
On August  15 the city council  ignored
its own commissions and committees —
and years of planning efforts —  by voting
4-1 to not install a long-planned Class II
(striped) bicycle lane on Hughes Drive so
that guest and social event parking can be
provided for nearby residents. 
The Class II lane was approved in May

of 2012 - as part of the General Plan
Update process -  as a link in a cross-city
route; and to  provide a safe bicycle route
along a main street in  Amerige Heights
for  residents and children to get to
schools, homes, tennis courts and parks. 
After the plan was approved a dense

housing development was built adjacent
to Hughes. Each unit in this development
has four parking spaces and there is addi-
tional internal on-street parking.
Although there is no parking deficit, resi-
dents argued that there is insufficient
parking for special events such as birth-
days or Super Bowl parties; and they want
the city to provide that parking on
Hughes.
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A Path Forward to Development 
As Council Turns Down $15 Million 
in Coyote Hills Support by Angela Lindstrom
In the August 2017 issue of the

Fullerton Observer, I wrote a somewhat
tongue-in-cheek piece titled “I’m All for
Saving Coyote Hills…Unless It Can
Actually Be Done.” This was in response
to the Orange County Register’s misin-
formed editorial criticizing a couple of
pending state legislations to help fund the
acquisition of West Coyote Hills for a
public park and preserve.
AB 510 and SB 714 legislations as cur-

rently proposed by Assemblywoman
Quirk-Silva and Senator Newman would
set up a multi-year funding program
through a Coyote Hills Conservancy to
save all of Coyote Hills as a park and pre-
serve for our park-poor region of North
Orange County. This is consistent with
Fullerton voters’ 2012 Measure W refer-
endum that rejected the development of
West Coyote Hills.
Sadly, the majority of the Fullerton City

Council lived up to expectations by reject-
ing AB 510 and SB 714 at its August 1st
city council meeting. It’s not that they
don’t want the state funds. They want the
money to go directly to the city so they
can implement what they call the “Path
Forward,” a euphemism for the develop-
ment of West Coyote Hills as proposed by
Chevron-Pacific Coast Homes.
This is the “local control” (another

euphemism) they want so they can cir-
cumvent the conservancy oversight of
park funds. Under this path forward to
development, the city can purchase a cou-
ple of pieces of land at the highest entitled
price. But even if that is successful, most
of the 760 houses and shopping center
will still be built on the remaining land. 
This means that millions of our tax dol-

lars will be paid to Chevron-PCH and we
have to live with all the negative impacts
of its development: 10,000 additional
daily car-trips on our streets, air and dust
pollution, houses built on polluted oil
wells and an earthquake fault, and over-
crowded schools. continued on page 5

SOUTH FULLERTON:
Renter Parking -
Some Relief, but
Not Enough

NORTH FULLERTON:
"Party" Parking
Trumps Safe
Bicycling
by Vince Buck

Renters who live on Porter Avenue at City Hall with signs asking for overnight parking.

by Jesse La Tour
For the past ten months, renters who

live in apartment complexes on Porter
Ave. have been vehemently asking for
Fullerton City Council to exempt their
streets from Fullerton’s overnight parking
ban (which forbids parking on city streets
between the hours of 2-5am). These resi-
dents do not have adequate parking, and
many of them have been getting multiple
parking tickets since last November.
The usual process to exempt city streets

involves getting a majority of property
owners to agree to the exemption, and
council has recently exempted streets in
other areas of the city. The problem on
Porter is that most homeowners on the
street are opposed to the exemption.
Thus, tickets for renters have continued
for months.
At both the August 1st and August 15th

city council meetings, many renters on
Porter showed up with handmade signs
saying things like Citrus and Porter
Exempt Now! 

continued on page 5

continued on page 4

Everything But the Theater: 
Fox Block Update by Jesse La Tour

At an August 29th special joint meeting
of Fullerton City Council and the
Planning Commission, Dick Hamm of
the development company Pelican
Communities (who has an exclusive
agreement with the city) gave four pro-
posals for how to develop the Fox Block—
which includes Angelo’s and Vinci’s, the
Fox Theater, McDonalds, and a few city-
owned parking lots.
Notably, none of these proposals

involved opening (or even renovating) the
Fox Theater itself. Instead, they included
various levels of additional development,
from a simple parking structure, to large-
scale mixed-use housing and office build-

ings. The most extreme of the four pro-
posals involved demolishing Angelo’s and
Vinci’s and building a separate eight-
screen movie theater (again, not the Fox).
The purpose of the discussion sur-

rounding the Fox Block goes back to an
agreement between Angelo’s and Vinci’s
and the city of Fullerton. In 1991, the
Peck family (who own Angelo’s and
Vinci’s) sold the parking lot behind their
restaurant to the Fullerton
Redevelopment Agency, with the stipula-
tion that the city would build a 200-car
parking structure when the Fox Theater
re-opened.

Councilwoman Fitzgerald followed up
this council meeting by slamming AB
510 and SB 714 in the OC Register, bor-
rowing the famous words of Ronald
Reagan: “The most terrifying words in
the English language are, ‘I’m from the
government, I’m here to help.’” We
should be more terrified of the lack of cit-
izen local control over our own local gov-
ernment.
But it gets worse. At the end of the

August 29th Special Council meeting,
Councilwoman Fitzgerald opened dis-
cussion of an un-agendized item to re-
write SB 714.  Councilman Sebourn
wisely excused himself from this poten-
tial Brown Act violation by leaving the
dais. Over additional objections from the
public audience, she proceeded to pro-
pose language to poison and weaken SB
714, and turn it into an enabler for the
development of Coyote Hills.
SB 714, as proposed by Senator Josh

Newman, would gather funds to save all
510 acres of Coyote Hills for a public
park and preserve. continued on page 5
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Childrens’ Values
in the Digital Era

Although parents try to teach children
the importance of not being cyber bullies
it is difficult when the children see cyber-
bullying all over the media.
A dilemma faced by the parents in cur-

rent society is trying to educate their chil-
dren about respect and dignity. But how
can parental values be instilled if the lead-
ers in our society are inculcating the con-
trary.
Parents are highly influential in the

development of children’s values however,
peer and social media influence cannot go
unnoticed.
This new digital era calls for a re-evalu-

ation of society’s values as it appears soci-
ety’s current values are becoming more
and more superficial.

--Karen Alvarez (Fullerton resident), &
Marisol Luevanos, Mireya Orozco,

Timesha Pulliam, Jenny Tae, 
MSW Students, CSULB

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR  OPINION
Community Opinion pages are a free forum for the community.  The Observer

welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Comments are the opinions of the
writer, may be shortened for space, and typos will be corrected (if we notice
them).  We must verify your identity, but anonymous letters or those appearing
with initials and town are accepted if the writer can make a case that revealing
his/her name would be a problem.

Email to:  observernews@earthlink.net 
Or Mail to: 

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton CA 92834

Residential 
Bee-Keeping

I recently came back from the Fullerton
City Council Commissioner Meeting.
One topic that was brought up was the
idea of residential beekeeping. I believe
that that this would be great for our city.
First, it would introduce natural polli-
naters into the local environment for the
local flora.
Second, it would help in the fight

against colony collapse disorder which has
seen a considerable loss of honey-produc-
ing colonies. Finally, it is relatively easy to
start and can be accessed by the whole
family. Now there has to be rules dictating
how it should be maintained, of course,
but we should at least be willing to try
this.

William Beard  Fullerton

Climate Change
“If you believe in climate change and

don’t have solar power, you are a hyp-
ocrite!”  A year ago I gave this presenta-
tion to OLLI members at California State
University, Fullerton.  
As a home-owner you should have solar

panels, battery backup and electric cars.  If
you don’t, then….  Of course, not every-
one can afford this self-sustaining system.
Solar panels may cost you $20,000, bat-
tery backup $10,000 and an electric car
like the new Tesla Model 3 costs upwards
of $40,000.   
Can’t afford solar panels?  Some compa-

nies may offer to install them free in
exchange for the credits and energy sav-
ings.  You can feel good by having solar
energy thus helping to reduce carbon
effects on our climate.
I have solar panels and saved a hundred

trees last year.  I don’t have batteries yet-
I’m waiting for them to be affordable.  I
don’t have an electric car yet-maybe the
next car I buy.   When I buy an electric car
then I must charge it during the day.
When the sun doesn’t shine, solar panels
don’t generate electricity!  
Last winter we were blessed with above-

normal rainfall but my solar generated less
than normal electricity.  Even if I had bat-
teries I would be dependent upon SCE to
keep the house lights burning, the refrig-
erator cooling and my computer running.
To see the PowerPoint of my OLLI

presentation go to:
https://olli.fullerton.edu/_resources/pdfs/
Solar%20PPT.pdf

Fritz von Coelln Fullerton

THE ALT-RIGHT IS ALL WRONG

The demonstration, riot and tragedy in
Charlottesville mark several turning
points in our nation. This is the moment
when the usually hooded and masked
thugs of Neo-Nazis, KKK and White
Supremacist movements took off their
disguises, stepped out of the shadows and
proudly showed off their hatred, fear and
rejection of what most Americans wish
our nation to become.
I am always struck when I go to a White

Supremacist or KKK event (to cover as a
journalist) how they give off such a palpa-
ble sense of inferiority and insecurity.
Most fanatics, and this is from left to
right, from sports to health, seem driven
to convince themselves of something and
seem to be looking for company to con-
firm their opinion or passion.
That company assembles as a mob. A

mob is a place to surrender your intelli-
gence, judgment and, boosted by adrena-
line, lose yourself in the soulless passion of
violence and destruction. You can hit
without a sense of responsibility and be
hit, yet not feel the pain. Participating in
a mob or riot is a form of drug abuse. It’s
an addictive high.
Charlottesville was also the

moment when our president failed
us as never before. President
Trump’s moral cowardice in trying
to create a moral equivalence
between those who came from all
over the country to assert their
hatred for Black people and Jews
and those who came to demon-
strate for love and peace is an
immoral equivalence.
His lack of a moral compass was

clear in his calculation that he
could get away with blaming “all sides.”
Even office-holding Republicans turned
against him—from Jeff Sessions to John
McCain. Even conservative commenta-
tors from Steven Hays and Rick Lowery
to Charles Krauthammer called him out.
It wasn't just Democrats or the “Fake
News.” Everyone knew that he got it
wrong.
When he finally, after two days, got the

words right, he was reading them from a
Teleprompter in a way that made it look
like a hostage tape. The Alt-Right did not
miss his sense of having been coerced in
his halting and tardy condemnation of
Neo-Nazis, KKK and White
Supremacists. They believed he didn’t
mean it—and said so.
President Trump just proved the Alt-

Right is right about him. He just walked
back his specific condemnation of the
recent racist violence and returned to his
“both sides” moral evasion. He is parrot-
ing the current push back from Alt-Right
spokes-people claiming that there are
indeed other sides, that they only want to
honor southern traditions. But I don’t
think they’re talking about sweet tea and a
charming drawl. They say that they’re
fighting to protect the statues erected to

honor a rebellion, the Civil War and the
“heroes” of that tragic self slaughter of
Americans for and against the horrifying
institution of slavery.
It’s not true. They were no more assem-

bled to honor Robert E Lee than those
who, following the acquittal of the police
in the Rodney King beating, were looting
stores for “Good old Rodney.”
Some have tried to make the “moral

equivalence” argument. They’ve plaintive-
ly asked what is different about them from
Black Lives Matter?  They say they’re only
asking, “Don’t white lives matter?”
First of all Black Lives Matter never

meant that other lives don’t matter. They
emerged at a time of crisis when Black,
mostly men, were being shot and beaten
under cover of authority. They were
shouting to society, “Look at us. We are
human beings!” This doesn't diminish the
humanity of decent people of all races.
Alt-Right people were critiquing in a

truly disingenuous way. It’s as if I were
speaking at a charity event to raise money
for AIDS research and someone grabbed
the mic and screamed, “You insensitive

bastard, what about heart dis-
ease?” My charity event is not
intended to take away from
other just causes. Black Lives
Matter had the pain, the
stage and our attention and
the Alt-Right tried to grab
the mic.
Now the Alt-Right says

that there are bad people on
the Left and violent people
who are Black. Well, yes.
That’s true. There are violent
extremists attached to every

cause—including, ironically, even peace.
They do not define the cause and must be
called out when they act out. Yes, when
the anarchists show up with bats and
Molotov cocktails and wearing ski-masks,
they are looking for trouble and need to
be stopped and denounced by the main-
streams of their movements.
So too should Republicans and truly

principled Conservatives denounce the
ideas, words and violence of the Alt-
Right. When a bunch of people represent-
ing White Supremacist organizations
gathers with torches, while openly carry-
ing weapons and shouting the Nazi slo-
gan, “Blood and soil,” and “Jews will not
replace us,” they should be stopped.
Surely we know that a heavily-armed
Black group would be stopped and not
allowed to parade through either a college
campus or a town.
Aside from it just being the right thing

to do, Republicans and principled conser-
vatives must know that the Alt-Right is
neither conservative nor principled; nei-
ther is President Trump. He has never
been a conservative nor, until just before
running, a Republican.

www.Dobrer.com
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer

OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2017 JonDobrer@mac.com

It wasn't just
Democrats
or the “Fake

News.”
Everyone
knew that
he got it
wrong.
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I am writing to respond to a short arti-
cle in the August issue of The Fullerton
Observer entitled “Homeless Invasion.”
The word invasion is certainly hyperbole
because it suggests aggression with intent.
I have lived with a view of Ford Park for
about 15 years and I walk there almost
every day. It’s true that the number of
homeless people in the park may have
increased in recent years, but the number
has increased everywhere. There are never
more than 3 or 4 people in the park at a
given time who may be homeless. I have
never felt threatened as the writer seems to
be or displaced from sitting wherever I

chose.  It’s not accurate to refer to the
homeless in Ford Park as “residents” since
most of them spend only a part of the day
there, then move on. There is no perma-
nent encampment. Referring to the “new
resident” as black and implying some
unspecified threat to nearby children
betrays an implicit racism. The writer also
shows a lack of understanding of the func-
tion of the police. It’s not their job to solve
our social ills and it is certainly not lawful
for them to search without cause. When
did not having a home become a crime?

Tom Walters Fullerton

RE: Homeless Invasion

Since the moratorium on ticketing, my
residential parking situation has improved
1000% for the first time since my pur-
chase in 2003. The only street adjacent to
my property has a capacity for 27 parking
places.  I can rarely park my vehicle with
any routine in front of my home though I
pay property taxes on the front and side of
my corner lot. I normally have to parallel
park "inside" my driveway for my second
vehicle, (which is illegal and I have been
warned to stop parking in this manner). 
Even my handicapped placard vehicle

for sometimes wheelchair access receives
parking tickets in front of my own
address. I am forced to find parking else-
where and have my wife push my wheel-
chair down the dark streets to my home.
And what’s even more interesting is

there has been no reported increase in
crime, and I have also been monitoring
the reported trash comments, and this too
is non-existent. 
The 27 spaces adjacent to my home

have been taken over by the apartment
building the next block over due to the
imbalance in adult residents owning mul-
tiple vehicles. A constant "change the
rules as we go" mentality by the city, even
their own formula does not work as
shown with the recent Red Oak

Apartments on Commonwealth and
Drake Avenue.
During the public hearings, we all heard

of the magical formula used to produce an
adequate number of parking places for the
new project. However many of us are still
wondering where we can find a vehicle
that fits into a "1/8" car space. 
That said, in my crude high school fin-

ger-and-toe math -  even the studio units
there can and will be rented to two people
- each with a vehicle. 
Red Oak has been approved with 126

parking spaces short, forcing these paying
tenants onto Commonwealth and the
already saturated residential side streets,
only to fall prey to the City of Fullerton
Parking enforcement. I believe this falls
under the "windfall taxation department"
of don't build enough spaces so they will
violate and be ticketed - mentality.
We can pretty much agree, that parking

violations have their costs, but to inten-
tionally short adequate parking spacing
only for the benefit of the builder/investor
who do NOT live at the premises insults
the population. It is greed at someone
else's expense, especially those working
families living in apartment buildings
attempting to raise families..

Anonymous

MILITARIZING THE POLICE by Manuel N. Bass
Trump has lifted an Obama restriction

on transfer of certain types of excess mili-
tary equipment to local law enforcement.
Obama issued the restriction after viewing
the police who responded to the racial
troubles in Ferguson, MO, after the
killing of Michael Brown. Law
enforcement says that the
equipment will help them do
their jobs. But among the
equipment banned by the
Obama order are grenade
launchers, bayonets, and heavy
weapons. To what jobs are the
police referring?
Surely there is some rational

way to supply useful hardware
to local law enforcement short
of a blanket lifting of the
restrictions imposed by
Obama. Why not deliberate
the matter, with citizen input,
to establish reasonable limits
to the types of weaponry put in the hands
of often demonstrably poorly trained,
admittedly frightened, and possibly racial-
ly prejudiced police officers? They seem to
be taxed enough to remember to turn on
their body cameras.
If a situation arises that is beyond the

capabilities of a community police force,
it would seem that the proper response is,
not to convert police officers to soldiers,
but to call in the National Guard or the
Army as we have always done. They are
today’s version of the “well-regulated
Militia” to which the Second Amendment
refers. That Militia should not be a com-

munity police force, and certainly not the
self-styled militia of the type that paraded
in Charlottesville in army uniforms and
helmets, with high-powered automatic
rifles, in support of monuments honoring
soldiers who fought to divide this country.

The National Guard and Army
are paid and sworn to perform
certain tasks, as deemed neces-
sary by properly constituted
authorities. Let’s back them up,
not confuse their function.
To illustrate what I mean, go

back to Central High School in
Little Rock, AR, in 1958. The
Arkansas National Guard, not
all of whom supported racial
integration of schools, protect-
ed black students against irate
white citizens who opposed
integration. Those National
Guard soldiers were called out
by Eisenhower, who was under

a Supreme Court ruling, as were those
Guardsmen. There we saw, in real time,
the meaning of a “well-regulated Militia.”
Imagine, if you will, having asked the
Little Rock Police Department to perform
that task. If you need a reminder, think
back to Bull Connor and his police dogs
in Alabama.
Police are a means of providing protec-

tion and order at a community level.
When well-trained and equipped, they
perform a service valued by all citizens.
Let’s not confuse their perspective by arm-
ing them with elephant guns, so to speak,
in places where there are no elephants.

When 
well-trained
and equipped
they perform 
a service 
valued 
by all... 
Let’s not 
confuse 
their 

perspective... 

Developer Allowed to Build Inadequate Parking

Only Collective Action Will Solve Climate Crisis
by Sarah Mosko  

I fancy myself an environmentalist.  I
recycle, backyard compost, have rooftop
solar, rarely use AC or heat, drive a
hybrid, don’t have a lawn and eat vegetar-
ian. Yet the truth is I am as responsible for
climate change as the next person. 
Doing those things makes me feel good

about myself, but they don’t move the
world measurably closer to solving the cli-
mate crisis. My journey to this conclusion
began by looking into my personal carbon
footprint using readily available online
tools.
The U.S. EPA’s carbon footprint calcu-

lator, for example, looks at three sources
of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions:
home utilities for heating, cooling and
cooking; vehicle fuel efficiency and miles
driven; and non-recycled waste genera-
tion. In these areas, my carbon footprint
was roughly half that of other people liv-
ing in my zip code.
However, roughly two-thirds of

Americans’ GHG emissions are embed-
ded in so-called “indirect” emissions
released during the production of all the
other things we consume, such as food,
household supplies, apparel, air travel,
and services of all types, according to an
in-depth analysis by the Center for Global
Development, a non-profit policy
research organization.
Despite my efforts to live “green,” my

lifestyle is highly energy intensive, as is
that of the average American who is
responsible for GHG emissions equiva-
lent to dumping 21.8 tons of CO2 into
the atmosphere annually, according to the
Center for Global Development’s analysis.
I then looked into the energy input it

takes to support the typical American
lifestyle which drives the burning of fossil
fuels and climate change. Luckily,
Professor of Physics Richard Wolfson of
Middlebury College has an ingenious
demonstration that does just that.
A hand crank is set up to drive an elec-

tric generator connected to 100-watt
lightbulbs. A typical person can turn the
crank fast enough to keep one lightbulb
lit, but not two. Thus, the work output of
a human body is roughly equivalent to
100 watts. Wolfson designates this 100-
watt energy output as one energy servant.
The question then is, “how many energy
servants does it take to support the aver-
age American lifestyle?”
According to the U.S. Energy

Information Administration, U.S. energy
consumption in 2016 totaled 97.4
quadrillion BTUs (British thermal units).
Converting to familiar units and to a per
capita basis averaged around the clock, the
typical American lifestyle consumes ener-
gy at a rate of roughly 10 kW (kW=1000

watts), which is equivalent to having a
staggering 100 personal energy servants
cranking away non-stop, 24/7.
This humbling exercise led to an

inevitable conclusion. My feel-good
actions to decrease my carbon footprint
don’t amount to a drop in the bucket.
Solving the climate crisis is going to
require either wholesale chucking of the
American lifestyle or a nationwide collec-
tive shift from a fossil fuel to a sustainable
energy economy. Given that returning to
horse drawn carriages and pony express
mail is beyond unrealistic, the path for-
ward is crystal clear.
Collective action at the federal level is

imperative. There are only two legislative
solutions on the table, a carbon tax and
cap-and-trade (see below for definitions).
It is incumbent upon us all, as citizens, to
familiarize ourselves with both and to
pressure our representatives in
Washington to speedily enact a national
legislative fix.
Even conservative economists widely

view a simple carbon tax as the most
workable solution to transitioning to
clean energy: It’s less costly than other
approaches which conservatives tend to
oppose, like regulations, subsidies and
mandates, and can be easily adopted by
other countries.
The most important contribution of

personal actions to decrease one’s carbon
footprint is to set the psychological frame-
work for wholehearted endorsement of
collective action. Because of the enormity
and urgency of the climate crisis, “walking
the talk” as an environmentalist means
going beyond personal behaviors to pro-
moting collective action.

A carbon tax is a fee imposed on car-
bon-based fuels (coal, oil, gas) when they
are extracted from the Earth or imported
into the U.S. The goal is to tax the
amount of CO2 that will eventually be
emitted when the fuels are combusted for
energy. Various forms have been proposed
where the tax increases over time to
encourage emitters to transition to renew-
able energy sources. The collections can
be used to subsidize clean energy tech-
nologies or returned to the public as tax
breaks or outright dividends to offset con-
sumer price increases of the tax.
Cap and trade programs set an overall

limit, or “cap,” on total carbon emissions
(CO2) from various industrial sources.
Emitters are free to trade carbon alloca-
tions amongst themselves at market
prices. However, the cap is lowered over
time so allocations get ever more expen-
sive, which encourages industry to move
to renewable energy technologies.

Visit www.boogiegreen to read more
including a longer version of this article.



Many of them spoke during public
comment, explaining the hardship which
the overnight parking ban continues to
create for them. In an unusual move,
Mayor Whitaker suggested limiting pub-
lic comment speaking time to 1 minute
per person, but after argument from
Council Member Silva, allowed for two
minutes per speaker.
“I need you guys to put yourselves in

our shoes,” said one renter in the neigh-
borhood, “in the shoes of the women who
live in these apartments. How would you
feel if your daughters, your
nieces, your grand-daugh-
ters had to park a mile
away from home at mid-
night? How would you feel
if these women in your life
had to work a graveyard
shift just so that they could
avoid getting tickets? I’m a
mother of three and now
I’m working a graveyard
shift so I don’t have to
worry about parking tick-
ets.”
Another renter said to

City Council, “You guys
are the only ones who can
help us. If you don’t help
us, where else can we go?
We need your help.” 
Many of the renters in

this neighborhood are low-income. A
renter named Maria Gomez explained the
financial hardship created by inadequate
parking. “We have to either pay the ticket
or buy food,” she said, “We’re not going
to give up. We’re going to be here until we
get an answer.”
Another renter explained that their

building was built in 1958, when “there
may have been sufficient parking…but
right now we are truly parking deficient.
We only have 104 spots for 144 cars.”
Apartment owner Donna Anderson,

who has been to many meetings, spoke on
behalf of her tenants: “There are about 65
people here today…They need help. It’s
been 10 months and nothing has been
resolved. These people cannot keep get-
ting tickets. This is ridiculous.”
Renter Alfonso Fuentes, who claims to

have received 18 parking tickets in two
months, said, “I’ve come here so many
times and I feel like you guys are ignoring
us.”
Meanwhile, a few homeowners said that

the reported number of tickets has been
exaggerated. Another homeowner cited

damage to her property,
which she claimed was
related to on-street park-
ing.
Another renter, who is a

local high school teacher,
said that the homeowners
criticisms of renters have
played on racial stereo-
types. “The homeowners
are predominantly white,
while they attack tenants
who are predominantly
Hispanic,” she said, “They
have actually called us
criminals who make them
feel unsafe… We need
you, our city council
members, to protect us
and all people against dis-
crimination.”

Ultimately, based on the recommenda-
tion of Public Works Director Don
Hoppe, council voted 5-0 to create 17
additional overnight parking spaces along
Hill and Citrus Avenues, away from
homeowners’ property. The city is also
seeking cooperation with the school dis-
trict to potentially allow 31 additional
overnight parking spaces in lot next to
Nicolas Park. 
Thus, there is some relief, but (based on

numbers of tenants), not enough at this
time.
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES by Jesse La Tour

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video 

of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm 

the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon. 
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.

Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

August 1st and 15th Council Meetings
Next Council Meeting is Tues., September 19th at 6:30pm.

Come see your local government in action!

Closed Session: Before every public city council meeting, there is a “closed session”
in which council meets with various parties to discuss items outside view of the public.
According the agenda provided by the city clerk, during this meetings’ closed session,
council met with Steve Berliner, who represents the local police and fire unions. They
also met with two parties regarding litigation against the city: Karen Jackson v. City of
Fullerton and Eduviges Nicolasa Rodriguez v. City of Fullerton.  
In Memory: The August 1st Fullerton City Council meeting closed in memory of

Alexa Martinez, a 21-year old young woman who worked at Fullerton Museum Center,
who was recently killed in an auto accident. 

Some Relief from Parking Problems
Three Vote Against
Clean and Green

Resolution

Junior Chess Champions Honored: 
Resident Pete Baron of the local Fullerton Lions Club has been voluntarily teaching

chess in Fullerton schools for many years, and helps organize a few annual chess tour-
naments, including the Lions Fullerton City Chess Championship and the Fullerton
City Scholastic Chess Championship. Mr. Baron presented this year’s student chess
champions with trophies. Some of the winners included Owen Tang, Evan Chen,
Abner Fritz, Justin Richardson, Kenny Tang, and Jonathan Hsing. 

Street Lights to be
Replaced With LEDs

Downtown Bars to 
Increase Occupancy

Council voted unanimously to approve
a $1.3 million project to replace 3,804
low-wattage street lights with more ener-
gy-efficient LED lights. The contract for
this project will go to Tanko Lighting. 
The project is expected to happen

between September and November of this
year. The new LED lights are expected to
save the city about $5 million over the
next 20 years by reducing energy and
maintenance costs.

At the request of the Downtown
Restaurant Association (a group of down-
town restaurant/bar owners), Fullerton
City Council voted 5-0 to pass “a resolu-
tion of intention” to increase the legal
occupancy of downtown establishments
from 15 square foot per occupant (which
is the requirement under city code) to 7
square foot per occupant (which state
code allows). A group of downtown
restaurant/bar owners (including Jeremy
Popoff of The Slidebar, Joe Florentine of
Tuscany Club, Mario Marovic of Matador
Cantina, and Larry Houser of Bourbon
Street) spoke in favor of the change.
A few local residents, such as Jane

Rands and Tony Package, spoke against
the change, stating that the downtown
bars already create public safety issues,
and that allowing more people would only
exacerbate existing problems.

Council Support for
Two Large State 
Water and Habitat

Infrastructure Projects
Pete Beard and Albert Napoli of the

Metropolitan Water District gave a pres-
entation about two large-scale state infra-
structure projects that Fullerton City
Council then voted to support. 
The California WaterFix involves

design and construction of the three new
water intakes (each with 3,000 cubic-feet
per second pumping capacity) north of
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta
(which provides approximately 30% of all
of Southern California's water supply
annually) and two, 32-mile underground
tunnels that will provide operational
pumping flexibility and protect against
water supply disruption.
The companion initiative to the

California WaterFix is the EcoRestore,
which seeks to achieve  the  State's  co-
equal  goal  of  habitat  restoration  and
reliability  of  supplies. 
EcoRestore  is  initially  charged  with

30,000  acres  of  restoration  efforts
under  an accelerated effort by 2020 to
improve habitat conditions for fisheries
migration, restore tidal and non-tidal wet-
land habitat for native wildlife and
improve connectivity among existing
grassland and other natural habitats.

The Future of Hunt
Branch Library

The Hunt Branch of the Fullerton
Public Library became the topic of a brief
discussion during a budget update.
Noting a line in the budget about the
below market rate currently paid by mega-
church Grace Ministries International
(GMI) to lease the property,
Councilmember Jesus Silva asked for a
workshop to discuss opportunities in
which local non-profits might use the
closed library to benefit the community
instead. “I know the city doesn’t have the
funding to operate it ourselves,” Mr. Silva
said, “but maybe in a partnership with
some local non-profits, we might be able
to keep it as an asset and make it available
to the public.” None of the councilmem-
bers supported the idea. Mayor pro tem
Chaffee said that there was no need for
such a workshop, and “I favor selling it.”

Mills Act Program
and Historic Buildings
Council voted 4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to

begin the process of establishing a local
Mills Act Program, which would allow
Fullerton to enter into agreements with
private property owners to restore, reha-
bilitate, and/or maintain a historic prop-
erty in exchange for property tax savings.
Many local cities such as Anaheim and
Orange have established Mills Act pro-
grams, which have incentivized preserva-
tion of historic homes and buildings.

“How would 
you feel if your
daughters, 

your nieces, your 
granddaughters 
had to park 
a mile away 
from home 
at midnight...
just so they 
could avoid 
getting tickets?”

--Renter on 
Porter Ave

Mayor Pro-Tem Doug Chaffee and
Councilmember Jesus Silva voted for the
“Clean and Green” resolution presented
by local filmmaker Ahmad Zahra and
supported by over 20 residents who spoke
on its behalf. The resolution sought to
reaffirm the city’s 2012 “goals, policies
and vision for sustainability and environ-
mental stewardship to combat the effects
of climate change.” 
The resolution failed due to “no” votes

from Mayor  Whitaker, and council mem-
bers Sebourn and Fitzgerald.

continued from frontpage
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“Party” Parking Trumps Safe Bicycling 

There is no hardship here: nearby
Nicolas Street - well under 5 minutes walk
away - has at least 50 under-used spaces,
more  than enough for most parties.
Equally important, much of the parking
on Hughes is overnight (illegal) and long-
term parking. These spaces are not avail-
able for parties.
In  their brief discussion of this item

council members simply
ignored  these uncontested
facts.  They were only addressed
by Jesus Silva, who provided
the single vote for the bicycle
route. Greg Sebourn did not
join the discussion. Mayor
Whitaker, emphasized the need
for “overflow” parking and said,
in effect, that social event parking was
more important than bicycling. He noted
that he and his wife liked to walk in
Amerige Heights but always had difficulty
finding parking. Perhaps he only goes
there on Super Bowl Sunday, since gener-
ally all major streets - especially Nicolas -
have available parking.
Jennifer Fitzgerald thought that riders

should use routes outside of Amerige
Heights since those streets (Gilbert,
Pioneer, Parks) do not have houses
fronting on them (but neither does this
block of Hughes). Her proposed longer,
hilly route is not a practical alternative for
safe movement within the community.
And, does she really want  children riding
on Gilbert with its high speed traffic?  
Finally, Doug Chaffee, in a rambling

response that involved goats, cows and
water buffalo, dismissed the plan as an
Ivory Tower exercise, never mind that
these routes were vetted by multiple citi-
zens’ committees and by people who actu-
ally ride. Instead he said we should  pay
attention to “boots on the ground” by
which he apparently meant the new hous-

ing built after the plan was approved. He
said that bicyclists should share the road,
that is bicyclists - including children -
should share the traffic lanes with often
speeding cars; and that the separated bicy-
cle lane should be given over to the
unneeded parking. This is a classic exam-
ple of “what’s mine is mine; and what’s
yours is negotiable.” Will Chaffee ever
vote to remove parking or a traffic lane to

accommodate safe bicycling
in a manner envisioned by
the California Complete
Streets Act of 2008?
Councilmembers - each of

whom have voiced support
for safe bicycling in the past
- in their comments were
disrespectful in ignoring the

availability of parking, the overnight
scofflaws and the need for safe bicycling in
this dense community. This case had no
merit, yet in Fullerton parking always
trumps safe bicycling. No council has ever
removed parking to install or retain a
Class II route.
A  key factor  affecting the vote in this

regrettable decision may have been the
involvement of an influential  Republican
and Chamber member with a business in
the next block, who has long supported
her fellow party members on the council.
Her comments (and she had talked to
some members previously) seemed to
carry the day. The kids will have to fend
for themselves. 
To make a bad decision worse, at the

end of the discussion, the City Engineer
suggested that the plan be further ignored
and that the entire street be made a class
III route (signage only). Although this
possibility was not agendized, was never
discussed by any commission or commit-
tee, and had no public input, the council
supported this suggestion, wiping out a
major segment of the Bicycle Plan.

continued from frontpage

The council
majority simply
ignored  these
uncontested

facts.

The parking lot behind the Fox & Angelo’s & Vinci’s. PHOTO BY DOMO HERNANDEZ BRIET

Twenty-six years later, the city has still
not built such a structure. Even though
the Redevelopment Agency was dissolved
in 2011, there is still $6.2 million dollars
of money set aside to build the promised
parking structure.
In 2016, Fullerton entered into an

agreement with developer Pelican
Communities, not just to come up with
plans for the parking structure, but to
consider additional development options
for the Fox Block. At the August 29th
meeting, Dick Hamm, president of
Pelican Communities, presented the fol-
lowing four options:
The Parking Structure Only Plan: the

promised 200-space parking structure,
plus some improvements on Ellis Place
and the Fox Alley.
The Parking Structure “Plus” Plan: the

200-space parking structure, improve-
ments on Ellis Place and the Fox Alley,
mixed-use commercial/residential build-
ing, and office space. It was not clear who
would be the landlord of these buildings,
as they are all on city-owned properties.

Fox Block Update It’s not unreasonable to suspect that
Pelican Communities would seek to buy
these properties from the city.
The Residential Condominium

Alternative: 260-space parking structure
with an unspecified number of residential
condominiums, a Retail Courtyard on
Harbor, improvements on Ellis Place and
the Fox Alley. This plan would require
purchasing and demolishing Angelo’s and
Vincis to make room for more develop-
ment.
The Movie Theater Alternative: 260-

space parking structure, 8 movie theater
screens (not the Fox) on top of the park-
ing structure, a Retail Courtyard on
Harbor, plus improvements on Ellis Place
and the Fox Alley. This would also neces-
sitate demolishing Angelo’s and Vinci’s.
Some members of the public expressed

confusion as to why the city would con-
sider demolishing Angelo’s and Vinci’s,
because the city’s agreement with them to
build a parking structure was presumably
the whole purpose of these proposals.
Council took no definite action on

these four proposals; however each of
them expressed their opinion. Mayor
Whitaker and Councilmember Sebourn
favored the “less is more” Parking

continued from frontpage

Firefighters Douse Condo Fire 
text & photo by Fernando Villicana

Three units in a Fullerton condominium complex were damaged by fire late
Monday, August 8. Authorities said about 50 firefighters from the
Fullerton/Brea Fire Department and the Orange County Fire Authority
responded to the blaze at 2222 Vista Del Sol in Fullerton just before midnight.
When firefighters arrived, heavy smoke and flames were coming from a middle
unit within a triplex. Seven people were evacuated from the units. No one was
injured. The exact cause of the fire, which was extinguished in about 40 min-
utes, remains under investigation. Damage to the triplex and its contents is esti-
mated at about $200,000. 

Above: Firefighters head to the roof to put out the fire.

Structure Only Plan, while council mem-
bers Fitzgerald and Silva expressed inter-
ested in both the Parking Structure “Plus”
plan and the Residential Condominium
Alternative. Mayor Pro Tem Chaffee
favored the Parking Structure “Plus” plan

(with some modifications).
Council then voted to extend the city’s

agreement with Pelican Communities.
Thus, it is possible we will see more devel-
opment around the Fox Theater, while the
theater itself remains closed.

Path Forward to Development
As Council Turns Down $15 Million in 
Coyote Hills Support continued from frontpage

Councilwoman Fitzgerald wants to add
language to legitimize the Council’s 2015
approval of Chevron’s Vesting Tentative
Tract Map (VTTM), with all of its terms
and conditions, including the
Environmental Impact Report, as the only
plan for Coyote Hills (development).
The legitimacy of this VTTM, the

Fullerton City Council approved by
ignoring the people’s 2012 Measure W
vote, is the very subject of a current law-
suit led by the Friends of Coyote Hills,
Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks,
and the Center for Biodiversity.

If you support saving Coyote Hills and
don’t want to lose this funding opportuni-
ty, write or call the Fullerton City Council
and tell them to support AB 510 and SB
714 as proposed by Assemblywoman
Sharon Quirk-Silva and State Senator
Josh Newman. Tell the council to stop
trying to confuse the public with the path
forward to development.
To contact Fullerton City Council:
(714) 738-6311
Email: council@cityoffullerton.com
Angela Lindstrom a Friends of Coyote Hills
member. Learn more at www.coyotehills.org
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Fullerton Photo Quiz

Last Issue’s Answer
ID this downtown street or area?
Phil Forbes and Leslie Richardson were

the first to identify the planter boxes
across from the Museum Center below.

This Issue’s Question
Need help on this one. We have spotted

large stuffed bears in a few places in and
around Downtown. Do you know what
the deal is? 

Send your answers to Mike at
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

Hurricane Harvey
With 7 degrees of separation in

order, we all seem to know some-
one affected by this natural disas-
ter, and we wanted to share a bit
of an email we received from a
family living in Houston.  We
have deleted last names and edit-
ed this to get you the gist of what
was happening in their lives. 
“So thankful Melanie, her 86

year old mother Leni, dog Zoe
and I were rescued last night. We
were comfortable upstairs as we
had coolers with food and water.
The concern was that the water
was not receding even with peri-
odic hours of no rain. During the
night the fire Department said
they could get to the end of our
street.
We waded through the water

with a fireman to a massive dump
truck. There was still a foot of
mud in the truck. I went first and
didn’t tell Melanie until she land-
ed knee deep, shoes stuck thick. 
We were dropped off at

Crosspoint Church, our brother
in law Jonathan and his son
Harry waded over to us. We
climbed over the median barrier
and got to their vehicle, and
drove north on the southbound
lanes. We were passed by one 18
wheeler, otherwise no oncoming
traffic. Think about that for a
second. 
When you hear it said that all

that matters is that everyone is
safe and that your home and all
belongings can be replaced, it is
so right. We are grateful.”

EBAY & BRASS
CONFUSION

This somewhat convoluted adventure start-
ed with the purchase of an FE Olds & Son
cornet on Ebay and lead to chasing my tail
through the internet and back. No, I’m not
promoting them and I don’t even play a cor-
net, I just saw one that was inexpensive and
noticed it was stamped with “Fullerton”, so I
knew it was what I was looking for. It would
look good displayed with a few other relics
from Fullerton’s musical past. 
Having recently become aware of some

local ties to employees who worked at the
brass instrument manufacturer, I started to
dig a little deeper into the history of the place. 
Out of the blue, I saw a mention of Herb

Alpert. Many of you know the name and his
band, “The Tijuana Brass.” When I read that
he went to the factory on Raymond in 1968
to pick up some instruments and noticed a
field of wild mustard across the street to the
East, and decided to shoot this album cover
there, I could not believe it. So, back to Ebay
to find a copy of that album for this story and
find out more about “The Beat of the Brass”
album that contained the #1 hit, “This Guy’s
In Love With You.” 

Bermuda Triangle of Mail
Luck was with me. I won a bid for a mint

condition copy of the album, and since I
moved my office a while back but did not
change my address with Ebay, the album
ended up at Pro Desk Space on Amerige, next
door to my old office. The email I got from
Samantha read “You have some mail at the
office, including a new toilet seat. Ha ha, we’ll
keep it safe for you.”

Hidden Seat
When I got there, ‘Sam’ was not in and I

picked up my mail from someone who had no
knowledge of a package hiding under the

desk. I was sure the toilet seat mention was a
joke so did not think twice about it. But, after
two weeks, my LP had still not arrived, my
deadline was coming up fast, and I was about
to give up hope. The seller told me it was
delivered, so somehow the package was lost,
swallowed up in some alternate universe
where missing socks, chapstick, cellphones,
mail, packages, and keys go for all eternity.
But wait, I thought, maybe that toilet seat was
NOT a joke, maybe they sent the record in a
recycled box, so I went back and you guessed
it, there it was.

HEY MOM, I’M ON TV! 
Joe Rosati of Night Owl on Harbor tells

us to tune into KTTV Channel 11 on
Wednesday, September 20th from 7am-
9:45 pm to see our downtown on Good
Day LA Coffee Shop Takeover. 
Hey, if the Angels can be from LA so

too can Downtown Fullerton! Be sure to
check it out and better yet, head down-
town to participate. You will find enter-
tainment and lots of good stuff going on
in the morning, mid-week, in Downtown
Fullerton. 

At Left:
Jorg and Sam of Pro Desk Space
find out what’s really in this box. 

Below:
Album cover with 
FE Olds cornet 

Bootlegger’s crew pose in parody of  Herb Alpert album cover 50 years later.

Flowers Out. Hops In
As you know, Raymond

Avenue is closed for construc-
tion of the grade separation,
but I was able to access the FE
Olds & Son location from the
south, and when I looked due
east, I realized among the
buildings that took the place
of the field of wild mustard
was none other than
Bootleggers Brewery and
office. Hope you notice the
similarity of the Bootlegger
crew pose above to the origi-
nal at right.



FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 7EARLY SEPTEMBER 2017 LOCAL NEWS & CROSSWORD

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2017
“A IS FOR APPLE” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19) 

CAPRI SHOES

Come check
out our 

Boy Scouting in a Japanese
Internment Camp by Robert Wada

During World War II, local resident
Robert Wada and his family were forced to
leave their home and live in an internment
camp in Poston, Arizona simply because
they were Japanese-American. While in the
camp, Wada joined a Boy Scout Troop and
his uniform was recently accepted at the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC.
In this article, Robert tells his story and sheds
light on a dark chapter in our nation’s histo-
ry. 

This is my story as a member of Troop
100, Boy Scouts of America, Poston,
Arizona from 1943 to1945 at age 13.
When we were in the process of chartering
our Troop in 1943, we learned at the same
time of the new Hawaiian Japanese
American 100th Infantry Battalion,
which was on its way to fight in Europe.
We submitted a request to the Boy

Scouts of America for the number 100 in
honor of the 100th Infantry Battalion and
we were fortunate to have our request
granted. Later the 100th Infantry
Battalion became the 1st Battalion of the
Japanese American 442nd Regimental
Combat Team. My older brothers Ted and
Frank were with the 442nd.
I am going to start with the good and

fun parts of the Troop. We had a small
drum and bugle band. I played the drums
just as I did in school. We marched as the
lead in the parades for the volunteers and
draftees leaving the camp for service with
the 442nd.  We also performed at various
camps or school functions requiring a
color guard.
It was truly a close camaraderie during

adverse camp conditions. We all made
some great lifetime friends as we associat-
ed together on camping trips and working
together to earn our merit badges. When
we would go on camping and hiking trips,
we went to our mess halls and were pro-
vided with the basics we needed to be able
to cook for our cooking merit badge. The
camping, swimming, cooking and all of
the outdoor type merit badges were easily
and quickly qualified.
One of the most treasured souvenirs I

managed to retain after 73 years is my
hand-written 14-mile hike report required
to earn my hiking merit badge. This,
along with a picture of the troop, with
most of the names of the other scouts, my
membership card, rank cards and a manu-
al will all accompany the uniform to the
Smithsonian Institution. 
Those were the good days and happy

life of scouting in Poston. Our worst expe-
rience came when our troop went to the
three separate Poston camps and collected
a large semi trailer full of paper and card-
board in answer to a paper drive for the
World War II effort. 
We took the semi trailer to the train sta-

tion in the small town of Parker, Arizona
and loaded all the paper and cardboard
into a box car. As usual in Poston it was an
extremely hot day, so when we finished,
our Scoutmaster Art Kariya said, “Let’s go

across the street for a hamburger and
coke.” That sounded great, so we all went
into the restaurant and sat in a booth and
waited. Twenty to thirty minutes went by
and the waitress kept ignoring us.
Scoutmaster Kariya asked the waitress if

we could get some service and she said “I
can’t serve you so please leave” That hit us
right between the eyes because we were in
our Boy Scout uniforms and they knew
what we had just finished doing because
the box car was directly across the
street from the restaurant. A couple of us
said let’s take the shakers and throw them
at the place, but Mr. Kariya knew better
and told us just leave.
I was especially hurt, because my two

brothers were serving with the 442nd in
Europe and had shed their blood three
times between the two of them and this
was the thanks I received from that bigot-
ed owner. 
Lately, I am often asked why, after I

returned to Redlands, did I join The
Marines for the Korean War for a country
that took away my rights as an American
and incarcerated me as a youngster.  I
answer them in just these few
words…”This is still my country, I love
my country, I served my country and I
wanted to prove my loyalty to my country
just like my four older brothers did.”
Now this ordinary looking Boy Scout

uniform is going to carry the memories of
a dark chapter in our history when a very
abrupt change occurred in the lives of all
Japanese Americans on the west coast dur-
ing World War II. This uniform carries
with it some wonderful lingering memo-
ries and friendships for a boy 12 to 15
years old from 1942 to 1945.
This unique uniform is now going to

make its final home in the Smithsonian
Institute in Washington, D.C. to be
shared by our nation.  What more could I
ask? I thank God for giving me life to wit-
ness this day.

Robert Wada and his Boy Scout uniform
from internment camp in Poston, Arizona,
which has just been accepted into the

Smithsonian Institute.

ACROSS
1. Spicy salad vegetable
7. Second most popular apple variety
11. Cries of surprise
14. Park or 5th
15. Folk singer Burl
16. It’s cap. is Abu Dhabi
17. Green apple variety great for baking
19. Ten, in Paris
20. Tendon
21. Singer Tori
22. Shakespeare comedy “As You ___It”
23. The most popular apple variety
26. HS test
29. Him, to Henri
30. Meticulous, in slang
31. Apple variety that inspired 

the name of a computer
34. Degrade
38. Reverse
39. Concert souvenirs

42. Ride service
43. “Lovergirl” singer ___ Marie
45. New Zealand apple variety 
great for tarts

47. Apple variety from Japan
50. 1990 film “Bird ___ Wire”
51. ___ kwon do
52. Agreeable demeanor
57. “Stop right there!”
58. You wear 55-Down on them
59. Form of Indian semi-classical 

vocal music
63. Toothpaste tube letters
64. Apple variety used in cider
66. One of 100 in D.C.
67. Peruvian root available in 

powder form
68. Dreaded
69. Conclude
70. Home improvement retailer, plural
71. Steelers back-up quarterback Jones

DOWN

1. Opposite of riches
2. Robert Downey Jr.’s daughter’s name
3. Vermont Governor Howard ___
4. Opposite of outer
5. Raised sore from too much 
outdoor exposure

6. “Psst!”
7. ‘80’s TV sitcom “___ a Break!”
8. “How is ___ different from a violin?”
9. Allows entry
10. Fire residue
11. ___ visual club
12. Japanese verse
13. Battle of the ___
18. Tormentor
22. Internet celebrity cat
24. Pairs
25. George Clooney’s talent agency, 

abbr.
26. Porn
27. Clearasil target
28. It ebbs and flows

32. Opposite of whole milk
33. Airline’s home base
35. Border on
36. Word repeated after “Que,” in song
37. Sea eagle
40. Charlotte, Emily or Anne
41. Rational
44. Vienna’s land: abbr.
46. Body of water between Japan and 

Korea, to Koreans
48. Skincare line with consultants 

like Avon, plural
49. “Lost ___ other’s eyes”
52. New moon, e.g.
53. Weighed down
54. African antelope
55. Popular sandal brands
56. Old Scratch
60. “Parks and Rec” journalist Hapley
61. Waterfront walk
62. Buzz Lightyear’s owner
64. Non-___ foods (unaltered)
65. 71-Across org
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July & August FSD Meetings (Next Meeting is Sept. 5)

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES 
by Jan Youngman

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters, 

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton, 92833. 
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& commentary by Vivien Moreno

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board meets
at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month
at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd. 
714-870-2800 • See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net

August 8 FJUHS Meeting (Next Meeting Sept. 5th at 7:30pm)

An anonymous survey was given to
3rd-5th grade elementary, and 6th
grade through junior high students in
August/September of 2016 by the
national survey company Youth Truth,
which surveys students, parents and
teachers about their perception of their
school. Overall 93% of surveys were
completed representing students from
2,000 families and 471 staff members
at the elementary level, and 90% of sur-
veys from students of 700 families and
133 staff members at the middle/junior
high level.   
The elementary portion was on a 1-3

point scale with anything 2.0 or above
being positive. The middle/Jr. high por-
tion was on a 1-5 point scale with any-
thing 3.5 or above favorable. The fami-
ly survey was on a 1-5 point scale with
the average score at 4.5.
There were also free responses for stu-

dents and parents that were shared with
the school principals. Since this was the
first survey it will serve as a benchmark
for future surveys.
Results from both the elementary stu-

dents and the middle/junior high levels
showed favorable ratings. Areas of posi-
tive strengths of schools were personal

relationship, professional relationship,
school culture, and district culture.
Board members suggested that the sur-
vey be done twice a year. Another sur-
vey will be done this September.

Editorial Comment: After the board
meeting, I decided to check this compa-
ny out because I was surprised that it
took so long for the presentation of
results. After looking through previous
agendas, I found the presentation was
originally scheduled in April.
With experience in analyzing data

and even writing surveys, I was very dis-
appointed with the vague results given.
Actually, I would describe them as ”no
meaningful  results.” This report did
not tell us anything about the student,
parent or teacher responses. It would
have been really nice if they provided us
with some insight of what responses
from students, teachers and parents
were.  I would have really liked to hear
some of the open responses. Maybe, in
this coming year, schools could address
some of the open responses they
received from students, teachers, and
parents and describe how they
addressed them.

STUDENT BOARDMEMBER: LHHS
senior, Maya Chen, was welcomed as the
new school board member.
CHROMEBOOKS: Superintendent

Scambray announced that students at the
district’s six comprehensive high schools
now have their own ChromeBooks.
PRINCIPALS: Dr. Ed Atkinson, Asst.

Superintendent of Human Resources,
introduced 3 new assistant principals: Jon
Shaw at BPHS, Sarah Murrietta at SHHS,
and Caroline Llewellyn at TRHS. 
BUDGET & FAKE GRASS FUND:

Assistant Superintendent of Business
Services, Joan Velasco presented the
revised budget for the 2017-2018 school
year. The board approved the budget that
included a realignment of the $6 million
artificial turf replacement fund. As of this
writing, there is not one fully installed turf
stadium, let alone any in need of repairs.
The new replacement fund starts with
$650,000 and requires a yearly board vote
to add an additional $650,000 in deferred
maintenance to keep up with the ongoing
upkeep of the stadiums. $350,000 will
supplement the Child Development Fund
at LVHS and the remaining $5 million
goes into unrestricted funds.
The Governor’s new budget allocated

an additional $1.9 million to go to district
unrestricted funds. Classified as one-time
money, it cannot be utilized for salaries,
but may be used to offset the increased
pension fund requirements. The good
news is that there is enough money to
cover all expenses this year; the bad news
is that there is not a significant increase of

money applied directly to the students.
State education funding is at 97% of what
it was in 2008, but California students are
still painfully underfunded per pupil.
FJUHSD is set to spend about $9,300 per
pupil this school year which is higher than
the CA average ($8,700 per pupil) spend-
ing, but still way below the $12,600
national average per pupil spending.
LATE START HIGH SCHOOL: The idea

is that since teenagers do not produce
melatonin, they find it difficult to fall
asleep before 11pm often making waking
up in the morning difficult. The CDC
reports that over 75% of all high schools
start too early. Studies indicate that when
teens start school after 8:30am they do
better academically and experience less
stress, depression and emotional anxiety.
CA Senate Bill 238 is moving through the
state legislature and dictates that 7-12
grade would begin the school day at
8:30am. Ultimately, the current bill may
not pass the governor’s desk because he
considers start time a local control issue
for each district to decide on its own.
Dr. Singer opposed a later start school

day, itemizing the hardships that would
fall onto FJUHSD transportation and
working parents if the school day was
moved 45 minutes later. However, SB 238
does not designate a start time for “zero
period,” which could start earlier and
FJUHSD does not provide most students
with transportation. The real impact
would require schools to install safe light-
ing, allowing winter sports practice to take
place on darkened fields. 

All the Arts for All the Kids Foundation Director Lauralyn
Eschner Receives the Dr. James Young Arts Legacy Award

The 2017 Dr. James Young Arts Legacy
Award honored Ms. Lauralyn Eschner,
director of All the Arts for All the Kids
Foundation of the FSD at the recent
Muckenthaler Cultural Center fundraiser. 
This award-winning organization’s mis-

sion is to ensure that every student in the
Fullerton School District has access to art,
music, dance and theatre lessons. 
Since 1992 the non-profit has donated

more than $2 million to augment the arts in
Fullerton School District. 
Lauralyn was recognized at the August 22

board meeting for her great contributions in
providing the students of Fullerton with
access to the arts.
OTHER RECOGNITIONS: • Mr. Pete Baron

was recognized for his outstanding contri-
butions to students of FSD for spearheading
the creation of chess instructions and city
chess championships open to all students.
Since 2000, Mr. Baron and his fellow Lions
Club members have contributed many

hours to bring the love of chess to FSD stu-
dents. Sponsored by the Fullerton Lions
Club and with the assistance of many, he
has built the program to include weekly
Chess Clubs at Laguna Road, Nicolas Jr.
High & Parks Jr. schools; a 5-8 week train-
ing program at 8 elementary/junior high
schools; periodic 2-hour weekly workshops
for all ages; co-sponsoring with FSD the
annual O.C. Morrison Chess Scholastic
Tournament & Fullerton City Chess
Championships.
Currently, 120 students are participating

in grades 1st through 3rd. Sadly, Mr. Baron
also announced his retirement from his
coordinator role and thanked Trustee
Sugarman; former Laguna Road Principal
Sonny Sullivan and the Fullerton Observer
for their continual support. But, he assured
us that the program will continue!
• Mr. Wes Kriesel was introduced as

FSD’s new Director of Innovation &
Instructional Support.

TEMPORARY APARTMENT
PARKING APPROVED:

A Memorandum of Understanding with
the City of Fullerton for use of the Nicolas
Park Junior High’s parking lot for 1 year was
approved. This parking lot is in front of the
softball park has its entrance & exit from
Euclid. It is not directly connected to the
school and is rarely used. All cars will have
to have permits and be only available to res-
idents of the nearby apartment complex.
Parking will only be permitted between
10pm & 7am.  Police will monitor the lot.
Fullerton Councilman Jesus Silva explained
that this would be a temporary relief for the

residents until a permanent solution is
found.

INDEPENDENT STUDY OPTION:
Junior High students will now be able to

qualify for Independent Study for Physical
Education. Students will be able to waive
the P.E. requirement if they are shown to
participate in approved physical activity as
accepted by the school code. They will be
required to stay on campus for the entire
day and will be able to take an additional
elective.
MOMENTUM IN TEACHING WRITER’S

WORKSHOPS approved at Fern Drive and
Valencia Park Schools.

NEW CSU REQUIREMENTS: The new
Cal State University system 2018 policy
will no longer give English and mathe-
matics placement tests to incoming fresh-
man. Parents and students had com-
plained that although enrolled at a CSU,
students lacking necessary writing and
math skills are relegated to remedial class-
es earning no credits. Now instead of
administering matriculation tests to all
incoming freshmen, CSU admissions will
consider transcripts, AP/ IB scores, and
embedded answers in the state standard-
ized test to determine if students are
accomplished in mathematics and writing
skills. If the student is found lacking, they
will enroll in a new course that intensive-
ly teaches necessary skills while allowing
the student to earn 2 units toward their
degree.  They will not be able to take more
than one of these classes a semester.
FJUHSD high schools need to main-

tain and strengthen basic skills programs
and interventions that allow graduates to
enter the work force with vital career skills

and enter higher education prepared to
concentrate on academic paths with
strong math and English language skills.

EXTRACURRICULAR POLICY
Developing an equitable system where

all students are held accountable for keep-
ing their GPA above 2.0 and maintaining
positive classroom citizenship marks
before participating in any extracurricular
activity was discussed. Sometimes
extracurricular activity is the only thing
that motivates a student’s school atten-
dance. If you have an opinion concerning
this possible policy change, let your board
members know by emailing them at
a m o n t o y a @ f j u h s d . o r g ;
bsinger@fjuhsd.org; mbuchi@fjushd.org,
bhathaway@fjuhsd.org, and
jfawley@fhjuhsd.org.
• Chevron and the City of Fullerton

may be headed for a Coyote Hills devel-
opment agreement said Trustee Sugarman
who urged the board to make sure that the
school district receives its fair share of
funds to provide an education for all.

Youth Truth Survey Results Presented



SIPPY CUPS, FRUIT JUICE, & DENTAL EROSION
The American Academy of Pediatrics’

(AAP) revised guidelines on children’s
fruit juice consumption calls for a halt
to fruit juice for babies under one year
of age. While parents might assume
that a drink containing “100 percent
fruit juice” is healthy, the AAP warns
that the drink provides no nutritional
benefit.” And although such drinks
may contain some vitamins and miner-
als, they may also contain up to two
teaspoons of sugar per 100-milliliter
serving and high amounts to acid that
contribute to dental erosion. The AAP
recommends no more than 4 ounces of
fruit juice for toddlers aged 1-3 years.
The use of sippy cups is also discour-

aged because they allow juice to pool
around teeth for prolonged periods.
Babies should not be allowed to go to
sleep with a bottle containing mill or
formula since this habit can lead to
“baby bottle tooth decay.”
As soon as your baby has teeth, he or

she can get cavities. That is why your
child’s first dental visit should take
place after the first tooth appears, but
no later than the first birthday. Being
proactive about your child’s dental
health today can help keep his or her
smile health for life. To schedule an
appointment please call 714-992-0092.
From as young as 2 to 102, we can pro-
vide treatment to nearly everyone.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092

www.paulnelsondental.com

Kids Rule!  
by Francine Vudoti

© 2017
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Back to School - Will This Excuse Us 
from Doing Household Chores?

NEW OUTDOOR
PROGRAMS!

• SPRINGBOARD DIVING
TUES & THURS, 6:30-7:30 PM

•PADI SCUBA CERTIFICATION
SAT & SUN, 12:30-3:30 PM

REGISTER TODAY !

Top Prizes for SHHS Ag Students at OC Fair

This year the Sunny Hills FFA took a record high
number of students to the Orange County Fair,
exhibiting livestock from steers, lambs, goats, rab-
bits, pigs, and chickens. At the OC Fair Junior
Livestock Week, held from July 13th to the 23rd,
students competed in divisions including Market
and Showmanship. In the Market Division, animals
were judged based on their structure, conforma-
tion, and quality while the Showmanship Division
is all about how the student exhibits their livestock. 
Here are some Lancer highlights:
Leslie Yang: Grand Champion Pen of Rabbits/ 
FFA Champion Pen of Rabbits
Madison Cole: Grand Champion Pen of Broilers
Adrian Martinez: FFA Reserve Champion Pen of 
Rabbits

Heather Hunt: Reserve Grand Champion 
Market Goat/  FFA  Reserve Champion Goat 

Above: Sunny Hills Ag teacher Brian Kim with Grand Champion winner Leslie Yang
Below Grand Champion winner Madison Cole

Fullerton Student Performs
Original Composition at

National Concert
Sixteen-year-old pianist Megan Chang, a student

at Harmony Music World Institute in Fullerton,
was selected to perform at the prestigious Yamaha
2017 National Junior Original Concert on July 16
at the Cerritos Center for the Performing Arts.
Megan presented Chimerascape, her original

composition for piano, keyboard orchestra and
percussion.

Raise your hand if your summer break
had to do with helping more at home.
Both my hands are up in the air. Phew!
The older I get, the more work I get to
do in the house.  I'm not really com-
plaining but there are days when I just
don't feel like washing the dishes nor
making my own breakfast.  
I thought it would be cool to just be

lazy when you wake up,  start chatting
with friends, watch TV while your mom
prepares your breakfast.  My mom  does
prepare my breakfast on school days but
not when school is out.
School started three weeks ago and

I'm sure there will be lots of homework
again.  So, can we be excused from
doing household chores during school
days?  It is actually just a crazy thought I
formed in my mind.  Before I could
even ask my mom, she told me that on
school days, I don't have to do as many
chores as I did during my summer
break.  I could just pick one chore I can
do after I have played and rested.  I
thought it's not a bad deal. 
I actually learned something impor-

tant during my summer break.  It is the
idea of being organized at home so you
can better enjoy your place.  For exam-
ple, when I see my bed nicely done, my
toys neatly placed where they belong,
my laundry basket empty, things where
they should be around the house, I feel
happy.  I also get rewarded with video
game time for all the chores I do and
this makes me happy, too.  However, I
realized being able to enjoy my house is
already a reward in itself. 
According to Andrew Mellen, a pro-

fessional organizing expert, "being
organized isn't about getting rid of
everything you own; or trying to
become a different person; it's about liv-
ing the way you want to live, but better."  

And, one way to achieve this is to
make sure that we do our household
chores.  It actually takes devotion and
responsibility to do the chores each and
every day.  Are you up to it? 
Well, to give you an idea - here are

some of the household chores I did dur-
ing the summer break: sweeping the
floor; washing dishes; washing and fold-
ing clothes; fixing the couches, and so
on. 
Of course, I got tired working around

the house but as soon as I finished I
looked at my work and my eyes were
wide, my mouth dropped to the floor,
my brain exploded with amazement,
and I wondered to myself, “How come I
had not known about this sooner?....
that being responsible at home brings
with it a great sense of achievement and
happiness!"  I was pleased with my dis-
covery and I am sure you would be too. 
Back in the days when my mom first

introduced to me the idea of doing
household chores, she explained that
even though she and dad bought the
house, I also own it so I have to do my
part to make sure that our house is well
cared for.  I was thrilled to discover that
I am a house owner, too.  Since then, I
have been inspired to do household
chores and fight my laziness.  Besides, if
someone comes to visit and he or she
finds out how I have done a good job
keeping the house clean and organized, I
will be proud. 
So, who wants to be excused from

doing household chores now that we're
all back to doing school assignments?  I
hope not a lot.  I hope you will get to
like doing chores.  Besides, this can be a
great way to negotiate with parents to
give credit for more video game time.
(For more tips on staying organized visit
http://www.lessonfromorganizing.com) 

Chosen from more than 6,000 young musicians, Megan has prevailed as one of just
14 talented, emerging artists to perform an original musical composition at the concert.
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Ian Bellman Competes at
World Yo-Yo Contest in Iceland

For the first time ever, the Southern
California Swimming Summer Junior
Olympics Championships were held in
Fullerton at the Janet Evans Swim
Complex from July 26th to July 30th. The
event was hosted by Fullerton Aquatics
Sports Team, also known as FAST, which
also finished in third place overall out of
fifty other competing teams, with boys
placing second, and girls taking third.
FAST is a nationally-recognized com-

petitive swimming program for boys and
girls. The team has had a long his-
tory with the Olympics. FAST
had its first swimmer qualify for
the United States Olympic Team
in 1972. Her name was Carolyn
Woods and she was only seven-
teen years old when she achieved
second place in the 200-meter
Individual Medley at the
Olympic Trials in Chicago. 
Then, at the 1976 Olympics,

FAST had its first Olympic
Medalist with Rod Strachan, who
won Gold at the Olympics in Montreal.
More recently, in 2012, Tyler Clary and
Matt McLean continued FAST’s tradition
of Olympic achievement as members of
the 2012 U.S. Olympic Team which com-
peted in London, England.
I attended the event to watch my friend

David compete. Stepping out of my car
on a sweltering summer afternoon, I
could hear the cheering, applauding and
screaming coming from parents and fam-
ily members of the swimmers. Entering
through the gate and into the pool area, I
was overwhelmed by the massive crowd of
people. 
People with cameras, towels and swim

trunks were running down the wide walk-
ways that wound in between large sections
of tents. Near one of the training pools,
Junior Olympic officials had set up steps
for swimmers who won first, second and
third at the meet.  
Judges and referees paced back and

forth as swimmers made their way down
their lanes. Timers at the other end of the
pool sat in chairs, watching the events
unfold. A large scoreboard that towered
over the main pool had the times for each
lane, with the numbers flashing red and
changing as the swimmers competed
against the clock. Each competitor’s par-

ent had a large board with interchangeable
numbers on it which they stuck in the
water every time their swimmer touched
the wall. This way, the swimmer knew
how many more laps until the end of their
event. While most parents changed the
numbers based on how many laps their
swimmer had completed, David’s dad
changed the numbers by how many laps
David had left.  
On the last two days of the competi-

tion, I stood next to my friend’s parents,
cheering him on as he swam the
400 Meter Freestyle and
Individual Medley, 200 Meter
Butterfly, and 800 Meter and
1500 Meter Freestyle. I stood at
the end of his lane for almost
every event, photographing and
filming him as he swam. 
The excitement and energy

were building as we all waited
in anticipation for David’s final
event: the 800 Meter Freestyle
Relay, where he and three other

teammates won 3rd place and each got a
medal. In the relays, the top 3 get medals.
In the other events, the top 8 swimmers
were awarded medals, while those who
achieved 9th through 16th place received
certificates for their individual events. 
Once the last event was over, the swim-

mers walked up the steps and all stood on
their slot. Parents and other family mem-
bers were crying and cheering with joy as
they photographed their children.
To see highlights from the 2017 FAST

Summer Junior Olympics, just visit the
Fullerton Observer website, click on the
“Videos” tab and click on the words
“Emerson Little YouTube Channel,”
which will take you directly to my page.  

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little  © 2017

First Summer Junior Olympics 
Held at Janet Evans Complex 

by Agnes Lee

First popularized in the 1920s as a pas-
time for both children and adults, yo-yos
have seemingly lost their familiarity in the
modern era. However, the yo-yo is slowly
making its way back and it’s closer than
you might think.
Fullerton’s own Ian Bellman, currently a

junior in high school,
has participated in local
and international yo-yo
competitions. Most
recently, Bellman trav-
elled all the way to
Reykjavik, Iceland in
August to participate in
the World YoYo
Contest.
The beginning of

Bellman’s yo-yo career
actually began by mis-
take. After breaking his
arm, Bellman looked
for something to keep
himself busy. 
“I was at Sports

Chalet getting my
tennis racket restrung
and there was a yo-yo at the checkout
area. I just decided to buy it but quickly
realized it wasn’t just a one-handed sport.
Once my cast came off, I really got into it
and started competing,” Bellman said.
At yo-yo contests, people from all over

the world compete with various play
styles. Competitions are categorized into
five different divisions, with 1A being the
most common and 3A being Bellman’s
specialty. 
The 3A division includes two yo-yos

and provides for an endless number of
tricks. As one of the more difficult and
thus smaller divisions, Bellman found his
niche because “the symmetry of two yo-

FAST 
swimmers
placed 
third 
out of 
fifty 
teams.

yos is a lot more satisfying and obviously
with two yo-yos you [have] two times the
possibilities.” 
In addition to competing, Bellman has

grown to be a part of the local yo-yo com-
munity, which includes fellow yo-yo play-
ers from Orange County and Los Angeles.
Despite its small size, Bellman said,

“Everyone’s very
connected and
knows each other
very well.” In fact,
local yo-yo players
find time to share
their tricks and
ideas online on a
separate Facebook
or Reddit page and
try to meet up in
person. 
Among the many

competitors at the
World YoYo
Contest in Iceland,
Bellman made it all
the way to the
semifinals at eighth
place. But more
than the competi-

tion itself, the experience of going to
Iceland was a great once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity for Bellman. 
From competitions in various parts of

the world to encounters with those with
similar interests, Bellman has been able to
gain great experiences through this hobby. 
“When I first started, I defined myself

through yo-yoing,” Bellman said, “People
knew me as the yo yo guy. As I got better,
I started getting into other things. I still
love competing, but I don’t know how
long I’ll be doing that. I know I’ll always
have a yoyo in my pocket and I think
that’ll just stay with me forever.”

Ian Bellman performs a yo-yo trick

SPORTS NEWS



FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 11EARLY SEPTEMBER 2017

From a young age, Sunny Hills High
School senior Eric Hahn began develop-
ing his passion for tennis. 
Hoping to follow in his older brother’s

footsteps, Hahn persuaded his father to
take him to play tennis at just seven years
old. 
As he was beginning to learn just the

basics, Hahn initially avoided taking les-
sons because he “was too scared to get les-
sons with a group because [he] was inse-
cure.” After about a year of constant prac-
tice with his father, Hahn signed up for
lessons at the La Habra Tennis Center.
Slowly but surely, Hahn built up his

skills and began playing tournaments at
the novice level and soon at satellite tour-
naments. Unbeknownst to him at the
time, Hahn was ranked #1 out of the  jun-
ior tennis players in California. 
Hahn said, “I didn’t realize, but in

school one day, my friend said, ‘My dad
looked you up and it says you’re number
one.’ I didn’t know, so I was like, ‘I’m

Local Star Athletes Headed 
to Top Universities

Playing a variety of sports since child-
hood, Sunny Hills senior Brandon Won
was introduced to different hobbies and
interests. Won played baseball for seven
years and began playing football on and
off from second grade with support of his
father. In addition, he casually began play-
ing basketball with his friends on his own
time.
Having experience and skills in multiple

sports, Won had to choose which one to
dedicate himself to once entering high
school -- he decided on two. 
Won said, “Baseball was something my

father put on me and really pushed, so I
played it my whole life. I ended up hating
it because of that -- there was this pressure
that came with it and it wasn’t something
I liked. But basketball was something I
decided to take up on my own and some-
thing I really liked and enjoyed. Football‘s
something that my father played and I
just wanted to play high school football
because I heard all the stories my dad told
me.”
Thanks to a successful freshman year

and a fellow teammate being recruited by
Ivy League schools, Sunny Hills coach
Peter Karavedas encouraged Won to con-
tinue his strong performance on the field
and in school. 
“Coach said if I keep up with what I’m

doing, I could potentially be recruited by
the Ivy League teams too. That really

motivated me to work harder, practice
harder, and lift more,” Won said. 
And hard work definitely paid off.

Won’s first offer was from the University
of San Diego, which quickly gave him an
offer in his junior year. Just as his coach
expected, Won also received interest from
Ivy League schools, including University
of Pennsylvania, Columbia University,
Harvard University, Princeton University
and Brown University. 
With many options in front of him,

Won spent two weeks on the east coast to
get a taste of each school. He participated
in as many camps as possible and used the
time to get to know the coaches and
schools very well. 
But he quickly realized that the decision

was quite easy to make. Out of the camps
he participated in, Won found Harvard
University to be his favorite. 
On top of a good first impression, he

was also won over due to its “very high
academic prestige, how good [the coach-
es] were to all the players, how organized
they were, and the overall morale of the
program,” he said.
“It’s, you know, Harvard. It’s going to

be really different than anything I have
ever experienced. Being a part of the foot-
ball team is going to be different because
it’s a college level team and there are kids
from all over the country. It is going to be
a cool life experience.” 

While keeping up with academics and extracurriculars, many high school students also
devote their time to athletics. In turn, their passions for the sports open up great opportuni-
ties for them to further pursue their goals as athletes and students. Senior year is a critical
time when colleges and universities seek out their new prospective student athletes from local
high schools. Here are two such athletes who have been recruited by top universities.

Brandon Won (17), Football
Harvard University Eric Hahn (17), Tennis 

University of California, Los Angeles

by Agnes Lee

number one?’ I think I got more motivat-
ed because of that to go to the next level.”
Upon entering high school, Hahn

switched over to a more advanced training
program, practicing three hours a day, as
well as playing briefly for the high school
varsity boys’ tennis team. 
Soon, various colleges and universities

began reaching out to him. “I was talking
to UCLA, USC, just a bunch of schools,
UC Davis, and a couple of Ivy [Leagues]:
Cornell, UPenn, and Columbia,” Hahn
said.
Between his many offers from great

institutions, Hahn narrowed the schools
down to UCLA and UPenn, but ultimate-
ly verbally committed to University of
California, Los Angeles. 
Hahn said, “I basically said UCLA is a

really good school; I don’t need to go out
of state. I’m looking forward to being with
the team, staying close to home, seeing
my family every so often, and just having
a good time.” 

PHOTO BY YOURGAMEFACE

Troy Student Earns Gold Medal at
International Biology Olympiad

Thanks to Alexander Tsao of Troy High
School in Fullerton, the U.S. is again
home to the world’s top high school biol-
ogy team, winning top honors for the
fourth time in seven years at the 28th
International Biology Olympiad (IBO).  
Tsao, and two fellow Team USA stu-

dents one from Texas, and another from
Massachusetts, all earned gold medals at
this years IBO, held at The University of
Warwick in Coventry, United Kingdom.
The students represented the United
States at IBO after winning the USA
Biology Olympiad (USABO) National
Finals, sponsored by the Center for
Excellence in Education (CEE).
IBO 2017 included 264 students from

68 countries. At the competition, Team
USA has earned no less than two gold
medals each year for 14 consecutive years,
and has achieved the coveted world #1
ranking in 2011, 2013, 2015, and now
2017.
USABO encourages excellence in biolo-

gy education throughout the United
States and to challenge students and their
teachers to reach the gold standard in

biology.  Nearly 10,000 high school stu-
dents from across the country registered
for this year’s USABO. Earlier this sum-
mer, twenty USABO National Finalists
including Tsao studied with leading U.S.
experts in the fields of cellular & molecu-
lar biology, plant anatomy & physiology,
animal anatomy & physiology, genetics &
evolution, ecology, ethology, and biosys-
tematics.  

CONGRATULATIONS
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FULLERTON’S FIRST INHABITANTS PART 3:

Tribal Leadership (The Tomyaar) 

FULLERTON’S HERITAGE: by Terry Galvin

Ten months after town founders George
and Edward Amerige laid out the townsite
of Fullerton, the federal government
approved a post office for the small town,
appointing Edmond E. Beazley as the first
postmaster.  On May 22, 1888, the first
post office opened in the Ford Grocery
Store and shortly thereafter moved to the
Sterns & Goodman Grocery Store, both
located in the Wilshire Building, situated
on the southeast corner of Spadra (now
Harbor) Boulevard and Commonwealth
Avenue.  In 1892, druggist William
Starbuck became postmaster, and his
store, the Gem Pharmacy, became the
new post office location.  The pharmacy
with the post office moved three times
during the next twenty-five years.
In 1889, Starbuck went by horse and

buggy to get the necessary 100 signatures
needed to secure the first Rural Free
Delivery (RFD) route in Orange County,
and one of the first routes west of the
Mississippi. 
By 1901, Fullerton’s petroleum industry

was booming, and a second RFD carrier,
at $500 per year, was hired to service a 23-
mile oil well route.  Eventually there were
seven rural routes out of Fullerton.  In
1913, free city delivery began with three
deliveries daily in the business district and
two in the residential district.  Residents
continued to receive mail twice a day until
the 1980s.  From 1917 to 1927, the post
office was located in the Schumacher
Building (212-216 N. Spadra), and from
1929 to 1939 on the first floor of the
Fullerton Odd Fellows Temple (112 E.
Commonwealth), now the Williams
Building.  Even though the space was larg-
er, the rapid growth of the city would
soon strain this location. 
When Federal relief building funds

became available in 1930-31, the post
office, along with a city hall and library,
were at the top of Fullerton’s request list.
Rather than dedicating space inside an
existing building, Fullerton residents
wanted a separate postal facility.  United
States Treasury officials supported allocat-
ing funds for the Fullerton post office in
1931, but the request was rejected in
1932, and again in 1933 and 1935.  The
Fullerton Chamber of Commerce spear-
headed another post office drive in

February 1936, enlisting the aid of
Congressman Samuel Collins.  On
September 10, 1937, Fullerton was finally
approved for a new post office.  
The building was designed by architects

employed by the Treasury Department
Office of the Supervising Architect
instead of hiring outside firms.  This
approach helped to keep costs down and
to create more standardized plans for the
smaller post offices across the country.
This also provided for faster construction,
with the normal time being ten months or
less.  These designs had little ornamenta-
tion or embellishments and became
known as "starved classicism" by the
architectural critics.  
Postal authorities authorized the pur-

chase of two residences near the train sta-
tion  on the southeast corner of Pomona
and Commonwealth Avenues for
$19,000.  In February 1938, San Diego
resident George Goedhart was awarded
the $54,950 construction contract.
Fixtures, furnishings and new equipment
brought the total building costs to
$91,000.  Goedhart specialized in federal
building construction and had already
completed several post offices in
California, Nebraska, and Idaho.
Construction began on April 3, 1939,

and was completed in seven months.  In a
pageant-filled ceremony on June 3, 1939,
Fullerton Masonic orders laid the corner-
stone for the new building, and an equal-
ly elaborate dedication ceremony took
place on October 28, 1939.  On Monday,
November 20, 1939, the new facility
opened for business.  In 1942, an-oil-on
canvas mural (“Orange Pickers”) painted
by Paul Julian was added to the lobby.
The Commonwealth post office served

as Fullerton’s main post office until 1962
when a larger building was leased at 1350
East Chapman.  The Commonwealth
post office is now the smallest of
Fullerton’s four post offices and remains
the only federal building ever constructed
in Fullerton.
The Post Office Building was listed in

the National Register of Historic Places
on August 28, 2012 and was designated as
Local Landmark #91 on April 16, 2013.
For more information on local histori-

cal sites visit www.fullertonheritage.org.

by Jesse La Tour

The following is part of a series of articles
on the native American tribe who were the
original inhabitants of Los Angeles and
North Orange County, including Fullerton.
They are called the Gabrieleno Band of
Mission Indians Kizh Nation (or just
“Kizh”). The source for the following infor-
mation is an excellent book called “The First
Angelinos” by William McCawley.

Prior to European contact, the total
Kizh population is estimated to be
around 5,000 people organized into com-
munities/villages which were usually
between 50 and 100 individuals each.
The chief of each village was called a

tomyaar, and he was also the
head of a family lineage.
Tomyaars formed alliances
with other villages and tribes
(sometimes through marriage)
for purpose of trade and
peaceful co-existence (shown
through ritual exchange of
gifts and large inter-tribal cel-
ebrations).
According to McCawley,

“The tomyaar was the focus of
the religious and secular life of
the lineage and community,
serving as chief administrator,
fiscal officer, religious leader,
legal arbitrator, and com-
mander-in-chief. Tomyaars
were usually 30-35 years in
age when elevated to office.”
The tomyaar’s position was

hereditary, passing from
father to eldest son, though there were
sometimes female tomyaars.
One of the most important duties of the

tomyaar was to manage the economic
affairs of the village, particularly collecting
and distributing food. Those who hunted
animals and gathered plants and seeds
would give part of their bounty to the
tomyaar for food reserves. These food
stores would be used to feed the poor,  and
the community in times of shortage.
Mismanagement of food stores was a seri-
ous offense that could be punished by
death.
Another of the tomyaar’s primary duties

was to be a leader of trade and relations
with other tribes. Good relations were
maintained through the ritual exchange of
shell beads, which were like currency.
There was a vast network of inter-tribal
relations with neighbors like the Cahuilla,
Serrano, Chumash, Salinans, and other
California tribes. These ritual exchanges
were a way to prevent conflict and war,
and provided avenues for obtaining food
in times of shortage (through trade).
In addition to being the political leader

of his community, the tomyaar was also a
religious leader, managing “the ritual
interaction between his lineage or com-
munity and the supernatural world.” For

example, he would “preserve and main-
tain the ritual implements stored in the
‘sacred bundle’ (a length of reed matting
in which ceremonial objects were
wrapped) and to schedule the dates for
religious celebrations.”
McCawley explains that “the tomyaar’s

prestige and authority derived in large
measure from his knowledge of, and
access to, supernatural power…As he was
descended from a line of leaders, some
ability to handle power was inborn.”
He was spiritually connected to the leg-

endary “First Chief” Wewyoot and the
supernatural being Eagle: “In ritual per-
formances the tomyaar often served as an
intermediary with the supernatural world
by assuming the identity of Eagle. In such

performances the
tomyaar wore a cere-
monial skirt sewn from
the feathers of an eagle
and performed dances
which symbolized a
soul’s magical flight
into the afterworld”
(McCawley).
To show his sacred

authority, the tomyaar’s
house was built right
next to the yovaar (sort
of like a temple), which
was “the most sacred
and powerful location
within the communi-
ty.” He was one of a few
people who was allowed
to enter the yovaar.
Much of Kizh life

involved sacred rituals,
and the installation of a new tomyaar was
no different. When a new tomyaar was to
be installed, there was a large festival in
which inhabitants of neighboring tribes
and communities were invited.
During the installation ceremony, the

new chief ’s body was painted black with
ash from a charred feather. He was
enrobed in a feather skirt and a crown of
feathers. He entered the sacred yovaar and
began a ceremonial dance, accompanied
by singers who chanted to music of turtle
shell rattles.
Visiting tribal leaders also joined the

dance, and the new tomyaar continued
until fatigue overcame him. After the cer-
emony, the new tomyaar was acknowl-
edged by all, and everyone celebrated with
a massive feast/party that lasted three or
four days.
Like all good leaders, the tomyaar was

not alone.  He was assisted in his duties by
a Council of Elders, which was composed
of other leaders in the community, each of
whom had his own important role.
I have intentionally left out another

really important figure in the communi-
ty—the shaman.  Stay tuned for my next
article, in which I describe the lives of
powerful Kizh men and women who
could allegedly turn themselves into bears!

Commonwealth Avenue Post Office 
Part 1: Searching for a Home

“The tomyaar 
was the focus 
of the religious 
and secular life 
of the lineage 
and community,
serving as chief
administrator, 
fiscal officer, 
religious leader, 
legal arbitrator, 

and 
commander-
in-chief.” 
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WIND RIVER:  Two Hits
Nominated for an Academy Award for his por-

trayal of a bomb disposal expert in 2008’s “The
Hurt Locker,” actor Jeremy Renner has the rare face
that can  express fear and confidence at the same
time. He can also project the troubled yet stoic per-
sona of a lone cowboy or a lone warrior. “Wind
River” appropriately uses these talents by starring
Renner as Cory Lambert, a Wyoming game tracker
hired to protect herds of sheep and cattle from pred-
ators.
Making his directorial debut, screenwriter Taylor

Sheridan (“Sicario,” “Hell or High Water”) creates
this noir crime film setting it not in the gritty city,
but in the cold, harsh outdoors of a Native
American reservation in Wyoming. The mood is set
as we see a young woman running barefoot through
the snow trailing blood behind her. Tracking a
mountain lion, Cory comes upon the woman’s
frozen body. He recognizes her as Natalie (Kelsey
Asbille), a Native American friend of his teenage
daughter, who had died three years earlier. 
An autopsy later reveals that Natalie has been

raped and that she died from her lungs having burst
in the high altitude and sub-zero temperature.
Reporting her death to the local peace officer, Cory
learns that crimes committed on a reservation are
under the purview of the Federal Government and
must be reported to the FBI.
Dispatched from the FBI office in Las Vegas,

agent Jane Banner (Elizabeth Olsen) arrives to head
up the investigation.  Wearing a light windbreaker,
she must borrow snow clothing before heading up
the mountain with Cory to view the crime scene.
Unaware of the taciturn nature and occasionally
hostile attitude of the Native Americans living in the
Wind River Reservation, Jane asks Cory to help her
maneuver this crime investigation.
Although he works for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service, Cory has been married to a Native
American woman, Wilma (Julia Jones).  Now
divorced, Cory picks up their young son to take him
to visit Wilma’s parents on the reservation. He
becomes a valuable link between the two cultures
and cautions Jane not to be too hard on Natalie’s
brother, now a meth addict, who refuses to cooper-
ate with the investigation.
Even though the tribal police chief (Graham

Greene) greets Jane with “What are they doing send-
ing you here?” she proves smart and tenacious. She
knows how to use a weapon and she knows how to
interview witnesses.  She is also not afraid to ride
snowmobiles up treacherous terrain at breakneck
speeds.  She also knows when to back off.
The crime is eventually solved but not as we

might have expected and not before we view some
scenes of unexpected violence and brutality. These
might be off-putting to some viewers, but the movie
succeeds partly because it lacks the clichés of many
crime mysteries.
Violence is never the centerpiece of the film.

Mood, character, and atmosphere prevail. The
mood of this remote community is reflected by the
police chief who says, “Luck don’t live out here.
Luck lives in the city.” In the desolate town outside
the reservation, a tattered American flag flies upside
down and hope does not inhabit the faces of the res-
idents.
Adding to the atmosphere is the dramatic cine-

matography of the snowy, vast outdoor (actually
shot in Utah) landscape and the intimate hand-held
camera scenes within the modest homes, all handled
by Ben Richardson, who did the camera work for
“Beasts of the Southern Wild.” 
An effective score by Nick Cave and Warren Ellis

enhances but never intrudes.

by Joyce Mason 
© 2017

HITS & 
MISSES

TUES, SEPTEMBER 5
•4:30pm: Job Search Strategies

free session for adults and teens on
how to find work in an ever changing
world. Fullerton Public Library, 353
W. Commonwealth.
•6pm: Fullerton Council

Meeting canceled.
WED, SEPTEMBER 6

•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday
Farmers Market at Independence
Park, next to the DMV on Valencia
between Euclid and Highland in
Fullerton. Fresh produce  including
fruit, vegetables, eggs, flowers,
plants, baked goods, nuts, and more
straight from the farmer. 
•10am: Basic Computer &

Internet Tutor Session One on one
help getting started with computers
and the internet. Fullerton Public
Library, 353 W. Commonwealth.
Free but register to save your space
by calling Kyle Samudio at 714-738-
6326. Repeats on Sept. 13.
•6pm: Independent Film Series:

Miss Sloane (R) Oscar nominee
Jessica Chastain in this political
thriller. Osborne Auditorium at
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free.

THURS, SEPTEMBER 7
•10:15am & 11:15am: Preschool

Storytime features stories, songs,
crafts & puppets for 3 to 6 year olds
at Fullerton Public Library Osborne
Auditorium, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free but register to
save your spot at www.fullertonli-
brary.org.
•4pm-8pm: Downtown Market

craft vendors, hot food, fresh pro-
duce, flowers, kids activities, beer &
wine garden. Live music beginning at
6:30pm. At the Downtown Plaza on
E. Wilshire & Pomona. Admission is
free. Call (714)738-6545 for info.
Continues every Thursday.

SAT, SEPTEMBER 9
•9am-11am: Free Morning Hike

in West Coyote Hills led by natural-
ists is a moderately easy 2 mile hike
with some uphill climbing   suitable
for the entire family. Dogs are wel-
come on a leash. Wear comfortable
shoes and bring water to drink. Meet
at the open-gate entrance to the
Equestrian Center of Laguna Lake
Park on Lakeview, just east of Euclid.
Enjoy the fresh air, spectacular views
and learn about the local flora and
fauna. visit www.coyotehills.org for
more information on the ongoing
effort to save this land as an open
space park for all to enjoy. 

SUN, SEPTEMBER 10
•10am: Latino Book & Family

Festival at LA Plaza de Cultura Y
Artes, 501 N. Main, LA. Free
•2pm: Jazz in the Afternoon with

The Ron Kobayashi Trio &
Vocalist Elena Gilliam at the
Fullerton Public Library Conference
Center Community Room, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Proceeds from the
event benefit the Fullerton Library
Foundation. Call 714-738-3366 or
visit www.fullertonlibrary founda-
tion.com for more information and
to reserve tickets. $25. Ron has per-
formed with musical artists including
Mel Torme, Kenny Burrell, Peter
Frampton, Tom Scott, Margaret
Whiting, Peter White, Najee, Eric
Marienthal, comedian Bob Saget and
many more. The trio with Baba
Elefante on bass and Steve Dixon on
drums has been together for over 20
years. Elena Gillam has been recog-
nized by the City of LA as a Jazz
Living Legend.

MON, SEPTEMBER 11
•10:15am & 11am: Baby &

Toddler Storytime features stories
and songs for babies and toddlers up
to 3 years old accompanied by an
adult. Fullerton Public Library, 353
W. Commonwealth. Free but
advanced registration is required by
visiting the library or online at
www.fullertonlibrary.org
•2pm: Fullerton Collaborative

meeting of non-profits, civic groups,
educational institutions and busi-
nesses working to make Fullerton the
best it can be. Fullerton Public
Library, 353 W. Commonwealth. 

TUES, SEPTEMBER 12
•9am: Fullerton Garden Club

Meeting at the Fullerton Arboretum,
1900 Associated Road, (off Yorba
Linda Blvd. at the edge of CSUF).
Call (714) 392-3132 for more infor-
mation. Newcomers welcome. 
•10am-11:30am: OLLI Lecture:

What is Islam? Who are Muslims?
presented by Jamaal Zaheen, out-
reach coordinator at the Islamic
Institute of OC. Mackey
Auditorium, Ruby Gerontology
Center, CSUF, 800 N. State College
Blvd. For more info call 657-278-
2446.
•4pm: After School Club Music,

Dance Hispanic Month Special for
school aged children and their fami-
lies. Kick off National Hispanic
Month with Birdie’s Playhouse.
Learn about Tito Puente, enjoy
Latin-inspired songs and rhythms
and learn to salsa. Fullerton Public
Library Osborne Auditorium, 353
W. Commonwealth. Free.
•4:30pm: Introduction to

Resumes find out what you need to
know and how to set up your
resume. Fullerton Public Library
Conference Center, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free.
•6:30pm: Preschool Bedtime

Bears for 3 to 6 year olds and their
families features stories, poetry, pup-
pets, songs, films and crafts. Kids are
invited to wear their pajamas and are
introduced to the best literature for
pre-readers. Fullerton Public Library
Conference Center, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free but advanced
registration is required at www.fuller-
tonlibrary.org.

WED, SEPTEMBER 13
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market at Independence
Park on Valencia. See Sept 6 listing.
•3pm: Living with Early

Memory Loss - provides infor-
mation on daily strategies cop-
ing with changes and resources.
Fullerton Public Library
Conference Center, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free but regis-
ter by calling 800-272-3900 or
by email to smorales@alz.org 

SAT, SEPTEMBER 16
•7am-1pm: Rummage Sale

at Congregational Church of
Fullerton, 845 N. Euclid St.,
Fullerton.

MON, SEPTEMBER 18
•7:30pm: Night Blooming

Jazzmen presented in concert by
North OC Community
Concerts at Fullerton First
United Methodist, 114 N.
Pomona Ave. (at
Commonwealth). Brass cor-
netist Chet Jaeger leads in a mix
of Dixieland jazz, spirituals,
hymns, and musical spoofs.
$20/Adults; $10/students.
Tickets at the door. Visit
www.northocconcerts.org 

TUES, SEPTEMBER 19
•4pm: After School Club

Hispanic Month Special for school
aged children and their families.
Make a miniature pinata, create a
Guatemalan worry doll, design a
Mexican folk art Aztec Sun, or weave
a God’s Eye. Fullerton Public Library
Osborne Auditorium, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free.
•6pm: Fullerton Council

Meeting at Fullerton City Hall, 303
W. Commonwealth. Included on the
agenda is West Coyote Hills
Conservation Fund Grant
Resolution; Agreement with MWD
and MET for in-lieu treated water
deliveries; Hill Ave & Citrus Early
Morning Parking Exemption and
more. See full agenda online at
www.cityoffullerton.com (go to How
Do I and then View Council
Meetings)

WED, SEPTEMBER 20
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday

Farmers Market at Independence
Park on Valencia. See Sept 6 listing.
•4pm: Teen Book to Movie Club:

Before I Fall read the book by
Lauren Oliver, and come watch the
movie. Enjoy snacks and discussion
with other teens. Fullerton Public
Library Teen Area, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free. For high
school students only. Call Shirley Ku
for more info at 714-738-6326
•6pm: Memory Loss, Dementia

& Alzheimer’s Basics learn the facts.
Fullerton Public Library Conference
Center, 353 W. Commonwealth.
Free but register by calling 800-272-
3900 or email to smorales@alz.org

THURS, SEPTEMBER 21
•12:30- 2pm: OLLI Lecture:

Preservatives in Food: Good, Bad
& Ugly presented by Lilian Were,
associate professor of food science at
Chapman U. Mackey Auditorium,
Ruby Gerontology Center, CSUF,
800 N. State College Blvd. For more
info call 657-278-2446.
•6:30pm-8:30pm: Family Movie

Night fun-filled evening features
age-appropriate movies for families
with school aged kids. Fullerton
Public Library Osborne Auditorium,
353 W. Commonwealth. Free
•5:30pm-9pm: SCORE Business

Workshop on finer points of run-
ning a small business. Visit
http://www.score114.org/work-
shops/calendarList.aspx or call the
Ask Here Desk at 714-738-6326  

Two Hits: Don’t Miss It!
A Hit & A Miss: You Might Like It.

Two Misses: Don’t Bother
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REVIEWED by Angela Hatcher

Written by former Chance Theater
Resident Playwright Lauren Yee, in a
word has received numerous awards and
was recently named a New York Times
Critic’s Pick. On the two-year anniversary
of Fiona’s son’s disappearance, she still
can’t come to terms with reality. The case
is cold as ice, and the once hopeful Fiona
now grapples with sadness, grief, and --
worst of all — bad puns. 
In this emotional and comedic look at

how tragedy can distort our speech and
reality, ordinary words and turns of phrase
take on new meanings as Fiona relives one
fateful day. Surreal, funny, and potent, in
a word explores the complexity of lan-
guage and how it can impact the ways we
see and feel about the world around us.
Opens September 16  through October 8.

5522 E. La Palma Ave., Anaheim
Tickets:(888) 455-4212 
www.ChanceTheater.com. 

The
Marvelous
Wonderettes

Suzy
(Christina
Chan),
Missy
(Linsey
Rene), 

Betty Jean
(Devin
Nelson),
and Cindy

Lou
(Tiffany
Berg). 

PHOTO

AMY GETTYS

Stage Door Repertory Theatre brings
the West Coast premiere of The Marvelous
Wonderettes: Dream On to its intimate
stage, and it’s fast becoming a crowd
favorite.  
Roger Bean based The Wonderettes series

on his own mother who was part of an all-
girl singing group in the ‘50s, and Bean’s
original musical had his all-girl foursome
singing at their high school prom. 
In this fourth of Roger Bean’s hilarious

and highly acclaimed Wonderettes’ juke-
box musicals, the girls are back at
Springfield High ten years later to throw a
retirement party for a beloved teacher,
Miss McPherson, and it’s obvious that the
Wonderettes have still got what it takes to
make this party a celebration that is long
remembered. 
The 4th wall disappears early in Act I,

and the audience interaction catapults the
show into a whole new realm of hilarity.

The Marvelous Wonderettes: Dream On
at Stage Door Repertory

Under the direction of Nick Charles,
the irresistible charm and allure of Cindy
Lou (Tiffany Berg), Suzy (Christina
Chan), Betty Jean (Devin Nelson), and
Missy (Linsey Rene) make this modern
“leap back to the past” pure magic. 
These former high school varsity cheer-

leaders bring 1969 alive with their bouf-
fant hairdos, brightly color-coordinated
mini dresses, and white patent leather go-
go boots.
And then, there is the music. The

Wonderettes’ rendition of “L-O-V-E”, a
song that Nat King Cole made famous, is
sung in perfect harmony, but it is also an
absolute “fall off your chair” side-splitting
highlight. 
Act II finds the girls dressed in satiny

jumpsuits with matching strappy sandals
and even bigger hair. It’s 1978, and the
girls are back in town for their 20th
reunion. 
The girls reveal the ups and downs of

their lives, crushed dreams, the journeys
they have taken, and how Springfield
High shaped who they are now. 
With more than 30 great songs in their

arsenal, the Wonderettes astound the
audience with their perfect harmonies,
great arrangements, and beautiful vocals. 
The recorded orchestrations bring an

authentic feel to the original recordings,
add the seasoning to an already saucy
musical comedy. A few of the songs from
some of the greatest girl-group songbook
are: “I Will Survive,” “Gimme Some
Lovin’”, “Reach Out: I’ve Got the Music

in Me,” and “When Will I Be Loved”. 
From their sharp and well-choreo-

graphed “vintage” dance moves to their
distinctively lovely solos and harmonies, it
would be difficult to imagine anyone else
as dedicated or lovingly portraying Bean’s
larger-than-life characters. 
As it turns out, the “star” of the show is

the ensemble itself as the actresses gen-
uinely share the stage with each other and
are generous in their roles. 
While the girls - both the characters and

the actresses - each appear to have distinc-
tively different personalities, there is one
thing that they have in common, and that
is the evident sisterhood that is ever pres-
ent throughout the show. 
Stage Door Repertory Theatre’s The

Marvelous Wonderettes: Dream On will
leave the audience dreamy-eyed and smil-
ing after seeing such a fun-loving and
highly entertaining production. This is
one of those impervious can’t miss musi-
cals. 
The show runs through September 23,

2017. Director: Nick Charles; Musical
Director: Jessica Cosley; Choreographer:
Arianna Hyatt; Costumes: Julie Charles;
Sound Design: Clark Cooper; Lighting
Design: Nick Charles. 

Stage Door Repertory Theatre
1045 N. Armando Street, 
Anaheim Hills, CA 92806. 
Tickets: (714) 630-7378 
www.stagedoorrep.org 

Moon Over Buffalo
AT STAGES THEATRE

Moon Over Buffalo is a raucous farce
about a dysfunctional theater troupe per-
forming in Buffalo, New York in 1953.
This backstage play by Ken Ludwig
(author of Lend Me A Tenor) centers on
fading stars George and Charlotte Hay.
The diva lead actress, Charlotte, is barely
tolerant of her philandering semi-alco-
holic husband, George. Mishaps and con-
fusions arise for the company when pre-
sented the opportunity of famed film
director Frank Capra attending a per-
formance to possibly cast the two for a
movie. The hopeful actors sprint through
the tangle of confusion to produce a woe-
fully misbegotten mixture of two different
plays.  Overall, Moon Over Buffalo is a
fast-paced and energetic night of enter-
tainment. Runs through September 17.

400 E. Commonsealth Ave, Fullerton
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 

www.stagesoc.org

The Maverick Theater premiered The
Killer Angels, Soldiers of Gettysburg back in
May to sold out houses. Because of the
overwhelming success, the show returns
this September with a limited four-week
run.  The Maverick production is an orig-
inal stage adaptation of Michael Shaara’s
novel, The Killer Angels. 
Shaara used diaries, journals, letters and

memoirs to recreate not only what was
happening on the battlefield, but also
what those who fought it were thinking,
seeing and feeling. In 1975, his novel won
the Pulitzer Prize, and over time, it has
become the quintessential book about
that crucial battle. Adapted and Directed
by Brian Newell from the novel by
Michael Shaara. The show opens
September 1 and runs through the 24th.

110 E Walnut Ave, Fullerton
Tickets: (714) 526-7070
www.mavericktheater.com

The Killer Angels
AT MAVERICK THEATER

in a word
AT CHANCE THEATRE
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FULLERTON ARTWALK

Friday October 6
6pm to 10pm 

Lots of venues showing art 
all within walking distance of 

each other in Downtown Fullerton
See map at:

fullertonartwalk.com

Chicano Pop Surrealism:
The Art of GERMS @ Fullerton Museum Center

South Korean Artists Reception
September 7th at The Muck

by Jesse La Tour
What do a Dodger hat, the Simpsons,

the Virgin of Guadalupe, Luchadors
(mask-wearing Mexican wrestlers), squids,
amoebas, Emiliano Zapata, and other-
worldly science fiction have in common?
They are all elements of the fantastical,
pop surrealist universe created by LA-
based artist known as GERMS (aka Jaime
Zacarias), whose work is currently on dis-
play in a mind-bending retrospective at
the Fullerton Museum Center.
While the paintings and sculptures of

GERMS seem, at first glance, to come
from another universe, they are actually
steeped in Mexican-American/Chicano
art history. One of GERMS’ mentors was
Gilbert Lujan (aka Magu), a founding
member of the 1970s art collective Los
Four, the first Chicano collaborative to be
exhibited in a major American museum
(The Los Angeles County Museum of
Art). Chicano Art grew out of the
Mexican-American civil rights movement
in the late 1960s and early 1970s.
One common element running

throughout all of GERMS’s work is a
mask-wearing luchador head with squid
tentacles. This character exists in many
identities, representing the many aspects
of GERMS South LA upbringing. In one
painting, the lucha-squid is Mexican
painter Diego Rivera, in another it is the
Virgin of Guadalupe, in another it is a

mustachioed, Dodger-hat wearing
Angelino drinking a Tecate.
Through this humorous/playful charac-

ter, GERMS explores the multiplicity of
Chicano identity, and expands the very
idea of what this identity represents.
Alongside the Mexican-American influ-
ences, one can detect the influence of pio-
neering African American street artist
Jean-Michel Basquiat, the surrealist
dreams of French painter Rene Magritte,
and the comical cartoons of Matt
Groening (creator of The Simpsons).
The exhibit chronicles Zararias’ ever-

evolving career, from childhood drawings
and borrowed works in prominent collec-
tions, to new, never-before-seen works
created especially for this show. Viewers
can see the progression from simpler early
works to ever-increasing complexity in the
most recent ones, such as “Soundi” and
“South El Ley”--which are intricately lay-
ered masterpieces, exploding with colorful
energy and detail.
GERMS is still a relatively young artist,

and it is exciting to imagine what new
directions he will take his art as he
evolves--transcending and pushing genres
into new, strange, and wonderful places.
Open to the public through October

22, 2017. GERMS will be present for
artist-in-residence live painting sessions
every other Saturday. 301 N. Pomona
Ave, Fullerton. (714) 738-6545

“Small But Mighty” Benefit Show 
at Magoski Arts Colony

Saved by Beauty: Photography Exhibit
by Poor and Homeless Women

Celebrate the 30th anniversary of the
Orange County Catholic Worker with
“Saved by Beauty: Photography by the
Ladies of Isaiah,” in this special exhibition
at California Fine Arts Exhibition Gallery
in Santa Ana. The show is free and open
to the public beginning September 2. It
closes September 30.
Sponsored by a generous grant from the

Picerne Family Foundation (via their
Artist Outreach Project), the community
of women at Isaiah House were encour-
aged to document their lives over the
course of the past year. Using disposable
cameras and cellphones, a dozen women
captured the beauty around them in sim-
ple and elegant terms, creating their own
Instagram page (Ladiesofisaiah), and post-
ing over 1000+ photographs.
“We’ve avoided the clichés of homeless-

ness in the photos,” says curator Dave
Barton. “While much of the subject mat-
ter covers the natural world (kittens, trees,
insects, clouds, and beaches), there are

also scenic photos of everyday life in
Ghana and Indonesia, the odd and the
ordinary in Orange County architecture,
street photos, colorful flora and fauna fol-
lowing the recent rainstorms, and mun-
dane everyday items seen afresh.”
All photographs are affordably priced,

with every penny from each sale going to
women artists in need.
The exhibition is located at California

Fine Arts Exhibition Gallery in the
Santora Arts Building, 207 N. Broadway,
Suite P, in Santa Ana, CA.. Following the
opening on September 2, the Gallery will
be open on Fridays from 6pm-9pm and
on Saturdays from 11am-2pm. It will also
be open by appointment by calling 714-
598-7406.
For more information about “Saved by

Beauty: Photography by the Ladies of
Isaiah,” or to request a special walk-
through, please call 714-598-7406, or
send Dave Barton an email at
Rudeguerrilla@Gmail.com.

A dear friend and deep rooted commu-
nity artist named Valerie Lewis is battling
breast cancer. For the past several years,
she has had an art studio in The Magoski
Arts Colony, and has been a regular
exhibitor and curator, winning OC
Weekly’s Best Artist of 2014. 
She also recently started her own art

class business here in Fullerton called Art
Academics. She will be trying to keep it
afloat while she goes through surgeries
and procedures. 
The Magoski Arts Colony and the local

community are trying to help her finan-
cially and emotionally as much as we can
with an art show called “Small But
Mighty” which will open on Friday,
November 3, 2017 and will run through
the end of December.
For the show we are giving out 320 5x5

birch art blocks to artists to create works.
All pieces will be priced at $75 and all

proceeds will go to our friend Valerie. Any
that do not sell within the two art walks
will go into the Colony Market Place with
the proceeds going to Valerie. Mark your
calendars to come support a good cause.
The Magoski Arts Colony is located at

223 W. Santa Fe Fullerton, CA 92832
www.magoskiartscolony.com

An Artists Reception for the
Muckenthaler’s current exhibit of artists,
who are also alumnae from South Korea’s
prestigious 150-year-old Ewha Woman’s
Univeristy, will take place at 6:30pm on
Thursday, September 7 at the Main Gallery. 
Included in the exhibit is the abstract work

of Jung Ran Noh, considered to be one of
the most distiguished alumna; the work of
Kee soon Kim, who has brought the Korean
folk art form Minhwa to Southern
California; the work of graphic design artist
Janet Seo; and the work of representational
artist Goo Woon Choi, including ethereal
dipictions of Korean hillside ghettoes known
as daldognes. All these artists are members of
the Southern California chapter of Ewha and
incorporate practices and traditions from dif-
ferent cultures in their annual exhibit.

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center is
located at 1201 West Malvern Avenue,
Fullerton California 92833.  For more
information, visit www.TheMuck.org



Orangethorpe
Christian
Church

(Disciples of Christ)

Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE

FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor
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Irene Lazar Caldarelli, 92, long-time
Fullerton resident and homemaker, passed
away peacefully August 10 at her resi-
dence in Irvine.  
Born on January 5, 1925 in Elbert,

West Virginia, Irene was the youngest
child of Charles (Lazlo) Lazar, an immi-
grant coal miner from Hungary, and
Marvine Palanchar Lazar, of Hungarian
descent from Pennsylvania. 
Irene met future husband Louis, a US

Army engineer, while employed as a secre-
tary with The Manhattan Project in Oak
Ridge, TN and Los Alamos, NM.  
With her husband and two young

daughters, Irene moved to Fullerton in
1956, where she was a member of St.
Mary's Church, volunteer at the public
schools and Meals-on-Wheels,
secretary/board member at Coral
Industries Inc. in Santa Fe Springs, and an
avid gardener. 
Irene is predeceased by her loving hus-

band of 70 years, Louis Caldarelli of
Fullerton; her parents and sisters Mary
Lazar and Elizabeth Lazar of Tampa, FL;
and brother John Lazar of Middlefield,
OH. 
Irene is survived by daughter Eileen

Caldarelli of Irvine, retired teacher at
Sunkist Elementary School in Anaheim;
daughter Annette Caldarelli Abbott (aka
Annie Calder) of Fullerton and NYC,
songwriter/musician and former executive
at Hunt-Wesson Foods in Fullerton; and
grandchildren Marek Abbott of Fullerton;
Karlin Abbott of Norwalk CT; and Ellany
Abbott of Stamford, CT. Services for Irene
Caldarelli were held in private.  We ask
that donations in Irene's memory be
made to www.alz.org in support of
Altzheimer's and dementia research.

Rest in Peace • We Remember You

Irene Lazar Caldarelli

Kevin  Dale Balmforth
Kevin  Dale Balmforth, 62, passed away

peacefully on August 11, 2017. He was
born to George and Jeness Balmforth on
July 2, 1955 in Idaho Falls, Idaho.  He
was one of nine children, although only
four survived into adulthood.
Kevin had various jobs while in high

school but his favorite one was being an x-
ray technician at the hospital. He discov-
ered the hobby of amateur radio (ham
radio) when he was a teenager and contin-
ued with that hobby his whole life.
Kevin went to college at Brigham Young

University in Provo, Utah.  There he
received a BS and MS in Electrical
Engineering. 
He took time out to serve a full-time

mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (Mormon). He was
called to the Navajo reservation in
Holbrook, Arizona. He learned the lan-
guage and loved the people and retained

the language his entire life.
While Kevin was finishing his

Bachelor’s degree he met the love of his
life. Jacquie came up from California to
Utah to attend BYU in January 1979.
They were married that summer and
stayed in Utah for one more year while
Kevin earned his Master’s from BYU.
Kevin and Jacquie then moved to

Fullerton, California and lived there ever
since. They have five children, three in-
law children, and ten grandchildren.
Kevin attended University of Southern

California (USC) and received his
Engineer Degree which helped him
progress at work. He worked as an engi-
neer for 37 years with a specialty in sonar.
He worked on an unmanned submarine
that was being ocean-tested when he had
to stop working
Kevin loved music and learned to play

piano at a young age.  Classical music was
always dear to his heart but he also
enjoyed jazz and classic rock and lately

Dr. Leadie M. Clark
Former Chancellor of the North

Orange County Community College
District Dr. Leadie M. Clark, 91, died on
June 14.  Family, friends and former col-
leagues are honoring her more than 40-
year dedication to higher education with
memorial donations to the United Negro
College Fund and Clark Atlanta
University.
Dr. Clark served as chancellor in the

1970s and 80s for the college district,
which includes Fullerton and Cypress
Community Colleges, as well as a large
continuing education (adult education)
program. She balanced academic focus for
those students pursuing four-year degrees
with increased attention to vocational
education for those seeking certificates or
associate degrees qualifying them for
employment in less than four years. She
also directed development of a communi-
ty education and performance center on

Yorba Linda property that had been pur-
chased many years earlier when it was
anticipated that the district would need a
third college.
A resident of Fullerton until recent

years, Dr. Clark participated in civic life as
a member of area business boards and
with service on committees such as study-
ing issues of cultural integration during
the period when many immigrants fleeing
violence in Southeast Asia settled in
Orange County. 
Dr. Clark’s career in higher education

began at the age of 20 when, with both
bachelor’s and master’s degrees completed,
she became an English instructor at Clark
College in Georgia, now Clark Atlanta
University. She later taught at A&T
College in North Carolina, where she
took a leave of absence after three years to
enroll in a doctoral program at the
University of Illinois. After earning the
Ph.D., she returned to North Carolina as
an instructor, but soon accepted an

administrative position with the LA
Community College District. She later
became the first president of LA
Southwest College, then assistant superin-
tendent of instruction with the Los Rios
Community College District in
Sacramento. It was after serving as presi-
dent of Penn Valley Community College
in Kansas City, Missouri, that she came to
the North Orange County Community
College District.
She served on the national board of the

Girl Scouts of America and was a found-
ing member of the Pasadena, CA, chapter
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, an organ-
ization for college-educated African
American women. She also served as the
Far West regional director for the sorority,
which awards an annual scholarship in her
honor.
The daughter of a Baptist minister and

a homemaker, she was born October 1,
1925 in Fulton, KY, and was reared in
Cairo and Champaign-Urbana, IL. 

became a convert to country music.
Kevin was a wonderful father who

always had time to listen and play with his
kids and hear about their days. He loved
playing one-on-one basketball against his
sons and taking his girls to the
Daddy/Daughter activities, watching
them play soccer, and just seeing what
strong women they were becoming.
Kevin was the best husband ever. He

treated Jacquie with respect and always
told her he loved her. They were partners
in the best sense of the word.
Kevin’s testimony of Jesus Christ per-

meated his life. His love for the Savior and
wish to follow his example shaped all of
his decisions. Kevin was kind and loving
to everyone. 

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS WELCOME YOU
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• 178,832

• 4,524
• 2,403

• 32,223
• 17,674

• $1.78
Trillion

WAR COSTS in Life & Money

IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

Civilians killed by Violence  www.iraqbodycount.org (9/1/2017)

US Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 9/1/2017) 

US Soldiers killed in Afghanistan (9/1/2017) www.icasualties.org

US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports)   www.icasualties.org
Iraq 3/2003 to present (no updates since 11/2011)
Afghanistan 10/2001 to present (no updates since 9/2012)

Cost of  Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (9/1/2017) 
(rounded down) (Iraq $820 billion) (Afghanistan $782 billion)
Cost of Military Action Against ISIL  $16 billion
Pentagon Slush Fund  $158 billion www.nationalpriorities.org

California leads the nation with 3,972 soldiers wounded and 739 dead in wars since 2001.

EVERY HOUR US taxpayers are paying $8.36 million for costs of war 
since 2001. What Can We Do With this Money Instead?

Rest in Peace • We Remember You

Norma Molendy Hostert,
88, passed away peacefully
on July 21. She was born and
raised in Illinois by parents
Raymond and Nilda, with
older sister Marjorie. She
received a Master’s degree in
education from Barret
College and spent a lifetime
educating children through
the teachings of Maria
Montessori. Her late hus-
band Paul Hostert of over 60
years of marriage met on a
blind date. Their 8 children,
7 grandchildren and one great grand-
child were the light of her life.
Norma was recognized by President

Obama for her volunteer efforts. After
her son Craig was impacted by renal dis-
ease and endured dialysis, Norma
became involved with OneLegacy and
Donate Life to help educate and inspire
the community on the importance of
organ, eye, and tissue donation. This
organization gave her purpose in a posi-
tive cause and friendships she was forev-
er grateful for.
Norma had a great sense of adventure

and shortly after marriage, she and Paul
headed west. Otherwise she was not
much of a traveler until one of her chil-
dren moved to Seattle. She bought a

suitcase and visited the
Pacific Northwest over
the years. Her adven-
tures eventually took her
to Italy and the heritage
she was so proud of.
Norma was preceded

in death by husband
Paul, sister Marjorie,
nephew Ray, golf buddy
Robert, and three sweet
babies she buried after
their short lives, Paula,
Susan, and David.
Norma is survived by

her children Peter, Chris, Craig, Scott,
and Nancy, their spouses and partners
Gale, Michelle, Kathleen, Connie, and
Rick; her grandchildren and their spous-
es Jeff, Kevin, Jenny, Justin, Meghan,
Nicole, Brittany, and Evan; and her
great-granddaughter Izzy. She also leaves
behind a long list of people including
Cynthia, Jeff, Diane, Judy, Christina,
and her partner in adventure and fellow
Golden Girl Sharon.
Services have been held. If you would

like to connect with the Hostert family
send a card to Kathleen Hostert, 761 W.
Kimberly Ave., Placentia CA 92870.
Donations in honor of Norma may be
made to the Donate Life Run/Walk or
to the March of Dimes.

Norma Molendy Hostert

Van Goyne Sr. was born on January 11,
1938 in Collins, Arkansas. After moving to
Orange County he was hired by Fullerton Fire
Department where he served for 31 years
before retiring as Battalion Chief in 1990.
After retiring, Van lived out the rest of his days
with his family in Fullerton. He peacefully
passed away on July 13, 2017 in the loving
presence of his wife of 57 years Ruth, and his
caretaker Salyna Rivera.
At the age of 17 Van enlisted in the US Navy

and was assigned to the crash crew at the
Miramar Naval Air Station, where he became
interested in firefighting as a career. The pro-
fession came naturally to him and after four
years of saving lives in the Navy he was honor-
ably discharged in 1958 and continued in the
reserve until 1963. 
Van and Ruth married in 1961 and wel-

comed two children into this world; Van
Goyne Jr. of Fullerton and Katy Gardner of
Georgia. They had four grandchildren;
Katherine, Kristin, Caleb, and Kanda, and five
great grand-children.
After being hired on as part of Fullerton’s

first aerial ladder truck crew in 1959, Van
quickly moved up the ranks from Engineer in
1967 to Captain in 1968 and then to Battalion
Chief in 1976. He also served as the depart-
ment’s first full-time training officer in 1975. 
A memorial service was held on July 22 at

McAulay & Wallace in Fullerton.

Van Carroll GoynePhyllis Dee Bond: Service September 16
Phyllis Dee Bond, née Long,

died July 16, 2017 from injuries
incurred in an automobile acci-
dent which occurred on June
18, 2016 and claimed the life of
her husband of 38 years, Harold
C. (Jerry) Bond. 
Phyllis was born in Fullerton

the daughter of Wilmer and
Delma Long. She attended
Fullerton High School and
received her BS Elementary
Teaching degree from San Jose
State University where she was a
member of Delta Phi Upsilon sorority. 
While married to her first husband,

James Johnson, she taught third grade in
Missouri. After returning to Fullerton she
taught third grade and kindergarten at
Golden Hill Elementary School. 
Phyllis was an accomplished pianist and

sang in the choir at the First Presbyterian

Church of Fullerton for
many years. She was also
active and supportive in a
variety of community organ-
izations including Damas de
Caridad, F.I.S.H., Pathways
of Hope, St. Jude Hospital,
The Girl’s Club, Friends of
Jazz, Doctors Without
Borders, and CHOC to
name a few.
The Bonds traveled

throughout the United
States with the Beaver

Ambassador Club to attend rallies and
Dixieland Jazz festivals as well as exploring
the world with their children and grandchil-
dren, who treasure those memories.
Services will take place on September 16 at

1pm at First Presbyterian Church, on N.
Euclid in Fullerton. Internment will follow
at Loma Vista Memorial Park.

“This is the greatest job in the
world. It has allowed me to serve
my community, provided me with
a good income for my family, and
given me the privilege of working
with some of the greatest people in
the world.” -Van Goyne Sr.

Former Republican State Assemblyman 
& Senator Ross Johnson Passes Away

With the passing of Ross Johnson, our
region has lost a profoundly important
visionary. 
Ross did not shy away from environmen-

tal issues. He worked to remedy the toxic
McColl dump site in Fullerton. He worked
to garner funding for Upper Newport Bay
and he worked to establish Chino Hills
State Park. He made it safe for other
Republicans, if they chose, to protect the
environment.
Elected in 1978 to the State Assembly, he

quickly made it known that he was interest-
ed in helping to establish a State Park in the
hills above Yorba Linda and east of Brea.
He believed we needed to set aside some of
the land. He said, “It is what civilized soci-
eties do.”
From the earliest days of the first strategic

acquisitions of land through the ground
breaking acquisition of Coal Canyon in
2001, he carried the ball in the Legislature
in establishing Chino Hills State Park. Ross
once said, “You can work miracles in
Sacramento if you don’t care who gets the
credit.” And he did just that. Today, the
14,107-acre Chino Hills State Park lies at

the juncture of three of California’s most
populous counties. Much of this is because
of the tenacity, effectiveness, and faithful-
ness of Ross Johnson.
As a Republican, he worked across party

lines to garner funding for the State Park.
As an elected representative, he worked
with Hills for Everyone volunteers to figure
out which willing seller should be lined up
next. There have been 34 acquisitions over
36 years, making it the most complicated
set of acquisitions in state park history. Ross
worked to get more funding to establish
this wonderful resource for all of
California. The job is not done; the eastern
ridgeline in the City of Chino Hills remains
vulnerable to development.
Hills for Everyone Executive Director

Claire Schlotterbeck remarked, “There
would be no park without Ross. He was
faithful in every way - at every moment.
Whenever we needed him, he was there.
When you look at the hills please say a
prayer for his family and send aloft a prayer
of gratitude that this very special human
being came our way and secured this gift of
beauty and respite.”
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BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5       www.michellegottlieb.com

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT Individual, Couple  & Family Therapy

Wise words. So wise that many cul-
tures and religions have all claimed
them. But stop for a minute and think
about them. Whatever you are feeling,
experiencing, living right now is tempo-
rary. You will not always feel this way.
Good, bad or indifferent; all temporary.
As you stop to contemplate those

words, let the impact sink in. If you are
in a bad situation right now, it is tempo-
rary. It will change. Life is always chang-
ing. Our bodies, the weather, everything
is constantly changing. 
So, cry if you need to. Let your feel-

This Too Shall Pass ings out. And then know that whatever
is provoking those feelings will move
on. And so should you.
If things are good, then grab hold and

be in the moment. Stop and totally
appreciate what you are seeing, feeling,
experiencing. This too will change. 
Nothing lasts forever, so be mindful

and be in the moment. Allow yourself
to feel the love and joy. 
Wherever your life is at the moment,

stop to see the beauty around you. See
the sunsets, smell the flowers, watch the
birds. Take it all in. It will be gone
before you know it. But always, always
enjoy the journey.

A Plant for the Heat
by Penny Hlavac

The extremely showy orange-and-yellow-flowered Caesalpinia pulcherrima
loves heat. It has several common names: Pride of Barbados, Dwarf Poinciana,
Red Bird of Paradise, Mexican Bird of Paradise and there may be more. It can
grow to more than 6-feet high but the size can be kept under control by cut-
ting it way back after its summer bloom. Give it a sunny location and water to
get it established; eventually it will need no supplemental water at all. 

Caesalpinia pulcherrima

Recently, our local state Senator Josh
Newman has been the target of a controver-
sial recall campaign due to his vote for
Senate Bill 1, the so-called “Gas Tax.”
Additionally, the Fullerton city council
(except Councilmember Jesus Silva) has offi-
cially opposed Newman’s Senate Bill 714,
which authorizes millions of dollars for
acquisition of Coyote Hills. We sat down
with Newman at his office in Brea to discuss
these issues.
Observer: I’m curious about the

changing demographics of your district.
Where we both live, in Fullerton (Orange
County), there’s this idea that this is
Republican territory.  But that’s
not really true any more, is it?
For example, in the last election,
more Fullertonians voted
Democrat than Republican. I
think that was a first.
Josh Newman: In terms of

partisan representation, the dis-
trict is not Republican. It’s actu-
ally 36 percent Democrat, 34
percent Republican, and about
24 percent no party preference.
O: I would like to ask you

about your vote for Senate Bill 1
(the so-called “Gas Tax”), and
the recall campaign that fol-
lowed. What do you think is animating
the recall campaign?
JN: When I voted for the tax, SB-1

(The Road Repair and Accountability
Act), which includes very mild tax
increases, the Republican party was like,
“This is awesome! We can use this as the
basis to go steal ‘our’ seat back.” That was
their thinking. So, it’s clearly not about
the tax per se, because 27 out of 40 peo-
ple in the State Senate voted for it, 54
State Assembly members voted for it. So,
if the tax were the issue, there would be
more than one guy getting recalled in all
of California. It was the tax as a pretext to
try and instigate a special election, under
different circumstances, under false pre-
tenses, so that they could get a more
favorable outcome, and to change the
composition of the legislature. They want
to break the Democratic supermajority.
O: So, you think the recall is not really

about you personally, but about changing
the makeup of the State Senate?
JN: It’s a ruse. To say that I was the

deciding vote is BS, frankly. I was one of
27 who voted for this. If you listen to talk
radio, it sounds like I have so much
power, I raised everybody’s taxes. That just
fed into the Republican plan to raise
money from all over the state, and they

took that money. And very little of that
money is actually from this district, and
then they paid these people who make
their living by collecting signatures, and
they get paid on a bounty basis, between
3 and 10 dollars a signature…and they set
up in all the shopping centers and said to
people not ‘Recall Josh Newman’ but
‘Repeal the Gas Tax’ and it wasn’t that.
O: You filed a lawsuit against the recall

campaign alleging that they misled voters
into thinking that, by signing the peti-
tion, it would repeal the “Gas Tax” when
in fact it would just recall you. Would
signing the petition actually repeal the

“Gax Tax”?
JN: No. The recall does

not repeal the gas tax.
They spent about
$800,000, mostly from
out of the district, to hire
these professional signa-
ture-gatherers who then
deliberately misled voters
as to what they were sign-
ing, which is illegal.
Under California elec-
tions law, it is explicitly
illegal to intentionally
mislead a voter as to the
nature of a petition. And

yet they did it, and they collected about
100,000 signatures under that pretense,
and they’ve submitted that. Our response
was that the methodology was misleading.
What we have is well-documented, not
just by us. We’ve had literally thousands of
people come back and say, “I thought I
signed a petition to repeal the gas tax, and
in fact I was tricked into signing this recall
petition.” 
And what makes people really angry is

when they find out it costs us money. The
proponents aren’t going to pay for the cost
of a recall election. It costs the voters of
this district around 3 million dollars if we
have a special election. And that is in the
service of what? I’ve not been accused of
some act of malfeasance, or some immoral
behavior. I haven’t betrayed the public
trust. I just voted with 80 other people for
a policy that I thought that, although
imperfect, on its merits, was the best that
we had to offer, and it is actually necessary
to fix California’s roads.
O: Do you think the recall, and the spe-

cial election, will happen? Or will your
lawsuit prevent it?
JN: I’m an idealist, so I think that if a

court looks both at the law on the one
hand, and at the behavior of the propo-
nents on the other, I have every reason to

believe that a court should take issue with
this whole process. Now, there are a whole
bunch of other people that I’ve met since
I got involved in politics who seem very
used to a certain type of status quo, you
know—this is how the game is played.
People are weirdly inured to a level of
untruth that I think most average people
would find really striking. I don’t have a
say other than I think if there is some-
thing called justice, of course they would
throw it out. You can take issue with the
policy, but when you really look at what’s
going on, it’s pretty clear that this is a pre-
text in the service of a very cynical kind of
politics. So, if a court doesn’t see through
that, what does that say about our demo-
cratic process? It’s kind of scary.
O: I have a question about another issue

that pertains to our hometown of
Fullerton, which is Coyote Hills. You
recently proposed a bill, Senate Bill 714,
which aims to provide state funding for
acquisition of Coyote Hills. What made
you decide you to get involved with that
issue?
JN: The context here, for me, is, having

gotten elected, living in Fullerton, and
having lived through Measure W. I
remember very clearly what the intent of
Measure W was, and I remember equally
clearly what the result of Measure W was.
The result of Measure W was a resound-
ing expression by the citizens of Fullerton
that they did not want the city to entitle
that land for housing development. That
was super clear. Now, that was disregarded
on what I would consider a technicality,
and it’s now under appeal. 
I give the Friends of Coyote Hills a lot

of credit for pursuing this, because it’s
similar to other [open space struggles] like
Banning Ranch. It’s very clear that the
intent of this measure, irrespective of the
technical aspects, was to preserve this land
as open space, and certainly not for the
city to enable its development. I want to

make good on what the people of
Fullerton wanted. As a member of the
State Senate, working with Sharon Quirk-
Silva, my goal was simply to see if I could
enable an outcome that’s as close to ideal
as possible. So we have a bill, SB-714,
which would create a Conservancy on the
land.
O: Did the bill pass?
JN: It’s moved out of committee and is

actually waiting to go to the senate floor;
then it will move over to the assembly. 
O: I was reading that there is $15 mil-

lion under your bill that would go toward
acquisition. I asked Fullerton city council
at a recent meeting, “What’s the total
price of the land?” and they said $144
million.
JN: That’s not necessarily true. If you

use the landowner’s asserted value of one
parcel and extrapolate it out to the whole
property, you wind up with that number.
But I’m not sure that’s a fair value of the
land, particularly given the intent of
Measure W, and some of the prior uses of
the land. There are significant questions
about toxicity and about remnants that
would create danger for people to live on
an old oil field where all the wells weren’t
necessarily properly capped, where they
had used old sludge as weed abatement.
Those things have to be considered. Just
as importantly, this is a natural habitat
that is a critical habitat for 350 species
including the California gnatcatcher and
coastal sage scrub. You have to factor that
in, so I’m not sure that we would necessar-
ily agree with that assessed value. 
The goal here is not for me to decide,

but to find a better basis to negotiate with
the property owner given the policy con-
siderations and environmental considera-
tions to get to a value that’s amenable but
that achieves the goal of preserving the
last big parcel of open space in that part of
Orange County. Because once it’s gone,
we’ll never see a parcel that large again.

AN INTERVIEW WITH STATE
SENATOR JOSH NEWMAN

The proponents
aren’t going to
pay for a recall
election... 

but it will cost
the voters 

of this district
around 

$3 million. 

According to the
Sunset Western
Garden Book seeds
and pods are poison-
ous if eaten.
Butterflies and hum-
mingbirds love it.  It
can be seen next to
the Fullerton
Library. The name
“Pride of Barbados”
refers to its possible
Caribbean origins.
“Dwarf Poinciana”
refers to its resem-
blance to a tree in
the same family, the
Royal Poinciana
(Delonix regia). The
common names
“Mexican Bird of
Paradise” and “Red
Bird of Paradise” are
confusing because
there is an unrelated
South African plant
called Bird of
Paradise (Strelitzia
reginae) with orange
flowers which look
like birds’ heads. 
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The Fullerton Observer provides space
for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To partic-
ipate you must have a local phone num-
ber. Contractors must provide valid
license. Editor reserves right to reject any
ad not considered suitable for our family
newspaper. 
Sorry, we do not accept date ads, get

rich schemes or financial ads of any sort.
Call 714-525-6402 for details. 
The cost of a classified is $10 for 50

words or less per issue. Payment is by
check only. 
Items and services that are free and lost

and found items and lost pet listings are

printed for free as space allows. 
The Observer assumes no liability for

ads placed here. However, if you have a
complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at (714) 525-6402.  
Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to

inquire about business licenses. 
For contractor license verification go to

the California State Contractor License
Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov. Once
there click on the red link on the left of
the page which will take you to a screen
where you can enter the name, contractor
number, or business to make sure they are
legit.       Thank You!

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS 
Call 714-525-6402

BEAUTY & HEALTH

AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE
To buy Amway, Artistry, 
or Nutrilite products 

please call Jean (714) 349-4486.

CLASSIFIEDS. CROSSWORD & NEWS

ANSWER KEY
At left is the answer

key to the crossword
“A IS FOR APPLE” on
page 7. 

Fullerton-born resident
Valerie Brickey 
has been 

constructing puzzles 
for numerous years. 
She has agreed to keep
us entertained with
more in the future! CITY JOB OPENINGS

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then “City
Employment.” Apply online by clicking
on the “Apply” link or visit Fullerton City
Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
•Battalion Chief Fullerton Fire Dept.

Full Time, $111,518-$142,329/annual is
(The City of Brea salary is $113,373-
$145,146. Note: Upon termination of
Shared Command Staff, the City of
Fullerton salary reverts to $104,712-
$127,278/annually)
•Building Inspector I/II Full Time,

$4,579 - $6,248/monthly. First applica-
tions review is Mon, Sept. 11.
•Director of Community

Development Full Time, $129,169-
$183,753/annual.
•Director of Administrative Services

Full Time, $122,599-$183,899/annual.

HANDYMAN

LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Patios, Windows, Doors,
Gates, Fences, Dry rot, Electrical, New,
Repairs, Special Projects. CSLB #744432.
Free Estimates (714) 738-8189.

WANT TO BUY

ENGINEERING & TECH BOOKS
Older Engineering and technical books

wanted. Engineering, physics, mathemat-
ics, electronics, aeronautics, welding,
woodworking, HVAC, metalworking,
and other types of technical books pur-
chased. Large Collections (25+ books)
preferred. Please call Deborah (714) 528-
8297

JOBS  (updated Sept 2, 2017)
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United We Dream
https:actionnetwork.org
/forms/immigrants-

are-heretostay

FOR SALE
BEACH CRUISER

Beach Cruiser, pale yellow with 24”
tires for sale. $45. 714-525-8431

ESTATE ITEMS
Cash paid for antique, vintage and dec-

orative estate items; furniture, art, silver,
costume jewelry, glass, china, trunks &
luggage, vanity items, etc. For appoint-
ment call 714-353-7271 or leave message
for Joseph for call back.

TUTORING
AFFORDABLE TUTORING

High school honor roll student with
tutoring experience available to tutor
kindergarten to 9th grade students.
Affordable rates and flexible scheduling
offered. Call or text 657-500-1036.RUMMAGE SALE

RUMMAGE SALE
The Congregational Church of

Fullerton at 845 N. Euclid Street in
Fullerton will hold a rummage sale from
7am to 1pm on Saturday, Sept. 16.

Math Tutoring

Experienced, CA Credentialed

teacher for Jr. High, High

School. First session is evalua-

tion and introduction - no

charge. References available.

714.992.0961

A memorial to Orange County
Agricultural Workers was unveiled at the
Orange County Fairgrounds at a ceremo-
ny held August 25.  The monument is
open to the public and not to be missed.
It is located adjacent to the Hall of Heroes
and the Centennial Farm.
Entitled "Table of Dignity" the plaque

stated, "This monument honors those
who toiled in the fields, helping Orange
County to grow into one of America's
most abundant and prosperous munici-
palities. These agricultural workers used
their minds, bodies and spirits to feed a
growing nation while fighting for fair
treatment. We celebrate their hard work,
sacrifices and numerous contributions to
the economy and culture of California.
The strength and perseverance of OC's
agricultural workers will not be forgotten,
but will live on as visitors pause and reflect
at this Table of Dignity."
Around a hundred people attended the

Mary Cappelini, her mom Jean Forbath, speaker Lucy Boutte, and Suzanne Darweesh at
the dedication of the memorial. PHOTO BILL STEINER

Economic & Cultural Contributions of
Farmworkers Honored at OC Fairgrounds

ceremony including many dignitaries and
elected officials. Betty Yee, California
State Controller, spoke with passion as did
AG Kawamura, former California
Secretary of Agriculture and Lucy Boutte
representing the National Farm Worker
Ministry and the United Farm Workers.
Ashleigh Aitken, the keynote speaker, was
also the moving spirit behind this monu-
ment and she addressed the crowd with
insight into the difficult lives of farm
workers. 
The OC Interfaith Committee to Aid

Farm Workers, founded by Nat and Ralph
Kennedy, was also well-represented and
acknowledged as the oldest support group
for farm workers in the nation. It will
hold its next event September 24 at 5pm
at the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange.
Peter O'Driscoll, head of the Equitable
Food Initiative, will be the keynote speak-
er. For more information contact sdar-
weesh@aol.com.

•Police Captain Full Time, $11,675-
$14,192/monthly. Manages & evaluates 
staff, budget & technical resources.
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker.
Part time, no benefits.$10.50-$12/hr
•Community Services Specialist 
$11.25-$12/hr. No-benefits.
•Community Services Leader 
$10.50-$11/hr. No-benefits.
•Police Dispatcher. Part time, no 
benefits) $23-$30.52/hr. Must be 
POST certified.
•Police Officer Lateral/Academy 
Trained. $5,868-$7,489/monthly. 
Performs sworn police duties in 
prevention of crime & enforcement
of law and order.
•Police Cadet. (no benefits, part time)
$11.50/hr. A non-sworn, position with 
exposure and training in all divisions 
under direct supervision.
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by Sinh Dang
Over 80 young, old, and middle-aged

residents gathered at the corner of
Imperial Highway and Brea Blvd. on
August 15 at 11am to demonstrate their
support for the Dream Act with a path to
citizenship and to celebrate the 5th
anniversary of DACA.  This event was
hosted by the Korean Resource Center
with the support of other local groups. 
The joyful marchers heading to Rep. Ed

Royce’s office to present a petition
received lots of supporting messages from
downtown shoppers and honks of support
from drivers along the way.
The DACA (Deferred Action for

Childhood Arrivals) program was enacted
by an Executive Order under President
Obama to help those brought to the US
illegally by their parents when they were
very young. Those enrolled in DACA
grew up and attended school here, and
consider the US their country despite hav-
ing no legal papers. 
Before DACA these undocumented

youth were in limbo, unable to legally
work - even after graduating with college

degrees. With courage and strong desire
for a better future, 800,000 undocument-
ed youths came out of the shadows to fill
out DACA applications.  Under DACA
these young people were allowed a work
permit and protected from deportation. 
President Trump has recently indicated

he wants to end DACA protections so the
future for these young people is once
again uncertain.  Supporters say lawmak-
ers need to get involved and enact laws to
give this group permanent protection. 
A moment of silence to honor the vic-

tims of the recent racist white-nationalist
rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, which
killed one and injured 20 was disrupted
by four men in Trump gear with bull-
horns and sirens shouting slogans in an
unsuccessful attempt to drown out the
DACA speakers - who showed great
restraint by ignoring them.
Several DACA recipients told their sto-

ries of coming to the US. One speaker
couldn’t hold back tears as she shared the
story of how her parents risked their lives
to come to the US so their kids could have
a better future.  

DACA Students & Families 
Petition for a Path to Citizenship

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency is conducting the fourth Five-Year
Review of the cleanup of the McColl
Superfund Site in Fullerton. The review is
being conducted to determine the effec-
tiveness of the multi-layered cap and
whether it is adequately protecting human
health and the environment. The cap is
designed to capture vapors and prevent
water from infiltrating the soil and waste
beneath it. A portion of the Coyote Hills
Golf Course was built over the cap.
The 22-acre McColl Superfund Site

area was used as a petroleum refinery
waste disposal dump from 1942 to 1946
by several area oil companies including
Chevron, which fought for years unsuc-
cessfully in court to avoid funding the
cleanup.
The site was discovered after surround-

ing homeowners complained of bad sul-
fur-like odors coming from the area and
suffered related illnesses. At that time, city
officials ignored the complaints so citizens
took their concerns to area assembly and
senate members Republican Ross Johnson
and Democrat Tom Hayden, who got the
US EPA involved. 
After testing the site, the 12 toxic

dumpsites were found. The principal con-
taminants of concern in the air, ground-
water and soil on the site are Thiophene
compounds, sulfur dioxide, and various
volatile organic compounds including
benzene.
Due to the high expense, oil companies

successfully lobbied against the cleanup
method preferred by many local citizens
of digging out and removing the toxic
soil. As a result, an alternative solution of
constructing a multi-layer cap over the
waste disposal areas and a below ground

soil/bentonite slurry wall around the
waste was agreed to and installed in 1996.
A treatment system captures and treats
gases generated beneath the cap, and reg-
ular sampling of the groundwater moni-
tors off-site migration of the contami-
nants.
However, when a previous Five-Year

Review found that a triggering contami-
nant had migrated off site at higher than
originally agreed upon levels, a revision
was made to allow a higher triggering level
for that contaminant.
Anyone with questions is invited to

contact Rusty Bishop-Harris, Remedial
Project Manager at (415)972-3140 or by
email to harris-bishop.rusty@epa.gov.
More information and documents

including the past Five-Year Reviews are
available at the Fullerton Public Library
Local History Room, 353 W.
Commonwealth, Fullerton.
The most recent Five Year Review

Report will be completed by September
30, 2017, and will also be available online
at the EPA website: www.epa.gov.super-
fund/mccoll.

McColl Superfund Site 5-Year
Review Results Expected Sept 30


