
by Matt Leslie

The United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the Orange
County Water District (OCWD), and the
California Dept. of Health (CDPH) host-
ed a presentation on November 14th at
the Main Library’s Community Room
about the North Basin Groundwater
Cleanup Project. 
The proposed cleanup concerns a toxic

plume of chemicals that have seeped into
the aquifer from decades-past manufac-
turing processes in an area containing city
owned production wells that provide
water for 2.5 million people, supplying
75% of the water for North Orange
County. The plume has affected three city
owned production wells.
Several government agencies including

the Santa Ana Regional Water Quality
Control Board (RWQCB), State
Department of Toxic Substances Control
(DTSC), Orange County Water District
(OCWD), California Water Boards, and
Fullerton’s own water department were
present to provide information and
answer questions about their activities
with regard to the cleanup.
The purpose of the community meet-

ing/open house was to discuss ongoing
site activities, including site investigation,
the proposed addition of the site to the
Superfund’s National Priorities List
(NPL), ways to evaluate the risk to public
heath, and outline opportunities for com-
munity involvement.
The meeting was opened by Fullerton

City Councilmember Bruce Whitaker,
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EPA ON FULLERTON WATER SUPPLY
PROTECTION AND CLEAN UP

continued page 5

ELECTION RESULTS page 20

PARADE: The Fullerton High Marching Band with the Flag Twirling Team led the 31st Annual Veterans Day Parade up Harbor 
through downtown to Hillcrest Park where the ceremony was held. PHOTO BY MIKE RITTO See story on page 6

Not the usual
election
by Vince Buck

The 2018 General Election contained
more than the usual amount of drama.
Some races are still too close to call and
the counting will continue until
December 7.  With each election, a larger
number of ballots are not counted until
after election night, and in recent years
those have tended to favor Democrats.
When the counting is done, OC will
probably be represented in the US
Congress by Democrats and only
Democrats. Who woulda thought?
The Old Orange County is not dead, as

proclaimed in the LA Times by Gustavo
Arellano, but it is on life support. In spite
of the congressional blue wave, the guber-
natorial Republican candidate holds in
slim lead in the County while gaining
only 38% of the state-wide vote
(Republicans can usually count on 40%).
Republicans are still well-represented in
the state senate and assembly and control
the Board of Supervisors. Young Kim still
holds a lead in OC in the 39th congres-
sional district race, while losing overall,
thanks to our friends in LA County.
Kim had more political experience, but

her record was weak, and she often did
not seem to know where she stood on
issues.  Her history is mainly as a district
staff aide to Ed Royce (he would have
been easier to beat since he never did
much for the district; but that is another
article).  In her two years in Sacramento
she had no significant accomplishments
(in fairness the Democrats did not provide
her any opportunities). Cisneros, on the
other hand, was inexperienced in politics
and could come across as thuggish. Both
parties seem to have come up with their
weakest candidates.

Fiber Optic
Network for
Southwest
Fullerton

Fullerton Public Works issued a per-
mit to SiFi Networks for installation of
their first “pilot” phase of a city-wide
gigabit fiber optic network per terms of
an agreement passed by council in
2014. 
The majority of the fiber installation

will be completed using a micro trench-
ing technique (approximately one-inch
in width) along the seam between the
gutter and road pavement. The installa-
tion is expected to take two to three
years to complete to every residence,
institution and business in Fullerton.
The “pilot” phase, expected to begin

in early 2019, is located in the residen-
tial area south of Commonwealth,
north of Valencia, west of Brookhurst,
and east of Gilbert. Door-hanger
notices in English, Spanish and Korean
will inform residents.
This project is not city-funded. Once

SiFi completes the fiber network it will
be leased to internet service providers
who will market the service to the com-
munity.

CityNet Homeless Census finds 
233 Individuals are Unsheltered 

CityNet, which contracts with the City
of Fullerton, other cities, and the County
of Orange, conducted a Homeless Census
from March to May of 2018 where the
agency interviewed homeless people. 
The census found that there are 233

unsheltered homeless individuals living in
Fullerton. Each interview included name,
income, drug or alcohol dependence,
mental illness or other health need, veter-
an status and other questions. 
The full report is being compiled by

The North Orange County Public Safety
Task Force. The purpose of the report,
which includes data from all North OC
cities, is to discover the number of home-
less people in each area and what services
are needed so that the proper and most
effective help can be offered.
The North OC Public Safety Task Force

is a four-year program funded by $20 mil-
lion in state funds through AB 97 in 2017
and includes other safety initiatives such
as programs to address youth violence pre-
vention and programs to promote success-
ful reentry of offenders into the commu-
nity. 
The $20 million is divided among the

cities and mandates that at least 60% goes
to community organizations to assist with
violence prevention, intervention, and
suppression activities. Community-based
organizations serving North OC cities of
Fullerton, Anaheim, Brea, Buena Park,
Cypress, La Habra, La Palma, Placentia,
Stanton, and Yorba Linda are eligible to
be granted funds. The application period
for the 2018-19 year has passed. Visit
www.nocpublicsafety.com for information
on future funding. continued page 16



by Jane Rands

I have volunteered as a poll worker for thirteen elec-
tions over the last twenty-five years, but I have never
seen such a problem as I saw on November 6. The
polling location where I was an inspector had previ-
ously been used as an Early Vote Center and voters
didn't know that it no longer was on Election Day.
At 6am on Election Day I arrived at the polling

place with voting supplies in tow. The five volunteer
poll workers helped carry the judge’s booth controller
(JBC), paper ballots, and other supplies
into the room where we had set up the
electronic voting machines, called eslates,
the night before. As we hurriedly worked
to place signs, arrange materials on the
tables, and connect the JBC to the
eslates, voters began lining up as early as
6:30am.
At 7am a clerk announced, “The polls

are now open.” The first voter witnessed
the empty ballot box that was then sealed
and then she observed and signed the
zero tape report attached to the JBC to
confirm that no votes had yet been cast
electronically.
Knowing that there were 2,611 voters

on the precinct roster, that the polling
place had been provided four more eslates
than usual, and that a higher than normal
voter turnout was expected, I anticipated
it would be a busy day. What I did not
expect was the large number of voters
from outside the precinct who said they
were directed to come there to vote because it was the
nearest Vote Center.
For ten days preceding Election Day the Fullerton

Community Center was an Early Vote Center. It was
staffed by people hired by the Orange County
Registrar of Voters (OC ROV) and provisioned with
twenty-four eslates.
Voters who lived anywhere in the county could vote

there or at any of the other eight Vote Centers in the
county because the Vote Centers had access to ballots
for any precinct in the county with all the right con-
tests down to the city council district and the school

board of trustees’ area. They could even print a paper
ballot on demand.
The Vote Centers also provided Conditional Voter

Registration for voters who had missed the October 22
registration deadline. Conditional voter registration
allows voters “to register and vote provisionally 14 days
prior to an election and on Election Day at the
Registrar of Voters office or at any Early Vote Center
Location during the 10 day early voting period,”
according to the OC ROV website OCVote.com.
So on Election Day, only the OC ROV in Santa

Ana had the ability to conditionally register
voters or provide a ballot for any precinct in
the county. On Election Day, the
Community Center was just a regular
polling place with no conditional registra-
tion and only one ballot specifically for the
voters residing mainly between
Commonwealth and Chapman from
Basque to Harbor.
Yet hundreds of voters from outside of

the precinct came to vote and each of them
had to be processed as a Provisional Voter. It
is typical to have some, but there were over
three hundred. The additional people and
extra processing resulted in a continuous
line from when the polls opened until near-
ly two hours after the polls closed.
Most of the day the line had between

twenty to over fifty voters waiting. Some
commented on how great it was to see so
many people voting. Some commented on
how understaffed the polling location was.

But I never heard one voter complain, save for a
woman who refused to cover her Gil Cisneros t-shirt
and had to be asked to leave for electioneering within
100 feet of a polling place. 
“Thank you!” to the five volunteer clerks, Ana,

Caleb, Valerie, Daniel, and Melissa, who worked tire-
lessly for seventeen hours, forgoing meals and breaks,
to ensure each voter was properly greeted, processed,
enabled to vote, and given their “I voted” sticker.
While it was a difficult day for the poll workers, my

bigger concern was that the long lines may have pre-
vented precinct voters from being able to vote. And I
worry whether it will happen again in 2020.
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District 1 Election Day Voter Confusion  

ELECTION
TRASH:
Each Fullerton 
resident’s mailbox 
was filled this season
with over 80 pieces 
of political junk mail

supporting or 
trashing candidates. 
These mailers are not
held to any standard

and can be 
completely false. 
Do these expensive
flyers work? What

better way can candi-
dates get their names

out to voters?
PHOTO BY LH

by Debbie Langenbacher

It was an evening of historical parallels as over 300 protest-
ers gathered at the Nixon Library in Yorba Linda last
Thursday to protest the forced resignation of Attorney
General Jeff Sessions, who had previously recused himself
from special prosecutor Robert Mueller’s investigation into
possible misconduct during President Trump’s 2016 election.
Trump’s decision to fire Jeff Sessions and replace him with

Matthew Whitaker has been seen by many as a brazen effort
to interfere in the Mueller investigation.
Protesters pointed out that the new acting Attorney

General Matthew Whitaker has previously outlined in great
detail how he would impede the Mueller investigation if he
got the chance. Now that the President has given him that
chance, many fear that the Mueller investigation is in danger.
The protest outside the Nixon Library was one of approx-

imately 1,000 protests held around the country. Attendees
held signs, waved flags, chanted, and shared their thoughts
and hopes.  The youngest protester was three years old, and
the oldest was 97.
People from several groups throughout North Orange

County were present: Indivisible 39 and 45, Progressive
39th, Next Step Whittier, and others.  There was a feeling of
camaraderie as folks supported each other in making their
voices heard in favor of democracy, especially knowing there
were many other groups all across our country in solidarity
with them.
Organizers of the protest notified OC Sheriff of our inten-

tion, and they had about 30 sheriffs present at the Library –
but, there was no conflict or trouble. 
Protestors gathered along Yorba Linda Blvd at Eureka Ave

in front of the Nixon Library sign. The Library’s flags there
were at half-staff in honor of those killed the day before at the
latest mass shooting in Thousand Oaks. At 6pm attendees
read the names of the dead, and observed a moment of
silence for them.
Connect with Indivisible 39 online by visiting www.indi-

visibleca39.org and Facebook.

Hundreds Gather at
Nixon Library to Protect
Mueller Investigation

District 1 
residents
will vote 
for a city
council
member
and the 
president 
in 2020 
and 

should not 
have to
share a
polling
place.

Demonstration to support the Mueller investigation 
. PHOTO CHRISTINE ROMER

2019 Homeless Count & Survey Volunteers Sought
The Orange County Point-in-Time is a count

and survey of homeless individuals and families
on a given day in January, conducted in odd years
and coming up in January 2019. The count of
those experiencing homelessness, mandated by
US Department of Housing and Urban
Development, is a chance for all of us to get up-
to-date information on homelessness in our com-
munity. The results will shape Orange County’s
approach to ending homelessness.
The 2019 Point-in-Time Count and Survey

will be conducted on January 23, 2019.
Volunteers will help conduct surveys of those
experiencing street-level homelessness in partner-

ship with an expert homeless service provider.  
If you would like to volunteer you can sign up

at www.EveryoneCountsOC.org or for more infor-
mation email info@everyonecounts.org.
Donations are also needed for items that will be

passed out among those surveyed during the
event. Donations include: Chapstick, travel-size
lotion, hand sanitizer, tissues, pairs of socks, bean-
ies, one-day OCTA bus passes, $5 food gift cards,
and water bottles. 
Email Getinvolved@citynet.org  for directions

on where to bring donations. Visit
http://citynet.org/get-involved/donate-items/ for
more information.
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Anti-Fascist Rally Downtown

Serve on the OC Grand Jury
The OC Superior Court has launched its annual Grand Jury recruitment drive.

Applications may be submitted now through January 15, 2019 to serve on the next
Grand Jury. 
Citizens serving on the Grand Jury ensure that the performance of county, city, and

other local agencies is proper and ethical. The Grand Jury responds to citizen com-
plaints about local government agencies, issues indictments for serious crimes, makes
sure tax dollars are spent wisely, and evaluates conditions at our county’s jails. The role
of a Grand Jury differs from that of a trial jury. About 80% of the OC Grand jury’s
time is spent investigating local government agencies. In addition the Grand Jury par-
ticipates in some criminal indictment and investigation hearings. 
To qualify for the position you must be an OC resident, US citizen, 18 or older, with

sound judgement and a knowledge of English. Nineteen grand jurors will be selected
from those applying and take the oath of office to serve for a one year term beginning
June 28, 2019. Application and information is available at www.ocgrandjury.org. You
can also call the Grand Jury Hotline at (657) 622-6747.

by Jesse La Tour

Refuse Fascism hosted a rally in
Downtown Fullerton at the corner of
Harbor and Chapman. The protest took
place on November 7th, the day when
Trump forced out Attorney General Jeff
Sessions, who had previously recused
himself from the Mueller investigation,
and days after several mass shootings. 
A series of similar protests took place all

over the country to encourage people to
use non-violent mass mobilization to
“drive out the Trump/Pence
regime.”
Dizzie Parker, an organizer of

the local rally, said that what
the Trump Administration has
been doing, by  sending armed
troops to the border “to terror-
ize refugees,” is an example of
fascism. He pointed out that
much of the refugee crisis is a
result of US foreign policy in
Latin America.
I asked Parker why he thinks

Donald Trump is a fascist,
since neither Trump nor his supporters
would describe themselves as “fascist.”
Parker said that Trump has demonized

and scapegoated entire sets of people,
which is a hallmark of fascism.
“First they went after the Muslims with

the Muslim ban, and they demonized a
whole section of people. And then they
went after the immigrants, and they con-
tinue to go after the immigrants in a more
accelerated and vicious way. And, on top
of that, they’re talking about rolling
women’s rights back into the dark ages,
shredding the rule of law, and just com-
pletely disregarding the normal channels
of American democracy. These are clear
indications of fascism,” said Parker,  
“There’s a reason why Neo-Nazis are

being emboldened in the streets. There’s a
reason why Charlottesville happened in
such an accelerated way. It’s fascism.”
“Fascism is a qualitative shift in the way

society is governed. It relies on open ter-
ror. It relies on demonization and scape-
goating of other cultures. It requires and
demands complete obedience to the state,
and it concentrates more and more power
into fewer and fewer hands,” said Parker.
I asked Parker if he thinks people could

support fascist policies without even real-
izing it. “People can support fascism with-
out knowing it’s actually fascism. I don’t
think that people wake up in the morning
and say to themselves, ‘How am I going to
be a good fascist today?’” said Parker. 

He said that the danger is that fascism
provides easy answers to complex ques-
tions. He added that fascism can be voted
in, but it’s much harder to vote it out.
“Regardless of whether or not you

voted, and regardless of who won, there’s
still two more years of the same people in
power, and every day they’re just grinding
up what we knew as American democra-
cy,” said Parker.
Local organizer Fran Sosa said that

“People have been paralyzed by this idea
that all we need to do is go out and vote

every four years, then go
home, shut up, and stop
protesting,” said Sosa,
“The only way that we are
actually going to drive out
the Trump/Pence regime is
non-violent mass mobi-
lizations day after day.” 
Connor, a Fullerton

College student who also
helped organize the rally,
agreed, “Tens of millions
of people in this country

hate what this regime is doing and what it
represents. We need to get millions of
people into the streets, like they did in
Egypt, South Korea, Armenia, and right
now in Romania.”
Noah Martinez, a student protester at

the rally, said, “I am out here because I
want to make sure that America is actual-
ly great, and not just have someone say
that America is great, while doing horrible
things in the White House.” 
Morgan Mull, a Fullerton College stu-

dent attending the rally, said that the
country needs a change in leadership
because Trump is “racist, sexist, and harm-
ful to the country in every way he can be.” 
Mull said she was happy with the out-

come of the midterm election because “it
was one of the biggest millennial
turnouts. “As a millennial, I was rooting
for my peers to come through, and we
did.”
A well-dressed couple on their way to

go dancing at the Atomic Ballroom
walked past the protest, and decided to
join in. 
“We were talking about how we want to

do something other than just vote.
Because you feel powerless sometimes
when you vote, and you’re vote doesn’t
seem to mean much of anything. And so
here was our opportunity to actually try to
do something to have our voice be heard,”
said Megan Hawks, who went dancing
with her partner after the rally.

“There’s 
a reason why
Neo-Nazis 
are being
emboldened 
in the streets.”
-Dizzie Parker

by Jesse La Tour

The Fullerton Public Library hosted a
panel discussion on November 12 where
results of the midterm election were dis-
cussed by a panel of political science pro-
fessors from Cal State Fullerton: Dr.
Mathew Jarvis, Dr. Scott Spitzer, Dr.
Steve Stambough, Dr. Rob Robinson and
Dr. David Traven. This was a follow-up to
their pre-election panel back in October.
Here are some key insights from this
panel:

1) Overall, regardless of all the polar-
ization in our country and some voter
suppression, democracy still kind of
worked.
According to Dr. Stambough, the

House of Representatives is the half of
congress that is supposed to be most
responsive to the popular will, and the
fact that Democrats took back this house,
shows this responsiveness working. “If
you have a president with approval ratings
in the 40s (as Trump’s are), and his party
didn’t take a hit, then there’d be some-
thing wrong,” said Stambough.

2) The six days since the election have,
however, been terrifying for democracy.
“We have a president who’s saying we

shouldn’t count the votes…who has basi-
cally said he’s going to unilaterally sus-
pend the first amendment [revoking a
reporter’s press pass], who has made an
interim appointment to acting Attorney
General. I’m not clear on the constitu-
tionality of it,” said Dr. Jarvis.

3) The election showed significant
gains for Democrats.
“In the house, we’re looking at 35-40

seats flipped, seven governorships
changed, and hundreds and hundreds of
state legislative seats,” said Dr. Robinson.
“This was a sizable gain in the house,

the largest pick up for the Democrats
since 1974 [after Watergate],” said Dr.
Stambough.

4) Wealthier suburbs, which historical-
ly have voted Republican, went
Democrat.
“If we go back to the 1980s and the rise

of the Sunbelt—the boom of the popula-
tion out of cities and into sunbelt suburbs
was the key that made it possible for
Reagan Republicanism and Republican
conservatives to start winning races at the
national level in ways that they hadn’t
been doing before. But that’s changed.

This election, the Democrats dominated
in the suburban districts,” said Dr. Spitzer.
“A lot of relatively wealthy suburbs, like

Orange County, have been turned off by
the Trump incarnation of the Republican
Party,” said Dr. Robinson.

5) Lacking a majority in the Senate,
Democrats will likely focus on things like
voting rights and investigations of
Trump.
“I definitely think we’re going to see

more pressure to open up investigations
into Trump’s relations with Russia and the
2016 election. I think Trump’s decision to
get rid of Jeff Sessions the day after the
election signals to me that he was pre-
empting the Democrats from increasing
the investigations. 
I suspect there will be more investiga-

tions...into Trump’s business ties across
the world. There have been reports recent-
ly that his and his daughter’s companies
have gotten trademarks from China—so I
think there will be a lot more investiga-
tions into his trade relations with other
countries,” said Dr. Traven.

6) This was the year of women. We
crossed the 100-woman threshold in the
House, and these are almost all
Democrats.

7) There was a historically high voter
turnout. 113 million Americans voted.
This was the first midterm in history to
exceed over 100 million votes, with 49
percent of eligible voters participating in
the election. 29 million Latinos voted,
12.8 percent of all eligible voters—this is
a new high for Latino participation in
midterm elections.

8) The Democrats could push for
more of a focus on human rights in
places like Yemen.
“With Trump’s ‘America First’ foreign

policy, there’s been a lot less emphasis on
the promotion of human rights abroad, a
lot of emphasis on the promotion of
democracy...Democrats might try to
increase emphasis on human rights, such
as pushing for an end of support for the
Saudi government’s bombings in Yemen,”
said Dr. Traven, who called the situation
in Yemen “one of the most significant
humanitarian crises of our time. The
United Nations stopped counting the
amount of casualties a couple years ago
when it was at 10,000. There’s been
reports of a likely famine that’s going to
take place in Yemen if they don’t stop.”

POST ELECTION ANALYSIS:
CSUF Political Scientists Weigh In



•Nov.20: Management System changes; ordi-
nance clarifying provisions pertaining to religious
institutions that provide shelter for up to 12 home-
less persons; Hunt Library Landmark designation,
Legislative update;  check register; Agreement with
Parkwest Hotel regarding Fullerton Transportation
Center plan, support for CalRecycle grant funding,
Rolling Hills and Woodcrest Park Improvement
projects update, approval of jail staffing services
agreement. 
•Dec. 4: Confirmation of the Nov. 6 vote and

seating of new councilmembers; Council selection
of new Mayor and Mayor Protem, Presentation of
Fire Chief Wolfgang Knabe retirement; Personnel
management system changes; Measure M2 expendi-
ture report; Group Insurance contract renewals, and
more.
Come see your local government in action!
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
by Jesse La Tour

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video 

of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast 
at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon. 
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.

Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

November 6th City Council Meeting
(Next meeting Tuesday, November 20th at 6:30pm. 

Come see your local government in action!) 

Agenda Forecast

Before every public city council meet-
ing, there is a closed session in which
council meets with various parties outside
the view of the public. During this meet-
ing’s closed session, council met with legal
counsel to discuss the case of Michael
Ramos v City of Fullerton. Ramos was a

police officer who was fired over the beat-
ing death of Kelly Thomas. He has sued
the city for wrongful termination. 
Council also met with local public

employee unions (police, fire) to negotiate
salaries, benefits, and working conditions.
The city attorney reported that the city
has rejected the fire union’s most recent
proposal.

Closed Session

Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Week
Rebecca Leifkes, homeless resources

manager, read a proclamation declaring
the week of November 10-18 “Hunger
and Homelessness Awareness Week” in
Fullerton. Some excerpts from the procla-
mation: “Every man, woman, and child in
Orange County should be treated with
dignity and respect, including those expe-
riencing homelessness. Everyone experi-
encing homelessness has a unique back-
ground, life story, and circumstances that
lead them to their current circumstances.

We are willing to have our own precon-
ceptions about homelessness challenged
and reframed in our effort to seek real and
lasting solutions. Those from our commu-
nity who suffer from debilitating and dis-
abling conditions who are chronically
homeless should be provided with hous-
ing and all necessary support. We must
work together to solve homelessness. No
one entity, including government, can do
it alone. It will take all of us working
together to end homelessness in Orange

Sale of City Property
The city council, in a February 2018 closed session, accepted an offer from RED

Development to purchase two city properties for the full market value of $360,000.
RED Development is the property owner of the Fullerton Town Center (Costco/AMC
Theaters) located on the north side of Orangethorpe Ave., between Lemon St. and
Harbor Blvd., which completely surrounds the city property. City Council agreed to
the sale and a corresponding transfer of the proceeds to the Capital Improvement Fund
for Project #44695: Residential Street Slurry Seal and Miscellaneous Rehabilitation.

Now that Jesus Silva has been elected as
the District 3 council representative, his
formerly held “at large” seat is vacated,
creating a shortage on the council as his
opponent in that race Greg Sebourn’s
term is up.
Council voted 3-1-0 (Sebourn, No,

Chaffee abstaining) to approve a new
ordinance that would allow them to either
appoint a replacement to fill Silva’s seat, or
to hold a special election.
Two members of the public spoke

against the notion of appointing a replace-
ment, and urged a special election.
Diane Vena argued that voters should

decide who is on their city council, not
the council itself. She said that appointing
a councilmember would be a form of
voter suppression. For Vena’s full com-
ments, see above right.
Helen Higgins also argued against

appointment, saying that voting rights are
the foundation of our democracy. “Please,
keep our voting rights intact and vote
always for anything other than appoint-
ment,” she said.
The decision of whether the city will

hold a special election or make an
appointment will come before council
within the next 60 days.

How to Fill Silva’s Vacated “At Large” 
Council Seat: Appointment or Special Election?

Silva Suggests Social Worker at Library
to Address Homelessness

Councilmember Silva proposed an agenda item to “see if we can use county funding,
city funding, or non-profit funding to be able to hire a social worker and place them at
the library.” Silva pointed out that some cities have put a social worker in the library,
where homeless people gather, to get them connected to social services.
City Manager Domer said that when he worked for Huntington Beach, their library

had a part-time social worker at the library who was funded through a grant.
“I can look into that and talk to our county partners,” said Domer.

Public
Comments

A local resident who identi-
fies as transgender said that
they have faced harassment,
and that they currently do not
have a valid ID because the
state of California does not rec-
ognize intersex as a gender
marker, saying, “I urge all of
you to support intersex recog-
nition, and to learn more
about it…I’m really struggling.
So please, learn about this issue
and educate yourselves. I think
it would greatly benefit the
LGBTQ community and
would really be helpful.”

Comments to Council by Diane Vena 
on Why Council Should Not Appoint a
Replacement for the Vacant Council Seat
Tonight I am asking that you reject any changes that would allow coun-

cilmembers, rather than voters to fill vacancies on the Council for many rea-
sons.

1. I feel very strongly that voters should decide who is on their city coun-
cil, not the Council itself.

2. Each of you was elected to be ONE (and that is the important word)
ONE representative on this Council.  Giving you the ability to appoint a
councilmember would give you more representation than you rightfully
have.

3. This Council makes many important decisions that have far-reaching
and long-lasting effects on all of us who live in Fullerton.  Those decisions
should be made only by voter-elected representatives on the City Council.

4. The purpose of going to district representation was to increase voter
representation not decrease it, which is what would occur if you make this
change.

5.  It is impossible for councilmembers (in actuality anyone) to fairly
appoint someone to fill a vacancy.  

6. One could argue that you would be fiscally responsible by making an
appointment, instead of holding an expensive special election.  I totally
reject this argument.  The time for responsibility, including fiscal responsi-
bility, was when two decisions were made that created this situation.  The
first was when the Council approved our current district map instead of the
community-prepared and supported one.  The second was when the
Council changed the district for which a rep would be chosen this election
from District 2 to District 3, thereby allowing Mayor Pro Tem Sebourn  to
run rather than be out of office.  A responsible choice would have been
District 2, as Mayor Chaffee is not running for re-election.  Council’s deci-
sions created this situation.  You cannot fix it by taking away the voters’ right
to choose their own representatives.

7. The time between the possible at-large vacancy and the next general
election is long, at least 1 1/2 years, too long to have an appointed coun-
cilmember who is not a true representative of voters.  It is ample time to
have a special election to fill the vacancy.

8. Much has rightfully been discussed this election about voter suppres-
sion.  Making this change tonight would suppress people’s right to vote for
and select their own representatives on the City Council.

For all of these reasons, I very strongly urge you NOT to make the
changes that would allow the Council, rather than voters, to fill vacancies on
the City Council.

Please plan your future calendars so that meetings are not held on election
days.  Voting and council meetings are both extremely important and should
not conflict with or detract from one another.  Engagement with both is
extremely important.

Boys & Girls Club
Toy Donation Drive
The annual Boys & Girls Club

Holiday Extravaganza takes place
December 8 at the  B&G Main
Branch located in the Fullerton
Community Center, 340 W.
Commonwealth.
Every year, unwrapped toy dona-

tions from the community are gath-
ered to distribute to the kids that need
them most. Last year over 750 toys
were donated and gifted. 
To participate: Host your own

fundraiser at your place of business;
Gather toys at your work place;
Volunteer to help out at the gifting
event; Donate an unwrapped toy ($10
value). Contact Mario @
mgalindo@boysgirlsfullerton.com to
donate a gift or request a donation
box for your place of business.

Local Water Rate
Study Committee

Meeting
The Water Rate Study Ad Hoc

Committee is scheduling an evening
meeting on December 5 or 6 at 7pm as
a more convenient time for the public to
attend. The agenda will include a pres-
entation by Stantec consultant Mark
Hildebrand discussing potential water
rate increases over the next five years to
support the water system infrastructure
as well as changes to the fixed meter
charges, tiered water rate structure, and
the number of customer billing classes.
Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and

search on “Water Study 2018” to learn
more about the study. Check the City
Calendar at fullerton.legistar.com or call
(714) 738-6306 for the next scheduled
Water Ad Hoc Meeting in December.
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EPA ON FULLERTON WATER SUPPLY
PROTECTION AND CLEAN UP

continued from frontpage
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North Basin
Plume Map
The map at left
from 2014 shows
the 5-mile under-
ground plume of 
contaminants
spreading into
Fullerton. The
darker spots show
the highest contam-
ination. Three

Fullerton wells have
been shut down so
far due to the

plume, which has
since expanded

north of
Commonwealth.

BEEKEEPING NOTICE
The property owner at 1725

Raintree Rd is requesting a
Residential Beekeeping Permit.
Reference number: PRE  18-00138.
Persons with medically certified

allergy may submit a written request
(with allergy documentation) that
hives not be located at this site to
Edgardo Caldera with the
Community Development Dept. at
EdgardoC@cityoffullerton.com or
by phone (714) 773-5773.

Danny Kwon, a Research Scientist from the CA Dept. of Public Health, discusses the
North Basin Plume with an interested resident. - PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

who represents the City of Fullerton on
the OCWD Board.
Whitaker stressed the importance of

clean water to the local populace and stat-
ed that his goal was to make sure that
Fullerton was working closely with the
OCWD and EPA. The OCWD has
already filed lawsuits against some identi-
fied polluters, but until the project is des-
ignated as a Superfund site, the courts will
have no established proof of culpability
for specific locations of pollution sources
within the overall site.
Caleb Shaffer, Section Chief of the

EPA’s Superfund California Cleanup
Branch, Region 9, showed a Composite
Groundwater Contamination Map illus-
trating where chlorinated solvents from
metal plating and machine
shops had percolated into the
groundwater as a plume. He
characterized it as a “common
scenario,” with a technical
complexity comparable to oth-
ers among the one hundred or
so sites managed by the agency
across the state. 
Following the first step of a

Preliminary Assessment and
Site Inspection, he explained
that the site is currently being
considered for placement on
the National Priorities List,
which is the second of nine
steps in “The Superfund
Process.” 
Because the water from the

wells is considered a “critical resource,”
steps three and four, Remedial
Investigation (RI) and Feasibility Study
(FS), respectively, are concurrently under-
way as well. 
EPA continues to review public com-

ments, but no final decision has yet been
made about whether or not to declare it a
Superfund site. Meanwhile, OCWD has
already stepped in to investigate because
of the urgent nature of the migrating con-
taminants. RWQCB is handling specific
individual sites within the polluted area.
OCWD’s hydrologist Dave Mark next

explained that Fullerton production wells
lost because of chemicals seeping into the
sediment have been replaced by newer,
deeper wells.
Monitoring wells are also being drilled

around the area, including in neighbor-
hoods, and in LaPalma Park, as part of the
agency’s Remedial Investigation (RI), half
of which is being paid for by the state
from a Prop. 1 grant, and Feasibility
Study (FS). About eighty wells have been
installed, including some for the purpose
of trying to determine the northern edge
of the plume. OCWD is working toward
an Interim Remedy and a Remedial

Action Plan to be considered by EPA.
Danny Kwon, a Research Scientist from

the CA Dept. of Public Health, then
explained that his agency would conduct a
Pubic Health Assessment in coordination
with the DTSC, evaluating potential
exposures, which can come from direct
contact with pollutants, or by ingesting or
inhaling them. He noted that exposure
itself wouldn’t necessarily lead to a health
impact. CDPH works with the federal
agency, the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry (ATSDR), to answer
concerns and evaluate the potential public
health impacts, past and present.
Contaminants invade the ground as “soil
gas” between the tiny particles of soil
itself. The exposure assessment would be

based on the amount of con-
taminants present, as well as
toxicity of each and the fre-
quency and span of expo-
sures. Public comments will
also be included in the final
health assessment. “We rely
heavily on community
engagement,” he said.
Several members of the

audience had questions,
including the Observer’s Jesse
La Tour, who expressed con-
cern that the process for
making public comments
was “cumbersome,” which
might lead to only those
with financial interests
against the Superfund desig-

nation likely to make the final effort to
express opinions about it. Public com-
ments and scientific research would be
weighed “equally,” in the final decision, he
was told.
Another resident spoke of his daughter

developing an autoimmune disorder, and
asked whether chemicals other than those
described in DTS handouts would be the
subject of water tests. 
Bev Berryman asserted that the plumes

have been known locally for at least forty-
two years, and asked whether or not the
individual plumes had blended together
over time. The OCWD’s Dave Mark con-
firmed that some areas not contaminated
ten years ago are now because the plumes
have indeed moved and co-mingled.
Although the chemical plumes are less
dense than water, they have by now
worked their way down deeper and dis-
solved into the groundwater.
Following the presentations, audience

members were invited to speak individu-
ally with representatives of the various
agencies still hosting tables in the audito-
rium. At that time, Bruce Whitaker com-
mented to a small group of lingering resi-
dents that he wished that the presentation

The November 14 community meeting
was the latest in a series of steps taken to
stop a toxic plume of chemicals from con-
taminating our local water supply. 
In June of 2014 the OCWD held a spe-

cial meeting in Fullerton to inform resi-
dents about volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) “known to cause cancer” in the
northern portion of the groundwater
basin or North Basin. At that time, three
of Fullerton’s water production wells had
already been shut down because of the
plume of contaminants that had spread
from the source site soil into the shallow
aquifer, and into the principal aquifer
from which drinking water is pumped.
At that time, OCWD was already col-

laborating with state and federal agencies.
State agencies were working to identify
and clean up source sites where there is
the highest concentration of  VOCs and
OCWD was following the National
Contingency Plan (NCP) process for eval-
uating and implementing cleanup.
OCWD was taking the approach that
responsible parties must be part of the
solution.
In April 2015 the Fullerton City

Council was informed (in a “Receive and
File” Consent Calendar item) that the
OCWD had installed six extraction wells
and a pipeline and had begun their first
cleanup effort for a portion of North
Basin. The item stated that the council
had been briefed by OCWD in 2007 and
2012 about the contaminant plume.
In June of 2017 OCWD requested that

letters be sent to Governor Brown asking

A Brief History of the Contamination
him to send a recommendation to the
EPA to list the North Basin plume on the
National Priority List. The council voted
four to one in favor of sending the letter,
with Jennifer Fitzgerald voting against it,
and instead requesting to “table the item.”
Theresa Harvey penned a letter on behalf
of the North Orange County Chamber of
Commerce opposing the council support
of EPA’s help in the cleanup.
Assemblymember Quirk-Silva sent a letter
in support of the EPA's involvement
directly to the Governor.
The EPA’s current approach is that the

site is a significant enough threat that
clean up must be done now, regardless of
whether the responsible parties can be
identified. (For more information:
https://www.cityoffullerton.com/gov/depart-
ments/public_works/water_system/north_ba
sin_cleanup.asp and www.epa.gov/super-
fund/orange-county-north-basin)

had stressed that the area’s drinking water
is safe. (Water quality testing is done regu-
larly by the OCWD) He also thought the
map used by EPA to illustrate the current
state of the polluted area seemed to be a
simplified one showing a large “blob”
rather than the individual co-mingling

underground plumes (see the 2014 map
above showing the source plumes). EPA
Section Chief Shaffer confirmed that “all
drinking water meets federal and state
standards,” and that the map presented
was a “generalized” one. The final assess-
ment will include more detailed maps.

The EPA
considers 
the site 

a significant
enough threat
that clean up
must be done
now regardless
of whether 

the responsible
parties can 
be identified.
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QUESTION:
This Fullerton landmark 
(pictured above) is on the 

corner of which two streets? 
Send your answer to Mike at 
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

ANSWER TO LAST ISSUE’S
PHOTO QUESTION

Where in our downtown is 
this mural (below) located?.

Melinda Guinaldo was the first to 
correctly ID the location of our last
photo, Plummer Auditorium

Fullerton Photo Quiz

OUR WILD, WILD DOWNTOWN
The saying “Guys don’t care what’s on

TV, they just care what else is on” may be
true. I was channel surfing through a
gauntlet of disturbingly boring choices
when up popped  an episode of “Wild,
Wild West.” and that stopped me in my
tracks. That hit TV show was kind of a
James Bond meets the untamed West in
1865. 
Robert Conrad was known for a lot of

other roles as well of course, like his
1970’s era hit show “Baa Baa Blacksheep”,
AKA “Black Sheep Squadron”, movies,
and those iconic Eveready battery com-
mercials. And oh yeah, he was a singer
and stuntman as well. Who else did their
own stunts and was inducted into the

VETERANS DAY 2018

Charlie Pecoraro Sr. and his wife Lucy with their son
Charlie Jr. at the Veterans Day Ceremony at Hillcrest Park.

CAPRI SHOES

Come check
out our 

Bob and Rose Marie with daughter Cynthia Peck.

Stuntman’s Hall of Fame? Correct,
nobody else. 
Having been given a tip that Robert

Conrad, the star of the show, would be
making an appearance at Angelo’s and
Vinci’s, it was time to investigate.
So what brings him to our downtown?
He was here for a meet and greet/taping

of his long running national radio show
“The PM Show with Robert Conrad” on
CRN Digital Talk Radio. His fans filled
the room, some from as far away as
Chesterton, Indiana. They were fans of
the radio show as well as his performanc-
es mentioned above and other classic
shows like “Maverick”, “Highway Patrol’,
“Sea Hunt” and many others. 

Robert Conrad visits Angelo’s & Vinci’s

Conrad’s radio show reveals what rabid
fans he has. Call after call of adoring reg-
ular listeners, and he gives them what they
like, a bravado personality and a sense of
humor despite some physical ailments
that are the result of a traffic accident in
2003. But, as you can plainly see, there is
still plenty of fire in his eyes. 

A huge crowd lined up at the Downtown Plaza
and stretched up Harbor all the way to Hillcrest
Park, where they waited for Veterans of all ages to
arrive. They were there to honor all of those who
have served our country in war or peace, dead or
alive, just like our ‘Fullerton Honors’ banners on

Commonwealth Avenue. Once called Armistice
Day, this year is the 100th Anniversary of the end of
World War 1. No Veterans from “The Great War”
were in attendance but fortunately we all got to
meet Charlie Percoraro Sr. who will soon turn 100
himself (See related story page 6 in the Early

November Observer).
The event was organized

for the 31st year by
Fullerton American Legion
Post 142 and Fullerton
Emblem Club #469. 
Fullerton Police Honor

Guard and Cadets,
Fullerton Fire Department,
many City dignitaries,
JROTC units from a num-
ber of local High Schools,
the Fullerton High
Marching Band, Girl Scouts, and many others
participated in the parade and the ceremony.
Commander Allen Stubblefield was the main

speaker, introduced by Army Veteran Master of
Ceremonies Ed Paul.  Commander Stubblefield
regaled the audience with a number of sea sto-
ries which he warned might contain some slight
exaggerations. After all, this day is a celebration,
unlike Memorial Day when we remember those
who died while serving in the armed forces.

Singer Kristen Romero performed a number of
stirring songs that got the crowd on their feet. 
We would like to devote some space here to a

few of those who honored us with their pres-
ence. The first two we spotted were Downtown
Fullerton entrepreneurs Jim Ertle and Roger
Palmateer. Richard Garza came in from Yorba
Linda and is seen in the photo at left along with
Stanley Salce as they salute during a presenta-
tion of flowers for our lost POWs.Richard Garza and  Stanley Salce above and others salute 

as flowers are presented for our lost POWs.

Conrad Fans Bob and Joyce Gaylord 
visiting all the way from Indiana.
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WEEKLY SWIM LESSONS 
Choose your days and times each

week. All levels and ages taught from
those who fear the water to those
looking to refine their strokes. 

WINTER SESSION 
Registration begins Dec. 3rd.

LEARN MORE AT www.fastswimming.net

ACROSS
1. Summer maint. check-up
6. Pre-entree course
11. Cam Newton’s celebratory move
14. Lake crosser
15. Garlicky mayonnaise
16. Freudian topic
17. “Zombie” group, with “The”
19. Ebay action
20. Huge Spanish telecom 
NYSE symbol

21. Thurman of “Pulp Fiction”
22. Eighth planet from the sun
24. Teddy bear fill
27. “Hamilton” playwright

___-Manuel Miranda
28. Get well gift, perhaps
33. UB40 and U2
36. Bloody
37. That, in Tijuana

38. Greek god of war
39. Extra
41. “I smell ___!”
42. Talent agent Wasserman
43. Jacket
44. Follow as a result
45. Dance craze of the 1960s
49. “___ a lid on it!”
50. Small songbird with long, sharp bill
54. Chilean ___
58. ___ Speedwagon
59. Showtime’s “___ Donovan”
60. Spending limit
61. Poultry ranch
64. Take advantage of
65. Spine-tingling
66. Hunter in the night sky
67. French sea
68. Town in “Jaws”
69. Toilet paper units

DOWN

1. Bank holdings, abbr.
2. Grammatical insertion symbol
3. Big mess
4. Long, long time
5. Snubs
6. College wrap?
7. Balloon filler
8. Cut of beef
9. Sheltered, at sea
10. Exhibit
11. Myth busters
12. Not “fer”
13. Foreshadow
18. Mideast chief
23. “___ the season ...”
25. Trendy things
26. Huge unit of explosive force
29. “Mazel ___!”
30. “Heaven” singer Adams nickname?
31. Biblical twin

32. Kind of bag
33. It’s soothing
34. Geometry calculation
35. The Observer, for example
39. Word on all U.S. coins
40. Lil Wayne’s genre
41. Endangered, dwarf water buffalo
43. Infraorder of whales and dolphins
44. Alien award?
46. Airline’s home base
47. Bomb at the box office
48. Suits to ___
51. Hiker’s path
52. Comedian Burnett
53. Religious songs
54. Pond gunk
55. Relieve
56. One of Noah’s sons
57. Apple’s virtual assistant
62. Part of a footnote abbr.
63. To and ___

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2018
“THANK-FULL” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

A Water-Saving
Strategy by Penny Hlavac

One of my water-saving strategies is to
sow seeds of California native wildflowers
which complete their entire life cycles
during the rainy part of the year. One of
the showiest of these is the Arroyo Lupine
(Lupinus succulentus) which you may have
seen blooming in the Fullerton
Arboretum’s Meadow last spring.
Lupines belong to the legume family

(Fabaceae) which also contains valuable
crop plants such as  beans, peas, and alfal-
fa. Most members of this family have the
ability to team up with special bacteria in
their root nodules to enrich the soil  by
taking nitrogen from air and making it
usable by plants (i.e. to “fix nitrogen”).
Blue-purple flowers on tall spikes have
“banner patches” of white when they first
open. These patches turn a rosy color after
pollination, a clever way to tell the bees or
other pollinators not to bother visiting a
flower which has already been pollinated. 
A friend gave me seeds years ago and

now they come up by themselves every
year.  My lupines have bloomed as early as
late January although last year, a meager
rain year, they did not start blooming
until March. If you are planting the seeds
for the first time do it in late fall. Find an
unirrigated fairly sunny part of your yard.
Remove weeds. Rough up the soil with a
hard rake if it is compacted. Throw  seeds
on top of soil. You can rake them in a lit-
tle bit but there is no need to bury them.
As wildflower seedlings come up, contin-

ue to remove weeds. Fortunately lupine
seedlings are easy to distinguish from
weeds (see photo above).
After bloom let at least some of the seed

pods ripen to get more plants next year.
Lupine seed pods twist then burst open
throwing their seeds around the garden
where they will lie dormant until the next
rainy season. If you want to collect some
to give away, pick brown pods just before
they burst. Put them in a paper grocery
bag and close it securely. As pods burst
open you will hear them hitting the sides
of the bag. Some species of lupine are
toxic to livestock. I do not know whether
the Arroyo Lupine is one of the toxic ones
but to be safe don't plant it in a pasture.

Above: The beautiful blue-purple flower
has to be seen in color to appreciate fully.

Below: A Lupine seedling. 
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Planning for Student Achievement 
NOTE: The next Board meeting is on Monday November 26 at 7:30pm.

BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5     www.michellegottlieb.com

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT

I am writing this column the after-
noon of the midterm election.
Obviously, I have no idea who has won.
What I do know is that there will be
some very happy people and some very
unhappy people.
I want to talk about different ways to

handle the situation, whether as a
nation, a family, a business, a couple,
when one side clearly wins, and the
other side clearly loses. First, do not rub
it in. Do not be a sore winner. Be gra-
cious. Appreciate that it is difficult to
lose. Be kind. Your side may have won
this time, but don’t worry, you will lose
another time.
If you are the losing side. Be gracious.

Be aware of what words you choose to

use. Accept the verdict; don’t waste time
working out how to pretend that the
decision wasn’t made properly. Move
forward. Appreciate the points that the
other side brought to the table. Even if
you disagree with the other’s point of
view, still respect the person..
The bottom-line is that this country

needs to continue on. If you waste time
being a sore winner or sore loser then
nothing will happen. Instead, look for
opportunities to increase communica-
tion. 
Improve your understanding of your

“opponents” position, make sure that
the other side sees what is important to
you. Make compromises. Don’t switch
off. Stay engaged but stay gracious.

WINNING & LOSING & STAYING GRACIOUS

With the election over, but the official
counts not in yet, remember that all
school board trustees must serve every
FJUHSD student, not only the districted
areas that elected them. 
Now seems a good time to examine the

Single Plans for Student Achievement.
These plans consider student performance
and goals that each school provides
through academic programs and social
services uniquely tailored for their student
population. This year’s shared goal was
mental and emotional health and well-
ness. Trustees approve these different
plans created by each school’s administra-
tion to fit the high school’s special culture
while addressing student issues and pro-
viding support.
Buena Park High Principal, Sonji Berg

reported that after many years of increased
student academic growth, they had
reached a plateau and he listed multiple
literacy and mathematics measures to
jump start growth again. The BPHS stu-
dent achievement goals focus on academ-
ic excellence with an emphasis on critical
thinking skills, the ability to synthesize

information, utilize technology, and
improve schoolwide literacy. Principal
Berg wants all BPHS students to gain
transferable learning skills and gain abili-
ties that will lead to intentional success.
Fullerton Union High’s student-driven

instruction was presented by Laura Rubio.
Counselors and administrators use teacher
and student input, state standards, college
admission information and business fore-
casts to expand classes. Students learn
desired skills and graduate with traits lead-
ing to success in future college and career
pathways. The plan creates direct connec-
tions from high school academic pathways
to career and college entry. Their goal of
enhancing the whole student focuses on
strong school attendance, positive person-
al behavior, and engaging families into the
process, utilizing the community liaison
to promote parent outreach.
La Habra High focused on critical

thinking, practical skills, writing literacy,
and technology fluency for their students
while supporting their students’ mental
well-being. Principal Dr. Karl Zener
addressed continuing cultural and lan-

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board 
meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month

at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd. 
714-870-2800 • See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net

Congratulations
Pumpkin Launch
Winners by Jere Greene

The 11th annual Pumpkin Launch at
CSUF sponsored by Discovery Cube OC
in partnership with the College of
Engineering and Computer Science took
place November 3rd. The free event held
at the athletic field on campus drew lots of
families. In addition to watching 12
teams compete with their hand-built tre-
buchets to see how high, far and accurate-
ly they could launch a pumpkin, there
were lots of fun STEM-related activities.
This year CSUF’s Society of Women

Engineers (pictured at left with their tro-
phy and team adviser William Purpura)
won first place. This is the second time
the Society of Women Engineers has won
first place, and the seventh time they have
placed in the Pumpkin Launch. They won
first place in 2013 and tied for third place
in 2017.
This year they built a crossbow-style

launcher and its accuracy garnered a total
of 50,000 points by hitting the targets.
The Institute of Electrical and

Electronics Engineers student chapter
won the second place award.

guage barriers standing between LHHS
families and greater student success.
Enriched family engagement, like Parent
University and PTSA bring stakeholders
together to increase student success in aca-
demics and post graduate pathways that
lead to college and careers.
La Vista High and La Sierra High, as

reported by Principal Sandi Layana,
implemented restorative practices and
lowered student absences due to discipli-
nary action. They are implementing the
12 highly effective teaching practices and
utilizing community liaison Manny
Macias to strengthen engagement with
their families. La Vista focused on recap-
turing student attendance and expanding
a-g course offerings as well as adding
another CTE graphic printing pathway to
offer their students additional post-gradu-
ation college and career opportunities. 
Sunny Hills High Principal Alan

Whitten spoke about the student-driven
positive school culture that they are sup-
porting through restorative justice, Link
crew activities and ASB.
Sonora High principal Dr. Bailey

shared a great family engagement story
focusing on the “Cafecito con el Director”
mornings that encourage parents to share

flavorful food and questions with Dr.
Bailey. It is a highly-attended event due to
instant satisfaction of parental concerns
and the coffee with Mexican chocolate.
Sonora  implemented algebra II student

support to expand the number of a-g
requirement graduations. The office sup-
port staff now offers Korean, Spanish and
Arabic translation for families. 
Troy High added emotional health sup-

port services including a highly effective
suicide prevention policy. Principal, Dr.
Will Mynster along with 2 other princi-
pals committed to enacting restorative
practices on their site locations after train-
ing and effectively implementing some of
the process themselves with teachers. Troy
revamped its library tutoring program to
be more welcoming and effective for help-
ing students in need.
Each school principal commented on

expanding their mental and emotional
wellness services. The plans mentioned
many programs, but spent little time on
explaining the way they worked. The stu-
dent test data was inconsistent between
schools. The presentations may be better
spent sharing the programs instead of
CAASPP data anyone can access on the
websites.
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Kids Rule! by Francine Vudoti  © 2018

I’m only in 7th grade, but on Tuesdays
and Thursdays, when the bell rings at
2:50 p.m. to signal the end of classes, my
dad picks me up and drives me to my next
class at another campus.  I spend the next
three hours attending a class for college
students.  It is also known as middle col-
lege, a program offered to students in
middle school who meet the criteria.  
After two months of attending college,

the big question is, “Is it worth the time
and effort of the students and the certified
professor from Fullerton College?”
In order to satisfy my curiosity, I pre-

pared a survey and asked my classmates to
fill it out.  There are 14 students in my
class, including me.  Below is the result of
the survey.

Fact 1.  Everyone loves Digital Arts, the
middle college program we are currently
enrolled in.
Fact 2: Many appreciate the fact that

the course is free (truth is, the course has
been paid for by the Fullerton School
District)

Fact 3: All agreed that the Photoshop
and Illustrator apps taught in class are
really cool.  A student from Fisler said
she’s thrilled about being able to use the
apps for school projects, making business
cards and editing photos.   Another stu-
dent from Nicolas is excited about being
able to work on his own logo and other
designs that can inspire future careers.
Many think that the course is fun and
makes them feel inspired. 
Fact 4: An important suggestion was

brought up by several students requesting
to reduce the hours and add an extra day
instead.
Fact 5: There were a few students who

wish that snacks and water be provided in
class.  I believe, though, that we shouldn’t
be asking for any freebies considering that
the class  has been paid for already. 

Overall, the middle college program
turns out to be a favorite course for the
students in my class.  It is also my favorite.
College is still many years ahead from
now but it’s great to know what it is like

Troy High Honors’ In-N-Out Social

MIDDLE COLLEGE - IS IT WORTH IT?

Middle College Digital Arts Class.  PHOTO BY LAUREN COMINI

to be in college.  It gives us an idea what
to expect when the time comes.  It is also
great to know that once we have complet-
ed the course, we earn 12 to 15 college
credits.  The three hours extended time in
school to attend middle college is a bit of

a sacrifice considering that there is more
homework in junior high but since the
course is fun, enjoyable, useful and our
professor makes it easy for us to learn the
course, it is definitely worth taking this
course!

by Malika Pandey
Encouraging a sense of camaraderie

within its chapter, the Troy High School
National Honors Society (NHS) Club
hosted its first In-N-Out Social Oct. 30.
At the social, NHS members gathered

to eat fast food, meet new members, and
discuss their interests. During the event,
board members mingled with new mem-
bers to introduce themselves. 
“NHS is one of the most sought-after

club for juniors and seniors on campus,”
Grant, a student, said. “It requires that
students are involved in the school com-
munity and the local community. I want-
ed to host the event that would let the
new members know how proud we were
of them and to let them get to know exist-
ing members.”
NHS is a national organization that

focuses on scholarship, service, leadership,

Students enjoyed camaraderie, 
food and drink at the event.

PHOTO BY CELIA KANG

I am always excited to work as an elec-
tion poll worker - even more so in this his-
toric election. 
The Registrar of Voters did everything

they could to prepare inspectors and poll
workers.  The number of precincts at each
location was reduced to accommodate the
increased number of registered voters; the
election board was expanded to add more
workers to handle the workload; the train-
ing was thorough.  Everything was care-
fully thought-out and planned, and I
thought it would be a smooth sailing for
all.
As usual, we met the night before for

the early set up, and arrived at 6am on
election day to start working.  Right away
Murphy’s Law took effect:  We got an
error message on the JBC (Judge Control
Booth), so we couldn’t start the electronic
voting process. 
Our inspector called the Registrar of

Voters office and was told they could not
locate our precinct on their system!
What?  But the advice was to start provid-
ing paper ballots to voters.  Sounds good,
so we started checking in voters only to
find out the Voter Roster was really
screwed up!  Instead of printing the voter
names on the left side continuously from

one page to another, the names were
printed on the opposite sides from one
page to the next!   We were struggling, and
the voters were unhappy.
About an hour later, we were

relieved when the inspector got
instructions on how to fix the
problem, and we were able to
process voting electronically!  
At lunch time, I took a break

to go to my polling place to
vote.  My Voter Information
Guide said that “It’s likely your
Polling Place location has
changed,” so I got online the
night before to check, and it
hadn’t.  But as I drove closer to
the place, I was very much in
doubt because there were no
signs, nothing indicated that there was
voting activity happening inside the
building.  I parked and went in anyway. 
As I walked to the door, there was no

American flag, but there were Voter’s
Rights in 5 different languages taped to
the door, so I came in.  Indeed, it was a
polling place with the American flag on
the wall, in front of the official table.  I
said to the two ladies sitting and talking
behind the clerks “There was no sign out-

side.”  They got defensive “Yes, there is a
sign.”  I said nothing else, but when I left,
I took a couple pictures outside of the
building and when I got back to work
informed my inspector who reported it to
the Registrar of Voters who sent someone
out to check on the situation. 

My polling work sta-
tion was in a senior living
center, and the residents
there were very sweet.
There was this lady who
came by our desk 4 times:
The first time she asked
what we were doing, and
which company we rep-
resented.  When we
informed her it was the
election, she said she had
no clue.  The second time
she came, asking the
same kinds of questions,

we remembered her, so we asked for her
name and checked the Roster. It showed
that she was a Vote-by-Mail voter.  Asked
if she had her ballot, she said “No.” We
told her that she could vote provisionally.
She voted and went away.  The third time
she came by, asking the same question like
she had never been there.  We checked the
Roster and told her she already voted.  We
helped her stick a new “I voted” sticker on
her jacket.  

Later in the afternoon, she came by the
fourth time, talking to another poll work-
er, sounding like this was her first time
ever.  We all smiled at her and pointed at
her “I voted” sticker!
It was the busiest mid-term election I

have ever worked.  There were a lot of
young and first time voters.  Many Vote-
by-Mail voters claimed they didn’t receive
their ballots in the mail, some listed as
VBM said they hadn’t requested a VBM
ballot, some said they made errors on
their ballots and wanted to vote in person,
etc.  Whatever the reason, we provided
provisional ballots.  Everyone voted.  
My inspector was nice and organized.

Before closing the poll, she divided the
responsibilities among us, so we knew
what we were supposed to do after the last
voter was out.
We counted the mail-in ballots, paper

ballots, provisional ballots, spoiled and
surrendered ballots, recorded them on the
Roster and placed them in a provided bal-
lot box, sealed it, and signed our names on
the seal.  I was totally shocked to see the
box was so full!  During my 20 years as a
poll worker, this was the first time ever
that the box was that full.
We closed down the poll and left at

9:30pm and I followed my inspector as
she delivered the ballot box and returned
the election supplies. 

A Poll Worker’s Story by Sinh Dang

Grant hopes to continue fostering camaraderie through holding group events. “The event
was very well-received by our members,” Grant said, “and we are looking to hold more com-
munity-building events in the future to encourage team spirit and community.”

and character. The organization aims to
help students become involved in their
communities. The Troy chapter of NHS
has been on campus for over 25 years and
currently has close to 200 members.
Last year, NHS members volunteered at

the Super Warrior 5K Jan. 20 as part of
the attempt to bring members together to
serve the community.
According to Grant, building collabora-

tion skills among chapter members will
facilitate teamwork in future group service
events. “If we’re not working effectively
together as a team, then we’re not going to
be able to make an impact in our commu-
nity,” Grant said. “With this social, we
wanted to encourage everyone to work
together.”

It was 
the busiest 
mid-term 
election 

I ever worked
with a lot of
young and 
first time 
voters. 
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Thanks to a generous $10,000 grant
from the Wilson W. Phelps Foundation
there is now a professional recording stu-
dio built in the dressing room area under
the outdoor stage at the Muckenthaler
Cultural Center.  
Chief Education Officer Stephannie

Bobadilla and Mike Anderson from
Rytmo came up with the idea and put
together a plan. Juan Suarez, who has
built all the SiriusXM studios joined the
team next. Juan was able to use his expert-
ise and his connections to create a world
class studio that has a value many multi-
ples grater than the money spent.
At the opening event local guitarist

Chris Cruz accompanied by singer Rae
Shirer christened the studio with a
demonstration of its capabilities. They
played The Everly Brothers classic
“Dream,” as Juan Suarez showed those
assembled how the studio functions.
“The main purpose, and the priority, of

the studio is to serve as an educational
facility,” said Muckenthaler CEO Farrell
Hirsch. “In 2019 we will start classes for
neighborhood children, teens, and adults
who want to learn how to write, record,
edit, and produce music. We also believe
we are on the verge of receiving grants
that will cover a scholarship system so that
folks of limited means can participate as
well.”
“Additionally, because the facility was

constructed to professional standards, we
have the ability to make it available to
career musicians looking to record music
for release to the public,” said Hirsch. 
The Muckenthaler is located at 1201

W. Malvern Ave., in Fullerton. 

NEW RECORDING
STUDIO AT THE

MUCK
PHOTOS BY JERE GREENE

Above: Juan Suarez of Stone Heavy Sound,
who designed and built the studio, demon-
strates what the equipment can do as seen
through the glass window. Chris Cruz and
Rae Shirer perform inside the chamber.

At Right: Juan
Suarez, CEO
Farrell Hirsch,
David Asbra, a
representative of
State Senator
Chang’s office,
and Mike

Anderson from
Rytmo pose with
a certificate
from the state
legislature.

Above: Muck Education
Manager Stephannie

Bobadilla
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Richman Community Center
Hosts Open House Event
by Jesse La Tour

In Richman Park in south Fullerton,
once a hotspot of crime and gang activity,
the Community Center is growing. 
The Richman Community Center part-

ners with organizations like CSUF, the
YMCA, St. Jude Medical Center,, and the
City of Fullerton to provide free services
to the community, including family sup-
port, counseling, health assessment/man-
agement, tutoring, and more.
The Center hosted an open house on

Friday, November 2nd to show all the
services and resources they
have to offer the community.
Dr. Jessie Jones, director of

the Center for Healthy
Neighborhoods, a program
through Cal State Fullerton,
helped get the project going.
“It was a partnership between
the City of Fullerton and
CSUF to help revitalize the
neighborhoods in Fullerton,
because certain parts of
Fullerton don’t have the
advantages of other parts,” said Jones.
Through the Center, CSUF students

get internship opportunities to apply what
they’ve been learning in the classroom, in
fields such as social work, counseling,
child and adolescent studies, human serv-
ices, nursing, finance literacy, and educa-
tion. Over 100 students from various dis-
ciplines come out and volunteer.
Part of the work of the Center involves

training residents of the surrounding
neighborhoods to be community leaders.
One such community leader is Carime

Calixto, who helped organize the open
house event. She has been involved with
the Community Center for three years. “I
just want to help,” said Calixto, “I’m not
rich, you know. But I can help and give
information on everything they offer in
the center… this is like a treasure, and
people don’t know it’s here. The purpose

of this event was to let the people know
that the Center is here…everybody’s wel-
come.”
The community leaders work in part-

nership with organizations and students
to address problems and issues specific to
the neighborhood, such as crime, gangs,
obesity/diabetes, and a lack of after-school
programs for kids.
“The crime rate goes down dramatical-

ly in this area when we have more family
activities going on,” explained Jones,
“keeping the kids busy, they don’t join the
gangs. That way we provide opportunities

for the whole family.”
Maria Matza, associate

professor of nursing at
CSUF, was present at the
open house, doing blood
pressure and health screen-
ings for residents.
“I bring students here and

they do a lot of heath educa-
tion,” explained Matza,
“They do a lot of counseling
and referrals for services for
the families that work here.”

A few common health issue in the
neighborhood are diabetes, obesity, and
dental needs.
Peter, who works through the

Community Action Partnership of
Orange County in collaboration with St.
Jude Medical Center, said, “We work in
partnership in order to provide nutrition
education and physical activity opportu-
nities for the low income communities in
the city of Fullerton.”
Volunteers provide healthy cooking

classes and other activities through the
“Move More, Eat Healthy” campaign.
Two local non-profits, Second Harvest

and Pathway of Hope, also provide food
distribution and resources to residents,
and help those who qualify to sign up for
CalFresh at the distribution center located
at the park.
Peter said that, in addition to nutrition

• 182,522

• 4,555
• 2,415

• $4.6
Trillion

WAR COSTS in Life & Money
IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

Civilians killed by violence  www.iraqbodycount.org (11/16/2018)

US soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 10/30/2018) 

US soldiers killed in Afghanistan (11/16/2018) www.icasualties.org

Cost of  wars Since 2001 www.nationalpriorities.org (11/16/2018) 
(rounded down) 

EVERY HOUR US taxpayers 
are paying over $32 million 
for total costs of war. 

What Can We Do With this Money Instead?

education, another way to promote a
healthy community is by improving access
to physical activity and making the com-
munity more walkable.
“If we look at our environment, auto-

mobiles are the first priority, and the
pedestrian is second. So we’d like to
implement changes in the community
that will make it safer for people to walk
and do exercise,” said Peter.
At Peter’s booth, a student volunteer

from Cal State Fullerton was demonstrat-
ing how to make a healthy chia pudding.
Patricia Torres, another volunteer at the

center, provides free Zumba classes
Mondays-Fridays. “I do this because I love
to be fit, and I want the community to
learn that it’s good to be healthy and to
have fun,” said Torres.
Fullerton Police Chief Dunn and

Community Liaison Officer Lucia
Maturino, who does outreach with the
Latino and immigrant communities in
Fullerton, were also present at the event.
“I connect with the Latino community,

being fluent in Spanish, so they can build
a trusting relationship with me and with
the police department,” said Maturino,
who sees her role as “working together as
a neighborhood to empower each other to
feel hope that we can better our living
conditions, our environment.”
One important role Maturino fufills is

to help build trust between the immigrant
community and the police department,
where historically there has been distrust.
“I’m here as a trusting person they can

feel comfortable with,” she said, “the

police department is not involved in any
way with immigration issues, whether you
have documentation or not. Our role is to
be supportive and prevent crimes.”
“We see her and we feel comfortable,”

added Calixto, “We even know a lot of
our police officers by name, and we feel
comfortable…If I’m not scared of the
police, I can help them, and they’ll help
me, and then we’ll have a better commu-
nity together.  
Ashley Flores, an intern from CSUF,

provides after-school tutoring for students
at the Community Center.
“We get to tutor them for one hour a

week—anything they need help with,”
said Flores, “Sometimes they don’t have
homework and just want to hang out,
talk, if anything’s on their mind—that’s
kind of why we’re here too.”
The tutoring is provided free of charge

to students from surrounding schools.
Mary, the tutoring program coordina-

tor, said that the program is “to empower
students to reach their potential academi-
cally, and succeed.”
Flores showed off a project done by stu-

dents to decorate the doors of the Center
based on the movie Coco and Dia de Los
Muertos. Visitors could vote on their
favorite door.
The Richman Community Center is

located at 320 West Elm Avenue (in
Richmond Park) and is open Monday-
Friday from 8am-5pm. To learn more
about CSUF’s Center for Healthy
Neighborhoods Program, visit
healthyneighborhoods.fullerton.edu.

Above Left: 
Elvia Aviles of the YMCA 

After School Program and her
helpers offered fun coloring

activities.

Above: The fitness team 
led by Patricia Torres offered 

Zumba on the lawn.

At Left:
FPD Officer Maturino with
Richman Center Open House
organizer Carime Calixto.

“The crime rate
goes down 
in this area 
when we have
more  family 
activities 
going on.”
- Dr. Jessie Jones
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The Local Grassroots Struggle
for School Desegregation

Many Fullerton residents may not be
aware that a landmark desegregation case,
Mendez et al. v. Westminster, began here
in Orange County. Recently, an exhibi-
tion about this court case was created by
Fullerton’s nonprofit, The Museum of
Teaching and Learning (MOTAL), and
displayed close to home at the Brea
Museum. MOTAL founder Greta Nagel
suggested I visit the exhibit, titled A Class
Action: The Grassroots Struggle for School
Desegregation in California.  
The exhibit tells how five Orange

County families fought for school deseg-
regation in the 1940s. Before Brown v.
Board of Education was decided in the US
Supreme Court, Mendez v. Westminster
was decided in the Ninth Circuit. 
In March 1945, five Mexican American

families (Estrada, Guzman, Mendez,
Palomino and Ramirez) sued four school
districts in Orange County (Westminster,
Santa Ana, Garden Grove, and El
Modena) on behalf of an entire communi-
ty whose children were required to attend
segregated “Mexican schools.” After two
years of fighting, the families won their
case. At the time, this was the most
important legal victory in the fight against
segregation the nation had known. 
Through user-friendly displays,

MOTAL’s exhibit shows museum-goers
how the famous civil rights class action
lawsuit paved the way for the nation to
finally become desegregated by focusing
on the families. Each family saw injustice
and decided to fight on behalf of all chil-
dren who faced discrimination in districts
that practiced school segregation. Today,
their victory still teaches a valuable lesson:
if we share a sense of community and the
courage to seek justice, we can make our
schools better places to learn and our
communities better places to live. 
Opening the doors to the Brea

Museum, my family and I were cordially
greeted by curator Linda Shay, who intro-
duced us to a museum docent who took
us down to the lower level to see the dis-
play. According to an email I had previ-
ously received from Ms. Nagel, I discov-
ered that Sylvia Mendez, daughter of key
plaintiffs in the class action lawsuit (and
also a Presidential Honor Awardee), is a
resident of Fullerton. Ms. Nagel said, “We
are very proud to have created this exhibi-
tion in collaboration with many individu-
als from Fullerton. In addition to local
families and assorted visitors from the
region, several classes from Cal State
Fullerton and Chapman University have
been scheduled to visit and study this
important civil rights story.” 
It turns out that the first version of the

exhibition was displayed at the historic
Old Orange County Courthouse in Santa

Ana for an entire school year. “That ver-
sion was made of wooden walls and pan-
els,” stated Ms. Nagel. “We learned that in
order to travel, an exhibition would
require lighter materials, so we created
new versions. It has traveled to thirteen
host institutions in California and
Oregon.” The Brea Museum had the exhi-
bition until October 20th.     
As I entered the exhibit, an introducto-

ry letter from Ms. Nagel read, “During
the 1940s, while many Americans fought
in World War II to defend freedom, some
were fighting for freedom at
home. Mexican Americans in
Orange County confronted
segregation every day – at
restaurants, movie theaters,
swimming pools, and even
public schools.” 
A common background

created a strong sense of
community among Mexican
Americans, who faced hard-
ship, discrimination, and
open hostility. During the
early years of the Great
Depression, more than
400,000 people of Mexican
descent were deported.
Mexican Americans in
Orange County fought
against such treatment. In
the early 1940s, Manuel
Veiga, Jr. helped form the
Latin American Voters
League in Santa Ana, Alex Bernal fought
against housing segregation in Fullerton,
and Lorenzo Ramirez of El Modena
defended the rights of Mexican immi-
grant workers. 
“Mexican schools” emerged during the

1920s as a response to immigration. The
1920s witnessed significant growth in the
Mexican American population of
Southern California, which newspaper
editorials labeled “the Mexican problem.” 
“Mexican schools” soon became

entrenched in Orange County. Their sup-
porters believed that these schools
Americanized children, enabled more effi-
cient instruction, trained future workers
and responded to “Mexican racial defi-
ciencies.” Supporters of segregation also
believed that differences in English skills
and intelligence were more important
than what the children had in common.
Segregationists thought separate schools
allowed teachers to focus on the perceived
needs of Mexican American children
without slowing the progress of white
children. 
However, Mexican Americans through-

out the country knew segregated schools
were inequitable. In October 1943,
Rebecca Sanchez and Frances Garcia told

the Santa Ana School Board that Mexican
schools were discriminatory. The Board
promised to study the issue, but a year of
inaction prompted William and Virginia
Guzman to confront the Board again.
Their attorney, other parents and mem-
bers of the Latin American Voters League
joined them. The Board asked for more
time to study the issue. 
Similar situations played out across

Orange County, so the Estrada, Guzman,
Mendez, Palomino and Ramirez families
worked with civil rights advocates in El
Modena, Santa Ana, Westminster and
Garden Grove to bring about a class

action lawsuit. David
Marcus, a talented civil
rights lawyer, revealed
discriminatory practice
in all four school dis-
tricts. Judge Paul
McCormick listened
carefully to the attorneys
and witnesses. At first,
he was not sure if segre-
gated Mexican schools
reflected discrimination.
However, Marcus’s case
convinced him that they
did. 
On February 19,

1946, Judge
McCormick issued a
courageous ruling in
favor of the plaintiffs,
saying that Mexican
schools were unconstitu-

tional and fostered inequality. For the first
time in U.S. history, a federal judge
attacked the notion that “separate but
equal” schools matched the ideals of the
Constitution. Marcus had proven that
segregation was based more on ethnicity
than language ability. Such segregation,
McCormick ruled, violated the
Fourteenth Amendment. McCormick
understood that segregation did not pro-
duce young citizens who would stand as
equals with their peers. “A paramount req-
uisite in the American system of public
education is social equality,” ruled
McCormick. “It must be open to all chil-

dren by unified school association regard-
less of lineage.”
However, their fight was not over. The

school districts took their case to a higher
court and the community rallied to sup-
port David Marcus as he prepared for
another hearing. Latin American Voters
League members, newly affiliated with the
League of United Latin American Citizens
(LULAC) played a crucial role. The case
received national attention, and promi-
nent civil rights organizations offered
their support. The NAACP, the American
Jewish Congress, and the Japanese
American Citizens League joined the
American Civil Liberties Union and the
National Lawyers Guild in submitting
written arguments calling upon the
Appeals Court to rule that segregated
schools were unconstitutional. Seven
judges announced their ruling on April
14, 1947, upholding the parents’ victory
only because California laws did not
authorize the segregation of Mexican
American children. Unlike Judge
McCormick, they were not ready to con-
demn segregation itself. 
The last display of the exhibit read,

“Children watched their parents fight for
fair treatment. Their parents’ courage and
sacrifices told the children they were
loved, their education was important, and
their rights as citizens could not be
denied. In many ways, these were the lega-
cies of an entire generation of Mexican
American men and women. They fought
for their rights as workers, parents, immi-
grants, and citizens. Today, we celebrate
these legacies, and we see them in the
faces of Latinos and Latinas who were
encouraged to enter college, pursue their
dreams, and make their own contribu-
tions to our schools, communities, and
country.”
The exhibit at the Brea Museum is now

over but, if you missed it, don’t worry
because I’ve created a video showcasing
highlights of the exhibition. Just visit the
Fullerton Observer website, click on the
“Videos” tab and click on the words
“Emerson Little YouTube Channel,”
which will take you directly to my page.       

In the 1940s,
five Orange County
families fought 
for school 

desegregation.
Before Brown v.

Board of Education
was decided in the
US Supreme Court,

Mendez v.
Westminster 
was decided in 

the Ninth Circuit.

A classroom photo from 1941 courtesy Anaheim Public Library
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MON, NOV 19
•10:15am & 11am: Toddler

Storytime for kids 3 years and
under accompanied by an adult.
Free but register at Fullerton
Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. 

TUES, NOV 20
•9:30am-11am: Help for the

Holidays  at the Senior area of the
Fullerton Community Center, 340
W. Commonwealth.  Tips on how
to beat the holiday blues and goals
for a healthier you in the new year
presented by SCAN. Free.
•4pm: After School Club for

kindergarten through 6th grade
kids features stories, puppets,
games, science and crafts. Free at
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth.
•6:30pm: Fullerton City

Council Meeting City Hall, 303
W. Commonwealth. Public hear-
ing to discuss and consider action
on an ordinance amendment clar-
ifing religious institutions that
provide shelter for up to 12 home-
less persons. Comments may be
sent to Joan Wolff at JoanW@city-
offullerton.com. More info on the
City Council agenda online. Also
being concidered is designation of
Landmark status on the Local
Register of Historical Resources for
Hunt Branch Library.

WED, NOV 21
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market at Independence
Park next to the DMV on Valencia
between Euclid and Highland in
Fullerton. Fresh produce including
fruit, vegetables, plants, eggs, flow-
ers, baked goods, tamales, empe-
nadas, kettle korn, nuts, and more.
The market opens every
Wednesday rain or shine! 
•10am: Computer Basics for

Adults Don’t know where to get
started with computers, the
Internet, or downloading library e-
books? Register at the Library for
this one-on-one tutoring session.
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free 

•3:30pm: Read with the Dogs
Drop by the Children’s Library
and read to two golden retrievers
from the Pet Prescription Team
(for school-age kids). Bring your
favorite book or borrow one from
the library. Fullerton Public
Library, 353 W. Commonwealth.
Free

TUES, NOV 27
•4:30pm: In-Depth

Interviewing for adults. Fullerton
Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free

WED, NOV 28
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market at Independence
Park. See Nov. 21 listing for
details.

FRI, NOV 30
•11am & 12:30pm: Lunch & a

Movie “Mama Mia: Here we Go
Again” comedy/musical features
Meryl Streep- $1. Lunch is Kung
Pao Chicken with Jasmine Rice;
$5 under 60; $3 over 60. Fullerton
Community Center senior area,
340 W. Commonwealth. Call 714-
738-6305 for more info.

FRI & SAT, 
NOV 30 & DEC 1

•Orange Empire Chorus
Christmas Dinner & Lunch
Cabarets: at La Habra
Community Center, 101 W. La
Habra Blvd, La Habra; Friday at
7pm and Saturday at 12:30pm and
7pm. Includes Italian catered meal
served by singing waiters plus the
Orange Empire Chorus singing
favorite traditional carols. Proceeds
help support music in the schools.
Tickets at (714)931-6958. $30

SAT, DEC 1
•10am-4pm: Cactus &

Succulent Plant Sale at Fullerton
Arboretum, 1900 Associated
Road, Fullerton (on edge of CSUF
campus). Wide variety of vendors
selling interesting, rare and unique
specimens. Continues on Sun,
Dec. 2.

FIRST MAN: A Hit & A Miss

by Joyce Mason 
© 2018

HITS &  
MISSES

Knowing that we are seeing a movie about a “small
step for man” become the “giant leap for mankind,”
we expect more inspiration and understanding about
how this enormous accomplishment came to be. But
director Damien Chazelle (“Whiplash,” “La La
Land”) does little to inspire or inform us. 
One of the problems in this movie is that it focus-

es only on the “first man,” Neil Armstrong, and
omits the role of the other two astronauts, Buzz
Aldrin and Michael Collins, both of whom we see
strapped into the spacecraft that rockets toward the
moon.  Some interaction between these key players
would provide more humanity into this historically
significant event.
Another problem more challenging for any film-

maker to overcome is that the heroes of our moon
landing are not just the astronauts but the commit-
ted and tenacious rocket scientists who accept the
challenge thrown to them by President Kennedy to
reach the moon before the decade of the sixties was
over.  Rocket science requires intellect, imagination
and collaboration – all abstract qualities difficult to
portray on screen and to engage an audience.
True to the title, Chazelle and screenwriter Josh

Singer (“Spotlight,” “The Post”) keep their focus on
Armstrong (Ryan Gosling), a technocrat, whose sin-
gle-mindedness and tenacity made him a successful
astronaut but not an interesting person with whom
to spend two hours of screen time.  We don’t see him
enjoying a camaraderie with his fellow workers or a
particularly loving relationship with his wife and two
sons.
There is one attempt in the film to humanize

Armstrong by showing him early in the movie hold-
ing his small daughter, Karen, who has an inoperable
brain tumor and will die before her second birthday.
His grief is deep and genuine and continues to haunt
him, but we’re never sure whether this loss is the
cause for his stoic behavior toward his wife and two
sons.
“First Man” does get some things right. Starting in

1961, we see Armstrong emerging from test pilot to
astronaut. The stoicism that makes it difficult for
him to interact with his family serves him well as he
is put through grueling tests of his ability to with-
stand the shaking, rattling, whirling, dizzying trials
of supersonic aircraft and eventually rocket launch-
ers. The physical discomfort of throwing up after
whirling in a gyroscope becomes a small price to pay
for the challenges that face a human being thrust into
space.
The sound effects emphasize the noisiness of the

journey through earth’s atmosphere into the ultimate
quiet of outer space.  This effect is enhanced by using
the other-worldly tones of the theremin as
Armstrong descends from the spaceship onto the
desolate landscape of the moon. The visuals are also
effective as we view the craters of the moon’s surface
and the fine, powdery dust that makes Armstrong’s
footprint so clear and dramatic.
Other strengths in “First Man” are the fine per-

formances of Ryan Gosling, who must keep our sym-
pathies even as he remains a stoical, up-tight man
unable to fully enjoy his two sons and his wife, Jan
(Claire Foy).  Last seen as Queen Elizabeth in “The
Crown,” Foy transforms herself into a housewife
with a mid-western American accent and a different
kind of grit and strength. Her frustration with her
incommunicative husband reaches an explosion in
which she confronts him with the duty to explain to
their two young sons the possibility that he might
not return from his journey to the moon. 
Even though we in the audience know that this

journey to the moon will succeed and the three astro-
nauts will return to earth, Chazelle does make each
step of this nine-year effort to fulfill President
Kennedy’s challenge exciting even if at times it is baf-
fling. 

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

•12pm-4pm: Winter Market &
Shredding Day at Fullerton Downtown
Plaza, on E. Wilshire between Harbor and
Pomona. Performances from local dance
studios, high school music groups, craft
and food vendors, Museum Center beer
& wine garden, toy drive, free photos with
Santa Claus, plus All Green Recycling will
take electronics (TVs, monitors, comput-
ers, printers, cell phones, telephones, lap-
tops, cameras, video games and more) and
up to 5 boxes of paper you want to shred
for free. Call 714-738-5335 for info.

TUES, DEC 4
6:30pm: Fullerton City Council

Meeting at City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth. The results of the Nov.
6th election are expected to be certified by
the OC Registrar of Voters so new mem-
bers may be sworn in at the meeting. Also
a new Mayor and Mayor Protem will be
selected by the council.

WED, DEC 5
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market at Independence Park.
See Nov. 21 listing for details.
•4pm-10pm: 24th Annual Tamale

Festival  at Old Town Placentia (Santa Fe
Ave. & Bradford Ave) features tamales
made with recipes handed down through
generations, live entertainment, visit and
photo with Santa, local brewery beer gar-
den, craft booths, exhibits and more.
email ocrosalina@yahoo.com about booth
opportunities.
•6pm: FPL Arthouse Films  at

Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free screening of
“Darkest Hour” UK prime minister
Winston Churchill must rally the nation
to war against the Nazis.

SAT, DEC 8
•10am: Friends of the Library 1-Day

Book Sale  at Fullerton Public Library,
353 W. Commonwealth. 

SUN, DEC 9
•11am-1pm: Santa & His Elf  at

Fullerton Airport, 4011 W.
Commonwealth. Free event includes
goodies for the kids, photos with Santa, a
Classic Aircraft Display, and Airplane and
Helicopter rides and food for purchase.

WED, DEC 12
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market See Nov. 21 listing 

FRI, DEC 14
•5pm-8pm: Holiday Luminaria Stroll

at Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated
Road, Fullerton (on edge of CSUF cam-
pus). Continues on Sat, Dec. 15.

SUN, DEC 16
•12pm Noon-4pm: Holiday Season

with Santa at the Muckenthaler Cultural
Center, 1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton.
Celebrate the season with family-friendly
activities, live music, free art workshops
for kids, and arts and crafts sale, and a spe-
cial appearance by Santa Claus. Free

WED, NOV 21 continued SAT, DEC 1 continued
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Works by Ann Phong
@ MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER

1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton   www.themuck.org   (714)738-6595

GALLERY TOUR THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 AT 7:30PM
“Living in the 21st century, we make use of all material goods on earth to serve us a

comfortable life. It seems like the more civil we are as humans, the more trash we cre-
ate.” For three decades artist Ann Phong has incorporated materials meant to be
thrown away into lush paintings that both chronicle the state of our world, and con-
template her own trans-pacific, cross-cultural journey from her native Vietnam to
California. The exhibit closes December 30.

Watercolor West
Exhibit

@ CITY OF BREA GALLERY

1 Civic Center Circle, Brea 
(714) 990-7731 • breagallery.com

Watercolor Demonstration
Along with an exhibit of the work of

one hundred international watercolor
artists curated by Katherine Chang Liu,
the gallery presents a  watercolor demon-
strations featuring artist Shuang Li, on
Dec. 16, 1pm-5pm. $25.

This photography exhibit features
exquisite California wildflowers by pho-
tographers Rob Badger and Nita Winter.
The work is up through 2019. Gallery
hours are Wednesday, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday from 12pm to 4pm. 

Wildflowers & Climate
Change Photo Exhibit

@ AGRICULTURAL & NIKKEI
HERITAGE MUSEUM
Fullerton Arboretum  

1900 Associated Road 657-278-4010
www.fullertonaboretum.org

Coney Island: Visions 
of an American
Dreamland

@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER
301 N. Pomona Ave. (at E. Wilshire)

(714)738-6545
The exhibition brings to life the excite-

ment of Coney Island, showing visitors
how its magnetic world of attractions has
become a touchstone for American mass
culture and popular recreation. Coney
Island: Visions of an American
Dreamland.

Santa Claus Conquers the Martians
@ MAVERICK THEATER
110 E. Walnut Ave. Fullerton  

Tickets: (714) 526-7070  www.mavericktheater.com

Santa Claus Conquers the Martians
opens November 24th and plays
through December 23rd; Fridays at
8pm, Saturdays at 4pm & 8pm and
Sunday’s at 3pm (with 7pm shows on
Dec. 9, 16, and 23rd). The production
is adapted to the stage by Brian Newell
and Nick McGee and directed by Brian
Newell. 
Santa Claus is kidnapped by

Martians! Will the children on Earth
have no toys on Christmas Day? Only
Hollywood could cook up such an
absurd story and only the Maverick
would want to adapt it to stage. The
show is performed with a light-hearted
“Saturday Night Live” style that is suit-
able for children above 4, and even
cranky adults. $25 ($15/kids under 12) 

Opens November 23 & Plays through December 23
Jane Austen’s enduring love story is brought to life as a romantic-comedy musical.

The story revolves around Emma, a well-meaning, but disaster-prone matchmaker,
who ignores her own romantic feelings while setting out to find a suitor for her friend
Harriet. 
Her efforts go awry, of course, leading to comic complications. Fall in love again with

one of Jane Austen’s most adored characters, featuring a score from Tony-nominated
composer Paul Gordon. Jane Austen’s Emma: the Musical is part of Chance Theater’s
2018 Holiday Literature Series. Directed by Casey Long. Music Direction by Bill
Strongin. 

Jane Austen’s Emma: the Musical
@ CHANCE THEATER

Bette Aitken Theater Arts Center
5522 E La Palma Ave, Anaheim, CA 

Tickets: (888) 455-4212   www.chancetheater.com

“Mr. Burns” 
@ CSUF LITTLE THEATRE
CSUF Performing Arts Center, 
800 N. State College Blvd.

Fullerton
Tickets: (657) 278-3371

•MR. BURNS: A POST-ELECTRIC
PLAY. by Anne Washburn, directed
by Kyle Cooper, plays through
December  2nd. 
This ingenious comedy was the

winner of the 2014 Drama League
Award for Outstanding Production
of an Off-Broadway or Broadway
Play. 
Civilization has collapsed. A group

of survivors surround a campfire and

Mr. Burns - PHOTO BY JORDAN KUBAT

“Fuente Ovejuna” @
FULLERTON COLLEGE
Bronwyn Dodson Theater, 

321 E Chapman Ave. Fullerton
Tickets: (714) 992-7150
theater.fullcoll.edu

From the Golden Age of Spanish
drama, Fuenteovejuna by Lope de Vega,
directed by Minerva Garcia, plays through
December 1st. The play documents the
motivations behind the murder of
Fernando Gomez de Guzman, the Chief

reminisce about the plot of  The Simpsons tele-
vision episode, “Cape Feare.” Seven years later,
The Simpsons and other snippets of commer-
cials, jingles, pop songs, and sitcoms have
become the live entertainment of a post-apoc-
alyptic society striving to hold on to its past. 

Commander of the Order of the
Calatrava. 
Basing the play on an actual historical

event, Lope de Vega dramatizes the cor-
ruption of the Calatrava’s leaders and the
effects of the Commander’s tyranny on
the pastoral village of Fuenteovejuna (lit-
erally, "Sheepwell"). 
The Commander, while glorious in bat-

tle, lacks moral character and routinely
kidnaps and ravishes young women in the
town. When he sets his sights on the love-
ly Laurencia, the mayor’s daughter and
new bride of Frondoso, the town is
shocked, but stands aside. 
When Laurenica returns, bloodied and

beaten, she finally spurs the town into
action against him, resulting in his mur-
der. Even Spanish royalty become
involved in the questioning of the town
and under torture, all they can learn about
the Commander’s murder is:
"Fuenteovejuna did it." 
Often adapted to fit modern times,

Fuenteovejuna is a timeless tale about peo-
ple standing together against corruption,
tyranny, and abuse. 

Luz: Exploring Light
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE

ART GALLERY

321 E. Chapman Ave
(In the 1000 Building)

(714)992-7271

Luz examines the transformative power
of light through the lenses of mythology,
technology, society, and science, and fea-
tures the works of Kyla Hansen, Alison
Kudlow, Patrick Martinez, Amor Muñoz,
Christine Nguyen, Fawn Rogers, and
Christina Villamor. Closes November
28th, 2018
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The Darden Sisters Make it New
by Jesse La Tour

The Darden Sisters are a musical group
from Fullerton comprised of four sisters:
Selah (violin), Clarah (guitar), Havi
(mandolin), and Tabbi (bass). Known for
their Americana folk sound and re-imag-
ining of classic and modern tunes, the
Sisters focus on musical harmonies and
blending of styles. I sat down with the
Darden Sisters to learn more about these
rising local stars.

HOW DID YOU GET STARTED?
Selah:We started very young singing all

together as a family. We were traveling
gospel singers and we went all around the
US. We’d go to different churches and
sing gospel music, and then we came back
here. Fullerton was always our home base.
About ten years ago, we started to sing
different types of music, and kind of
branched off.
Clarah: We would tour for nine

months, and then we’d go home for the
holidays. We got to see so many places:
The Grand Canyon, the Great Lakes. We
got as far east as Kentucky. We used to
visit Washington every year. There was
this family camp they had there with kids
our age. We got to swim in the Columbia
River, and fish for salmon, the best
salmon I’ve ever had.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE

YOUR MUSIC?
Clarah: It’s kind of an alternative

sound, but with Americana and folk influ-
ences. But since we have the gospel influ-
ence, we have a lot of harmonies. We love
to harmonize together, sometimes in four
part harmonies. We all play acoustic
instruments for now: mandolin, violin,
guitar, and bass. We do a lot of covers of
60s, 70s, and 80s music.  We write some
originals that we’re starting to integrate
into our set.
Selah: People will say, ‘I’ve seen you so

many times, but it’s different every time.’
And it is, we’re just growing and experi-
menting.

WHO ARE SOME OF

YOUR INFLUENCES?
Havi:We like a lot of Americana—The

Eagles, Fleetwood Mac, stuff like that.
And then, coming off the road, we started
playing in rest (senior) homes, so we
learned a lot of old music—songs the
older folks would know and be familiar
with.

WHAT ARE SOME EXAMPLES

OF “OLD” MUSIC YOU PLAYED?
Havi: The Andrews Sisters, old jazz

classics, Frank Sinatra. That shows
through in our music as an influence as
well. We listen to a wide variety of music.

WHERE DO YOU PLAY SHOWS NOW?
Clarah: We play around downtown

Fullerton: Back Alley, Bourbon Street, the
Matador Cantina. We also play at The
Packinghouse in Anaheim. We played at
the OC Fair this year and last year. We’re
trying to get into more festivals. And we’ll
be playing a Christmas show at the
Muckenthaler on December 21.
Selah: It’s going to be Christmas-based.

We’re going to have some special guests. It
should be exciting and fun.

CAN YOU TALK ABOUT SOME

OF THE INFLUENCES OF COMING

FROM A MUSICAL FAMILY?
Clarah: Our grandfather has been an

entertainer for over 50 years. He had his
own act which he actually took to Japan.
He had a show with his sons (my uncles)
and my mom (who is a dancer) and a cou-
ple other people. It was called The
American Can Can Revue. The show had
a bunch of old classic songs, and a dance
choreography. He did jokes and imper-
sonations, like Jimmy Durante, Fats
Domino, Ray Charles, cool stuff like that.
It was like a family business. And my
uncles now are in punk rock bands—D.I.
and the Dickies. We’re going to see one of
them tonight.
Selah: Our uncles are Eddie and Joe

The Darden Sisters Selah, Havi, Clarah, and Tabbi will perform a Holiday Show at 
the Muckenthaler Cultural Center on December 21st. PHOTO RIVER MEDLOCK PHOTOGRAPHY

Steve Noonan & David Andersen 
in One-Night Hometown Show
Wednesday, November 28

Steve Noonan and David Andersen will
perform in a one-night-only hometown
show on November 28 at Bourbon Street,
110 E. Commonwealth Ave in
Downtown Fullerton. These two musi-
cians will perform their original tunes
from years past – and include some they
are writing together just for this show. As
one of Steve’s songs explains – they’ll be
“Bringin’ it Back Home” to Fullerton.
Steve Noonan started writing songs in

1963 – with Greg Copeland - a fellow
student at Sunny Hills High School.
Together they wrote the first hit for the
Nitty Gritty Dirt Band and went on to
write several more, which were featured
on Steve’s first Elektra LP in 1968 – along
with some early tunes from a young
Jackson Browne (also a SHHS student).  
Steve left the business for a while, to

raise a family. He returned in late 2007
with his CDs “Bringin’ it Back Home” -
“Starting Place” in 2011 and STEVE
NOONAN LIVE (with Jackson Browne &
his Band) in 2014.  
Steve has played throughout the US –

the UK – the EU and Japan.  His songs

have been played on World Wide Radio
for over 50 years.  
Jackson Browne has said “…Steve

Noonan is one of the most influential
people musically in my life. What I
learned about performing I first learned
from him.”     
David Andersen – (also a Sunny Hills

High alumn) performed his own his own
songs in Hollywood after high school and
then struck out for Nashville.  
There he met up with the Legendary

Guitarist Chet Atkins, who told
him  “Gee David, when I hear you play
with a group, you always sound great. You
fit right in. But when I hear you play
alone, that’s you. You should really con-
sider a career as a stand-alone guitar play-
er.”   
Soon after, David became the

Ambassador of Music City (Nashville)
appearing onstage with luminaries Dolly
Parton, Kenny Rogers and many others. 
He has appeared daily at the Country

Music Hall of Fame and Museum in
Nashville for 17 years. Up to the present
he has racked up 5,000 shows.  

Tatar, and they play in D.I. together. And
uncle Eddie plays in other bands as well.

WOW, SO YOU HAVE A CONNECTION

TO LOCAL PUNK HISTORY?
Selah: Our basement is like hallowed

ground for the beginning of that scene in
the 80s. We have some Social Distortion
graffiti on the wall down there. We think
No Doubt’s been down there too.

WOULD YOU EVER GET AN RV LIKE
WHEN YOU WERE KIDS AND HIT THE

ROAD AS THE DARDEN SISTERS?
Tabbi:We definitely want to tour again.

We all have that traveling bug. We love
being out there on the road.

Selah:We’ve done little tours. We went
to the Netherlands. We played and
recorded there. We’ve played Arizona.
We’ve played Northern California a cou-
ple of times. 

WHAT DO YOU SEE FOR THE FUTURE?
Selah: Our ultimate goal and dream is

to make this work for as long as we can.
We’ve all made the decision that this is
our main thing for as long as it takes, or as
long as we can keep it going.
Clarah: Right now it is a full time job

for us because we perform almost every
day.

To keep up with The Darden Sisters, 
visit www.dardensisters.com.
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Fullerton
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and
Natalie Kennedy and a group of friends
in 1978, is staffed by local citizen vol-
unteers who create, publish, and dis-
tribute the paper throughout our com-
munity.  This venture is a not-for-prof-
it one with all revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our
independent, non-partisan, non-sectar-
ian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton

residents about the institutions and
other societal forces which most impact
their lives, so that they may be empow-
ered to participate in constructive ways
to keep and make these private and
public entities serve all residents in law-
ful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways. Through our extensive local cal-
endar and other coverage, we seek to
promote a sense of community and an
appreciation for the values of diversity
with which our country is so uniquely
blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:
Submissions on any topic of interest 
are accepted from Fullerton residents 
and we try hard to get it all in. 
Sorry we sometimes fail. 

Shorter pieces have a better chance. 
Email to observernews@earthlink.net

or mail to: FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051

FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051
____________________________
How To Subscribe
Subscriptions  are due each October
$25/Fullerton • $35/Out of Town

Send Check with Name & Address  to: 
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, 

Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________

How to Advertise
Call 714-525-6402,

or email 
observernews@earthlink.net
________________________________

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer 
are distributed throughout Fullerton 

and sent through the mail to subscribers 
every two weeks except only once 

in January, July & August. 

Missed a Copy?Visit us online at:
www.fullertonobserver.com

& on FaceBook

• STAFF•
• Managing Editor: Sharon Kennedy

•Special Reports:
Jesse La Tour, Jane Rands, Matt Leslie
• Database  Manager: Jane Buck

• Advisor: Tracy Wood
• Copy Editor/Proof: Christine Romer
• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,  
Marjorie Kerr, Manny Bass, Leslie Allen

• Webmaster: Jesse La Tour

• FEATURES & COLUMNISTS
• COUNCIL REPORT: Jesse La Tour
•CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey
• DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto
•GARDENING: Penny Hlavac

•FULLERTON HISTORY: Terry Galvin
• LIBRARY ISSUES: Matt Leslie 

• MOVIE REVIEW HITS & MISSES: Joyce Mason 
•YOUTH EDITOR: Francine Vudoti

•POLITICAL COMMENTARY: 
Jonathan Dobrer & Vince Buck
•PASSION FOR JUSTICE: Sinh Dang

•PHOTOGRAPHER: Jere Greene, Damion Lloyd
•ROVING REPORTERS: Jere Greene 
and other Community Members
• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:

Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno
•SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko 
• THEATRE REVIEWS:

Eric Marchese, Angela Hatcher, Mark Rosier 
•VIDEO OBSERVER: Emerson Little

Created & Published in Fullerton 
by local citizen volunteers for 40 years

The Early December issue will 
hit the stands on Dec 3, 2018

SUBMISSION & AD 
DEADLINE: Nov. 26, 2018

Notes from Subscribers
Thank You to all our old and new sub-

scribers who sent in their payments for
home delivery. And we really appreciated
those who added extra and all the sweet
notes. Below are a few of the messages we
received. - Thanks for the encouragement!

You are such a treasure for our town. I
do have a feeling for how hard you work
to put out two editions of the paper each
and every month. The paper is especially
invaluable during the “crazy” season of
elections, but beyond that, you allow us to
stay in touch with one another and our
community.
Thank you so much for your dedica-

tion, grace and level best to keep it neutral
and give everyone a chance to be heard.
You’re the best! Jan M. Flory Fullerton

Thank you for your fine community
newspaper - we enjoy receiving it at home!

James & Carmen Perez Fullerton

We have been fans of your newspaper
for years. We have always picked it up
from Ralphs Grocery Store. This last issue
(Early October) was terrific. It was so
helpful about the propositions and the
candidates and where the money comes
from. I hope you will also do it for the
state offices and US representatives.
Thank you for all your hard work.

Marylou Miller Fullerton

The Fullerton Observer is the only place
to learn about issues related to city hall,
school board and Fullerton community.
Thank you so much!

Collier/Driggers Fullerton

Keep up the good work.
Jean Klinghoffer Fullerton

How lucky Fullerton is to have you
publish the timely and local REAL news!

Fay Colmar Fullerton

Please find our subscription renewal for
the privilege and pleasure of receiving the
Observer all these years. Your parents
would enjoy the success from 4 pages to
20!

Dodo Standring Fullerton

I feel very lucky to be a reader and sub-
scriber. The service that you and your
writers provide to our community is
immense! Every page has something
informative or entertaining or both.
Many thanks to all who’ve contributed
not only to this issue, but to others past
and to come!                        

Jim Armstrong Placentia

Chief Hendricks
I met Chief Hendricks personally at a

"Coffee with the Chief" event at
Starbucks, soon after he took office.  He
seemed to be a very nice man, with many
sensible plans for the Department.
After that, I met him again many times

as he attended almost every community
event I was involved with, and was a
GREAT communicator.  Also, I read
about many of the policies he initiated,
and felt we were very lucky to have him as
Chief.
I'm SO sorry to hear of the problems he

got into - and wish there was some way he
could be put on probation instead of dis-
charged.

Merrijo Hatfield. Fullerton

ED: Hendricks did make some good
policy decisions while FPD Chief, but his
alleged actions toward the EMT in the
Irvine incident were considered by many
to have gone too far. 
The council and city manager did not

fire him but allowed him the option of
resigning which gives him the ability to
get another job.

continued from frontpage

In the race for the 4th County
Supervisor District, Doug Chaffee has a
tiny lead. Although a non-partisan race,
this should have been an easy Democratic
win. But Chaffee is not a strong candi-
date. His race was largely self-funded and
had little grass roots support. He has sug-
gested in council debates that public opin-
ion is not a critical element in his deci-
sions. That has not been forgotten. (And
his campaign may have been affected by the
controversy over his wife Paulette’s move to
an apartment in District 5 from their home
in District 2, in order to run for the District
5 council seat - and her well-publicized
sign-stealing incident.)
This was the first year that

Fullerton had district elec-
tions and it was confusing to
have them in two school dis-
tricts and in the city, all dif-
ferent. The FSD elections
had no surprises, with the
incumbents winning. In the
high school district many
expected the popular Mike
Oates (The Younger) to win
easily, but he was edged out
by the union supported
Lauren Klatzker, and Chris
Thompson in a race still too
close to call (with Klatzker leading by
about 540 votes).
In the City Council race in the 5th dis-

trict (southeast Fullerton), Ahmad Zahra
has about a 300 vote lead over Vicki
Calhoun (both newbies to electoral poli-
tics, as were the other candidates). 
The big council surprise was in the 3rd

district (east and northeast Fullerton). You
may recall the controversy over selecting
the voting district lines for Fullerton,
notably between the maps 8A and 2B.
Map 2B was drawn up by the City’s paid
consultant after numerous community
meetings (however poorly attended). Map
8A was generally referred to as the
Downtown Bar Owners Map, but clearly
had more sophisticated support behind it.
It was put forward with the argument that
every councilmember should have a bit of
downtown. But perhaps the real reason
for a new map was that Map 2B created 3
Democratic districts. Map 8A flipped
District 3 from Democratic to Republican
and then skewed a boundary to put
Councilmember Sebourn in that district. 
The Republicans needed this seat if they

were to retain control of the council,
which they had held for nearly 40 years.
And victory seem assured. Sebourn has
been a solid, mature councilmember and
cast some bold votes, including one

opposing Fullerton’s getting involved in
the sanctuary city issue. But Silva benefit-
ed from Cisneros and Sharon Quirk-Silva
doing very well in this district with its
large student vote (and perhaps his positive
stand for Coyote Hills open space).
District elections were designed to cre-

ate more diversity on governing bodies,
but in this cycle the results were not what
might have been expected. While the
council will now have two minority mem-
bers, District 5 which was expected to
elect an Hispanic member will be repre-
sented by an individual with roots in the
middle east (though also married to a
Hispanic and a District 5 resident for 17
years); and District 3 which was expected

to elect an Anglo Republican
will be represented by Jesus
Silva. 
The school boards did not

elect any minority candidates
in this cycle (except Regina
Cuadra if she holds her lead).
What now? At the local

level the council must fill the
remainder of Silva’s at-large
term either with an (expen-
sive) election or by appoint-
ment. 
An appointment will be dif-

ficult since it will take three
votes out of four and there is

no apparent coalition. While there are
some obvious candidates it is hard to see
who they could agree on. They could do
worse than appoint Greg Sebourn to fill
out the term in this seat which will disap-
pear in two years.
At the state level, the Democrats would

seem to be in an enviable position with a
2/3s majority in each house and a left
leaning governor. Yet they are probably at
the peak of their power and have nowhere
to go but down.  While Jerry Brown was
not popular, he was respected. Gavin
Newman will not have that respect, and
the state has many unsolved problems.
Add to that the fact that the economy has
to cycle downward sometime soon, and
the Democrats may soon find themselves
very unpopular.
At the national level if the Democrats

are smart they have nowhere to go but up.
If they are smart they will downplay the
investigation of the Trump
Administration (which must be done) and
concentrate on passing well-founded leg-
islation aimed at solving national prob-
lems, especially those affecting Trump’s
base; and then let the Senate and the pres-
ident support that legislation or choke on
it. We are in for interesting times.
See page 20 for the most recent election
results prior to this issue’s print date.

Not the usual election by Vince Buck

The Old 
Orange County
is not dead, as
proclaimed in
the LA Times
by Gustavo
Arellano, but 
it is on 

life support.



The spent shell casings littered the
floors at the Tree of Life Synagogue in
Pittsburgh. Remnants of the blood of
the dead and wounded were still dis-
cernible and the wounds in our hearts
had not yet even begun to heal when
more shell casings, blood and death
came to Borderline Bar in Thousand
Oaks. I grieve for those slaughtered at
prayer on the Sabbath and for those
young people murdered on a Wednesday
night while celebrating their youth. I
grieve but can I say that I’m surprised?
I’m not. 
I’m feeling literally shell

shocked as are the people
around me. I’m feeling like a
spent shell—empty. I think
we’re all shell shocked by
more than the actual shells,
but also by the accumula-
tion of blows and traumas to
our bodies, souls, and the
body politic.
We’re suffering from Post Traumatic

Stress Disorder (The new term for shell
shock). But how can we heal from the
stress knowing that we are not living in a
Post Traumatic world, but in a world of
on-going trauma? We know that more
shootings will come, and more mad rage
will be acted out. How can we heal
when, as impactful as they are, mass
shootings are but a relatively small part
of our stress? In California, we feel sur-
rounded by gunfire and forest fires,
while anxiously awaiting San Andreas to
turn over in his sleep.  
It’s too much. I don’t know where to

begin enumerating the stresses that
impact us, the events near and far and
the major tragedies. I’m confident that
everyone has a different list, and I’m
confident that some common events
overlap and connect us across our politi-
cal, ethnic and religious differences.
I’m pretty secure that most of us agree

that we’re revealing ourselves to be a
nation divided. Where we once had the
motto E Pluribus Unum (Out of Many
One) today our motto should come
from a William Butler Yeats poem, The
Second Coming. Take a line, any line,
and it captures our fraught times. He
seems to me more prophet than poet. 

“Turning and turning
in the widening gyre 

The falcon cannot hear 
the falconer; 

Things fall apart; 
the centre cannot hold; 

Mere anarchy is loosed upon the
world, The blood-dimmed tide is

loosed, and everywhere The ceremo-
ny of innocence is drowned; 
The best lack all conviction, 

while the worst 
Are full of passionate intensity.”
The Yeats poem was published in

1919, at another time of tectonic shifts

in society, a time when the institutions
of culture, religion and science were in
conflict. Freud, Marx and Darwin had
changed the images of our origins, our
destiny and our power to choose. A ter-
rible World War had just ended, and we
were about to plant the seeds for the next
World War. A rapidly evolving technolo-
gy was changing society, bringing people
in from rural areas to increasingly auto-
mated factories and polluted cities. We
were becoming electronically connected
to each other by telegraph, telephone

and, in 1920, by commercial
radio.  Even if we consider it
primitive today, that technol-
ogy was threatening to indi-
viduals and institutions.
Today, with all of our elec-

tronic connections, we can-
not hear each other in the din
of our shouting. We listen
ungenerously, only to formu-
late our response. We pick at

each others’ words and make little effort
to discern their intent. We are more vir-
tually connected than ever but less per-
sonally connected. This disconnect
allows us to depersonalize our encoun-
ters with each other. 
Our societal center is not holding. We

aren’t drifting apart.  We’re racing apart
to our right v left corners, our ethnic
identity corners, our rural v urban cor-
ners. We’ve cornered ourselves with our
righteous anger and moral certainties.
Passionate intensity indeed.
We can’t reach out to hold and help

each other, lest we be accused of politi-
cal, social or class treason. Politics, once
idealized as “the art of compromise,”
now vilifies compromise. We distrust our
political leaders, the integrity of our elec-
toral process and each other.
And yes, ceremonies of innocence are

drowned in the blood of 11 Jews at
prayer in Pittsburgh, 9 African
Americans in Bible Study in Charleston
and 26 Baptists in Sutherland Texas.
And the slaughter of 11 young people at
the Borderline Bar in Woodland Hills,
the mowing down of 49 human beings
at the largely Gay and Lesbian Pulse
nightclub in Orlando and the Las Vegas
massacre, killing 58 concert-goers are all
ceremonies of innocence drowned in a
blood-dimmed tide. 
These are unstable times, and we can

be forgiven for not feeling entirely stable
ourselves. Shell shocked? PTSD?  Yes.
Healing can’t come from anger and
name-calling. It begins with listening
and being loving and gentle with one-
another. 
Let’s argue later. Now let’s mourn,

hold and comfort each other. Today, I
don’t have a prescription to propose to
solve our nation’s problems. Today, I
want to start with healing my insides,
your feelings and our emotional state. 

www.Dobrer.com
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2018

Shell Shocked

Our societal
center is not
holding...
We’re racing
apart to our
right v left 
corners...

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the community.  The

Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Comments are the opinions
of the writer, may be shortened for space, and typos corrected if we notice them.  
We must verify your identity, but we allow initials only and town to be printed

if desired, or anonymous in print if a reasonable case can be made as to why that
is necessary. But Please Note: Opinions sent to us without name, address and
phone number will not be printed. Please add your contact information so we can
verify. That information aside from name and town will not be kept, shared, or
printed. Thanks! Send opinions to: 

observernews@earthlink.net or mail to: Fullerton Observer, 
PO Box 7051, Fullerton CA92834

Like many others, I hate them. I avoid
driving down Wilshire Ave, which I used
to enjoy because I would look at the
homes. 
I think the money for the bicycle grant

was wasted. The city should have picked
the high school campus or somewhere else
to use it, instead of just wasting money
and confusing all the drivers now that
there is not sufficient room for cars to
smoothly drive down Wilshire Ave, It’s
just ridiculous.
I read in the last month’s issue a com-

ment on the fire department signing off,
but I honestly doubt they were given the
dimensions or how much room would be
left once the roundabouts were built. 
I am in hopes that the city will receive

enough complaints to remove every single
one of the roundabouts and that the next
time the city receives free money, make

sure that the community that it will affect
take a vote. 

Felecia Taylor Fullerton

ED: Thanks for your letter but, one
thing you should know is that the city
held numerous community meetings in
the area and the majority of neighbors
signed off on the roundabouts. 
About emergency vehicle access the

Observer asked Fullerton/Brea Fire
Division Chief Kathy Schaefer for an
answer as to whether fire trucks can
maneuver around the traffic circles.  She
says, “The roundabouts were a project
that took five years to come to fruition.
Fullerton's Community Development
and Traffic Division worked with the Fire
Department to ensure the roundabouts
were correctly sized to allow emergency
vehicles to get through the intersections.” 

Ridiculous Roundabouts & Fire Dept Access

I have been a reader of the Fullerton
Observer since the beginning. At that
time, I was grateful not only to have a
paper that covered local issues, but also
one with a liberal voice. Since the demise
of the Fullerton Tribune, the Observer has
grown into something beyond its original
conception. It has become a true commu-
nity newspaper and does a tremendous
job covering local events (although still
with a liberal voice).
Two of the biggest reasons for the suc-

cess of the current paper are Mike Ritto’s
column on downtown, and Emerson
Little’s video column. Which is why I was
so surprised to see that neiither of these
were in the last few issues.
I sure hope you aren’t planning to step

backward and downsize the paper,
because there are quite a few people who
read the Observer for local news and fea-
tures as well as opinion, and who are big
fans of Mike’s and Emerson’s columns.
The Observer would not be the same with-
out them. 
Please bring back the Downtown

Report and the Video Observer. By the
way, it’s nice to see that Jere Greene is
back. He has been missed.

Alan Staley. Fullerton

ED: You are not alone in noticing that
several features (Mike’s, Emerson’s, Joyce
Mason’s, and Jere Greene’s) were left out
of the last few issues. We received numer-
ous letters (see a few at right) and calls. 
Because we are an all-local-volunteer-

produced paper we have to stay at 20
pages where we break even financially.
But, we needed more space to present the
election features and so had to bump sev-
eral of our regular features. We agree with
you that their contributions are super and
they are in as long as they want to be. As
you can see everyone is back in this and
the last issue! Thanks for reading!

Where Are my Favorite Columns?

More Mail from Fans
We are longtime readers. Please don’t

stop publishing Emerson Little’s Video
column. We look forward to it. It is our
favorite part of the paper.
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Brownstein Fullerton

I just picked up my new issue of the
Fullerton Observer and was extremely dis-
appointed to see that Emerson Little’s col-
umn wasn’t there. Emerson’s column is
my favorite part of the paper and is always
the first thing I turn to. He does such a
great job of introducing readers to places
that even many of us who have lived in
Orange County all our lives were not
aware existed.
Because of Emerson, I found out about

the museum at Fullerton’s Ralph B. Clark
Regional Park, Brea’s oil museum,
Anaheim’s Mother Colony House, La
Habra’s Children’s Museum, and so many
other places I have taken my grandchil-
dren to on weekends. Please bring back
Emerson’s column. It is a very important
part of the paper.    Greg Portis Anaheim

Obviously the “Concerned Citizens,”
responsible for the hate flyers sent around
the 5th district during the recent elections
aren’t concerned about breaking the law.
They have not disclosed their identity.

Those putting out political flyers, signs,
ads and other materials for or against a
candidate are required to print financial
disclosures and ID number. In addition
the flyer uses the official city seal illegally.  
Also obvious, the person or group

behind this attack wouldn’t go to the trou-
ble if that candidate had no chance of
winning the council seat in District 5 as
he has since done.
That brought suspicion against the

campaigns of others running in the dis-
trict. However, all candidates running for
the 5th district seat have denied being
involved. Mr. Ybarra said he was disgust-
ed and went so far as to call candidate
Ahmad Zahra to say so. Candidates Ms.
Narian and Ms. Calhoun said their cam-
paigns had nothing to do with it. 
Because we don’t want such actions

happening in Fullerton the Observer sent
the flyer in a hate speech complaint to
http://www.ochumanrelations.org/hate-
crime/report/. Anyone who knows the
identity of “Concerned Citizens” can call
OC Human Relations at 714-480-6570.

SLANDEROUS ATTACK ON COUNCIL CANDIDATE



On October 30, 2018, the world lost a
wonderful man who touched not only the
lives of his family with his immense gen-
erosity and love, but also the countless
others that he encountered along the way.
Norman Frederick Brannock, “Fred,”

at the age of 78, passed away peacefully at
home in the loving comfort
of his wife of 57 years. Fred
was born on November 27,
1939 in Cambridge,
Maryland to John William
and Hilda Francis
Brannock. He attended the
University of Maryland
where he graduated with a
Bachelor of Science degree
in Chemical Engineering. It
was in college where he met
his future wife, Jo Ann,
whom he married on
August 25, 1961. The cou-
ple had three children in
their first three years of marriage.
In 1965, Fred, with his family, moved

to California to take a job at Fluor
Corporation. He later accepted a position
at Simulation Sciences. He eventually rose
to the position of Vice President of
Marketing and retired in 1994. During
his retirement, he was able to enjoy invest-
ing, sketching, practicing bonsai, reading
non-fiction, model ship building, photo-
graphing landscapes, cycling, golfing,
absurdist humor writing, travel, and time
with his family.

Fred also loved to entertain at home. He
enjoyed having friends and family over to
celebrate various occasions and life itself.
His home brought him so much happi-
ness. He loved to travel the world with his
wife and friends. Fred was the perfect
travel companion, as he would meticu-

lously map out the
route to include the
most beautiful sites
and fabulous places to
stay. One of his
favorite road trips was
through the southwest
to sites like Zion,
Bryce, Grand Canyon
and Death Valley.
He will be remem-

bered most vividly for
his sense of humor and
his love and devotion
to his family. He leaves
behind a life rich in

family, friends, and memorable experi-
ences. He will be sorely missed as his life’s
wake was felt by many who were better for
the experience.
Fred is survived by his wife, Jo Ann, his

brother Ron (Julie), his children, Greg,
Nancy and Sam (Wende), and grandchil-
dren, Jack, Daniel, and Benjamin. He is
predeceased by his parents, John and
Hilda Brannock, and son-in-law David
Smith. In lieu of flowers, donations may
be sent to St. Jude’s Children’s Research
Hospital.
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Orangethorpe
Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)

Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE
FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor

Norman Frederick Brannock
November 27, 1939 - October 30, 2018

Robert William Kauppi who was
born March 20, 1946 in
Rockville/Vernon, Connecticut passed
away on September 9,
2018 surrounded by his
loving family. The family
moved to Fullerton in
1953 when Robert was 7
years old. 
He attended Raymond,

Commonwealth, Wilshire
Junior High, Fullerton
High School, and Fullerton
College. 
He was a Realtor for 50

years. Growing up Robert loved surf-
ing, and one of his favorite sayings was,
“It is just another day in paradise.” 

Robert was preceded in death by his
father, Jerome “Jerry” Kauppi. He is
survived by his daughter, Kimberly

Kauppi-Jones, mother, Irene
B. Kauppi, brothers,
Fredrick Kauppi and Wayne
Kauppi, and sister, Patricia
DesRoches. 
The family would like to

thank St. Joseph Hospice for
all of the outstanding care
they provided to Robert. 
In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions may be made to: St.
Joseph Hospice, 200 West

Center Street Promenade, Suite 200,
Anaheim, CA 92805. Services were
held privately by the family.

Robert William Kauppi
March 20, 1946 - September 9, 2018
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Charlene Marie Riggins, 66, passed on
peacefully in her sleep and in her hus-
band’s arms on the morning of October
29th. Her illness was very sudden.
She leaves to cherish her memory, her

devoted husband, Chester Riggins to
whom she was married 37
years; four sisters, Valerie,
Anne, Lynne (James) and
Toni (Baudelio); one
brother, John (Janette);
seven nephews; four nieces;
twenty grand nephews and
nieces; two dogs; a cat
named Spider-Man; and a
host of students and good
friends. She is preceded in
death by her Father, John
Shahpur Turner and
Mother, Ella Catherine Johnson Turner.
Charlene was born in Memphis,

Tennessee on December 19, 1951. In
1953 the family moved to Los Angeles,
where, between L.A., and Orange
County, she has lived most of her life.
Upon maturing, she directed her efforts
and inquiring mind into a love for teach-
ing History.
Charlene earned a Master's Degree in

History from CSU Fullerton in 2004.
Soon afterwards, she began her career as
a professional teacher.
Before beginning work as a Lecturer

and Oral Historian at CSUF and
Santiago College, Charlene's 43-year
career at CSUF began in 1975 as a
Graduate Unit Evaluator in the
Admissions and Records Office. Not
long after lecturing her first class, there

was word from many of
the students whom she
taught and mentored, that
she was "a natural teacher"
one who "really loved her
job" and "made history
come alive". In 2002, she
co-chaired with chairper-
son, mentor, and good
friend, Wendy Elliot, an
annual conference of the
National Genealogical
Alliance and later that

year, helped to present the International
Federation of Genealogical Societies
annual conference. 
In 2013 she was honored by the

organization, "100 Black Men of
Orange County". She was a member of
the Placentia Historical Society, Golden
Key National Honor Society, Phi Alpha
Theta History Honor Society, American
History Society, Association of Black
Women Historians, Oral History
Association, and Southwest Oral
History Association, SWOHA, where
she served as Vice President. 

Charlene Marie Riggins

Arnold Miller was born in the Bronx in
1928 and went on to become a prominent
scientist.   As a teenager he moved with his
family to LA. He received his undergrad-
uate and Ph.D. degrees in chemistry at
UCLA, where he graduated Phi Beta
Kappa.  He began his career as a research
scientist at the Armour Research
Foundation in Illinois.  By 1959 he made
his way back to California, moving to
Fullerton in 1959 with his wife, Beverly.
Arnold went on to manage-

ment positions in industry,
culminating in a long career at
Xerox Corporation, from
which he retired as a corpo-
rate vice president in 1987,
responsible for worldwide
electronics operations. He
later opened a consulting firm
in Fullerton, Technology
Strategy Group.
One of Miller's projects at

Xerox, was being a part of
developing low-dose mam-
mography for Xerox Corporation's
Medical Products Group. Recently,
Pulitzer Prize-winning climate change
journalist, David Hasemyer, wrote an arti-
cle about the history of smog in
California, he noted that Arnold Miller
did ground breaking work in the contro-
versies surrounding the origin and control
of greenhouse gases in Southern
California in the 1950s through 1970s.
In 1955 regional smog, particularly in

the LA area, was at a critical stage.
Professor Arie Haagen-Smit had done
ground breaking work at the California
Institute of Technology, concluding that
smog came from a chemical reaction
between sunlight and unburned fuel, such
as exhaust from automobiles, refineries,
and chemical plants. Many other scien-
tists could not validate Haagen-Smit's
work. Arnold Miller was asked to come to
California for 6 weeks to see if he could
validate those findings. After many exper-
iments and extensive discussions with
other scientists in the area, Miller validat-

ed Haagen-Smit's work as to the origin of
Southern California's smog. This led
California to lead the rest of the nation in
developing technological and legislative
smog-reducing measures. 
In 1971, Miller's company, Theta

Sensors, lnc., developed a telemetered
device for NASA to measure the sulfur
dioxide content of the atmosphere at
flight altitudes. Miller’s little black box has
been hailed as a major contributor to the

understanding of global
pollution.
Arnold Miller, was also

involved in a TV series of
monthly chemistry science
programs under the spon-
sorship of the American
Chemical Society. 
In 2009, Miller received

an Honorary Doctorate of
Humane Letters and was a
commencement speaker at
the Southern California
College of Optometry, now

called Marshall B. Ketchum University in
Fullerton.   
Arnold and his wife, Beverly S. Miller,

supported CSUF's Gerontology
Academic Program and Guardian
Scholars Program.  In 1996, Miller and
his wife established the Beverly and
Arnold Miller University Scholarship in
Gerontology with an endowment gift.
Since then, 104 students have been bene-
ficiaries of their scholarship. Miller
received many accolades from CSUF.
Miller is survived by 3 daughters,

Debra, Marla and Linda, four grandchil-
dren and one great grandchild. 
Donations can be made to the Beverly

and Arnold Miller Endowed University
Scholarship in Gerontology or by check
to: Cal State Fullerton Philanthropic
Foundation, In Memory of Dr. Arnold
Miller, Acct. #90810. Checks can be
mailed to: Attn. Alina Mircea-Trotz,
College of Humanities and Social
Sciences, 800 N. State College Blvd.,
Suite H-211, Fullerton, CA 92831  

Arnold “Arnie” Miller
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The Fullerton Observer provides space
for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To partic-
ipate you must have a local phone num-
ber. Contractors must provide valid
licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any
ad not considered suitable for our family
newspaper. 
Sorry, we do not accept date ads, get

rich schemes or financial ads of any sort.
Call (714) 525-6402 for details. 
The cost of a classified is $10 for 50

words or less per issue. Payment is by
check only. 
Items and services that are free and lost

and found items and lost pet listings are

printed for free as space allows. 
The Observer assumes no liability for

ads placed here. However, if you have a
complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at (714) 525-6402.  
Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to

inquire about business licenses. 
For contractor license verification go to

the California State Contractor License
Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov. Once
there click on the red link on the left of
the page which will take you to a screen
where you can enter the name, contractor
number, or business to make sure they are
legit.       Thank You!

ANSWER KEY
to the puzzle on

page 7: 
“Thank-full.”

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2018LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS 
Call (714) 525-6402

FOR SALE
AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry, 
or Nutrilite products 

please call Jean (714) 349-4486.

EMPLOYMENT

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AT
FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT

Updated November 7, 2018
Apply on EdJoin at: edjoin.org (search

for Fullerton Elementary). 
•Instructional Assistant/Part-time
$15-$19/hr. - deadline 12/4/18
•Instructional Assistant/
Part-time/Recreation
$15-$19/hr. - deadline 11/28/18
•Instructional Assistant/Substitute
Special Education Part-time 
$15.57/hr. - deadline 11/30/18
•Speech & Language Pathologist
Salary, Part-time 60% with bonus

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AT
FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT

Updated November 7, 2018
Apply on EdJoin at: edjoin.org (search
for Fullerton High School District). 
•Vehicle Mechanic/ Full-time
$4,683-$5,976 - with benefits
•Bus Driver/ Part time
$21.66-$27.66/hr - with benefits

WANT TO BUY

HOME REPAIR
LICENSED HOME SERVICES
Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Fences, Gates, Patio Covers

CSLB #744432.  
Free estimates (714) 272-8702

ENGINEERING & TECHNICAL

Wanted: Older Engineering &
Technical Books. Engineering, physics,
mathematics, electronics, aeronautics,
welding, woodworking, HVAC, metal-
working, and other types of technical
books purchased. Large collections
(25+books) preferred. Please call Deborah
(714) 528-8297.

CITY JOB OPENINGS
(updated November 7, 2018)

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on the
“Apply” link or visit Fullerton City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
Building Inspector I/II 
Full Time $4,716-$6,435/monthly
Library Clerical Assistant 
$16-20/no benefits/at will.
Planning/Engineering Intern
$13-$17/hr/no benefits/at will
Fire Department Utility Worker
$11-$12/hr/no benefits/at will
•Police Officer Trainee
$5,926-$6,599/monthly Full Time.
•Police Officer (Lateral) 
$5,926-$7,564/hr. Full Time. Must be  
currently employed as a police officer.

VETERANS CRISIS HOTLINE
(800) 273 8255

SAT., NOV. 17, 1PM
PUZZLE MASTER

Valerie Brickey 
will talk about her
techniques following 
a free screening of
Wordplay (2006 PG)
FULLERTON PUBLIC
LIBRARY, 353 W.
Commonwealth  

SIGNS TO LOOK FOR
An estimated 65 million Americans

have some form of gum disease, which
leaves them vulnerable to infection
and tooth loss. Worse yet, many peo-
ple are ignoring signs of gum disease
that might otherwise lead them to
effective treatment before their prob-
lems grow worse and more difficult to
treat. It is important to recognize com-
mon symptoms of gum disease, which
include spitting blood after brushing
and flossing. This is a sign of the
mildest form of gum disease, called
“gingivitis,” which can be treated
rather easily. However, symptoms such
as wiggly teeth and receding gums may
be indications that gum disease has
progressed to more severe “periodonti-

tis,” which warrants immediate atten-
tion to prevent both tooth and bone
loss. Symptoms of gum disease include
plaque buildup, bad breath, and sensi-
tive teeth.
Avoiding gum disease and achieving

optimal dental hygiene success are not
all that difficult. Almost everyone can
accomplish both with a modest
amount of time invested daily.
Keeping up with home dental care as
well as scheduling periodic cleanings
and wellness exams are two important
steps toward accomplishing the goal of
a healthy mouth. For technologically
advanced dentistry and personalized
care for all members of your family,
please call us for an appointment.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092

www.paulnelsondental.com

SEWING MACHINES
Sewing class wash-out offers (1) com-

puterized, portable Brother machine, $90;
and (2) Mother’s all-metal Singer with
knee lever, circa 1950s in 3-drawer cabi-
net with bench and machine attachments,
plus hem measuring tool, $115. Leave
message at (714) 992-0908.

Where to Donate Good Used
Clothing and Other Items

•Pathways of Hope: Local non-profit
benefiting homeless and struggling fam-
ilies. (714) 680-3691 www.pohoc.org

•Fullerton College Career Closet:
This program provides lightly used and
new clothing, shoes and accessories to
Fullerton College students looking for
jobs. Contact Kathy Standen by email to
kstanden@fullcoll.edu or call (714) 992-
7032

•Orangethorpe Christian: 2200 W.
Orangethorpe, Fullerton. This church
provides hot meals and distributes cloth-
ing and furniture to anyone in need at
6pm on Mondays. (714) 871-3400.

•Orangethorpe Lutheran Shelter:
2200 W. Orangethorpe, Fullerton. This
church provides hot meals to homeless
and distributes clothing. (714) 871-
3400.

•Seventh-day Adventist: 2355 W.
Valencia Dr., Fullerton. (714) 525-4561.
This church provides supplemental food
bags and clothing on Tuesdays 10am-
2pm.

•Calvary Community: 1465 W.
Orangethorpe Ave, Fullerton. (714)
879-6672. This church provides hot
meals, showers, haircuts, and clothes on
the first and third Saturdays of each
month from noon to 2pm.

•St Andrews Episcopal: 1231 E
Chapman Ave, Fullerton. (714) 870-
4350. This church provides clothing to
men 18 years and older, from 5:15pm to
6:45pm on Fridays.

•St Angela Merici Catholic: 585 S.
Walnut Ave., Brea. (714) 529-1821.
This church provides breakfast and
clothing to homeless from 8am to noon
on Saturdays.

•Assistance League Thrift Store: 233
W. Amerige Ave, Fullerton (714) 525-
1041. Donations to the Thrift Store help
support other Assistance League pro-
grams.

•Zion Thrift Store: 1109 E.
Commonwealth, Fullerton (714) 879-
1147. Donations to the Thrift Store ben-
efit Lutheran Church programs.

YARD SALE
GIRL SCOUT FUNDRAISER
A Yard Sale will take place December
1st, from 7am to 12 noon at 2124

Terraza Place in Fullerton. Baby goods,
furniture, art supplies, toys, & luggage.
The sale is a fundraiser for, and hosted

by, Girl Scout Troop 3549.
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CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 3

•Jesus Silva
3,626

RUNNERS UP

•Greg Sebourn:
2,626

•Nickolas
Wildstar: 633

FJUHS DISTRICT 4
•Lauren Klatzker

4,907

RUNNER UP
•Chris Thompson

4,363
•Mike Oates 3,949

•Nathan Vestri 500

OC BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
DISTRICT 4

•Doug Chaffee
68,776

RUNNER UP
•Tim Shaw  
68,510

•Ahmad Zahra
1,929

RUNNERS UP

•Vicki Calhoun:
1,608

•Johnny Ybarra: 1,180
•Paulette Chaffee: 655
•Sabrina Narain: 340

CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 5

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL FULLERTON HIGH
SCHOOL DISTRICT

FJUHS DISTRICT 1

•Regina Cuadra
3,912

RUNNER UP
•Chester Jeng
3,852

FJUHS DISTRICT 5
•Marilyn Buchi

9,099

RUNNER UP
•Bridget D. Vornholt

3,841

FULLERTON ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DISTRICT

FSD DISTRICT 3
•Beverly Berryman

4,828

RUNNER UP
•Jennifer Harris

3,615

FSD DISTRICT 4
•Janny Catlin Meyer

3,819

RUNNER UP
•Shana Charles

3,409

COUNTY OF ORANGE

OC DISTRICT ATTORNEY

•Todd Spitzer
443,455

RUNNER UP
•Tony Rackauckas

387,743

OC SHERIFF-CORONER
•Don Barnes
468,822

RUNNER UP

•Duke Nguyen
388,338

•Gil Cisneros
OC: 70,718

Districtwide: 110,794

RUNNER UP
•Young Kim  
OC: 74,742

Districtwide: 107,774

U.S. 
REPRESENTATIVES

•Sharon 
Quirk-Silva
68,768

RUNNER UP
•Alexandria
Coronado
51,392

STATE OFFICES
65TH DISTRICT STATE
ASSEMBLYMEMBER

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

•Tony Thurmond
OC: 357,048
CA: 4,637,647
RUNNER UP

•Marshall Tuck  
OC: 474,927
CA: 4,486,958

GOVERNOR
•Gavin Newsom
OC:  487,704
CA:  6,559,198
RUNNER UP
•John Cox: 

OC  497,002   CA:  4,144,608

SECRETARY OF STATE
•Alex Padilla OC:499,519 / CA: 6,716,013

RUNNER UP: Mark Meuser 
OC: 469,424 / CA: 3,826,645

ATTORNEY GENERAL
•Xavier Becerra
OC: 493,863 / CA: 6,612,789

RUNNER UP: Steven Bailey 
OC: 474,579 / CA: 3,918,301

INSURANCE COMMISSIONER
•Ricardo Lara OC: 386,533 / CA: 5,219,580

RUNNER UP: Steve Poizner 
OC: 534,505 / CA: 4,831,730

39TH DISTRICT US
REPRESENTATIVE

•Diane Feinstein
OC: 457,327
CA: 5,185,272

RUNNER UP
•Kevin De León  
OC: 379,319
CA: 4,336,732

US CONGRESS MEMBER

STATE INITIATIVES

HOUSING ASSISTANCE FUNDING
PROP 1: CA: YES: 5,726,581 
NO: 4,597,220
OC: NO  511,199
YES: 436,116

HOUSING MENTALLY ILL BOND
PROP 2:  CA: YES: 6,503,783
NO: 3,870,635 
OC: YES  534,838

WATER SUPPLY/QUALITY FUNDING
PROP 3: CA: NO: 5,282,058
YES: 4,954,938
OC:  NO  518,907 
YES: 420,792

CHILDREN’S HOSPITALS
PROP 4: CA: YES: 6,404,631
NO:  4,167,181
OC: YES  533,885
NO: 416,633

SENIOR PROPERTY TRANSFER
PROP 5: CA: NO: 6,121,864
YES: 4,115,106
OC: NO 472,049 
YES: 471,991

AMBULANCE EMPLOYEES
PROP 11: CA: YES: 6,216,711
NO: 4,135,023
OC: YES  629,466
NO: 319,554

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
PROP 7: CA: YES: 6,179,719 
NO: 4,119,000
OC: YES  595,842
NO: 351,613

KIDNEY DIALYSIS CHARGES
PROP 8: CA: NO: 6,286,045 
YES: 4,106,594 
OC: NO  598,456
YES: 354,991

RENT CONTROL
PROP 10: CA:  NO: 6,315,327 
YES: 4,172,268
OC: NO  634,767
YES: 324,336

FARM ANIMAL STANDARDS
PROP 12: CA: YES: 6,431,434
NO: 3,924,245 
OC: YES  555,665
NO: 393,772

ELIMINATE ROAD REPAIR FUNDING
PROP 6: CA: NO: 5,958,866 
YES: 4,555,005 
OC: YES  527,874
NO: 426,649 JUDGES

All judges were confirmed at both
OC and statewide levels. 

CONTROLLER
•Betty T. Yee 

OC: 505,159 / CA: 6,819,597

Runner Up: Konstantino Roditis
OC: 459,758  / CA: 3,701,828

TREASURER
•Fiona Ma

OC: 493,999 / CA: 6,652,886

Runner Up: Greg Conlon: 
OC: 470,625 / CA: 3,833,057

LT, GOVERNOR
•Eleni Kounalakis
OC : 420,608
CA:  5,058,302

RUNNER UP
•Ed Hernandez: 
OC: 365,139 /  CA: 3,891,052

LOCAL & STATE ELECTION PRELIMINARY RESULTS
The Orange County Registrar of

Voters at www.ocvote.com publishes the
updated results of the election every day
until the final county official results are
posted by or before December 7, 2018.
The Secretary of State of California

website at www.sos.ca.gov also publishes
updates every day until the final vote is
certified December 14. The Fullerton
City Council will certify the November
6, 2018 election results at the council
meeting following the state certification.

Statewide there are 19,696,371  regis-
tered voters; Democrats 8,557,427; No
Party 5,419,607; Republicans 4,735,054;
Other parties 984,283. •36%
(7,272,399) of registered voters voted
statewide. 
In Orange County there are 1,558,988

registered voters:  Republicans 542,551;
Democrats 525,037; No Party 432,802;
Other parties 65,419. •46.3% (722,212)
of registered voters voted in OC.
In Fullerton there are 69.028 registered

voters; Democrats 25,648; Republicans
22,232; No Party 18,432; Other 2,716.
In OC there were 673,895 Vote by

Mail ballots; 307,245 vote at precinct
ballots, and 20,764 early voter ballots
cast. Orange County had a record num-
ber (130,000) of provisional ballots cast;
3,264 conditional voter ballots were cast. 
As of Nov. 17 there were 120,649 bal-

lots left to count in OC and 2,074,155
left to count statewide. So - its not quite
over yet.


