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President Barack Obama presented, on
January 5, 2016, the measures he is introducing to reduce gun violence and make our
communities safer.
The president listed a number of mass
shootings over the past five years. “Over
30,000 Americans lose their lives by guns
every year, through gun violence, suicide,
and accidents. The US is not more prone to
violence, but we are the only advanced country that sees this level of gun violence. The
constant excuses for inaction no longer suffice. We can find ways to reduce gun violence
while respecting the 2nd ammendment.”
His measures include: closing the online
loophole where background checks are not
required; making the background system
more efficient; smart enforcement of laws on
the books; doing more for those suffering
from mental illness to get the help they need;
and boosting gun safety technology.
“We can find a balance between rights. All
of us need to demand our representatives in
congress have the courage to stand up to the
gun lobby. Just because its hard that’s not a
reason not to try. If we love our kids and care
about their future and the future of our
country we can cut through the excuses.”
Watch the speech by visiting www.whitehouse.gov

Putting the ART in Heart:

Students of the All the Arts for All the Kid’s Foundation’s after school Mosaic Club
created and donated a 5-foot mosaic heart to the foundation for its annual Heart Auction. This April’s auction features hearts created by artists for sale to support art lessons in the Fullerton School District. The hearts will be displayed around town at the beginning
of February. Read the story on page 14. PHOTO BY KATHERINE ENGLAND
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by Elizabeth Gibbs
Information about a significant new plan
for Fullerton’s east side will be shared at the
free forum presented by Neighbors United
for Fullerton (NUFF) at 6:45 on Monday,
January 25, at the Fullerton Public Library,
353 W. Commonwealth.
At the forum Karen Haluza, Director of
Community Development, Planning Project
Manager Heather Allen, and representatives
from the universities will explain the details
of the proposed CollegeTown Specific Plan.
The public is cordially invited to attend.
Cal State Fullerton and the adjacent Hope
International University comprise a significant area on the east side of the City. These
schools bring many thousands of people to
the city daily, not just to engage in study, but
also to shop, eat, and transact business.
Due to needs for increased enrollments,
traffic mitigation, and housing issues, the
City and the universities are reviewing ways
to enhance the area south of these colleges;
the area is roughly bordered by Nutwood,
Chapman, State College and the 57 Freeway.
A Specific Plan has been created, and will be
reviewed by the Planning Commission in
February; it stands to be considered by the
City Council in March.
Change and design are never easy; some
things are lost while others are gained. As
Fullerton grows and gradually changes, the
City guides development through plans

designed to promote orderly growth,
adherence to laws and regulations, and
respect for the city’s heritage as well as the
interests and needs of the residents.
Changes to parts of the City are guided by
the General Plan and by Specific Plans, all
of which are created over time and with
consideration of many inputs.
Some elements of the plan involve:
•Developing an integrated and
enhanced environment between the two
universities;
• Creating “livable” streets, safe for

pedestrians and cyclists and reducing the
number and frequency of commuter trips
to and from the area;
•Attracting a mix of retail, services,
offices, entertainment and urban housing
to meet the needs of the community as
well as the students;
•Meeting needs for parking, housing,
and services, while creating an attractive
destination for students, faculty, staff, residents, and people from the surrounding
communities;
•Redesign of some of the streets in the
area in order to improve the safety and
quality of the universities and the interface with the community.

Next Step for Coyote Hills
Many have asked what the Friends of
Coyote Hills were going to do after the
disappointing November 2015 Fullerton
City Council Hearing where the council
ignored the appeal for a fair acquisition
plan for Coyote Hills.
The people’s 2012 Measure W referendum should have undone all development
approvals for Coyote Hills. It was illegal
for the Fullerton City Council to approve
the Vesting Tentative Tract Map (VTTM)
in November without development
approvals. They ignored constitutional
rights to referendum by choosing to not
follow through with Measure W.
The Friends of Coyote Hills has prepared to take legal action to hold the

Fullerton City Council accountable for
their illegal actions.
The deadline to file a legal challenge is
Feb. 15, 2016. The Friends were asked to
postpone its court filing to allow the City
and Chevron time to complete their
appraisals (now delayed). The Friends
agreed because their ultimate goal is for a
fair chance to acquire West Coyote Hills
for a park for the community per the spirit behind Measure W.
You can help by contributing donations
to fight to uphold the Measure W vote.
Make a donation to the tax-deductible
legal fund by going to the Friend’s website
at http://www.coyotehills.org/how-youcan-help/donate.
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends in 1978, is
staffed by local citizen volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout
our community.
This venture is a not-for-profit one with
all ad and subscription revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our independent, non-partisan, non-sectarian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton residents about the institutions and other societal forces which most impact their lives, so
that they may be empowered to participate
in constructive ways to keep and make these
private and public entities serve all residents
in lawful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways.
Through our extensive local calendar and
other coverage, we seek to promote a sense
of community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our country is
so uniquely blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:

Submissions on any topic of interest are
accepted from Fullerton residents and we try hard
to get it all in. Sorry we sometimes fail. Shorter
pieces have a better chance. Send by email to
observernews@earthlink.net or by snail mail to:
FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051
FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051

____________________________

How To Subscribe
Subscriptions include home delivery
and are due each October
$25/Fullerton • $35/Out of Town
Send Check with Name & Address to:
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________

How to Advertise

Call 714-525-6402,
or email
observernews@earthlink.net
________________________________

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer
are distributed throughout Fullerton
and sent through the mail to subscribers
every two weeks except only once in
January, July & August.

Missed a Copy?
Visit us online at:

www.fullertonobserver.com

& on FaceBook
• STAFF•
• Editor: Sharon Kennedy
• Database Manager: Jane Buck
• Advisor: Tracy Wood
• Copy Editors: Viveca Wolff.
Sam & Janet Evening
• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,
Tom & Kate Dalton, Marjorie Kerr,
Pam Nevius, Manny Bass & Leslie Allen
• Photography:
Jere Greene & Liz Marchant
• Webmaster: Cathy Yang
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Mark Rosier & Angela Hatcher
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PASSION FOR JUSTICE
by Synthia Tran © 2016

Father’s Will
The second half of his children
In that first reunion with my
father in Vietnam, he told me he escaped by boat at the end of 1980.
had written a rough draft of his will. Immediately after that, father went
He wanted me to read it, ask ques- on a pure vegetarian diet to pray for
tions, and then copy it into a clean the safety of his children and their
book. He said that I should finish it difficult new life in the U.S.
When the U.S. government and
before my trip back to the U.S.
At the beginning of his will, father Vietnamese government normalized
wrote a short biography, something their diplomatic relations, we wantthat we were very familiar with. ed to sponsor him to come live with
Father was born in a small village us in the U.S., but he refused to
near Hue, the central part of leave Vietnam. He said that the
Vietnam. He worked very hard older people coming to the U.S.
from an early age. He was an intel- couldn’t speak the language, thereligent man. He taught himself how fore, life would be incomplete.
Father chose to stay in Vietnam
to read and write Vietnamese and
Chinese. Then he went on to teach with Manh, his adopted grandson
Vietnamese night classes. At that who was the son of a distant relative.
time the local government encour- Manh and his wife had a little girl
that father cherished. Father seemed
aged the fight against illiteracy.
happy and content
When the life as a farmer
with his situation
was hard and he didn’t
We wanted to and condition.
make enough to support
In the summer,
his family, he moved to the sponsor him to
father
swimcity to find work.
come live with ming inwent
the ocean
Through hard work from
dawn to dusk and the us in the US, but at 5am every day.
he refused to
He could float on
determination to put his
children through school,
leave Vietnam. his back and stay
perfectly balanced
he led a very successful life.
on the water for
I was amazed at all the
detail that father wrote in his will. many minutes. He was tall and
He indicated that after he passed, if uniquely identifiable among the
his children were not around, the hundreds who walked, ran, played
cousin should immediately call and soccer or badminton on the beach.
inform his children in the U.S. He Many beach goers who knew him
gave instructions on how to leave a would acknowledge him, or stop
message if no one answered the and talk with him, or shake his hand
phone. Also he wrote that immedi- when they met him. He was always
ately after he passed we should lay home by 6am to take a shower and
him down on a bed with a clean be in time to listen to the morning
sheet, hang a mosquito net, and BBC broadcast in Vietnamese at
then do not touch him for 8 hours. 6:30am. He enjoyed knowing and
After that, we should prepare his discussing world events. He worried
body, place him in a casket with his about his children and grandchilfeet facing the door (most people dren when he heard news about war,
had their heads facing the door), or earthquakes, or tornadoes that
bring him back to our village and happened in the U.S.
When the weather didn’t permit
bury him.
According to ancient Chinese swimming, father walked with his
Astronomy, there were days and cane to the beach, did some simple
hours that were good for some activ- exercise, and came back home.
ities, but not for others. For exam- During the day, he sat back on his
ple, while one day would be a good folding lounge chair to watch the
one to sign a contract or to open a shop for the cousin and to look at
new store, the next wouldn’t be good the people doing business on the
to negotiate business, however, it street. Sometimes, he went to the
might be good to bury your loved temple or participated in a charity
one, etc. These indications are often gathering. Praying to Buddha for
the safety of his children and grandprinted on Asian calendars.
Superstitious people believe that if children was his daily routine.
Father deeply believed in Buddha’s
you don’t bury your parents and
ancestors on a good day, bad luck teachings regarding his after-life salcould happen to their children and vation and re-incarnation. So he
thought that certain ceremonial acts
grandchildren.
Father proved that he wasn’t must be followed for one’s soul to be
superstitious because he insisted that quickly released from bondage into
we should not look at the calendar re-incarnation (or into hell) within
to check the date when following his 49 days after his passing. He asked
burial directions. He wanted to that during that time all his children
avoid a situation in which his family and close relatives must do charity
would put everything on hold, and giving, release live animals, and not
sit around waiting for a good day to to engage in disputes over his estate.
When we were around, father
bury the dead.
Half of father’s children left often discussed his will and remindVietnam in 1975, a few days before ed us the details of every step of his
the fall of Saigon. He was extreme- funeral; who should be involved and
ly thankful that his oldest son was how much money they should
able to leave; if not, he could have receive from his estate. He knew
been sent to the re-education camp that he was leaving us and he wantfor a long, long time because he had ed us to be perfectly clear about
been educated in the US. After grad- what should be done in regard to his
uation, he had returned home, gone burial.
through military training, and
worked for the government.

OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2016

JonDobrer@mac.com

WHAT’S IN A NAME, OR REALLY, WHAT’S IN A COLOR?
The Militia in Oregon is drawing press and comedian, Yakov Smirnoff was asked what
all other forms of media like ants to a picnic. the greatest difference between the Soviet
Why not? It is a media event and if no one Union and America was? His response: “You
showed up, it would end and they’d all just go have warning shots!” It was a funny line and
away.
did indicate that we usually didn’t shoot first
But there’s a problem even calling them a and ask questions later.
militia. It’s not a militia. It’s not an insurSmirnoff couldn’t know, and most white
gency. They’re not revolutionaries. They’re people didn’t know, that warning shots (and
not occupiers, and they are certainly not for I’m using the term metaphorically) were too
Constitutional Freedom. They should be often race and class specific. Twelve year-old
called thugs or domestic terrorists or maybe Tamir Rice, was fired on twice within two
just Malicious.
seconds of the arrival of a police car. Laquan
What is clear is that if they weren’t
McDonald, age 17, was shot 16
white men, whatever you called them
times while walking away from
If they
would be in the past tense, because
the police. He did have a knife.
they’d be dead.
No warning shots. No waiting.
weren’t
The siege in Waco Texas in 1993
So now a bunch of heavily
white men,
lasted over 5 weeks before the tanks
armed white guys who claim to
and flamethrowers set the Branch whatever you feel aggrieved because the
called them Federal Government tries to
Davidian property ablaze killing 76 of
them. They were relatively isolated—
would be in collect fees for grazing rights on
near only to the desert brush that the past tense, Federal land, occupy a Federal
President George W Bush would later
building in rural Oregon and
because
spend his presidential holidays clearmake demands to free people
they’d be
ing. Aside from being isolated, they
convicted of arson on Federal
were mostly white.
property.
dead.
Compare this to the 1985 bombing
They give press events and
of the MOVE apartment in
issue statements claiming that:
Philadelphia. MOVE was comprised of black They love America. They love the
activists, who 7 years before had been Constitution. They love freedom. They claim
involved in a violent confrontation that left they don’t want bloodshed and it will end
one policeman dead and three MOVE mem- peacefully if they get their way. They won’t
bers in prison. There, after a 24-hour stand get their way. And it is more likely than not
off, the Philadelphia police dropped a bomb that it will end peacefully. They do have to
on an urban apartment—killing 9 black peo- thank their lucky stars and stripes that they
ple (including children) inside and setting a were born white.
fire that destroyed 65 other buildings.
ED: This column was written when the
Today the FBI and local authorities are
domestic terrorists first took over the nature
happy to play a waiting game. That may be
center in Oregon. Visit www.Dobrer.com to
fine and appropriate for the sake of human
read more of Jon’s thoughts this month when
lives. But where is the equal protection?
we only have one issue out and
When he first came to this country, Russian
follow him on Twitter @jondobrer

CORRECTION
What I feel was an inaccurate assumption
was drawn in the mid-December Observer
newspaper from my public comment made to
the city council on December 1, 2015 about
the referended zoning Ordinance 3168 for
the West Coyote Hills Project of 2011. First,
not the entire zoning ordinance was referended (for legal reasons) and therefore, the part
referended (Petition #3) and repealed by
council in 2012 does not require that
"Chevron should have had to go through the
process to rezone the property before its new
development plan was considered" as was
assumed by the newspaper.
On the other hand, please note that, as
Angela Lindstrom explained in her early
December Observer article, ballot Measure
W Ordinance 3169, the Development

Agreement, when nullified by 61% of the
voters in 2012, also in turn nullified the other
5 documents (including the full zoning document) of the 2011 Chevron project proposal.
Thus, to clarify, it is not the repeal of the
zoning Ordinance by the city council, but the
defeat of the Measure W Development
Agreement at the polls that would cause the
zoning to roll back from Specific Plan
District to oil / gas, thus requiring Chevron
to go through the process to rezone again.
Shirley Gregg Fullerton
ED: Thank you for the correction. It is
complicated. Sorry for the error in reporting
what you said.
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
The City Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video
of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm
the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

DEC 15 COUNCIL MEETING (NEXT MEETING JAN 18)
•Jennifer Fitzgerald called the meeting
to order and did a great job presiding over
her first meeting as mayor.
•OCTA Regional Manager of Digital
Marketing Ryan Armstrong told about
the new OCTA App which allows a rider
to plan bus routes in advance. Visit
www.octa.net for more information on all
the new features.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Some of the public commentors of late
are making the ordinary gad-flys who get
up and comment at every meeting about
every other subject seem tame.
•The first commentor at this session
identified himself as a new resident of
Fullerton, a citizen of the US, and a member of the American Brotherhood of New
Free Men. “Dear High Council,” I just
want to present my qualifications as an
investigator of mysteries and implore you
to recognize the danger of the illuminati,
demonstrated by the eyeball on top of the
pyramid on our money. Apple Iphones,
scratch-off lotto tickets, WiFi, send
beams directly into our minds. I will be
here at every meeting to inform you,” he
promised.
•Tony Package asked that a timetable
on El Niño preparations be presented by
the city and requested sandbags be placed
on the steep hillsides where trees have
been removed to prevent the ground from
slipping during the rains.
City Manager Felz said that reports
were being prepared for presentation at
Jan. 19 meeting and that city crews were
inspecting and doing work on the
Chevron burn areas, Army Corps property, the Arboretum and other areas around
town.
COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL
FINANCIAL REPORT
•Public commentor David Curlee asked
again about the checks made out to luxury hotels for the police department and
several other items he thought looked
irregular on the check registry. He asked
that full auditor’s report be posted on the
website.
He was told that the hotel stays were
paid for by the state for police training
meetings.
Director of Administrative
Services Julia James said that Mr. Curlee
can call her and she would be happy to go
over the items he has questions about.
Councilmember Chaffee noted that the
186 page report had an amazing amount
of statistics. “Quite a job to keep such
careful track of everything.”
Director James said that the auditor said
that Fullerton reports are used as a model

with their other clients as to how to do it
right.
WEST COYOTE HILLS
Councilmember Chaffee announced
that Chevron/city appraisals of the West
Coyote Hills property is in process. He
said he and his wife have pledged
$100,000 - half to build a bridge from
Laguna Lake Park across Euclid and the
other half towards purchasing neighborhood 4. (In November the council agreed to
the Chevron plan which requires multi millions be raised to purchase neighborhoods 1
& 3 before ever getting to #4.)
CUSTODIAL SERVICES
A $814,000 contract for citywide custodial services passed unanimously. The
price has been increased for services after
several vendors dropped out after they
couldn’t make money and state minimum
wage.

DISTRICT ELECTION UPDATE
Dave Ely of Compass Demographics
presented results of public meetings and
draft proposals of district boundary maps.
Fullerton citizens are invited to make
appointments for the second round of
meetings with Mr. Ely to submit comments on voting district boundaries.
Mr. Ely uses sample maps and demographic data to give an idea of how equal
population district boundaries might be
distributed and solicits input and mapping ideas during these sessions.
One hour appointments are available
on the following dates:
•Saturday, January 9, 9am-2pm
•Thursday, January 14, 11am-7pm
•Friday, January 15, 11am-7pm
•Saturday, January 16, 9am-2pm
•Wednesday, January 20, 11am-7pm
•Thursday, January 21, 11am-7pm
•Friday, January 22, 11am-7pm
Meetings are held at Fullerton City
Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth Ave., in
Fullerton. To make an appointment,
please email districtelections@cityoffullerton.com or call the City Clerk’s Office at
(714) 738-6355. Please make your
appointment at least 24 hours in advance.
Find more information plus sample
maps and data on the city website at
www.cityoffullerton.com. (If the link is
not displayed on the frontpage click on
Government/Departments/City Clerk,
and then on District Election Mapping.)
Several public commentors including
Sam Lee and Ellis Cha and a young man
thanked the city for taking steps to
improve representation and advocated for
a 5-district system with rotating mayor.
One commentor asked what the city is

The deadline for filing a lawsuit to counter the approval of Chevron’s development plan
for West Coyote Hills is coming up. A closed session item on a pending lawsuit at the Dec
15 council meeting ended in a 3-1 vote (with one member abstaining). Details have not
been made available to the public. PHOTO BY IRA MCNABB
spending for this process instead of just
instituting it without a vote since if it is
voted down in November it will go
straight to court and the courts have been
supportive of district voting. Two commentors called district voting undemocratic and pushed by former losing candidates in the current at-large system. In
response another commentor said that he
personally knows both Kitty Jaramillo and
Jonathan Paik who are the figure heads of
two voter rights lawsuits which were settled when council agreed to put the issue
to voters. “Neither are running a campaign,” he said. “It is not about them.
People want the change.”
Mayor Fitzgerald suggested a system
that would allow people to make comments online. Mr. Ely will come back
with another presentation at the Jan. 19
meeting.

STATE LANDSCAPE MANDATE
Development Director Karen Haluza
gave council an update on the new state
mandated water-efficient landscape
requirements. If Fullerton does not come
up with its own plan that is equal or better in water savings the state’s more
restrictive plan stays in effect. Her department developed regulations that would
require new developments or renovations
on properties of over 2,500 square feet to
hire a licenced professional and submit a
plan that could be self-certified by the
contractor.
Councilmember Whitaker and several
public speakers called the state water saving mandates a power grab by the governor and suggested not complying.
Councilmember Sebourn suggested
adding requirements for rainbarrels rather
than the requirements Haluza’s team had
come up with.
However, non-compliance with the
state plan would result in daily fines said
water manager Dave Schickling.
Mayor Protem Flory, who is Fullerton’s
representative on the OC Water District
board said, “The state plan is not irrational at all. The OC Aquifer (where
Fullerton gets most of its water) is
400,000 acre feet overdrafted. The state is
in bad shape. The planning commission
passed this 7-0.
Whitaker suggested adding a fee moratorium. Chaffee said the fees cover the
necessary city services and are not a
money-maker for the city. Mayor
Fitzgerald asked if taxpayers really want to
subsidize all residents making landscape
changes.
The landscape ordinance passed 3-2
(Whitaker and Sebourn, no) and the fee
moratorium failed though the mayor
asked that fee moratoriums be put on a
future agenda for discussion.
WATER UPDATE
Water manager Schickling said that our
current water savings have fluctuated
from 22.5% to 10.9%. Our goal is 28%.
So we are going in the wrong direction
and additional measures to reach the goal
will be coming up.

Strategies include: citywide one-day a
week winter watering schedule (odd, Sun;
even, Sat.) with no watering between 8am
and 4pm or within 48 hours of measurable rain (considered to be about 1/4 inch)
now through April; contacting the 100
top water users (representing 1% of citywide water use) with info on how they can
cut back; using the MyFullerton App to
report on water overuse; door hangers;
contacting the top 10 industrial users
(representing 16% of citywide water use)
to encourage them to cut back; providing
data comparing water use in 2013 to that
used currently to residential customers
who sign up for the program; and
increased enforcement of those not complying.
If the city does not meet its 28% water
savings goal it can be fined up to $10,000
per day by the state.
Public speaker Tony Package suggested
giving a rebate to the people conserving
the most. And encouraging rain barrel
use. (see “Capturing Rain” by Sinh Dang
on page 13)
Mayor Fitzgerald asked what are we
doing to celebrate water heroes and said
she would like to add $20,000 to the
enforcement program.
Phase III Water Ordinance passed 4-1
(Whitaker, no)

CITY MEMBERSHIPS
A list of city memberships were
reviewed. Some are mandated by law, others are advantageous to the city because of
the grants offered, but others may be
unnecessary.
Councilmember Sebourn suggested
dropping the top 7 memberships which
include the League of California Cities,
Association of California Cities, Local
Agency Formations Commissions; SoCal
Association of Governments; OC Council
of Governments; OC Human Relations,
and OC Business Council.
The council asked for more information
on the membership benefits to the city of
each of these organizations and the item
was continued to the next meeting.
VACATION RENTALS
Director Haluza and her team reported
on the research they had done about issues
surrounding short-term vacation rentals
in residential neighborhoods (like
AirBnB). She presented the pros and cons
and asked the council for direction on
drawing up an ordinance regulating them
that would be fair to all. Although not a
huge problem in Fullerton yet, Haluza
suggested an ordinance regulating such
use of homes be put on the books to avoid
the problems that have occurred in other
cities. This would affect only homes renting for vacation use. Most current complaints are about parking, maintenance,
and noise issues of just three of the up to
70 offerings online in Fullerton.
Council authorized staff to come back
with an ordinance but in the meantime to
monitor the situation and send the issue
to the planning commission for a full discussion. 4-1 (Whitaker, no)
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At Left:
Rob BellequeGolden State
Foods
Foundation,
Teresa
DuongSkechers USA,
Shirley
McClanahanLeon Owens
Foundation
and Griselda
HernandezGolden State
Foods
Foundation
presented
every Maple
School student
with new
socks & shoes.

LEON OWENS FOUNDATION SHOES FOR KIDS
During the month of September, the
Leon Owens Foundation initiated their
community outreach project called Shoes
for Kids to benefit children attending
Maple Elementary School. The goal was
to raise funds and provide all 450 students
with a new pair of shoes and socks.
The foundation wanted to keep the
Shoes for Kids Community Project a
secret and surprise the students. The parents were also unaware of the fact that all
the students would get new shoes. It was
disguised as a “shoe contest” and the contest form was completed by the teachers,
parents and students. The form was used
to get their names, shoe size and classroom information. They were also told
that only one student per class would be
selected as a winner and the results would
take place in December.
Excitement began to build around the
Thanksgiving holiday when LOF realized
that ALL the children would be getting
new Skechers shoes and socks! This event
was made possible due to the generosity of
LOF donors, Skechers USA, Golden State
Foods Foundation and Heroes Bar and
Grill.
On December 15, 2015, the Leon
Owens Foundation, Teresa Duong from
Skechers Rob Belleque and Griselda
Hernandez from Golden State Foods, and
Chad Granier from Heroes Bar and Grill
were able to bring in the holiday season
for Maple Elementary School. Beginning
at 9:30am each classroom was escorted to
the Multipurpose Room to find out who
were the shoe contest winners.
Anticipation was building when the principal, Susan Mercado made the
announcement “Boys and girls…guess

what? There isn’t just one winner; ALL of
you are getting new shoes and socks!”
There were screams, cheering, tears and a
lot of big smiles.
The City of Fullerton Mayor Jennifer
Fitzgerald attended the Shoes for Kids
event to lend her support, as well meet
and greet the students. LOF would also
like to extend a special thank you to the
FSD Superintendent Dr. Bob Pletka and
Assistant Superintendent Susan Cross
Hume for coming to the event too.
The Leon Owens Foundation would
like to thank all of our donors for their
encouragement and being part this of
amazing event. The smiles on the student’s faces were absolutely priceless. Our
collaborative efforts made this holiday
season a memorable one for all. Nothing
beats “Making A Difference Together For
The Holidays!”
If you have any questions or wish to
contact the Leon Owens Foundation, you
may do so at www.leonowensfoundation.org or by phone (714) 687-5520.

Another Holiday
Surprize for Maple
Maple Elementary School received a
special early visit from Santa bearing a
trailer-full of wrapped gifts and food items
for each of the over 400 students on
December 17.
Santa took a photo with each of the
school’s 16 classrooms and every child was
presented with a gift.
Since 2013, Albertsons has made it a
holiday tradition to visit the school with
gifts.

HUGHES EMPLOYEES TELL US YOUR STORIES
D. Kenneth Richardson, author of
Hughes after Howard will speak at the
Fullerton Public Library Saturday,
February 20 at 1pm. Richardson came to
HAC in 1952 as part of the first group of
Fellowship Recipients. He began as a
radar design engineer, and in 40 years of

Sandbags
for El Niño
Up to 15 sandbags per property are
being offered to residents at the
Fullerton Maintenance Department
parking
lot
at
1580
W.
Commonwealth Ave. The sandbags are
for use to shore up areas needing protection during the predicted El Niño
rains this winter, Call 714-738-6897
for more info.

service, rose to the position of President
and Chief Operating Officer.
Speaking on “The Mystique of Hughes
Aircraft,” he will include stories of the joys
and frustrations of working at the company, and of the brilliant management style
that developed after Howard left. Hughes
Aircraft was a company of over 80,000
employees creating products in every field
of advanced electronics technologies.
His talk is part of a project and display
honoring Hughes Aircraft Company and
all of those who were part of that grand
endeavour. The display will include
papers, personal stories and memorabilia
of former employees who are urged to
participate by writing up their stories and
submitting by January 15 to Larry Iboshi
at iboshi@pacbell.net or by mail to Larry
Iboshi, 1668 N. Mountain View Place,
Fullerton, CA 92831. Call Larry with
questions at 714-992-2331.
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Statewide Award to CSUF Biologist Dr. Cohen
CSUF Professor Biologist
Amybeth Cohen was honored at
the Jan. 9 CSU Biotechnology
Symposium, where she also participated as a presenter.
Dr. Cohen is the recipient of
the 2016 Andreoli Faculty
Service Award from the CSU
Program for Education and
Research in Biotechnology
(CSUPERB). It is the highest
faculty honor awarded by the
CSU program. She joins five other CSUF
faculty members who have received the
award since 1992.
"I have worked with, and been mentored by, so many amazing colleagues over
the years. Each has helped me in some
way provide support to our Cal State
Fullerton students. I am, therefore, proud
to share this award with them," said
Cohen.
For the past 10 years, Cohen has served
as director of CSUF's Maximizing Access
to Research Careers program, in which
undergraduates from across disciplines
conduct biomedical and behavioral
research.
The National Institutes of Health-funded program, which has garnered nearly
$4.4 million in funding, is designed to
increase the success of underrepresented
students in biomedical research careers, in

which 87 percent of the
participants have entered
doctoral programs. This
year, 13 scholars are funded by the program.
Former MARC student
Anita Nosratieh, who went
on to earn a doctorate in
biomedical engineering
and is a lead reviewer at the
U.S. Food and Drug
Administration,
said
Cohen's impact on her life is "too great
for words. I cannot think of a better candidate to receive this award, as she is the
pinnacle of what great leadership can do,
and how that impacts not only biotechnology programs in the CSU, but really
the entire world," said the CSUF grad.
Throughout her 18-year career at
CSUF, Cohen has made numerous contributions, including developing the
Research Careers Preparatory Program to
introduce underclassmen to research;
helping to create the concentration in
molecular biology and biotechnology; and
launching, in collaboration with the
Department of English, Comparative
Literature and Linguistics, a new
"Scientific Writing Course" to benefit all
science majors.
In her own lab, Cohen has mentored
nearly 80 students on research projects.

Freedman Foundation $500,000 Pledge to CSUF
The Leo Freedman Foundation is continuing its longstanding support of Cal
State Fullerton with a new $500,000 gift
to the College of the Arts. In recognition
of this gift and annual scholarship support
that dates back to 1993, the name of the
current studio and M.F.A. gallery within
Visual Arts Building F will be renamed
the Leo Freedman Foundation Studio and
M.F.A. Art Gallery.
The foundation, which supports arts

and culture education and programs in
Orange County, will be recognized at a
reception in the spring.
CSUF College of the Arts 2,400 students receive top-tier instruction through
its award-winning facultys. Its galleries
and performance spaces, including the
Clayes Performing Arts Center and Grand
Central Art Center in Santa Ana, offer
multiple stages for showcasing students’
visual and performing arts achievements.
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Seoulmate got a mention here in
November while they were under construction. They held their grand opening on January 5th. Thanks to local
friend Brian Torres, we now know the
back story. Jason Kang, Johnny Lee and
Sean Butler are all active in the new
restaurant and all are former Cal State
Fullerton students. According to Brian,
you can expect instant success for this
Korean-Mexican burrito and more
amazing menu items, a new jewel in
the heart of SoCo.

A Closer Look

Retail Returns

For years, we have been hoping for a
nice mix of retailers to arrive and in
many ways that has come to pass. A
walk on Harbor from Commonwealth
north to Chapman revealed a total of
14 retail stores and 17 restaurants.
Surprised? We did not count professional offices, etc., so there are many
more non-restaurants than places to
eat. Despite this, many still contend
that there are ‘more bars and restaurants downtown’ than anything else, a
perception that will be with us for
some time no matter what.
Years ago, the Fullerton Downtown
Business Association grew very weary
of the trash that was accumulating so
we hired someone to pick it up every
Monday morning. Yet, on this day,
there was very little trash, so perhaps
things are changing. Again, who would
believe that? We will always have issues
and can always find improvements to
make, but the Renaissance that began
decades ago has made a huge difference
in our then struggling Central Business
District. It would be well worth anyone’s time to take a closer look at all of
the unique shops and services that have
opened over the past few years.

FOX THEATRE UPDATE
We spoke with Fullerton Historic
Theatre Foundation President Leland
Wilson and got answers for some questions
that have been on the minds of interested
Observer readers about the Fox Theatre renovation project and future of the theatre.
Concerts that will appeal to a more
mature music fan will be the primary activity but yes, films are in the plan, with independent films, student films, classic movies,
film festivals and perhaps even premiers if
they are profitable.
In a few months, more will be known
about fundraising so a clearer picture will
be available to determine when the final
construction, mechanical and esthetic
improvements can be made.

We also received an update from Leland
on recent fundraising and what we can
expect next.
“Our Bootleggers Ball in November was
a huge success. Two hundred attendees
were treated to a great evening featuring
dinner, entertainment by Fullerton Dance
Sport and the amazing band Art Deco.
Attendees came dressed in 1920s garb and
some even landed themselves in the slammer due to abolition police. We raised
$25,000.
“Moving forward we have local architect
John Silber working on a plan and cost estimating that when completed will achieve
full occupancy allowing us to have events
more freely without city regulation burdening us.
“In addition our national
architect WRL is working on the
bigger plan and cost estimating
that will give us our goals for
completing the full project.
“Upon receipt of these plans
we will embark on a capital campaign to raise as much money as
possible to cover the cost. The
balance will be paid for through
commercial lending in addition
to tax credits which alone should
net us approximately $3 million.
“Through our conversations
with major promoters and
lenders like Live Nation, Golden
Voice and Citizens Business Bank
we are confident that we can hit
the ground running as we
embark on this final push to
complete the Fox Fullerton.”
For more information and
updates on the project visit
www.foxfullerton.org.

HEART BY ARTIST JIM TOWLER

There is no astronomical reason so
credit the ancient, two-faced Roman
god Janus for our January 1st designation as a “New Year.” That gives us a
reason to celebrate plus provides the
excuse, or in some cases, reason, to take
a good look at ourselves, give ourselves
a clean slate, and make plans to make
the new year better somehow. But what
about our surroundings? Having taken
a magnifying glass to the streets on a
recent visit to Downtown LA, Echo
Park and Silver Lake, it seemed like a
good idea to do the same in our downtown to see what would reveal itself.
The only way to do that is on foot, up
close and personal.
Starting with the intersection of
Harbor and Commonwealth, it’s
apparent things are far ahead of where
they were years ago. Does anyone recall
the man dressed in a suit, wearing a
hat, standing on the northeast corner
every morning, brandishing a copy of
the most widely circulated magazine in
the world? As he must have discovered
back then, standing on that corner can
reveal a lot about our downtown.
Aside from the many thousands of
vehicles, you will see many more people on the sidewalks now, a great sign
for the business owners who have sunk
a lot of time, effort and capital into
their ventures. In a space of about 3
minutes each on a recent Monday
afternoon, I counted 15 pedestrians
near or at the corner of Chapman and
Harbor and 16 on Commonwealth
and Harbor. Yes, 2:30pm, Monday
afternoon, a time never known for
much in the way of pedestrian activity.
We will do another count on a busy
weekend afternoon.

HAVE A HEART
February is sneaking up on us and soon
you will be seeing the 2016 Heart Project
taking shape all over downtown. The All
the Arts for All the Kid’s Foundation kicks
off the project on February 5th at
‘HEART WALK’, coinciding with Art
Walk, and numerous downtown stores,
businesses, and restaurants will host one
of the artist-created hearts for several
months. All proceeds go to the All the
Arts Foundation to support arts education
in Fullerton. See the story on page 14.

At Left: The crowd tours the
historic theatre at an event.

FIRST NIGHT
We ran into a lot of interesting people
at the annual First Night celebration and
as always, had an amazing time. Great
fun, laughter and well-played music was
in the air. Everyone seemed to be in a
good mood and happy that it was not as
cold as we were warned it might be. The
wind died down too so no worries regarding the fireworks, always a highlight along
with the hot air balloon ride. Hope you
made an appearance. See page 8 for some
photos from the event by Jere Greene.
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Fullerton Photo Quiz
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2016
“HAPPY 2016” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

QUESTION:
This one needs a couple of clues, one is an intersection mentioned above and
the other clue is something you can bank on. What is the location of this plaque?
SEND YOUR ANSWER TO MIKE at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

LAST ISSUE’S QUESTION:
Technically a remodel, this building (shown below) first made a big splash,
then the world’s most infamous actors were seen inside, what was it?

ANSWER:
Many of you knew the infamous Wilshire Theater was once at this site pictured
below in its current use along with the way it was in its heyday.

ACROSS
1. Behalf
6. Barbara of “I Dream of Jeannie”
10. Silicate mineral
14. ___-visual club
15. Prima donna
16. U.S. Air Force base in South Korea
17. Philanthropic actor and
race car driver
19. Pink, as a steak
20. Disney mermaid
21. Deprive of heat?
22. Enormous weight measurement
26. Furry boots brand
28. 102, to Romans
29. Belittles
30. Bucket
31. Teachers’ org.
32. Hopping mad
33. Stealthy
35. It has a low pH

DOWN
1. Gullible one
2. Samoan professional boxer David
3. Sch. e-mail address ending
4. Feel sick
5. Gave to Goodwill, for example
6. “The Mystery of ___ Drood”
7. Ten cents
8. Assesses
9. Palindromic girl’s name
10. “September ___”
(Neil Diamond hit)
11. Scientist known for his
Three Laws of Motion
12. “Star Wars” actress Fisher
13. Blood disorder
18. Greek god of love
21. Wrinkly fruit
22. Type of apple
23. Autobiography title that
writes itself?
24. The current Lieutenant Governor
of California

36. Implored
37. Hole-making tools
40. 1992 Disney film of an 1899 strike
42. Simplified Chinese philosophy?
43. “The ___ from U.N.C.L.E.”
45. Chows down
46. Like Eeyore
47. Get older
48. Motion picture org.
49. Prepares, as fish
50. Less than
52. Egypt’s capital
54. M.I.T. part, abbr.
55. Fruit-filled cookies
60. Online addresses contain one
61. Poet Pound
62. Roof overhangs
63. “___ Time Next Year”
(Alan Alda film)
64. It follows 58-Down
65. Sketches
25. “All kidding ___...”
27. Embellish
30. NBC interns, for example
33. Find fault with
34. Buzzing instrument
36. Aerial mil. branch
38. Hobbling
39. Some beans
41. Have on
42. Nudged
43. Mexican and Sicilian
44. Schedule
46. Richard of “Primal Fear”
49. Middle Eastern currency
51. Major ending
53. Site of the Taj Mahal
55. “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt”
co-creator Tina
56. La Brea goo
57. Egg cells
58. With 64-Across, what 2016 is
and a hint to this puzzle’s theme
59. Leaky balloon sound
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18,000 ENJOYED NEW YEAR’S EVE FUN AT
FULLERTON FIRST NIGHT photos by Jere Greene

Sakura - Shabu Shabu by Peter Fong
Wow! This not the old place with a face- food preparation, and customer service
lift… But, new owners, new look, and a skills. Seven years later they opened in
new attitude! In case you haven’t noticed a Lake Forest in May 2015; in Fullerton
bright, white, shiny restaurant has November 2015; and Anaheim January
emerged at the corner of Harbor and 2016. Success breeds success!
In the short time they have been in
Wilshire. Sakura is Japanese for Cherry
Blossom and Shabu Shabu also in Fullerton, Andy stated: “The customers
Japanese is defined as cooking
meats, seafood, and vegetables in a
boiling soup accompanied by your
favorite dipping sauces for added
flavor. This reporter and friends
ate there on a cold Wednesday
evening and were delighted with
the quality of the food and service.
They also serve sake and beer too.
Vicky Dang (sister) along with
Andy Dang and Kristina Ly (wife)
opened this exciting new restaurant in November 2015. This
quaint 32 seat eatery has been well
received by the Fullerton diners.
As self-professed “foodies” who
love to eat out and discovering
new foods for their palates, the
Dang’s actually discovered downtown Fullerton quite by accident
one night and fell in love with the
history, architecture, friendlessness
of the people and especially the
helpful public officials they
encountered at City Hall in starting their business.
Kristina the designer of the new
Sister and brother Vicky and Andy Dang and
“trendy” look wanted their cusAndy’s wife Kristina Ly own and operate
tomers to eat healthy with
the new Sakura Shabu Shabu downtown.
sushi/sashimi grade seafood, lots
of protein, fresh veggies and of
course, NO MSG used in any of their are very friendly, easy to please, and really
know their food.”
food.
“We love this city” and so far, Fullerton
The new owners shared with this
reporter that they are all “Boat People” loves you guys too.
Sakura Shabu Shabu is opened 7 days a
who fled from Vietnam by boat after the
Vietnam War. They wanted to start a new week: Sunday - Thursday 11am to
life for themselves and their families. As a 9:30pm and Friday - Saturday 11am to
means to an end…Vicky the food expert 11pm.
Prices range from $10.98 – $26.98
on the team started in high school at age
15 at McDonald’s, and then Panda (seafood) and a premium Kobe beef dish
Express where she learned about the food for $35.
Visit them at 225 N. Harbor Blvd. at
industry.
In 2008, they opened their first Sakura the corner of Wilshire, downtown
Shabu Shabu restaurant in Huntington Fullerton.
www.sakurashabu-shabu.com
Beach and developed their restaurant,
714-879-1510

Above: Downtown was full of
New Years Eve party-goers enjoying, carnival games, balloon rides,
bounce houses, live music and
entertainment, food booths and
more. Above nearby neighbors
walk home after the fabulous fireworks show.
At Left: Kids of all ages waited in
line to receive a balloon hat or
animal created by the Balloon
Lady.
Below Left: The Magician at
First Christian brought audience
members on stage to help out with
some amazing magic!
Below: Freddy shows off a great
sketch of himself produced on the
spot by the caricature artist.

Below: Fullerton High Band and other
groups had booths with fun treats.

Above: Five live bands played.
At Right: An extremely tall Elvis posed
for photos with party-goers.
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71 Annual Level 2 National
Junior Tennis Tournament in Fullerton
by Denny Bean

Annual AIDS Lifecycle Bike Ride
Gary Graves, Fullerton resident, business owner and Business and
Entrepreneurship instructor at Fullerton
College will once again start training to
ride 545-miles from San Francisco to Los
Angeles this summer to raise $5,000 for
AIDS research and charities.
Gary is passionate about raising money
to support the San Francisco AIDS
Foundation and the Los Angeles LGBT
Center in their goal to end HIV/AIDS
and to treat the people afflicted by the
disease. For the sixth year, Gary will be
cycling in the AIDS Lifecycle Charity
Bicycle Ride, a 545-mile, 7-day trek from
San Francisco to Los Angeles. It is a grueling ride that will take place June 5-11,
2016, and takes months of training and
preparation. As Gary says, however, “The
cause is so vital, not only for our own
friends and community members, but
for humanity as a whole.”
Thirty years ago, AIDS was in the forefront of national news as it was officially
recognized as a health epidemic. Along
with the increase in public awareness
about the disease came increased public

The 71 Annual Fullerton Junior Tennis
Tournament will begin on January 30.
This is the largest non-sectional junior’s
event in the nation and yet not many in
Fullerton know much of it happens here.
Imagine a tournament in which Sampress,
Chang, Aggasi, V. Williams, Austin,
Terango and Davenport participated that
is totally unknown by most of the members of our community.
This is a tournament for boys and girls
from 10 to 18 in singles and doubles. The
venues include: Fullerton Tennis Center,
Fullerton College, Troy High School,
Yorba Linda High School, and La Habra
Tennis Center.

At one time Fullerton had the largest
number of high-ranking junior players in
the country according to Bonnie
Hartshorn. Bonnie grew up in town and
played in the tournament herself. She is
now the chief official for the tournament.
821 kids registered for the two-weekend
tournament last year. Imagine the financial benefit this brings to the City when
you add the parents, relatives and spectators. There are literally thousands people
here for this activity and they have to eat,
sleep, be transported and entertained.
The tournament is from January 30-31
and February 6-8. Entries close January
20. Visit http://tennislink.usta.com and
put 651712316 in the search engine for
more information.

education. As a result of all the fundraising and research, the number of AIDS
cases has decreased since the 1980’s.
Today, the topics of HIV infection and
AIDS are no longer front-page news.
And while the number of AIDS cases has
decreased, the figures remain significant.
According to the World Health
Organization, about 36.9 million people
were living with AIDS at the end of
2014. Approximately two million of
these adults and children were newly
infected in that year. There is still much
work that needs to be done to stop the
spread of AIDS and find a cure.

You Can Help!
Gary’s goal this year is $5,000. Please
consider making a donation of any
amount so a cure can be found and this
disease can be eradicated in our lifetime.
Contributions can be made at
www.545.com. And of course, anyone
who is interested in participating in the
ride is more than welcome to talk to
Gary to find out more! You can reach
Gary at (714) 264-8778 or by email to
gary@gravescom.com.

Fullerton College Kayak Club of 1938
Now that the rains have started, above is
a photo of the Fullerton College Kayak
Club taking advantage of the flooded
streets of Fullerton during the Great
Flood of 1938. The Great Flood motivated the building of Prado Dam, Brea Dam,

Fullerton Dam, and Carbon Canyon
Dam. Even though storms in 1969 and
2005 had more rain they caused very little
damage compared to the Great Flood.
http://libraryfchistory.fullcoll.edu/pho
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD
HIGHLIGHTS
by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School
District Board meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th
Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,
1051 W. Bastanchury Rd. • 714-870-2800.
See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net
NEXT BOARD MEETING JANUARY 12 AT 7:30PM

No Child Left Behind Becomes
Every Student Succeeds
On December 10th President Obama signed the congressionally approved reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA), otherwise known as No
Child Left Behind (NCLB). The ESEA was federal legislation
originally created in 1965 and reviewed every 5 years by
Congress. It is the nation’s first federally mandated foray into
funding education, it was originally conceived to support and
enrich low income children who require additional funding to
get the most out of their education.
Over the subsequent years, few people considered the
expanding Title I provisions or the slow expansion of fiscal
support to help English learners, and in the 1990’s, it created
a set of academic standards of achievement, originally to be
determined by individual states. When President George W.
Bush reauthorized the ESEA in 2002, the federal government
gave it a new name and expanded its role in education considerably. No Child Left Behind (NCLB) set federally mandated
yearly standardized tests, annual yearly progress (AYP) growth
percentages, and punitive measures to take against “nonperforming schools” who did not achieve these one size fits all
measurements.
NCLB did a few really good things, it brought attention to
the dismal fact that the achievement gap between middle and
upper class children and low income children had only
increased over the 35 years that the ESEA had existed. Despite
the inflexible APY standards and the ultimate exposure that
many states dropped to “teaching to the test”, the fact is that
this bill, and its vital funding sources, forced many states and
underprivileged schools to invest training and much needed
funding to address this educational inequity. The over emphasis on test scores was simplistic and not necessarily a true
assessment of the learning taking place. It also backfired by
creating a generation of graduates that businesses claim are
unprepared for the changing job force that exists in a country
that is moving from a manufacturing economy to a creative,
problem solving career environment.
The bipartisan reauthorization renamed Every Student
Succeeds Act (ESSA) is reminiscent of the original ESEA of 15
or 20 years ago by giving the states control over fiscal spending, educational standards and how much the required annual tests will count toward a school’s rating. New California
school rankings will include more than just test statistics, possibly including parent and student input concerning transparency and school climate. State educational standards do
not have to be Common Core, but must be comparable to
Common Core. Teacher assessment is still undecided and
being discussed at state as well as the federal level. The changes
will be implemented in 2017.
I think the initial reports of the ESSA positively reflect the
shift to more local control over federal fund spending, updating state standards, and removing the incredible weight of all
or nothing annual testing from the ranking arena. Education’s
main goal should always be to prepare children to be able to
learn skills necessary to follow their dreams and passions in
ways that allow them to economically and socially support
themselves and add to our society. Students can learn when
they feel safe, have multiple educational opportunities, and
additional support to follow their goals and ultimately become
young people equipped to make their dreams reality.

Fullerton School District

Transitional Kindergarten
Parent Information Meetings
•Feb 2, 9am: Sunset Lane Elementary
2030 Sunset Lane

•Feb 2, 6pm: Raymond Elementary
517 N. Raymond
Children who turn five-years-old between Sept. 2 and Dec. 2
are eligible for the program.
Spanish & Korean Translation will be available.
Call Trang Lai at 714-447-2805 for information

EDUCATION & COLUMNISTS
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Kids Rule! by Francine V. © 2016
HERE COMES EL NIÑO!
Hello everyone, Happy New Year! Have you heard
about “El Niño”? If you haven’t you must read my
article!
I was watching news with my mom and dad when
I first learned about El Niño. I thought it was a place.
I couldn’t believe it was a climate phenomenon. The
meteorologist announced on TV that we should
expect rain everyday this week as a result of the El
Niño.
I wanted to know more about El Niño so I decided to do my research. I learned from www.weatherwizkids.com that El Niño is a climate pattern wherein the water in the Pacific Ocean gets hotter in a big
way and affects the atmosphere and weather all over
the world. It brings more rain in the United States
especially in California and warmer winter temperatures in the east coast.
Wow! Is El Niño the solution to our drought problems? As you can see, even our city, Fullerton, is
affected by drought. We need the rains so badly.
However, I learned that there will be TOO much
water! We should expect floods to happen. I have
heard about people collecting sandbags to protect
their areas from floods.
Kids, here are some of the things I thought we
should do to protect ourselves from El Niño:
1) Make sure you have rain boots, rain coats,
and umbrellas.
2) Bring extra snacks in case our parents will be
late to pick us up due to traffic caused by the
rain or you’re stranded at school.
3) Do not play in the rain because it will be
freezing cold and you will get sick.

Hope you enjoy my article.
Get yourself prepared for El Niño before it’s too late!
4) If you are old enough to have a cellphone make
sure it has enough charge before you leave for
school so you can call your parents in case of
emergency.
•FUN FACT!!! Did you know that El Niño means
Yes, it is.
I learned from
Christ Child?
climatekids.nasa.gov that the fishermen gave this
name to this phenomenon because El Niño usually
begins around Christmastime.
Francine is a local 9-year-old student who enjoys writing,
video games, playing piano, composing music and playing
with friends and family.

“Speaking of... by C.C. Lee © 2016
New Year Resolutions
What makes a good New Year totally did not expect to see. The
Resolution—and what makes it scene was definitely worth the
effective? Most people define it as long exhausting hike. My initial,
a goal or idealistic dream that somewhat reluctant, attitude
they hope to achieve during the about hiking quickly turned into
New Year. A very common resolu- excitement, and I could not wait
tion for people of all ages is to for the next day.
pledge to work on eating healthiToward the end of the week,
er. Many people hope to become when we had pretty much
more fit and go to the gym more explored everything Lake Havasu
often. Students hope to get better had to offer during the winter
grades, and to stop procrastinat- time, we decided to drive about
ing.
70
miles
to
However, we all “The new year Laughlin, Nevada
know that none of that
stands before because it was fairly
can actually become a
close by. There we
us, like a
reality without lots of
had a chance to visit
chapter in a
effort. Sometimes the
the so-called “mini
path to success may book, waiting Las Vegas.”
change,
though, to be written.
My parents deciddepending on what
ed we would drive to
We can help the Davis Dam—
happens along the way.
New,
unexpected write that story which is at the other
by setting
events may arise and
end of the Colorado
enlighten,
but
River where the
goals.”
tragedies often lead to
water flows to the
–Melody Beattie
new roads as well.
Hoover Dam—then
I spent a week of
catch a buffet dinner
winter break in Lake Havasu City, before returning to Lake Havasu.
Arizona. Other than visiting the However, planning sometime
London Bridge, I have to admit doesn’t work out perfectly, and
that there wasn’t much to do miscommunication between famthere. Therefore, my family and I ily members is often inevitable.
spent two days hiking along mulThe moment we found parking
tiple trails amidst the sandy and near a trail to the Davis Dam,
rocky desert. It seemed there was conflict arose immediately.
not much to expect when hiking Apparently, what my father
in the desert either, other described as a quick walk to the
than…sand, dry plants and rocks dam for pictures and back, was
and more sand.
actually a two-hour walk
However, when we reached the roundtrip. Deciding to go would
end of the trails on our first day of mean skipping lunch, since it was
hiking, we were greeted by an already one in the afternoon, and
absolutely breathtaking view of no one had eaten yet. An arguthe Colorado River, something I ment soon arose about the mis-

communication, with each of us
accusing one another of being
misinformed or not listening to
the others—the typical family
argument, I’d say. No one was
happy anymore, and the mood of
what was supposed to be an exciting trip to the dam became a chore
to trudge all the way to the dam
for pictures. We didn’t walk
together either, but, instead, split
between my parents and my sister
and me. I realized that the initial
problem of whether we still wanted to walk or not was forgotten,
but, instead, replaced by arguments and accusations, and turned
the whole trip into an unhappy
event. (Eventually, we made up
during dinner!)
On December 31, 2015, our
last day of vacation, my family and
I sat at the dinner table and listed
all of our New Year Resolutions—
for one another. There were things
that we agreed we all needed to
work on—controlling our tempers, being kinder to each other,
etc., as well as specific things we
saw throughout the year that
should be improved. Call us
cliché, but my mother made a list
for each person and made us sign
it, herself included of course.
Moral of the story: we should all
really take advantage of the new
year to improve our lives, as well as
others. Make resolutions realistic
and achievable, and reward yourself when you do succeed. Of
course, the path to success is
always unpredictable, and challenges are surely awaiting. It’s up
to us to make lemonade out of
lemons, even if it may be sour at
first. Let’s make 2016 an exciting
year—for everyone!
C.C. Lee is a high school freshman
from Fullerton who enjoys acting,
singing, writing and traveling.
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Climbing Coyote Hills
An old year has come and gone. A new
year has arrived. To kick start the new
year, my family decided to take a hike in
the open part of West Coyote Hills, also
known as the Robert E. Ward Nature
Preserve. According to the website
CityofFullerton.com, the nature preserve
was “named for a past Fullerton mayor
who worked to keep a part of the West
Coyote hills (510 acres) in a natural state.”
Coyote Hills has been in the news a lot
lately, so I wanted to show Fullerton residents what the region looks like while it’s
still undeveloped.
I also wanted to mention that the
organization, Friends of Coyote Hills,
hosts a nature walk once a month for families. To find out more information about
these events, visit www.coyotehills.org.
The Nora Kuttner Trail takes hikers and
bikers through the Robert E. Ward
Nature Preserve, beginning around

Castlewood Drive and North Parks Road
and stretching to North Euclid Street.
My family started at the Euclid
entrance. We parked at a nearby church,
hiked up the narrow dirt path and photographed the area. I happened to spot a
photographer with his own professional
camera taking pictures of the cacti and
other brush.
At the beginning of the trail, a sign
reads “Trail Courtesy,” telling horseback
riders, hikers and bikers to yield to one
another. My family was starting to embark
on our hike when we noticed a lady from
the church come out and walk toward our
car, so we hopped back in the vehicle and
drove to the opposite side of Coyote Hills
on North Parks Road.
On the drive over to the other side of
the nature preserve, I used my Panasonic
camera to film out the window of our car.
Driving underneath an overpass on North
Gilbert Street, we passed the burned area
of Coyote Hills. The hills are barren on
both sides of the road and the trees are
dispersed. It looks like something out of a
science-fiction movie.
Turning down Castlewood Drive, the
scenery changes to a lush landscape with
cacti and coyote brush. As we were driving
down the road, I opened my window and
filmed the area that wasn’t charred. After
parking on a side street, we walked to the
other entrance of the Nora Kuttner Trail.
Strolling down the sidewalk, I noticed a
green and white sign reading, “Open
Coyote Hills”, which made me want to
photograph the undeveloped area while it
is still in its natural state. We had picked a
clear day to visit, so I was able to see
At Left: The path begins with a steep slope
leading up to a series of eucalyptus trees.
Below: The Nora Kuttner Trail winds
through cacti and other drought resistant
plants.

REGISTRATION
IS NOW OPEN!
• INDOOR & OUTDOOR LESSONS
• PRE-COMPETITIVE CLASSES
• WATER POLO SKILLS CLASSES
• PARENT & TOT LESSONS

On the clearest day, visitors to Coyote Hills can see all of Orange County and even as far
as the San Gabriel and San Bernardino mountain ranges.
beyond a small valley in Coyote Hills all
the way to the San Gabriel and San
Bernardino mountain ranges.
The dirt path begins with a steep slope
up toward a series of trees. I saw bicyclists
pedaling quickly to advance up the slope.
Visitors can view California sagebrush
and southern willow scrub as they climb
the hill. We were also able to hear the
sound of crickets chirping in the middle
of the afternoon. The trees appeared to be
eucalyptuses.
The trail seemed to be a popular place
for bikers, since a whole line of them rode
passed us as we were hiking. If you’re fortunate, you might even spot a few birds,
like the coastal cactus wren or the
California quail. Coyote Hills also happen to be a “wintering ground for hawks
and harriers” according to the City of
Fullerton website.
After climbing a smaller, steeper hill, we
were at the zenith of the Nora Kuttner
Trail. From the top, we were able to see
the mountains, almost all of Orange
County and even as far as the Pacific
Ocean.
I used my camera’s panorama shot feature to take a picture of the whole landscape. Climbing down was a bit of a challenge, but we were able to find some
footholds and reach the flatter part of the
trail. The small ledge that we used to
reach flatter ground looked great in black
and white. Glancing back at the photograph, I noticed that shadows from the
trees covered the ground, making it look
like an image from an Alfred Hitchcock
film.
Hiking through the dirt valleys and
scrawny bushes reminded me of Arizona.

From the trail, we were also able to spot a
barbed-wire fence that blocked off a
whole section of Coyote Hills. Visitors
can choose to continue along the path to
the Euclid entrance. However, my family
decided to turn around and head back the
way we came.
In little spots off the trail and between
the vegetation, we were able to look out
over the whole city of Fullerton and past
the 91 freeway. The trail wound through
the trees and covered the area in shadow,
making it colder as we hiked back to
Castlewood Drive. In order to film the
parts of the video that look more like a
bike ride than a hike, I jogged with my
camera in front of me as I recorded.
Before exiting the nature preserve, we
stopped to look at the cacti one last time.
It was much easier climbing down that
first steep slope than it was going up.
However, in order to film the scenery, I
slowly and steadily hiked sideways down
the hill toward the entrance where the
sign marking the Kuttner Trail was
placed.
We sauntered down the sidewalk back
to our car and drove home. I sorted
through my photographs and video clips.
Afterward, I uploaded them to my computer and into my moviemaking program. It is very easy to access my video.
You do not have to go to the trouble of
typing in that hideously long URL.
Instead, visit the Fullerton Observer website www.fullertonobserver.com, click on
the front page of the current issue, scroll
down to this column and either click on
or type in the following link:

https://youtu.be/w2aLKl2ikQQ
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Hot Water Solutions by Denny Bean
How many times do you turn on a hot sink, there is a solution (ugh). For many
water faucet in your home and wait for years, we’ve had a device in our master
the warm water to arrive? There are solu- bath that, on demand, sends the cold
tions to this problem that may not only water back to the hot water tank via the
save homeowners time and money, but cold water line. If you were to look under
will also contribute to saving water and our sink you would see that the hot water
line has been connected to the cold water
helping the environment.
We live in a tract of homes in Fullerton line via a pump/sensor/actuator/valve.
where the hot water tank is on one side of This has been made possible by removing
the house and the bathrooms are located the existing angle stops (valves) and
on the opposite side. In most cases this replacing them with ones that allow for
distance is approximately 60 feet and with these additional connections.
When one arrives in the bathroom, the
the ups, downs, and turns the length of
button is pushed and while
pipe is closer to 70 feet. If you
There are
one is doing their business,
do the math on the volume of
a half-inch cylinder, there’s savings beyond the cold hot water is pumped
back to the hot water tank
approximately 2.6 gallons of
what the
and when the fresh hot water
water in the pipe. This water
homeowner
arrives, the process ends and
will go into the sewer line
realizes as the you may wash your hands
while the warm water is arriving. A study based on wasting impact on the immediately. Of course if
is the event, one
20 gallons of water a day
environment bathing
pushes the button and by the
amounted to 7,200 gallons a
is less,
time you’ve undressed, the
year.
and
this is
hot water is at the shower
There is a way to help defeat
head or tub faucet. An added
this waste and if you go to the
especially
is that there is a
web site for the Metropolitan
critical when feature
remote button that comes
Water District of Southern
California you’ll see that the the City has to with the system that can be
get back to
placed elsewhere in the resiavailable water supply is less
than half of normal. So, if the 1990 emission dence up to a distance of 70
feet from the installation.
44,000 residences of Fullerton
levels in
The cost savings to the
could save 7,200 gallons of
less than
homeowner amounts to $159
water per year, that would
four years.
per year in not wasting 7,200
amount to more than 300 bilgallons of water, paying the
lion gallons. Of course that’s
sewage fee, and natural gas to
the best case and when you
factor in all the apartments, condos, and heat the water. The gas savings is inhanced
small residences where there are short dis- by not introducing outside cold water to
tances between the hot water tank and the the hot water tank, but returning the
end point, there is probably much less water within the residence which is at the
ambient temperature of the residence.
waste.
The City saves on not having to pump
However, for those of us who grow tired
of waiting for the hot water to arrive at the and treat the water. The wastewater treat-

Porter Ranch Gas Leak Update
California Governor Brown declared a
state of emergency on January 6 at the
massive ongoing natural gas leak spewing
65,000 tons of methane into the air so far,
affecting the nearby Porter Ranch community. The EPA is investigating what is
being called one of the worst environmental disasters in years.
SoCal Gas company employees noticed
a leak in a well in the Aliso Canyon
Underground Storage Facility on October
23. The facility, which stores natural gas
from 100 wells, is located a mile from the
Porter Ranch community at the edge of
the San Fernando Valley. Despite that distance, invisible Methane gas fumes were
released at nearly 60,000 kilograms per
hour and engulfed the housing development. Due to actions taken by SoCal Gas
the leak is now releasing 30,300 per hour
according to the California Air Resources
Board. The governor’s order bans SoCal
Gas from injecting more gas into the storage site and orders daily inspections and
regular testing and monitoring of air quality by an independent party as it works to

plug the leak. SoCal Gas estimates that
work will take until late Feb. or March.
2,200 families have been relocated to
temporary housing and 7,000 people are
waiting to be relocated. When they
bought their homes in Porter Ranch, few
had any idea they were moving so close to
one of the largest gas-storage facilities in
the country. The Aliso Canyon facility is
one cubic mile buried a mile and a half
below ground. Many would like to sell
and move but feel trapped because of the
situation.
SoCal Gas decided to drill two relief
wells to reduce the pressure. The first well
drill began Dec. 4 and the second is
expected to begin by January 20.
Speculation locates the leak from a 61year-old 7-inch ruptured pipe 500 feet
below the surface.
According to an LA Weekly article, the
well lacked a working safety valve, which
had been removed in 1979. If the safety
valve had been in place SoCal Gas could
have shut the well down and prevented
the fumes from escaping. DOGGR

Under sink water heater returns cold water to the hot water tank so less water is wasted.
ment facility saves on not having to treat
the wasted water. Southern Cal Edison
saves 1,689 kilowatt-hours of electricity,
one ton of carbon dioxide emissions and
0.074 tons of nitrogen oxide voided. The
Gas Company will save 78 therms of natural gas, one ton of carbon dioxide emissions and 0.002 tons of nitrogen oxide
avoided. (The values used in the paragraph were taken from the Metlund
Systems web site.)
In another study it was thought that the
water wasted per home would amount to
26-29.7 gallons per day which means that
the wasted water could amount to as
much as 10,692 gallons per year. This is
an increase of 48.5% — which means that
the figures in the above paragraph could
be inflated by that percentage. This
means a lot to those who install the system
as they would save $236 per year allowing
them to cover the cost of the system in less
than two years.

So, there are savings beyond what the
homeowner realizes as the impact on the
environment is less, and this is especially
critical when the City has to get back to
1990 emission levels in less than four
years.
The device we use is a product of
Metlund Systems which can be found on
the internet. I’m sure there are other
manufacturers also. But be careful,
because there can be a great range of
prices for the system. For example, the
Metlund product is listed for approximately $500, but I found that other sellers are marketing the same device for
nearly twice the amount.
Perhaps the City Energy Commission
could examine this issue further and propose a subsidy to those installing the system as it provides a great savings in water
use and in the energy required to deliver
wasted water.

records show the well was last inspected in
October 2014.
According to SoCal Gas executive
Rodger Schwecke, who spoke at a public
meeting, the valve was old and leaking
and the company decided not to replace it
because it was not a critical well. Critical
wells are defined by state law as those
being 300 feet from homes. The leaking
well is about a mile away so is not considered a critical well.
Erin Brockovich of Weitz & Luxenberg,
only one of the several firms suing,
addressed a massive crowd at a local
megachurch on Dec. 9th. The LA Unified
School District voted to close two schools

and relocate 1,900 students and staff. The
FAA declared a no-fly zone over the area.
LA Mayor Garcetti called it an environmental disaster that makes you question
the long-term sustainability of a carbonbased power system.
SoCal Gas says according to its measurements of the air in the community
there are no toxins above the allowed limits. Reports of sickness including bloody
noses, headaches, and nausea are attributed to the rotten-egg smelling odorant
added to the natural gas.
See the youtube video of the plume at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7KB9UBCJUY

Lessons from Porter Ranch by Manuel Bass
As a geologist and former employee of a
major oil company I listen to the news
about the gas leak in the Porter Ranch
area with more than idle curiosity. I have
great respect for the technology of companies that extract natural hydrocarbon
resources, and that respect includes a prudent appreciation of the limitations of
that technology. As the leak extended into
weeks and now months, it became clear
that it entailed more than what a plumber
could fix.
It required drilling to detect the underground source of the leak in a faulty well.
That leak can’t be fixed, so, as I understand it, two relief wells are proposed to
pump away the gas faster than it can leak
out of the faulty well.
As a Fullertonian more than causally
interested in the fate of West Coyote Hills
(WCH), I visualize the more than 300
wells under those hills that are, not just
aging, but subject to the whims of fate
from the active faults under the hills. They

are rated by the State of California as
among the most dangerous faults in the
state due to the potential damage they are
capable of causing.
To my knowledge, the leaking well near
Porter Ranch has no houses in the area
immediately over the well. The public
complaints are from those who live downwind, and winds blow in all directions.
The City of Fullerton has approved a
plan for Chevron to build 760 homes on
the WCH. So far only one well has gone
haywire in the Porter Ranch area. The
potential residents in the homes on the
WCH, should they materialize, have better than 300 to 1 odds of one day suffering the fate of Porter Ranch residents.
These wells are not a dog that can be kept
on a leash. Reassurances from Chevron,
no matter how sincere and well-intended,
could one day evaporate if the fates are
not kind. In that case, what possible liabilities could the City of Fullerton, which
has given the go-ahead, incur?
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Winter Watering Schedule & Water Heroes
At the City Council Meeting on
December 15, 2015, a winter watering
schedule was approved by the City
Council, limiting outdoor watering of
lawn and other turf areas to one day per
week, effective immediately through April
30, 2016, as additional measures of the
third phase of Fullerton’s drought
response plan.
The new schedule permits watering
before 8am and after 4pm, for even
addresses on Saturdays, and odd addresses
on Sundays. There is no watering allowed
Monday through Friday. Watering duration is limited to no more than five minutes per station for non-conserving sprinkler nozzles, and no more than fifteen
minutes per cycle for up to two cycles per
station for high efficiency sprinkler nozzles. Drip lines and hand watering of
plants and trees are encouraged during the
early mornings and evenings.
“Since we are entering our wet season
and expecting heavy rains, it’s imperative
that we continue to cut back excess use of
water,” explained Dave Schickling,
Fullerton’s Water System Manager. “Since
most landscapes require less supplemental
irrigation during winter months this is a
great opportunity for Fullerton residents
to do their part. Although we have

reached a total savings of 23 percent to
date, we have not yet achieved our 28 percent mandated goal by the state. As a
community, we need to continue working
together towards our target goal in
February and continue monitoring our
use,” said Schickling.
“Many residents have cut back significantly in their water usage, and the City
of Fullerton wants to celebrate their
efforts and share their water saving tips as
Fullerton’s ‘Water-Saving Heroes’. We
want to highlight the stories of those citizens who have made significant strides in
their water conservation habits--landscaping updates, hardware replacement, and
even simple habit changes,” continued
Schickling. “These Fullerton residents are
making a valiant effort to conserve this
resource and deserve recognition.”
Interested individuals may contact
Phuong Nguyen at (714) 738-2835 for
further information about the WaterSaving Heroes Recognition Program.
For more information regarding
Fullerton’s drought response plan, updates
on outdoor watering restrictions, and an
application for the Water-Saving Heroes
Recognition Program, please visit
www.fullertonwaterconservation.com.

EL NIÑO & CALIFORNIA’S WATER FUTURE
If you're like me, you're concerned
about our state's water future. After four
years of severe drought, even the El Niño
season we're having won't bring our water
storage back up to average levels.
The Union of Concerned Scientists is
working to shine a light on the big water
policy decisions coming up in 2016, and
help scientists and the public get involved
in these critical processes. Join the webinar to find out how these decisions are
made and what you can do to make our
water systems sustainable into the future.
The Tipping Point—How 2016 Will
Shape California's Water Future
Thursday, January 14, 2016
10am-11am (PST)
Presenters include Union of Concerned
Scientists California and western states
director Adrienne Alvord, and Dr. Juliet
Christian Smith, climate scientist, UCS.
This year alone, two sets of rules will
come out that will shape large parts of our
water infrastructure for the next 50-100
years:
•The
Sustainable
Groundwater

Management Act (passed in 2014)
requires local areas to plan and operate
sustainable groundwater systems for the
first time ever. Since California currently
gets up to half its water from this single
source, it's critical these regulations reflect
the best science available.
•Billions of dollars from the Prop 1
bond passed by California voters in 2014
will be given out this year to fund water
supply infrastructure projects. The
requirements for these projects should
include accounting for a changing climate, but right now, they don't.
In early 2016, the details for both of
these projects will be released for public
review.
Register today for the webinar to find
out how you can help put California on a
sustainable water path this year at:
http://action.ucsusa.org/site/Survey?SUR
VEY_ID=34413&ACTION_REQUIRE
D=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS
&autologin=true
Coreen Weintraub
Western States Outreach Coordinator
Union of Concerned Scientists

SIMPLE FIX FOR CROOKED TEETH
When teeth are crooked, chipped, or
overlapping, individuals may hesitate
or even forgo visiting the dentist or
orthodontist in the belief that treatment would be too expensive. The fact
is, however, that damaged and out-ofposition teeth can often be remedied
without orthodontic treatment,
veneers, or crowns. The cosmetic technique known as “tooth reshaping and
contouring” is a minimally invasive,
relatively inexpensive procedure that
involves removal of a small bit of tooth

enamel in order to alter the length,
shape, or position of teeth. The treated
teeth are then polished for a smooth
finish. Tooth reshaping and contouring is most often used on the upper
front incisors and canines, but may
also be employed to correct bite imbalances involving the molars.
Feel free to contact us with any questions about correcting crooked teeth,
or to schedule a consultation. We share
our knowledge and understanding of
oral health with every patient.

Capturing Rain by Sinh Dang
With all water saving projects completed, we saved 6,800 gallons of water on our
December bill, and 7,700 gallons in
October (compared to last year). We
wanted to save more water during this El
Niño season, so we looked into buying a
rain barrel to take advantage of the SoCal
Water District rebate program.
We went to Home Depot to buy a rain
barrel, but the sales associate said they
don’t sell it in the store, you have to purchase it online, but shipping is free. So we
went home, got on HomeDepot.com and
selected the 55-gallon Big Blue. As we
checked out, the price including tax was
$91.07, and the rebate would be $75.
Not a bad deal. However, the charge to
ship to our home was $55, so we elected
to have it shipped to Fullerton Home
Depot for free.
A few days later we received an email
notifying us that the barrel was ready for
pickup at the store. We had a little problem fitting it in our car, but we managed
to carry it home okay. However, this rain
barrel was not what we expected as it had

only two opening holes on top; one 3
inch and one 4 inch in diameter across
from each other. In order for us to collect
rain water running down from our patio,
we needed the ability to remove the entire
lid. So, we had to carry it back and return
it. The process was easy.
We ended up using our trash can, 3
buckets and all the white containers we
could find in our storage shed. Picture
above shows the water we collected just
during the first El Niño rain on 1/5/2015.
We don’t know what we will do with more
rain in the next few days!

Rain Barrels
SoCal Water$mart offers various rebates
starting at $75/barrel or $300/cistern at
http://socalwatersmart.com/. Many nearby cities (not Fullerton, yet) host barrel
distributions for their residents in partnership with Rain Barrels International.
These barrels sell at local retailers for
$130-$150, but through these truckload
sales, you can preorder rain barrels at a
reduced price of $85 each. Ordering deadlines vary. Call 919-602-6316 for info.

Weapons at San Onofre
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
has granted authority to security forces at
San Onofre and Diablo Canyon nuclear
power plants in California and four
nuclear power plants in New York, as well
as their dry cask spent fuel storage facilities to use weapons in performance of
their official duties regardless of local,
state or federal restrictions, per authority
of the Energy Policy Act of 2005.
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THEATER/ART/MUSIC NEWS

THEATER
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT
CASTING CALL JAN. 15

Students from all high schools are invited
to audition for a role in the original new
musical Fallen Victim by Michael Noor.
Additions begin at 3:30pm, Friday, Jan. 15
at Troy High School Room 418.
Performances are March 11 & 12. For
more info contact Michael Noor at fallenvictimthemusical@gmail.com

MYSTERIUM THEATER
AT THE LA HABRA DEPOT
311 S. Euclid Ave., La Habra
Tickets: 562-697-3311
www.mysteriumtheater.com
•MAGIC SHOW Jan. 29 & 30, 8pm
•NAATHAN PHAN THE MAGIC
ASIAN MAN Jan. 31 at 2pm
•HANGING OF MARY SURRATT
Feb 19, 20, 21, 26 & 27, 8pm

STAGES THEATER
400 E. Commonwealth, Fullerton
Tickets: 714-525-4484
www.stagesoc.org
•ALL MY SONS written by Arthur
Miller, directed by Joe Parrish, opens Jan.
15 and plays through Feb. 21, Fri & Sat at
8am, Sun at 2pm. Set in post World War II,
the play examines the relationship between
fathers and sons and the price of living the
American Dream, ethics and taking responsibility for one’s actions.
•FLEDGLING a staged reading of a
play written by Colleen McCandless Sat.
Jan. 16 at 4pm. Six months after the sudden death of his mother, 12-year-old Bran
and his family are now also losing their
home. His father is coping by not talking
and his sister is coping by yelling.
•MISSED CONNECTIONS conceived
by Jill Johnson plays Sun, Jan 17 at 6pm. A
night of dramatic readings of some of the
most ridiculous postings from Craigslist
cast with the OC StoreFront.

CLAYES PERFORMING
ARTS CENTER
Cal State University Fullerton
800 N. State College, Fullerton
Tickets: 657-278-3371
www.arts.fullerton.edu
•THE MIRACLE WORKER by
William Gibson, directed by Joseph Arnold
opens Feb. 19 and plays thru March 12 in
the Hallberg Theatre.

Putting the ART in Heart by Caitlin Orr
Fullerton School District’s and the All based on hand-drawn artwork of
the Arts for All the Kids Foundation’s Orangethorpe’s students.
Master Mosaics Club is having another
In 2015, the club created their second
incredible school year! This unique after mural installment for St. Jude Medical
school program teaches students how to Center, “Community, Caring, and
create mosaics and equally about the busi- Companionship,” featuring a series of
ness of designing and selling art.
gorgeous parrots flying through a
Amy Mudagucci, a 6th grader at Sunset mosaicked sky. This masterpiece is locatLane, says that one of the reaed at the entrance of the St.
sons this mosaics class is so
Jude Cancer Treatment
Over the
special is that along with cusCenter off of Harbor
tomer service, “we also learn
last two years, Boulevard. The young artists
about the installation of the
were also commissioned by
this group
murals and it’s fun because
the City of Fullerton to crehas designed,
we feel professional even
ate the “Favorite Things”
created, and
though we are still kids.” She
mural that is featured in the
says that arts education is an
Council Chambers at City
installed
essential part of her studies as
Hall. This piece features
over three
it helps her calm down and
individual circles that were
large-scale
focus in school.
handcrafted by different stumosaics
Over the last two years,
dents to highlight their
this group has designed, crefavorite historical landmarks
throughout
ated, and installed over three
of Fullerton.
the city of
large-scale mosaics throughIn both 2014 and 2015,
Fullerton.
out the city of Fullerton, parthe Mosaic Club showcased
ticipated in several art walks,
their original mosaic mirrors
and is currently working on
and fused glass ornaments for
custom mosaic projects for both Golden Art Walks at both The Magoski Arts
Hill and Maple Elementary schools.
Colony and lolo a boutique. Student
In 2014, the Mosaics group designed artists donated the proceeds from sales of
and created the “Circles of Love” mural their work to All the Arts for All the Kids
for St. Jude Medical Center. You can find Foundation in support of arts education.
it in the east skywalk tower that crosses
For the last few months, the club has
over Harbor Boulevard. In the same year, directed much of its energy into creating
they also completed an incredible 24 foot one of the five-foot-tall mosaic hearts for
long orca whale mural for Orangethorpe the “All the Hearts” project for the
Elementary, featuring fused glass designs Foundation. Each year, these hearts are
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on display in Downtown Fullerton and
help raise awareness, funds and support
for arts education in Fullerton. Having
the students in the Mosaic Club put
their personal stamp and work into this
year’s project is truly inspirational.
The Mosaic Club’s heart is the first
student project to be donated to the All
the Arts art auction and Lauralyn
Eschner, director of Visual and
Performing Arts at the Fullerton
School District and also the founder of
the foundation, is thrilled! The heart
project and the foundation are constantly evolving. This year is extra special because what started as a fundraiser for art classes for the students is now
being funded with the help of the students themselves.
Lauralyn says, “It’s so transformative
to see this project come full circle. Not
only are we continuing to raise funds
for arts education in our schools, but
we have grown in a way that allows us
to offer these unique after-school programs where the students not only
learn a craft but also about the business
side of selling art. And for them to use
that position to give back to the foundation that is supporting them is truly
inspiring!”
About the donated heart, 5th grader
Megan Song of Sunset Lane says, “This
heart is amazing! We’ve been working
really hard on it and it’s turning out
pretty good. Everyone is really helpful
to each other in class.” Lindsay Bridges,
a 6th grader at Sunset Lane, feels the
same: “This heart is beautiful. It looks
stunning!”
The annual Heart Project will be
gracing downtown Fullerton by the
start of February 2016 and will culminate at the Art Auction XXII on
Saturday, April 16, 2016 in the
Fullerton Museum Plaza. All hearts are
available for presale before being auctioned at the event. For more information on the All the Arts for All the Kids
Foundation, the Monster Mosaics
Club, the Auction, or to purchase a
heart, please visit www.allthearts.org.
To keep up with the foundation’s work
and events you can also find them on
Facebook (“All the Arts for All the Kids
Foundation”) and Twitter (“alltheartsfound”)!

Latino
Americans:
500 Years of
History Lecture
Focuses on
Mariachi
Come learn about the lively history
of mariachi music from expert Dr.
Alicia Doyle, Associate Professor of
Musicology at California State
University, Long Beach. The event
starts at 7pm, Wednesday, January 20
in the Osborne Auditorium at the
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth.
The lecture will focus on mariachi
from its colonial and Mesoamerican
roots to traditions carried north to
the United States. A question and
answer section will follow the lecture.
*Latino Americans: 500 Years of
History has been made possible
through a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities and
the American Library Association.
Contact: Andrea Simentalfor more
information at 714-738-3199
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HITS &
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by Joyce Mason
© 2016

THE BIG SHORT: Two Hits
“‘The Big Short’ is Adam McKay’s serrated true-life tragicomedy about four outlier investors.” This accurate
description accompanies all of the advertisements for “The
Big Short,” an unusual and ambitious film that retells the
events leading up to the economic crash of 2008 and features the unexpected soothsayers who predicted it, ending
up with large profits from their financial machinations.
McKay, known for his “Anchorman” movies and for
“Talladega Nights,” read Michael Lewis’s best-selling “The
Big Short: Inside the Doomsday Machine” and envisioned
Lewis’s arcane set of economic events leading to the meltdown as grist for a feature film. McKay’s comic genius
stayed close to the facts but reinvented the narrative by
identifying the complex financial abstractions and explaining them to mainstream audiences through humorous and
inventive scenes.
Penning the screenplay himself, along with Charles
Randolph, McKay envisioned a combination of disparate
media personalities such as Margot Robbie, Selena Gomez
and chef Anthony Bourdain speaking directly to the camera as they explain mortgage-backed securities, credit
default swaps and collateralized debt obligations (CDOs).
Gomez sits at a blackjack table explaining CDOs and why
they didn’t work. Bourdain likens them to 3-day old fish
put into a stew but still smelling bad. Robbie relaxes in a
bubble bath as she tells us about mortgage backed securities.
Wall Street traders and top bank executives are the villains in this tale of huge sums of money lost to middle class
homeowners as the housing market collapses and homeowners lose their houses, now worth less than the mortgages they owe on them. But there is irony in this tragic set
of circumstances. Some outlier pundits saw it all coming,
warned about the impending doom, were ignored, and quietly set about making their own profits by betting against
the success of the exploding real estate market.
The most colorful of these outliers is Dr. Michael Burry
(Christian Bale), no longer practicing medicine but opting
for the more profitable job of hedge fund manager. Hiring
a mathematician, Burry orders him to painstakingly
unbundle some of the mortgage backed securities packages
that are rated triple A, but he suspects contain mortgages
that are already being defaulted. When he finds that his
hunch is correct, he warns the banks and investments companies but is dismissed as a crank and weirdo. He then goes
to Wall Street and Deutsch Bank and buys securities that
bet against the safety of these triple A investment packages
that he feels certain will prove worthless.
Another hedge fund manager aware of the looming
financial disaster is Mark Baum (Steve Carell), but people
dismiss his analysis because he is emotionally distraught
over his brother’s recent suicide. Even his wife (Marisa
Tomei) cautions him not to make financial decisions while
he is grieving the loss of his brother. Baum, however,
claims that he is “only happy when he’s unhappy” and
becomes energized by his grief, sending a team of wary analysts to Florida to see if the housing market is really collapsing, as he suspects it is.
Some amateur hedge fund investors (John Magaro
and Finn Wittrock), working out of their garage, accidently hear about the predictions of Burry and Baum and try to
get in on the scoop. Because their fund is too small— just
$30 million in investment capital— to get an appointment
with Lehman Brothers or Goldman Sacks, they contact a
friend, Ben Rickert (Brad PItt in a cameo role) to represent
them to the large firms. Ben has left Wall Street in disgust
and is happy to assist the two neophyte investors in betting
against mortgaged backed securities.
Narrating much of the film is Jared Vennet (Ryan
Gosling), another trader who suspected that the credit
default swaps were toxic and that an economic collapse
loomed ahead. These outliers were generally ignored by the
big investment companies because even Alan Greenspan
said that housing bubbles were local and the global economy was strong.
McKay admits that “The Big Short” is at the same time
both funny and serious and he enjoys the fact that his
movie defies film categories, because he feels that “film genres are fading away as audiences become more savvy.”

Two Hits: Don’t Miss It!
A Hit & A Miss: You Might Like It.
Two Misses: Don’t Bother.

EVENTS
MON, JAN 11
•7pm-8pm: Every Monday Jam Session at the
Community Room, Fullerton Public Library, 353 W
Commonwealth. Acoustic guitar players and singers
are welcome to join the Fullerton Library’s Acoustic
Guitar Jam Band. Music director is Doug
Featherstone. Music includes pop, rock, folk and your
song selections. Bring your acoustic guitar and singing
voice with sheet music stand. Sign up via email at takastone2@gmail.com. Free. All skill levels welcome.
TUES, JAN 12
•6:30pm: League of Women Voters Forum for the
special vacancy election being held by the North OC
Community College District to fill a short-term
vacancy on the board of trustees due to the resignation
of a trustee. Fine Arts Building, Room 304, Cypress
College, 9200 Valley View St., Cypress.
WED, JAN 13
•8am-1pm: Fullerton Every Wednesday Certified
Farmers Market at Independence Park, next to the
DMV on Valencia between Euclid and Highland.
Fresh produce, eggs, plants, and much more. Every
Wednesday Rain or Shine.
•6pm-8pm: Troy High Open House for current
and prospective students. Q&A student panel in the
lecture hall at 6pm, 6:40pm & 7:20pm. Troy High,
2200 Dorothy Lane, Fullerton.
•6:30pm: Parent Information Meeting at Pacific
Drive School for those wanting info on enrollment,
staffing and classroom environment.
•6:30pm: College Financial Aid Program hosted
by Advance!, north OC’s nonprofit college counseling
center at the Health Center Building, 501 S. Idaho St.,
La Habra. Free to parents and students. Regular free
college financial aid counseling services are available
Tues, Wed, & Thurs from 3:30pm to 7:30pm in Suite
230 of the Health Center Building. Email Fred Lentz
at lentzfred@sbcglobal.net for more info.
FRI, JAN 15
•10am: Senior Winter Dance & Luncheon at the
Fullerton
Community
Center,
340
W.
Commonwealth. Festivities include live music by the 5
Star Band along with homemade beef stew luncheon.
Cost of the lunch is $5 (suggested donation for those
60 & over is $3). Call 714-738-6305 for more info.
SAT, JAN 16
•9am-12pm: MLK National Day of Service on the
campus of Giving Children Hope, 8332
Commonwealth Ave., Buena Park. Services offered
include enrollment in Covered California health insurance, distribution of toys, books collected by Fullerton
Public Library, clothes, food, St Jude health and vision
screening, and enrollments for counselling and mammograms. Hosted by Giving Children Hope, MiNDS,
faith groups, Uplift Charity, Outreach Nation,

League of Women Voters
Study Sessions on
Money in Politics

•January 16 & 23, 10am: Buena Park Library,
7150 La Palma, Ave., Buena Park. Free
•January 28, 10am, at the LWVNOC monthly
Lunch With League meeting at the Meridian Sports
Club, 1535 Deerpark Drive. Fullerton. RSVP for
the
lunch
meeting
online
at
lunchwithleague@lwvnoc.org. $20
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SAT, JAN 16 continued
CAPOC, and YWCA North OC. Last year over 500
families and individuals participated. Civil Rights era
icon Joseph Jackson, Jr. will be present to address the
attendees. He was a formidable figure in the student
desegregation movement. Free
•10:30am-1pm: Children Lego Fun Day at the
Osborne Auditorium, Fullerton Public Library, 353
W. Commonwealth. Legos and Duplos provided. Free
TUES, JAN 19
•6:30pm: City Council Meeting at Fullerton City
Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth.
WED, JAN 20
•8am-1pm: Fullerton Every Wednesday Certified
Farmers Market at Independence Park. Fresh produce, eggs, plants and more. See Jan 13 listing
•4pm-7pm: Teen Book to Movie Club at the Teen
area of the Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth features screening of Mean Girls.
Teens only are invited to read the book beforehand
and come watch the movie, enjoy snacks and discuss.
•7pm-9pm: History of the Mariachi with special
guest performance. Dr. Alicia Doyle, associate professor of Musicology at CSUF Long Beach in a free lecture focusing on mariachi from its colonial and
Mesoamerican roots to traditions carried north to the
US. Fullerton Public Library Osborne Auditorium,
353 W Commonwealth. Free
THURS, JAN 21
•7pm-8pm: Troy Tech Student Focused
Information Night in the North Gym, Troy High
School, 2200 Dorothy Lane, Fullerton.
SAT, JAN 23
•7:15am - 11:45am: Troy High Specialized
Program Testing (TT/B/Honors) for current 8th
graders. Check in at the North Gym. Bring student
photo ID, printout of 8th grade schedule listing current math course and a parent to sign documents. Vsit
www.troyhigh.com/applicants for further info. 2200
Dorothy Lane, Fullerton.
MON, JAN 25
•9am: OCTA Public Hearing on Bus Changes at
OCTA headquarters, 600 South Main St., Orange. If
changes are approved the plan rolls out in June &
October 2016. Call Transit Advocates of OC at 949329-8262 or email transitadvocates@gmail.com with
questions. The Proposed Plan is available at
http://www.octa.net/pdf/OCBus360_Booklet.pdf#pa
ge=5
•7:30pm: North OC Community Concert at First
United Methodist Church, 114 N. Pomona Ave. at
Commonwealth. The Perfect Gentlemen, award-winning world-wide touring group specializing in close
vocal harmony and humor. $20/Adults; $10/students.
Call 714-535-8925 or visit www.northocconcerts.org
for more info.
SAT, JAN 30
•11am-2pm: Annual Snow Day at Brea Dam on
Harbor in Fullerton (next to the golf club). Sign-up
now at www.fullertoneconnect.com or by calling the
Fullerton Community Center at 714-738-6575. Bring
the kids out for a day of fun, playing and sledding in
the snow. Three 75’ sled runs keep the lines moving for
the adventure seekers. Enjoy a toddler play area and
sled run for those 5 and under. Enjoy kids crafts and
games for a nominal fee and food will be available for
purchase. Preregistration is required. Residents: $12
Preregistration; Non-Residents: $15 If it rains the
event date will be switched to February 13.
WED, FEB 3
•8am-1pm:
Fullerton
Farmers Market . See Jan 13
THURS, FEB 4
•6:30pm:
National
Watercolor Society Plein Air
Exhibit Opening at the
Muckenthaler
Cultural
Center, 1201 W. Malvern,
Fullerton. Free
SAT, FEB 6
•12:30pm-4:30pm: Free
Practice SAT/ACT Test at
the Osborne Auditorium,
Fullerton Public Library, 353
W. Commonwealth. Find out
how you will do on the new
tests without affecting your
college record. To reserve your
seat call 714-773-9088 or
email to fullerton@c2educate.com
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REST IN PEACE • WE REMEMBER YOU

John Medina
John Medina, 83, died Saturday
December 12, 2015 in Brea following a
brief illness.
John leaves his wife of 56 years, Myrna
(Cheung) Medina; his sons and their
wives, Michael and Diane Medina of La
Mesa, and Stephen and Akiko Medina of
San Francisco; his son-in-law, Ed Ely; his
brother, Mateo Ocampo Medina; his
cousins, Mario Jimenez and Abraham
Perez; six grandchildren and three great
grandchildren; and many close friends.
He was preceeded in death by his daugh-

ter, Christine Ely; brother, Stephen
Medina; and his mother and father.
Born August 30, 1932 and raised in Los
Angeles, the son of Mateo and Joaquina
(Jimenez) Medina, he resided in Los
Angeles until 1971 when he and his family moved to Fullerton.
After graduating from Loyola High
School in 1950, John attended Loyola
Marymount University where he served in
the school’s Reserve Officer Training
Corps, graduating in 1954 with a bachelor’s degree in Business. He met his wife,
Myrna Cheung, in Los Angeles at a St.
Vincent Nursing School dance and they
were married November 21, 1959 at St.
Columban Church.
He joined the US Air Force in 1954 as
a Second Lieutenant and became certified
as a Jet Fighter Pilot. He served on active
duty until 1958 and continued in the
reserves until he was discharged as a
Captain in 1971.
John has worked for Sears Roebuck,
Carte Blanche, and Paul Munro
Hydraulics as a credit manager. Upon
retirement he served as a docent for the
Fullerton Museum Center and was selected as Docent of the Year in 2006.
John and Myrna have been active
parishioners at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church since moving to Fullerton in
1971. Along with Myrna, he was a coordinator and teacher for the church’s
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine,

RUBY L. NEAL, 97, born in 1918 in Enid, Oklahoma, passed away surrounded by her loving family on December 27 in Fullerton. She was preceded in death
by her husband of 72 years, Grady E. Neal, parents, Crissie and John Morefield;
brothers, Edgar, Leslie, Howard and Jim, and great-grandson Travis Martin. Ruby
is survived by her six children: Grady L. and Suzie Neal, John L. and Melba Neal,
E. Leroy and Gail Neal, Janet and Gary Crockett, Sherrill and Bob Gratner, and
Ramon Neal, 13 grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren, and 10 great-great grandchildren. Services were held Jan 4 with internment following at Loma Vista.

coordinator for the Eucharistic Ministry
for the sick and for the homebound for 11
years, and coordinator for the monthly
breakfast for the needy at Southwest
Community Center in Santa Ana for over
35 years.
Growing up he was an avid motorcyclist
who along with his brother extensively
explored the Los Angeles area. Also an
outdoorsman and athlete, John began
running marathons at age 50 with his
first being the San Francisco Marathon.
He also completed long bike rides. He
spent many seasons camping, hiking,
fishing, backpacking, skiing and exploring in his beloved Sierra Nevada
Mountains. He also traveled to China,
Hong Kong, Korea, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Europe, Japan, and the Holy
Land.
A funeral service was held December
31, 2015 at St. Mary’s Church, Fullerton.
His final resting place will be Holy Cross
Cemetery in Culver City. The family
requests that donations be sent to the
Alzheimer’s Association, Orange County
Chapter at 2515 McCabe Way, Ste 200,
Irvine, CA 92614; (949) 955-9000;
alz.org

LOCAL
CONGREGATIONS
WELCOME YOU

Orangethorpe
Christian
Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor
Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE
FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org
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VETERANS SPOTLIGHT
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THE DONUT SHOP VETS CLUB
by Dede Fernandez

Garrett and Lee Wada, and honoree Robert Wada, with AF Lt. General Steven Kwast
and his wife Joni at the Marine Corps Birthday Ball. General Kwast grew up with Mr.
Wada’s sons Glenn and Garry in La Mirada.

ROBERT M. WADA HONORED
AT THE MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY BALL
Fullerton resident Robert M. Wada was
honored at the 240th Marine Corps
Birthday Ball at Maxwell Air Force Base,
in Montgomery, Alabama. His son Garry
and daughter-in-law Lea accompanied
him. The trip took place in November
2015.
The Marine Corps birthday is celebrated all over the world on November 10th,
even in war areas. At the event Colonel
Kwast honored Mr. Wada for his service
and told a little about his life including
that as a Japanese American citizen he had
been sent to an internment camp, yet
joined the Marines to fight for our country. He also told about Mr. Wada building the Memorial for the Japanese
Americans who died in the Korean War.
General Kwast, he is in charge of the
entire Maxwell Air Force Base, which contains the Air University. It is for advanced
training of officers of all armed forces of
the United States and other countries as

well. He also oversees various inner city
and research centers located elsewhere in
the United States.
While visiting Montgomery, the Wada’s
stayed in officer's quarters and sometimes
ate in the Officer's Club, even for dinner.
When the General was not taking care of
business he joined the Wada’s for meals
and visits around town.
At the event the General and his wife sat
with Mr. Wada and his family.
“The Birthday Ball was such a wonderful experience for me that I could not
believe it was happening after 65 years,”
said Mr. Wada.
Colonel Sean McLay came to Mr.
Wada’s table after the dinner. “He came to
introduce himself and said his mother is
Japanese American and was born in Tule
Lake internment camp,” said Mr. Wada.
“My son Garry put together a short
video of the evening. They had me stand
and gave a short story on my life. JA
Korean War vets, be sure and have your
volume up and listen as the Colonel
makes reference to our Korean War
Memorial for the Japanese Americans
killed in the Korean War.
To
watch
the
video
visit:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLgM
2HcZtTs

At Left:
Mr. Wada enjoys his first taste of
Marine Corps Birthday Cake as an
honoree of the event.
Below: Mr. Wada (at center) with
Army Colonel
Sean McLay
and his wife
Amy. Colonel
McLay’s
Japanese
American mother was born in
Tule Lake,
California
internment
camp. The
Colonel praised
Mr. Wada for
his service and
for building the
Korean War
Memorial for
Japanese
Americans who
fought and were
killed during the
Korean War.

Bright and early, Ventura De La Torre December 1945, amid the German
makes the occasional early morning jour- Panzers and heavy snowfall.
Another longtime Fullerton resident is
ney to meet with a wonderful group of
friends, several of whom are also military Bernie Couch who owned Couch
veterans, to share a cup of coffee and have Printing with his brother, Maury. Bernie
served in the US Navy in the Pacific dura donut.
Of course, they swap stories and long ing WWII; where he was assigned to the
ago memories. They consider themselves Coral Sea, a jeep carrier later renamed the
the “Donut Shop Gang”, and are treated Anzio. He participated in nine major batas very special customers at the S & C tles in the Pacific. Other Fullerton WWII
veterans included Philippe and Gus and
Donut Shop in Fullerton.
the
late
Diego
If you ask any of these
Moreno who as a
men, they will acknowlWWII veteran also
edge with a twinkle in
served with the U.S.
their eye and a mischieArmy in Europe.
vous grin, that they also
Dave Valle, who now
are know as the “Liars
lives in Whittier, was
Club”!
a paratrooper in the
A Fullerton resident
U.S. Army during
where he settled with his
WWII.
young family since 1946,
Other members of
Ventura De La Torre is a
this illustrious club
91-year-old WWII veterinclude Fullerton resan who was 19 years old
idents Bob Green &
when he was drafted into
Scotty
Swan.
the U.S. Army in 1943.
Dominic
Gillotte
After training, Ventura
was with the U.S.
boarded the Queen Mary
Marines during the
I to Scotland with hunVietnam War, served
dreds of other soldiers,
in Cambodia.
In
where they subsequently
addition, this special
traveled south to England
included
group
and on to Europe, a
Ventura De La Torre
Bobby
from
month after “D Day”.
Anaheim,
and
Growing up in La
Habra, he gained training as a truck driv- Salvador from Long Beach.
They have been there for each other
er before the army, and Ventura became a
cannoneer, towing a 105 howitzer cannon during times of celebration, doctor’s
throughout Europe where he participated appointments, V.A. visits, illness and the
in the several major battles in Europe: death of loved ones and beloved friends.
These men are a great example of the
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland,
& Central Europe. He served under American spirit, service to their country,
General George Patton, in the Third and invaluable friendship for each other.
Army, 80th Division, fighting in Bastogne What a wonderful gift they’ve shared, and
during the Battle of the Bulge in thank you for your service!

Free Income Tax Prep for Seniors
Free income tax preparation assistance for low and moderate-income
senior citizens will be offered
Thursdays, beginning February 4,
2016, at the Fullerton Community
Center. Seniors wishing to take advantage of the free service may make
appointments by calling the center at
(714) 738-6305.
Volunteers trained by the Internal
Revenue Service will be at the Center
from 12pm to 3pm. Thursdays,
through April 14, to assist seniors in
the preparation of their individual tax
returns.
The tax assistance program is sponsored by the American Association of

Retired Persons, the IRS, and the State
Franchise Tax Board.
To prepare for appointments, seniors
should bring their Social Security cards
and copies of their previous year's federal and state tax returns. They should
also bring forms for the current year,
including W-2s, 1099s, SSA-1099s,
and other relevant materials reflecting
income and expenses for the year. For
members of Covered California
Health Care, Form 1095A or
Exemption Certificate will need to be
provided.
The Fullerton Community Center is
located at 340 W. Commonwealth
Ave., in Fullerton.

WAR COSTS in Life & Money
California leads the nation with 3,972 soldiers wounded and 731 dead in wars since 2001.

IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

• 151,389 Civilians killed by Violence

www.iraqbodycount.org (1/8/2016)

• 4,495
• 2,379

US Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 11/27/2015)
US Soldiers killed in Afghanistan (1/8/2016) www.icasualties.org

• 32,223
• 17,674

US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports) www.icasualties.org
Iraq 3/2003 to present (no updates since 11/2011)
Afghanistan 10/2001 to present (no updates since 9/2012)

• $1.6
Trillion

Cost of Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (1/8/2016)
(rounded down) (Iraq $819 billion) (Afghanistan $724 billion)
Cost of Military Action Against ISIL $7.7 billion
Pentagon Slush Fund $109 billion www.nationalpriorities.org

Every hour US taxpayers are paying $8.36 million for costs of war since 2001
What Could We Be Doing Instead?
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continued from page 2

Response to Jon Dobrer’s
In Defense of Donald (page 3, Mid Dec)
Jon Dobrer’s article is a humorously
biased testament to how far people can
disfigure Trump’s words. Dobrer is
attempting to make the case that
Trump’s complementing of the Jewish
community, withholding of immigration laws, and temporary ban on
Muslim refugees is somehow the epitome of hate, a foundation for a
dystopia, all the while cherry-picking
and grossly misrepresenting Trump’s
views to you, the reader.
Dobrer’s negative spin on Trump’s
speech to the Jewish Republicans stems
from two short rhetorical appeals, “I’m
a negotiator like you folks were negotiators” and “you’re not going to support me because I don’t want your
money.” Not only were these two hiccups ultimately outnumbered by several completely positive messages about
the crowd, the ADL’s own Jonathan
Greenblatt resolved that Trump’s statements were simply misconstrued,
affirming “After having carefully
reviewed the speech, we do not believe
that it was Donald Trump’s intention
to evoke anti-Semitic stereotypes,”
Greenblatt went on to say “He has
made similar comments about spending his own money on the campaign,
and not asking for money from
donors, to many other groups.” In fact,
the audience itself was almost entirely
business people to begin with, according to The Times of Israel.
Dobrer attempts to vilify Trump for
calling upon Eisenhower’s immigration
plan, “Operation Wetback” because it
has a naughty word in it; Dobrer is forgetting that the derogative word actually came from the operation itself.
Essentially he is trying to defame
Trump for simply calling upon a successful legal move that actual bigots
ripped a word from.
We live in a world were some
Muslims are committing atrocities,
and whether or not the phrase
“Muslim Terrorists” offends you won’t
change this reality. It doesn’t matter
how many Muslim immigrants are
peaceful, it only takes one bad egg to

cause the next tragedy. Trump, in the
footsteps of several presidents, sees the
danger in immigration during these
troubled times, taking the logical move
to close Muslim immigration ONLY
until there is a concrete way to sort out
those who wish to do us harm, because
unfortunately the current system is
beyond broken. At no point did
Trump call to ban Islam on a whole, or
even criticize those already living here
in the slightest.
The rest of Dobrer’s article is his
own opinion spun to sound like fact,
even inventing a wild scenario involving Trump revealing it was all an elaborate rouse. Dobrer speaks through
Trump in a fantasy so full of refuse that
his untruthfulness might have gone
over your head. Quotes such as these
are among the most flawed: “I had no
plan, no program, only the assurance
I’d be terrific” excuse me, but Trump is
composing entire novels on how to fix
America, predicting rises and falls in
our economy and of course outlining
in great detail every aspect of his campaign online, equating to tenfold that
of his biggest rivals, and even if he didn’t have a “plan” Dobrer would like us
to think that being a tremendously
successful business man is not anything
to build assurance upon. This is followed by a make-believe correlation
between “democracy being in peril”
and
locking
out
illegal
immigrants/potential terrorists. Per
usual, Dobrer finishes on the notion
that Trump’s upholding of the law and
basic common sense is somehow the
beginning of fascism, because yes, saying mean things equates to killing
innocent people and installing tyranny.
Nash Scott Fullerton
Jon Dobrer Responds: Indeed, as
Mr Nash asserts, Trump is writing
"novels," and, of course his Jewish
stereotype was not intended as an
attack but was an ingratiation gone
wrong. And it was good of Trump to
teach America a Yiddish vulgarity. That
is my key problem. He is a vulgarian.

• Love the young columnists! Great to
hear what the young generation thinks.
They are giving me hope!
•Thank you for such a nice paper. I’m
enjoying reading it very much. - Thelma
•We just moved to the area and want to

Police were called to the 1100 block of E.
Chapman Ave on a call of a male with a
weapon at 1am, January 6. Officers stopped
suspect Jimmy Lastra, 42, of Artesia, who
matched the description on Commonwealth.
Lastra refused to drop the knife and police
shot non-lethal sponge rounds at him and
then deployed police dog Rotar. Lastra
turned his knife on the dog and police shot
the suspect. He was taken to the hospital

with non-life-threatening injuries. He has an
outstanding warrant for arrest for assault and
battery and is facing several charges related to
this incident. Part of Commonwealth
remained shut down on Wednesday. The
police dog was treated for minor injuries.
OCDA is investigating the shooting. Anyone
with info is asked to call police at 714-7386800 or to provide anonymous info call OC
Crime Stoppers at 1-855-TIP-OCCS.

DRONES AT FIRST NIGHT
Several people called the paper to report
that there were two large drones flying over
the crowd assembled to watch fireworks at
downtown Fullerton’s First Night celebration. It seemed a possibly dangerous situation as they were described weaving in and
around the fireworks as they went off.
Neither police or the airport were aware or
contacted for a permit and no one seems to
know who was manning the drones. If anyone knows please contact the paper at 714525-6402.
Registration with the FAA is mandatory
for all aircraft weighing between .5 pounds
and 55 pounds. The process requires drone
owners to share their name, email, and
address with the agency. There is also a $5
fee, but you can avoid the charge if you register your drone by mid-January.
If you choose not to register your drone
with the government, you are subject to civil
and criminal penalties, which could include
fines up to $250,000 and/or up to three years
of imprisonment.
You can register your drone on the FAA's
website.
The paper also called the local FAA to see
who the drones were registered to and if they
had permission to fly among the fireworks
above the crowd of First Night spectators.
Kevin Doty of FAA said that all drones are
required to be registered but that the FAA
does not issue permits for events. He said
several municipalities including LA, Chicago
and New York have structured regulations or
full bans on drones and other cities are looking into the issues. It would be up to the city
to draw up ordinances covering local drone
use.
From the description given by the paper
that the drones were large with colored lights
he said it sounded as though they may have
been in the commercial $10,000 and over

subscribe to the Fullerton Observer.
•If we didn’t have the Fullerton Observer
we would have to invent one - Thanks for
keeping me informed.
-Robert Longbotham
•Please mail the indispensable Observer
to my neighbor and renew mine! - Joyce
•Keep up the great work on Fullerton
reporting. -Al G
•I am enclosing $25 for the Observer.
However, do not send to my home - I pick
it up at the store. -BK
•I’d like to renew my subscription to
your great paper. - Penny

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION
Community Opinion pages are a forum for the community. The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Comments are the opinions of the author,
may be shortened for space, and typos corrected. We must verify your identity,
but you may choose to have only your initials appear in print. Anonymous letters
are accepted if the writer can make a case that revealing their name would be a
problem. Send to: observernews@earthlink.net or send to:

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834
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January 6 Shooting on Commonwealth in Fullerton

More Notes From Subscribers
Thanks to all those who resubscribed
and our new subscribers! If you forgot and
still want to continue to get the Fullerton
Observer mailed to your home it will take
awhile for us to update our data base so
there is still a bit of time left. Thanks for
enjoying the paper and for all the encouraging notes. Here are some more:
The Observer Crew
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range. There is a data base of registered drone
operators but it is not open to public acess.
The first thing you need to do when you
get a drone is to register it with the Federal
Aviation Administration.
When you fly your drone anywhere in the
nation’s airspace, you automatically become
part of the U.S. aviation system. Under the
law, your drone is an aircraft. So while the
rules for drones may be different, you have
the responsibility to operate safely, just as a
Cessna or 747 pilot does.
The FAA has developed a safety checklist
which includes the following tips:
•Never fly over groups of people, over stadiums or sports events
•Never fly within 5 miles of an airport
without first contacting air traffic control
and airport authorities
•Never fly near other aircraft
•Never fly near emergency response efforts
such as fires
•Be aware of FAA airspace requirements:
faa.gov/go/uastfr
•Always fly within visual line of sight and
always below 400 feet.
Check the following websites for more
information
on
drones:
http://www.faa.gov/uas/ and knowbeforeyoufly.org and http://www.techinsider.io/7rules-for-flying-drones-2015-12

WINGS CAFÉ
Fullerton Airport
4011 W. Commonwealth
714-735-8432

JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST OR LUNCH!
15% off during the hours
of : 7am – 11pm, Mon.- Fri.
Like us on Facebook:
WingsCafeFullertonAirport

CHANGE & BALANCE
by Michelle Gottlieb

Sustainable Goals Instead of Resolutions
As I write this on the last day of the year,
resolutions are on my mind. This is not
because I am going to make a resolution; I
never do. Not because I think they are a
great idea; I don’t. But because of all the
ways that we set ourselves up to fail with
those New Year’s resolutions.
Our resolutions usually trend towards
black and white. “I will never eat chocolate
again!” “I will go to the gym every day!”
These resolutions are unsustainable. Since
we cannot keep these up for more than a
week or so, we decide not to keep them at
all. The next thing you know, we are sitting
on the couch, stuffing our mouths with
chocolate with no recent memory of being
at the gym.
However, having a goal can often help us
to start making changes in our lives. So,
what is a person to do? The smart thing is
to make small, easily achievable and measurable goals. For instance, I will go the gym
three times a week for twenty minutes. Or I

will walk three times a week for twenty
minutes. And when the week comes that
you only worked out twice for only ten
minutes each, simply say, “Okay, no worries, my next workout will be longer.” Not,
“Well, then, why bother? I might as well
give up!”
As for food, make a resolution to slightly
reduce your portion size or to include more
vegetables in your diet or cook one dinner
per week rather than eat fast food. As all of
these goals become easier to do and more of
habit then create new ones that are the next
step on the journey towards health.
I may not make any resolutions, however, I will continue to work on my goal of
living as healthy of a life as I can each day.
Some of those days include chocolate, some
include sitting on the couch and being a
slug, and some include a run. But all are
steps on my journey.
May your year be filled with joy, laughter
and adventures!

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5
www.michellegottlieb.com

JANUARY

2016

CROSSWORD & CLASSIFIEDS & MORE

97 West Nile Virus Cases & 7 Deaths
Due to cooler daily temperatures and
residents spending more time indoors, the
likelyhood for West Nile virus transmission has decreased. Total cases of West
Nile Virus in Orange County reached 97.
Seven deaths have been reported.
The virus, which is spread by mosquitos, is completely preventable through
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ANSWER KEY

use of repellent containing DEET,
picaridin, or oil of lemon eucalyptus,
wearing long sleeves and long pants when
outdoors, fixing screens and eliminating
breeding areas of standing water.
For more info and updates on cases in
Orange County visit www.ocvcd.org and
www.ochealthinfo.com

At left is the answer
key to the crossword
“Happy 2016” on page
7.

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS

Call 714-525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides space for
NEIGHBORS to advertise. To participate you
must have a local phone number. Contractors
must provide valid license. Editor reserves
right to reject any ad. Sorry, we do not accept
date ads, get rich schemes or financial ads of
any sort. Call 714-525-6402 for details.
$10 for 50 words or less per issue. Payment
is by check only. Items to give away for free
and lost and found item listings are printed for
free as space allows.
The Observer assumes no liability for ads

JOBS

SECRETARY & ASSISTANT

Mummers Theater seeks a secretary and
an assistant director for three new plays.
Call 657-378-8177
CITY JOB OPENINGS

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then “City
Employment.”
•Senior Parks & Recreation Specialist.
$12-$15.50/hr; (At will/non-benifited)
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker. $10.50$12/hr. Fire station support & tasks.
•Police Officer/Academy Trained
$5,375-$6,860/month
•Police Cadet $11.50/hr; Sr. Police
Cadet $13/hr
•Community Services Specialist. $10$11/hr; Assist with organization.

Fullerton-born resident
Valerie Brickey
has been
constructing puzzles
for numerous years.
She has agreed to keep
us entertained with
more in the future!

placed here. However, if you have a complaint
or compliment about a service, please let us
know at 714-525-6402.
Call City Hall at 714-738-6531 to inquire
about business licenses.
For contractor license verification go to the
California State Contractor License Board
website at www.cslb.ca.gov. Once there click
on the red link on the left of the page which
will take you to a screen where you can enter
the name, contractor number, or business to
make sure they are legit. Thank You!

No
matter
how bad
a given
day can
be
Koby is
always
there
with
those
beautiful
brown
eyes.

BEAUTY & HEALTH

AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry,
or Nutrilite products
please call Jean 714-349-4486

POSITION SOUGHT

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE

Part time in-home caregiver for people
and their pets. Honest, reliable with 26
years of experience. Call Tanya at 714987-0951

WANT TO BUY

OLDER TECH BOOKS

Wanted: Older Engineering &
Technical Books. Engineering, physics,
mathematics, electronics, aeronautics,
welding, woodworking, HVAC, metalworking, and other types of technical
books purchased. Large collections
(25+books) preferred. Please call Deborah
(714) 528-8297

REPAIR/REMODEL

LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Patios, Windows, Doors, Gates,
Fences, Termites, Dryrot, Electrical,
Plumbing, Drywall, Paint, New, Repairs,
Special Projects. CSLB #744432. Bonded,
Insured. Free Estimates: 714-738-8189

FREE HELP LINES

•Call 2-1-1 on your phone for nonemergency help on any issue you are having in OC. Free. www.211.org
•TEENLINE’s number is (800) TLCTEEN (800-852-8336). Open 6pm to
10pm and answered by teens. Also available online at teenlineonline.org.
•WTLC: If someone you know is, or
you are, the victim of domestic abuse,
contact the 24-hour bilingual hotline at
877-531-5522.

The Love You Get from Pound Puppies
by Bryan Crowe
We’ve had 4 rescue dogs or what I like
to refer to as Pound Puppies: Crystal a
beautiful near pure bread Doberman
who lived 10 years, Misses Beasley a cute
Terrier Poodle mix who lived 11 years,
Honey a loving terrier mix who made it
16 years, and currently Koby a super
smart male, many think resembles a
Wheaten Terrier.
My wife Darlene and I had Crystal
and Beasly as a pair from the time we
were married in 1983. They were truly
our first children and were treated as
such, often sleeping in our bed which
became crowded with the 85 pound
Doberman in the middle.
The first dog our boys Cameron and
Connor helped to choose was Honey.
She was a constant in their lives until
their late teens.
Following the passing of Honey we
went a couple years without a four
legged presence in our home. After some
major renovations in our backyard we
decided it was time to head back to the
shelter to find our next dog.
Following a few trips to the SEAAC in
Downey I discovered Koby in an over

crowded pen and put my name on his
folder for adoption. Like every time
before there was just something in those
eyes that I could see through the cage.
Koby, named by his previous family
was very well behaved amongst the chaos
of the shelter. During his mandatory stay
behind bars he became infected with the
Parvo Virus and required a fair amount
of meds when we finally brought him
home. Fortunately he was more than 6
months old and was able to survive. My
guess is he came from a loving family as
he was potty trained and seemed to
understand English often obeying commands better than either of our sons ever
did.
Over the past few years my wife
Darlene and I have dealt with more than
our fair share of family health issues. The
illness and passing of both my parents
and the illness of Darlene's mother.
Through all that, I can’t begin to measure the amount of love and attention we
have received from Koby. No matter
how bad a given day can be he is always
there with those beautiful brown eyes
begging for a walk. In fact he looking at
me as I write this. He is the light of our
household.
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Above: The family (Kids: Eliza, Abby & Bonnie Lynch; Adults: Dana Lynch, Kate Strauss Lynch, and Irene Strauss) with Machu Pitchu in the background.

Lynch/Strauss Family Visits Peru
Our family traveled to Peru on a
National Geographic expedition and
brought along a copy of the Fullerton
Observer. We gathered together on a sheer
cliff above Machu Picchu for this photo.
Machu Picchu is one of the stunning
"New Seven Wonders of the World" and a
UNESCO "World Heritage Site."
The Incas built the stone walls without
mortar and the stone blocks fit together so
perfectly, you can't fit a piece of paper

between them. While walking around the
ruins, I imagined taking a time machine
back to the fifteenth century when the
Incas were in power.
The ruins and vistas were breathtaking!
We were so lucky to explore the ruins and
touch the stones. Our guide said that in
the near future, visitors only will be able
to hike around the perimeter in order to
preserve this amazing site for generations
to come.- by Eliza Lynch

The Dobrer Family in Puerto Vallarta
Jon and Helene
Dobrer and their
family sent photos from their
annual
family
reunion in Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico.
Jon is holding the
town
paper,
which he also
writes for, along
with the Fullerton
Observer.
While there,
the US Afluenza
fugitive teen and
his mother stayed
just across from
them and were
arrested.

A stunning sunset.
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