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by Darci Nunez
Community members, residents and local organizations contributed to the success of this year’s Arbor
Day Tree Planting event held in March at Coyote
Hills Tree Park, 2349 Park Road, north of Rosecrans.

In an effort to save water, the park’s turf grass has been
removed and replaced with drought resistant plant material and trees. The goal of this year’s planting was to transition the park back to a more natural state by introducing
additional Quercus Agrifolia, Coast Live Oaks.
A few of the nicest mature oak specimens in Fullerton
already exist in the park just west of this location bordering

A city crew led volunteers of all ages in planting trees at the park.

Coyote Hills Drive. Duplicating the experience of a quiet
walk under these oaks on a cool spring morning was exactly the goal participants were headed for at the park location. Visit early in the morning to listen to the birds while
you enjoy this beautiful park.

INFILL HOUSING & VACATION RENTALS
by Jane Rands

ful of neighborhoods without being overly burdensome (to developers).”
The PRD-I development
standards are based on the
streets on which the site is
located. Some housing
types, such as “rowhouse”
or “shopkeeper” are limited
to major and primary arterials. Likewise,
height is allowed up to 3 stories on major
and primary arterials while being limited to
2 stories elsewhere. In addition to height
there are standards for things such as the
frontage (porch, stoop, or shop front),
ground floor setbacks (ranging from 5 to 15
feet), and parking (2 per unit plus 1 guest
for residential use). Commissioner
Gambino cast the single opposing vote
because he felt that the new designation

The project was
not “respectful of
neighborhoods”
according to the
neighbors who
attended...

The March 23 Planning
Commission agenda had three
items; a new developer tool for
infill projects, the Melia Homes
infill project; and changes to
the City Municipal Code to
legalize home vacation rentals.
The first item sailed through on a five to
one vote; to recommend that the City
Council approve the creation of Planned
Residential Development - Infill (PRD-I)
zoning as a tool for developers to use in
place of a Specific Plan for residential projects less than 40 acres within an existing
residential zone or in an area identified in
the General Plan as suitable for residential
use. Planning Consultant Heather Allen
stated that this new tool would be “respect-

CSU FACULTY FIGHT FOR FIVE by Allison Ritto Almstedt
Represented by the California Faculty
Association (CFA) California State
University faculty are scheduled to strike
beginning April 13th. The CFA was
offered a 2% raise but are fighting for 5%.
Arbitrator Bonnie Castrey, chair of the
factfinding panel recommended and ruled
in favor of all of the CFA’s demands. This
was not binding, however, so the negotiation continues without resolution.
Many imagine university campuses full
of full-time, wizened tenured professors
with comfortable positions. These imaginary people are lucky to have summers off
and spend their days lecturing, chatting
with students, and pondering ideas in their
given field. It sounds like a dream.
But the reality is part-time lecturers such
as myself comprise 60% of the CSU faculty. These contracts are semester-to-semester, non-tenured, and the average salary is
$28,000. Many work at more than one

campus or have second jobs. Thankfully,
the CSU offers all faculty who teach at
least 6 units per semester health benefits
and some security such as rank when
course schedules are designed.
Most of these lecturers, also referred to as
adjunct faculty, desire full-time, tenured
positions which are decreasing as universities across the nation increase their adjunct
numbers who work for less.
At the same time as these cost-cutting
measures take place, CSU administrators
are earning more and comprising more of
the total staff. In 2015, according to the
CFA, 34% of CSU administrators received
at least a 5% raise and 18% of CSU
administrators got an increase of 10% or
more. This is the equivalent of Congress
cutting benefits and funding for citizens
while giving themselves raises.
The real losers in this debacle are the students. In the last 15 years, CSU tuition and

Pigeons Captured
Pigeon cages have been set by the city
building facilities department at the
top of the Santa Fe and SOCO parking
structures and at the train station
bridge in an effort to cut down on the
pigeon population because they have
been pooping all over the outdoor areas
where people sit. The pigeons are captured and relocated by Orkin, hired by
the city to control pests around the
city’s 71 buildings.
might “take away freedoms” from developers. However, project applicants may
still choose to utilize a Specific Plan.
Though not yet approved by City
Council, the PRD-I zoning designation
was used by staff for the next item on the
agenda, the Melia Homes project.
Continued on page 9
fees have increased by 283%. At the same
time, the percentage the CSU spends on
direct instruction (faculty salaries included)
has decreased by a few percent.
Recently I was told that the attendance
in my courses for fall will increase by 25%.
I will have a quarter more students whose
work I will extensively grade, whose emails
I must quickly answer, whose education
and future is in my hands. Imagine your
employer asking you to work an extra day
next week, but not for another day’s pay,
but only 2% more of your salary. What
would you say?
I love my job, my coworkers, my department and especially my amazing boss who
really encourages me in my career. Above
all, I really care for my students. I hope
that I won’t have to give up on teaching
because I can’t make a living. But, as I look
at my infant son, I wonder how long I can
keep this up.
Almstedt grew up in Fullerton and
is a lecturer at CSU Long Beach
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends in 1978, is
staffed by local citizen volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout
our community.
This venture is a not-for-profit one with
all ad and subscription revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our independent, non-partisan, non-sectarian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton residents about the institutions and other societal forces which most impact their lives, so
that they may be empowered to participate
in constructive ways to keep and make these
private and public entities serve all residents
in lawful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways.
Through our extensive local calendar and
other coverage, we seek to promote a sense
of community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our country is
so uniquely blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:

Submissions on any topic of interest are
accepted from Fullerton residents and we try hard
to get it all in. Sorry we sometimes fail. Shorter
pieces have a better chance. Send by email to
observernews@earthlink.net or by snail mail to:
FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051
FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051

____________________________

How To Subscribe
Subscriptions include home delivery
and are due each October
$25/Fullerton • $35/Out of Town
Send Check with Name & Address to:
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________
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Beware of Charter School Movement
by Mike Matsuda
As a parent whose son attended great
Fullerton public schools, Raymond,
Ladera Vista, and Fullerton High School,
I am very concerned about the charter
school movement in Orange County and
what it may mean for our beloved
Fullerton, Buena Park and La Habra
schools. Proponents of charter schools say
it’s about “parent choice” and that charters
outperform regular public schools.
Sounds good but please take the time to
do your homework and you will find that
major university studies on charter school
performance (Stanford Center for Research
on Education) have found that charter
school students do no better than public
school students on academic performance
measures and in mathematics actually do
worse.
Parent choice is another nice soundbite
but when one considers that Fullerton
Joint Union High School District has
open enrollment and parents already have
choices, the choice issue is moot, unless
one truly believes that Fullerton public
schools are failures. I believe that
Fullerton public schools are great schools
where children grow into responsible, caring adults ready to take on the real world.
My son was a member of the national
champion Fullerton High School Speech
and Debate team and because of great
empathetic teachers, counselors and
administrators, will have a bright future in
life.
Full disclosure for me. I am the superintendent of a neighboring district that is
dealing with the encroachment of charter
schools so I want to share with parents
what may happen if charters open for
business. I say business, because that’s
how most (not all) charter schools operate.
With profits in mind, they tend to “disenroll” students who cost the most on the
education system. Students with special
needs, English Learners, and students
with behavior and mental health issues are

often disenrolled back to the public
school. Vista Science Academy which is
attempting to start a second school in
Orange County has disenrolled 24 of 25
students with special needs in one year.
Their “flagship” school in Los Angeles has
a truancy rate of 43%. Through disenrollment, many charters get rid of the
“expensive” students and throw them back
into the public school system. Not only is
this practice good for business it’s also
good for test scores and creates a group of
parents who will fight to keep it that way.
My colleague, Rick Miller, superintendent of Santa Ana Unified, has said that
over the last few years they have lost hundreds of students to “networked” charters,
meaning charters networked and managed from out of the district.
This is an important piece for parents to
understand. If a district loses say 1,000
students to non-district charter schools,
that translates to over $10 million dollars
of district funds (about $1,000 per student) that now goes to the charter schools.
But unlike all public school districts that
are required to be transparent, where
budgets, salaries (especially executive
salaries), and most importantly, locally
elected board members are readily accessible, that is not the case with charter
schools. What if charters were to open in
Fullerton? $10 million dollars from the
general education fund would be disastrous for all Fullerton public schools.
Santa Ana will likely be laying off teachers
next year. Is Fullerton next?
I’ve attached a photo of a middle school
in Santa Ana where the charter school is
sharing facilities with the former public
school. Imagine a wall smack in the middle of Fullerton or Troy High School.
How is that good for kids? How is that a
cost savings where you create two sets of
office/custodial/administrative support
for the same amount of students?
At this point, most parents would say
that their elected school board members

OUR COMMUNITY IS CHANGING
DRAMATICALLY by Rusty Kennedy, CEO, OC Human Relations
North Orange County has changed
dramatically over the span of my life in
Fullerton, and with that change comes
tension, conflict and at times violence.
For the last 40 years I have devoted my
life to working for OC Human Relations
where we believe that all people have a
right to live free from discrimination and
violence. So we provide model programs
in schools and communities to make
them safe and inclusive. I would like to
share with you a profile of our community, trends I see for our future and some of
the challenges we face.

Community Profile
•Latinos make up over 45% of our K12 school age population, Whites about
32%, Asian Pacific Islanders about 19%,
African Americans and others about 4%.
While our total population in 2015 was
42% White, 35% Latino, 19% Asian
Pacific Islander, and 4% African
American and other, it is projected to mirror the K-12 population in the next
decade.
•30% Orange County residents are foreign born.
•45% Speak a language other than
English at home.
•In 2014 forty hate crimes were reported in Orange County, targeting primarily,
African Americans, Gays and Lesbians,
Jews and Muslims.

Trends
•Diversity will continue to increase
based primarily on births.

•Young adults (25-44) will leave the
county in search of affordable housing.
•Wages will continue to increase for
high wage occupations and decrease for
lower wage occupations.
•Adjusted Income which is lower than
10 years ago, will continue to drop,
shrinking the Middle Class.
•Seniors over 65 make up 14% of the
OC population, will be the largest segment at 24% in 15 years.

A campus divided in two.

would never allow that. That’s probably
true. But here’s my last point.
It doesn’t matter. Because of a rigged
system that favors charter schools, the
Orange County School Board can usurp
local control and override charter school
decisions made by the local school board.
By a narrow 3-2 majority, they have doubled the number of charter schools in
Orange County in the last year and their
leader, president Robert Hammond who
recklessly espouses privatization at any
cost has vowed to double charter schools
again next year.
Orange County board member Jack
Bedell, a CSUF department chair and
member of the board minority has represented the North Orange County area for
many years. He gets it and has been a
responsible, professional, and accountable
board member. He is up for re-election
this June and likely will be challenged by
a charter school candidate who will
espouse “school choice” and “parent
empowerment.” Don’t fall for it. The
future of our great community is at stake.
Keep the public in public schools.
Michael Matsuda is a local parent and
Superintendent of Anaheim Union High
School District. For more information visit
www.reformcharterschools.org
essential care and deliberation.
Let us seek to protect these refugees
fleeing that same enemy, and create a
future where people of all faiths and differences can be safe, respected and included in the abundance of our community.
As we set out to build this successful
community of the future, let’s consider
that our treatment of “the poor and neediest of our residents” may determine the
ultimate success of the most powerful and
successful in our community.
For more information on the local nonprofit OC Human Relations, visit
www.ochumanrelations.org

Challenges
How do we keep our fears from being
exploited by politicians who stampede us
into wrong-headed actions such as the
internment of Japanese Americans; turning away Jews fleeing Nazi Germany; and
mass deportation of Latinos during the
depression?
How do we make our cities more
affordable to our children?
How do we rebuild the middle class
with decent wages, benefits, and retirement plans?
How do we keep ourselves from stereotyping others based on their religion, race,
sexual orientation, national origin or
other aspect of their being?

Conclusion
As our world struggles to deal with the
violence in San Bernardino and Paris perpetrated by people who seem to have no
limit to their hate, We are left with the
huge challenge of not getting sucked into
a vortex of hate instantly lashing back at
perceived enemies without taking the

Park Lifelines
The April 2016 issue of National
Geographic contains the article “Urban
Parks: Bringing Nature Closer to Home” a
global survey of major city parks.
Fullerton is currently being sued by the
Friends of Coyote Hills for, among other
things, ignoring the overwhelming ballot
sentiment of the citizens of Fullerton that
the Hills remain open space.
“Destination” cities do not have to be big,
nor do they have to host a Disneyland or
Knott’s Berry Farm. A nature park serves
just as well, as the wide intercity usage of
our hiking trails indicates.
As a former employee of Chevron, the
owner of West Coyote Hills, I can assure
you that the company does not stint on its
esthetics, be it architecture, landscaping or
interior art. Fullerton’s esthetic values
deserve no less.
Manuel N. Bass Fullerton
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2016

JonDobrer@mac.com

ENOUGH SHOUTING! SOMEONE LISTEN!
We are tearing a hole in the fabric of political correctness cops for saying that
our society. Our growing intolerance of “White people could not know what it
each other, manifest by mutual incivili- is like to live in the ghetto.” Bernie didty, is both consequential and toxic. n’t know that “ghetto” was a word forWhile I would like to make this about bidden to white people, and it was
good guys versus bad guys, this is actu- wrong to associate Black people with
ally about bad behavior and people feel- ghettos because many are middle class
ing entitled to act out their disdain for and suburban. Bernie didn’t get the
memo, and truthfully, neither did I.
others both verbally and physically.
We’ve clearly lost our minds in
At the moment, the discussion cum
argument centers on Donald Trump attacking our friends for well-intenand his “Reality Show” act–changing tioned but possibly outdated word
choices. All the while the
“You’re Fired!” into
leading vulgarian offends
“Get him out of here!
We go to our
intentionally and without
Why I oughta punch
echo chambers and negative consequences.
him in the face.” It’s
street theater and it’s seldom hear or learn The added irony is that in
dangerous. That he to respect other ideas denying the right of a Jew
denies any responsibility and the people who to use the word ghetto, a
crime against history is
for the folks he’s encourhold them.
committed. The word
ages to violence is reprewas invented for the
hensible.
That he just makes stuff up about neighborhood in Venice Italy in which
protestors being sent by Bernie Sander’s Jews were forced to live and where the
campaign or that he “heard” a protestor gates were locked at night.
We seem unable or unwilling to toler“had ISIS ties” reveals a character
flaw–either in his character or the char- ate speech and ideas that offend us, and
acter he’s playing. I’m not confident everything we don’t agree with is offenthat I know the difference, nor am I sive. We are held prisoner to the most
sure that he knows the difference. More exquisitely sensitive amongst us. But
importantly, does he know the danger? even here there’s no reciprocity. I can
Intolerance is not a one-way street. get into your face because right, truth
While I completely support the right of and goodness are on my side, but you
Black Lives Matter, Occupy Wall Street must shut up and go away because you
or any other political group to demon- are the spawn of Satan.
This is not new. In Berkeley in the
strate in our streets, even if it inconveniences me by blocking traffic, I don’t 60s, I was struck by the irony of memsupport their right to interrupt and bers of the Free Speech Movement
close down someone else’s event–nei- shouting down people in Sproul Plaza
who were trying to express opposing
ther Bernie’s nor Donald’s.
No, this isn’t a First Amendment points of view. Currently, I’m further
right of free speech issue. The First struck by students at campuses all over
Amendment protects us from govern- the country vetoing speakers or, failing
ment shutting us up. This is an issue of to get their way, standing up and turncourtesy, respect and the social contract. ing their backs on those speakers.
We are in the crazy position of
If I shut you down, I give you the right
to shut me down–and then we are both defending the right to speak without
left without communications except any responsibility to listen or to hear
through anger, shouting and even vio- different points of view. We go to our
echo chambers and get our news and
lence.
Part of the Trump phenomenon is views from sources with distinct politifueled by frustration at “political cor- cal viewpoints, so we seldom hear or
rectness.” His followers find it refresh- learn to respect other ideas and the peoing that he rejects the social niceties and ple who hold them.
No one has freedom of speech if we
isn’t intimidated by fear of committing
“micro-aggressions.” He goes right for deny it to any group. Freedom of
speech is not for safe speech or pretty
the macro, in your face, aggressions.
Trump’s immune from the kind of speech. It is for difficult speech, difficarping criticisms of Kasich for saying cult people and even bad causes. So,
that “40 years ago women came out of yes, demonstrate your values. Express
their kitchens to work for me.” How your point of view. But if you would be
dare he assume women were in heard, you must also listen.
www.Dobrer.com
kitchens? critics complained. Then
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer
Bernie got called on the carpet by the

Hillcrest Park Fountain, Drought vs Pot Holes
I was reading the OC Register in the Local
section last Monday. The Fullerton portion
stated that the City Council was considering
spending $5.4 million on renovating
Hillcrest Park in Fullerton. Are you kidding
me! they spent a huge amount a few years
ago on bathrooms, roads, and ADA

I am sick of listening to our hardworking
city staff be targeted at every meeting I go to
by the same gang of abusive men. How are
we going to keep employees if they have to
put up with such abuse? Already we see several leaving the city for better jobs in other
cities where they don’t have to put up with
abusive behavior and personal attacks. Can’t
something be done about this situation?
Since I don’t want to be attacked by this
group please do not print my name.
Anonymous Fullerton

improvements. They want to restore a
1920 fountain in a drought era. They can
plant the fountain with cactus and not
waste water. Do they really need a 7'
wooden stairway from Lions Field to the
top portion of the park? The wooden
stairs would be a maintenence nightmare
for upkeep with the weather.
We need our streets repaired! Driving
from Basque Ave west on Chapman to
Euclid is like driving in a third world
country. They have patched this street
over 100 times and it keeps degrading.
This is just one street in Fullerton and
there are probably 100 others. I would
suggest that each member of the City
Council drive the streets in Fullerton and
report back on their findings before they
spent $5.4 million on a park that doesn't
need this work in this day and age.
J.L. Fullerton

Fire Them if They
Ignore the Public Vote

Open Coyote Hills on
Opening Coyote Hills

End Attacks on Staff

If the planning commission and the
Fullerton city council are ignoring the wishes of the voters, which seems to be the case
after reading Observer article “Friends of
Coyote Hills Files Lawsuit on Measure W,”
then they should all be recalled as what happened in Colorado when elected officials
ignored the voters and two were recalled and
a third resigned. Longtime Fullerton resident
W. Chandler Fullerton

What Compromise?

At the last council meeting it was said that
the City/Chevron “deal” on Coyote Hills was
a compromise. Seems Chevron gets to build
the original 760 homes and in addition
makes an huge profit from overcharging for
the two open space properties it is now willing to sell the city at a wildly high price.
What compromise?
Councilmember Chaffee said he
thought Chevron price is fair considering
the $3 million endowment for maintenance and the donations to the library
California leads the nation with 3,972 soldiers wounded and 731 dead in wars since 2001.
and Muckenthaler. Brother! Do some
math!
IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN
Let’s nix the “deal” including the
• 156,254 Civilians killed by Violence www.iraqbodycount.org (4/1/2016)
endowment and demand a fair price.
According to the chart on page 2 (MidUS Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 11/27/2015)
• 4,495
March Observer) similar properties have
US
Soldiers
killed
in
Afghanistan
(2/12/2016)
www.icasualties.org
sold from $9,797 up to $38,000 per acre.
• 2,381
Even
using the highest like valuation
US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports) www.icasualties.org
(even
though the Chevron property is
• 32,223 Iraq 3/2003 to present (no updates since 11/2011)
highly polluted unlike the other proper• 17,674 Afghanistan 10/2001 to present (no updates since 9/2012)
ties) we could buy the 24 acres at
$912,000 total and save ourselves
• $1.679 Cost of Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (4/1/2016)
$28,688,000 million. We can then build
Trillion (rounded down) (Iraq $819 billion) (Afghanistan $732 billion)
our own interpretive center and pay for
Cost of Military Action Against ISIL $8.9 billion
our own maintenance endowment.
Pentagon Slush Fund $115 billion www.nationalpriorities.org
Kudos to Friends of Coyote Hills group
Every hour US taxpayers are paying $8.36 million for costs of war since 2001
for not letting the Measure W vote be
What Could We Be Doing With this Money Instead?
ignored.
K.G. Fullerton

WAR COSTS in Life & Money

Our group, Open Coyote Hills, is made
up of long-time active citizens who come
from a variety of backgrounds. We have
advocated for the preservation of the maximum amount of open space at West
Coyote Hills and ensure that it is open in
a timely manner.
The City’s efforts to secure grant funding to preserve more of the West Coyote
Hills meet our objectives to use a sensible
and sustainable approach to bring this
opportunity to a beneficial resolution.
More than 60 percent of the land is
already dedicated for preservation as a
result of an agreement with Pacific Coast
Homes-Chevron. If the City can expand
this preserve that would bring added benefits for Fullerton and the broader community.
What’s missing from the current discussion, however, is any sense urgency to
open this land for public enjoyment.
The West Coyote Hills offer some of
the most amazing vistas in Orange
County. The new trails will allow families
to connect to nature and with each other.
A nature center can become a hub for outdoor education in “The Education
Community.”
Without urgency, years will continue to
pass with this property being fenced and
inaccessible. This seems inexcusable. It is
time to properly open the Robert E. Ward
Nature Preserve!
We urge all the parties to come together. Our community should not focus on
litigation. We should focus on how we
can all finally enjoy this land that has been
the focal point of division over the years.
Let us join together to open an expanded
Robert E Ward Nature Preserve.
Bob Hayden Fullerton
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
The City Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video
of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm
the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

MARCH 15 COUNCIL MEETING (NEXT MEETING APRIL 5
•Laguna Lake Leak: Betty Bailey of
Seepage Control said her company had
given the city a quote last May for sealing
the Laguna Lake leak. “We have manufactured and sold sealing products and services since 1958 which are used all over the
country and internationally.” She said her
company’s quote was less than the city has
agreed to pay and wanted to know why
her company had not been considered.
•Melia Homes: Most of the public
commentors came to register their opposition to the Melia Homes 40-unit development on 3.3 acres at Bastanchury and
Morelia. Carol Edmonson handed over a
petition with 360 resident names opposed
to the zone change from office to residential. They asked the council to disallow
the zone change due to inadequate overflow parking plan, added traffic to an
already congested area by residential vs.
office hour vehicle trips, and safety of
prospective and current residents coming
and going from the proposed development on the 50 mile per hour street.
Several mentioned that though there had
been five meetings with developers, the
neighbors did not feel heard.
•CollegeTown: Tom Graham thanked
the council for deferring the decision on
the proposed project until resident concerns are looked at. He brought the council a letter from City of Placentia Public
Works about its problems with the project.
•Brea Dam: Several residents questioned the city tabulation showing benefits of turning over management of the
Fullerton Golf Course to a private compa-

ny. They contended that the city will lose
$4 million over 20 years (based they said
on the 2010 and 2016 audits) and asked
for an independent audit.
•District Voting: Francisco Espino of
OCCCO, (Orange County Community
Congregations Organization, and a
Fullerton College student trustee, asked if
moving the council decision on the final
district map to earlier than the June 7
meeting would be advisable to get the
measure on the June 7 primary ballot.
Mayor Protem Flory asked if the decision can be moved forward. City Manager
Felz said that Mr. Ely will present his recommendations on the final map at the
April 19 council meeting and the council
will make the decision at the June 7th
meeting which will certify the measure for
the Nov. 2016 ballot.
•Rezoning: Tony Package noted that
the citizens challenge each development
project brought before the council. He
said the real culprit is the City General
Plan which provides for heavy rezoning.
•Apology: Mayor Protem Flory apologized to Councilmember Whitaker for
accusing him of taking three government
pensions. She said he says that is not true
and apologized for maligning him.
•LOVE Fullerton & Hunt Library:
Mayor Fitzgerald invited everyone to
check out the projects listed at
LoveFullerton.org for this year’s citywide
volunteer event on April 30. She also
asked staff to bring back ideas on how the
West Fullerton area can be better served
by possibly selling the Hunt and moving
the library to a more accessible location.

Hillcrest Park Improvements Update
Parks & Recreation Director Hugo
Curiel presented the $5.46 million
Hillcrest Park Improvement Plan which
includes a recirculating fountain reconstruction, a 40 foot wide by 80 foot long
bridge spanning the baranka from the
Harbor sidewalk to the grassy lawn area
and a network of wooden stairways
installed from Lions Field uphill through
the park. Construction could begin by
Dec. 2016 or Jan. 2017 and be completed
by Veterans Day 2017.
Comments from the public were generally favorable and included one from Post
142 Commander Marilyn Harris who
said the veterans are in support but pointed out that the “veterans memorial” is
actually a combat memorial. Every person
listed on the memorial died in combat.
Other commentors asked why added
parking wasn’t considered in the plan;
why a stairway to nowhere was being
built; that the wooden stairway from

Lions Field will be a maintenance nightmare and ongoing maintenance costs
should be included in the figures; the wisdom of reconstructing the fountain in a
drought - why not create a drought tolerant planter instead; and a request from
Bicycle Task Force chair Jane Rands to
have the plan directed through the committee since it appeared to include bicycle
traffic on the bridge and sidewalk.
Director Curiel answered that the 7 to 8
foot wide wooden stairways from Lions
Field were designed to go different places
in the park with stopping points to enjoy
the view. He said the stairs behind the
fountain were intended as a place for
informal seating. He said the features had
been selected by the Hillcrest Ad Hoc
Committee.
Council passed the conceptual plan 5-0.
Parts of the plan will return to council for
more discussion at future meetings.

Affordable Housing

Mayor Fitzgerald asked the developer to
explain why the company is requesting
more in bond proceeds than the $5 million that the former company
ROEM/Squire had requested. The extra
amount, said developer Mr. Whitty, is due
to increased construction costs, a 30-foot
utility easement discovered at the edge of
the site cutting into buildable area, environmental challenges of the site, and that
the project must be built with prevailing
wage requirements, all of which increased
costs.
Commentor David Curlee asked why
anyone would want to live at the location
which is across from fire station #1, with
up to 100 trains passing by per day, and
serious contaminated groundwater cleanup issues. Even poor people may not want
to live there, he said. And the public
appetite for high rise projects is very low.
He suggested the developer find a more
suitable location.
The project passed 4-1 (Whitaker, no)

Housing Manager Charles Kovak presented the Related California affordable
housing project proposal at 336 E. Santa
Fe Ave. He said that the previous project
developer ROEM/Squire had dropped
out. The project is being supported by
housing bonds which must be used for
affordable housing projects. Fullerton is
currently deficient on housing for very
low and low income residents.
The project consists of 55 housing units
(with 97 beds) affordable to extremely low
to low income residents. Related CA
requested $7.2 million of the $28. 9 million in bond proceeds available.
Related CA, of Irvine, is a 26-year-old
company with many projects in Newport
Beach, Santa Ana and elsewhere. Its
Jeffery Linn project in Anaheim won an
award for outstanding design. The company is the long-term owner/manager of
the sustainable private/public partnership
projects it constructs.
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Council Update on Coyote Hills
Various grants, originally identified by nected to the development process for the
Friends of Coyote Hills, followed up on rest of the property. No reason not to
by the city grant writer Heather Stratman open it - we own it. Chevron should clean
were presented at the March 15 council it up now as is required.”
Mayor Protem Flory asked if pollution
meeting update on West Coyote Hills.
Ms Stratman said that two $2 million was the problem and if so why Chevron
can’t clean up the 72-acre
grants have been applied for and
“No good
Bob Ward preserve so it can
are pending; that a meeting held
be opened.
with city representatives and repdeed goes
Chevron/PCH representaresentatives from the Fish and unpunished”
tive Jim Puglise said “there
Wildlife
Conservation
in
may be minor contaminaSacramento went well and that Mayor Fitzgerald
We would work with
tion.
representatives
visited
the
“the price is
the city in a reasonable fashFullerton to see the Coyote Hills
reasonable
ion if the city wants to open
site. She said other grants are
and fair”
it independent of the develbeing looked into.
opment agreement,” he said.
Later in the meeting Item 16:
Councilmember
Molly McClanahan, also
Notice of Acquisition, continued
Chaffee
of Open Coyote Hills, and a
the discussion with City Manager
former Fullerton mayor and
Joe Felz saying that the city is
interested in entering into a purchase sale current North OC Community College
agreement for sites #1 and #3, with an District boardmember spoke in support of
option for site #4. This doesn’t commit the plan. “We have 13,800 students and
the city to purchase but makes raising teachers who want to use the land as a scifunds for acquisition possible. Felz rec- ence lab now.”
Chevron/PCH representative Jim
ommended that the council move forward
with the agreement and they did that in a Puglise said that the corporation does support city efforts to purchase the property
4-1 vote (Whitaker, abstaining).
and this historic opportunity to raise
Public Comments
funds so the entire east side (east of Gilbert
Angela Lindstrom of Friends of Coyote Street to Euclid) could be purchased. We
Hills made a public comment objecting to have agreed to sell at a reasonable price.
the unreasonable price put on the proper- Fair market value has been established.”
ty. The Friends are suing the city for (See chart at right for current market values
ignoring the public vote on Measure W compared to Chevron pricing)
which should have ended the project entiCouncilmember Chaffee said, “I think
tlements which helped puff up the price. the price is reasonable and fair considering
(See the complete comment below.)
that added stuff like the interpretive cenBob Hayden of Open Coyote Hills, the ter, a maintenance reserve worth $3 milgroup which supported the Chevron lion, 10 miles of trails, and grants for the
development during the Measure W pub- library and Muckenthaler are included in
lic vote said, “I hope we can find a collab- the price. Buying all of it is unrealistic.
orative way to move forward without Time to celebrate not litigate,” he said.
being held hostage by the whims of othMayor Fitzgerald said, “No good deed
ers’ delay tactics prohibiting the vast goes unpunished. This plan balances the
majority from enjoying the open space.”
rights of the property owner with the
Jane Rands said she agreed with Angela’s wishes of the community. And to the
comments and said, “Yes, let’s open up community I say recognize a win when
Bob Ward Preserve. Chevron should start you get one.”
cleaning it up now. It shouldn’t be con-

COMMENT BY FRIENDS OF COYOTE HILLS
by Angela Chen Lindstrom
“I want to set the record straight on the
Friends of Coyote Hills' position on the
West Coyote Hills VTTM (Vesting
Tentative Tract Map) and subsequent
actions by the City since November 2015.
Of course it's a matter of public record
that we along with hundreds of residents
protested your approval of the VTTM.
Your approval was based on development

approvals that should have been overturned by the 2012 Measure W, the people's referendum on the development of
West Coyote Hills.
We were blindsided with your decision
to ignore our vote as part of your VTTM
approval in October and November last
year. All of our cautious optimism on a
long awaited acquisition plan were dashed
by your VTTM - almost 2 years of what
we thought was good faith collaboration

Orange County Assessed Property Tax Value
of West Coyote Hills, Fullerton
PARCEL NUMBER....ACREAGE
287-081-24.................... 2.68
287-081-25.....................0.52
287-081-26.....................5.36
287-081-48.....................6.04
287-081-52.....................93.4
287-081-54....estimated 51.98
287-082-27.....................20.9
287-082-28.......................8.9
288-091-12.....................1.57
288-091-13.................159.68
288-091-14.................158.97
TOTAL
ACRES.............................510

TOTAL ASSESSED
VALUE 2015
$55,088
12,939
80,186
103,248
1,313,660

TAX
$ 634
167

569,912
300,124
150,833
18,148
1,841,635
736,667

1,239
1,185
15,022
6,461
3,448
1,725
228.84
21,402
9,585

TOTAL ASSESSED
VALUE $5.1 MILLION

TOTAL TAX
$61,000
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WHY SO HIGH? IS CHEVRON GOUGING THE PUBLIC?
There are many questions about how
pricing of the West Coyote Hills was
arrived at. It appears that prices of land
currently for sale, the sales price of land
recently sold and the tax value of the

property (see charts below), were not considered in setting a price on the property.
Why not? What about other factors such
as pollution clean up and mineral rights
retention on the property?

EXAMPLES OF OPEN SPACE PROPERTIES WITH DEVELOPMENT
ZONING CURRENTLY FOR SALE Source: www.landwatch.com
CITY/AREA

ACRES

•Brea:

PRICE PER ACRE

TOTAL PRICE

36.15 acres

$ 12,000

$ 433,800

•Brea:

37.95 acres

16,000

607,200

•Silverado Canyon:

31 acres

25,774

799,000

•Silverado Canyon:

90.8 acres

52,313

4.75 million

•Orange:

25 acres

60,000

1.5 million

•Trabuco Canyon:

10.14 acres/ gated

73,866

749,000

•Brea:

10.2 acres

117,647

1.2 million

•San Clemente:

25 acres w/ocean view

128,000

3.2 million

•Anaheim Hills:

10 acres

137,968

1.3 million

CHEVRON/PCH PRICE TO PUBLIC FOR WEST COYOTE HILLS
AREA NAME

ACRES

•Coyote Hills

491.5 acres

•Site #1
•Site #3

PRICE PER ACRE

TOTAL PRICE

$ 296,236

$ 145.6 million

10 acres

960,000

9.6 million

14 acres

695,500

9.737 million

EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL OCTA M2 GRANT-PURCHASED OPEN
SPACE PROPERTIES (compare to Chevron acreage & asking price above)
AREA NAME..........date

sold

ACRES

PRICE PER ACRE

TOTAL PRICE

Hayashi.............05/2011

296

$ 9,797

$ 2.9 million

Ferber Ranch....05/2011

399

31,829

12.7 million

O’Neill Oaks....05/2011

119

36,134

4.3 million

Saddle Creek....04/2011

84

38,095

3.2 million

Hafen..............11/2011

48

35,417

1.7 million

MacPherson....11/2011

204

12,255

2.5 million

Aliso Canyon...04/2015

149

14,756

2.2 million

That lawsuit was filed by the
with the City and
We do not
Friends
of Coyote Hills because we
Chevron on a fair chance
support any
do
not
support any plan based on
to save all of West Coyote plan based on
ignoring
the vote of the people. We
as a nature park. Turned
ignoring
the
do
not
support
enriching a corporaout it was a set up for a
vote
of
the
tion
at
the
cost
of
that. Yes, Chevron
nosebleed price tag for
as
a
landowner
deserves
to be compeople
the land which according
pensated
for
their
land,
but
not at the
to the staff report today is
highest
possible
price
when
your
$145 million to be raised in a year.
voters
have
spoken.”
The staff report tells a limited story. It
sounds great. The City is finally applying
For updates on this issue visit
for public grants that we have always said
www.coyotillos.org
were available to buy West Coyote Hills
for a nature park. But not by first setting
the price as high as possible. Then asking
for public monies to be transferred into
the hands of a private party. All while
A review of the West Coyote Hills
ignoring your own voters.
property
appraisal was done October
I want to make it clear ... in your staff
12,
2015
by Larry W. Heglar &
report, you mention that a lawsuit has
Associates.
He
was hired by Fullerton
been filed against this VTTM. You don't
contract
attorney
Jeff Oderman to
name who filed the lawsuit. On the last
review
the
West
Coyote
Hills appraisal
page of your staff report, you mention a
dated
Sept.
2015
(but
done
in 2013)
$1 million matching grant the Friends of
by
Integra
Realty
Resources-Orange
Coyote Hills was awarded.
County, a group which lists Chevron as
We were proactive in fundraising even
a client.
before the VTTM because of our mission
Larry W. Heglar is a real estate conto save all of West Coyote Hills for a park
sultant
and
is
listed
as
for now and future generations. No one
Acquisition/Marketing
Manager
with
should read your staff report and think we
SAGE Community Group Inc of
are no longer committed to our supportNewport Beach. The company website
ers and community in that mission and
describes its work; “Sage Community
vision. However, no one should read your
Group is an experienced land developreport and think that we are onboard with
ment company that targets quality
your VTTM plan which does not align
properties with the builder in mind.
with our mission. In fact I should point
From the outset, we see the builder or
out that your proposed acquisition notice
developer
as our customer...”
is not a commitment. Even if neighborDo
we
need
an independent appraishoods 1 and 3 are acquired, most of the
al
of
the
property
since both of the
760 houses and shopping center originalcompanies
selected
seem
to be heavily
ly proposed in the development plan will
developeroriented?
still be built in West Coyote Hills.

New Appraisal on
Coyote Hills Needed
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text & photos by Mike Ritto AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

Bill Otto in the one acre lot of his family home which
supports over a dozen still-producing orange trees
and is one of the few groves left in Fullerton.

ORANGE YOU AMAZED?
In the late February issue our photo question featured the historic Otto family property on Balcolm.
Observer Mike Juarez not only answered the question,
he put us in touch with Bill Otto, who lives in the
home, so now we have the rest of the story.
The question was about Valencia orange trees, and
it’s amazing to note the trees were already there when
the original Herman Henry Otto (Grandpa) bought
the property and built the house in 1926.
Hard to say for sure but it’s possible that Charles
Chapman himself was responsible for the orange
grove. The one acre lot still has over a dozen of those
trees and they are still producing. The two houses
next door are gone, along with the tangerines and
walnuts, but to see a 90 year old home in its original
state, still owned by the same family, is more that anyone could have predicted back when the 5 bedroom
(and very unusual for the time) 2 bathroom custom
home was built.
The interior is being restored, room by room, to its
original glory, with stucco, yes stucco, walls and wood
floors all around, and the place even has a basement
and plenty of original electrical outlets, also rare.
Calls come in all the time but no, the place is NOT
for sale, thanks. The next time you see Bill turning up
the soil with his tractor be sure to give him a wave.
Bill Otto, a true Fullertonian through and through.

UPDATE Museum Plaza Fountain Repair: Shown above the new Museum Plaza

fountain work is speeding right along on the plaza next to the Museum Center on E. Wilshire, downtown. The
recirculating fountain will replace the old one, use less water, and meet all OC Health Department regulations.

Historic Photo Redo

The historic Otto family property on Balcolm is being
restored by the family and still has an orange grove.

An email alert to my office read, “Commonwealth is
shut down Malden to Highland. SWAT out front.” I
grabbed my camera and press pass and headed west on
Commonwealth. An ambulance blew by. Street closureconfirmed. Officers all over the place. No SWAT Team,
must be late. Turns out, a historic photo of the Fullerton
PD was being updated, which is good since this happened
the same morning as the tragedy in Brussels and it could
have been scary stuff. No bombs, no worries, all is clear.

Phyllis Fender Book
The 25th Anniversary of Leo Fender’s passing was
on March 21st. Having recently read “Leo and Me,
My eleven years with guitar maker Leo Fender” by
Phyllis Fender, who married Leo after his first wife
passed away, it struck us as appropriate to include a
snippet of the book here at this time.
Phyllis and Leo went on quite a few ocean cruises
together. “The musicians always seemed to find out
when Leo was on a ship. Pretty soon we would find
notes under the cabin door asking to
meet with him and stunned smiles if we
met them up on deck. Most of the
bands on cruise ships are from Europe
and we had some great, lively discussions. Leo always had his tiny screwdriver in his left shirt pocket in case any
of the guitars or basses needed a tuneup.” (Printed by permission of Phyllis
Fender)
The first printing of the book is gone,
but Phyllis is looking into reprinting it,
and we will keep you posted in case you
are interested in a copy.
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PHOTO QUIZ & CROSSWORD

Fullerton Photo Quiz
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2016
“HOP TO IT” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

QUESTION:

Where was this photo above taken
and what is going on here?

SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO MIKE
at
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

LAST ISSUE’S
QUESTION & ANSWER
On what downtown street was this
tasty curiosity, pictured at right, once
located? (Fullerton Ice Cream Cone)
Answer: Spadra Road (Harbor)
south of Berkeley. Below is another
photo that shows the location
(Fullerton from bridge south)

ACROSS
1. “Mamma Mia” pop group
5. Very dry, as wine
9. ___ Mesa
14. College in Portland
15. First-rate
16. Suggestions
17. Dodgers or Angels
18. Author Philip
19. Like Odin
20. “Jessie’s Girl” singer Rick
23. “I Like ___”
24. Actress Witherspoon
25. Actors Bruce or Laura
27. Pluses
30. Oft repeated word by Matthew
McConaughey
33. Take in slowly
34. Allied (with)
37. Actress and director Coppola
38. Bakersfield county

DOWN
1. Carney and Garfunkel
2. Car horn sound
3. Black or brown
4. Look up to
5. Rudely interrupts
6. House tops
7. Loosen, as laces
8. Little laugh
9. Ashes
10. Singer Yoko
11. Type of cake pan
12. Ivory source
13. Fits to ___
21. Brooklyn hoopsters
22. Bad cholesterol, abbr.
26. Brawl
27. Inquired
28. Strainer
29. Birthplace of Franklin D. Roosevelt

40. Appointed
42. Spinners
43. Brand of bottled water
45. Beneficiary
47. Numbered hwy.
48. Artificial tooth
50. Racket
52. Tipper or Al
53. Passed out
55. Observed
57. Rocker Bruce
62. Past, in the past
64. ___ no good
65. Run without moving
66. Church singers
67. “___ there, done that”
68. Taxis
69. Regrettably
70. Drops the ball
71. Amo, amas, ___
30. Mideast’s Gulf of ___
31. Aware of
32. Stun gun
35. Miami-___ County
36. Pop punk music genre
39. Alliance acronym
41. Ten-sided figures
44. Baby’s room
46. Building additions
49. Gym unit
51. New York prison
53. Band in “Diary of a Wimpy Kid”,
Loded __
54. Computer command
55. Pouches
56. Turkish title
58. Bumpkin
59. Dutch cheese
60. Actor Idris
61. Egg holder
63. None
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BIKE NOTES

The new .8 mile segment of the Tracks at Brea Bike Trail between Brea Blvd. and State College
Blvd. is open. When complete the Tracks at Brea trail system will run from east of Brea Blvd. to
Valencia Ave. It will also be part of the 66 mile “Orange County Loop” connecting the Coyote
Creek and the San Gabriel River trails to the Santa Ana River Trail. For a map of the entire trail
visit http://www.cityofbrea.net/DocumentCenter/View/738
PHOTO VINCE BUCK

One of the beautiful gardens on this year’s tour features a pond.

Fullerton Beautiful Open Gardens Tour
The 2016 Fullerton Beautiful Open
Gardens Tour will take place Sunday,
April 24, from 11am to 4pm.
The tour will offer something for everyone, including a bonsai garden, an oriental-inspired retreat, a vegetable and flower
spiritual garden, a giraffe and cat garden,
an entertainment garden, and a seeds,
clippings and roadside discovery garden.

Crews work on the new trail design expected to be complete in June. PHOTO DENNY BEAN

Trail Safety Redesign: The steep slope of Juanita Cook Trail, the site of several severe bicycle accidents and two deaths, is in the final stages of a redesign for safety.

$20 Million Headed to Boosting OC Bikeways
OC Transportation Authority will
award up to $20 million in grants for
projects that make bicycling and walking
easier and safer in Orange County and
this week accepted a $280,000 state grant
to further its regional planning efforts to
encourage active transportation instead of
more car trips.
Through the Bicycle Corridor
Improvement Program 2016 Call for
Projects, grants will be awarded to cities
and the county for projects that build
bikeways and pedestrian paths. Funding
for the program comes from the
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
Improvement Program, a federal program
that provides funding for transportation
projects that help meet federal Clean Air
Act requirements.

To date, OCTA’s board has awarded
$10 million in funding through the program to 28 projects. Among the completed projects are the Coyote Creek Class I
bikeway and the Newport Beach Class II
bicycle facilities.
Each project is eligible for up to $3 million. The program is competitive and
projects will be scored based on a range of
criteria, including safety enhancements,
consistency with bike plans and cost effectiveness. Project applications for the current round of funding are due to OCTA
by May 9 and the board is scheduled to
vote on awarding the funds in August.
The funds will allow OCTA to consolidate local and regional bikeways master
planning efforts. For more information,
visit www.octa.net/bikeways.

Tickets may be purchased at the
Fullerton
College
Horticultural
Department on Berkeley Avenue (at the
northside of campus east of Lemon
Street). The $15 map allows participants
to walk through the featured gardens.
Visit www.fullertonbeautiful.org for
more information.
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INFILL HOUSING & VACATION RENTALS
Continued from frontpage

Melia Homes Project
However, the PRD-I for the Melia
Homes project was not “respectful of
neighborhoods” according to the 25
Sunnyhills neighbors who attended to
register their opposition. They disagreed
with the plan to rezone 3.3 acres on
Bastanchury and Morelia from office use
to low/medium density (6.1 to 15 units
per acre) residential use.
The staff argued that the plan for 12.12
units per acre in a neighborhood surrounded by R-1:20 lots (1 unit per
20,000 sq. ft.) was “compatible with surrounding neighborhoods” by referencing
similarly dense housing as far away as
Bastanchury and Brea Blvd.
Some changes had been made to the
original plan in an attempt to alleviate
concerns communicated by neighbors at
three previous community meetings.
Buildings were realigned to minimize
views into windows and yards of existing
homes. The new homes on the northern
edge would be built below grade to reduce
their height. A landscaped divider would
replace the painted median on
Bastanchury to prevent unsafe turns in
and out of the entrance on Bastanchury
and red curbs would be added to Morelia
to help enforce the no parking zone
around the entrance on Morelia.
There was support for the project from
the Building Industry Association, the
North Orange County Chamber of
Commerce, the CEO of St. Jude, and the
CEO of Hydraflow, some citing a need
for local housing for workers.
Commissioner Dunlap asked what the
selling price was expected to be. The
answer was in the range of $600 to
$700,000.
Neighbors objected to the project as
being incompatible with the surrounding
neighborhood, and citing the dangers of

additional traffic around the Laguna Road
Elementary School and poor sight lines
from the driveway for cars turning into 50
mph traffic on Bastanchury. Many felt
that the traffic impacts would be much
greater than stated in the traffic analysis.
An online petition had collected 430 signatures to oppose the project.
Commission Chair Shanfield led the
Commission’s deliberation by stating that
she did not support the project as presented and asked that the project be brought
with
lower
density.
All
back
Commissioners agreed. Commissioner
Johnson noted, "There is a housing shortage." But then she followed up by saying
that three stories "will feel dense" and that
she could not approve that at this site.
Commissioner Bennett stated, "I am
generally pro-property rights.” He felt the
neighborhood objections superseded the
developer’s desire for rezoning.
The Commission unanimously rejected
the staff recommendation and asked that
the project be reworked to a lower density
before coming back to Planning
Commission.

Short Term Rentals
No presentation was made for the final
agenda item “to add short-term vacation
rentals as a permitted use” to Fullerton’s
Municipal Code as printed in the staff
report. The Commission voted to continue the item to their May 11 meeting.
However, as a noticed Public Hearing
those who had waited until 10:30pm still
had a right to register their concerns
before the commission.
A resident in a single family home on
Burning Tree said that he no longer knows
who his neighbors are because the property is used as a short-term vacation rental.
"If I wanted to live next door to a hotel or
motel, I would have bought property next
to one."
A representative for the Hobbicks who
rent their home in Golden Hills as a vaca-

25 neighbors came to the meeting to oppose the Melia Project (on Bastanchury and
Morelia) with 40 units on 3.3 acres in a neighborhood with R-1:20 lots. The Planning
Commission asked that the project be reworked to a lower density.
tion rental said that the
reasons for opposing the
Commission should support
regulation of vacation
50 neighbors
vacation rentals because "the
rentals be read at the meetopposed the
city can gain revenue."
ing.
The letter stated that he
short term
Lois Schmidt complained
is unaware that Fullerton is
rentals.
of being awoken to the
experiencing a problem with
sound of rolling suit cases
short-term rentals and that
outside her window. "The sanctity of the "not everything needs to be taxed or reguneighborhood is lost” because of two to lated." He argued for permits to be issued
three vacation rentals near her home. She with no regulations and at no cost.
also noted that there are already not
enough homes for people to buy and
claimed that people are getting kicked out
of apartments that are then rented for
$500 a night.
Her husband Mike Schmidt presented a
Laguna Lake is temporarily closed so
petition signed by fifty neighbors opposed that bentonite can be spread in the hopes
to short term rentals. He sympathized of plugging the leak which has cost the
that the police were tired of responding to city a loss of about 90,000 gallons of
complaints against vacation rentals and water per day for years.
asked that they modify existing ordiThe half million dollar Laguna Lake
nances and enforce them.
Porosity Reduction Project began Tuesday
In his absence Commissioner and is expected to be completed in about
Pendergraft asked that his letter listing his four weeks.

Laguna Lake
Shut Down

REGISTRATION
IS NOW OPEN!
• INDOOR & OUTDOOR LESSONS
• PRE-COMPETITIVE CLASSES
• WATER POLO SKILLS CLASSES
• PARENT & TOT LESSONS

REDUCING ATHLETES’ CONCUSSION RISK
Everyone, from young soccer players (MTBIs)/concussions than those wearto professional football players, is vul- ing custom-fit mouth guards. Previous
nerable to concussions. One way that research has speculated that mouth
parents can reduce their children’s risk guards can reduce concussion risk by
of experiencing a sports-related concus- helping absorb shock, stabilize the head
sion is to have them outfitted with cus- and neck, and limit movement caused
tom-made, properly fitted mouth by a direct hit to the jaw. Because cusguards that dentists provide.
tom-made mouth guards are more comAccording to a study of over 400 high fortable than over-the-counter versions,
school football players, those wearing athletes are more likely to wear them.
store-bought, over-the-counter mouth
We provide complete and affordable
guards were more than twice as likely to dental care and we can suggest the
suffer mild traumatic brain injuries mouth guard that is best for you.
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EDUCATION NEWS

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board meets
at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month
at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd.
714-870-2800 • See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net

March FJUHSD Board Meeting
NEXT BOARD MEETING April 5th, 2016.

REDISTRICTING:
FJUHSD had only one scheduled regular meeting for this month, but events
affecting the district are developing. The
issue that concerns most of us is the
FJUHSD board’s movement toward district representatives instead of the current
five at-large members on the school
board. This means that the school district
will be split 5 ways and registered voters
will be able to vote every four years for
one seat to represent their residential district. The proposed maps (including a
couple of creative examples) are located
on the district website at www.fjuhsd.org
under current news on the home page.
The first community comment session
will take place at the next FJUHSD Board

Update: Contract
Negotiations:

their best to find additional resources to
help your student during this crucial testing season.”
Good news, the initial mediation session went well enough to schedule another session on April 16th. This lapse of
time is due to the fact that the mediators
are busy with multiple school districts’
facing similar situations concerning labor
negotiations. If the first session of mediation had stayed at an impasse, mediation
would have ceased, so negotiations seem
to be moving towards a resolution.
PHOTO BY DORY FISHER

Despite the ongoing contract negotiations the majority of the district’s extraordinary high school teachers continue to
teach, support and prepare our children
for their end of the year assessments. All
seven principals issued the following message to all parents, “if your student is having trouble reviewing or getting academic
help due to a teacher’s lack of availability,
call the principal’s office and they will do

meeting on April 5th at 7:30 pm, and
there will be other meetings held at some
of the high schools. The idea is that a
neighborhood representative will be more
in tune with local community concerns.
The “free choice” policy that allows students living in the district to attend any of
the district schools should be protected.
District voters will have a greater civic
duty to make sure that local issues are
made known to their individual representative, and the representatives will still be
held accountable to maintain the overall
vitality of the school district. The students
the high schools serve are a mixture from
all areas of our community. Which seats
will be voted on in November has not yet
been determined.

DAR Good Citizen & History Awards
The Mojave Chapter Daughters of the
American Revolution awards were presented in a ceremony at the Fullerton
Public Library on March 19, with family,
friends and teachers present. The annual
event honors the winners of the American
History Essay Contest and recipients of
the Good Citizen Award. The competition is open to all fifth through eighth
grade students.
Mojave Chapter Regent Mrs. Ruth
Govorchin opened the ceremony. 65th
District Assemblywoman Young Kim and
Deputy DA Megan Wagner helped present the awards.
The topic of the American History
Essay Contest for 2015-2016 was “A
Colonial Family’s Reaction To The Stamp
Act”.
5th Grade: 1st-Tyler Choi, Fisler; 2ndSay Shah, Fisler; Honorable MentionCarson Kim, Fisler
6th Grade: (1st place tie) Grace Lee,
Fisler and Luke Park, Sunset Lane; 2ndAkshay Jayasinghe, Fisler; Honorable
Mention-Tara Kim, Fisler
8th Grade: 1st-Mackenzie Jespersen
also the District XII CSSDAR Winner, ;
2nd-Karen
Salvador;
Honorable

Mention-Joyesha Hudgins. All are from
Nicolas Jr. High
All the winners of the essay contest
received certificates from Mojave Chapter,
pens, desk flags, and monetary awards.
In addition the first place winners
received bronze history medals.
The DAR established the Good Citizen
Committee in 1934 to recognize a senior
from each high school who had demonstrated the qualities of dependability, leadership and patriotism. Good Citizen
Awardees are: Noelle Fisher, who also
won the Mark Ashcroft Memorial Good
Citizen Award; Makayla Allen; Sophia
Collier; Benjamin Garcia; Arley
Hernandez; Katherine Lahr; and Kyncee
Stine.
Refreshments were served following the
awards ceremony by Mrs. Virginia
Hughes, the Tea Chairman, and her hostesses.
The National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution is one of the country’s oldest and largest women’s organization with chapters throughout the US and
in a number of foreign countries. The
Mojave Chapter NSDAR was chartered
on March 19, 1925. Visit www.californiadar.org for more information.
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All the Arts
Auction XXII
by Caitlin Orr
The All the Arts for All the Kids
Foundation is gearing up for its Art
Auction XXII on Saturday, April 16th at
the Fullerton Museum Plaza. This year
promises patrons an evening of original
art pieces, live and silent auction items,
the 2016 Hearts, and delicious selections
of food and beverages.
Many local restaurants in the community come together every year to donate to
this event. So far this year’s list includes:
Stadium Tavern, Brownstone, Poison
Apple, Fratellino’s, D’Vine, Polly’s Pies,
Ziing’s, Revolucion, Bootleggers, Twisted
Vine. Additional restaurants are still signing up. The culinary arts classes at Ladera
Vista, Fullerton Union High School
Sonora, and Nicolas are getting involved
in the party this year, too.
Every year, artists from Fullerton and
beyond donate their work to this event.
Their artistry and generosity is truly
appreciated by the organization. All of
the proceeds from the event, from ticket
sales to opportunity baskets, from auction
items to hearts, help ensure that every
child in the Fullerton School District
receives an outstanding education in the
arts.
The funds raised from this evening
directly support All the Arts for all the
Kids programs such as the Instrumental
Music Program, the Children’s Art
Museum and Creativity Center, the Arts
Learning and Activities Bus, teacher
grants, and the Master Mosaic’s Club.
As you’re waiting for April 16th to
come….make sure to participate in the
Heart Walk around Fullerton. You can
visit all 11 of the artist-created hearts
being hosted in local stores and restaurants in the city and enter a raffle to win
two free tickets to the event.
The Foundation would like to thank all
of the 2016 Host a Heart locations for
helping make the Heart Project come to
life this year: Fullerton Museum Center,
Fullerton Photographics, Green Bliss
Cafe, Hippietiques, Les Amis Restaurant,
Lolo a Boutique, OHF Shop, Salon
Lujon, SHARE & Do Good, Twisted
Vine, and Vino Nostra.
The more people who come to the
event and the more people who go home
with art, hearts, and prizes, the more art
opportunities for our students in
Fullerton. It’s a win-win situation! Join
the All the Arts Foundation at their Art
Auction XXII this year and help support
arts education in Fullerton!
Tickets are on sale now at
www.allthearts.org

Above: A Heart by Jim Towler
Below: T-pots by Patrick S. Crabb
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by Emerson Little © 2016
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At Right:
Palm trees line the walkway
between the Department of
Visual Arts and Clayes
Performing Arts Center.
At Left:
Cal State Fullerton,
home to 38,948 students,
is located on State College
Boulevard, and bordered
on the south by Nutwood
Avenue and on the north
by Yorba Linda Boulevard,

Choosing Cal State Fullerton
In the past month, I’ve talked to my
counselor about college applications and
making the right choice. I’m sure many
high school juniors can relate. For students who are thinking about attending
college, I’ve decided to write about the
schools the city of Fullerton has to offer.
Last issue, I created a video for Fullerton
College, and this issue, I’m taking a look
at Cal State Fullerton (CSUF).
I have a personal connection to the
school as my parents met in the CSUF
library. But things have changed since that
time. Students at the university now have
access to online library databases, a recreation center, one of the largest cardio and
weight rooms on a west coast campus, and
much more. The Fullerton Arboretum
and 19th-century Heritage House are also
part of the school’s grounds.

Many well-known writers, artists,
celebrities, athletes, and others have come
from the school. Singer Gwen Stefani;
actor and director Kevin Costner;
Desperate Housewives creator Marc
Cherry; science-fiction authors K.W.
Jeter, Tim Powers, and James Blaylock,
and KNBC news reporter Vicki Vargas
have all been students at CSUF. Among
the famous people who taught at CSUF
are Blade Runner author Phillip K. Dick
and jazz musician Fred Katz, who also
wrote the score for the original film of
The Little Shop of Horrors. A scene from
the David Duchovny movie, Evolution,
was filmed in front of the Little Theater as
well.
Located on State College Boulevard,
bordered on the south by Nutwood
Avenue and on the north by Yorba Linda

Boulevard,
Cal
State
Fullerton has had a long history. Let’s start at the very
beginning, when Cal State
was first authorized by the
State Legislature in 1957.
According to the Cal State
Fullerton catalog, a site was
authorized in northeast Fullerton in 1958,
and was purchased in 1959. Dr. William
Langsdorf was selected as founding president and plans were made to open the college. In September 1959, classes started
with about 452 full/part-time students
attending. The college was using leased
quarters for its administrators on the
Fullerton High School campus and its
classrooms were at Sunny Hills High
School. In fall of the following year the
college was able to have classes on its own
campus and filled twelve temporary structures.
The six-story McCarthy Hall, which
was the first permanently established
building, was occupied in 1963 and
known at the time as the Letters and
Science Building. The school continued
to experience rapid growth as the student
population increased. The Performing
Arts Center was finished in 1964, the
Physical Education Building in 1965, the
Library in 1966, and the list goes on.
I do want to specifically mention the
Ruby Gerontology Center, which was
added in 1988, because it was the first
building to be paid for by the Fullerton
Marriott. This was the result of a joint
venture
involving
the
Marriott
Corporation, the City of Fullerton and
CSUF.
In 1992, an expansion was added to the
Titan Student Union and the Titan Sports
Complex, which introduced the baseball
field, track and tennis courts and 10,000
seat stadium. The University Library
added a new 4-story buiding in 1996
which was dedicated as the Paulina June
& George Pollak Library in 1998. Then,
in 2006, the Science Laboratory Center
was renamed and dedicated as Dan Black
Hall. An Eastside parking structure, a
building for university police and new
student housing have been added to
CSUF in the past few years.
The school has also gone through a
series of name changes throughout the
years. First, it was known as Orange
County State College, but then changed
to California State College in the summer
of 1964. In June 1972, it took on its current name California State University
Fullerton.
Today, according to http://www.fullerton.edu/, there are twenty-nine permanent buildings and eight colleges within
the university: Arts, Business and
Economics, Communications, Education,
Engineering and Computer Science,
Health and Human Development,
Humanities and Social Sciences, and
Natural Sciences and Mathematics.
The university is known for its Mihaylo
College of Business and Economics,
Communications department, and
Championship baseball program.
The CSUF website states that the

school is ranked “Number One in
California and fifth in the nation among
top universities awarding bachelor’s
degrees to Hispanics.” CSUF produces
more than $65 million per year in state
tax revenue and supports more than 8,700
jobs in the region.
According to the catalog, CSUF is one
of the most-energy efficient campuses in
the United States. Although I’ve already
written a previous column about the
Fullerton Arboretum, I just want to mention that the Arboretum Visitor Center,
and the Orange County Agricultural and
Nikkei Heritage Museum, the first environmentally-friendly building on campus,
were added to the university in the spring
of 2006.
The University of California and
California State University Energy
Efficiency Partnership have honored the
school three times for its reduced use of
natural resources during construction and
ongoing energy conservation efforts. In
fact, the Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) Green
Building Rating System gave a Gold rating to the Student Recreation Center, a
$40.6 million, two-story facility located
west of the Titan Gym. The Steven G.
Mihaylo Hall, which cost about $87.5
million, also received a LEED Silver level
rating.
There have been several recent controversies involving the school such as the
issue of college students using Troy High
School’s parking lot at the expense of Troy
students; the closing of Nutwood Avenue
for the proposed College Town development; and a potential faculty strike
involving all of the CSU campuses (see
article on front page).
In order to film my video, I parked at
the Arboretum and walked past the Sports
Complex to reach the main part of the
campus. It was an off-time, so there were
not many people around, making it easier
to film. I saw some students surveying for
a class and others taking notes by the visual arts building. Speaking of construction,
there was a blocked-off, hard-hat zone in
front of the Student Union building.
My video is accessible on my YouTube
page
at
the
following
link:
https://youtu.be/VKKW3h07hkA. If you
haven’t already, please subscribe to my
channel by clicking the subscribe button.
The easiest way to view my video is by visiting the Fullerton Observer website. Just
click on the front page of this issue, scroll
down to my column and click on the
above link.

Video Column Suggestions?
If readers have any suggestions about an
interesting event, or historic location in
Fullerton that would make a good video
and that I could cover in this column, just
email me at littleemerson1@gmail.com.

LOCAL SAFETY NEWS
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Fullerton CERT
Graduation by Jane Rands
Thirty-one Fullerton residents graduated from the Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) Academy on
March 19. Fullerton CERT provided the
training over three consecutive Saturdays
in March at the City Maintenance Yard at
Basque and Commonwealth.
The first session was taught by husband
and wife duo Michael and Sharon Fill.
Ms. Fill is a nurse with 46 years of experience and Mr. Fill is a retired Fullerton Fire
Captain with 35 years of service. Cpt. Fill
was the fifth responder and led the medical unit when a Metrolink passenger train
collided head-on with a Union Pacific
freight train in 2008. They provided firsthand accounts of their experiences when
teaching the Disaster Medical Operations
course.
Academy attendees learned how to
identify and treat three “killers,” airway
obstruction, excessive bleeding, and
shock. They also learned a process that
helps to direct limited resources to those
with life-threatening injuries first. CERT
triage separates victims into four categories, those needing immediate care,
those who need care that can be delayed,
those having minor injuries, and those
who are dead. For those needing care, the
class practiced some techniques used for
splinting and controlling bleeding.
The second session covering the topics
of Disaster Preparedness and Fire Safety
was taught by retired Fullerton Firefighter
and active Fullerton CERT member Bob
Leal. Mr. Leal discussed earthquake preparedness strategies such as strapping
water heater tanks and chimneys,
installing flexible gas lines to appliances,
securing heavy furniture that could fall in
an earthquake, and bolting and shearing
the cripple wall of older homes to their
foundation.
Mr. Leal demonstrated and attendees
tried their hand at turning off the gas at
the meter in case of a leak following a
quake and properly shutting down the
power at a circuit breaker box. Later in
the day the class practiced using a fire
extinguisher while wearing the proper
protective gear and working with a buddy
according to CERT standards.
The third session which included Light
Search and Rescue, Terrorism, and
Disaster Psychology was taught be Mr.
Leal and another Fullerton CERT trainer
Jacqueline Garivay. The class practiced
using a fulcrum and lever to lift and place
“cribbing” (a series of two parallel pieces
of lumber stacked perpendicular to the
lumber below) beneath a heavy object that
has fallen on top of a victim.

Recent Academy graduates and
Fullerton Fire in front of the
Urban Search and Rescue vehicle.
PHOTO COURTESY

FULLERTON CERT

In the afternoon the Fullerton Fire
Department brought the Urban Search
and Rescue vehicle “USAR1” and a hook
and ladder for the CERT academy to see
the tools used for medium to heavy search
and rescue. That morning the fire crew
had two successful rescues of mountain
bikers on the Fullerton Loop.
At the end of the last session, CERT
Academy members were graduated by Fire
Battalion Chief Stokes and Ms. Garivay.
Having completed the academy, the graduates are eligible to become active members of Fullerton CERT following a Live
Scan background check by Fullerton
Police. To remain active, CERT members
must also complete two online FEMA
classes and participate in ongoing training
and one Community outreach event each
year.
CERT members can be activated following an emergency “when response
resources are overwhelmed or delayed,” as
described in the CERT Basic Training
Manual. But not all CERT academy
graduates will choose to join Fullerton
CERT. Some people complete the academy to prepare for and to know what to do
in an emergency such as an earthquake or
fire.

CERT Classes
If you have an interest in learning more
about preparing for an emergency or
become a part of Fullerton CERT, go to
ci.fullerton.ca.us/gov/departments/fire/pu
blic_education/cert to register for the next
academy.

Jere Greene (at center) describes to the board of the Red Cross the successful efforts he and
others made to save the life of a heart attack victim at the Community Center.
The successful efforts were facilitated by Greene’s longtime association with the Red Cross,
knowledge of CPR, and presence of a defibrillator. PHOTO COURTESY OF RED CROSS

The Library Needs Defibrillator
The quick actions of Jere Greene,
Community
Center
Recreation
Coordinator Paul Dominguez, FAST
Swim School Director Christina Reese,
paramedics and firefighters Captain Jon
Fugitt, Dan Lancaster, Christopher Tran,
Gabriel Arias, and 911 dispatcher Tracey
Nolan helped save the life of a man experiencing a heart attack at the Fullerton
Community Center last month.
The rapid use of an Automatic External
Defibrillator or AED, trained staff, immediate CPR, and the rapid paramedic
response all formed a chain that saved the
life of a man who was not breathing.
March was Red Cross Month, and Jere
Greene was asked to describe the event to
a meeting of the Board for the Orange
County Red Cross. They were very happy
to hear what Red Cross training had
accomplished.

While speaking to Library Director
Maureen Gebelein, Greene found that the
library does not have an AED.
“The library has client demographics
that closely resemble those who attend the
Community Center,” said Greene, “and
while it doesn’t have a pool, basketball
court or a gym, the man who had the
heart attack at the Community Center
was sitting in a chair, playing cards.”
Both the Community Center and the
Library have facilities that are routinely
rented out to any number of organizations.
Greene is advocating that an AED be
purchased for the library. “While I know
that purchasing an AED is not inexpensive,” said Greene, “I wonder what the litigation for being unprepared would cost
the city in such an obvious situation?”

CPR and First Aid Certification Training Offered
Cal State Fullerton's Titan Recreation is
offering Red Cross CPR/AED (automated external defibrillator) and first aid
classes on Friday and Saturday, April 29
and 30 on the CSUF campus.
Community members are welcome to
join in the training and become certified.
All classes are offered in the Student
Recreation Center conference room at
800 N. State College Blvd., Fullerton,
92831.
Fees for the adult CPR/AED classes are
$48 for community members, $40 for

CSUF students and $44 for other
Recreation Center members. Class
descriptions and registration are available
online or at the Student Recreation
Center front desk.
Parking is $8 for the day MondaysFridays and free in most parking lots on
Saturdays. Details are available online.
•Friday, April 29, Noon-3pm: first aid
3:30-7pm: adult CPR/AED
•Saturday, April 30, Noon-5pm: adult,
child, infant CPR/AED
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My District
Voting Map
Proposal

5 District City Map
Shows district boundaries in solid black
(information on where current councilmembers live and major street
designations added by editor).
HARBOR

by Jeanette Vazquez
I have been a proud Fullertonian all
my life. I grew up in Fullerton and
attended Richman, Nicolas, and
Fullerton High School. I am currently
a teacher and became aware of the City
district mapping process after the
Fullerton School District recently went
through similar changes.
As an educator, I saw the school district mapping process as a great opportunity for parents to be more involved
in their children’s community schools.
During those meetings, I met many
parents who attempted to understand
the mapping process and the way that
the districts would ultimately affect
their families. I also learned a great
deal about both the state and federal
law that have guided this process in
producing a map that meets all of the
legal statutes.
After seeing the map that the
Fullerton School District officially
adopted, I felt that the final product
was equitable and fair to all of the residents within our community. Seeing
the success the school district had, I
hoped that the City would also come
up with a plan that would be inclusive
of community input and ultimately
strengthen neighborhood representation.
A few months ago, I started to
attend the Fullerton district mapping
meetings held by the City. I was
pleased to see a wide level of participation by the public, and I listened to
residents from throughout our city
speak about their neighborhoods.
Based on the first round of community hearings and many conversations
with neighbors, the idea of basing our
City map similar to the new school
district map arose. This made logical
sense and would minimize confusion
when it came to representation.
The map that I have submitted is my
best attempt at capturing the essence
of Fullerton, while making sure every
community has a seat at the table. My
proposal attempts to have the boundaries between districts to be only on
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main streets, while attempting to
ensure the lowest possible population deviation between districts. My
map also meets all of the legal criteria required by both state and federal law.
District 1 is what many people
refer to as the Sunny Hills
Neighborhood. Harbor serves as the
eastern border with Malvern making
up the border to the south.
District 2, or the Hillcrest
Neighborhood, keeps many of the
homes in the north hills together
and includes St. Jude Medical
Center.
District 3, which was inspired by
the school district map, combines
Cal State Fullerton, Fullerton
College, the University Streets, and
downtown to create a cohesive district that is unique from many of the
single family residential neighborhoods in the other four districts.
District 4 includes the Orange
Fair Mall, and the Maple, Richman,
and Woodcrest neighborhoods, giving this southern Fullerton community its own voice in the City.

EUCLID

District 5, encaptures the
Southwest Neighborhoods along the
Buena Park and Anaheim border,
and includes Fullerton Airport.

CHAPMAN

COMMONWEALTH

I believe my map gives every unique neighborhood
in Fullerton a definable district, a point of interest, and
an overall plan that makes logical sense to all residents
of our great City. I heard from Fullertonians from
throughout our town and took their thoughts into
account when developing this map and I invite you to
support the Public Submission Map 2 proposal at the
6:30pm, Tuesday, April 19th public hearing on this
matter at City Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth.

Bob Ward Nature Preserve was
Not a Gift from Chevron
The 72.7-acre property located at the edge of West
Coyote Hills and known as the Robert Ward Nature
Preserve was not a generous gift from Chevron as has
been widely believed by many. According to city
records half of the land was purchased by the city from
Chevron and FHD (Fullerton Hills Development, a
company set up by Chevron Land Development and its
selected developer the William Lyon Co).
The city paid $439,875 ($24,851 per acre) for 17.7
acres from 1979 to 1981. Another 17 acres (at $23,529
per acre) were traded to the city by Chevron/FHD in
lieu of $400,000 in park fees for its 300-acre previous
development.
The remaining acres were deeded to the city after the
city informed Chevron that it intended to acquire the
property in the public interest by purchase or eminent
domain. In 1983 Chevron agreed to convey the 36.678
acres at no charge in return for continued ownership
and use of the three oil wells within the park site. The
only actual gift from Chevron to the city was a 1.322acre oil well property given in 1993. (More on page 5)
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by Angela Hatcher

Private Lives at Stage Door Repertory
Ah, the Thirties… Batman and
Superman first showed up in comic
books, Art Deco hit its peak, The Wizard
of Oz unveiled its face for the very first
time, and while all that seems like ancient
history, Noel Coward’s 1930’s Private
Lives is a comedy that - even today - feels
fresh, new, delightful, and laughably
funny.
Directed flawlessly by Nick Charles and
Assistant Director Mark Rosier, the play
by one of the best teller of tales, is an
extremely well-paced production with a
sparkling ensemble. Coward’s romantic
and sophisticated stylized British play
requires razor sharp delivery and a relatively combustible chemistry between the
cast members; SDRT’s dazzling quartet
gives a solid performance right out of the
gate and keeps the audience begging for
more.
It is a beautiful summer evening in a
glamorous French seaside hotel. Divorced
couple, Elyot (Ryan Paregien) and
Amanda (Tiffany Berg) ironically meet on
their adjoining terraces as each is spending
the first night of their honeymoon there
with their new partners. In spite of their
quandary, sexual tension strikes with
lightning bolt force, and the game is on.
Berg is one of those smart and strikingly beautiful women who is marvelous with

physical comedy and willing to do whatever it takes to find the heart and soul of
her character – no matter how outrageously ridiculous it is, and she portrays
the exuberant madcap Amanda with
finesse, charm, a real sense of high society,
and just plain fun. The charismatic
Paregien portrays the non-stop charmer
Elyot, who is completely devoid of commitments and responsibilities, with a
quick and cutting wit that never wanes
throughout the play.
They smoke, they drink, they are obviously part of the upper class, and yet they
have private lives. Amanda says, “I’ve been
brought up to believe that it’s beyond the
pale for a man to strike a woman.” “A very
poor tradition; certain women should be
struck regularly, like gongs.” Elyot shoots
back. A little Burton and Taylor or War of
the Roses-ish, perhaps?
Fiery tempers exploding, unbridled
intimacy, uncontrolled passion, jealousy
and hate, and, honestly, there is just nothing quite like viewing the seditious genius
of Coward’s scandalous wit.
Shane Cervantes takes on the role of
Victor Prynne, Amanda’s new husband,
and from his well-groomed mustache to
his prim and proper mannerisms, it’s easy
to see that he is completely ill-suited for
Amanda. Brittany Layne Wilson is Elyot’s

ART

Fullerton High School
District Art Show
Awards Presentation

Holding the Sun by Bumjoon Lee

MUCKENTHALER
1201 W. Malvern, Fullerton
714-738-6595 www.themuck.org
•Thursday, April 14, 6:30pm8:30pm: Opening Reception for
SOUTH
KOREAN
ARTIST
BUMJOON LEE exhibit in the main
gallery. The artist uses a unique technique
of scratching surreal to commonplace
images into the surfaces of stainless steel
sheets. Free. Exhibit is up thru June 12.

The 30th annual Fullerton Joint Union
High School District Education
Foundation Art Show Awards presentation takes place at 6:30pm on April 5 at
the District Education Center board
room, 1051 W. Bastanchury Road,
Fullerton. The exhibit is open to the public from 8am to 5pm thru April 5. The
exhibit is organized by Fullerton High
Principal Rani Goyal and juried by CSUF
professors Joanna Roche and Hiromi
Takizawa.

FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER
301 N. Pomona Ave, (E. Wilshire)
Downtown Fullerton
714-738-6545

PLASTICS UNWRAPPED shares
what life was like before plastics, how they
are made, and what happens after they are
thrown away. The exhibit runs through
Sunday, May 1, 2016.

Shane Cervantes as Victor Prynne, Ryan Paregien as Elyot Chase, Tiffany Berg as Amanda
Prynne, Brittany Layne Wilson as Sybil Chase in Private Lives. PHOTO BY NICK CHARLES
young bride, Sybil, who is almost as much
of a “follow-the-rules” kind of gal as is
Victor; however, young Sybil is full of life,
and she feels threatened by Elyot’s ex-wife
(rightfully so, it seems!). Grace Teddy
makes a cameo as the French maid,
Louise, and one gets the feeling that she’s
been there, done that, and seen it all.
Nothing surprises Louise. The fight scene
is akin to a well choreographed dance and
it pulsates to the beat with every turn,
captures the rhythm of the moment, and
lands one of the most outlandishly eyepopping scenes in the play.

TROY HIGH SCHOOL
THOMAS MOORE AUDITORIUM

2200 E. Dorothy Lane, Fullerton
Tickets: $5 at the door
•THE PRINCE an original 2-act play
by Michael Noor performs Wed. &
Thurs., April 6th & 7th at 7:30pm. The
production is written, produced, directed
and performed by students as an IB CAS
project. The public is invited to attend.

CLAYES PERFORMING
ARTS CENTER
Cal State University Fullerton
800 N. State College, Fullerton
Tickets: 657-278-3371
www.arts.fullerton.edu
•INTO THE WOODS music and
lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, book by
James Lapine, directed by Eve
Himmelheber, musical direction Mitchell
Hanlon opens at the CSUF Little Theatre
on April 8 and plays through April 24.
•DON’T DRESS FOR DINNER by
Marc Camoletti, adapted by Robin
Hawdon, directed by Mark Ramont
opens April 22 in the Young Theater and
plays thru May 8.
•SPRING DANCE THEATRE coordinated by Gladys Kares performs in the
Little theater May 5 thru May 15.

SDRT’s Private Lives balances the play’s
sophisticated humor with the larger-thanlife characters and the romantic fireworks
perfectly. For a couple of hours of comic
bliss, this is it.

STAGE DOOR
REPERTORY THEATRE
1045 N Armando St, Suite B
Anaheim, CA 92806.
Tickets: 714 630.7378
www.stagedoorrep.org
•PRIVATE LIVES runs through
April 17, 2016.

STAGES THEATER
400 E. Commonwealth, Fullerton
Tickets: 714-525-4484
www.stagesoc.org
•UNEXPECTED SONG conceived,
arranged and directed by Robert Tully
opens April 22 and plays thru May 22.
What happens when you take a classic
Broadway tune and give it a twist?
•MISSED CONNECTIONS conceived by Jill Johnson plays April 24 at
6pm.
•DOG SEES GOD by Bert V. Royal,
directed by David Campos. An unauthorized and unapproved parody features
Charles Schulz’ Peanuts comic strip characters as high school students.

MAVERICK THEATER
110 E Walnut Ave, Fullerton
Tickets: 714-526-7070
www.mavericktheater.com
•THE TOXIC AVENGER by Joe
DiPietro, music by David Bryan, directed
by Anthony Galleran plays thru May 7. A
charming but toxic love story and laughout-loud musical features a storyline
where Melvin Ferd the Third wants to
clean up Tromaville, the most polluted
town in New Jersey. Set to a wailin’ rock
score this comical musical has something
for everyone to enjoy.
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SUN, APRIL 3
•2pm: Laundry to Landscape Laura
Allen from Greywater Action will show
how to install a greywater system in your
home. No registration necessary. Free at
the La Habra Library, 221 E. La Habra
Blvd., La Habra. 714-526-7728
TUES, APRIL 5
•5:30pm: Reviewing the Interview a
free workshop on job search interview tips
and mock interviews at Osborne
Auditorium, Fullerton Public Library,
353 W. Commonwealth. 714-738-6326
•6:30pm: City Council Meeting at
Fullerton
City
Hall,
303 W.
Commonwealth. Agenda online at
www.cityoffullerton.com
•6:30pm: Family Storytime & Zumba
Enjoy books, songs, and finger plays for
pre-school age children, siblings, and parents. Parents can stay or join the audit
Zumba class. Free at the La Habra
Library, 221 E. La Habra Blvd., La Habra.
714-526-7728
WED, APRIL 6
•8am-1pm:
Every
Wednesday
Farmers Market at Independence Park
(next to the DMV between Euclid and
Highland) in Fullerton. Fresh produce,
flowers, plants, and more. Easy parking.
Open rain or shine every Wednesday.
•6pm: Free Independent Film Series
at Fullerton Public Library Osborne
Auditorium presents “Words & Pictures”
(2014, PG-13. 353 W. Commonwealth.
714-738-6327
•6pm: Soon-Young Yoon UN representative of the International Alliance of
Women, VP of the Conference of NGOs,
will speak. Laguna Woods Club House 3,
25002 Moulton Parkway, Laguna Woods.
RSVP online to Anita Coleman
<charis.coleman@gmail.com>.
www.hopeinlifefoundation.org
THURS, APRIL 7
•4pm-8:30pm: Downtown Market &
Beer Garden Opening Day at the downtown museum plaza, on E. Wilshire &
Pomona. Fresh produce, beer garden,
entertainment by live band Kid Ramos &
Friends, kids activities, food & craft vendors. Easy parking. Free admission.
•7:30pm: Muckenthaler Speakeasy
Fundraiser at Muckenthaler Cultural
Center, 1201 W. Malvern, Fullerton, features a swinging soirée with live jazz, historic cars, cocktails, and more. Tickets are
$25. www.themuck.org or 714-738-6595
THURS & FRI, APRIL 7 & 8
•7:30pm: 7th Annual French Film
Festival at Fullerton College Campus
Theatre. Thurs, April 7, Le Chef/Comme
un Chef (come early for treats from
French restaurants; Fri, April 8, Fanny.
$6.50/general; $4.50/kids 12 and under;
$2/high school students with ID. Always
fun. Don’t miss it!
FRI, APRIL 8
•6pm-10pm: First Friday Downtown
ArtWalk features numerous venues showing art within easy walking distance from
each other in downtown Fullerton.
www.fullertonartwalk.com

CALENDAR EVENTS
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JAZZ PIANIST VIJAY IYER &
TRUMPETER WADADA LEO SMITH,
8pm-10pm SAT, April 16
Grammy-nominated composer-pianist
Vijay Iyer and trumpeter and multi-instrumentalist, composer Wadada Leo Smith perform at Meng Concert Hall at the Clayes
Performing Arts Center, Cal State Fullerton,
800 N. State College. Parking on weekends is
free. Tickets are $15 and are available at 657278-3371 or online at https://www.fullerton.edu/arts/music/20152016%20events/apr2016.html#vijay
SAT, APRIL 9
•9am-11am: Nature Walk in West
Coyote Hills led by naturalists. Meet at
the Laguna Lake Equestrian Center on
Lakeview Drive, off of Euclid in north
Fullerton. Bring water to drink and wear
comfortable shoes. Go to www.coyotehills.org for more information. Free
•10am-3pm: 14th Annual Faces of
Fullerton at the Downtown Fullerton
Plaza, (next to the Museum Center) on E.
Wilshire. Free family event with interactive activities, food and entertainment.
Call 657-888-3855 about available activity booth rental spaces. An optional 5k
walk to the Plaza begins at Richmond
Park, 731 S. Highland at 8:30am. The
first 200 participants get free T-shirts.
Free admission.
•2pm: Landscaping in a Drought
Stephanie Sherman from Terrain
Integration will share ideas of what plants
will thrive in our environment. Free at the
La Habra Library, 221 E. La Habra Blvd.,
La Habra. 714-526-7728
•5:30pm: Fullerton College Night at
Angel Stadium a fundraiser for the Chris
Lamm & Toni DuBois Walker Memorial
Food Bank at Fullerton College which
provides critical support to students in
need. Guests will receive a limited edition
Fullerton College-Angels baseball cap and
enjoy pre-game activities in addition to
the game against the Texas Rangers and
post-game fireworks. The first pitch
thrown by new president Greg Schulz will
be about 5:30pm. $25 online at
www.angels.com/fullcoll .
•7pm-9pm: Made in California art
exhibit at Brea Art Gallery, Brea Civic
Center, 1 Civic Center Circle, Brea features a reception of live music, refreshments and chance to meet the artists. Free
SUN, APRIL 10
•2pm-4:30pm: Ebell Club Cherry
Blossom Tea fundraiser will be held at the
Spring Field Banquet Hall, 501 N.
Harbor, Fullerton. Finger sandwiches, tea
and scones will delight members and
guests. Singer Terry Como will entertain
with a medley of songs. Proceeds support
the Club’s philanthropic programs.
Donations are tax deductible. $25/adults;
$17/children under 10. Reservations to
Ms. Gallant at 714-871-3374 by April 6.
•2:30pm: Chris Elliott at the
Wurlitzer & Silent Comedies Plummer
Auditorium, 201 E Chapman at Lemon,
Fullerton. $15 (kids under 12 Free).
www.octos.org or call 714-670-2813

www.fullertonarboretum.org • 1900 Associated Road, Fullerton

MON, APRIL 11
•5:30pm: Reporter Saul Gonzalez
f ”The Search for the Story: An
Interviewer’s Field Guide” at Titan
Student Union, CSUF. 800 N. State
College Blvd. Emmy-winning reporter
and producer for PBS and KCRW has
reported internationally and in the US on
topics including human rights, affordable
housing and transgender issues. Named
Radio Journalist of the Year by the LA
Press Club. Free. Parking $2
•7pm-8:30pm: Live Art Demo by
Rene Cardona (artist who created the
murals on the side of the county office on
Amerige in downtown Fullerton). Rene
will demonstrate the relationship between
music and the stroke of the paintbrush.
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free
TUES, APRIL 12
•12:30pm: Using Marine Sediments
to Understand Climate Change lecture
by CSUF assistant professor of geological
sciences Joe Carlin at Ruby Gerontology
Center Mackey Auditorium, 800 N State
College Blvd, Fullerton. Free OLLI event.
•7pm-9pm: Analyzing Elections with
Robert Kline lecture by Chapman
University professor and former 20th
Centry Fox executive VP who produced
Oliver Stone’s Heaven and Earth explores
the presidental candidates and the decisions facing our next president.
Conference Center Community Room,
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free. 714-738-6333.
WED, APRIL 13
•8am-1pm:
Every
Wednesday
Farmers Market at Independence Park
(See Wed, April 6 listing)
THURS, APRIL 14
•6pm-7:15pm: Active Intruder
Awareness Training free community
event held at the Fullerton Community
Center, 340 W. Commonwealth, across
from city hall, features Police Cheif
Hughes and his staff on violent intruder
events; mitigating your risk in the workplace or at school; response strategies to
enhance your safety and those around
you; panel discussion and Q&A,
•6:30pm: South Korean Artist
Bumjoon Lee exhibit reception at
Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 1201 W.
Malvern, Fullerton. The artist uses a
unique technique of scratching images
into the surfaces of stainless steel sheets.
Free. www.themuck.org or 714-738-6595

SAT, APRIL 16
•11am-4pm: 7th Annual Mardi Gras
for Autism Carnival event held at the
Fullerton Train Depot parking lot behind
Bourbon Street Bar & Grill, 110 E.
Commonwealth, Fullerton. Free admission with performances, food booths, and
activities for people of all abilities.
Proceeds support special education programs in the local school district. More
information at www.fullertoncares.com
•2pm-3pm: Animation Visionaries
Arlene Klasky (Rugrats:) and Jim Jinkins
(“Doug”), Nickelodeon pioneer Vanessa
Coffey and others participate in a
“Creators’ Talk” panel discussion and
Q&A. Meng Concert Hall, CSUF, 800
N, State College Blvd., Fullerton. Open
to the public. Also opens the “Happy
Happy Joy Joy: Art and Artifacts from 25
Years of Creator-Driven Cartoons” exhibit at Begovich Gallery on campus which
runs through May 22 (4-8pm).
•8pm-10pm: Vijay Iyer & Wadada
Leo Smith at CSUF See item at top of
page for complete details.
SAT & SUN, APRIL 16 & 17
•10am-4pm: GreenScene Plant &
Garden Expo at the Fullerton
Arboretum, 1900 Associated Road, at the
edge of the CSUF campus features unique
plants for your garden, handcrafted garden pottery, demonstrations, art exhibit.
$8. www.fullertonarboretum.org
MON, APRIL 18
•11am-noon: Baby Lapsit Storytime
for ages up to 3 years old. Stories, songs &
nursery rhymes No registration necessary.
Free at the La Habra Library, 221 E. La
Habra Blvd., La Habra. 714-526-7728
•7:30pm: Laguna Flutes Perform classical music favorites at Fullerton First
United Methodist Church, 114 N.
Pomona (at Commonwealth). The 24member ensemble, ranging from tiny piccolos to large alto and bass flutes is directed by Pacific Symphony’s principal
Cynthia Ellis. Tickets include a post-concert dessert reception with the artists.
$20/adults; $10/students. More info at
www.northocconcerts.org
TUES, APRIL 19
•6:30pm: City Council Meeting
Public Hearing on District Vote Maps;
Fireworks Lottery Drawing; West Coyote
Hills Update; Short-term Vacation Rental
Zoning amendment; Valencia Park
Sprayground; Replace sewer mains and
reconstruct residential streets near
Lawrence, Patterson and Truslow avenues.
•7pm-8:30pm: OLLI Musicians
Talent Showcase at Fullerton Public
Library, 353 W. Commonwealth will feature three musical groups comprised of
retired musicians and singers performing
Broadway, swing, and jazz classics by the
30 member Voce di Oro directed by
Marge Osborn; the 23-piece band
Curtain Call directed by James Hartford;
and the 18-musician All That Jazz directed by Corrine Griffith. 714-738-6326
WED, APRIL 20
•8am-1pm:
Every
Wednesday
Farmers Market at Independence Park
(See Wed, April 6 listing)

TRIBUTES

Page 16 FULLERTON OBSERVER

EARLY APRIL

2016

Frances Hearne

Del Norte Garden Club Honors
Founder Virginia Carlson (1923 - 2015)

There’s a very special garden
Where the roses of memory grow
Nurtured by the kindness
And concern that good friends show.
The roots are cherished memories
Of good times in the past
The flower’s tender promises
That souls endure and last.
It’s a place of peace and beauty
Where new blooms each season start
It’s memory’s lovely garden
You’ll always be in our heart

The Del Norte Garden Club was
founded in 1977 by Virginia Carlson
and 14 other women. Virginia was a
Master Gardener and also a member
of the Orange County Rose Society
with over 140 roses in her garden.
She was a floral arts judge and created the standards for judging. She was
a certified horticulture teacher for
adult education classes and a founding member of the Fullerton
Arboretum. She wrote articles for the
National Garden Club and was Del
Norte’s newsletter editor for 30 years.
Also, Virginia was California Garden

Club Inc. Woman of the Year – 1993
and Del Norte Club President for
two separate terms. These are only a
few of her many contributions.
As a 38-year member of the Del
Norte Garden Club, Virginia had not
only grown roses during her membership, but also many friendships.
On March 10, 2016, the Del
Norte Garden Club planted 4 special
rose bushes, a Julia Child, Brandy, St.
Patrick and a Neil Diamond all in
Virginia’s honor at the Placentia,
California Post Office Rose Garden.

BEN H. BAGDIKIAN
Ben H. Bagdikian, 96, a noted media critic and
former dean of the Graduate School of Journalism
at UC Berkeley, died March 11 at home.
Mr. Bagdikian served in nearly every capacity in
journalism, from foreign correspondent to newspaper executive, educator and media critic. He
became a friend of the Fullerton Observer through a
family connection with reporter Jack Harloe.
He had a major role in the publication of the
Pentagon Papers, a top-secret series of documents
that outlined America’s strategy and involvement in
the war in Vietnam. The publication of the papers,
which Mr. Bagdikian obtained from Daniel
Ellsberg, a former Defense Department official,
created a sensation and helped turn public opinion
against the war. In 1963 he became a contributing
editor at the Saturday Evening Post, led a Rand Corp
study on mass media and became assistant managing editor at the Washington Post. In 1977 he
became a professor of journalism at UC Berkeley
and dean of the Graduate School of Journalism in

Ben Bagdikian with Observer founder Ralph Kennedy and reporter Jack Harloe.
1985. An author of six books, Mr. Viacom and Bertelsmann. Among
Bagdikian wrote “The New Media numerous awards he earned a
Monopoly” an 2004 expose on the Pulitzer, a Guggenheim, and a
decline of reporting due to ownership Peabody. Remembered as a kind and
of most media outlets by the five con- gentle man, he is survived by his third
glomerates, Time Warner, Walt wife Marlene and his son Eric. His
Disney Co., Murdoch’s News Corp, son Christopher died in 2015.

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS WELCOME YOU

Orangethorpe
Christian
Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor
Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE
FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

Frances
Hearne
passed away peacefully
on March 26, 2016. She
was a loving wife, mother, grandmother and
friend. She was loved by
all who knew her. She
will be missed. A
Funeral Mass will be
10am Monday April 11
at St. Juliana’s Falconeri
Church, Fullerton with private burial to follow.
Fran was born Jan 3, 1925 in Brooklyn NY. She
grew up in a coldwater flat in the section of
Brooklyn “where a tree grows”. After high school,
she put herself through night school to become a
secretary.. She had a successful career as an executive secretary for an advertising agency in
Manhattan. She told stories of ice skating in
Central Park with her sister Grace. On vacation in
Cape Cod in 1956 she met her future husband,
Julian Hearne, a Hughes Aircraft Engineer. They
were married in 1957 and moved to Fullerton in
1958. She worked as a secretary for Douglas
Aircraft Company in El Segundo before she
became a stay at home mom to raise her 3 children.
After her children were grown she returned to
work, first as the head of the advertising department of the Fullerton News Tribune, then as a secretary on a top secret navy project for a military
contractor. As an active member of St. Juliana’s
Church her volunteer work included serving school lunches where she became
know as the “Hot Dog Lady”. With the
Church’s Italian Catholic Federation she
published the successful fund raising “St.
Juliana’s Italian Cook Book”.
Later in life Fran discovered quilting.
She loved it. She made over 80 quilts for
her friends and family. Fran is survived by
her husband, Julian, her three children:
Stephen (a college professor), Kevin (a
business owner) and Susan (an Attorney)
and her 6 grandsons: TJ, Alexander,
Jaimeson, Preston, Cooper, and Anthony.
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Judy Berg with
her winning
entry in the
competition to
select a new name
for the former
Food
Distribution
Center.
The HUB is
open and now
includes nutrition
classes and career
counseling as
well as food
distribution to
those in need.
Contact
the center at
714-680-3691

Judy Berg Wins Pathways of Hope’s
New Name Competition
Pathways of Hope celebrated the Grand
Opening of its resource center and
announced the center’s new name on
Saturday, March 19th. The building at
611 S. Ford Ave. in Fullerton, formerly
known as The Food Distribution Center
or The Center, was christened H.U.B. of
Hope.
Pathways wanted to give the resource
center a new name to reflect the expansion of available services, so the organization invited members of the community
to submit their best ideas. Pathways
received over 60 submissions, and the
winner was chosen by the board. The winning name, H.U.B. of Hope, was submitted by Fullerton resident Judy Berg, who
was honored at the opening.
For over forty years, Pathways of Hope
has been providing emergency food for
those in need in our community. Last
year, Pathways’ food distribution program
served over 5,500 individuals by providing over 37,000 meals. In response to the
needs of the community, Pathways’
resource center has adopted new service
methods and has begun offering additional resources to clients, such as nutrition
classes and career counseling.
“Over the course of the last year,
Pathways of Hope has made several strategic changes to our food program. For
example, instead of distributing standard-

ized bags of food, we have adopted a
Client Choice Model, where our clients
get to select the food items that best fit
their families’ needs,” said Eric Azariah,
Chairman of Pathways of Hope’s board.
Over one hundred people attended the
event, hosted at the center. Students from
Cal State Fullerton served cotton candy
and hosted an array of games and crafts
for children. Fullerton organizations like
CareerWise and Champions for Change
shared information about their services.
Pathways ran a lemonade stand, hosted
games, and provided snacks for attendees.
Assemblywoman Young Kim and former Assemblywoman, Fullerton Mayor
and current Richman Elementary teacher
Sharon Quirk-Silva attended and spoke at
the event.
Judy Berg shared the inspiration
behind her winning submission.
“The word ‘center’ immediately brings
to mind ‘hub,’” Judy said, “And I thought,
‘hub’ is fine, but it should stand for something.” She thought about the work that
Pathways does in the community and
came up with the acronym: “Helping,
Understanding, Believing.”
For more information call Pathways at
(714) 680-3691; email info@pathwaysofhope.us or visit the website at
www.pathwaysofhope.us

Local Resources for Homeless
HOT MEALS
Mondays:
•6pm-6:30pm:
Orangethorpe
Christian
Church,
2200
W.
Orangethorpe Ave., Fullerton.
Tuesdays:
•6pm-6:30pm: First Lutheran
Church, 215 N. Lemon, Fullerton
•7pm: Church Collaboration,
Fullerton Train Station parking lot.
Wednesdays:
•Wed, 6pm-6:30pm: First Christian
Church, 115 E. Wilshire, Fullerton
Thursdays:
•Thurs. 6pm: Placentia Presbyterian
Church, 849 N. Bradford, Placentia
Fridays:
•Fri, 6pm-6:30pm: St. Andrews
Episcopal Church, 1231 E. Chapman,
Fullerton.
Saturdays:
•Sat. 8:30am-12:30pm: St Angela
Merici Catholic Church, 585 S.
Walnut St., Brea
Saturday (1st of month):
•8am:
Orangethorpe
United
Methodist Church, 2351 W.
Orangethorpe, Fullerton
Saturday (3rd of month):
•9am-11am: Calvary Chapel, 2311
E. Chapman, Fullerton

Saturday (1st & 3rd):
•7am-9am: Fullerton First United
Methodist, 114 N. Pomona Ave.,
Fullerton
Saturday (4th of month):
•7:30am-9:30am: First Presbyterian
Church, 838 N. Euclid, Fullerton
Sundays:
•2:30pm-3:30pm: Saint Justin
Martyr Church, 2050 W. Ball Road,
Anaheim
Emergency Food:
•Emergency Food & Homeless
Prevention: Vineyard Church, 5340 E.
La Palma Ave., Anaheim. 714-7774777
•Hub of Hope: 611 S. Ford Ave.,
Fullerton. For more information call
Pathways of Hope at (714) 680-3691;
email info@pathwaysofhope.us or visit
the website at www.pathwaysofhope.us
Help Line:
•2-1-1 or www.211oc.org: By dialing
2-1-1 you reach a free 24-hour info and
referral helpline link to local health and
human service programs in Orange
County California.
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David Iuli Competes in 2016 Army Trials

Fullerton resident and
retired veteran SFC David
Iuli, of Fullerton. SFC Iuli
competed at the 2016 Army
Trials on March 6th-10th at
Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas.
Over his 26-year career in
the military, Iuli was diagnosed
with
PTSD,
Cardiomyopathy, and multiple knee and ankle injuries
during his deployments.
The Warrior Transition Command
aided in Iuli’s recovery and inspired him
to compete in athletics to cope during his
transitioning period into retirement. This
recovery has given Iuli the opportunity to
compete in shot put, discus, archery, basketball, and volleyball during this year’s

Army Trials.
About 125 wounded, ill
and injured active-duty
Soldiers and Army Veterans
from across the country will
compete in the Army Trials
for the opportunity to represent Team Army at the
2016 DoD Warrior Games,
14 - 22 June, at the U.S.
Military Academy, West
Point, New York.
Throughout the week of competition,
wounded warriors will compete in
archery, cycling, track and field, shooting,
sitting volleyball, swimming and wheelchair basketball. Army Trials showcase the
resilient spirit of wounded, ill and injured
Soldiers and Veterans.

New Commander’s Club Members
At the March meeting, Commander
Marilyn Harris and Adjutant Ed Paul welcomed Bill and Carolyn Gillespie into the
Fullerton American Legion Post 142
Commander’s Club. The club includes
individuals and companies that pledge to
provide financial support for the Post’s
community activities. Established in
2002 following the guidance of Post
Member Bill McGarvey, Jr., who established the principles that have made it
such a success, the Post supports the
Fullerton Veteran’s Day Parade, where
over seven hundred JROTC cadets and
130 veterans participate; Girl’s State, Boy’s
State, the Youth Environmental
Leadership Conference, academic and
JROTC scholarships and a Memorial Day
Ceremony at Loma Vista Cemetery.
Fullerton does not have the traditional
American Legion physical post where
restaurant, bar and hall rentals provide an
income stream. It meets monthly at the
Sizzler Restaurant. Because of the unique

Bill and Carolyn Gillespie are new Fullerton
American Legion Post 142 Commander’s
Club members. PHOTO MIKE BOX

Commander’s Club support, Post 142 is
one of the most active American Legion
posts in California in supporting community and youth programs.

COLUMNS & OPINIONS

Page 18 OBSERVER
PASSION FOR JUSTICE

by Synthia Tran © 2016

My New Life in The U.S.
A pleasant flight brought us from
Singapore to the transitional camp in San
Francisco. It was May 27, 1981. The
Vietnamese bus driver who took us from
the airport to the camp told us that he
learned English by listening to the radio
every day driving his bus, and that we
should try the same, learning by listening.
At this final camp, we had our health
checked again. I was summoned to the
office to take a phone call from our older
brother checking to make sure we arrived
safely. I was touched to hear his voice
after six long years! Our two brothers had
motivated us to escape. Without them
here, we might have remained behind and
would probably be dead by now.
The first dinner we ate in the U.S. was
served at 6pm and was delicious. We
thanked the elderly volunteer who served
us and with a kind and beautiful smile she
said “You are very welcome!”
The next day, we were bused to the airport to catch flights to our destinations.
As we arrived at LAX, we were greeted by
our older brother, his family, and our
younger brother. Our brothers barely recognized us with our modest clothing and
skin darkened from the sunny island
refugee camp. At least I had new slippers.
My brother took a day off from work,
took us to the Social Security office to
apply for a Social Security card, and then
brought us a stack of bus schedules and
maps. We spread the maps out on the
floor and highlighted the routes we need
to go to ESL (English as a second language) class. At first we walked to our
class at the nearby Placentia Presbyterian
Church, but later we took the bus to our
ESL classes at Santa Ana College.
We took two sessions - one in the morning and one in the afternoon. We brought
lunch, ate, and waited for the afternoon
class. We took three different buses, paid
for one and asked for transfer ticket twice
on each way to school and back. One day,
we forgot our lunch at a bus stop and realized it a while later. We immediately got
off the bus, ran back to that bus stop – we
ran through wet grass at the Anaheim
park, recovered our lunch and waited for
the next bus. We were lucky to make it to
our class on time. Years later, when we
talked about it, we thought we were very
silly to run back, but we probably had no

choice because we had no money to buy a
replacement lunch.
In the morning, we walked a half mile
from our home to the bus stop. Once we
saw an elderly couple who were there
before us, but they walked away as we
approached them. They probably couldn’t stand us talking in our native language.
Another time while we were waiting for
the transfer bus, people driving by threw
water at us, and some dogs barked at us.
We felt the pain of being new and poor.
Even though our family member sponsored us, we still went through a religious
organization: Church World Services.
We went to the office to fill out some
paperwork, and they gave us $200 each as
a welcome gift. That was a generous present at the time because the cost of a onebedroom apartment was only $295.
We were required to be scanned for
tuberculosis in the hospital at the corner
of Harbor and Palm Street in Garden
Grove. The doctor gave us two choices:
Take a Chest X-Ray once a year for three
years, or take preventive medication for
three months.
We heard from our friends that the
medication would make us feel terribly
sick, so we chose the chest X-Ray option.
However, the interpreter told us that the
doctor said we had to take medication.
Huh? I got very angry and said to him in
Vietnamese “The doctor said we have
choices, why did you tell us we don’t?” He
couldn’t answer me, so I told the doctor
we wanted to take chest X-Ray.
Living with my brother and his family,
I learned how to use coupons and how to
buy things on sale. We learned the
American way of honest business dealings
where the on-sale and full-price merchandise was exactly the same unlike in
Vietnam at the time. On a visit I bought
some good soap bars on sale to send home
to the US, but the clerk swapped them for
the cheap stuff while packaging it.
One day, there was a knock at the door,
I looked through the peephole and saw a
man, who I found out later was one of the
neighbors. I immediately ran to find my
brother and announced to him, “There is
an American man at the door!” My
brother was amused, “Nobody here is not
American.” Until this day, remembering
that conversation still makes me smile.

Kids Rule! by Francine Vudoti © 2016
A NEW BEGINNING
Time flies so fast. It's already Spring. It
reminds me of green leaves showing up
again on the trees and flowers blooming a new beginning. Last week, Christians
like me celebrated a new beginning, too.
It is called Easter. It is the time when we
remember the start of a new life in the
church which was when Jesus rose from
the dead, redeemed us from our sins and
invited us to live a life filled with love.
When I was younger, Easter made me
think of bunnies and egg hunts. But as I
grow older, the meaning of Easter has
become even more special. It is a time
when we make the sacrifice to give up
something that we like and give alms to
the poor to prepare for Easter.
This year, I celebrated Easter in a special
way because I saw my dad receive first
holy communion and confirmation. I
had my first communion last year at 8
years old so it is quite late for my dad to
be doing his first communion but I think
it doesn’t matter. I am just happy that we
both can receive communion on Sundays

now. Mom said that not everyone is
Catholic so people might not know what
I am saying. Maybe I should just say that
first communion and confirmation are
two of the seven sacraments or blessings
that a Catholic receives to help him/her be
a better person and a good Christian.
FUN FACT: Did you know that Easter
and NOT Christmas is the most important holiday among Christians?
According to History.com, Easter is
Christianity’s most important holiday. It
celebrates the time when Jesus was risen
after he died on the cross to redeem people from sins. He gave people the chance
to correct their mistakes, start a new life
and have everlasting happiness.
I think what I learned from the story of
Jesus and Easter is that even while not
everyone is Catholic, we can all say sorry
when we have done something wrong.
Then we can have a fresh start. Also,
when someone has done something
wrong, we should give him or her a second chance. YES, A NEW BEGINNING - this is what makes Springtime
and Easter so special.
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St. Jude Emergency
On December 2, 2015 I fell at my
home at about 3pm, landed on my
shoulder and could not move. I was
taken to St. Jude emergency by ambulance. After several hours (and x-rays) I
was told that I had a minor fracture of
the shoulder that would heal without
treatment and that I should go home.
(The discharge papers said that the doctor had placed a sling on my shoulder.
This is not true.)
It was then about 10pm and I protested that my husband could not possibly
take care of me and I was in no condition to take care of myself. The social
worker finally found a skilled nursing

In Defense of Trump
Jon Dobrer used the “fight or flight”
response as an explanation for the Trump
phenomenon. As Walter Bradford
Cannon put it, aforementioned response
is a physiological reaction that takes
place in a precarious event, attack, or
threat to survival. People are ticked off!
Legal, hardworking citizens have become
ATM machines for the pompous elite
and the bureaucratic-union establishment. Dobrer is absolutely right; the
populous of America is undergoing a
very well deserved fight or flight
response.
However, he confuses Trump’s economic nationalism with its’ ugly raceoriented twin. Essentially, industries are
tarnishing American job opportunities
by dumping jobs offshore. Sure, this
brings down prices, but it is crippling
America on the sidelines. This and other
burdens like an unaudited Federal
Reserve are making the U.S. weaker and
weaker. Americans are taking notice of
the current corruption and exploits of
the corporate fat cats.
Dobrer drones on about the alleged
racism and hateful rhetoric at Trump rallies, when in actuality most of what
Trump has to say at his venues are the
problems previously mentioned among
many other economic issues. Trump
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continued from page 3

facility that would admit me.
On Dec 4, I was transported to the
office of Dr. Karich for further examination. He determined that I had a severe
fracture and dislocation and would need
surgery with a plate inserted.
The first opening for surgery was Dec.
11 so I was forced to wait in severe pain
at the nursing home for nine days at a
cost of $1,947 (not including the trips to
doctor and hospital which cost $380
total). The cost of the care facility was
not covered by my insurance.
Why was I not diagnosed correctly,
admitted to the hospital, and scheduled
for surgery at an earlier date? I feel I was
badly treated by the staff at St. Jude.
A.C. Fullerton
only commented on a fraction of
Mexican citizens: criminal or cartel related prospective immigrants. Finally,
Dobrer references Trump’s “ban” (which
is actually a temporary pause until the
system can be brought up to date) on
Muslim immigration. Two leading FBI
officials testified before congress, maintaining they cannot screen Syrian
refugees with certainty. It’s clear there is
a problem (and since when is Muslim a
race?)
Nash Scott Fullerton

HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION
Community Opinion pages are a
forum for the community. The Observer
welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Comments are the opinions of the
author, may be shortened for space, and
typos corrected. We must verify your
identity, but you may choose to have
only your initials appear in print.
Anonymous letters are accepted if the
writer can make a case that revealing
their name would be a problem.

SEND TO:
observernews@earthlink.net
or
Fullerton Observer,
PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA
92834

BALANCE & CHANGE

Life Lessons from Sports
As many of you know, I do
triathlons. Triathlons have three legs:
swim, bike and run. However, many
people say that there is a fourth leg:
recovery. What athletes know is if we
push and push, whether through training or race day, and never give ourselves
some time off, our bodies will start to
break down and demand that time.
I have learned that lesson is true in
other areas of my life besides triathlons.
I caught a virus six weeks ago. A nasty
virus that wiped me out. However, I
did not want to cancel on my clients, or
my students, or any other of the many
varied things that I do. So I kept on
going. And going. And going. And I
got sicker and sicker and sicker. I went
to the doctor and got medications, but,
still, no improvement. I went back to
the doctor who told me that if I did not
take time off, I would not recover. I
finally listened to my doctor and my

body. I took time off, and I rested. And,
surprise, I got better! Now, I am still
slowly recovering. I am still coughing,
sometimes uncontrollably, but I once
again have energy and feel like myself.
This is an important lesson for me
and, I suspect, many others. We have
responsibilities and obligations. True.
We do not want to let anyone down.
Also true. People depend on us. We do
not have time to stop. Hmm, perhaps
not so true! Because, if we do not take
care of ourselves, we cannot take care of
anyone else!
In triathlons, I actually get stronger
and faster if I allow myself time to rest
and recover. I have found the same is
true for the rest of my life.
Take time to heal. Take time for you
and for everyone who depends on you!
It is the only way to really take care of
business.

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5
www.michellegottlieb.com
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CROSSWORD & CLASSIFIEDS & MORE

107,053 OC Voters Failed to Vote in Past 4 Years
The OC Registrar of Voters has identified nearly 107,053 voters who have not
cast a single ballot in the past four years.
This means that they missed a presidential
primary, presidential general, governor's
primary and governor's general election.
Under federal law these voters are moved
to "inactive" status, which means that
they will no longer be mailed voting materials. Each of these voters have been sent
postcards attempting to confirm their

address and giving them the opportunity
to confirm that they would like to remain
"active".
Curious about the party breakdowns of
this group of voters? Democrat = 34,006;
Republican = 32,398; No Party Preference
("Decline to State") = 34,192; American
Independent = 3,671. Other minor parties = 2,786.
Verify your registration at
http://www.ocvote.com/registration

Free Income Tax Prep
for Seniors

Fullerton Take Back
Drug Day

Free income tax preparation assistance
for low and moderate-income senior citizens is offered Thursdays through April
14, 2016, at the Fullerton Community
Center, at 340 W. Commonwealth Ave.
Volunteers trained by the Internal
Revenue Service will be at the Center
from noon to 3pm. Call (714) 738-6305
for appointment.

Drop off your unneeded left-over prescription and over-the-counter drugs for
safe disposal at the Fullerton Police
Department’s curbside entrance on
Highland at 237 W. Commonwealth Ave.
between 10am-3pm on Sat. April 30. The
program is free and completely anonymous. Call 714-738-6836 for more information.

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS

Call 714-525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides space
for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide valid
license. Editor reserves right to reject any
ad. Sorry, we do not accept date ads, get
rich schemes or financial ads of any sort.
Call 714-525-6402 for details.
The cost of a classified is $10 for 50
words or less per issue. Payment is by
check only. Items to give away for free and
lost and found item listings are printed for
free as space allows.

JOBS

FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT

•Bus Drivers: Experienced School Bus
Drivers wanted to work a minimum of 25
hours/week, 9.65 months/year with paid
holidays, sick leave and vacation. The
District offers prorated health benefits,
dental, vision and life insurance. Apply
online at www.edjoin.org - search
Fullerton Elementary by March 22, 2016.
•Instructional Assistants for Special
Education and Recreation programs
wanted for part-time positions.
Experience working with children and 48
college credits required. Details and
application can be found on
www.edjoin.org – search Fullerton
Elementary. Apply by March 22, 2016.
CITY JOB OPENINGS

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then “City
Employment.”
•Payroll Technician. Full Time $3,604-$4,600/monthly. Performs difficult and technical payroll accounting
duties & related work as required.
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker. $10.50$12/hr. Fire station support & tasks.
•Police Dispatcher. $23-$29/hourly
(non-benefited)
•Police Cadet $11.50/hr; Sr. Police
Cadet $13/hr (non-benefited)
•Academy Trained Police Officer. Full
Time-$5,697-$7,271/monthly
•Community Services Specialist. $11$12/hr, non-benefited; Assist with organization of major Parks & Rec functions.
MARCH JOB WORKSHOPS

The Fullerton Public Library and
Workforce Edge presents free job seeker
workshops at 5:30pm on Tuesdays at the
library, 353 W. Commonwealth.
March 15: The Modern Interview
Call the library at 714-738-6326

The Observer assumes no liability for
ads placed here. However, if you have a
complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at 714-525-6402.
Call City Hall at 714-738-6531 to
inquire about business licenses.
For contractor license verification go to
the California State Contractor License
Board website at www.cslb.ca.gov. Once
there click on the red link on the left of
the page which will take you to a screen
where you can enter the name, contractor
number, or business to make sure they are
legit. Thank You!

ANSWER KEY
At left is the answer
key to the crossword
“Hop to It” on page 7.

Fullerton-born resident
Valerie Brickey
has been
constructing puzzles
for numerous years.
She has agreed to keep
us entertained with
more in the future!

FOR SALE
OXYGEN, WORKBENCH, MORE

Complete set of oxygen machines with
3 cylinders; 1 CAD machine 60 series;
Black & Decker Workmate Bench;
Biocycler machine. Call 714-525-6981
WOMENS CLOTHING

Like new, high quality Kohls and Macys
pants, tops, blouses and sweaters, sizes
12,14, & 16 for sale. Leave message with
call back number on answering machine
at 714-447-0146

HANDYMAN
LICENSED HOME SERVICES

AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

Roofing, Patios, Windows, Doors,
Gates, Fences, Dryrot, Electrical, New,
Repairs, Special Projects. CSLB #744432.
Bonded, Insured. Free Estimates 714738-8189

To buy Amway, Artistry,
or Nutrilite products
please call Jean 714-349-4486

FREE HELP LINES

WANT TO BUY

•Call 2-1-1 on your phone for nonemergency help on any issue you are having in OC. Free. www.211.org

BEAUTY & HEALTH

OLDER TECH BOOKS

Wanted: Older Engineering &
Technical Books. Engineering, physics,
mathematics, electronics, aeronautics,
welding, woodworking, HVAC, metalworking, and other types of technical
books purchased. Large collections
(25+books) preferred. Please call Deborah
(714) 528-8297

TUTORING
TUTORING

Sherri Spiller, MA, holds California
Teaching Credentials in Regular and
Special Education. She offers private
tutoring in Reading, Writing, and Math
for grades K-9. Her greatest strength is
working with students who have difficulty learning. She can be reached at: 714688-6241 and iteachla@gmail.com

COMPUTER SERVICES
WEBSITE CREATION

Chary Software ~ Fullerton based business providing solutions and programs in
Microsoft Office applications. Need a
website? We do fast and inexpensive
development
of
websites
both
Informational and eCommerce sights.
Need eMail feedback? We provide great
forms and surveys per your specifications
for emailing to friends, prospect and/or
clients. Call (714) 871-5335 for details.
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•TEENLINE’s number is (800) TLCTEEN (800-852-8336). Open 6pm to
10pm and answered by teens. Also available online at teenlineonline.org.
•WTLC: If someone you know is, or
you are, the victim of domestic abuse,
contact the 24-hour bilingual hotline at
877-531-5522.

Free Sandbags
for El Niño
Up to 15 sandbags per property are
being offered to residents at the
Fullerton Maintenance Department
parking
lot
at
1580
W.
Commonwealth Ave. Call 714-7386897 for more info.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

OCTA is seeking volunteers to serve on
the Measure M Taxpayer Oversight
Committee. Applications for the 3-year
term will be accepted through May 2. For
additional information and to request an
application, visit OCTA’s website at
www.octa.net/toc or contact Alice Rogan
at (714) 560-5577.

PORTAL LANGUAGES
FULLERTON
Group class or private class
for adults and kids
14 DIFFERENT LANGUAGES
FREE DEMO CLASS!
110. E. Wilshire Ave, suite 500,
Fullerton

714 -499-2311
www.portallanguages.com/fullerton

♥♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
♥
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Musician Sets off New Fad
by Betsy Deemer

My husband, John who happens to be a professional musician, recently had a nighttime gig in Whittier.
When he got there, he realized he had two different
shoes on!! At least they were both black and it was
dark he thought.
However, turns out it was not dark enough to go
unnoticed with the result that he has set off a new fad
of hyper-coolness. Be prepared to see people of all
walks of life, tired by the ho-hum status quo, joining
in by wearing mis-matched shoes.

Tricky Questions
1) How many months in the year have 28 days?
2) Which is correct to say; “The yolk of the egg is
white” or “The yolk of the egg are white”?
3) What question must always be answered, “Yes”?
Answers:

1) All do; 2) Neither, yolks are yellow;
3) What does Y-E-S spell?

New Billboard Regulations
Following LA’s example, Fullertoon will be instituting new bill board regulations requiring municipalities to announce the give-away of public land to
developers and corporations prior to permanent
actions taken by city councils.
The new regulations require that bill boards be at
least 40 feet wide and ten feet tall, be placed at an
intersection of the area of the planned gift property,
and clearly list the recipient and gift giver.

Cyclist Re-Cycled

Obsorbers Around the World: Longtime Fullertoonian Raymond Sly caught up on his reading during a recent
family visit to Cuba. Above he poses with the Obsorber and a cigar beside an iconic post-revolution symbol.

NEW RULES
OF COYOTE

SET FOR ROUND TWO
HILLS NEGOTIATIONS

Two years of closed door sessions on
the future of Coyote Hills has resulted in a plan to build the same number
of homes originally proposed with the
addition of a Path Forward for the
public to buy one or two or three sites
for prices over 80 times higher than
similar properties. (see page 5 for actual details).
Who negotiated the deal for the
city and who made the appraisals on
the property are being kept top secret.
Meanwhile Chevron says it is totally
on-board with this very reasonable
deal and the city council has also
given the go-ahead.
Fullertoonians, however, who overwhelmingly voted to nix the deal have
decided to give the city another
chance to get it right, though, this
time around a few new rules will
apply.
1) All negotiations will be in public.

2) Public comment will be sought.
3) Standards of real estate appraisal
will be used so that similar
properties, tax value, etc.
will be considered in pricing
the property.
4) The entire property must be
cleaned by Chevron of all toxins
If, at the end of a year of negotiations, a reasonable price for the property has not been arrived at - ownership of the entire property, including
all mineral rights (but not pollution
clean-up responsibility) will revert to
the people of Fullertoon.
As a caveat, Chevron will not have
to reimburse the city for the over 100
years of minerals drained from
beneath the property without fair
return to the people of Fullerton
beyond the 2¢ tax per barrel imposed
by extremely friendly prior city councils.

Trump Tattoos

In a pre-emptive campaign effort to
secure all of Fullertoon’s presidential
votes, Donald Trump visited our
downtown a few days ago, sources say.
Vowing to get one tattoo “on my
incredibly healthy body at each and
every puncture parlor in this fantastic
town,” he and his entourage hit the
pavement with a full video production
team in tow.
However, the plan was cancelled
abruptly during the first tattoo session
where a smiley face wearing a flag bow
tie was chosen, when Donald cried
“Hey, this guy is hurting me. That
really hurts. I’m gonna sue. Call my
lawyers!” This threat to sue the “regular people” finally succeeded in turning away his loyal followers. “It’s about
time!” said Trump.
Previously, as reported by Don
Jobrer, Trump had asked the electorate, “What the hell are you people
thinking? I’ve said crazy things-all of
which should disqualify me. I have no
plan, no program only the assurance
that ‘I’ll be yuuge.’” - LALLEN

by Mike Ritto

Since Leap Day, cyclist Dale Cannon had been circling a turnrightonlygostraightroundabout on East
Wilshire Ave., trapped in an asphalt vortex of sorts.
After unwittingly entering the square circle, Dale was
unable to navigate his way out. Various theories were
offered up; a reaction between methane gas and negative ions left behind by an unusual natural phenomena, aka rainstorm, polarized charges in the signage
creating a magnetic pull on the metal bicycle, or most
likely a failure to comprehend the non-circuitous
route suggested by said signage. Attempts to scratch
his head to generate an answer were fruitless because
a helmet must be worn at all times and of course
googling or texting while riding are also verboten.
A remedy to the situation was arrived at when
authorities removed the signs and barricades in midApril and Dale was released. However, proceed with
caution because he has since been spotted re-cycling
on Wilshire.

