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Fullerton March for Science Draws
Scientists, Politicians, and Citizens

GRAND INN HEARING
UPDATE by Sinh Dang

story and photos by Jesse La Tour

At the April 24 continued public nuisance hearing, the Grand Inn lead attorney Stuart Miller called five witnesses to
the stand: former city manager Joe Felz,
neighboring business owner James Renick
Sr., former chief of police Dan Hughes,
FPD Lieutenant Andrew Goodrich, and
policing expert Dr. Barry Brooks.
Defense attorney Miller stated that he
wanted establish a few important key
points such as 1) GI is not a public nuisance, 2) There was a political motivation
to shut down GI, and 3) There was a pattern of preferred treatment and selected
persecution by the FPD and the city.

An estimated 1,000-1,500 people participated in the Fullerton March for Science
on Earth Day, April 22, which began at
City Hall with a rally and wove its way
through downtown Fullerton.
The March was part of hundreds of satellite demonstrations in cities across America
and the world, which sought to encourage
both elected officials and citizens to value
science and its contributions, especially in
the context of our current presidential
administration’s proposed cuts to research,
protecting the environment, and public
health.
The March, organized by CSUF student
Jeff Rosenblum and retired physics professor Mark Shapiro, was peaceful and included a diverse array of scientists, politicians,

and citizens young and old. “Science is
really what’s uniting us in this climate we
live in,” Rosenblum said to a sea of people
gathered in front of Fullerton City Hall,
“To continue this great work, I want to
make sure that everyone is registered to
vote. I want to ask that we take steps to
ensure that the political process remains
open to everyone and that scientific inquiry
is in the minds of everybody.”
Local State Senator Josh Newman, who
recently received public criticism for his
support of the California fuel tax, spoke of
the need for legislation that protects the
environment, and for investment in clean
energy, as opposed to coal and oil, which
are the focus of the current administration.
continued on pages 10 & 11

Police Arrest Abduction Attempt Suspect
On April 24 at approximately 1pm,
Fullerton police officers responded to the
area of Richman and Valencia on a call
involving a 16-year-old female who told
them she had been walking on Richman just
south of Valencia when a male, unknown to
her, pulled up alongside in a tan-colored
pick-up truck and yelled multiple times for
her to “Get in the car” and then followed her
as she walked southbound.
He fled when she took out her cell phone
to make a call for help. The incident was
reported on the Fullerton Observer website
and on TV newscasts.
On April 26, a citizen saw the vehicle
described in reports (photo at right) and
called police. They responded to the 700
block of N. Harbor, and located the driver,
identified as Jose Ascencion Obregon, 44, of
Fullerton. He was initially arrested on pos-

session of a controlled substance. After the
16-year-old positively identified the suspect, the violation of Annoying or
Molesting a Child under 18 was added.
The investigation is on-going because
there may be other victims. Anyone with
information of this incident, or a similar
incident is asked to call FPD Family
Crimes Detective Mike McCaskill at
(714) 738-6762. Anonymous calls can be
made to OC Crime Stoppers at 1(855)
TIP-OCCS or at www.occrimestoppers.org.

continued on page 5

What to Do
After the Drought
The drought has been declared over….
do we still need to conserve water?
This and other questions prompted
Neighbors United for Fullerton (NUFF)
to offer “Groundwater, Drinking Water,
and Greywater,” a free public forum on
Monday, May 15, at 6:45pm in the
Fullerton Library Osborne Room. In
keeping with NUFF’s tradition of scheduling an annual forum on home landscaping, two experts will address why it is still
important to save water and some practical ways to do so.
Dr. Kristine Percy is a local family
physician and a graduate of the LA
County Master Gardener Program and
The Permaculture Academy’s design
course. She has installed a greywater system in her Fullerton home and has also
created a landscape that is lovely, edible,
and nutritious.
continued on page 18
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends in 1978, is
staffed by local citizen volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout
our community.
This venture is a not-for-profit one with all
ad and subscription revenues plowed back into
maintaining and improving our independent,
non-partisan, non-sectarian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton residents
about the institutions and other societal forces
which most impact their lives, so that they may
be empowered to participate in constructive
ways to keep and make these private and public
entities serve all residents in lawful, open, just,
and socially-responsible ways.
Through our extensive local calendar and
other coverage, we seek to promote a sense of
community and an appreciation for the values
of diversity with which our country is so
uniquely blessed.
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COMMUNITY OPINIONS

The Meaning of
Trump Comments
“I am cutting Meals on Wheels.”... Old
people eat too much. Why should the young
pay to feed the old?
“I am cutting art funding for the
schools.”...Kids don't need art. The only
color they need is gold. I have all my homes
and hotels done in gold!
“I am cutting funding for the humanities.”... What are the humanities anyway?
“I am cutting funding for Education.”...
Most don't need education. I got an education and used it to get someone else to write
my book; 'Art of The Deal'. Get 'street
smarts' it’s all one needs.
“I am cutting funding for the EPA.”...
This Climate Change is a hoax and we got
clean air. Look we can see the sun!
“Funding for the poor makes no
sense.”... Robbing Peter to pay Paul when
Paul won't get a job. Throwing good money
after bad.
“I am cutting Food Stamps.”... They use
it to buy cigarettes and lottery tickets hoping
they'll get rich.
“I
am
defunding
Planned
Parenthood.”... Aborting a baby just
because a woman has been raped is wrong.
The father may want to keep that baby!
“I don't gotta show ya no stinkin’ tax
returns. Only fake news reporters want
them anyway. Public don't care except for
paid protesters!”
“My daughter and I have no interests in
our companies.”... The fact contracts were
made on the same day we met with the head
of China is mere coincidence.
“Bill O'Reilly is a fine man... I have had
many experiences with Bill and each one
was enjoyable.”...I don't know how it has
come to pass that telling a woman she has a
nice bust is a crime and touching it is a
death sentence. Woman's Rights! All they did
was take away men's rights!
“I am increasing the Military budget by
fifty four billion dollars.”... We may end up
a stupid nation but we will blow the smart
ones out of the water!
Yes its true that millions of tax payer dollars are spent each week to send me and my
family to Florida so I can play golf. Yes its
true that I have golfed more than Obama
did whom I criticized for doing it. But what
people fail to notice is that I am white and
he is black!
Thomas Pari Anaheim

PHOTO BY MATTHEW GUSH

CORRECTIONS
The article “Victims of Violence Find a
Voice Through the Clothesline Project at
Fullerton College & CSUF,) page 12, Mid
April issue - incorrectly credited the above
photo. Correct credit goes to photographer Matthew Gush, at Cal State
University Fullerton. Sorry for the error.
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Memories Brought on by Emerson Little’s
Knott’s Berry Farm Column
Reading the article about the Knott’s
Berry Farm auction brought back some
wonderful childhood memories. I, too,
went to friends’ birthday parties at Knott’s
back when it was free. We would have
cake and open presents in little stationary
boats around the edge of the lake, then
feed the seals and go to the petting zoo.
The highlight was seeing the little devil

cranking up the volcano to make it
explode.
In the summer, my parents would drop
us off at Jungle Island where, for ten cents,
we could spend all day playing hide and
go seek. Knott’s was a big part of my
childhood, and I loved reading about it
again. Keep up the good work!
Craig Boxley Fullerton

Despite Promises - No Coverage for Those with
Pre-Existing Conditions in GOP Health Plan
From the start of this health care debate
a promise has been repeated: The practice
of discriminating against people with preexisting conditions will not be allowed!
In fact, Representative Ed Royce even
agreed with the Pre-existing Conditions
Protections Act of 2017, introduced by
Rep. Greg Walden from Oregon, which is
designed to ensure that enrollees cannot
have benefits excluded from a plan due to
pre-existing conditions and that patients
will not pay more based on their health
care status.
However, the latest amendment to the
American Health Care Act (put forward
by Republicans) reneges on that promise.
It allows states an option of waiving the
ban on health status rating if they have a
high-risk pool. this will usher in a patchwork health care system where patients
can be charged more for having pre-existing conditions and cancer patients could
be priced out of the market.

States would also be allowed to waive
the requirements that health coverage
must include Essential Health Benefits,
leaving cancer patients and survivors with
no guarantee that chemotherapy, prescription drugs, prevention services, or hospitalization would be covered.
These moves would turn back the clock
to when individuals with pre-existing conditions like cancer would essentially be
denied coverage in certain states.
Please join me in calling on
Representative Ed Royce to stand by his
promise and vote against the AHCA and
the McArthur Amendment.
Steven J. Hoffman Fullerton
Volunteer, American Cancer Society Cancer
Action Network (ACS-CAN)
Call Representative Ed Royce’s office at
714-255-0101 or write or visit the office
at 210 W. Birch Street, Suite 201, Brea,
CA 92821-4504

About Racism in the Current Administration
In response to the recent signed letters
discussing racism by the current administration - I applaud both the honesty and
courage of the writers.
Racism is a hot button issue and causes
uncomfortable conflict, especially when
we need to acknowledge that it is alive and
thriving in America. If we look at the definition of racism as the belief that all
members of each race possess characteristics or abilities specific to that race, especially so as to distinguish it as inferior or
superior to another race or races is the
foundation to which we can address
racism.
The current White House administration has taken specific actions that speak
both loudly and subtly to reinforce
racism.
A recent example is the 2017 White
House Easter Egg Roll. Innocent enough
but if you look closely all of the children
who participated in this event were white
children (google the pictures); what happened? The administration failed to
extend an invitation to inner city
Washington DC schools, predominately
children of color, who have been traditionally invited to participate by prior
administrations, including both of the
Bush presidencies.
Let’s take a closer look at the current
White House Cabinet; it is made up of all
white, predominately male appointees,
with no representatives from people of
color. This says volumes on racism and
sexism (but this is a topic for another editorial).
When Trump was challenged by a lawsuit brought by students of his Trump
University, the sitting judge who ruled
against Trump University was accused by
Trump of being biased because he was
Mexican and therefore retaliating because
of the proposed Trump Anti-Immigration
Wall.
These are all actions and subtle messages chosen by the Trump administration
when they had other options. What can
we do about racism? We need to set aside

our emotional response to the word
“racism” and begin to look at the actions
of this current administration. We need to
hold them accountable and ourselves
accountable in developing a conscious
effort to judge people by their actions, not
their race or the color of their skin.
This is not a new concept. Martin
Luther King gave a timeless speech on this
dream, “not to judge a person by the color
of his skin, but by the content of his character.”
I recognize that all of the letters to the
editor are reflections of people in our
community feeling passionate. They
believe either racism exists or does not
exist. Hopefully we can agree to disagree
and start a conversation overlooking the
color of a person’s skin and focus on the
administration's character or even more
importantly, his/her character.
Anonymous due to business concerns
Fullerton

HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION
Community Opinion pages are a
free forum for the community. The
Observer welcomes letters on any
subject of interest. Comments are
the opinions of the writer, may be
shortened for space, and typos may
be corrected (if we notice them).
We must verify your identity, but
anonymous letters or those appearing with initials and town are
accepted if the writer can make a
case that revealing his/her name
would be a problem.

Email to:
observernews@earthlink.net
Or Mail to:
Fullerton Observer,
PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834
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Amazing Show of Support for the Public/Private
Partnership of OC Human Relations and
the Commission and the Work They Do
What a heartwarming experience to see
100 folks turn up at the OC Board of
Supervisors April 25th meeting to support
OC Human Relations and our contract to
staff the public Commission. And to the
20 people who spoke - words cannot
express the appreciation we hold for you.
Memorable moments included:

OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2017 JonDobrer@mac.com

Misstatements, Lies & Mendacity
Where the hell is our 6th Fleet? Did ordered deployment in order to let coolwe lose it in the mid Pacific? Or, have we er heads prevail or at least be heard?
This event, cum debacle, is a microcompletely lost it in Washington, DC?
General Kelly said it was steaming cosm of the challenge of understanding,
towards the Korean Peninsula. Sec of critiquing and responding to the stateDefense James Mattis reported the Carl ments, misstatements, lies, deceptions
Vinson carrier battle group had with- and delusions that emanate from their
drawn from planned operations with interviews, press briefings and tweets.
Australia and was being re-deployed to We are by now pretty secure that little
can be taken at face value.
Korea. Sean Spicer assured us
What we have to do is a
it was headed to Korea.
President Trump bragged that
What we have kind of truth triage and
we were sending an “Armada” to do is a kind attempt to categorize what
more or less accurate,
to Korea. (Does he know the
of truth triage iswhat
is spin, what has
historic connotations of
Armada? I have a sinking feel- and attempt to been bent, folded and
mutilated beyond recogniing not.)
categorize
When none of this turned what is more or tion or resemblance to any
reality.
out to be true, many felt
less accurate, actual
Then there is a whole
forced to reconsider the philowhat is spin,
new category being
sophical nature of Truth. Were
they lying to us? It’s sometimes
and what has employed by this administration and that is what
necessary to lie for national
been bent,
I’ll call “Pre-Mature
security reasons. After all, Sir
folded and
Truth.” This is Trump
Harold Nicholson distinmutilated
defending his non factual
guished between soldiers and
Tweet by claiming that it
diplomats by writing that
beyond
“Soldiers are payed to die for
resemblance wasn’t true then but it is
These are new catetheir country while diplomats
to any actual now.
gories of truthiness “preare payed to lie.” Were they
reality.
maturely
true”
and
lying, or to put it more gener“retroactively true.” The
ously, deceiving us? Were we
Vinson Carrier Group is
the target of fake news or was
our government trying to bluff the now headed north (we’re told) so the earlier releases were just in the wrong tense.
North Koreans?
Either response could be good or bad This is literally a “tense” situation. This
on its own, but a third possibility may be rationale was also used to defend
the most frightening: Our top leaders Trump’s allegation that Obama “tapped
from the White House to Defense his wires.” He didn’t really know it at the
Department really didn’t know where time but later claimed that Rep. Nunes’s
also deeply inaccurate charges made him
the hell the carrier group was going.
There is a fourth possibility, which feel “vindicated.” This feeling he thinks
might be either the best or worst reason proves that he was kind of right even
for our seemingly comprehensive, yet when he was wrong or just releasing his
incomprehensible, ignorance. Were ele- opinion in advance of any actual facts.
Alice is becoming dizzy gazing into
ments of the military not complying
with orders because they thought Trump this funhouse looking glass.
was out of his mind? In other words, was
www.Dobrer.com
this a passive mutiny, a choice to stall an
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer

Join Jon at the Pasadena Ice House
for Laughter & in Support of CareerWise
Comedian Jon Dobrer opens for Fritz Coleman at 7pm, Sunday, May 7 at
the Ice House in Pasadena. 60% of ticket revenue goes to Fullerton non-profit
CareerWise which guides homeless people to sustained employment, hope,
dignity and independence. Tickets are $15 and available online at
http://icehousecomedy.com/event.cfm?id=482440&cart

1. Rabbi Steinberg gave a countdown of
the 10 top reasons he was honored to support the OC Human Relations
Commission.
2. Mike Penn of OC Interfaith
Network raised the interfaith view of our
collaboration on restoring civility.
3. Jim Lehmann on our diverse county
image and how OC Human Relations
and friends at the meeting today reflected
that beautiful mosaic.
4. Becky Esparza’s heartfelt story of
coming to the Commission when her
family and neighborhood were under
siege from the police.
5. Susan Reese’s tribute to the
public/private partnership that made us
strong, and that her support wasn’t about
politics, as she and her husband were
Republicans and business owners.
6. Susan Fothergill from Huntington
Beach talking about collaboration with
OC Human Relations for their Race
Unity Day.
7. Ken Inouye urging support for the
non-profit contract to provide staff support, at this time in our country when we
are in need of models of civility.
8. Peg Corley, Laura Kanter, Tony Tino,
Danny Cacera, and Luis Gomez all from
the LGBT Center OC lending their support, including the moving comment
from Danny that the Commission
“Listening Session” with the Trans community had meant so much because we
were saying, “We see you,” and he felt that
was so meaningful to him.
9. The Ball Jr. High School principal
sharing how when her school was turned
upside down by the off-duty LAPD officer discharging his weapon amid a bunch
of her kids, that OC Human Relations
was there the next day running
Restorative Healing Circles and meeting
with literally hundreds of kids. She said
that work of Commission and non-profit
staff together had an incredible impact.
10. The elderly founder of the
Community Housing Corporation, Allan
Baldwin, sharing the importance of the
dialogues we held after 9/11 and the way
we provided a “shield against hate.”
11. Rabbi Einstein sharing his support
from the perspective of an interfaith
activist and retired Fountain Valley Rabbi.
12. Dr. Gurpreet and Dr. Jasjit Singh
Ahuja sharing their compelling perspectives on the value and importance of OC
Human Relations to the Sikh and other
diverse communities in fighting bullying,
developing diverse youth leaders, and preventing intolerance in young people. And
in support of the innovative public/ private partnership.
13. Nora Mendez of the Community
Housing Corp. lending her support, and
offering a homeless family at the meeting
shelter.
14. Rossina Gallegos sharing her own
immigrant story coming from Guatamala
City where such public debate was not
tolerated.
15. The grassroots leaders from the
ABC neighborhood, Padres en accion.
16. Sam Romero from the early days
of
Santa
Ana
Neighborhood
Organization, (now OCCCO).

17. Peter Levi the director of the AntiDefamation League who spent the morning at the meeting but had to leave before
his turn to speak came up.
18. Reverend Karen Stoyanoff, Lin
Fujitsubo, and dozens of other friends.
19. And the dozens of brilliant letters
of support sent to the Board offices, calls
made to the Supervisors, and contacts
made with their offices in support of OC
Human Relations and the Commission.

WHERE WE ARE:
Supervisors Steel and Do had our funding removed from the Board of
Supervisors Agenda April 25 (even though
we had the winning bid), set themselves
up as an Ad-hoc Committee of two, and
made three allegations about our nonprofit:
• That we violated the Brown Act. Even
though I have been running the
Commission for 41 years and no one has
ever complained about this before. And
County Counsel recently refuted
Commissioner Sean Thomas’ charge that
our Executive Committee violates the
Brown Act.
•.That we disregarded a board directive.
While we do not know what this actually
means, it is not something that we would
ever do knowingly.
• That we blur the lines between the nonprofit and Commission. This is, a no-win
accusation, as the non-profit was established to support Commission programs.
But the non-profit has taken and will take
additional steps to separate the
Commission and insure a more independent operation. The biggest step here was,
of course, my retirement which is in
process.

WHERE WE GO FROM HERE:
We are not sure where we go from here.
Much depends on Supervisors Steel and
Do and their true intent in the investigation of these minor charges. What allegations they are actually making to cast this
shadow on the operation of our non-profit has not been shared.
Our hope is that now that we have had
a chance to report on all of the changes we
undertook in response to their concerns at
today’s meeting the Supervisors will be
supportive.
We hope that as they come to understand the additional steps that are being
taken and planned for, that they will find
that OC Human Relations is a great partner in this innovative public/private partnership.
Finally we hope they will allow our winning bid to be funded, and the new
Commission can get underway with the
understanding of their mission from the
Board of Supervisors, commitments to
the Board of Supervisors, and strategic
priorities for issues in the coming years.
(Most of the Commissioners are newly
appointed and just learning what their
charge is).
What we are sure of is that today the
amazing voices of good rang from the
diverse corners of our county, all in support of the terrific people here at OC
Human Relations and Commission.
board members, staff, commissioners, and
volunteers…such an honor to work with
you today!
Sincerely,
Rusty Kennedy, Chief Executive Officer
OC Human Relations, 1300 S. Grand,
Bldg B, Santa Ana, CA 92705
714.480.6585
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES by Jesse La Tour
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video
of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast at 3pm and 6pm
the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

April 18 Council Meeting

Next Council Meeting is Tues., May 2 at 6:30pm.
Come see your local government in action!
•CLOSED SESSION: Before every City Council meeting, there is a “Closed Session” in
which members of council meet with various parties outside view of the public.
According to the agenda provided by the City Clerk, in this meeting’s closed session,
council met with a number of city public employee unions, including police and fire,
to discuss negotiating salaries, benefits, and working conditions. They also discussed
two lawsuits against the city: Randy Weston v. City of Fullerton and Antonio Ortiz and
Luiz Ortiz v. City of Fullerton Et Al. In his closed session report, City Attorney
Richard Jones said that council voted 4-1 (Fitzgerald “no”) to settle the Weston case for
$75,000. After a prayer and the pledge of allegiance, the public meeting began.

Council Deadlocked Over Recycling Funds
City Council and staff discussed the
best ways for Fullerton to spend a grant of
$87,000 from California’s Department of
Resources Recycling and Recovery
(CalRecycle), a state program that “works
toward a society that uses less, recycles
more, and takes resource conservation to
higher and higher levels.” The grant
money comes with stipulations that it be
used by a certain date, and that it be used
for beverage container recycling programs.
The main point of discussion was
whether to give the money to Fullerton’s
Department of Parks and Recreation, so
they can purchase park furnishings made
from recycled materials, or to allow local
Fullerton-based non-profit organizations
(such as All the Arts for All the Kids) to

compete for portions of the grant money.
Council member Jesus Silva made a
motion to split the money between Parks
and Rec and local non-profits, which
Mayor Whitaker supported. Council
member Jennifer Fitzgerald and Mayor
Pro-Tem Doug Chaffee made a motion to
give all the money to Parks and Rec.
Ultimately, because council member
Greg Sebourn was absent, the vote resulted in a 2-2 deadlock: Silva and Whitaker
opting to share the money with local nonprofits, Fitzgerald and Chaffee wanting to
give it all to Parks and Rec.
The item will be brought back for discussion in two weeks, which is not good
for local non-profits, because the proposed application deadline is the end of
May.

PRESENTATIONS
Railroad Days is
Rolling into Town

Fullerton College Hornets
Win State and National Titles

Two representatives of the Southern
California Railway Plaza Association,
Harold Benash and Jeff Schultze, invited
everyone in Fullerton to attend the
upcoming Fullerton Railroad Days on
May 6 and 7 at the Fullerton
Transportation Center. This popular
(and free) community event (now in its
18th year) is expected to draw about
30,000 people. Railroad Days is meant
to honor our town’s historic connections
to railroads and will feature displays by
Amtrak, BNSF, Disneyland, many vendors, model railroad clubs, plus the
three vintage cabooses and two vintage
passenger cars of the Fullerton Train
Museum. Mayor Bruce Whitaker presented a council proclamation, declaring
May 6 and 7, Railroad Days.

Mayor Whitaker presented another
proclamation from council, honoring
Fullerton College athletics, especially the
football team, who were named National
Champions last year, on the 100th
anniversary of the college’s football program. The college’s basketball team also
took second place at the state championship. Fullerton College Athletic Director
Scott Giles, who received the proclamation, said, “We’ve had a good year athletically, but one thing that I’m most proud of
is what our kids are doing in the classroom…we want to win, but more importantly we want our kids going to class and
then transferring to four-year institutions.
That’s how we measure success.”

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Parking Relief For Renters?
A Fullerton resident who lives with his
family in a duplex on Santiago Road,
across the street from the EV Free
Church, expressed his frustration over
Fullerton’s controversial overnight parking
ban (which forbids overnight parking on
most city streets between 2-5am).
“Within the last year, I’ve had three
parking tickets,” he said, “Last summer I
got two parking tickets within three days.
They also impounded my mom’s car
because it was parked on the street. There
has to be some kind of major re-imagination of our residential parking.”
The resident requested that Fullerton
lift the overnight parking ban, stating that

all other cities in north Orange County
allow for overnight parking in some
capacity, including Brea, La Habra, and
Yorba Linda.
“I just don’t see why it cannot happen in
Fullerton,” he said. He also pointed out
the disparity of power between renters
and landlords—only property owners
may petition the city regarding overnight
parking. “I tried to figure out how we
should at least petition for this, but the
renters can’t petition for it, [only] the
homeowners can petition for it,” he said,
“So basically, in this whole matter, the
people who are affected the most can’t get
their voice heard.”
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New Affordable Housing to be Built
A new 55-unit affordable housing project is on-track to be built at 336 E. Santa
Fe Drive. City Council initially agreed to
contribute $7.2 million to the development; however, recently the project ran
into a financing gap, following the uncertainty of President Trump’s position on
tax reform. This created a significant drop
in tax credit pricing and a financial gap of
approximately $950,000.
Enter local homeless advocates Curtis
Gamble and “Big James” Mayfield, who a
few years ago filed a lawsuit against
Fullerton after the city voted not to build
a year-round homeless shelter in town.
With the help of the non-profit Legal Aid
Society of Orange County, Gamble and
Mayfield settled the lawsuit in December
“Big James” Mayfield (1978-2017),
2016 for $1 million, nearly the exact
homeless advocate
amount needed to fund the affordable
“The housing is much needed,” said
housing project. Thus, the money from
the settlement agreement will be used to Gamble. “We’ve worked hard on shelters.
Once we get the shelter, we want to get
allow the project to proceed.
The 55-unit complex will contain 6 people into housing…we’ve invested the
extremely low income units (with rents at million dollars into a housing project with
30% of the Area Median Income), 11 very very low rentals. The benefits will be huge
low income units (with rents at 40% of in this market where rentals are between
$975 and $1,200 for a
AMI), 22 very-low income
studio. It looks like it
units (with rents at 50% of
may be the way to go to
AMI), and 15 low income
help
homeless people
units (with rents at 60% of
“I got involved off thegetstreet.”
AMI). This project will go
Gamble who has expebecause
towards fulfilling a great
rienced homelessness,
need and historic lack of
I want to help understands the needs of
affordable housing in
this vulnerable commuFullerton.
the homeless
nity. “I got involved
When Curtis Gamble, the
because I want to help
get housing.”
plaintiff, filed his lawsuit
the homeless get housing.
against the city, he was
-Curtis Gamble,
I went to city council
homeless himself, and has
Homeless Advocate
meetings, and we were
been working hard advocatnever
making
any
ing for homeless shelters
progress, like with the
and affordable housing in
failed Fullerton shelter,
Fullerton. Unfortunately,
and other projects. So,
Gamble’s co-plaintiff “Big
James” Mayfield passed away earlier this the first opportunity I saw to get involved
year. Mayfield was a much-loved figure in in a lawsuit, I went for it, and It actually
Fullerton’s homeless and downtown com- worked out well.”
City Council voted 4-0 (Sebourn
munity. Though it’s unfortunate that it
took a lawsuit to get the city to properly absent) to allocate the $1 million from the
fund affordable housing, Gamble is settlement to help fund the affordable
housing project.
pleased with the result.

CONSENT CALENDAR
The last part of every Fullerton City
Council meeting is something called the
Consent Calendar, which is a series of
items to be voted on “en masse” with a
single vote, unless an item is “pulled” for
discussion.
Council member Fitzgerald “recused”
herself from voting on an item about a
housing project involving Jamboree
Housing, which is a client of hers. In
addition to serving on City Council,
Fitzgerald works in public relations and
lobbying for large businesses and developers.
Local resident/blogger David Curlee
pulled the Third Quarter Financial
Report for discussion and criticized council member Jennifer Fitzgerald for claiming that the city has a balanced budget.

“I want to point out again that that is
not the case,” Curlee said, “Our balanced
budget in this current fiscal year hinges on
selling city properties and assets, such as
the Meridian Club.” He called selling city
assets to offset the budget “an accounting
gimmick…we do not have a balanced
budget if we’re having to shed assets to pay
the bills and stay above water.”
Council member Fitzgerald did not
comment on these allegations.
Council voted 4-0 to approve all the
consent calendar items.

The next regular meeting of the
Fullerton City Council will be
Tuesday, May 2nd at 6:30pm at
Fullerton City Hall.

UPDATE: POLICE & CITY MANAGER RECRUITMENT
Bob Murray & Associates launched a
nationwide recruitment in late 2016 for
the city manager and police chief positions. The recruitment for a new police
chief has been reopened until May 8,
2017. The filing deadline for the city
manager position closed April 21.
The recruiter will perform the initial
screening of candidates and make recom-

mendations to city councilmembers who
will each select one member of the community to serve on an interview panel.
The final interviews by the council were
tentatively planned for late April for the
city manager position and for June for the
police chief position. The finalists must
complete background checks prior to
appointment.
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GRAND INN HEARING UPDATE
continued from frontpage
He grilled former city manager Felz on
his relationship with Urban West, the real
estate development company that made
an offer to the GI owner to buy the hotel.
He also questioned the contact between
Mr. Felz and the Renick Dealership. The
former city manager indicated that meeting with companies wanting to do business in the city and contacting business
owners in the city was part of his job,
especially at that time, as Renick was
under pressure from General Motors to
relocate. He said he rendered no favors to
either one whatsoever. Attorney Miller
asked if any city employees bought,
leased, sold, or received cars from Renick,
the answer was, “Not to my knowledge.”
The attorney also tried to get into Mr.
Felz’s DUI case - but was unsuccessful.
Mr. James Renick echoed the former
city manager about the tremendous pressure from GM to relocate during the
recession. GM closed out unprofitable
dealerships in other states, but Renick was
protected by California laws. Mr. Renick
also elaborated on Urban West. He said
the company would buy out automotive
dealerships, and then consolidate, redevelop, and resell them. Asking if he would
purchase GI property if given a chance,
the answer was “absolutely.” At the same
time, Mr. Renick was very vocal in stating
his displeasure with the defense conspiracy theory saying, “There was no such
thing as a collusion between the city and
Renick dealership to shut down GI.” He
volunteered campaign contribution information saying his organization did contribute a few hundred dollars to Fitzgerald
and Sebourn’s election campaign.
When the former chief of police Dan

Dominique Hernandez Briet wrote numerous interesting stories and fun features
Hughes took the stand, Attorney Miller
during her summer 2016 internship with the Fullerton Observer.
asked him about crime statistics in the
city, but the former chief said he did not
included a recognition ceremony of
memorize statistics for this hearing. The
the thirty year program which pairs
The Troy Tech Fair took place on student interns with business and
attorney said there are 34 cities in Orange
April
27 with exhibitions set up in the civic groups. Students created displays
County and Fullerton is at 7th in violent
and south gymnasiums at the of their particular internship experinorth
crimes and 6th in property crimes. He
school
in the morning. Observer sum- ence.
indicated that there was only one case of
mer
2016 intern Dominique
sex trafficking at GI, so that wasn’t a lot,
For more information on the proBriet was there with a gram visit applicants.troyhigh.com or
Hernandez
but the former chief said “That was the
presentation of her extensive work on call Troy Tech Coordinator Laurie
only case I am aware of, but the environthe paper. The evening celebration Downum at (714) 626-4520.
ment at the location allows misconduct
and fosters illegal activities.” Asked if he
had talked to the GI owner and offered
suggestions, Hughes answered that he did
When asked who was responsible to see binders containing over 100 criminal
make several recommendations and the there are fewer criminals on the street, Dr. cases happening at the Grand Inn and
owner was very receptive, but there was Brooks said the responsibility lays 90% on asked “Did you read any of these cases?”
no improvement.
police and 10% on the court system.
The answer was “No”. “Nothing further.”
During the lengthy proceedings and
He said the “call for service” is not a Mr. Palmer said.
broad questions, the city attorneys object- good measurement of problems at one
Lieutenant Andrew Goodrich was
ed many times; the hearing officer tried to location. He said he had asked the FPD called to the stand to verify his answers
give the defense chances but often for a 3-month report on incidents since from the previous hearing.
reminded Attorney Miller that his line of the FPD stopped monitoring GI at the
The next scheduled dates are June 19
questioning was too
end of March when the and June 21 at city hall and will include
broad, and that he needed
public nuisance case defense presentation, city rebuttal, closing
to stay close to the subwas filed). He said the statements from both sides, and finally
“Did you read any
ject.
FPD gave him a report the ruling officer’s decision in the case.
At one point, the hearcovering 84 days in
of these cases?”
(Previous report printed in Mid-March
ing officer ordered the
which there were 57
2017
Observer page 5, available online
attorneys and the recorder The answer was “No.” calls for service; 17
under
the “Past Issues” link at
to go with him to the
were for traffic stops,
www.fullertonobserver.com)
“Nothing further.”
backroom for 15 minutes
outside of GI, so the
to hash out the differences
remaining calls were
Mr. Palmer said.
because the hearing had
40. If you take 40
dragged on too long.
divide by 84, that gives
When
Dr.
Barry
you one call every 2
Brooks, the expert in criminal justice and days. “There were no arrests,” he said. Dr.
policing, took the witness stand, the attor- Brooks said 86% of the calls were initiatney painted a very bright picture of the GI ed by officers. He concluded that there
over the past 6 years (2011-2017) saying was a political motivation; someone highthere was only one case of sex trafficking, er up ordered officers to be at GI; this was
no arrests for prostitution, and no violent not by accident, he said.
crimes. Dr. Brooks stated that GI manAt cross examination, City attorney
agement did an excellent job.
Palmer firmly grabbed and raised the two

Troy Tech Fair
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Text & Photos by Mike Ritto AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

Fullerton Photo Quiz
Last Issue’s Photo Quiz
Question:
Who Are These People?
Still taking entries in our giant photo
quiz, see page 6 & 7 of the mid April
issue at www.fullertonobserver.com under
the “Past Issues” tab, identify as many
people as you can and get back to me, it’s
not too late to enter! Send your answers to
Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net
Whoever identifies the most people in
the photos wins a Day of Music t-shirt,
wristbands and buttons, plus I will buy
you whatever beverage you choose at the
market. We will post the winner here and
you can then let us know what Thursday
Market date works for you.

RIDIN’ HIGH IN APRIL
DOWNTOWN IN MAY
That’s Life. Frank Sinatra sang You’re
riding high in April, shot down in May, but
not us, not here in Fullerton, Jack.
In fact, May is one of the busiest
months in Fullerton. With so many
events going on here we all need to plan
ahead and make sure we don’t miss out.
There will be ads and other info for
many of them in this publication but
maybe a bit of additional prodding will
help inspire you to clear your calendar.
Many of the events center on transportation and Fullerton is one of very few
places that has it all.
The Thursday Fullerton Market continues at the Downtown Plaza and Art Walk
is Friday, May 5, throughout Downtown
Fullerton. And the next day.....

Railroad Days 2017
Railroad Days at the Fullerton
Transportation Center starts Saturday,
May 6 and of course it continues through
Sunday. We never know exactly when the
3751 Steamer will arrive until maybe the
day before but if you are able to check
www.fullertontrainmuseum.org or their
facebook page, Fullerton Railroad Days
2017, you may catch her as she steams
into town. Admission is free and don’t forget your free cup of steam.

JT Barker Dam, Yosemite
I disconnected from the grid for a
few days last week and returned to
news that a large March for Science
took place downtown.
I just wanted to remind all of you
how majestic this earth is. With visions

of Yosemite and Joshua Tree National
Parks still fresh in my mind, I know
now more than ever knowledge is
power and with that in mind, I believe
we will preserve places like this for all
who come after us. Peace, out.

Airport
Takes Off
Wings Over Fullerton is up next, on
Saturday, May 14th, and it’s the only day
of the year you can check out the entire
Fullerton Airport and see some of the
most amazing flying machines both on
the ground and in the sky. FREE
Admission here as well.

Fullerton Honors
Somehow a couple of our banners
sustained damage recently and had to
be removed. Maybe the heavy winds
were to blame, not sure, but thanks so
much to the Fullertonian who saw fit
to return one to the Fullerton PD. If
any of you are sponsors and have concerns regarding your banner please
contact me, that info follows. You may
have noticed, we printed a new one for
Bruce Hanson, re-installed two others,
and the new Day of Music banners are
now up as well.

Automobiles
at the Muck
Since 1994, this car show has been
attracting even non-car buffs with two
days of outrageous automobiles on display
at the too cool to believe Muckenthaler
Cultural Center. If you have never been,
what are you waiting for? Saturday May
20 is the day for Hot Rods, Sunday for the
Concours D’Elegance. Cruise on over, see
you there.

Above: Pete Beard

Uncommon Sight
These before and after shots are of a
vacant home on East Amerige. Two structures were taken down on April 26th.
Neither would make the list of architecturally significant buildings but this one
did house an early City Councilman so
every home has a story. Pete Beard, pictured, will be working on new construction in a few months so we will keep you
posted. Me to Pete “That house was here
20 minutes ago!” Yea, did not take long.

Above: Before
Below After
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Champion Sean Pak playing in the final on April 25.

PHOTOS BY

MARK WANG

Table Tennis Tournament at SHHS
The final for the first Table Tennis
Tournament at Sunny Hills High was
held at the school on Tuesday, April 25
after the top two players emerged from
ten rounds of matches held since
February.
The tournament was a friendly but
competitive gathering of more than 15
Ping-Pong enthusiasts from Sunny Hills
High School. Two seniors faced off at the
final competition vying to win the ultimate prize of being crowned the
Champion of the Tournament. The winner was Sean Pak. More than 20 students

watching the final were also treated to a
wonderful display of sportsmanship.
The top three players of the tournament
Sean Pak, Daniel Jung, and Krishna
Vadlapatla were presented trophies and
certificates by Ms. Jun Gao, a nine-time
U.S. women’s table tennis champion and
former No. 1-ranked player in the country.
At the awards ceremony following the
finals, Sunny Hills High Principal Allen
Whitten and world languages teacher
Mrs. Soon-Ya Gordon presented the rest
of players participating in the tournament
with certificates and pads with Ms. Jun
Gao’s signature.
This first Table Tennis Tournament was
organized by the school’s Table Tennis
Club. The club was launched by junior
Jiazhen “Robin” Wang with the purpose
of “raising interest in the sport of table
tennis and, at the same time, helping students of the school with different cultural
backgrounds, to connect.”
The club now has more than 50 active
members since it’s founding last August.
Robin started playing table tennis when
he was 12-years-old. He joined Ms. Gao’s
California Table Tennis Club in 2014
when he moved to Fullerton.
Robin and his fellow students running
the school’s Table Tennis Club believe that
holding such a tournament is rewarding
and they look forward to continued
growth of their club and the sport of table
tennis at Sunny Hills High School.

39. 38-Down was its artistic director
in the 1980’s
40. Slang for extremely
42. Little, in Lille
43. Roast___ chicken
46. ___ Grant (Federal financial aid)
47. Rajah wives
49. Flowers painted by Van Gogh
51. Brick-built vehicle?
53. Bronze ___
54. John Wayne Airport code
55. Charm
56. Chew the scenery
58. “Yes we ___!”
59. *First black student to desegregate
in Louisiana
64. Baby goat
65. Australian athlete/nun, familiarly
66. Rewrites
67. Crafty
68. Emerald Isle
69. Wise guys

ACROSS
1. Madams
6. Swedish auto
10. Notes after dos
13. Kind of committee
14. Permeate
16. Actor McKellen
17. *”Fahrenheit 451” author
19. CBS drama starring
William Peterson
20. Mello ___ (soft drink)
21. Oozed out
23. Put on TV
26. Actor Vigoda
27. Fit for market
28. Witch college?
30. Wooly animal
31. Give temporarily
32. Entanglement
34. “You bet!”
37. Laid up

DOWN
1. Tavern
2. Toothpaste tube letters
3. “___ is the sky blue?”
4. Larry ___ (second black baseball
player to break the color barrier)
5. 1996 Wes Craven film
6. Move laterally
7. Early pulpit
8. “Aladdin” monkey
9. Gunny sacks
10. *PBS chef known for his traditional
Mexican cuisine
11. Artist’s stand
12. Said with a sneer
15. Mascara target
18. Vinyl collectible
22. NCAA conf.
23. ___ on the radar
24. “Goodnight” girl of song
25. *Will Ferrell’s “Anchorman”
character

27. Funny actress Jenny
29. “___ to Joy”
30. “We have the meats” company, and
phonetically, the starts of the
starred clues
33. Rower
35. Comic DeGeneres
36. Tortilla chip dip
38. Mikhail Baryshnikov, and others
41. ___Pen (for allergic reactions)
44. “And now, our ___ presentation”
45. Stiffness
48. “You’ve got mail” co.
50. Binds again
51. Goes without
52. In-box contents
53. Mosey
56. Ogler
57. Icelandic epic
60. Ht. & wt. measurement
61. Band booking
62. Summer, in Somme
63. Snake’s sound

Come check
out our

CAPRI SHOES
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

& commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board meets
at 7:30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month
at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd.
714-870-2800 • See the agenda at www.fjuhsd.net

Safe Haven Resolution:
Safety and Privacy Rights of Immigrant Students
Due to recent government announce- mation is encrypted and firewall protectments, many elementary and high school ed, teachers receive training to identify
students are experiencing increased appre- student anxiety concerning this issue,
hension concerning their or their relatives’ school protocols provided to get students
ability to stay in their homes and country additional services they may require to
help shoulder this burden, and communiof choice.
California State Superintendent Tom cate with families to update their emerTorlakson encouraged all Local gency contacts and plans if necessary.
Jose Trinidad Castaneda, spoke to the
Educational Agencies to declare school
districts as “safe havens” emphasizing that board addressing Korean community conthe school administration and trustees are cerns, stating that Fullerton’s significant
committed to protect all their students’ Korean immigrant community feels this
right to a safe educational environment current anxiety and the trustees should
consider this student population and their
regardless of immigration status.
CA education code 48200, 200, 220, needs while making any policy decisions.
Veronica Moran, a parent of an incomand 234 currently provides all students,
regardless of their nationality, ethnicity or ing SOHS student, said that many
immigration status an “appropriate, free Hispanic community members wish to
public education”. No school official or remind the board to care for the mental
teacher should ever ask about the immi- and emotional state of the students and
their families at this time.
gration status of a student or
Jonathan Pak, a lifelong
their family. Student records
Numerous
Fullerton resident and
are private and should be
community
SOHS alumni, urged
protected.
members
Trustees to recognize that
State Assemblymembers
O’Donnell and Chui intro- spoke in favor of one of every seven KoreanAmerican immigrants is
duced Assembly Bill 699
the resolution.
undocumented and the
which strengthens student
community supports public
privacy and limits Federal
The PTA
schools that provide a safe
Immigration and Customs
recommended
learning environment supEnforcement agents access to
that the district porting every student’s sucrecords and ability to contact
cess. It is a resolution the
students. This law requires
ensure that
entire
community can get
that ICE and other law
student
behind.
enforcement officials obtain
information is
Leslie Reynoso, and
a written warrant, written
protected,
teacher
and
FSD
permission by the district
superintendent or principal
that teachers be Boardmember Jeanette
of a direct funded charter
given training to Velazquez, both emphasized that student anxiety is
school, and requires them to
help students deal real
and valid, particularly
be looking to solve an outwith anxiety
with media showing parstanding crime - in order to
ents being taken away from
access records, or enter a
and that
school sites by federal
school location.
families
agents.
The constitutional rights
update their
Trustee Dr. Singer comof all students were upheld
emergency
mented that the district
under Supreme Court decialready provides these rights
sion, Plyler v. Doe (1982),
contacts.
to students, and was conwhere all children, regardless
cerned that supporting the
of immigration status, have a
...The board
resolution would trigger
right to a meaningful, free
will make a
federal government cuts of
public education. An envidecision at its
funds or cause other retrironment where students do
May 2 meeting. bution against FJUHSD.
not attend school for fear of
He suggested that instead
ICE agents lying in wait to
of a resolution, a letter
apprehend them or their parents, or experience high levels of anxiety home or some other communication to
interfering with their ability to focus on district families would be sufficient.
Trustee Fawley countered that federal
learning, may be considered a violation of
their rights. Recent numbers released funding was recently determined in court
reveal that over twice as many non-crimi- to be under the prerogative of congress
nal undocumented immigrants were and that supporting the resolution would
deported compared to this time last year, not add additional rights or privileges to
so the fears are not without merit. students other than what the California
Education Code already provides.
(Washington Post, April 15, 2017)
Trustee Buchi stated that FJUHSD does
A resolution declaring the FJUHSD a
safe haven district was presented at the not make political statements through resApril 18th board meeting. No part of the olutions and students know they are proresolution furthered the district’s current tected. Trustee Hathaway agreed with
legislative obligations, it simply coalesced Trustees Buchi and Singer and did not feel
existing education code in one place and like supporting the resolution would
renewed the Trustee’s commitment to make any difference in the matter.
Board President Montoya, also a
protect the students and families they
serve. Numerous community members teacher, commented that his own 8th
grade students deal with anxiety and fear
spoke in favor of the resolution.
Fullerton Council PTA recommended daily while handling this unprecedented
that in accordance to their mission to new environment. He said he spends time
speak for and protect the education, safe- reassuring students that they are in a safe
ty, and well-being of all students, the dis- place at school, and that school environtrict should: ensure that student’s infor- ment is a real concern.

1st place winners Yasmin Marquez, Isabella Moreno, and Carlos Marquez

La Habra High Students Win
in Healthy Lunch Competition
La Habra High School took home the
top prize in the 6th annual Cooking up
Change greater Orange County cooking
challenge on April 20. Seniors Carlos
Marquez, Yasmin Marquez, and Isabella
Moreno, wowed the judges with their
Chicken Kashmir, Pepino Curry with
Tropical Kheer entry. The group now
heads to Washington, D.C. on June 12, to
compete against eight other teams for the
national title.
Cooking up Change is hosted locally by
Kid Healthy and Northgate Gonzalez
Market and is part of a national program,
founded in 2007 by Healthy Schools
Campaign, based in Chicago.
The students are challenged to create

healthy school meals their peers will enjoy
and that can actually be served in the
school cafeteria. The students work within the constraints of school food service
including: limited ingredients, tight
budgets, and limited steps to produce the
full meal.
Valley High School, Santa Ana, took
home Second Place honors; followed by
California High School, Whittier, who
placed 3rd. All winning teams received
scholarship prizes totaling $12,750 provided by Orange Coast College and the
Gonzalez Reynoso Foundation. Buena
Park, Fullerton, and Sonora high schools
were among the 9 teams. Visit:
www.mykidhealthy.org for more info.

New Forever Stamps
Show Total Solar Eclipse
This new cool first-ofits kind Forever stamp
uses the heat of your
finger to change the
total solar eclipse stamp
image into the Moon.
The US Postal Service is
issuing the Total Solar
Eclipse Forever stamp

June 20 in advance of
the Aug. 21 eclipse.
The photos were
taken by retired NASA
Astrophysicist
Fred
Espenak who has photographed a myriad of
total eclipses since he
was a teenager.

Other new stamps commemorate great Americans:
•Dorothy Height, (19122010) an influential civil rights
leader of the 20th century, who
dedicated her life to fighting for
racial and gender equality.
•Robert Panara, (1920-2014)
a teacher who inspired generations of students over his 40year career as a pioneer of deaf
studies.
Andrew Wyeth, (1917-2009)
an artist who mastered a realistic
style that defied trends.
Henry David Thoreau,
(1817-1862)
writer
of
“Walden,” who questioned
materialism and humanity’s role
in the natural world.
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Kids Rule!
by Francine Vudoti
© 2017

Bookworm or Gamer?
Are you the bookworm type or the
gamer who likes to play video games?
Me, I am definitely the gamer type. In
my free time, I would rather pick up my
iPad to play Minecraft rather than pick
up a book to read. Shame!
It’s not that I don’t read. Every
month, I finished one or two chapter
books of no less than 200 pages for each
book. And it is all because it is required
in school. The part of me who used to
love books is gone.
I had no idea that being a member of
the Fullerton School District Writers
Guild would help me regain my interest
in books. FSD Superintendent Dr.
Robert Pletka sponsored a field trip to
the 2017 LA Times Book Festival for
guild members who qualified. In order
to qualify, a guild member must have
published an article or submit a proof of
article submission to a publication. I
was among the 26 who qualified.
At the book festival held last month, I
had fun going through each booth and
getting lots of souvenirs. Best of all, I
got new information on the current best
sellers for kids like me. I bought one
which is part of a series. I started reading it when I got home and got glued to
it. It gave me a great feeling of being
excited. I couldn’t wait to turn the pages
to find out what happens next. I realized I was beginning to like books again.
I can’t help feeling lucky. Thanks to
the Fullerton School District, Guild
members like me enjoyed a free bus ride
to the festival, free lunch and snacks and
most of all a $10 book allowance which
I used to pay the book that renewed my
love for reading. I remembered how I
got glued to Cam Jansen, Stink, Captain
Underpants, Judy Moody in first through
second grade, Then I got addicted to
Geronimo Stilton and Diary of a Wimpy
Kid in third grade until I got hooked
and collected all Harry Potter books in
fourth grade. I think I still got a little
bit of time in 5th grade to add a favorite
series on my collection. I’m working on
it now.

Above: Girl Scouts for action on climate change marched in the Fullerton Science March
with a homemade banner on Earthday, Saturday, April 22. PHOTO BARBARA ROSEN

With my renewed love for books, I
wonder if I will now become a bookworm and give up my video games?
Well, I don’t think I have to give up one
of them. I can definitely enjoy both.
------------------------------------------

At Left:
Parks band
& orchestra
students will
perform in a
free concert
presenting
music from
cartoons as
excerpts from
the original
animation is
screened for
the audience.

Below is letter to Francine from the Fullerton
School District Board president about her
Mid-April issue “Chewing Gum” column.

Dear Francine,
I wanted to write and say that I was
very impressed by the persuasive article
you wrote for the Fullerton Observer.
regarding chewing gum in school. Your
research regarding the Mayo Clinic
study added to the strength of your
argument. I also appreciated your sharing your class vote on the issue. That
was close. However, it was a 54% majority and that is pretty high for controversial topics.
As a member of the school board, I
have the honor, along with my four colleagues, to set policy for our schools. I
always appreciate and value the
thoughts of our students. Getting student input enables me to make the best
possible decisions. So thank you for
sharing your ideas. You truly did a great
and impressive job!
Yours,
Hilda Sugarman,
President Fullerton School District Board

NEW OUTDOOR
PROGRAMS!
• SPRINGBOARD DIVING
TUES & THURS, 6:30-7:30 PM
•PADI SCUBA CERTIFICATION
SAT & SUN, 12:30-3:30 PM

REGISTER TODAY !

Parks Jr. High Presents Free Concert May 9
Parks Jr. High will present their final
concert of the year titled “Great Music of
Cartoons and Animation” on May 9 in
Downtown Fullerton. This free concert
will feature the school’s instrumental
department including their award winning advance band and orchestra.
The concert will present music from
Carl Stalling’s scores to beloved “Bugs
Bunny” cartoons, Danny Elfman’s theme
to “The Simpsons” and “Nightmare
Before Christmas,” Henry Mancini’s
music from “Pink Panther” and “Baby
Elephant Walk,” along with Disney animation favorites and much more.
All the music will be set to excerpts of
the animation in which they were originally performed. The audience will see the
animation on giant screens as the orchestra and band play the music.

Don’t miss this free concert at Wilshire
Ave. Community Church, 212 E.
Wilshire Ave., in downtown Fullerton.
The concert begins at 7pm.
Parks Jr. High School instrumental
music program (band and orchestra) has
been honored with the SupportMusic
Merit Award from The NAMM
Foundation for its outstanding commitment to music education.
Parks is one of only 1% of schools in the
nation to be recognized with this prestigious award in 2017. This award is based
on music class participation, instruction
time, facilities, support for the music program, and community performance
and involvement. All the winners were
reviewed and judged by The Music
Research Institute at the University of
Kansas.
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Scientists, Politicians, and Citizens March
for Evidence-Based Public Policy
Continued from front page
Many local scientists were in attendance
At current rates of burning fossil fuels, at the March, including Dr. Steven
over the span of a single really bad presi- Murray, an oceanographer and retired
dential administration, we could put Dean of the College of Natural Sciences
enough carbon into the atmosphere to and Mathematics at Cal State Fullerton.
eventually push us past the temperature “We’re here today because we are greatly
limit to a point of no return for our cli- concerned about the dismissal of science
and the value of scientific consensus,
mate,” Newman said.
California State Assembly member (and including the drastic cuts in science funding, that are in the proformer Fullerton mayor)
posed federal budget,”
Sharon Quirk-Silva, also
Murray said, “When
addressed the energetic
“When elected
elected officials ignore or
crowd. “We are here today to
it
send a message that we are officials ignore or suppress science,
about facts, not fiction,” she
suppress science, impacts not just the environment, but also public
said, “We need to stand up
together, because it is not just it impacts not just health, innovation, and
science that is under attack. the environment, economic prosperity.”
Murray, who has studEducation is under attack,
but also public
ied the impact of climate
women’s rights are under
attack. We have a lot to stand health, innovation, change on ocean acidification, explained “The proup for. It’s with you standing
and economic
posed federal budget cuts
together with us that we’re
actively target climate
going to be able to make
prosperity.”
change research and activthose impacts.”
ities--the Environmental
Quirk-Silva explained how
--Dr. Steven Murray
Protection Agency (EPA),
protecting the environment
NASA, the department of
starts locally. “Even right here
in Fullerton,” she said, “we’ve been fight- Energy, among others. For example, in the
ing for Coyote Hills, our last open space. EPA, a 50 percent cut in the office of
And I can tell you, Senator [Newman] research is recommended.”
These proposed cuts will eliminate over
and I are standing up for you in
Sacramento, to make sure that we keep $250 million in grants and programs supporting things like coastal management
that as open space.”
Fullerton City Council member Jesus research and education. “Climate change
Silva welcomed the Marchers to our town. is real, and it’s placing our communities,
“On behalf of the City of Fullerton, I our state, our country, and the world at
want to thank you. We’re proud to be risk,” Murray said.
“What if the scientific consensus is coryour host,” he said, “This is the right
thing to do right now, to make sure we rect, that greenhouse gas emissions are the
value education and don’t ruin our moth- primary driver of climate change?,”
Murray asked the crowd, “The stakes are
er Earth.”

way too high to simply dismiss the consensus findings of nearly all climate
change scientists, as some politicians are
now doing. Would we do this, for example, when it comes to medical diagnosis of
a family member’s disabling and potentially critical illness? Would we discount
the consensus views of 97 percent of the
experts?”
Dr. Robert Koch, a cell biologist and
former Dean at CSUF, spoke about the
National Institutes of Health, and how
current proposed budget cuts will have a
negative impact on our understanding of
infectious disease, heart disease, diabetes,
neurological disorders/strokes, cancer

types, and the process of aging itself.
“During the 20th and 21st centuries,
great progress has been made in our
understanding of the underlying cell and
molecular biology, biochemistry, physiology, and microbiology of these six major
areas of human disease,” Koch explained,
“Why? Because each has at least one of the
21 institutes of the NIH taking direct
responsibility for advancing research in
that area.”
Dr. Koch discussed how, over the last 40
years, under both Republican and
Democratic presidents, the NIH’s budget
increased, allowing dramatic advances in
medicine. President Trump, however, is

SPOTTING SIGNS OF DISEASE
A thorough dental examination may
reveal more than signs of tooth decay
and gum disease; the dentist is in a
unique position to spot signs of other
diseases, as well. For instance, signs of
mouth dryness may be indicative of
diabetes. While patients may not realize that their reduced saliva production is an issue until it decreases by
half, the dentist may see signs of dry
mouth much earlier. Diabetes also
increases vulnerability to oral infections that create swelling around the
teeth. in the gums, and in other areas
of the mouth. In addition, the dentist

may notice fungal infections (such as
thrush, which produces white patches
in the mouth) that may be evidence of
diabetes.
Aside from diabetes, the dentist may
see signs of Crohn’s disease, heart disease, cancer, and rheumatoid arthritis
while conducting a dental exam.
Brushing and flossing keep more than
your teeth healthy - they might also
prevent serious illnesses. Poor dental
care is also a possible factor in other
conditions, such as immune system
disorders, weak bones, and problems
with pregnancy and low birth weight.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092
www.paulnelsondental.com
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Some Facts About
Climate Change
from a speech Dr. Steven Murray,
at the Fullerton Science March
•The concentration of carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere has
risen from 280 parts per million (a
value that held stable for more
than a millenia), to now more than
400 parts per million, and this rate
of increase is accelerating.
•The rate of projected warming
for the 21st century is greater than
any time over the last 65 million
years.
•16 of the 17 warmest years in
the 136 years of global temperature records have occurred since
2001.
•The arctic is warming two
times faster than the world as a
whole, and Arctic sea ice is now
about 50 percent of its historical
average.

calling for an 18% decrease in funding.
This means that around 1,200 biomedical
research studies will not be produced,
which will have a direct impact on our
understanding of the treatment of diseases.
A main theme of the speeches, and the
March, was the intersection between politics and science.
Mark Shapiro, co-organizer, retired
physics professor from CSUF, and a scientist for 50 years, said, “One of the things
we can do is vote. Vote to support
research. Make sure every candidate you
vote for is somebody who supports scientific and medical research.”
Interestingly, all the politicians who
spoke at the March/rally were Democrats,
suggesting either that science is not a high
priority for Republicans, or that it is not
politically advantageous for a Republican
leader to come out in support of the
March for Science.
However, Dr. Murray believes that science need not be a partisan issue. “We are
not really here for political purposes per
se, but to promote and stress the importance of science and science-informed
decision-making in our society,” Murray
said.
“I think we are here to make it clear that
science is a way of knowing that helps us
understand the world we live in, and has
served humankind and America well,”
Murray continued, “Scientific autonomy,
and the scientific process should not be

•The current rate of sea level rise
is the greatest we have seen in the
past 1,000 years.
•The expansive Greenland and
Antarctic ice sheets and glaciers are
now melting at accelerating rates.
•More than half of human-generated carbon dioxide released into
the atmosphere in the last 200
years is in the ocean, where it
reacts with water to form carbonic
acid.
•Sea water acidity is increasing
at its fastest rate in 300 million
years. This affects corals, mollusks,
and marine food webs, and has the
potential to significantly change
life as we know it in the oceans.
Dr. Steven Murray is an oceanographer who has studied the effects of
climate change on ocean acidification. He is also the former Dean of
the College of Natural Sciences and
Mathematics at California State
University, Fullerton.

dismissed, but given respect. Science has
a very important role in policy development, and should not be politicized or
brushed aside whenever its findings are
inconvenient or fail to support partisan
views.”

After the rally, the protesters marched
peacefully through downtown, chanting
and carrying homemade signs which read
things like:
Science not Silence, Demand Evidence
and Think Critically, The Sea is Rising and
So Are We, Science is the Light that Keeps Us
Out of the Dark Ages, Global Warming is
Real, Fund Clean Energy, Make America
Smart Again, Stand With Science, Science
Mom, Facts Matter, I Don’t Have Polio-Thanks Science, Protect Our Planet, and
Future Generations Are Counting On Us!
Jose Trinidad Casteneda, a Fullerton

Parks and Recreation Commissioner and
organizer for the People’s Climate March
on April 29 in Irvine, urged the Marchers
to continue advocating for evidence-based
decision-making and policies. “Keep
marching,” he said, “Raise your hearts,
raise your signs, and keep fighting. Thank
you, everyone.”
Dr. Murray urged the Marchers not to
lose heart and to take comfort in the
words of prominent American astrophysicist Neil DeGrasse Tyson: “The good
thing about science is that it’s true
whether or not you believe in it.”
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Titans show up in force at the Mt. SAC Relays
by Michael Foo story and photos
The Titans showed up to El Camino
College heavily represented in comparison

Clockwise
from left:
Junior
Anthony
Applequist in
the triple jump
Junior Bryn
Williamson
clears the bar
in high jump
Junior
Arianna
Fuentes in the
steeeplechase

At Right:
Juniors Pamela
Pelayo and
Jason Hillquist
in the
steeplechase

26TH ANNUAL FULLERTON TRACK & FIELD
HIGH SCHOOL CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Fullerton Track and Field Championships hosted
by Troy High and Fullerton College featured athletes
from Fullerton high schools competing in events ranging from the 100-yard dash, 1,600-yard relay and mile
races, to shotput, discus, high jump and long jump.
Medals recognizing first, second and third place were
presented for athletes competing in each event.
Competitors received a commemorative T-shirt and
were treated to a barbecue lunch hosted for the students
by the Rotary Club of Fullerton which sponsors the
annual meet organized by Jim Thompson.
“The event demonstrates the importance of physical
fitness as a part of the education of our youth - tomorrow’s leaders,” said Rotary President Dan Ouweleen.
Athletes honored as top competitors and recipients of
“Most Valuable Athletes” pictured at right with their
coaches are: Sunny Hills High School Coach Scott
Enrico and athletes Rai Peace and Kendra Corey; Troy
High athletes Abbigail Sharma and Chris Rahlwes (Troy
High School Coach Chris Blume is pictured on the far
right); Fullerton Union High outstanding female athlete
Sophia Ruesga and Chris Cassidy (Coach Craig
Nordstrom is at back). These athletes were presented
honors at a Rotary Club of Fullerton luncheon meeting.

to some previous years. The team did well
in both track and field events on April 16.
The Titans lead off Thursday evening
with junior Jason Hillquist running the
3000 Meter Steeplechase.
Also running the Women's
3000 Meter Steeplechase
were RS juniors Arianna
Fuentes and Pamela Pelayo.
On Friday, the field events
started with Junior Bryn
Williamson winning the
Women's Pole Vault at
3.95m. Titan senior high
jumper Ty'Jalayah Robertson
had a season best jump of
12.00m and a second place
finish.
Freshman
long
jumper Naiah Boardingham
placed third at 5.94m. Junior
jumper Anthony Applequist
finished second in the triple
jump at 15.55m. Also, junior
high jumper Edwin Mathews
finished fourth with a height
of 2.05m.
Congratulations to the Cal
State Fullerton Titans for a
great showing at the 2017
Mt. SAC Relays.
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FULLERTON’S HERITAGE
by Terry Galvin © 2017

Hillcrest Park: Part One
The Man Behind the Plan
George and Edward Amerige and
George Fullerton are the most familiar
names associated with Fullerton’s history.
Other not so familiar names have also
contributed significantly to the development of the city and have left visual evi-

dence of their talents for current residents
to enjoy.
Hillcrest Park is here today because of
the vision and talent of a landscape architect from Bavaria named Johann George
Seupelt. He became Fullerton’s first Park
Superintendent in 1918. Between then
and 1925, he was responsible for many
open space projects and innovations
that gained him recognition in the
region.
In 1908, Seupelt became the first
postgraduate student at Washington
State Agricultural College to receive a
Master’s Degree in horticulture and
landscape architecture, then a new field
in America. He became a United States
citizen in 1909. In 1917, he moved to
Los Angeles to assist the great
California landscape architect Paul G.
Thiene, who was then establishing a
private practice.
When Seupelt accepted the position
of Fullerton Park Superintendent on
October 18, 1918, Fullerton’s park system was in its early stage of development. He designed plans for Amerige
Park (then Commonwealth), and urged
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the City Council to consider purchasing renderings were subsequently displayed at
the land for what would become Hillcrest the Southwest Museum in Los Angeles
and the Anaheim and Santa Ana
Park.
In 1918, he developed a systematic plan Chambers of Commerce.
In addition to his landscaping projects,
for street tree planting. Over 2,500 trees
were planted along Fullerton’s thorough- Seupelt also designed four electric city
fares. In 1919, he designed the grounds identification signs for the Chamber of
for the Wilshire Avenue Elementary Commerce in 1924. The lighted signs
School. The results were so successful that were placed at the principal gateways to
city officials in Anaheim, Brea, and Fullerton. Beverly Hills city planners
Placentia asked him to develop similar liked the electric signs so much that they
asked Seupelt to design simiplans for their elementary
lar ones for their city
schools. For his landscapGeorge Seupelt
entrances.
ing projects, Seupelt inibecame a
Because of the remaining
tially trucked in free plants US citizen in 1909
anti-German sentiments in
and trees from Santa Ana
and Fullerton’s
the country, he resigned in
and other nearby cities, but
first Park
1925, and his assistant who
by 1920, he had estabSuperintendent
had constructed the park
lished a city nursery that
improvements to date was
provided many of the
in 1918.
chosen as the 2nd Fullerton
plants needed for public
Park Superintendent. His name was
landscaping.
After the City purchased 33 acres adja- Harry Byerrum and he remained with the
cent to the reservoir for $67,289 in 1920, city and the project until 1954. Seupelt,
Seupelt drew up plans for the Fullerton who was then living at 520 West Amerige,
Municipal Auto Camp, located at the opened an office in downtown Fullerton
northeast corner of East Valley View and (109 North Harbor). He completed plans
Harbor (then Spadra Road). This was in for residences around Orange County, as
response to a desire by the city to bring well as designs for the Fullerton Hospital.
In 1926, Seupelt returned to Spokane
tourists to the area. Even locals used the
car park and grounds for camping. By where he worked as principal landscape
1922, he had completed the plan for the designer for the notable architectural firm
entire park, which was implemented in of Whitehouse and Price. Seupelt, who
never retired, continued to complete projphases over the next 20 years.
Seupelt entered his Hillcrest Park plans ects for the firm, which designed hunin a Southern California landscape com- dreds of buildings throughout the northpetition where he won first prize and his west, until his death in 1961.

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2017

Olinda Oil Museum & Trail
Tucked away in a neighborhood off
Santa Fe Road in Brea, across the street
from Carbon Canyon Regional Park, the
Olinda Oil Museum sits, waiting to be
discovered. This historic museum recaptures the sights, sounds, smells, and vital
role Olinda played in the development of
Brea. I never knew this place existed until
I saw a sign for the museum on my drive
to the regional park. With my camera and
tripod in hand, I hiked down the twomile trail that ran into the rolling hills
behind the museum before entering the
building itself.
According to a sign posted at the foot of
the trail, oil put Olinda on the map. Back
in 1897, Edward L. Doheny and the
Santa Fe Oil Company successfully drilled
Olinda Oil Well Number One 806 feet
into the ground. By 1898, ten wells were
drilled, some producing up to 100 barrels
per day. In 1899, the Santa Fe Railroad
built a branch line to the oil field, and the
settlement of Olinda was founded. By the
1920s, as many as 3,000 workers and
their families moved here to drill and
operate Olinda’s wells. Once people discovered oil, they covered the hills with
derricks and storage tanks and crossed
them with roads and pipelines.
Periodically, oil from new wells spouted
into the sky and coated vegetation. New
species brought by the people competed
with native plants and animals. Oilfields
and community intermingled.
The oilfield still remains active, but the
early community is now gone. Dwindling
oil reserves and technology reduced the
number of employees, flood water from
the canyons made life hazardous, and suburban development became increasingly
attractive. Today, the history of Olinda is
preserved in and around the museum and
along the park’s trail. New homes now sit
atop the streets and home sites of boomtown Olinda.

Spring is the best time to take a hike on
the historic Olinda Oil trail since the
rolling hills are covered with wildflowers.
Visitors to the museum who plan on hiking down the trail leading into the hills
may want to start early before it gets too
warm for comfort. I took a hike early in
the morning on Earth Day. As I made my
way along the trail, I couldn’t help but
notice the colorful wildflowers that
seemed to be in full bloom, making for
some spectacular photographs. Following
the trail up into the hills, I was able to get
a beautiful, panoramic view of Orange
County. I could look down and spot the
lake and dam in Carbon Canyon Regional
Park. The view extended from the rolling,
green hills above the museum all the way
to Orange. On a clear day, visitors can
probably see the ocean.
There were gravel lots along the way to
the top, with working oil pumps which
made strange industrial noises. The oil
pumps were surrounded by fences lined
with barbed wire. I was wondering: why
was oil found here in Olinda? Here’s what
happened: the oil squeezed through
porous sandstone toward the Earth’s surface. But denser rocks, shoved into place
by the Whittier Fault, trapped the oil in
large underground “pools.” The shifting
earth’s crust both lifted these rocks and
trapped oil above the ocean floor, forming
the Puente-Chino Hills. I learned that
once the liquid petroleum reaches the surface, it distills and becomes a more tar-like
substance known as “brea.” This is probably how the City of Brea got its name, and
why the tar pits in Los Angeles are called
the La Brea Tar Pits.
Close to the top of the trail, I came
across a sign that read, “Watch for rattlesnakes. They are shy of people, but willing to defend their nests and young
should you appear threatening.” By the
time I reached the top of the hill, the dirt

path was hard to follow. A field of wheat
and wild flowers seemed to have covered
the trail, so I decided to turn around and
visit the museum.
There was a picturesque white building,
known as the Field House back at the
entrance of the trail. Once the office and
headquarters of the bustling Olinda oil
operation, the Field House is now filled
with artifacts, along with the original safe
and warehouse where parts were once
stored and organized. On October 6,
2012, a centennial celebration was held to
mark the 100-year anniversary of the
Field House.
Outside the Field House, there was an
array of assorted antique oil operation
tools. A shallow well pumping unit was
on display and was originally used by
Shell Oil Company for their local production of oil in wells less than 1,000 feet
deep. A portable steam boiler also caught
my attention. It was used to produce
steam to power various equipment units
on the Olinda lease. There was also a
building along the side of the Field
House, which used to serve as the records
vault. The records vault was used to store
explosives and company documents.
Some think it was once used as a jail, but

historians say that’s just a legend.
Inside the Field House, there were
informative exhibits explaining the natural and geologic history of the area,
including how oil is created, located and
drilled. Historic pictures hung on the
walls. On top of bookshelves and tables
were miniature models of the oil fields,
and fossils such as a whale vertebrae that
they discovered along the way. Down a
small hallway was a smaller room showcasing pictures and objects from Olinda,
including an antique organ. The grandfather of my grandmother’s best friend, a
former Fullerton resident who worked for
the oil company, donated a few items to
the museum.
The City of Brea and California State
Parks have formed a partnership to keep
the oil museum and trail available to the
public. The Field Office museum is open
for visitors on Wednesdays from 10 am to
2 pm, and on Sundays from noon to 4
pm. Admission is free.
To view my video preview of the Olinda
Oil Museum and trail visit the Fullerton
Observer website, click on the “Videos”
tab and then “Emerson Little YouTube
Channel.”
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The Lost City of Z: Two Hits
In the early 20th century, unexplored tropical jungles held
a particular fascination for adventurers. Even our own
Theodore Roosevelt, after serving two terms as president
and after a hunting trip in the African veldt, joined an expedition to find a little known tributary of the Amazon River
and almost lost his life and that of his eldest son. This
remarkable journey is chronicled in Candice Millard’s “River
of Doubt.”
A similar story is told in “The Lost City of Z.” An officer
in the British Army, stationed in Ireland and eager to reinstate his family’s good name after his father had ruined it
with excessive drinking and gambling debts, takes an assignment for the Royal Geographical Society. It is 1906, motor
cars are being built and the world needs rubber. Suddenly
vast acres of rubber trees in Amazonia become a prime
source for quantities of rubber, bringing in enormous revenue that both Bolivia and Brazil claim is theirs. Trusting in
the integrity and objectivity of the British Royal
Geographical Society to settle their dispute, these two countries turn to that group for an accurate mapping of their border.
The Society chooses Major Percy Fawcett (Charlie
Hunnam), an amateur surveyor but a respected leader of
men, because of his fearlessness, marksmanship, and integrity. Major Fawcett is not eager to leave his pregnant wife,
Nina (Sienna Miller), and their young son for two years, but
sees this appointment as an opportunity to redeem his family’s name.
The Society provides him with a small crew and a seasoned aide-de-camp, Henry Costin (an unrecognizable
Robert Pattinson). On a raft with sufficient supplies, the
group penetrates the Amazon jungle encountering all of the
beauty and all of the dangers of the green, dark space—
swarms of flying insects, venomous snakes, a black panther,
swift rapids, and an onslaught of poisonous arrows from
unseen natives behind jungle trees. The group even encounters a tribe of cannibals, who insist that they partake in their
feast.
The mapping assignment is successful, but what impresses Fawcett and eventually becomes his obsession are the stories the natives tell him about a city from a lost civilization
that once existed in this jungle. Fawcett finds shards of pottery and other artifacts that seem to substantiate their tales.
Returning to England with his mapping task completed, he
is greeted by cheering crowds and by a grateful Society.
Riding on this tide of enthusiasm, Fawcett is able to convince the Royal Geographical Society to send him back to
the jungle in search of evidence that an advanced society
once lived there, perhaps before England was even a country.
In his absence, Nina has delivered their second child, now
a toddler, making Fawcett’s second departure even more difficult. The second trip proves more challenging than the
first. One member of the Society who has had experience
exploring Antarctica insists that he accompany them on
their jungle quest. But his ineptness along with several
mishaps causes Fawcett to abort the trip, and during their
return voyage to England news breaks that the Archduke
Ferdinand has been assassinated. By the time the explorers
reach London, the Great War has started.
Still a major in the British army, Fawcett is sent to France
to lead a company of infantrymen in some of the hardest
fighting of the war. Fawcett survives and after a several-year
respite returns to his Amazonian quest, this time accompanied by his oldest son, Jack (Tom Holland). People still
debate the outcome of this journey.
Overseeing all of this action is director James Gray (“The
Immigrant”), whose movies are usually set in and around
New York. But with the aid of cinematographer Darius
Khondji, Gray, who bases his film on David Grann’s 2009
book “The Lost City of Z,” captures the tone of the English
countryside, trench warfare in France, and the enigma of the
Amazon jungle. Producer Brad Pitt, originally slated to play
the lead in this movie, backed out and then tried to hire
Benedict Cumberbatch, without success. Although Charlie
Hunnam was Pitt’s third choice, it’s hard to imagine a better
choice. He is at all times believable as the British major, the
intrepid explorer, and a loving husband and father.

Two Hits: Don’t Miss It!

EVENTS CALENDAR
MON, MAY 1
•11am: May Day March in
Support of Fair Immigration and
Sanctuary Cities, a non-violent
march from MacArthur Park to
Los Angeles City Hall.
•6:30pm-8:30pm: The First
100 Days of the Trump
Presidency: Perspectives &
Predictions, a roundtable discussion featuring CSUF Political
Science and Communications professors Alyssa Samek, Alexei
Shevchenko, Scott J. Spitzer,
Stephen J. Stambough, David
Traven, and Matthew Jarvis, as they
go beyond the personalities and
sound bites to assess the first 100
days of the Trump presidency.
Fullerton
Public
Library
Conference Center, 353 W.
Commonwealth Ave. Town &
Gown event. Free.
TUES, MAY 2
•6:30pm: Fullerton City
Council Meeting at City Hall, 303
W. Commonwealth (at Highland).
On the agenda: Hillcrest Park
Improvements; Community development and housing funds; Santa
Ysabel & Clark Ave resident only
parking permit; Fire Dept. command staff reorganization &
Ambulance model; 4th of July
Celebration venue relocation to
Fullerton High softball field;
Funding available for CalRecycle
Program; Accept Rivers and
Mountains Conservancy & Warne
grant awards for open space acquisition in West Coyote Hills;
Continue Farmers Market at
Independence Park; Terminate
water supply shortage rules; more.
•6pm-8pm: Free Coastkeeper
Drought Tolerant Landscape
Workshop
at
Brookhurst
Community Center, Anaheim.
Visit coastkeeper.org/smartscape and
coastkeeper.org/calendar for more
info on workshops.
WED, MAY 3
•8am-1pm: Every Wednesday
Farmers Market at Independence
Park next to the DMV on Valencia
between Euclid and Highland in
Fullerton. Fresh produce including
fruit, vegetables, eggs, flowers,
plants, baked goods, nuts, and
more straight from the farmer. Easy
parking.
Continues
every
Wednesday, rain or shine yearround.
•6pm-8pm: Free Independent
Film Series “Moonlight” screening in the Fullerton Public
Library’s Osborne Auditorium,
353
W.
Commonwealth.
Moonlight (R 2016) which took
home the Oscars for Best
Supporting Actor and Best Picture
of the Year is a chronicle of the

WED, MAY 3 continued
childhood, adolescence and burgeoning adulthood of a young
African-American gay man growing up in a rough Miami neighborhood.
THURS, MAY 4
•4pm-8pm: Downtown Market
craft vendors, hot food, fresh produce, flowers, kids activities, beer
& wine garden, and beginning at
6:30pm live music at the
Downtown Plaza on E. Wilshire &
Pomona. Admission is free. Call
714-738-6545 for info. Continues
every Thursday through Nov. 2
SAT & SUN, MAY 6 & 7
•9am-5pm: 18th Annual
Railroad Days at Fullerton Train
Station, E. Santa Fe. Free
SAT, MAY 6
•2pm: Shakespeare’s Women is
the title of a lecture by internationally-recognized
Shakesperean
scholar Professor Kay Stanton at
the Patrons of the Library Series at
Room 130 at the Pollak Library,
800 N. State College Blvd., CSUF.
The lecture is based on her recent
book. Free
SUN, MAY 7
•2pm-3pm: KPFK Radio’s
Alan Minsky at the Green Party of
OC meeting on central role of
independent media Community
Meeting Room, Irvine Ranch
Water District, 15500 Sand
Canyon Rd, Irvine. Share a ride or
need one contact Bea at tiritilligreen@sbcglobal.net.
•7pm: Comedian and Observer
Columnist Jon Dobrer at the Ice
House in Pasadena where he opens
for comedian Fritz Coleman. 60%
of ticket proceeds go to Fullertonbased CareerWise, which helps
homeless people find and keep
jobs. Tickets online at http://icehousecomedy.com/event.cfm?id=482
440&cart
MON, MAY 8
•4:30pm: Every Monday Job
Search,
at Fullerton Public
Library, 353 W. Commonwealth
Ave. Free workshops presented by
WorkForce Edge. Individuals who
attend job search groups find positions 4x faster than those who
don’t. Free every Monday.
MAY 11-14
•16th Annual Gator by
the Bay Mardi Gras the
most authentic Louisianathemed music and food festival this side of the bayou at
Spanish Landing Park, San
Diego. Fullerton resident
Alice Wallace will perform
along with headliners See
complete line up & info at
www.gatorbythebay.com
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SAT, MAY 13
•10am-4pm: 4th Annual
Airport Day at Fullerton Airport,
4011 W. Commonwealth Ave. Free
SUN, MAY 14
Mothers Day
TUES, MAY 16
•6:30pm: Fullerton City
Council Meeting at City Hall, 303
W. Commonwealth (at Highland).
On the agenda: CSUF Healthy
Neighborhoods; Shelters & multiservice centers for homeless; OPEB
valuation; Facility capital repair;
Legislative update; Historic designations; 9th ammendment to
exclusive negotiation with FTC for
Transportation Center properties;
Jamboree Affordable Housing;
Background checks for city
employment and more.
THURS, MAY 18
•6:30pm-8:30pm: Observing
Black Holes Across the Universe
Einstein’s Gravitational Waves with
speaker CSUF associate professor
of physics Joshua Smith, Ph.D.
speaking about the latest discovery
by a team of CSUF and international scientists. Presented by The
Parents’Voice and Fullerton Host
Lions
Club
at
Fullerton
Community Center, 340 W.
Commonwealth Ave. Free but
required
RSVP
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/observing-black-holes-from-across-the-universe-tickets-32638284989?ref=ebtn
THURSDAYS
MAY 18-JUNE 22
•7:30pm:
Muckenthaler
Annual Jazz Festival Purchase at
www.TheMuck.org or call 714738-6595. 1201 W. Malvern Ave,
Fullerton.
FRI, MAY 19
•5pm: Sunrise Rotary Western
Hoedown Gala at Fullerton
Arboretum. Proceeds benefit All
the Arts, Museum Center, Library
Tickets fullertonsunriserotary.org
SAT & SUN, MAY 20 & 21
•23rd Annual Muckenthaler
Motor Car Festival 1am-2pm on
Sat. $5; 10am-4pm Sun. $10. Kids
under 12 are free both days. Visit
1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton.
www.TheMuck.org for more info.
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At Left:

Director
Brian
Newell
with six
of the
thirteen
actors who
will
perform
in “The
Killer
Angels”
opening
May 5.

Troy High
photographer
Emerson Little
won First
Place in the
FJUHSD
31st Annual
Visual Arts
competition.
PHOTO BY

VIVIEN MORENO

The Civil War Comes to the Maverick by Eric Marchese
The Civil War is coming to Fullerton –
in fact, it’s nearly here, courtesy of
Maverick Theater.
The Fullerton theater’s founder, Brian
Newell, recently obtained the rights to
adapt the popular 1974 Civil War novel
“The Killer Angels” for live performance.
The new stage version, called “The Killer
Angels: Soldiers of Gettysburg,” gets its
world premiere on May 5th and promises
to bring the Civil War up close for audiences.
In 1974, author Michael Shaara published “The Killer Angels,” his narrative of
the Battle of Gettysburg, using diaries,
journals, letters and memoirs to re-create
not only what was happening on the battlefield, but also what those who fought it
were thinking, seeing and feeling. The
novel won the Pulitzer Prize in 1975, and
over time, it has become the quintessential
book about that crucial battle.
Newell said the goal of the play is “to
bring Shaara’s masterpiece to life with performers in an intimate staging that focuses on the character-driven story as told
from the perspective of various protagonists.” Newell said that through Shaara’s
powerful writing, “audiences become an
eyewitness to history” and that the new

STAGES THEATER
400 E. Commonwealth, Fullerton
714-525-4484 www.stagesoc.org
•PETER AND THE STAR CATCHER based on the novel by Dave Barry and
Ridley Pearson, music by Wayne Barker,
directed by Patti Cumby, opens May 5th
and plays through June 4, Fri & Sat at
8pm and Sundays at 2pm. This 5-time
Tony Award-winning play is an hilarious
and heart-warming tale filled with nonstop fun. A dozen brilliant actors play
more than 100 unforgettable characters
using their talent, stagecraft and imagination in this swashbuckling grownup prequel to Peter Pan.
•AUDITIONS: Check website.
The Twilight Zone, May 4, 10am

CHANCE THEATER
Bette Aitken Theater Arts Center,
5522 E La Palma Ave, Anaheim
Tickets: 888-455-4212
•MIDDLETOWN Will Eno’s awardwinning dissection of the human experience, directed by Trevor Biship, opens
April 21 and plays through May 21. Mary
Swanson just moved to Middletown,
eager to start a family and enjoy the
neighborly bonds a small town promises.
When she befriends resident John Dodge,
she quickly discovers that below
Middletown’s flinchingly honest exterior
lies something much more complex. Fri
and Sat at 8pm, Sundays at 3pm.

play “will be enjoyable for both the enthusiast and those unfamiliar with the Civil
War.”
The idea for a stage version came to
Newell while on vacation with his family
last July, visiting Gettysburg National
Park and taking a ranger tour of the Battle
of Little Round Top. The ranger mentioned Shaara’s novel and how it has created a hero out of college professor Joshua
Chamberlain, who commanded 300 men
on Little Round Top and held off 2,000
Confederate soldiers.
Those facts prompted Newell to purchase the novel that day in the park’s gift
shop. In reading it each night of his vacation, he realized that “it provides great
insight into the three-day battle, including why each side joined the conflict. The
story and characters felt just like one of
Shakespeare’s historical plays. Before I finished the book, I knew this could be a
great play.”
After Shaara’s death in 1988, the rights
to the novel passed to his son, Jeff. A letter to him from Newell prompted a return
phone call in which Shaara told Newell he
was intrigued with the idea of his father’s
novel as a play. After hearing Newell’s concept, Shaara granted the rights to adapt
the novel for the stage.

MAVERICK THEATER
110 E. Walnut Ave, Fullerton
Tickets: 714-526-7070
www.mavericktheater.com
•THE KILLER ANGELS world premiere adapted from the 1974 Pulitzer
Prize-winning novel by Michael Shaara of
the American Civil War’s Battle of
Gettysburg and directed by Brian Newell
opens May 5 and runs through June 24,
Fri & Sat at 8pm and Sun at 6pm starting
May 14. $25/general; $10/students.

CSUF YOUNG THEATRE
800 N. State College, Fullerton
Tickets: 657-278-3371
•WILD PARTY plays thru May 7,
with music book & lyrics by Andrew
Lippa and based on the poem by Joseph
Moncure March, directed by Jeremy
Lewis with musical direction by Mitchell
Hanlon, choreographed by William F.
Lett, with scene design by Chris Schmidt
and costumes by Kaylynn Sutton. The
story follows lovers Queenie and Burrs
who decide to throw the party to end all
parties in their Manhattan apartment.
This steamy Off-Broadway prohibition
tale roared its way into Drama Desk,
Outer Critics Circle and Obie Awards.
plays at 8pm on May 3, 4, 5, 6 and at
2pm on May 6 & 7. Tickets are available
by calling (657) 278-3371, 11am-5pm,
M-F
and
online
at
www.fullerton.edu/arts/theatre/events/td_pr
oductions.php

31st Annual Student Visual Art
Exhibit Winners
2Winners of the 31st Annual Student
Visual Art competition sponsored by the
Fullerton Joint Union High School
District’s Education Foundation were
announced in a ceremony at the district
on April 18. Winners were chosen from
58 entries submitted by seven high
schools.
Video Observer columnist Emerson
Little of Troy High took first place in the
Photography category, while Trinity
Gomez of Sonora High was a first place
winner in both the 3-D Design, and the
Drawing and Painting categories. Evelyn
Torres of Buena Park High also received a
first place award in Drawing and
Painting.
Second place winners included:
Photography: Sandra Ochoa/Fullerton

FULLERTON
MUSEUM CENTER
301 N. Pomona Ave,
at E. Wilshire Downtown
Fullerton 714-738-6545

May 6 at 7pm photographer
Henry Diltz will speak about
his exhibit “Audio Visuals”
Henry Diltz’s photos have graced hundreds of album covers from James Taylor’s
pensive gaze on Sweet Baby James to the
Eagles dressed as outlaws for their album
Desparado. Admission is $12. Seating is
limited. Call 714-738-6589 to register.

High; 3-D Design: Ashley Kwon/Sonora;
&
Painting:
Netana
Drawing
Christiansen/Fullerton High and Dayoon
Lee/Sunny Hills High.
Third place winners included:
Drawing & Painting: Hanimin
Ko/Troy; Rachel Lee/Sunny Hills; Ashley
Smith/Buena Park. No third place awards
were given in Photography or 3-D Design
categories.
Honorable mentions were awarded to:
Photography: Hannah Newby/La
Habra;
3-D
Design:
Katherine
Stachelski/Troy; Drawing & Painting:
Evelyn Torres/Buena Park; Allison
Park/Fullerton; David Lee/La Sierra;
Ryan
Porter/La
Sierra;
Alyssa
Allen/Sonora; Diana Wang/Sunny Hills.

FAMILY JULES GALLERY
129 N. Euclid, Fullerton

To the Moon & Back:
A MOTHER’S DAY SHOW
Quilts & Wall hangings by JoAnn Baca
(our own mom’s work)
Opening Reception Friday May 5,
6pm-9:30pm with special after party
Cinco de Mayo show at The Republic.

MUCKENTHALER CENTER
1201 W. Malvern, Fullerton
www.TheMuck.org
714-738-6595 Wed-Sun 12-4pm

California Palms
Thru June 11
A group show on the subject of palm
trees curated by painter Frank Romero.

POLLAK LIBRARY
Cal State Fullerton,
800 N. State College Blvd.

VOCES DE LIBERACIÓN:
LATINAS & POLITICS IN SOCAL
thru June 21
A Spoken-Word exhibit features the
oral histories of nine Latina community
activists including Rose Espinoza, Theresa
Smith, and Michele Martinez.

FULLERTON ARTWALK
Friday, May 5
6pm to 10pm
Lots of venues showing art
all within walking distance
of each other in Downtown Fullerton

See map at:
fullertonartwalk.com

Page 16 FULLERTON OBSERVER

Dr. Gordon presiding at one of 21 commencements during his tenure as president of CSUF.
He was the longest-serving president in the institution’s history.

Milton A. Gordon
Cal State Fullerton's fourth president,
Milton A. Gordon, who led the university into prominence as one of the
nation’s most inclusive senior
institutions of higher learning, died on April 18th after
a long illness. He was 81.
A
lifelong
educator,
Gordon became president of
Cal State Fullerton in August
1990 and served for more
than two decades as the
leader of one of the state’s
most populous campuses,
strengthening
student
recruitment and retention
programs and forming new
partnerships with public and
private entities.
He led the institution as it grew from
serving 25,600 students to more than
36,000 and oversaw the increase in academic degree programs from 91 to 104,
including the establishment of a doctorate in education program, one of the
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Rest in Peace • We Remember You

first in the 23-campus California State
University system.
He presided over the largest construction period in the university’s history with
more than $636 million worth of new and
revitalized facilities. In
all, he added 22 buildings and more than
four million feet of
interior space to meet
the needs of the institution and the students
it serves.
Dr. Gordon ushered
in the institution’s
commitment to sustainability, with all new
buildings erected since 2006 meeting
LEED certification standards.
In his first convocation address, the
Chicago native said, “By providing
access to professional careers for the
broadest cross section of Americans,

including women and members of minority and immigrant groups, our university
represents a pathway into the American
mainstream for individuals and families
who otherwise would not have the opportunity to make this step, thus helping to
ensure the stability of our free economy
and of our democratic government.”
Dr. Gordon presided over the creation
of numerous partnerships and programs,
including one that is a national model for
serving foster youth — the Guardian
Scholars program. The first of its kind in
the nation, the successful program was
launched in 1998, in concert with the
Orangewood Children’s Foundation. It
brought Gordon recognition from the San
Francisco Court Appointed Special
Advocate Program, which awarded him its
2010 Award for Outstanding Service to
Children and the Community. The previous year, the Child Welfare League of
America honored the program with its
National Fostering Educational Success
for Award.
At his final convocation, where he
announced his retirement in the fall of
2011, Gordon said:
“Being president of this great university
has been one of the most exciting and professionally satisfying experiences in my
professional career. I love this university,
take great pride in what we have accomplished together and know a bright future
lies ahead for Cal State Fullerton.”
Services were held on April 25 at St.
Juliana Falconieri Church in Fullerton.
Dr. Gordon is survived by his wife,
Margaret Faulwell Gordon; sons, Patrick,
Michael and Vincent; grandchildren
Nathan, Chesney, and Rabiah; and his sister, Dolores Gordon.
Donations may be made to the President
Emeritus Milton A. Gordon Memorial Fund:
https://giving.fullerton.edu/giving.aspx?
szAccount_no=99079
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LYNN COPPEL

It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of Lynn Coppel on
April 19th. Lynn was born in Denver,
Colorado on March 31,1933. Lynn
worked 3 years as a librarian at MIT and
26 years in the library at California State
University Fullerton. Over the years Lynn
had been an active member in many local
community groups, such as, The Patrons
of the Library for CSUF, Phi Delta
Gamma Honor Society and the
Southwest Oral History Assoc. She was
also an active-alumni at the University of
Arizona, University of Denver, and
California
S t a t e
Un i ve r s i t y
Fullerton.
Throughout
her schooling
she earned a
Bachelor of
Science in
Geology, two
minors
in
chemistry
and math, a
Master's degree in Library Science and a
second Master's degree in Environmental
Studies.
Lynn is survived by her husband,
Claude who she was married to for 56
years, her son Alan, daughter, Susannah
Burica, brother Donald Mackison of
Boulder, Colorado, and grandsons
Christopher and Matthew Burica.
Although she was small in stature her
heart was enormous. She not only
touched numerous lives with her generosity and kindness she never turned away
anyone in need. Her sweet smile and presence will be greatly missed. A Celebration
of Life Service will be held on May 6 th at
2:00 pm at the Temple Beth Tikvah 1600
N. Acacia Fullerton, CA 92831 with a
reception immediately following.

Margaret Emma Pearl Brown Chambers

1917-2017
Long Time Fullerton Resident
Lived a Full Life
Fullerton, CA – Margaret Emma Pearl Brown
Chambers, 99 years, 2 months and 16 days, died
Saturday February 18, 2017, after a brief illness. A
celebration of her life will be held on Saturday, May
13th at the First United Methodist Church in
Fullerton at 2pm.
Margaret, Mom, Aunt Margaret, or Gran as she
was known to her family, was a native Canadian
born on December 2nd, 1917 in Mimico, Canada,
a small town near Toronto. She was the only person
in her ancestry to live to the wonderful age of 99.
Born to Herbert Stanley Brown and Pearl
Hewson, Margaret’s family descended from both
English and Irish ancestry, dating back to the late
1500’s, that eventually immigrated to Canada in
the mid 1850’s. Most of the family settled in
Toronto and surrounding townships. Her ancestry
hails from such locations as Towcester, Kessingland
and Seamer, England as well as County Fermanagh
in Northern Ireland.

Margaret was the oldest of three siblings. Her late brother Herb Brown, three years her junior, was born in Humber
Bay, Canada. He passed away in 2012. Her “little brother”
Jack, or Jackie as she liked to call him, was born in 1928
and lives in Glendora.
The Brown family immigrated to sunny Southern
California in the early 20’s due to her mother’s health
issues. The doctors at the time felt that a warmer climate
just might be the cure she needed. Margaret and her siblings grew up as products of various schools in and around
Pasadena.
In 1927 she participated in the 37th Annual Tournament
of Roses Rose Parade riding on a float for the City of
Temple City. This experience provided a lifelong love with
the Rose Parade having spent many early January 1st
mornings along Colorado Blvd., sharing the gift of excitement and celebration with her friends, children and grandchildren. The following year she survived a bout of
Rheumatic Fever as she was kept in bed for nearly a year.
In 1936 she went on a blind date to a basketball game in
Santa Monica with her future husband Robert Daniel
Chambers. Bob graduated from Pasadena City College in
1937 and then from USC in 1939. This is where Margaret
and her family’s love for USC began. On Nov 14, 1939
Margaret and Bob were married in Highland Park. The
family estimates that Margaret attended well over 350 USC
football games during her lifetime, having last attended an
SC Football game in the early 2000’s.
Margaret and Bob’s family lived in Arcadia, Long Beach
and Garden Grove before setting down in Fullerton on
Lemon Hill Terrace. Two daughters were born to this
union, Robyn Diane and Gayle Ann Chambers. The house
was filled with pool parties for the two girls along with holiday celebrations too big to fit in the living room.
The love in her marriage to Bob eventually faded away
much to Margaret’s disappointment. Bob was the love of
her life and she hoped to see him again one day in heaven.
Margaret became a naturalized American Citizen on
June 21, 1968 in Orange County, California. She later
worked for St Jude Hospital in Fullerton for over 14 years.

Her love for travel included numerous trips to
Canada with parents and brothers to see distant relatives often staying for the entire summer. She also
traveled by RV all over the US staying with distant
cousins and friends, enjoying life. Her travels also
took her oversees to both Turkey and Greece. Of
course nothing though could compare to her life in
Southern California. If she could have lived at the
beach she would have done so opting instead to
spend many evenings in Corona Del Mar watching
the sun set. Her love for the ocean, sea shells, the
cool air, and the sound of the waves kept her young
well into her 100th year of life. Margaret was also an
active member of the First United Methodist
Church in Fullerton.
She is proceeded in death by her parents, her
brother Herb and his wife Lura Brown, and her sister-in-law Betty Brown among many friends she
made throughout her life. Margaret leaves behind
two daughters, Robyn Chambers and Gayle
Chambers, both of Fullerton, three Grandchildren,
Troy Chambers Wollwage and his wife Joan of
Redondo Beach, Joshua David Bruce and his wife
Melinda of Florida, and Jennifer Gayle Wollwage of
Fullerton. Since 2005 the great new love in life was
her great grandchild Jack Patrick Wollwage of
Redondo Beach. She also leaves behind her brother
Jack Hewson Brown and his three children, Mike
Brown, Virginia Braun and Karen Wilfong along
with six grandnephews and nieces and six great
grandnephews and nieces.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in
memory of Margaret Brown Chambers to Music for
All, a nonprofit music organization. Gifts may be
submitted online at www.musicforall.org/give or
mailed to Music for All, Advancement Department,
39 W. Jackson Place, Suite 150, Indianapolis,
Indiana 46225.
Fight On Gran! You will be missed.
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LOCAL CONGREGATIONS WELCOME YOU

Orangethorpe
Christian
Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Dr. Robert L. Case, Pastor

Sunday Service: 10AM
2200 W. ORANGETHORPE
FULLERTON (714) 871-3400
www.orangethorpe.org

Graduating seniors pictured above not in order: Alyssa Afram, Cassie Bretz, Sophie Cruz, Ashley
Nelsen Jillian Pank, Meghan Taylor, Ashleigh Bogart,Tyler Nelson, and Mckenna Rivers.

Fullerton Assisteens Charity Fashion Show
Honors the Graduating Class by Carey Cruz

Fullerton First
United Methodist
Preschool
50th Anniversary
Former students, teachers and
directors of the Fullerton First
United Methodist Preschool are
being sought for the upcoming 50th
Anniversary Preschool Celebration
from noon to 3 p.m. on Sept. 10 at
the school.
Guests are also invited to attend
the 10 a.m. worship service at the
church located at 114 N. Pomona
Ave.
For more information call
Susan Faber at 714-423-4177
or Kim Galea at 714-504-5608.

WAR COSTS in Life & Money
California leads the nation with 3,972 soldiers wounded and 737 dead in wars since 2001.

IN IRAQ & AFGHANISTAN

• 173,903 Civilians killed by Violence

www.iraqbodycount.org (4/29/2017)

• 4,518
• 2,396

US Soldiers killed in Iraq: (DoD 4/1/2017)
US Soldiers killed in Afghanistan (4/29/2017) www.icasualties.org

• 32,223
• 17,674

US Soldiers wounded (DOD reports) www.icasualties.org
Iraq 3/2003 to present (no updates since 11/2011)
Afghanistan 10/2001 to present (no updates since 9/2012)

• $1.758
Trillion

Cost of Wars Since 2001 www.costofwar.com (4/29/2017)

(rounded down) (Iraq $820 billion) (Afghanistan $770 billion)
Cost of Military Action Against ISIL $14.7 billion
Pentagon Slush Fund $148 billion www.nationalpriorities.org
Bombs: 4/6/17: US Shayrat airbase, Syria missile strike cost around $93 million. Each
Tomahawk missile made by Raytheon costs $1.59 million. 59 were used; reportedly 8
Syrian soldiers and 9 civilians in villages near the base killed. 4/13/17: US MOAB
Nangarhar province, Afghanistan cost $16 million; reportedly 36 ISIL members killed.

EVERY HOUR US taxpayers are paying $8.36 million for costs of war
since 2001. What Could We Be Doing With this Money Instead?

The Fullerton Assisteens, the junior
branch of the Assistance League of
Fullerton, will present its annual charity
fashion show on May 13th at the
Sheraton Park Hotel in Anaheim, beginning at 10am. This year’s theme, “Hello
Spring,” will capture the light and breezy
air of a garden tea party. During the lunch
hour, guests will enjoy watching the
Assisteens showcase their dance and modeling talents. Nine local high school seniors will be honored at this year's show for
their years of service.
The Assisteens group is made up of 81
girls from grades 7th through 12th. They
are involved in a variety of philanthropic
events and services throughout the year,
including an annual holiday party for the
Boys & Girls Club; preparation of
Thanksgiving baskets for families; helping
Pathways of Hope with distribution of
food and gifts to the underprivileged;
helping on Saturdays to run the Bargain

Box Thrift Store, which is operated by the
Assistance League of Fullerton; and assisting with the Assistance League’s annual
“Taste of the Town” and “Day of Authors”
fundraising events.

Memorial Day
Celebrating the United States Air Force
on its 70th anniversary will be the focus of
a special salute Monday, May 29, at the
79th Annual Fullerton Memorial Day
Observance. The free program begins at
10am, at Loma Vista Memorial Park, 701
E. Bastanchury Road in Fullerton.
Special guest speaker Brig. Gen. James
Dawkins Jr., the Deputy Director for
Nuclear, Homeland Defense and Current
Operations for the Chair of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, will be escorted by
JROTC cadets from Fullerton and Troy
high schools. Call 714-871-2412 for more
information on the event.
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THE AIR TRAVEL CORNER
by Ravi Perera © 2017

Electronic Ban & Transport
Battle Continues

Cory’s Latest Project - a Film Made in 55 hours
Renaissance Man Productions founded
by local director/producer Cory Reeder
has entered it’s short film “Best Friend”
into this year’s Easterseals Disability Film
Challenge.
The challenge is a weekend-long filmmaking contest open to all in response to
the underrepresentation of people with
disabilities both in front of and behind
the camera. Each year, storytellers write,
produce, and complete a short family
comedy film in 55 hours that includes
actors with disabilities.

Written and directed by Reeder, “Best
Friend” tells the story of Deirdre, a young
girl from New York struggling to accept
LA as her new home. With the help of her
family and a very special new friend, thing
start looking up. The film includes performances by Gitane Neil and Andrew
“Julian” Alvarado making their acting
debuts. To view the film visit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikq7G
QV4KmY&feature=youtu.be
To learn more about the challenge visit
https://disabilityfilmchallenge.com/.

Fullerton Taxpayers for Reform Fined $2,500
by Thy Vo voiceofoc.org
The group Fullerton Taxpayers for
Reform will be fined $2,500 by the state’s
ethics watchdog for distributing 500
improperly labeled campaign signs during
the June 2016 primary election against
State Senate candidate Sukhee Kang.
The signs reading “No Kang – Irvine
Carpetbagger” said they were paid for by
the Fullerton committee but the font was
too small, and did not include a statement
that the signs were not paid for by a
Senate candidate.
The committee’s representatives, Jack
Dean and Tony Bushala, did, however,
agree to replace the signs in the days

before the June 7 election.
Kang, the former mayor of Irvine
moved to Fullerton and ran as a Democrat
for State Senate district 29, which
includes North Orange County and parts
of Los Angeles County. He later moved
back to Irvine.
The committee’s $2,500 fine still must
be approved by the full Fair Political
Practices Commission.
FPPC regulations require campaign
signs to include a funding disclosure that
is at least five percent of the total height of
the sign.
Contact Thy Vo at tvo@voiceofoc.org or
follow her on Twitter @thyanhvo.

WHAT TO DO AFTER THE DROUGHT
continued from frontpage
She will share her personal experience of
making the water count by growing an
abundant “food forest” ecosystem in her
own yard.
Dr. Percy will talk about greywater and
water harvesting, with an emphasis on
edible landscaping. She will share simple
and practical “water harvesting” tips such
as: how to get the most out of even a small
rain, and how to create your own easy-toinstall “laundry to landscape” system
using washing machine water to benefit
your landscape as well as your water bill.
Tapping the “greywater” in your laun-

dry system is one of the simplest and least
expensive ways to get the most value from
the water you use in your home (yes, it’s
legal and you don’t need a permit).
Former Fullerton Mayor Jan Flory will
provide an update on the status of our
local water management, especially in
regards to the work required to replenish
our over-drafted groundwater and some
successes in the public’s efforts to conserve
water. Flory served on the Orange County
Water District Board of Directors where
she gained insight and understanding of
the sources, perils, and progress of
Fullerton’s water resources.

The electronic ban – a ban on electronics larger than a smart phone from
certain Middle Eastern and North
African countries continues, and so does
the battle between the US3 and the
ME3. The US3 comprise of United
Airlines, American Airlines, and Delta
The ME3 are Emirates
Airlines.
Airlines, Qatar Airways, and Eithad
Airlines.
To those of you that joined the party
late, or are unaware of this ongoing battle, the US Airlines claim that the three
Middle East airlines are “State
Sponsored” and get billions of dollars
poured into their coffers to be global
leaders in air transport. Not only are
Emirates and Qatar global leaders, their
new aircrafts and superior service is far
ahead of any US airline. The Emirates
lounge in Dubai and the Qatar lounge
in Doha are far superior to any lounge in
the USA. Unfortunately, the US3 certainly cannot match the ME3 in the air
or on the ground.

Cuts in Service to US
Last week Emirates announced that
they will be cutting down on service to
five of the 12 cities they serve in the US.
Emirates stated that they had been experiencing steady growth in the US in the
years before President Trump took
office, but had seen a “significant deterioration” of bookings for US flights during the last three months where passengers entering the US have decreased.
They added that they will closely monitor the situation with the view to reinstate and grow their US flight operations
as soon as viable. Emirates have 101
flight departures from US cities connecting to over 150 cities worldwide.

Air Marshal, Guns
& Bathrooms
Earlier this month, an Air Marshal left
a loaded gun in the lavatory of a Delta
Airlines plane flying from Manchester to
JFK. A passenger found the gun and
handed it to a flight attendant. This is
not the first time that Air Marshals have
done this, and in fact, they seem to be in
the habit of leaving loaded guns in bathrooms. Two years ago an Air Marshal left
a loaded gun in a Newark airport bath-

room. Last year they left a loaded gun in
a Philadelphia airport bathroom. In
2001, a teenager found an Air Marshal’s
gun in an aircraft bathroom.
Most people think that the Air
Marshal program started soon after 911, but it started in 1962. To date, no
Air Marshal has ever stopped a terrorist
attack or a hijacker since the service was
started in 1962. In fact, it has been the
reverse, with 148 Air Marshals arrested
and an additional 58 instances of criminal conduct between 2002 and 2012.

Biometric Exit
The United States is one of the handful of countries in the world where your
passport in not checked and stamped by
immigration officials when exiting the
country. This makes it relatively easy to
make a fast getaway after committing a
crime or overstaying your visa. The closest a passenger would come to a name
check would be to have your passport
checked by airline check-in counter personnel, who obviously do not have the
necessary training in document examination. Without a verifiable exit
process, the government has no way of
determining how many visa holders are
overstaying, or who they are.
Say hi to the ‘Biometric Exit’ – a facial
recognition program where all international passengers departing the USA will
be scanned while boarding the aircraft.
Since photographs of all non-US citizens
are in the immigration database, no
enrollment or photographing subjects
for a database will be needed as they will
be matched with existing photos.
Biometric Exit will be introduced as
early as July in a few airports, giving
CBP agents biometric proof that a US
visitor has left the country.

More Information
If you are interested in receiving information on mistake fares and low fares,
and are on Facebook, send your information to mail@serendipityntravel.com
and I will send you an invitation to my
members only travel group. I am not a
travel agent and I do not sell anything.
All I do is provide you with the information on where to find the fare.
Ravi Perera is a Fullerton resident and former
airline employee. He has flown over 2 million
miles on 27 different airlines to 46 countries,
and traveled around the world four times.

BALANCE & CHANGE
Get Involved
If you see a piece of trash sitting on
the ground, do you pass it by or pick it
up and throw it away? If you see a small
child wondering around alone, do you
stop and make sure that the child is
okay and re-connected with the parents
or do you say that someone else will
take care of it? If you hear someone call
out for help, do you pretend that you
didn’t hear anything or go find out what
is going on?
This world needs people who are willing to get involved. We need people
who are willing to go into situations
that are not clear to make sure that
everyone is okay. Often we do not get
involved, because we are not sure. If you

are unclear about what is
going on, ask questions.
Get answers that make sense. Reach out
to those that need help.
Often we do not take action because
we assume that someone else will take
care of it. But what if everyone else is
thinking the same thing? Then no one
does anything and nothing gets done.
You live in this world; therefore, you
are responsible for making it a better
place. I want to share one of my favorite
quotes from the Rabbi Hillel. Check
yourself and see how you answer these
questions:
If I am not for myself,
who will be for me?
If I am only for myself, what am I?
If not now, when?

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT Individual, Couple & Family Therapy
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5
www.michellegottlieb.com
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2017
ANSWER KEY
At left is the answer
key to the crossword
“Initially!” on page 7.

Fullerton-born resident
Valerie Brickey
has been
constructing puzzles
for numerous years.
She has agreed to keep
us entertained with
more in the future!

FPD Community Relations Officer Juanita Juarez at the OneOC Awards Ceremony
with honoree Robert Bernstein of the Fullerton Police Department. PHOTO JERE GREENE

OneOC Honors Go to
Several Fullerton Residents
Annual
Spirit
of
OneOC
Volunteerism Awards were presented to
375 nominees representing 145 organizations during a luncheon attended by
1,100 of their peers held at the
Disneyland Hotel Grand Ballroom on
April 24.
Several Fullerton residents received
awards including Fullerton RSVP
Officer Robert Bernstein, shown above,
with FPD Community Relations

Officer Juanita Juarez; Verne Wagner of
CSUF; Judy Price of JOYA Scholars;
and Jere Greene of Red Cross (also the
Observer photographer).
The Spirit of Volunteerism Awards
Luncheon is Orange County's largest
volunteer recognition event. Presented
for 41 years exclusively to celebrate those
who have contributed to the causes they
care about through community service
and workplace volunteerism.

Scientists Call for Shift to Renewable Energy
The scientific community is calling for an immediate shift to clean, renewable
energy in order for our planet to stay below 1.5 degrees of warming. In order to
protect our families and our planet, Food & Water Watch is committed to blocking fossil fuel projects now and to work toward a transition to 100% clean renewable energy by 2035 (because waiting until 2050 is simply not an option). This is
a bold goal — and it will be hard — but we know this is what is necessary to avoid
the most devastating impacts of climate change. To learn more about what this
group is doing towards that goal visit www.foodandwaterwatch.org

CITY TO REDUCE EXPENDITURES BY $4 MILLION
IN PLAN TO BALANCE THE BUDGET
The city has developed multiple strategies required to balance the General Fund
budget for FY 2017/18 through recent
budget workshops. The goal is to reduce
expenditures by $4 million through a combination of fee increases, selling property,
and
cutting
operating
budgets.
Departments are working to reduce operating expenses. The information will be presented to the council in June.
The last five-year projection developed
several years ago noted the need to close the
$4 million deficit in fiscal year 2017/18.
Each department head was directed to
identify reductions of 1% and 2% in their
proposed budgets for next fiscal year. The
total amounts represent less than 50% of
the required goal.

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call 714-525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides space
for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide valid
license. Editor reserves right to reject any
ad not considered suitable for our family
newspaper.
Sorry, we do not accept date ads, get
rich schemes or financial ads of any sort.
Call 714-525-6402 for details.
The cost of a classified is $10 for 50
words or less per issue. Payment is by
check only.
Items and services that are free and lost

FOR RENT
STUDIO FOR RENT FULLERTON

Quiet neighborhood, close to the
equestrian
trail
(great
for
biking/hiking/walking). Private bath and
entrance. Non-smoker - no pets (I have
two lovable labs). Rent is $1150/month
$600 refundable deposit. Please call Jane:
714.738.8622 - no answer just leave a
message.

HANDYMAN

LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Patios, Windows, Doors,
Gates, Fences, Dry rot, Electrical, New,
Repairs, Special Projects. CSLB #744432.
Free Estimates 714-738-8189

and found item and lost pet listings are
printed for free as space allows.
The Observer assumes no liability for
ads placed here. However, if you have a
complaint or compliment about a service,
please let us know at 714-525-6402.
Call City Hall at 714-738-6531 to
inquire about business licenses.
For contractor license verification go to
the California State Contractor License

BEAUTY & HEALTH

AMWAY, ARTISTRY, NUTRILITE

To buy Amway, Artistry,
or Nutrilite products
please call Jean 714-349-4486

WANT TO BUY

ENGINEERING & TECH BOOKS

Older Engineering & Tech Books
Wanted. Engineering, physics, mathematics, electronics, aeronautics, welding,
woodworking, HVAC, metalworking,
and other types of technical books purchased. Large Collections (25+ books)
preferred. Please call Deborah (714)5288297

United We Dream
Please Take Action
https:actionnetwork.org/forms/i
mmigrants-are-heretostay

Board website at www.cslb.ca.gov. Once
there click on the red link on the left of
the page which will take you to a screen
where you can enter the name, contractor
number, or business to make sure they are
Thank You!
legit.

FREE Services
CALL 2-1-1

Call 2-1-1 on your phone for nonemergency help on any issue you are having in Orange County or visit online at
www.211.org
TEENLINE

Call (800) TLC-TEEN (800-8528336). Open from 6am to 10pm this line
is answered by teen volunteers to help talk
out any issue. Also available online at
teenlineonline.org
DOMESTIC ABUSE

If you or someone you know is the victim of domestic abuse contact the 24hour WTLC bilingual hotline at 877531-5522.
YWCA MAMMOGRAMS

The YWCA is offering free mammogram screenings in partnership with the
State of California Every Woman Counts
Program, but appointments are necessary.
Call YWCA at 714-871-4488 to make an
appointment. (Hablamos Español,
English and Korean) Screenings will be
held: May 6: New Life Mission Korean
Church, 1430 E. Orangethorpe Ave.
Fullerton CA 92831.

Fee increases will be a critical part of
addressing the deficit. Prior to 2011, fees
were increased by an average of 3% annually to keep up with inflation. When the
recession hit, the City Council delayed fee
increases. Fees were minimally increased in
2013 and 2015 but not enough to keep up
with the cost increases over this time,. The
city now subsidizes many of the services it
provides causing significant loss of revenue.
Staff is proposing an average 10% increase
in fees to recover the actual costs of providing services. It is estimated that this increase
will generate $500,000 in annual revenue.
The Five Year Capital Improvement Plan
is posted on the city website under the
Administrative Services Department link at
www.cityoffullerton.com.

JOBS UPDATED 4/26/17
CITY JOB OPENINGS

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then “City
Employment.” Apply online by clicking
on the “Apply” link or visit Fullerton City
Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
•Chief of Police. Recruitment for this
full time position has been reopened
through May 8, 2017.
•Police Officer Trainee. $5,868$6,469/monthly. Under supervision performs non-sworn duties. Written test
week of May 8; Physical Ability June 5.
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker. Non-regular, non-benefited. $10.50-$12/hr
•Community Services Specialist
$11.25-$12/hr. Non-benefited.
•Community Services Leader $10.50$11/hr. Non-benefited.
•Police Dispatcher. (non-regular/at
will/no benefits) $23-$30.52/hourly.
Must be POST certified.
•Police Officer Lateral/Academy
Trained.
$5,868-$7,489/monthly.
Performs sworn police duties in prevention of crime and enforcement of law and
order.
•Police Officer Trainee. Full time.
$5,868-$6,469/monthly.
FULLERTON SCHOOL
DISTRICT & FULLERTON
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOB OPENINGS

Visit www.edjoin.org and search for
“Fullerton” for list of positions:
•School Office Manager, $3,778$4,837/month. Deadline 4pm, May 9.
Fullerton School District
•Assistant Superintendent, Business
Services $199,481/annual. Deadline
4pm, May 17. Fullerton School District
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Congratulations to 4th Annual Wally Film Award Winners! by Tila Pacheco
Troy Productions hosted its 4th Annual
Wally Awards on Thursday, April 20 at
6pm in the North Gym at Troy High
School. The festival serves as a good
opportunity to showcase the best work
from Troy’s almost 300 Film and Media
students.
Once again, this year’s program featured
films in the following categories: Media
Concepts, Trailers, Comedy/Musical,
Commercial, Horror, Documentary,
Drama, Thriller, Science Fiction, Short
Form, Music Videos, and Animation.

Troy’s program has been steadily growing
since its inception 5 years ago. The films
are available to view at the links provided
after each team. Awards went to:
Best in Show: Matthew 23:28
Kyle Kim, Joshua Chung, Joyce Khalil,
Derek van Delden, Paulo Chavez,
Kyle Ann, Crystal Yu
https://youtu.be/w8qkLs-cvUM
Best Trailer: Captain Fullerton
Noah Prince, , Alfy Cruz
https://youtu.be/r_Rw9fxww4I

Best Commercial: Always
Sarah Jeong, Chris Kim, Rachel Kwon,
Charles Lee, Judy Kim, Daniella Lee
https://youtu.be/N9WO1o8qmVc

Best Horror: Exposure
David Vergara, Isaiah Claudio, Mark
Mattson, Darsh Thakker, Isaac Lee, Ben
Walsh https://youtu.be/YcTP1ShqkNc

Best Short Form: Never Forget
Khanh Tran, Cassie Chang
https://youtu.be/kfCYlmLfYwg

Best Sci Fi: Resonance
Alex Gomez, Austin Richardson,
Richard Coulter, Joseph Flores, Chandler
Conner https://youtu.be/5DoHTwjpZec

Best Comedy: Pimp My Man
Paulo Chavez, Dharam Patel,
Joshua Chung, Justin Oh, Kyle Kim
https://youtu.be/ktYcxMxEmhE

Best Drama: Kismet
Victor Vo, Ryan Chen, Jacob Linao,
Kayla Kim, Joshua Chung
https://youtu.be/yNbtRzSDRXI

Mr. Fullerton 2017
Fourteen Fullerton High School
students competed for the Mr.
Fullerton title on April 12 at
Plummer's Auditorium. This funfilled, annually held competition consisted of skits, interviews, swim and
formal wear competitions.
The contestants, staff, and volunteers of Fullerton High School spent
weeks of hard work and preparation
for the show.
The contestants were Bryce
Abernathy, Christian Alvarez, Arthur
Bravo, Matthew Flynn, Evenor
Giannavola, Josia Haugen, Alex
Gotch, Justin Kim, Taylor Lucio,
Kody Orozco, Steven Ortega, Niam
Schade, Thomas Shields, and
Christian Viramontes.
Bryce Abernathy won the People's
Choice award, Josia Haugen was
awarded Mr. Congeniality, and
Matthew Flynn won the top title of

Above:
Mr. Fullerton 2017 escorts
Fullerton High Campus Supervisor
Kathy Petti (aka “Grandma”)
Mr. Fullerton 2017. Matthew is an Eagle
Scout with Troop 1201, operates a small production and eBay business, and will be pursuing a career in film.

Sorry no pets are permitted at the event.

