
The Armory cold weather emergency
homeless shelter operated by the non-profit
Mercy House will open for the winter
months on December 17th. Two hundred
shelter beds are offered nightly, when the
facility is not being used by the Army.
This decision was made in response to two

Federal Court cases, Orange County
Catholic Worker v. County of Orange and
Martin v. City of Boise which state that, if no
shelter beds are available, a city is prevented
from enforcing local ordinances regarding
overnight camping in parks and public
spaces. 
No enforcement could lead to homeless

encampments like the previous ones at the
Hunt Branch Library and the Santa Ana
Riverbed.
In an effort to alleviate safety concerns of

neighbors, the city has added new opera-
tional requirements to include no walk-up
traffic (shuttle buses from other locations are
now required); enhanced intake and assess-
ment services to start the process to get indi-
viduals permanently off the streets; and reim-
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ROOM AT THE ARMORY by Jesse La Tour
continued on page 2

OCDA Charges Fullerton Police Chief, Captain, and Council Candidate
Chief & Captain Charged
Former Fullerton Police Chief David

Hendricks and Fullerton Police Capitan
Thomas Oliveras were charged on Dec.
7th by the OC District Attorney with bat-
tery on an emergency medical technician,
and resisting and obstructing an officer,
stemming from an August 24th, 2018 inci-
dent that happened at a concert in Irvine
while they were both off duty. 
Hendricks, who has since been allowed

to retire from his Fullerton post, is accused
of pushing two EMTs as they attempted to
provide treatment to a woman (who
turned out to be Hendricks wife.) Oliveras,
who is also seeking retirement, is accused
of putting one EMT in a headlock. 
Irvine police officers responded to the

scene and the defendants are accused of

obstructing and delaying the investigation.
The two will be arraigned at 8:30am on
January 9th at Dept H-8, Harbor Justice
Center, Newport Beach. If convicted
Hendricks, 47, faces a maximum sentence
of three years in county jail. If convicted,
Oliveras, 50, faces a maximum sentence of
two years in county jail. Senior Deputy DA
Jeffrey Moore, Special Prosecutions, is
prosecuting the cases.

Council Candidate Charged
The OC District Attorney charged for-

mer council candidate Paulette Chaffee
with two misdemeanor counts of petty
theft on Dec 7. Chaffee is accused of steal-
ing two election signs labeling her as a "car-
petbagger" in her run for the fifth district
Fullerton city council seat. She was caught

in the act on surveillance video and a for-
mal complaint was made to Fullerton
Police and directly to the OCDA by Tony
Bushala who erected the signs.
Her arraignment will be held at 8:30am

on December 18 at Dept N-8 North
Justice Center in Fullerton. If convicted
she faces a maximum sentence of one year
in county jail.
Paulette Chaffee's name remained on the

Nov. 6th ballot though she announced,
after the video came out, that she had sus-
pended her campaign. She had been criti-
cized for claiming she had moved to a one-
bed apartment in District 5 from the
District 2 four-bed home she shares with
her husband, then Fullerton's mayor (now
elected to the OC Board of Supervisors), in
order to qualify as a resident candidate of
District 5.

First Night Fullerton
December 31

The 27th annual First Night New
Year’s Eve Party begins at 7pm on
Monday December 31st and ends with
a firework show at midnight. The event
includes free live bands and entertain-
ment. Admission is also free. 
Booths will offer activities for all

ages, rides, and food for a fee. 
The annual alcohol-free family

friendly event is sponsored by the city
on the streets of Downtown Fullerton.
Everyone is welcome to join in the fun.
Call the Fullerton Museum Center at

(714) 738-6545 with questions.

Coyote Hills Update
JUDGES SIDESTEP

CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUE
by Angela Lindstrom

The 4th District Court of Appeals side-
stepped the people's referendum right
issue when it ruled against  the Friends of
Coyote Hills on their Measure W lawsuit
on December 6, 2018. 

The judges framed
this lawsuit more nar-
rowly as a business
contract between
Chevron-PCH and
the City of Fullerton
even though the sub-
ject of the 2012
Measure W referen-
dum, the West Coyote
Hills Development
Agreement, was codi-
fied through a City
ordinance which is
subject to referendum.

The City wrote the West Coyote Hills
development approvals so that if the
Development Agreement was terminated,
the other approvals such as the General
Plan amendment, Specific Plan, and even
the Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
would be overturned.

District 5: Fullerton’s first District 5 Councilmember Ahmad Zahra (at center) with friends at the December 6th council meeting 
where he and new District 3 Councilmember Jesus Silva were inducted. PHOTO BY EVA AREVALO See story on page 4

assessment services as a means to quickly determine the best next-step housing, place-
ment and needed medical or supportive services for a homeless individual.  A
Navigation Center is designed to be a first-step approach to helping an individual get
off the street, and as quickly as possible get out of traditional sheltering into a more sta-
ble and supportive environment.
These proposed “Navigation Centers” will be funded by $12.1 million from the State

Homeless Emergency Aid Program. For more information visit the Homeless Solutions
webpage at www.cityoffullerton.com/homeless.                   See page 11 for related story

bursement for security patrols in the
neighborhoods around the armory and
adjacent parks.
“As we move forward with solutions to

homelessness, Fullerton and the North
Orange County cities are best served by
having the Armory open to provide alter-
native shelter for those in need,” stated
Fullerton City Manager, Ken Domer.
While no permanent homeless shelters

are planned to be built in Fullerton, the
city will have access to two planned shel-
ters in Buena Park and Placentia called
“Navigation Centers” which are scheduled
to be opened by 2019.
A Navigation Center combines

overnight sheltering with intake and

The Friends
of Coyote
Hills have
until Jan. 15,
to file 
a petition 
to the State
Supreme
Court.
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• 182,650

• 4,563
• 2,417

• $4.690
Trillion

WAR COSTS in Life & Money
IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

Civilians killed by violence  www.iraqbodycount.org (12/15/2018)

US soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 12/01/2018) 

US soldiers killed in Afghanistan (12/15/2018) www.icasualties.org

Cost of  wars Since 2001 www.nationalpriorities.org (12/15/2018) 
(rounded down) 

EVERY HOUR US taxpayers 
are paying over $32 million 
for total costs of war. 

What Can We Do With this Money Instead?

The Friends of Coyote Hills sued the
City of Fullerton after it gave final vesting
rights to Chevron-Pacific Coast Homes in
2015, despite the people's successful refer-
endum which should have terminated the
Development Agreement.
The appeals court ruled that while the

Development Agreement was approved
through an ordinance, the City and
Chevron had the final say on whether it
would be terminated even after a referen-
dum because that was what they wrote in
the Development Agreement.  The peo-
ple's referendum veto was therefore moot.
Since the City and Chevron chose not to
terminate the Development Agreement
after the referendum, the other develop-
ment approvals stand.
While it's not surprising that the appel-

late court avoided ruling on a constitu-
tional matter, this case leaves the door
open for the City of Fullerton and other
California cities to write ordinances that
deprive people their referendum veto, a
right granted by our state's constitution.  
In recent years, the State Supreme

Court has overruled Orange County
courts when cities overstep their powers to
make land use decisions at the cost of peo-
ple's right to participate.

In December 2016, the California
Supreme Court unanimously sided with
the citizens of Orange to reaffirm decades
of well-established planning law that sup-
ports the right of voters to use the referen-
dum process to challenge local land use
decisions.
In March, 2017, the California State

Supreme Court sided with the Banning
Ranch Conservancy against the City of
Newport Beach.  The Orange County
Register reported that "The case hinged on
a simple question: Did the city of
Newport Beach violate its own municipal
ordinance in 2012 when city planners
approved development at Banning Ranch,
even though voters in the city had previ-
ously said they wanted the land to remain
open space?"
The Friends of Coyote Hills have until

January 15, 2019 to file a petition to the
State Supreme Court to review this case.
A generous donor has already kickstart-

ed a $20,000 challenge grant to support
the Friends of Coyote Hills' continued
effort to save Coyote Hills and preserve
the public vote. 
If you can make a donation please go to

the Friends of Coyote Hills website at
www.coyotehillls.org or call 657-325-0725.

Coyote Hills Update continued from frontpage

Orange County is home to over
120,000 veterans. The OC Board of
Supervisors unanimously approved trans-
ferring a parcel of open land to the
Orange County Cemetery District. 
The 2,500-acre site in Anaheim Hills is

located near the intersection of the 91
freeway and the 241 toll road in District
3, represented by former OC Supervisor
Todd Spitzer (who was just elected OC
District Attorney).

The cemetery deed specifies that the
property must be developed within 10
years and include at least 50% of the bur-
ial space reserved for veterans. A goal is to
have the property designated as a national
veteran’s cemetery, which requires state
and federal approval. The OC Cemetery
District will have the funding to create the
cemetery in stages as it is currently debt-
free and has $8 million in reserves.

OC Board of Supervisors Approves Parcel 
in Anaheim Hills for Veterans Cemetery

by Jesse La Tour

At the December 10 Brea School Board
meeting, three of the five board members
gave direction to the superintendent to
change the name of Fanning Elementary
School over allegations and evidence that
William Fanning, the school’s namesake,
was a member of the Ku Klux Klan in the
1920s.
The efforts to re-name Fanning began

last year with organizing efforts of a group
called “Re-Name Fanning” led by Michael
Rodriguez, an ethnic studies and history
teacher, and Kris Percy, a family doctor in
Brea.
The evidence that William Fanning was

a member of the Ku Klux Klan comes
from a 1924 list of 1200
Orange County Klan mem-
bers that is at the Anaheim
Heritage Center and at the
Library of Congress.
Additionally, in an inter-
view conducted by Cal
State Fullerton’s Center for
Oral and Public History,
Fanning’s son Karl talked
about going to a Klan rally
with his parents in the
1920s.
Notably, according to

this same evidence, many
Fullerton civic leaders
joined the Ku Klux Klan in
the 1920s, including Superintendent of
Schools Louis Plummer.
Percy discussed the historical context of

racism in the 1920s and 1930s, when Brea
was a ‘Sundown Town’ where African-
Americans were not allowed to be in the
city after dark (as documented in the
book Sundown Towns by sociologist James
Loewen), and Mexican-American stu-
dents were treated as second-class citizens,
as evidenced by the recent exhibit at the
Brea Museum, “A Class Action: The
Struggle for School Desegregation in
California.”
“The taint of a de facto segregated era is

not in keeping with the vibrant, diverse
community that Brea has become. We can
recognize Mr. Fanning’s achievements and
positive attributes while choosing a new
name for the school which reflects our val-
ues as a multicultural city of the world in
2018,” she said.
Rodriguez said that this issue is not just

about history but about the continuing
threat of racism even today.
“We started organizing the Re-Name

Fanning campaign last August after the
“Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville,
where a Neo-Nazi killed Heather Hyer
and injured over 30 other people. Today,
this racism is being normalized once
again,” said Rodriguez, “So, it’s still a

problem today, and that’s why
it needs to be addressed.”
A few members of the pub-

lic, including Brea City
Council member Steve
Vargas, argued against chang-
ing the name.
Board Member Paul Ruiz

opposed the name change,
saying, “I cannot find any-
thing except this man being a
great advocate for this city—
building our schools.” Board
Member Carrie Flanders said
she was undecided on the
issue. Board Member Keri
Kropke said that she support-
ed changing the name.

“Whether or not we agree on the facts,
what we know for certain is that we’re still
quagmired in this, and I believe we need
to lead our school out,” said Kropke.
Council Member Nicole Colon, whose

kids went to Fanning, also supported a
name change. The final decision came
down to Board President Gail Lyons, who
said she supported the name change.
“For me, it is about these kids and

future kids, staff, students, the families
that are in Fanning,” said Lyons. 
The official vote will likely come before

the board in January.

Board Gives Direction To Re-Name 
Fanning Elementary School 

Over Connection to Ku Klux Klan

“The taint of 
a de facto 

segregated era 
is not in 

keeping with 
the vibrant,
diverse 

community 
that Brea has
become.” 

--Kris Percy

Volunteers have worked for 40 years to save West Coyote Hills in Fullerton as an open
space park rather than see it become a 760-unit housing development. -PHOTO IRA MCNABB
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by Hosam Elattar
www.dailytitan.com

Titans got connected with their senators
on Monday to express concerns about
migrants at the southern border as part of
a phone bank held on Titan Walk.
Cal State Fullerton students were

encouraged to call Senators Kamala
Harris and Dianne Feinstein to tell the
United States government to stop the mil-
itarization of the border,
deportation and detention
of immigrants, as well as to
respect the rights of
migrants who seek asylum
in the U.S.
Heather Noel, a kinesiol-

ogy major, said she called
Feinstein to tell the govern-
ment to stop the unethical
use of force to deter people
from crossing the border.
“We’re kind of the next

generation and we’re the
only people who can do
something about it. Lately
students haven’t been act-
ing, so just simply calling is one way to get
the senators to do something about it,”
she said.
Diversity Resilience Education Access

Movement Co-Operation (D.R.E.A.M.
Co-Op), a student organization that
advocates for the rights of DACA stu-
dents, and the Fullerton Collegiate
League of United Latin American Citizens
Council hosted the phone bank.
The League of United Latin American

Citizens Council is a student organization
that advocates for the civil rights of the
Latin American community.
The event was held due to concerns

over the treatment of migrants at the
Tijuana border a few weeks ago when
migrant men, women and children from
Central America seeking U.S. asylum
were tear-gassed by the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection agency.
“These are immigrants trying to seek

asylum because of political climates and
social climates and economical climates
that are happening right down in Central
America, that’s why we need to help out.

We know that we have the resources here
in the US, why not help out?” said Jesus
Rojas, a member of D.R.E.A.M. Co-Op
and vice president for the League of
United Latin American Citizens Council.
Third-year Beatriz Villarreal, the parlia-

mentarian for the council, said a phone
bank allows anyone to participate and
grants everyone a chance for their voice to
be heard.
“CSUF, being a Hispanic-serving insti-

tution, knows this crisis is hitting close to
home especially to the
undocumented students,”
she said.
About 41 percent of the

students enrolled at CSUF
were Hispanic in fall
2017, according to a
CSUF fact sheet.
In April 2014, CSUF

was the first university in
the Cal State system to
open a DREAM center
and take a public stance in
favor of providing safe and
supportive education for
undocumented students.
Rojas said he is certain

there is at least one family member of a
CSUF student in the caravan because of
the number of undocumented and Latino
students who attend the university.
“It’s important for CSUF students to

get involved with that because that’s our
community,” Rojas said. “Whether they’re
related or not, those are our people, that’s
our heritage, our culture, they’re bringing
that with them. As CSUF students, we’re
supposed to help one another.”
Those interested in calling their repre-

sentatives in support of the group’s mis-
sion can reach Feinstein at (310) 914-
7300 or Harris at (310) 231-4494.
Other student organizations like the

Association for InterCultural Awareness
have announced plans to drive to the bor-
der and donate non-perishable food,
clothes, blankets, hygiene products and
baby clothes to the migrants.
“We shouldn’t see the people as

migrants,” Villarreal said. “They’re human
and they deserve equal rights, human
rights and an equal chance at a better
future.”

Phone bank offers Titans chance 
to speak on immigration

LOCAL NEWS

Those interested
in calling their
representatives
in support 
of the group’s
mission can
reach Feinstein

at 
(310) 914-7300 
or Harris at 

(310) 231-4494.

Faith, labor and community groups
were joined by a delegation from the
Korean Resource Center in Fullerton and
Los Angeles, at a demonstration on
December 10th at the San Diego/Tijuana
border. 
The civil disobedience action demand-

ed a just process for asylum seekers being
detained near the U.S.-Mexico border. 
Over 300 participants solemnly

marched the 2-mile stretch of the beach

near the International Friendship Park,
while border patrol ships surveilled the
scene and helicopters roared above the
demonstrators. 
A hundred of the multi-faith demon-

strators were arrested at the fence that sep-
arates the U.S. from Mexico. 
“We are out here to show that this is a

humanitarian crisis. To seek refuge and
apply for asylum is a human right,” said
KRC Campaign Coordinator Nara Kim.

Modifications to the U.S. - Vietnam
Repatriation Agreement currently being
discussed by the Trump/Pence
Administration’s Department of
Homeland Security could potentially
make over 8,500 individuals immediately
vulnerable to deportation. Many of these
community members came to the United
States as refugees, fleeing war and persecu-
tion, and have lived here peacefully for
decades.
65th District Assemblywoman Sharon

Quirk-Silva joins families in Orange

County in opposing any changes to the
agreement that would erode protections
currently afforded to Vietnamese immi-
grants, including a provision banning
deportation for those who entered the US
before July 12, 1995. “Southeast Asian
Communities should not be made to fear
being arrested and deported. The refugee
story in Orange County is proof that the
American Dream is alive and well. People
fleeing their home only for their safety,
and the safety of their children, should be
respected and not feared.”

Members of the Korean Resource Center in Fullerton traveled  to the
US/Mexico border to participate in a demonstration supporting asylum seekers.

IN SUPPORT OF ASYLUM SEEKERS photos by Yongho Kim

Quirk-Silva Calls On Trump Administration to
Honor U.S. - Vietnam Repatriation Agreement

At Left:
Nara Kim
(center) led 
a poongmul

group 
(traditional

Korean music) 
at the 

demonstration.

Below: Over
300 people
from various

faith and civic
groups 

gathered at 
the border in 
support of 

asylum seekers.



At their last meeting council voted
down a proposal to approve an “Exclusive
Negotiation Agreement” (ENA) with
Allen Christopher Corporation to create a
plan for the development of an upscale
boutique hotel on a 2.05-acre city-owned
parcel of land at the southeast corner of
East Santa Fe Avenue and South Pomona
in the Fullerton Transportation Center.
In a rare move, Mayor Chaffee (who

voted for the ENA) exercised his power to
bring the item back for re-consideration,
even though it had been defeated.
Chaffee said, “I see this as a tremendous

benefit for the city…what we have out
there is a dusty parking lot that not only
doesn’t yield any revenue—we have to pay
to maintain it. There are many benefits to
having a hotel, including a bed tax…it’s
going to bring back a lot of jobs if it can
be done…There’s no cronyism here,” said
Chaffee, who said he did not know the
developer. “ I want this for the benefit of
the city.”
Councilmember Fitzgerald, also voted

to support the ENA. 
Councilmember Silva, who voted

against the ENA last week, changed his
vote and supported it, noting that any
proposed project would come back before
council. “After talking to some experts, I
believe the best thing is to switch my vote
and approve this because I do want to see
something get started there,” said Silva.
Councilmember Whitaker, who voted

against the ENA, said, “We’ve heard a lot
from the public tonight about cronyism
or even the perception of cronyism, and I
think that’s really to be avoided. I think
we are a better destination for businesses if
we don’t play that game, if we’re fair-
handed in all of our dealings.”
During public comment, a number of

folks spoke against the ENA and said that
the council should instead put out an
open “Request for Proposals” to open the
door to competition.
“It’s not that we don’t understand what

an ENA is or that we don’t think a hotel
should be here, it’s that a lot of us don’t
like cronyism. We don’t like backdoor
deals,” said Joshua Ferguson.
“I too would like to see a competitive

process for this site,” said Matt Leslie,
“Why are we giving away a prime site to a
single person, no matter how good his
plan might be?”
Tony Bushala said, “You really should

not be voting on this tonight, Mayor
Chaffee. You’ve already voted to support
this development. You brought it back.
This is cronyism at its finest.”
Jane Reifer pointed out that JMI, the

developer who previously held an ENA
for this property, had as part of their
ENA, a requirement to put a bus station
on the ground floor of the property.
“It seems now that requirement has dis-

appeared. It’s not fair to not let the public
know if that’s the case,” said Reifer, “I
think if there’s an RFQ put out, people
can come up with their ideas of what
makes sense…So please let’s open this up
to everybody who would like a chance to
give us the best project we can in our
downtown.”
Teresa Harvey, president and CEO of

the North Orange County Chamber of
Commerce spoke in favor of the ENA.
Ultimately, the ENA passed 3-2

(Sebourn and Whitaker “no”).

•Dec. 18: Designation of a Recycling
Market Development Zone; Verizon Cell
Tower at 2470 W. Pioneer; Community
Facilities District special tax bond annual
accountability report; Comprehensive
annual Financial report for FY ended June
30, 2018; Review City Council Rules of
Procedure; Legislative Lobbying Update.
See full agendas  Fridays before the meet-
ing at www.cityoffullerton.com.
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
by Jesse La Tour

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video 

of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast 
at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon. 
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.

Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

December 6th City Council Meeting
(Next meeting Tuesday, December 18 at 6:30pm. 

Come see your local government in action!) 

Agenda Forecast

Before every public City Council meet-
ing, there is a “closed session” in which
council meets with parties outside the
view of the public. Although there were
no “closed session” items for the Dec. 4
meeting, City Attorney Richard Jones
gave a report on items discussed during
the November 20th closed session.
Council discussed the cases of former

Fullerton police officers Jay Cicinelli and
Joe Wolfe, both of whom were fired over
their involvement in the death of Kelly
Thomas. They have since sued the city to
get their jobs back, and on November
20th, council listened to evidence and
arguments relating to these cases and
voted 4-0-1 (Whitaker “abstain”) to adopt
findings prepared by the City Attorney
and directed the city “to notify the
employees.”

City Attorney Richard Jones explained
that the council had been asked by the
court to discuss the issue of potential bias
by the council when they made their deci-
sion to fire these officers. This is the sub-
ject of Cicinelli and Wolfe’s lawsuits,
which argue that certain council members
made biased statements prior to their
decision to terminate them.
The case continues to be litigated in the

Superior Court.
When asked about what action council

took, Kim Barlow of the City Attorney’s
office (who is the lead attorney in these
cases) said, “The Findings are not public.
At some point they may become part of
the court record. We will be advising the
Court of the Council's action and the
Court will then determine how to pro-
ceed.”

Fired Officers Suing to Get Jobs Back

At the last council meeting, there was
much discussion over proposed new regu-
lations regarding religious institutions
wishing to operate as homeless shelters.
During this meeting, council voted 3-2
(Silva and Whitaker “no”) to adopt the
new regulations, which allow 12 persons
to be sheltered at a religious institution
“within a habitable structure, either per-
manent or temporary, with access to rest-
rooms and subject to provision of onsite
management and security.”
Also, religious institutions wishing to

operate as shelters must sub-
mit an application at least 30
days prior to opening, “for the
purpose of review and
approval by the Community
Development, Police and Fire
Departments of proposed
operational, management and
security procedures.”
As at the previous meeting,

a number of members of the
public spoke against the new
regulations, arguing that they
will place unnecessary restric-
tions on churches like St.
Philip Benizi and St. Mary’s in
Fullerton, which allow homeless people to
sleep on their grounds overnight.
Harry Langenbacher said, “There is no

charity in this law. It is only a regulation
that will add a burden to the religious
institutions.”
Gail Bloom said that the new ordinance

“will add an unnecessary bureaucratic step
for churches in their ministry to help the
poor and homeless, what they have
already been doing safely and successfully
for decades…The faith community’s serv-
ice is much needed during this homeless
epidemic and should be supported, not
hindered, until more permanent support-
ive housing and other shelters are suffi-
cient to handle the crisis. Please vote no.”
Diane Vena urged council to listen to

what Barbara Johnson, co-founder of
Pathways of Hope and the Interfaith

Shelter Network said at the last meeting:
“As we celebrate over 30 years of success
with Interfaith Shelter Network, I do not
see the need for adopting any restrictive
code amendments.”
City Manger Ken Domer said that the

new ordinance simply “requires that
there’s actually some standards to provid-
ing shelter at a religious institution…
assisting the homeless to actually get off
the street vs. in some cases enabling them
to remain on the streets.” He added that it
was important to have a security plan so

that the surrounding neighbor-
hoods could feel safe.
“From a staff perspective, we

have to have something that is a
goal,” said Domer, “Without
anything in place, we can’t start
putting programs into place, or
allocating money or looking at
what we’re going to do in the
future. So this is the first step
towards that approach.”
Mayor Chaffee, who voted for

the new ordinance said that “it
establishes a process that eases
the ability of faith-based organ-
izations to establish a shelter.”

Councilmember Whitaker, who voted
against the new regulations, said “I think
in certain respects it might be right-head-
ed, but it still feels to be wrong-hearted.
We have the churches providing a neces-
sary mission of mercy, as is needed.”
Councilmember Silva, who also voted

against the ordinance said “I think we
need to wait to determine what kind of
funding is available so we can further sup-
port these churches that are going for-
ward.”
Mayor Protem Sebourn, who voted for

the ordinance, said that the new process
would help the Fullerton Police
Department’s homeless liaison officers to
“know who in the community is able to
help the homeless and be able to take
them there.”

New Regulations for Religious
Institutions Operating as Shelters

Near the end of the meeting, both out-
going councilmembers Doug Chaffee
(who has been elected to the OC Board of
Supervisors) and Greg Sebourn were hon-
ored for their service on the council.
Following the council rotation system

unanimous votes were cast for Jesus Silva,
the new District 3 representative, to be
Fullerton’s newest Mayor and Jennifer
Fitzgerald as Mayor Protem. 
“About 28 years ago when I moved into

Fullerton, I immediately took a liking to
the town. It’s what we call a ‘small-big’
town,” said Silva, who is a junior high
math teacher. “ Thank you very much for

electing and having the confidence in me.
New District 5 Councilmember Ahmad

Zahra, was also sworn in to office. Zahra
said, “You’ve bestowed upon me a really
sacred trust and I will do my best not do
disappoint. I would like to say to the vot-
ers of District 5, whether you voted for
me or not, you now have a voice and you
will be heard…I know that we have a lot
of challenges and what I’d like to do is
really work together so that we can over-
come these challenges, not by putting
each other down for our differences, but
by uplifting each other for the common
values of goodness that we share.”

New Councilmembers Installed

Allegations of “Cronyism” on Proposed Hotel

New Mayor: Fullerton’s new mayor Jesus Silva with some of his 
family members at the December 6 council meeting where he and newest Council

Member Ahmad Zahra were sworn in. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

“There is no
charity in 
this law. 
It is only a 
regulation 
that will add 
a burden to 
the religious
institutions.”

--Harry Langenbacher



In November Fullerton held its first
ever City Council elections by district.
Three candidates appeared on the ballot
for 3rd District voters, where Jesus Silva
prevailed with 53.5%, a majority of the
vote. 
But in the 5th District, as in many past

city-wide council elections with many
candidates running, the winner had only a
plurality of support. Ahmad Zahra fin-
ished first in a field of five candidates with
33.1% of the vote. 
Congratulations are due to both candi-

dates on their hard-fought campaign vic-
tories, but across the city, county and
country many voters are asking whether
or not a “winner take all system” where
candidates are elected to office with less
than half of the votes in a given election is
the most democratic way to hold elec-
tions.
In some cities, candidates

have been elected with
small percentages of the
vote—sometimes less than
10%—simply because there
has been a crowded field of
candidates in a race. Had
there been more candidates
in the District 3 election, it
seems doubtful that any of
them would have crossed
the 50% threshold.
Some local voters have suggested that a

runoff ought to be held to ensure that no
one is elected without receiving a majori-
ty of the vote, but runoff elections are
expensive, both for the city and the candi-
date, and simply extend the campaign sea-
son, making it even more costly to run for
office. 
How about an instant runoff built right

into the voting process used for a single

general election? It's called Ranked
Choice Voting (or sometimes Instant
Runoff Voting), and it's been used effec-
tively by municipalities in countries
around the world, by private organiza-
tions (like the Academy Awards), by many
colleges and universities, and even, in
some cases, by the U.S. military. 
According to Fair Vote, Ranked Choice

Voting (RCV) is currently used in some
form for government elections in cities in
six U.S. states, including Berkeley and
Oakland, CA, Santa Fe, NM, Telluride,
CO, and Minneapolis and St. Paul, MN.
RCV has been adopted, and is awaiting
implementation, in cities or counties in
four additional states, including
Memphis, TN, Las Cruces, NM,
Amherst, MA, and Benton County,
Oregon.
In 2018 Maine became the first state to

use RCV for government
elections statewide, includ-
ing for U.S. Senate and
Congress. Six other states
use RCV for military and
overseas voters.
RCV is being adopted by

more and more municipali-
ties because it offers a superi-
or system to the winner-
take-all elections we settle

for now, where candidates can be elected
with a small minority of support simply
because so many candidates choose to
enter a given race.
The concept of ranking candidates is

simple: instead of only getting to choose a
single candidate from a list of several on a
ballot, voters can rank their choices from
“1” to however many candidates there are
in the race (or stop at a lower number, if
they choose). 
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Instant Run-Off Voting by Matt Leslie

BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5     www.michellegottlieb.com

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT

I love rainy days. They make me stop
and breathe and look and just be. Rain
is cleansing on many levels. Rain, for
me, is one of the things that allows me
to slow down and have gratitude for my
life. 
Everyone has their own way of getting

in touch with what is important to
them, taking the time out to appreciate
what is in their lives. 
Well, let’s amend that. Everyone needs

to have their own way. However, many
times we are so busy rushing everywhere
that we do not take the time to figure it
out.

I am going to invite you now to stop.
Put your feet flat on the ground. Take a
deep breath. And look around. Just look
at all the things around you. Just notice.
Now, close your eyes and just listen.
Rub your hand on the fabric of the
chair. Just be in this moment. Take a
moment to say thank you to whatever
your spiritual belief is or to nature for
allowing you to come to this very
moment. Appreciate it and breathe it in.
Do this exercise often. At least daily.

Until it becomes second nature to you,
to appreciate. And, as always, enjoy the
journey!

Rain and Gratitude

If a single candidate is ranked “1” by
more than half of the voters in the elec-
tion, that candidate automatically wins,
much like the current method used in
Orange County primary elections. 
But, if no candidate receives over half

the vote, instead of having to schedule a
separate runoff election RCV has a runoff
built right into the system.
In an RCV election, the candidate with

the least amount of number “1” rankings
is eliminated from the race. Anyone who
ranked that candidate as “1” will have
their number “2” choice counted instead. 

This process of eliminating candidates
continues until a candidate has votes that
total over half, or “50% plus one.” 
Ultimately, the winner either has more

than half of the electorate’s support out-
right, or accrues it through rounds of
counting votes where that candidate may
have been the second, third, etc. choice of
a voter whose first or second choice had
little chance of prevailing in the end. 
(The threshold for winning can even be

set at a higher or lower percentage of the
vote, but for our purposes, over 50% is
sufficient.)

Ranked Choice
Voting would
result in better
representation 
of the will 
of voters.

Options to Appoint or Call Special Election 
to Fill Vacant City Council Seat 
at December 18 Meeting

1) Appoint a qualified individual to
fill the vacancy through the two-year
remainder of the term through direct
appointment or by following a proces
for applications and/or interviews
and/or other steps.
If this option was selected -
Applications would be available to the

public no later than December 20;
Applications would be due by January
7; Public notice would have to be given
no later than Jan. 10 for the appoint-
ment to take place at the Jan. 15th
meeting. The appointee would serve out
the remainder of the two-year term
until the next general municipal elec-
tion in 2020 where all at-large terms
end.

2) Special Election: Direct Staff to
prepare resolutions for consideration by
the council at the next meeting to call a
special election to fill the vacancy.
If this option was selected -
a special election would be called

within 60 days of the vacancy and held
on the next regularly established elec-
tion date not less than 114 days from
the call of the special election. Assuming
the council calls for a special election at

the January15th council meeting - the
city could hold a special election no ear-
lier than May 9, 2019. All candidates
must be registered Fullerton voters at
the time they pull nomination papers to
run.
•Mail-In Option: Council could

decide to hold a citywide mail ballot
election where every Fullerton voter
would receive and cast their ballot by
mail. The election would be held on
Tuesday, August 27, 2019. The estimat-
ed cost would be $224,055 to
$260,886.
•Stand-Alone Election: Alternatively

the council could opt to hold a citywide
stand-alone election which operates in
the same manner as a general election
with established polling places. The next
possible date would be Tuesday,
November 5, 2019. The estimated cost
is $391,532 to $428,150.
The winner of the Special Election

would hold the office for the remainder
of the term until 2020.

3) Continue the discussion to the
January 15, 2019 council meeting.

See related article by Vince Buck
on page 16

The City Council will decide  how to fill the current vacancy on the
council at the Tuesday, December 18th meeting.   A mid-term vacancy
for an at-large council seat which expires in Dec. 2020 was created by
the recent election. Options are laid out in the back-up materials for the
December 18 council meeting available online at
www.cityoffullerton.com (click on the City Council agenda tab).

Options and the consequences of each include: 

Ranked Choice Voting in Fullerton elections would be likely to result in:

•Better representation of the will of the
voters. If voters are allowed to rank their
candidates from best to worst, their votes
will actually count for something, even if
their most preferred candidate doesn't fin-
ish at the top of the list. It's like having a
runoff without an extra election.

•Less negative campaigning. Even
though a candidate might know that some
voters are likely to back one of their oppo-
nents, they will still want those voters to
consider them for their second or third
choice, which will discourage candidates
from running negative campaigns against
one another, potentially alienating an
opponent’s supporters.
•Eliminate the "spoiler factor." With

RCV there is less pressure to keep people
from running for office for fear that they
will "draw votes away" from another can-
didate, and less incentive to intentionally
run candidates for the same purpose.
Voters can vote their consciences, even if
they don't think their first choice has the

best chance to win, because their second
choice might be a candidate they don't
care for quite as much, but who they may
think has a better chance of winning.
•Diversify funding by big donors. Big

funders like the developers and the police
and fire unions can't afford to put all of
their eggs in one basket, meaning they
will have to spread their money around to
support multiple candidates, leveling the
playing field.
•Encourage grassroots support of can-

didates by forcing them to appeal to a
greater number of voters.

Instead of settling for electing people
with 40%, 30%, or even 20% or less sup-
port with our current system, Ranked
Choice Voting would allow voters a more
inclusive, more representative way of
electing people to our City Council. The
Fullerton City Council should place RCV
on the ballot of the next election to allow
voters to decide whether or not to adopt it
for City Council elections in the future.”
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QUESTION:
What Downtown building
is being built in this historic
photo (pictured above)? 
Send your answer to Mike at 
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

ANSWER TO LAST ISSUE’S
PHOTO QUESTION

Where is this Fullerton landmark 
pictured above located?.

A: Brent Hobart sent in the first cor-
rect answer last time, Pictured above is
the side of our Historic Fullerton Train
Station on E. Santa Fe. Kudos also to
Vince Buck and others who made the
ID.

Fullerton Photo Quiz

MADE COFFEE
We did a past story on the many

coffee choices downtown (one less
now that Max Blooms has closed).
But now, there is a new independent-
ly owned place that has opened at
107 West Amerige called MADE
Coffee, which specializes in hand-
crafted specialty coffee and tea, and
is getting great reviews after just a
few weeks of being open. They open
at 7am every day. 

Hillcrest trees are loving the rain

AROUND TOWN

WEEKLY SWIM LESSONS 
Choose your days and times each

week. All levels and ages taught from
those who fear the water to those
looking to refine their strokes. 

WINTER SESSION 
Registration begins Dec. 3rd.

LEARN MORE AT www.fastswimming.net

First Night returns for its 27th run
all over town, with a fireworks show
at the Downtown Plaza on, of
course, December 31st. The event
starts at 7pm and includes something
for everyone, so bring everyone!!
More details on page 15.

FIRST NIGHT

2018 YEAR IN REVIEW
It’s time to take a look back, since our next

issue won’t come out until January 7th. What
were some downtown events that made 2018
what it was?
This year, we have already had almost as

much rain as we did the entire rain ‘season’ in
2017, and the next time you visit Hillcrest
Park, you may notice just how good everything
looks- the place has really come alive. Over the
drought years, we lost a lot of flora all over town
and most obviously at Hillcrest Park, where
many old growth trees had to be felled. 
The Hillcrest pine forest stairs really started

to take shape, and reforestation that included a
large planting by volunteers on Arbor Day,
restoration of the great lawn and stone work
including the fountain, installation of the
bridge, and other work helped return our
crown jewel park to glory. 
The year began with the unlikely capture and

return of the resident toucan escapee. 
The ever popular Thursday Fullerton Market Hillcrest Pine Stairs

opened and we spotlighted a few of you ‘regulars’ on this page. 
Our Cal State Fullerton Titans baseball team headed to the NCAA championship. 
Café Hidalgo changed hands and Black Hole Records/Stray Cat moved to a new location

north of Commonwealth. Mullahey Chevrolet was leveled to make way for development.
This venerable newspaper turned 40, Day of Music was once again a huge hit, the Bicycle

The old Fullerton Grocery 
at Spadra and Commonwealth 

from a 
1889 vintage photo.

Day of Music brought free performances 
of all types all around town.

We honored our Veterans
including one of our

oldest residents
Charlie Pecoraro Sr.

CIVIC PRIDE
It’s easy to understand why many

Fullertonians display a healthy
measure of civic pride despite the
changes that might not always be
welcome. Historic preservation and
city planning are very important to
us. 
Every city or town in the world

changes, and every place has its own
measure of unique properties. Yes,
we wish we still had those favorite
childhood stores, restaurants, open
spaces, neighbors, etc. but we did a
damn fine job of keeping the wreck-
ing ball away from most of our
Downtown Landmarks and historic
homes.
We lost many of the earliest build-

ings mainly because they were made
of wood, which deteriorates, and in
our case, many were lost in fires.
Yet, we do have remnants here from
the earliest days, and many from the
1920’s, along with the memories. 
It’s always a good feeling to see

those historic sites while traveling
around our town, and despite
changes, downtown remains one of
the few real downtowns left, and all
business owners here appreciate
your support. 
Once again, Shop Fullerton First

makes sense.

Boulevard roundabouts began construc-
tion, production on the Netflix comedy
series “The Politician” began at Fullerton
High School. Coyotes made their appear-
ance all over town, even on Harbor,
Commonwealth and Chapman.
That brings us almost current, with the

recent, overwhelming Veterans Day Parade
up Harbor and a nod to soon to be 100
year old resident Charlie Pecoraro Sr.
among many other local veterans who have
served. And last but not least a new addi-
tion to my family was born this year, a
healthy boy named Dane.
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ACROSS

1. Ibsen’s Gabler
6. Mike Tomlin, for example
11. Four-poster, e.g.
14. Razor handle?
15. Former Pepsi CEO Nooyi
16. Ballast Point, for one
17. *Hind leopard?
19. Diarist Anaïs
20. Hodgepodge
21. Rapper Dogg
22. Bout enders, in brief
23. Recipe amt.
25. “Little Fires Everywhere” 

novelist Ng
27. Spicy pepper
32. NaCl
33. Pilot’s announcement, briefly
34. Battery terminal
36. 1998 Wesley Snipes thriller

39. Cronus or Oceanus
41. Asner and Begley
42. “Party in the U.S.A.” singer Miley
43. Tiny bit
44. “Take your hands off me!”
46. Med. specialty
47. Toot
49. Takes a turn for the worse
51. Type of situation
54. Somme summer
55. Cupid, to the Greeks
56. Adult
59. “It was ___ mistake!”
63. Pinup’s leg
64. *Outback’s explosive appetizer?
66. Chowed down
67. Poet W. H. ___
68. Shampoo brand
69. Homily, abbr.
70. Dictation taker
71. Scatter

DOWN
1. Vagabond
2. Berkeley online?
3. 701, to Romans
4. North or South
5. Increase, with “up”
6. Big city in Ohio, abbr.
7. Not deceived by
8. Kind of committee
9. French fare
10. Part of a guffaw
11. *Fiduciary gazes?
12. Ness of “The Untouchables”
13. Slow on the uptake
18. Colorado ski resort
22. “Kojak” actor Savales
24. Hit
26. Scientist garb
27. New York footballers
28. “Take ___ from me...”
29. *Tardy Esiason?

30. Christmas, and a phonetic clue 
to the starred answers

31. More eccentric
35. 90° from norte
37. 1984 David Lynch sci-fi film
38. Guesses, abbr.
40. Dell competitors
45. “The Big Chill” actress Close
48. Eat to excess
50. Goober
51. Manet contemporary
52. Pontificate
53. Waste away
57. Gathering clouds, say
58. Lush
60. When repeated, a 1997 

Jim Carrey comedy
61. Zero, on a court
62. All over again
64. Humanities degs.
65. C.I.A. predecessor

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2018
“HOLIDAY FUN” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

CAPRI SHOES

Santa & His
Elf at the
Airport 

Santa and his Elf
arrived by helicopter at
the Fullerton Airport on
December 9th. Along
with photos with Santa
and his Elf there was a
classic aircraft display,
airplane and helicopter
rides and lots of good
things to eat.  
Kudos to the Davis

family for creating Santa
& his Elf ’s annual visit.
PHOTOS BY JERE GREENE

Goodwill of Orange County
announced today its Fullerton store will
move to a new location in February 2019
to give customers a revamped shopping
experience. 
The store will move from College Plaza

on Chapman Ave. to the remodeled shop-
ping center at 130 N. Raymond Ave.,

next door to Polly’s Pies. 
The new 7,800 SF store will elevate the

traditional thrift store experience and
include an open wood beam ceiling and
restored original brick wall. Goodwill’s
signature selection of clothing, acces-
sories, home decor, electronics and more,
will line the shelves and rolling racks.

Goodwill to Move Next to Polly’s Pies

Clerk-Recorder Hugh Nguyen will be
moving his North County Branch Office
in Fullerton to a new location in Anaheim
in an effort to address increasing demand
for services and also to offer expanded
services. Clerk-Recorder Nguyen is look-
ing to have the new office up and running
in February 2019. 
The current North County Branch

office in Fullerton has been in operation
since February 2009. The office has pro-
vided the public important services such
as issuing birth, death and marriage cer-
tificates, issuing marriage licenses, per-
forming marriage ceremonies, document
recording services, official records, and the
filing of fictitious business name state-

ments. However after nearly 10 years of
service, the office has outgrown demand
for services and its current location is no
longer adequate.
The new North County Branch Office

will be located in the city of Anaheim at
222 South Harbor Blvd. which will dou-
ble in size compared to the Fullerton loca-
tion. The new office will offer the same
services as the current location with the
addition of passport services and expand-
ed document recording services, and will
also feature two marriage ceremony rooms
instead of one. The new location has ded-
icated free parking and is located close to
Intestate 5 and State Route 91 for easy
access. For info visit OCRecorder.com.

OC Clerk-Recorder Office Moves 
from Fullerton to Anaheim

ELECTRIC CAR
CHARGING STATIONS
Installation & Upgrades

714-234-3370
Guy Sanderson, 

Electrical Contractor
Est. Fullerton 1986

CSLB #547196
Licensed, Insured, Bonded

November 16 was the final production day as the Kraft Heinz corporation closed its
Kraft Lunchables plant in Fullerton. The plant had 430 employees.
This closure is part of a larger plan to close seven manufacturing facilities in North

America over the next two years, which will eliminate about 2,600 jobs. Production will

Kraft Lunchables Plant Closed

shift to other factories in North America.
Michael Mullen, senior VP of corporate

and government affairs at Kraft Heinz
said, “This decision is not a reflection of
our employees or the quality of the prod-
ucts they make. We have invested in addi-
tional network capacity at our plant in
Garland, Texas, which makes Lunchables
and other Kraft Heinz products.”
According to Mullen, affected employ-

ees will receive severance benefits, out-
placement services and other support to
help them pursue new job opportunities -
- including at other Kraft Heinz facilities.



Page 8 FULLERTON OBSERVER MID DECEMBER 2018EDUCATION NEWS

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES 
by Jan Youngman

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters, 

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton. 
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board 
meets at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month

at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd. 
714-870-2800 • See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS (NEXT MEETING JANUARY 22)

Nicolas Jr. High Report:
The amazing new programs at Nicolas were profiled by students:

All students are given the option to be part of different elective
Pathways that match their aspirations - such as: The Arts- Dance,
Theater, Speech & Debate, Choir, Band and Applied Art classes.
Advanced levels of Dance and Speech & Debate have both won
titles in their competition this year.
•AVID: Students participate in college & career readiness,

including academic study skills. •COMPUTER SCIENCE: Students

Dr. Singer & Mr. Hathaway Retire
On November 26, 2018, Fullerton

Joint Union High School District
Superintendent Dr. Scott Scambray and
the district community wished two of its
longest serving trustees a fond farewell. 
Dr. Robert Singer became the longest

serving trustee in the 125-year history of
FJUHSD with 38 years of service. Elected
in 1980, he went on to serve nine addi-
tional elected terms, and along with Mr.
Robert Hathaway, who was initially elect-
ed to the board in 1986, has made student
success the prime motivating factor of the
high school district. 
Along with three other long serving

board members, Dr. Singer and Mr.
Hathaway proposed and supported the
emergence of the Troy Tech magnet pro-
gram at Troy High School, the district-
wide open market approach which allows
any student who lives in the FJUHSD
area to attend any of the comprehensive
high schools, and expanded the Regional
Occupational Program which now
includes Career Technical Education
classes. 
Academically, they have supported

implementation of 4 International
Baccalaureate programs and 6 Advanced
Placement programs throughout the dis-
trict, overseen 2 major bond implementa-
tions, and recently approved the 1:1
Chrome book program district-wide.
Their vision and purpose made choosing a
high school in the district a matter of fam-
ily and student preference of a campus’

culture and not the caliber of programs or
educational offerings.
Both gentlemen accepted accolades and

thanks from Assemblymember Sharon
Quirk-Silva, Mayor Protem Greg
Sebourn, Buena Park Councilmember,
Dr. Elizabeth “Beth” Swift, and Theresa
Harvey, Chamber of Commerce CEO. 
Although the remaining board mem-

bers will welcome 2 new voices on the
board, the district will forever be altered
by the perseverance and attention to detail
that these two men brought to the
District in thoughtful, responsible
actions. 
Along with other long-term colleagues

(including recently reelected Marilyn
Buchi), they laid the foundation of
FJUHSD’s reputation as a destination
high school district, setting an example
for many districts to follow. For their long
years of service and dedication, two gener-
ations of Fullerton, La Habra and Buena
Park families send their appreciation and
gratitude.

i-Sierra Program
FJUHSD offers students and families so

many educational program options that
some are misunderstood. Before the
implementation of the 1:1 Chrome book
program throughout the district, an early
on-line learning option called i-Sierra was
offered at La Sierra Alternative High
School. The program originated as anoth-

The Boys & Girls Club GiveAway drew hundreds of families to the Fullerton
Community Center where music was provided by the Nicolas  Jr. High School
Student Choir above and the G.I.V.E. musical group, made up of local high school
musicians, pictured below. PHOTOS BY JERE GREENE See story page 19

er way for students to recapture units
required for graduation in a flexible set-
ting. Today, i-Sierra is a UC “a-g” certi-
fied, NCAA and CIF qualified education
program that includes a fully on-line
option, a comprehensive blended option
where students officially stay at their
home school and take 1-2 on-line courses,
and the blended program where they take
a majority of their core classes on-line and
1-2 courses at one of three satellite high
schools. The blended program appeals to
students who wish to have the normal
high school experience, but their
exceptional circumstances force
them to spend a quantity of time
physically away from school.
The blended i-Sierra program

offers most core classes like social
studies, English language arts and
mathematics on-line, but allows stu-
dents to take lab sciences, world lan-
guages, and sports or other extracur-
ricular activities, on campus. 
Students with schedules that con-

flict with normal school times, or those
who find their obligations require them to
travel much of the school year may find
this program a way to still participate in a
normal high school setting without the
added stress of juggling set school day
schedules. The i-Sierra teachers have
accommodated traveling athletes, reality
television show contestants, models, and
actors with this program. It may also
appeal to home-schooled children whose
families are looking for a gentler transi-
tion to the high school experience, with
all the bonus aspects of activities and
social interaction leading to a full transi-
tion by the time students graduate and are
going off to university or to pursue their
career choices. It may also work well for
children experiencing emotional chal-
lenges, or a provide a way to accommo-
date family or personal situations where

school becomes one of the most difficult
priorities for a student to focus upon. The
blended program allows students to spend
additional time healing without falling
behind so much that high school gradua-
tion success becomes insurmountable.
The program teacher/coordinators Lisa

Valdes, Angie Cencak, and Patricia Tejeda
communicate with their students multiple
times a week and parents receive a weekly
report on their student’s progress in lieu of
getting information through AERIS.
Currently, satellite locations for the i-

Sierra program are Buena
Park High School, La Sierra
Alternative High School,
and Sonora High School,
with the plan to expand to
all comprehensive high
schools if enough students
wish to take advantage of
this flexible program.
Before deciding to par-

ticipate in i-Sierra, students
need to honestly assess their

ability to commit to accomplishing the
academic work in a timely fashion, keep
current with appointments,  and commu-
nicate often with program coordinators.
Teacher/coordinators emphasized that
they are there to support student success
by teaching their students organization
and time management, and students and
their families need to commit to the flexi-
bility of the program while respecting
educational deadlines as a serious priority.
So if you find yourself with a student or

a family situation where this type of flexi-
bility may lead to a successful academic
year, or the entire high school experience,
you can contact your home school coun-
selor or call Principal Sandi Layana at
(714) 447-5501 to find out how your stu-
dent can utilize this program that allows a
child to retain a normal high school expe-
rience and flexibility.

Catch Me at
My Best
Recipients
Honored

•Lorena Pacheco
Trujillo,

Custodian  Sunset
Lane School

•Marco Madrigal
Custodian Sunset

Lane School
•Hector
Caballero

Custodian Golden
Hill School
•Chris

Maertzweiler
Print Shop

Coordinator &
Reprographics
•Scott Schlabz

Director of
Facilities M&O
•Pat Hsieh

Counselor Nicolas
Jr. High School
•Jo Anne
DeClaro

Accounting 
Clerk III 

•Rachel Corral
Clerk Supervisor
District Office

Find out how
your child
can utilize
this program
that allows 
a normal
high school
experience &
flexibility.

School Tours

The district is now hosting School Tours for
any interested persons and district residents.
They will be holding three tours a year where
various schools are visited and programs are pro-
filed. Superintendent Pletka said that the first
tour was well attended and he looks forward to
having more people tour the schools. 
Contact the District Office at 714-447-7400

for date and times of upcoming tours.

participate in Advanced Coding and Beginning Coding using Java, Android Studio & Alexa program-
ming languages. Advanced Computer Science Students compete in the Congressional All Challenge. Last
year,  its first students passed the AP Computer Science exam. 
•ROBOTICS: Students design, build & program robots to perform specific tasks.  Recently a drone pro-

gram has been added. The Robotic Club meets after school for the Robot Nation competition. 
•DESIGN & ENGINEERING: Students take courses in Engineering, CAD and the FESTO Lab. They

design & create various projects out of wood, 3D printers and aluminum using CNC machines. FESTO
students learn various technologies: CAD, machining, wind tunnels, stress analysis, robotics and plastics.
•MEDIA & BUSINESS: Students in Entrepreneurship partner with NFTE in 7th & 8th grades to com-

pete regionally & nationally.  Digital Media: students create & publish the Nicolas yearbook and pro-
duce weekly video announcements for Nicolas. Nicolas also provides computer classes for parents. 

Incoming and Outgoing
Boardmembers

Newly elected Boardmember Aaruni
Thakur was welcomed. Mr. Thakur is the
first boardmember to be elected under the
new district system. He is an attorney and
parent of two children in the Fullerton
School District. Also re-elected boardmem-
bers Beverly Berryman and Janny Meyer
were welcomed back. Outgoing Trustee
Chris Thompson, who has served eight years
on the board, was thanked by
Superintendent Pletka for his service. Aaruni Thakur
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Kids Rule! by Francine Vudoti  © 2018

I attended the 40th anniversary of this
newspaper last summer.  It was interesting
to see how the entire hall was filled with
past and present volunteers.  Most of
them are many years older than I am.
They beamed with excitement upon
meeting me and another student colum-
nist (Emerson Little) because they think
that the future of the newspaper lies in
young people like us.  
As I celebrate my 4th anniversary as a

kid columnist this year, I thought that it
would be a good idea to inspire other kids
to write as  well.  In no time at all, a great
project was born - the Youth Page of the
Fullerton Observer.  It is an ambitious
project but I have accepted the challenge. 
With the help of the Fullerton School

District superintendent, principals and
teachers, I conducted a search for eight

awesome kids to join me on this project.
In this issue, I am proud to  present to you
the newest section of the Fullerton
Observer - the youth page.  It makes me
happy to know that our city newspaper's
pool of volunteers keeps growing and it
now includes the youth who are the future
of our land.  
As I played around with the name of

our newspaper, Fullerton Observer, I
thought that the best name for this youth
page would be "YOUNG OBSERVERS."
I would like to congratulate my fellow
students from the Fullerton School
District who made it to the team.  Thank
you for making that decision to share your
time and talents with the community. 
I hope that we will stay committed to

this project and overcome any obstacles
that may come our way.

YOUNG OBSERVERS

Did You Know?
by Genevieve Paden

JOKE TIME
Compiled by Joy Cheng

Q:What’s a farmer’s  
favorite candy at Christmas? 
A: A jolly rancher!

Q:What’s a sheep’s favorite song?
A: Fleece Navidad!

Q: What Christmas carol 
do parents like the most?
A: Silent Night

Q: Who delivers Christmas 
presents to dogs?

A: Santa Paws

Q: Which of Santa’s reindeer 
has bad manners?

A: RUDE-olph

Christmas is a time of festivity and cel-
ebration, and it isn't complete without
holiday music. What is your favorite
song? The top five holiday songs this
week according to www.billboard.com
are:

1. "All I Want For Christmas Is You" 
- by Mariah Carey

2. "It's The Most Wonderful Time Of 
The Year" - by Andy Williams
3. "Rockin' Around The Christmas 
Tree" -  by Brenda Lee
4. "A Holly Jolly Christmas"
- by Burl Ives

5. "Jingle Bell Rock"
- by Bobby Helms

There is a story behind Mariah Carey’s
famous Christmas song:  "All I Want For
Christmas Is You." In this song, Mariah
Carey casts away the traditional holiday
gifts and treats. She says that all she
wants for Christmas is to spend time
with her loved one.  
As Mariah Carey highlights this wish

throughout the song, it reminds us that
the holidays shouldn't just be about the
presents and food. Christmas is a perfect
occasion to spend time with friends and
family. After all, Christmas wouldn't be
complete without our loved ones. 
Find more meanings behind songs at

www.songmeaningsandfacts.com

Dale is a soft and cuddly 13-year old
Pomeranian looking for a loving
home. He enjoys being active, and gets
along well with other animals, includ-
ing cats! 
Dale loves back scratches and going

on daily walks.
If you are interested in adopting,

OC Animal Care Center is hosting a
Pawliday event on Saturday,
December 22 from 11am to 5pm, fea-
turing free adoptions. at 1630 Victory
Road, Tustin, CA 92782.

For more information call 714-935-
6848 or visit www.ocpetinfo.com .

1. "Jingle Bells" was originally written 
for Thanksgiving, not Christmas!

2. Tinsel, which was invented in 
Germany, was once made out of 
real silver!

3. The tallest Christmas tree ever 
was measured to be 221 feet tall!

4. Santa Claus used to have purple, 
green, or even blue clothes, until an 
advertisement was made showing
him in red.

5. France gave the United States 
the biggest Christmas present 
ever in 1886:
The Statue of Liberty!

For a look at interesting facts about 
the different countries of the world 
and the festivals each celebrates visit

www.thefactfile.org

Going Green for the Holidays

FEATURED PET FOR ADOPTION
by Katie Hong

WHAT’S TRENDING? by Sienna Shah

Top 5 Songs of the
Week by Alexandria Kim

First NightFirst Night
FullertonFullerton
7pm-Midnight

Monday December 31
Downtown Fullerton

The 27th annual First Night
New Year’s Eve Party begins at 7pm
on Monday December 31st and
ends with a firework show at mid-
night. The event includes free live
bands and entertainment and
admission is also free. Activities for
all ages and food booths are also
offered for a fee. The annual no
alcohol family friendly event is
sponsored by the city.
Call the Fullerton Museum

Center at (714) 738-6545 with
questions.

Christmas is just around the corner,
and we all cannot wait to get started
with decorating. Even if you're not reli-
gious (or you are of another religion),
people everywhere celebrate the holi-
days with unique traditions that make
this time special for everyone. 
One way to get into the spirit of the

season is to decorate your house, which
can be a fun and enjoyable way to hang
out with loved ones.
Did you know that an emerging trend

that people are practicing is to go green
on decorations and presents? From
wrapping paper to twinkling lights, peo-
ple have found ways to go green and
help save the environment.

One of the easiest ways to go green is
by recycling old Christmas lights
instead of throwing them away in the
trash.
Wrapping gifts in something reusable

like cloth helps make sure that landfills
do not fill up. You can use old pillow
cases, sheets or blankets.  These are
quick and easy ways to give back to the
community and the planet. 
What better way to make the most of

this time of year than by giving a pres-
ent that can save the Earth!  HO! HO!
HO! Merry Christmas!

For more green holiday tips visit 
https://www.smallfootprintfamily.com/eco

-friendly-holiday-tips

Dale’s Looking 
for a Loving Home
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It’s hard to know where to start the story
of my experience because, as is true about all
experiences, they are altered by all the other
past and current parts of our lives and others
around us.
That said I will start from where I first

realized my daughter was a girl, at age 3. My
daughter was born with a typical male body
so I gave her a male name and referred to her
using male pronouns just as I had with all
my children up to that point. 
I remember dropping her off in

the Sunday school room and going
off to services one day. When I
returned to pick her up a group of
other children, ages 3-5, asked me
if she was a girl or boy? I pondered
a moment about why they were
asking, and asked what she had
already told them. They said she
told them she was a girl, so I con-
firmed that was correct. I probably
have thought of that moment many
times through the years but remem-
ber no conversation with her past
that in the following year or so.
My next memory was when she

was 5 and in kindergarten. She wanted to
wear a dress to school. At home she often
insisted on wearing all the pretty dresses in
the dress up box. One in particular was her
favorite as it had been for all the girls in the
family older than her. I knew the kids would
be cruel and even though I probably would
not have discussed this with the average 5
year old she was always thoughtful and artic-
ulate beyond her years, an old soul, we used
to say. So I explained that the other kids at
school might make fun of her if she wears
the dress to school because it is not some-
thing they are used to seeing. In her always
certain five year old voice she said, “That’s
their problem, Mom.” She was right, so we
compromised. She wore the dress and

packed a change of clothes in her backpack.
When she was six, I took her to the lead-

ing Children’s Hospital to be psychological-
ly evaluated because, of course, even though
I could clearly see what was happening it did
not fit into any little box I had been taught
or experienced up till now. They advised me
to encourage her to do “boy” stuff. Invite
boy play dates. Lose the dresses in the dress
up box. She was diagnosed with “Gender

Identity Disorder.” 
Well we did not go back

there. I paid a lot for that
“diagnosis” but realized as I left
that they knew less than I did
at this point so I was going to
have to depend on my mother-
ly instincts. I did try to encour-
age play buddies that were
male and take away the dresses.
That did not work. Any piece
of fabric can and would be
used as a dress and long hair.
Sometime shortly after all

this, we were driving home
from school, talking about
having a fairy godmother

granting wishes and she said if she had one
wish in the world it would be to wake up in
the morning as a girl.
Within the next couple years she often

referred to herself in the future as a grown
up, always as a woman. She thought she just
had to endure pretending to be a boy until
she was old enough. Unfortunately that was
kind of true.
I was referred to many counselors

throughout the years but one counselor’s
name kept coming up. He was always full so
I always kept looking. When my daughter
nearly killed herself during puberty, I called
this counselor and begged him to take us
and that was the beginning of a whole new
story.

BECOMING A TRANSPARENT by Kay Gardner © 2018

SPECIAL FEATURE

Genetic Components 
of Sex and Gender

Humans are born with 46 chromo-
somes in 23 pairs. The X and Y chro-
mosomes determine a person's sex.
Most women are 46XX and most

men are 46XY. Research suggests,
however, that in a few births per
thousand some individuals
will be born with a single
sex chromosome (45X or
45Y) and some with three
or more sex chromosomes
(47XXX, 47XYY, or
47XXY, etc).
In addition, some males

are born 46XX due to the
translocation of a tiny sec-
tion of the sex determining
region of the Y chromo-
some. Similarly some
females are also born
46XY.
Clearly, there are not

only females who are XX
and males who are XY, but rather,
there is a range of chromosome com-
plements, hormone balances, and
phenotypic variations that determine
sex.
Gender, typically described in

terms of masculinity and femininity,
is a social construction that varies

across different cultures and over
time. There are a number of cultures,
for example, in which greater gender
diversity exists and sex and gender are
not always neatly divided along bina-
ry lines such as male and female or
homosexual and heterosexual. 
The Berdache in North America,

the fa'afafine (Samoan for "the way of
a woman") in the
Pacific, and the
Kathoey in Thailand
are all examples of dif-
ferent gender categories
that differ from the tra-
ditional Western divi-
sion of people into
males and females. 
Further, among cer-

tain North American
native communities,
gender is seen more in
terms of a continuum
than categories, with
special acknowledge-
ment of the "two-spirit-

ed" people who encompass both mas-
culine and feminine qualities and
characteristics. 
It is apparent, then, that different

cultures have taken different
approaches to creating gender distinc-
tions, with more or less recognition of
fluidity and complexity of gender.

Gender According to WHO
The following summary description of gender is from

the World Health Organization and can be read in full at
http://www.who.int/genomics/gender/en/index1.html

Though 
I could 

clearly see what
was happening 
it did not fit
into any 
little box 
I had been
taught or 
experienced 
up till now.

HOW I STARTED & STOPPED HIDING
by Saoirse Gardner © 2018

I always knew (from about age 5) that
there was something that separated me from
cis boys and cis girls (Cisgender, someone
whose gender identity corresponds with their
birth sex) - I just didn't know what to call it
at the time. 
I grew up in a really loving home

so I was fortunate enough that I
was able to climb trees in a dress
and simply say I was a girl in day-
care at the age of three and my
mom, not understanding at the
time but loving me unconditional-
ly, wouldn't correct anyone. 
I’m lucky to have had the sup-

port system to be myself while
growing up and eventually to med-
ically transition.
When I was younger what I was

experiencing was called “Gender
identity disorder” not “Gender
Body Dysphoria” and the idea behind it was
to essentially ignore it instead of providing
medical transitioning. 
There was a time in my life, while growing

up, that I could have moved to a new school
and transitioned but I went through puber-
ty before starting medical treatments and it
was a struggle during those years. 
I was extremely self destructive. For me

going through puberty was really hard men-
tally because by that time the body dyspho-
ria was really loud throughout my entire
being. I turned to drugs and sex to numb
the way I felt. 

When I finally started my medical transi-
tion it was like the water filling up a bathtub
and overspilling onto the floor. I had spilled
everywhere. 
I have trauma from my childhood and

because of it I felt I had to con-
form to what people wanted, so
during those years  I didn’t
know myself or like myself.
For me, transitioning was the

greatest act of self love because
before I didn't want to live. 
I spent  age sixteen to nine-

teen transitioning and it was
really hard and I’m glad it’s over.
It was also expensive, painful,
and very time-consuming. I’ve
been lucky to have “passing”
privilege, therefore when I navi-
gate through this world I’m seen
as my gender, a woman. 

Even though my transition has been over
for a while there are still good times and bad
times.  
I’ve noticed trans people becoming more

visible and while I am grateful for the repre-
sentation - I also know when you’re given a
platform to speak - you should expect some
backlash from certain people. 
However, it was never apparent to me

until now - that by actively speaking against
the transmisogyny, transphobia, and the
false narratives people like to perpetuate of
trans life - that people would go as far as to
say you should stop existing. 

The excerpts on this page are from the stories of a family sharing part of their journey 
with us in the hope that other families will benefit from their experiences. 
Also watch for their upcoming book which will tell the in-depth stories.

A FAMILY’S TRANSITION

There are not
only females
who are XX 
and males 
who are XY, 
but rather, 
there is 
a range of 

variations that 
determine sex.

I said something to my sister when I
saw she allowed my young nephew
(around 6 years old) to get a girl’s hair-
style and carry a purse. My sister told
me that he felt he was a girl. I, com-
pletely uneducated on the topic, told
her that it was too early for him to
make such a life-altering choice about
gender. I thought she should treat him
as a boy until he hit puberty and was
old enough to make a choice about his
sexual orientation.
My sister said my nephew always

liked frilly girly things and wanted to
wear dresses. I told her at his
age he shouldn’t have a choice. 
I blamed her for causing the

problems my nephew was
having with fitting into his
assigned by birth sex. I
thought it was a social prob-
lem that she could overcome
by praising him for his boyish
actions and ignoring any girl-
ish ones.
I suggested she stop feeding

him so many soy products. As
vegetarians they ate soy every
day to help get enough protein - and I
had just read a study saying that soy
products contain a female hormone
clone that could feminize boys.
Their doctor suggested a change in

diet might help - dropping the soy and
adding in red meat. Hard for a vegetar-
ian to comply with but my sister was
into  trying anything at the time in
order to help her child feel better. But
- the new diet and other suggestions -
all of which my sister tried - did not
make a difference.
My nephew’s transformation has

been a huge learning curve for our
whole family. As we read more about
the facts and issues around gender and
sex  we began to understand what was
happening and how each of us fit into
the picture.

Because most of the family only saw
her once a year - we weren’t in on the
struggles my sister and my nephew-
turned-niece had dealing with her
choices. Peripherally we were aware
that she had tried to understand her-
self as possibly gay, which was some-
thing the family could understand, but
to her that didn’t really seem to fit
either.
Next, she went through a period of

wanting to be called they/them instead
of he or she, which was a difficult
thing to get a handle on. I thought

now, as a teen, she should
jump in with two feet and
pick a gender plus it was
hard to use the odd pro-
nouns which seemed to
encourage a dual personal-
ity psychological problem.
I didn’t understand why
the gender fluidity thing
should require the plural
pronouns. Why not just
enjoy yourself as whatever
sex you felt at the
moment? More learning

to do on my part and I think most in
the family were in the same boat.
By the time she was a teenager,

began taking hormones, came all the
way out to the family, dressing for the
first time as fully a girl, we accepted
and embraced her decision. 
I thought we should throw a coming

out party but my sister cautioned us to
just accept her as her normal self so we
pretended not to notice the dynamic
transformation.
Then came an official name change

(to something we could barely pro-
nounce) and eventually surgery.
Now after all these years of family

learning, and many struggles and tears
on her part, she is fully herself and we
in the family finally recognize her for
who she is.

THE FAMILY LEARNING CURVE by Lee Gardner © 2018

For me, 
transitioning
was the 

greatest act 
of self love
because
before 
I didn't 
want 
to live. 

I blamed 
my sister for
causing the
problems 
my nephew
was having 
fitting in.
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FALSE MAILER FACT CHECK

2) What age groups
are taught sex ed? 

Dr. Pletka: In our
school district, sexual
education as it relates 
to AB 329 is taught in
seventh grade. 

A false mailer is being circulated locally
which purports to lay out “The Facts”
about the California Healthy Youth Act
Assembly Bill 329 which was signed into
law by Governor Brown on October 1,
2015.
According to the mailer: Comprehensive

Sex Education is required in 7th and 9th
grades but can also be taught in other
grades and parents can’t opt out; Gender
identity and anti-bullying materials are part
of the curriculum encouraged to be taught
from Pre-Kindergarten through 12th grade;

that various sex acts are normalized through
the curriculum and that the information is
medically inaccurate; and that 12 year olds
are being taught that they can receive birth
control and abortions without parental
knowledge or permission. 
The mailer was put out by OC Family

Impact Council (run by Larry Smith owner
of MHI Real Co.) of Newport Beach which
according to its only nonprofit 990 IRS fil-
ing (from 2001) raised $16,110 from mem-
bers and spent $33,462 on grants, though
where the money went is not listed. 

The Truth About Sex Education 
in Fullerton School District

We decided to ask Fullerton School District Superintendent Dr. Robert Pletka
whether any of the claims made by the  mailer are true. Below  he answers Observer
questions about how the law is implemented in the Fullerton School District.

As the result of the settlement of a fed-
eral lawsuit in November, Anaheim is
required to add 325 homeless shelter beds
for emergency and transitional housing
with supportive services. 
The Salvation Army has proposed

building Center of Hope, a 400-to 600-
bed homeless care center which will pro-
vide transitional housing and services and
links to permanent housing. The Center is

expected to open in late 2020 at 1455 S.
Salvation Place off Lewis St and Cerritos
Ave in Anaheim.
Until the Center is up and running a

200-bed emergency shelter is being
opened off State College and
Orangewood on December 20th.
Also in the interim two temporary sites

in industrial areas are expected to open in
January and February. A 225-bed shelter

Anaheim’s New Homeless Shelters
Currently a tent city has sprouted up in the alley way off Anaheim Blvd. across from La Palma Park. PHOTO BY JERE GREENE

at the same Lewis St. site where the
Center is bing proposed will be operated
by the Salvation Army and a 125-bed
shelter at 3035 E. La Mesa St. (adjacent to
the current Bridges at Kraemer Homeless
Shelter) will be run by the non-profit
Illumination Foundation. The former
Piano Empire Megastore was purchased
by Anaheim for $3.95 million.
Homeless individuals will be allowed to

remain at the shelter 24-hours a day and
will be provided with case management,

health and job search services, as well as
help in finding permanent housing.
Both temporary shelters are expected to

close when the Center of Hope opens. In
addition Anaheim is working to bring
more affordable housing developments
online to add to the 12 already in the city.
Volunteers are sought for the OC Point-

in-Time count of homeless individuals
which will take place Jan. 24 & 25. If you
would like to volunteer, sign up online at
www.EveryoneCountsOC.org.

4) Are 12 year olds taught they can get birth control, abortions 
without parental knowledge or permission? 

Dr. Pletka: We follow State law related to AB 329. In our health course in seventh
grade, students learn what abortion and birth control is and the various types of birth
control that are available. We teach our students that abstinence is the healthiest and
safest approach for children. We discourage our junior high students (12 year olds)
from having sex. 

5) Are various sex acts taught as part of the curriculum?
Dr. Pletka: As to sex acts, we do not show pictures, models or “how-tos” on sex acts.

We are legally obligated to define in a strict sense what oral  sex is along with the defi-
nition of intercourse. We use words solely to define these sexual acts without pictures.
We do believe that a child’s parent is the person most qualified to decide what  is appro-
priate for their child and parents may choose to opt out of particular curriculum relat-
ed to sex acts.

6) Are any of the other claims on the flyer such as teaching games, 
condom relay races, sex toys etc. true?

Dr. Pletka: We Absolutely do not show, share, and or educate students related to con-
dom relays and sex toys. We do not believe this is developmentally appropriate and we
believe that abstinence is the most appropriate course of action for junior high children.
Additionally, our district believes that parents have the right to choose what content is
most appropriate for their own children.  

1) Can parents review the sex education curriculum used?
Dr. Pletka: Yes we encourage parents to review the curriculum. While State law

requires us to teach certain concepts related to sex education, we believe that the knowl-
edge around sex education is inherently embedded in family beliefs and values. We
want to give parents an opportunity to provide needed context to children that is con-
sistent with their own family beliefs and values. Additionally, parents know best what
and when  sex ed is appropriate for their own son or daughter. 

3) Can parents opt out?  
Dr. Pletka: We provide ways for parents to make choic-
es related to sexual education for their own children.
These choices include the ability for  parents to decide
that their  child may not be ready to learn  certain
knowledge related to  sexual education.  Parents should
call our Director of Ed Services Jung Lai to learn about
how to exercise those choices.
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VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2018

Agricultural Alchemy 
Behind Alcohol

After taking the Fullerton Arboretum’s
Saturday morning nature tour, I was look-
ing at plants for sale with my mom at the
arboretum’s visitor center, and noticed a
new exhibit at the Orange County
Agricultural and Nikkei Heritage
Museum titled Sip: The Botany Behind
Our Favorite Drinks. The museum’s
newest exhibition is from the OC Fair and
teaches visitors about the wide variety of
plants that end up in their favorite alco-
holic drinks.
Upon entering Sip: The Botany Behind

Our Favorite Drinks, I was warmly greet-
ed by a volunteer working at the gallery.
The first display to catch my eye was a lit-
tle tiki bar in the center of the exhibit. I
discovered that one of the earliest tiki bars
was named “Don the Beachcomber” after
founder Donn Beach in Los Angeles in
1933. Beach was also a driving force
behind the tourist industry throughout
the Pacific Rim. Walking closer, I started
looking at an illustrated diagram of the
industrial distilling process, from the
delivery of the grain to germination to
malting to mashing to fermentation
through 1st distillation, 2nd distillation,
and finally, to maturation.
Since microorganisms called yeast pro-

duce alcohol when they eat, an environ-
ment must be created for yeast to eat and
flourish. Making a mixture of water, car-
bohydrates and sugars for the yeast to eat

can be done in several ways and produces
different types of spirits. Tequilas are
made from the Agave plant, while Vodka
is made from potatoes and cereal grains,
which consist of wheat, oats, barley and
rye. Gins are made from cereal grains as
well. Rum comes from sugar-cane
byproducts such as molasses and cane
juice, while Brandy is created from fruits
of all types. Whiskey is made from corn
and cereal grains. 
I learned that many of

the ingredients must be
boiled down to release the
sugars from the complex
carbohydrates in the foods.
Once the ingredients are
cooled down, the yeast is
added and a mash is creat-
ed. Fermentation occurs as
soon as the yeast metabo-
lizes (eats) the sugar and
carbohydrates, producing
alcohol. 
According to an adjacent

display, “the mash is ready
for the next stage when it
stops bubbling, usually in
as little as two days but it
can take as long as two weeks. The mash
now contains alcohol and gets strained
and cooked at exactly 177 degrees F. As
the mash heats, the alcohol in the mash
turns into an ethanol stream (leaving the

rest of the sour mash behind) and travels
through a condensing tube to cool and
return to a liquid form. The resulting liq-
uid is now alcohol between 180 to 190
proof or 90 to 95% pure grain alcohol. To
make the product drinkable, the brewers

cut it to half strength by
mixing with pure spring
water.” 
Within the small, square

gallery space, I also read
about how beer is brewed. It
all starts with making wort
out of malted grain. The
grain is soaked in hot water
in a mash tun in order to
convert the starches in the
grain into fermentable sug-
ars through a process
known as mashing. After
soaking the grain for the
given recipe time, the grain
is rinsed of the sugary liquid
called wort and drained into
a boil kettle. Once all the

sugars have been rinsed off the grain, the
wort is then boiled. During the boiling
process, hops are added to contribute fla-
vor and bitterness to the beer. The flavor
all depends on where the hops are grown
and most have fruit, herbal or citrus fla-
vors. 
Once yeast is added to the wort, fer-

mentation begins and will typically take
anywhere from one to four weeks, some-
times more if the beer is to be aged.
Throughout the fermentation process, the
yeast eats the sugars and in turn, it creates
two by-products: carbon dioxide and
alcohol. After the fermentation process,
the beer still needs to be packaged into
bottles and kegs. Once packaged, there’s a
slight waiting period for the beer to car-
bonate or condition, and it will vary
depending on the beer style and method.   
Next to this display was an instrument

which appeared to be a cider press.
Exhibited in glass cases were recipe books
and shot glasses from the mid-1950’s to
60’s. On top of the tiki bar were glass jars
filled with cocktail umbrellas. Like the
drinks they garnish, cocktail umbrellas are

colorful, playful and historically ambigu-
ous. According to a museum plaque, “it’s
very likely that they originated in China.”
In fact, decorative paper parasols have
existed since 22 AD. Donn Beach, of
“Donn the Beachcomber” is likely to have
started the trend of adding them to drinks
back in 1933. In another glass case was a
colorful collection of tiki cups and hol-
lowed out coconuts. 
The exhibit is set up in the center of the

large room that makes up the Orange
County Agricultural and Nikkei Heritage
Museum. 
The Fullerton Arboretum worked with

Cal State Fullerton to open the museum
to the public on March 20, 2006. Its pur-
pose is to highlight the history, develop-
ment, and impact of agriculture, as well as
the contributions of the Japanese
American community and the local pio-
neer families, to the growth of Orange
County. Some of the well-known families
who donated and participated in found-
ing the museum include the Nerio, Knott,
Kramer and Chapman families.
According to its website, the Orange
County Agricultural and Nikkei Heritage
Museum believes “that history does not
happen in a vacuum and many people had
and have roles in the development of agri-
culture in our county and the intercon-
nections will be emphasized.”
If Fullerton residents would like to learn

more about how various plants are turned
into different forms of alcohol, check out
the exhibit, Sip: The Botany Behind Our
Favorite Drinks, runs until January 27,
2019. From February 2019 to March,
there will be a compelling exhibition
telling the story of one of California’s
most beloved and feared animals – the
grizzly bear, titled Bear in Mind: The
Story of the California Grizzly. 
If you can’t make it to Sip: The Botany

Behind Our Favorite Drinks, don’t worry
because I’ve created a video showcasing
highlights of the exhibition. Just visit the
Observer’s website, click on the “Videos”
tab and click on the words “Emerson
Little YouTube Channel,” which will take
you directly to my page.      

Above: 
The pathway to the OC Agricultural and
Nikkei Heritage Museum at the Fullerton

Arboretum.

At Left:
The exhibit, which is open through

January 27th, 
includes a Tiki Bar.

At Right:
A display of ceramic Tiki 
tumblers and bowls made 

of coconut shells.

Fun Facts
•15-17 pounds of

potatoes are used to
make one bottle of
vodka. 

•300 million blue
agave plants are har-
vested each year for the
production of tequila.

•800,000 tons of
wheat harvested each
year in the US is used
by distillers for alcohol
production.
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TUES, DEC 18
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council

Meeting at City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth. Designation as a
Recycling Market Development Zone;
Verizon Cell Tower at 2470 W. Pioneer;
Community Facilities District special
tax bond annual accountability report;
Comprehensive annual Financial
report for FY ended June 30, 2018;
Review City Council Rules of
Procedure; Legislative Lobbying
Update. See full agendas  Fridays before
the meeting at www.cityoffullerton.com.

WED, DEC 19
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine Every

Wednesday Farmers Market at
Independence Park next to the DMV
on Valencia between Euclid and
Highland in Fullerton. Fresh produce
including fruit, vegetables, plants, eggs,
flowers, baked goods, tamales, empe-
nadas, kettle korn, nuts, and more.   
•5:30pm-7pm: Free Class on

Alzheimer’s at St. Jude Family
Caregiver Resource Center, 130 W.
Bastanchury Rd., Fullerton. Identify
strategies to help communicate with
those at various stages of Alzheimer’s.
Taught by Alzheimer’s Association.
Reach the Alzheimer’s Association
helpline at 800-272-3900 or visit
www.alz.org/oc.

THURS, DEC 20
•10:30am: Lunch & Movie at the

Senior Center features Baked Meatloaf
served at 11:30. $5/under 60; $3/over
60. Stay for a 12:30pm screening of
Almacenados in Spanish with English
subtitles for $1. A man about to retire
and his young replacement spend five
days on a work site and develop a
unique bond. Fullerton Community
Center, 340 W. Commonwealth.
•6:30pm: Family Movie Night

“Boss Baby”  at Fullerton Public
Library, 353 W. Commonwealth. A
fun-filled evening for families. with
school-age children. Free
•7pm: National Geographic

Climate Change Documentary
Before the Flood with Leonardo
DiCaprio at St. Matthias Church, 7056
Washington Ave., Whittier 90602. To
watch the trailer, search YouTube for
“ICQQanANCbjQ.” Free 

FRI, DEC 21
•10:30am: Lunch & Movie at the

Senior Center features Beef Tamales
and Mexican Rice served at 11:30.
$5/under 60; $3/over 60. Stay for a
screening of Christopher Robin at
12:30pm for $1. Christopher Robin,

GREEN BOOK: Two Hits

by Joyce Mason 
© 2018

HITS &  
MISSES

Based on a true story, set in 1962, and evoking
the road trip genre, “Green Book” offers glimpses
into a pre-Civil Rights journey from New York to
Alabama as it tells the story of an African-American
musical genius with three doctorate degrees and the
prestige that accommodates his living in an apart-
ment above Carnegie Hall. His record company
sends him on a two-month performance tour to
promote the Don Shirley Trio, still famous in musi-
cal history.
Dr. Donald Shirley (Mahershala Ali) needs a

chauffeur to drive him through states so hostile to
Blacks that in order to find accommodations they
must use “The Negro Motorist Green-Book,” from
which the title is taken. The record company rents
a new Cadillac  and hires him a white chauffeur, but
only after Dr. Shirley has researched and inter-
viewed qualified candidates because the chauffeur
must double at times as a bodyguard and caretaker. 
Early in the film we get to know Tony Vallelonga

(Viggo Mortensen).  He has been a bouncer and
driver for the owner of the Copacabana in New
York City, but is temporarily out of a job while the
night club is being remodeled. Tony badly needs
work to support his wife Dolores (Linda Cardellini)
and two young children.  At his interview, Tony’s
voluble, expansive personality and broad Bronx
accent create a dramatic contrast with the elegant,
refined, intellectual Shirley.  Even during Tony’s ini-
tial interview, he refuses to call his potential
employer anything but the informal Doc. 
After further investigation, including a call to

Tony’s wife to see if she would mind her husband’s
being away from home for two months, Shirley
hires Tony at the higher salary that Tony has
demanded. As they leave in the Coupe de Ville,
with Shirley in the back seat, the men settle into an
awkward camaraderie.  Tony eats, talks and smokes
most of the time, much to the chagrin of Doc, who
is gradually adjusting to his brash, outspoken driv-
er.  An interesting balance of power between the
men keeps shifting, each man strong in his habits
and beliefs, but each realizing when to back off.
Tony, who has harbored some racial prejudice

himself, is awed and impressed when he hears
Shirley perform with his trio on their first sched-
uled stop. Again, he is impressed when he hears
Doc speaking fluently in two other languages,
German and Italian.  Doc begins to respect the
competence of his driver and is somewhat charmed
by Tony’s unflinching authenticity.
The trip takes them through Pennsylvania, into

the Midwest and eventually south through
Kentucky into the Deep South. Incidents occur
along the way, such as refusal by some restaurants to
serve a black man, even when he is to be the star
performer that night; being pulled over in a rain-
storm after dark because there are curfews for
Blacks out after dark; a flat tire in which the police
are actually helpful. But no incident is a cliché. We
care about these two men and wonder how they will
handle each problem.
Besides good direction by Peter Farrelly, two

other elements help audiences become totally
absorbed in the experiences of these two travelers .
The first is a terrific script, written by three contrib-
utors—director Farrelly; writer Brian Hayes Currie;
and Nick Vallelonga,  son of the real-life Tony, who
insisted on getting his father’s mannerisms, Bronx
accent, and enthusiastic embrace of life accurately.
The other element is the superb acting by
Mortensen and Ali, both of whom were nominated
by the Golden Globes.  In a small but equally won-
derful portrayal is Cardellini, as Tony’s wife.
Also nominated by the Golden Globes were the

movie itself in the “comedy and musical” category;
Farrelly for best director; and the three writers for
best screenplay.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

now a middle-aged man living in
London, receives a surprise visit
from his childhood pal Winnie the
Pooh. Fullerton Community
Center, 340 W. Commonwealth.
•7pm: Homeless Persons’

Interreligious Memorial Service at
Arboretum at Christ Cathedral,
13280 Champan Ave, Garden
Grove. To provide the name of
someone you know who has lost
their life on the streets in Orange
County contact Esther Ramirez at
(714) 282-6001 or email
eramirez@rcbo.org. Organized by
Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange,
Sisters of St. Joseph, Our Fathers
Table, and HomeAid OC. 

•7:30pm: Darden Sisters at the
Muckenthaler Cultural Center,
1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton.
$15 call 714-738-6595 or email
info@themuck.org or purchase
online. Celebrate the season with
cheery, harmonious arrangements of
favorite classics sung by the Darden
Sisters in the indoor gallery. 

SAT, DEC 22
•10am: Free Guided Nature

Tour of the gardens at Fullerton
Arboretum, 1900 Associated Road,
Fullerton (on edge of CSUF cam-
pus). 
•10am: 4th Annual Know Your

Roots Conference at 4232
Whiteside St., LA 90063. Sponsored
by OC Indigenous Communities.
Free conference on indigenous his-
tory, cultural development, native
foods, resisting global corporate cap-
italism and more includes lunch
(bring your own resusable plate,
cup, napkin). 

FRI, DEC 28
•9:30am-4:30pm: Children’s

Oshogatsu Workshop at the
Japanese American Cultural Center,
244 S. San Pedro St., LA 90012. A
day of workshops celebrating
Japanese New Year. Register at
http://www.jaccc.org/oshogatsu

MON, DEC 31
•7pm-Midnight: First Night

Fullerton family-oriented, alcohol-
free event in Downtown Fullerton
features music, entertainment,
bounce houses, and more - plus food
for purchase, and fireworks display
at midnight. Admission & parking
is free. Some activities and food cost
a little.

WED, JAN 2
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market See Dec. 19 listing
for details

FRI, JAN 4
•6pm-10pm: Fullerton Art Walk
Numerous downtown venues

within walking distance of each
other open and showing local art.
Visit www.fullertonartwalk.com

SAT, JAN 5
•10am-11:30am: OLLI-CSUF

Spring Open House at Ruby
Gerontology Center, CSUF, 800 N.
State College, Fullerton. An inform-
ative meeting about courses and
activites for 2019. Parking is free.
For more info call (657) 278-2446
or email questions to olli-
info@fullerton.edu

SAT, JAN 12
•9am-11am: Friends of Coyote

Hills Nature Walk Enjoy a guided
nature walk along the trails of West
Coyote Hills. In Fall and Winter,
buckwheat flowers dry to a rusty
brown-red. And, if provided with
enough early morning dew and
longer cool nights, many native
plants begin sprouting. Many bird
species migrate south but some stay,
including the threatened California
Gnatcatcher. On clear days the views
of Orange County and local moun-
tains are spectacular. The walk is a
moderately easy 2 mile hike (with
some uphill) suitable for the entire
family. Dogs are welcome as long as
they are on  leashes. Meet at the
open gate entrance to the Equestrian
Center of Laguna Lake Park, on
Lakeview - just east of Euclid in
Fullerton. Wear comfortable shoes
and bring water to drink. Free
•10am-1pm: Finance

Management Seminar at Fullerton
Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Presented by the
Credit Union of Southern
California. Free
•12:30-2:30pm: Motown & Ray

Charles OLLI-CSUF Jazz Series at
Florentine’s Grill in downtown
Fullerton. For more info call (657)
278-2446 or visit olli-fullerton.edu

MON, JANUARY 14, 2019
•6pm-7:30pm: Healthy Living

for Body & Brain at the Fullerton
Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Hear tips from the
latest research and learn how to
make lifestyle choices to keep
your brain and body healthy as
you age. Free

FRI, DEC 21 continued

Free Mens 
Voice Class 
Jan 8 -Feb 12,

2019
7:30pm-8:30pm

Fullerton Union High
School choir room, 
201 E. Chapman Ave. 

Register:
LearnToSingFree.com 
The 6-week class, spon-
sored by Orange Empire
Chorus, is taught by musi-
cian/teacher Andrew

Hernandez. 



Page 14 FULLERTON OBSERVER MID DECEMBER 2018ART

Coney Island: Visions of an American Dreamland
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER

301 N. Pomona Ave. (at E. Wilshire) (714)738-6545

Viva La Familia:
A Collection of Work from the 
Thinkspace Family of Artists
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER

301 N. Pomona Ave. (at E. Wilshire) (714)738-6545

Mary Shelley’s infamous monster has invaded Cal State Fullerton at the
“Frankenstein Meme Art Show and Special Collections Display.”  This exhibit is
part of the 200th anniversary and celebration of Mary Shelley’s famous book
“Frankenstein.” The exhibit is a collaboration between the English and art depart-
ments at CSUF, as well as special collections from the library. The art in the exhib-
it comes from professor Cliff Cramp and his students, who were tasked with the cre-
ation of artwork related to “Frankenstein.” Together they created physical represen-
tations of stories that have been passed down generations and take the shape of
many different forms of “Frankenstein.” The display is up until December 21,

Nevertheless, We Persisted:
Breast Cancer Awareness Exhibition
@ CSUF POLLACK LIBRARY (WEST TERRACE)

800 N. State College Blvd. on the campus of Cal State Fullerton
(657) 278-2633  

This exhibition explores what it
means to prevent and treat, educate
about, survive and thrive through
breast cancer. Art works address the
personal, political, social and related
medical issues. 
Curator Dr. Sharon Chappell is

Associate Professor for the College of
Education's Elementary and Bilingual
Education Department at CSUF. She
has a very personal connection to the
exhibit having completed 10 months
of breast cancer treatment this
September 2018 at Kaiser
Permanente.
The exhibit, featuring national and

California artists, CSUF faculty, staff
and students is on the Second Floor
West Terrace of Pollak Library through
December 23, 2018.

The Frankenstein Meme Art Show
@ CSUF POLLACK LIBRARY ATRIUM GALLERY

800 N. State College Blvd. on the campus of Cal State Fullerton
(657) 278-2633 

Visitors to the current exhibit at the Fullerton Musem Center during the 
December 7 Downtown Fullerton Art Walk. 

The exhibition brings to life the excitement of Coney Island, showing vis-
itors how its magnetic world of attractions has become a touchstone for
American mass culture and popular recreation. Coney Island: Visions of an
American Dreamland is on display through January 6, 2019

“Living in the 21st century, we make use of all material goods on earth to serve us a
comfortable life. It seems like the more civil we are as humans, the more trash we cre-
ate.” For three decades artist Ann Phong has incorporated materials meant to be thrown
away into lush paintings that both chronicle the state of our world, and contemplate
her own trans-pacific, cross-cultural journey from her native Vietnam to California.
The exhibit closes December 30.

Artwork by Ann Phong
@ MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER

1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton   www.themuck.org   (714)738-6595

In their smaller Atrium Gallery, the Fullerton Museum Center has partnered with
Thinkspace Gallery for a group show called “Viva La Familia: A Collection of Works
from the Thinkspace Family of Artists.” Located in LA’s Culver City Arts District,
Thinkspace Gallery has garnered an international reputation as one of the most active
and productive exponents of the New Contemporary Art Movement.

Blanquel @ Fullerton Art Walk
The Downtown Fullerton Art Walk

takes place the first Friday of every month
from 6-10pm at a variety of venues down-
town. One of the longest-running and
most interesting venues is Blanquel Art on
Wood, owned by Florencio Blanquel,
whose handcrafted works are as authentic
as they are beautiful. Located at 109 S
Harbor Blvd in Downtown Fullerton.
The next Fullerton Art Walk will take
place January 4th from 6-10pm. Visit
www.fullertonartwalk.com for more info.

“Amazon Warrior” by Viktoria Mee



FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 15MID DECEMBER 2018 THEATER & MUSIC

Santa Claus Conquers the Martians
@ MAVERICK THEATER

110 E. Walnut Ave. Fullerton  
Tickets: (714) 526-7070  www.mavericktheater.com

Santa Claus Conquers the Martians
plays now through December 23rd;
Fridays at 8pm, Saturdays at 4pm &
8pm, and Sundays at 3pm (with 7pm
shows on Dec. 9, 16, and 23rd). The
production is adapted to the stage by
Brian Newell and Nick McGee and
directed by Brian Newell. 
Santa Claus is kidnapped by

Martians! Will the children on Earth
have no toys on Christmas Day? Only
Hollywood could cook up such an
absurd story and only the Maverick
would want to adapt it to stage. The
show is performed with a light-hearted
“Saturday Night Live” style that is suit-
able for children above 4, and even
cranky adults. $25 ($15/kids under 12) 

“A Charlie Brown Christmas”
@ CHANCE THEATER

Bette Aitken Theater Arts Center
5522 E La Palma Ave, Anaheim, CA 

Tickets: (888) 455-4212   www.chancetheater.com

ALSO SHOWING through Dec 20: The MistleTones. Featured on Access Hollywood,
Disney's California Adventure, Downtown Disney, Knott’s Berry Farm, and the Staples
Center, The MistleTones have been bringing laughter to the holidays for 16 years using
their blend of Christmas parodies, handbells, and traditional tunes. With crowd
favorites like "We Will Flock You", "MmmShop" and "Can't Wrap This.”

Created by Charles M. Schulz, based on the television special by Bill Melendez and
Lee Mendelson, this stage adaptation by Eric Schaeffer is presented by special arrange-
ment with Arthur Whitelaw and Ruby Persson, and will be directed by Resident Artist
James McHale. Join Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Lucy, Linus, and the whole Peanuts gang
as they produce their own Christmas play and ultimately learn the true meaning of the
season. Featuring the music of Vince Guaraldi, as well as beloved holiday carols per-
formed by the Peanuts characters. “It's like watching the television special come to life!”
– Around The Town Chicago. December 30 at 1pm, 4pm, and 7pm.

Charlie Brown (Matt Takahashi) talks to his friend, Linus (Juston Gonzalez) about how
he’s just not in the Christmas spirit this year.  PHOTO BY DOUG CATILLER.

‘Twas a Darden Sisters Christmas
@ MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER

1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton   www.themuck.org   (714)738-6595

“It’s a Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play” 
@ STAGES THEATER

400 E Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 www.stagesoc.org

There aren't many things that signal the
beginning of the holiday season quite like
watching It's a Wonderful Life.
STAGEStheatre kicks off the holiday sea-
son with a stage adaptation of this classic. 
In Joe Landry's adaptation, it's

December 24, 1946 in Studio A at
WSTG Radio and a cast of actors are
preparing to present It's a Wonderful Life
live to their listening audience. 
With the help of a pianist and a sound

effects artist, the ensemble recreates the
story of George Bailey, a young man
whose dreams of traveling the world are
thwarted by his sense of responsibility to
the family business. Down on his luck,
George Bailey, a compassionate yet dis-
heartened businessman, is at the end of
his rope, questioning his purpose in life. 
Just when he comes to believe that life is

not worth the effort, some divine inter-
vention allows him to see the way that his
life has affected all those he loves, and he
learns what his life is really worth. 
This 2018 production marks

STAGEStheatre's tenth anniversary of
producing play.  
Tickets are $22 and $20 for students

and seniors.  Performances are through
December 22nd, Fridays and Saturdays at
8pm.
ALSO SHOWING at Stages Theater on

December 23 at 7pm: Missed
Connections. Need a little pick me up?
This show is a wacky, off beat and defi-
nitely off color night of dramatic readings
of some of the most ridiculous postings
from Craigslist you’ll ever hear. Conceived
by Jill Johnson and cast with Orange
County Store Front Theatre All Stars.

Darri Kristin, Frank Tryon, and Kathleen Switzer perform in 
“It’s a Wonderful Life: a Live Radio Play” through Dec. 22. - PHOTO BY AMANDA DEMAIO

The Darden Sisters are a musical group from Fullerton comprised of four sisters:
Selah (violin), Clarah (guitar), Havi (mandolin), and Tabbi (bass). Known for their
Americana folk sound and re-imagining of classic and modern tunes, the Sisters focus
on musical harmonies and blending of styles.
“It’s kind of an alternative sound, but with Americana and folk influences,” says

Clarah, “We love to harmonize together, sometimes in four part harmonies....We do a
lot of covers of 60s, 70s, and 80s music.  We write some originals that we’re starting to
integrate into our sets.”
Celebrate this season with the Darden Sisters as they warm your holidays with

cheery, harmonious arrangements of their favorite classics. Friday, December 21,
20187:30 p.m. Tickets $15.

The Darden Sisters will perform at the Muckenthaler on Dec. 21.
PHOTO BY RIVER MEDLOCK PHOTOGRAPHY.



The Republican majority on the
Council was a bit too clever when they
tried to Gerrymander the 3rd district into
a Republican district (the so-called down-
town bar-owners option) with an incum-
bent Republican member; and putting
each incumbent into a separate district. 
When Jesus Silva was subsequently

elected and Doug Chaffee said he would
not run again, they had the chance to
change the lines and put Greg Sebourn
into the more heavily Republican 2nd dis-
trict, but that would have handed the 3rd
over to a Democrat.  They left the lines
untouched, meaning that two incumbents
might run against each other, but there
was an assumption that a Republican
would win in a Republican district. Due
to the changing demographics, the Blue
Wave and the high student turnout, the
district went Democratic with Jesus Silva
the easy winner (ostensibly these are non-
partisan elections, but that is not the reali-
ty).
As a result, Jesus Silva had to vacate the

last two years of his at-large seat to begin
his four years as a district representative  
The four current members now must

decide on how to fill that vacancy. The
vacancy is for the remaining two years of
the at large seat which will disappear —
along with the other at large seats — in
2020 — to be replaced by 3 additional
district representatives: District 1 in the
NW of the city, District 2 in the central
north and district 4 in the SW. The
Council can fill that vacancy either by
election) or by appointment. The current
agenda packet for the Dec. 18 council
meeting lays out the options for an elec-
tion which might, depending on the
option, take place any time after mid-May
or November and cost up or more than
$400,000 (see page 5).
While some have spoken strongly at

recent council meetings about favoring an
election to fill the seat, this would be a
very low turnout election and not a good
exercise in democracy. One reason for low
turnouts in American elections is that
there are so many of them; and elections
at off-beat times have very low turnout.
Even an expensive and high-profile elec-
tion like that for the Mayor of LA, since it
is held in March, only draws about 20%
of registered voters. A council election in
Fullerton between May and November
would probably only draw a percentage in
the low teens at best. A mail ballot elec-
tion might have a higher return rate, but
that could not take place until August
when many people are out of town or
have other things on their minds
Low turnout elections do not provide a

representative sample of the electorate and
tend to be decided by older and more
conservative voters, with fewer Hispanic
and Asian voters turning out. And who

would choose to spend money to run for
a seat that will disappear in less than 2
years, barely one year if the election is held
in November?  The winner will probably
be someone with deep pockets, funded by
business interest with something at stake,
and/or who already has high visibility.
(One exception to this might be the Save
Coyote Hills group which has highly moti-
vated members and a cause – if they can get
organized behind an election.)
If I were a council member I would not

support an election unless I had a pretty
good idea of who would be likely to win;
or unless the council could not agree upon
an acceptable replacement.
Rather than spend big bucks on an elec-

tion and have to wait for five to 11
months for a result, I would be satisfied to
see the council make the choice; although
I have no idea on who the 4 sitting coun-
cil members could agree. It takes three
votes and there is no identifiable majority.
Nominally there are now two Democrats
and two Republicans on the council, so
the most likely choice might be a moder-
ate Democrat (e.g. conservative or busi-
ness and development oriented), or a
moderate Republican (socially liberal, fis-
cally conservative). However, there are
other important issues in the city that cut
across party lines: the future of Coyote
Hills, the preservation of the Hunt
Branch building, homeless shelters, police
oversight, and residential development for
starters.
Some individuals are actively campaign-

ing for the seat, talking to council mem-
bers. Perhaps the council will develop an
application process, maybe even with a
screening process. There are several quali-
fied candidates, including several former
councilmembers. Current members prob-
ably will not want to appoint someone
who lives in their district and who might
run against them in the future (no one
currently lives in heavily Republican
District 2). And an experienced former
member might overshadow less experi-
enced newer members.
This should make for interesting poli-

tics. The first round will be at the next
council meeting on the 18th. If you have
ideas, this would be the time to show up
and voice them. We have clearly entered a
new era of politics. 
A final thought: there seemed to have

been little or no big-money interest in the
District 5 election. That may never hap-
pen again once they realize that every dis-
trict representative has a vote and can be
critical to their goals. Chevron, for
instance, could pour money into any dis-
trict and have an important impact as has
been the case in the state legislature espe-
cially in Democrat v. Democrat races
where they have supported the more busi-
ness-friendly of the two candidates.
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Fullerton
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and
Natalie Kennedy and a group of friends
in 1978, is staffed by local citizen vol-
unteers who create, publish, and dis-
tribute the paper throughout our com-
munity.  This venture is a not-for-prof-
it one with all revenues plowed back
into maintaining and improving our
independent, non-partisan, non-sectar-
ian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton

residents about the institutions and
other societal forces which most impact
their lives, so that they may be empow-
ered to participate in constructive ways
to keep and make these private and
public entities serve all residents in law-
ful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways. Through our extensive local cal-
endar and other coverage, we seek to
promote a sense of community and an
appreciation for the values of diversity
with which our country is so uniquely
blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:
Submissions on any topic of interest 
are accepted from Fullerton residents 

and we try hard to get it all in. 
Sorry we sometimes fail. 

Shorter pieces have a better chance. 
Email to observernews@earthlink.net

or mail to: FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051

FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051
____________________________
How To Subscribe
Subscriptions  are due each October
$25/Fullerton • $35/Out of Town

Send Check with Name & Address  to: 
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, 

Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________

How to Advertise
Call 714-525-6402,

or email 
observernews@earthlink.net
________________________________

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer 
are distributed throughout Fullerton 

and sent through the mail to subscribers 
every two weeks except only once 

in January, July & August. 

Missed a Copy?Visit us online at:
www.fullertonobserver.com

& on FaceBook

• STAFF•
• Managing Editor: Sharon Kennedy

•Special Reports:
Jesse La Tour, Jane Rands, Matt Leslie
• Database  Manager: Jane Buck

• Advisor: Tracy Wood
• Copy Editor/Proof: Christine Romer
• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,  
Marjorie Kerr, Manny Bass, Leslie Allen

• Webmaster: Jesse La Tour

• FEATURES & COLUMNISTS
• COUNCIL REPORT: Jesse La Tour
•CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey
• DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto
•GARDENING: Penny Hlavac

•FULLERTON HISTORY: Terry Galvin
• LIBRARY ISSUES: Matt Leslie 

• MOVIE REVIEW HITS & MISSES: Joyce Mason 
•YOUTH EDITOR: Francine Vudoti

•POLITICAL COMMENTARY: 
Jonathan Dobrer & Vince Buck
•PASSION FOR JUSTICE: Sinh Dang

•PHOTOGRAPHER: Jere Greene, Damion Lloyd
•ROVING REPORTERS: Jere Greene 
and other Community Members
• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:

Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno
•SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko 
• THEATRE REVIEWS:

Eric Marchese, Angela Hatcher, Mark Rosier 
•VIDEO OBSERVER: Emerson Little

Created & Published in Fullerton 
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HOW  TO  VOICE
YOUR OPINION

The Community Opinion pages
provide a free forum for the commu-
nity.  The Observer welcomes letters
on any subject of interest.
Comments are the opinions of the
writer, may be shortened for space,
and typos corrected if we notice
them.  
We must verify your identity, but

we allow initials only and town to be
printed if desired, or anonymous in
print if a reasonable case can be
made as to why that is necessary. But
Please Note: Opinions sent to us
without name, address and phone
number will not be printed. Please
add your contact information so we
can verify. That information aside
from name and town will not be
kept, shared, or printed. Thanks!
Send opinions to: 
observernews@earthlink.net or
mail to: Fullerton Observer, 
PO Box 7051, Fullerton

CA92834

Candidates Clean Up
Your Act!

One thing I wanted to point out that
really irritates me is the people who were
running for office (all) still have their
campaign signs up all over the city. Why
can’t they send out all the volunteers and
clean up their signs?  They just deteriorate
and add trash to our city !  I’m sick of it.
“All candidates Clean up your act , in our
City.”  Respectfully submitted ,

Patrick McGarvey Fullerton 

Appointment vs. Special Election by Vince Buck

Unreported 
Hate Crimes

In the early Dec. issue of the Observer
(pg 10) OC Human Relations released its
statistics on the numbers of hate crimes
reported in Orange County. According to
their statistics, it is on the increase.
Two crimes were not mentioned in the

article. One involved a Caucasian-
American woman who was called a
"Honky b-word." The other involved a
Caucasian-American couple who returned
from a political rally to find the word
"Nazi"scrawled across their windshield
and their car severely keyed.
Hate has no racial, ethnic or social

boundaries. It affects everyone, equally.
Using it to justify the vilification, sham-

ing and blaming of one particular seg-
ment of society one considers the source
of that hate, especially when that segment
does not agree with you politically, has
done nothing but exacerbate the situa-
tion. I trust that the reader is not too
obtuse to understand what I am saying.

Marie DeLozier Fullerton

ED: You are right that many hate crimes
and incidents, as mentioned in the report,
are not included in the statistics because
they are never reported. If you are target-
ed, report the incident to OC Human
Relations at (714) 480-6570 or online at
www.ochumanrelations.org/hatecrime.

233 Homeless
I see Anaheim is building a second large

shelter for the homeless in an industrial
area next to the first one they built with
county money. Why can’t Fullerton buy a
warehouse, or old apartment building or
hotel to house the 233 unsheltered home-
less persons living on the streets of
Fullerton? I don’t get it. It makes sense
morally but also financially. According to
the UCI report - doing that would cut the
costs of providing services to homeless
people in half.                   LK Fullerton 



President Trump wants a wall, a “big
beautiful wall.” He knows about walls
because as a builder, he’s built many
walls—walls around his golf courses,
hotels and private clubs. He knows that
walls work since few Latin Americans or
Mexicans without legal (looking) papers
get into his hotels, golf courses or
clubs—unless they’re there to work or
are actually building his walls. Maybe
underpaying his Hispanic workers is
what he means by claiming that Mexico
will pay for the wall on our southern
border.
Trump claims that

walls work to keep out
undesirable folks, people
who bring “crime, drugs
and disease.” He cites as
proof of the efficacy of
walls the Berlin Wall,
not bothering to reflect
on the fact that it was
built not to keep people out but to keep
them in. He also referenced the wall
(fence) in Tijuana and the wall (barrier)
in Israel—that in all fairness has cut
down terror in Israeli cities but also
added to the misery in the Palestinian
community.
He naturally references the Great Wall

of China. This wall, however, did not in
fact keep out invaders from the north. It
was useful for marking the border and
for collecting customs duties but it did
not stop the Manchu Qin from march-
ing through the gates and overthrowing
the Ming. 
As for the dirty, dishonest and diseased

immigrant/refugees in their caravans
heading to our southern border, they are
no more dirty, dishonest or diseased than
your average American citizen from a
similar socio-economic demographic.
In fact, these hurtful and hateful

canards are the traditional insults used
against all immigrants—legal or other-
wise. The good people of these United
States of America were warned at the
turn of the 19th-20th Century that the
Jews, the Italians, the Irish and the Poles
were all dirty, dishonest and diseased.
And even if we needed them to work on
our farms and in our sweatshops, they
weren’t like normal Americans—which
is to say WASPs. As for the Asians who
built our railroads, well, they were dou-
bly dirty, dishonest and diseased and
inscrutable—whatever that means.
Former slaves weren’t seen as immigrants
at all but imported commodities who
somehow were also dirty, dishonest and
diseased. As for the truly Native
Americans, they were dirty from being
kept in squalor and diseased, at least
partly because we gave them our dis-
eases—sometimes intentionally.
When debating walls, we tend to for-

get a couple of important points. Yes,
borders are important and nations do
have the right to determine who comes
in as immigrants, as students, as guest
workers, as tourists and as refugees.
Despite mischaracterizations to the con-
trary, very few argue for open borders.
However, both liberals and conservatives
can be less than honest about both our
disagreements and our agreements.

Conservative folks in agra-business want
cheap labor. Liberal folks in markets also
want cheap labor and have no wish to
pay living wages to the people who pick
our crops, bus our tables, cut our lawns
or push our baby strollers. In this time of
Trump, our short-term economic inter-
ests trump our abstract principles and
moral values.
So, if we have both the right and the

need to control our borders, what’s
wrong with a wall? Why not give Trump
$5 billion for his wall? Well, first of all,

you can’t build a thou-
sand mile long wall—
30 feet high—for $5
billion or. Even $50 bil-
lion. Not even with
slaves. Secondly, a wall
is a 15th Century solu-
tion to a 21st Century
problem. Walls do not,
in fact work. They are

imperfect at keeping people in and
pathetic at keeping people out.
Walls do not work to isolate our prob-

lems. But don’t we need to do something
about the drugs coming into this coun-
try? Yes. But a wall? No. Think about it.
You can get just about any drug you
want in any prison. Remember that pris-
ons have walls—big and not so beautiful
walls. They have iron bars and armed
guards and intrusive inspections and still
the most fortified places in our nation
are filled with drugs.
Why? It’s simple: There’s a market for

drugs in prisons. There’s a market for
drugs in our civil society and for cheap
labor. This is basic capitalism, the mar-
ket economy at work. The principle is
simple: If we want it, it will become
quickly and widely available.
We have a right to regulate immigra-

tion but we won’t do it with symbolism
and cruel distractions. Walls won’t solve
our problems, nor will dishonest and
hypocritical posing. We need to speak
honestly and compassionately to each
other and about the people, the human
beings who leave their homeland and
trek here—or die trying. They are not an
infestation, not rodents or vermin. They
are people, often desperate people, seek-
ing a new life. While we can’t take them
all, we can remember their humanity
and our own.
Rather than billions of dollars for

walls, how about, (as I suggested in early
November in The Caravan is Coming) a
few billion to help  their homelands
become politically and economically
decent?

Robert Frost wrote: 
Before I built a wall I'd ask to know
What I was walling in or walling out,
And to whom I was like to give offence.

Something there is 
that doesn't love a wall.

Is Trump’s Folly trying to wall out the
pain of the world? If so, it will fail. Or is
it walling in our own humanity? In that
it might succeed, but we should work
assiduously to see that it doesn’t.

www.Dobrer.com
Follow me on Twitter@jondoobrer
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2018

Something There is That Doesn’t Love a Wall

Notes from Subscribers
Thank You to all our old and new subscribers who sent in their payments for home

delivery. And we really appreciated those who added extra and all the sweet notes.
When there is space we will print some more. - Thanks for all the encouragement!

Roundabouts on Wilshire
Regarding the roundabouts on

Wilshire. I go to Arizona quite often
where they have had roundabouts for a
number of years now. The problem is,
they became so fixated on them they are
now placed in spots where there really is
no need. For example if you travel to
Phoenix via the old Route 60, you will
come to a roundabout in the middle of
nowhere; at an intersection at which I
may have seen a car or truck once or twice
in the last four to five years. Also, if you
drive East on Scottsdale Road you will
find 5-10 roundabouts in residential areas
where the traffic is minimal and there
again, is no need for them.
I hope Fullerton doesn’t become so

attached to this “recent trend” that they

end up like Arizona just placing them at
inappropriate places because they got
funding or because they think it’s the
thing to do now. I drive through the
roundabout at Richman and Wilshire
quite often and have found that a number
of drivers do not know that you yield to
the driver on your left. A number of times
people hesitate or actually stop because
they don’t know the protocol. In Arizona,
they have signs at each roundabout telling
people to yield to the driver on the left
(hint: Fullerton). I also have a truck and
can barely make the turn at that intersec-
tion; I can’t belive the fire department
signed off on these, especially with their
ladder trucks.                 

L.L. Fullerton

Count Every Vote: EIPCa Observer
by Fritz von Coelln

The current ballot system is unwieldly
and overwhelming if not out-and-out bro-
ken.   As an observer of the voting process
at precincts and at the Registrar of Voters
(ROV) count process I am amazed that
this vulnerable system works as well as it
does.  
Thousands of voters claim to have not

received their mail-in ballots and then
request provisional ballots.
Mail-in ballots are “lost”
without the knowledge of the
voters.  Thousands of voters
claim to have “changed
names,” “changed addresses,”
or “just registered” and then
request provisional ballots.
Voters receive mail-in ballots
at two different addresses.
Voters don’t trust the US
Postal Service to deliver their
mail-in ballots. Ballot propo-
sitions are poorly titled to lead voters
astray.  The precinct sign-in procedure has
a voter address booklet that is printed
upside down and turned around.  Some
precincts are too small and crowded to
accept the prescribed number of machines
and cartons (cardboard voting booths).
Some precincts are understaffed, particu-
larly since voting interest is at an all-time
high.  Valiant voters wait in long lines to
vote.
ROV clerks are challenged to verify

every voter signature, comparing a scrib-
bled signature on the ballot to a more leg-
ible and possibly different signature on
their original voter registration form.
Ballots are discarded when the voter neg-
lects to sign it. 
After the polls close the ballot box is

opened, and the ballots sorted into the
different types, counted and compared to

the number of people signing the roster to
vote. Then those ballots are packed into a
new smaller box, sealed and driven to the
ROV drop off. 
I question why poll workers open the

original ballot box at the end of the day,
sort and count the envelopes and then put
them in another box.  They compare their
count with the number of people signing
in to vote but there is nothing they can do
if the count doesn’t match.  This is

somethng that should only be
done under secure observation at
the ROV ballot collection center. 
These are issues that I personally

observed over a three-week period
starting on the November 6 elec-
tion day.  What other issues are
challenging the voter process?
As an observer for the Election

Integrity Project California
(EIPCa), our purpose is to observe
the voting process and to question
the Precinct Inspector if some pro-

cedure has not been followed correctly. 
I commend the precinct workers whom

I found to be committed to their respon-
sibilities and working hours in the best
interest of the voters.  At one precinct,
overwhelmed by the long lines of voters
throughout the day, the Precinct Inspector
remained cheerful and helpful right up to
the last voter (at 9:45pm - an hour and 45
minutes after the polls closed).  
I found the ROV workers diligent and

committed.  Think of entering data and
comparing voter signatures with two “vol-
unteer observers” behind you ready to
challenge your decision.  Comparing sig-
natures under this stress must be crushing
at times.  The ROV provides a very trans-
parent atmosphere and is to be rightfully
commended in handling the over 1.5 mil-
lion ballots cast this November.  

Rather than 
billions of dollars 
for walls, how about 
a few billion to 

help their homelands
become decent?

Mystery:
An early 

morning runner
found seven

Mail-In Ballots
in the bushes by
the sidewalk at
the corner of
Pioneer and

Gilbert. Four in
the bundle were
from Cypress 

and two from the
same apartment
complex on west
Commonwealth.

The finder
handed them
over to the 

OC Registrar 
of Voters which 
is looking into

the issue.

The 2020
elections may
be as dynamic
as this one
has been.
Will 
history 

repeat itself?



Dr. John Edward Collins (“Dr.
John,” “Running Bear,” “White Man
Who Talks Too Much”), born to
Francis Amos Collins and Nina May
[Saxon] Collins on August 24, 1925,
passed away peacefully on November
27, 2018 with his son and daughter by
his side.  Born in Nelsonville, Ohio, he
was the eighth of ten children to
Francis and Nina.  
He grew up in Nelsonville and grad-

uated from Nelsonville High School.
Just before his 18th birthday in August
of 1943, he joined the U.S. Navy and
learned to fly, soloing for the first time
in May of 1944.  He always loved fly-
ing.  After the war ended, he took
advantage of the G.I. Bill and put him-
self through school, earning his B.A.
and M.A. from Ohio University, and at
the age of 39, his Doctorate in
Education from USC in 1964.
In 1949 he moved to California to

teach business at Needles High School
and met his future wife, Barbara

“Eileen” Kennard, at a teacher’s orienta-
tion at Big Bear Lake, California.  After
teaching for three years in Needles, he
moved to Fullerton, California where
he taught business courses,
became a counselor and
later Associate Dean of
Guidance Services at
Fullerton Community
College.  
John and Eileen were

married on November 8,
1952.  They had two chil-
dren, Paula Joleen and
Dion Mitchell.  
John worked at Fullerton

College until 1985 when
he retired. Over his 36
years in education, he
assisted countless young people in
achieving their goals to live happy and
successful lives.
In 1969, he and Eileen bought their

first Native American (Hopi) pot, the
first of many to follow.  John and Eileen
were responsible for several shows high-
lighting Native American pottery near
their home in Fullerton; in particular,
the Nampeyo family of Hopi in
Arizona and Lucy Lewis of Acoma in
New Mexico.  He was concerned that
the beautiful art created by these people
would die out, and did his best to pro-
mote the awareness of this.  A friend
said of him recently, “He made many
tracks on Hopi.”  
He is preceded in death by wife,

Eileen, and siblings Mary Evelyn, Leta

Faye, Francis “Jack” Earl, Muriel
Louise, Ethel Ruth, Esther “Billie”
Pauline, William “Bob” Robert,
Thomas “Nick” Henry, and James

“Toonie” Everett Joseph
Collins.  He is survived by
daughter Paula J. Collins,
son Dion M. Collins,
daughter-in-law Deborah
[Brogan] Collins, five
grandchildren (Arias and
Kelsi Collins, and Phillip
[wife, Jessica], Emory and
Kirsten Paul), and six
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n
(Salene, Iris, Jade, Allison,
Riley, and Audrey Paul). 
John was interred on

December 8, 2018 at
Memory Garden Memorial Park and
Mortuary, 455 W. Central Ave., Brea,
CA  92821.  
There will be a Memorial service at

Memory Garden Memorial Park on
January 12, 2019 at 2:30pm immedi-
ately followed by a reception at Angelo’s
and Vinci’s Ristorante located at 550
N. Harbor Blvd. in Fullerton. 
If you plan to attend the reception

please send an RSVP to running-
bear1925@gmail.com.   
In lieu of flowers, John requested

donations for a scholarship to be estab-
lished for the education of Native
American youth.  Currently, the fund
has not been established; however,
please send inquiries to running-
bear1925@gmail.com.

Fern Patricia (Fry) Van Wey, 91, was born on
February 20, 1927 in Malad City, Idaho. She
grew up on a dry wheat and alfalfa farm 13
miles north of Malad in a community called
Elkhorn. She graduated from high school in
1945, and moved to Salem, Oregon, where her
grandmother lived. She worked as a stenogra-
pher in a state office for three years.
Fern enrolled at Westmont College in Santa

Barbara in 1948, and graduated in 1953 with a
BA in Social Sciences. She taught first grade in
the Orange Unified School District for four
years.
Fern met and married Richard Van Wey at

the First Baptist Church of Anaheim where they
were members for 13 years. They returned to
Dick’s home church at Fullerton First Baptist in
1968 and were members of that church (now
Wilshire Ave. Community Church) for 50
years. She taught 1st grade Sunday School at
the church for 30 years. She returned to teach-
ing in 1972 as a substitute in the Fullerton
Elementary School District, and later in the
Placentia as well as the Anaheim school dis-
tricts. 
Fern cared for her husband Dick, who suf-

fered from Alzheimer’s disease for seven years
until he passed away in 1999. 
She lived in the same house on Sudene Ave.,

in Fullerton for 56 years, until moving to
Sunnycrest Senior Living in 2012.
Fern passed away on November 27, 2018.

Mom lived an exemplary Christian life and
loved the Lord and her sons with all her heart.
She was loved by all who knew her. She is sur-
vived by her two sons; James and John. 
A Celebration of Life was held at Wilshire

Ave. Community Church on Dec. 8th.
Donations in her memory may be made to
Pathways of Hope.
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Orangethorpe
Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)

Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE
FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor

Fern Patricia Van Wey

December 19  Service Set
for Richard H. Mason 

Richard H. Mason of Fullerton, California
passed away on December 7, 2018 at the age of
89.  He was predeceased by his brother and sis-
ter and his life’s partner, John Raml.  Dick
worked many years at Sears as a retail display
curator.  A graveside service will be held at Forest
Lawn Cemetery in Cypress, California on
Wednesday, December 19, 2018 at 10:30 am. 

MID DECEMBER 2018

Bishop James Donald
Carrington, founding Pastor and
Pastor Emeritus of the Friendship
Baptist Church of Yorba Linda,
passed away on Thursday,
November 15th in Yorba Linda.
He was 85 years old. He was born
on September 25, 1933, in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
He pastored Friendship Baptist

Church for over 48 years.
Friendship Baptist Church began in
Fullerton in 1964 and moved to
Yorba Linda in 1987. 
Bishop Carrington was a faith-

filled visionary leader who pastored
the people of God with patience.
He will be missed by his family, the
Friendship Church Family, sons
and daughters in the gospel preach-
ing ministry, mentees he accumu-
lated along the way, and various
Christian ministries and organiza-
tions he served throughout his min-

Bishop 
James Donald
Carrington

Bishop Carrington with Bob Johnson and the late Charlene Marie Riggins co-authors of
“A Different Shade of Orange: Voices of Orange County, California Black Pioneers,”  in
which Bishop Carrington was one of the leaders featured. PHOTO 2009 BOOK RELEASE PARTY

istry career. He was God’s servant and a man for the people.
Bishop Carrington leaves to cherish his memory and legacy his beloved wife of 58 years, the Rev. Doris Constance

Carrington; two children, Darlene Denise Haynes and DeHaven Carrington; seven grandchildren; and three great-grand-
children. He will be fondly remembered by his nieces, nephews, other relatives, and family friends.    
Services were held at Friendship Baptist Church. Burial services were held December 3 at Inglewood Park Cemetery.

Dr. John Collins Memorial Reception January 12

Room to Rent 
Sought 

Local, Quiet, employed,
self-sufficient disabled
woman seeks room to
rent in Fullerton.
Please call Jean at 
(714) 349-4486
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The Fullerton Observer provides space
for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To partic-
ipate you must have a local phone num-
ber. Contractors must provide valid
licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any
ad not considered suitable for our family
newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10
for 50 words or less per issue. Payment is
by check only.   
The Observer assumes no liability for

ads placed here. However, if you have a

ANSWER KEY
to the puzzle 
on page 7: 

“HOLIDAY FUN”

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2018

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS 
Call (714) 525-6402

FOR SALE
AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry, 
or Nutrilite products 

please call Jean (714) 349-4486.

HOME REPAIR
LICENSED HOME SERVICES
Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Fences, Gates, Patio Covers 

CSLB #744432.  
Free estimates (714) 272-8702

CITY JOB OPENINGS
(updated December 13, 2018)

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on the
“Apply” link or visit Fullerton City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
Adult Services Librarian 
Full Time $4,338-$5,536/monthly
Firefighter Trainee (non-sworn)
Full Time $4,750-$7,192/monthly
Building Inspector I/II 
Full Time $4,716-$6,435/monthly
Parks & Recreation Coordinator 
$3,629-$4,632/monthly Full Time.
Fire Department Utility Worker
$11-$12/hr/no benefits/at will
•Police Officer Trainee
$5,926-$6,599/monthly Full Time.
•Police Officer (Lateral) 
$5,926-$7,564/mo. Full Time. Must be  
currently employed as a police officer.
•Community Services Specialist
$11.75-$12,25/hr No Benefits

PUZZLE MASTER

Valerie Brickey 
grew up in Fullerton.
She and her husband
are raising their 

family here. She has
been contributing 

puzzles to the Fullerton
Observer since 2014.

DENTAL EXAM ADVISED BEFORE SURGERY
New research suggests that patients

who are scheduled to undergo major
cancer surgery might be able to reduce
their risk of complications by schedul-
ing a dental examination beforehand.
According to the study, patients who
visited the dentist were somewhat less
likely to have post-surgery pneumonia
and were more likely to be alive with-
in 30 days of their surgery. This find-
ing can be explained by the fact that
respiratory germs can grow in biofilms
and microorganisms that grow on the
surfaces of the teeth and tongue. By
treating bacteria-laden dental “plaque”
prior to surgery, patients can reduce
the possibility that these microorgan-
isms will be inhaled into the lungs

where they may cause pneumonia.
In cases of head and neck cancers,

there is almost always a mandatory
dental examination if it is expected
that radiation will be a part of the
treatment.
We know how important it is to you

that the people who take care of your
dental needs be well-informed, knowl-
edgeable, highly skilled, and caring
and compassionate. Our promise to
you is that our office will provide you
with dental care of the highest quality,
based on sound medical modalities,
using the most appropriate proce-
dures, and utilizing extremely quali-
fied staff members. Keep on top of
your dental health by calling us.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092

www.paulnelsondental.com

CAREGIVER  AVAILABLE
Reliable and dependable caregiver with

medical experience available. Will come
to your home and care for the elderly.
Available days, nights and weekends at
reasonable rates. Also excellent house
cleaning available. Please call Marcelina at
(657) 289-7610

EMPLOYMENT

by Jere Greene

Hundreds of kids came to tour the var-
ious displays and events at the annual
Boys & Girls Club Toy Giveaway.
Hosting the event were both Santa Claus
and The Grinch. Music was provided by
G.I.V.E and the Nicolas Jr. High Choir
(see page 8). Food was provided by the
B&G Club staff. The final station was in
the basketball court where tables were
covered with gifts arranged by age and
gender. Young volunteer navigators

walked each child to the appropriate table
and helped them select a gift for them-
selves. This is a big event for the both the
Boys & Girls Club and for hundreds of
local children every year. 
This year 750 toys were given away, 600

meals were served, over 500 crafts and
exhibits were offered, five volunteer
groups with over 50 volunteers helped the
event run smoothly.

Below: Volunteers helped kids pick out a
special gift from tables around the room.

Boys & Girls Club GiveAway

‘72 VOLKSWAGEN
BUG

1972 Volkswagen Bug 
with all Mechanical papers 

for sale. $5,000.

Call (562) 598-5104

complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at (714) 525-6402.  
Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to

inquire about business licenses. 
For contractor license verification go to

the California State Contractor License
Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov.       

Help Support Local News Agency Voice of OC with $5
The Voice of OC is a small but mighty news organization reporting on elected rep-

resentatives, government transparency, and local community issues. You can help the
agency continue reporting the real news of Orange County by donating as little as $5.
Find out how by visiting https://voiceofoc.org/donate.

SERVICE OFFERED
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Wayne Chen Hiking & Biking & Moai 
Wayne Chen traveled to Easter Island and Patagonia in November for hiking and

mountain biking. Above he poses in front of some of the incredible Easter Island stone
heads, known as Moai by the Rapa Nui people who carved the figures. The nearly
1,000 monoliths on the island are between 1,100 and 1,500 CE. The statues, created
in one piece, have an average weight of 20 tons with the tallest measuring 33 feet
including the bodies of the statues which are buried. The Polynesian South Pacific
island west of Chile is believed to be the most remote inhabited island in the world.

Gersch Family on Maui
Above: Michael Gersh reads his

Observer on the beach at Maui where he
and the family went on vacation. “As
usual I took my Fullerton Observer with
me to read on the beach. Also I did the
crossword puzzle on the flight home!” 

Fullerton/Brea
Friends on a
Pilgrimage

Fullerton resident Kathie
Hernandez and Brea resident Jill
Robinson met when their children
attended St. Philip’s 32 years ago.
After years of planning and training
the two traveled to participate in the
pilgrimage on the Portuguese Coastal
route of the Camino de Santiago -
The Way of Saint James. They trav-
eled an average of 12 miles per day
walking the route of the Apostle Saint
James. Jill’s husband Phil joined them
after they had completed the pilgrim-
age. Kathie’s husband Tom held down
the homefront in Fullerton. The trip
was topped off with a visit to Fatima,
Lisbon and Paris.

Nashville
Jim and Martha Lace and Jeff and

Gretchen Cox (pictured above) spent time
enjoying Nashville, Tennessee.

A Visit with Mort Sahl
“My daughter Valerie Crawford (a Troy grad, psychologist who lives in Mill Valley

with her husband and two sons) and I visited Mort Sahl. He, at age 91, does a show at
7pm every Thursday in Mill Valley, livestreamed on Paradisetv.com. He used to say
“Onward” at the end of every monologue, and I picked up the habit - hence the hats.” 

-Judith Kaluzny

The Dunne Family in Ireland
The Dunne Family (Patrick, Diane, Christopher and Margaret) in front of Tom

Crean Restaurant/Museum in Kenmare, County Kerry, Ireland. Tom Crean, a
Kenmare native, was the hero of the ill-fated 1914 Shackleton Endurance
Expedition to traverse Antartica. (Note - the Shackleton Expedition was the subject
of a recent exhibition at the Bowers Museum in Santa Ana).

Craig &
Kathy

Craig and Kathy
Malchow started
their trip to
Portland, Oregon at
the Fullerton Amtrak
station. The route
took them along the
Columbia River.
Lots of history up
there. The photo
shows the river near
Portland and some
floating houses.


