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CSUF Honors African American Civic Engagement: Stan Breckenridge, James H. Shelby, Mark Saunders, Edgar Clark, Bobby McDonald,
Gregory Bunch, Freddie Maxie, Jacques Bordeaux, Valerie Bordeaux, Leonard Guinn, Carver Cossey and Jubilant Sykes were recognized for their civic contributions. See page 15 for
details on the African American Civic Engagement exhibit honoring contributions of CSUF alumni and the famous Buffalo Soldiers a century earlier. PHOTO BY KAYLA SMITH
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At the October 17th City Council
meeting, city staff gave a report on
Fullerton’s budget for the next fiscal year
(2017/2018). Here is the breakdown
(rounded to the nearest million):
•Total Budget: $191 million
•Salaries and Benefits: $88
•Maintenance and Operations: $76
•Capital Outlay (equipment): $2
•Capital Improvement: $26 million
(includes repair/infrastructure):
The city is facing a projected structural deficit of $4 million annually for each
of the next five years, largely due to
increases in PERS (employee benefits
through the state).
Through fee increases of $200,000
and departmental cuts of $800,000, the
city is expected to recover $1 million of
that deficit. A recent sale of the cityowned Meridian property for $3.2 million will also provide temporary relief.
Other ideas in the works to deal with
the budget shortfall include renegotiating city employee health benefits, executive compensation, as well as the city
contract with CARE ambulance.

At a budget “study session” earlier this
year, council brainstormed still more
strategies for dealing with the deficit.
Some of these included:
•Sale of city properties
•Renegotiate property lease
agreements (such as the Hunt
Branch Library)
•Paid parking downtown
•Increase animal control licensing fees
•Creating a Downtown Business
Improvement District (to pay for extra
enforcement and clean-up downtown)
•Consider shared services with other
cities
•Using more solar power
•Lobbying with the state Legislature
for PERS reform
Councilmember Sebourn said: “It
looks like we’re headed to a fiscal cliff
and we need to see a strong response.”
He asked staff if the city is considering
layoffs. Staff responded that the city is
not currently considering layoffs. We
have a lot of vacant positions, and these
may be kept unfilled until the budget
issues are resolved.
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City Dealing with a Deficit

Fullerton City Council will hold a public hearing on an ordinance prohibiting
the adult recreational sale and use of
cannabis (marijuana) citywide at 6:30pm
on Tuesday, Nov. 7th at City Hall.
In November of 2016, California voters
passed Prop 64, which allows for recreational use of marijuana statewide.
Fullerton must now decide how to craft
a local ordinance that complies with state
law. Without a zoning ordinance,
cannabis businesses could locate anywhere
in Fullerton - and if denied - could then
sue the city.
On October 25 the Planning
Commission voted 4-3 to not prohibit
marijuana businesses citywide - but to

consider zoning requirements. Staff
recommended the decision because of
the finding that cannabis may benefit
the community, if regulated.
The only public commentor on the
issue, a medical worker, said marijuana
is beneficial to those suffering from
various chronic conditions.

Grand Inn Appeal
The
Fullerton
Planning
Commission will hear an appeal of the
finding of Public Nuisance against the
Grand Inn, (located at 1000 S.
Euclid), at 7pm, Wed., November 8 at
City Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth.

30th Annual Veteran’s
Day Parade & Ceremony
November 11
Gregory T. Hinton, Chief Executive
Officer of the 79th Sustainment Support
Command in Los Alamitos, will be the patriotic speaker at Fullerton’s 30th Annual
Veterans Day parade and ceremony Saturday,
November 11.
Because Hillcrest
Park is being renovated, this year’s
route and ceremony location has
been changed. As
usual the parade
begins at 10:30am
at the Downtown
Plaza, located on E.
Commander
Wilshire Ave., adjaGregory
T. Hinton
cent
to
the
Fullerton Museum
Center (participants are asked to arrive at
10am). From there the parade will go north
on Harbor Blvd., turn right on Chapman
Ave. and end at the Fullerton College Quad,
located at 321 E. Chapman.
Once at Fullerton College Quad, a ceremony will be held at 11am. The ceremony
will include patriotic solos by Kristen
Romero, a gun salute by the Fullerton Police
Department and the playing of “Taps.” All
veterans are welcome to join in the parade,
which will also feature JROTC units from
Fullerton high schools and the Troy High
School Marching Band and Navy JROTC
unit will carry flags representing all 50 U.S.
states.
Free parking available in the Fullerton
College parking structure on Lemon across
from the Fullerton High stadium. Pets will
not be permitted for safety reasons.
The event is hosted by Fullerton American
Legion Post 142, Fullerton Emblem Club
469, the City of Fullerton and Fullerton
College, Questions? Call (714) 871-2412
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends in 1978, is
staffed by local citizen volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout
our community.
This venture is a not-for-profit one with all
ad and subscription revenues plowed back into
maintaining and improving our independent,
non-partisan, non-sectarian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton residents
about the institutions and other societal forces
which most impact their lives, so that they may
be empowered to participate in constructive
ways to keep and make these private and public
entities serve all residents in lawful, open, just,
and socially-responsible ways.
Through our extensive local calendar and
other coverage, we seek to promote a sense of
community and an appreciation for the values
of diversity with which our country is so
uniquely blessed.

SUBMISSIONS:

Submissions on any topic of interest are
accepted from Fullerton residents and we
try hard to get it all in. Sorry we sometimes fail. Shorter pieces have a better
chance. Email to observernews@earthlink.net or mail to:
FULLERTON OBSERVER
PO BOX 7051
FULLERTON, CA 92834-7051

____________________________

How To Subscribe
Subscriptions are due each October
$25/Fullerton • $35/Out of Town
Send Check with Name & Address to:
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________
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Call 714-525-6402,
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observernews@earthlink.net
________________________________
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& on FaceBook

• STAFF•
• Co-Editors: Sharon Kennedy & Jesse La Tour
• Database Manager: Jane Buck
• Advisor: Tracy Wood
• Copy Editors:
Gennifer Gatan & Beth Dieckhoff
• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,
Marjorie Kerr, Manny Bass, Leslie Allen
& Victor Cortes
Photography: Jere Greene
• Webmaster: Cathy Yang

• FEATURES & COLUMNISTS
• CITY ISSUES: Jane Rands
• COUNCIL REPORT: Jesse La Tour
•CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey
• DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto
•GARDENING: Penny Hlavac
•FULLERTON HISTORY: Jesse La Tour & Terry Galvin
• MOVIE REVIEW HITS & MISSES: Joyce Mason
•YOUNG REPORTERS:
Francine Vudoti, C.C. Lee, Agnes Lee,
Annie Choi, Seoyun Choi & Ceili Tuttle
•POLITICAL COMMENTARY:
VINCE BUCK & Jonathan Dobrer
•PASSION FOR JUSTICE: Synthia Tran
•ROVING REPORTERS: Jere Greene, Sinh Dang,
and other Community Members
• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:
Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno
•SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko & Frances Mathews
•SPORTS: Michael Foo & Community Members
• THEATRE REVIEWS: Angela Hatcher
• TRAVEL: Ravi Perra
•VIDEO OBSERVER: Emerson Little

Created & Published in Fullerton
by local citizen volunteers for 39 years
Fullerton Observer LLC

The Mid November issue will
hit the stands on November 13
SUBMISSION & AD
DEADLINE: November 6,, 2017

COMMUNITY OPINIONS

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2017

Congress Gives Up But We Mustn’t
There is an old saying that “War is too something bad happens here and they get
important to be left to the generals.” I’m blamed, or something bad happens there
pretty sure that today war is too impor- and they get blamed. They want the clean
tant to be left to the president. This is hands of ignorance and plausible deniabilwhy, in our Constitution (that we honor ity. Denied!
If I knew we have troops in Niger, they
by referring to it lovingly but not actually
reading), war powers are assigned to the should also have known. And just in case
they don’t know it, we also have troops,
congress.
They are not doing their job and haven’t boots on the ground and drones in the air,
done their job since World War II. In the in Mauritania, Mali, Chad, the Sudan and
ensuing over 70 years we have fought in Somalia. We have regular soldiers, Special
Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iraq and Forces, Air Force officers and contractors.
We are advising, training,
Syria—not to mention invadconsulting, fighting, killing
ing Grenada and putting boots
on the ground in Panama, Congress passed and dying.
My sources on this are not
Somalia and Nicaragua. We
a use of force secret but open. So, if I
have bombed Syria, Libya, the
know, so should they. They
former Yugoslavia and fired
resolution
should also know why were
missiles from land, sea and
after 911.
are there, what we are doing
drones throughout the Middle
It is a carte
and if we have goals or a
East and Africa.
Whether or not these were
blanche to do realistic possibility of success.
smart, good or effective poliwhatever the
I do know why we are
cies and actions (and in my
view, most weren’t), they were president orders. there. But I don’t know if
we can help, if we are a part
acts of war. Congress passed a
use of force resolution after Does this seem of the problem or the solulike a good
tion. In all fairness, there
911 that was without limits in
either geography or time. It is idea—with this may not be a solution.
We are there because it is
a carte blanche to do whatever
or really any
a region of chaos. We know
the president orders. Does this
seem like a good idea—with other president? that North Africa is beset
with
problems,
from
this or really any other presiMorocco
to
Algeria,
dent?
through Tunisia to Libya
So, now we learn that four
of our soldiers were killed in Niger, and and Egypt. We know that various Islamist
we are shocked. Shocked! Congress— radical groups are recruiting and training
both House and Senate–demand to be fighters throughout North Africa. We
briefed. They want to know why we are in know that they sometimes seek protection
Africa and what we are doing there. by going south into the Sahara and the
Losing men in Niger came as a surprise to wild border between North and Subthem. Why? Because they have not been Saharan Africa.
That strip, running from the Atlantic to
doing due diligence. They have, in a cowardly manner, ceded war powers to the the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean, is
Executive branch. They have not wanted the Wild West of Africa. We know that,
to restrict presidential authority, in case from Baku Haram, to Al Shabab, from

Sweet Notes from Subscribers
Thanks to all who have already resubscribed to continue having the paper sent
to your home - and to all the new subscribers! If you forgot - there is still time
since we are slow at taking names off our
mailing list. We really appreciate the
quick response and also love the little
notes sent in. Too many to print them all
but see some examples below.
Thank You for enjoying the paper!
The Observer Crew
•Thanks for great newspaper reporting.
I enjoy and look forward to every edition.
•The classiest newspaper year after year.
Thank you!
•Once again I thank you for being here
for us and playing a crucial part in our
democracy, letting us know what’s going
on outside of the official version locally
with a smidgeon of the larger picture.
Thanks also for the news of groups and
events happening all around town.
Mindful of the recent media-bashing, we
are very privileged to have you. We recently watched PBS’ superb Vietnam War
documentary. It was reporters with questions who helped us release from that
tragic war. Keep up the Free Press!
•Resubscribing- wonderful paper!
•Thanks & keep up the great work!
•Here’s my renewal check. Sign me up
for another year. By the way, I particularly enjoy Emerson Little’s video column. I
think he does a great job!

•The payment enclosed is for my negligence in renewing earlier. Thank you for
excellent local coverage. Don’t know what
this city would do without you!
•I just set up the subscription renewal at
double the rate (to cover any guests and
ghosts at my place) through my bank’s bill
pay service. However, Please only deliver
one to my residence. Namaste, happy
trails, Hi Ho Silver Away!, Tallyho,
mitakuye oyasin, cheers, and have fun.
•Thank you - I enjoy every issue.
•Love it and Read it!
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Ansar al Islamea and ISIS in the Sahel, the
region is besieged with terrorists trying to
destabilize what little stability exists in the
beleaguered nations of the area.
We know that the region is unstable
because of tribal issues, ethnic conflicts,
corrupt governments and religious strife.
It is the perfect Petrie dish of violent discontent. Add to this already toxic brew,
criminals running arms to and from the
various insurgencies and human trafficking, and we have a set of challenges that
defy easy answers or respond to simple
military training, advising, patrolling or
bombing.
So, do we know what we are doing? No.
Do we understand the religious conflicts—just among the Muslims? No. Are
we sensitive to the chronic, now acute,
conflicts between even non-militant
Muslims and Christian groups (who can
also be violent)? No. Have we the slightest
sense of the tribal conflicts or even know
what the Tuareg’s grievances are? Of
course not. Are our actions likely to bring
stability to the region? No. Would we care
about Mali if it were not for their
Uranium? I don’t know. The weight of our
ignorance, both natural and studied, is
remarkable.
Most of Congress could not find these
countries on a map. Most of our Congress
is more interested in face time on TV, raising money for reelection and making the
other side look bad. It doesn’t take much,
in my view, to make both sides look bad.
Should we just go away? I don’t know.
What I do know is that there are terrible
and complex challenges in that region,
and we are badly served by being badly
informed. Our media are not much
involved. Sex sells, but suffering in SubSaharan Africa does not.
There are no obvious or easy solutions.
However, ignorance is a great impediment
to reason, and lack of reason seldom leads
to any kind of improvement in the situation. People are dying. We are involved.
We should be interested.
JonDobrer@mac.com
www.Dobrer.com
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer
•Keep up the good work. Best in
Orange County!
•My check to the Observer got stuck
with another - but it was returned. Here it
is again.
•Sorry my payment is a bit late. We
were out of town. Thank you for your
services to the community.
•Thanks for your commitment to
ensure the Fullerton Observer continues to
arrive at my mail box.
•So grateful you and your team continue. Our voices must be heard now more
than ever.
•The Observer is the most helpful
source I have found for local info.

WAR COSTS in Life & Money
California leads the nation with 3,972 soldiers wounded and 739 dead in wars since 2001.

IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

• 179,402 Civilians killed by Violence

www.iraqbodycount.org (10/27/2017)

• 4,526
• 2,403

US Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 10/13/2017)
US Soldiers killed in Afghanistan (9/1/2017) www.icasualties.org

• 32,223
• 17,674

US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports) www.icasualties.org
Iraq 3/2003 to present (no updates since 11/2011)
Afghanistan 10/2001 to present (no updates since 9/2012)

• $1.79
Trillion

Cost of Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (10/27/2017)
(rounded down) (Iraq $820 billion) (Afghanistan $787 billion)

EVERY HOUR US taxpayers are paying $4 million for cost of war in
Afghanistan; $117,035 for cost of war in Iraq; and over $8 million per hour
for total costs of war. What Can We Do With this Money Instead?
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Stadium: Fullerton College Response
In early 2018, Fullerton College will host a community scoping meeting to inform the public and
agencies about the proposed lighting and bleachers
on Sherbeck Field for which an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) will be prepared. This scoping
meeting will inform the public about the environmental and public review process, seek input
regarding the proposed project and issues to be
studied in the EIR, and identify issues of concern
and areas of potential controversy. The college is
committed to transparency and access, and would
like to share details about this process so the community can be informed, engaged and provide
input.
Sherbeck Field is located on the northeastern section of the campus along Berkeley Avenue and is
currently used in the daytime for classes, track and
field competitions, football practices, athletic training activities, and the annual commencement ceremony.
Tentative plans call for permanent bleachers and
the return of permanent lights, located on both
sides of the field. Details of the proposed improvements and a proposed field usage policy are under
development and will be provided in the Initial
Study in early 2018.
The need for lighting and bleachers is multifaceted. There is a considerable cost-savings associated
with permanent bleachers. Fullerton College will
save more than $100,000 per year by adding permanent bleachers and lights to the field.
First, the rental costs for bleachers at each commencement ceremony is approximately $67,000
per year. Cost savings would also come from eliminating the high cost of having offsite home football games at Yorba Linda High School. Fullerton

College currently spends approximately
$5,865 a game, or $35,190 per season, to play
at the high school. This cost factors in renting
the high school field, transporting student-athletes by bus and provision of security.
Second, returning lights to Sherbeck Field
would also allow access after sunset in the early
evenings for physical education courses, games
and more access to the field for community
members to exercise. This is particularly
important when daylight saving time ends, and
it is dark by 5 p.m.
Third, a recent implementation of a legislative change to the California Community
College Athletic Association prevents community colleges from playing post-season games
on high school football fields. Therefore, Yorba
Linda High School’s football field and the
newly renovated Fullerton Union High School
field are no longer viable options for the
Hornets’ home football field.
Originally, the proposed changes to
Sherbeck Field were part of a larger Initial
Study to the Facilities Master Plan EIR, which
encompassed the entire college footprint and
included construction and renovation projects over the next
20 years. In an effort to respond to concerns raised at scoping meetings in the fall of 2016, the North Orange County
Community College District decided a separate CEQA
process for the Sherbeck Field improvements was warranted.
A separate CEQA process for Sherbeck Field would afford
the district the opportunity to fully define the project’s
scope and need for the project as well as provide more
opportunity for public review and input.
The majority of the projects in the Facilities Master Plan
EIR will be funded by Measure J, which voters approved in
November 2014. However, Measure J funds have never
been earmarked for Sherbeck Field. Any changes to
Sherbeck Field would be financed through several years of

4,500 Seats with Flood Lights & PA?
I am not sure if this will end up reaching someone. I just sent this email to Jeff
Brown who is one of the trustees on the
board pushing for the building of the stadium on Sherbeck field. This area of
Fullerton is already congested even when
small events happen. I cannot imagine
how much worse this would be and if it
serves ANY value to those living in the
community. Decisions affecting the city
of Fullerton are being made by individuals who do not live in Fullerton and will
not have to deal with the negative impact
this will undoubtedly cause.
Christopher Adedeji, Fullerton

Letter to Trustee Jeff Brown,
I am a local resident of the city of
Fullerton. I’ve lived in this city for over 15
years. During this period, I’ve bought
homes, sold homes, supported local businesses via numerous events, and donated
to various public services (Fire, Police,
Library) we have in this lovely city. I’ve
always encouraged my colleagues and
friends to explore and even relocate to
Fullerton because of the atmosphere and
community feeling projected by the city.
It is with severe disappointment to continue to learn that the board of trustees of
Fullerton college is still planning on putting a 4500 bleacher seat stadium on

Sherbeck field. This is NOT a location
that can accommodate such a project. I
live right opposite and this location as it
stands can barely support the traffic
caused by a small Fullerton Rangers game.
We get cars blocking our driveways,
throwing thrash on our lawns and generally disregarding safety of our children as
they speed around trying to find parking
spots for their games.
Moreover, Measure J was voted on
under the assumption that it was meant to
aid with repair and Student/Veteran Job
Training. Could you explain what part of
a 4500 bleacher seat stadium aids with
Veteran Job training ?
Public trust in politicians and their
request for public funding and projects is
at an all time low. This bait and switch
tactic is a prime example of why. How do
you expect the residents of Fullerton to
trust any new measures brought forth in
the future if this is the sort of irresponsible use of public funds that they are to
expect?
How would you feel if a 4500 seat stadium with flood lights and a professional
PA system were installed in your backyard
in Yorba Linda? Fullerton High School
just had its stadium field redone with
astroturf. Why can’t this stadium be used
for these events ?

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION
Community Opinion pages are a free forum for the community. The
Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Comments are the opinions of the writer, may be shortened for space, and typos will be corrected (if
we notice them). We must verify your identity, but anonymous letters or those
appearing with initials and town are accepted if the writer can make a case that
revealing his/her name would be a problem.

Email to: observernews@earthlink.net
Or Mail to: Fullerton Observer,
PO Box 7051, Fullerton CA 92834

Berkeley Avenue

Fullerton College sent the following response
to the articles from surrounding neighborhoods
opposing the proposed stadium at Sherbeck Field.

Proposed new
4,500 seat bleachers
& lighting

savings generated from accumulated carryover funds.
Fullerton College has been located at its current site for
104 years and is among the oldest colleges in the State of
California. Throughout this history, the college has strived
to support the educational and career goals of its students
and be a good neighbor. During the scoping meeting in
early 2018, the college will seek input regarding the proposed project and issues to be studied in the EIR. The college is here to partner and is dedicated to continue being a
good neighbor.
For more information on construction and renovation projects at Fullerton College, visit www.fullcoll.edu/campusprojects.

Who Can Use a Plastic Grass Stadium?
I live on Virginia Rd. and Francis above the College. My question is: Now
that the High School has redone the stadium with plastic grass/turf and is
totally fenced, will they allow anyone to play on it?
My experience in observing Lions Field is that it is not open to the public
and only certain teams are allow to play.
The College and the High School are surrounded by small scale private
residences. The size and scale of 4500 seats and the sound system are overwhelming for the size of our community. This project cannot be allowed.
Dorian Hunter, Fullerton

CORRECTIONS
District Voting (page 4, Mid
October): Several items added to the

Who’s Dan?: “I am wondering why I
took “Dan” to Norway instead of Tom!! said
Becky about the photo for Observers
Around the World which called Tom Dan. Whoops! Find the photo above somewhere else in this issue for their real names.

Homeless Survey Stats (page 5, Mid
October): The “Census of Homeless
Individuals in the Santa Ana Flood Control
Channel” statistics contained an error under
the heading “Domestic Violence Victim.”
The correct numbers are: YES, 120; NO,
200. That error was created when we miscopied the original statistics.

article “Potential District Voting Map
Changes,” were in error.
1) Councilmember Fitzgerald did
not ask that Councilmember Sebourn
be moved from District 2 to District
3. Fitzgerald asked that Map 8 be
modified to keep Maple together and
said, “I think it is important where
current council members live. If we
can put Sebourn and Chaffee in different districts we should. We shouldn’t force either of them off the council.”
2) According to the back-up materials included in the May 17 agenda,
Map 8 shows Councilmember
Sebourn’s home area in District 3. It
was incorrect to say that the dog ear
added Sebourn’s neighborhood to
District 3. According to the Map 8
provided in the back-up it was already
added.
3) The correct date of the court
order which called for a second public
hearing was July 20 (not June 20 as
was stated in the Timeline section).
All these errors were made by
Editor Kennedy who regrets them
and promises to be more careful in
the future.
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video
of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm
the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

October 17th Council Meeting
Next Council meeting is Tuesday, November 7th at 6:30pm.
Come see your local government in action!
Closed Session: Before every public city council meeting, there is a “closed session”
in which council meets with various parties outside view of the public. According to
the agenda provided by the City Clerk, during this meeting’s closed session, council
met with representatives of various public unions (police, fire, and city employees) to
discuss “parameters of authority for negotiating salaries, benefits, and working conditions.” There was no closed session report.

Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention
Representatives from the Orange County Health Care Agency gave a presentation
about childhood lead poisoning prevention. They reminded families to avoid lead
exposure from sources such as chipped and peeling paints (especially from houses built
before 1978), as well as imported toys and jewelry. Parents should also take care not to
bring lead dust into the home on their clothing from work and hobbies such as construction, battery recycling, welding, and firing ranges. Lead is a silent poison, as most
children with lead poisoning do not look or act sick. A simple blood test is the only way
to make the diagnosis. A Lead Poisoning Prevention Team is available through the
county to conduct any case management and home investigation in cases of high lead
levels to ensure that the source is identified and removed, and that the child’s lead level
decreases and he/she gets healthier.

Homeless Problems Continue
Local resident Harry Langenbacher,
who volunteers at the Fullerton Armory
Shelter as well as the new Bridges at
Kraemer shelter in Anaheim, spoke about
the homeless crisis facing Orange County.
He pointed out that last year over 200
homeless people in Orange County died.
This year, through August 17th, 133
homeless people have died,* which is over
4 per week—quadruple the national death
rate. He also pointed out that at the
Kraemer shelter, only 23 of their 100
clients have found permanent housing
after over five months of being open. Next
month will be six months at which time
the residents will be released, and we may
see dozens of people exiting after their

time limit and returning to the streets.
“I would like to ask the city of Fullerton
to collaborate with the other cities of the
county and with Shawn Nelson and other
OC Supervisors to solve this problem and
I would like to know how I can work with
the city of Fullerton to establish a working
committee for council to deal with this
which might include the Homeless
Subcommittee
of
the
Fullerton
Collaborative,” Langenbacher said.
*(These amazing figures are confirmed by
the OC Coroner Research Analyst Donna
Meyers who said that 201 homeless people
died in 2016 and there are 163 so far this
year.)

Council to Consider Development
in Walnut/Truslow Area
Council voted 4-1 (Chaffee “no”) to put
out a “Request for Qualification” (RFQ)
to see if developers are interested in developing a 40-acre area on Walnut and
Truslow between Harbor and Woods,
south of the railroad tracks.
This is related to a previous (and much
larger) development idea called the
Downtown Core and Corridors Specific
Plan (DCCSP), which never came before
city council, so no action was taken.
City Manager Ken Domer said that,
because no action was taken on the
DCCSP, and those plans (which relied on
Redevelopment money, which went away
in 2012) are no longer valid, we are “seeking some fresh direction” even as the city
looks for a new Director of Community
Development following the departure of
Karen Haluza.
Tony Bushala, who owns property adjacent to the 40-acre area, spoke in favor of
going forward with the RFQ. “This is
about the city disposing of property that
has been unutilized and has become an
attractive nuisance,” Bushala said.
Local resident Sean Paden cautioned
council against zoning the property for
“Mixed Use” in which developers are
encouraged to tear down what already
exists and build something new.
“Most likely, you’re talking about high
density development,” said Paden, “By
pushing the mixed use, the city is actually
encouraging high density construction.”

He suggested instead zoning the area for
“Adaptive Reuse” which means property
owners are encouraged to repair their
existing property.
A local resident named Brian said he is
in favor of “transit-oriented development”
and that “well-planned density is a good
thing” because “we need a lot more housing.”
Jane Reifer of the group Friends for a
Livable Fullerton, said “We’re concerned
about overdevelopment in Fullerton,” and
expressed concerned that this new RFQ
“sounds like an argument to bring back
the DCCSP, or the mixed use zoning,
which we were hoping had gone away
because we feel that it’s a blank check for
fast-tracking development without citizen
input.”
Council Member Jennifer Fitzgerald,
who requested this item be brought up,
spoke in favor of the RFQ, saying “There
are areas like this that have a huge potential. I’d like to see how we can dispose of
that surplus property and work with folks
who really have a vision down there…I
firmly believe it’s the council’s job to plan
for the future growth and progress of the
city.”
Mayor Pro-Tem Doug Chaffee, who
voted against the item, said he is not in
favor of putting out an RFQ because “We
need the direction of a new planning
director first.”

Welcome to Fullerton: The Saab triplets Hanna, Karina and Lucas were excited
to meet California State Governor Jerry Brown in Downtown Fullerton. They welcomed
him with a “Welcome to Fullerton” card. Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva, along
with Councilmembers Silva and Chaffee, and some Historic Theatre Foundation boardmembers and board president Leland Wilson, took the Governor on a tour of the Fox
Theatre. They later enjoyed a downtown dinner, with a full house of local supporters of
Assemblywoman Quirk-Silva, at D’Vine restaurant on Commonwealth.

Parking Problems Remain
on Porter and Citrus
For nearly a year, residents who live in
the neighborhood around Porter and
Citrus Avenues have been coming to city
council meetings, imploring the city to fix
the parking deficiency in their area, which
has caused renters to receive regular tickets.
At the September 19th meeting, city
council rescinded the overnight parking
ban on parts of Porter and Citrus and
added additional parking options, including a city parking lot on Nicolas.
However, as part of this change, council
also added something called Zone A
Permit Parking to these streets, which
allows one parking permit per unit, which
renters claim is insufficient to the need.
Thus, the residents were back at the
October 17th meeting, again asking the
city for help.
“The reason we came to these meetings
was because there weren’t enough spaces
for all of our neighbors,” said resident
Janet Beretto, “Once again, because the
spaces are limited, we are left without sufficient permits or parking for all…One
permit is not enough for every home.”

Donna Anderson, who owns apartment
complexes in the area, said, “We don’t
have enough parking, and one permit [per
resident] there is not going to work…it’s
just going to be a nightmare.”
Marina, a resident of Porter, said, “I’m
here to ask you to remove from Zone A
Porter and Citrus because we don’t have
enough spaces to park our cars. In our
area where we live, many of our kids have
grown and each of them should or do
have their own cars.”
Another local resident called the council’s decision “unfair and unnecessary” and
added “We take it personally when you
guys make a decision that affects our
lives.”
City manager Ken Domer said that the
city is not currently enforcing the Zone A
permit restriction but said that it is “a flexibility option that we may go to in the
future depending on how things go.”
Council Member Greg Sebourn suggested covering up the signs until they are
enforced. Director of Public Works Don
Hoppe said there would be no problem
removing signs that say Zone A.

Council Votes to Double Occupancy
of Downtown Bars
At the request of the Downtown
Restaurant Association (a group of downtown restaurant/bar owners) Council
voted 4-0 (Sebourn abstaining) to change
a local ordinance, doubling the allowable
occupancy of businesses in Fullerton.
The item was “pulled” for discussion by
local resident Liz Savage who spoke
against the change, citing public safety
issues downtown caused by the bars, and
stating that “increasing occupancy is
rewarding bad behavior.”
Resident Jane Rands said that we need
to put a plan in place to make sure we
don’t have unintended consequences of
this expanded occupancy before we
approve something like this.
Council Member Sebourn, who

abstained from voting on the item, said
“I’m okay with the idea of increasing
occupancy, but that comes with a price
[which is] the ability to regulate those
businesses better, easier, and more efficiently.” He suggested it was wasteful to
take 14-18 police officers from the rest of
the city to clear out one night club.
“Let’s do this smart,” Sebourn said, “I’m
not going to support this unless it comes
with those tools outlined to me.” He said
that “simply increasing the occupancy and
not dealing with the bigger issue of how
to police it” would not be a good idea.
The council meeting concluded
in memory of local resident Al Olson,
who recently passed away.
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Update: Hillcrest
Park Renovations
According to City of Fullerton Park
Project Specialist Doug Pickard, the
renovation “project at Hillcrest Park is
on schedule and moving forward at
the expected pace. Unless we have
some unusually bad weather in the
next few months, we expect completion to be late February 2018.”
The $3.9 million construction contract was awarded to Environmental
Construction Inc. earlier this year and
includes fountain restoration, great
lawn/sidewalk improvements, stone
restoration, walkways, drought tolerant planting and irrigation. A prefabricated bridge will be purchased by the
city in the amount of $85,279 and will
be installed by EC, Inc.
The 37-acre park located on Harbor
Blvd. was opened in 1922 and is listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places.
A 7-member council-appointed citizen ad hoc committee worked on the
renovation plans along with city-hired
landscape architectural firm Mia
Lehrer and Associates. In addition,
several community meetings were held
to get public input. The draft plan was
presented to the city council in 2011.
Restoring the fountain, memorials,
and a new front lawn entrance was
part of the plan.

Lots of action happening at Hillcrest Park on Harbor Blvd., with the front lawn torn up, and a new sidewalk being built.
Supports installed for the bridge will span the widened drainage channel.
Although it’s hard to see now, the project is expected to be completed in late February 2018. PHOTO DAMION LLOYD

New Skills for the Future
Workforce of California
by Assemblywoman Sharon-Quirk Silva, Chair of the Jobs Committee
The OC Business Council recently
By 2020, 65% of jobs in California will
require industry-recognized certificates, released the 2017 Orange County
an AA degree or higher. This is compared Workforce Indicators Report, which highto the 1970s, when only 28% of jobs lighted how the rise in on-demand conrequired more than a high school educa- sumption and the sharing economy,
including Uber, Lyft, and Airnb, are
tion.
These increasing demands for skilled impacting the local economy.
The report suggests that 20th Century
workers are a roadblock to upward mobility for workers and businesses alike. career models (where a worker starts with
Students at Fullerton College are tackling an entry-level job with a company and
this challenge head on. During the next retires 25 year later) have evolved. Not
few months, I will be writing a series of only will workers be likely to have multiarticles highlighting Career Technical ple employers in their lifetime, they may
Education (CTE) programs and services also have multiple careers and spend some
portion of the work life as
that are supporting Fullerton
an independent contractor
College students in becomOC faces a
and entrepreneur.
ing more competitive in the
critical shortage
The over-65 population
regional economy.
There is a skills gap in the of skilled workers will continue to increase,
and that trend is bound to
job market; Orange County
for some of
drive a need for skilled
faces a critical shortage of
skilled workers for some of the best-paid jobs health care professionals. In
the best-paid jobs in manu- in manufacturing, Orange County the occupations with the highest placefacturing, health care, inforhealthcare,
ment in the last 12 months
mation technology, and
information
were:
registered nurses
more. The impact of new
technology,
(15,108); sales representatechnologies, including the
and more.
tives, wholesale (9,989);
Internet of Things and
automation, greatly influ- Fullerton College software developer, applications (9,344); retail salesences many fields of work.
is tackling this
persons (8,607); and cusOne study suggests that by
2055, half of all existing challenge head on. tomer service representatives (7,558).
work tasks will be automatLooking forward, the
ed. To remain competitive,
all workers will need to be digitally liter- report states that the greatest job growth
ate, and have both a conceptual and prac- will be in business and professional servictical understanding of innovation and es, education and health services, and
new technologies that will impact the leisure and hospitality. Construction,
especially in the residential area, is also
workplace.
Earlier this month, as Chair of the expected to remain strong. This is where
California Assembly Committee on Jobs, the need will be in Orange County, and
I held an informational hearing to discuss we must work to ensure there is no skills
the future of CTE here in Orange gap that will leave jobs unfilled.
Preparing for the gig-economy and
County. Through CTE, our schools are
making education more relevant to stu- future of work will require new ways of
dents and setting them up to succeed after preparing students for work and offering
graduation. Going forward, we must con- multiple opportunities for workers to be
trained and skilled for the workforce.
tinue this promise to our students.

GOVERNOR BROWN IN TOWN: Assemblywomans Quirk-Silva took Governor
Brown on a tour of the Fox Theater in an effort to rev up support for renovation. Also
pictured at center back is Fox Theater Foundation board president Leland Smith.
As a top community college in Orange
County, Fullerton College, and others like
it, take the duty to support the professional development needs of students seriously. One way it meets this is commitment
is by annually surveying former computer
and CTE program students to assess how
coursework and training related to their
current career.
The 2017 Fullerton College Survey
found that over 90% of the former students were satisfied or very satisfied with
the education and training they received
and over 60% found that the job they
secured after college was close to their
program of study. The survey also found
that 84% of the respondents were currently employed and the overall average
increase in hourly wages of $5.25. The
conclusion from the survey was that the
Fullerton College programs resulted in
very positive outcomes for participating
students.
There needs to be more backing from
the State of California for many CTE programs that support workforce trends, and
support businesses that work more closely
with schools so we can reach out to students and let them hear about all of the
career possibilities.

The future of Orange County will never
be limited by a lack of skilled working
families. The American dream of employment in a trade you love keeps the need
for CTE programs like the ones at
Fullerton College alive.

Homeless Shelters
to Open Early
The County of Orange, in partnership
with Mercy House, will be opening the
seasonal Armory Emergency Shelter
Program a month earlier than usual. The
Santa Ana shelter at 612 E. Warner will
open on Oct. 30 and the Fullerton shelter
at 400 S. Brookhurst will open on Nov.
16. Both locations will shelter individuals. Families seeking shelter will be
referred to family emergency shelter
providers.
The Armory program, which usually
rus December through April, provides a
meal, shower, safe place to sleep and a
variety of supportive services.
The early opening coincides with the
recent county decision to phase out the
Riverbed homeless encampments along
the 91 freeway.

The DOWNTOWN Report © 2017
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Above: The new Mustard Market opens at 415 S. Harbor just south of the bridge out of downtown.

NEW IN TOWN:

Mustard Market

For so many years, we have been hoping
downtown would become a daytime retail
destination and now, with the recent opening of Mustard Market at 415 S Harbor,
another piece of the puzzle is in place.
This non-profit market has up-cycled
clothing, household goods and products at
affordable prices and will eventually include

a coffee shop, café and bookstore. Even better, Doneanne and James Jamieson have
partnered with our community to help local
individuals and families in need. Nice!
Get more information, donate, shop, and
feel good about it while saving money by
visiting the shop or their website at
www.mustard.market.

At Right:
Mustard
Market
proprietor
Doneanne
with her
son and
daughter

What’s Fullerton’s
Motto?
What is our downtown motto? It’s also
a mission statement and maybe even a
mantra too, covering a lot of bases for all
of us who work/live/spend a lot of time
downtown. It is “Shop Fullerton First”
and it’s the right time of year to be doing
just that.

Fullerton Photo Quiz

The FJC band parades down Harbor in 1960.
Below shot of the same corner today.

Marwood - Sound Familiar?
Damien, one of our readers, sent the photo above hoping to determine if it was taken in our downtown. Observer investigative efforts
provided lots of info this time. Yes, indeed, the building you see was
the Marwood Apartments, named by prominent Fullerton Dr.
William H Wickett, who was married to Ethel Chapman. The
apartments get their name from his dad, William Marwood
Wickett. His wife’s maiden name was Lillis Balfour, another familiar Fullerton street name. They were built in 1913 and made it all
the way to 1980, with
a new name, The El
Mirasol, and an addition of the bungalow
court.
Thanks Cheri for
the photo, info, and
the tagline “Both are
gone now, but we have
Wahoo’s!”

Where is this and
when can I drive on it?

Here Comes the Governor
D’Vine recently hosted our Governor Jerry Brown, who
was in town to support former Fullerton Mayor Sharon
Quirk-Silva, now our State Assemblywoman. Governor
Brown is flanked by Lena Quezata, Assemblywoman
Sharon Quirk-Silva and Walid Alarja. The event was a
fundraiser for Sharon’s re-election campaign.

Send your answer to Mike at
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net
Last Issue Question & Answer:
What happened to the Storybrook Ranch
home built by Fullerton College students
in 1959?
Just as this issue was going to print we
received a promising lead from a reader
and will have photos and info in
the next issue. Stay tuned!
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This lush drought-friendly prize-winning residential garden on San Carlos
must be seen in color to be fully appreciated.

Fullerton Beautiful Meeting
& Prize-Winning Gardens
by Sylvia Palmer Mudrick
PHOTOS BY

BOB LINNELL

An agenda featuring an entertaining
mix of gardens and photography will be in
the spotlight Sunday, Nov. 12, when the
nonprofit beautification group Fullerton
Beautiful hosts its annual meeting.
The meeting, which is open to the public, will be held at 2pm in the Mural
Room of the Fullerton Police

Department, 237 W. Commonwealth
Ave., which is on the northeast corner of
the intersection of Commonwealth and
Highland avenues.
Guest speaker at the meeting will be
photographer Steve Kaye, a well-known
bird authority and instructor at the
Fullerton Arboretum, who will offer tips
on how gardeners can take “brag-worthy”
photos of their gardens. Kaye, who is also
known for his witty and humorous presentations, is returning to
the Fullerton Beautiful
annual meeting by popular demand.
In addition to Kaye,
the meeting will feature
presentation by Fullerton
Beautiful of its annual
Landscape Awards to two
residential and two business winners for outstanding
landscaping
projects on the front portions of their properties.
The prize-winning home
gardens can be seen at the
Blake residence at 818
Highland Avenue and the
Hahn residence at 2512
San Carlos Avenue.
Winners in the business category are the
Avignon
Apartment
Complex a 1375 W.
Valencia Drive, and the
Consultants for Change
building at 733 E.
Chapman Ave.
Further information
may be obtained calling
Fullerton
Beautiful
spokesperson Kay Miller
at (714) 394-5805, or by
visiting www.fullertonbeautiful.org.
Top Left:
Another low water residential winning front
yard on Hawthorne with
red blossoming trees.
Above Middle:
Commercial landscape
winner at Avignon
Apartments on Valencia
Drive.
At Left: Commercial
landscape winner
Consultants for Change
on E. Chapman.

ACROSS
1. “Be afraid...be very afraid.”
(1986 movie)
7. Ivan or Nicholas
11. Jeff Sessions and Eric Holder, e.g.
14. Arena coll.?
15. Austin univ., in slang
16. Spoon-bender Geller
17. “Sometimes dead is better”
(1989 movie)
19. B.A., e.g.
20. Psyche’s hosp. area?
21. Corrupt Italian politician
Marcello Dell’___
22. Appearance
23. Withholdings
26. Kit ___ bar
29. Prefix with classic
30. Yale students
31. An organism that doesn’t change
shape during growth
34. Coins

38. Hosp. area for preemies
39. Left-hand page
42. Pink, as a steak
43. Bloated
45. Hair clip
47. Perfume brand by Dana
50. In favor of
51. 911 responder
52. “It’s alive...it’s alive!” (1931 movie)
57. Sunrise direction
58. 202, to Romans
59. Lovato and Moore
63. Egyptian cobra
64. “They’re here.” (1982 movie)
66. Fr. holy woman
67. Hook’s mate
68. Henry Ford’s son’s failed bio?
69. “The Joy Luck Club” author Amy
70. More or ___
71. “A boy’s best friend is his mother.”
(1960 movie)

DOWN
1. Jim Rockford, e.g.
2. Obey
3. Tolkien tree creatures
4. Meshed
5. Union General Jesse
6. “Tasty!”
7. ___-frutti
8. Deprive of food
9. Occurring overhead
10. Daisy in “The Force Awakens”
11. Sound
12. ___ Bay Packers
13. Indications
18. Elemental gold cord?
22. “I’m your number one fan.”
(1990 movie)
24. Deviant
25. ___-tac-toe
26. Author of 17-Across and 22-Down
27. Where India is
28. Found in the beg. of some books

32. “You ___ be discouraged...”
33. Tax prep. co. stock symbol
35. Back of the neck
36. Quick haircut
37. Mailed
40. Pushover
41. Double-reed woodwind
44. Tibetan pack animal
46. Beau, Jeff or Lloyd
48. “It has ___ apparent...”
49. Sam and Buck
52. ___ or famine
53. Bob Marley fan
54. Colorado ski resort
55. Web pages
56. Poor
60. Catchall abbr.
61. “___ a Canadian word?”
62. WWII battle site
64. Popular Starbucks seasonal drink,
abbr.
65. Dead letters?

Come check
out our

CAPRI SHOES
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board meets
at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month
at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd.
714-870-2800 • See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net

October 17th Meeting Report
(Next meeting is Tuesday, November 7)

School/Student Achievement Reports
The major portion of the evening consisted of the principals presenting the
school student achievement reports. These
reports reflect the ways each school strives
to serve students better. Each school examines five main goals: academic breadth and
depth for all students, career and college
pathways, high quality instruction, student
support and services, and communication
with teachers, students and parents.
Each principal provided a dizzying
amount of statistical information,
Comparing the Embedded Assessment
Program (EAP) of the state standardized
test (CAASPP) with the different
approaches of the individual school sites.
The Cal State University system utilizes
embedded questions in the state test to
assess college level mathematic and language arts readiness of 11th graders.
School administrators and teachers take
this assessment and address student needs
to bring their abilities to a competent level.

The data breakdown by “low income,
English learner,” and “students with disabilities” categories allows schools to
determine how well they are addressing
special populations of students as well as
general student population.
The presentations are available on the
FJUHSD website under agenda minutes
October 17th, 5.2.1 under Single Plans
for
Student
Achievement.
www.fjuhsd.org
EAP data shows that Fullerton, La
Habra, and Sonora High Schools posted
the greatest improvement overall in
these scores with Troy, Buena Park, and
Sunny Hills high schools all flatlining or
falling in preparing students for entering
the CSU system. Each school had room
for improvement in one or another of
the 3 special populations and Fullerton,
Sonora, La Habra, Buena Park high
schools all promised to continue working on this issue.

Schools Move to Restorative Practices
to Handle Discipline Issues
The schools introduced various restorative practices programs in their reports
and Trustees Buchi, Hathaway and Singer
requested additional information about
this new behavioral program the schools
are implementing.
Principal Whitten (Sunny Hills) and
Principal Layana (La Vista/La Sierra)
explained that “restorative policy” shifts
the punishment aspect of discipline
applied to a student for wrong behavior
into a collaborative relationship to get to
the root of the poor choices and to address
student needs while implementing real
restitution to the person or property that
has received harm.
As Principal Whitten said, “we cannot
suspend a student into loving school” and

suspension does not cure any of the issues
that led to the behavior in the first place.
Restorative practices are both proactive
and reactive, requiring training of staff
and students to participate effectively.
Proactively, restorative practices emphasize early and frequent communication
with students and parents in a less disciplinary and more constructive way.
Sociological and psychological research
shows that people (whatever age) make
better choices, stay more engaged and
have greater outcomes when they feel they
actively participate in making their future
choices along with the acknowledged
authority figures instead being told what
to do or having it done to them.
Restorative practices allow students,

THE HOLE TRUTH
It is important to distinguish between
caries, the Latin word for decay, and a
cavity, which is the hole that occurs if
the caries has destroyed the tooth
enamel and penetrated the tooth’s
dentin. Caries may first appear as a
white or brown spot on tooth enamel.
It is an indication that bacterial acids
have begun to dissolve calcium and
phosphate in the tooth enamel (demineralization). If it is detected early
enough, it is possible to remineralize
the enamel and stop decay by cleaning
the teeth thoroughly, applying topical
fluorides, and removing plaque.
Otherwise, once a cavity forms, remineralization cannot fill it up. Left

untreated, a cavity will continue to
grow until it destroys the entire crown
of the tooth. Dentin is the bone-like
tissue that makes up the largest portion
of the tooth.
Cavity-causing bacteria and its resultant damage can be controlled if we deal
with bacterial plaque on a daily basis. A
toothbrush alone, however, cannot do
the whole job. It takes the combined
effort of conscientious daily brushing
and flossing, smart eating, and professional visits to promote total oral
health. If it’s been too long since you
treated your teeth and gums to professional care, now would be a good time
to call us and make an appointment.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092
www.paulnelsondental.com

families, teachers and administrators to
decide together what the best outcome
will be to rectify a situation. For more
information visit: www.iirp.edu/what-wedo/what-is-restorative-practices and
https://jprc.wested.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/02/RJ_LiteratureReview_20160217.pdf
Detractors claim it is an unnecessary
waste of funding, and doesn’t work (some
students repeat offend). However, these
claims are as hard to prove as the hard data
to show positive outcomes at this time.
Restorative justice is most effective as an
entire school environment that teaches
students numerous interpersonal problem-solving habits that will serve them in
future collaborative work environments
that did not exist 20 years ago. Schools
that implement restorative practices
report a greater feeling of safety and security on campus and the lessening of fear
from violence, punishment and misunderstanding. This environment in turn
lowers students stress levels allowing them
to focus and gain greater achievement
rates.
Traditional zero-tolerance and punitive
measures like suspension and expulsion
remove the student without locating the
cause of the behavior, or education in
ways to change the bad behavior. There
are rarely corrective action plans made
and often no really safe way to bring the

OTHER ACTIONS
•TWO YEAR CALENDAR APPROVED: The
board also approved a 2-year student calendar now posted on the FJUHSD website.
•FULLERTON HIGH PRINCIPAL MOVES
ON: Superintendent Dr. Scambray
announced the departure of Fullerton
High School Principal Rani Goyal to
Santa Rosa School District where she will
be the new Director of Curriculum and
Instruction effective before the end of the
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student back into the school environment
once the “sentence” is served. Students
may become repeat offenders and raise
their chances of entering the judicial system and the chance of becoming a high
school drop out is significantly raised with
every infraction.
Restorative practices can be implemented to address minor infractions to dealing
with violence. It does take training and
time to set up, but long-term outcomes
indicate a significant lowering of lost
school time for students. La Vista/La
Sierra, Sunny Hills, La Habra, Fullerton
and Sonora all mentioned positive proactive restorative programs geared to letting
students know that adults care about their
well-being and success in various ways.
Hearing about these new programs in
depth would have been much more interesting rather than another year of assessment score comparisons.
Sonora is setting an individual 10%
personal improvement goal for all staff to
serve students better. La Habra is melding
mental and emotional support with academic support for its students. Fullerton
teachers are implementing Love and Logic
training, and conducting home visits to
address truancy issues. These fascinating
programs deserve presentation time if
they are leading to more engaged, stronger
school environments that allow more students to succeed.
month. The trustees and administration
wished Ms. Goyal the best of luck in her
new endeavors.
•CELL TOWERS: In a discussion of an
alternative funding revenue source that
allows cell towers to be placed throughout
the district, board members voiced student safety concerns, disguising the
appearance of the cell towers, and maintenance workers staying a distance from students and teachers. Mr. Butcher, Director
of Facilities, agreed to explore these details
further.
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Kids Rule!
by Francine Vudoti
© 2017

BOOK REVIEW:

Senior Interns above wait for their mentors from the CSUF Incubator,
including Phillip Stinis who oversees that program.

Troy Tech Mentor Breakfast
The 21st Troy Tech Mentor Breakfast
was held on October 11th in the North
Gym at Troy High School. The event provided an opportunity to thank the Troy
Tech Senior Internship Mentors for overseeing interns last summer.
There were about 450 individuals
attending, including over 150 Mentor
guests, 250 Troy Tech seniors, musicians
from Troy’s Warrior Jazz Ensemble,
greeters from Future Business Leaders of
America, Troy Internship staff and administrators, and Troy students showcasing
the AP Computer Science Principles
course, the Cyber Security Pathway, the
Media Pathway, Future Business Leaders
of America, Science Olympiad,
NJROTC, and the FIRST Robotics team.
Attendees enjoyed breakfast burritos,
Troy Tech cookies, and the “We are Troy
Tech” video featuring current and past
students. Mentor and alumnus from Troy
Tech Class of 2006, April Cristal, spoke
about how Troy Tech influenced her success as a lawyer for the Cifarelli Law Firm.
Photos from the event are posted at
troytech.troyhigh.com.
If you have questions regarding the Troy
Tech Magnet Program, please contact
Troy Tech Coordinator Laurie DownumBonnett (who does a great job coordinat-

ing the Troy Tech program every year) at
Ldownum@fjuhsd.org.
Information on upcoming Troy Tech
events for prospective students and
January 13, 20, and 27, 2018 testing for
eighth grade students can be found at
applicants.troyhigh.com. Also follow the
program
on
social
media
@WeAreTroyTech.

Wonder by R.J. Palacio

If you see or meet a kid with a facial
deformity, how would you treat him or
her? Will you look away or will you
smile and say hi? What if the kid happens to be a new classmate? Will you
avoid him or her or will you reach out
and make friends?
Some may not be very truthful in
answering these questions just because
they want to be a “goody two-shoes”.
My answer is I know that at the start, I
would be uncomfortable, especially if
the deformity was really bad, but I
would say hello and introduce myself
and try to make friends. Not because I
need to but because I want to.
When school began last August, our
teacher in sixth grade started reading to
us a fiction novel entitled Wonder by R.J.
Palacio. We have just finished reading
the book recently and I liked it.
It is about a boy named August
Pullman, who was born with a facial
deformity that led to numerous surgeries
and caused him to be home-schooled.
When he finally went to a proper
school in fifth grade, people glared,
whispered, and teased Auggie. This
made him feel bad but didn't stop him
from moving on.
Eventually, he made many friends and
was honored in the school as the boy
who personified great courage, kindness,
and friendship.
R.J. Palacio is quite a writing wizard
because she got us super interested in the
book. Not only did she write the book in
a silly, funny way but she also taught us
a powerful lesson about kindness.
What does kindness mean? It is the act
of being nice, friendly, or helpful to a
person, animal, or a thing, according to

the dictionary. How can you tell
between real and fake kindness?
According to the book Wonder, real
kindness is wanting to sit with someone
at the lunch tables no matter who they
are.
Fake kindness is being asked to be
kind to a new student. Real kindness is
dropping everything and helping someone when they have a big problem.
There are many examples of real kindness but if you want to find out if you
are truly being kind to someone, think.
Do you really care about the person?
The novel had such a strong impact
on us because it got us to reflect on the
true meaning of kindness, something
that is not pretend but a feeling of love
and care that comes from the heart.
Wonder made us realize that we all
have imperfections one way or another
so we have to be more understanding of
each other.
The story also taught us to be brave
like Auggie. If we have imperfection or
deformity, this should not make us feel
less human. I learned from another
book, The Little Prince, that “it is only
with the heart that one can see rightly.
What is essential is invisible to the eye.”
Wonder was published in 2012, and it
has become a best-seller. I visited Barnes
& Nobles recently and it is all over the
place, alongside the usual best-sellers like
Dork Diaries, Wings of Fire, and Warrior.
This book has been on the New York
Times Best Seller List and has received
many other awards.
It was also made into a movie and will
be shown this November starring Jacob
Tremblay as Auggie, and Julia Roberts
and Owen Wilson as his mom and dad.

JOKE & RIDDLE TIME

Shoe-Slipping! Tongue-Falling! Eye-Bulging Jokes & Riddles!
(Specifically about the heat & some Halloween-related)
Senior Intern Kelly Pan with her mentor
Kevin Brittenum of Cantu Graphics.

OBSERVERS AROUND THE WORLD
Caballeros
in Norway
Dear Observer,
Loved the picture
in the last Observer,
however I am wondering why I took
“Dan” to Norway
instead of Tom!!
The neighbors got a
kick out of it! Even
our granddaughter
cracked up.
In fact one neighbor said you should
hide really tiny pics
of us in the Observer
and make people
find them (like the
poppy in Westways
Magazine!) LOL
Our friend in
Norway said that
she thinks Dan is a
Troll!!
-Joyce and Tom
(& Dan & Becky too)

1. WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BREAD A MOM BOUGHT AT THE STORE?
A: By the time she got home, it was toast!
2. WHAT DID THE AIR CONDITIONER SAY TO THE MAN?
A: I am your biggest fan!
3. HOW HOT IS IT?
Answers are...
•It is so hot that the potatoes cook underground, and all you have to do to have
lunch is to pull one out and add butter, salt and pepper.
•It is so hot that your car overheats before you drive it.
•It is so hot that the chickens are laying hard-boiled eggs!
Breakfast is ready!
4. WHAT TYPE OF CANDY IS BAD? A. Coco-naughty!
5. WHAT COUNTRY DID CANDY COME FROM? A. Sweeten (A.K.A. Sweden)
6. HOW DO YOU MAKE A MILK SHAKE? A. Give it a good scare!

Thank you for listening to these really, really, really, really, really,
really, really, really, really.... *10 hours lah terr*
really, really, really funny jokes!
I hope you have a great start of the week!

FALL SWIM
PROGRAMS!
• PRE-COMPETITIVE CLASSES
NOW THROUGH NOVEMBER 18
• SPRINGBOARD DIVING
TUES & THURS, 6:30-7:30 PM

REGISTER TODAY !
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COLLIDING STARS AND
GRAVITATIONAL WAVES
CSUF Neutron Star Expert, Jocelyn Read,
Key in new Stellar Discovery
Cal State Fullerton astrophysicist which is coordinating investigations of
Jocelyn Read has spent more than a neutron star matter by LIGO and Virgo
decade investigating what a gravitational scientists.
"This discovery has ushered in a new
wave signal from a cosmic collision of
era in multi-messenger astronomy, sparkneutron stars would reveal.
The signal came in loud and clear on ing coordinated work by astronomers
Aug. 17, 2017, at 8:41am Eastern across the globe, and revealed the dynamDaylight Time, from a galaxy 130 million ics of a neutron star merger," said Read,
light years away from Earth. A pair of assistant professor of physics, who joined
orbiting neutron stars had crashed togeth- CSUF's Department of Physics in 2012.
"I’m not only shocked, but also delighter, sending gravitational-wave signals to
the two Advanced Laser Interferometer ed by the clarity of our measurement and
Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO) this unprecedented collaboration across
detectors in the United States and the fields of astronomy," said Read.
This marks the first cosmic
European Virgo detector.
event
observed in both gravi"It was an incredibly rich
Gravitational
tational waves and light. As
signal, with the signal from
waves,
the neutron stars spiraled
the detectors lasting more
predicted by
together and merged, they
than 30 seconds, slowly
stretched
and distorted the
chirping from a low thrum
Albert Einstein
surrounding space-time, givto a high final whoop!"
in 1916 on
ing off energy in the form of
relayed Read, whose astrothe basis of
gravitational waves. But
physical research helped
unlike black hole mergers,
interpret the gravitationalhis theory of
neutron star mergers also
wave signal.
This first-ever discovery general relativity, produce light. The collision
are ripples
produced a short gamma-ray
of gravitational waves from a
cataclysmic merger of a in the curvature burst — a brief blast of high
energy light, Read explained.
binary neutron star system
of space-time.
The fireball of gamma rays
was published October 16th
Newton’s law
was observed independently
in Physical Review Letters,
by NASA's Fermi space teleannounced the international
of universal
scope.
LIGO
Scientific
gravitation
"This confirmed a longCollaboration and the Virgo
collaboration.
The does not provide held suspicion, developed
over 50 years of scientific
Advanced
LIGO
for their
debate, that these astrophysiObservatory in Hanford,
existence.
cal mysteries are produced by
Washington,
and
the collision of neutron
Livingston, Louisiana, and
stars," she said.
the Virgo detector, near
Guided by the LIGO and Virgo detecPisa, Italy, made the three-detector obsertors working together to locate the gravivation.
Read is a leading binary neutron star tational-wave source, astronomers were
astrophysics expert and a lead writer of the able to pinpoint a new glowing light in
journal paper. She also has leadership roles the exact location of the neutron star
with LIGO and Virgo to interpret the merger in the galaxy known as NGC
analysis of gravitational waves from this 4993.
Read's colleagues, CSUF physicists
new astronomical source.
As an expert of extreme stellar objects, Joshua Smith and Geoffrey Lovelace — all
Read's research in astrophysics has members of the LIGO Scientific
focused on observing gravitational waves Collaboration — along with undergradufrom neutron stars to better understand ates Erick Leon and Isabella Molina, posttheir structure and composition. Her doctoral research associate Marissa
work with LIGO and Virgo includes data Walker, computation specialist Joseph
analysis to determine the masses, spins, Areeda and CSUF alumnus Torrey
sky location and other properties of this Cullen, a doctoral student at Louisiana
gravitational-wave source. She is the sen- State University, also contributed to this
ior
lead
of
LIGO
Scientific latest scientific finding and are co-authors
Collaboration's Extreme Matter Group, of the neutron star discovery paper. Read's

Astrophysicist Jocelyn Read is assistant professor of physics at CSUF and senior lead of
LIGO Scientific Collaboration's Extreme Matter Group. Her astrophysical research
helped interpret the gravitational-wave signal.
undergraduate students worked with
LIGO and Virgo scientists across the
globe to check and confirm the reliability
of the data analysis.
"We are so fortunate to have Jocelyn,
one of the world’s neutron star experts, at
Cal State Fullerton," said Smith, associate
professor of physics and Dan Black
Director of Gravitational-Wave Physics
and Astronomy. "I am extremely proud of
the role that she and our students have
played in this foundational discovery in
astronomy."
The Cal State Fullerton physicists and
their students at the Gravitational-Wave
Physics and Astronomy Center contributed significantly to the first discovery
of gravitational waves in 2015 — a milestone in the fields of physics and astronomy. This detection of gravitational waves
from the collision of two black holes in
galaxy a billion light years away confirmed
Einstein's 1915 general theory of relativity. Over the last five years, the CSUF
researchers have garnered more than $4.2

million in external grant funding for their
work in gravitational-wave astronomy.
LIGO has since announced three more
gravitational wave detections from binary
black hole systems, including a September
27 announcement of the first joint detection by both LIGO and Virgo detectors.
Smith and Lovelace were instrumental in
helping to write the journal paper, published October 6th in Physical Review
Letters, modeling the black holes that
emitted the waves and checking the quality of the detector data.
Read — and her CSUF colleagues and
students — looks forward to more neutron star mergers and other history-making astronomical discoveries.
"Seeing this signal of gravitational
waves from neutron stars so early in
Advanced LIGO’s observations suggests
that the best is yet to come. Like we found
for merging black holes, the universe is
rich with these gravitational-wave signals," she said. "I can’t wait to see what
we’ll be able to learn in the coming years."
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THE GROUND BENEATH OUR FEET:
An Interview With Fullerton College
Geology Professor Richard Lozinsky
O: How old are the rocks here?
RL: The oldest rocks we have in the
The following is part of a series of profiles Fullerton area are up in the Coyote Hills,
of local professors who are making amazing and they only go back a few million years.
contributions to our understanding of the If you go into the Santa Ana Mountains,
world. Professor Richard (Rick) Lozinsky like Silverado Canyon, you find some
has been teaching geology at Fullerton rocks that are 180 million years old. But,
College for the past 30 years. He recently from a geologic standpoint, that’s still not
published the third edition of his book Our that old.
Backyard Geology, which is about the geoloO: Why are the rocks so “young” here?
gy of Orange County (including Fullerton).
RL: Basically, because we were mainly
We sat down with Lozinsky to learn more ocean, and not a lot of deposition was
about the geologic history of this area and occurring at that time. But you can go to
why it matters.
other areas where there was mountainFullerton Observer (O): What do you building. There were actually times when
we had exploding volcanoes in the area.
teach here at Fullerton College?
O: When was that?
Richard Lozinsky (RL): I teach geoloRL: About 100-150 million years ago.
gy (physical, historical, and environmenWe
had a different kind of plate boundary
tal), with labs associated with the classes. I
then,
more like Oregon and Washington,
also lead some weekend field trip classes.
and
had
volcanoes like Mount St. Helens
We just came back from Anza Borrego
here.
around
State Park this past weekend and we’ll be
O: I find it interesting that here in
going to the eastern Sierras in the Spring,
California,
we’re on the Pacific tectonic
and an extended trip to
plate, and basically the rest
Southern Utah in the summer.
of the country is on the
We visit Death Valley and the
North
American tectonic
Mojave Desert, as well as coastal
Until
plate.
areas.
recently
RL: I tell my classes that,
O: So you go and explore the
[geologically
being
west of the San
local geology?
Andreas
fault (which is the
speaking],
RL: Right. We go and look at
boundary
between the
the geologic significance of Orange County
Pacific
and
North
American
these areas, looking at the rocks,
was part of
plates),
we’re
on
an
Alaska
the landscapes, geologic history.
the
ocean.
cruise.
We’re
slowly,
by
We usually camp out, someabout
an
inch
a
year,
headIf
you
times in primitive sites where
ing up toward Alaska.
the bathroom is the closest
go to places
O: And that’s also why
rock.
like Ralph
we’re
more susceptible to
O: I recently read your book
Clark
Park,
earthquakes?
Our Backyard Geology (which is
RL: Right, if you’re on a
you can
about geology in Orange
plate
boundary, you’re
County), and I found it fasciactually see
going
to
have more big
nating. I think it’s important for
the fossil
earthquakes.
people to understand the geoloevidence.
O: What are some of the
gy of the area where they live.
kinds
of rocks and formaCould you briefly explain for
tions
that
are unique to this
our readers the geology of
area?
Fullerton?
RL: A lot of sedimentary rocks: sandRL: Here in Fullerton we live on an
stone,
shale, conglomerate. There’s a big
interesting spot at the edge of the Coyote
bend
in
the San Andreas Fault that
Hills. There are some active faults in our
formed
the
San Gabriel and San
area, like the Whittier Fault. Because of
Bernadino
Mountains.
That compression
the faulting, we’re susceptible to earthcreates
the
rippling
of
the
hills around us,
quake hazards—liquefaction, landslides,
and
the
LA
Basin.
We
live
in a hole that’s
fires. In fact, today is the day of the Great
about
4-5
miles
deep,
which
is filled full
Shake-Out [a statewide campus earthof
sediments.
quake preparedness drill].
O: I know that, historically, this was a
O: What can you tell me about the geovery
oil-rich area. Aside from oranges, oil
logic history of Fullerton?
was
the
main product of Fullerton and
RL: Our geology is fairly young. Up
Brea.
How
does this relate to our local
until recently [geologically speaking],
geology?
Orange County was part of the ocean. If
RL: Brea Canyon is an interesting place,
you go to places like Ralph Clark
because
that’s where the Whittier Fault
Regional Park, you can actually see some
goes
through.
The reason the oil wells are
of the fossil evidence of when we were
there
is
because
the fault is acting as a
part of the ocean, and then afterwards
trapping
mechanism.
It also has to do
when we were dry land and had giant
with
the
fact
that
we
used
to be part of the
mammoths, mastodons, and sabre-tooth
ocean.
Petroleum
is
formed
when millions
cats roaming around.
by Jesse La Tour

Professor Richard Lozinsky holds a volcanic rock in his lab at Fullerton College.
of marine organisms settle on the ocean
floor, get buried at just the right depth
and temperature, and it changes to petroleum.
O: Aside from just increasing one’s
knowledge, why do you think it’s important for people to understand their local
geology?
RL: Well, because some people fear
where they live. They fear an earthquake,
they fear a flood. We have been flooded
here before in Fullerton. Back in 1938, we
had a major flood, where you couldn’t get
to Fullerton College by street because
Chapman Ave. was under a couple feet of
water—students were coming by canoe.
So, I think it’s better to understand your
local geologic setting to get an idea of how
safe it is, and things you can do to make it
safer.
O: How safe are we?
RL: From an earthquake standpoint, I
think overall we’re probably fairly safe if
we take precautions. It’s important to stabilize objects where you live because it’s
not usually earthquakes that hurt you—
it’s things that fall on you. So, if we can
stabilize things that would fall on us, we
can almost look forward to the next earthquake.
O: How did you get into geology?
RL: I grew up in Whittier, and I always
liked throwing rocks [laughs]. When I
started my college career at Rio Hondo
College, I took a physical geology course
and found it to be very interesting because
I liked being outside and I liked hiking.
During class, I would look at what time it
was, hoping that the class wouldn’t end
for another hour. I just found the subject
very interesting and full of surprises. So I
majored in geology, did my undergradu-

ate work at Humboldt State, and did my
graduate work in New Mexico.
O: What was your specialty for your
graduate work?
RL: I kind of call myself a ‘landscape
evolutionist.” I like to look at a landscape,
at the rocks and mountains and hills of
that area to figure out what happened in
the geologic past to make it look that way.
Was there an ocean here? What kind of
earthquakes or volcanoes might have been
in that area?
O: What are some local geology groups
or societies?
RL: We have the South Coast
Geological Society, which is kind of the
Orange County geology group. There’s a
National Association of Geoscience
Teachers, the far western section, which
includes California. There are periodic
meetings where we go and hear presentations on research that people are doing
locally or internationally.
O: Are there any current discoveries
being made that you find particularly
interesting?
RL: They’re trying to develop an Early
Warning System for earthquakes here in
California, particularly in LA. That’s pretty exciting.
O: What do you love about geology?
RL: Geology is my life. It’s not just a
job. I travel to see geology, not only locally but worldwide. I enjoy taking students
out and opening their eyes to geology,
particularly outside the classroom because
that’s when things really can open up. I’ve
been teaching here for close to 30 years,
and still enjoy it quite a bit. And my roots
are here in Southern California, so kind of
fun to see the changes that have happened.
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Ghostly Encounters in Fullerton
Continuing my annual October tradition, I want to inform readers about
places in Fullerton that are rumored to be
haunted.
Last November, I received an email
from Observer reader, James Palomino,
who used to work at the old Blue
Diamond Almonds building in the late
1980’s. In his email, Mr. Palomino said,
“Everyone who worked there has stories of
ghostly encounters. There were reports
from security guards who worked there
after business hours that talked about seeing people,” who disappeared moments
later. The story was “that a guy overdosed
on heroin in one of the restrooms. The
authorities found him with the needle still
in his arm.”
He sent me a copy of an old Polaroid
photograph from 1989, which he claimed
had “several faces with the most prominent face looking like the devil.” After
looking at the photograph for a second
time, I noticed what looked like a blurry
white disembodied face floating above
one worker’s head.
It turns out that the Muckenthaler
Mansion has also had a long history of
hauntings. The Muckenthaler didn’t seem
haunted to me when I went there a couple
of months ago for my interview with new
CEO Farrell Hirsch, but according to the
book Fullerton Ghosts: History and
Hauntings in Orange County, California by
Robert and Anne Wlodarski, “those who
have worked inside the building and those
who have periodically visited this historic
home have encountered spirits.” People
have reported feeling cold spots and hearing unexplained footsteps and voices. The
book claims that “items have moved by
themselves, doors have opened and closed
on their own and lights have turned on or
off without human assistance.”
On December 29, 2006, a paranormal
investigation was conducted by the
International Paranormal Research
Organization with assistance from the San
Diego Ghost Hunters and Jack Rouke of
the Learning Light Foundation. During
the investigation, a medium named
Ginnie McGovern sensed a ghostly gentleman wearing a London newsboy type
cap walk by her in front of the building by
the amphitheater. The ghost of a child
who might have drowned outside the
mansion was heard running, playing and
giggling inside the house. After the investigation was finished, the paranormal
researchers concluded that there seem to
be five active energies at the Muck.
One of the most dominant ghosts was
once the head of the house and could have
been Adella Muckenthaler. There was also
the ghost of an older lady who called herself the head maid and seemed to watch
over the house to make sure everything
was running properly. However, out of all
the hauntings reported, nobody has felt

FRIENDS OF THE
FULLERTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

USED BOOK STORE
Open: 10am to 4pm
Monday through Saturday
FULLERTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
353 W. Commonwealth,
Fullerton
(714) 738-3143

threatened or scared by the ghosts that live
in the Muck.
The Fullerton Police Station, which
used to be City Hall, is also rumored to be
haunted. According to the Wlodarskis’
book, “during excavation for the foundation of the building, workers came across
the bleached bones of a human.
Construction was halted until it was
determined that the remains were most
Above: The back of the Fullerton Police Station.
At Left: The Muck
Below: The Continental

likely of prehistoric origin and not the evidence of an unsolved crime.”
Construction workers were less concerned
“when geologists consulted determined
that the site was once an ancient riverbed
and most likely the remains were washed
to the site by chance.” The bones were
eventually given to Fullerton College for
preservation. People who have spent time
in the old City Hall have said that some
areas are creepier that others. Some have
felt cold spots and others have experienced an uneasy feeling, as if they were
being watched.
One of the oldest ghosts that has been
rumored to haunt the Police Station is the
“Fullerton Man.” A police cadet who was
working at the station in the mid-1990’s
was leaving an empty hallway in the basement by the stairways leading to the
Whiting entrance of the building and saw
the reflection of a man hovering directly
behind her in a window. However, when
she glanced behind her, there was just an
empty hallway. She turned around and
looked at the window again and the man
was still hovering there. The cadet was so
frightened at that point that she sprinted
upstairs. A similar incident happened in
August 2001. Randy Mudrick, a Crime
Scene Investigator for the Fullerton
Police, also experienced a ghostly
encounter. Mudrick was working in his
office around 2:00 in the morning and
heard footsteps going up the stairs leading
out of the building. He stepped out of his
office to find the stairs completely empty.
Other Fullerton Police officers have
reported hearing footsteps and the sound
of paper crumpling in the same hallway
during late-night shifts.

Last on my list of haunted locations is
the Continental Room, Fullerton’s oldest
drinking establishment. The bar was
established in 1925 and was shut down in
1992 by the police who had received too
many complaints about brawls in the area.
The Continental Room was reopened
when bar owners Carlos Terranova and
Sean Francis purchased and renovated the
establishment in 2004. The International
Paranormal Research Organization conducted a preliminary paranormal investigation when the building was reopened.
According to Fullerton Ghosts, “Gauss and
EMF meters and IR thermometer readings produced electromagnetic spikes and
drops in temperature throughout the
building.” The rear of the building had
stronger readings. A psychic in the paranormal research team sensed a strong
energy from the 1930’s, including the
apparitions of two tough bodyguards.
According to the investigators, the
Continental Room was loaded with memories, imprints and active energy that continue to call the bar home.
Several psychics were invited to a private session in a private room off the
entrance of the Continental Room and
“picked up on two phantom women from
the Prohibition Era, a manager, a man
with connections to organized crime, a
former waiter and a man who was murdered. The energy was dramatic and very
active.” Employees have reported feeling,

hearing and seeing things since the bar
reopened.
Although I was only able to photograph
the exteriors of these locations, my camera
may have captured something that I didn’t see at the time. If you have experienced
any paranormal encounters or taken any
photographs with ghostly orbs, please feel
free
to
email
me
at
littleemerson1@gmail.com.
To see the ghostly Polaroid photo James
Palomino sent me, watch my full video
showcasing the haunted places featured in
this article. My video can be accessed by
visiting the Fullerton Observer website.
Just click on the “Videos” tab and click on
the words “Emerson Little YouTube
Channel,” which will take you directly to
my page.
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THE FLORIDA PROJECT:
Two Hits
Creative and iconoclastic, director Sean Baker gained
cinematic attention two years ago by shooting his feature film “Tangerine” on several IPhones. In “The
Florida Project,” co-written with Chris Bergoch, he
works with more traditional techniques, yet achieves
the same filmic realism.
Set in Orlando, near Disney World, “The Florida
Project” puts us in a large, three-story, bright purple
motel called Magic Castle. Down the road are Orange
World, Twistee Treat and Futureland. But we seldom
leave the purple grounds of Magic Castle. Little magic
is created in this grim world of $38 per night rooms
rented to unemployed or low-wage residents except in
the imaginations of the young children who call it
home.
Two weeks into summer vacation, Bobby (Willem
Dafoe), manager of Magic Castle, has already dealt
with the mischief of six-year-old Moonie (Brooklynn
Prince) and her pals Scooty (Christopher Rivera) and
Jancey (Valeria Cotto). When Bobby chastises them for
putting a dead fish in the swimming pool, ringleader
Moonie explains that they just wanted to see if the fish
would come back to life. The trio are also responsible
for turning off the power valve for the entire motel.
Moonie never seems to wear out of energy, pranks
and games as the children besmirch the windshield of a
parked car and when made to clean it up create a TomSawyer-like game of it. One adult comments, “You are
having too much fun doing this.” The trio also manage
to get ice cream cones as Moonie daily asks a different
stranger for money to buy ice cream because she has
asthma and the doctor has ordered her to eat ice cream.
So where is her mother and where has Mooney
learned to be a con artist? A former stripper now out
of work, Halley (Bria Vinaite) mostly lies on her bed
smoking and watching television. Her 22-year-old
body, with tattooed limbs, can be off-putting but not
as fiercely as her attitude and quick temper. Halley is
resourceful in buying name-brand perfume wholesale
and then selling it outside some of the classier hotels.
With all her faults, Halley does seem to love her daughter and there are occasional moments of tenderness.
The Magic Castle would not survive without the
watchful eye of Bobby, who notices everything—adults
who come and go at night, the children’s daily pranks,
the occasional trespasser. In a riveting scene, Bobby
observes an older man too interested in watching the
children on the playground equipment. Without the
children even noticing, he takes care of the predator in
such a way that we know the man will not return.
Dafoe’s tough and leathery face creates a Bobby who
has seen it all and still cares enough to tell a new tenant, “These are good kids—mostly.”
“The Florida Project” appears on the surface to be
episodic as we follow the children making the most of
their lives in and around the Magic Castle. An occasional escape from their purple world shows them wandering in a nearby field of grazing cows and celebrating
a birthday by watching the fireworks from Disney
World. But we in the audience know the reality that
will face these children living on the edge of subsistence
and with questionable parenting. We know their childish exuberance cannot last. The final 10 minutes of
“The Florida Project” are as strongly conceived, written
and acted as any viewed in recent films.
Another strength in the production and execution of
“The Florida Project” is the tone that Baker maintains
in his film about characters on the periphery of society.
We sympathize with these characters as we watch them
maneuver their daily lives, yet the tone never verges on
sentimentality. Baker also maintains the grittiness of
everyday life while balancing it with moments of transcendent magic.

Two Hits: Don’t Miss It!
A Hit & A Miss: You Might Like It.
Two Misses: Don’t Bother

EVENTS CALENDAR
TUES, OCT 31
•4pm-4:30pm:
Afterschool
Club Halloween Special for kids
kindergarten through 6th grade at
the Fullerton Public Library
Osborne Auditorium, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Read scary stories
and make simple costumes from
grocery bags, colored paper and
imagination, and more. Free.
•4:30pm-6pm: Job Search
Workshop: Resumes at the
Fullerton Public Library Conference
Center, 353 W. Commonwealth.
Adults and teens are invited to bring
their resumes. Free.
Haunted
•6pm-8:30pm:
Fullerton Walking Tour a tour of
downtown Fullerton, OCs most
haunted city. Space is limited so
make your reservations early. Call
Fullerton Museum Center at
(714}738-6545. $25.
WED, NOV 1
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday
Farmers Market at Independence
Park, next to the DMV on Valencia
between Euclid and Highland in
Fullerton. Fresh produce including
fruit, vegetables, eggs, flowers,
plants, baked goods, nuts, and more
straight from the farmer.
•1:30pm-3pm:
Fullerton
Homeless Collaborative Meeting
Maple Community Center, 701 S.
Lemon, Fullerton.
•5pm-7pm: Maple School Day
of the Dead Celebration food,
music, face-painting and activities.
244 E. Valencia Dr., Fullerton.
•6pm-8pm: Free Independent
Film Series “The Shack” rated PG13 screened at the Fullerton Public
Library Osborne Auditorium, 353
W. Commonwealth.
THURS, NOV 2
•4pm-8:30pm: Last Downtown
Market of the Season craft vendors, hot food, fresh produce, flowers, kids’ activities, beer & wine garden. Live music by Bubba and the
Big Bad Blues beginning at 6:30pm.
At the Downtown Plaza on E.
Wilshire & Pomona. Free.
•6:30pm-8:30pm:
Florence
Arnold Young Artist Exhibit: The
finest works from seven Fullerton
School
District
schools.
Muckenthaler Cultural Center,
1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton.
Visit www.themuck.org or call
(714)738-6595. Free.
•7pm-8:45pm: Town & Gown:
The Music of Poetry at the
Fullerton Public Library Conference
Center, 353 W. Commonwealth.
Three award-winning writers from
CSUF will each read from theirrecently published book and discuss
poetry. Features Dr. Graham (Begin
with a Failed Body); Dr Pratitis (The
Last Stone in the Circle); Dr. Tian
(Migration). A Q&A and book-signing with the authors follows. Free.
•7pm: Free Screening of I Am
Not Your Negro: The acclaimed
film directed by Raoul Peck of the
infinished book by James Baldwin
about the lives and assassinations of
three of his close friends: Medgar
Evers, Malcolm X and Martin
Luther King, Jr. Narrated by Samuel
Jackson. St Matthias Church, 7056
Washington Ave, Whittier, 90602.
www.whittierpeace.org
FRI, NOV 3
•6pm-10pm: Free First Friday
Art Walk Downtown Fullerton
Numerous venues showing art all
within easy walking distance in
downtown
Fullerton.
Visit
www.fullertonartwalk.com.
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SAT, NOV 4
•10am-2pm: Pumpkin Launch
at CSUF. Hands-on activities, competitions, food trucks. Free
•10:30am-2pm:
Holiday
Luncheon & Fashion Show presented by the Woman’s Club of
Fullerton at the Elks Lodge, 1400
Elks View Lane, Fullerton. Tickets
at wcof.club or call (714)872-9669.
Proceeds benefit Women’s Club
charity of the year Fullerton Cares.
•4pm-6pm: Mayor Whitaker
Talk About Town at the Fox
Theatre, next to Angelo’s & Vinci’s
at corner of Harbor & Chapman,
downtown Fullerton. Free.•4pm8pm: Annual Lutefisk, Lefse &
Meatball Dinner hosted by the
Sons of Norway
•4pm-8pm: Annual Lutefisk,
Lefse & Meatball Dinner hosted
by the Sons of Norway Solbakken
(Sunny Hills) Lodge at Fullerton
Assistance League, 233 W. Amerige
Ave, Fullerton. $30 ($10/12 &
under). RSVP by Nov. 1st to Carl
Carlson at (714)912-4428 or email
CarlCarlson428@hotmail.com.
SAT & SUN, NOV 4 & 5
•10am-4pm: CA Native Plant
Sale at the Arboretum Over 100
native plants for sale. Garden
experts available to help you choose.
Fullerton
Arboretum,
1900
Associated Road. Call 657-2784010 www.fullertonarboretum.org
•10am-6pm: Native Hope
Annual Pow Wow at Heritage Park,
12100 Mora Drive, Santa Fe
Springs CA 90670. California’s
largest traditional pow wow. Fun for
the entire family. Free admission.
Call (520)272-2802 for more info.
SUN, NOV 5
•Noon-4pm: Dia de los Muertos
Fiesta: A fun afternoon of arts &
crafts, altars, workshops, food vendors and music including classical
Latin guitarist Joseph Yashar, the
Rocabillys,
Corona
Dance
Company, Conjunto Tenocelomeh
son
Jarocho
and
more.
Muckenthaler Cultural Center,
1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton.
Visit www.themuck.org or call 714738-6595. Free admission.
•4pm:
Singers,
Pianists,
Composers Musical Women of
Fullerton perform at the Fullerton
Community Center, 340 W.
Commonwealth.
Musicians
include pianist Eleanor Nuñez,
Ashley
Mangino,
Brigitte
Bellavoine, Hannah Kim, and
the Merry Wives of Windsor
with Darien DeVries. Tickets are
$35 and include refreshments.
Proceeds go to benefit YWCA
programs to empower women,
end racisim and promote peace.
(714) 871-4488.
TUES, NOV 7
•4:30pm-6pm: Job Search
Workshop: Linkedin at the
Fullerton
Public
Library
Conference Center, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free.
•6:30pm: Fullerton City
Council Meeting at Fullerton
City
Hall,
303
W.
Commonwealth. See the agenda
online at www.cityoffullerton.com
under How Do I and then View
Council Meetings.
•7pm: Fullerton Community
Band Concert “Fall Tapestry”
under the direction of Roberty
Anthony takes place at Kennedy
High School Performing Art
Center, 8281 Walker Street, La
Palma. Donations accepted.

WED, NOV 8
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday
Farmers Market at Independence
Park on Valencia. See Nov. 1 listing
•7pm: Grand Inn Appeal of
determination of Public Nuisance at
Fullerton Planning Commission
meeting at city hall.
THURS, NOV 9
•5pm: 13th Annual Fullerton
Women’s Leadership Forum at the
Fullerton Community Center
Grand
Hall,
304
W.
Hosted
by
Commonwealth.
Fullerton
Councilmember
Fitzgerald and former Mayor Flory
and the Woman’s Club of Fullerton.
Shop at booths hosted by womanowned/operated businesses and
non-profits. Keynote speaker is
Warrior Award Honoree Tamika
Williams, OC Deputy District
Attorney. Others honored at the
event include Leslie McCarthy ,
Gigi Tsontos, and Sally Newton for
Leadership in Education. The
Woman’s Club Leadership Award
will be presented to Dawn Michelle
Usher and Pamela Tonge for their
work with international asylum
seekers who are detainees in Orange
County. Visit www.fullertonwomanleadership.com for info. Free.
SAT, NOV 11
•10:30am:
30th
Annual
Veterans Day Parade & Ceremony
See frontpage article for details and
new ceremony location at Fullerton
College.
•11:30am-3pm: Elks Club
Veterans Day Lunch open to the
public will take place at the Elks
Club, 1400 Elks View Lane, in
Fullerton. Veterans with identification will be served free of charge.
$8/general admissison. Questions?
Call (714)870-1993.
MON, NOV 13
•6pm-9pm: Recipe Exchange &
Tasting & Holiday Boutique presented by the Woman’s Club of
Fullerton at the Christian Life
Center, 404 W. Wilshire Ave.
Fullerton. Free. Public invited.
•7:30pm: Alfredo Rolando
Ortiz on Paraguayan Harp in concert at Fullerton First United
Methodist, 114 N. Pomona Ave.
(at Commonwealth). $20/Adults;
$10/students. Tickets at the door.
Visit www.northocconcerts.org
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MUSIC & THEATER
Plan 9 from
Outer Space
AT

MAVERICK THEATRE

110 E. Walnut Ave, Fullerton
Tickets: (714) 526-7070
www.mavericktheater.com

WindSync Wind Quintet performs Nov. 12.

Fullerton Friends of Music
Free Concert Features WindSync
Fullerton Friends of Music will present
the WindSync Wind Quintet in a chamber music concert on Sunday November
12th at 3:30pm at Temple Beth Tikvah
located at 1600 N. Acacia in Fullerton.
Admission is free.
Hailed by the Houston Chronicle as
“revolutionary chamber musicians”
WindSync is internationally recognized
for dramatic and engaging interpretations
of classical music. The young adventurous group plays exclusively from memory,
including elements of staging and choreography, and focuses on building a connection with audiences through dynamic
concert programming and charismatic

stage presence. WindSync is the Gold
Medalist in the Fischoff National
Chamber Music Competition and winner
of the Concert Artist Guild Victor
Elmaleh International Competition.
The program will include Offenbach’s
Overture to Le Voyage dans La Lune,
Miguel Del Aguila’s Quintet No.2 for
Winds, Holst’s Selections from The
Planets, Buxtehude’s Passacaglia in D
Minor, and Voyager Golden Record Suite
(records that were included in both
Voyager spacecrafts).
For additional information call 562691-7437 or 714-526-5310.

Singer/Pianists at Musical Women
of Fullerton Event November 5
On Sunday, November 5, the YWCA
will host its annual Musical Women of
Fullerton event to bring attention to
women who work, go to school, or live in
Fullerton and are talented musicians. The
concert starts at 4pm in the Fullerton
Community Center's Grand Hall, 340 W.
Commonwealth.
Pianist Eleanor Nuñez will start off the
afternoon performing classical and jazz
piano pieces as well as original compositions. A 5th year piano performance and
conducting major at CSUF, Eleanor serves
as the music director for Fullerton's
Unitarian Universalist Congregation.
Next on the program will be Ashley
Mangino and Brigitte Bellavoine, both
hailing from Fullerton. Ashley and
Brigitte will warm hearts with a set of old
and new tunes in a variety of styles. With
a love for both classical and jazz, these
singer/pianists will weave their music
around the theme “There’s No Place Like

Home.” The pair will present an original
choral composition by Brigitte, and they
will be joined by their friend Hannah
Kim, soprano. Brigitte currently accompanies the dance classes at CSUF, and
Ashley is the choir teacher to many
Fullerton Songbirds.
Rounding out the program will be
Renaissance Faire favorites the Merry
Wives of Windsor, an all-female folk band
blending elements of folk music from the
British Isles and the Americas. Fullerton
resident Darien DeVries is part of this
eclectic lineup.
Tickets are $35 and include light
refreshments. Wine and beer will be available for purchase. All proceeds benefit the
YWCA and its programs to empower
women, end racism and promote peace,
justice, freedom and dignity for all.
Presale tickets are available by calling
the YWCA offices at (714) 871-4488.

Ed Wood’s Plan 9, with its incoherent
plot, jaw-droppingly odd dialogue, inept
acting, threadbare production design, and
special effects so shoddy that they border
on the surreal has often been called the
worst movie ever made. But it’s an oddly
endearing disaster; boasting genuine
enthusiasm and undeniable charm, it is
the work of people who loved movies and
loved making them, even if they displayed
little visible talent. Adapted and directed
by Brian Newell, Plan 9 opens Nov 4th
and plays through the 18th. $20 ($10 for
students with current ID)
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2017

The Woman in Black:
a Ghost Play
AT

STAGES THEATRE

400 E. Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton
Tickets: (714) 525-4484
www.stagesoc.org
The framework of this spine tingler is
unusual: a lawyer hires an actor to tutor
him in recounting to family and friends a
story that has long troubled him concerning events that transpired when he attended the funeral of an elderly recluse. There
he caught sight of the woman in black,
the mere mention of whom terrifies the
locals, for she is a specter who haunts the
neighborhood where her illegitimate child
was accidentally killed. Anyone who sees
her dies! A classic of the genre. Written by
Stephen Mallatratt, based on the novel by
Susan Hill. Directed by David Chorley.
Plays through November 5th.

NOW PLAYING AT
CSUF PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
800 N State College Fullerton
Tickets: (657) 278-3371 pac-boxoffice@fullerton.edu

Cry Baby,
the Musical
Tony-nominated Cry Baby, the
Musical, with music by Adam
Schlesinger, lyrics by David
Javerbaum and book by Mark
O’Donnell and Thomas Meehan
runs through November 12th at
CSUF. The production features
direction by alum Sarah Ripper,
musical direction by Mitchell
Hanlon and choreography by
William F. Lett.
Based on the cult classic 1990
John Waters film, Cry Baby, the
Musical features a delightfully
demented script from the writers
of Hairspray, a rockabilly score
from the co-founder of Fountains
of Wayne, and the executive producer of The Daily Show.
It's 1954. Everyone likes Ike,
nobody likes communism and
Wade “Cry-Baby” Walker is the
coolest boy in Baltimore. $24.

Kelly Rosales and Jeff Garido
in “Cry Baby, the Musical”
showing at CSUF Little Theatre

Bell, Book & Candle
Bell, Book and Candle by John Van Druten is directed by guest artist Elina De Santos
and opens November 17, running through December 10 at CSUF Young Theater.
Gillian Holroyd casts spells and performs feats of supernaturalism. She even casts a spell
over an unattached publisher who falls head over heels in love with her. Unfortunately,
as it turns out, witches can’t fall in love, which presents a clear and crazy conundrum
for dear Gillian.
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FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER PRESENTS

“Step Right Up! Behind the Scenes
of the Circus Big Top 1890 - 1965”

CSUF African American Civic Engagement exhibit includes history
and artifacts on Buffalo Soldiers. PHOTO JESSE LA TOUR

“AFRICAN AMERICAN CIVIC
ENGAGEMENT”
Showcases Buffalo Soldiers
& Titan Alumni
through December 31st at CSUF
Looking at “African American
Civic Engagement” throughout the
decades, Cal State Fullerton’s
African
American
Studies
Department presents a new exhibit
on the contributions of Buffalo
Soldiers during the 1860s and
CSUF’s alumni from a century later
at the Pollak Library CSUF, 800 N.
State College Blvd. Fullerton.
The exhibit, which continues
through Dec. 31 in the library’s
Salz-Pollak Atrium Gallery, coincides with the launch of a new
endowment fund to support
African American studies, faculty
and students.
The exhibit features memorabilia
of the Buffalo Soldiers, African
American soldiers of the 9th and
10th Calvary Regiment of the
United States Army, such as a uniform, Winchester rifle, bicycle,
photos and sculptures of notable
members.
A collection of medals, plaques,
books, documentaries and music
recordings from successful Titan
alumni of the 1960s-1970s also will
be on display.
In addition, the following alumni
will be highlighted in the exhibit:
•Jacques Bordeaux (B.A. sociology ’76), founding director of the
California Science Center’s Science
Center School Project
•Valerie Bordeaux (B.A. communications ’76), former director of
university outreach at Cal State
Long Beach
•Stan Breckenridge (B.A. music
’75), musician, Fulbright scholar,
co-chair and lecturer of African
American studies at CSUF
•Gregory Bunch ’79 (B.A. criminal justice), media, entertainment
and broadcast solutions sales leader

•Edgar Clark, former Titan basketball player
•Carver Cossey, singer, conductor
and educator
•Leonard Guinn, former Titan
basketball player
•Freddie Maxie (B.A. dance ’79),
former “Soul Train” dancer
•Bobby McDonald (B.S. physical
education ’75), president and executive director of the Black Chamber
of Commerce of Orange County
•Mark Saunders (B.A. ethnic
studies-African American studies
’03), program development specialist for the Walt Disney Co.
•James H. Shelby (B.A. ethnic
studies-African American studies
’78), gospel artist
•Jubilant Sykes (B.M. performance ’79), Grammy-nominated
musical artist

RELATED LECTURES
Nov. 6, 10:30am: “A Radical
Experiment: African Americans in
Higher
Education
During
Reconstruction” presented by Tyler
Parry, associate professor of African
American studies
Nov. 14, 1pm: “Researching
African American Family History”
presented by Colleen Greene, marketing librarian
Nov. 30, 1pm: “Music Among
African Americans of the 1860s’70s and 1960s-’70s” presented by
Stan Breckenridge, co-chair and lecturer of African American studies
The lectures and exhibit are open
to the public free of charge at CSUF
Library. On-campus parking is $8
per vehicle for the day/evening or
$2 per hour in “Park and Pay”
spaces. Free on Saturdays.

The Fullerton Museum Center will host an
opening reception for Step Right Up! Behind the
Scenes of the Circus Big Top on Saturday,
November 11th from 6pm to 9pm. The reception includes a preview of the exhibit, curator’s
talks, food, drinks and music. Reception admission is $10 (free for museum members).
The romanticized imagery, backstage stories,
and photographs featured in Step Right Up!
reveal both the fantasy and reality of circus life,
exploring the illusions that played to the imaginations of so many.
As one of America’s oldest theatrical traditions, the circus started as a European transplant in the late 1700s and was perfected in the
US by the likes of John Bill Ricketts and P.T.
Barnum, who first introduced us to sideshow
oddities like the Feejee Mermaid and Tom
Thumb. By 1900, there were more than 100
circuses crisscrossing the country and they were

adept at using all of the advancements of
America’s industrial revolution— the railroad,
color lithography, and mass marketing strategies.
Traveling from coast to coast, circus rail cars
packed with canvas, exotic animal menageries,
strongmen, fat ladies, and roustabouts brought
much needed relief to millions of Americans in
an era spanning the early 20th century, through
the depression and Dust Bowl.
The exhibition is toured by ExhibitsUSA, a
national program of Mid-America Arts
Alliance. More information is available at
www.maaa.org and www.eusa.org.
The exhibit runs until January 7th, 2018.
The Fullerton Museum Center is located at the
corner of E. Wilshire and Pomona, a block
from Harbor. $5/ General admission;
$4/seniors and students; $3/ for children 6-12.
Call (714)738-6545 for more information.

CULTURALLY DISPLACED
Fullerton College Art Gallery,
312 E. Chapman Ave on campus
An exhibit of selections from the Frederick R.
Weisman Art Foundation. Weisman was a pioneering collector who lived in Fullerton in the 1950s,
gaining a respected reputation as the president of
Hunt Foods.
On view are works from the collection exploring
cultures from artists from Cuba to Brazil to Germany
addressing topics including slavery, surveillance, and
identity.
Regular gallery hours are Mon-Thurs 10am-noon
and 2pm to 4pm (evening hours on Nov. 8th, 14th
and 20th from 6pm to 8pm.)
At Right: Bloque Suspendido by Cuban Art Collective
Los Carpinteros 2000 Watercolor

Downtown Fullerton Art Walk
Friday Nov 3, 6-10pm
SMALL BUT MIGHTY:
A Benefit Show for Valerie Lewis
A dear friend and deep rooted community
artist named Valerie Lewis has been diagnosed
with breast cancer. For the past several years,
she has had an art studio in The Magoski Arts
Colony, and has been a regular exhibitor and
curator, winning OC Weekly’s Best Artist of
2014. She also recently started her own art
business here in Fullerton called Art
Academics.
The Magoski Arts Colony and the local community are trying to help her financially and
emotionally as much as we can with an art
show called “Small But Mighty” which
will open on Friday, November 3, 2017 dur-

ing the Downtown Fullerton Art Walk and will
run through the end of December.
For the show we are giving out 320 5x5 inch
birch art blocks to artists to create works. All
pieces will be priced at $75 and all proceeds will
go to our friend Valerie.
Mark your calendars to come support a good
cause.
Friday, Nov. 3 from 6-10pm
The Magoski Arts Colony
223 W. Santa Fe Fullerton, CA 92832
www.magoskiartscolony.com

Women’s Work Group Show at FLDWRK
“Women’s Work,” a new exhibit featuring the
work of nine female artists, all focusing on different mediums, is set for Friday, November 3
from 7pm to 9:30pm as part of the
Downtown Artwalk. FLDWRK,
110 North Harbor Boulevard, Ste.
101, is hosting the event.
Artists participating in the
“Women’s Work” exhibit include:
Mona Ampudia, sea glass/fused
glass jewelry; Leanne Emas,
abstracts;
Vanessa
Harmon,
macrame; Jenifer M. Hernandez,
acrylic; Suzanne Langone, textiles;
Denise Marshall, glass mosaic &
ceramics; Jane Ouweleen, digital
composites; Jyl Russell, ConBrio
designs, gemstone jewelry; and Lisa
Vaughn, Chinese brush painting.

“Serious Fun,” a Southern California trio,
will be performing music from the 60’s and
beyond during the evening. As with all artwalk
venues, admission is free.

Florence Arnold
Young Artist Exhibit
Muckenthaler Cultural Center,
1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton.
www.themuck.org (714)738-6595
An exhibit of the finest works from
seven Fullerton School District schools,
opens with a reception 6:30pm-8:30pm
on Thursday, November 2 and runs
through December 31st.
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At Left:
6th grade teacher
Jody Dyer with
some of the 6th
grade volunteer
Socktober team
members and their
sock collection for
the homeless.
At Right:
Teacher Kimberly
Cleary with two
Hurricane Harvey
team members.

Simira, MacKenzie, Brooklyn, Avery, and Jizel with teacher Mrs. Jody Dyer (holding
Socktober organizer Sarah Blake’s daughter Shirley), with the socks they collected so far.

Young Social Advocates
Helping Others by Alexa Nisbet
Sixth grade students at Rolling Hills
Elementary have been learning a lot more
than greatest common factors and ancient
civilizations so far this school year.
Since school opened in mid-August, the
sixth graders in Jody Dyer’s and Kimberly
Cleary’s classes, fondly referred to as the
“Deary” team for their regular collaboration, have already participated in three
successful service projects in response to
identified needs in both the national and
local community.
When Hurricane Harvey hit in late
August and was quickly followed by
Hurricane Irma, Dyer and Cleary knew
that their students would be seeing the
wreckage on the news.
“We did a brief lesson on the formation
of hurricanes, and had a two-classroom
discussion on the devastation the recent
hurricanes have caused. When we showed
photos from news, the students watched
silently, clearly moved. It was unanimous
that it wasn’t enough to just feel badly for
our fellow Americans in trouble,” said
Dyer, “We immediately agreed that ‘Team
Deary’ needed to do something. Students
researched the charitable organizations
providing aid to the victims, and came
to the conclusion, by vote, that the
American Red Cross was our choice. The
Red Cross needed funds for our citizens,
and we wanted to get them for them.”
Students got to work, forming multiple
committees that included advertising,
funds collection, and accounting. They
went into classrooms across campus and

educated their younger peers about the
importance of donating to the cause, and
many even volunteered their time before
and after school, waving homemade
posters and collecting change from parents at drop off and pick up.
In all, the students raised an impressive
$2,800 that was sent to the Red Cross and
earmarked for Harvey/Irma Relief.
In the midst of their research regarding
the needs of hurricane survivors, the classes stumbled upon information about a
Ms. Bellard in Texas, who lost her entire
5th grade classroom library to
flooding. In response, Dyer and Cleary
asked students to make a list of their
favorite books and included these with a
list of what Ms. Bellard needed replaced,
and they combined these into an Amazon
wishlist that students then shared with
community members and local businesses.
According to Dyer, “Over 120 hardcover and paperback titles were sent to
Ms. Bellard via Amazon, and several boxes
of brand new Scholastic books organized
by Rolling Hills teachers were sent to the
classroom directly. Amazon gift certificates, so the teacher could choose
what she needed, were also sent. Ms.
Bellard and her students are touched and
delighted by all of their new books, and
have expressed their gratitude and love
to ‘Team Deary.’ Many tears of joy have
been shared by both the givers and the
recipients.”
Presently the sixth grade powerhouses

continue to demonstrate their passion for
giving back with their annual “Socktober”
drive in which they gather new pairs of
socks that will be donated to the city’s
homeless population through the
Fullerton Armory. Once again, the sixth
graders can be seen volunteering their
time collecting donated socks before and
after school every Wednesday of the
month, working tirelessly to hit this year’s
goal to surpass last year’s collection of
2,500 pairs. Parent organizer Sarah Blake
acknowledges that this annual service
project has been effective at teaching the
preteens the power of empathy. “Every
year we have a representative from the
Armory come pick up the donations and
there are hugs and tears of happiness. It’s
a very high priority for me that these kids
learn how to empathize with the other
human beings around them.”
Since the “Deary” teacher team has seen
volunteering make such a positive impact
on their students, they have developed an
ongoing role of academic mentor for
which sixth grade students are currently
applying. If chosen, the sixth grade student will spend some portion of their
school week going out to various classrooms, tutoring their younger peers.
According to teacher Kimberly Cleary,
this focus on service is one way to battle

the stress of what many students are seeing on the news these days.
“Unfortunately, sixth graders are aware of
all the turmoil in the world today. To
coincide with our ‘Team Deary’ motto of
‘Be brave and be kind,’ our classrooms
have chosen to focus on positivity and
love in order to empower one another to
combat the cynicism and sadness we see
and hear about on the news.
Jody Dyer and I are proud of our academic program, and how we work hard to
integrate real-life experiences into teaching the standards. However, we are most
proud of the amazing students we are fortunate to educate. Through our community service projects, we get to watch them
grow into more independent, more powerful, braver and kinder humans.”

DONATIONS WELCOME
If you are feeling inspired by the young
social advocates at Rolling Hills
Elementary, you can help them reach their
goal of 2,501 pairs of socks for the armory
by donating new pairs of socks through
the end of October. Donations can be
dropped off in the Rolling Hills
Elementary office, located at 1460 Rolling
Hills Drive in Fullerton.
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Sharing Language and Culture:
The Fullerton Chinese Cultural Association
by Jesse La Tour
Every Saturday, on the campus of
Sunny Hills High School, nearly 300 students from Fullerton and surrounding
cities gather to attend the Fullerton
Chinese School, where they learn about
Chinese language and culture.
The school was formed back in 1989,
by a group of Chinese-American
Fullerton residents in an effort to unite
the local Chinese community, teach the
next generation, and to provide an avenue
for cross-cultural exchange.
The Fullerton Chinese School is part of
a local non-profit called the Fullerton
Chinese Cultural Association (FCCA),
which hosts cultural events and gatherings
such as Chinese New Year.
“A lot of the parents who send their
children to the Chinese school are first
generation immigrants,” says Steven
Ching of FCCA, “They still have some
ties back to China or Taiwan—their roots.
And so they want to pass on that legacy to
the next generation.”
Attendees of the Chinese School also
include second or third generation
Chinese-Americans, and some nonChinese people “who want to come to our
school, hoping to expose their kids to
another culture,” said Ching.
“Let’s face it, we’re living in an increasingly integrated, global society. And I
think it is to their advantage to expose
their children early on to Chinese language and culture,” said Ching.
The Chinese school offers a wide variety
of language-learning options, from traditional pinyin to conversational Chinese.

Above: Students from the Chinese School celebrate Halloween.
Left: A student performs a traditional Chinese New Year dance.

Pinyin is a phonetic Chinese alphabet
using English letters, which makes it easier to learn to speak basic Chinese without
learning the traditional characters.
“We also offer basic conversational
Chinese for non-native speakers,” said
Ching, “how to make simple conversation—enough to communicate if they
happen to be in China or Taiwan.”
The Chinese School teaches a number
of different levels, starting from age 6 to
high school level.
In addition to the Chinese School, the
FCCA also hosts other programs and
classes that cater to different age groups
within the community, such as traditional
Chinese folk dances and singing (which is
popular with seniors). They also offer

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS WELCOME YOU

Orangethorpe
Christian
Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor

Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE
FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

kung fu and tai chi exercise classes.
Last month, FCCA celebrated the
Moon Cake Festival. One of their biggest
celebrations is Chinese New Year.
“It’s a chance for students to experience
what Chinese New Year means,” said
Ching, “Some people wear traditional
clothing. There are dances and traditional
food that we share.”
FCCA is always seeking ways to partner
with the larger Fullerton community.

“This is something we want the next
generation to learn, to bring in the best of
the culture and share it with everyone else
so that we are being understood as a
group—what we believe in and what our
values are,” said Ching.
To learn more about the Fullerton
Chinese Cultural Association and the
Fullerton
Chinese
School,
visit
www.fullertonchinese.org. If you have
questions contact Steven Ching at
schinghk@yahoo.com.

ALTERNATIVE GIFT FAIRE
Bread for the World and the Downtown
Hot Meal Ministry are among 20 vendors
offering unique holiday gifts for family
and friends at the annual Alternative Gift
Faire on Sunday, November 5th at the
First Christian Church, Fellowship Hall,
115 E. Wilshire Avenue.
The festivities, set from 11am to 2pm,
focus on helping those struggling to survive. Some of the non-profit participants

include CareerWise, Caring Companions,
CHOC, Corazon, Crittenton Children’s
Services, Habitat for Humanity, Heifer
International, Joya Scholars, Pathways to
Hope, Guide Dogs for the Blind BAARK
Puppy Club, Third World Handarts and
Chapel on Wheels. Tri-tip sandwiches,
brats and drinks, available for purchase,
will also help the charities. Call: (714)
525-5525 for more information.
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FULLERTON’S FIRST INHABITANTS PART 6:

Rituals and Ceremonies

by Jesse La Tour
The following is part of a series of articles
about the Native American tribe who were
the original inhabitants of Los Angeles and
north Orange County, including Fullerton.
They are called the Gabrieleno Band of
Mission Indians Kizh Nation (or just Kizh).
For this article, I’ll discuss Kizh rituals
and ceremonies. As with every culture, the
Kizh celebrated and honored significant personal and community events (the birth of a
child, the onset of puberty, marriage, death,
the change of seasons) with specific rituals
and ceremonies that were rich with meaning. My source for this information is an
excellent book called “The First Angelinos”
by William McCawley.

boys and girls, involved the creation of a
sand-painting which was a representation
of the universe.

Courtship and Marriage

Marriages created alliances between
families, lineages, and communities.
Ordinary men took one wife, but a
tomyaar might take multiple wives.
When a man wanted to marry a
woman, he might approach her and say, ‘I
wish to wed you’ or ‘We are to be married.’ If the girl was interested, she might
reply, ‘It is well’ or ‘I will inform my parents and you shall know.’
Sometimes, the girl’s parents were
approached first, either by the suitor, or a
professional matchmaker. There were also
Rites of Passage at Birth
arranged marriages, and occasionally mar“Immediately following delivery,” riage by kidnapping.
Courtship involved a ritual exchange of
McCawley writes, “newborn babies were
gifts
(such as fur, beads, and seeds).
given a ritual drink of urine [as part of a
actual marriage ceremony would
The
purification rite] and were displayed to
last
three
to four days. “As the ceremony
the community.” The umbilical cord was
commenced,”
McCawley writes, “the
then cut, removed, and secretly buried,
bride,
adorned
in beads, furs, feathers,
sometimes in the child’s home.
and
paint,
travelled
to her spouse’s home
If a baby was born to a tomyaar (tribal
by
several
shamans and
accompanied
leader), it was bathed by sevolder
women
sent by the
eral elderly midwives who
groom.
Everyone
joined in
As with every
then drank the rinse water,
joyous
dance.
a
culture, the Kizh groom’s family met The
and danced around the
the
father.
celebrated
bride’s
halfway
and
led
Boys were named by their
significant
them
the
rest
of
the
way.
grandfathers, and girls were
At the groom’s home, the
personal and
named by their grandmothbride
undressed and
community events she was
ers.
remained
naked
(the birth of
throughout the ceremony.
Rites of Passage
a child, the
at Puberty
Baskets of seeds were emponset of puberty, tied over the heads of the
Both boys and girls underand groom to denote
marriage, death, bride
went special rites of passage
blessing
and plenty.
at puberty which prepared
the change of
After
the ceremony, as
them “to accept the responsiseasons)
with
with
most
weddings today,
bilities of adulthood and
there
was
dancing.
rituals and
membership in the commu-

ceremonies that
nity.” It also provided an
Death and Mourning
occasion for passing along
were rich with
The Kizh believed that
traditions to a new generameaning.
the soul of a dead person
tion.
lingered around his/her
Boys underwent “a ritual
former home until released
death” to be reborn as a new
man possessing sacred knowledge. The by the performance of the proper cereboys’ rite of passage lasted three days, dur- monies. Thus, the death of an individual
ing which initiates ingested datura, a pow- “initiated a series of rituals intended to
erful hallucinogenic plant usually taken free the spirit of the deceased from this
by shamans. The boys would sing and world and aid it in its journey to the land
dance around a fire, inducing a ‘trance’ of the dead.”
The land of the dead differed dependstate until they were too tired to stand.
“During this hallucinogenic trance,” ing on one’s social status. For tomyaars
McCawley explains, “the boys were and shamans, it was Tokuupar (the heavwatched over by a number of older initi- ens, where they became planets and stars).
For others, who were not of noble rank,
ates who admonished them to stay awake
and observe their visions carefully, and to it might be the borders of the sea, or the
remember the instructions given to them hills, mountains, valleys, or forests. Other
accounts describe the land of the dead as
by their guardian spirits.”
Initiates received instructions on ritual Shiishonga, which lay either below the
practices, and listened to lectures describ- earth or on an island in the west. There
ing the standards of behavior imposed by was a belief that the first Indian settlers
came here from the north and were led by
the creator-god Chengiighngech.
The girls’ puberty ceremony prepared a chief who they believe now lives on an
the participants for their future roles as island and who lives forever.
“To reach the land of the dead,”
wives and mothers, and announced their
McCawley explains, “a soul underwent a
approaching eligibility for marriage.
During the girls’ rite of passage, initiates series of trials that tested its courage and
sat in a dug-out hole, on a heated bed of moral strength.”
Funeral ceremonies generally lasted
fragrant brush for two or three days, and
were permitted to eat very little. The hole three days. The corpse was carried to a
was adorned with feathers, beads, and cemetery or place of cremation (the Kizh
other items. Older women would sing practiced both cremation and burial) as
songs around the hole while younger the community followed in procession,
playing instruments and singing mournwomen danced.
After this, each girl’s face was painted ful songs.
In the case of burial, grave offerings
and she was adorned with necklaces,
bracelets and anklets. The girls’ rite of pas- such as seeds, pots, otter skins, baskets,
sage ended with a foot race to a large rock, wood, bone, and shell beads might be
buried with the body. In the case of crewhere pictographs were painted.
The final part of the ritual, for both mation, all the articles owned or used by

Sun sticks, representing the sun and the Earth’s axis, were used in seasonal celebrations.
the deceased were burned with the body.
After the burial or cremation, shamans
sang songs and mourners covered their
face and hands with ashes as a sign of
grief. Hair was cut depending on one’s
relation to the deceased. A mourning period of one year was observed.
In addition to the funeral ceremonies,
the Kizh also observed an Annual
Mourning Ceremony to honor the souls
of the dead, which was held in conjunction with the Harvest Festival.
The ceremony, which usually lasted
eight days, was characterized by elaborate
rituals involving singing, dancing, and
telling the story of the death of Wewyoot,
the mythical first chief.
As part of the Mourning Ceremony, an
elaborately-dressed young man (who may
have been a representation of the creatorgod Chengiichngech) would dance and
undertake a “magical flight” to lead the
souls of the dead into the afterworld.

Seasonal Rituals and Ceremonies
The changing of the seasons was often
the occasion for celebrations, rituals, and
ceremonies.
At midsummer, in celebration of the
summer solstice, shamans would dig a
hole, and insert something called a “sunstick” (a wooden shaft about 15 inches
long, topped with a sandstone disc). The
shaft was a physical representation of the
earth’s axis, and the disc represented the
sun. Shamans would pray and put valuables in a big basket as offerings to the sun
for crop increase.

Ballotpedia.org/Verbatim
Great Political Fact Check Site
https://ballotpedia.org/Fact_check/Was_Sen._
Josh_Newman_the_deciding_vote_on_Calif
ornia%27s_gas_tax_increase%3F

The Kizh Harvest Celebration honored
the female earth diety and gave thanks to
her for the harvest of wild fruits and seeds.
It lasted four days and there was a big fiesta attended by delegations from neighboring tribes. The celebration involved songs,
dances, and “showering the spectators
with corn, beans, chia, and islay seeds.”
“The members of the Portola
Expedition may have witnessed
a…Harvest Celebration in July of 1769,”
McCawley writes, “While travelling
through Brea Canyon the explorers came
upon a community of ‘more than seventy
souls’ who were ‘having a feast and dance
to which they had invited their neighbors
of the river called Jesus de los Temblores
[the Santa Ana River].”
The Winter Solstice Fiesta happened in
late December, with the main ceremony
on the 24th. A religious figure called a
paxaa erected the sunstick “to ritually
‘pull’ the sun back from its declining winter course and thereby return the earth to
fruitfulness.” The paxaa told the people to
heed the wonder of the sun’s power and
made predictions regarding crops and
weather for the upcoming year.
Stay tuned for the next installment of
Fullerton’s First Inhabitants!

Make a Difference
Serve on the 2018-2019

OC Grand Jury

A one-year commitment for residents
of Orange County who are
US citizens and 18 or older.
Apply by January 26, 2018
More information and application
available online at:

www.ocgrandjury.org

BALANCE & CHANGE
The Importance of Taking Time Off
As I write this, I am preparing to go
on vacation. I am very excited about
our vacation and cannot wait until we
actually leave. I realize that I have gotten increasingly cranky lately. I need
time to relax. I need some time off.
Which is what this column is about. All
of us need time off!
I heard a speaker who declared that
every week we need a date, every
month a weekend away, every year, a
week vacation. Now while I think that
is a delightful idea, it is not always realistic, especially if we have children, no

money or both! But the sentiment is
right on. We all need time off!
We need time to re-charge and relax.
We need time to play - with no phones,
e-mails, pagers and the other million
ways we have of staying in touch with
the world. By unplugging and letting
go, we can get in touch with what is
truly important: ourselves, our family,
peace, tranquility, sleep!
So, take some time and let go. Even if
it is only for a weekend, or an evening
or fifteen minutes, but allow yourself to
re-charge. I know I will!

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT Individual, Couple & Family Therapy
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5
www.michellegottlieb.com
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LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call 714-525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides space
for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide valid
license. Editor reserves right to reject any
ad not considered suitable for our family
newspaper.
Sorry, we do not accept date ads, get
rich schemes or financial ads of any sort.
Call (714) 525-6402 for details.
The cost of a classified is $10 for 50
words or less per issue. Payment is by
check only.
Items and services that are free and lost
and found items and lost pet listings are

EMPLOYMENT

CITY JOB OPENINGS
(updated October 23, 2017)

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and
click on the “How Do I” tab and then
“City Employment.” Apply online by
clicking on the “Apply” link or visit
Fullerton City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth Ave.
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker
Part time, no benefits.
$10.50-$12/hr
•Building Inspector I/II
Full Time,
$4,579 - $6,248/monthly.
•Library Clerical Assistant
1000 hours per year, no-benefits
$15-$20/hourly.
•Community Services Specialist
$11.25-$12/hr. No benefits.
•Community Services Leader
$10.50-$11/hr. No benefits.
•Police Officer Lateral/Academy
Trained. $5,868-$7,489/monthly.
Must be currently employed as
full-time police officer. Performs
sworn police duties in prevention
of crime & enforcement of law
and order.
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2017
ANSWER KEY
At left is the answer
key to the crossword
puzzle on page 7:
“SCARY MOVIE
QUOTES”.

printed for free as space allows.
The Observer assumes no liability for
ads placed here. However, if you have a
complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at (714) 525-6402.
Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to
inquire about business licenses.
For contractor license verification go to
the California State Contractor License
Board website at www.cslb.ca.gov. Once
there click on the red link on the left of
the page which will take you to a screen
where you can enter the name, contractor
number, or business to make sure they are
legit.
Thank You!

Fullerton-born resident
Valerie Brickey
has been
constructing puzzles
for numerous years.
She has agreed to keep
us entertained with
more in the future!

WANT ROOM to RENT
NEED ROOM

A responsible, mature, working woman
with small pets needs a room to rent in
Fullerton or surrounding cities. Please call
(714)930-9894.

STUDIO FOR RENT

AVAILABLE DEC 1, 2017

Unfurnished 500-sq-ft studio in quiet
neighborhood, car space next to entrance,
located close to equestrian trail, great for
walking/biking. Non-smoker, no overnights,
no pets. $1150/mo plus $600 refundable
deposit. Call Jane (714) 738-8622.

•Police Cadet. (no benefits,
part time) $11.50/hr.
FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOB OPENINGS
(updated 10/23/2017)

Details regarding each job opening with
complete job descriptions can be found
on www.Edjoin.org search Fullerton
Elementary. Regular positions offer paid
holidays, sick leave and vacation.
Applicants who may need a reasonable
accommodation for interviewing or testing must notify the Classified Personnel
Department at (714) 447-7455 at least 3
business days prior to the testing date.
•Custodian I - On-Call Substitute
$17.89/hr Deadline 11/13/17
•Health Assistant - On-Call
Substitute $17.89/hr
•Instructional Assistant/Recreation
Part time: $15.42/hr - $19.74/hr
Deadline 11/13/17
•Instructional Assistant/Recreation
On-call Substitute $15.42/hr
Deadline 11/14/17
•Instructional Assistant/Regular
Part time $15.41 -$19.74/hr
Deadline 11/14/17
•Instructional Assistant/Regular
On-Call Substitute $15.41/hr
Deadline 11/14/17
•Instructional Assistant/Special Ed I
Part time $16.63-$21.26/hr
Deadline 11/14/17
•Instructional Assistant/Special Ed I
On-Call Substitute $15.41/hr
Deadline 11/14/17

BEAUTY & HEALTH

AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry,
or Nutrilite products
please call Jean (714) 349-4486.

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

CITY VOLUNTEER JOBS
(updated October 9, 2017)

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Volunteer
Opportunities.”
Call
Volunteer Coordinator Emilie Boutry at
(714)738-3324 to learn more.
•Administrative Assistance
Assisting
Parks
&
Recreation
Department staff (on as needed basis).
•Marketing
PR, Graphic Design & Photography
•Youth Programs Assist in afterschool
programs for children & teens.
•Youth Mentor
Mentoring program for at-risk youth.
•Museum Docent Contact Museum
Educator Aimee Aul at (714)738-3136.
•Park Clean-ups Contact Parks Project
Specialist Douglas Pickard at (714)7383330.
•Senior Programs Contact Parks &
Rec Assistant Vickie Wiles at (714)7383341.
•Special Events Contact Recreation
Supervisor Amanda Arbiso at (714)7383338.

Are you willing to
physically show up
for immigrants in the
community when they are
being threatened?

United We Dream

https:actionnetwork.org/
forms/immigrantsare-heretostay

Happy 100th
Birthday Myron!
Myron Bantrell was born on October
8, 1917 at Rochester, New York near
Lake Ontario at the beginning of
World War I. One hundred years later
he is still alive and well and celebrated
his birthday with OLLI friends.
Myron’s education included a degree
in Chemical Engineering from the
University of Rochester on the Genesee
River. Afterwards, he was hired by a
large chemical company and moved to
Niagra Falls for a year alloying metals.
Then back to Rochester to work for the
Army Ordnance for three years.
The world was at war again and
Myron chose to enlist in the Navy as an
Ensign - eventually becoming a lieutenant after three years. He inspected
proximity fuses at RCA in
Bloomington, Indiana.
He met Bonnie and together they
had four children, but later divorced
after 11 years. With the war drawing to
a close, he was sent to the Pentagon for
contract training that allowed him to
close government contracts.
After he was discharged from the
Navy in 1946, Myron went back home
to work for Eastman Kodak for 11
years doing engineering and quality
control. He then moved to California
to work with his father who was
President of the Pilcro Corporation.
Later he moved on to Aerojet in
Downey where he met and married his
second wife. After her death he transferred to Fullerton where he was the
Program Manager for the propulsion
system on the Moon Lander which

Myron at the OLLI celebration of his
100th Birthday. PHOTO DENNY BEAN
arrived on target in the summer of
1969.
He was a member of the bowling club
and that’s where he met Pumpkin, AKA
Genevieve, who also worked for Aerojet.
She must have been a good bowler
because they were married in January of
1965. As this was the third marriage for
him and the second for Pumpkin, they
had a total of six children. This resulted
in nine grandchildren and twelve great
grandchildren.
After
Aerojet,
the
Fairchild
Corporation in Manhattan Beach asked
him to help out with the development
of the Amonia Boiler System for the
Space Shuttle. It was a long commute
from Fullerton, using a special bus service with some of the other staff.
About 25 years ago Myron and
Pumpkin joined the Continued
Learning Experience at CSUF (now
Osher Lifelong Learing Institute).
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DIA DE LOS MUERTOS
AT FULLERTON COLLEGE
by Jesse La Tour
On October 26th from 6-10pm, hundreds of students,
faculty, families, and community members gathered in the
quad at Fullerton College for the school’s 24th annual Dia
de Los Muertos (Day of the Dead) celebration.
The Day of the Dead, which traces its origins to ancient
Aztec culture, features gatherings of family and friends to
pray for and remember loved ones who have died. Students
and community members set up ofrendas, which are collections of objects (such as food, drink, flowers, and photos) to
remember loved ones who have passed.
“We are here tonight to celebrate the beauty and gift of
life through the recognition of death,” said event organizer
Gerald Padilla, who teaches ethnic studies at Fullerton
College.
“This is a tremendous tradition that we hope to continue
for many years and serve our community, and bring the
families to Fullerton College,” said Dr. Gilbert Contreras,
VP of Student Services, “We are home of many programs
that help you earn a career or certificate to help improve
your access to the American dream.”
Students from ethnic studies classes and various clubs at
Fullerton College set up their own unique displays.
A young Marine set up a display in honor of his grandfather, a Vietnam veteran who passed away in 2015.
“My grandfather fought in Vietnam, and when he came
back from the war, he had PTSD and he became an alcoholic…I didn’t even know his name until this project. He
was Robert E. Payne,” said Lance Corporal Payne, who
wants his display to bring PTSD awareness because “it doesn’t just affect them; it affects their families.”
Jose Romero of the student group Queer People of Color
said “I put some images of some of my family members and
the rest of them are important LGBT people throughout
history such as Frida Khalo, Harvey Milk, Silvia Rivera, and
Jose Sarria.”
In addition to honoring family and friends, many of the
dispays also paid homage to important historical figures and
events of Mexican American history. Chicano Studies student Allison Aguilar helped set up a display honoring the
establishment of Chicano Park in San Diego, and the artists

Ballet Folklorico Macondo, one of several groups performing at the annual Fullerton College
Dia de los Muertos event held on October 26th. PHOTO JESSE LA TOUR
and activists who made that happen, such
as Laura Rodriguez and Charles Felix, an
important Mexican American muralist.
Andrea Meza, another Chicano Studies
student, helped create a display commemorating the Chicano Moratorium demonstration of 1970, in which thousands of
Mexican American women protested
against the disproportionate number of
Latinos who were being killed in the
Vietnam War.
The display also honored important
Latino journalists Raul Ruiz and Ruben
Salazar, who was killed that day by law
enforcement.
At Left:
Students and
community
members set up
ofrendas, which
are collections of
objects (such as
food, drink,
flowers, and
photos)
to remember
loved ones who
have passed.
At Right:
Traditional Aztec
dancers perform.
PHOTOS BY
JESSE LA TOUR

Fullerton College student
Andrea Riley, president of
Sociology Club, also sought to
raise awareness through her
club’s display. “Every year we try
to do an educational twist to
our altars,” said Riley,
“Last year we focused on suicide awareness. This year, we’re
raising awareness for organ

donation, supporting the group
Donate Life.”
In addition to the many colorful and educational displays
and free food, the Day of the
Dead celebration featured performances by Aztec dancers, the
group
Ballet
Folklorico
Macondo, a children’s dance
group and more.

