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Block-long Complex:
A 5-story block-long apartment complex on
Orangefair behind the Burlington Coat
Factory, is the type of development most in
Fullerton would like to avoid.
DOMINIQUE HERNANDEZ BRIET
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Not a Photo of the Fox Block
The photo above of the 5-story city enter into an exclusive negotiating agreeblock-long 323-unit apartment complex ment with Pelican Communities. The
currently being constructed on a 5.75 acre agreement was in answer to the RFQ
parcel at 1445 S. Lemon at Orangefair Mall (Request for Qualifications) sent out by the
is the type of mega development that many city to 22 development groups. Only four
residents of Fullerton would like to avoid.
groups were interested and Pelican, with a
Despite lots of misinforma95% score was selected as
tion swirling around social
the most qualified.
Meetings to
media sites a 12-story condo
The agreement does not
building is not being proposed gather community lock the city into any
for the corner property behind opinion on what, action but merely guaranAngelo’s & Vinci’s, the Fox
tees the city won’t negotiate
if anything,
Theater and new DRIPP café.
with another group for the
should be built, period of a year.
At the June 21st council
meeting Fullerton Planning will be scheduled
Dick Hamm, Pelican
Director
Karen
Haluza
president said that the Fox
over the next
explained that the 167-feet figis a “cherished building,”
12 months.
ure in the back-up description
and that the theater is what
of the property refers to the eleis missing from the downvation of the ground above sea
town. He said he thought
level, not the number of stories of a build- the Firestone corner had turned out great
ing being planned. There is no proposal for and that building the parking structure is
anything but a parking structure.
the next step in getting the Fox open.
The 1990 contract for the restoration of
A series of public meetings over the 12
the Fox Theater requires that a parking month agreement period will explore what,
garage be built on the property before the if anything, the community wants to see
theater is opened. $6 million is set aside to built at the site. As recently demonstrated
build the structure. A previous proposal for in the district voting issue decision made by
the property did include condos built on city council, there is no guarantee that the
top of the parking complex but that plan voice of residents participating in the comwas dropped years ago.
munity meetings will be respected.
The council voted 4-1 (Whitaker, no) to
Continued on page 4

City 4th of July Celebration Coming Up
The city sponsored family-friendly 27annual July 4th Festival will take place
Monday, July 4th beginning at 5pm at the
Fullerton High School Stadium on the corner of Lemon and Berkeley. A 20-minute
fireworks show begins at 9pm. Admission is
free.
This year’s celebration features live music
by rockabilly favorite Deke Dickerson and
the Ecco-Fonics and booths sponsored by
local non-profit organizations offering
games and various tasty food items at reasonable prices. Balloon artists, bounce
houses, face-painting and more are offered
for nominal fees of $2 to $5.
Free parking for the festival will be available at the Plummer Parking Structure,
located at the southwest corner of Lemon
and Chapman; the Wilshire Parking

Structure, located on Wilshire, one block
east of Harbor Boulevard; and at the North
Orange County Municipal Court, 1275 N.
Berkeley, west of Harbor.
Alcohol, animals, personal fireworks,
tobacco, e-cigarettes, glass, drones,
canopies and umbrellas are not allowed in
the stadium.
Call the Fullerton Museum Center at
(714) 738-6545 for more information.

2nd Day of Music
Another Fun Success

The organizing team behind Fullerton’s
second annual Day of Music did an amazing job getting the gigantic citywide event
together.... See page 6 for photos.

Anaheim to Fly
LGBT Flag
in Solidarity
With Orlando
Shooting Victims
The following item is an excerpt of a
longer article by Adam Elmahrek.
Read the whole article online at
www.voiceofoc.org
In a show of solidarity with the victims of the massacre at a gay nightclub
in Orlando earlier this month, the
Anaheim City Council Tuesday night
decided to fly the rainbow-colored
LGBT flag at City Hall for the
remainder of the month.
And from now on, according to the
proposal by Councilman Jordan
Brandman that the council passed
unanimously, it will be raised every
June, which is LGBT Pride Month,
on the same flag pole that flies the flag
bearing the city seal.
The vote was 4-0, with Councilman
James Vanderbilt absent because of his
reserve duty for the military.
Posters bearing photos of the
Orlando shooting victims lined the
walls of the council chambers, setting
a somber mood for the council discussion. The slaughter in the Pulse nightclub on June 12, which left 50 dead - including the shooter Omar Mateen
-- and 53 injured, was an attack on all
Americans and faiths, and the city has
a “responsibility to stand up and say
we are with you," said Brandman,
who is openly gay.
Flying the rainbow-colored flag is
seen by advocates as a direct way to
combat homophobia. Brandman read
a letter from Laura Kanter, a policy,
advocacy and youth director at the
LGBT Center OC, who put some of
the blame for the shootings on political and religious leaders who demonize LGBT people.
Please contact Adam Elmahrek directly
at aelmahrek@voiceofoc.org and follow
him on Twitter: @adamelmahrek
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends in 1978, is
staffed by local citizen volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout
our community.
This venture is a not-for-profit one with
all ad and subscription revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our independent, non-partisan, non-sectarian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton residents about the institutions and other societal forces which most impact their lives, so
that they may be empowered to participate
in constructive ways to keep and make these
private and public entities serve all residents
in lawful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways.
Through our extensive local calendar and
other coverage, we seek to promote a sense
of community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our country is
so uniquely blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:

Submissions on any topic of interest are
accepted from Fullerton residents and we try hard
to get it all in. Sorry we sometimes fail. Shorter
pieces have a better chance. Send by email to
observernews@earthlink.net or by snail mail to:
FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051
FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051
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or email
observernews@earthlink.net
________________________________

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer
are distributed throughout Fullerton
and sent through the mail to subscribers
every two weeks except only once in
January, July & August.

Missed a Copy?
Visit us online at:

www.fullertonobserver.com
& on FaceBook
• STAFF•
• Editor: Sharon Kennedy
• Database Manager: Jane Buck
• Advisor: Tracy Wood
• Copy Editors: Viveca Wolff.
Sam & Janet Evening
• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,
Tom & Kate Dalton, Marjorie Kerr,
Pam Nevius, Manny Bass & Leslie Allen
• Photography:
Jere Greene & Domo Briet
• Webmaster: Cathy Yang
• FEATURES •
• Politics & other stuff: Vince Buck
• Roving Reporters: Jere Greene,
Dominique Hernandez-Briet,

and other Community Members

• COLUMNISTS •
•Art: Marjorie Kerr
•Conservation Gardening: Penny Hlavac
• Council Report: Need Reporter
•Crossword: Valerie Brickey
•The Downtown Report: Mike Ritto
• Movie Review Hits & Misses: Joyce Mason
•Youth Columnists:
C.C. Lee, and Francine Vudoti
•Video Observer: Emerson Little
•Out of My Mind: Jonathan Dobrer
•Passion for Justice: Synthia Tran
• School Board Reports:
Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno
•Science: Sarah Mosko & Frances Mathews
• Theatre Reviews:
Mark Rosier & Angela Hatcher

Created & Published in Fullerton
by local citizen volunteers for 38 years
Fullerton Observer LLC

The only August 2016 issue
will hit the stands on August 1st
SUBMISSION & AD
DEADLINE: July 25, 2016

JULY

2016

tilated areas” is not of very good quality
but at least one can breathe there. The
PASSION FOR JUSTICE by Synthia Tran © 2016
average age is 35.
Some countries succeeded in preserving
a few islands of vegetation with their own
The unbearable heat in the first day of was written and printed in Cronica de los streams. These areas are closely monitored
summer prompted me to look for this let- Tiempos, a Portuguese magazine as early as by the army.
ter, which was emailed to me by a friend April 2002. I imagine it has been circulatThe water has become a rare commodiin 2010 in the form of a Powerpoint Slice ing on the web, but I only saw it once and ty, a highly sought after treasure, infinitePresentation. I had goose bumps as I think that everyone could benefit from ly more valuable than gold or diamonds.
watched this, and soon afterward, my reading it.
Here there are no more trees because it
Please
read
below,
or
visit hardly ever rains. And whenever it does
family and I started our water savings
www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VBeiJ_YN
projects.
rain, it is acid rain that comes down.
I was surprised to know that this letter n8 to watch the Powerpoint presentation.
There are no more seasons. Climatic
changes such as the greenhouse effect and
the polluting activities that we indulged in
during the 20th century took care of that.
were warned about the need to take
We
We are in the year 2070, and I have just food is synthetic.
care
of our environment, but nobody
turned 50, but my appearance is of an 85
Before, it was recommended that an
bothered.
years old person.
adult drinking 8 glasses of water a day.
When my daughter asks me to tell her
I suffer serious kidney problems because Today, I am allowed only half a glass.
how
it was when I was young, I describe
I drink very little water. I am afraid I do
Since we cannot wash our clothes, we
beauty
of the forests. I tell her about
the
not have much time left to live. I am one use disposable clothes, which increase the
the
rain,
about
the flowers, about how
of the oldest people in this society.
amount of trash. We have to go back to
pleasurable
it was to bathe,
I remember when I was 5 years old. using septic tank as in the past
fish
in
the rivers and
to
Everything was very different. There were century because the sewage syslakes,
and
being able to
Due to the
lots of trees in the parks; the houses had tem stopped working due to the
drink
as
much
as one
beautiful gardens, and I was able to enjoy lack of water.
dryness of her desired. I tellwater
her
about
a bath or take a long shower.
People look scary: Their bod- skin, a young
how
healthy
people
used
to
Now we use towels soaked in mineral ies are weak; parched by extreme
20
year-old
be.
oil to cleanse the skin. In the past, all dehydration; covered by sores
She asks me, “Daddy,
woman looks
women showed their beautiful hair. Now caused by ultraviolet rays that
why
is there no water anywe shave our heads to keep them clean the atmosphere can no longer filmore like 40. more?”
I feel a lump in my
without the use of water.
ter since the ozone layer is
I can’t help feeling
throat…
Before my father washed his car with depleted.
I
belong
to
the
guilty
because
I belong to
water coming out of a hose. Today the
Due to the dryness of her skin,
the
generation
that comchildren do not believe that water was a young 20 year-old woman last generation
pleted
the
destruction
of
used that way. I remember the many ads looks more like 40.
who could
our
environment
by
simply
that said “DON’T WASTE WATER!”
Scientists perform all types of
have made a not taking seriously any of
just that no one cared for them; every- research and investigations, but
difference.
the warnings... and there
body thought that water was unlimited.
there is no solution in sight. We
were so many of them!
Today all the rivers, lakes, dams, cannot produce water.
I belong to the last generlagoons, and underground water beds are
The lack of trees reduces the
ation
who could have made
either irremediably polluted or complete- amount of oxygen available, which in turn
a
difference,
but
who
chose not to act.
ly dried up.
lowers the intellectual quotient of the upToday,
our
children
pay a hefty price.
The landscape that surrounds us has coming generations.
Quite
frankly,
I
think
that,
within short,
turned into nothing more than an
The morphology of spermatozoa in
life
on
this
Earth
will
no
longer
be possiimmense desert.
many individuals has been altered, which
ble
because
the
destruction
of
our
enviThe gastro-intestinal infections, and result in many children being born with
ronment
reached
its
point
of
no
return.
skin and urinary tract infections have now all sorts of deficiencies, mutations and
How I wish I could go back in time and
become the main causes of death.
malformations.
get
the Human race to understand this at
The Industry is paralyzed, and the jobThe government even makes us pay a
a
time
when it was still possible for us to
less rate reached a dramatic level. tax for the air we breathe: 31,102 gallons
do
something
to save our planet Earth!
Desalination plants are the main employ- per adult per day. Those who cannot pay
ers. They give one drinking water instead the tax are being expulsed from the “venColumnist Synthia Tran is a Fullerton
of a salary.
tilated areas” that are equipped with
resident and CSUF graduate.
People are constantly being mugged for gigantic mechanical lungs, powered by
water on the deserted streets. 80% of the solar energy. The air supplied in the “ven-

A Letter Written in the Year 2070

Thank You for Diane & Vivien!

Thank you so much for reprinting a previous Diane Nielen column in the
mid-May issue—gosh, I miss her articles!!! Hard to believe she wrote over 100!
And, please tell Vivien Moreno that I think she does a fabulous job clarifying
some very complex issues in her high school district reports.
One thing from the same issue, in the elementary school district report, what
does FEMSA stand for? Principal of the year at Sunset Lane was the recipient.
Judy Berg Fullerton
ED: Sorry that should have read FESMA (Fullerton Elementary School
Management Association.

WAR COSTS in Life & Money
California leads the nation with 3,972 soldiers wounded and 731 dead in wars since 2001.

IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

• 159,935 Civilians killed by Violence

www.iraqbodycount.org (6/25/2016)

• 4,502
• 2,382

US Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 6/11/2016)
US Soldiers killed in Afghanistan (6/25/2016) www.icasualties.org

• 32,223
• 17,674

US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports) www.icasualties.org
Iraq 3/2003 to present (no updates since 11/2011)
Afghanistan 10/2001 to present (no updates since 9/2012)

• $1.696
Trillion

Cost of Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (6/25/2016)
(rounded down) (Iraq $819.5 billion) (Afghanistan $740.5 billion)
Cost of Military Action Against ISIL $10.2 billion
Pentagon Slush Fund $121.9 billion www.nationalpriorities.org

Every Hour US taxpayers are paying $8.36 million for costs of war since 2001
What Could We Be Doing With this Money Instead?

Let’s Celebrate
Freedom Safely
Fourth of July is one of America’s
favorite holidays. We proudly celebrate
the freedom and independence our brave
soldiers fought hard to gain and keep.
Some abuse their freedom by driving
drunk. Driving drunk can limit the freedom of victims.
When I was 16 in 1992 and a Junior at
Tracy High, a drunken driver hit me.
Schooling and playing sports against other
San Joaquin county schools ended.
The crash put me in a coma for 100
days with broken and dislocated bones,
paralysis, and brain injuries that affect me
daily. I spent 7 months in two hospitals
and then had 17 months of therapy.
I lost my freedom to live independently. I cannot drive, do certain jobs and it is
difficult touring the beaches, deserts,
forests, and fields of beautiful California
because my hearing, talking and walking
are impaired.
Show your American spirit by designating a sober driver if you drink. Do not
drive drunk. Freedom does not include
cuffs and steel bars.
Lori Martin
Tracy, California
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2016

JonDobrer@mac.com

WHAT’S THE META WITH US?
What’s the meta with us? Why do we lent extremism.” I believe he’s wrong not
waste so much of our precious time and to use the term. The major acts of terror
spend so much of our political passion here and in Europe have been done by
talking about talk and not our real prob- people who believed they were acting in
lems? Why do we fight over which prob- the name of Islam–and who have been
lem is the “real” problem and not engage acknowledged by ISIS as acting in their
name. For the president to say that he
the damn problems?
I’m heartsick that following the atrocity doesn’t want to libel all Muslims as terrorin Orlando the politicians and talking ists is silly. In the same sentence he decried
heads argue about what actually hap- the violence of the Islamic State. Huh?
This is like saying that the Crusades
pened:
“It was terror attack. No, it was an were not done by Christians but “violent
Islamic terror attack. It was directed at us and deranged Knights Templar.” The
all. No, no. It was an act of homophobia. Inquisition wasn’t perpetrated by
Alas no, it’s about guns and our inability Catholics but by some “overzealous
to keep military grade weapons out of the Spaniards.” Most of us are sophisticated
hands of mad men. Ah, no, the real prob- enough to understand that while the KKK
lem is the mad men. This is mental health and Aryan Brotherhood act in the name
of Christianity, they don’t represent
issue.”
Christianity.
Any proposal to address
We are not at war with
any of these seemingly difMost of us are
all of Islam but we are at
ferent subjects begets the
sophisticated
war with the extremist
angry response that it isn’t
enough
Sunnis of ISIS and Al
really about that; it’s about a
Qaeda, as well as the
different one. ENOUGH!
to understand
Shiite extremists of
Orlando is about all of the
that while
Hezbollah and the Al
above. Yes, it was terror
the KKK
Mahdi Army.
directed at the United States
and Aryan
Obama’s linguistic cauin general and, in this
tion
may be overzealous,
instance,
against
the
Brotherhood
but I do understand that
LGBTQ community. Yes it
act in
we have a record of mixwas rationalized as an act of
the
name of
ing up nationality and
Jihad–that’s why the perpeChristianity,
political loyalty. We didtrator called to announce his
n’t distinguish very well
affiliation with ISIS, having
they don’t
our enemy Japan from
earlier claimed to be part of
represent
our Japanese citizens and
Hezbollah. Yes both ISIS
Christianity.
residents. We did perseand Hezbollah are ferociouscute, but not imprison,
ly anti-gay. This may explain
some Italian and German
the terrorist’s claim to be
“enemy aliens.” So there
connected to both. So, yes
again, his might have been an act of self- is some reason for caution. Yet I hate to
loathing that like many suicides by cop, spend precious time on a distraction–talksought a cover, a rationale, a meaning to ing about how to talk.
There is no one thing we can do to
his death. Yes, this means he had a mental
health issue. And, being an American, of make us totally safe. 911 wasn’t guns but
course he could get a hold of high-power box cutters. Still, our Founders never
dreamed of AK47s and Uzis. We won’t
guns with high capacity clips.
It’s also a problem that our intelligence solve all of our problems by trying to keep
people had the dots but even after two guns from dangerous people. Nor will
years couldn’t connect them. The FBI mental health services and changes in the
investigated him. They interviewed him at HIPPA laws alone make us safe.
least twice and missed his web surfing of Remembering that only 15 years ago,
Jihadist sites and being friends with a sui- homosexuality was listed as a medical psycide bomber. Also his two trips to our chiatric disease, we should be a little caugood ally Saudi Arabia didn’t count for tious in using the mental health model
much with our intelligence people. We too easily. Certainly changing our words
don’t need more information or more won’t protect us nor will banning or marginalizing Muslims be useful.
dots. We need more human intelligence.
But everything we do to engage these
So yes, I understand that this is complicated but it is also interrelated. I under- issues is a step–a step beyond simply talkstand that such complexity might make us ing about how to talk. Our issues matter
freeze and do nothing. However, arguing far too much to be rendered as merely
about which factor or which failure meta.
should be our prime subject is an act of
www.Dobrer.com
avoidance and a distraction.
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer
TV commentators are arguing about
Obama not using the term “Islamic vio-

HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION
Community Opinion pages are a forum for the community. The
Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Comments are the
opinions of the author, may be shortened for space, and typos corrected.
We must verify your identity, but you may choose to have only your initials appear in print. Anonymous letters are accepted if the writer can
make a case that revealing their name would be a problem.

Send to: observernews@earthlink.net
or Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,
Fullerton, CA 92834

PlayWell Camp at the Community Center
by Jere Greene
Kids above were fully engaged in the
Junior Robotics class offered by PlayWell at the Fullerton Community
Center. The program teaches basic programming skills and simple engineering
concepts using robot components.

Several projects included using tilt and
motion sensors.
The session is one of several engineering camps offered through the city’s
Fullerton Connect recreational program.
Visit www.FullertonEconnect.com to
explore the remaining sessions.

Homeless & English Speakers & Shelters
I am a member of a team who collects
food every day for the food bank to be distributed to those who are needy. From
time to time I notice someone dressed as I
am dressed and driving a car somewhat
better than I, getting a handout of food. I
realize that with every good program there
are those who will take advantage but as
long as the good outweighs the bad it is
necessary to continue.
This week I noticed that the signs indicating what food is available were written
in English and Spanish and I wondered
why people who are getting our charity
cannot be asked to learn our language. For
someone to become a citizen and take
advantage of our charities, it does require
they speak English so it is obvious that
many receiving our charity are undocumented. This really doesn't bother us
either; hungry people should be taken
care of, that is a commandment in our
Bible. But the Bible says to make it available for them to retrieve, it does not say to
give to them without any action on their
part. Wouldn't it be better if they did
something to obtain a charity rather than
to accept it as a right?
While driving home I heard of the horrible numbers of people living on the
street. I would think we should get started
to solve that rather simple problem. Those
people should be divided into two groups;
those who are mentally or drug impaired
and those who are misfortunate at this
time. So I ask myself, wouldn't it be better for us to take those who are true unfortunates but have the ability to work and
provide a place for them to live with
access to the basic necessities of mentoring, grooming and clothing necessary to
obtain work?
And for those who are impaired; as a
society are we required to allow them to
soil our streets, and disturb our neighborhoods? Is it right to allow people to live on
the sidewalks where the facilities are few
or none and crime is rampant? I would
think that it would be more humane, and
better treatment, and far less costly to provide special areas, camps if you will, where
they would be safe and have their basic
needs fulfilled. I understand that many
would not like that, but how does that
stack up with the fact that most other
people do not like the situation as it is
now either.

As a society we require people do things
they may not like for the betterment of
all, like paying taxes, getting vaccinations,
or going to school. Why can’t we require
people who are sick and in need to live in
a safe and secure place?
Politicians are lusting for the opportunity to spend millions upon millions of our
tax dollars to care for the homeless, knowing that their programs will never solve
the basic situation and it will only invite
more people to come to southern
California to enjoy our streets.
Yes, the politicians can go to sleep at
night feeling that they have done a good
deed and perhaps provided work for their
friends in the construction industry when,
in fact, they are not doing what they are
elected for. Our political leaders make so
many mistakes, like supporting the “great
Park” that is nothing other than a gift to
developers, and the Coyotes hills park that
is not much more than a $150,000,000
gift to Chevron Oil.
It seems to me that taking our money in
the millions to build buildings that will
not solve the problem is just another
example of incompetence or malfeasance.
By not taking the right steps with the
homeless, they are making matters worse.
Stan Pesner Fullerton

Left Out of Last
Council Report

The Council Notes reporting on the
June 7 council meeting left out the following item:
Request for Kelly Thomas Memorial:
Ron Thomas, father of Kelly Thomas (the
man who died after being beaten by 6
Fullerton police officers), made a public
request for a permanent city memorial for
his son. Mr. Thomas did not say if he was
offering part of the $1.6 million settlement he received in the wrongful death
lawsuit against Fullerton to pay for the
memorial or asking taxpayers to come up
with the funds.
About requests for reinstatement by
three of the officers who were fired due to
the beating death, Mr. Thomas asked if all
phases of any talks and decisions would be
made transparent. The city attorney said
that because it was a personnel matter no
reporting out could be done. Though at
the end of the appeal process the outcome
will be shared.
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CITY GOVERNMENT

CITY COUNCIL NOTES
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video
of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm
the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

JUNE 21 COUNCIL MEETING (NEXT MEETING JULY 5)

Medical & Recreational Marijuana
An initiative to legalize and tax the cultivation and sale of medical and recreational marijuana is on the state ballot for
November 2016 and is expected to pass.
Some cities are thinking proactively and
getting together ordinances to preserve as
much local control over where cultivation
and dispensaries can be located before the
vote. The fear is that without ordinances
in place the industry would be free to
locate anywhere in town and challenge
any objection by the city.
Development Director Karen Haluza
explained the issues and suggested that the
city adopt a resolution placing a measure
on the November 2016 ballot regarding
the regulation and taxation of marijuana.
The measure, if passed, would amend
the city’s municipal code to add regulations including: zoning restrictions to
industrial areas of town - at least 1,000
feet from any home, school or park; no
more than one dispensary per parcel (a
maximum of nine citywide); ventilation
requirements, age restrictions allowing no
one under 21, requiring a licenced security guard and security cameras, no outside
use, minimal signage, restricted hours,
and a no volatile solvent use clause.
A special permit would be required
from the Fullerton Police Department.
Background checks would be required on
operators and employees, as well as regular inspections. A per-square-foot tax on

cultivation facilities plus an annual fee
and a 15% tax on gross receipts would
cover city costs of regulating, inspecting
and enforcing operations.
A line of mostly negative and very emotional “reefer madnesss” type comments
from public speakers opposed to the idea
of marijuana under any circumstances
included some who seemed to not understand the benefits of planning ahead.
One couple told horror stories of current and past drug use in their own
Fullerton neighborhood that police could
not seem to get under control.
A few speakers advocated for giving ill
people a legal place to buy cannabis as
medicine or pointed out that liquor is a
bigger problem.
Even without a ballot measure to
change the Fullerton ordinance, patients
and primary caregivers are allowed to
grow the plant for medicinal use. One
speaker said that patients are not gardeners and need a legal local site to obtain the
plant for medicinal use.
The industry could place a measure on
the Fullerton ballot asking that dispensaries and cultivation be allowed everywhere in town. If that happens, said City
Attorney Jones, the city would have to
place its own competing measure on the
ballot. The council, three of whom are up
for reelection in November, unanimously
chose to decide the issue after the vote.

Other Agenda Items

thought Map 2B wouldn’t win because
Map 8A backers wouldn’t vote for it. “It is
not all that important which map is
selected,” he said, “its just a starting
point.”
Councilmember Whitaker said he didn’t understand the violent rejection to
Map 8A which he said “really embodies
what Map 2B is.”
“Far from good & good from far,” said
Councilmember Sebourn as he made the
motion to accept Map 8A for the ballot.
The item was seconded by the mayor and
accepted unanimously by the council.
Affordable Housing: Councilmember
Whitaker pulled item #13 to record his no
vote on the agreement with Fullerton
Family Housing for a 55-unit affordable
housing project at 336 W. Santa Fe Drive.
Check Register Wire Transfers: David
Curlee pointed out again that the check
register still lacks details of the wire transfers. Mayor Protem Flory said that the city
was looking at the system just instituted
by OCWD where all info, including wire
transfers, will be posted online. She apologized to Mr. Curlee for stating that the
wire transfer detail was in the check register. She later found that to be in error.

District Voting: At the top of the June
21st meeting - during public comments Dr. Mark Shapiro said he was disappointed that the council met to choose a district voting map on election day. He then
attempted to make a comment but was
stopped by Mayor Fitzgerald who said
because a district voting item was on the
agenda in the consent calendar he would
have to ask that the item be pulled for discussion and wait until the end of the
meeting to comment. He couldn’t stay.
See the comments he had planned to present at right.
When the item came up Ms. Reynoso
reminded the council that “Map 2B was
the one that had most community member support, including a petition signed
by over 350 residents. I would like to
request that Map 2B be put on the ballot.
I won’t vote for Map 8A.”
Mayor Fitzgerald cautioned the speakers to be careful with the word
“Gerrymander.” She challenged those
who had worked on 2B to take a look,
saying the maps were very alike.
Councilmember Chaffee said that he
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Power Outage Closes Fullerton Public Library
and Community Center
The Fullerton Public Library and the
Community Center on Commonwealth
closed on June 24th due to a power outage in the area that affected 623 customers
beginning at 1:30am. SoCal Edison
reported the outage was due to equipment

problems, repairs were being made and
power was restored around 3pm. When
outages happen you can view them and
get updates at https://m.sce.com/outage/OutageMap_new.html (if you have
power!) or call 1-800-655-4555.

Not a Photo of the Fox Block continued from frontpage
Fullerton Historic Theater Foundation
board president Leland Wilson said that
the foundation supported entering into
the agreement. “Whatever is built should
fit the architecture,” he said. Despite criticisms expressed by some public speakers
about the lack of progress on the Fox
restoration, the foundation has won historic status for the theater, brought in several large grants, retrofitted the building
for earthquake, made numerous repairs
and launched the Firestone corner in its
ongoing renovation efforts. All board
members are volunteers (looks like they

could use some help sprucing up the website if anyone is interested).
Several public speakers included Jane
Reifer, one of the original people who
launched the effort to save the Fox. She
noted that Pelican was not sensitive to historic features of downtown in its failed
Amerige Court proposal.
Hamm said that the Amerige Court
project and a number of others had failed
due to the recession. He gave several
examples of projects the group has worked
on that have turned out well including
Prospect Village in Old Town Tustin.

The Difference Between District Voting Maps
& a Compromise by Dr. Mark Shapiro
I watched carefully the arguments not have a single council member to
made by each council member before champion their concerns and issues. In
Map 8A was selected over Map 2B at the addition, Map 8A includes a "dog ear"
last Council meeting.
intrusion into my neighborhood
Basically, two arguments were made. (Rolling Hills), which clearly was created
The first being that the downtown area to help preserve the incumbency of
is the hub of Fullerton activities so each Council member Sebourn.
of the five districts should include a
Fifteen or so years ago, I would not be
piece of the downtown area. The second that concerned about our downtown resbeing that there is a much better chance idents so much because the downtown
that voters would turn down Map 2B area was mostly commercial. However,
and dividing the city into districts, in recent years many high-density resibecause Map 2B was "tainted" because it dential units have been added to the
was developed or at least was favored by downtown area, and those people
the plaintiffs in the CVRA
deserve to have a council
complaints against the city.
member who will champiWhy not ask
In addition, some council
on their issues. I think that
members noted that both
for a Yes or No is more important to the
maps were "legal" with
long-term welfare of the
vote on
respect to the CVRA, and
city than having each disdistricting, and trict "own" a small piece of
really were similar in how
separately let the the downtown area.
the districts were laid out.
Let me say that I don't
I also think that the
voters choose
know personally any of the
argument that districting
between
people involved in the
with Map 8A would be easMap 8A
preparation of either map,
ier to pass in the election
and Map 2B
and I was not involved in
than districting with Map
the preparation of either
should the first 2B really is quite weak.
map. And, I agree that
Since
this
is
a
question pass?
superficially there are
Presidential election that is
many similarities between
coming up in November
the two maps. However, it
turn out should be very
is the differences between the two maps high. There are many new voters on the
that are most problematic for me. While rolls, and owing to the tone of this parneither map is ideal, the districts laid out ticular election cycle, many of those new
in Map 2B are relatively compact, and voters would be disposed to vote for disdistricts 1, 2, 4, and 5 fairly well repre- tricting regardless of the map selected.
sent community interests and demoI think our best chance to avoid costly
graphics. District 3 is a bit of a problem, legal challenges would be to select Map
because it encompasses both a good part 2B over Map 8A. I'm pretty certain that
of the downtown area and the area if the original plaintiffs don't sue the
around Fullerton College and CSUF. city, that some downtown resident who
These areas have somewhat disparate feels that their interests have been
community concerns.
ignored will.
Nevertheless, I think district 3 in Map
However, I also know that politics
2B is much better than district 3 in Map should be the art of compromise. And,
8A, which encompasses even more dif- failing the adoption of Map 2B by the
ferent foci of community interests. In council, I suggest the following comproaddition, district 3 in Map 2B gives mise: Namely, separate the question of
downtown residents much better repre- districting on the ballot from the choice
sentation than they have in Map 8A.
of maps. Why not ask for a Yes or No
Map 2B has the advantage that it went vote on districting, and separately let the
through the vetting process laid out pre- voters choose between Map 8A and Map
viously by the Council. Map 8A was the 2B should the first question pass? That
creation of downtown business interests would give the proponents of each map
and was presented very late in the game. the opportunity to take their arguments
In addition, Map 8A is a classic gerry- to the voters.
mander in that it attempts to dilute the
Dr. Mark Shapiro is Professor of Physics,
voting power of downtown residents by
Emeritus at CalState University Fullerton
splitting the residents among five differand a local longtime resident.
ent districts. Downtown residents will
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Maureen retiring and
looking forward to fun.

Library Director
Retires
by Judy Booth & Jere Greene
Fullerton and patrons of the library will
be the losers as Fullerton Library Director
Maureen Gebelein steps into retirement
after ten years with the city.
Maureen oversaw the 2011 Expansion
of the library including the Library
Conference Center, café, Local History
Room, Friends of the Library Bookstore,
passport office, young adult/teen area,
computer area relocation/improvement,
improved shelving and Ask Here Desk
relocation, plus the Radio-frequency
Identification (RFID) of all library materials. RFID allowed for Self-Check
Machines and the use of Automated
Materials Handling to reduce the need for
staff to process the books/materials one at
a time. This freeing up of staff allowed for
them to use their time more efficiently
and for new library revenue streams and
new outreach programs to be instituted.
Some programs include:

LOCAL NEWS
•Fullerton Reads which is a community
wide opportunity to read a single book
with programming to amplify and celebrate the book’s themes in October of
each year.
•Town and Gown is a program
Maureen implemented to increase the
communication between universities and
the communities that surround them.
Professors were invited to present programs featuring their areas of interest to
the general public at the library on a
monthly basis. This has fostered a tighter
relationship with the CSU Fullerton and
the general community and has been
quite popular.
Staff Development Days became semiannual events during Maureen’s tenure.
She also aided staff development with
paid presenters along with staff-led presentations.
Maureen started the “Staff Picks” book
trough in the library lobby where she and
other staff members add personalized
bookmarks to their favorite library books
in the collection. Maureen has had a
steady following of readers who share her
interests and taste in the many books she
recommends.
Maureen started as Library Director of
Fullerton Public Library in early 2007.
She received her undergraduate degree
from CSUF and her Masters degree in
Library Science from USC, and has been
a public librarian for 41 years, spending
most of her career in Orange County. She
has worked for Anaheim Public Library,
Cal State Fullerton (Pollack) Library,
Upland Public Library and Orange
County Public Library.
Maureen worked in a variety of capacities during her library career ranging
Reference Librarian to Director of
Information Technology for Orange
County Public Library to her current
position as Director of the Fullerton
Public Library. Once she came to work in
Fullerton, she knew this was the library
and community for her. Maureen is retiring and plans to pursue volunteer and
leisure activities. Ergo, Her gain is our
loss. But we offer her the best upon leaving. She will be a hard act to follow.

Commissioner Removed
Councilmember Bruce Whitaker notified his appointed Parks & Recreation
commissioner Barry Levinson that he was
being removed from the position prior to
the June 13 commission meeting. No formal reasons were given. Levinson had
held the position for several years.
Barry Levinson responded to the
removal in a video taken by his friend Joe
Imbriano and posted online. He said that
Whitaker had not been responsive to his
accusations that the city had a $4 million
to $5 million shortfall in its lease arrangement with American Golf. The same allegations have been brought up by Mr.
Curlee in repeated public comments at
council meetings over the year and posted
on a website subtitled “Cronyism,
Corruption, and Incompetence in the
City of Fullerton, CA.”
Both Mr. Imbriano website, where Mr.
Levinson is a frequent contributor, and
Mr. Curlee and his un-named partner’s
website talk about similar issues in regards
to alleged city corruption and frequently
target particular city employees.
Although the city has provided numerous documents disproving the allegations
neither of the websites, or the hosts of
those websites, have corrected the misinformation.
Levinson said on the video response
that he thought Councilmember
Whitaker’s action to remove him was a
retaliatory move for remarks he had made
to Mr. Bennett - Mayor Fitzgerald’s

appointed planning commissioner.
The Observer asked Councilmember
Whitaker for his reasons for removing his
appointed commissioner. He sent the following response:
“Faced with an imminent employee
action which would have likely generated
substantial costs to the City, to avoid that
action, I opted to remove the commission
member. That member's term would otherwise have expired in December 2016.
As you know, there had been an effort
by Council Members in October 2014 to
remove that same appointee from the
P&R Commission which failed on a 3-2
vote. An involuntary removal required
four votes.”
The previous effort to remove the
appointee came after an AT&T vendor
alleged she had been assaulted in the
lobby area by Levinson and several other’s
when she came to a city council meeting
to present a request for a cell tower location they opposed. Lobby cameras, which
contain no audio and are trained on people’s feet, failed to prove the incident
occurred. Police investigated after a report
by an eyewitness. The report was sent to
the OCDA’s office which declined to
prosecute saying in an October 2014 letter, “After a review of all reports and evidence submitted, I have decided not to
file criminal charges. Although the conduct alleged could be deemed criminal,
there is not sufficient evidence to prove it
beyond a reasonable doubt to a jury.”
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RICHMAN PARK PROBLEMS
Why has the city allowed Richman Park
to get so bad? The park is closed at sundown yet there are homeless people sleeping there on tables and benches all night,
every night. They make a lot of noise and
drink and smoke all night. There are
always shopping carts all over the park full
of junk these people collect.
The gangsters are there a lot also. They
tag the walls of the restrooms and garages
of surrounding homes.
A lot of people living around the park
have to go to work each morning and
have to listen to the noise all night from
the people fighting and partying in the
park.
There is a motor home that parks there
all day and night with 4 little girls and
their mom living in it. That can't be good
for them.
I'm afraid to go there, even in daylight.

I would never take my kids there. We
never see any police enforcing the laws.
Are they afraid or just don't want to be
bothered with the mess?
Something must be done. Thanks for
listening.
A Concerned Citizen Fullerton
ED: The Observer forwarded a copy of
your letter to the police department and
spoke to a city Director of Parks &
Recreation. See their response below.
Call the police non-emergency number
at (714-738-6716) and Fullerton Parks &
Recreation Department (714-738-6575)
to report issues (they answer the phone as
“community center”).
Thanks for alerting the paper about
this. Please keep us posted on any
improvements - or if improvements are
not made we would also like to know.

City & Police Department Response:
City Parks and Recreation Director
Hugo Curiel said that the department is
aware of homeless people using parks
around town. It is complex because the
parks are public and the general public
have a right to use them. City staff from
various departments respond to these concerns and will continue to do so.
The public is encouraged to report any
suspicious or illicit activity or unsafe conditions. Call the Parks & Recreation
Department at 714-738-6575 (they
answer as Fullerton Community Center).
Fullerton Police Department public
information officer Sergeant Kathryn
Hamel said that, far from ignoring the
problems, the department handles an
average of 150 homeless-related calls per
month.
The department is committed to treat
the homeless community with respect but homeless individuals are not entitled
to violate laws. Report crime by calling
911. To report non-emergency conditions
call the department at 714-738-6716.
In 2012 Chief Hughes increased the
Homeless Liaison Officer Program adding
three additional officers. The program has
become a model emulated by other agencies at the local and state level. Currently,
FPD provides training for agencies from
Orange County, Los Angeles County and
around the country.
In addition, FPD has partnered with
Orange County Mental Health to provide
immediate, on scene crisis response to the
homeless community.
All new officers are required to ride 10
hours with a Homeless Liaison Officer.
New officers attend a 16-hour Crisis
Intervention Training and also watch two
POST videos on Mental Health and

Homelessness. Each are two hours long.
Thirty-one sworn and non-sworn officers, and professional staff have attended
the mandatory Crisis Intervention
Training since 2013; plus 2 officers have
attended the Crisis Intervention Academy
and four have attended classes on
Interacting with the Mentally Ill.
Each situation of homelessness is
unique and requires different and often
complex solutions. The list below shows
some of the resources used by the
Homeless Liaison Officers.
www.211oc.org/
www.theboysandgirlsclub.org/pagetwo/motel-kids-outreach-program.aspx
www. feedoc.org/
www.ochealthinfo.com/bhs/about/pi/re
sources
www.promisetotalk.org
http://ochealthinfo.com/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=14715
http://ochealthinfo.com/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=39874
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/cdssweb/PG18
1.htm
https://www.ssa.gov/disabilityssi/
The combined efforts of the department and the nonprofit Coast to Coast
have resulted in over 2,000 homeless men,
women and children receiving bus passes,
food gift cards, food, water, socks, clothing, sleeping bags, relocation assistance
funding, hotel vouchers, backpacks, bicycles, payment of California DMV fees for
identification cards, assistance with mail
stops. Additionally, a total of 115 men,
women and children have been relocated
to permanent long-term housing thanks
to the work of all entities working in partnership to end homelessness.
See related item on page 10
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text & photos by Mike Ritto AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

DRIVING TO NEXT
SEASON OF MUSIC
Never was partial to driving snow or
any degree below about 50 but freezing
may have been preferable over this lunacy.
When we headed to the Bay Area,
Fullerton was a pleasant and unseasonably
mild late spring, 5 days later, we returned
to a blast furnace. At one point, the outside temp on the barely moving freeway
registered 122. Not believing it, I rolled
down the window and tested the air. I
think eventually the hair on my arm will
grow back.
Once back in Fullerton, we were lucky
to save most of the greenery that was left
in the yard. The next day, the first full day
of Summer would be on us and that could
be really, really bad timing. After many
months of planning, the success of our
second annual Day of Music was going to
depend completely on whether or not the
devil in the air was driven off. Maybe even
because of the nasty Monday, our day was
not only tolerable, music lovers turned
out in great numbers. Thank you one and
all, it really was a memorable and epic day.

Back row:
Carol van
Ahlers, Matt
Salazar,
Casey
Barahona,
Mike Ritto,
& Julie
Rasmussen.
Front row:
Angela
Raylene
Perez, Olivia
Havelaar,
Stephanie
Wong, Corky
Nepomuceno,
Brian Torres,
Brent Adams
and Glenn
Georgieff
Missing:
Destiny
Dawn
Osmialowski

Thank You to Day of Music Founding Members & Crew for a great event. PHOTO BY JULIE RASMUSSEN

Tap Tap You’re It
First call, where are the tap handles? So
this was how the day would go, but no,
one call later all was well. Oh, someone
needs a PA, sure I will head right over and
find one. Seconds later, “sure, they can use
our PA” and that was handled. “Where
can we park?”- yes, there was a spot right
across the street in the parking structure.
Really?
Again and again, our volunteers took
care of mini crisis followed by potential
disaster after another and at least as far as
I am concerned, virtually all went as
planned.
Nearly 6 miles of racing on foot from
venue to venue produced a visual account
of the day and this photo essay.

Above: Jeremy Benson Band with ‘Uncle Joe’,
100.3FM The Sound (in the spiffy hat)

Above: Katie Stump
At Left:
The piper Tucker Fleming
played at dusk in Hillcrest
Park. PHOTO KAREN RITTO
Below:
DOM Queen Phyllis Fender
Above: Dancers
enjoy the music
At Left: John
Easdale of
Dramarama
At Right:
A painted piano
awaits a player
outside the library.
PHOTO

JERE GREENE
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Fullerton Photo Quiz
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2016
“SOUNDS IMPORTANT” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

QUESTION:
Taken moments before the Day of Music's first notesname the clothing store.
SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO MIKE at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

LAST ISSUE’S
QUESTION & ANSWER
Coming soon to this location, Butterhill Bakery &
Bistro. Name the previous
bakery that was here for
many decades.
Answer:
Judy Lynn Bakery

Downtown Day of Music Photo Report Continued
It was a great celebration with music from Blues to Barbershop, from Rock, Punk, Ska,
Hip-Hop to Mariachi, Country, Classical, Singer-Songwriter and more.

ACROSS
1. Light beige
5. Computer operators
10. Shade trees
14. Admiral Ackbar line, “It’s a ___!”
15. Lovely, in Hebrew
16. Country crooner Vince
17. Important equine feature?
19. Apple variety
20. “The loneliest number”
21. Actor Billy ___ Williams
22. Flight personnel
24. Belgrade is its capital
26. God, to Muslims
27. Book of maps
29. Decorates
33. Sign gas
36. Baseball’s Musial
38. “___ for the future”
(“Ferris Bueller’s Day Off ” quote)
39. Missouri river

DOWN

Above: Bubba & the Big Bad Blues
Below: Members of the Orange Empire Chorus

1. Cultural values
2. Like the old woman in
“Snow White”
3. Harder to find
4. Pkg. deliverer
5. Opens an envelope
6. “Me too!”
7. Longoria of “Desperate Housewives”
8. Kidney-related
9. Judy Blume book,
“Otherwise Known as ___the Great”
10. Important Chinese noodle dish?
11. Pinocchio, at times
12. Mademoiselle, abbr.
13. Deli side
18. Cut and paste
23. AM/FM device
25. Important locale to Stephen King?
26. Generally speaking
28. The gamut
30. Peruse

41. “It must be him, ___ shall die”
42. Peyton Manning shouts it
before the snap
43. Fable writer
44. New Mexico Indian
46. Online noise?
47. Loathing
49. Hawaiian veranda
51. Unite
53. A truck driver’s “handle”
57. Like fragmented sentences
60. Freelancer’s enc.
61. Notes after dos
62. Lyndon Johnson’s younger daughter
63. Important thoroughfare?
66. Distinctive flair
67. Golfer Palmer, informally
68. 2014 film “___ the Woods”
69. Headquarters
70. Does an usher’s job
71. Shocked reaction
31. Fruit-flavored soda brand, now RC
32. Bridge
33. Wyle of “ER”
34. Online ocean?
35. Brewer’s kiln
37. American singer Simone
40. Fencing tools
45. “___ like these...”
48. “The Americans” and “Madam
Secretary”, for example
50. Aid in crime
52. Scowl
54. “Gladiator” setting
55. Chances upon
56. Bar, legally
57. Commoner
58. Maui dance
59. Some TV brands
60. Hissy fit
64. One ___ million
65. 18-wheeler

SPECIAL FEATURE
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THRIFT STORE FASHION

MEN’S OUTFITS

Outfits, Text, and Photos by
Maha Syed & Dominique Hernandez Briet

(Both found at Buffalo Exchange in Downtown Fullerton)

Fashion is a way to show off a person’s
style and personality. But most times, the
fashion that is popular nowadays is out of
our price range. Fortunately, thrift stores
and secondhand stores often have a great
variety of clothing choices at much cheaper prices compared to name brand stores.
We explored a thrift store and a second-

hand store in Fullerton and put together
the outfits that are displayed on this page.
Also, see the list at the bottom of the
page for more thrift store locations.
*All “TOTAL COST” prices below
exclude tax and all the “NAME BRAND
COST” prices are rough estimates based
on popular store prices.

UPSCALE CASUAL
If you want to look nice, but not too
overdressed, this is the outfit for you.
The graphic tee adds your
own personality while the blazer
makes the outfit a little more formal.

BLAZER JACKET:
Thrift Store: $16.50
Name Brand: $37.99

GRAPHIC TEE:
Thrift Store: $8.50
Name Brand: $10.99

WOMEN’S OUTFITS
(Both found at Goodwill off of State College)
CASUAL

AVIATOR SUNGLASSES:
Thrift Store: $9.50
Name Brand: $12.19

A colorful outfit for a fun trip to
Disneyland or an outdoor event.
A simple denim shirt with a pop of color
found in the red-rimmed sunglasses
and the red polka-dot skirt.

GRAY JEANS:
Thrift Store: $7.00
Name Brand: $27.90

SUNGLASSES:
Thrift Store: $2.99
Name Brand: $20.00

SHIRT:
Thrift Store: $5.99
Name Brand: $15.99

LOAFERS SHOES:
Thrift Store: $27.50
Name Brand: $53.99

SKIRT:
Thrift Store: $4.99
Name Brand: $14.80
SHOES:
Thrift Store: $9.99
Name Brand: $15.90
TOTAL COST: $23.96
NAME BRAND COST: $66.69

TOTAL COST: $69.00
NAME BRAND COST: $143.06

SPORTY
A fashionable everyday outfit worn
to show off style and simplicity.
It incorporates the popular
bomber jacket and ripped jeans.

BOMBER JACKET:
Thrift Store: $25.00
Name Brand: $39.90

SEMI-FORMAL

COLOR BLOCK SHIRT:
Thrift Store: $7.00
Name Brand: $19.90

This outfit is good to be worn
at a semi-formal event or dinner.
It shows class and your unique
personality without being overdressed.

RIPPED JEANS:
Thrift Store: $18.00
Name Brand: $29.90

SHIRT:
Thrift Store: $4.99
Name Brand: $27.99

CONVERSE HIGH TOPS:
Thrift Store: $20.00
Name Brand: $34.90

PANTS:
Thrift Store: $4.99
Name Brand: $84.00

TOTAL COST: $74.00
NAME BRAND COST: $114.60

HIGH HEELS:
Thrift Store: $9.99
Name Brand: $24.90
TOTAL COST: $19.97
NAME BRAND COST: $136.89

Secondhand & Thrift Stores in Fullerton
• Buffalo Exchange: 215 N. Harbor

• Thrift Store: 1123 S. Harbor

• Zion Thrift Shop:
1109 E. Commonwealth

• Assistance League
Bargain Box Thrift Shop:
233 W. Amerige
• It’s New to You Thrift Shop:
229 E. Orangethorpe
• Heirloom Shoppe:
400 E. Commonwealth

• Sav-Mor Discount Thrift Store:
1725 W. Orangethorpe
• Joy Thrift Store: 411 S. Brookhurst
• Goodwill: 2340 E. Chapman
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Humans of Fullerton
by Dominique Hernandez Briet/PHOTOS BY EMERSON LITTLE

Taylor Gaetje

reach her goal.
The last person I interviewed was one
of the volunteers at the Arboretum named
Kathy Pacaud. She explained how the
most important moral that she lives by is
“to appreciate what you have and give
back to others” which is why she is volunteering for the Arboretum.
We left the Arboretum and headed
Downtown to see who we could find. The
first person I talked with was Zoe Olive
who said “respecting others and the Earth”
is a value she lives by and that it “plays a
big part in everyone’s life because you can’t
go around disrespecting people and we
aren’t going to get very far by disrespecting the planet.” Next I talked with Mario
B. about the most important thing he had
learned. He responded that good writing
skills were important to him. He often
uses writing skills in the business class that
he is currently attending.
Last but not least, I interviewed passerby, Bernard Flynn. Bernard said that the
most important value that he lives by is to
“appreciate family because in the end family is all you have.”
Overall, this was an amazing experience. I throughly enjoyed meeting some
of the people of Fullerton and learning
their values in life. After people shared
their responses, I felt much more connected with society and I have a better understanding of what motivates people.
After completing the video interviews
of everyone, we edited the video clips into
one short video which can be viewed at
https://youtu.be/A3kAbr7Vn9A or you
can visit fullertonobserver.com and click
the “Video” tab to see the video.

Next we met, Taylor Gaetje (above)
who when asked the same question
responded with “Listening is really important.” She said it is important to listen to
people to understand their different perspectives. She explained that she is part of
the Student Government and there are a
lot of different opinions and listening
helps a lot.
After we finished at Fullerton College,
we travelled over to the Fullerton
Arboretum located on CSUF grounds.
Soon after entering I met Marcus Rosales
(at right) who was visiting the gardens.
Marcus shared how the most important
thing he has ever been taught is “to be
respectful..and that impacts how he treats
himself and others.
Then, I asked Laura Felbinger, a nurse,
“What are your goals and dreams in life?”
Laura said she wants to be a flight nurse in
a helicopter.” She said she had applied to
the military and feels that will help her

Marcus Rosales

Our Humans of Fullerton project for
the Fullerton Observer, which was inspired
by Humans of New York created by
Brandon Stanton, gave us an opportunity
to represent some of the citizens of the
City of Fullerton.
In the process of creating the video column, we had the opportunity to meet and
talk with eight unique individuals who
shared their life morals, values, and
dreams. Most of the people we talked to
answered the question, “What is the most
important thing you have ever been
taught?”
Our first stop was Fullerton College
where we wandered the campus until we
ran into some students willing to share
their responses. The first student I interviewed was Janki Sukhadia, who said
“Practice is everything.” and explained
how “unless you do work and work hard
on it, you won’t get anywhere in life.”

Sofia Valenzuela, who has been in the group for three years, and Jessica Peng (at back)
practice flag twirling maneuvers with fellow Color Guard members.
PHOTO BY DOMINIQUE HERNANDEZ BRIET

COLOR GUARD by Dominique Hernandez Briet
Color Guard is a lesser known multimedia sport that is available in many high
schools, colleges, and occasionally junior
highs. Color Guard incorporates dance
and athletics in order to enhance the visual performances of the band. The sport
uses a variety of equipment pieces such as
flags, rifles, and sabres in a choreographed
show.
I joined Troy High School's Color
Guard in 2014 at the start of my sophomore year. Throughout these two years, I
have witnessed many improvements in the
sport. In 2013, there were only about
eleven participants, but since then it has
grown to about 35 students. We have also
gained opportunities to participate in

many events including rallies, competitions, parades, and half-time shows during the football season.
Our team is always looking to increase
our size and to spread the word about this
amazing sport. You do not need previous
experience in order to join.
If you are going to attend, or are currently attending Troy High School and are
interested in joining Color Guard, please
come to Band Camp on Troy High campus starting July 25 from 8am-5pm.
If you want to join the Color Guard
team you can contact our teacher, Mr.
Castillo at jcastillo@fjuhsd.org. Also
check out warriorband.troyhigh.com for
more information.

Hi Tech Wireless Phone Chargers
by Dominique Hernandez Briet
Wireless chargers, such as those recently
installed at Starbucks, allow visitors to
borrow a charging ring and charge their
phone wirelessly through an installment
on the tables. Starbucks uses a brand
called Powermat for these charging stations. After plugging the power ring into
your phone, you simply place your phone
on the table where the ring lines up with
the Powermat installment in the table to
charge it.
Even though this makes charging more
convenient, it has limitations and only
works with certain phones, such as Apple
and some Android phones. After some
research I learned that these types of products have two competing industries Qi

and PMA. Qi is known as the standard
wireless charger. Although Qi is the standard, Starbucks decided to use PMA, or
Powermat. Both Qi and Powermat have a
similar look and the same charge rate,
Powermat is able to record charging time
and is the brand is more popular in businesses because of this feature.
Background on Qi: Qi is correctly pronounced “chee” and originated from a
Chinese symbol representing energy flow.
The Qi gives off power through an induction coil that makes alternating electromagnetic waves that are received by the
phone as a source of power. If you wanted
to buy a wireless charger for everyday use
at home, Qi is the more recommended
brand.

EDUCATION NEWS
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES
by Jan Youngman
Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,
1401 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, 92833.
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

JUNE 7 FSD SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
Congratulations
•Principal Paula Pitluk, Sunset Lane
School was named Principal of the Year by
the ACCSA (Assoc. of Cal. School
Administrators) Region 17.
•Dr. Pletka: Trustee & Board President
Thornley reported that the boardmembers were “highly pleased with Dr. Pletka’s
performance.” They said that he worked
well with the district’s administrators and
that they were excited about the district’s
new programs including the new Dual
Immersion Spanish/English Program at
Raymond School.
The Board requested that he continue
to focus on junior high education and district safety. Trustee Thornley told him,
“You listen to the board and our priorities
and we highly commend you for your
work done in the district.”

Annual Wellness Report
Ms. Trang Lai assisted by the Wellness
& Safety Council (Faviole Mercado, Nash
Abdrabou & Kenyatta Turner) listed the
various programs that had been developed
this year including: Lunchtime exercise
activity programs at schools; a roller hockey tournament between schools; “smart
snack guidelines” for use in schools; a day
of training experience for district P.E.
teachers and for working with CSUF
teachers and student interns in developing
new wellness programs for district
schools. A “Wellness Page is now available
on the district website. New wellness programs for the staff coming soon.

Budget
The final budget to the state is due June
30. Note: The district is facing a one-time
payment of $4,084,437 for repairing or
replacing Parks Junior High School’s
HVAC system. Since this school is totally
enclosed, the district has had to rent
portable classrooms during the renovations. Also, student enrollment decreased
by 162 students this year. This will negatively affect the ADA (Average Daily
Attendance) funding that the district
receives from the state based on the number of students enrolled.

This is why the district disagrees with
the state-required 3% Ending Fund
Balance and feels that a larger fund is
needed for emergencies. Currently the
district has a Unrestricted Ending Balance
of $24,325,832 (17.48% of Total
Expenditures rather than the required
3%).
While the Prop. 98 funding continues
to show strong growth, FSD is preparing
for a slowdown in state funding. The State
Department of Finance is projecting very
low COLAs (Cost of Living Adjustment)
for the next few years; and lower growth
in funding from Prop. 98.

Revenue 2016/17
FSD Projected Revenue for 2016/17 is
$131.2 million. This is a $3.5 million
decrease from Estimated Actuals of 201516. The decrease is due to less one-time
revenue. (This is money the state had previously promised to reimburse for previously promised funding that it did not
pay in previous years.)
California remains 48th in the nation in
per pupil spending at the current per
pupil rate of $8,106 per year. Some eastern states such as New York spend
$25,000 per pupil per year.

Homeless Kids &
Transitional Kindergarten
Governor Brown has proposed an Early
Education Block Grant for 2017-18. This
would replace Transitional Kindergarten
and provide services to 4-year-olds who
are homeless, foster youth, at risk,
non/limited English speaking students
and low income students. FSD currently
has 220 homeless youth and 45 foster
youth as students.

Free Summer Meals Available
to all kids 18 and under
Mon-Fri through July 1
•12pm: Richman School,
700 S Richman Ave
•11:45am: Valencia Park School,
3441 W. Valencia Dr.
•11:45am: Pacific Drive School,
1501 W. Valencia

FIXING UNDERSIZED TEETH
When a permanent second tooth on
either side of the upper front teeth
does not fully develop, the small,
pointed, cone-shaped incisor is
referred to as a “peg lateral incisor.”
Some patients with peg lateral incisors
have parents with the same condition.
These underdeveloped teeth can seriously detract from the attractiveness
of a smile, but correction is possible.
In some cases, the dentist may elect
to augment a pegged tooth with
bonding material. While this option is
relatively quick and inexpensive, the
composite material used for bonding
does not have the luster of natural
enamel. It is also likely to become dull

and more prone to staining over time.
Another option, porcelain veneers,
may be more expensive and take
longer to complete, but they look
much more natural and last a great
deal longer.
We can answer any questions you
have about pegged teeth and help you
make the decision that works for you.
Feel free to discuss your dental concerns with us. You can trust the health
of your teeth to our extensive training
and experience. Our concern is your
comfort and confidence and our goal
is to help you preserve your natural
teeth for a lifetime. Let us help you
keep that winning smile.

Above: Volunteers helped prepare and dish out dinner to 150 people at the event.
Below: Chief Hughes talks with a group of kids.

Richman Neighborhood Celebration Dinner
Over 150 people, mostly families, gathered at this year’s Neighborhood Outreach
Dinner Celebration held at the Richman
Park Community Center and organized
by MiNDS and CSUF.
The event was held in the spirit of community building and provided an opportunity for discussion of specific needs of
families in the area.
A local resident-owned catering service
set up taco booths and volunteers helped
plate food for the occasion. Many volunteers were fasting as part of the month of
Ramadan and ended the day with the
breaking of their fast.
In attendance at the event were former
UCLA and WNBA sports star Maylana
Martin Douglas; VP of Healthy
Communities Barry Ross and Chaplain
Roger Vendervest of St. Jude Medical
Center; Dr. Laura Roads, Dean of CSUF
College of Health and Human
Development; MiNDS Co-founder Dr.
Taif Kaissi and President Dr. Faisal Quzi;

Richman Center Director Dr. Jessie Jones;
Parks
&
Recreation
Fullerton
Commissioner Jesus Silva and his wife
Richman School teacher and California
Assembly candidate Sharon Quirk-Silva;
and Fullerton Police Chief Dan Hughes.
This was the fourth event held in
Fullerton organized by MiNDS and cosponsored by CSUF. For more information on MiNDS visit mindsnetwork.org.
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Fisler Students Win
Media Festival Award
“Peace from Fisler” created by students
from Robert C. Fisler School in Fullerton,
won the PBS SoCal Student Media
Festival award for the special category of
Best Animated Music Video.
Every award-winning school receives a
plaque for their school trophy case.
Teachers of winning student entries
receive a one year membership to CUE.
And teachers of overall winning entries
receive a cash prize and a complimentary
registration to the CUE 2017 National
Conference in Palm Springs in March
plus other goodies. CUE is a nonprofit
educational corporation with the goal to
advance student achievement through
technology in all disciplines. For more
information on the annual Media Festival
contact
Jillian
Tempesta
at
jtempesta@pbssocal.org.
To see Fisler’s award-winning film and a
host of animation how-to films visit
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4c4nPBGo
Mmc
Another fun bilingual award winning
film from Sherman Elementary students
featured Ballet Folklórico (a dance troop
often seen performing in Fullerton. To s
ee it visit:
www.dropbox.com/s/9uri45jn5z7nq6s/
Ballet Folklórico.mp4?dI=0
The ceremony for the 2016 awards took
place on June 11 at the Zipper Concert
Hall in LA. The competition and awards
were in two sections one for elementary
and one for secondary school entries. The
California Student Media Festival is the
oldest student media festival in the
nation. The state-wide competition celebrates and rewards creative multimedia
projects produced by innovative students.
To learn more about the festival visit
www.mediafestival.org

East Fullerton Little League Angels Baseball Coaches Doug Duxbury and Bob Clements (at left) and Fullerton Angels Baseball Manager
Ricky Quintero (at far right) with the winning team Jacob Quintero, Carlos Cervantes, Jerry Becerra, Sebastian Vargas, Jonathan
Mejorado, Roman Lopez, Luke Duxbury, Maverick Clements, Elijah Espinoza, Jeremy Imbriano, Evan Acosta and Nicholas Stokman.

Congratulations East Fullerton Angels - New District 56 Champions
The East Fullerton Little League Junior
Division Angels were presented with the
District 56 Tournament Championship
plaques in a ceremony held on June 11th
at the Brea Sports Complex following
their winning game over La Habra.
“We went 15-5 during the regular season and this is the first time that East
Fullerton Little League has outright beat
the great Golden Hills Little League,” said
team manager Ricky Quintero.
“We entered the Tournament of
Champions and beat Brea#3, Murphy
Ranch#1, Brea#1 and La Habra#1 for the
Championship. All games were played at
Brea Sports Complex.
“In the Championship game on June

11th we beat La Habra 6-4 in what was a
great game as the kids on both sides never
gave up and it came down to the last
inning.”
The Fullerton Angels overcame obstacles throughout the season having to play
without star players, Jerry Becerra,
Maverick Clements, Nicholas Stokman,
Jacob Quintero and Carlos Cervantes for
various reasons.
“This group of kids had great chemistry,
determination, commitment and great
work ethic,” said Manager Quintero.
“We also had fun throughout the season
as the kids joked, played practical jokes
with each other and pushed each other
toward victory in the process.”

The cities participating in the tournament were Fullerton, Brea, La Habra,
Murphy Ranch, Hacienda Heights and
West Yorba Linda. All represented their
teams well. “Brea Little League President
Ray Gonzalez and his staff did a great job
with the Brea Complex baseball fields as
they were in great shape,” said Quintero.
East Fullerton plays most of their regular
games at the Fullerton Sports Complex.
“We want to thank all the cities that
participated, all the players who participated, the coaches involved and most
importantly the parents for supporting
every individual throughout this process,”
said Manager Quintero.

Big Brother of
the Year 2016
Michael Keyser
with Jorge
Calderon, his
little brother
were selected to
represent Big
Brothers Big
Sisters Orange
County at the
20th annual
Stars & Stripes
Tournament in
Cabo San
Lucas.

Emerson Little Photos
Congratulations to high
school senior Emerson Little
(who is also the Observer
Video columnist) for having
two photos selected for
exhibit at the Orange County
Fair.
In addition, he has entered
the online photo competition
Share the Experience with
several photos. You can vote
for your favorite of his photos
through December by visiting:
http://www.sharetheexperience.org/gallery/search?q=Em
erson+Little

See above photo and another by
Emerson at the OC Fair.

Jorge Calderon Represents Big Brothers

Native American ruins built into a cliff at
Montezuma Castle National Monument. You can
vote for this or 4 other of Emerson’s photos online.

Fullerton resident Jorge Calderon, 18,
represented the Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Orange County in the Stars & Stripes
Tournament charity fundraising event held
in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico.
The 20th annual tournament is a worldclass deep-sea fishing and golf fundraising
event held June 23-26. The four-day tournament has raised and donated over $20
million to youth charities over its 19-year
history. This year’s nonprofit beneficiaries
include Big Brothers Big Sisters Orange
County, Miracles For Kids, Orangewood
Foundation, HomeAid OC, Tilly’s Life

Center, and Building Baja’s Future.
Stars & Stripes offers a $6,000 Angel
Flight sponsorship to six beneficiary nonprofits to invite representatives to attend
the event. Big Brothers Big Sisters Orange
County selected Jorge Calderon to represent the organization. He was accompanied on the trip by his big brother Michael
Keyser who was named the agency’s Big
Brother of the Year 2016.
Calderon credits his big brother Michael
Keyser and the Big Brother program with
helping him through some difficult times
in his life.
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Council Candidate
Contributions So Far
Three council seats (Flory, Whitaker,
Fitzgerald) will be up for election this
November 2016. Below are the most recent
financial contribution filings of the three
incumbents which was due Dec. 2015.
To see updates on filings for yourself visit
the City Clerk’s page on the city website at
www.cityoffullerton.com. Once there click
on Elections and go to 460 filings.
JAN FLORY (INCUMBENT)
Total Contributions: $0
Declared Cash Balance of $8,014
BRUCE WHITAKER (INCUMBENT)
Total Contributions: $3,600
$50 in unitemized contributions
In Town Contributions from:
$1,000: Henry Zie; Dick Davenport
$500: David Jerome
$200: Terry Trautloff
Out of Town Contributions from:
$500: West Coast Arborists
$250: Christopher Nguyen
$100: Ellen Albright; Jack Bedell
JENNIFER FITZGERALD (INCUMBENT)
Total Contributions: $29,800
Non-Monetary Contributions:
$10,500: Andrew Carroll of Fullerton
$1,899 in unitemized contributions
IN TOWN CONTRIBUTIONS FROM:
$2000: Eddie Sheldrake;
$1,000: Slidebar Inc; 3158 Strategies LLC;
$500: TNT Fireworks; James Miller;
SoCal Edison;
$250: Sonia Carvalho; Big B’s Inc; Chris
Lowe; Florentines Downtown Grill;
Jim Williams; Barb Jennings;
Renick Cadillac Suburu; Jeff Hamer;
Annie Kim; Scott Dowds
$150: Molly McClanahan;
$100: Rhonda Shader;
OUT OF TOWN CONTRIBUTIONS FROM:
$2,500: BIA of SoCal PAC 741733
$1,000: Curt Pringle; OC Apartment Assoc.;
Arron Flores; Parsons Brinckerhoff;
$500: Dustin Reilich, Griffin Structures;
Fullerton Lounge Inc; CARE Ambulance;
Hadley Tow; Keusder Homes; Sempra
$250: KTGY Group; Suehwa Liu; Pacific
Strategies Corp; Patrick Mahoney;
T. Cottle; Vance Graham; Peggi Buff;
Communications Lab; Faubel Public
Affairs; Republic Services; Starkey
Communications; John Cruz; Heather
Stratman; The Waterford Group; LSA Inc;
Cimmarusti Holdings; Todd Priest;
VCS Environmental; Stilwater Investment
Group; Steve Chavez Lodge; Dale Dykema;
Associate Builders & Contractors SoCal;
Dick Hamm; Smith Public Affairs;
North American Scientific;
Waste Management;
$150: 21 STRAT;
$100: Frank Ury for MV City Council

Public Nuisance Officer listens to evidence regarding activity at the hotel.

Grand Inn Nuisance or Not?
The city of Fullerton held a Public
Nuisance Hearing on June 22 and 23rd
at city hall to determine if the Grand
Inn at 1000 S. Euclid is operating as a
public nuisance due to the large number
of criminal incidents at the location. If
found to be a nuisance, the proposed
action is to close the Grand Inn.
About 90 minutes of public comments were taken. Supporters included
residents and guests of the hotel who
said police harass them. Many of those
who spoke in opposition seemed to have
no first-hand negative experiences but
had attended a community meeting
hosted by the police department at the
nearby Nicolas Jr. High School. The
owner of the hotel, Henry Xie, was not
invited to attend that meeting.
The city issued a “Notice of Violation-

Order of Abatement” in December
2014 detailing serious criminal activity
at the hotel and instructed the Grand
Inn to take steps to eliminate the conditions including hiring a security guard
and prohibiting loitering in the parking
lot. The city maintains that these and
other orders of the Abatement were
ignored and there has been no improvement.
According to a letter written by the
hotel owner and posted online, Renick
Cadillac has been interested in the property since 2003 when it first asked the
city to find the hotel a nuisance and shut
it down. Renick currently stores cars in
a lot on the north side of the hotel. The
letter also said that the city spent the
next two years investigating the Grand
Inn before dropping the case and that

COMMUNITY OPINIONS

A Crime Magnet
The Grand Inn Motel is a long time,
well-known crime magnet. Since
2005, over 3200 police contacts have
been made at the Grand Inn, approximately one every day. Similar motels in
Fullerton average 2 police contacts per
month.
Rather than actually do something to
rectify the problems, the owner, Mr.
Henry Xie, blames everything and
everyone else, nothing is his fault. He
has been put on notice several times by
the city, and both the city and the
police department have made numerous suggestions over the years. All of
these have gone unheeded. His lack of
responsibility and his refusal to implement any of the strategies long suggested by the city and the Police Dept. have
resulted in an Abatement Hearing.

2016

city officials have tried to pressure
him into selling the hotel.
The owner claims that the subjects of 78% of the police reports
from the location are not even guests
of the hotel including one of a prostitute who was arrested at the
Marriott and the sex trafficking of a
15-year old girl.
According to police records the
prostitute arrested at the Marriott
arranged the meeting with an
undercover officer from the Grand
Inn where she was staying. And in
January 2015 Huntington Beach
Police investigated a report of child
sex trafficking occurring at the
hotel. Undercover officers were able
to arrange an illegal sexual transaction with a 15-year-old girl who was
under the control of an adult male
renting Room 212 at the Grand Inn.
Two male guests of Room 212, who
had arranged the transaction were
arrested in the hotel parking lot.
The lion’s share of the 3,343
police contacts and arrests at the
property from June 2005 to
November 2015 have primarily
involved sales and use of methamphetamine taking place in the hotel’s
parking lot.
There have been a smaller number
of arrests of actual residents of the
hotel for use and sale of the same
drug. From mid-January to midFebruary of this year confidential
informants made 13 separate purchases of methamphetamine from
rooms at the Grand Inn.
A final decision has not been
made and the proceedings are
expected to resume August 11.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Now he wants to “partner” with the
city and Police Dept. to rectify the situation.
Mr. Xie blames any number of reasons why he is being targeted by the
city, including various conspiracy theories about the police doing the bidding
of a neighboring business.
Whether through neglect, incompetence, or ill intent, the result is the
same, The Grand Inn is a pox upon the
West Fullerton neighborhood wherein
it resides.
The Fullerton Police Dept., in
response to the many serious concerns
of the citizens who live near the Grand
Inn, and whose children have to pass
by there on their way to and from
school every day, held a neighborhood
meeting at Nicholas Jr. High School in
May. One neighbor who lives in the
general vicinity but chose not to attend

this meeting was Councilmember
Bruce Whitaker, who is running for reelection in November. Why would he
not attend such a meeting? Doesn’t he
care about his neighbors, many of
whom voted for him in the past?
Perhaps he cares more about one of
his largest campaign donors, Henry
Xie. Yes, the owner of the Grand Inn
has made multiple donations over the
years to Bruce’s campaigns. The most
recent donation was in December of
2015 (the last reporting period on file),
long after a history of problems at the
Grand Inn and lack of action had been
established and was well known to the
city.
Is this the type of representation the
voters want? Or is it the type of representation that Mr. Xie paid for?
GC Fullerton

Melia Housing Project Goes to Council July 19th
Round One went to the developer of the
Melia Homes high-density, housing proposal planned at Bastanchury and Morelia, at
the June 22, 2016 Planning Commission
meeting. Thirty speakers, who voiced their
opposition to the project, and many others
in attendance, left disappointed, sensing the
commissioners had already made up their
minds before they walked into the chambers.
Only Commissioner Kathleen Shanfield
asked for a reduction in the density of the
planned 32 units. The voices of those directly affected by the decision were dismissed
for what was articulated as the greater good.
The Planning Commission’s understanding
of the greater good and quality of life are
inaccurate in regard to this project.
The community is very concerned about
this project because it does not conform
with existing single family R1-20 homes in

the neighborhood. That means that each
residential unit requires 20,000 square feet
of land. Melia's proposal is to build one residential unit for each 4,400 square feet of
land. This translates to excessive density.
There are several relatively newer ‘edge’
developments that are compatible with the
neighborhoods including the Sunrise Senior
Living (a 2-story on Euclid near Laguna
Road,) and the five single dwelling homes
next door on Yuma (cushioned with a sound
wall). The old Sunny Hills Racquet Club
on Rosecrans was also transformed into senior apartments — another property compatible in style and density with the surrounding neighborhood.
If you feel as we do that there are more
minuses than pluses to this project please
attend the City Council meeting at 6:30pm
on Tuesday, July 19, when the project will
be voted on. Carol Edmonston Fullerton
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Maggie’s Plan: Two Hits
Writer-director Rebecca Miller updates the
screwball comedy genre of the 1930s and makes
it relevant to twenty-first century audiences.
Yes, being the daughter of playwright Arthur
Miller, she has genetic credentials for advancing
plot through spot-on dialogue, but her command of comic situations takes her away from
tragedy and into the amusing foibles of contemporary urban dwellers and smug academics.
It is a world that has been explored by Woody
Allen and Noah Baumbach — where flawed
characters are adept at complicating their own
lives, especially when they think they have a
plan. Maggie (Greta Gerwig), an adjunct professor at New College, where she teaches the
business applications and marketing viability of
art, has been in love many times, but her
romances last at most six months.
Her plan now is to skip romance and nuptials
and conceive a baby courtesy of a sperm donor.
Maggie settles on an acquaintance, Guy (Travis
Fimmel), a gifted mathematician now turned
entrepreneur. He also has imagination, finding
business success by developing an artisanal
quality pickle. Guy would like to comply with
Maggie’s plan for parenthood the normal way,
but Maggie insists on a container delivered to
her apartment.
At New College, Maggie meets another
adjunct professor, John (Ethan Hawkes), who
has achieved some fame as a Ficto-Critical
Anthropologist. But instead of writing textbooks, John is writing a very long novel.
Married to Georgette (Marianne Moore), a
high-powered tenured professor at Columbia
University, John finds he is charmed by
Maggie’s youth and genuine kindness. He asks
her to read the first chapter of his book.
Hawke, with wire-rimmed glasses and slightly rumpled hair, has perfected the middle-aged
“boy-man,” charming to women, undependable to his children, and still in search of selfrealization. Hawke played a similar character in
the 2014 movie “Boyhood.” Although married
and the father of two children, John is gratified
by the admiration and encouragement he
receives from Maggie, who continues to be
interested in reading his emerging novel. A
romance develops.
Miller does not linger on unnecessary details
as she moves the plot ahead three years with
John having left Georgette and now married to
Maggie, who is raising their enchanting little
daughter Lily even as she continues teaching,
nurturing John’s two children, and encouraging
John to finish his ever-expanding novel.
Moments of levity brighten the film in the
form of an amusing couple, Felicia and Tony
(Maya Rudolph and Bill Hader from “Saturday
Night Live”), whose practical and wise-cracking
attitude toward life contrasts nicely with
Maggie’s more earnest and idealistic demeanor.
Having been raised a Quaker, Maggie makes an
occasional stop at the local Quaker Church.
But the feature that separates “Maggie’s Plan”
from other romantic comedies occurs as
Maggie grows increasingly discontented with
her marriage to John, and she hatches yet
another plan. The second half of the movie
allows Julianne Moore to expand her role as the
respected academic and abandoned wife.
Moore shows a comic side to her acting that is
subtle, nuanced and completely engaging.
Skillful writing and brilliant acting allow us to
observe the many facets in Georgette’s personality and to make believable the film’s surprising
turn of events.
“Maggie’s Plan” is both amusing and profound as it succeeds in navigating the domestic
and professional challenges of contemporary
life.

Two Hits: Don’t Miss It!

CALENDAR & EVENTS
MON, JUNE 27
•7:30pm: Pacific Symphony Flutist
Cynthia Ellis in Free Concert at the
Fullerton First United Methodist, 114
N. Pomona Ave., at Commonwealth.
Free. Call 714-755-5799 or visit
PacificSymphony.org
•8pm: Hibbleton Free Film Series
at Hibbleton Gallery, 223 W. Santa Fe,
Fullerton. “Modern Times” (Charlie
Chaplin, 1936) was partially inspired
by a conversation between Chaplin and
Gandhi. Chaplin said, “the different
countries I visited, embroiled in unrest,
seem brewing a new epoch - theistic,
sociological, and economical - unprecedented in the history of civilization.”
WED, JUNE 29
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday
Farmers Market at Independence Park
(next to the DMV on Valencia between
Euclid and Highland in Fullerton.
Fresh produce (now including summer
fruit!), eggs, flowers, plants, baked
goods, nuts, and more straight from the
farmer. Easy parking. Rain or shine.
THURS, JUNE 30
•4pm-8:30pm:
Thursday
Downtown Market & Beer/Wine
Garden at the Downtown Plaza next to
the Museum Center on E. Wilshire
Downtown Fullerton. Arts & Crafts
and food vendors, fresh produce, kids
activities, beer & wine garden and live
music by Smokin’ Cobras. Admission is
free as is parking.
•5:30pm: Resumes that Work, a
free job search boot camp at the
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. 714-738-6326
•7pm: Look Who’s Dancing
Pathways of Hope fundraiser at
Fullerton College Campus Theater,
321 E. Chapman Ave, Fullerton.
Proceeds of the dance competition go
to support programs to end hunger and
homelessness. Tickets online at pathwaysofhope.us/LWD2016
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MON, JULY 4
•5pm: City of Fullerton 4th of July
Festival, a celebration with live music,
non-profit game and food booths, and
fireworks at 9pm. Kids activities cost
$2 to $5. Fullerton High School Track
Field at Berkeley and Lemon in
Fullerton. Free admission & parking.
TUES, JULY 5
•5:30pm: Going Beyond the
Internet, a free job search boot camp at
the Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. 714-738-6326
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council
Meeting, at City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth.
WED, JULY 6
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday
Farmers Market at Independence
Park. See Wed, June 29 listing.
THURS, JULY 7
•4-8:30pm: Downtown Market &
Beer/Wine Garden at the Downtown
Plaza next to the Museum Center on E.
Wilshire (between Harbor & Pomona)
in Downtown Fullerton. See Thurs.,
June 30 listing.
•7:30pm-9:30pm:
Barbara
Morrison’s incredible voice and range
has been praised all over the world.
Rich soulful interpretations of familiar
jazz and blues classics and original contemporary tunes. $25 ($16/students &
seniors) at the Muckenthaler, 1201 W.
Malvern, Fullerton. www.themuck.org
or 714-738-6595 for tickets. Also coming up July 14: The Susie Hansen Latin
Band; July 21: T Sisters; July 28: Peter
Brandon; Aug. 4: Yerak; Aug. 18: Lisa
Haley and the Zydekats; Aug 25:
Orange Empire Chorus; Sept 15:
Conjunto Jarocho Tenocelomeh
JULY 9
•12:30pm: OLLI Jazz Series at
Florentine’s, corner of Harbor and
Commonwealth, downtown Fullerton
features lecture and performance by the
Docs. Doors open at 11:30. No cover
charge. Kids welcome.
SUN, JULY 3
•6pm-7:30pm: Friends of Coyote
Hills Nature Walk, wear comfortable
shoes, bring water and join a naturalist
led walk. Meet at the Laguna Lake
Equestrian Center at Laguna Lake Park
on Lakeview Dr. off Euclid. Visit
www.coyotehills.org for details. Free

SAT, JULY 2
•5pm-8pm: Summer Family Night
at the Arboretum, a celebration of
family fun includes a hot dog meal.
Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated
Road, Fullerton (at the edge of CSUF
campus. $10. 657-278-4010 or fullertonarboretum.org

TUES, JULY 12
•5:30pm: Reviewing the Interview,
a free job search boot camp at the
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. 714-738-6326
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council
Meeting, at City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth.
WED, JULY 13
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday
Farmers Market at Independence
Park. See Wed, June 29 listing.
THURS, JULY 14
•4-8:30pm: Downtown Market &
Beer/Wine Garden at the Downtown
Plaza next to the Museum Center on E.
Wilshire (between Harbor & Pomona)
in Downtown Fullerton. See Thurs.,
June 30 listing.
•7pm: Our Changing Climate lecture by The Cooper Center Director
Dr. Jere H. Lipps who will share his
studies including climate change from
the paleo climate record, climate
change models, and unprecedented
changes currently being observed on
our planet. Pavilion Classroom,
Fullerton Arboretum, 1099 Associated
Rd. $20. Visit www.fullertonarboretum.com/Nature/ to register.
WED, JULY 15
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday
Farmers Market at Independence
Park. See Wed, June 29 listing.
TUES, JULY 19
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council
Meeting, at City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth. Melia Homes development public hearing.
THURS, JULY 28
•3pm-6pm: Senior Club Beach
Party Happy Hour with dancing to
the music of the “5 Star Band” plus
com;complimentary Hors d’oeuvres
and no host bar, raffle and opportunity
drawings. $4 at the door. Age 21 and
over only. Fullerton Community
Center, 340 W. Commonwealth Ave.,
714-738-6305.
•4-8:30pm: Downtown Market &
Beer/Wine Garden at the Downtown
Plaza next to the Museum Center on E.
Wilshire (between Harbor & Pomona)
in Downtown Fullerton. See Thurs.,
June 30 listing.

FREE SUMMER CONCERTS
Fullerton Summer Concert Series
6:30pm-8:30pm • Wednesdays • July 13-August 10
Fullerton Sports Complex, 560 E. Silver Pine
(off Bastanchury between Harbor & Brea)
Bring chairs, blankets and a picnic to
this causal evening of live music. Food is
also available for purchase on-site. The
Fullerton Museum Center leads a free
family arts & crafts booth each week.
Call the Museum Center for more info
at 714-738-6545.

Brea Concerts in Park
6:30pm-8pm • Wednesdays
July 6 -August 17
Brea City Hall Park
401 S. Brea Blvd.
(south of Imperial Highway)
Bring chairs, blankets and a picnic to
this causal evening of live music for all
ages. For more info call 714-990-7722.
•July 6: Symphonic Winds of
the Pacific (Pops & Patriotic)
•July 13: The Fenians (Celtic Rock)
•July 27: CHICO (Latin Jazz/Top 40)
•Aug. 3: The Urban Renewal Project
(Soul & Hip Hop Big Band)
•Aug. 10: Southland Band (Rock)
•Aug. 17: Moonlight Express Big Band)

•July 13: U2Xperience (Tribute Band)
•July 20: Jann Browne Band (Country)
•July 27: Skynyrd Reloaded (Tribute)
•August 3: Stone Soul (70s Rock)
•August 10: The Answer (Classic Rock)

Placentia Concerts in the Park
6:30pm-8pm • Thursdays
July 7 -August 11
Tri-City Park
2301 N. Kraemer Blvd.
Bring chairs, blankets to this causal
evening of live music. Non-profit food
vendors sell refreshments & dinner
options. For more info call 714-993-8232
•July 7: Diamond is Forever
(Neil Diamond Tribute)
•July 14: Upstream
(Steel Drum, Reggae, Calypso)
•July 21: The Fenians (Irish Folk, Rock)
•July 28: Darden Sisters (Country, Jazz)
•August 4: Smokin’ Cobras (Oldies)
•August 11: Mariachi Divas (Award
winning all female Mariachi band)

Craig Regional Park
3300 State College Blvd.,
Fullerton
BIG BAD VOODOO DADDY
with Kris Bradley
6pm-8pm
Thursday June 30
Bring your own beach chairs,
blankets, and picnic dinner or
purchase from on-site Food
Trucks. Bring your own alcohol
714permitted for over 21.

973-3180
craigpark@ocparks.com

or

Fullerton Community
Band Concert Series
July 2 & July 23
Fullerton College Quad
321 E. Chapman Ave
Bring lawn chairs, blankets,
dinner and friends and enjoy a
free concert under the stars.
FullertonCommunityBand.org
•6pm, July 2: "American
Independence Day
Celebration"
•6pm, July 23: "Music of
Cinema & Stage"
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At Left:
The cast and directors of The Twilight Zone
prepare for rehearsal.
Below:
The STAGESTheatre is mounting its annual production of
The Twilight Zone. This year, they will be performing
"Time Enough At Last," "The Passersby"and
"Mr. Garrity and the Graves."
Video Observer columnist Emerson Little
is a Troy High student interested
in film and photography.

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2016

Setting the Stage!
Many Fullerton residents have probably
driven down Commonwealth Avenue;
unaware that in between a dentist’s office
and a thrift store in the Fulco Center is
the STAGEStheatre, a non-profit performing arts-based “entity that was established to provide actors, directors, writers,
designers and artists with a creative environment” where they can showcase their
talent. They present every form of theatrical literature from published plays to
world premieres and are currently performing their adaptation of three episodes
of The Twilight Zone, running from June
17 to July 17.
I was fortunate enough to schedule an

interview with the directors of The
Twilight Zone, Darri Kristin and David
Campos.
I have included a part of the interview
in a video about the STAGEStheatre,
which is available on my YouTube channel
at: https://youtu.be/WVrpgoaoRBk.
My videos are now easy to access on the
Fullerton Observer website under the
“VIDEOS” tab and then click on “Emerson
Little YouTube Channel,” which should
take you directly to my page. There’s a list
of videos to choose from. To view the
Twilight Zone interview, click on the video
in
the
first
column
titled
“STAGEStheatre: The Twilight Zone.”

STAGES was founded in 1992 by Brian
Kojac. In 1993, Kojac began putting on
productions in an industrial complex in
Northeast Anaheim and named the theatre “STAGES,” referring to the stages
one goes through in life. The following
year, it expanded to a second building and
began to produce late-night shows in
addition to the regular primetime season
format. By the time STAGES moved to
its current Fullerton location at 400 East
Commonwealth in 1999, it had produced
about 112 plays. In 2004, the name was
changed to STAGEStheatre under the
direction of the Managing Artistic
Director, Patrick Gwlatney.
According to publicity director, Mo
Arii, the theatre originally “started with
26 members, most of whom went to
Fullerton College together. “Though the
majority of the productions are published
pieces, we still adhere strictly to our mis-

sion statement that supports local playwrights, and so we’ve produced original
work every year,” says Arii.
I’ve always been interested in the science-fiction and horror genres. Ever since
I was little, I have been watching The
Twilight
Zone
marathons
on
Thanksgiving and New Year’s with my
family. Also, a couple of years ago, my dad
took me to the STAGEStheatre around
Halloween-time to watch a wonderful
production of The Woman In Black. It was
amazing how they managed to scare the
audience in such a small space!
This year, the three episodes of The
Twilight Zone being performed are: “Time
Enough At Last,” “The Passersby” and
“Mr. Garrity and the Graves.”
The most well-known of the three,
“Time Enough At Last,” is about a bookish banker named Mr. Henry Bemis, who
was played by Burgess Meredith in the
original 60’s television episode.
During my interview with directors
Darri Kristin and David Campos, I asked
them to walk me through the steps of
mounting a production.
It all starts with choosing the episode
and adapting the script so the story works
on stage. Next, the directors begin to conduct auditions, where they cast actors
who are able to fill multiple roles. The
actors normally end up appearing in more
than one role per play. In fact, both
Kristin and Campos also act in this production.

Once actors have been found, rehearsals
are held to prepare for opening night. The
directors write notes to themselves, so
they can look back later and figure out
what worked and what didn’t. Soon, the
show is under way.
Behind the scenes, the technicians,
make-up artists, set designers and other
crew members are working equally hard
to ensure the production is ready. They
hold a tech day about a week before opening night, where lights, sound effects, projections and other visuals are tested.
Meanwhile, in a room behind the sets, the
make-up department experiments with
different skin tones to ensure that there
isn’t a reflection when the actors appear on
stage.
Some of the difficulties of staging The
Twilight Zone are making sure the sets and
actors are ready before the curtain opens.
They coordinate with another play,
Absolute Turkey, which is performed each
evening at Stages before The Twilight
Zone, and use the same set, with only a
couple of minutes between shows to
change the scene. The actors need to be in
position with their make-up and costumes
all ready to go before the lights are
dimmed.
Darri Kristen said that working in a
small theater like the Stages is easier than
putting on a play in a larger theater
because it’s harder to fill the excess space,
while David Campos said that “sharing a
space with another show is one thing”
and “the fact that we are doing three
episodes” means that “each episode
requires its own set of props and own set
of costumes and set-pieces.”
According to the directors, about
twenty-three people work on The
Twilight Zone and the actors are also
responsible for helping out with the
scene changes. For example, in “Time
Enough At Last,” to simulate an explosion, the lights flicker on and off. While
the lights are flashing, the actors are
changing everything around. So, when
the lights return to normal, it looks as if
an explosion actually happened.
I was given a tour of The Twilight Zone
set. They set the stage for me and put up
a projection of the play’s poster, which
looked great on camera. There were
bookshelves sitting around for the library
scene and a swinging set of doors like
you’d see in a western. Through a stage
door and set of stairs concealed by black
curtains, actors are able to quickly step

on set from backstage. I had to walk down
a narrow passageway between the wooden
backside of the set and the wall of the
make-up room to reach the changing area,
where the costumes were stored. In the
lobby, sets and costumes remained stationary on carts. In the corner of the auditorium stood the sound and lighting controls.

STAGES THEATER
400 E. Commonwealth, Fullerton
Tickets: 714-525-4484
www.stagesoc.org
•THE TWILIGHT ZONE adapted
and directed by Darri Kristin & David
Campos opens June 17th - thru July 17th;
10:30pm Fri & Sat. And 5pm on Sun.
•AN ABSOLUTE TURKEY written by
Georges Feydeau, directed by Shawn
Brewer plays thru July 17th. A witty
French farce about courtship, secrets &
lies among several married couples.

Video Column Suggestions?
Readers with suggestions about an
interesting event or historic location that
would make a good video column, can
email me at littleemerson1@gmail.com.
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Free Aztec
Dance
Classes
Free Aztec dance
classes and Aztec
music programming
at Amelia Mayberry
Park are part of a
larger Parks After
Dark free summertime programming
initiative that continues
every
Thursday through
August 25. Amelia
Mayberry Park is
located at 13201
Road,
Meyer
Whittier, 90605.
The dance classes
run from 7:30pm to
8:30pm then the
music starts and lasts until 9:30pm.
The photo above was taken by j-No at
Gateway to Nations Pow Wow 2014 and
shows Aztec dancers, Redhawk Native

MUCKENTHALER
1201 W. Malvern, Fullerton
714-738-6595 www.themuck.org

Gallery Tour of
Richard Duardo
Print Exhibit

American Arts Council, Gateway
National Park, Jamaica Bay, Brooklyn,
June 7th, 2014

MORE THEATER

MAVERICK THEATER
110 E Walnut Ave, Fullerton
Tickets: 714-526-7070
www.mavericktheater.com
•THE MAN WHO SHOT LIBERTY
VALANCE written by Jethro Compton,
from the short story by Dorothy M.
Johnson, produced and directed by Brian
Newell, opens July 8 and plays at 8pm Fri.
& Sat thru August 13 with Sunday shows

BUENA PARK CIVIC THEATER
Ehlers Event Center,
8150 Knott Ave., Buena Park
Tickets: 714-562-3860
•GREASE book, lyrics & music by Jim
Jacobs and Warren Casey, performed by

from July 17th thru August 14th at 6pm.
A young scholar from New York City
travels west in search of a new life he
arrives beaten and half-dead on the dusty
streets of Twotrees. Rescued from the
plains, the town soon becomes his home
as he finds the love of a local woman. This
love gives him purpose in a broken land,
but is it enough to save him from the
vicious outlaw who wants him dead.
students of Rydell High who take to the
stage to teach good girl Sandy how to be
cool and win the heart of bad-boy Danny.
Wear your favorite Grease costume.
Refreshments available for purchase.
Opens Aug. 5. $15/general; $13/Seniors;
$11/kids 12 & under.

A gallery tour of the prints of master
printmaker Richard Duardo led by
Duardo’s sister Lisa who manages Modern
Multiples will take place Thursday,
August 11 at 7:30pm.
The late Richard Duardo was known as
the “West Coast Warhol” for his often
large-scale colorful prints of famous musicians and entertainers like Duke
Ellington, Miles Davis, Madonna, Jimi
Hendrix and others as well as artists like
Frida Kahlo, and even Andy Warhol himself (who once offered Duardo a job at the
Factory in New York). In the late 1970s
Duardo produced prints for LA punk pioneers the Plugz, the Brat, and the
Screamers, some of which are included in
the show. The exhibit will also include

FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER
Pomona Ave, at E. Wilshire
Downtown Fullerton
714-738-6545

The Late Drawings
of Andy Warhol
Many of the drawings in this exhibition
are on view for the first time. More than
any other medium, drawing was central to
Andy Warhol’s
creative
output.
Throughout his lifetime, the artist created
thousands of drawings, observing and
documenting the world around him. The
drawings in this exhibit began during a
very productive period in Warhol’s life.
In the mid 1970s he began producing

The artist at work in his LA studio.
collaborative prints made with artists
Gajin and Chaz Borjorque.
A separate area of the show will feature
artwork by some of the many artists
whose work Duardo printed including
John Valdez, Frank Romero, Carlos
Amaraz, Camille Rose-Garcia, Bob Zoell,
Sonia Romero and others.
Duardo was born in the Boyle Heights
area of LA in 1952 and died unexpectedly in 2014 at his home in LA. This is the
first survey of his work since his death.
paintings and prints and began incorporating drawn lines into his print series,
such as Mao, Mick Jagger, and Gems.
Warhol often used an overhead projector
to trace the source image onto heavy
drawing paper.
Also check out the books at the film
kiosk to see some of Warhol’s wonderful
paintings unrelated to the commercial
pop work he became famous for.

Fullerton ArtWalk
Friday, July 1
6pm to 10pm
Downtown Fullerton
www.fullertonartwalk.com
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Dr. Martin Stephen Rochford Jr.
December 30, 1929 - May 3, 2016

Dr. Martin Stephen Rochford Jr. passed
away peacefully in his sleep on May 3, in
Carmichael, California after a struggle
with Alzheimer’s disease. Dr. Rochford
was a retired Professor of Biology and a
retired Clinical Psychologist.
After high school he attended Catholic
seminary with the intentions of becoming
a priest yet later changed his mind and
enlisted in the United States Navy. He finished third in his class at Bethesda Naval
Medical School trained as a Naval
Hospital Corpsman assigned to the
Marines with a specialty in emergency
triage. He was assigned to a Marine Field
Hospital during the Korean War and was
on his way to Korea on a ship in the middle of the Pacific Ocean when the war
ended. For the next 10 years he travelled
the Pacific Rim serving in Japan,
Okinawa, Guam, Hong Kong, Hawaii
with his last four years at the San Diego
Naval Hospital as a Psychiatric Assistant.
In November 1957 he married Eileen
Frances Doyle of Chicago and they had
four children, Stephen, Jeff, Greg and
Lori. He completed general education
courses at San Diego City College and
then attended the University of Illinois
completing his Bachelor of Science and

Master of Science Degrees. In 1965 the
family moved to Fullerton, California
where he began a 28-year career teaching
Biology and Botany at what was then
called Fullerton Junior College, later
Fullerton College. In addition to teaching
he served two terms as President of the
Faculty/Academic Senate. In 1971 he
completed a PhD Degree in Higher
Education at USC.
A voracious reader and life-long student he completed coursework equivalent
to a Bachelor's Degree in Spanish at CSU
Fullerton, leading to his teaching Spanish
and English Biology classes, he also completed the music theory, piano and guitar
classes in the Fullerton College
Department of Music and later in life,
received a second Doctorate in
Psychology.
He loved travel, history, music, theatre,
religious studies, politics and studying his
Irish heritage, in short, anything interesting and intellectual. Numerous summer
vacations driving across the United States
instilled a love of travel, intellectual
curiosity, reading, determination and lifelong learning in his children and on one
trip he even had the good luck to shake
hands with former President Lyndon

Martin Gerald “Marty” Vertson
Major Martin Gerald Vertson, USAF,
Ret., age 82, entered eternal life on May
26 at his Fullerton home with his loving
wife of 55 years, Marion, and their children by his side. He had battled courageously for two-years with pancreatic cancer.
Born August 7, 1933 to John and Marie
(Sargo) Vertson at Queen of Angels
Hospital in LA, the family including older
sister Pauline, moved to Brea. He attended St. Mary’s School, Brea-Olinda High,
Fullerton Junior College and UCLA.
Martin entered the US Air Force in
1953 and graduated training as a 2nd
Lieutenant Air Force Navigator in 1955.
He flew C119 aircraft out of Pope Air
Force Base, North Carolina, until he
entered pilot training at Webb Air Force
Base, texas in 1958. He graduated at the
top of his class and received his pilot
wings in 1959.
The same year, while visiting a friend in
Rochester, New York, Martin met his true
love Marion R. Taube on a blind date.
They were married on February 11, 1961
at Our Mother of Sorrows Catholic
Church in Greece, New York.
After retiring as an Air Force aircraft
commander in 1966 Martin began a
career with United Airlines. In 1989
Martin and Marion purchased a 40-acre
homestead in Tollhouse which they
named the “Flying V Ranch.” There
Martin raised cattle and chickens,
chopped wood, drove his tractor and

enjoyed endeavors with his loyal yellow
labrador Billy. He retired from United
Airlines in 1992 and the US Airforce
Reserves in 1993. After retiring Martin
and Marion became avid cruisers, amassing over 400 sea days and enjoying exotic
ports-of-call, midnight buffets, and making new friends from around the world.
Martin and Marion raised a family of
6 daughters and 2 sons and are grandparents of 17 grandchildren. They lived in
Fullerton for 46 years. Martin was a
longtime parishioner of St. Angela
Merici Catholic Church in Brea. He was
a longtime member of the Reserved
Officer Assoc., Reserved United Pilot
Assoc., American Legion, Republican
party, and Toy Train Operating Society.
Martin was a loving, generous father

Johnson at the Johnson Presidential
Library in Austin, Texas. Finally, he left a
legacy of teachers, all three sons, his
daughter-in-law; girlfriends of two sons
and one grandson are teachers.
He possessed a keen and quick wicked
sense of humor that included jokes and
pranks. Always willing to do anything
goofy, he once purchased a green floppy
hat, a green plastic children’s pail and
scoop and painted the words ‘Official
Pooper Scooper” on the pail and then
would walk the parade routes in front of
the Buena Park High School Marching
Band and scoop up the ‘road apples’ left
by the horses so that the students did not
have to step in it! He continued to attend
and a proud caring Papa. He was honest,
respectful, genuine, and a true gentleman.
He was a loyal and trustworthy friend
with a great sense of humor, always there
to lend a helping hand. He was a man of
his word and his deeds followed his
words. Martin was beloved husband to his
“Rose” - “This I will remember, when the
rest of life is through: the finest thing I’ve
ever done is simply loving you.”
Martin’s parents were born in Milna,
Croatia and he was proud of his heritage.
Martin is survived by his wife of 55
years, Marion R. Vertson; daughters:
Marie E. Martin (Pat); Cynthia A.
Papazis (Angelos); Victoria L. Muffie
(Chris); Karen L. Tadros (George); Ann
K. Berger (Scott); Rebecca S. Partida
(Arthur); and son, John A. Vertson
(Catherine). He is also survived by his
adoring grandchildren Jennifer and Jered
Martin and Erin Martin Picon (Eric);
Haley and Nolan Vertson; Alexander,
McKenna, Lauren, Joshua, Logan, and
Jack Papazis; Caroline Muffie, Bailey and
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the concerts and plays and travel on concert tours of his children into and
throughout their adulthood as well as
those of his grandchildren. Finally, along
with his son Greg he was a founding
Board Member for the Pacific Crest
Drum and Bugle Corps in Diamond Bar,
CA. After his retirement from Fullerton
College, he continued to work into his
early 80s. His last job in 2012 was at age
82 and included walking as many as four
miles roundtrip to his job at the Nevada
PBS TV Station KNPB at the University
of Nevada, Reno.
He is survived by three sons, Dr.
Stephen Rochford and girlfriend Colleen
Hildebrand, Jeff and Lisa Rochford and
granddaughters Hannah and Abby, Greg
Rochford and girlfriend Jennifer Carr and
one daughter Lori and Christopher Jean
and grandson Jean-Paul Jean II and
granddaughter Renée Jean, and, former
wife Eileen and husband James Chauvin.
Many nieces, nephews, grandnieces and
grandnephews also survive him.
Dr. Rochford willed his body to the
University of California, San Francisco
School of Medicine and asked in lieu of
flowers that contributions be made to
either the House Ear Institute, Prostate
Cancer Foundation, Irvine Valley College
Foundation Music Scholarships or the
Giocoso Youth Orchestra.
Madison Vertson; Martin Tadros and
Allison and Erica Berger; and niece Carol
Crow Rinde. Martin was predeceased by
his mother and father and his sister and
brother-in-law Pauline and James Crow.
Contributions in Martin’s memory may
be
made
to
the
Lustgarten
Foundation/Cure Pancreatic Cancer
www.lustgarten.org and The Missionaries
of Charity Brothers, 1316 South Westlake
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90006.

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS WELCOME YOU

Orangethorpe
Christian
Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor
Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE
FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org
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Dora Mae Sims at the library with her book about the history of Fullerton “Ostrich Eggs for Breakfast.”

Dora May Sim
On June 6, longtime resident and historian Dora may
Sim passed away peacefully of natural causes at the age of
97 in her beloved Fullerton. Born in Redlands,
California, Dora May often referred to herself as “just a
country girl,” when she spoke of growing up surrounded
by beautiful groves of navel orange trees with their wonderfully fragrant blossoms. Her loving parents Bert and
Maude Browning always encouraged her love of reading
and her brother Charles always kidded her about being
his “smarter older sister.”
After graduating from high school during the
Depression she realized her dream of becoming a librarian when she graduated from the Riverside Library
Service School at the City of Riverside Carnegie Library.
She began her library career at the University of Redlands
Library where she met her husband of 66 years, Leslie
Wyman Sim.
After the wedding the couple moved to Madison, New
Jersey where Leslie attended the Drew University
Theological School while Dora May enjoyed her work at
the Drew University Library. After graduation, they
returned to California where Dora May began her 2nd
career as a Methodist Minister’s Wife in Lone Pine and
Bishop. In 1949 their only child Maureen was born. The
family then moved to San Pedro, and after leaving the
ministry to become a high school teacher they moved to
Fullerton.
Dora May began the lifelong career as a Children’s
Librarian at Fullerton Public Library where she worked
for 32 years. It was there she worked with her mentor
Ms. Mary Campbell and her dear friend Carolyn
Johnson and so many other special people. Baby boomers
remember the Saturday Children’s Story Hours and
Summer Reading Clubs, all traditions that Dora May
treasured and made so very special.
In 1972, Dora May became the unofficial “Historian
of Fullerton” with “Ostrich Eggs for Breakfast,” her history of Fullerton (illustrated by Wanda Collins and with
the generous support of the Fullerton Friends of the

Library). The book was published and has
long been the text used in the Fullerton
School District’s 3rd grade classes. Over
the years, Dora May expanded the book
and was pleased to learn that the Fullerton
Sunrise Rotary Club had funded her book
to go online and that it was available
worldwide.
After retiring from the library, Dora May
and Leslie moved to Morningside of
Fullerton where she lived for 24 years.
Together they enjoyed traveling worldwide
until Leslie’s death in 2006.
Sim Lane, a street in the Amerige
Heights development and a commemorative plaque honors her years at the
Fullerton Library and her book on the
town’s history. She was an active member
of Fullerton First United Church for over
60 years.
Dora May enjoyed returning to the
library when asked to participate in special
projects including visiting with 3rd grade
students excited to meet the author.
While soft-spoken, and uncomfortable
bringing attention to herself, people spoke
of Dora May as “a legend.” She loved and
enjoyed young people and always encouraged them to “Be all that you can be.”
Children returned the sentiment and she
received numerous letters from 3rd graders
with messages like “Your book taught me a
lot about Fullerton! and “We love you Mrs.
Sim!” She loved the City of Fullerton and
loved sharing its history.
A colorful banner in her home read
“Find the sweetness of life and breathe it
in.” People who knew Dora May Sim felt
she was one of the nicest people they had
ever met. She will be remembered fondly
and is truly missed.
Dora May is survived by her daughter
Maureen (and husband Richard File) of
Riverside; her step grandchildren Rick File
of Oregon; Debbie Gallardo of Texas; and
her great and great-great grandchildren
who she enjoyed and dearly loved.
A permanent tribute for
Dora May Sim is planned
at the Children’s Room of
the Fullerton Public
Library,
353
W.
Commonwealth.
Per her wishes, no services will be held, but a tribute that she would welcome is for people to
remember her, while they
enjoy enriching their
minds by reading a book.
Below: Dora Mae Sims at
the beginning of her career
as a librarian at the
Fullerton Public Library.

Pastor Retires After 35 Years
Dr. Reverend Joseph LoMusio
is retiring from ministry after 35
years as head Pastor of Temple
Baptist Church in Fullerton. He
has enjoyed a long and meaningful career alongside his wife,
Linda, two daughters, Stacie
and Amy and the members of
the congregation.
Pastor Joe LoMusio was
ordained in 1974 and has pastored 3 churches for a total of 43
years of pastoring. He has traveled to 10 countries on missions/ministry trips, performed
over 400 baptisms, 72 weddings,
earned one doctorate, received

two honorary doctorates and has
published two books and
numerous magazine articles. He
has been the president of 3 higher education institutions and has
served as adjunct faculty at 6
schools.
Pastor Joe looks forward to
spending more time on his hobbies, traveling with his wife,
working on writing books and
teaching part time.
Temple Baptist Church will
celebrating Pastor Joe’s retirement with a special service on
Sunday July 3rd at 10:15am at
1601 W. Malvern Ave.
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Nuclear Waste Storage Concerns at San Onofre

His Holiness Dalai Lama on screen at Temple Opening in Westminster. PHOTO BY SINH DANG

HIS HOLINESS THE 14TH DALAI LAMA
AT DIEU NGU BUDDHIST TEMPLE
by Sinh Dang
His Holiness is the spiritual leader of
the Tibetan people. He is 80 years old. He
frequently states that his life is guided by
three major commitments: the promotion
of basic human values or secular ethics in
the interest of human happiness, the fostering of inter-religious harmony and the
preservation of Tibet’s Buddhist culture, a
culture of peace and non-violence.
Upon hearing that the Holiness would
be at Dieu Ngu Temple in Westminster
on June 18 and 19, I immediately drove
there to get a pair of tickets for the 18.
The program was to start at 7am and last
until 2:30 pm and then continue on with
the Grand Opening ceremony into the
evening and the following day.
I thought we would beat the crowd by
arriving at 6am. I was so wrong! The adjacent streets were blocked. But, there were
remote parking sites with a shuttle taking
us to and from the temple. Going with
the flow, we parked at Webber Elementary
and used the shuttle service.
There was a long, long line on the street
to the security gate and metal detector.
There were several sections of the stadium
styled seats built on the street outside the
temple facing two huge screens. We were
free to sit anywhere, under the intense hot
sun. There was plenty of bottled drinking
water provided throughout. We could
have tried for a seat inside, but I anticipated an early departure, so we stayed
closer to the exit.
The people who were inside were either
dignitaries or very early arrivals. My
friend said she had been there since 5am.
Thousands of us were outside; an estimate
of 6,000 in total. Many of us who left
Vietnam decades ago and came to live in
the US were present. The rest were a

multi-national population who came to
see the living Buddha; religious people
consider this a lifetime opportunity.
His Holiness arrived a little after 9am.
As the Dalai Lama stepped onstage, a
sea of hands whipped out smartphones,
cameras and tablets to capture the scene.
Vietnamese-language media broadcast the
event live. Camera operators confronted
police, refusing to budge when authorities
tried to clear a fire lane.
When His Holiness opened his sermon,
a calm came over his audience. “We are
the same human beings — mentally, emotionally, physically,” he said, urging listeners to be kind and compassionate “starting
today.”
The religious teaching session topics
included: The Essence of Buddhism
and The Power of Compassion as Key to
Accomplish Greater Values for Self and
Others.
The first part of the speech was in
English, translated into Vietnamese. His
Holiness later spoke in Tibetan, translated
into English and Vietnamese.
At one point His Holiness said that he
was inside, so he was okay, but the listeners outside were warm under the sun.
They could put on a hat, open an umbrella, or wet a towel with water to place on
their heads to feel better. Immediately, I
felt a cool breeze blowing in the air, which
made me feel fresh and well.
Religious people say if you are within a
mile from His Holiness, you would be
blessed by his teaching and his energy.
Since my family wasn’t doing well in the
heat, we left early. Bottled water and vegetarian sandwiches were waiting for us on
our way out. What a memorable and
blessed day!
Author Sinh Dang is a longtime
Fullerton resident.

Over 10 million people living within a
50-mile radius of the closed San Onofre
Nuclear plant could be endangered by
Southern California Edison’s plan to bury
2,000 tons of radioactive waste at the site.
Fullerton is within 42 miles.
Last year the California Coastal
Commission approved SCE plans for the
temporary on-site burial until a more permanent solution can be found. That
approval is being challenged in court.
In the meantime Edison is in the
process of transferring the waste out of
holding pools and into over one hundred
45-ton canisters to be buried in a concrete
container on the beach.
Criticisms of the SCE plan to store the
highly radioactive fuel rods in thin-steelwalled and concrete casts 100-feet from
the ocean were presented by the Secure
Nuclear Waste Coalition at Laguna Beach
City Hall in early June.

“Each canister contains a Chernobyl’s
worth of radiation,” said Donna Gilmore
host of an informational website
www.sanonofresafety.org, which was successful in alerting the public and triggering the plant’s decommissioning (despite
SCE opposition) after a series of safety
issues were discovered following the 2012
radiation leak.
Burying casks containing the radioactive waste on the beach, according to the
plan’s critics, fails to take into consideration numerous safety issues including
earthquakes and degradation by saltwater
intrusion. Plus, they say there will be no
way to track leaks.
Instead of burying the waste, suggestions are to move the casks to a new
underground nuclear waste disposal facility proposed north of Odessa, Texas.
For details on the issues involved visit
https://sanonofresafety.org/nuclear-waste/

$500 Reward for Return of Tiger
The Lost Cat
If you have seen Tiger or know of his whereabouts
please email Kevin Curtis at houseofcurtis@netscape.net

BALANCE & CHANGE
When Bad Things Happen
It is true that bad things happen in
the world. It is also true that many
more good things than bad things happen in the world. But, sometimes the
bad events take over all of our energy
and focus. This is true whether it is
something personal such as an illness or
something more on a national level,
such as the shooting in Orlando.
I am not saying that we should ignore
the bad. We need to put energy into it
so that we can learn from it and heal.
We also need to do what we can to prevent these tragedies from repeating. I

will not go into the politics in this space
except to say one thing: getting
involved not only helps us to feel less
powerless but can also change the world
in a positive way.
We sometimes put more energy into
all the negative possibilities. This focus
can take away our ability to enjoy the
happiness that is present in our lives.
Focus on the positive. Focus on the
good. Put your energy towards that. It
is healing and keeps us in balance.
Enjoy when life is good. And, as always,
enjoy the journey!

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5
www.michellegottlieb.com
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Call 714-525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides
space for NEIGHBORS to advertise.
To participate you must have a local
phone number. Contractors must provide valid license. Editor reserves right
to reject any ad. Sorry, we do not
accept date ads, get rich schemes or
financial ads of any sort. Call 714525-6402 for details.
The cost of a classified is $10 for 50
words or less per issue. Payment is by
check only. Items to give away for free
and lost and found item listings are
printed for free as space allows.
The Observer assumes no liability for

ads placed here. However, if you have
a complaint or compliment about a
service, please let us know at 714525-6402.
Call City Hall at 714-738-6531 to
inquire about business licenses.
For contractor license verification go
to the California State Contractor
Board
website
at
License
www.cslb.ca.gov. Once there click on
the red link on the left of the page
which will take you to a screen where
you can enter the name, contractor
number, or business to make sure they
are legit. Thank You!

JOBS

FULLERTON SCHOOL
DISTRICT JOB OPENINGS

The Fullerton School District is seeking qualified individuals for the following job openings. Details and applications can be found on www.edjoin.org
– search Fullerton Elementary.
•Instructional Assistants for Special
Education,
Bilingual/Biliterate
Spanish ($16.30/hr.), Regular and
Recreation ($15.12/hr.) wanted for
part-time positions. Exp. working with
children and 48 college credits
required.
•After School Site Lead $17.99/hr., 30 to 35 hrs/week – Three
years related experience, minimum of
two years college required.
•Health Assistant, BilingualBiliterate, Spanish - $17.99/hr. (Parttime 3.75 hrs./day) One-year paid exp.
performing first aid care and routine
healthcare procedures with clerical exp.
Valid first aid and CPR certificates
issued by American Red Cross required.
•Clerical Assistant II/BilingualBiliterate/Spanish - $18.90/hr. – Two
years clerical exp. required. Must read,
write and speak both English and
Spanish.
•Social Service Assistant $17.54/hr. – Two years exp. working
with community service organizations
or youth groups, part-time position.
Outdoor supervision of students
required.
•Playground Supervisor- $15.12/hr.
– One to two hrs/day or on-call.
Supervises students on playground to
ensure student safety and rules are
observed performing duties with
patience, tact and good judgment.
•Custodian - $17.54/hr. substitute/on-call 6 mths. exp. req.
•Transporter $18.90 substitute/oncall – One year exp. general delivery in
warehouse or stockroom, good driving
record req.
•Speech and Language Pathology
Assistant - $19.36/hr. – Part-time position 3.75 hrs/day must be registered as
a Speech-Language Pathology Asst. w/
the State of CA. 6 months experience

At left is the answer
key to the crossword
“Sounds Important”
on page 7.

FULLERTON ARBORETUM

Visit www.fullertonarboretum.org for
updates on part and fulltime jobs and
career opportunities from gardeners to
office assistants.
•Horticulturist (advanced gardener). Full
time, occasional weekend & holidays/ $16$19/hour. Benefits. FLSA non-exempt.
Assist in the care and maintenance of the
Arboretum’s 26 acres of plant collections.
Strong knowledge of plants and ability to
learn. Safely operate hand and power tools
and garden vehicles. Background check.
CITY JOB OPENINGS

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then “City
Employment.” Check closing time.
•Community Services Leader or
Specialist. Non-regular, at will, not-benefited (1,000 hours per fiscal year). $10$10.75/per hour or $11-$12/per hour.
Under supervision promotes, organizes and
leads a variety of recreational activities and
related work as required.
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker. $10.50$12/hr. Under supervision performs fire
station support & tasks. (non-regular, nonbenefited). Continuous.
•Water System Manager/Assistant City
Engineer.
Full
time,
$113,475$137,930/annually. Under general direction of the Public Works Director.
Responsible for management of the Water
Engineering and Construction Divisions,
including water system planning, quality
control, rate setting, and engineering, and
for the safe, efficient and cost-effective
administration of a variety of related functions. May be assigned as the Public WorksEngineering Deputy Director for a 10%
assignment pay.
•Police Cadet/Sr. Police Cadet
$11.50/hr; Sr. Police Cadet $13/hr (nonbenefited). Non-sworn part-time opportunity for training and exposure in all divisions of the Police Dept.
•Police Dispatcher. $23-$29/hourly
(non-regular, non-benefited) Continuous.
•Police Officer Lateral/Academy
Trained Full time $5,697-$7,271/monthly.
Performs sworn police duties as required.

Fullerton-born resident
Valerie Brickey
has been
constructing puzzles
for numerous years.
She has agreed to keep
us entertained with
more in the future!

Fullerton Opens Cooling Center
at Community Center
In response to continued high temperatures that are expected to reach over 100
degrees in the coming days, the City of
Fullerton has designated the Community
Center as a "Cooling Center." The
“Cooling Center” will be activated and
available to all residents. The Fullerton
Community Center is located at 340 W.
Commonwealth Avenue across the street
from Fullerton City Hall (714-7386575).

The CDC recommends the following
precautions: Air-conditioning is the number one protective factor against heatrelated illness and death. During conditions of extreme heat, spend time in locations with air-conditioning such as shopping malls, public libraries, or public
health sponsored heat-relief shelters in
your area; Drink cool, nonalcoholic beverages and increase your fluid intake,
regardless of your activity level.

OLDER ENGINEERING &
TECHNICAL BOOKS WANTED

AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

BOOKS WANTED

Engineering, physics, mathematics,
electronics, aeronautics, welding, woodworking, HVAC, metalworking, and
other types of technical books purchased.
Large Collections (25+books) preferred.
Please call Deborah (714) 528-8297.

TUTORING
TUTORING

Sherri Spiller, MA, holds California
Teaching Credentials in Regular and
Special Education. She offers private
tutoring in Reading, Writing, and Math
for grades K-9. Her greatest strength is
working with students who have difficulty learning. She can be reached at: 714688-6241 and iteachla@gmail.com

Unclaimed Property
$640 in US currency becomes city property on June 30, 2016. Call Cpl. Drew at
714-738-3130 to ID.

Summer Food

Free meals will be available to all children 18 and under on a first come, first
served basis. No registration is required.
Mon-Fri through July 1
•12pm: Richman School,
700 S. Richman Ave.
•11:45am: Valencia Park School,
3441 W. Valencia Dr.
•11:45am: Pacific Drive School,
1501 W Valencia

BEAUTY & HEALTH

To buy Amway, Artistry,
or Nutrilite products
please call Jean 714-349-4486

HANDYMAN

LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Patios, Windows, Doors,
Gates, Fences, Dry rot, Electrical, New,
Repairs, Special Projects. CSLB #744432.
Bonded, Insured. Free Estimates 714738-8189

FREE HELP LINES

•Call 2-1-1 on your phone for nonemergency help on any issue you are having in OC. Free. www.211.org
•TEENLINE’s number is (800) TLCTEEN (800-852-8336). Open 6pm to
10pm and answered by teens. Also available online at teenlineonline.org.
•WTLC: If someone you know is, or
you are, the victim of domestic abuse,
contact the 24-hour bilingual hotline at
877-531-5522.

Environmental Working Group’s

Best & Worst
Sunscreens 2016

EWG tested and rated over 750
sunscreens for harmful ingredients and
effectiveness. See the list at:

https://www.ewg.org/sunscreen/r
eport/executive-summary/
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Dorothy & Jim in Florida
Jim and Dorothy Mackintosh traveled to Tampa, Florida for the high school graduation of their twin granddaughters. The Tampa skyline is in the distance.

Andi Stein at
Shanghai Disneyland
Andi Stein is a professor in the
Department of Communications at
Cal State Fullerton, where she teaches
a class called "Deconstructing
Disney."
She brought along a copy of the
Fullerton Observer on her trip to
China where she had the privilege of
attending the opening of Shanghai
Disneyland. (Andi sent this while she
was still in China)
“I came to Shanghai for the opening of Shanghai Disneyland on June
16. I'd previously been to all 11 of the
other Disney theme parks in
California, Florida, Tokyo, Paris, and
Hong Kong. This was the first Disney
park opening I'd ever attended, and it
was really exciting to be in Shanghai
for the launch. Shanghai Disneyland
is the largest of the Disney parks and
has the biggest castle. It's a beautifully landscaped park. It combines
Eastern and Western cultures. I'm
having a very good time here!”

"Special 88th
Birthday Tour"
Long-time Fullerton resident, Marsha Elliott, treated
her mother, Jean Carr (who
recently moved to Fullerton),
to a tour of Hearst Castle for
her 88th birthday. What a
fun treat!

CSUF Titan Fan
in Omaha
Tom Elliott, owner of Past
Times Collectibles in downtown Fullerton, on his annual visit to the College World
Series in Omaha, Nebraska.

REGISTRATION
IS NOW OPEN!
• INDOOR & OUTDOOR LESSONS
• PRE-COMPETITIVE CLASSES
• WATER POLO SKILLS CLASSES
• PARENT & TOT LESSONS

Sean & Andree in Europe

This year we finally remembered to bring our
Observer when we went to Europe. This one is of
me in Aix-en-Provence, France at one of the
many fountains. (ED: See next issue for Sean &
Andree in Barcelona and check out their photo blog
at www.redinkphotography.com)

