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Supreme Court Declines Review of Petition on Case
Against Chevron & City but Friends Remain Hopeful

Fire at the Fox
Connected to
Homelessness

On February 23, the Fullerton Fire
Department responded to calls regarding
a fire at the Fox Theater.
Fullerton/Brea Fire Division Chief/Fire

Marshal Kathy Schaefer said the initial
call was placed by people walking by the
scene. The fire was up against the east side
of the structure, next to the door by the
stage. The Fire Department arrival time as
8:57am.
When Fire Engine #1 arrived on the

scene they reported heavy smoke coming
from the rear of the structure. Additional
fire crews were called in and FPD was
requested for traffic control. 
Eventually 4 fire engines, 2 fire trucks,

and 2 battalion chiefs were assigned to the
incident (26 to 28 personnel in all).

New Bar
Regulations
Proposed
by J.A. Kaluzny

On February 27, Community
Development Director Ted White pre-
sented to the Planning Commission a
series of proposed new regulations for
downtown bars, in an effort to deal with
the numerous problems created by the
late night downtown scene.
White characterized the proposed regu-

lations as “A reset of restaurant regula-
tions, one component of the Downtown
Game Plan.”
The new regulations apply to business-

es that serve alcohol. The last revision of
these regulations was in 2008, commonly
known as “the alcohol ordinance” which
was a reaction to a 2002 restaurant over-
lay district ordinance.
The proposed ordinance modifies both

the applications for Conditional Use
Permits (CUP) and Administrative Use
Permits (ARUP) as well as some enforce-
ment methods.  All restaurants that serve
alcohol and have entertainment must
obtain a CUP as well as an Entertainment
Permit. 

Continued on page 2

COYOTE HILLS OR CONCRETE HILLS? Part of the 510-acre West Coyote Hills. Next time we take a photo from this angle 
will we see this view or Chevron’s 760 unit housing development? Once developed it will not come back. - PHOTO IRA MCNABB

In bad news for protection of the public
vote and citizens’ constitutional right to
petition their government, on February
27 the California Supreme Court denied a
request from Friends of Coyote Hills to
review its case against Chevron/PCH and
the City of Fullerton.
In response, the Friends of Coyote Hills

have planned a rally in front of City Hall
on Tuesday, March 5 at 5:30 before the
city council meeting to encourage
saving all the land.
Several lawsuits and finally the

petition to the Supreme Court
were filed after Council ignored
the results of the referendum
Measure W in which 61% of
local voters rejected the council
approval of Chevron’s 760 home
housing development for West
Coyote Hills. 
Friends of Coyote Hills

President Angela Lindstrom said,
“The Friends and the City can
continue their fundraising
momentum to save all of West
Coyote Hills. Everyone has a part
in solving this problem. We
raised $30M in a contentious environ-
ment. Think what we can do when every-
one is on the same side! Let's pick our-
selves up and save all of Coyote Hills as a
park and preserve for now and the future.
It came as a great disappointment today

when the California State Supreme Court
denied our petition review our Measure
W lawsuit. It doesn't mean they don't
think it's important or that they side with
the City or Chevron or The Friends, but
that they had too many other cases to
review.
What does this mean for voters' right to
referendum? It's hard to say when the tac-
tic used here may be repeated elsewhere.
Some other brave civic group will have to
fight that battle, and perhaps set a legal
precedent we were not able to do here.

What does this mean for the effort to
save Coyote Hills? The development enti-
tlements for West Coyote Hills stand. It
will now cost a lot more to buy the land.
The 2016 appraised value of $150M for
the property may be the selling price.
It's a good time to review our accom-

plishments since 2001 - 18 years of fight-
ing to save all of Coyote Hills for a park
for our community. We've been lucky to

enjoy this quiet and beau-
tiful open space neighbor
that staved off horrendous
traffic, blight and noise. It
anchored me to the City of
Fullerton, and called upon
my best self to help save
just this little piece of
nature and last piece of our
community's natural char-
acter.
Our Measure W refer-

endum - your votes -
helped to persuade
Chevron to set aside a tract
adjacent to the Ward
Nature Preserve as open
space, moving 59 housing

units to other tracts on the site. That more
than doubled the Ward Nature Preserve.
Our lawsuit gave us and the City more

time to raise funds to buy the land. In
fact, most of the nearly $30 million of
funds raised to-date were done in just the
last couple of years. 
Through our efforts, the City now has

access to funds to purchase two other
tracts near the Ward Nature Preserve to
save the entire east side of Coyote Hills.
Had we not taken action, the entire West
Coyote Hills site would have been devel-
oped starting in 2016 to early 2017!
To recap, our effort to save Coyote Hills

has not been in vain. We've saved the site
east of Gilbert directly adjacent to the
Ward Preserve.
So where do we go from here?

Acquisition of the rest of the site is now
much more expensive. But ironically, I no
longer believe this is a money issue: this is
a people issue. Chevron can agree to sell
the rest of the property by allowing us say
two years to raise the money. The Council
can agree to do something great and last-
ing by working with the Friends to keep
looking for funding.
Since the land is now valued at its high-

est entitlement, Chevron can take advan-
tage of donating the land to the maximum
tax write-off. They can take advantage of
Federal and State Conservation tax incen-
tives to donate part of the land to reduce
income taxes paid by Chevron
Corporation. And that's without doing
the work of developing the site over sever-
al years,” Lindstrom said.

A Rally will be
held in front 
of City Hall 
on Tuesday,
March 5 
at 5:30 

prior to the 
city council 
meeting to

encourage the
council to save
all the land.

See related item on page 10

Continued on page 5
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Two Face Court for Sign Theft

LOCAL& REGIONAL NEWS

by Jesse La Tour
The Nicolas Junior High Concert Band

provided live music for the February 7
opening of the Citrea Apartments at 336
East Santa Fe Ave. in Downtown
Fullerton. Mayor Jesus Silva and other
local leaders participated in the ribbon-
cutting ceremony for the new complex
which provides 55 apartments for low-
income families.
“I am very honored to be part of this,”

Silva said, “when you see what it does for
families to have their own place, a quality
place with services, it really starts a shift
for them to move up the economic lad-
der.”
The 5-story project is a partnership

between the City of Fullerton, Related
California (an affordable housing devel-
oper), and the Foundation for Affordable
Housing. 
On-site social services for residents are

provided by LifeSteps and include adult
educational courses such as financial liter-
acy, health and wellness, skill-building,
and computer training classes.
According to LifeSteps President Beth

Southorn, social services, in conjunction
with affordable housing, helps to prevent
and end homelessness. 
“At LifeSteps, we catch people before

they fall. Over 85% of the time, we’ve
been able to prevent housing instability,”
Southorn said.
Daniela Cervantes San Elias is a

Fullerton native, a single mother of two,
and a full time student and employee at
Fullerton College. She recently moved
into a two-bedroom apartment at Citrea.
Before moving in, she was living in a

one-bedroom apartment in Fullerton in
an area that she felt was unsafe for her
children, and the rent became too expen-
sive. After moving into her parents’ house,
she noticed that Citrea was opening, and
she applied.
“When I was told that I was approved,

that was the biggest blessing of my life. I
fell to my knees with happiness because I
never thought I’d have this opportunity.
It’s a very safe location, very convenient
for me,” said Daniela, who is getting
ready to transfer to Cal State Fullerton to
continue her higher education.
“I’m very thankful for this opportuni-

ty,” she said, “I don’t worry about what
tomorrow holds because I am able to pro-
vide for both my kids.”
Tom Willard is founder and president

of the Foundation for Affordable
Housing. 
“There’s going to be 150 or so people

who move in here, but over the life of this
project there will literally be thousands
who will call this facility their home. This
property will be a launch pad for many
families who are trying to get through the
financial labyrinth of living in America,”
Willard said.
William Witte is the CEO of Related

California, the developer of the property. 
“The good news is there are 55 families

like Daniela’s living here. The not as good
news is there are 1,300 plus who applied
to live here. So, we all have to do a lot
more,” Witte said.
Citrea is the first affordable community

to be developed under the Fullerton
Transportation Center Specific Plan and is
located in close proximity to schools, a
community center, the Fullerton Public
Library, a public park, and within walking
distance of the Fullerton Train Station and
a regional bus transportation hub.
Local artist Mike Tauber designed the

mural on the train track side of the com-
plex. Seen by thousands of Metrolink and
Amtrak passengers each day., the mural
represents the history of the former Pacific
Citrus Products bottling plant that once
stood on the site and the company’s most
famous product, Hawaiian Punch, pro-
duced in the mid-20th century.

Paulette Marshall Chaffee, an attorney
and former candidate for Fullerton City
Council, is scheduled for sentencing on
March 20, in Dept. N-9, North Justice
Center, Fullerton. On Dec. 20, 2018, she
pleaded guilty to two misdemeanor
counts of petty theft in an incident where
she was caught on video surveillance tape
taking down political signs targeting her
as a carpetbagger. 
She and her husband Doug Chaffee

(recently elected OC supervisor), who live
in District 2, had been criticized for pur-
chasing a one-bed condo in District 5
allegedly to qualify for that district’s coun-
cil seat. She suspended her campaign after
being charged.
“Paulette Chaffee will be ordered to pay

restitution of $20, plus $150 in state resti-
tution, pay $150 to the Victim Witness
Emergency Fund, and complete 20 hours
of community service. If 60 or more
hours of community service are complet-
ed by the sentencing date, the People will
consider a motion to reduce the misde-
meanor charges to infractions,” OC
District Attorney said.
Newly-elected Buena Park District 1

Councilmember Sunny Youngsun Park is
due in court the same day.
Also an attorney, Park is scheduled for

arraignment at 8:30am in Dept. N8 of the
North Justice Center in Fullerton.
She and her family bought a home in

Buena Park District 1 about a year before
the election. Her law practice is also locat-
ed in Buena Park.  
Park’s campaign was targeted by her

opponent in the race with signs saying
“No Sunny Carpetbagger.” In October,
prior to the November 6, 2018 election,
Park was video-taped taking down the
signs. The video posted online shows
Kenny, the husband of Virginia Vaughn,
Park’s opponent in the race, yelling at Park
during the sign-stealing incident for tak-
ing down signs that he says “we paid for.”
She said she was collecting the signs as

evidence because they were illegal, point-
ing out (accurately) that they did not have
the required (FPPC) indication of who
paid for them. 
Buena Park Police arrested and later

released Park for the sign-stealing inci-
dent. The OC District Attorney  charged
her with misdemeanor petty theft in
December. 
Sunny Youngsun Park is the first

Korean-American elected to the Buena
Park City Council though demographics
for the city show Asians make up 28.4%
of the population, 

Ribbon Cutting for Citrea Affordable Housing

CORRECTIONS

In the Mid February Observer two stories repeated after the skip to page 2.
Below are the full stories for our print customers. Sorry for the error.

The report reads “Fire Attack reported
an external rubbish fire with no extension
into the structure. A sprinkler had activat-
ed just inside the affected door and held
the fire in check.”
Moderate smoke was reported inside

the structure. Fire crews inspected the
building to make sure the fire was com-
pletely out and the building owner arrived
on the scene and was given a report. No
one was injured in the fire.
Police and Fire crews responded quick-

ly, had the fire out, and were cleaning up
by 9:30am.
According to the Fox Theatre

Foundation, it is thought that the fire was
started by a homeless person camping out
in the space just outside the east door at
the back of the theater.
There were no homeless people on the

scene at the time of the fire department’s
arrival.
The Foundation was aware of the

homeless man and the “mess” he had cre-
ated in front of the door. 
Foundation Board President Leland

Wilson said, “Bob Winklemann on our
board had been trying to get the FPD
homeless liaison guys to remove the
homeless person, and his mess at the door
where the fire was started, for a couple
days prior to the fire event. We were in the
process of locating a place to dump the
stuff ourselves to get it cleaned up...but
the fire beat us to it.”
According to Wilson there have

been at least a dozen break-ins at
the historic theater. 
“One night I went in and there

was a bed, a pile of charcoal lit
with red potatoes in it, and a pile
of feces about 10 feet from that,”
Wilson said, “We seem to have
gained the upper hand on break-
ins. This fire was not a break
in...it was a trespass for sure, but
it was exterior as you know.”
Wilson said that the damages

are so slight that it is not worth
filing for insurance. He says the
crew can clean it up. Future reno-
vation plans are expected to
secure the building from any fur-
ther intrusion.
“The building is alarmed and

connected to the FPD, Wilson
said. “Windows have been board-
ed up after having literally been
broken to enter [in the past]. We
are in the process of replacing the
boards with new glass.” 
In the next $2.6 million renova-

Fire at the Fox & Connection to Homelessness

continued from frontpage

Firefighters climbed to the roof to ensure the fire had not spread. 
PHOTO BY MATT KARAFFA

tion phase, new exterior doors will be
installed that will protect against any
smoke entering the building in case of
another fire, Wilson said.
The next phase of renovation of the

Fox, located at the corner of Harbor and
Chapman in downtown Fullerton, will
include restrooms and other features gain-
ing the theater “partial occupancy” which
will allow for more events to be held there.
While it won’t mean the theater will be
open – hosting more special events at the
Fox is expected to help boost funds for the
final push to open the theater.

A plume of smoke.
PHOTO BY ARTHUR GONZALES

Damage at the East Door of the Fox.
PHOTO COURTESY OF FULLERTON THEATRE FOUNDATION
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Assemblymember Quirk-Silva speaks to Community Coffee audience 
at Fullerton Library Café. PHOTO BY JANE RANDS

Quirk-Silva Discusses 2019 Housing Plan
by Jane Rands

About fifty people packed into the
Library Café in the Fullerton Public
Library for Assemblymember Sharon
Quirk-Silva’s “Community Coffee”
event on Saturday February 23.
Quirk-Silva discussed her committee
appointments, the legislative process,
and her housing priorities. She also
recognized the new operators of the
Library Café.

Committees
The Speaker of the State Assembly,

Anthony Rendon, has assigned
Quirk-Silva to five standing commit-
tees responsible for accountability,
communications, governmental
organization, housing, and rules. She
described some of the issues dis-
cussed in her committees. Most
notable was the Committee on
Accountability and Administrative
Review, which in the past has looked
at issues such as hidden money found
in the State Park system, late unem-
ployment checks, and more recently
the myriad problems at the
Department of Motor Vehicles.

Legislative Process
February 22 was the last day for

each Assemblymember to introduce
legislation. Quirk-Silva said the leg-
islative process is “lengthy,” starting
in March and ending in September.
After a bill is assigned a number, it
goes through Assembly committees,
is voted on by the Assembly, passed
to Senate, goes through Senate com-
mittees, is voted on by Senate and
possibly returns to the Assembly with
amendments and a potential confer-
ence hearing, and then it is sent to
the governor. A diagram of the

process is available from the Clerk of
the Assembly.
Quirk-Silva said assemblymembers

can submit as many as 50 bills each
year, but it is difficult for staff to
manage that many. Most submit 20,
expecting 10 to pass. She works on
building relationships with other
members to gain support for her leg-
islation, with the understanding that
constituents in different districts
have different needs. She is prioritiz-
ing housing for her district, while
colleagues in the Inland Empire are
focusing on job creation. When a bill
is not passed out of a committee or is
passed to the floor and then voted
down, it is “dead” for the year, but it
can be re-introduced the next year.

2019 Housing Plan
Quirk-Silva’s staff handed out her

2019 Housing Package that she said
supports affordable housing, housing
for homeless people, and housing for
millennials It includes the following
7 Bills: AB 113, AB 139, AB 143, AB
143, AB 146, AB 148, SB 248 and
AB 816.  Quirk-Silva authored four
of the bills and co-authored two oth-
ers.
Visit www.fullertonobserver.com to

read the descriptions of each bill in
the longer version of this story.

New Local Office
For help with services under the

purview of the state, such as DMV,
Medi-Cal, and other Constituent
Services contact Assemblymember
Sharon Quirk-Silva’s office at (714)
521-6505. In May her office is mov-
ing to the Fullerton Towers on
Harbor at Brea Blvd., where US
Representative Cisneros recently
opened an office.

Library Café
Operators
Recognized:

After
Assemblymember
Quirk-Silva’s talk,
Fullerton Mayor
Jesus Silva spoke
briefly about

Fullerton’s highest
priorities being
homelessness and
infrastructure.

Then
Assemblymember

Quirk-Silva 
recognized

Library Café
operators, Anita
and Mike Lim.

Improvements are expected to be completed by fall of this
year at the 3-acre park located adjacent to Woodcrest School
at 440 W. Orangethorpe in Fullerton.
Members of the Woodcrest Community Group, who never

gave up advocating for needed improvements at the neighbor-
hood park, celebrated groundbreaking ceremonies on
February 19. 
Present at the event were Fullerton Mayor Jesus Silva,

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra, Amy Ramos of State
Assembly District 65 Representative Sharon Quirk-Silva’s
office, former Fullerton Parks & Recreation Commissioner
Karen Lang, Leonel Talavera of Habitat for Humanity OC,
and more.

Mayor Silva credited not only the
sponsor groups (including St. Jude
Healthy Communities Initiative,
Womens Club of Fullerton and
Kiwanis International), but the com-
munity group who kept the issue in
the forefront. He suggested they con-
tinue to lobby him on a couple of
related issues, such as opening a city
recreation office within the adjacent

apartment building.
NeighborhoodWorks OC and Habitat for Humanity OC

partnered in 2012 to host open dialogue at the Woodcrest
Community Group meeting about the challenges and issues
the neighborhood was facing.
After an initial meeting with the Woodcrest Community

Group in late 2013, the Women’s Club of Fullerton and
Kiwanis International  joined forces to raise funds for new
playground equipment for the park. St. Jude Healthy
Communities Initiative came on board with a grant for state-
of-the-art outdoor fitness equipment to be installed when the
renovation plan was approved.
The Woodcrest Park renovation was placed on the city’s

approved list of projects for 2016/17 and the plan was passed
by the Parks & Recreation Commission in September 2017.
Parks & Rec Commissioner Karen Lang-McNabb said,
“People don’t realize that because park improvement funds
come directly from other developments, park plans can be

Woodcrest Park Takes Off

“It’s great to see
this one finally
happening after
five long years
of waiting.”

Groundbreaking:Woodcrest Neighborhood Community Group members Sonia Noveron, Veronica Segura,
Blanca Garcia, Irma Yolanda Ramos, Llse Miranda and Norma Navarette are joined by Mayor Jesus Silva (far

left), Gavin Talavera, Amy Ramos from Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva’s office, and Councilmember Ahmad
Zahra (4th from right) at the ground breaking ceremony for Woodcrest Park.  - PHOTO BY KAREN LANG

canceled or postponed. It’s great to see this one finally
happening after five long years of waiting.”
In addition to the playground and fitness equipment

grants, the project is supported by $850,000 from Park
Dwelling Fees, $12,543 from Measure M2, and two
grants: $499,250 from the CA Dept. of Land & Water
Conservation; and $364,550 from the Housing
Related Parks Program. (The HRPP grant was trans-
fered from one originally intended for Pearl Park, next
to the Garnet Community Center, which is still under-
going negotiations with property owners before
improvements there can begin).
Renovations at Woodcrest Park include new picnic

area features, play-structures, outdoor exercise equip-
ment, new restroom, a basketball court, lighting, land-
scaping and hardscaping, parking lot, street and curb
improvements and more. Added to the project were
improvements to the adjacent Woodcrest School soft-
ball field (which is used by both the city and school in
a joint use agreement).
Council approved a contract with BGB Design

Group for development of construction documents on
Feb. 6, 2018 and the $1.6 million construction con-
tract was awarded to FS Contractors Inc. at the Nov.
20, 2018 council meeting. 
Project completion is expected in the fall of 2019.
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
by Jesse La Tour

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video 

of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast 
at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon. 
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.

Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

February 19 City Council Meeting
(Next meeting Tuesday, March 5th at 6:30pm. 

Come see your local government in action!) 

Before every public city council meeting, there is a “closed session” in which council
meets with various parties to discuss items outside view of the public. During this
week’s closed session, council met with legal council to discuss four current or poten-
tial lawsuits involving the city: David Bonnabel v. City of Fullerton, Orange County
Catholic Worker el al v. Orange County et al (the federal lawsuit relating to homeless-
ness), and two unspecified cases. Council met with representatives of local public
employee unions to discuss salaries, benefits, and working conditions. Finally, council
met with local developer Tony Bushala to discuss price and terms of the Fullerton
Transportation Station Building Lease.

Closed Session

Public Comments
Water infrastructure funding: Dr.

Mark Shapiro, who is on the Water Rate
Ad Hoc Committee, said that while fund-
ing infrastructure improvements with a
bond is generally not a good idea, he had
identified some improvements that could
be bond-funded. 
Our Urban Forest: Jenson Hallstrom

asked if the city had an update to their
community forest management plan and
expressed concern about dead and dying
trees in Fullerton’s parks, which create
safety hazards. 
Former Red Oak: Jane Sylvester

expressed concern over the new apartment
complex going up, formerly called Red
Oak. She asked if there is a traffic study
and asked that if council members have
conflicts of interest on anything they vote
on, to please recuse themselves.

Electrifying California: Emily France,
public affairs manager for SoCal Gas,
expressed concern with California’s efforts
to electrify the entire state: “While the
environmental goals are laudable, a
cost/benefit analysis can’t justify such
drastic actions.” Jose Trinidad Castaneda
responded by saying that we need to go
full electric to wean off of natural gas and
other fossil fuels. 

Permanent Supportive Housing:
Katie Bullock, who volunteers at
Pathways of Hope, asked council where
the city is in regard to building permanent
supportive housing for the homeless. 
City Manager Ken Domer said the city

is involved in a regional effort to build
homeless shelters in Buena Park and
Placentia.

Council Communications

Job Fair: Councilmember Zahra sug-
gested that the city of Fullerton partner
with the County of Orange to host an
annual job fair in Fullerton to promote
economic activity and help provide jobs
for Fullerton residents who are struggling
financially. He said that the district he
represents is in a “red zone” which means
it is economically disadvantaged, and that
right now 50% of Fullerton students are
below the poverty line.

Pride Flag at City Hall? Zahra also
made this motion: “In Orange County in
the last few years, we’ve seen a rise in hate
crimes and a rise in antagonism toward
each other. And in the spirit of unity and
celebrating diversity, I would like to ask
council to consider flying the Pride flag
over our city during the month of Pride,
starting from Harvey Milk day which is
April 22.” Flory seconded the motion. 

2019 Fireworks Sales and Safety Issues
The city clerk presented a timeline for

the sale of “safe and sane” fireworks this
year, in which 15 local non-profit and
educational groups are chosen by lottery
to purchase city permits to sell fireworks
and raise money for their organizations.
Lottery applications are available from the
city March 1st through the 29th. On
April 16, city council will conduct the lot-
tery drawing. The lottery application fee
is $28 and the permit fee is $1686.
During public comment, Jane Reifer

asked, “Is there anything we can do ahead
of time to work on safety this year? Where
I live it sounds like a war zone...I wonder
if there’s anything we can to do educate
people to take it easy when these fireworks
are descending on our neighborhoods.”
Fullerton Police Chief Dunn said that

in years past the department has conduct-
ed undercover operations to buy and con-
fiscate the illegal fireworks that they see
for sale online. 

Fire Chief Loeser said their department
has a prevention officer riding around that
night to try to to minimize unsafe fire-
works. FFD also has guidelines  on their
web site regarding high fire hazard zones
where fireworks are not permitted at all.
Also the Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) helps the fire
department patrol on the 4th of July.
Mayor Protem Fitzgerald suggested that

the city utilize its social media presence to
educate the public about fireworks safety.
Councilmember Zahra suggested more

face-to-face outreach in community meet-
ings and in schools regarding fireworks
safety. 
Councilmember Flory made a motion

to put a fireworks referendum on the
2020 ballot. She said that since voters
approved legalization of fireworks in
2012, there have been a lot of complaints
after every 4th of July. No one seconded
Flory’s motion.

Council Majority Doubles Down on Decision to
Remove Whitaker from OCWD

After much discussion and input from
the public, council voted 3-2 (Silva,
Whitaker “no”) to reaffirm their Feb 5
decision to remove Councilmember
Whitaker from the Orange County Water
District Board and replace him with
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra.
At their Feb 5 meeting, around mid-

night, councilmembers Zahra, Fitzgerald,
and Flory voted to make this change.
However, this decision was later deter-
mined to be a Brown Act violation as it
was not properly agendized and the pub-
lic didn’t have an opportunity to com-
ment on it. 
At the Feb 19 meeting, the item was

bought back, and several members of the
public commented on it, most of whom
were opposed to the change.
Before the public weighed in, council

member Zahra said, “I’d like to apologize
for the miscommunication that hap-
pened. The intention was to bring these
[appointments] back for reconsideration,
considering now that we have a full coun-
cil.”
He said that his intention “was not

specifically to consider appointments for
Jan Flory, but to open the dialogue again,
considering she is now part of that coun-
cil.”
Whitaker responded that it was unusu-

al for council to re-consider appointments
it had just made.
“A few weeks prior, at that council

meeting, I was re-affirmed in my role at
OCWD in a unanimous vote by this
council. So I think we’re becoming a
laughingstock in terms of just on a whim
being able to bring up this entire slate
again,” Whitaker said.
Mayor Protem Fitzgerald said, “I would

just clarify, we don’t need a legal reason to
bring these up again. It is our prerogative
to bring these up at any time that we
want. As long as two council members
agendized an item, it can be agendized,
and councilman Zahra and I wanted to
reconsider these.”
“Just because it can be done doesn’t

mean it’s not a destructive process,”
Whitaker replied.

Agenda Forecast
Tuesday, March 5: Recognize outgoing

committee/commission members,
Proclamation of Arbor Day 2019,
Woodcrest Elementary School crossing
guard request, State College Grade
Separation Amendment, Approval of
updated citywide salary schedule, Closed
captioning and subtitles for council meet-
ings, 
Tuesday, March 19: Annual Housing

element progress report, February check
register, “No Parking Street Sweeping” on
select streets citywide, Approval of jail
staffing services agreement. 

Several members of the public spoke on
the item, and most were opposed to
removing Whitaker.
“I’m here tonight because I believe

something did go terribly wrong at the
last council meeting. On an agenda item
that was not properly agendized, I wit-
nessed what appeared to be a coordinated
move by three council members to remove
Fullerton’s representative on the Orange
County Water District Board with zero
rationale or justification, from my point
of view,” Planning Commissioner Kevin
Pendergraft said.
Many residents argued that it would be

unwise to remove an experienced repre-
sentative like Whitaker, who is also on the
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority
(SAWPA), and is in a unique position to
advocate for Fullerton water users.
Though the majority of public com-

menters were opposed to removing
Whitaker, some were in favor of it.
Jose Trinidad Castaneda, who support-

ed removing Whitaker, said that Zahra, as
a representative of District 5, would be in
a unique position to speak up for the res-
idents of south Fullerton, who are dispro-
portionately affected by the north basin
groundwater contamination.
Ultimately, council voted 3-2

(Whitaker and Silva “no”) to remove
Councilmember Whitaker from the
OCWD and replace him with council
member Zahra.

Members of the public line up to speak on the removal of Whitaker from OCWD.
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Bad News for Fullerton Bears by Jesse La Tour

New Bar Regulations continued from frontpage

A local non-profit youth football
league in town, the Fullerton Bears,
which provides opportunities for low
income youth, faced eviction by OC
Parks on March 3 (just as this issue went
to print) from their home field at Clark
Park, even though they signed a 5-year
agreement with OC Parks in 2017 to use
the fields and even made renovations
costing over $20,000.
According to the County, their agree-

ment with the Bears was terminated this
January because the non-profit was
delinquent in paying their fees.
According to the Bears’ president Fred

Jung, contact between the county and
the non-profit has been fraught with
miscommunication, and even a lack of

communication.
The Bears received the first notice

from the county in May of 2018 with
the threatening title "Notice of Final
Demand - Possible Legal Action"
(though the Bears had never received an
invoice) and the notice later proved to
have been an error. 
Jung contacted then-Supervisor Shawn

Nelson’s office about the notice [It was
Nelson who originally helped the Bears
get the agreement with the county]. 
Nelson's Chief of Staff told Jung to

"Disregard the letter. The matter is
resolved. You'll be assessed no fee. A let-
ter confirming that is forthcoming." No
letter was received but the matter was
dropped.

The County produced two records to
show they’d contacted Mr. Jung previously
about the bill.  
1) An email (though no invoice was

included) dated July 18, 2018 from the
Accountant/Auditor reads “We haven’t
received the payment for Season 2 yet.
Please send a payment of $9,540 to the
address below.”  After receiving that email
Mr. Jung contacted Jonathan Nix
of OC Parks, and Nelson’s office
in confusion since he had received
no original bill and disputed the
amount.
According to the amendment

to the 2017 agreement signed by
both Mr. Jung and the county on
April 25, 2018, fees for year 2017
were waived, and the $9,540 fee
was for a full calendar year. But,
because the City of Fullerton was
still programming the fields
through the month of June 2018 the fee
should have been half as much. (The Bears
took over operations in July 2018.)
Nelson’s Chief of Staff assured him that

they would look into it. Jung returned the
county’s email the next day with the mes-
sage that “The administrators of our non-
profit are currently actively working with
County officials to remedy this concern.”

2) The County also sent the Observer a
copy of an official invoice dated September
24, 2018, two months after the email
reminder. The invoice, which shows no
indication that the account is delinquent,
does not include an account number. It
indicates the bill is for the 2018 Spring and
Fall Season. The “bill” is addressed to Mr.
Jung’s home address. However, Jung says
he never received it.
According to Jung, Fullerton Bears vol-

unteers attempted repeatedly to contact
County officials to understand why they
were being billed for a full year when the
Fullerton Bears and Clark Park were under
the purview of the City of Fullerton’s Parks
and Rec Department from March-June of
2018, and the Bears exclusive use of the
fields did not start until after that.  They
also reached out to Nelson’s office to

obtain information on this
$9,540 billed assessment.
The issue was still unresolved

when, a “Notice of Termination”
was received by Fullerton Bears
volunteers from Mr. Inouye at
OC Parks. The notice was dated
January 31, 2019 and gave the
Bears 30 days to vacate the prop-
erty and read “…any personal
property left on the License Area
ten (10) days after…shall be
deemed, at the County’s option,

to have been transferred to the County.” 
Among the unresolved issues  was what

was to become of the $18,000 permanent
scoreboard purchased and installed by the
Bears with a county permit. It took a few
weeks to get a call back from Inouye. In the
meantime Jung paid the contested bill in
full – afraid to lose the use of the fields for
the Bears over an accounting dispute. 
When Inouye finally returned Jung’s

calls he said that if Mr. Jung could get
proof from the city that the Bears had only
partial use of the fields in 2018 the county
would reimburse him for the over-billing.
Mr. Jung obtained and sent Mr. Inouye the
proof from the city, but was told that it
would not make a difference in the termi-
nation. 
According to the County the City of

Fullerton will be taking over operations.

The Bears celebrated their new permanent playing field on Opening Day last year.

“I dread 
putting 
600-plus 
low income
and at-risk
youth 

in jeopardy.” 
-Fred Jung

The proposed changes include requir-
ing each restaurant to have a security
operations plan approved by the Fullerton
Police Department (FPD) and the
Community Development Department
(CDD); allowing ambient music on
patios until midnight; banning promoters
to operate events; permitting a cover
charge after 10pm; eliminating the queu-
ing restriction by a number - judging the
restriction of the public right-of-way
instead; requiring each server to have
responsible beverage training; requiring
the posting of a notice regarding limita-
tions on serving alcohol to intoxicated
persons; removal of graffiti within 24
hours; and clean-up of trash and debris
within 25 feet of the premises as part of
the closing process.
Further, restaurants shall not offer drink

specials nor require a minimum number
of drinks to be ordered.  Rules for micro-
breweries are also clarified.
Director White noted that ARUPs and

CUPs are land-use permits, and once
granted, may continue at each location.
However, Entertainment permits are
issued by FPD and must be renewed each
year.  Interim Police Chief Bob Dunn said
that entertainment permits, per Chapter
3.08 of the Municipal Code, are for danc-

ing, live music by three or more perform-
ers, disc jockey presentations and karaoke. 
Chief Dunn explained the proposed

three step enforcement process which will
begin with a “remedy meeting” with the
chief and other applicable
departments.  If necessary, step
two is a restriction of entertain-
ment hours, and step three is a
more extreme limitation of
hours.  He said that in Long
Beach, where this process is in
force, the first step serves to
cure the problems.
Adapting to the major

changes will require a licensee
to apply for a new CUP or
ARUP, and the city will waive
fees for such applications for the
first year after adoption of the
ordinance.  If a new permit is not applied
for, White said, “We will enforce the exist-
ing permit.”
White emphasized that “Enforcement

is a large piece of any regulatory require-
ment.  Proactive enforcement is the key to
successful implementations of new regula-
tions.”  There has been a lack of enforce-
ment downtown, he said.  He recom-
mended having a dedicated staff position
in the FPD and a dedicated code enforce-

ment officer for downtown to assure con-
sistency in enforcement.
Commissioner Kathleen Shanfield

questioned use of the word “may” in
many regulations.  “I want teeth in this,”
she said.   After discussion among com-

missioners and staff, it was
agreed the language would
be changed where appropri-
ate.
The Planning

Commission recommended
passing the proposed ordi-
nance by unanimous vote
with some tightening of the
language – replacing “may”
with “will” in some
instances, and excluding the
portions relating to noise
regulation.  
The noise regulations por-

tion of the draft ordinance
was severed from consideration by the
commission because of legal objections
submitted by Sean Paden from Hammons
& Baldino, LLP, representing Bushala
Brothers, Inc.,  to notice CEQA require-
ments, Noise regulations will be consid-
ered at a yet-to-be scheduled hearing.
Public comment came from several

downtown licensees: Chris Presla, Back
Alley Bar and Grill; Jack Franklin,

Heroes; Joe Florentine, Florentine’s Grill
and related establishments; John Skeehan,
The Bowery and Bourbon Street; Craig
Voorting, Stubrik’s Steakhouse; and Aaron
Barkenhagen, Bootleggers Brewery. 
The owner of  the Eighty Eight Cigar

Lounge said enforcement is good.
Cameron Irons, real estate agent, said
owners should get together to figure out
how to make more money selling food
than selling alcohol. 
Former planning commissioner Ryan

Cantor cited 757 incidents of crime
downtown including 92 DUI’s and 100
public urinations, stating that downtown
Fullerton is “a public nuisance.”  He
noted that one establishment was the
source of 15 DUI's and 25 fights. He rec-
ommended it be shut down. 
Joshua Ferguson said, “It’s a great plan

for the bar owners, but not for other busi-
nesses or residents.  There is no staff to
enforce regulations.  We already have to
balance our budget by selling property or
reducing staff.”  He said there were 633
DUI arrests in 2018, an average of 1.7 per
day.
Jack Franklin said, “I thank the boys.  I

think they’re going in the right direction.
I talked to Ted today.  A complaint I have
is about the cleaning up.  

Ryan Cantor
cited 757 
incidents 
of crime 
downtown
including 92
DUI’s and 
100 public 
urinations.

Continued on page 10



Photo Quiz

QUESTION:
This mural appears on the side of
what downtown business? 

Send your answer to Mike at 
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net-

ANSWER TO LAST ISSUE’S
PHOTO QUESTION

Which Historic Downtown building
is this (pictured above)?

A: This is the clock tower at our
Fullerton Police Department on
Commonwealth.
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TITAN BASEBALL
For some, the year begins when it’s time to “Play ball!” Our Cal State Fullerton Titans are

fresh off an 8-6 victory over previously unbeaten Oklahoma in the final game of the Tony
Gwinn Legacy tournament in San Diego. We once again look to perennial season ticket
holder and Titan fan Tom Elliott (owner of Past Times Collectibles downtown) to fill us in on
this year’s team. For schedule, updates and more info go to: www.fullertontitans.com 

REVOLVING
DOOR: 

The Fullerton Center project on
Lemon and Commonwealth has
stalled and the space is now up for
lease or sale. We called the number
posted to no avail. No action at a
couple of other downtown locations
but don’t expect them to stay vacant
for long. Below is one shop that has
moved and some new ones coming
in.

OC CLERK RECORDER: People
are still stopping by the corner of
Harbor and Amerige looking for the
Orange County Clerk-Recorders
office so another reminder, they
have moved to 222 South Harbor,
Suite 110, Anaheim. 
CLYDE’S HOT CHICKEN: Once

again, new signage has appeared at
513 N Harbor, across from the Fox.
Get ready for Clyde’s Hot Chicken,
which will of course feature lots of
spicy chicken, with different levels
of heat available, fries, southern
slaw, waffle bites, mac salad, and
hey, breakfast too! It’s still early, they
have a ways to go, but it’s good to
know the place will be up and run-
ning, giving all of you another
downtown dining option.
LET IT BRIE at 117 E

Commonwealth is coming along,
and if you have listened to the words
of wisdom, you know it’s a long and
winding road that leads to making
good cheese and a good cheese shop.
In a few weeks we can all experience
baked brie with balsamic fig pre-
serves and everything else you might
expect. 
LOVELY PEOPLE: As to the former

location of Found, kitty-corner to
that office, owner of  boutique
Stitch & Feather Candi Anderson
found it and will be opening a sim-
ilar home accessories store called
Lovely People. 

Many of us look forward to the weekly gatherings at our Downtown Plaza, and it’s not too early to start
thinking about spending time there every Thursday evening. Admission is always free and so is the live
entertainment. Check out the fresh produce and other food vendors, arts and crafts, beer/wine garden, kids
activities and more. There is plenty of free parking in the adjacent parking structure. See you there.  
To get the word out, banners were installed on Harbor announcing the April 4th return. Just an hour or

so after the banners were installed, firefighters were summoned to the scene behind the Fox Fullerton, as

Pre-season the defending Big West
Conference Champion Titan baseball team
is picked to again win the Big West for the
upcoming 2019 campaign.  They are also
ranked in the top 25 nationally.
As of this writing, the Titans stand at 4-2

after competing in two elite college baseball
tournaments mid-February.  The team is a
nice blend of returning veterans from last
year's team that fell one game short of
Omaha and a Top 20 recruiting class that
features some of the best high school talent

in the state of California.
If you are put off by the escalating ticket

prices of Major League teams (Angels-
Dodgers), then I encourage you to check out
the nationally-renowned Titan baseball pro-
gram.  You will see one of the best collegiate
teams at an affordable price.  
For ticket information, visit online:

FullertonTitans.com. Hope to see ya at
Goodwin Field on campus at Cal State
Fullerton University. - Tom Elliott

Well, if it's Spring, it must be time for 
the CSUF Titan baseball season.

you may have heard or even read
about on the Observer’s website at
fullertonobserver.com.
After all that has been done at

our most cherished downtown
theater, it’s unthinkable that it
would be destroyed by fire.
Fortunately, the damage was
minor and limited to the exterior,
plus no injuries were reported, but
no doubt any of you passing by
that morning had to be concerned
by all of the activity. 
More news

of this starts
on  the front-
page.

DOWNTOWN FARMERS MARKET SOON Below:
Clyde’s Hot Chicken on
Harbor. New businesses 
coming in make down-
town even more fun.  

At Left:
New banners
in front of the
Fox remind the
passersby that
the downtown

Thursday
Farmers

Market opens
April 4th.

Tom Elliott lives and breathes sports even when not at his sports memorabilia shop 
Past Times Collectibles at Villa del Sol in downtown Fullerton.



FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 7EARLY MARCH 2019 LOCAL NEWS & CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Sun. follower
4. Went out, as a fire
8. Doofus
13. Infamous 2017 failed 

musical festival
14. Linen color
15. Mell Lazarus comic strip

from 1970-2016
16. Not exact
18. Sulks
19. Gourmand
20. Kind of sax
22. “Wheel of Fortune” purchase
23. Not virtuous
25. Mubarak’s predecessor
27. Flat-topped hills
29. Cooking instructions
32. Speaker’s platform
35. Online pork bun seller?
37. Pilfer
38. Its symbol is an omega

39. “Can you make a baby blanket? 
Yes, ___.”

41. Eves.
42. Greeting from Jim on “The Office”?
44. 500 sheets
45. Fits to ___
46. Postage
48. Slowly drink a glass of water
50. Genealogy
52. Whiskey and vermouth cocktails
56. Fink
58. Strong cleaners
60. Taiwan’s capital
61. It might be airtight
63. Not flawless
65. Braid
66. “High” time
67. Wedding gown fabric, often
68. Figure out
69. Acronym for someone who’s won 

all 4 entertainment awards
70. Biblical verb ending

DOWN

1. “I don’t know. Let me ask ___.”
2. “Is it pom pon ___? 
(cheerleader question)

3. Geeky realms?
4. Passed away
5. Here, to Henri
6. Greek goddess of dew
7. Some showdowns
8. Not reserved
9. Scooby-___
10. Not tolerant
11. Harbinger
12. Stun, with a gun
13. Snoopy’s love interest
17. Dublin’s land
21. Toni Morrison’s “___ Baby”
24. ___ Day (holiday in September)
26. Part of a play
28. Fermented rice drinks
30. Noggin

31. “If all ___ fails ...”
32. Homer Simpson’s utterances
33. “Did the batter get ___?”
34. Not biased
36. TV studio sign
39. Not courteous
40. Not powerful
43. ___, amas, amat …
45. Unimportant
47. Pigpen
49. Construction beam
51. Left Bank locale
53. Ode to a certain moss?
54. “Ugh!”
55. Locale
56. Emulates Eminem
57. French phone greeting
59. Urban haze
62. New Edition singer 

Bell ___ DeVoe
64. Cocka-___ (dog breed)

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019

I’M SOMETHING” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

CAPRI SHOES

Troy High Alumna in Oscar
Winning Short Film

Troy High Alumna Shelley Anne
Francisco is a supporting actor in Guy
Nattiv’s  film “SKIN” which  just won an
Academy Award for Best Live Action
Short Film at this year’s Oscars. The film
also stars Danielle Macdonald, Jonathan
Tucker, Lonnie Chavis, and Ashly
Thomas and others. 
“Skin is one of those films

concerning race that generates
conversation and shows that
hatred is learned behavior, and
not an innate trait,” Francisco
said, “I play a character named
Savannah, a wife and mother,
who watches helplessly as the
conflict between her husband,
who is African American, and a
white man, ensues.”
“As an actor, it is my dream

to be in a film that helps
change the world by creating open dia-
logue. Unfortunately those kinds of films
are very difficult to come by,” Francisco
said, “Working alongside director Guy
Nattiv, who wrote the script along with
Sharon Maymon, has been an incredible
experience.”
What’s next for Shelley Anne Francisco?

After her years at Troy High School she
went on to graduate from Cal State
Northridge and is now taking classes in
accounting at Santa Monica College. But
she is still very interested in acting.
“I look forward to doing more projects

in the future,” Francisco said, “but right
now, I’m taking this all in while I can. I
know a majority of actors never get a
chance to experience this during their
career. I’m feeling blessed to have been

Ronnie Tyrone Lee, Andrew Carlberg, Jared Day, Lonnie Chavis, Shelley Anne Francisco.
Johnse Allende, Jamie Ray Newman Nattiv, and Guy Nattiv from the Oscar winning  film.

given the opportunity to work with an
incredible cast including Danielle
Macdonald, Jonathan Tucker, and Lonnie
Chavis – to name a few. The road to the
Oscars is quite a ride. It’s a surprising time
for all of us and such a wonderful experi-
ence. Audiences are reacting really well to

the film.”
The 20-minute film was

also just acquired by Fox
Searchlight and will be avail-
able on its social media chan-
nels. Co-writer,  co-producer
and director Guy Nattiv said,
“I’m incredibly grateful that
‘SKIN’ a little short film that
I made after moving to
America from Israel, and lit-
erally shot in my own garage,
is getting a wide audience.
The filmmaking team want-

ed to shine a light on racism and the cycle
of violence, and hopefully start a conver-
sation about how to end discrimination
and hate.”

Sustainable Living Fair
A Sustainable Living Fair will be held

Saturday, March 16, from 10am-5pm at
Brea Congregational Church, 300 E.
Imperial Highway in Brea, hosted by the
North OC Chapter of the Citizens’
Climate Lobby. The event will be a mix of
tips on saving money and energy, plus
panels and presentations for people who
want to grow in their knowledge of cli-
mate and environmental risks.
Everyone is welcome, admission is free,

and there will be activities for all ages. 



school policies. Theoretically, the SBM
represents the student stakeholders of the
district.

SUMMER SCHOOL
Dr. Jennifer Williams, Executive

Director of Administrative Services pre-
sented the summer school report and it
was approved with the administrative sug-
gestions.
No Trustee questioned the efficacy of

the recommended 2 three-week session
courses that are currently offered. Dr.
Williams emphasized that summer school
serves only FJUHSD students at a cost of
over $700,000 each summer, serving over
6,000 students both onsite and on-line.
Over 80% of students use summer school
as a chance to retake an unpassed class or
alleviate impacted schedules due to IB/AP
or other specialized programs they are
enrolled in during the regular school year.
Many incoming freshmen will take the
health course that includes the sex-educa-
tion module on-line during summer
school.
Any parent may request to see the sex

education module before their child takes
Health on-line. Parents may request that
their student not participate in the mod-
ule and the student will be given another
module to complete. FJUHSD parents
may call (714) 870- 2803 and request to
view the health curriculum.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

•Hostile Work Environment: William
Dunton, a retired FJUHSD employee,
spoke directly to the Board to clarify an

open letter he sent to the FJUHSD
Trustees (and which was printed in the
Mid-February Observer) concerning the
current hostile work environment sup-
ported by Superintendent Scott Scambray
and the overreach of Mr. Todd Butcher,
current Director of Facilities and
Construction. He said he felt strongly
enough about this to sit through the 2
1/2-hour meeting to share his concerns
about the overreach. He pointed out Mr.
Butcher’s lack of professionalism, respect,
and decorum when dealing with district
employees and teachers at FJUHSD. He
asked the Board to instruct the
Superintendent to keep Mr. Butcher with-
in his defined job responsibilities and not
overstep on the Superintendent’s responsi-
bility of directing the rest of the district
employees.
•Condemned Gym: Brydon Shirk,

President of the Fullerton Arts Academy,
spoke concerning the condemned FUHS
gymnasium. His concern centered on Mr.
Butcher’s actions and knowledge of the
condition of the FUHS Gym before the
actual state condemnation of the build-
ing.  He expressed his hopes that all the
buildings, no matter when they were orig-
inally built, have recently received a state
inspection for safety and this information
is being recorded, so that information will
be available from now on.

DR. WILLIAMS RETIREMENT
The trustees ended the meeting by

thanking Dr. Williams for her service and
wishing her a well-deserved retirement.
President Fawley thanked her for always
staying calm. Student Boardmember Elise
Lau thanked her for her support and
efforts to help guide the ASB students and
making all this year’s transitions as
smooth as possible. 
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS & Commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board meets at 6pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of
each month at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd.   714-870-2800 • www.fjuhsd.net

Feb 19 FJUHSD Board Meeting
(The next Scheduled Regular Board Meeting is March 5, at 6pm)

Honorary FFA Week
The FJUHSD Trustees honored the

staff and students of the 5 different agri-
culture ROP programs at LHHS, SOHS,
SHHS, FUHS, and BPHS by proclaim-
ing February 16-23 Future Farmers of
America week and enjoying a tasty chick-
en dinner prepared by the agriculture stu-
dents.

Moving Public Comments
to Beginning of Meeting

President Fawley requested removing
two meetings in 2020 and placing on the
agenda a Stakeholder Comment Section.
The stakeholder placement on the agenda
would allow the board to interact with
various groups like the certificated and
classified union organizations, PTA coun-
cils (FJUHSD is represented by Fullerton
and La Habra council PTAs), and
DELAC (District English Learner
Advisory committee). She also suggested
moving public comments from the end of
the meeting to earlier in the meeting.
Trustee Buchi opposed the changes.

Her position is that these are professional
meetings to get schoolboard business
done and the inclusion of these changes
would change this established culture.
The public comments should stay at the
end of the meeting since they already
moved the time up, and people can stay
through the meeting if they wish to speak
on an item off the agenda.

Trustee Klatzker believes that hearing
from stakeholders does not create an
unprofessional atmosphere to the meet-
ing. The locally elected school board
serves at the will of the community and
this shows respect for the stakeholders to
allow them a chance to share their per-
spectives with the board while also giving
the chance for the Trustees to engage with
the community members.
Trustee Montoya opposed removing

any additional meetings until they adjust
to the recently-changed calendar. He
agreed with placing a stakeholder com-
ment period on the agenda  and wanted it
placed after student honors and the recess,
but no longer at the end of the meeting.
Trustee Jeng voiced approval to hear

from stakeholders and supported the
addition to the agenda format.

Student Boardmember
They reviewed the Student Board

Member (SBM) role at the board meet-
ings. The SBM is a FJUHSD senior elect-
ed from the Student Advisory Committee
consisting of each high school’s ASB pres-
ident and 2 additional school site repre-
sentatives each.  The elected SBM attends
all regularly scheduled FJUHSD Board
meetings, reports monthly on student
activities and now makes symbolic votes
on open session agenda items. They may
make a statement on any topic introduced
by the agenda or reflective of student
opinions on current events or proposed

$750,000 Grant for All the Arts for All the Kids
Center STAGE Program

As students look forward to summer
break, the Fullerton School District is
adding a unique exciting opportunity for
them to look forward to this summer. The
Center STAGE Program (Shared Theater
Arts Grand Experience) has been awarded
a nearly $750,000 Student Support and
Academic Enrichment Grant. This com-
petitive grant is offered through the
California Department of Education. It
prioritizes applicants who enhance visual
and performing arts education as part of a
comprehensive strategy to expand access
to physical and mental health care.
FSD is one of five districts in Orange

and San Diego counties that has been
awarded this grant. This special summer
program will provide students access to
Visual and Performing Arts by enhancing
and improving the existing Shared
Theater Arts Grand Experience (STAGE). 
This amazing  program will be opened

to all students in the district. The program
is expected to benefit over 1,000 students
in grades K-8.
From June 17-28, 600 students are

expected to participate in one or more of
the following arts programs offered at two
centralized school sites in the district: 
Five STAGE shows, including a Dual

Language show, will be performed.
Besides performing in the plays, students
will be able to participate in supported
programs for the plays. These will include
an art class to design show posters, pro-
grams and flyers, band classes to prepare
students to perform music for at least one
show, and a media arts class where stu-
dents will learn how to film the plays and
then create a documentary of the summer
program. 
Participating students will also have

visual and dental screenings, along with
mental health assistance, if desired.
At the conclusion of the performances,

the participants will be invited to attend a
professional performance. 
“Through the Arts, this generous grant

will help to foster the creative spirit of our
students for years to come,” Kyle Myers,
Program Specialist, Visual and Performing
Arts, said.

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES 
by Jan Youngman

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters, 

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton. 
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

Catching Up on 
Catch Me at My
Best Awardees

December 2018:
•Kimberly O’Sullivan
Playground Supervisor 
Sunset Lane
•Katie Frazer
Speech Pathologist
Sunset Lane
•Theresa Totten
Clerk, Acacia
•Jennifer de Gala
Clerk, Golden Hill
•Monica Medina  
Translator, Student 
Support Services

•Francisca Ramirez
Playground 
Supervisor
Commonwealth

• J.D. Mancha
Assistant Director
Transportation 
Services

January 2019:
•Melinda Taylor,
Secretary, Student 
Support Services

•Maria Benavides
Clerical Asst. M&O

•Alfred Balestra
Plummer, M&O

February Board Report 
(next meeting is March 12)

Positive Fiscal Report: In December the board
approved the district's First Interim Financial Report
with a Positive Certification. Per State guidelines, a
Positive Certification indicates that, based upon current
projections, the district will meet its financial obligations
for the current and subsequent two fiscal years. Dr.
Pletka said that the district is in “a good financial place.”
The district will be focused on solar in 2019.

SPEECH & DEBATE TEAM: Twenty students and six coaches will attend the Speech
and Debate Nationals in Dallas, Texas, from June 15-22. In July of last year the board
approved the Speech & Debate program and then expanded the program to 12 schools
in September. The district established a partnership with Advantage Communications
(Sal Tinajero) whereby FSD students participate in local and away Speech & Debate
tournaments. Since then students have acquired the skills needed to compete at the
national level. The item passed at the February 12 board meeting with a cost not to
exceed $40,878 to be paid from unrestricted funds.

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE: The OC Friday Night Live program has been operating at
Laguna Road and Nicolas Jr. High for several years. The OC Dept. of Education has
offered a total of $2,000 in stipends to the advisors of the program on the two campus-
es. Each program consists of a group of young people, along with an adult advisor, who
meet during lunch break and work together to make positive changes in their schools
and communities. The students involved have benefited from the program and it also
fulfills a requirement of the district’s Safe School Plan.

•SAFE SCHOOL AWARD: A representative for the ASCIP
(Alliance of Schools for Cooperative Insurance Programs)
Risk Management support gave the district an award  of
$5,000 for providing a safe environment for children. 
FSD is one of 10 districts (out of 120) that are desig-

nated a pioneer in creating a safe learning environment
for all.
•SAFE SCHOOL AWARD: Dr. Emy Flores, Asst.

Superintendent, Educational Services was also honored
by CA State Senator, Ling Ling Chang  with a Woman of
Distinction Award for her outstanding leadership in pro-
viding the FSD students with excellent STEM &
Technology programs.
•DIFFICULT BEHAVIOR: The district and FETA have

decided to form a Student Difficult Behavior Committee
to assist teachers with challenging students. The aim of
this committee is to work with staff develop new skills in
working with students with behavior problems.
•SCHOOL CALENDAR: In looking at the proposed

2020/2021 School Calendar, Trustee Sugarman request-
ed that the district propose a joint school Board Meeting
with the Fullerton Joint Union High School District to
look at this calendar and discuss a compromise with the
FSD & other feeder elementary districts who are unhap-
py with the starting and ending dates.

Another Catch Up Item
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Did You Know? by Genevieve 

1)What do you get when you cross a four-leaf clover with poison ivy?

A: A rash of good luck on St. Patrick’s Day.

2) What did the Irish say when they couldn’t find a four-leaf clover?
A: I rish we found one.

3) The hour I lose during Daylight Savings is the hour 
I was planning  to go to the gym.

1) "7 Rings" 
by Ariana Grande

2) "Happier" 
by Marshmello and Bastille

3) "Without Me" 
by Halsey

4) "Sunflower" 
by Post Malone and Swae Lee

5) "Sicko Mode" 
by Travis Scott

Story behind the Song:

"Sunflower" by Post Malone and
Swae Lee, was mainly produced for
the film, Spider-Man: Into the Spider
Verse. However, it still has a small
story behind it. The song is about a
rocky relationship, that seems to be
falling apart. It talks about having
trust, taking risks, and the fear of
being alone. 
(Find more meanings behind

songs by visiting: 
www.songmeaningsandfacts.com)

Aspen is a white bunny look-
ing for someone to cuddle with
on winter days. After she gets to
know you, she will provide you
with companionship and affec-
tionate love. Hop on down to
the OC Animal Care Center on
1630 Victory Road, Tustin, CA
92782 and find some-bunny to
love!    Call 714-935-6848  or
visit  http://www.ocpetinfo.com
for more information.

1) The first St. Patrick’s Day celebration
in the U.S, was in Boston in 1737.

2) St. Patrick's Day used to be themed
around blue, not green.

3)The odds of finding a four-leaf clover
is about 1 in 10,000!

4) There are about 70 countries that
observe daylight savings time.

St. Patrick’s Day

FEATURED PET FOR ADOPTION
by Katie

WHAT’S
TRENDING?

by Sienna

Top 5 Songs 
of the Week

by Alexandria

This year on Sunday, March 17th, we
will celebrate St. Patrick's Day. We all love
this festive green holiday and love to see
who is not wearing green to pinch.
However, you always find yourself strug-
gling to find an outfit that looks good
with green. A few trendy outfits that peo-
ple have come up with for St. Patrick's
Day help solve this problem. 
For example, you should not be afraid

to add other colors. It's tough to pull off
wearing all green. Instead, try to add dif-
ferent colors. For example, you can wear a
green t-shirt with jeans or leggings. You
can also try a plaid outfit with green and
orange in this mix.  With this look, you
will not get pinched and will still look
fashionable. Another idea is to play with
different prints. For example, you can
wear a festive print skirt with green in it
and a white top to complete the look  
The rebirth of spring is just around the

corner and who knows what it will bring. 

Source:https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/
holidays/g4999/st-patricks-day-outfits/ 

Meet Aspen!Not long ago, I wrote an article about
our Health elective in junior high.
Now, I am writing about it again.  In my
first article, I expressed my surprise
when I learned that  an elective course
like Health, which is supposed to be
taken voluntarily, is actually a mandato-
ry course.  This time, I am writing a
review  after completing it last semester,
to share what we actually learned in class
and what can be done to make it better.
I would give our Health elec-

tive an overall rating of 9 out of
10 because we learned many
things that are helpful in our
present and future life.  We were
taught about body systems,
mental, physical and emotional
health.  I loved the lessons on
physical health that taught us
how to deal with acne and other
skin problems that affect us.  
I absolutely felt very awkward

about the lessons on puberty and
human reproduction.  I thought
this is an embarrassing topic.  We were
taught the things we need to know
about puberty because it is already hap-
pening to us.  We learned a little bit
about it in 5th grade when the changes
had not happened yet but now that all
these changes are occurring to us, the
lessons helped us better understand what
to do.  As we went through the lessons,
the awkward feelings at the beginning
disappeared.  I realized that learning
about the reproductive function of our
bodies  is just like learning how our
digestive system works.
However, I did not give our Health

elective a perfect rating of 10 because
while the videos on puberty and human
reproduction told us that this is not the
time to start dating, when they showed
the segment on sexually transmitted dis-
eases, the video implied that kissing and
hugging is fine because you won't get
the disease that way.  This gives students
the impression that while this is not the
time to start dating - in reality, it is
accepted. 

For junior high students who cannot
go out on their own yet, it is possible to
start “dating” even  in school by meeting
up during lunch breaks  or nutrition
breaks, or hanging out in between class-
es for as long as they can.  After watch-
ing those videos, these students may
think hugging and kissing is acceptable
as part of "dating" in school.
The videos on sexually transmitted

diseases and contraceptives  actually gave
us too much information.  I
think  we only need to learn
the basic things.  Then, they
could teach us more when we
get older such as when we are
in high school.
When I took the Health

elective, we were given the
option to opt out of the class
during the unit discussion on
puberty and human repro-
duction.  Our parents were
given the list of topics we
would learn and had a pre-

view night of the puberty and human
reproduction videos that would be
shown in class.  If they thought the les-
sons and videos were not appropriate for
their sons or daughters, they could opt
out of the class during the entire unit
and would be exempted from exams.  
My parents reviewed the list and

watched the videos ahead of time.  They
decided to let me attend all the classes
and even watch the video presentations
but they gave me advance lessons before
I learned about them in school.  This is
to make sure that my learning will be
consistent with our family values and to
explain the parts in the videos that need
parental guidance.
Our Health elective could still be

improved especially when teaching
puberty and human reproduction.   As a
matter of fact, my initial rating for it was
8.  I bumped it up to 9 only because our
teacher did his best to help us overcome
awkward moments while learning in
class and he saw to it we had fun while
learning.

Health Elective in Junior High

It was a great game for Fisler, on February 6 when they won 34-12 against Ladera
Vista in the after-school basketball tournament elimination held at the Ladera
Vista home court. Fisler made some awesome throws as LV  struggled to connect -
but made up with well-coordinated passes. Both teams darted from point to point
on the court, and did an outstanding job overall.

Girls’ Basketball: Fisler vs. Ladera Vista

Fun Facts

JOKE TIME Compiled by Joy 

We were
taught

about body
systems,
mental,
physical 
and 

emotional
health.

SPORTS ROUND UP by Leah 

5) 26 states want to make day-
light savings time year round.
California voters just passed Prop 7
in the last election to do that but
the measure won’t make it into law
unless 2/3rds of the state legislature
agrees.

https://www.proflowers.com/blog/inte
resting-st-patricks-day-facts

YOUNG OBSERVERS by Francine V

Fisler Girls Basketball team with coach Jana Albright. - PHOTO BY PRINCIPAL JULIENNE LEE



In a recent  interview, Fullerton’s
Director of Community Development
Ted White discussed his work and the
future of downtown Fullerton.
“From day one, in December of 2017,

my marching orders were to bring order
to downtown, with fairness and equity.  I
looked to ‘best practices’ from my experi-
ence with the downtowns of Anaheim and
Riverside, and also from consulting with
policy advisors. 
“We are looking for a balanced

approach.  This is a unique environment,
a walkable district which leans into restau-
rants.  We want a safe environment for the
community, a downtown for everyone,
with a unique mix of businesses. 
“We are emphasizing enforcement in

the proposed new alcohol ordinance.  We
need to apply rules equitably.  The present
ordinances regarding downtown are very
prescriptive.  They incentivize people to
apply only for an Administrative
Restaurant Use Permit (ARUP), and the
conditions for those are an enforcement
impossibility.  Without enforcement, the
rules are useless.  We’ve been
working to get buy-ins from
the restaurants for new rules.
“I would like to have a new

code enforcement position, a
pro-active position.  I will take
up this need with the city
council.  Today, enforcement is
mostly complaint-initiated.
On Thursday, Friday and
Saturday nights, the ECHO
team of the Fullerton Police
Department is the main
enforcement.  I’d like to have a
non-sworn person with flexible hours in
order to have consistency.  Sworn officers
change as their work assignments  rotate.
That staff person could liaise with the
code enforcement branch, the planning
commission, Alcohol Beverage Control
(ABC) and the ECHO team.
“We have been having staff meetings

which include ECHO, the sergeant in
charge of the downtown, Planning
Manager Matt Foulkes, code enforce-
ment, a business license person and an
ABC representative.”   The development
department staff cites their work as the
“Downtown Game Plan.”
Director White said there is no set limit

to the number of alcohol licenses that may
exist downtown - there are 61 now.  
“There is no right number,” White said.

ABC rules prescribe the number of licens-
es by census tract according to its residen-
tial population as compared with the total
population of the county.”
“By this standard, census tract 113 of

Fullerton, mainly the downtown, qualifies

for five licenses plus two for package sales,
thus the result is there is an “overconcen-
tration” of licenses here.
However, state law provides that a

determination  of “public necessity and
convenience” can  exempt an applicant for
a license from the rules of “overconcentra-
tion.”  The community development
department issues those, according to

White, after discussion
among his staff.
The proliferation of

restaurants and bars along
downtown streets results in
a dark street at night with-
out the lighted windows of
retail stores to encourage
strolling and window shop-
ping. 
“There are market reali-

ties,” White responded.  “If
we had  residences in the
area, retail could be sup-

ported.  But times have changed.  The
‘brick and mortar’ retailer is struggling.”
Asked how he hopes to see downtown

in five years, White replied, “The goal of
the Downtown Game Plan, which
includes the proposed amendments to our
restaurant regulations, the paid parking
pilot program, and the eventual formation
of a Business Improvement District or
similar assessment tool such as a
Landscape, Lighting, and Maintenance
District, is to maintain, and build on the
community asset that is our historic
downtown. 
“Success will be measured by whether

we can continue to build a thriving busi-
ness climate, enhance public safety and
security, maintain and create attractive
public and private spaces, and grow a
Downtown Fullerton brand that enjoys a
positive reputation and perception in the
community and the region,” White said. 

See related story 
“New Bar Regulations” on frontpage 
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BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5     www.michellegottlieb.com

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT

What scares you and why does it
scare you? What do you need to do to
overcome these fears?
Often the things that scare us stop us

from moving forward and creating suc-
cesses in our lives. We can see where we
want to go, but fear stops us. We may
have many thoughts - “I cannot do
this” or “I am not worthy of this” or “I
am a failure” - etc.. We may have a his-
tory of others telling us that we will
never succeed. We may have experi-
enced attempting and not succeeding,
over and over again. Then those mes-
sages get embedded even more deeply.
However, just because you have had

these experiences does not mean that
you are doomed to repeat them for
your entire life. You can achieve your
goals but may have to change some
things. I recommend that you work
with a good friend who can help you

see yourself objectively.
Work with your friend to help set

achievable goals. Now, break down the
steps to get there. Do you need more
education, childcare, financial support?
Begin with small, readily achievable
steps so that you are not setting your-
self up for failure.
As you begin the process, be aware of

those negative messages that you are
giving yourself - or those that others
may be giving to you. Go back to your
good friend and explore if there is any
truth to any of these messages. 
Notice the successes that you are

achieving. Begin to consciously change
those messages. As you continue for-
ward, occasionally look back and see
how far you have come. You will be
amazed. Take the time to congratulate
yourself. This is a lot of work, and you
are doing it! Be proud of yourself!

Overcoming Fear

Half the businesses on Santa Fe do not
have trash pickup.  And there are the
homeless.  Other than that, we support
it,” Franklin said.
Craig Voorting said he likes the pro-

posed ordinance “..because it has actual
teeth in it.  There are no teeth in the cur-
rent rules.”   He said his was the 13th
restaurant downtown, that he makes
money selling food, “...better than selling
alcohol.”
Joe Florentine said “Ted and Matt put

together a good plan.  We provide you
with food and drink and hospitality.
Many of us do good.  We donated 760
pounds of food last year, and have cook-
ing classes for high school and Crittenden
students.  We donate a lot...we are normal
people like you.  This is what we do for a
living.”  He said there was drinking in

cars, smoking “weed,”, that Fullerton is a
college town with five universities.  There
is too much whining and complaining, he
said.  “You live in Fullerton.  If you don’t
like it, go to Podunk, go somewhere else.”
Christopher Gaarder, chair of the com-

mission, said,  “This isn’t going to solve
the downtown’s problems.  With a maxi-
mum two story downtown, no wonder we
have only bars.  When you only allow two
stories you’re asking for that.”  The city
decided they want a lot of restaurants so
we got a lot of restaurants. People don’t
like it.   I get it.   It’s [the ordinance] prob-
ably not perfect but an improvement.”
No dates have yet been set for consider-

ation of the noise regulations, nor for the
city councils consideration of the ordi-
nance.                

See related story at right

COYOTE HILLS: STATEMENT FROM CITY MANAGER
Fullerton City Manager Ken Domer

made the following statement after the
Supreme Court news came out:
“Essentially the case is over with the

judgment in favor of the City and PCH.
A few things of note: The lawsuit by

PCH (i.e.Chevron) against the City is
required to be dismissed and that is
expected to be done in a relatively short
time frame.
The City can now proceed with negoti-

ating purchase of Neighborhoods 1 and 3,
which is set forth in the Vested Tentative

Tract Map. That process is mostly laid out
in the VTTM, and I believe there is a two
month window (but it can be extended)
to do so. I will be organizing staff to get all
of our grant opportunities in line for those
purchases to include the $15 million from
Assemblywoman Quirk-Silva.
Most importantly, the initial trail

improvement component will begin so we
can get Chevron/PCH to do the initial
trail segments so we can start having pub-
lic access to sections to include the Robert
E. Ward Nature Preserve.”

New Bar Regulations continued from page 5

Development Director Ted White &
The Downtown Game Plan by J.A. Kaluzny

The goal of 
the Downtown
Game Plan...
is to maintain,
and build on the
community asset
that is our historic
downtown”

Protest Against
Trump Fake
Emergency

About 200 people gathered
at the corner of State College
and Imperial in Brea to
protest the Trump/Pence
administration’s declaration
of a “State of Emergency” on
our southern border and his
attempts to use executive
power to secure funds for his
border wall from funds
already allocated to other
purposes by congress.
As of February 18, the day of the protest, the attorneys general of 16 states have

joined in a lawsuit alleging the action violates the Constitution. 
Read the entire story by Jesse La Tour online at www.fullertonobserver.com.
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Soccer: Troy vs. Rialto by Erik Markus

Troy Warriors Captains Eduardo Ramirez (11), Tye Hernandez (8), and Arnold Gomez
(13) participated in the coin toss with Rialto Knights before the CIF Division IV Final at

La Habra Stadium on February 23. - PHOTO BY ARNOLD CARILLO

The unexpected ride by the Troy
Warriors boys’ soccer team came to an end
after a 2-0 defeat by the Rialto Knights on
Saturday evening at La Habra Stadium.
It was a physical, hard fought battle

between the two, with no shortage of
aggression as both teams totalled a com-
bined 5 yellow cards.
“I’m proud of the heart. They

didn’t stop. We had guys that
stepped up, yellow cards flying
all over the place,” Troy head
coach Lester Maldonado said.
The Knights came into the

game intent on pushing the
strong Troy defense by scoring
an early goal. “Our mission was
to score in the first 15, just to set
the tempo and see how they
reacted,” Rialto head coach Jose
Gonzalez said.
While they missed their original plan,

they found their goal in the 27th minute.
Knight James Oronoz knocked in the

first goal on a ground shot past Warrior
Luis Garcia who tried to slide in front of
the shot. Oronoz’ shot came from the
right side of the net and whizzed past the
right side of Garcia into the middle of the
net.
Troy’s defense had gained momentum

in the playoffs with a streak of 5 straight
clean sheets. In front of goal keeper
Garcia, senior captain Arnold Gomez led
the Troy defense from the center back
position.

With their reputation in mind, Rialto’s
coaching staff focused their attention on
holding the boys accountable on defense.
Rialto gave up nine goals through the
playoffs, compared to Troy’s zero. 
“We were sharper, we told the guys that

no defensive mistakes were allowed,”
Gonzalez said.
However, with the Knights

focused and a 1-0 lead work-
ing in their favor, they were
able to prevent the Warriors
from getting any clean shots
on goal. 
The Knights were also able

to use their physical and dis-
ruptive play to prevent the
Warriors from gaining any
meaningful offensive chances.
“We couldn’t get into our
rhythm,” Maldonado said.

Troy looked to their offensive stud,
Manuel Tovar, who leads the team with
15 goals. His best chance came in the
34th minute of the first half when he took
a shot from in front of the box, but it
sailed just high of the crossbar. Down 1-0
at halftime, and the Warriors in need of an
equalizer, they changed their approach.
We tried to put some numbers forward,

but we just couldn’t finish today,”
Maldonado said.
With the extra attackers up for the

Warriors, the Knights were able to take
advantage early in the second half, when
they added a second goal on a header off

LOCAL NEWS

Warriors vs.
St. Margaret’s

3pm on
Tuesday,

February 26 
at Troy 
High 
School.

of a cross to Hector De Leon in the 45th
minute. 
The Knights are in the midst of their

best season in school history. “It’s amaz-
ing. I’m an alumnus here at Rialto High
School … we never got as far as the sec-
ond round of CIF,” Coach Gonzalez said
after the game. Their season continues on
Tuesday with a home game against
Mission Vista.
“I think if we had another chance, on

another day, we might have a different
result,” Maldonado said. 

The Warriors will get that chance.
While the Troy Warriors’ pursuit of a CIF
Division IV Southern Section title will
not come true, they landed a favorable
seeding in the CIF Division IV Southern
California Regional playoffs, where they
will be a three seed.
The Warriors may have their chance at

redemption as the Knights are a one seed
in the same tournament. The Warriors
will play their next game against St.
Margaret’s on Tuesday February 26 at
Troy High School at 3:00.

WAKE UP FULLERTON by Matt Leslie

About twenty people attended The
North Orange County Chamber of
Commerce (NOCC) sponsored “Wake
Up” meeting with city officials at Pilgrim’s
Coffee House on W. Wilshire Ave. on
February 26. The meeting was billed as an
opportunity to meet Fullerton’s new
Director of Public Works Meg McWade.
She was joined by Assemblymember
Sharon Quirk-Silva, who represents
Fullerton and surrounding cities, and
Fullerton’s Director of Community
Services Ted White.
NOCC Director Theresa Harvey intro-

duced Director McWade, who talked
about the structured increases in
Fullerton’s water rates expected to take
effect on July 1 of this year. She began by
explaining some basic facts about the city’s
water system, noting that 75% of the
water is sourced from local wells, and is
much cheaper than water purchased by
the city from the Metropolitan Water
District (MWD). Fullerton has 430 miles
of water lines made from a material not
designed for the corrosive soil found in
the area. A large number of the pipes,
which have an expected lifespan of 50
years, are aging out now because they were
installed during the city’s biggest growth
years, about half a century ago.
McWade characterized the current

water rates as having a projected shortfall
in funding necessary to replace the crum-
bling pipes in coming years. Conservation
of water has left the city water department
with less income from ratepayers (putting
a strain on maintenence and replacement
of pipes and other water delivery infra-
structure).
She went on to summarize the proposed

increases presented by a hired consultant
during a recent meeting of the city coun-
cil. Working with the city’s Water Rate
Study Ad-Hoc Committee, the consul-
tant’s plan calls for an increase in fixed
meter charges (which support production
costs, maintenance, pipe replacement,
etc.) while the water usage rate charges

(for the gallons used by a household)
would decrease slightly. As an example, a
house with a 5/8” water pipe with a fixed
meter rate of $14.75 would see that
charge rise to $25.82, while the per-gallon
use charge would drop slightly (bills are
sent bi-monthly). The per gallon charge
would drop more for households than for
commercial users. 
The consultant is scheduled

to present the final rate hike
plan to the city council on
April 2nd, McWade said.
An audience member point-

ed out that sanitation charges
for storm water, trash, and
sewers are tied to water bills
and that these charges would
also be expected to increase
along with water rates. 
Director McWade said that

Republic Trash, the city’s sani-
tation hauler, had asked for a
2.5% increase which is cur-
rently being considered. 
Another audience question

concerned how expensive
Fullerton’s water rates were
compared to neighboring
cities. McWade said that
Fullerton’s rates were low, but
would rise to the middle rank-
ing when rate increases take
effect. 
She also answered a concern

about the safety of the city’s
water by noting that Fullerton’s wells are
not near the chemical contaminant plume
cited as threat to the city’s water purity. In
response to an audience question about
who is performing the water main
improvement work, McWade said that
most of the engineering is by the city staff
and consultants but every bit of the work
itself will be outsourced.
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva

also addressed the subject of the industri-
al toxins threatening Fullerton’s water
wells by noting that they pump from a

different strata than the level contaminat-
ed by the plume. 
Director McWade went on to answer

questions about other infrastructural
issues, including conversion of street
lights to LED’s which she said was ongo-
ing, and the leak in Laguna Lake, which
seems to have been effectively plugged. 
Assemblymember Quirk-Silva noted

that the LED light replacement is being
financed by a loan. Attendee Walter Clark
asked about the loan arrangement and

McWade detailed how it
worked with Edison and
other sources of money. 
Mr. Clark then asked if a

similar approach could be
used for water issues.
McWade responded that
they were looking into
grants, but that they (the
city) didn’t like to have to
count on that method for
funding.
On a different topic,

McWade said that an audit
had determined that
streamlining and efficiency
in staffing of her depart-
ment were preferred to hir-
ing new personnel.
Community Services

Director Ted White
announced that on March
19th the United Way will
host a discussion on home-
lessness at the Wilshire
Auditorium from 6pm to

8pm. On the same evening, the Fullerton
City Council will address a ninety day
trial period for paid parking in the down-
town parking structures. 
Mr. White also briefed attendees about

current and upcoming building projects,
including the proposed 120 room hotel
on city owned land near the train station,
a seventy-nine unit condo development
called Town Home on the site of a now
closed CVS located near Rosecrans and
Euclid, a residential project at the north-
east corner of East Wilshire and
Raymond, and the three hundred twenty-

five car parking structure with office
building to be built next to the Fox
Theater downtown.
Noticing an enthusiastic response from

some attendees at the mention of addi-
tional housing, an attendee asked why it
was a good thing for the city. Director
White began to answer when
Assemblymember Quirk-Silva interrupted
to assert that property taxes were the
biggest source of revenue and that more
people in the city would result in more
income from sales tax. She also noted that
there was much political pressure for addi-
tional housing. 
Quirk-Silva participated in a discussion

about Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs)
brought up by Randy Smith of RC Smith
Design Build, a Fullerton based contrac-
tor. It was suggested that ADUs were the
best way to address the pressure for more
residences, and that higher levels of gov-
ernment, apparently referring to
Governor Gavin Newsom, are suing cities
who cease or slow down residential devel-
opment.
An attendee thought that a twelve thou-

sand dollar Park Dwelling Fee charged to
those building “granny flats” (ADU) was
unfair for homeowners who had already
paid such a fee when they originally pur-
chased their homes, but the question of
whether or not it applied to more recent
development or to older homes was unre-
solved. Further discussion of Park
Dwelling Fees in Fullerton and other
cities ensued. An audience member said
that the five million dollars spent to
improve Hillcrest Park was the best exam-
ple of the use of such fees.
Finally, Mr. White discussed the two

hundred nineteen unit residential devel-
opment on the 600 block of W.
Commonwealth Ave., commonly referred
to as “Red Oak,” after the investment firm
that obtained development rights, but
later sold it to another developer who has
renamed it “Amplifi.”
Theresa Harvey closed the meeting,

inviting attendees to return to the same
location on March 26th to hear a talk on
mobility in Orange County.”

Director
McWade said
that Republic
Trash had asked
for  a 2.5%
increase 
which is 

currently being 
considered. 
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Brunelle’s Baseball Card 
Hall of Fame

Before the 2019 baseball season began
spring training, I received an email from
David Brunelle, a long-time Fullerton res-
ident with his very own Baseball Hall of
Fame. Back in 1994, Mr. Brunelle and his
oldest son, Sean, were playing at West
Fullerton Little League. After one of their
games, Sean asked his dad to take him to
a local baseball card show so he could buy
cards of his favorite player, Ken Griffey Jr. 
“So we went to the show. While he was

looking for his cards, filtering through a
bunch of boxes, I wandered over to anoth-
er table and noticed that there were some
cards from when I was kid,” Mr. Brunelle
said. He found familiar faces from the 60s
and 70s and was once again enthralled
with the cards from his youth. Little did
he realize that this would be the start of a
25-year challenge to collect one card of
every player in the Baseball Hall of Fame. 
“I was just knocked over by how much

I enjoyed my old baseball cards,” he said.
“My son bought a Griffey Jr. and I bought
a Ted Williams card from 1951. We went
to a few more card shows. He picked up a
few more cards. I picked up a few more
cards. And it got to the point where I said,
‘Hey, a lot of these guys—Willie Mays,
DiMaggio, all these great players—are in
the hall of fame. Why don’t we start col-
lecting one card of every player in the
Baseball Hall of Fame? That was 1994 and
I’ve been collecting ever since.”
Mr. Brunelle invited me to his house to

see his collection in person. His den with
the Baseball Hall of Fame almost seemed
like a museum. Every baseball collectable
occupied its own case and its own section
of the room. “As a kid, most of us from
the sixties and seventies collected baseball
cards - when they weren’t being put on the
spokes of our bikes to make the noise,”

Mr. Brunelle said, “I wasn’t an avid collec-
tor at all. It was just fun to have them
around.” 
Mr. Brunelle’s collection, consisting of

230 cards, is still missing two cards: Ben
McPhee and Deacon White. They’re two
players from the 19th century who are
very difficult to find. He said, “When you
do find them, they’re really, really expen-
sive.” 
Most of the other cards in the collection

have been bought through auctions, Ebay,
and local card shows and businesses. 
“Most of the old, old stuff,” he said,

“from the 1880s and 1890s are all from
auctions and are all very difficult to get. 
“Some people are trying to find a whole

set of 1950 Topps or 1965 Topps. They’re
trying to find the whole box. Mine was
just relegated to finding one card of each
Hall of Famer.” 
The rarest and most expensive card he

owns is the Ed Delahanty card from 1895.
“A lot of these cards from the 1880s are
getting more and more difficult to find,”
he said, “They’re not all in perfect condi-
tion. The cards that I like are hard to find,
but the price and the value has gone up
substantially because baseball cards are
not about who, they’re about the rarity.
It’s about how many of those cards are left
out there.”
Mr. Brunelle is the sole family member

still collecting cards. “Nobody in the fam-
ily is collecting cards, but everybody in
the family wants to know where they’re
going to go when I’m gone,” he said. 
“So, I’m hoping that my kids will see

the value and the fun of continuing on
with the project of every time there is a
newly elected player, let’s put a card into
the box.” 
The card that means the most to Mr.

Brunelle is the 1960 Roberto Clemente
because his sons put their money together
one Christmas about ten years ago and
bought him a really great condition
Roberto Clemente from 1960. His sons
bought it from Tom Elliott at Past Times
Collectables. 
Along the walls are baseball memorabil-

ia that all have a special place in Mr.
Brunelle’s heart. In fact, he has a program
from Fenway Park, July 20, 1969, the very
first baseball game he ever went to. 
“This is a program that I searched ten

years for on Ebay to try to find the pro-
gram of the game I was at, my very first
one when I was ten-years-old,” he said. 
“What’s significant about that? First

man on the moon landed the day I was at
that stadium, July 20, 1969. It was about
the fifth or sixth inning and they stopped
the game. The announcer said, ‘A man has
just landed on the moon.’ And everybody
stood up in the stadium and they played
the Star-Spangled Banner. That was my
very first professional baseball game.” 
All five of Mr. Brunelle’s kids and his

wife have been to Fenway Park. He has
photographs from when he took his kids
to Fenway Park hanging on his wall.
Sitting next to the photos is a picture of
Babe Ruth with Babe Ruth’s actual signa-
ture on a two dollar bill. In the corner of
the room, there is a Ted Williams piece
that was given to Mr. Brunelle as a present
from the folks at the company he worked
at for twenty-five years and a photograph
of one of his favorite players and hitters
from the old days, George Sisler of the St.
Louis Browns (before they were the
Cardinals). 
Hanging above his mantel is a photo-

graph with a signature from Sandy
Koufax, along with a pennant from the
1963 World Series and a Ty Cobb auto-
graph. He said, “Ty Cobb signed a lot.
There’s a lot of fakes out there, a lot of
people fake autographs because they can
make money. The best way to determine if
something is real is to get it PSA graded
and a check.”
There are three members in Mr.

Brunelle’s Baseball Card Hall of Fame
who are actually from Fullerton and have
Fullerton roots. “One is the great Walter
Johnson, who went to Fullerton High
School,” he said. “Another one is a gentle-
man named Arky Vaughan, who also
graduated from Fullerton High School in
the Twenties. The other one is Gary
Carter, who went to Sunny Hills High
School, and played in the same Little
League as my son and me--West Fullerton
Little League, and he was a big star every-
where he went. And there’s a fourth. He’s
not in my cage here because he’s a manag-
er and I try not to put managers in here,
but the other Fullerton resident is Tommy
Lasorda, the Dodger manager who lived
in Fullerton for years. So four
Fullertonians are in the Baseball Hall of
Fame.”
Every year, in January, the newest mem-

bers of the Hall of Fame are announced.
“I have cards of players who I believe
someday will be in the Baseball Hall of
Fame,” Mr. Brunelle said, “I’m collecting
their cards now because what happens is
that when they’re elected, their prices will
go straight through the roof. So, buy those
cards now. They’ll be worth money in the
future and they’ll go into my wall some-
day.”       
To see Mr. Brunelle’s entire collection,

check out the new Fullerton Observer web-
site and click on the words, “Emerson
Little” on the left-hand sidebar, which will
take you directly to my channel.  

WEEKLY SWIM LESSONS 
Choose your days and times each

week. All levels and ages taught from
those who fear the water to those
looking to refine their strokes. 
WINTER SESSION 

Registration begins Dec. 3rd.

LEARN MORE AT www.fastswimming.net

Mr. Brunelle in front of his collection which contains 230 cards of those inducted into the
Baseball Hall of Fame - he is only missing two: Ben McPhee and Deacon White.

Below: Also displayed in the room are various memorabilia including a program from the
first baseball game he ever went to and Father’s Day gifts from his sons.
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TUES, MARCH 5
•12pm: “When Women Wrote

Hollywood”  a presentation by
Rosanne Welch, lecturer of cinema
and television arts, Room 360 at the
Pollak Library, CSUF, 800 N. State
College Blvd., Fullerton. Free (except
parking)
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council

Meeting at city hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth. Agenda online the
Friday before the council meeting at
www.cityoffullerton.com

WED, MARCH 6
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine Every

Wednesday Farmers Market at
Independence Park next to the DMV
on Valencia between Euclid and
Highland in Fullerton. Fresh produce
including fruit, vegetables, plants,
eggs, flowers, baked goods, tamales,
empenadas, kettle korn, nuts, and
more.
•12pm-5pm: 300 Artworks by

California Women circa 1860-1960
at Pasadena Museum of History
exhibit “Something Revealed” shows a
long history of traditonal and abstract
art proving that women artists con-
tributed to the evolution of style, tech-
nique, and exploration in the world of
art even in the male dominated field.
Through March 31. (626) 577-1660
www.pasadenahistory.org
•6pm: Free Screening of

BlacKkKlansman at Fullerton Public
Library Osborne Auditorium, 353 W.
Commonwealth. In this Oscar award-
winning movie from Spike Lee, a
black detective sets out to infiltrate the
Colorado chapter of the Ku Klux Klan
with the help of his Jewish colleague.
In the midst of the 1970s civil rights
movement, they risk their lives to
obtain insider information on the vio-
lent organization. Stars John David
Washington (Denzel’s son).

THURS, MARCH 7
•6:30pm: Toltec Wisdom: The

Four Agreements by Ron Miguel
Ruiz is the subject of a four class series
led by Rick Brown at Harmony
Center for Spiritual Living, 12907
Bailey St., Whittier, 90601. $20

FRI, SAT, SUN MARCH 8-10
Friends of the Library 3-Day

Book Sale in the Osborne
Auditorium, Fullerton Public Library,
353 W. Commonwealth. Friday at
10am-noon is for members (you can
become a member at the door); Friday
Noon-4pm everyone is welcome.
Saturday 10am-4pm; and Sunday
from 1pm to 3pm books are half price,
then from 3:15pm to 4pm books are
$2 a bag!

MARCH 8-MARCH 23
8pm: "Blood of the Lands" a new

play by Matthewe Katterhagen, direct-
ed by Tommy Statler about the largest
recorded dust storm in American his-
tory and a desperate mother who must
do everything she can to save her fam-
ily from the storm and hunger.
Performs at CSUF's Grand Central
Theatre, 125 N. Broadway, Santa Ana
at 8pm on March 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 20,
21, 22, & 23.  $5 (advance tickets)
available: (657) 278-3371 (11am-
5pm, M-F) or
www.fullerton.edu/arts/theatre/events/td
_productions.php

SAT, MARCH 9
•9am-11am: Friends of Coyote

Hills Nature Walk Come see the start
of the spring wildflower bloom in the
local Coyote Hills. Most days are crys-

tal clear and the views of Orange
County and local mountains are spec-
tacular. Meet at the Laguna Lake
Equestrian Center gate on Lakeview
Drive  (east of Euclid) in north
Fullerton for an easy to moderate hike
suitable for the entire family. Dogs are
welcome as long as they are on leashes.
Wear comfortable shoes and bring
water to drink. Visit www.coyote-
hills.org for more information. 

MON, MARCH 11
•6pm-8pm: Caring for Someone

w/Mid-Stage Alzheimer’s (a 3-part
series) provides info on symptoms of
Alzheimer’s, communication and rela-
tionship changes, effective personal
care, and preparing for hospitaliza-
tions. Free at the Fullerton Public
Library Conference Center, 353 W.
Commonwealth.
•7:30pm: A Celtic Celebration

with woodwind musician Gary Gould
joined by Dave Champagne.
Community Concert Association pre-
sented at the Fullerton First United
Methodist Church, 114 N. Pomona
(at Commonwealth) in Fullerton.
Tickets: Call 714-535-8925 or visit
www.northocconcerts.org

TUES, MARCH 12
•1pm-3pm: Graffiti Artist Man

One Lecture, Demo, & Book
Signing The Pollak Library at CSUF,
800 N. State College Blvd. Fullerton
and the Donoghue Children’s
Literature Center are co-sponsoring a
lecture, live painting demonstration,
and book-signing by Man One, an
LA-based graffiti artist whose work
has been featured in exhibits around
the world. His murals pepper the
landscape of LA from public buildings
to art installations.  In 2017, Man
One illustrated a children’s book
“Chef Roy Choi and the Street Food
Remix” by Jacqueline Briggs Martin
and June Jo Lee, which has been hon-
ored with numerous awards. Books
will be on sale at the Titan Bookstore.
The event is free (parking on campus
is $2/hr). Visit www.manone.com for
more on the artist.
•6:30pm: Sierra Club Fullerton

Evening Hike The Rio Hondo Group
hikes take place on the last Tuesday of
each month from March through
October. Meet at the east end of
Laguna Lake in Fullerton on Lakeside
Drive. Wear sturdy boots, bring water
and flashlight. Leaders are Martin
Kluck, Joel Ortmann and Margee
Hills. For other Sierra Club hikes visit
https://angeles.sierraclub.org/activities

SAT, MARCH 16
•10am-5pm: Sustainable Living

Fair hosted by the North OC Chapter
of the Citizens’ Climate Lobby, the
event features a mix of everyday tips
on saving money and energy, plus pan-
els, presentations, workshops, demon-
strations, solar and other vendors,
music, games, arts & crafts and more
to raise awareness, provide informa-
tion and have fun. Brea
Congregational Church, 300 E.
Imperial Highway, Brea 92821.
Admission is free. Contact Dennis Arp
with questions at
denisansellarp@gmail.com or visit
https://www.facebook.com/events/7955
72470779218/

SAT & SUN, MARCH 16 & 17
•9am-4pm: Veggiepalooza

Monster Tomato & Pepper Sale at
Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated
Road & Yorba Linda Blvd(at the edge
of Cal State Fullerton campus). Bring
your wagons, carts & totes to carry
your plants. Available this year are over
100 varieties of tomato plants from
cherry to beefsteak in every color from
black to white and over 70 varieties of
peppers including Jigsaw, Atomic,
Starfish, Giant Ristra, and Shishito
pepper plants. Also offering the deco-
rative, edible and delicious Glass Gem
Corn, bred from a Native variety by
Carl “White Eagle” Barnes, the
famous Cherokee corn collector. All
the plants have been carefully propa-
gated and organically grown exclusive-
ly in the Arboretum nursery by skilled
volunteers. Admission is free.
(Arboretum members receive early
admission on March 15th from 3-
6pm, and a 10% discount on all pur-
chases. All proceeds from sales support
plant conservation, environmental
education programs, and the diverse
gardens of the Fullerton Arboretum.
For more info visit www.fullertonar-
boretum.org 

MON, MARCH 18
•6:45pm-8:30pm NUFF Forum

Presents Priorities for Fullerton
2019 a moderated forum on planning
and some key issues affecting gover-
nance and quality of life in the coming
year features Mayor Jesus Silva,
Fullerton City Manager Ken Domer,
and Pathways of Hope Executive
Director David Gillanders. Fullerton
Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth, Fullerton. NUFF
(Neighbors United for Fullerton’s
Future) is a volunteer non-partisan
group, open to any Fullerton resident,
which presents forums on topics of
interest to the community. Send ques-
tions to info@nuffpac.org. Free. 

TUES, MARCH 19
•6pm-8pm: Homelessness 101 at

Wilshire Auditorium, 315 E. Wilshire
Ave. (at Lemon) in Fullerton. Free but
RSVP is required to
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homeless-
ness-101-tickets-57057365115. Becks
Heyhoe of OC United Way will pres-
ent topics such as “What causes people
to become homeless? What is the cur-
rent state of homelessness in OC?
How can homelessness be solved? and
more. Co-hosted by United to End
Homelessness, Fullerton
Collaborative, Fullerton College and
the City of Fullerton. Free parking in
Student Lot 10 and the Fullerton
College parking structure on corner of
Lemon and College Place. 
•6:30pm: Spring Family Night

Bubble Bonanza a performance by
bubble experts Bubblemania &
Company followed by bubbly spring
crafts perfect for preschoolers, primary
graders, and their families, aided by
teen volunteers. Free at the Osborne
Auditorium, Fullerton Public Library,
353 W. Commonwealth. Call 714-
738-6338 with questions.
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council

Meeting at city hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth. Agenda online the
Friday before the council meeting at
www.cityoffullerton.com

COLD WAR: 
A Hit & A Miss

by Joyce Mason © 2019

HITS &  
MISSES

Star-crossed lovers suffer in wartime, even
when that war is a cold one. World War II is over
and the resulting division within Europe finds
Poland under the control of the Soviet Union
with government controls reaching into individ-
ual lives and into artistic expression.  Filming in
black and white, Polish writer/director Pawel
Pawlikowsk creates a somber landscape and
mood except when his scenes are brightened by
his leading actress, Joanna Kulig, playing the
charismatic Zula.  
It is 1949 and musical artists Viktor (Tomasz

Kot) and Irena (Agata Kulesza) have been tasked
with finding local Polish singers and dancers
who can perform traditional songs and folk
dances. Dozens of locals, eager to escape the
hard work and deprivation of farm life, try out
for the performing company. Not the most
experienced singer, Zula—young, blond, ener-
getic, and beautiful—catches Viktor’s eye and he
overrides Irena’s hesitation, insisting that with a
little training, Zula will become a fine singer.
Exhaustive training and daily rehearsals under

the professional guidance of Victor and Irena
soon produce a company that dances and sings
“the music of their grandparents” in traditional
Polish costume and with clock-like precision.
However, one of the directors is a representative
of the Communist government and his goal is to
re-direct some of the company’s artistic energy
into celebrating the virtues of Stalin and his plan
for “land reform” within Poland.
Viktor’s confidence in Zula’s innate talents

proves to be well-founded.  Under his tutelage,
she becomes the star performer, and the two fall
in love. As the company (now named the
Mazowsze folk group) grows in fame, tours to
other countries begin. While performing in
Berlin, Viktor, anxious to break free from the
group, arranges a plan for him and Zula to meet
after their performance and escape together into
Western Europe.  But Zula, who has returned
Viktor’s love and has promised “to follow him to
the ends of the earth,” does not show up for this
rendezvous. Viktor’s commitment to his career
as a pianist prompts him to leave without her.
Several years pass and both Viktor and Zula

enter unsuccessful marriages and love affairs
while still carrying a lingering passion for each
other. Eventually, Zula leaves the company and
makes her way to Paris, where she has heard that
Viktor is performing in nightclubs. The two
reconnect and discover the same ardor of their
earlier passion.  But Zula is no longer an unso-
phisticated country girl.  She has grown in tal-
ent, self-confidence and independence, made
evident when  Viktor watches her croon a ballad
in a Parisian night club that captivates the audi-
ence  
Both Viktor and Zula have difficult and tem-

pestuous personalities, and their lives that seem
to have been torn apart by political separations
between the East and the West are now kept
apart by the headstrong and complicated tem-
peraments of the two lovers.    
With a subdued black and white landscape

and a romance that remains more complicated
than fulfilled, “Cold War” offers few light
moments. Although audiences at the Cannes
Film Festival lauded “Cold War” for its somber
restraint both in production design and imagery,
American audiences have been less enthusiastic.
It was, however, nominated for an Academy
Award for best foreign language film, losing to
“Roma.”

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.

SAT, MARCH 9 continued
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Now Playing
@ STAGES THEATER

400 E Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 www.stagesoc.org

“The Cherry Orchard”
@ CSUF YOUNG THEATER

800 N. State College Blvd, CA 92832
Tickets: (657) 278-3371

Cal State Fullerton’s Spring semester
begins with “The Cherry Orchard” by
Anton Chekhov, translated by Paul
Schmidt and directed by Maria Cominis.
The play runs from March 8-24 in the
Young Theatre on campus. 
“The Cherry Orchard” follows a desti-

tute Russian aristocrat who returns home
to find her family in a financial crisis,
forcing them to sell their home to pay off
their debt. The family must decide on
their prospects for happiness and how to
rebuild their lives and fortunes.
With his plays such as “The Seagull,”

“Uncle Vanya,” and “The Cherry
Orchard,” Chekhov emphasized the
depths of human nature, the hidden sig-
nificance of everyday events and the fine
line between comedy and tragedy. His

plays are staged worldwide and his body
of work influenced important writers of
an array of genres, including James Joyce,
Ernest Hemingway and Tennessee
Williams.
The cast of “The Cherry Orchard”

includes Isobel Beaman, Kathleen
Chavez, Caleb Gibson, Bernard Hefner,
Aryana Hamzehloo, Genevieve Kauper,
Sarika Mande, Diego Noll, Joseph Pharr,
Tamla Quipse, Kyle Nathan Ray,
Donovan Rogers, Darby Sorich,  Miguel
Torres, Leo Torrez, Leianna Weaver, and
Blake Yanez.
Set design is by Ann Sheffield, costume

design is by Hyun Sook Kim, hair/make-
up design is by Monica Liz Siazon, light-
ing design is by Toranj Noroozi, and
sound design is by Michelle Tharp. 

“Maple and Vine” “Suprema”

Katha and Ryu have become allergic to
their 21st century lives. After they meet a
charismatic man from a community of
1950’s re-enactors, they forsake cell
phones and sushi for cigarettes and
Tupperware parties. In this compulsively
authentic world, Katha and Ryu are sur-
prised by what their new neighbors – and
they themselves – are willing to sacrifice
for happiness. Written by Jordan
Harrison. Directed by Sarah Ripper.
Through March 31. 

It’s 1940, and celebrated psychologist
William Moulton Marston has decided
that he wants to create a comic book hero-
ine who stands for valor and love in a
world dominated by men and war. Over
the course of a single evening, Marston,
his wife Elizabeth, and their lover Olive
must convince DC Comics executive Max
Gaines of the value of such a heroine
while downplaying their own unorthodox
lifestyle. Written by Phil Keeling.
Directed by Chris Mertan. March 9–
March 30.

(Left to Right) Isobel Beamn and Leianna Weaver in “The Cherry Orchard”

This is not a musical, it's a lighthearted
take on the classic film from the writer/
director of “Night of the Living Dead,”
“Santa Claus Conquers the Martians,”
and “The Killer Angels.” Together with
Maverick Light & Magic, audiences will
experience a show unlike anything the
world has seen before, the eighth wonder
of the world, KONG! 
Director Carl Denham learns of a mys-

terious island and a legend of a beast
known as "Kong.” Determined to uncov-
er the myth, he puts together an expedi-
tion to capture his discovery on film.
"They'll have to invent new adjectives to
describe my picture!" Denham isn't mak-
ing a mere documentary, his picture has a

theme-- Beauty and the Beast.
Shortly after locating Skull Island, the

inhabitants take Beauty to Kong, a gigan-
tic ape that rules the island and its prehis-
toric wildlife. But as fate would tell,
Kong's affection for Beauty deceives him
and he must now face his worst enemy, a
civilized world. 
Adapted & directed by Brian Newell

from the novelization by Delos W.
Lovelace based on the screen play by
James A Creelman and Ruth Rose from a
story by Edgar Wallace and Merian C.
Cooper.
Plays through March 17. Fridays &

Saturdays 8:00 p.m. Sundays 5:00 p.m.
(suitable for 6yrs and older.)

“King Kong: The Eighth Wonder of the World”
@ MAVERICK THEATER

110 E Walnut Ave Unit B, Fullerton, CA 92832
Tickets: (714) 526-7070 www.mavericktheater.com

“Thoroughly Modern Millie”
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE CAMPUS THEATER

321 E. Chapman Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832
Tickets: 714-992-7150 www.theater.fullcoll.edu

Set in New York City in 1922, “Thoroughly Modern Millie” tells the story of young
Millie Dillmount from Kansas, who comes to New York in search of a new life for her-
self. Her grand plan is to find a job as a secretary for a wealthy man and then marry
him. However, her plan goes completely awry. The owner of her dingy hotel kidnaps
young girls to sell to the Far East, her wealthy boss is slow in proposing marriage and
the man she actually falls in love with doesn't have a dime to his name... or so he tells
her. Directed by Timothy Espinosa. March 14-16. Admission: Door $15.00 and Presale
$12.50

“Transmissions in Advance of the Second Great Dying” tells an epic tale of grief and
global warming through the intersecting lives of Earth’s human and non-human inhab-
itants in 2045. Katrina and her unborn baby head north in search of snow; Hugo seeks
purpose in a world without resources; and after a series of unnatural events, recently
widowed Carla is swept into a cosmic relationship with an ageless being that challenges
her understanding of time and extinction. Together with a young lynx and a swarm of
locusts, their journeys become transmissions of hope and loss against the backdrop of
planetary collapse. By Jessica Huang. Directed by Jennifer Chang. March 6, 7:30pm

“Transmissions in Advance of the 
Second Great Dying” 

@ CHANCE THEATER
5522 E La Palma Ave, Anaheim, CA 

Tickets: (888) 455-4212   www.chancetheater.com

Music Performances @ CSUF MENG CONCERT HALL
800 N. State College Blvd, CA 92832

Tickets: (657) 278-3371

Thursday March 7: Ji Hyun Kim, vio-
lin Guest Artist Recital. Featuring Han-
Ki Kim: Miryang Arirang, Op. 226,
Edvard Grieg: Sonata for Violin and
Piano No. 2 in G major, Op. 13, Lento
doloroso – Allegro vivace,  8pm Recital
Hall. $10 / $8 

Saturday March 9: 12th Annual
Clayes Collage Concert. Concert
Reception and Performance. benefitting
music student scholarships. Meng
Concert Hall. 3pm and 8pm. Tickets:
$25/ $20.
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Protecting Mother Earth
@ MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER

1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton   www.themuck.org (714)738-6595

“Dr. Entomo’s Palace of Exotic Wonders”
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER

301 N Pomona Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832   (714) 738-6545

Freakish, bewildering marvels of the
insect world are on display in Dr.
Entomo’s Palace of Exotic Wonders.
Resembling an old-fashioned circus
sideshow, this exhibit explores the truth,
myths and mysteries surrounding some of
nature’s most curious creatures – many of
them alive and on view. 
Those daring enough to enter will be

captivated by the deceptive and treacher-

ous techniques these insects can wield on
unsuspecting predators. They will learn
about how the Giant African Millipede,
though harmless-looking enough, can
unleash a harmful cyanide secretion. The
“Devil with Two Heads,” also known as
the Vietnamese Centipede, exposes how it
can confound predators with a tail that
looks just like its head.
Through April 14. “Let There Be Light: work by Hyun Ae Kang”

@ CARNEGIE LIBRARY IN THE MUZEO

241 S Anaheim Blvd, Anaheim, CA 92805 (714) 956-8936 www.muzeo.org

This exhibition highlights an impressive collection of 33 works by Hyun Ae Kang, a
South Korean Artist. Hyun’s ability to combine traditional cultural influence with her
own unique technique and contemporary vision results in a remarkable collection.
Hyun Ae Kang is an important Korean artist who began her career in sculpture and
later transitioned into painting, an aspect of her work which can be seen through the
tactile markings in her paintings. She often utilizes vibrant colors with layers of careful-
ly applied paint to create works which ultimately serve as a reflection of her deeply per-
sonal and spiritual meditations. Her work resides in the permanent collections of The
Art Museum of Seoul, MUZEO Museum and Cultural Center, Brea Museum and
Historical Society. Through March 31.

“Lost Islands of Philadelphia” 
by Jennifer Levonian

@ GRAND CENTRAL ART CENTER
125 N. Broadway, Santa Ana, CA 92701   

To the artist Jennifer Levonian's sur-
prise, she recently learned there were once
two lively islands in the Delaware River
right beside Philadelphia. Smith and
Windmill Islands were best known for
their amusement park and baths, accessi-
ble via a quick ferry ride. To make way for
shipping traffic, the federal government
removed the islands in 1894. 
Levonian's cutout animation single-

channel video Lost Islands of Philadelphia
tells the story of the islands, touching on
themes of obsolescence and transience. It
follows a girl who, after reading about the
islands in a library book, but is unaware of
their destruction, sets off on her own to
find them. Her mother pursues her franti-
cally on rollerblades, her lack of skating
skills causing mayhem all the way.
Through May 19.

Valena Dismukes, Protest Maker, Pt. Conception, California,1978, photography.

Gallery Opening Reception, Saturday,
March 9, 12:00 p.m. $10 non-members,
Free for Members.
Curated by artist Rowan Harrison,

“Protecting Mother Earth” is an exhibi-
tion about the protection and conserva-
tion of our natural environment from the
perspective of Native Americans, who, as
the original human inhabitants of the
western hemisphere, continue to have a
unique relationship with the land.

Protecting Mother Earth brings togeth-
er a group of over a dozen artists from the
Native American community, including
Corey Stein, Corina Roberts, Maree
Cheatham, Gail Werner, Terry Glad
Flores, C. M. Scott, Valena Dismukes,
Eric Tippeconnic, Rowan Harrison,
Nadia Reed, Peggy Fontenot, Laurie
Steelink, Nadia LittleWarrior, Zoë Marieh
Urness, Randy Kemp, and Sheridan
Macknight. March 9 - April 28.

Graffiti Artist Man One Painting Demo 
at CSUF Pollak Library

LA-based artist Man One will demon-
strate his painting process and give a lec-
ture from 1pm to 3pm on Tuesday, March
12, at the Pollak Library on the Cal State
Fullerton campus, 800 N. State College
Blvd, Fullerton.
A proud Chicano artist, Man One is a

first generation American whose parents
immigrated from Mexico to LA in the late
1960s.  He developed his love of art
through graffiti.  His work has been fea-
tured around the world in exhibits and
popular media.  His murals pepper the
landscape of Los Angeles from public
buildings to art installations.
In 2002, he founded the Crewest

Gallery, a street art gallery in LA to give
graffiti artists a professional venue to show
their work.
In 2017, Man One illustrated a chil-

dren’s book about LA Food Truck
Godfather Roy Choi.  The book, “Chef
Roy Choi and the Street Food Remix
(Readers to Eaters)” has been honored
with several awards and will be on sale at
the campus bookstore during the event
which is co-sponsored by the Pollak
Library and Donoghue Children’s
Literature Center.
His work has been exhibited worldwide,

including at the Museum of
Contemporary Art LA, The Getty, and

“Law of the Border”
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER

301 N Pomona Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832   (714) 738-6545

Screening March 15 at 7pm, “Law of
the Border” is an action-packed Turkish
Western that sparked a revolution in
Turkish cinema. The film explores the
complexity of life along the Turkish-
Syrian border, still relevant to today’s
headlines in its debate over the meaning
of national boundaries. Written by a real-
life Kurdish outlaw and cultural hero
(whose scripts were smuggled from
prison), this rare gem barely escaped gov-
ernment suppression to emerge as a land-

mark of essential viewing for any fan of
cinema.
This is part of the Fullerton Museum

Center’s monthly film series featuring
independent, thought-provoking films
with an introduction by local filmmaker
Steve Elkins. Each film screening is fol-
lowed by an informal discussion over
drinks.  Seating is limited and reservations
are recommended. $8 for Museum
Members. $10 General Admission

Parco Museum in Tokyo, Japan, and gal-
leries in Australia, Germany, Mexico and
New Zealand. He has painted live onstage
at music concerts including for MTV
with the Black Eyed Peas. He is the recip-
ient of the Speaker and Specialist Grant
by the US State Dept to work with chil-
dren in Panama to build self-esteem
through art.
The event is free but parking on campus

is $2/hr ($8/day). For more information
please contact Sarah Parramore at (657)
278-5801
You can find more information on Man

One at his website bio-
http://www.manone.com/bio/.



People who have been predicting a constitutional crisis seem to have
missed its arrival. They were expecting such a crisis to be an event, a
giant and dramatic event, a moment that was clearly transgressive. Like
those who look for evil to be horned, tailed, and colored red, people
waited with bated breath for the president to refuse an order of the
Supreme Court or otherwise do something singular. Crisis by attrition
wasn’t in their thoughts or fears. Yet here we are.
Our three branches of government, as created by our Founders in the

Constitution, have been materially changed by the abject failure of
Congress to assert and defend its rights and duties. No, it did not start
with Trump. He is not its unique cause. He counted on, nurtured and
took advantage of their pre-existing cravenness.
Congress is assigned three primary and critical powers/duties by the

Constitution, and they have abrogated all three. 
First, they are charged with declaring war. They have not declared war

since December of 1941. Since then we have fought, what really looked
and felt like wars, in Korea, Vietnam, Grenada, Kuwait, Kosovo, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Iraq again and Syria. We also have soldiers fighting, dying
and killing all over Africa and Latin America.
Congress did pass the War Powers Resolution (Often referred to as

the War Powers Act) which gave an American President the ability to
act in an emergency with bombs and soldiers. In a rapidly moving
world, this certainly makes sense. There are times when there may be

no time to convene the Congress, and we
simply have to defend ourselves or an ally.
The joint resolution, although allowing the
president to wage war, required also that the
president obtain congressional approval
within 60 days. This requirement has been
flouted—famously by Bill Clinton in
Kosovo. Congress disapproved, yet did
nothing! 
Following 911, the Patriot Act essentially

created an eternal, unconstitutionally vague
and infinitely elastic permission for the
President to wage war anywhere, at any
time, against anyone. It was not a
Declaration of War against a nation, or even
a group of allied nations, but against
“Terror.” This means that any time we are

afraid of some country, or group within a country, we can legally
(according to us, though not the world) go and kill folks. Congress, both
Democrats and Republicans, remain largely silent. And even when
whispering objections, they have been spineless. They have given away
their Constitutional duty to the Executive branch.
Their second major responsibility is to defend our borders. This too

they have surrendered to the Executive branch. From the Coast Guard
to ICE to Border Patrol, to the Department of Homeland Security, the
defense of our borders is operated by the Executive with only cursory
oversight by the Congress. 
Don’t want a wall? Too bad. Object to separating families and ripping

babies from their mothers’ arms? What are you going to do about it?
Nothing much.  Set quotas for legal immigration? Sorry, the President
will do that by decree. 
Okay, they can hold some hearings but again they let a Constitutional

issue become a partisan political struggle—the Constitution itself be
damned.
The final chief duty and power of the Congress is the power of the

purse. They originate and pass spending bills. 
Spending does not originate in the Executive branch. The President

can recommend, sign or veto but not appropriate money. 
Right now, President Trump is taking away this last critical duty and

obligation of the Congress by declaring an emergency at the southern
border and taking money, already allocated to other purposes and
repurposing it to the Great Wall of Trump. 
Forget for a moment if you love or hate the wall. Forget whether you

love or hate Trump. The Constitutional Crisis is here because the
Congress is ceding its last remaining power to the Executive. 
If they no longer control the purse (and I’m not arguing that they

exercised their power particularly well) they have surrendered their rai-
son d’etre. They might as well just stay home and raise money to be
elected to do nothing.
Yes, it is a Constitutional Crisis when a tripartite form of government

loses one branch, and now we have only the Judiciary to save us from
presidential overreach. 
This is not about Trump. Every president wants more power. Every

president struggles with Congress and the media. But normally the
Congress fights back. Not now…or at least, not yet. 
Congress is depending on the Judiciary to save them from the conse-

quences of their own feckless disregard for their duties and our
Constitution. This is truly a crisis that has been years in the making. .

www.Dobrer.com   Follow me on Twitter@jondobrer
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2019

The Constitutional Crisis
is Now!

Fullerton
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978,
is staffed by local volunteers who cre-
ate, publish, and distribute the paper
throughout our community.  This ven-
ture is a not-for-profit one - revenues
are plowed back into maintaining and
improving our independent, non-parti-
san, non-sectarian community newspa-
per. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton
residents about the institutions and
other societal forces which most impact
their lives, so that they may be empow-
ered to participate in constructive ways
to keep and make these private and
public entities serve all residents in law-
ful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways. Through our extensive local cal-
endar and other coverage, we seek to
promote a sense of community and an
appreciation for the values of diversity
with which our country is so uniquely
blessed.
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Every president
wants more 
power. Every 
president 
struggles with
Congress and 
the media. 
But normally 
the Congress
fights back.

Water Meter Rates to Double
Your water meter rate will double in July based upon

the current proposal of the Water Rate Ad Hoc
Committee.
Over the years your city government fiddled while

the pipes feeding your water faucet deteriorated to the
point that now it must escalate funding to replace
infrastructure.  Half of the pipes and pumps feeding
your faucet are over 50 years old, with a water main
pipe breaking nearly every three days.  A broken pipe
leaves you without water and fire protection affecting
the health and safety of you and your family as well as
an inconveniencing you and your family during the
repair of the roads affected by the break. 
A toxic underground plume has already shut down

three Fullerton wells. New wells must be drilled or
existing wells must drill down further to reach potable
water.  
Is this an emergency?  Yes, according to Dr. Mark

Shapiro, member of the committee.  Yet the commit-
tee is taking it so seriously that they recommend
replacing between 6 and 9 miles of pipe every year at a
cost of nearly 15 million dollars a year.  However, since
50% of the 400 plus miles of pipe in the Fullerton
water system are over 50 years old, replacement at that
rate will never be adequately addressed. 
According to Dr. Shapiro, a bond to replace infra-

structure more quickly would have to be as high as
$850 million dollars.  A speed up of replacement
would interrupt traffic and the city is unprepared to
coordinate construction of this scale.
How do we communicate this dire need to the com-

munity?  That is the concern of Thad Sanford, chair-
man of the committee.  The proposed water rate must
be approved by our city council to begin this infra-
structure replacement.  You must pay more for the
water you use to fund this critical program.
Your bi-monthly water bill consists of a fixed charge

for the meter plus a pass-through charge for the gallons
of water you use.  Calculations of bills for several users
indicate increases ranging from 70% to nearly 185%
by the year 2024.  One resident will see his bi-month-
ly bill go from $50 to $138 even as he conserves water
use.
Interestingly, the more water you use, the increase of

your current bill may be lower because the rate for gal-
lons used will decrease.  Those households conserving
water may have increases closer to the 185%.  The new
water rate proposal for the pass-through rate drops
from $3.213 per thousand gallons for the first 7,500
gallons to $2 per thousand gallons for the first 12,200
gallons.  More gallons at a lower rate, which is contrary
to the obvious need to conserve water in the State of
California.
The committee will meet one more time to review

the final report before going to the City Council for
approval.  The date will be publicized on the city web-
site. Fritz von Collen Fullerton
ED: The consultant is scheduled to present the final

rate hike plan to the city council on April 2nd. 

A Water Loan Possibility
by Mark Shapiro

Fullerton Water Rate Ad Hoc Committee
The state operates a loan fund for drinking water

projects - the California State Drinking Water
Revolving Fund. This fund makes 20-year, fully amor-
tized loans at 1.9% interest for water infrastructure
projects. The highest priority for these loans is given to
projects that address critical health and safety issues.
So far three production wells here in Fullerton and

two in Anaheim have been abandoned because of the
toxic plume. Fullerton will need to drill two new,
deeper wells as a result. These would be good projects
to fund from the State Loan Fund. Likewise we need
to dispose of waste material that was dredged up from
the bottom of Laguna Lake. That also would be a good
fit for the loan fund. The total for these two projects
would be about $12 million.
There is stiff competition for the state loans, so there

is no guarantee they will come through. Currently, the
plan is to include these projects in the current rate
increase proposal, while at the same time applying for
the loans. If the loans are granted, then the proposed
rate increases for the subsequent years would be adjust-
ed. There would still be increases in the out years, but
they would not be as large.
The advantage of using the loan fund is that the

interest rate is lower than the inflation rate so these
projects end up being paid for gradually at less than
their actual costs.



Hills, I beg that no more hous-
es be built, especially on this
amazing land that we so dearly
cherish. If you are one of the
many citizens supporting this
same conclusion in the long
battle over land, I beg you to
write to some important people
or organizations that are taking
the wrong approach on what to do with
our land.
One of the main reasons why no one

should build more houses, is because
homes in neighborhoods surrounding

Coyote Hills, like mine,
have proven to be on, or
near faults. Why build hun-
dreds of more homes, when
our current homes are being
shaken?
A few years ago certain

parts of Orange County and
the surrounding areas

(including the City of Fullerton), were
shaken with a huge earthquake, with
roughly 200 aftershocks following it. 
This land is unsafe to build on and the

proposal of more homes will just bring

more chaos including overpopulation,
water supply issues, traffic, and not
enough schools!
Please follow me in the journey to save

Coyote Hills. Some of the main things
that would help our community would be
for all the youth possible to write a letter
addressing this urgent situation. 
If I, a seventh grader can do it, then

anyone can!

For more information, including sug-
gestions on who to write to, please visit
the website www.savecoyotehills.org

by Nathan Wayne Guerrero

I live directly off the beautiful nature
reserve of Coyote Hills. Over the past
recent years I have observed the games
played by Chevron and the City of
Fullerton regarding the effort of the pub-
lic to save open space.
The open space in Coyote hills is a very

rare thing, being one of the very few open
spaces left in Orange County and the sur-
rounding area. We must work hard to
protect it and not let people who just
want to make money take it away.
Recently, on Monday February 25, I

attended a Friends of Coyote Hills meet-
ing at the Fullerton Public Library. About
150 people attended the event. Out of the
many statistics provided during that meet-
ing, I learned that the average number of
people per square mile of open space in
our city is roughly 210! (Though within 7
miles of West Coyote  Hills there is only 1
acre per 256 people while the National
Recreation and Parks Association standard
for parkland is 1 acre per 100 people).
South Orange County areas are not as
densely populated, and have only 6 people
per acre.
As one of the many citizens in Fullerton

supporting  saving open space in Coyote

COYOTE HILLS or
CONCRETE HILLS?
A View from the 
Next Generation
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If I, 
a seventh 
grader 

can do it, 
then 

anyone can!

Check Out 
The Observer’s 
New Website!

Visit www.fullertonobserver.com to
check out the Fullerton Observer’s
new website created for the paper

by our newest staffmember 
Mehul Desai.

Why Young People are for 
the Green New Deal

As the US and the rest of the world suffers from the devastat-
ing consequences of climate change, I fear that I have no future.
I'm 19 and my future is being decided by those who will not suf-
fer the consequences of their actions. I WILL. The young people
are no longer asking, we are telling our representatives and sena-
tors in office that we need to support the Green New Deal. We
need a solution that will create millions of green jobs for
Americans and save our planet from impending doom. The
Green New Deal will promote equity for vulnerable populations
and secure a sustainable environment for future generations. We
only have 12 years to make this change. Will you step up or step
aside?            -Damar Garcia Whittier

An Inappropriate Question
A friend was assaulted Friday night around 8pm in the 200

block of north Malden Avenue (in the middle of the block on the
west side, at the alley way). She was walking to her home after
dinner at the Cellar restaurant. (As she was being attacked and
was screaming, the men who gathered out in front of the coffee
shop across the street went inside.)
After calling the police, she called me, and I went to provide

support. I had walked home from the same dinner without inci-
dent. Four officers arrived where she and I  waited by the bright-
ly lit smoke shop.
What upsets me most about the incident is a question to me

from one of the officers. “How do you two know each other,” he
said. At the time, I did not react; this was my friend’s trauma I
was dealing with.  Now I realize that question was highly inap-
propriate, especially as part of a report of this particular crime.
Furthermore, it suggests a highly inappropriate attitude on the
part of the officer.
My friend and I are quite different in appearance. I am twice

her age, white haired, light skinned. She is dark skinned, long
black hair.
I have twice before tried to assist women who called FPD for

assistance when attacked and  were themselves arrested instead of
the aggressor.   And a former client told me she moved out of
Fullerton because of police attitudes towards her being harassed
by her ex-husband. Considering my practice is minimal and my
acquaintanceship small, I can only imagine how many more
women suffer from Fullerton police’s inability to respect women
and determine primary aggressors, despite policy.
Is there not a variation of the Harvard Implicit Bias Test that

could assist our police officers?
I remain with a significant loss of respect for FPD as a result of

that officer’s inane, if not suggestive, question.
Judith Kaluzny Fullerton

Standing room only at the Friends of Coyote Hills presentation in the Osborne Auditorium at the Fullerton Public Library.

Lemon Street Murals 
Additional Info

In response to “Hope for the Lemon Bridge Murals?”
Mid-Feb Fullerton Observer page 4

The Public Art Committee is delighted to see renewed
interest in the Lemon Park murals. We are disappointed,
however, that the reporter covering the “mini history of the
murals” did not consult any city museum staff or member
of the committee. The article contains several errors, includ-
ing the closing line that states “Nothing was done.”
The following are some details and information on the

history of the Lemon Park Murals. In 2011, the Public Art
Committee contracted May Conservation to conduct an
extensive restoration of the Emigdio Vasquez “Ninos del
Mundo” at a cost of $11,450. In addition, a cultural/histor-
ical survey of the entire suite of murals was conducted, and
an extensive conservator’s report for the entire site was sub-
mitted. In response to these two reports and a series of com-
munity meetings held in May and June of 2011 at the
Maple Community Center, a five year plan was adopted and
approved for conservation of the individual murals, com-
mencing with “Ninos del Mundo.” 
At that time, Public Art was funded by the City

Redevelopment Agency, which was subsequently dissolved
in 2012 by the State of California. The discontinuation of
funding prevented the committee from proceeding with the
planned restorations.
Since the initial restoration of “Ninos del Mundo,” the

mural has incurred weathering, water damage and vandal-
ism causing damage to the mural’s substrate. In addition,
one “rogue” repainting of one of the murals further compli-
cates the outlook for any serious conservation effort. 
It is indeed time for a thoughtful look at the future of

these murals. The Public Art Committee looks forward to
being a part of this important community discussion and
any future reporting on Fullerton’s Public Art collection. 
If there is any further discussion or clarification needed,

please feel free to contact the museum staff or me.
Janet Bucan Chair of Public Art
Fullerton Museum Center Trustee

ED:Wow! Sorry about that I thought the committee had
been disbanded years ago. We certainly want to do a story
on what you have been doing. The Lemon Park mural,
painted by the legendary late Emigdio Vasquez is a separate
issue from the Lemon Bridge murals which have been
allowed to waste away. Thank you for the additional infor-
mation about why the 5-year plan was never implemented
for the Bridge murals. Perhaps they could be repainted by
kids since they were originally painted by kids. Maybe some
of those original kids (now adults) could help. 

At the February 19 Fullerton City
Council meeting, Samantha,  a young
woman who is currently homeless and liv-
ing in her van, said she wishes social serv-
ice providers were more available to pro-
vide face-to-face help in the evening
hours, as she works during the day. She
said she has a bachelors degree: “I’m just a
poor homeless lady with bad credit due to
school bills and not enough income to live
happy—just survive.” She read a poem
she wrote about being homeless:

I had a dream that I was warm in bed.
I had a dream I had a roof 

over my head.
I had a dream my belly was full.

I had a dream I had a bathroom to use.
I had a dream that I was nice and dry.

I had a dream of a life where I didn’t cry.
I had a dream my church 

loved me for me.
I had a dream of a time 
I actually smelled clean.

I used to live the dreams I dream,
But that’s all they are now, 

just fallacies. 
And as the days go by, 
the stresses increase.

Now not even in my dreams 
can I escape my reality.

And as I lay myself down to sleep,
A homeless nightmare begins to creep.

Homeless Dreams
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Manny Bass, a longtime volunteer with the Fullerton Observer and other organizations
around town died peacefully in his sleep on January 10. A memorial service is anticipated

by the family in June of 2019. (See page 18 of the Mid February Observer for more
details.) Below are some more messages that came in after people heard about his death.

Remembrances of Manny Bass

Above: Manny (at far right) with the Observer’s all-PhD labeling crew 
headed by Roy & Irene Kobayashi (seated on left) founding members of the paper, 

and Leslie Allen and Marjorie Kerr, longtime volunteers. 

Remembering Manny, Coyote Hills & Observer
Back when we collected signatures to put Measure W on the ballot to save Coyote

Hills open space, I would stand near one of the doors to Ralph’s Market and Manny
would be in the parking lot standing behind his pickup with the tailgate down. All
three clip boards with petitions would be lined up and he would call people over to
sign. I collected 3,000 signatures, but he beat me with his unique style.
Later, I was walking the hills above downtown knocking on doors only to have him

greet me at his magnificent home. I never dreamed that guy with a pickup, wearing
working man’s clothes, would own such a fine dwelling. I’m sure there was a look of
surprise on my face when he greeted me. And then there were the many intelligent arti-
cles he wrote for the Observer that I always enjoyed. -Denny Bean

(Manny was a retired Chevron geologist)

Tribute to Manny
Serendipity gave me a great gift several

years ago when I made the acquaintance
of a gentleman named Manny Bass. I had
recently started volunteering with the
Fullerton Observer distribution team, of
which he was a member.
I soon learned what it is like to know a

human encyclopedia!
We discovered that we both loved the

Will Shortz on-air puzzles on the NPR
Weekend Edition show. Each Sunday a lis-
tener-supplied puzzle is dangled before
the audience, with a Thursday deadline
for submitting answers.
Manny and I started working the puz-

zles out together. Lots of phone calls flew
back and forth, consulting memories,
questioning clues, hinting at answers to
prod one another forward. We each had
our fortes: if it was a contemporary
knowledge question, I would usually get

that one (Manny refused to have internet
access or cable TV!). But if it was a math
puzzle, a science puzzle, a history puzzle,
etc. Manny would slam-dunk it!
The best part of this process for me was

when a puzzle would lure Manny into one
of his favorite specialties - etymology. I’d
ask about a word, and he would instantly
recite its meaning and roots and often that
would lead him to similar words and
bring to mind something seemingly off-
track, like a treatise on the Persian Empire
and how the leadership of Alexander the
Great (if I remember correctly) was so
enlightened because he let the conquered
folks keep their own Gods as long as they
paid their taxes!
A conversation with Manny drifted to

all sorts of wild and wonderful places.
What a treasure of friendship that maven
gave me! 

-Leslie Allen

Elizabeth “Betsy” Lynne Smith (née Brown)
Mrs. Elizabeth “Betsy” Lynne Smith

(née Brown), of Fullerton, CA, passed
away on February 23, 2019 at the age of
83.
Betsy was born to parents

Fred and Helen in
Plainfield, New Jersey. She
grew up with her younger
sister, Judith. 
Betsy was married to

Norman Smith for 57 years
and together they had five
children. 
She dedicated herself to

the service of others
whether it be friends,
neighbors, the infirmed, or
anyone in need. She volun-
teered for Meal on Wheels and numerous
other causes through her church, First
Presbyterian Church of Fullerton, where
she attended for over 45 years. 

Betsy will be remembered for her deep
love of family and friends, her selflessness
and giving spirit, generosity, kindness,
and compassion for others.   

Betsy is survived by her
children, Jeffrey (Kristina),
Julie (Dwayne), Adam
(Anna), and Carey; and six
grandchildren; and, her sis-
ter, Judith Eason. She is
preceded in death by her
husband, Norman Smith;
her daughter, Alison; and
parents, Fred and Helen
Brown.
The family is grateful for

condolences, but respect-
fully declines flowers.

Donations may be made on Betsy’s
behalf to the Women’s Transitional
Living Center, Meals on Wheels, or
Habitat for Humanity.

Heather Penny Laine Lorati, of
Fullerton, was born on February 14,
1995 in Anaheim, California, to
Linda Kinville and Rudy D. Lorati.
She passed away at age 23 on
February 11, 2019 in California. 
Heather is survived by her brother,

Alexander Lorati; sisters, Elizabeth
Gleason and Abigail Peterkin; step-
brother, Justin Shahwan; grandmoth-
er, Irene Price; grandfather, Jim Price;
aunts, April Lorati, Gina Johal,
Roxanne Goldsberry and Hailey
Lorati; uncles, Derek Lorati, Karn
Johal, and Larry Goldsberry; niece,
Liv Mia Gleason; and nephews,
Jonathon Gleason, Jude Lorati,
Wiley Lorati, and Luke Lorati. 

Heather Laine Lorati

Heather enjoyed art sketching. Taking
everything good that life has to offer
Heather traveled and was adored by many.
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The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To par-
ticipate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide valid
licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable for our
family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10 for 50 words or less per issue.
Payment is by check only.   
The Observer assumes no liability for ads placed here. However, if you have a
complaint or compliment about a service,  please let us know at (714) 525-
6402.  Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to inquire about business licenses. 
For contractor license verification go to the California State Contractor
License Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov.       

ANSWER KEY
to the puzzle 
on page 7: 

“I’M SOMETHING”

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2018LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS 
Call (714) 525-6402

HOME REPAIR

LICENSED HOME SERVICES
Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Fences, Gates, Patio Covers 

CSLB #744432.  

CITY JOB OPENINGS
(updated February 12, 2019)

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on the
“Apply” link or visit Fullerton City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
•Hazardous Materials Specialist
Full Time $4,785-$6,900/monthly
•Water Production Operator
Full Time $4,290-$5,475/monthly
•Fire Department Utility Worker
$11-$12/hr/no benefits/at will
•Police Officer Trainee
$5,926-$6,599/monthly Full Time.
•Police Officer (Lateral) 
$5,926-$7,564/mo. Full Time. Must be  
currently employed as a police officer.

PUZZLE MASTER

Valerie Brickey 
grew up in Fullerton.
She and her husband
are raising their 

family here. She has
been contributing 

puzzles to the Fullerton
Observer since 2014.

EARLY CANCER DETECTION
An important benefit of regular den-

tal checkups is the potential to save
lives by detecting oral cancer early.
Each year in the United States about
49,700 new cases of oral cancer are
diagnosed, accounting for around 3%
of all cancer diagnoses. If cancer has
not spread to surrounding tissues, the
5-year survival rates for oral cancer of
the lips, tongue, and floor of the
mouth range from 75% to 93%.
These percentages decline if the cancer
has spread. Early signs of oral cancer
include a white/red patch in the
mouth, a sore or ulcer that does not
heal or bleeds, tenderness/pain/lumps
anywhere in the mouth or on the lips,
and other symptoms that the hygienist

and dentist are trained to detect.
Factors that increase the risk of

developing oral cancer include age (the
average diagnosis is at 62 years old);
tobacco and alcohol use; sun exposure
that burns the lips; and gender (men
are more than twice as likely to devel-
op oral cancer as women).
As part of your healthcare team, we

are concerned about all aspects of your
health. If a medical condition comes
to our attention during a dental exam,
you can be sure we will discuss the
issues with you as well as any other
healthcare provider, if you choose. 
For gentle dental care for the family,

please call us for an appointment.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092

www.paulnelsondental.com

EMPLOYMENT

WANT TO BUY

Wanted: OLDER ENGINEERING
& TECHNICAL BOOKS

Engineering, physics, mathematics, elec-
tronics, aeronautics, welding, woodwork-
ing, HVAC, metalworkingm and other
types of technical books purchased. Large
Collections (25+ books) Preferred. Please

call Deborah (714) 528-8297

FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOB OPENINGS

•Bus Driver Training Classes
Unpaid training 

•Bus Driver $19.945 - $25.55/hour
•Bus Driver Trainer
$4,014 - $5,134/mo

WANT TO RENT

WANT TO RENT 3-BED HOUSE
Family looking to rent a 3-bedroom

house in Fullerton 
that accepts H.U.D.
Please call Lara
at (714) 718-4984

SERVICES OFFERED

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Reliable and dependable caregiver with

medical experience available. Will come
to your home and care for elderly.
Available days, nights, and weekends at
reasonable rates. Also excellent house
cleaning. Please call Marcie at 714-853-
2031 or 562-449-7699

FOR SALE

VARIOUS ITEMS
Green Sofa Beds, Large Micro-Oven,
bakes & broils, Large & Medium sized

Oriental Rugs (714) 447-4037

Facing jail time if convicted
of off-duty assault charges, both
former Fullerton Police Chief
David Hendricks and former
Captain Thomas Oliveras
pleaded guilty to misdemeanor
disturbing the peace charges in
OC Superior Court on
February 25. 

Former Police Chief & Captain Plead Guilty
At Left:
David

Hendricks

At Right:
Thomas
Oliveras

Hendricks faced up to three years and
Oliveras faced up to two years in county
jail on charges of battery, resisting arrest,
and obstructing and delaying an investiga-
tion stemming from an incident during a
concert at the FivePoint Amphitheatre in
Irvine on August 24, 2018. 
Following the incident, both were put

on paid leave by the city. Hendricks
retired from the FPD on November 2,
2018 and Oliveras retired in December.
Original charges filed by the OC

District Attorney followed an investiga-
tion by the Irvine Police Department and
alleged the two had assaulted paramedics
who were trying to treat Hendricks’ wife,
who had fallen at the concert. 
Among charges Hendricks was accused

of pushing emergency workers and

Oliveras was accused of putting one EMT
in a headlock. In the plea deals, which
reduced charges to one misdemeanor
charge of disturbing the peace, each
agreed to pay $500 to the Victim Witness
Emergency Fund.

Police Post Video 
In order to tell the story from an offi-

cer’s point of view, the Fullerton Police
Department posted a link to officer body-
cam footage of the Feb 11 in-custody
death of a man suffering from mental ill-
ness. The incident is being investigated by
both the FPD and the OCDA. Cell
phone video of the incident had previous-
ly been released online by an on-looker.
Warning: The video is graphic.
https://youtu.be/s0bjv9-O9P4 
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The 45th Morrison Scholastic Chess
tournament, organized by Dewain Barber
and co-sponsored by the Fullerton Host
Lions Club for the ninth year, took place
on February 9 at the Ladera Vista Jr. High
School gym.  
This is a great opportunity for all chess

players in Orange County and vicinity to
get their tournament chops while having a
fun time competing (unless you lost too
many games!).
This was one of the most successful

years in the storied history of this tourna-
ment. 
Slightly over 200 students participated

(the largest number ever!) with 125 in the
non-rated, free tournament, and another
80 in a concurrent rated tournament, run
by Joe Hanley.  

Brothers Rule at Annual Lions Club
City Chess Tournament by Pete Baron

Above: Brothers Kash and Kai Thakur
were 1st Place champions of their 2nd

grade and 4th grade sections, respectively.

Above: Brothers Cash and Colt Coffman,
won 3rd and 2nd place trophies in their
fifth and third grade sections, respectively. 

FIRST GRADERS: Kids in the First Grade section of the tournament in action.

Twenty-three students from Fullerton
participated in the non-rated event, which
included nine students from Raymond.
This even though grades 9 or over were
moved to the rated section. 
There were several tournaments for

each of the grades in the non-rated sec-
tion. Congratulations to all Fullerton stu-
dents participating in the tournament and
to those winning trophies including: 

1ST PLACE:
Aaron Yen/1st grade, Acacia 
Kensie Lim/1st grade, Laguna Road 
Kash Thakur/2nd grade, Raymond 
Kai Thakur/4th grade, Raymond

2ND PLACE:
Colt Coffman/3rd grade, Rolling Hills 
Wesley Truong/8th grade, Parks

The Orange County Board of
Supervisors, at its February 26 meeting
passed the Voters’ Choice Act for OC.
The action was recommended by OC
Registrar of Voters Neal Kelley.  It will be
partially implemented by primary 2020
and fully implemented by the general
election time in November of 2020.

VOTERS’ CHOICE ACT FOR OC PASSES
The California Voter’s Choice Act,

passed in 2016, expands voter options on
how, when and where ballots are cast
making voting more accessible for more
people. 
Among improvements being made,

cities must open a vote center 10 days
prior to Election Day for every 30,000
registered voters. For every 15,000 perma-
nent vote-by-mail voters, there must be
one ballot-drop-off box location open 29
days before Election Day. Additionally,
Californians will be able to register and
vote the same day. Increased security and
lower overall costs are also benefits.
OC failed to adopt the Voter’s Choice

Act in 2018. One of the impacts of that
decision was that Fullerton was unable to
consider the option of holding a special
mail-in election to select a replacement
councilmember for a recently vacated
council seat. Even though that option will
now be open, residents may wish to make
the option mandatory for Fullerton.

3RD PLACE:
Coyden Yi/1st grade, Sunset
Anakin Kahl/1st grade, Valencia
Jack Kelly/4th grade, Acacia
Cash Coffman/5th grade, Rolling Hills

In additional good news, the Fullerton
Host Lions Club was recognized as one of
the top 15 (out of 500) small clubs for
producing club projects in California. 
The honors took place at a celebration

in Sacramento of the 100th anniversary of
Lions Clubs in California.  
The qualifying project was the 14th

Annual Fullerton City Chess
Championship, with a record number of
60 participants (as reported by the
Fullerton Observer).  According to our rep-
resentative, past District Governor Matt
Hunyadi, we came very close to being
named the state winner!
Also join the Lions Club for a March 21

presentation of the Troy High Science
Olympiad Team and adviser Kurt Wahl. 


