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Vinny De La Torre
Honored by Fullerton
and France by Ed Paul
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The City of Fullerton proudly recognized
long-time resident, Ventura “Vinny” De La
Torre, for his heroic service to his country over
70 years ago. The presentation was made at the
November 19 Council meeting and Vinny was
given a standing ovation by all present.
Vinny De La Torre was also recognized by
receiving France’s Legion of Honor, the country’s highest honor, on November 11, 2018, in
recognition for his service with Gen. George
Patton’s Third Army during WWII.
Vinny was in more than 200 days of continuous combat, liberating many French cities
and in 1945, was part of the division that
fought at the Battle of the Bulge and liberated
two concentration camps, Buchenwald and
Ebensee. He was almost 21 years old at that
time.
Like many of the WW II generation, Vinny
kept much of this story to himself. But in
recent years his family, mostly his grandchildren, slowly obtained bits and pieces of his
service. They conducted some research and
provided it to the French Consulate General
who, after reviewing it for over a year, made the
presentation to Vinny on November 11 at the
National Cemetery in West Los Angeles.
Vinny worked for the City of Fullerton for
27 years as a welder and lives in the same
Fullerton home he bought in 1950.

Honoree Vinny De La Torre (at center) with daughters Dede Fernandez and Lorraine Vega on left and Mayor Chaffee and Councilmember
Silva at right, with Councilmember Fitzgerald, Mayor Protem Sebourn and Councilmember Whitaker at back. PHOTO BY EVA AREVALO

ADDED RESTRICTIONS
by Jesse La Tour
Council voted 3-2 (Fitzgerald, Chaffee,
Sebourn “yes”) on a first reading to
approve a new ordinance with added regulations for religious institutions that wish
to operate as homeless shelters. The final
vote will be taken at the December 18th
council meeting.
Several members of the public and the
faith community spoke against the regulations, arguing that they are too restrictive,
and would prevent churches like St. Philip
Benizi, which allows homeless people to
sleep on their grounds, from providing
this service.
Under the new regulations, institutions
may house up to 12 homeless individuals
in “a habitable structure, either permanent or temporary, with access to restrooms and subject to provision of on-site
management and security.”
The new regulations also establish a

FOR

SHELTERING HOMELESS

permitting process that would require a
religious institution to submit an application to the city providing the following
information for review: duration of the
shelter, days and hours of operation,
processes for admitting persons to the
shelter and/or program, any types of supportive services offered, security measures
and site supervision.
In August, the Planning Commission
recommended that the City Council not
adopt the proposed amendment by a vote
of 4-2-1.
Jay Williams, executive director of OC
United, runs the Interfaith Shelter
Network, which currently includes four
churches that house eight homeless people
for a limited duration, as these people
look for jobs and try to get back on their
feet.
“We’re okay with the proposal at hand.
But I also want to say this issue is compli-

cated and there’s no one solution that’s
going to be the answer. We need multiple
solutions” said Williams.
Father Dennis Kriz, pastor at St. Philip
Benizi church, said, “I’m surprised that
this came up at all because it was decisively
defeated
by
the
Planning
Commission…I don’t think this ordinance will change much of anything
except make it harder for solutions to be
made…Currently the people sleeping on
our property at St. Philip Benizi are
there…because, frankly, there is no place
for them to go.”
Barbara Johnson, co-founder of FIES
(now Pathways of Hope) and the
Interfaith Shelter Network, said, “As we
celebrate over 30 years of success for ISN,
I do not see the need for adopting any
restrictive code amendments. We do not
need to fix something that is not broken.
continued page 2

US Climate Change Report: It’s real and caused by us.
Thirteen federal agencies delivered a scientific report warning that if steps are not
taken the effects of climate change could
double the losses of the Great Recession
significantly damaging the American
economy by 2100.
The over 1,600 page 4th update by
the U.S. Global Change Research
Program, mandated by congress, was
released November 23, 2018. Read a
summary or the entire report at
https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/.
“Future risks depend primarily on
decisions made today...Transformations
in the energy sector - including the displacement of coal by natural gas and
increased deployment of renewable energy
- along with policy actions at the national, regional, state and local levels are

reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the
United States,” reads the report.
However, “this assessment shows that
more immediate and subglobal greenhouse
“Future stantial
gas emissions reductions,
risks
as well as regional adaptadepend
tion efforts would be
primarily needed to avoid the most
severe consequences in the
on
long term.”
decisions
According to the report
made
“Future warming will add
to the stress on water suptoday.”
plies and adversely impact
the availability of water in
parts of the United States.” Other impacts
include higher temperatures, wildfires,
hurricanes, and other extreme weather

events, sea water flooding along coastlines; water, food and air quality degradation; transmission of disease and more.”
“The impacts of climate change are
already being felt in communities across
the country...Future climate change is
expected to further disrupt many areas of
life...Global action to significantly cut
greenhouse gas emissions can substantially reduce climate-related risks...”
In addition, most of the leading scientific organizations worldwide, including
in the US, have issued public statements
endorsing this position. See a list with
links to 200 scientific organizations at
http://www.opr.ca.gov/facts/list-of-scientificorganizations.html.
Visit https://climate.nasa.gov/scientificconsensus/ for more information.
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City staff listen carefully as Barbara Johnson asks the council not to approve
the new ordinance which adds additional barriers to religious organizations
attempting to address the issues of homelessness.

Discussion on Added Regulations for
Religious Institutions Sheltering Homeless
“What I see in Fullerton is a communicontinued from frontpage
ty
that wants solutions, a community
I ask the council to leave it alone as the
come together to say that this ordithat’s
planning commission voted to do.”
nance
is not well-thought out, that you
Richard Doubleday, a Deacon at St
didn’t
consult
the churches, that you didPhilip Benizi, said, “We are in an emerconsult
the
non-profits, and that the
n’t
gency situation…We have a short-term
way
in
which
it’s
written is going to do
dilemma that’s not going away. Jay’s work
more
harm
than
good
for the Fullerton
with 8 people is wonderful, but what
said
Weitzman,
“If churches
homeless,”
about the 233 people who are unshelare
taking
it
upon
themselves
to step in
tered?…I view new ordinances as a restricand
fill
some
of
that
gap,
it
really
seems
tion on our right as a Christian communilike
it
would
be
in
the
city’s
ty to perform our obligabest
interest
to
turn
to
tion…We don’t turn people
those
churches
and
ask
away because we’ve got a law “Let’s continue this
that says they can’t be here.”
item until we have what type of support can
Diana Trout, a Fullerton the funding sources we provide, rather than
implementing something
resident and a parishioner of
available
to
help
that’s going to limit the
St. Philip Benizi, who helps
programs
that are already
run the summer Vacation the churches to do
in
place.”
Bible School program for this, because if we
Cynthia Sanchez, direckids, urged council to vote
can’t help them,
tor
of organizing for the
against the regulations.
and
they
can’t
Orange
County
“If we, as a Catholic
Congregation
Community
fund this, then
Church, want to step up to
Organization (OCCCO),
the plate, these amendments
we’re impeding
a
faith-based group workwill only tie our hands,” said
them.”
ing
on issues of equity,
Trout.
-Councilmember
social
justice, and economDavid Gillanders, executive
Jesus
Silva
ic
dignity
said, “I feel
director of Pathways of Hope
churches
like
St. Philip
echoed the idea that we are at
Benizi
model
something
a point of crisis, and that
these regulations could be limiting for that the city and the county need to be
doing, which is reaching out a helping
churches.
“I am concerned about the potential of hand. Congregations should not be dislimiting some of our faith friends like St. couraged from doing that, but actually
Philip Benizi, which has so far [created] a supported and motivated to continue the
fairly successful and morally just program work, while the city and the county are
to help our friends who are sleeping out- doing active steps to fund permanent supportive housing.”
side,” said Gillanders.
Mike Clements, a 32-year resident of
Brooke Weitzman, the plaintiff ’s lawyer
Fullerton
and a leader at St. Juliana’s
in the OC Catholic Worker lawsuit which
church,
said,
“When a congregation steps
is driving a lot of the recent push to proup
to
respond
to a city-wide crisis to assist
vide homeless shelters countywide, also
the
homeless
in
Fullerton, we don’t need
argued against the new regulations.

2019 Homeless Count Volunteers Sought
The Orange County Point-in-Time
is a count and survey of homeless individuals and families on a given day in
January, conducted in odd years and
coming up in January 2019.
The count of those experiencing
homelessness, mandated by US
Department of Housing and Urban
Development, is a chance for all of us
to get up-to-date information on
homelessness in our community. The
results will shape Orange County’s
approach to ending homelessness.
The 2019 Point-in-Time Count and
Survey will be conducted on January
23, 2019. Volunteers will help conduct
surveys of those experiencing streetlevel homelessness in partnership with

an expert homeless service provider.
Those who would like to volunteer
you can sign up online at
www.EveryoneCountsOC.org or for
more information email info@everyonecounts.org.
Donations are also needed for items
that will be passed out among those
surveyed during the event. Donations
include: chapstick, travel-size lotion,
hand sanitizer, tissues, pairs of socks,
beanies, one-day OCTA bus passes, $5
food gift cards, and water bottles.
Email Getinvolved@citynet.org for
directions on where to bring donations. For more information visit
http://citynet.org/get-involved/donateitems/.

obstacles, we don’t need bureaucracy, we
don’t need roadblocks, and we don’t need
small thinking.”
Laura Karachi, a parishioner who lives
just a few blocks from St. Philip Benizi,
said “I’m at the church several nights a
week, and have seen no incidences with
the homeless who sleep there…I ask you
to vote against any municipal codes that
would restrict this effort. It’s just a drop in
a big ocean. But please, let it exist, and
continue, and grow.”
“Until there is a sufficient network of
services and appropriate housing for people who are homeless provided by our
cities, county, and regions, please do not
diminish and make more difficult what
our city churches are now successfully
doing and have done for years by passing
these amendments,” said Diane Vena.
Harry Langenbacher called the new regulations “an unfunded mandate for
[churches] to do more than they are able
to do.” He suggested that the city help
interested churches implement the new
requirements.
Although the vast majority of speakers
were against the proposed ordinance, several residents were for some restrictions.
Anita Adriano said that there are many
within the neighborhood who are
opposed to what St. Philips’s has been
doing—allowing homeless people to sleep
on their grounds overnight. “I urge our
churches to continue to provide appropriate shelter, even St. Philips to provide
appropriate shelter,” she said.
The father of a girl who earlier this year
was traumatized when a homeless man
entered her home near EV Free church,
said that a high percentage of calls to the
police are homeless-related. He said, “I
think we should definitely help the homeless” but added that “I’m going to do what
I can to protect my family. I want to do
what I can to protect my community. We
need to take positive steps in that direction.”

A Safe Homeless
Parking Program?
Several parishioners of St. Philip Benizi
church, along with regional homeless
advocates, argued against the new regulations and advocated for a “safe parking”
program, which would allow people living
in their cars to safely park on church lots
overnight, without fear of tickets or towing.
An employee of the Illumination
Foundation, a homeless services non-profit in Orange County, described the “safe
parking” program they are considering at
St. Philips—which would provide a safe
place for 20 people living in their vehicles
to park overnight—this program would
provide access to restrooms, security, and
case management.
People living in their cars, one of the
fastest-growing demographics of homelessness, often consist of families, the elderly, and the working poor.
Many cities in California have already
successfully created “safe parking” programs, including Santa Barbara, San
Diego, Santa Rosa, and Los Angeles.
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Jessica Concho, 24-year resident of
Fullerton, said, “I’m here to advocate for
my friends, my co-workers, classmates
who have lived in their cars and received
food benefits because the rent is too high.
Fullerton needs to lead the way by supporting this safe parking proposal so we
can help rehabilitate the homeless children, mothers, fathers, students, unemployed, veterans, and more.”
A 32-year resident of Fullerton, and an
outreach coordinator for St. Vincent De
Paul (catholic charity) at St. Juliana’s
parish, spoke in favor of the “safe parking”
program: “I have assisted many women
with children living in cars. Most of these
women were working.”
City Manager Ken Domer said that the
new regulations do not address a “safe
parking” program. “We’re more than
happy to work with St. Philips on the safe
parking,” said Domer, “That’s a program
that is best brought back through a conditional use permit.”

Council Weighs In
Councilmember Fitzgerald, who voted
for the new regulations, said “we need to
do whatever we can to take care of all our
neighbors, and that includes the people
who are not homeless, who have homes in
our city. What you are doing on your
church property is not permitted in the
city of Fullerton,” she said to Father
Dennis Kriz and the folks from St. Philip
Benizi church.
Mayor Chaffee, who voted for the new
regulations, said, “There’s a community
around there [St. Phillip Benizi], I’ve
heard from them, and they are opposed.
It’s unfortunate.”
Mayor Protem Sebourn, who voted for
the regulations, said, “I don’t necessarily
have a problem with this. I think it’s
something that certainly the residents
would like to see implemented as just an
opportunity for some checks and balances.”
Councilmember Silva, who voted
against the ordinance, said he wanted
more information about how the city
would implement the new regulations.
“I don’t want to restrict some of these
churches trying to alleviate some of these
people from sleeping outside,” said Silva,
“I want to see if we can work with them
without putting out these restrictions, and
see if they can accomplish what we want
them to accomplish—provide security, to
have restrooms for them, to see if we can
get some on-site management out there to
connect these people to services.”
Councilmember Whitaker, who voted
against the regulations, commended the
churches for their compassion, and the
ability “to fill the breach of a problem
that’s been relatively unmanageable in the
city.” He agreed with Councilmember
Silva to continue the item to a later date,
to get more information.
Councilmember Silva suggested continuing the item “until we have the funding
sources available to help the churches to
do this, because if we can’t help them, and
they can’t fund this, then we’re impeding
them.”

Grand Jury Deadline Coming Up
The OC Superior Court has launched its annual Grand Jury recruitment drive.
Applications may be submitted now through January 15, 2019 to serve on the
next Grand Jury. Citizens serving on the Grand Jury ensure that the performance
of county, city, and other local agencies is proper and ethical. The Grand Jury
responds to citizen complaints about local government agencies, issues indictments for serious crimes, and makes sure tax dollars are spent wisely.
To qualify for the position you must be an OC resident, US citizen, 18 or older,
with sound judgement and know English. Nineteen jurors will be selected from
those applying and take the oath of office to serve for a one year term beginning
June 28, 2019. Application and information is available at www.ocgrandjury.org.
You can also call the Grand Jury Hotline at (657) 622-6747.
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NOV 2018 ELECTIONS: WHO WON?

The OC Registrar of Voters certified the results of the November 6, 2018 election on
November 30 (visit www.ocvote.com/results/detailed-data-and-reports). In OC there are
1,558,988 registered voters (1,106,146 (71%) voted in this election).
Check the California Secretary of State website at www.sos.ca.gov for the final
statewide results which are expected to be certified by or before December 14. As of
November 30 there were 383,686 ballots left to count statewide.

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL

STATE OFFICES

DISTRICT 3 Jesus Silva 4,066

DISTRICT 65 ASSEMBLYMEMBER

Greg Sebourn: 2,820
Nickolas Wildstar: 712

DISTRICT 5 Ahmad Zahra 2,123
Vicki Calhoun 1,829;
Johnny Ybarra 1,332; P. Chaffee 734;
Sabrina Narain 387

FULLERTON ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DISTRICT
AREA 3 Beverly Berryman 5,043
Jennifer Harris 3,808

AREA 4 Janny Catlin Meyer 4,139

Sharon Quirk-Silva 74,636
Alexandria Coronado 55,953

STATE SUPERINTENDENT
OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
Tony Thurmond
CA: 5,281,345 (OC: 391,493)
Tuck CA: 5,106,580 (OC: 520,455)

GOVERNOR Gavin Newsom
CA: 7,560,970 (OC: 543,047)
John Cox: CA:4,663,268 (OC:539,951)
LT, GOVERNOR Eleni Kounalakis

Shana Charles 3,749

CA: 5,794,072 (OC : 463,979)
Hernandez: CA:4,457,270 (OC:402,733)

FULLERTON HIGH DISTRICT

SECRETARY OF STATE Alex Padilla

AREA 1 Regina Cuadra 4,287
Chester Jeng 4,153

AREA 4 Lauren Klatzker 5,413
Chris Thompson 4,738;
Mike Oates 4,224; Nathan Vestri 572

AREA 5 Marilyn Buchi 9,697
Bridget Vornholt 4,148

COUNTY OF ORANGE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS D- 4
Doug Chaffee 76,859
Tim Shaw 75,537

DISTRICT ATTORNEY
Todd Spitzer 484,830
Tony Rackauckas 425,764

SHERIFF-CORONER
Don Barnes 508,787
Duke Nguyen 430,353

U.S. CONGRESS
US SENATOR
Diane Feinstein CA: 5,910,320
(OC: 501,678)
Kevin De León CA: 4,997,021
(OC: 420,814)

D-39 REPRESENTATIVE
Gil Cisneros: District: 125,901
(OC: 78,059)
Young Kim: District: 118,302
(OC: 80,123)

CA: 7,743,881 (OC:556,611)
Mark Meuser: CA: 4,292,275
(OC: 507,861)
ATTORNEY GENERAL Xavier Becerra:
CA: 7,627,439 (OC: 550,097)
Bailey: CA:4,393,627 (OC: 514,686)

CONTROLLER Betty T. Yee
CA: 7,847,734 (OC: 561,245)
Konstantinos Roditis
CA: 4,160,221 (OC: 499,228)
TREASURER Fiona Ma
CA: 7,622,004 (OC: 549,402)
Greg Conlon:
CA: 4,306,179 (OC: 510,967)
INSURANCE COMMISSIONER
•Ricardo Lara CA: 6,053,782
(OC: 433,457)
Poizner CA: 5,424,277 (OC: 578,049)

STATEWIDE INITIATIVES
YES:
Propositions: 1 (affordable housing),
2 (mentally ill housing bond),
4 (children’s hospitals).
7 Daylight Savings), 11 (ambulance
employees work through breaks),
and 12 (farm animal regulations)
NO:
Props 3 (water quality & supply),
5 property transfer), 6 (eliminate gas tax
& road repair), 8 (cap dialysis cost to
patients), and 10 (rent control)

COALITION FOR HUMANE IMMIGRANT RIGHTS
REQUESTS MORE AGENTS AT BORDER
The Coalition for Humane
Immigrant Rights (CHIRLA), the
largest immigrant rights organization
in California, condemned in the
strongest possible terms the U.S. government and Customs and Border
Patrol (CPB) for its use of tear gas
against women and children at the
U.S./Mexico border on Sunday,
November 25.
Angelica Salas, executive director of
CHIRLA, said
"It is a despicable act on the part of
the Trump Administration and
California Border Patrol officials to
attack defenseless women and children
firing tear gas, a chemical agent, at
them. These are human beings who are
reaching a point of desperation because

their asylum claims are being processed
at a snail's pace or not at all.
The U.S. is a powerful country, one
of the wealthiest on the planet, and it is
inconceivable
for
the Trump
Administration,
Department
of
Homeland Security, and CBP not to
have the resources to send more asylum
officers to increase the processing of
these applications. Migrants at Points
of Entry are reporting that only a handful of migrants a day are being allowed
to file their asylum claims.
In the name of justice, human rights,
and everything good that this nation
represents, the U.S. must stop the
repression of desperate human beings
and act with compassion, kindness, and
in accordance with international laws."
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Water Rate Committee Report
by Jane Rands

new director can be hired. Recently key
engineering staff, including Public Works
The Water Rate Study Ad Hoc Director Don Hoppe, have also left the
Committee is meeting Wednesday city making it difficult to plan and coorDecember 5 at 7pm at the Fullerton dinate projects.
Library Conference Center, 353 W.
The 2018 Water Ad Hoc Committee
Commonwealth, where consultants Mark has been working with the consultants
Hildebrand and Benjamin Stewart will and staff to identify a feasible plan to sufpresent the committee’s recommendations ficiently fund infrastructure and maintefor public comment. The six-member nance needs while learning from flawed
committee has met six times since August assumptions in the last plan. Moreover,
to vet water rate increase scenarios pro- the proposed revisions to the fixed water
posed by the Stantec Consultants for rec- meter charges and tiered water rate adjustommendation to the City Council.
ments with automatic “pass-through”
The last time the City Council OCWD and MWD water rate increases
approved water rate changes was in July will better comply with Proposition 218
2014 when David Schickling was the requirements that charges not exceed the
Water System Director. It included five cost of providing service.
annual increases. The last increase went
Water meter charges do not change
into effect on July 1, 2018.
when water consumption
According to the table of reschanges.
Therefore, to staThe Committee
idential rate changes since
bilize revenue, a greater
1979 on the City website, the has been working portion of a rate payer’s bill
impact to rate payers over the
on a feasible
is proposed to be shifted
last five years in total has
from water usage rates to
plan to fund
been that the cost per one
the fixed water meter
infrastructure
thousand gallons of water has
charge with the bulk of the
increased by $0.42 and the and maintenance fixed meter charge increaswater meter charge by about
needs while
es proposed for the larger
$10.
meter sizes, more in line
learning from
The three councilmembers
with industry standards.
mistakes of
who had approved the 2014
Low water users will see
the past.
increases intended for the
an offset to the increased
city to be able to step up
meter charge with the prowater mainline replacement
posed reduction to the
from one mile to six miles per year. Over lowest tier water rate, priced according to
the last five years of increases, however, the less expensive water pumped by the
the City has not replaced more than two City. Water users who reach the second
miles in any single year for several reasons. tier would be charged at a rate commenWhile the price of water charged to surate with the higher MWD water purusers was going up, water users were using chase rate. Those who reach the third-tier
less water, resulting in less revenue. “Pass- water usage rate would be charged that
through” water rate increases from portion of their usage based on the cost of
OCWD and MWD and other inflation- water conservation improvements.
ary costs, such as electricity, salaries and
The Ad Hoc is also recommending a set
benefits also absorbed a portion of the of water rate increases for each July begingains.
ning with thirteen percent in 2019 and
In April 2015 the state implemented again in 2020, then ten percent in 2021
severe water restrictions that further and 2022, and ending with four percent
reduced revenues. Without knowing in 2023. By the fifth year, the increases are
when the restriction would end or projected to fund nine miles of water
whether they might be tightened, revenue mainlines per year as well as the first five
was held in water fund reserves, according years of the critical projects identified by
to the former Water System Director Hye the former Water System Manager or the
Jin Lee. Though water mainlines were not projects identified by the updated Water
replaced as expected, those reserves are Master Plan that is yet to be completed.
still available and included in the pro- The rate increases will also cover a thirtyposed budget scenario to kick-start some year payback of $5 million in bond sales
of the crucial infrastructure needs dis- to complete two new deeper water procussed in the Early November issue of the duction wells.
Observer such as wells and pump upgrades
As this process moves forward the City
to maximize the amount of less expensive Council will need to schedule a public
groundwater that Fullerton can pump.
hearing by late May to facilitate the proAn additional factor affecting the city’s posed increases by July 2019. There will
ability to execute water projects has been be public notices mailed to each rate payer
the instability of staffing. Over the last as required by Prop 218. In the meantime,
five years the city has had two city man- the committee needs input to know
agers and one interim. But more impor- whether their conclusions thus far are in
tantly, the city has also had two different line with the community’s vision before
Water Directors and two interim direc- the committee’s recommendations go to
tors. The current interim director, Bob the City Council.
McVicker, is consulting part-time until a

CORRECTIONS:
VOCS ARE DENSER THAN WATER
(Mid-Nov Observer frontpage “EPA on
Fullerton Water Supply, Protection and
Cleanup” by Matt Leslie)
“Thank you for your attendance at the
November 14th community meeting. The
article about it that appeared in the
Fullerton Observer is very informative.
I would like to bring one item to your
attention. Dave Mark is incorrectly cited
as saying the VOCs are less dense than
water. He mentioned gasoline is less
dense, but the VOCs are denser than
water.

The article correctly stated that we are
addressing the dissolved VOCs though.
Thank you again and I appreciate the
opportunity to bring this item to your
attention. If you are interested and have
time, we would welcome the opportunity
to talk with you about this important
project.” -OCWD Staff
Thank you for the correction. I also
made an error in describing the purpose
of the OCWD wells. They are extraction
wells dug to test for contamination not
new drinking water wells. -Matt Leslie
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
by Jesse La Tour

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video
of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast
at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

November 20th City Council Meeting
(Next meeting Tuesday, December 4 at 6:30pm.
Come see your local government in action!)

Closed Session
Before every public Fullerton City
Council meeting, there is a “closed session” in which council meets with parties
outside view of the public. During this
week’s closed session, council met with
local public employee unions (fire, police)
to negotiate salaries, benefits, and work-

ing conditions. Council also met with
legal council to discuss four lawsuits
against the city, including Bradley v. City
of Fullerton, Air Combat USA v. City of
Fullerton, and Wagner et al v. City of
Fullerton.
Council also discussed the possible discipline/dismissal/release of an unnamed
city employee.

An “Upscale” Hotel at the
Transportation Center?
Jane Sylvester expressed concern over
Council voted against entering into an
“Exclusive Negotiating Agreement” the loss of parking, should a new hotel be
(ENA) with developer Allen Christopher built on the busy parking lot.
Jane Rands said it wasn’t fair to the
Corporation (dba Parkwest General
Contractors and Westpark Investments, incoming District 5 Councilmember
LLC) to develop an upscale boutique Ahmad Zahra to approve a potential projhotel on a 2.05-acre city-owned parcel of ect in his district right before he got into
land located in the Fullerton office.
Councilmembers Silva, Whitaker, and
Transportation Center at the southeast
corner of East Santa Fe Avenue and South Mayor Protem Sebourn voted against the
proposal, largely because they felt the city
Pomona.
The property, which is currently a park- should open up the process by putting out
ing lot, is zoned for future development as a “Request for Proposals.”
“I think a little competition makes for a
part of the Fullerton Transportation
better product,” said Silva.
Center Specific Plan. For the
Sebourn agreed: “I
past several years, the developDespite failing
think it’s the right thing to
er JMI Realty had an ENA
do as a public agency to
with the city to develop the
on a 3-2 vote,
have fair and competitive
area, however that agreement
Mayor Chaffee
bid and proposal processhas expired. The request for
later requested
es.” He also agreed with
the ENA by the Allen
the item, in its
Jane Rands that the item
Christopher Corporation was
should be moved to after
not solicited by the city.
exact form, be
the
new council is seated.
During public comment,
brought back for
Whitaker voted against
local resident and transportare-consideration the proposal because he
tion advocate Jane Reifer said
at the Dec. 4th
said he “tends to favor
she liked the idea of a hotel
near the train station, but
council meeting. competitive processes.”
Councilmember
noted that an earlier design
Fitzgerald, who voted to
incorporated a bus station.
“We have to remember that this is a approve the ENA, said, “Many in this
transportation center, so any hotel must community have longed for a boutique
not block the free flow of the multi-modal hotel. We’ve dreamed about a boutique
transportation needs of that center,” said hotel in the transportation center…So I
Reifer. She also expressed concern that the look forward to the next year working
city did not put out a “request for propos- with you [the developer] to see if we can
al” so multiple developers would have the make a go of it. I think it would be just a
gem for our community.”
chance to compete for a contract.
Mayor Chaffee, who also voted to
Michael Waldo, a resident of Fullerton
who works with hotel developers, echoed approve the ENA, said that he’s been trying to get a hotel built there for about 20
this concern.
“There’s hints of cronyism because I years, “So I’m so delighted to see a local
believe it is simply wrong for the council person come forward with a hotel proposto approve an unsolicited exclusive nego- al.”
Despite the fact that the item failed 3-2,
tiating agreement,” said Waldo, “open this
process up so that the local development Mayor Chaffee has since requested that
community, and the hospitality sector the item be brought back at the December
specifically, has the chance to participate 4th Council meeting, in its exact form, for
re-consideration.
fairly in this process.”

Agenda Forecast
•Dec. 4: Confirmation of the Nov. 6
vote and seating of new councilmembers;
Council selection of new Mayor and
Mayor Protem, Presentation of Fire Chief
Wolfgang Knabe retirement; Personnel
management system changes; Measure
M2 expenditure report; Group Insurance
contract renewals, Reconsideration of
exclusive development agreement with the
Allen Christopher Corporation for hotel

at the Transportation Center.
•Dec. 18: Designation as a Recycling
Market Development Zone; Verizon Cell
Tower at 2470 W. Pioneer; Community
Facilities District special tax bond annual
accountability report; Comprehensive
annual Financial report for FY ended June
30, 2018; Review City Council Rules of
Procedure; Legislative Lobbying Update.
See full agendas Fridays before the meeting at www.cityoffullerton.com.
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Bob Dunn Appointed Interim Chief of Police
Council voted 5-0 to appoint Robert Chiefs Sellers, Hughes, and now
“Bob” Dunn to serve as Interim Chief of Hendricks.
“If you do something that’s egregiously
Police. The compensation package for the
balance of the fiscal year 2018-19 is esti- a problem, why can’t council and staff say
mated at $235,000. The agreement is for anything to the public? We’re the ones
who pay the salaries of
one year.
everyone in this room.
The position of Chief of
Why can’t we know what
Police for the City of
happened?” he asked.
Fullerton became vacant on
Councilmember
November 3, following the
Whitaker agreed with
of
Chief
resignation
Ferguson, and made a
Hendricks.
motion to remove the
During public comment,
“n o n - d i s p a r a g e m e n t ”
resident Joshua Ferguson
clause of the agreement.
expressed concern about the
City Manager Domer
“non-disparagement” clause
said the he had spoken to
of the agreement, which says
Dunn about removing that
that nobody on council, staff,
clause, and Dunn had
or the city manager can say
anything about the person New Interim Police Chief agreed.
Bob Dunn
Thus, the item passed,
when they leave, even if
without that clause.
they’re fired without consent or cause.
Councilmember Fitzgerald added,
“That’s a problem for me because two
of our last three chiefs left under question- “Having been on council for six years, I’ve
able terms,” said Ferguson, who discussed never experienced higher morale in the
the problematic departures of former police department than exists now.”

Woodcrest Park Improvement Update
Council voted 5-0 to award a construction contract to FS Contractors, Inc. in
the amount of $1,660,000 for the
Park
Renovation
Woodcrest
Improvements Project.
Funding for this project is from the
Park Dwelling Fund, Land and Water
Grant, and Measure M2 Fund.
The scope of work for this project is the
third and final phase of the park renovation improvements to the existing park
site. This work involves demolition of
existing restroom building, tot lot, select
walkways, picnic tables and planters.
Work will also include construction of a
new restroom building, exercise area, children’s play areas, basketball court, bench-

es, picnic tables, shade structures, barbecues, planters, urban street scene, fencing,
walkways, landscaping, irrigation, and
appropriate walk way and safety lighting.
Phase I of the project occurred in May
2018 and involved reconstruction of the
parking lot fronting the park, adjacent to
Orangethorpe Avenue. Phase II of the
project rehabilitated turf, irrigation, and
the baseball diamond adjacent to
Woodcrest Elementary School to allow
use by the students during construction of
the Phase III improvements.
Phase III will complete the remainder of
the park improvements. The project is
anticipated to start in January 2019 and
be completed in the summer of 2019.

Concern About Upcoming Council Vacancy
Starting in January, there will be a
vacancy on Fullerton City Council, as
Councilmember Sebourn will be termed
out. At the last meeting, Council voted to
give themselves two options for filling this
vacancy: an appointment or a special election.
During public comments, Diane Vena
urged council to hold a special election
and not appoint someone.
“I take my voting rights very seriously
and I am very disappointed that I have to
fight for them in this situation,” said
Vena, “I am also very disappointed and
upset that Fullerton voters will have to
fight for their right to vote whenever this
occurs in the future (if this passes).” (see
related item on page 17).

Harry Langenbacher also urged council
to hold a special election, and to not make
an appointment.
“I understand that it will cost money to
have a special election, but if we can’t
afford to have an election, we can’t afford
to have a democracy,” said Langenbacher.
This item will likely come before council early next year.

Hunt Library
Designated as a Local
Historical Landmark
Council voted unanimously to accept
the designation of the Hunt Library as a
Local Historic Landmark. (see article on
page 5)
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Hunt Branch Library Receives
Local Landmark Status by Matt Leslie
The Fullerton City Council officially style employed by Pereira in his later
added the Hunt Branch Library located at works, some of which, like San Francisco’s
201 S. Basque Ave., to the list of the city’s Transamerica building and UC San
Diego’s Geisel Library were also shown in
Local Landmarks on November 20.
The designation is meant both to recog- the presentation.
The City of Fullerton owns the Hunt
nize significant structures in the city and
to prevent them from being inappropri- Branch Library and surrounding grounds,
ately remodeled or destroyed. The addi- although the building is currently leased
out to Grace Ministries
tion to the list was unanimously
(GMI), which in
recommended by the Fullerton
The Hunt International
2000 purchased the adjacent
Planning Commission at the
was designed property that once served as
October 24 meeting.
Joan Wolff of the Community
by famous the headquarters of Hunt
/ConAgra.
The
Wesson
Department
Development
architect
library’s architecture echoes
made the presentation: “This
William
that of the GMI-owned four
designation is given to a buildstory office building, also
ing, structure or a natural or
Pereira.
designed by William Pereira.
manmade feature having a hisTogether, the two structures
toric character or historic, cultural, architectural or aesthetic value with and the surrounding park were conceived
respect to the heritage of Fullerton, which as a unified campus by Mr. Pereira and his
merits preservation, restoration and/or client, Norton Simon, although GMI has
since added other large buildings to it.
protection.”
The report cited three of the ten crite- Norton Simon commissioned the Hunt
ria under which buildings can be desig- Branch as gift to the city in 1962, but the
nated Local Landmarks, including its sig- Fullerton City Council has not allocated
nificant style and outstanding design, as the necessary funds to operate it as a
well as the importance and influence of its library branch since 2013.
No members of the council had any
architect, William Pereira. The presentation included images of the library dating questions for Ms. Wolff. Public comments
to 1963, just a year after it opened, along began with Bob Linnell, representing
with contemporary views, noting that the Fullerton Heritage, which had submitted
building looked very much the same as it the lengthy, well-researched application to
did over half a century ago. Ms. Wolff the city. Mr. Linnell thanked the staff for
described the Hunt’s style as the presentation and noted that Fullerton
International, although its roofline incor- Heritage has also submitted an applicaporates elements of the more Brutalist tion to California’s State Historical

Resources Commission “requesting that
the Hunt Library and the former Hunt
Administration Building and the surrounding campus be listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.” The
application is expected to be heard by the
state panel in February next year, and the
state’s recommendation passed to the federal government in early summer for a
final decision. Noting that a Landmark
status adopted by the city was important
to the National Register decision, Linnell
nonetheless observed that it would be
Fullerton’s Local Landmark designation
itself that would “better protect the building from any future threat of demolition
or mistreatment or some compromise of
the building’s architecture.”
Jane Reifer expressed the community
group Save The Hunt’s support for listing
the property as a Landmark, and thanked

Fullerton Heritage for their years-long
effort to that end. Fullerton Heritage’s
application to the National Register
includes all of the original Hunt Library
and Office Building campus, but City
Council changes to the Local Landmark
process made within the last two years
now make it more difficult to list privately held properties without the cooperation
of owners, so only the city-owned Hunt
Library was included in the local application.
Councilmember Greg Sebourn called it
“an honor” to move the item. Mayor
Chaffee, who has in the recent past supported selling the building, called the
Hunt an “architectural gem” before voting along with the other four members of
the council to unanimously designate it as
Fullerton’s most recent addition to its list
of Local Landmarks.

The Mission Inn Connection
by Terry Galvin www.FullertonHeritage.org
While thousands of Fullerton residents
have visited Riverside’s remarkable
Mission Inn, very few realize that the
builder responsible for supervising the
majority of the Inn’s construction also
designed Fullerton’s historic city hall.
Architect G. Stanley Wilson was selected
by the Fullerton City Council in 1933
because of the Mission Inn’s fame and
popularity. Wilson’s work was wellknown throughout Southern California,
and the councilmen wanted the new city
hall, Fullerton’s first municipal office
building, to attract as much architectural
attention as possible.
By the 1930s, Wilson had established
himself as one of the premier exponents of
Spanish architectural styles, and he was a
natural choice as the architect for the
Fullerton City Hall, which now serves as
the city’s police department. Wilson’s
mastery of Mission and Spanish Colonial

Revival styles was remarkable since he had
no formal architectural training. He was
born in Bournemouth, England in 1879
and immigrated with his parents and five
siblings to Riverside in 1896, where he
lived the rest of his life. In 1901, Wilson
began work as a carpenter, but as early as
1903 Wilson was working independently,
building a number of small houses.
The most renowned of G. Stanley
Wilson’s works are his various projects
from 1909 to 1944 for Riverside’s famed
Mission Inn. In 1909, Wilson began to
work closely with the Inn’s flamboyant
owner Frank A. Miller (1857-1935) on
small additions and changes to the building, which eventually became the largest
Mission Revival building in California.
Wilson, working under Pasadena architect
Myron Hunt (1868-1952), was superintendent of construction on the Inn’s
Spanish wing, when the Spanish dining

Former City Hall. - PHOTO COURTESY OF FULLERTON LIBRARY HISTORY ROOM
room, large kitchen, Spanish Art Gallery building contracts, but G. Stanley Wilson
and its upper rooms were constructed in was responsible for coordinating all
1913 and 1914. In 1929, Wilson aspects of the project, including commisdesigned his recognized masterpiece— the sioning Helen Lundeberg (1908-1999),
five-story addition at the northwest corner one of the leading female artists of the
of the block, facing Sixth Street and Main American West, to paint the three- panStreet—completed in 1931. The wing eled murals in the former city council
included the International
chambers. Wilson made two
Rotunda, the Saint Francis
major changes to the original
Chapel, the Saint Francis
Fullerton City plans—the addition of the
Atrium, and the Galleria.
sunken court and the assemHall (now the
After completion, Wilson
bly hall—but the 1933 plans
Police Station) remained largely unchanged.
moved his offices into the
International
Rotunda,
The Fullerton City Council
was designed
which features a remarkable
was
so impressed with
by the same
open-air five-story spiral
Wilson’s architectural and
architect
staircase.
administrative skills that he
Wilson was at his artistic
was asked on June 3,1947 to
who helped
peak in the 1920s and
prepare
preliminary plans for
build the
1930s, and the Fullerton
a proposed World War II
Mission Inn.
City Hall reflects the grace,
memorial to include a recreharmony, and balance that
ation building, armory, and
his buildings had during this
swimming pool, but the projperiod. He frequently used many of the ect was never completed.
same types of materials on his buildings,
The Lundeberg murals were painted
and the yellow, white, and blue ceramic over when the building was converted for
tiles that decorate both the interior and the Police Department. Restoration of
exterior of the Fullerton City Hall were the murals became a focal project of the
also used by Wilson to embellish the City’s Centennial celebration in 1987.
Armistad (friendship) dome of the The building was designated as a Local
Mission Inn’s International Rotunda. Landmark and was placed on the
Throughout the City Hall’s construction, National Register of Historic Places in
the Fullerton City Council approved 2003.
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Fullerton Photo Quiz

NEW IN TOWN
PICKLED MONK
Driving by, we noticed the lights were
on inside more than once but missed the
‘soft openings’ so we were not going to
miss the official Grand Opening of
Pickled Monk at 101 N Harbor on
November 27th. Good to see the emphasis on friendly service and “engaging with
our guests.” Dining out is always supposed to be an adventure in food and
drinks, but what puts a place over the top
is often the service, the way one is treated
and the atmosphere that is created.
They have what is called shareable crafted cuisine that, lucky for me, included a
good number of non-meat items along
with hamburgers, chicken, bratwurst, and
fish entrees.
Of course there are pickled items like
eggs and vegetables, plus grilled vegetables, salads, and a nice lineup of shareable
sides.
Also of interest is their emphasis on selfpouring choices of wine and beer. Sample
whatever you like, have a glass or half
glass, no standing and staring at a huge
menu on the wall or waiting for others to
decide what to try. This twist on a gastropub allows you choose your food and
then, with assistance if you want, pair it
with beverages that you pour yourself. It
works.

QUESTION:
Where in Downtown Fullerton
is this (pictured above)?
Pickled Monk Opening: Co-owners Sri Divel and Tim McCune,
and General Manager Chelsea Coltman.
Below: Tanner, in from Florida, celebrates his 27th B-day with dad Todd and mom Kim
at the opening - which was also a benefit for our local Boys & Girls Club

Send your answer to Mike at
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

ANSWER TO LAST ISSUE’S
PHOTO QUESTION
Where is this Fullerton landmark
pictured above located?.

FULLERTON HONORS
BANNERS
All of you have seen the banners up and
down Commonwealth Avenue from
Harbor to Euclid. In 2012 many began
asking why we did not have banners in
Fullerton to honor those who served,
since many other cities had been doing
that.
We had hundreds of We Love Fullerton
banners all over town so suddenly I
became “the banner guy” and began the
process of designing and printing our
Honors banners. We included a number
of Police Officers and Firefighters who
lost their lives and also expanded the idea
to include anyone who served our country, in any era, whether they gave their
lives or not. Here are the requirements.
“Men and women who are currently
serving in the armed forces, plus those
who have served in the past are eligible.
We have also honored those who have
given their lives while serving as police
officers and firefighters.”
Most of the banners currently flying are
weathered and damaged. We have had to
remove some recently due to heavy damage caused by strong winds. If you are a
current sponsor please contact me to
determine whether or not you choose to
have a new one printed and installed. If
you want to honor someone new please
contact me as well. A number of you have

A: The dairy is on Orangethorpe at Ray
Avenue, near Highland. Lots of incorrect
answers this time! Most thought it was on
Raymond Avenue (close!).

The Santa Clause

MUSEUM CENTER

already done so, and we need to gauge the
interest to see if we can replace all or most
of them and add new ones.
Please contact me soon at:
allmedia@sbcglobal.net

Speaking of banners, have you seen the
new banners on Harbor announcing the
Shopping Soiree at the Museum gift shop
on Friday, December 7th? Drinks, snacks,
treats, free gift-wrapping and 20% off
(members get 30% off ). Winter Market
took place on Saturday, December 1st
before this issue went out (see Santa photo
at right from last year). Lots of fun and a
good reminder to shop Fullerton First!

The City of Fullerton Parks & Rec
Department has a direct line to Santa.
Those interested may drop off letters to
Santa in special mail boxes in the lobby of
Fullerton City Hall, at the Fullerton
Public Library Children’s Section, at the
Maple Neighborhood Center, or the
lobby of the Fullerton Community
Center. If you drop off a letter and include
a self-addressed, stamped envelope, you
are guaranteed a response. Get this done
soon- the deadline is December 16th at all
locations except City Hall, which has a
deadline of December 13th. If you have
questions call (714) 738-6575.

WEEKLY SWIM LESSONS
Choose your days and times each
week. All levels and ages taught from
those who fear the water to those
looking to refine their strokes.

WINTER SESSION
Registration begins Dec. 3rd.

LEARN MORE AT www.fastswimming.net
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“GO-BETWEEN” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

Above: New employees who found jobs through the program are introduced.

New Job
Center Opens
by Jere Greene
The non-profit Chrysalis, a
major center for low-income and
homeless individuals to get training and job search assistance to
join the workforce, opened next
to Anaheim City Hall at 290 S.
Anaheim Blvd. with a ribbon
cutting. Their presence presents
another facet in the continuing
effort to alleviate the problems of
homelessness in Orange County.
The organization has helped
over 60,000 men and women
change their lives since opening
in 1984. There are also centers in
Orange, San Fernando Valley,
Santa Monica and LA.
The center offers phones and
computers to search and apply
for jobs and to communicate
with potential employers. Also
offered is one-on-one resume
writing and interview training,
bus tokens, access to business
attire, personal grooming items,
and ongoing crucial support
through job prep workshops and
individual case management.

ACROSS

Guests were taken on a tour of the computer area,
classrooms, and the business attire area.

Connect with Chrysalis by visiting the center,
or online at www.changelives.org,
or by calling (714) 204-3000.

Boys & Girls Club Toy Donation Drive
The annual Boys & Girls Club Holiday Extravaganza takes place December 8
at the B&G Main Branch located in the Fullerton Community Center, 340 W.
Commonwealth.
Every year, unwrapped toy donations from the community are gathered to distribute to the kids that need them most. Last year over 750 toys were donated
and gifted.
To participate: Host your own fundraiser at your place of business; Gather
toys at your work place; Volunteer to help out at the gifting event; Donate an
unwrapped toy ($10 value). Contact Mario Galindo at mgalindo@boysgirlsfullerton.com to donate a gift or request a donation box for your business.

1. ___ culpa
4. Suffix with bull or bear
7. Skater Babilonia
10. Brothel owner and
politician Dennis
13. 24-hr. banking convenience
14. Barking pinniped
16. Airport monitor abbr.
17. *San Fernando Valley city
with a famous Galleria
19. Dockworkers’ org.
20. Kind of package
21. Nine-digit ID
22. Consumed
24. Indigo-yielding shrubs
26. *Self-obsessed sort
29. Mythical bird
30. Communication for the deaf, abbr.
32. Laments
33. Where Denali is located
35. In favor of
DOWN
1. Maybelline’s Great Lash, for example
2. Type of alcohol
3. “Ugly Betty” actress Ferrera
4. Suffix with ideal
5. Salty septet
6. Fairy tale brother
7. Acapulco aunt
8. Thumbs-up response
9. Clothing line
10. Francois Duvalier, for example
11. New ___ Saints
12. Former French currency
15. “Cheers” actress Shelley
18. Divinity school subj.
23. Consecrate
25. Pseudonym of H. H. Munro
27. Cousin of a bassoon
28. Musical comedy actress Ethel

36. ___ and outs
37. Intermediary, and a literal hint
to the starred answers
40. UFC sport
42. Susan of “L.A. Law”
43. They tread the boards
47. They are often cited
49. ___ roll (winning)
50. 50 Cent piece
51. *___ devil (carnivorous marsupial)
53. Furious
55. Octopus college?
56. Rank for Lenny Briscoe on “L&O”
58. Envelope abbr.
59. ___ capita
60. *Polite behavior
64. Baseball stat
65. 16th century light cavalry members
66. Sally Field’s “Norma ___”
67. Retired flier
68. Capote, to friends
69. Right this minute
70. “Fresh Air” airer
31. Make blue
34. Unctuous
35. Wing it?
38. He loved Lucy
39. Super berry
40. Whiners
41. Semi-aquatic rodent
44. “Is that an erne ___?”
(awful crossword-ese clue)
45. Dilapidated structure
46. Robert Urich series “___: For Hire”
47. R.E.M.’s Michael, et al
48. Nabbed
49. Kind of band
52. Tacks on
54. Wasn’t colorfast
57. Tropical tuber
61. “Days of ___ Lives”
62. The Buckeyes, briefly
63. Australian state, abbr.

Come check
out our

CAPRI SHOES
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Techtacular co-founder
Shivana Anand

TECHTACULAR: High school student founders of Techtacular, a company that helps kids learn about coding, are sisters Shivana (at
far left) and Sahana (at far left), with several students Faith Truong, Noah Truong, Zainab Hemani, Desmond Espiritu, and Clayland
Lee who each earned certificates of completion of Programming and Scratch Basics at the tech camp.

Techtacular: An Organization to Inspire Kids
At 16 years old, Troy High School junior Shivana Anand is no stranger to
achievement. However, her most notable
accomplishment isn't an award at all; it's
an organization. After witnessing her classmates struggle in AP Computer Science
Principles, a required class for Troy's magnet program, she realized that many of her
peers were confused after seeing the concepts of coding for the first time.
To combat this issue in the next generation, Shivana and her sister founded
Techtacular, a completely volunteer-led

organization that teaches free and handson workshops, events, and classes to make
technology accessible to kids of all backgrounds through free classes and events.
Since its inception a few months ago in
June, Techtacular has taught 10 classes and
reached over 80 elementary school students. Participants in Techtacular's events
have learned a variety of technology concepts such as app development, Scratch
programming, networking, and how the
Internet works.
To further expand this organization by

encouraging other high schoolers to get
involved and volunteer, Shivana brought it
to her school and started the Troy High
Techtacular chapter in September of this
year. To date, she has encouraged more
than 20 high school students from multiple schools to make a difference in their
communities by volunteering at
Techtacular's numerous events throughout
Orange County. There is a Techtacular
event planned for incoming Troy High
freshmen in early December. Visit techtacular.org for more information.

Besides being the co-founder of
Techtacular, Shivana has won awards at
many coding competitions, such as Troy
High's annual Winter Competition and
Cal Poly Pomona's High School
Programming Competition, where she
was the only female competitor to place
in the top ten, winning 4th place overall. She is also captain of her team for
her school's nationally acclaimed Cyber
Defense program.
Academically, she is among her
school's Top 100 students and scored a
perfect 1600 on the SAT, and is on the
Principal's Honor Roll, National Honor
Society, and is an IB full diploma candidate.
Shivana
recently
represented
California on the international stage at
the HOSA (Health Occupations
Students of America) International
Leadership Conference. She is a member of Troy's Science Olympiad team,
which holds the national record for the
most national championships.

VOLUNTEERING IN TANZANIA by Katie Kremer
I volunteered in Tanzania, Africa, over
the summer spending four weeks at the
Jitihada Children’s Center and four weeks
at Imara, a foundation that supports
women with HIV/AIDS.
I would travel an hour each way to the
Jitihada Children’s Center and back. Even
though the ride there consisted of switching to multiple dalla dallas (the local buses
in Tanzania) and being squished among
17 people in a space the size of a mini van,
I wouldn’t trade this experience for anything. The other volunteers and I would
arrive at Morombo and walk 10 minutes
to the school where we would spend
around four hours on weekdays.
The different classes were based on age
and learning ability, from age 2 all the way
to age 15. Jitihada had small classrooms
and every day was an adventure. We
assisted teachers in teaching English, grading homework, and coming up with innovative learning techniques.
The kids in my classroom had next to
nothing. Some were orphans, and some
came from underprivileged families. They
wore the same clothes most days. They
sharpened their pencils using small blades.
It was one of the hardest things to see
that they don’t have the privileges that I
had as a child. And yet, they were happy
for the luckiness of being able to attend a
school that didn’t make a dent in their
families’ incomes, to have a field of dirt in
front of the school where they could play
soccer games, and for the volunteers that
would come in and help teach them.
The travel time to the Imara
Foundation was approximately 30 minutes if taking the dalla dalla. Sometimes
the other volunteers and I would walk,
and other times I would go for a run and
get there by myself.
It’s very rare to see people running in
the area, as the Tanzanian culture is very
relaxed. When I first arrived I was told
that the local people go by what is known

as “African time,” which is essentially a
general understanding that it’s socially
acceptable to be late to meetings, events,
or work. It is so different from America
where people are always rushing to get
from one place to another.
The Imara Foundation was built to
assist women with HIV/AIDS helping
them to gain a greater perspective on spiritual and health education, and to provide
empowerment.
Imara provides a safe space for women.
There is a huge stigma around HIV/AIDS
and other diseases in general in Tanzania.
These health implications are seen as a
curse, or as a punishment, indicating you
are a bad or evil person.
About twelve women would come to
Imara where we would sit together and
talk. The other volunteers and I taught
English on Mondays, Health on Tuesdays,
and Business Marketing on Wednesdays.
Thursday was craft day.
The women put their efforts towards
making handmade items, such as bags,
clothing, and jewelry, which they sell in
the Imara Foundation shop to locals or
visitors. So on Fridays we would visit the
shop in Kilombero, to help market the
items. Learning about supply/demand,
pricing items, and fashion trends aided
the women in becoming more self-sufficient with their business.
See a glimpse into the world of volunteer experience by visiting the following
links:
The
Imara
Foundation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxfMvp
wEeXw. The Jithada Children’s Center:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFEoo6
9kHxs.
The Imara Foundation has created a
GoFundMe page in order to accept donations from around the world, which will
go towards providing the women with
food, resources, and the expensive medications they need to stay healthy. To
donate to The Imara Foundation visit:

Katie and some of the kids of the Jitihada Children’s Center
https://www.gofundme.com/imara-ministry-foundation-tanzania.
The teachers and the director of Jitihada
Children’s Center are currently working
on a project to extend the Center into a
home for orphans and street children.
They want to provide a stable, loving, and
educational environment for these children who have nowhere else to go. To
donate to The Jitihada Children’s Center,

visit: https://www.paypal.me/jihadahome.
My greatest wish in the whole world is
for these people to remain happy, and
receive the medication, education, and
love they all deserve. If you are interested
in volunteering in Tanzania, Africa, my
email is listed at the bottom of this article.
Please share the word and the love.
Katie Kremer
kkremer@carthage.edu
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Kids Rule! by Francine Vudoti © 2018
STRUGGLING TO FIND INTERESTING
BOOKS? CHECK DOWNTOWN FULLERTON
You may not believe me but I am not a covered a store called Half-Off Books,
huge fan of books. A lot of my friends Records, Films. It is located right at the
think that people who are in the business heart of our city, in downtown Fullerton
of writing love to read books. It may be on Wilshire between Harbor and Malden
true but not for me. I just think that play- Avenue, where the restaurants and shops
ing video games or outdoor sports, and are. It is quite unbelievable to see a big
even drawing or producing YouTube bookstore like this one, almost as big as
videos would be more enjoyable than Barnes & Noble.
I went straight to the kids and teen secpicking up a book and reading.
It doesn’t mean though that I don’t read tion and was blown away at the sight of
at all, because I do thanks to the 40/40 familiar books I have read and newer ones
that I know my friends are
challenge. It is an exciting way to
reading. Someone offered
get kids to read 40 books in 40
weeks from the beginning of the I went straight to assist me in finding the
school year. No doubt this chal- to the kids & book based on my criteria.
lenge is helpful due to the exciteteen section He looks like a big kid
who loves books and knows
ment it brings. Plus, books can
and was
a lot about books. In no
help improve mental stimulablown away time, he showed me a
tion, reduce stress, increase your
knowledge, expand your vocabuat the sight... bunch of books. I read a
few pages and liked them.
lary, improve your memory,
I bought three Newberry
obtain stronger analytical thinking skills, improve your focus and concen- Honor books. The good news is the books
are either half of the original price or even
tration, and much more!
That sounds amazing, but I always lower and they are still in very good conthink to myself whenever I finish a book, dition, almost new.
I'm done reading the first book and
“Where will my next book come from?
How long do I have to search to find a really liked it. I went back the following
Saturday which happened to be one of
really good book?”
I consider myself a picky reader. I like their SALE events which only happens
books that have heartwarming stories but black Friday/Saturday, President's Day,
also have plenty of suspense like the books Memorial Day and Labor Day. Can you
The Ear, The Eye, And The Arm and The imagine half-priced books on sale? That
Running Dream. I also like books that means the prices drop even lower - $3 for
provide tips on how I can become a better hardback, $2 for paperback and $1 for
person like the Seven Habits of Highly pocketbooks and children's books. I had
fun shopping. I bought 2 hardback books
Effective Teens.
Unfortunately, it is hard to find similar (The 8th Habit, from Effectiveness to
books, so it prevents me from becoming a Greatness and Dead End) and 3 paperback
bookworm. I have searched for books books (Chicken Soup for the Pre-Teen Soul,
online but I could hardly find one. I Chicken Soup for the Teen Soul, and Living
couldn’t find any more books from the the Seven Habits, the Courage to Change). I
library either. I even asked the librarian to got all these for less than $10.
Selling interesting books at half-price is
help me find books I might like. She gave
me a bunch but they turned out really not the only great feature of this bookboring. Neither would I want to spend a store. As a matter of fact, the store is so
lot of money on new books from Barnes spacious, with couches and nooks to just
& Noble because I might end up wasting hang out and read. During my visits, I
money if they turn out to be boring saw many people come and go with the
many books they bought. Kids hang out
(Sigh!!).
To be honest, I thought I was running in the kid section as they explore the
out of luck. I really struggled to find “the many books on the shelves.
Some teens love the comics section and
one” until one Saturday last month, I dis-

BALANCE & CHANGE
Learning from the Past, Living in the Present
& Planning for the Future
Learn from the past, live in the present, plan for the future. These wise
words were handed down to me by
mother, an extraordinarily wise woman.
Learn from the past. Do not forget
your past. There are many lessons that
we need to remember so that we do not
make the same mistakes, so that we can
chart a healthier life. When reviewing
our lives up to this point, it is important
to look at the choices made. Did things
work out the way that you wanted or
not so much? Look at the people that
you chose to bring in your life. Were
they helpful? Loving? Hurtful? Notice
all the lessons that you need to take
from your past in order to make your
present or future better.

Live in the present. It is all that we
have. How are you feeling now? What
do you need now? Who do you wish to
be with now? Living in the past is not
helpful. Living in the future can cause
you to carry much anxiety. But only by
living in the here and now can you be
calm and centered.
However, it is important to make
plans for the future. I know many people who forget to plan for retirement
and now have no money. If we do not
make healthy plans for the future, when
it arrives, we will not be prepared and,
therefore, probably not very happy nor
healthy. So, learn from the past, live in
the present, plan for the future. And
always enjoy the journey!

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5 www.michellegottlieb.com

Half-Off is a great downtown Fullerton bookstore!
they sing along with the music that fills
the store. I explored the store and they
have so much more in their collection
including DVDs and something called
Long Playing Albums which was how
people in the past listened to music.
I'm glad I found this store. I like how
the staff is very helpful and have actually
read many books to help kids find those
that are really interesting. If they are able
to help more kids like me, then, they will

PHOTO BY

F. BILANGEL

not only make more money but they will
inspire more kids to keep reading.
Half-Off Books, Records, Films store is
located at 141 W. Wilshire Avenue,
Fullerton, CA 92832. It is open daily at
10 a.m. and closes at 10 p.m. except on
Friday and Saturday when it closes an
hour later at 11 p.m. and Sunday when it
closes an hour earlier at 9 p.m.

Some Jokes for Fun
How does an Eskimo
stick his house together?
Answer: With Igloo!
What eight letters can you find
from water in the Atlantic Ocean?
Answer: H to 0! (H20)
What vegetable was forbidden on
the ship of Arctic explorers?
Answer: Leeks
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Hate Crimes in OC Summary by Jesse La Tour
Earlier this year, OC Human Relations
published its annual Hate Crimes Report,
which showed that Orange County experienced 56 reported hate crimes and 94
hate incidents in 2017. This shows an
overall increase since 2015, and follows a
national trend in reported hate crimes in
the US.
To compile the report, the OC Human
Relations receives reports from law
enforcement, school districts and universities, community-based organizations,
and directly from victims.
Reported crimes and incidents give a
picture of where we need to expand efforts
to combat hate, though most victims of
this kind of abuse do not report to anyone.
In California, a hate crime is defined as:
“a criminal act committed, in whole or in
part, because of one or more of the following actual or perceived characteristics of
the
victim:
Disability,
Gender,
Nationality, Race or Ethnicity, Religion,
Sexual Orientation, or association with a
person or group of persons with one or
more of the preceding actual or perceived
characteristics.” Hate crimes include vandalism, assault, criminal threats, and
aggravated assaults.
In contrast to a hate crime, a “hate incident” is behavior that is motivated by hate
or bias in the same categories but is not
criminal in nature. Typically, these behaviors are protected by the First Amendment
right to freedom of expression and include
things like bullying, name calling, and
distributing racist flyers.
Here’s some data from the report. To
read the full report, visit www.ochumanrelations.org/hatecrime.

HATE CRIMES
In 2017, 13% of the county’s reported
hate crimes targeted Muslims, the most
frequent victims. When the percentage of

Muslim and Middle Eastern targets is
combined, they equal 16% of the reported hate crimes (9 victims). This is more
than double the number of the past few
years and appears to be part of a national
increase of hate crimes targeting Muslim
and people who appear to be Middle
Eastern.
Members of the Jewish community
were the second most frequently targeted
group, being 9% of the county’s total hate
crime victims. Most of the hate crimes
against the Jewish community were vandalism that displayed the swastika symbol.
Hate crimes occurred most frequently
in public areas such as parks, shopping
centers, streets, etc. (40%), followed by
neighborhood residences (23%).
In 2017 in Orange County, the most
commonly reported hate-based criminal
offense was vandalism (34%) followed by
simple assaults (13%), criminal threats
(9%), and aggravated assaults (7%). These
four offenses comprised 63% of all reported hate crimes. 61% of the vandalismrelated crimes involved graffiti prominently displaying a swastika.
According to the report hate crimes
were most frequently motivated by the
target’s race, ethnicity and/or national origin (36% of the total); hate crime motivated by religious intolerance (25%) and
hate crimes with multiple types of motivation (18%) were the next in frequency.

HATE INCIDENTS
Schools, disturbingly, were the most
common location for hate incidents to
occur, at (23%) of reported hate incidents. The second most frequent locations
for hate incidents were in public areas
(17%).
Reports of hate incidents have increased
in the last two years with 43 reported in
2015, 72 in 2016, and 94 in 2017.
Examples of hate incidents include: A

WAR COSTS in Life & Money
IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

• 182,522 Civilians killed by violence www.iraqbodycount.org (11/16/2018)
• 4,563
US soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 12/01/2018)
• 2,415
US soldiers killed in Afghanistan (11/16/2018) www.icasualties.org
• $4.679
Trillion

Cost of wars Since 2001 www.nationalpriorities.org (12/01/2018)
(rounded down)

EVERY HOUR US taxpayers
are paying over $32 million
for total costs of war.
What Can We Do With this Money Instead?

Christian
/Catholic

Jewish

LGBTQ

What Should I do if I’m Victimized?
1. Call the police or sheriff ’s department immediately and make a report.
2. Obtain medical attention, if needed. Be sure to keep all medical documentation.
3. Leave all evidence in place. Do not touch, remove and/or clean up anything.
4. Document what happened by taking photographs of the evidence, writing down
exactly what was said, particularly any words that indicate bias, motivation, and other
information that may be valuable.
5. Get the name(s), address(es) and phone number(s) of other victims and witnesses.
6. If possible, write down a description of the perpetrator and the perpetrator’s
vehicle.
7. Report the occurrence to OC Human Relations at (714) 480-6570 or submit
a hate crime report online at: www.ochumanrelations.org/hatecrime/

What YOU Can Do to Stop Hate
•Learn to recognize hate crimes and incidents.
•Report suspected hate crimes and incidents to your local police department
and OC Human Relations.
•Maintain a respectful, inclusive climate in your school, community, neighborhood,
work, and/or business.
•Create diverse teams to encourage people to work together on common goals.
•Model respect and inclusion towards others, especially when you are around
children.
•Offer support and assist victims to let them know they are not alone.
•Speak Out against acts of prejudice, discrimination, and hate in your community.
high school coach bullied a student with
anti-Latino rhetoric, a Muslim community organization continued to receive
harassing and threatening phone calls that
featured xenophobic and Islamophobic
language, and An African American man
was approached and called the N-word
while walking on a bike path at the beach.

Programs to Help People
Understand Each Other
Orange County Human Relations provides many award-winning programs like
the Bridges Walk in My Shoes Youth
Conference, Bullying workshops, Living
Room Chat Groups, Leadership
Trainings, Mediation and more to help
people in neighborhoods, schools and
elsewhere understand each other. Visit
www.ochumanrelations.org to learn more
about the various services available.
Alison Edwards CEO of OC Human
Relations says “No community can thrive
if hate and violence are tolerated or swept
under the rug. But we know that many

people do not report hate crimes for fear
of reprisals, concern for their own privacy
and mistrust of law enforcement.
However, we urge everyone to report.
Reporting helps us understand what’s
happening in our county to better provide
support for those targeted, and educate
about ways to prevent hate crime.”
Rabbi Rick Steinberg, Chair of the
Orange County Human Relations
Commission said, “We believe that ALL
people should live free from harassment,
discrimination and violence based on
race, religion, sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender, disability or any other arbitrary
aspect of their being.
“Over the last 47 years, OC Human
Relations has helped people who have
faced prejudice, intolerance and discrimination and sought to educate all residents
about bigotry,” said Steinberg.
The data in this article is taken from
the OC Human Relations
annual Hate Crime Report which covered
the hate crimes and incidents
reported in 2017.
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PART 3: A Brief History of Mexican

Immigration to the United States
by Jesse La Tour

A few issues back, I began a series of
articles chronicling the history of Mexican
immigration to the United States, a topic
that is extremely relevant but not wellunderstood by most Americans. The basis
for these articles is the excellent book
Beyond Borders: A History of Mexican
Migration to the United States by Timothy
J. Henderson, who teaches history at
Auburn University.
In previous articles, I covered events
spanning the creation of the US-Mexico
border in 1848, through the xenophobia
of the 1920s, the mass deportations of the
1930s, the Bracero Program of the 1940s,
and more crackdowns in the 1950s with
“Operation Wetback.”
An overarching theme of Henderson’s
book is that Mexican immigration to the
US has followed a pattern of recruitment
and exclusion. When times are good,
immigrants are welcomed to the US.
When times go bad, or when there’s political turmoil, these same immigrants are
often scapegoated, excluded, and even
deported.
We continue our saga in the 1960s.

The Immigration Act of 1965
and Maquiladoras
The Bracero Program officially ended in
1964. The following year, Congress
passed the Immigration Act of 1965,
which granted “Mexico a quota of visas
that was woefully inadequate to the
demand among Mexicans desperate for
work. The outcome was a predictable
spike in the rates of undocumented immigration from Mexico, and a just as predictable rise in alarm among the American
public.”
The Immigration Act of 1965, also
known as the Hart-Cellar Act, officially
abolished the national origins quotas, substituting a worldwide limit of 290,000
immigrants per year, with a 20,000 person
limit per country. In place of race or
nationality, preference was given to professionals and people with desirable skills,
and for family reunification.
This law was championed by liberals
and president Johnson because it ended
the racist “national origins” quota system.
But it also seriously curtailed immigration
from Mexico: “Mexico in the end was
allotted precisely the same number of visas
as Uruguay, even though Uruguay is
5,000 miles from the US and has about a
30th the number of people. By drastically
reducing the possibility of legal immigration from Mexico at a time when more
and more Mexicans were desperate to find
work in the US, the 1965 law and its
1976 amendment guaranteed that the
bulk of Mexican immigrants would be
‘illegal’.”
As a result, “undocumented Mexican
immigrants were stigmatized as criminals
who could only be controlled through law
enforcement measures.”
Meanwhile in Mexico, despite these
obstacles, conditions were such that many
people still chose to migrate north:
“United States-based transnational corporations like Del Monte and AndersonClayton came to dominate many of
Mexico’s most lucrative crops, such as cotton and winter vegetables, further marginalizing smaller farmers.”
By the 1960s the distribution of wealth
in Mexico was among the most unequal in
the world: “Few Mexicans could afford to
buy the goods their country produced.”
In 1965, in an effort to court foreign

capital and address widespread unemployment along the border, the Mexican government
created
the
Border
Industrialization Program which “relaxed
Mexican laws barring wholly owned subsidiaries of foreign corporations from setting up shop in the country. US corporations located plants, known as maquiladoras, just south of the US border.”
The maquiladora sector “principally
served the interests of foreign companies
while bringing only modest benefits to the
host country.”
1968 was a pivotal year for both the
United States and Mexico. In 1968, in
California, Mexican-American labor
leader Cesar Chavez was gaining national
headlines with his efforts to form a union
for farmworkers, a struggle that would
ultimately result in the creation of the first
farm labor union in California: the
United Farm Workers.
That same year, 1968, saw massive student protests in Mexico City, which
resulted in “a series of violent crackdowns
against the movement” which culminated
on October 2 when troops and police
opened fire on a demonstration held at
the Plaza de Tlatelolco (The Tlatelolco
Massacre).”
Corruption and violent suppression of
labor and social movements would continue into the 1970s, prompting further
immigration.

The 1970s: Corruption,
Recession, and Civil Rights

Asylum Seekers line up to cross into the US to begin the process of applying for asylum
near the San Ysidro Port of Entry in Tijuana, Mexico. PHOTO BY GREGORY BULL/AP

Asylum Seekers Tear-Gassed at
California/Mexico Border
US border agents dressed in helmets
and bulletproof vests closed a major border crossing at San Ysidro for a few hours
and fired tear gas at an unarmed crowd
of several hundred asylum seekers,
including children, attempting to cross
into the US from Tijuana, Mexico on
November 25.
The smaller group of several hundred
broke off from a group of thousands
peacefully protesting the slow pace with
which the US has been processing asylum claims. Seeking asylum in the US is
not illegal and is a protected right by
both US and international law.
The immigrants, primarily women
and children traveling together for protection, are fleeing violence in their
Central American countries.
Over 5,000 immigrants, most from
Honduras, have reached Tijuana but are
facing months to years for their asylum
claims to be heard.
The number of migrants apprehended
at the southwest border was down slightly last year and remains far below the
numbers routine in the 1990s and
2000s.
The Trump/Pence Administration has

The president who ordered the
Tlatelolco Massacre, Gustavo Diaz Ordaz,
was succeeded by Luis Echeverria, who
promised democratic reforms, but this
was mostly for show: "In fact, the
Mexican government became, if anything,
more corrupt and repressive during the
1970s.”
Due to a government policy of privileging large agri-business (some of which
were US-owned), "small, rural farmers
went out of business—many fled to the
cities or the US, abandoning nearly 5 mil- with our economic prosperity."
Wayne Cornelius, a leading immigralion acres of land...Small-Scale growers of
tion
scholar, writes, “Something quite
corn, already the most marginalized of
predictable
happens in the United States
Mexicans, were hit the hardest by these
every
time
the
economy goes through diftrends: some 86 percent of
ficult
times: illegal workers
them were classified as ‘underare
rediscovered.
Politicians,
Economic
employed’ by the mid-1970s,
journalists,
organized
labor,
furnishing an enormous pool
hardship
and
other
pressure
groups
of potential migrants.”
continued to
run to blame them for all
Things weren't any better in
push
migrants
the possible or imaginary
the industrial sector: “Between
problems
that may exist in
north
through
1973 and 1977 an estimated
American
society.”
3,600 strikes and labor conthe 1970s, and
Meanwhile,
a new generaflicts were waged, which the
U.S. policies
tion
of
Mexican-Americans
government brutally suplike the
were becoming increasingly
pressed…Underlying
this
vocal and active for civil
Hart-Cellar
Act
unrest was Mexico’s downrights.
The 1960s and
ward economic spiral that has
ensured that
1970s
witnessed
the rise of
continued, with lamentably
many of these the Chicano Movement
in
few bright spots, to the presmigrants
would
America.
ent day.”
In 1971, the U.S. governbe forced to
Adding to all of this was a
ment
held a series of hearglobal economic recession of
cross illegally.
ings
on
illegal immigration,
the mid-1970s.
which
ultimately deterThus, economic hardship
mined
that
“the best way to
continued to push Mexican
fix
the
problem
was
to
impose
sanctions
migrants north throughout the 1970s;
on
the
employers
of
illegal
workers.”
however, U.S. policies (the end of the
However, congressional attempts to creBracero Program and the 1965
ate
these employer sanctions repeatedly
Immigration Act) ensured that many of
failed
as a result of the lobbying power of
these migrants would cross illegally.
big
business,
who liked cheap, undocuBy the mid-1970s Americans were once
mented
labor.
Peter Rodino introduced a
again decrying a ‘crisis’ over illegal immibill
to
do
this
in 1972, but was opposed
gration.
by
Senator
James
Eastland, who had close
President Ford said in 1976 that "the
ties
to
big
growers.
main problem is how to get rid of those 6
In 1977, president Jimmy Carter issued
to 8 million aliens who are interfering

sent 5,900 active duty US troops and
2,100 National Guard troops to the
California/Mexico border. The military,
according to Secretary of Defense James
Mattis, are not armed - countering
President Trump’s claim that he has
authorized “use of lethal force.”
This summary was written from reports
broadcast by National Public Radio.
Visit www.npr.org
for the full report and updates.
The Department of Homeland
Security internal report released in
February put the cost of the
Trump/Pence Administration’s border
wall at $21.6 billion, but according to
the Brookings Institute that may be a
major underestimate. Cost estimates fail
to add costs for legal fees, eminent
domain necessary in some areas, and
annual maintenance among many other
related consequences.
Read “The Wall: Real costs of a barrier between the United States and
Mexico” at www.brookings.edu
Even if the proposed wall only costs
$21.6 billion - couldn’t we use that
money in a better way?

his own comprehensive immigration plan,
which included employer sanctions, but it
too failed.
So Carter commissioned the Select
Commission on Immigration and
Refugee Policy (SCRIP) to study this
issue. SCRIP issued its findings in 1981
in a report entitled “US Immigration and
the National Interest” which argued that
“illegal immigration created a population
of vulnerable people with no rights or
protections, undercutting the principle
that all who live and work in the United
States, regardless of ethnicity, should have
fundamental rights.” This report would
affect immigration policy in the 1980s.
Stay tuned for Part 4 in which we’ll learn
about President Ronald Reagan’s massive
amnesty program, under which over
3 million undocumented immigrants
became citizens!

ELECTRIC CAR
CHARGING STATIONS
Installation & Upgrades

714-234-3370
Guy Sanderson,
Electrical Contractor
Est. Fullerton 1986

CSLB #547196
Licensed, Insured, Bonded
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Nick, one of our guides shows off the strange bloom.
At Right: The beautiful stream running through the bamboo forest.

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2018
bamboo. “The record for bamboo growth
is 39 inches in a 24-hour period,” said
Nick. “There are two kinds of bamboo:
the running kind and the clumping kind.
So, if you ever do get bamboo, make sure
historic hill, where the Ginko biloba was to buy the clumping kind because they
planted. In 1859, Charles Darwin called will pretty much stay in one place, while
it “a living fossil.” I learned that the Ginko the running will grow everywhere.” The
biloba we have today is the only survivor stream running underneath a wooden
of a family that is 270 million years old bridge and behind the bamboo uses recirand once had as many as eleven species.
culated water, which eventually circles
Next, we walked to a deciduous forest, back around to the waterfall at the
where the trees were just starting to entrance to the arboretum.
change to autumn colors.
I soon found myself standing underFran said, “Here, we have trees that are neath a redwood, one of the tallest trees
members of the angiosperm, which means on Earth and native to Northern
flowering plant, as opposed
California. “These can
to gymnosperms, like the
grow up to 370 feet
conifers behind us. So these
tall,” said Fran. “You’ll
Fun for the entire notice that some of the
are the trees that have regular
leaves, flowers and fruits for
family, the free
redwoods have burls and
the most part.” The red, yel- guided public tours it’s a point in which
low, orange and autumn
insects or disease have
hued leaves made for some are held the second caused the tree to form a
and forth Saturday protective layer. It’s a
excellent photos and looked
as if they belonged on the
of each month
way in which redwoods
East Coast. “As you know,
reproduce.”
at 10am.
they are starting to drop their
The redwoods growleaves in the fall and the early
ing alongside the stream
winter. Why are they dropseemed to be doing betping their leaves? They’re saving energy. ter than the ones growing on the drier
What happens is that a combination of ground. I learned that the tallest redwood
cool temperatures in the fall and the trees in the world have some of the smallreduced amount of sunlight that we have est cones. The giant redwoods actually
triggers the tree to begin to drop the leaf.” create a microclimate that is about 10
Stepping closer to the trees, I was degrees cooler than standing out in the
reminded of a biology class I took a cou- full sun.
ple of years ago. “You know, plants and
Past a pond with bluegill and catfish, we
trees are vital to all life on Earth with their walked by some cycads. Like redwoods,
ability to recycle carbon, to sequester car- cycads are conifers, even though they look
bon to produce oxygen through photo- more like miniature palms. At the center
synthesis,” said Fran. “Photosynthesis is of the plant, there is a large cone-like
the pigment chlorophyll, carbon dioxide, structure. Inside these cones grow the
and water transpiring up through the seeds for the cycad. They aren’t pollinated
roots of the stem of the tree, plus sunlight by winds like most cones. Instead, each
allows green plants to produce energy in species of cycads are pollinated by a spethe form of a glucose or a sugar, which cific insect, usually a beetle or weevil.
powers the growth of the plants and oxyThe toxins in cycads are also very dangen is also produced as a byproduct. So gerous. All cycads contain poisons that
very important to life on Earth.”
can be fatal and contain neurotoxins
Moving to the gymnosperms, we were which can produce Parkinson’s-like symptold that conifers don’t shed their leaves. toms.
Fran said, “They have waxy covering or
“They’re also very ancient plants,” said
coating on their needles for the most part
and they have an antifreeze in the tree
itself that helps protect them.” So they
keep their needles or leaves year round,
while the other trees drop their leaves in
the fall and winter. “We have guests in
December and January who say, “Why is
this grove of trees dead?” They’re not used
to seeing trees without leaves on them. So,
the trees are entering a period of dormancy in which they are storing energy, just
like our meadow. It looks dead now, but
in February, March, and April, it’s gorgeous with life. It’s dormant.”
Before crossing a small wooden bridge,
our tour group stopped in front of some

Noticing Nature at the
Fullerton Arboretum
Strolling through the Fullerton
Arboretum on a pleasant day in
November, I came across a sign advertising free guided nature tours on the second
and fourth Saturday of each month at
10am. So, on the Saturday after
Thanksgiving, my family and I decided to
take the guided tour.
Arriving early, we gathered around the
arboretum’s nature center, where plants in
all shapes and sizes were being sold. At
exactly ten o’clock, arboretum docents,
Nick and Fran, introduced themselves to
us. Together, our knowledgeable docents
showed us the sights and sounds of the
arboretum’s different garden collections,
taking our group through secret trails off
the beaten path, sharing stories and folklore along the way.
Ducking down a small dirt path, we
began the tour by talking about fruits.
Shortly after the arboretum opened in
1979, the California Rare Fruit Growers
and the Arboretum planted a collection of
fruits. Many are now growing near or at
the limit of their ability to thrive in a different climate than their own. For example, Fullerton Arboretum’s winters aren’t
quite cold enough for temperate paw
paws to produce much fruit, while the
tropical logan needs a warmer winter to
bear a bumper crop.
“Look around you. This is a chance to
see what the plants behind your produce
purchases look like,” read a large label in
front of a coffee tree. Pointing to a
Surinam cherry on the ground, Nick said,
“These fruits do not really taste like a
cherry. If you can find a really brown or
dark one, they would be ok. Otherwise,
they’d taste like turpentine.”
Following our guides along a path adjacent to the Heritage House, we found
ourselves looking at groves of navel
oranges and key limes. “We have four different plant collections here at the arboretum,” said Fran. “We have woodland,
desert, Mediterranean, and the cultivated
or rare fruit orchard, which we’ve just
been through.”
Continuing down the path, Nick
showed us the heritage roses in the arboretum’s rose collection. “We actually have
one of the best collections in California
now because most of the arboretums are
cutting them out,” said Nick. “These are
the pre-1900 roses. Some of them are very
fragrant. They don’t really look that nice
most of the time. When not in bloom
they’ll look like dead sticks.”
Stopping in front of a hedge-cut
dinosaur, our tour guides joked, “We are
one of the only places with a living
dinosaur.” Behind the leafy dino was pre-

Fran. “They were here before the
dinosaurs.”
Next, we walked to a Bodhi tree, which
in the past was blessed by the Dalai Lama.
“This is the last half of the arboretum,”
said Nick. “In 2000, we weren’t doing a
whole lot with this area back here, so the
school figured we can take this over and
make a parking lot out of it. We couldn’t
have that, so we had the Dalai Lama come
and bless this tree. So now they can’t. It’s
sacred ground now.”
Down a dirt trail behind the Bodhi tree,
our group followed a fence at the very
edge of the arboretum. There were unusual red plants growing along the fence that
resembled rotten meat. The flower inside
was shaped like a meerschaum pipe, giving the vine its common name, the
Dutchman’s pipe. In fact, there were several plants on the tour that were named
based on their appearance. We saw a
shrimp plant and Popcorn Cassia, which
actually smelled like popcorn.
Before
leaving
the
Fullerton
Arboretum, my family saw a cycad with
two giant orange cones and an ombu tree.
The ombu had a single trunk rising from
a large pedestal of roots, unlike the more
usual form of multiple trunks. The trunk
may eventually attain a girth of 40 to 50
feet. The ombu is over 100’ tall.
“In 1979, that came from the
Huntington Gardens in the backseat of a
Toyota,” said Nick. “It was 6 feet tall at
the time. Now, it would actually be twice
as big if we let it. But, we’re here two or
three times a year to prune it back because
it’s more like a hard Styrofoam and when
we get these winds blowing through here,
it goes everywhere.”
The ombu is a survivor in the dry grassland. Its sap is poisonous. It is immune to
locusts and other pests, and its massive,
fire-resistant trunk stores water in its tissue helping it to survive the periodic
grassland fires of its homeland.
My tour of the different garden collections was eye-opening. See the full nature
walk, visit the Fullerton Observer website,
click on the “Videos” tab and click on the
words “Emerson Little YouTube
Channel.”
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HITS &
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by Joyce Mason
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THE BALLAD OF BUSTER
SCRUGGS: Two Hits
For 34 years Joel and Ethan Coen have been making
films that surprise, startle, frighten, amuse and amaze us,
yet it was probably “Fargo” that caught the attention of
the largest audiences, its famous wood-chipping scene
becoming an icon of horror and humor blended as one.
The brothers continue in this vein using both the dark
tones of “No Country for Old Men” and the more
humorous “Hail Caesar,” a satire of Hollywood’s Biblical
epics.
“The Ballad of Buster Scruggs,” a collection of six short
stories, takes the familiar tropes of Hollywood Westerns,
upends them, and leaves us aghast even as we smile or
laugh at details leading up to the misanthropic endings.
The brothers present a universe in which happenstance
can defeat hard work and good intentions. To frame and
connect these six stories the Coens create an actual
anthology of tales from another century, a book bound in
cloth, etched in gold leaf and graced with finely composed
Wyeth-like illustrations.
Opening with the familiar singing cowboy, the first
story bears the name of the movie. Buster Scruggs (Tim
Blake Nelson), wearing a white cowboy shirt and hat,
rides his horse and plays his guitar, singing “Cool Water”
while his horse neighs in agreement with the sentiment.
Ten minutes into the story, we learn from posters that
Scruggs is the most wanted gunslinger in the territory. As
he strides into a saloon, we see how he got this reputation,
but only after he has dusted off his immaculate-looking
clothing with billows of dust flying off.
As an unseen hand turns the pages of the antiquarian
volume we move onto another familiar Western trope. In
“Near Algodones,” James Franco plays a bank robber,
who is not very skilled and later faces a lynching mob.
The third story and perhaps the most heartless is “Meal
Ticket.” Impresario (Liam Neeson) manages the career of
an actor (Harry Melling) with no arms or legs, who recites
poetry on a makeshift stage. Again, the touches of humor
are subtle as the performer recites Shelley’s “Ozymandias”
and Shakepeare Sonnets, always weaving into them passages from the more familiar Gettysburg Address.
The fourth tale opens with scenic shots of a glorious
western wilderness before the camera focuses on an old
prospector doing the back-breaking work of digging for
gold. Although the Coen Brothers are famous for their
spot-on dialogue, “All Gold Canyon” relies on camera
work and good acting. In one scene, the grisly prospector
(Tom Waits) climbs a tree to get a bird’s eggs for breakfast
but seeing the watchful eye of the mother owl, he ends up
returning three of the stolen eggs.
The most fully developed tale follows a wagon train
moving westward along the Oregon Trail. In “The Gal
Who Got Rattled,” Zoe Kazan plays Miss Alice
Longabaugh, whose brother is taking her to Oregon to
marry his possible future business partner, a man she has
never met. Her brother dies en route, leaving Alice without protection or hope for her future. The leader of the
wagon train (Bill Heck) is touched by her plight and we
have hopes for the future of these two likeable, attractive
people. But then, again, it is a Coen Brothers movie.
Concluding these tales from the Old West is “The
Mortal Remains,” about five strangers journeying on a
stagecoach. They reach their destination but not without
delivering three amazing monologues and one a cappella
version of “The Unfortunate Lad” sung by Brendan
Gleeson. The one woman on this journey is played by
Tyne Daly, who spends most of her time being offended
by the stories and reminding the other four that she is at
all times a “proper lady.”
In a recent interview, the Coen Brothers explained that
the six stories had been written over a period of 25 years
and that they were never certain the stories would ever be
made into films. They credit Netflix for having faith in
their viewing audience and providing the financial
resources to make this unusual film. “The Ballad of
Buster Scruggs” can be seen in some selected theaters and
is now streaming on Netflix.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

EVENTS CALENDAR
TUES, DEC 4
6:30pm: Fullerton City
Council Meeting at City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth. The
results of the Nov. 6th election
are expected to be certified by
the OC Registrar of Voters so
new members may be sworn in
at the meeting. Also a new
Mayor and Mayor Protem will
be selected by the council.
WED, DEC 5
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine
Every Wednesday Farmers
Market at Independence Park
next to the DMV on Valencia
between Euclid and Highland in
Fullerton. Fresh produce including fruit, vegetables, plants, eggs,
flowers, baked goods, tamales,
empenadas, kettle korn, nuts,
and more.
•4pm-10pm: 24th Annual
Tamale Festival at Old Town
Placentia (Santa Fe Ave. &
Bradford Ave) features tamales
made with recipes handed down
through generations, live entertainment, visit and photo with
Santa, local brewery beer garden,
craft booths, exhibits and more.
Email ocrosalina@yahoo.com
about booth opportunities.
•6pm: FPL Arthouse Films
at Fullerton Public Library
Osborne Auditorium, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free screening
of “Darkest Hour” UK prime
minister Winston Churchill
must rally the nation to war
against the Nazis.
6:30pm-8:15pm: Food for
Thought: Exploring the
Multicultural Culinary Scene
of California a panel discussion
on culture, food, and California
exceptionalism with a focus on
OC at CSUF Titan Student
Union, 800 N. State College
Blvd., Fullerton. Features CA
Assembly Speaker Anthony
Rendon moderating a panel
with author and LA Times
columnist Gustavo Arellano,
Professor of American Studies
Dr. Elaine Lewinnek, and
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WED, DEC 5 continued
Patrick Nguyen, owner of The
Straw: Modern Milkshakes.
RSVP at https://asm-speakerseries.eventbrite.com. Free
•7pm: Water Rate Increase
Presentation at the Water Rate
Study Ad Hoc Committee meeting at the Fullerton Public
Library Conference Center, 353
W. Commonwealth. (see page 3)
THURS, DEC 6
•7pm: Lions Club Speaker
Series Hosts Councilmember
Bruce Whitaker
at Ma’s
Chinese Islamic Restaurant, 601
E. Orangethorpe, Anaheim.
•7:30pm: Artist Ann Phong
Gallery Tour
at the
Muckenthaler Cultural Center,
1201 W. Malvern Ave.,
Fullerton. College Art Professor
Phong incorporates thrown
away items into paintings that
chronicle the state of our world
and contemplate her journey
from her native Vietnam to US.
SAT, DEC 8
•10am: Friends of the
Library 1-Day Book Sale at
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth.
SUN, DEC 9
•11am-1pm: Santa & His Elf
at Fullerton Airport, 4011 W.
Commonwealth. Free event
includes goodies for the kids,
photos with Santa, a Classic
Aircraft Display, and Airplane
and Helicopter rides and food
for purchase.
•1pm-3pm: It’s a Wonderful
Life: The Radio Play
at
Muckenthaler Cultural Center,
1201 W. Malvern, Fullerton.
Tickets $25; $16/students
($12.50/members).
•3:30pm: Friends of Music
Free Concert Korniszewski &
Korniszewska Violin & Piano
at Wilshire Auditorium, 315
Wilshire (corner of Lemon
south of Chapman) in Fullerton.
Call 714-526-5310 or visit
www.fullertonfriendsofmusic.com
for more info.

TUES, DEC 11
•6:30pm-7pm: Holiday Family Night
-Reindeer Romp for ages 3 to 6 with
their families features stories, songs, films,
and crafts. Fullerton Public Library
Auditorium,
353
W.
Osborne
Commonwealth. Free
•7:30-8:30pm: Free Voice Class for
Men at Fullerton Union High School
Chior Room, 201 E. Chapman Ave,
Fullerton offered by the Orange Empire
Chorus. Learn the techniques professional vocalists use.
WED, DEC 12
•8am-1pm:
Every
Wednesday
Farmers Market See Dec. 5 listing for
details
•7pm:
Planning
Commission
Hearing
on
Student
Housing
Conditional Use Permit for a dormitory
for up to ten students affiliated with Cal
State Fullerton on property zoned R-1
(Single Family Residential) located at
1155 W. Orangethorpe Ave. Send any
questions or comments to Christine
Hernandez at ChristineH@cityoffullerton.com or call (714) 738-3163. The
meeting takes place at Fullerton City
Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth.
FRI, DEC 14
•10am-1pm: Senior Christmas
Celebration features Chicken Cordon
Bleu w/ mashed potatoes lunch, live
entertainment by Hawaiian Class
Dancers, and music by Tony Dettora.
$5/under 60; $3/over 60. Fullerton
Community
Center,
340
W.
Commonwealth.
FRI & SAT, DEC 14 & 15
•5pm-8pm: Holiday Luminaria Stroll
at Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated
Road, Fullerton (on edge of CSUF campus). Rain or Shine.
SAT, DEC 15
•8am-1pm: Golden Hill Holiday
Boutique at Golden Hill Elementary, 732
N. Barris Drive, Fullerton.
SUN, DEC 16
•12pm Noon-4pm: Holiday Season
with Santa at the Muckenthaler Cultural
Center, 1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton.
Celebrate the season with family-friendly
activities, live music, free art workshops
for kids, and arts and crafts sale, and a special appearance by Santa Claus. Free.
THURS, DEC 20
•10:30am: Lunch & Movie at the
Senior Center features Baked Meatloaf
served at 11:30. $5/under 60; $3/over 60.
Stay for a 12:30pm screening of
Almacenados in Spanish with English subtitles for $1. A man about to retire and his
young replacement spend five days on a
work site and develop a unique bond.
Fullerton Community Center, 340 W.
Commonwealth.
•6:30pm: Family Movie Night at
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. A fun-filled evening features age-appropriate films for families.

Room to Rent
in Fullerton
Sought
Local, Quiet, employed,
self-sufficient disabled
woman seeks room to rent
in Fullerton.
Please call Jean at
(714) 349-4486
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Santa Claus Conquers the Martians
@ MAVERICK THEATER
110 E. Walnut Ave. Fullerton
Tickets: (714) 526-7070 www.mavericktheater.com
Santa Claus Conquers the Martians
plays now through December 23rd;
Fridays at 8pm, Saturdays at 4pm &
8pm, and Sundays at 3pm (with 7pm
shows on Dec. 9, 16, and 23rd). The
production is adapted to the stage by
Brian Newell and Nick McGee and
directed by Brian Newell.
Santa Claus is kidnapped by
Martians! Will the children on Earth
have no toys on Christmas Day? Only
Hollywood could cook up such an
absurd story and only the Maverick
would want to adapt it to stage. The
show is performed with a light-hearted
“Saturday Night Live” style that is suitable for children above 4, and even
cranky adults. $25 ($15/kids under 12)
Dec 5-20: The MistleTones. Featured on Access Hollywood,
Disney's California Adventure, Downtown Disney, Knott’s Berry Farm, and the Staples
Center, The MistleTones have been bringing laughter to the holidays for 16 years using
their blend of Christmas parodies, handbells, and traditional tunes. With crowd
favorites like "We Will Flock You", "MmmShop" and "Can't Wrap This.”
ALSO SHOWING

Christmas With the Alley Cats
@ BREA CURTIS THEATER
1 Civic Center Cir, Brea, CA 92821
Tickets: (714) 990-7722 www.curtistheater.com
With their tight, four-part harmony and humorous antics, these musical comics have
been Jay Leno’s opening act for the past seven years. The Alley Cats have performed in
concert all over the world alongside iconic groups such as The Coasters, The Drifters,
and The Beach Boys. The show performs on December 15 and 16.

Deck the Hall at Cal State Fullerton
@ CLAYES PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, MENG CONCERT HALL
800 N. State College Blvd. Fullerton, CA 92832
Tickets: (657) 278-3371
Conductors Robert Istad, Kimo Furumoto & Christopher Peterson ring in the holidays with the University Singers, Concert Choir, Titan Men's Chorus, Women's Choir
and the University Symphony Orchestra. The performance features carols and holiday
favorites plus familiar sing-alongs. Performances: Dec 8 at 3 and 5pm. Dec 9 at 4pm.

Darri Kristin, Frank Tryon, and Kathleen Switzer perform in
“It’s a Wonderful Life: a Live Radio Play” through Dec. 22. PHOTO BY AMANDA DEMAIO

“It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play”
@ STAGES THEATER
400 E Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 www.stagesoc.org
There aren't many things that signal the
beginning of the holiday season quite like
watching It's a Wonderful Life.
STAGEStheatre kicks off the holiday season with a stage adaptation of this classic.
In Joe Landry's adaptation, it's
December 24, 1946 in Studio A at
WSTG Radio and a cast of actors are
preparing to present It's a Wonderful Life
live to their listening audience.
With the help of a pianist and a sound
effects artist, the ensemble recreates the
story of George Bailey, a young man
whose dreams of traveling the world are
thwarted by his sense of responsibility to
the family business. Down on his luck,
George Bailey, a compassionate yet disheartened businessman, is at the end of
his rope, questioning his purpose in life.
Just when he comes to believe that life is

not worth the effort, some divine intervention allows him to see the way that his
life has affected all those he loves, and he
learns what his life is really worth.
This
2018
production
marks
STAGEStheatre's tenth anniversary of
producing play.
Tickets are $22 and $20 for students
and seniors. Performances are through
December 22nd, Fridays and Saturdays at
8pm.
ALSO SHOWING at Stages Theater on
December 23 at 7pm: Missed
Connections. Need a little pick me up?
This show is a wacky, off beat and definitely off color night of dramatic readings
of some of the most ridiculous postings
from Craigslist you’ll ever hear. Conceived
by Jill Johnson and cast with Orange
County Store Front Theatre All Stars.

Fullerton Friends of Music Free Concert
features Kornizewski and Korniszewska

Zoya
Martin as
Harriet
Smith and
Kristofer
Buxton as
Robert
Martin in
the regional
premiere of
Paul
Gordon’s
adaptation
of Jane
Austen’s
“Emma,
The
Musical”

Fullerton Friends of Music present Adam Korniszewski and Ewa Korniszewska in a
free concert at Wilshire Auditorium in Fullerton on Sunday December 9th at 3:30pm.
Polish violinist Korniszewski was born in Geneva. He was a prize winner at the
International Violin Competition Niccolo Paganini in Genoa and the Fondazione
Alberto Curci in Naples. He has performed with orchestras and has given numerous
recitals throughout Europe and North America. Mr. Korniszewski was Professor of
Violin at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Brussels from 1992 to 2011.
Pianist Ewa Korniszewska completed her music studies in Warsaw, Hanover and
Brussels and gives solo and chamber music recitals as well as performances with orchestras throughout Europe. She performs extensively with Mr. Koeniszewski including
many radio broadcasts in Belgium, France, Switzerland, Germany and Great Britain.
She also taught at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Brussels.
The program includes sonatas by J. S. Bach, Brahms and Prokofiev.

Jane Austen’s Emma: the Musical
@ CHANCE THEATER
Bette Aitken Theater Arts Center
5522 E La Palma Ave, Anaheim, CA
Tickets: (888) 455-4212 www.chancetheater.com

Plays now through December 23
Jane Austen’s enduring love story is brought to life as a romantic-comedy musical.
The story revolves around Emma, a well-meaning, but disaster-prone matchmaker,
who ignores her own romantic feelings while setting out to find a suitor for her friend
Harriet.
Her efforts go awry, of course, leading to comic complications. Fall in love again with
one of Jane Austen’s most adored characters, featuring a score from Tony-nominated
composer Paul Gordon. Jane Austen’s Emma: the Musical is part of Chance Theater’s
2018 Holiday Literature Series. Directed by Casey Long. Music Direction by Bill
Strongin.
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Hibbleton’s Holiday Fair
@ FLDWRK
110 E Wilshire Ave. Suite 101, Fullerton, California 92832 www.theCheck out Hibbleton Gallery's annual Holiday Fair. This year, the gallery is "popping up" at FLDWRK in the historic Chapman Building on E. Wilshire in downtown Fullerton. This event will feature artists and craftsmen selling their wares in a
bazaar-style art event. The event is Friday, December 7th from 6pm-9:30pm during
the Downtown Fullerton Art Walk. There will be holiday treats, music by a DJ, and
lots of good cheer. Participating artists include: Melinda Hagman, Syd Middleton,
Roxanna Mostatabi, Terry Orr, Kristy Prince, and more.

Nevertheless, We Persisted:
Breast Cancer Awareness Exhibition
@ CSUF POLLACK LIBRARY (WEST TERRACE)
800 N. State College Blvd. on the campus of Cal State Fullerton
(657) 278-2633
This exhibition explores what it means
to prevent and treat, educate about, survive and thrive through breast cancer.
Art works address personal, political,
social and medical issues related to breast
cancer.
According to the American Cancer
Society, "Breast cancer is the most common cancer in American women, except
for skin cancers. Currently, the average
risk of a woman in the United States
developing breast cancer sometime in
her life is about 12%. This means there
is a 1 in 8 chance she will develop breast
cancer. This also means there is a 7 in 8

chance she will never have the disease."
Curator Dr. Sharon Chappell is
Associate Professor for the College of
Education's Elementary and Bilingual
Education Department at CSUF. She
has a very personal connection to the
exhibit having completed 10 months of
breast cancer treatment this September
2018 at Kaiser Permanente.
The exhibit, featuring national and
California artists, CSUF faculty, staff
and students is on display through
December 31, 2018, on the Second
Floor West Terrace of Pollak Library.

Works by Ann Phong
@ MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER
1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton www.themuck.org (714)738-6595

GALLERY TOUR THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 AT 7:30PM
“Living in the 21st century, we make use of all material goods on earth to serve us
a comfortable life. It seems like the more civil we are as humans, the more trash we
create.” For three decades artist Ann Phong has incorporated materials meant to be
thrown away into lush paintings that both chronicle the state of our world, and contemplate her own trans-pacific, cross-cultural journey from her native Vietnam to
California. The exhibit closes December 30.

Watercolor West
Exhibit
@ CITY OF BREA GALLERY
1 Civic Center Circle, Brea
(714) 990-7731 • breagallery.com

Watercolor Demonstration
Along with an exhibit of the work of
one hundred international watercolor
artists curated by Katherine Chang
Liu, the gallery presents a watercolor
demonstrations featuring artist
Shuang Li, on Dec. 16, 1pm-5pm.
$25.

Coney Island: Visions
of an American
Dreamland
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER
301 N. Pomona Ave. (at E. Wilshire)
(714)738-6545
The exhibition brings to life the excitement of Coney Island, showing visitors
how its magnetic world of attractions has
become a touchstone for American mass
culture and popular recreation. Coney
Island: Visions of an American
Dreamland.
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Nouveau Chamber
Ballet’s The Nutcracker
Come join Fullerton’s own ballet company, Nouveau Chamber Ballet, at their
27th Anniversary production of “The
Nutcracker,” a magical and delightful fulllength Christmas tradition, on Saturday,
December 15th at 7:30pm, and Sunday,
December 16th at 2pm at Fullerton
College Campus Theatre, 321 E.
Chapman Avenue.
Returning as the Cavalier is Edgar
Nikolian, who studied ballet and acrobatics at the National Academy of Ballet in
Armenia. He founded the Trans Classics
Dance Company and regularly tours
internationally.
Ria Adachi, last season’s Sugar Plum
Fairy, has won a scholarship to study ballet with the famed Bolshoi Ballet in
Moscow. Sugar Plum Fairy for this production will be Elen Harutyunyan, a
native of Yerevan, Armenia, who trained
with the Armenian National Ballet
School. Upon her arrival in the US, she
studied at the San Francisco Ballet School.
She then moved to Los Angeles, where she
joined the Pacific Ballet Dance Theater.
Renée Bahrath Kim and David Tai
Kim, formerly with the Dance Theater of
Harlem, will reprise their roles as the
Snow Queen and King.
A full cast of talented dancers grace this
production with dynamic variations in
each role. Nouveau Chamber Ballet’s
founder Artistic Director Lois Ellyn, first

Ria Adachi in rehearsal for the ballet.
PHOTO BY

PATRICK HOUGH

offered the two act version of “The
Nutcracker” in 1991, and it has become
an annual favorite.
Reserved tickets are $28 and $35. For
tickets or group pricing, call the Lois
Ellyn Dance Studio at 714-526-3862.
Visit the website for more information at
www.nouveauchamberballet.com

Fall Dance Theatre
at CSUF
Four
internationally
renowned
dancer/choreographers are joining student
choreographers to create timely, often
politically inspired dance pieces as part of
the California State University, Fullerton,
Fall Dance Theatre in the Little Theatre
on campus, 800 N. State College Blvd.,
Fullerton. Performances are at 8pm on
Dec. 6, 7, and 8, and at 2pm on Dec. 9.
Tickets are $14 ($12 with advance
Titan Discount purchase for students,
seniors or with a CSUF ID). All tickets
are $14 at the door. Call (657) 278-3371,
11am-5pm, M-F or purchase online at:
http://www.fullerton.edu/arts/theatre/events
/td_productions.php
“Set to the glorious music of Schubert’s
Unfinished Symphony, Recent Arrivals is
an homage to those who have left their
homelands to come to America, many
with little more than the clothes on their
backs,” explains Guest Choreographer
Colin Connor. Alvin Rangel choreographs Derelict to the music of Alec
Chojnacki, inspired by the aftermath of
Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico. Bach for
Joy, choreographed by Muriel Joyce, is a

Dancer Stormy Gaylord.
PHOTO BY JORDAN

KUBAT PHOTOGRAPHY

classical ballet piece inspired by the music
of Johann Sebastian Bach’s Concerto in C
Minor for Oboe and Violin. The second
act features The Light Within by Macarena
Gandarillas, telling the story of a man
who comes across a swan while struggling
to face the demons from his past. Ms.
Gandarillas has performed with Debbie
Allen, Michael Jackson, and Janet Jackson
among others.
Additional choreographers include
Dennzyl Green (Missing Piece), Emily
Ploense (Sentry), Jacquelyn Maloney
(Organized Chaos) and A’Kaila Willis (In
A State of Being).
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Fullerton
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and
Natalie Kennedy and a group of friends
in 1978, is staffed by local citizen volunteers who create, publish, and distribute the paper throughout our community. This venture is a not-for-profit one with all revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our
independent, non-partisan, non-sectarian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton
residents about the institutions and
other societal forces which most impact
their lives, so that they may be empowered to participate in constructive ways
to keep and make these private and
public entities serve all residents in lawful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways. Through our extensive local calendar and other coverage, we seek to
promote a sense of community and an
appreciation for the values of diversity
with which our country is so uniquely
blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:

Submissions on any topic of interest
are accepted from Fullerton residents
and we try hard to get it all in.
Sorry we sometimes fail.
Shorter pieces have a better chance.
Email to observernews@earthlink.net
or mail to: FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051
FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051

____________________________

How To Subscribe
Subscriptions are due each October
$25/Fullerton • $35/Out of Town
Send Check with Name & Address to:
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________

How to Advertise

Call 714-525-6402,
or email
observernews@earthlink.net
________________________________

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer
are distributed throughout Fullerton
and sent through the mail to subscribers
every two weeks except only once
in January, July & August.

Missed a Copy?Visit us online at:

www.fullertonobserver.com
& on FaceBook

• STAFF•
• Managing Editor: Sharon Kennedy
•Special Reports:
Jesse La Tour, Jane Rands, Matt Leslie
• Database Manager: Jane Buck
• Advisor: Tracy Wood
• Copy Editor/Proof: Christine Romer
• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,
Marjorie Kerr, Manny Bass, Leslie Allen
• Webmaster: Jesse La Tour
• FEATURES & COLUMNISTS
• COUNCIL REPORT: Jesse La Tour
•CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey
• DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto
•GARDENING: Penny Hlavac
•FULLERTON HISTORY: Terry Galvin
• LIBRARY ISSUES: Matt Leslie
• MOVIE REVIEW HITS & MISSES: Joyce Mason
•YOUTH EDITOR: Francine Vudoti
•POLITICAL COMMENTARY:
Jonathan Dobrer & Vince Buck
•PASSION FOR JUSTICE: Sinh Dang
•PHOTOGRAPHER: Jere Greene, Damion Lloyd
•ROVING REPORTERS: Jere Greene
and other Community Members
• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:
Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno
•SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko
• THEATRE REVIEWS:
Eric Marchese, Angela Hatcher, Mark Rosier
•VIDEO OBSERVER: Emerson Little
Created & Published in Fullerton
by local citizen volunteers for 40 years

The Mid December issue will
hit the stands on Dec 17, 2018
SUBMISSION & AD
DEADLINE: Dec 10, 2018
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Suggestions to
Cure The Left Lean
The Observer leans to the left. It states it
is non-partisan. We never see any good
news from your staff about what the president has done. Nuclear Iran, trying for a
second new tax cut, eliminating so many
regulations, bringing large manufacturing
companies back to the U.S., unemployment for all Americans at all time lows.
There are some issues that the Observer
and staff do not like. That would be true
for all of us. Thanks for listening.
David Robbins Fullerton

Notes from Subscribers

Thank You to all our old and new subscribers who sent in their payments for
home delivery. And we really appreciated
those who added extra and all the sweet
notes. Below are a few of the messages we
received. - Thanks for the encouragement!

Lessons from the Voting Booth
During the recent election campaign
season at least five humans knocked on
my door to promote a candidate or ballot
measure. The doorknob flyers suggest that
there were many others when I was not at
home. KCRW (NPR station in Santa
Monica) broadcast interviews with doorto-door volunteers for Gil Cisneros and
Young Kim. I like what I heard and I was
made aware that Fullerton holds a prominent place in the political landscape of
Southern California.
Fullerton and the 39th Congressional
District seem to have learned a lesson
from the opponents of Measure W who
defeated that measure in no small way as a
result of a corps of volunteers who
knocked on doors and stood outside
supermarkets. That gave the idea of a park
instead of houses on the West Coyote
Hills added life and hope.
Person-to-person works. It is perhaps a
legacy from times when people had time
to reflect on government instead of living
in the impersonal world of smart phones.
It’s one reason I still like to vote in person
at a polling place, even if it means standing in line.
KCRW also interviewed Young Kim at
her headquarters. She pointed out the 2/3
of the voters in District 39 are Hispanics
and Asians, that she is an immigrant, and
that those voters want to vote for someone
who looks like them. I’ve heard that sad
comment many times before. Let me elaborate on my use of the word “sad.”

Immigrants left countries where almost
all of the people looked like them. If that
were the main criterion for casting a vote,
they could have done that just as well in
their homeland if they were blessed there
with the right to vote.
My parents were from Russia, but the
times (early 20th century) were different.
They didn’t make an effort to become citizens until WWII approached. Therefore
they didn’t vote for most of their time in
America. They were busy providing for
and rearing 8 children in a land where
Planned Parenthood had not yet manifested itself. But my mother held and shared
opinions and we 8 became ardent, active
voters and participants in the political
merry-go-round.
In addition we became, not just voters,
but informed voters thanks in no small
way to two factors: public schools that
taught civics and the older among us sharing thoughts with the younger.
I get a lot of satisfaction from voting. It
is my time at a polling place and in a voting booth when I am most conscious of
being an American. And I feel that I fulfill
my social, civic and political obligations
all the more by voting on issues and not
ethnicity.
When candidates urge their supporters
to read and understand the issues as their
guide to casting their votes, “sad” will rapidly give way to “happy” in my hopes for
America.
Manny Bass Fullerton

Thank You to Fullerton Police Officers
Earlier this year, our family had the
unfortunate experience of having a loved
one suffer from a severe mental health crisis. Our professionals advised us that if
our loved one became a danger to herself
or others in our house and we felt we
needed immediate help, we needed to call
911. I went down to the Fullerton Police
Department to file a CAD report (a
notice with them we had someone in our
home who was mentally ill and suffered
with developmental disabilities). The
CAD information is shared with officers
when they are responding to a call at an
address where someone has a mental illness or developmental disability. They
were kind and amazingly helpful in taking
the information and telling us what we
would need to do and say when we called.
Unfortunately, not too long after that, we
did need to call them. It was the first time
of what would eventually be four times in
a two month period we needed police
assistance with our loved one.
Every single time, the officers who
responded were kind and helpful, supportive of my husband and me, attentive

to the needs of our children in our home
who were affected and compassionate to
our loved one. Every single time, they
were able to deescalate the situation and
return peace and calm to our home while
preserving the dignity of our loved one.
Every single time, they spent the time and
energy to make sure we were all safe and
calm before they left. During those times,
our family was in chaos and emotions
were high and things were scary, and the
Fullerton Police officers were a calming
presence in restoring peace to our home
and supporting us through the turmoil.
Too often in times of discord and strife,
those who perform above and beyond the
call go unnoticed. The officers that
responded to our home each time went
above and beyond the call; this was a horrible time for our family, and the support
we received from the Fullerton Police
Department made our lives easier and
helped us be able to maintain our loved
one in our home while we found the right
answers to help her.
Karen Yingling Fullerton

For 31 years now I have faithfully read
your newspaper from front to back every
two weeks. For a short while you even
published several of my articles, and for
that I am eternally grateful.
I can never thank you enough for keeping us all informed, entertained, enlightened and properly enraged at our current
status of affairs. We are so lucky to have all
of you who work so hard to put out a fair,
true, and informed paper.
Please keep up all the good work! Jesse
is doing a great job, and just know you are
so appreciated.
Kathleen Shanfield & Family
Fullerton
You and your father have preserved
integrity in Fullerton in so many ways.
Lis Fullerton
I don’t need a subscription. I’ll continue
to pick it up at Villa del Sol or read it
online. Consider this a donation in support of community journalism in these
unfortunately tough times. Your efforts
are needed and appreciated.
Kay Miller Fullerton
I read the Fullerton Observer from front
to back and appreciate especially the city
government news, what is happening
(events calendar), Hits & Misses movie
reviews, Commentary, the young people’s
articles, pretty much all of it! Many
thanks for your hard work.
Suzanne Darweesh Fullerton
The Observer is a breath of fresh air in
Fullerton. Keep up the good work.
Even though I am now living in Los
Gatos, my curiosity about Fullerton and
Orange County has not diminished. I
look forward to the local news!
Marian Schain Los Gatos
Thanks so much for the opportunity to
read the Fullerton Observer, especially my
granddaughter
Valerie
Brickey’s
Crosswords. So nice that is included!
Thelma Morgan Fullerton
Please renew our subscription.
We love this paper! June Fullerton
Please add me to the subscriber list!
Paul Fullerton
Thanks for being our lifeline for local
news, events, and what is really happening
in Fullerton. You are the heartbeat of this
town!
Linda S. Fullerton
Thank you for your much needed
service.
Edith Bockian Fullerton
Love your newspaper! Keep up the good
work for the residents of Fullerton!.
Linda Fullerton
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COMMUNITY OPINIONS

OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2018

Social Media is not Action
tories, locations and purchases—we can
be micro-targeted to increase the likelihood that we’ll respond as desired, and
we will love or hate, buy or reject, believe
I get some version of this request sev- or doubt as directed. In other words, our
eral times a day. I am implored to prove free will may be neither free nor truly
my love (and that I have read the post) ours.
Now, factor in Facebook and it all
by clicking, sharing and posting it on my
wall. By doing this I will be supporting becomes even worse. While our virtual
someone going through cancer or “Friends” may serve to filter informadivorce, unemployment or hunger. I will tion, they also tend to reinforce our isobe aligning myself with Truth, Justice lation from other ideas. We construct an
echo chamber to affirm the rightness and
and the American way.
righteousness of our prejuThis is clickbait designed
dices. We create communities
(though not understood by
of credulity. In words often
the sender/poster) as a way
On the
uttered by President Trump,
of gathering data on us and
internet we
“Lots of people say…” Ergo,
our friends. We don’t seem
are not
it must be true.
to understand that on the
For all the nonsense on the
Internet we are not conconsumers of
and Facebook, perhaps
Net
sumers of information. We
information.
nothing is more pernicious
are the product; we are the
We are the
and disempowering than the
consumed.
product.
constantly propagated deluAh, but we are not fooled;
sion that clicking “like” or
we are sophisticated and
We are the
sharing is an action of consesharp. We must be because
consumed.
quence. It’s just the opposite.
we’re smart enough to naviIt fosters the illusion that by
gate the Net. Really? Can
clicking, liking, sharing we
you imagine our reaction if
our government, whether left or right, have done something to ameliorate a
Republican or Democrat, ordered us to condition and improve the world in a
carry a GPS to record and report our meaningful way. An easy click may fool
location 24 hours a day? How about if us into being satisfied that we’ve actually
we had to make public every webpage we done something and acted in some way
visited on the Net and every purchase we to make a difference and promote our
made, where we made it and how we values.
As much as I’m troubled by Russian
paid? We would revolt. This would be an
egregious violation of our privacy. We’d intervention in our politics, I’m more
troubled by our own non-participation,
never stand for it.
Yet, of course, as you’ve perspicacious- our own sloth and alienation from our
ly already discerned, we give all of this society, each other and the world. The
information voluntarily, not only with- world will not be saved or even improved
out the government requiring us to carry by clicks. Politicians will not be moved
a multifunction GPS but we actually by Internet petitions.
To improve our world, we have to parpurchase the damn thing and pay a
monthly service charge! We have smart ticipate, show up, contribute time and
phones not for stupid people but unre- money. However, money alone will not
create positive change. We also have to
flective people.
The snares, pitfalls and dangers of bring our visible bodies to the streets and
social media and the Internet are many. to the seat of government. We have to
From SPAM to computer viruses, from witness our values and demonstrate our
fraudulent, if enticing, offers to political commitment. There is no cheap grace to
emergencies, it’s easy to be led astray. We be received by clicking and sharing. The
are easily manipulated to believe lies and Net is good for organizing, for bringing
doubt truths. We are bombarded with people together but the community has
misinformation, disinformation and to be physical and not virtual. The Net
mendacities. Conspiracies are promul- can summon us, but we still need to
gated and perpetuated daily. Good show up.
So yes, please click on this, share it,
friends and smart people send and post
paste it on your wall and if that’s where
propaganda masquerading as news.
We are drowning in information that it stops, if you don’t vote, protest and
is not curated. We get raw data and lack contribute to turning your values into
the means of vetting it. We get so much policies and actions, you will have done
data that what we actually read, think nothing of worth. You can buy a matabout or act on, is pretty random. tress with a click. You can find someone
Although, it is a legitimate question if to share the mattress with a swipe and a
the choice is really ours. It’s becoming a click. But you cannot purchase democrascience how to target and manipulate us cy with a click and a share.
with pictures, slogans and graphics.
www.Dobrer.com
With so many political and commercial
Follow me on Twitter@jondoobrer
groups having our data—our search hisIf you read this brilliant article then
click on the link and share it,
you will save the world!

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the community. The
Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Comments are the opinions
of the writer, may be shortened for space, and typos corrected if we notice them.
We must verify your identity, but we allow initials only and town to be printed
if desired, or anonymous in print if a reasonable case can be made as to why that
is necessary. But Please Note: Opinions sent to us without name, address and
phone number will not be printed. Please add your contact information so we can
verify. That information aside from name and town will not be kept, shared, or
printed. Thanks! Send opinions to:

observernews@earthlink.net or mail to: Fullerton Observer,
PO Box 7051, Fullerton CA92834
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Keep Kicking Until it Dies with a Whimper
RE: “No More Kicking Climate Change
Down the Road” Early Nov 2018
The predictions that Dr. Mosko cites
are based on computer simulations of
future global temperatures that run hotter, in many cases much hotter, than has
been observed. Only the Russian simulation that minimizes the role of CO2 has
been close to the recent trend in global
temperatures.
Many so-called extreme weather events
are not so extreme when examined in light
of meteorological history. Joe Bastardi,
Weatherbell Analytics, who is a recognized expert at long range weather forecasting, relies heavily on meteorological
history to make his accurate forecasts. He
has cited example after example of hurricanes in the past that were the equal of
recent ones that reached the US mainland
after a long lull.
NOAA’s record of Midwest tornados
documents that the number of very
intense tornados has decreased since the
1950s. Anecdotal reports suggest that the
extent of Arctic sea ice was also greatly
reduced in the 1920s. Antarctic sea ice
has been increasing, although the western
Antarctic ice shelf has recently lost some
mass, but that has been shown to be
caused by warming from below by a line
of active subsea volcanoes and/or a change
in the course of an ocean current. NOAA’s
historical drought index shows no discernible change over time.
Recent calculations of climate sensitivity to increasing atmospheric CO2 indicate that a doubling of CO2 will cause
about a 1.5 degree Celsius increase in
temperature or even less when negative
feedbacks are considered. A recent report
in Nature that the oceans are absorbing
heat at an unprecedented rate has been
shown to contain significant errors that
over-estimate the amount of warming.

The magnitude of California fires, especially the Paradise fire, has been attributed
to climate change, but according to the
Forest Service is more likely due to a policy of fire suppression on federal lands and
a change in state law that prevents the use
of controlled burns on state and private
lands to reduce the buildup of understory
and minimizes logging of dead trees.
Building structures in more remote locations also has not helped.
Unfortunately Dr. Mosko and other climate alarmists never mention the many
well-documented benefits of increased
atmospheric CO2 and a somewhat
warmer Earth. The assumption is always
made that the mid-20th century climate
was optimal and yet during the past
10,000 years approximately 90% of the
time the Earth was at least as warm or
warmer than today.
If Dr. Mosko wants to see what really
controls climate and has done so for millions of years, she has only to look skyward to that big orange ball. 97% of solar
scientists would encourage her to do so.
However, admitting that the Sun is the
primary cause of climate change would
preclude one from getting grant money
from the public trough. There is little
doubt that CO2 is one of the factors that
influence climate, but it is almost certainly far less significant than climate
alarmists like Dr. Mosko claim. So let’s
keep kicking climate change down the
road until it dies with a whimper as the
Sun shifts from a solar maximum to a
much less intense phase.
Roger L. Burtner, Ph.D. Fullerton
ED: It seems the vast majority of scientists on Earth do not agree with your position. I am sure you are aware of the recent
reports. We have a short summary on the
frontpage.

Demand a Vote by Citizens Not Council
Dear Fullerton Residents,
I am sure that you love Fullerton as
much as I do. I never would have thought
that it would be necessary to fight for my
voting rights here in my beloved
Fullerton. But that is exactly what is necessary now.
If you feel as I do, we must fight for our
right to elect our own representative on
the City Council to fill a vacancy instead
of the Council making an appointment
(an option it misleadingly just gave itself
to fill a vacancy it caused to occur by partisanship and lack of foresight and planning).
Please join me in taking these actions to
insist that the City Council call for a special election to fill the vacancy:
1. Speak during Public Comments at
the 6:30 City Council meetings on
December 4 and December 18. Insist
that the City Council hold a Special
Election to fill the vacancy.
Fullerton City Council Meetings are
held the first and third Tuesdays of the
month at 6:30pm, Council Chambers
Fullerton City Hall
303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
Fullerton, CA. 92832
2. Contact call, email, and or mail letters to all council members insisting that a
special election be called to fill the vacancy.
Fullerton City Council
303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
Fullerton, CA 92832
714-738-6311
council@cityoffullerton.com

Mayor Doug Chaffee
council@cityoffullerton.com
714-738-6311
Mayor Protem Greg Sebourn
gregs@cityoffullerton.com
714-738-6311
Councilmember Jennifer Fitzgerald
jenniferf@cityoffullerton.com
Councilmember Jesus Silva
jesuss@cityoffullerton.com
714-738-6311
Councilmember Bruce Whitaker
bwwhitaker@live.com
714-981-8474
After election results are certified
and he is seated on the Council:
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra
council@cityoffullerton.com
***This important decision will be
made by Councilmembers Silva, Zahra,
Fitzgerald, and Whitaker. Chaffee and
Sebourn will no longer be on the Council
after the election is certified and new
Councilmembers are sworn in and seated
on December 4. That is when the vacancy occurs.
This issue should come up for a vote at
the December 18 council meeting.
All contact information has been
included as the exact timing of this
change is uncertain and all councilmembers should be contacted.
Thank you,
D. Vena Fullerton
34-year Fullerton resident
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REST IN PEACE • WE REMEMBER YOU

LaVonne I. Virbila
Longtime Fullerton resident LaVonne
Virbila died at her home on November
13, 2018. She was 95. A Nebraskan who
grew up on a farm, LaVonne wasn’t much
for girl’s work like peeling potatoes or
plucking chickens. She wanted to be outside working with her brothers. A high
school graduate at 15, she taught in oneroom schoolhouses until she heard on the
radio that the Marine Corps was recruiting women during WWII.
She didn’t get her dream job—driving
generals around Europe (Never mind that
she didn’t know how to drive). Her assignment was in Washington, D.C., teaching
English by mail to young soldiers overseas. Her future husband, John P. Virbila,
sat right behind her. He taught math.
They married in 1946 in Connecticut. A
daughter, Sherry Irene, was born the next
year and a second daughter, Kay
LaVonne, 3-1/2 years later in Nebraska.
In 1955, the family moved to Fullerton
and LaVonne fell in love with California
and the ocean. An obsessive reader all her
life, she visited the Fullerton Public
Library often and always had a stack of
books beside her bed.
When her daughters were young, the
neighborhood kids all came over to
play—and for her homemade doughnuts
rolled in sugar and especially for her giant
chocolate chip cookies. When she retired
in 1991, a few years after her husband
died, her fellow employees at Cal State
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Floyd W. Allen

Fullerton, where she was an admissions
counselor for teacher education programs,
chipped in to buy her a ticket to Hawaii.
Through the years, she continued to read
widely, treasured her two grandkids and
lived by herself up until she died, independent and feisty to the very end.
She will be greatly missed by her daughters Sherry Irene Virbila and Kay
LaVonne Virbila, her grandchildren Gabe
Virbila and Madalena Virbila and her
great grandchild Brock Barre. A short
service was held at Riverside National
Cemetery on November 26.
In lieu of flowers, contributions can be
made to https://foundationforwomenwarriors.org which supports women veterans.

Brenda Lee Kerns Lidikay
Brenda Lee Kerns Lidikay, born Oct. 7, 1961 in Pueblo, Colorado and passed away
Nov. 10, 2018 in Fullerton.
She graduated from North High School, Torrance. That summer she enlisted with
the U.S. Navy; served in Solomons, Maryland. In addition she assisted in aiding First
Responders with Disaster Communications Service in the Carson area. She was a member of the Mojave Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution. Services were held
at her church in Placentia with burial at Loma Vista Cemetery, Fullerton.
She is survived by her parents, Ruth & Rudy Govorchin; her identical twin sister,
Linda Dee La Valley (Dennis); and her children, Thomas and Jennifer Lidikay.

Floyd W. Allen was born in Miller,
South Dakota on July 24, 1929 and
passed away October 30, 2018 in
Fullerton.
He graduated from North Hollywood
High School and joined the Air Force
where he taught radar school in Biloxi,
MS for four years. He then studied at
UCLA, earning a degree in Electronic
Engineering.
Floyd worked in aerospace for many
years, retiring from Hughes Aircraft. He
then began his second career as an
enrolled agent preparing tax returns.
He was active in the community, serving with the Radio Club, Boards of
Kiwanis, Fullerton Library Foundation,

and various committees in the First
Methodist Church.
He enjoyed traveling, jazz, and a good
glass of wine. Floyd was active in the
California Air National Guard for many
years, retiring with the rank of Lt.
Colonel.
He is survived by his wife of 63 years,
Maxine, daughters Nancy Prokopchuk
and Janet Oak, four grandchildren, and
two great grandchildren.
He was buried at Riverside National
Cemetery in a private service. A celebration of Floyd’s life will be held in the
future. In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Fullerton First United
Methodist Church Foundation.

Tribute to Charlene Marie Riggins (1951-2018)
Dear Fullerton Observer Editors,
In the Mid November edition of your
invaluable progressive newspaper, you
printed a beautiful photo and obituary for
Charlene Marie Riggins (1951-2018). I
would like to supplement the obituary
with information both of a professional
and personal nature.
In regards to the former, it
merits noting that Charlene
was the co-author of two books
that appeared in the Michi
Nishiura and Walter Weglyn
Multicultural
Publication
Series that I edited for the
Lawrence de Graaf Center for
Oral and Public History at
California State University,
Fullerton. The first of these
books, co-authored with Miguel A.
Garcia, appeared in 2007 under the title
of Forgotten Patriots: Voices of World War II
Mexican American Veterans of Southern
California. The second book, co-authored
by Robert A. Johnson, was published in
2009 and titled A Different Shade of
Orange: Voices of Orange County,
California, Black Pioneers. Both of these
books were the very first to address their
respective topics.
On a personal note, I want to publicly
acknowledge that on January 15, 2017,
Charlene saved my life. On that day I was
making presentations at the Orange
County Agricultural and Nikkei Heritage
Museum, located in the Fullerton

Orangethorpe
Christian
Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor

Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE
FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

Arboretum at Cal State Fullerton, to individuals and organizations who had rendered heroic services to the Orange
County Japanese American community in
connection with their unjust World War
II uprooting and incarceration experience.
Sitting in the audience at this event,
Charlene observed that I
had removed my jacket
and then sat down in a
chair to continue my commentary. Accordingly, she
then called 911, so that
when I wound up my
remarks, I was confronted
by paramedics, campus
police, and members of
the
Fullerton
Fire
Department.
Thereafter I was taken
by ambulance to St. Jude's Hospital. En
route I suffered a heart attack that
required quadruple by-pass surgery.
Had it not been for Charlene's keen
observing of tell-tale signs of a failing
heart and taking proper steps to address
this dire situation, I would surely have
died. I owe my life to Charlene.
On the day that I was recognizing heroic actions, she was engaged in taking them
on my behalf. Thank you so very much,
Charlene!
Art Hansen
Professor Emeritus, History and Asian
American Studies, California State
University, Fullerton
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2018
ANSWER KEY
to the puzzle
on page 7:
“GO-BETWEEN”

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
grew up in Fullerton.
She and her husband
are raising their
family here. She has
been contributing puzzles to the Fullerton
Observer since 2014.

Volunteers fill boxes for shipping around the world.

Samaritan’s Purse Opens in Town
by Jere Greene
Samaritan's Purse, an international
relief organization, has opened a 67,950
square foot warehouse in Fullerton. The
warehouse will serve as the processing
center for the organization’s annual
Shoebox project which delivers gift-filled
shoeboxes to over 146 million children in
more than 100 countries.
It will also serve as a year-round warehouse and offices for Samaritan’s Purse US
Disaster Response. Tractor trailers and

supplies will be kept at the location for
easy response to disasters on the West
Coast. The new warehouse (former TT
Electronics) is located at 4200 Bonita
Place in Fullerton. There are 7 other centers around the US.
The evangelical Christian organization
is run by the late Bill Graham’s son
Franklin who serves as president.
Connect with the organization by calling 714-432-7030 or by email to occwestcoast@samaritan.org.

Two New Laws End Police Secrecy
Co-sponsored by the California News
Publishers Association and the ACLU, SB
1421 and AB 748, recently signed into
law by Governor Brown, will for the first
time require public access to records,
including video recordings, of officer
involvement in violent encounters with
suspects and others they deal with.
SB 1421 requires, “notwithstanding any
other law,” disclosure of, “certain peace
officer or custodial officer personnel
records and records relating to specified
incidents, complaints, and investigations
involving peace officers and custodial officers to be made available for public
inspection pursuant to the California
Public Records Act.” AB 748 requires a

VETERANS CRISIS HOTLINE
(800) 273 8255

video or audio recording that relates to an
incident involving a peace officer’s use of
force, or involving a violation of law or
agency policy by a peace officer, to be
made public, but withheld for 45 calendar
days, subject to extensions, if disclosure
would substantially interfere with an
active investigation.

Volunteer/Intern Sought
Marketing Graphic Design
The position is an unpaid internship
with the City of Fullerton’s Parks and
Recreation Department. Utilizing your
artistic abilities you will create marketing
materials advertizing events and programs
that will be distributed to the public. Ideal
candidate is familiar with relevant computer programs. 12-15 hours weekly.
Apply online at www.cityoffullerton.com

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call (714) 525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides space
for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide valid
licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any
ad not considered suitable for our family
newspaper.
The cost of a classified is $10 for 50
words or less per issue. Payment is by
check only. Items and services that are
free and lost and found items and lost pet
listings are printed for free as space allows.
The Observer assumes no liability for
ads placed here. However, if you have a

FOR SALE

AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry,
or Nutrilite products
please call Jean (714) 349-4486.
ELECTRIC TYPEWRITER

Brand new, never used, Royal Electric
Typewriter (paid $250) will sell for $150
or best offer. I am donating the proceeds
to the firefighters who fought the recent
fires. Contact (657) 248-8572 and leave a
message with your number for a call back.

‘72 VOLKSWAGEN
BUG
1972 Volkswagen Bug
with all Mechanical papers
for sale. $5,000.

HYBRID DENTURES
While removable partial and full
dentures work well to replace groups
of teeth or a few teeth scattered across
the lower or upper jaw, they have traditionally relied on adhesives to hold
them in place. These products work by
dramatically enhancing the coherence
between the denture and gum tissue
created by saliva alone. However, while
denture adhesives help prevent slippage, they cannot compete with “dental implants,” which anchor replacement teeth firmly in the jawbone.
There also is an option for denture
wearers in the form of “overdentures,”
which combine traditional denture
technology with modern advancements in dental implants. This

“hybrid” option utilizes dental
implants to anchor dentures securely
in place to provide stronger biting
ability that inspires confidence. As is
the case with implants, overdentures
work to prevent bone shrinkage,
which often compromises the fit of
ordinary dentures.
If one or more of your teeth have
been lost to damage or decay, prompt
attention with hybrid dentures,
removable full and partial dentures,
implants, or other methods of repair
will prevent additional, perhaps bigger
and more painful problems later on.
For technologically advanced and
personalized care for all members of
your family, call us.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092
www.paulnelsondental.com

Call (562) 598-5104

complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at (714) 525-6402.
Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to
inquire about business licenses.
For contractor license verification go to
the California State Contractor License
Board website at www.cslb.ca.gov.

HOME REPAIR

LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Fences, Gates, Patio Covers
CSLB #744432.
Free estimates (714) 272-8702

EMPLOYMENT
CITY
JOB OPENINGS
(updated December 1, 2018)

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on the
“Apply” link or visit Fullerton City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
Building Inspector I/II
Full Time $4,716-$6,435/monthly
Parks & Recreation Coordinator
$3,629-$4,632/monthly Full Time.
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A History of the Fullerton Observer
This abbreviated history leaves a lot out, including many key contributors over the years
to the present, but gives you an idea how the Fullerton Observer was started and
continues as a collaboration of local citizen volunteers and the importance of a local independent newspaper.
by Jesse La Tour
This year marks the 40th anniversary of
the Fullerton Observer, which was founded
in 1978 by a group of citizens led by
Ralph Kennedy as editor. In honor of this
milestone, we decided to take a look back
at the history of our hometown paper—at
some of its key contributors as well as
issues the paper has covered over the years
based on a series of interviews with some
of its founding members.

Ralph and Natalie Kennedy
In order to understand the Fullerton
Observer, one must understand something
about its two principal founders—the late
Ralph and Natalie Kennedy.
Ralph was an aerospace engineer who,
beginning in the late 1950s, became
increasingly involved in civil rights and
social justice movements along with his
wife Natalie, who was a school teacher.
It all started with housing discrimination. Back in the 1950s in Fullerton,
before fair housing laws, it was common
for neighborhoods to have racially restrictive housing covenants which prevented
non-white people from buying or selling
houses. “There were restrictions that said
that no ‘negroes’ or people of color, or
‘orientals’ could buy homes or live in the
neighborhood, with the exception of servants,” recalls Rusty Kennedy, Ralph and
Natalie’s son, who is also a founder.
Sensing unfairness, Natalie went door
to door, with the couple’s children in tow,
collecting signatures to drop the deed
restriction in their neighborhood. They
were successful and the Chins become one
of the first Chinese families in Fullerton.
The Kennedys and others went on to
found the Fullerton Fair Housing
Council, which later became the Orange
County Fair Housing Council.
As the 1960s rolled around, Ralph and
Natalie became increasingly involved in
the Civil Rights movement.
“As a kid, I remember sitting in meetings,” remembers Rusty, “They would
have meetings to talk about fair housing,
civil rights, United Farm Workers and
supporting the grape boycott, about the
Bracero Program, all kinds of topics.”
Fullerton in the 1960s was not exactly a
hotbed of progressive social movements.
Rather, this was a very conservative town
with an active John Birch Society, and so
the Kennedys and their more progressive
friends tended to stick out.

The Founding of the Paper
As an outgrowth of their involvement in
civil rights and social movements, Ralph
and Natalie started to get involved in local
politics. “In the 70s, we were successful in
getting some more diverse people on the
city council,” recalls Rusty, “We elected
people like Luis Velasquez, the first Latino
on City Council, Frances Wood the first
woman Councilmember, and Bob Ward,
an early advocate for open space in
Coyote Hills.”
Eventually, Ralph ran for city council.
Things were looking good; however, a
week before the election the Fullerton
Daily News Tribune (the town’s only newspaper at the time), ran a scandalous and
untrue article saying that the OCDA was
investigating Ralph for voter fraud.
Though the Tribune printed a retraction
after the election, the damage had been
done. So, after the unsuccessful city council campaign, Ralph and his progressive
friends re-grouped and had the conversation of “What can we do?”

“The idea of starting an independent
newspaper grew out of the sense that an
important part of a strong democratic system is to have a free and independent
press,” says Rusty, “So, the Fullerton
Observer grew out of that.”

A Team Effort
Each member of the new all-volunteer
newspaper had their own area of expertise
and interest and reported on those areas.
Some of these early contributors included
Barbara Johnson, Jim and Nadene Ivens,
Roy and Irene Kobayashi, Marti Schrank,
Rusty Kennedy, Bill Gann, and later the
Harloes, the Standrings, the Cooneys,
Mary Graves, Diane Nielen and more. For
the crew the paper was a labor of love.
Bill Gann, a junior high school journalism teacher, donated his expertise and
labor. In those early pre-digital days, the
paper had to be typed and laid out by
hand. Headlines were “rubbed on” letter
by letter.
Rusty made the light table that was used
to lay out the paper out of a shower door,
wood from the garage, and a fluorescent
light. Layout for the Observer happened in
the Kennedys’ garage.
“The garage was such a small space, so
we’d all sit in there drinking coffee. I think
we talked more than we worked,” recalls
Irene Kobayashi, “It was a get-together.”
Barbara Johnson, who would go on to
co-found Fullerton Interfaith Emergency
Services (now Pathways of Hope) used to
type all of the stories in columns, which
were then waxed into the layout.
“In 1978, we were still on the typewriter, no computers around,” recalls
Barbara, “My volunteer job was to type. I
was good at typing…It was very tedious;
you had to be very patient.”
Barbara hand-typed every issue for the
first ten years of the Observer’s existence.
For a time, she used the typesetting
machine at The Azteca newspaper in Santa
Ana. She recalls once accidentally being
locked in the room while the Azteca staff
went to lunch. “Fortunately, they came
back. You can see why we were so overjoyed to get a real computer—when
Ralph got an Apple Macintosh,” remembers Barbara.

Distribution
Founding members Roy and Irene
Kobayashi are the longest-running contributors to the paper. Roy was, for many
years, the main distributor. In the early
days of the Observer, the paper was delivered house to house by volunteers.
“We did it like that for a while, until
one day Ralph and I got together and
thought maybe we should try to expand
the circulation by asking stores, restaurants, the barbershop, and the library, to
put racks in their establishments.
Surprisingly they said, ‘Go ahead.’ And so
we started delivering that way, and the circulation went way up,” Roy remembers.
The paper started with a small circulation once a month. Now, it goes out to
10,000 households twice a month, plus
has a vibrant online presence.
“There was a lot of volunteerism that
came into it,” said Rusty, “My mom
would cook a nice meal for an annual
party.” As the newspaper’s editor, Ralph
Kennedy did a lot of writing—attending
city meetings and interviewing folks to get
a good sense of the important issues the
community was facing. Ralph would also
recruit people to join the all volunteer
staff of the Observer.
In addition to covering local political

A gathering of some of the early Observers in a photo taken by Ralph.
and social issues, the Fullerton Observer
has always tried to shine a light on local
culture and community events that might
otherwise be overlooked.
Aimee Aul began volunteering for the
paper in 1979 as a high school senior.
“Ralph put me on the Arts and Culture
beat. I would get free tickets to Fullerton
Civic Light Opera, stuff like that,” recalls
Aul, who created the Observer’s
Community Calendar section—which let
the community know about local cultural
events in an era before the internet.
“You need to have a local newspaper to
make people feel like they’re a part of
more than just a city, but a real community,” said Aul.

Passing the Torch
In 1997, Ralph called his daughter
Sharon, the free-spirited artist of the family, who had been living in Monterey, and
gave her the news: he’d been diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer and had months to
live. He asked her to come home to
Fullerton and help with the newspaper.
“My kids were grown and out of the

house, so I came to Fullerton, opened an
art studio on W. Santa Fe, and began
working on the paper,” recalls Sharon.
During the year Ralph battled cancer,
he taught Sharon how to run the paper.
Before Ralph died in 1998, he made
Sharon editor, though she refused to take
the title until after he was gone.
“At the end he spoke to each family
member. His message to me was to take
care of my mother and continue the
paper,” said Sharon.
The transition from Ralph to Sharon
was hard at times. Some folks dropped
out, others started writing for the News
Tribune, which was owned by the OC
Register’s parent company. But most of the
key contributors stayed on.
“The paper needed a person to pull
together all the loose edges and it turned
out I was able to fill that role thanks to
help from my mother Natalie, sister-inlaw Anita, brother Rusty, Diane, the
Ivens, the Kobayashis, and many others.
My daughter Saskia also moved to town
and developed the advertising and bookkeeping departments,” says Sharon.

A PASSION FOR JUSTICE AND FAIRNESS
From its very inception, the Fullerton
Observer has been a progressive newspaper
with a passion for social justice in a historically conservative area. Here are some of
the key issues the Observer has been
instrumental in covering over the years:
McColl Toxic Dump Site. Neighbors
living around an old oil dump site complained for years of strange smells and illnesses. They were ignored by city officials,
but through the coverage by the Observer
and help from then State Senator Tom
Hayden, the EPA got involved and found
huge levels of contaminants. This led to a
Superfund cleanup, which the oil companies were made to pay for.
Save Coyote Hills. Ralph and friends
started CHOOSE and got Bob Ward,
later a city councilmember, interested in
saving open space in Fullerton’s northwest
hills, an issue which continues to be carried on for the past 20 years by Angela
Lindstrom and the Friends of Coyote
Hills, who are still going through the
courts to force the city to pay attention to
the public’s Measure W vote.
Affordable Housing. The Observer has
always covered issues of affordable housing. For example, it took a lawsuit against
the city to force council to use funds to
create affordable housing which resulted
in the City Lights project being built
downtown for very low income people.
Conagra Flour Mill. The Observer covered efforts by neighbors to oppose the
construction of a massive flour mill at
Malvern and Gilbert (across from
Amerige Heights). The neighbors fought
city hall and gathered proof that the three
silos each as high as the Matterhorn,
would pollute the air, and would bring
only 5 jobs to Fullerton. As a result, the
council majority changed their votes.
The Fullerton Museum Plaza & Park.
A group of Observers, led by Fred Mason,
opposed Fullerton’s plan to build high rise

office buildings on the areas adjacent to
the Fullerton Museum Center. They came
up with alternative of a plaza and park
and convinced the council majority of the
time that this was a better idea.
Union Pacific Park Cleanup: SoCal
Gas was ordered to clean up its former gas
plant location in Fullerton and the adjacent park site on Truslow. Neighbors
asked the Cal EPA to test the site, they
found a huge amount of pollutants, and
ordered the park closed and fenced. The
clean up involved removing many cubic
tons of contaminated soil. SoCal Gas lost
its lawsuit against the city trying to get out
of paying for the clean up.
Saving The Fox Theater. Judith
Kaluzny wrote an article reporting that
then Mayor Dick Jones had suggested that
the Fox be burned down. Chuck Estes
wrote a letter to the paper taking down
the mayor and suggesting it be restored
instead. His letter attracted mover and
shaker Jane Reifer who created a volunteer
organization (and later founded The
Historic Theater Foundation) to save the
theater against city and chamber of commerce objections at that time. She and the
volunteers were able to match the $1 million the city required to go forward with
the restoration idea.
The Fullerton Observer became a way to
keep concerned residents informed on
what’s happening with important issues
that they could, and can, get involved in
to create a better community. The paper
has strived to be a check on the powerful
that Ralph envisioned back in 1978.
Roy Kobayashi remembers, “When
Ralph proposed the idea of starting the
paper, I thought, ‘That’s a good idea, but
I don’t think it’s going to last for more
than a year.’ I thought it would just fade
away. But now, after 40 years, we’re still
going strong.”

