for office use to preserve what the original developers envisioned for our Sunny Hills neighborhood.

What You Can Do
•Email the Council: Please email your
letters and or petitions to council@ci.fullerton.ca.us or hand deliver letters and or
petitions to the City Clerk at City Hall, 303
W. Commonwealth, Fullerton CA 92832.
•Call the Council & Planning
Commission: The City Council contact
number is (714) 738-6311. The Planning
Commission contact number is (714) 7386884.
•Attend Meetings: Please attend the City
Council meetings to make sure your comments and concerns are heard. If our voices are not heard, this proposal will pass.
The next City Council meeting is at
6:30pm on Tues., Jan. 20th. The next
Planning Commission meeting is Wed.,
Jan. 28th at 7pm.
Mildred Honch Fullerton
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Answer to Last Issue’s
ID the Photo
The mural “Faces of Fullerton” shown
above is inside the Fullerton Museum
Center and was created in 1999 by
renowned OC Chicano muralist and
painter Emigdio Vasquez who died in
Aug. 2014. He was assisted by kids in
the CUFFS program.

NEW IN TOWN
Hippietiques came out of nowhere and
opened quickly at 124 W Wilshire. This
boutique offers a lot- clothing, purses,
jewelry, gifts and, well, just go there and
check out what else they have. Our newest
retailer is open for biz!!

GOODBYE 2014
The end of 2014 seemed to indicate
that 2015 was going to be a better year,
maybe even a great one. We have a booming economy, cheap gas, babies and jobs
being born, and we even had enough precipitation to prompt local weathermen
(weatherpersons?) to bring “Heavy Storm
Warning!” out of the mothballs. As much
as an inch or more of rain was going to
“Slam” into the Golden State. That must
have gotten some belly laughs in places
back east that were buried in many feet of
snow. We better stay home! Downtown
has puddles. Oh no!
Last January we wrote about the annual
NAMM Show and the numbers of people
who found their way downtown. What a
difference a decade makes. Back in the
early to mid 00s, we did some marketing,
posted signs, took out ads, hired a shuttle
bus, and introduced many travelers to our
downtown. It worked really well for
many reasons. The area around the
Convention Center was overcrowded, and
we suddenly had a great many restaurant
options to choose from. Success.
Now it appears we have become the city
of choice so expect a lot of music and celebrations all over. Just head to any downtown restaurant location on January 23 or
24 and rub elbows with people from all
over the world. You just may spot some of
the great musicians of our time as well.

Surveyors are laying out the boundaries for a new park in this vintage photo.
Can you name the park? Send your answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

VINTAGE FULLERTON
Last year, we invited you to identify a
photo taken in our downtown each
month. This year, we will be posting vintage photos, many supplied by our readers. The idea is to have fun with this but
also to preserve these treasures for posterity. We will create digital images of the
many unearthed historic photos for our
main library and will make sure that
future generations of Fullertonians get the
complete picture of our City. Pun intended.
If you have vintage photos you want to
share, go through your photo albums,
closets and boxes when you can. The
older, the better. You can take your photos

to the Fullerton Public Library on
Saturday January 24th from 11am to
1pm. Register for scanning day at the
library by calling 714-738-6326.
If you cannot make it then, contact me
at allmedia@sbcglobal.net.
We’ll make it easy to get your photos
scanned and immediately handed back to
you, so no worries about loss or damage.
We can even restore and print them for
you if you like.
Above is an example of the kind of photos we hope our readers have hidden away.
Maybe the next one we publish here will
be your vintage photo.
Above: Trudy & Ernest Zingg, former proprietors of “The Cellar” found some warm
clothing for the evening.
Below: Elvis standing tall.

Above: The crowd on Harbor Boulevard rang in the New Year.
At Left: A climbing wall, upward mobility in 2015

HELLO 2015

Most years, New Year’s Eve is just
another night to see friends, get toasty on
a few toasts, sing off key, dance poorly and
tell good jokes badly or bad jokes well.
Others are seen as a way to say goodbye to
an off year and pretend the next day is a
new beginning when everything will be
better. Auld Lang Syne means times gone
by and New Year’s Day is something like
spring training for our psyche. We’re all in

first place, and optimism trumps hangovers. Let’s hope so, a lot of ‘rookies’ overdid it once again.
Either way, Downtown Fullerton was
the place to be, with our 23rd First Night
taking place all over the place, for all ages,
with something for everyone, and the
biggest draw- it’s always FREE! An
evening of rubbing elbows, excellent
music, art, fun activities and food was followed by an amazing fireworks display at
midnight- hope you made it.
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD
“Happy New Year” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

ACROSS
WATER SPOUT: Fullerton Fire (truck-1) firefighters worked to get a huge water spout,
caused by an accident to a fire hydrant, under control - across from the Sonic at
Lemon/Orangethorpe at 12:30pm on Sat., Jan 10th. PHOTO BY JAMES KELLY

NOMINATE A LOCAL TOWN HERO!
OC Human Relations has been honoring individuals, law enforcement, school
and community organizations for their
contributions to human relations in
Orange County for over four decades.
Nominations of individuals, law
enforcement, schools, and community
organizations that have made lasting contributions to human relations in Orange
County are being accepted now. Winners
will be honored at AWARDS 44 on May
7, 2015 at the City National Grove of
Anaheim.

There are just 2 weeks left to nominate
a local hero in your town. You can recognize someone who works to create a safe,
inclusive, respectful school or community.
The nominations deadline is Friday,
January 23 at 4pm.
Nominate a local hero today by visiting
www.ochumanrelationsawards.org and
filling out a nomination form online or
emailing nominations to don@ochumanrelations.org.
For more information call Don Han at
714-480-6576.

VOLUNTEER FOR THE
HOMELESS COUNT
The Orange County Point-inTime Homeless Count & Survey
will take place from 4:30am to 9am
on January 24, 2015. 1,500 volunteers are needed to accomplish the
task.

Call 714-288-4007

or www.pointintimeoc.org

1. Jon and Mia’s bus. name?
7. Stinger
11. Hoover ___
14. Moby hit “We ___ ___ Made
of Stars”
15. Common security co. signs
16. Martinique, par exemple
17. January 1st
19. “You’ve got mail” co.
20. New(ish) charitable clothing
company in Fullerton
21. Tyler or Hathaway
22. RBIs and ERAs
25. Smart phone down?
27. Filmmaker Spike
28. Quarterback Manning
30. Fetal test, abbr.
31. Secy.
33. City in the La Union province
of the Philippines
36. Online dining?
40. New(ish) cold offerings shop, Fullerton

DOWN
1. ___ Solo of “Star Wars”
2. “___ we there yet?”
3. Kitten’s cry
4. Ask permission, old-style
5. Monty Python’s John
6. Norwegian king
7. “I ___ expecting you.”
8. Fluster
9. Remain at the job, e.g.
10. “Gangham Style” singer
11. Actress Rigg
12. Dylan’s “All ___ the Watchtower”
13. Riot
18. Ignite again
21. Swear (to)
22. Not taut
23. Electrical pioneer Nikola
24. Fable writer
26. Like some bookstores
29. Part of U.N.L.V.

43. Certain sorority woman
44. Deuce topper
45. Prefix with byte
46. Longoria of “Desperate
Housewives”
48. No longer working, abbr.
50. Faulkner’s “___ Lay Dying”
51. New(ish) breakfast/lunch
restaurant in Fullerton
56. Quarterback Rodgers
58. Muse of history
59. “____ enough!” (can’t take it anymore)
61. Fall behind
62. New(ish) American/Latin
restaurant in Fullerton
66. French friend
67. Pickable
68. Forever, poetically
69. The fox in Disney’s “The Fox
and the Hound”
70. Cat, in Tijuana
71. More sinewy

32. City where Elvis was born
34. Sculler’s need
35. A late library book, e.g.
37. Lend ___ (listen)
38. Many a sculpture
39. Beau
41. Jones with a “Locker”
42. Check out
47. Honeysuckle genus
49. French Polynesia island
51. Style
52. 1836 battle site
53. Unbending
54. Not suitable
55. Juliet’s love
57. Someone who seeks an answer
60. Got bigger
62. Physics unit
63. Bush spokesman Fleischer
64. Austin-to-Dallas dir.
65. “___ the land of the free ...”

Page 8 FULLERTON OBSERVER

SCHOOL NEWS

JANUARY

2015

High School Board Meeting Highlights
by Vivien Moreno
Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board
meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at
district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd., Fullerton 92833.
714-870-2800. See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net

JAN 6 FJUHSD REPORT (NEXT MEETING JAN. 21, 2015)
•New Superintendent: During the first
FJUHSD board meeting of 2015, the
trustees officially welcomed Interim
Superintendent Dr. Ken Stichter to the
district and then concentrated on the
process of choosing the new superintendent. Board President Kilponen asked for a
timeline of when stakeholder input from
teachers, parents, and community members would be in place for feedback about
a new superintendent.
On January 21st, the board will review
the applications of five candidate search
agencies and hear presentations during a
special open session meeting. They will
chose an agency at the January 27th special meeting and stakeholder input sessions should be announced soon after, if
not before.
•Oversight Committee: The Bond
Oversight Committee is still taking applications until January 12th at 3:00pm. The
committee must have a minimum of
seven members according to the written
bylaws and represent various groups that
reside in the district. The application
information is located on the FJUHSD
website www.fjuhsd.net.
The board unanimously passed a reso-

lution for the CA legislature to repeal the
wording of SB 858 which is a part of the
“Rainy Day” fund we voted in last
November. It forces all school districts to
fiscally maintain a lower reserve with
penalties if a district saves more money
beyond this amount. This leaves districts
in potentially difficult positions if the
economy crashes like the last downturn.
This resolution does not affect state law,
but sends a clear message to Sacramento
that lawmakers should stick with the new
policy set by the Local Control Funding
Formula that allows districts to be fiscally
responsible without the governor’s actions
baby-sitting them.
•Career & Tech Education: Trustee
Singer and Trustee Buchi attended the
California State Board Association
Conference in December and noted that
the main education topics for the upcoming year are dealing with concerns about
continued state funding for career and
technical education, dealing with increasing pension funding districts will owe to
the state, and emphasizing effective teaching skills while utilizing technology as an
educational tool, not a cure all for educational achievement gaps.

Smantha Ramos speaks at a school anti-bullying motivational program

Samantha Ramos Competes
for Title of Miss California Teen USA
Fullerton resident Samantha Ramos,
16, has been selected to represent
Southern Coast in the upcoming state
Miss California USA Teen pageant to be

President Obama Proposes Two Years of
Tuition-Free Community College
Seven other countries now offer free
college education, including France,
Germany, Finland, Sweden, Norway,
Brazil, and Slovenia. In the US,
Tennessee, a state with a Republican governor, already has a tuition-free program
set to start this year.
Following the Tennessee example,
President Obama announced a plan, on
Jan 8, to make the first two years of college free - for millions of Americans
nationwide. In the plan, community college tuition will be funded by the federal
government (75%) and by individual
states (25%).
NY Times reports: The plan is modeled
after Tennessee’s free community college
program, called the Tennessee Promise,
which will be available to students graduating high school this year. It has drawn
58,000 applicants, almost 90 percent of
the state’s high school seniors, and more
than twice as many as expected.

Battery of Teen
Fullerton resident Daniel Hun
Chun, 40, plead guilty and was convicted on Jan. 7th of repeatedly striking a teen relative, leaving welts and
bruises which were noticed by a
school counselor. Chun is an LA
police officer. He confronted the
teen while off duty on March 13,
2014, and hit the victim for poor
grades and behavior issues. Fullerton
Police Dept. investigated the case.

LA Times reports: The investment
would make two years of college “the
norm” policy advisor Cecelia Munoz said,
a disruption of traditional higher education that comes as average tuition at a
public four-year college has gone up more
than 250% over the last three decades,
according to government figures.
The community college proposal echoes
one of Obama’s favorite themes: empowering the middle class through education
and opportunity. He sees the decline in
state funding for higher education as a
major barrier to those aspiring to the middle class. Obama’s proposal would make
two years of community college “as free as
high school for responsible students,”
Munoz told reporters, saving a full-time
community college student an average of
$3,800 in tuition per year. Obama also
plans to propose a new fund to pay for
high-quality technical training programs.

held Jan. 11, 2015 in Long Beach. The
winner of the competition, which is televised live on NBC, will go on to compete
at the Miss Teen USA pageant.
Samantha is an honors student at
Rosary High School, in Fullerton. She is a
recording artist at the OC Music Hall and
has always had a passion for singing, dancing, and acting. She loves to give back by
volunteering her time to The Giving Tree
at St. Angela Merici Church and teaching
the Arts to local underprivileged youth.
Samantha has been featured in Latina
Model Magazine and hopes to pursue a
career in the entertainment industry.
Being a contestant at Miss California Teen
USA has been an amazing opportunity
and has already opened new doors toward
her future!
Supporters who can not attend the
show in person can watch live on Sunday,
Jan. 11, 2015 at 4p.m. online at
www.PageantVision.com to see who will
be crowned.
Good Luck Samantha! We are rooting
for you!

Molestation Suspect Arrested
Fullerton resident Christopher Millette, 36,
was arrested on Dec 31st and is accused of
molesting a female victim, who was known to
him. Millette has been employed as a seventh
grade science teacher at the Valadez Middle
School in Placentia. There are no known victims associated with his employment. Anyone
who has information relevant to this case is
asked to contact Fullerton Police Detective
Wright at 714-738-6754.

Julia at Macy’s Day Parade

Local High School student Julia (above Right)
marched in this year’s Macy’s Day Parade in New York City.
(There is more to this story but we misplaced the information. Julia, when you see this
please contact us at 714-525-6402 so we can reprint with full story.)

JANUARY

COLUMNISTS

2015

SAMMY’S SCENE

Kids Rule!

Photos by Sammy Howell

Above: My horse Biz in the Fullerton Recreation Riders Equestrian
Ring by Laguna Lake. Biz is a 26-year-old world champion Quarter
horse. I take lessons from Kelly Saldivar.
Below: I like to go to Laguna Lake with my family on weekends and
while there take pictures. These photos were taken in November 2014.
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Special kid dancers enjoyed performing at the Winter Market downtown. They are pictured with their
peer buddies (student volunteers) and their teacher, Miss Robin Hogerhuis, of CF Dance Academy. The
school offers a special dance program for children with special needs.

Special Dance, Special Kids
I am eight years old and I attend ballet classes.
I love to dance and I have joined summer and
winter performances in a real theatre. Dancing
makes me happy. I have so much fun moving
along with the music. But, I don’t really think
too much about it. However, recently my
thoughts about dancing became bigger.
I went to the Winter Festival in downtown
Fullerton and saw the special dance performance
of a group of special kids. Mommy said that
these kids are special because they do not learn
things the way most kids do. They take more

Sammy Howell is an 8 year old local student
who has been taking photographs for three
years. When she grows up she hopes to be a
photographer or a surgeon.

NEW WATER POLO
SKILLS CLASSES!
• Mon-Wed-Fri: 6:30-7:30 PM
• Open to ages 6 & older
• Coached by collegiate players
• Learn to egg beater, dribble,
pass & shoot
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! STOP BY THE POOL

by Francine Vudoti

time and they need more help. Although they
don’t really dance as well as many kids, they like
the music and have fun moving along with it.
I feel sad that they have those disabilities but
I’m also glad that there are people who give them
the chance to learn how to dance. Their dance
is special because even though they have difficulties, they don’t give up. These kids are truly special!
Francine is eight years old and a
prolific writer. She enjoys school, all kinds of
activities and being with her friends and family.
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First Night Downtown

NEW YEARS EVE
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PHOTOS BY JERE GREENE

Above: Dancing to live bands on stages
and in tents set up around town.
At Left: Facepainting was
a fun feature
Below: People of all ages enjoyed the
eventing which also included hot air
balloon and train rides, carnival games,
bounce houses, food vendors, fireworks
and more. Don’t miss next year!

Rock Climber Makes It To The Top: Young Gisselle Flores,13, made it all the
way to the top of the mountain during the Fullerton First Night activities.
Below: Elvis on stilts gets the crowd into the act.
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TEEN SPOTLIGHT

Sarah Keung: Handing Out Assists
On and Off the Court
Handing out an assist is nothing new to
Sarah Keung, the 5’2” senior point guard
for Sunny Hills High School. For the
Fullerton resident, the assist that she contributes at her school and in her community is what makes her more than just
another basketball player.
The former MVP and leading scorer on
the JV basketball team last year is finally
coming into her own in this, her first year
on varsity. Off the court, Keung’s impact
is seen in her ability to lead and develop
programs to assist the less fortunate.
As co-president of the Sunny Hills High
School chapter of “Best Buddies,” Keung
helps lead a group dedicated to helping
students with special needs by bringing
them to be “big buddies” to one another.
“I’ve been involved with “Best Buddies
for four years,” explained, Keung. “I’ve
always believed that it is important to help
students develop an awareness of those
special needs and not be intimidated by it.

They soon find that students with special
needs are no different than you and me.
We all share in the need to love, to be
loved and to have significance in our community.”
In the community, Keung has actively
served the homeless for the past four
years. “I first got involved with the homeless in eighth grade through my church’s
“Summer Servant” program. However,
after the summer was over, I wanted to do
more and I was directed to an ongoing
work that EV Free had established at a
local motel.”
Additionally, Keung was recently
awarded the Girl Scouts of America Gold
Award, the highest achievement in Girl
Scouting. As part of her Gold Award,
Keung developed a program called,
“Birthday Angel” for homeless kids. The
goal of the program is to create awareness
about homelessness and to create a way in
which the children can receive birthday
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gifts from their parents who may not otherwise be able to afford one on their
child’s special day.
“The idea for Birthday Angel came
about one evening as I was talking to one
of the homeless children. She just had a
birthday but did not receive a gift because
her parents couldn’t afford one for her,”
Keung reflected. Her plan came into
fruition in July 2014 when 25 gifts were
distributed at a big birthday party held at
the homeless motel.
Keung’s impact is seen not only locally
but internationally as well. Last summer
Keung travelled to San Jose, Costa Rica to
lead youth sports camps with SportQuest
International. “Sportquest’s motto is
‘Playing with Passion” and that’s how I
want to live my life - with passion. I was
able to connect with young people in their
neighborhoods and serve by using my
athletic skills to help kids get off the
streets and into something that can be life
transforming.”
Keung plans to stay active in her community regardless of where she might go
to college. With a GPA of over 4.0, she’s
hoping to attend USC or UCSD in the
fall but is waiting to hear back from all the
schools that she applied to.

Above: Sarah on the court in a game
At Left: Sarah with her Best Buddy Andrew
Below: Sarah and Cassidy Jackson from
Baylor University and some of the kids in
the Sportquest program in Costa Rica.

ART NEWS
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CSUF Art Alliance
Scholarships
by Fay Colmar
The CSUF Visual Arts
Dept. gathered at the Clayes
Performing Arts Center in
the Grand Foyer on
December 3rd to award students with scholarships.
The Art Alliance thanks
Maxine Allen, Scholarship
Chair, Maricela Alvarado,
Assistant Dean, Heather
Guzman, and Maimoua
Xiong for arranging this fun
reception for all the students, families, faculty and
AA members.

• ART ALLIANCE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS: Katie Melrose,
Jamie Rizelle, Ang Lee, Rohan
Jagannath,
Liana
Cervantes,
Christine Ha, Michelle Giraishi,
Pegah Ebrahim, Poor Khorsand,
Kathryn Starrs, Victoria Laymon,
Megan Muller, Candice Chovanec,
Rhonda Gawthrop.
• COLLEGE OF THE ARTS &
DEPT. OF VISUAL ARTS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS: Alfred S.
Harris III, Juan Escobar, Pamela
Susan Rush, Seung Sung Yang,
Matthew G. Ryan, Kimberly Vance

LOCAL ARTIST

Square
Dancing Fun &
Healthy

Suburban Surrealist
Kathy Breaux

by Fritz von Coelln
Square Dancing provides the benefits of
healthy exercise and
social
interaction.
People of all backgrounds and ages adults, young people,
couples, singles and
families come together
to share in the fun of
participating in one of the most traditional American dance forms.
Have fun while exercising your body,
brain, and heart. Square dancing is like
walking to music. Try it and you’ll like it!
Your first lesson is free. Mondays,

7:30pm, starting January 26 at Calvary
Chapel Old Towne, 221 N. Waverly St,,
Orange CA 92866 (east of the Orange
Circle). For more information go to
www.icabodssquares.org or call Sue at
714-398-7656.

Improve
the look
of your
property
quickly
by adding
a mature
hedge or
living wall.
Photos at left
show before
and after of
our hedge
installation
at the
Castle Inn,
1734 S.
Harbor Blvd.,
Anaheim

Amazing Hedges Nursery
Brow Tree and Garden
Complete Softscape Services
specializing in fully formed hedge installation
and expert tree trimming. Licenced & Bonded.
Commercial & Residential

Call Steve Brow at 714-608-5542
www.amazinghedges.com

Local artist Kathy Breaux is
exhibiting new works from her surrealist suburban series at the
Brookhurst Community Center,
2271 W. Crescent Ave., in
Anaheim through March 3rd;
hours are 8am to 5pm Monday
through Friday. Call 714-7655191 for more info.
Breaux went to art school in
California where she was born,
graduating from California State
University Long Beach in 1979
with her B.F.A. and CSUF in 1984
with an M.A. in Painting and
Drawing. Kathy states, "I knew
before I entered elementary school
that I loved art."
She won a scholarship in 1975 from the
Downey Art League. At that time
Minimalism, Feminism and Conceptual
Art were in the forefront of the art world.
In 1981 she studied art, politics, and
German and visited Germany on an
exchange program the following year to
better understand her heritage. Her mother came to America from Germany after
WWII.
After school and travels Kathy worked
as a substitute teacher to support her art
career and joined Gallery 318, an artistrun co-op gallery in L.A. She developed
an expressionistic style referred to as
Neoexpressionsim. She then taught art
therapy through the North OC
Community College District.
In the early 90s Kathy abandoned oil
painting due to allergies and started a
flower series in acrylics. These were the
first images painted with no outer source.
Her work had become more internal as
she had learned to meditate. She won a
Juror's Award from the OC Visual Artists
Group Exhibit at Chapman University juried by the director of the Laguna
Beach Museum of Art. In 1996 a grant
from the OC Visual Artists launched an
exhibit at the LA County Museum of Art,

Gingerbread
House Exhibit
A fun exhibit of gingerbread
houses created by city employees
are on display at the Fullerton
Public Library Conference Center
Hall through January 26. The
Library is located at 353 W.
Commonwealth, Fullerton.
PHOTO JERE GREENE

Above: Nobility - acrylic & gold leaf
on canvas - 16x20
Below: Portrait of the artist.

rental and sales gallery where she exhibited drawings from her sketchbooks.
Her current series uses ideas from her
personal sketchbooks to convey the surrealistic feelings about suburban life. She
uses everyday images, architecture, personally fabricated icons, gold leafing, truisms and mysterious landscapes to convey
an unseen "spirit" within all things. She is
interested in meditation, Eastern philosophy, and Latin American, medieval and
modern art.
Kathy teaches art at eight local community centers as well as offering private art
lessons. She also works occasionally as a
"caricature" sketch artist for events.
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FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER
301 N. Pomona at Wilshire, Downtown Fullerton 714-738-6545
OPEN: Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat, & Sun 12 to 4pm and Thurs. noon to 8pm.

Don’t Miss This Exhibit
Where Children Sleep: PHOTOS BY JAMES MOLLISON
A revealing series of photographs invite
the viewer into the diverse stories of children in many different countries and circumstances. Each studio-style portrait is
accompanied by a detailed study of the
child’s bedroom which can range from
elaborate sanctuaries to the barest spaces
set aside for sleep. The exhibit is a must
see and is up through Jan. 25, 2015. Don’t
miss it!
James Mollison, 37, a documentary
photographer who was born in Kenya and
now lives in Venice had the luxury as a
boy of adapting his bedroom to reflect his
changing interests. “As a child, that’s your
little space within the house,” says
Mollison. “When I was asked to come up
with an idea for engaging with children’s
rights, I found myself thinking about my
bedroom: how significant it was during
my childhood, and how it reflected what I
had and who I was.
It occurred to me that a way to address
some of the complex situations and social
issues affecting children would be to look
at the bedrooms of children in all kinds of
different circumstances. From the start, I
didn’t want it just to be about ‘needy children’ in the developing world, but rather
something more inclusive, about children
from all types of situations. It seemed to

make sense to photograph the children
themselves, too, but separately from their
bedrooms, using a neutral background.
My thinking was that the bedroom pictures would be inscribed with the children’s material and cultural circumstances;
- the details that inevitably mark people
apart from each other - while the children
themselves would appear in the set of portraits as individuals, as equals - just as children.

Portraits of children and where they sleep in a powerful exhibit at the Museum Center.

OPENING RECEPTIONS
BEGOVICH GALLERY,
CSUF
800 N State College, Fullerton

WHIRLIGIGS: THE ART OF
PETER GELKER
An exhibit of sculptures by Peter Gelker
opens with a reception from 5pm-8pm on
January 24, 2015. Curated by Lynn
Gamwell

FULLERTON COLLEGE
ART GALLERY
301 E. Chapman, Fullerton

THE NATURAL WORLD
While looking outward at the natural
world, artists reveal much about themselves in an exhibit of artwork opening
with a reception from 5pm-7pm on
January 29. The gallery is open MonThurs from 10am to 12pm and 2-4pm.

COMING UP
EXHIBITS
MUCKENTHALER
CULTURAL
CENTER
1201 W. Malvern,

Fullerton
714-738-6595
www.themuck.org
OPEN: Wed - Sun
from 12 to 4pm
&Thurs. 5pm to 9pm.
Hotel Meridia

DORIS ROSENTHAL: AN AMERICAN ARTIST IN MEXICO
Opening Reception: Thurs., Feb. 5, at 6:30pm
California-born Doris Rosenthal was
trained by artists George Bellows and
John Sloan at New York’s Art Students

League, and painted everyday life in rural
Mexico between the 1930s to 1960s,
sometimes riding on the back of a burro
to reach remote villages.
Rosenthal received Guggenheim fellowships that financed her travel in Mexico,
where she painted scenes of children at
school, crowded train cars, and work in
the fields and plantations. The exhibition
features more than 50 works from her
family’s collection, many newly restored.
Presented by Dennis Boyer thru April 4.

Call for Artists
Art-A-Fair is seeking artists for the
juried art festival to be held June 26
through August 30, 2015 in Laguna
Beach. There are no residency restrictions
on exhibitors. Open to all fine artists and
master craftsman. Jury Day: February 8,
2015; deadline for mail-in submissions:
January 24. Jury fee $40 per medium. Go
to www.art-a-fair.com for more information and download complete details and
Exhibitor Prospectus at http://www.art-afair.com/callforentries.asp
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FULLERTON COLLEGE
26TH ANNUAL
PLAYWRIGHTS FESTIVAL
FULLERTON COLLEGE CAMPUS
321 E. Chapman Ave.
Tickets: 714-992-7150
•MON, JAN. 12 THRU SATURDAY
JAN 24TH at 6:30pm - workshops and
staged readings of new original plays in
the Bronwyn Dodson Theatre on campus.

HOPE UNIVERSITY
AUDITORIUM
2500 E Nutwood Ave., Fullerton
Tickets: 714-671-1084
www.fcrtcompany.com
•CATS directed by Vicki Schindele performs through Sat., Jan. 17 at 7:30pm
with a matinee on Jan. 17 at 1:30pm at
Hope
International
University
Auditorium, 2500 E. Nutwood Ave. in
Fullerton. The Broadway musical is performed by the incredibly talented cast of
5th to 8th graders of the Fullerton
Childrens’ Repertory Theater. It’s midnight...one by one the curious cats
emerge. Tonight is one special night a year
when Jelicle Cats gather to celebrate who
they are in song and dance. And your
invited!

MAVERICK THEATER
110 E. Walnut Ave., Fullerton
Tickets: 714-526-7070
www.mavericktheater.com
•A FEW GOOD MEN by Aaron
Sorkin, directed by Brian Newell, opens
Jan. 16th and plays thru Feb 21st. A fasttalking, charming Navy defense attorney
must prove that a pair of Marines are
innocent of murdering a fellow marine in
this taut and provocative courtroom
thriller. The lawyer’s biggest obstacle is a
conniving base commander who wants
the whole affair swept under the carpet.
This is the play that later became the
motion picture starring Tom Cruise, Jack
Nicholson and Demi Moore.
•CYRANO DE BERGERAC by
Edmond Rostand, adapted & directed by
Nathan Makaryk opens Feb. 27 and plays
thru April 4th. Despite his swashbuckling
heroism and rapier wit, Cyrano thinks
himself unworthy - because of his enormous nose - to be loved by the beautiful
Roxane. Instead he uses his gift for language to woo her for his comrade-inarms, Christian. But when tragedy strikes,
will Cyrano take his secret to the grave?
One of the 19th-century theatre’s most
heartbreakingly romantic tales. Intended
for audiences 10 and up.

CSUF CLAYES PERFORMING
ARTS CENTER
800 N. State College Blvd
Tickets: 657-278-3371
www.fullerton.edu/arts/index.html
•SMASH by Jeffrey Hatcher, an adaptation of George Bernard Shaw’s An
Unsocial Socialist, directed by Joseph
Arnold, opens Feb. 20 at 8pm and plays
thru March 13. Millionaire socialist
Sidney Trefusis leaves his bride on their
wedding day to pursue plans to overthrow
the British government. Sidney goes
underground and begins to carry out his
disruptive plans when he meets Agatha
Wylie, a rabble-rouser who falls in love
with Sidney, and just so happens to be his
deserted wife’s cousin. There’s plenty of
fun for all in this stylish comedy about
politics, women and love. Hallberg
Theatre. $11 (tickets on sale beginning
Jan 23)

THEATRE & FILM & MUSIC NEWS
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STAGES THEATER
400 E. Commonwealth, Fullerton
Tickets: 714-525-4484
www.stagesoc.org
•THE NORTH PLAN by Jason Wells,
directed by Barney Evans opens Jan. 16
and plays thru Feb. 22. After a ruthless
faction seizes power in Washington,
Carlton Berg, a bureaucrat for the State
Department, runs off with the new
regime’s top secret enemies list.
Unfortunately for Carlton, the chase has
come to an end in a police station in the
Ozarks town of Lodus. With a pair of
DHS agents on the way, Carlton’s last
hope is in the people around him; an
unsympathetic police chief, an ambivalent
administrative assistant, and fellow prisoner Tanya Shepke, a moter-mouthed recidivist who’s turned herself in for drunk driving and thinks Skynyrd should be on the
new money.
•FIVE KNAVES FOR BREAKFAST
by Hero P. Carlisle, directed by Jill
Johnson, opens Jan. 14 and plays thru Feb
21, Sat. & Sun. at 5pm. It’s the middle
ages in Florence, Italy. The Renaissance
movement has just begun as five strangers
start their day, each bound to their place
in the harsh caste system of the day. The
five meet for the first time, a scholarly
acolyte of the monastery, the wealthy merchant’s daughter, the athletic soldier-intraining, a motely rogue and a bleak outsider. They have nothing in common, but
before the day is over, they break the rules,
bare their souls, and touch each other in
this retelling of the beloved American
coming of age comedy drama.
•DEAD MAN’S CELL PHONE by
Sarah Ruhl, directed by Brian Johnson
opens March 13 and plays thru April 19.
An incessantly ringing cell phone in a
quiet café. A stranger at the next table who
has had enough, and a dead man with a lot
of loose ends. So begins Dead Man's Cell
Phone, a wildly imaginative new comedy
by MacArthur "Genius" Grant recipient
and Pulitzer Prize finalist, Sarah Ruhl,
author of The Clean House and Eurydice.
A work about how we memorialize the
dead—and how that remembering
changes us—it is the odyssey of a woman
forced to confront her own assumptions
about morality, redemption, and the need
to connect in a technologically obsessed
world.

CHANCE THEATER
5522 E. La Palma, Anaheim
Tickets: 714-777-3033
www.chancetheater.com
•LOCH NESS, A NEW MUSICAL by
Marshall Pailet, lyrics & book by A.D.
Penedo, directed by Marshall Pailet.
World premiere opens Jan. 30 and plays
thru March 1st. Chances are, you’ve heard
of the Loch Ness Monster, but have you
met the lady herself? In this whimsical
new musical co-written by Marshall Pailet
and A.D. Penedo, a scientist’s young
daughter discovers herself and a small,
magical and very reptilian creature on the
waters of the Scottish Highlands.
Developed through our OTR reading
series, Loch Ness is equal parts cheeky
comedy, heart-warming family drama,
and uplifting musical journey.
•ALICE IN WONDERLAND by
Randy Wyatt, directed by Darryl B. Hovis
opens Feb 26 and plays thru March 9. A
madcap adaptation of the Lewis Carroll
classic. Alice chases the White Rabbit
down a hole to a world in which she
encounters strange creatures and even
stranger poetry. Classic characters such as
the Mad Hatter and Queen of Hearts are
joined by ones not usually dramatized,
including the Pigeon and the Nanny in
Duchess’ kitchen.

OLLI Jazz Series at Steamers
The Jazz Series is part of an educational
program affiliated with OLLI (Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute) which is a
group of about 1400 retired and semiretired folks who take classes affiliated with
Cal State Fullerton.
The series has been presented monthly
for about 5 years at Steamers Jazz Club
and Cafe at 138 W Commonwealth Ave.
in downtown Fullerton at 12:30pm.
There is no cover charge or admission, it
is open to the public, kids are welcome
and parking is convenient and free. The
lunch menu is good and reasonably
priced.

Each program has a theme. For example, Feb 7th, Mel Torme; March 7th,
Irving Berlin; April 11th, Let’s Dance; and
May 21nd, Soulful Jazz.
The live music is provided by The Docs,
a group of great professional jazz players,
Mike Le Van on piano, Jotty Johnson on
bass, Bob Forte on drums, Dan Chiles a
retired pediatrician on trombone, Jim
Pearle a local active pulmonologist on guitar and Joe Lawton, a retired family practitioner on sax.
A discussion of the theme for the day is
led by Joe Lawton. The atmosphere is very
relaxed and a good time is had by all.

MONDAY NIGHT FILMS AT THE HIBBLETON
Hibbleton Gallery, 223 W. Santa Fe, Fullerton

Films from Mongolia, curated by
award-winning filmmaker Steve Elkins.
All screenings begin at 8pm are FREE and
open to the public.
•Mon., Jan. 12: "The Story Of The
Weeping Camel" (2003). Byambasuren
Davaa's documentary about a Mongolian
shamanic ritual in which music is used to
make a camel cry, so that she will feel
empathy for her newborn that she has
rejected. A powerful testament to the
transformative relationship between
music and nature, demonstrating that
some fairy tales are true.
•Mon., Jan. 19: "The Cave Of The
Yellow Dog". (2005) A great work of cinematic poetry depicting a little nomadic
girl's developing understanding of reincarnation through her relationship with a

stray dog and nature. One of the most fascinating women making films today,
Director Byambasuren Davaa, captures a
traditional way of life that has changed little since Genghis Khan, but will soon disappear from the planet.
•Mon., Jan. 26: “Mongolian Ping
Pong” (2005). The mystery of a small
white ball floating in a creek absorbs a
nomadic family and leads to questions
about the world around them. Three boys
trek to a far away monastery to consult
wise lamas. But even the most knowledgeable inhabitants of the vast steppes are
stumped. When a television show finally
reveals that the object is the "national ball
of China," the determined young scouts
embark upon a journey to return the precious talisman to the Chinese capital.

JANUARY

2015

EVENTS CALENDAR

HITS &
MISSES
by Joyce Mason © 2015

WILD: Two Hits
Now in charge of her own career moves, actress Reese Witherspoon
approached Cheryl Strayed about making a movie of her extraordinary
1100-mile trek alone on the Pacific Crest Trail. Although the journey was
taken in the early 90s, Strayed’s memoir, “Wild,” was written 17 years
later and became a best seller in 2012. Witherspoon both co-produces
and stars in the film version, bringing to the screen the profound challenges of carrying an enormous backpack, enduring extremes of heat and
cold, encountering snakes, water scarcity, and occasional menacing men.
With her marriage failing and grieving over the death of her mother,
played in flashbacks by Laura Dern, Cheryl has fallen into self-destructive behaviors. Formerly a prolific reader and a dedicated journal keeper, at 26, she drifted into a life of excessive drinking, casual sex, and heroin use. But one day, she notices a guide to hiking the Pacific Crest Trail
and becomes convinced that conquering such a challenge would prove to
be her redemption.
Beginning in the Mojave Desert, Cheryl fills a backpack, almost as
large as she is, with food, water and camping paraphernalia. The trail
does provide a few respite stops, where she picks up mail and food supplies, sent by her former husband. The trail also has outdoor sign-in stations, where hikers record their experiences. Cheryl, who has brought
along some books of poetry, usually leaves a message quoting lines from
Emily Dickinson or Robert Frost.
Cheryl survives horrors that would have caused many hikers to quit.
Ill-fitting boots blacken her toes and as one boot accidentally falls into a
ravine she defiantly tosses the other, substituting sandals strapped to her
feet with duct tape. At Kennedy Meadows, she learns that retailer REI
will mail replacement boots for her at the next rest stop. Not only do we
get into her mind through numerous flashbacks, but especially effective
are her chance encounters with other hikers and assorted strangers, some
of whom are dangerous and others exalting.
Screenwriter Nick Hornby (“An Education,” “About a Boy) adapts
Strayed’s memoir with meaningful details and spot-on dialogue, while
director Jean Marc Vallee (“Dallas Buyers Club”) keeps a nice balance
between Cheryl’s inner thoughts and recollections while she combats
constant physical challenges. Photographer Yves Belanger captures the
bleakness and beauty of scenery familiar to many Californians.

FOXCATCHER: Two Hits
Fans of wrestling will know the outlines of this unusual but true story
about Olympic gold-medal winners Dave and Mark Schultz and the Du
Pont heir who inserted himself into their lives. Director Bennett Miller
(“Capote,” “Moneyball”) came upon the 1987 newspaper clippings
about the Schultz brothers and John Du Pont by chance but knew there
was a film to be made here. Finding a producer took eight years, but
Megan Ellison of Annapurna Pictures (“American Hustle,” “Zero Dark
Thirty”) agreed the story was riveting and took on the project.
Actor Channing Tatum was eager to play Mark, the younger brother,
even though he had to train for months to meet the physical and mental demands of top notch wrestling. When the movie begins, it is three
years after Mark has won his gold medal in Los Angeles at the 1984
Olympics. Maintaining his physical stamina by wrestling daily with
Dave, he wants to compete again in Seoul, but he is running out of
money and has been reduced to showing his medal to schoolchildren for
$20.
When he gets a call from a stranger inviting him to meet John Du
Pont (Steve Carell), heir to a two-century old company that started making munitions for George Washington’s army and had since branched
off into chemicals, he allows himself to be flown first class and helicoptered to the Du Pont estate, near Valley Forge. Du Pont tells Mark
that he would like to sponsor him by putting him on a salary and by
allowing him to train in an enormous gym he has constructed on his
estate.
Du Pont also wants his brother, Dave (Mark Ruffalo), to live on the
estate and train daily under his watchful eye. When Mark tells John that
Dave, happily married with two young children, “cannot be bought,”
John replies, “Hum.” Not only does he eventually get Dave and his family to live in a guest house on the Foxcatcher estate, but he convinces the
chairman of the Olympic Wrestling Board to allow him to sponsor the
entire U.S. Wrestling Team if they will practice at Foxcatcher.
“Foxcatcher” is not just about wrestling and the bizarre interpersonal
relationships that develop, but it has important themes concerning class,
wealth, and power. For most Americans, it is surprising to witness a
twentieth-century family as privileged as the Du Ponts, and presided
over by a dowager, Mrs. Du Pont (Vanessa Redgrave), who amuses herself by acquiring thoroughbred horses, and whose son is developing a
hobby he is certain will outshine his mother’s. The tragedy that ensues
is not as surprising as the events that lead up to it.
Not only does a good script and impeccable direction distinguish this
movie, but all three of the main actors—Carell, Tatum, and Ruffalo—
are notable in their demanding roles.

Two Hits: Don’t Miss It!

FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 15

MON., JAN 12
•8pm: Free Films at the Hibbleton
Gallery on W. Santa Fe, Fullerton “The
Story of The Weeping Camel” See details
page 14
TUES., JAN 13
•4pm-5pm: Fullerton Collaborative
Meeting Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Tommy Nixon from
Solidarity will speak about work in the community. Evelyn Estrada from Anaheim
Fullerton Resources Center will tell about
upcoming teen conference.
WED, JAN 14
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday Farmers
Market at Independence Park, 801 W.
Valencia Dr., Fullerton Fresh produce, plants,
nuts, flowers, and more. (next to the DMV)
•1:30pm: Experanza Hill Development of
340 ridgeline homes on 460 acres of steep,
fire-and-landslide-prone hills abutting Chino
Hills State Park on two sides is set to be heard
by the OC Planning Commission at 10 Civic
Center Plaza, Santa Ana. Lack of water is one
of the concerns.
THURS, JAN 15
•10:15 & 11am: Monkey Tales Preschool
Storytime for 3 to 6 year olds. stories, songs,
crafts, puppets. Fullerton Public Library, 353
W Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton. Free but
registration is required by visiting the library
or online at http://fullertonlibrary.org/kids/
•6pm: Event Marketing a SCORE workshop on strategies for event marketing, creating webpage, online registration and emails
that rock. Fullerton Public Library
Community Room, 353 W. Commonwealth.
Free
SAT, JAN 17
•7pm: Rear Admiral Len Hering, USN
(retired) on Climate Change & National
Security “The national security risks of projected climate change are as serious as any
challenges we have faced (including transnational terrorisim and the Cold War)”. Rear
Admiral Hering is a widely respected sustainability leader. He holds a Master’s degree in
international relations and strategic studies, as
well as degrees in meteorology and oceanography. He will speak about reducing the risks of
Global Warming with a question and answer
reception to follow. Presented by Citizens’
Climate Lobby at Brea Congregational
Church, 300 E. Imperial Hwy, Brea. Free
SUN, JAN 18
•3pm: Book Signing & Discussion with
William Andrews, Author of Daughters of
the Dragon a novel based on a survivor’s story
of Japanese military sexual slavery during
WWII. Fullerton Public Library Osborne
Room, 353 W. Commonwealth Ave.
Presented by the Korean American Forum of
California. Free
MON, JAN 19
•Free Films at the Hibbleton Gallery on
W. Santa Fe, Fullerton “The Cave Of The
Yellow Dog” See details page 14
TUES, JAN 20
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council Meeting
City Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
See agenda online at www.cityoffullerton.com
•7:30pm: Israel/Palestine, One State vs.
Two: Which Option is Realistic? Hassan
Sughayer, a UC Berkeley grad and retired engineer is a Palestinian who, as a young man was
a human rights activist on the West Bank. A
discussion will follow his talk. Presented by the
Cousins Club of OC, Community Meeting
Room, 15500 Sand Canyon Ave., (in Irvine
Ranch Water District parking lot), Irvine.
www.cousinscluboc.org
WED, JAN 21
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday Farmers
Market at Independence Park, 801 W.
Valencia Dr., Fullerton Fresh produce, plants,
nuts, flowers, and more. (next to the DMV)
•10:15 & 11am: Kanga & Roo Storytime
for babies & toddlers up to 3 years old with
adult. Fullerton Public Library, 353 W
Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton. Free but registration is required by visiting the library or
online at http://fullertonlibrary.org/kids/

THURS, JAN 22
•11:30am-2pm: Lunch With League “The
Nexus Between Education & Newspapers features humorous and politically savvy professor
Pat Ganer from Cypress College. Meridian
Club, 1535 Deerpark Road, Fullerton. RSVP by
noon, Jan. 19 to 714-254-7440 or email lunchwithleague@lwvnoc.org. $20 includes lunch.
SAT, JAN 24
•11am-1pm: Workshop to Digitize, Scan
Photos & Other Documents Fullerton Public
Library Community Room, 353 W
Commonwealth. Interested in preserving your
family memories digitally? Learn how to scan
your photographs, slides, and other documents
at this free workshop. Don’t forget to bring a
flash drive to save your newly scanned items.
Limit of 20 items per person. Space is limited.
Register at 714-738-6326.
SUN, JAN 25
•2pm-4:pm: Author Betty Medsger of “The
Burglary: The Discovery of J. Edgar Hoover’s
Secret FBI”; some of the original burglars; and
the film, “1971” at the UU Church, 511 S.
Harbor, Anaheim. Sponsored by the ACLU of
So. CA, Social Justice Committee, the US
Federation of Scholars and Scientists and others.
Free. Call 949-940-8979 for more info.
•2:30-4:30pm: OC Theatre Organ Society
Concert w/ Organist Ty Woodward playing
the mighty Wurlitzer in Plummer Auditorium,
201 E. Chapman at Lemon, Fullerton.
Woodward is regularly heard at Disney’s El
Capitan in Hollywood. This concert will feature
popular music. $15 (children 12 & under are
free).
MON, JAN 26
•6:45-8:30pm: Fullerton 2015: The Mayor
& Day of Music See details in ad on page 4
•8pm: Free Films at the Hibbleton Gallery
on W. Santa Fe, Fullerton “Mongolian Ping
Pong” See details page 14
WED, JAN 28
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday Farmers
Market at Independence Park, 801 W. Valencia
Dr., Fullerton Fresh produce, plants, nuts,
flowers, and more. (next to the DMV)
SAT, JAN 31
•11am-2pm: Snow Day at Brea Dam
Recreation Area, located at 1700 N. Harbor
Tons of snow and three 75-foot sled runs, plus a
special toddler sled run for kids 5 and under.
Sleds provided by the city. Also a family campfire, kids play area, and for a fee, crafts and
games. Parking with shuttles to the site at the
parking structure behind the American Auto
Association building further up Harbor. Food
and refreshments available for purchase. Wear
warm clothes and gloves. Advanced fee is
$12/person for Fullerton residents ($15/out of
town); kids under 2 are free. Register early
because space is limited to 900 persons. Call
714-738-6575 or register online
at
http://www.cityoffullerton.com/residents/community_events/snow_day.asp
MON, FEB 2
•1:30pm: Schedule C a SCORE workshop
with IRS help on what small businesses need to
know about Schedule C and other taxes.
Register at 1pm. Fullerton Public Library
Community Room, 353 W. Commonwealth.
Free (preregister at workshops@score114.org or
call 714-550-7369)
WED, FEB 4
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday Farmers
Market at Independence Park, 801 W. Valencia
Dr., Fullerton Fresh produce, plants, nuts,
flowers, and more. (next to the DMV)
•6pm: Independent Film Series screening
of The World’s End at Fullerton Public Library,
353 W. Commonwealth Osborne Room. The
film is rated R and not suitable for children.
SAT, FEB 7-SAT, FEB 14
•9am-9pm: Annual Singing Valentines performed by Orange Empire Chorus barbershop
quartets who will go anywhere you want to surprise your special someone with three harmonious songs, a single rose bouquet, and photo.
Proceeds help promote music in schools and the
art of singing in harmony. Call 714-871-7675
to schedule a time.
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Harold M. Koenig
Harold M. Koenig passed peacefully
on Christmas Day. He was born
January 29, 1924 in Evansville,
Indiana, where he was raised. After
working as a riveter in a war plant for
two years, he attended Indiana
University. He graduated with a degree
in Accounting and was a member of
Phi Delta Theta Fraternity. He soon
married his college sweetheart, Mary
“Rustie” Gazzolo, and they lived happily ever after for 63 years until her passing two years ago. They were blessed
with two daughters, Linda and Martha,
and were devoted, involved parents.
Reliable and organized, Hal utilized
his mathematical mind as a financial
analyst for US Steel Supply. He began
his career in Chicago and, in 1975,
gladly transferred to California, where
he savored the sunny weather. After
precisely 35 years, he joyfully retired,
thereby able to spend more time on the
golf course or at the helm of his sailboat.
Hal and Mary enjoyed traveling,
especially cruising, and explored untold
places near and far. Hawaii, with its
glorious sunsets, was a favorite destination. They also attended multiple
Dixieland Jazz Festivals, tapping their
toes to oldies and twirling on the dance
floor.
Hal loved music, and could often be
found at the keyboard, providing musical sunshine for various groups and

gatherings, encouraging lively singalongs.
Probus of Orange County, an organization for active retired or semi-retired
professional and business people,
brought Hal invaluable relationships
and activities. A charter member, he
served as President for three terms. His
fellow retirees found him to be a fierce
yet friendly competitor, whether on the
greens or at the bridge table.
Faithful
members
of
First
Presbyterian Church of Fullerton, Hal
and Mary each served as Elders, he on
the Finance and Facilities Committee.
Hal is survived by two daughters,
Linda Koenig and Marty (Farhad)
Motia, and his dear sister, Marilyn
Burrell. He was predeceased by his loving wife, Mary Koenig, and his
youngest sister, Juanita Perryman. His
four beloved grandchildren are Trisha
(Erik) Paredes, Ryan Hernandez,
Michael (Morgan) Motia and Matthew
Motia, and his two great-grandchildren
are Gabriella and Benjamin Paredes. He
also leaves cherished nieces and
nephews and a host of friends.
A celebration of life will be held at
First Presbyterian Church of Fullerton
on Tuesday, January 13th, at 2:00 pm.
The family respectfully requests that in
lieu of flowers, donations be made to
the church or to the charity of your
choice.

Jim & Dottie Young Celebration of Life
A Celebration of Life was held in
honor of the late Jim and Dottie Young
on Saturday, January 10th in the Clayes
Performing Arts Center at Cal State
Fullerton. A program of readings and
music with speakers and performers
from the campus and community was
followed by a reception.
The Youngs were key fundraisers and
donors of the Clayes Performing Arts
Center, and the 250-seat James D.
Young Theatre named in honor of their
contributions.
Jim, who joined CSUF (then known
as Orange County State College) as a
speech and drama teacher in 1959, was
professor emeritus of theatre and
founding chair of CSUF’s Department

of Theatre. He was named Associate
Dean for the School of Letters, Arts,
and Sciences in 1970 and Associate
Vice President for academic programs
from 1973-79. He continued to teach
part time after being granted emeritus
status in 1986.
The Youngs, married for 70 years,
were also very active in many organizations in the wider community beyond
CSUF. Gifts in his memory can be
made to the Dr. James D. and Dorothy
R. Young Founder’s Scholarship
Endowment at Cal State University,
Fullerton, c/o the CSUF Philanthropic
Foundation, 2600 Nutwood Ave., Ste.
850, Fullerton, CA, 92831.

(Disciples of Christ)

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor
Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE
FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org
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Merrill Raymond Moremen
Merrill Raymond Moremen passed away
peacefully on Friday, December 12, 2014, in
Fullerton. He was 90 years old. Merrill was a
long-time teacher of history and political science at Fullerton College, later becoming
Dean of the Social Sciences Division.
Born in Upland, California in 1924,
Merrill earned his B.A. in Political Science
and History from Pomona College in 1948.
His studies at Pomona were interrupted for
three years by military service in the South
Pacific, primarily in New Caledonia and the
New Hebrides.
In 1950, Merrill received an M.A. in
History from Stanford University, writing
his master’s thesis on the Independent
Progressive Party in California.
After several years teaching at the high
school and junior college levels, Merrill
joined the faculty of Fullerton College in
1955. He became Chairman of the Social

Sciences Division in 1976, a position later
re-named Dean, and retired in 1988.
In his private life, Merrill traveled extensively in Europe and cultivated a garden of
beautiful roses and bountiful fruit trees, the
products of which he enjoyed sharing with
family and friends.
Merrill is survived by Iris, his wife of 54
years; daughter Margaret Anne Lawrence of
Redondo Beach; son, Philip of Brookline,
Massachusetts; sister Donna Quinn of
Huntington Beach; and their families,
including three grandchildren, Trevor,
Charlotte, and Geneva.
A memorial service was held December
28th at Morningside of Fullerton.
Merrill supported many charitable causes.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
contributions be made in Merrill’s memory
to UNICEF, or to a charity of choice.

Lu’s Life
Joel and Jeni Maus and their kids Bailey and
Cayse lost their beloved dog, Lu. She was hit by a
car. Lu was a well-known member of the community and could be found wandering around the
warehouse where Joel and Jeni run their businesses, Studio EMP and Found Rentals.
“Lu rarely left my side and slept next to my bed
at night without fail. She’d excitedly come snuggle
anytime I sat on the floor. She’d put her nose on
my armrest as we drove to work together nearly
everyday. She’d hang out in the basement workshop as I built and repaired furniture every
Wednesday. She sat between Cayse and I on kayak
trips, jumping out to get ducks and then climbing
back in with my help when she was too tired to
continue.
We played, we wrestled, we cried, we laughed,
we adventured, we trekked; once we even almost
drowned together as we swam across Lake Tahoe.
I carried her 90 pound body on my shoulders up
and down massive ladders in a slot canyon
once. She trusted me completely and was
totally relaxed.
She helped raise the kids with us. She
taught them about love and she showed
them what loyalty and tenderness was all
about.
She stared into my eyes for her last breaths
after being hit by a car. “I got you Lu,” I said,
trying to comfort her. But, she was already
calm. She was at peace. I will always remember that moment, as painful as it was. It was
the last time we connected...as she went.”

Local Congregations Welcome You!
Orangethorpe
Christian
Church
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At Left:
The artist
Pat
Morgenthaler
At Right:
“The Reeds
#2”
and below,
“Whirlpool
with Reeds”
are two works
from her
latest series.

ARTIST PAT MORGENTHALER • 1924-2014
Pat
artist
local
Well-known
Morgenthaler has died at 90, leaving myriad life-long friends, admirers and students, her extended family including 15
grandchildren and great grandchildren
and 780 cataloged works of art. She had
been an active professional artist on the
West Coast for over 50 years.
Pat considered herself an artist at age
nine and even as a wartime bride in 1943.
She attended Art Students League in New
York. It wasn’t until the ‘60s that broader
recognition found her.
She studied with Jo Rebert who Pat
considered one of her most influential
teachers, saying simply “She taught me
good composition and design”. Early
work at this time was almost exclusively in
watercolor, earning her juried shows,
awards and critical praise.
Pat’s artistic horizons could not be constrained by one medium as she explored
oils and acrylics, collage, constructivist
form and sculpture over her long career.
Although Pat called Fullerton her home
for 54 years, she was keenly aware of cut-

ting edge “art scenes”. Among her art
friends the inside joke was, “Is there life in
Orange County?” — certainly not “Art
Life.” That scene was Venice Beach, L.A.
and New York.
She talked of selling the house and buying a loft in Venice, but, rather than move
chose a middle path and started her own
scene in Orange County together with her
ever-growing circle of art friends.
Many years later a group show at the
Muckenthaler (2007) of the Bloody
Marys, a group of professional women
artists of which Pat was a founding member, was a testament to the quality and
depth of art in Orange County. You’ve
come a long way, baby — bringing “Art
life” to Orange County.
The trajectory of Pat’s artistic growth
since 1973 is impressive. Bodies of work
include light and shadow constructed
gallery installations, highly emotional and
metaphorical “Gates,” meditative large
scale “Reeds” which she termed preferred
reality landscapes, and mysterious,
vibrantly colored oils called “rainforest”.

Going back to earn her BA
from Cal State Fullerton in
1973, her work became sculptural with installations that
utilized non-art materials such
as leaves, dust and ashes, and
roplex. Pat referred to this at
the time as “taking the chaotic
experiences of my own life
and formalizing them into an
order with ritualistic archetypal form.” This was perhaps art
speak for critics’ ears but was
realized at the height of the
feminist art movement and
emotions ran high. This period’s work mostly preserved in
photographs was steep in feminist angst, owing in part to a
broken marriage and indeed
the struggle for her own liberation as a professional woman.
Pat earned an MFA from Claremont scale body of work called the “Reeds”
Graduate School in 1978 and applied for series. The paintings are about how nature
and won a resident artist grant at Oxbow speaks to the human spirit. Pat described
School of Art in Saugatuck, Michigan. her thinking, “Reeds stand vertical and
During this time her experience, dialogue tall. They work together and try to hold
and sustenance with artists friends and up but sometimes bend. They move softrespected teachers, Roland Reiss, Michael ly with the wind. Their roots are firm and
Brewster, Ann McCoy at school and Peter deep. They reach up. They are a quiet
impenetrable place.” Just
Agostini (N.Y. sculptor),
what the doctor ordered.
Marsha Tucker (Director
She came to realize that
of the Whitney Museum), She came to realize
was painting her
she
Leon Golub, Janet Fish,
that
she
was
or “Walden
“Giverney”
Peter Saul and well known
painting
her
was so near,
which
Pond”
and talented artists from
100 yards
lake
small
a
“Giverney” or
all over the U.S who were
home.
Fullerton
her
from
at Oxbow, were formative
“Walden Pond”
Downey,
in
shown
When
for her development as a
which was so near, the museums director,
professional artist.
a small lake
Scott Ward described her
Was it all roses? Was she
as a “romantic expression100 yards
ever creatively blocked?
ist” artist. She said that
Well, yes and it hurts
from her
suits her fine.
when it lasts too long like
Fullerton
home.
To the end of her life she
in 1989. To pull herself
not have an intolerant
did
out of the block she did
in her body. She
bone
large-scale abstract paintfriendly,
Vivacious,
everybody!
loved
ings. She tried to get something closer to
in the
interested
truly
and
open-minded
pure form. She called it “intuiting straight
cultures,
and
ideas,
people,
of
diversity
from the gut or subconscious” to the cannew styles and forms, she was a
vas. “It felt good!” she said.
Then after a women’s show at Rancho Renaissance woman — a gem. Her qualiSantiago College and loft sitting in Tri- ties made her an admired and loving
Be-Ca New York City for a month Pat friend to so very many. She was a joy to be
embarked on her ambitious and large- with and will be missed.
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Roxi Fyad New OCDA Spokesperson
OC District Attorney Tony
Rackauckas announced the
appointment of Roxi Fyad as
the DA Spokesperson. She
has been serving in the Public
Affairs Unit since 2007.
Before joining the office she
received a Bachelor’s degree in
Political
Science
from
Chapman University.
Fyad was hired in 2007 as a
bilingual staff assistant to support the public affairs unit,
translate press releases, and
serve as the Hispanic
spokesperson for the office. She quickly
rose through the ranks and began writing

press releases for all units
on a daily basis, organized
the Victims’ Rights March
& Rally, oversaw interns,
provided quotes to the
media, and assisted in all
work of the unit.
In 2014, Fyad was promoted to Staff Specialist
and now has been promoted to Spokesperson. As
Spokesperson, Fyad will
maintain her current
duties and oversee all press
releases and media advisories and act as the main point of contact
for media.

West Nile Virus &
Blood Donations

some cases of the virus in the US in the
past were contracted from transfusions of
people receiving blood from donors who
did not have symptoms of the infection at
the time they gave blood.
Blood collection agencies now screen
blood for the virus. But if you donated
blood within 14 days of coming down
with symptoms you are asked to notify
your doctor. For more information see see
www.ochealthinfo.com/epi/wnv/

Twenty people in Fullerton sought
medical help due to West Nile Virus
infection this year of the total 282 cases in
Orange County as of the end of Dec
Countywide, seven people died from the
virus, which is spread by mosquitos.
The Centers for Disease Control and
OC Health Agency put out an alert that

Potential Public Exposure to Measles
The OC Health Care Agency has confirmed three cases of measles in Orange
County in the last week, in conjunction
with the outbreak recently reported affecting multiple counties in California and
Utah. These cases raise the possibility that
residents may be exposed to measles since
the patients visited public locations while
infectious. If you think you have been
exposed call your doctor.
POTENTIAL EXPOSURE LOCATIONS
TIMES:

&

•St. Joseph Hospital, 1100 W. Stewart
Drive, Orange Emergency Department:
Tues., Dec. 30, 6pm-11:30pm.
•CHOC Children’s Hospital, 1201 W.
La Veta Avenue, Orange, 4th Floor:
Thurs., Jan. 1, 3:40pm through Fri., Jan.
2, 12:45pm. Emergency Department:

Sun., Jan. 4, 10:25am - 12:50pm, and
Mon., Jan. 5, 8:25am - 12:40pm
•Quest Diagnostics Laboratory, 1010
W. La Veta Avenue, Suite 140, Orange
Sat., Jan. 3, 12:00 - 1:15pm
Measles is rare in the US and in regions
of the world where vaccination coverage is
high. Maintaining high vaccination rates
is vital to preventing outbreaks of disease
in our community. Given the recent cases
identified here and in other jurisdictions
in Southern California, additional cases
are expected and vaccination is key in preventing infection from future exposures.
To learn more about measles, visit the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention or the Orange County Health
Care Agency.

FDA Food & Drug Recalls

www.fda.gov (then go to Enforcement Report)

Food
•Florida Avocado, Pride of the
Redlands, Unity Groves Corp tested positive for salmonella.
•Mrs. Friday’s Gourmet Breaded
Oysters, King & Prince Seafood tested
positive for Norovirus GI Gll
•Organic Cilantro, High Quality
Organics, Reno NV; Product of Israel
tested positive for salmonella.
•Organic Southwest Seasoning (use by
date 9/25/15 by Regency Group &
Oregon Spice Co. recalled due to salmonella
•Open Nature Chile Cheese Enchilada,
frozen, by Overhill Farms recalled due to
use of High Quality Organics cilantro
contaminated with salmonella
•Organic English Cucumbers: Recalled
by Tricar due to e.coli contamination.
•White Tahina in jars: Zacares USA
recalled due to salmonella contamination.
•Whole Foods Bleating Heart Cheeses
recalled due to listeria monocytogenes
contamination.
•Coca Cola Zero, 2 liter bottle:
Equipment malfunction led to inconsistent blending levels.
•Shelled Raw Peanuts, in bulk: Sessions
Co. Inc. and Pea River Peanut Company
recalled Lot 1012 of raw peanuts found to
contain 26 ppb Aflatoxin.

•White Tahina in jars: Zacares USA
recalled due to salmonella contamination.
Drugs & Cosmetics
•Walgreens Aspirin Free Tension
Headache Pain Reliever coated caplets
recalled by LNK Int. due to presence of
sucralose not declared on label.
•New Life Nutritional Center’s Super
Fat Burner and Maxi Gold Weight Loss
Pill and Esmeralda recalled due to presence of undeclared and unapproved
drugs.
•Mayhem capsules Dietary Supplement
recalled due to undeclared dexamethasone
and cyproheptadine.
•Eye Drops (Tetrahydrozoline and/or
Zinc sulfate and/or Polyethylene glycol
and/or Dextran and/or Povidone) distributed under various brand names recalled
because ingredient was stored in noncompliant warehouse.
•Ginseng Kianpi Pil, product of
Kweilin Drug Manufactory (One and
Zen) recalled due to undeclared dexamethasone and cyproheptadine.
•Entertainers Secret Throat Relief,
Tropichem Research Labs, recalled due to
e. coli contamination
•Juice Beauty Illuminating Eye Color
recalled due to presence of bacillus cereus.
(with expiration dates ranging from
10/31/2014 to Aug. 31, 2015
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Council Notes Continued from page 4
Item 11. East Brookdale Place
Townhomes: Development Proposal to
construct nine 2-story craftsman bungalow style townhome apartment units
Located at 131 E. Brookdale Place
Ms. Joan Wolff, Acting Planning
Manager, presented the potential plan for
this property, an infill development in an
area which is underdeveloped and underutilized. The zone would be changed to
R3P (apartments in a preservation district) for an area zoned for apartments on
one side of the property and single family
homes on the other. Both the Design
Review Committee and the Planning
Commission approved the proposal of
Craftsman-style bungalows on this land.
Mr. Pete Beard, owner of the parcel,
stated that there have been many zone
changes during the last 80 years, sometimes even different zones for each side, as
there is now. He wants a less than 25-foot
driveway so that there will be less concrete. Mr. Package stated that this development would increase water needs. Why
ask us to reduce our water use and at the
same time build new developments that
increase water use? He also asked if there
was any plan to use solar energy, to which
Beard responded in the negative.
Approved 5-0
Food Trucks: Consideration of repealing part the Fullerton Municipal Code
relating to food truck regulations.
A presentation by Code Enforcement
Director Kirke Warren included eliminating the 200-foot restriction which would

allow trucks to park adjacent to schools
and prevent students from crossing streets
or impacting other businesses or homes.
Approved 5-0
Issuance of Tax Allocation Refunding
Bonds: Director Julia James explained the
resolution which will allow taking the
bonds out for sale at end of January and
saving the city $31,000. Approved 5-0
Jan. 20, 2015 Agenda:
•District Elections Lawsuit and other
existing litigation. • 2nd reading of 313
Laguna Road former Ebell Club development. •Regional Advisory Body
Appointments •Contract award for sewer
replacement and street improvement
2014-15.

DISTRICT ELECTIONS
WINS IN ANAHEIM STILL
PENDING IN FULLERTON
Anaheim voters selected a district based
election system by approving Measures L
& M in the Nov. 2014 election. The
measure will increase the size of the council to seven seats. There will be six council
districts with candidates requred to live in
the district they are seeking to represent.
The Mayor will continue to be elected at
large.
The issue has also come up in Fullerton
with current lawsuits against both the city
and the school board contending that at
large elections prevent ideas and concerns
from residents of the different areas of
town from being addressed.

IDEAS
worth working on
if you really want
more people
to show up
& vote.

KEEP UP WITH
LOCAL FRACKING
ISSUES
www.stopfrackingbrea.com
www.heightsoilwatch.org

http://kitchenmudge.wordpress.com/2014/11/12/dodems-want-advice-doubtit/#more-2672

www.whittierhillsoilwatch.org
www.foodandwaterwatch.org

http://www.sourcewatch.org/ind
ex.php/Fracking_studies

CHANGE & BALANCE
by Michelle Gottlieb

Using Resolutions to Expand
Your World Instead of Punish
New Year’s is a time to make resolutions that we will totally forget about by
February first. We are supposed to
resolve to do things that will make us a
better person, usually by suffering. A
favorite, of course, is to go on a diet. We
will lose weight by not eating anything
but celery. After a day of being extraordinarily hungry, we eat a whole cake and
give up. Or we vow to run a marathon.
We go out on the first day and run 10
miles. Well, we try to. We get through a
mile and a half, call our spouses to pick
us up and limp for the rest of the week.
Those expensive running shoes then get
thrown into the back of the closet.
A friend of mine has a different attitude. She makes a resolution that she
actually wants to do and that is not a

punishment. For instance, spending
more time with friends or trying new
foods. So, instead of causing yourself
pain to make yourself into someone that
you think that you want to be, perhaps
you should do things to expand your
world, so that you can become the person that you want to be.
What have you wanted to try or see?
Perhaps there are museums that you
want to go to? Perhaps there are books
that you want to read? Perhaps there are
bands that you want to hear? What do
you want to add to make you into the
human that you strive to become. Take
reasonable, fairly easy steps. Steps that
you will enjoy.
Expand your world. And have fun
doing it!

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5
www.michellegottlieb.com
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Call 714-525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides space for
NEIGHBORS to advertise. To participate
you must have a local phone number and be
offering an item for sale, garage sales,
reunions, home-based businesses or services,
place to rent or buy, or help wanted, etc.
Contractors must provide valid license.
Editor reserves right to reject any ad. Sorry,
we do not accept date ads, get rich schemes or
financial ads of any sort. Call 714-525-6402
for details. $10 for 50 words or less per issue.
Payment is by checks only.
Items to give away for free and lost and
found item listings are printed for free as

BEAUTY & HEALTH

AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry,
or Nutrilite products
please call Jean 714-349-4486

SEEKING

SEEKING PLACE TO RENT

I am seeking a place to rent. A back
house, or 1-bed apartment with private
entrance (no stairs) would be ideal. I have
excellent credit references. Please call
Mike at 714-365-2571

LESSONS/TUTORING

TEACHING ONE AT A TIME

Teaching one mind at a time, Sheri
Spiller, MA, holds California Teaching
Credentials in Regular and Special
Education. She offers private tutoring in
Reading, Writing, and Math for grades K9. Her greatest strength is working with
students who have difficulty learning. She
can be reached at: 714-688-6241 and
iteachla@gmail.com
GUITAR LESSONS

Beginner to Intermediate: in 5 lessons
you will obtain the informational tools
you need to play guitar from a teacher
who has 40 years of professional experience. Call 714-272-8702 for information.

ITEMS WANTED

ENGINEERING & TECH BOOKS

Older Engineering and Technical Books
wanted; engineering, physics, mathematics, electronics, aeronautics, welding,
woodworking, HVAC, metal working,
and other types of technical books purchased. Large Collections (25+books)
Preferred. Please call Deborah (714)5288297

CAREER

ENERGIZE YOUR WORK LIFE

Certified
Career
Coach
and
Professional Resume Writer will assist you
in refocusing your employment/career
goals with a full spectrum of services,
including dynamic resume, refreshed
interviewing techniques, sharpened negotiating skills, and more. Call Career
Possibilities @ 714.990.6014 or send
email to keytosuccess1@sbcglobal.net.

ANSWER KEY
At left is the answer
key to the crossword
“Happy New Year” on
page 7.

space allows. The Observer assumes no liability for ads placed here. However, if you have
a complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at 714-525-6402.
Call City Hall at 714-738-6531 to inquire
about City of Fullerton business licenses. For
contractor license verification go to the
California State Contractor License Board
website at www.cslb.ca.gov. Once there click
on the red link on the left of the page which
will take you to a screen where you can enter
the name, contractor number, or business to
find out if they are legit. Thank You

Fullerton-born resident Valerie Brickey
has been constructing
puzzles for two years.
She has agreed to keep
us entertained with
more in the future!

FOR SALE

ELECTRIC GOLF CART

Club Car Golf Cart, street legal with
lights, turn signals and more for sale.
Good batteries, rechargeable through regular electric outlet. $1,400. Call Jim at
714-243-6116
Beige Recliner

Beige Recliner chair for sale. $175. Call
Pat at 714-525-8431

REPAIR/REMODEL
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN

Skilled Electrician and Fullerton resident
for 40 years. NoFixNoPay.info provides
the second opinion that saves thousands
in unnecessary construction. Guaranteed
perfect repairs, lighting, fans, building
wiring, and appliances installed. Owner
operated within the unlicensed minor
work exception set by the Contractors
State License Board. Fullerton Business
License #556307. Call Roger (714) 8032849
LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Patios, Windows, Doors, Gates,
Fences, Termites, Dryrot, Electrical,
Plumbing, Drywall, Paint, New, Repairs,
Special Projects. CSLB #744432. Bonded,
Insured. Free Estimates: 714-738-8189

OPEN & SHUT CASES
Some patients experience abnormal
occlusal (bite-related) conditions that
occur when the upper and lower teeth
do not make contact at the same time.
In some cases, one tooth may contact
its opposing counterpart before the
rest of the teeth in the dental arch.
When this happens, it can result in
non-uniform stresses in the mouth
while chewing, which can be problematic. Another condition involving
abnormal occlusion (malocclusion) is
tooth-grinding (bruxism).
Approximately one-third of all
adults grind and clench their teeth,
which causes excessive tooth wear. Yet,
because many tooth grinders are

FREE HELP LINES
•Vets Crisis Line: Call 1-800-2738255 & press 1; chat online at http://veteranscrisisline.net; send a text to 838255.
•Call 2-1-1 on your phone for nonemergency help on any issue you are having in OC. Free. www.211.org

unaware of their conditions, the problem persists. If the dentist finds evidence of any of these problems, they
can be brought to the patient’s attention and addressed.
In some cases, all it takes to correct a
problematic bite is to grind down a
protruding portion of tooth.
If you have concerns or questions
about the well being of your teeth and
gums, call us. Please don’t let unwarranted fears keep you from maintaining your dental health. The key to
dental health is routine preventative
care. Most insurance companies allow
two cleanings per year. Have you had
yours this year?

•TEENLINE’s number is (800) TLCTEEN (800-852-8336). Open 6pm to
10pm and answered by teens. Also available online at teenlineonline.org.
•Domestic Abuse: WTLC (Womens
Transitional Living Center) 24-hour hotline is 877-531-5522. Call 714-992-1931
for the bilingual line.
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Kandra in Holland
Half my family is Dutch and this
winter holiday I was able to travel to
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and Alkmaar
for a Christmas visit. The photo at
right was taken on the steps of the
Nightingale Cafe in old town,
Alkmaar in North West Holland.
This was my first trip in the short
daylight and cold temperatures of
Holland in December. I learned the
Dutch secret antidote to cold, cold
weather outside: warm, loving, light
hearted friendship, fellowship and
conversation, coffee with sweets, and
hospitality indoors! It is a lovely time
of year to be in northern Europe!
Many curious by-standers in the
street of Alkmaar, during busy afterChristmas shop hopping on
December 29th, stopped to watch
this photo for the Fullerton Observer
be taken. They thought this tradition
was a great idea. Who knows? Maybe
Alkmaar's newspaper will have a travel feature displaying their paper in
world wide photographs too!
Thank you and Happy New Year to
the staff, - Kandra Kargo

60th Wedding Anniversary
Caballeros in Spain
This picture of long time Fullerton residents,
Tom and Joyce Caballero was taken in Girona,
Spain (outside Barcelona) while they were on a
Mediterranean Cruise.

PORTAL
LANGUAGES
FULLERTON
Group & Private Classes
for adults & kids
14 DIFFERENT LANGUAGES
FREE DEMO CLASS!
110 E. Wilshire Ave. Suite 500,
(at Harbor)
Downtown Fullerton

714-499-2311
www.portallanguages.com/fullerton

“We really enjoyed the cruise and had a wonderful time traveling throughout Europe.”

Pat & Wayne Alvey traveled to
St. Louis Missouri to celebrate
Wayne's 64th High School
Reunion. While there they took a

cruise down the Ohio River on the
American Queen Steam Boat to
celebrate their 60th wedding
anniversary.

