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Water Rate
Increase
by Jane Rands
Fullerton’s water rates are likely to
change significantly on July 1, 2019.
How significant the changes will be
for your home or business depends on
the size of the water meter connected
to your home or business and how
much water you use.
According to calculations provided
by Stantec Consultant Mark
Hildebrand at the final meeting of the
Water Rate Study Ad Hoc Committee
on March 11, a single-family home
with a five-eighths inch meter and
average water usage will see no
change, while a single-family home
with a one-inch meter and low water
usage may see as much as a 60%
increase in the water portion of their
city utility bill.
The variable impact to different
water customers is mostly due to the
proposed water meter charge increases
that result from two important
changes.
Residents are meeting at the mobile home park’s clubhouse to discuss their options. PHOTO JESSE LA TOUR
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Senior Homeowners Face Drastic Rent Increases
at Rancho La Paz Mobile Home Park by Jesse La Tour
The 387 residents of Rancho La Paz Paz said, “We have people so frightened
mobile home park in Fullerton and they are talking about suicide.”
Anaheim received word on February 28th
Most of the mobile home owners are over
that the property had been sold, and the 70 years old. Some are still paying a mortnew owners were increasing lot
gage on their mobile homes,
rents by $300 or more per month
Though they and the lot increase puts their
-a 44% increase.
living expenses above what
own their
According to a resident, with
they can afford on Social
the increase the fee to rent the lot mobile homes, Security. Residents are also
beneath their homes will cost residents pay a still responsible for their own
park residents from $1,000 to
monthly rent utilities.
over $1,500 per month -dependAccording to the notice
on their
ing on whether they live on the
residents received, if they call
lot space.
Anaheim or newer Fullerton side
a Mr. Michael Cirillo of Star
of the mobilehome park.
Management (the property
“Since this is a senior park and most of management company) there may be some
the seniors here live on fixed incomes, this assistance of up to $200 for those who can’t
is a travesty,” one resident of Rancho La afford the increase and who qualify.

“However calls to that number have not
been answered and many residents are
panicking,” said one younger resident
who lives at the park and has been trying
to find help for her elderly neighbors.
The Observer also tried to contact Mr.
Cirillo and Star Management, and his various other companies (including one that
buys up mobile home parks across several
states, and another which purchases and
resells mobile homes). Observer attempts
to contact Cirillo by both phone and email, have received no response to date.
However, Mr. Cirillo did respond to
questions from City of Fullerton Housing
and Neighborhood Services Manager
Rebecca Leifkes.
Continued on page 3

FIRST GIRL TROOP IN TOWN
At the beginning of 2019, the Boy Scouts of
America began a new chapter in their history,
allowing girls to join in the program now called
“Scouts BSA.” A girl troop can now form with at
least ten members, and they can work on all the
requirements that boy troops do to earn the rank
of Eagle Scout.
Troop 793, the first all-girl troop in Fullerton,
had their inaugural meeting on March 5, at the
Kiwanis Youth Park, where Scoutmaster
Catherine Carter helped the scouts choose their
first Senior Patrol Leader and other troop positions.
The Crow Chapter from the Order of the
Arrow stopped by to welcome the new troop. JK
Oldenburg, and Chapter Adviser, Bob Muleady
gave a presentation on the Order of the Crow
community service events.
“It was a historic night and the girls all seemed
eager to start their scouting careers. We wish
Troop 793 all the success in the world as they
venture out into the realm of Scouting, and we
congratulate and encourage all the new participants on their quest to Eagle Scout!” Crow
Chapter Advisor Bob Muleady said.

New Troop 793 with Scoutmaster Catherine Carter and some of the
Order of the Crow officials who came by to welcome them. - PHOTO RODNEY UENO
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Newly-Released Report
Reveals Homeless
Population Increase in
North Orange County
by Jesse La Tour

A recently-released 2018 census of the homeless
population in North Orange County reveals a startling 1,837 people, with 80% of them (1,474 people)
unsheltered—a higher unsheltered percentage than
Los Angeles County. This represents a 60 percent
increase since the last count done in 2017.
The Census was organized by local nonprofit
CityNet and funded by the North Orange County
Public Safety Task force, a taxpayer-funded group of
representatives from 10 Orange County cities and 40
non-profit organizations created by the state legislature in 2017. $20 million in funding for the Task
Force is spread over four years through 2021 and
divided among cities and community organizations
that apply. 60% of the funding is mandated to
address violence prevention. Observer requests for a
list of groups winning 2018/19 funding has not been
answered to date.
The 2018 Census was organized by CityNet from
March 26 through April 11, 2018. All of North
Orange County, even residential areas where homeless individuals are rarely seen, were mapped and covered twice by teams. Each person was interviewed.
Those not wishing to answer survey questions were
simply counted with surveyors estimating their ages
and genders. Duplicates were removed after completion of the census. Although the 2018 census was
made possible by public funds, its results were not
released to the public until journalists at KPCC got
the report through a public records request.
The cities included in the census were Anaheim,
Brea, Buena Park, Cypress, Fullerton, La Habra, La
Palma, Los Alamitos, Orange, Placentia, Stanton,
Villa Park, and Yorba Linda.
The fact that the census was not released to the
public (who paid for it) raises questions, especially as
the county of Orange is currently involved in a major
federal lawsuit about the lack of shelter beds, and an
accurate number is important to determine how
many shelter beds are necessary. The number of beds
decided on in the settlement was based on the 2017
Point-in-Time count which underestimated the number of homeless individuals according to figures from
the newly released 2018 Homeless Census.
According to the KPCC report, “public officials
involved with the latest homeless census said they did
share the data with U.S. District Court Judge David
Carter, who oversees the lawsuits over shelter space.”
The census included a survey which determined
important data about North Orange County’s homeless population.

Overall Population
The total count was 1,837 (1,474 unsheltered, 233
adult sheltered, 130 family sheltered). 123 were children, according to the report. This shows an increase
since the 2017 estimate, with the largest homeless
populations being in Anaheim and Fullerton.
[See the chart at upper right for a breakdown of the
homeless population by city. Notice Fullerton has a
total of 352 homeless people, with 233 unsheltered.]

Compounding Factors of
Homelessness
Some of the common barriers to securing housing
among the region’s homeless population include:
•41% have a mental health concern (compared to
22% reported in the U.S. population as a whole)
•46% have a permanent disability (compared to
18% reported in the U.S. population as a whole)
•37% struggle with addiction. (compared to 8%
reported in the U.S. population as a whole)

Typical Homeless Individual
•The typical unsheltered or adult-sheltered homeless individual in North Orange County is a man
aged 40-59 who identifies as “White” (representing
71.6% of unsheltered homeless and 73.6% of sheltered homeless individuals).

NORTH ORANGE COUNTY
CITY
TOTAL POPULATION
Anaheim
357,084
Fullerton
142,457
Orange
140,094
Buena Park
83,884
Stanton
38,305
Placentia
51,932
La Habra
62,064
Brea
43,710
Cypress
49,743
Los Alamitos
11,449
La Palma
15,568
Yorba Linda
67,637
Total
North OC

TOTAL HOMELESS
857
352
169
98
64
59
45
24
18
12
11
5

1,063,927

COMPARISON
OF INCREASE
BY CITY

MID MARCH

1,714

HOMELESS
UNSHELTERED
728
233
157
98
55
59
45
24
18
12
11
5

SHELTERED
147
119
12
0
9
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1,445

287

2018 Homeless Census Unsheltered Individuals Counted
2017 Point-in-Time Count
728

ANAHEIM
223

FULLERTON
157

ORANGE

STANTON

55

PLACENTIA

59
24

LOS ALAMITOS
LA PALMA
0

The 2017 federally-mandated Point-in-Time count in
Orange County used a sample size and census data to
estimate the number of people experiencing homelessness
in each city.
The 2018 census, which physically counted homeless
people in north OC and was not available publically until
now, found a larger population in most cities (though
fewer were found in La Habra, Cypress, Yorba Linda and
Villa Park).

98

BUENA PARK

BREA

2019

200

•Veterans are represented among the region’s unsheltered
homeless population at 9% and the sheltered population at
14%. (Only 3.8% of all residents in Orange County have
served in the military according to the 2016 U.S. Census
Bureau.)
•Overall, 50% of homeless individuals are white, 28.6%
are Latino, 9.1% are black, 2% are Asian, 1% are
American Indian, 1% are Pacific Islander, and the remainder are multi-racial/multi-ethnic.
•Families, adults with children, make up under 10% of
the homeless population. Women represent 70.3% of
those sheltered in family shelters. 49% are Hispanic, 27%
are white, 14% are black, and 10% are multi-racial or
other. The typical family-sheltered adult is a woman aged
20 to 39. 123 children were reported (29 of those were
unsheltered).
•54% of women surveyed have suffered domestic violence (a rate much higher than the 37% reported among
all women in the U.S.).
•44% of all respondents have been homeless for 1 to 2
years; 27% for 3 to 5 years; and 29% for 6 to 21 years.
•63% of those surveyed receive no income. Of those
with income, 78% make $1,000 per month or less.
•English is the primary language of 91.5% of the home-

The survey asked both unsheltered and sheltered individuals for their last permanent residence before becoming homeless: 29.8%/24%-Anaheim; 9.8% /16.3%Fullerton; 5.2%7%-Orange; 4.4%/7%-Buena Park;
3.7%/3.1%-La Habra; 2.3%/0%-Stanton; 2.1%/0%Placentia; 1.3%/3.1%-Cypress; 0.9%/1.6%-Yorba Linda;
0.6%/1.6%-Brea; 0.2%/0%-La Palma and Los Alamitos;
and 39.7%/36.5% said their last residence was outside
North OC or outside Orange County.
Source: North Orange County Public Safety Task Force

400

600

less population; 7.9% Spanish; 0.2% Vietnamese; and
0.4% speaking Hebrew, Italian, Laotian, Tagalog, and
American Sign Language.
•1 in 4 respondents (25%) were previously staying in the
Flood Control Channel (the Santa Ana Riverbed).

January 2019 Point-in-Time
A new Point-In-Time homeless count of all of Orange
County was conducted in January 2019 but the data isn’t
expected to be released until April. Hopefully, we will not
have to wait a year, as was the case with the 2018 census.
To read the full report, as well as the excellent original
reporting by Jill Replogle of KPCC, visit
https://laist.com/2019/03/06/homeless_north_orange_county_survey.php
Clearly, there is great need among our region’s homeless
population. On the positive side, local leaders have plans
for shelters in Buena Park and Placentia, with 100 beds
each. There are also plans for a permanent, 600-bed shelter in Anaheim in 2021 - replacing two recently opened
temporary shelters.
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Friends Rally
to Save
Coyote Hills
A large crowd of local residents gathered
outside Fullerton City Hall for a rally to
save Coyote Hills on Tuesday, March 5 at
5:30pm, just prior to the night’s city
council meeting.
The rally was organized by the Friends
of Coyote Hills in response to the recent
State Supreme Court decision not to hear
the Friends’ appeal, which basically allows
the city’s development agreement with
Chevron to go forward—760 houses and
a shopping center.
Despite this setback, the Friends and
their supporters remain hopeful that the
Friends of Coyote Hills and supporters gathered outside City Hall to urge council to save all 510 acres. PHOTO CHRISTINE ROMER
city will continue to raise funds for the
full purchase of West Coyote Hills. Thus
Jose Trinidad Castaneda said that if the the community can finally benefit from
Vena listed numerous benefits of not
far, $30 million has been raised to pur- developing West Coyote Hills, such as city wants to add new housing, it should the Robert Ward Nature Preserve.”
chase two large parcels of land.
After public comments, City Manager
protection of wildlife including the be transit-oriented, near job centers and
The rally drew people of all ages and rare/endangered species, migratory birds, transportation centers, not in the last Domer said he will be meeting with
backgrounds (and even one dog) who car- and rare plants. Not paving the land will remaining open space of Coyote Hills.
Chevron next week to talk about purchasried signs as cars drove by along
Rob Hallstrom urged people to look at ing neighborhoods 1 and 3, as funds have
allow rainwater to be
Commonwealth, to urge the
absorbed into the ground a Google map aerial view, to see the need been secured for that purpose (about $30
city and its residents to continand prevent polluted runoff for open space amidst our densely popu- million), and the city has already acquired
“I’d like to see to the ocean.
ue the effort to save all 510
neighborhood 2.
lated area.
acres of West Coyote Hills.
them [Chevron]
Mayor Silva and Mayor Protem
Several members of the group Open
Nancy Estes, a 50-year
As the city council meeting
Fitzgerald
were the only two council
Coyote
Hills
[which
has
worked
with
resident
of
Fullerton,
said
give us a little
began at 6:30, some of the
to
respond directly to the puband
the
city
for
20
years
favoring
along
with
at
least
60%
members
Chevron
“I,
more time to
attendees of the rally entered
of the people in Fullerton some development] spoke in favor of the lic’s comments and the rally, and their
generate more [those who voted no on court’s denial to review the case and noted comments were somewhat contradictory.
the city hall and spoke in favor
of saving Coyote Hills.
funds for
Mayor Protem Fitzgerald expressed
Measure W], support keep- the benefits Chevron would provide to
“The courts are done, but
excitement
at the possibility of Chevron
the
city
as
part
of
it’s
development
agreeing
Coyote
Hills
100%
a
purchasing
that doesn’t mean that the city
providing
their
agreed-upon amenities,
ment.
Some
seemed
unaware
that
the
city
wildlife
preserve
for
this
more of the
can’t still continue moving forcommunity to enjoy as well owns the 94-acre Robert Ward Preserve and she blamed the Friends for making it
property.”
ward towards purchasing as
difficult to raise funds.
as the surrounding commu- and included that in the “benefits.”
much as possible,” Jane Rands
Mayor Silva said, on the contrary, that it
“With
the
recent
State
Supreme
Court
nities…It’s
desperately
said, “We’ve made a lot of --Mayor Jesus Silva needed. We don’t need ruling, I am thrilled to know that over was precisely because of the Friends of
progress over the last year, raisanother 760 homes and all 200 acres of open space will indeed be Coyote Hills’ lawsuit that the city and
ing over $30 million with the
the traffic and everything preserved, including the Robert E. Ward state legislators had time to raise money.
partnership of city, elected officials, that implies.”
“The litigation allowed us the time to
Preserve,” Debra Pember, owner of
Friends of Coyote Hills, and the commuAlexa, a student at Sunny Hills High Developer’s Edge and member of the get that $15 million from the state and
nity.”
the $4.8 from the bond fund. If not for
School, urged council to think about Building Industry Association, said.
“We are committed to raising the funds future generations: “Sometimes you can’t
“It’s about time we open Coyote Hills,” that time frame, we would have only $9
needed to purchase all of the land,” said get things back, like when trees are cut said Bob Hayden of Open Coyote Hills, million to purchase land,” Silva said, “I’d
Diane Vena, “We wish to work with you, down and forests are dying and parks are “It’s about time we move forward and not like to see them [Chevron] give us a little
the council, and Chevron to save it all. being built over, sometimes you can’t get backwards, that we put our differences more time to generate more funds for purThe winners will be everyone.”
aside and find a way to work together so chasing more of the property.”
it back.”

RANCHO LA PAZ continued from frontpage
Cirillo told the city he’d sent materials
about the rent subsidy program to residents who requested it, though a resident
we spoke with said she and her neighbors
have not received the application to date.
The application document, which City
Housing Manager Leifkes forwarded to
the Observer, states that “up to 12% of the
total park residents” (46) “may receive the
subsidy if they return the completed
application within 30 days prior to the
rent increase.”
Stated in the 11-page application “eligible residents are those who have lived at
the park for at least five years.” Applicants
are required to disclose enormous
amounts of personal information including three years of income tax returns or
four years of bank statements, IRA/pension plan, all bank account numbers,
health status, life insurance, food stamp
status, information on their mobile home
and any loans, prior addresses, employment history with name and phone number of supervisors, an itemized list of the
value of all personal assets including jewelry, furniture, vehicles and more, and
personal data on all relatives including
their names, ages, addresses, phone numbers, and employers.
One resident who did receive the application said he wasn’t okay with disclosing
all of that personal information, and
added that the subsidy, if approved, was

tion of the ability of the current residents
to pay those increased rents. Mobile
homes, once thought to be a portion of
for only one year.
In desperation, one resident contacted the housing stock considered as affordlocal elected officials of both cities, and able, are now becoming out of reach to
reached out to the California Mobile many people in the same way as apartHome Assistance Center, and Orange ments and for sale properties,” a representative of OC Fair Housing
County Fair Housing, among
stated.
other agencies. So far only
Applicants are
Both Fullerton and
Anaheim Councilmember J.
required to
Anaheim contract with the
Moreno
and
Fullerton
disclose personal Fair Housing Foundation
Councilmember
Ahmad
information
in Long Beach for matters
Zahra have returned the resiconcerning fair housing.
dent’s call for help and said
including bank
they would look into it.
account numbers, The Observer contacted
that agency last week for a
The residents are holding a
value of jewelry,
comment but have not
meeting to discuss their
options on March 20 at 6pm health status, and received a call back.
Many residents fear that
at the Rancho La Paz club- addresses, ages, &
they
will have to sell their
house.
employers of all
homes and move, though
When Orange County Fair
family members. selling and moving out in
Housing, was reached for
90 days seems an impossicomment, they told the resident and the Observer that “the notice ble task even if they could find another
appears to comply with California’s affordable option in this area where low
Mobilehome Residency law. Under Civil income housing is hard to find.
However, an interested buyer is waiting
Code §798.30 rent can be increased without limit by way of a 90-day notice, pro- in the wings. The very same Michael A.
vided that any such increase is also consis- Cirillo of Star Mobilehome Park
tent with the provisions of any fixed-term Management may be in charge of future
sales of units at the park if the elderly
lease that may be in place.”
“Unfortunately, without any restraints homeowners are forced to sell. His comon rent increases put in place by the local pany shares a Santa Ana address with M.
government, the park operators can A. Cirillo & Associates, and Star Mobile
increase rents to levels that they believe Home Sales Inc. All the corporations list
the market will bear without considera- Michael Cirillo as president.

In addition, Cirillo is a partner in
Pacific Current Partners LLC which buys
up and operates mobilehome parks in Las
Vegas, Nevada, Utah, and California
(where it has purchased 25 mobilehome
parks throughout the state including the
Orange County cities Anaheim and
Placentia).
According to the notice from Star
Management and Paracorp, LLC (the
agent for the new owner Peace Ranch
LLC), “We are a long-term, ‘buy and
hold’ park ownership and need to increase
park revenue to maintain our plan for
continuation of the community.”
The new owner, Peace Ranch is a
Limited Liability Company, which registered in Delaware in January 2019, but
has no website or further information
available. However, its agent, Paracorp
LLC, is also the agent for a Peace Ranch
LLC which registered in 2018 as a foreign
Limited Liability Company with the
address of 1830 E. Sahara Dr., Ste 114,
Las Vegas, Nevada 89104.
According to MHPHOA.com, an advocacy organization of mobilehome owners
some cities have limits on how much an
park owner can raise rents for mobile
home lots. The organization also provides
legal resources for victims of predatory
park owners.
The plight of the Rancho La Paz residents perhaps speaks to the larger need for
rent protections in California, especially
for seniors and those on fixed incomes.
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
by Jesse La Tour

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video
of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast
at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

March 5th City Council Meetings
(Next meeting Tuesday, March 19th at 6:30pm.
Come see your local government in action!)

Closed Session
Before every public city council meeting, there is a “closed session” in which council
meets with various parties to discuss items outside view of the public. During this
week’s closed session council met with representatives of local public employee unions
to discuss salaries, benefits, and working conditions. Council met with legal counsel to
discuss three current or potential lawsuits involving the city: Friends of Coyote Hills et
al., v. City of Fullerton, et al, Cody Carter v. City of Fullerton, et al, and one unidentified
case. In his “closed session report” City Attorney Dick Jones stated that council voted
to settle the Cody Carter case for $80,000.

Public Comments
Homeless Issues: Harry Langenbacher away a few nights ago behind St. Mary’s
spoke of his experience volunteering at the church.
Armory homeless shelter in Fullerton,
Tommy De La Rosa Street: Several reswho
live
around
the
where he met an 87-year-old, wheelchair- idents
bound homeless woman who has been Richman/Valencia neighborhood asked if
using the Armory for over a year, where council would consider changing the
she sleeps on a thin mat on a concrete name of Mid Block Street to Tommy De
floor. Langenbacher said that the whole La Rosa Street, in honor of the former
homeless system is “underFullerton police officer who
funded,
undertrained,
was killed in the line of duty.
understaffed” and that the
“We want to show gangs,
“We want to
per capita expenditure for
and crime in general, that we
show gangs,
homeless people in Orange
as a neighborhood are not
...that we as a
County in emergency shelgoing to stand for that damters is much less than Los
age to our children, that we
neighborhood
Angeles and virtually all of
are going to have a great relaare not going
the rest of California.
tionship with our police
to stand for
Samantha, a homeless
department, that we are for
that damage to justice...This is a way that
young woman who spoke
at the last council meeting
everyone can show respect for
our children.”
asking for help said,
our police department, for
“Mayor, you referred me to
people who risk their lives
your city manager. City
every day,” Egleth Nunnci, a
manager, you referred me to your community leader, said.
Housing and Neighborhood services
Veronica Moran, another leader from
manager, who referred me to CityNet, the neighborhood, said she wants to recwho referred me to StreetLight Church (a ognize De La Rosa “so that the youth can
faith-based shelter), along with a CityNet see what good has taken place within that
Housing navigator.
community, not just the illicit activities
Street Light Church is too strict for my they see daily.”
liking, and the Housing Navigator has not
“I think it’s better for the kids to see and
gotten in contact with me…This is why support the people who have helped make
the homeless can’t trust their own city and a change for the community,” Alma
local non-profit organizations. You Chavez said.
bounce us around because you can’t help.”
Mayor Silva asked the city manager to
Curtis Gamble informed council that a bring back a staff report regarding changlocal homeless man named Lucas passed ing the street name.

Closed Captioning and Interpretive Services
At the request of Councilmember
Ahmad Zahra, staff presented options for
providing closed captioning and translation services for city council meetings, so
that the hearing-impaired and those who
speak other languages will be able to
understand what their city government is
doing.
Jessie Jones, director of the Center for
Healthy Neighborhoods at CSUF, spoke
in favor of the translation services. She
mentioned the Community Building
Initiative, which involves working with
the community to empower residents to
have a voice, to understand their rights
and know what’s going on at city hall.
“There’s a large percentage of our community that speaks Spanish only, and I
have been working with them for the last
three years, and I know how passionate
they are about improving the conditions
of their neighborhoods...I would highly

recommend that you do the translation
for Spanish,” Jones said.
“In our school district, we speak 45 languages. This is our reality as a city,” said
Egleth Nuncci, “We have to respect backgrounds, ethnicity, and we have to
encourage our community to come here
and tell about the issues that are happening in our city.”
Council gave staff direction to bring
back more detailed cost projections and
present their findings to City Council for
consideration during the Fiscal Year
2019-20 budget process.
“I’d like to see a little more narrowing
down of some of these options, with
more specific cost assessment, and also
more specifics on the technology,” Zahra
said.
Council voted 4-0 (Flory absent) to
“receive and file” the item, which will be
bought back at a future meeting.

Egleth Nunnci and other residents ask for a crossing guard at Woodcrest School.

Woodcrest Elementary School
Crossing Guard Request
Council voted 4-0 to authorize a
Crossing Guard at Woodcrest Elementary
School. Several residents from the neighborhood around Woodcrest School spoke
in favor of the crossing guard.
“At Woodcrest Elementary, that crossing is very dangerous,” Egleth Nuncci
said, “This is an ongoing request that
we’ve been asking the city for years…It is
very needed in this part of our city.”
“There are many vehicles coming in and
out of that area, specifically in the apartments, where there’s a lot of blind spots
where you might not be able to see the
cars coming. There have been various
accidents in that area,” Elsa Miranda said,
“I’m here to advocate for the need to have
service to cross children at Baker in the

vicinity of Woodcrest Elementary school.”
Martha Olivar, who works at Woodcrest
School, said, “A couple of times, I’ve
almost been run over. I’ll pick up my
nephews and nieces from school, and as
I’m walking, I make sure that cars are
looking at me. Unfortunately, they’re
always in a rush…Hopefully you guys
take the time to listen to everybody that is
here.”
Residents from the neighborhood also
pointed out the poor condition of
drainage in the neighborhood, especially
when it rains.
“The water, when it rains, floods the
sidewalk. The water is so high, there’s no
where to walk for the kids,” Alma Chavez
said.

Arbor Day 2019

In Memory of Ted Kim

Dennis Quinlivan, Deputy Director
of Public Works, invited the public to
attend the city’s annual Arbor Day celebration on March 16 at Richman
Park, 711 Highland Ave. Everyone is
invited to come help the city plant
about 20 new trees. This year,
Fullerton celebrates its 38th year as a
“Tree City USA” with an urban forest
of over 34,000 trees.

The meeting adjourned in honor of Ted
Kim, senior Vice President for business at
Grace Ministries International, who recently
passed away.

Rally for Pride Flag
at City Hall
On Tuesday, March 19, 6:30pm,
Fullerton City Council will be discussing an ordinance (for first reading)
to fly the Rainbow Pride Flag during
Pride Month in June 2019. Attendees
may speak in favor of the ordinance
during the Agenda Item public comment period. Send an email to council@cityoffullerton.com and let your
voices be heard!

Agenda Forecast
The next Fullerton City Council Meeting
is Tuesday, March 19 at 6:30 at City Hall.
Agenda items include: Dismissal of the
Chevron/PCH lawsuit against the City filed
in 2010 after the council at that time turned
down its development project for Coyote
Hills (which was later passed); Fees for accessory dwelling units, Display of Pride Flag at
City Hall, Orange County Housing Finance
Trust Joint Powers Agreement, Annual
Review of Rules of Procedure and Decorum
for City Council Meetings, Memorandum of
Understanding between 13 Cities of North
Service Planning Area Regarding Homeless
Navigation Center Establishment and
Operations, Statement of Financial Policies.
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Quirk-Silva Honors Community Organizer
Ellen Ahn as 2019 Woman of the Year
Assemblywoman Quirk-Silva and the
California State Assembly honored Ellen
Ahn as the 65th Assembly District
Woman of the Year during a ceremony
held in Sacramento on March 5.
“Ellen Ahn has been exceptionally talented in bringing valuable resources to
Orange County, and especially to the
Korean American community,” said
Quirk-Silva, “She has started from small,
grassroots organizing to large-scale community organizing in order to provide
people with a myriad of resources. She is a
living example of a leader that gets
results.”
Ahn has served as the Executive

Director of the Korean Community
Services (KCS), since 1998 and has led
the growth of the agency from a small
group of five employees to over ninety
strong. Today, KCS is a vibrant and
dynamic multi-service community-based
organization which provides health, educational, immigration, legal and social
service programs to over 2,000 people per
year through service centers located in
several OC cities including Fullerton.
A Fullerton resident for over 20 years,
Ellen Ahn has also been very involved
with many local non-profit organizations
which, help to strengthen the community
including OC Human Relations.

At Right: Ellen Ahn (at center) was presented the 2019 Woman of the Year honors
by District 65 Assemblymember Quirk-Silva (on left) and
Monique Limon, chair of the CA Legislative Women’s Caucus (on the right)

Overhead view of sports fields at Ralph Clark Park.

City of Fullerton Takes Over Bears’
License for Clark Park Playing Fields
The City of Fullerton has officially
taken over the county license of Clark
Park Complex and will be programming
all fields. The complex had been under a
license between OC Parks and the nonprofit Fullerton Junior All American
(Bears) – which should have been good
through 2021.
Desite this, the league was sent a termination notice in February that the permit
would end effective March 3. As it turns
out, they weren’t the only ones losing an
OC Parks permit as the city gained one.
The Elite Development Academy Girls
Soccer, another Fullerton non-profit
sports team, had a permit with OC Parks
from August 2018 through February 1,
2019 for field 5 of the Clark Park
Complex. When the Academy went to
renew its permit with the county in
January, they were told that the City of
Fullerton would be taking over programming at the field and they would have to
talk to them about playing there.
After their permit was not renewed,

Elite contacted Fred Jung of the Bears
who still held a county license for the
Clark Park fields at that time. The Bears
gave Elite use of a field for $25 per session.
Now that the Bear’s license with the
county has been terminated, “We have
nowhere to play,” Chris Hackett who
founded the club in 2016, said, “We are
only one team of twelve 10-year-old girls
and don’t take up a lot of space.”
In a one-day reprieve the Bears learned
their fate at a meeting with county and
city officials concerning the early termination of their license which appeared to be
triggered by a series of accounting errors
on the county’s part. Oddly, correction of
the accounting errors did not reverse the
termination.“It seemed that prior discussions had been held,” Mr. Jung said, “and
that we were just there to hear the final
decision.”
The meeting took place at the county
offices on March 4, facilitated by OC
District 2 Supervisor Michelle Steele, after
District 4 Supervisor Doug Chaffee (who
represents Fullerton on the board) failed
to respond to calls from the Bears. Present
were Mr. Jung, leader of the Bears, OC
Parks Director Stacy Blackwood, City of
Fullerton Parks and Recreation Director
Hugo Curiel, and Chaffee’s assistant
chief-of-staff (Chaffee was unavailable).
At the meeting, OC Parks Director
Blackwood indicated the county was not
interested in continuing to license individual teams at a yearly rate (the Bears
contract indicated they would pay the
county $9,540 per calendar year).
The new license with the City of

Fullerton requires no payment to the have been brought up previously, includcounty but the city takes over the expense ing the fact that Sean Fitzgerald, husband
of all field maintenance, repairs, storage of Fullerton Mayor Protem, is a Rangers
units, and trash removal.
boardmember and treasurer.
Blackwood said she would get back to
Complaints of unfair treatment of comMr. Jung about reimbursement of the munity sports groups have a long history
investment of over $18,000 in improve- in Fullerton. A Mid March 2012
ments the Bears made to the previously Fullerton Observer article “Is There a Level
dilapidated complex, including the per- Playing Field in Fullerton? Not Everyone
manent score board. Blackwood said OC Thinks So” showed Rangers Soccer with
Parks was willing to allow the
the lion’s share of playing
Bears to operate through their
fields and choice playing
“Everywhere
spring season which has just
times. One of the points again
you look, the
begun.
brought up by local leagues at
However, City Director
a council meeting several
big clubs are
Curiel countered that plan
years ago was that many famclosing down
saying that Fullerton City
ilies can’t afford the high fees
the small
Manager, City Council and
charged by most of the city’s
Parks and Recreation were community clubs preferred leagues and that
not interested in taking over
many players in those leagues
to force kids
the fields if another group
to pay the big are not from Fullerton.
had priority. Curiel said soc“Everywhere you look, the
bucks to have big clubs are closing down the
cer and softball teams want to
access.”
use the fields and that the city
small community clubs to
was only interested in taking
force kids to pay the big bucks
the park over if it can proto have access to facilities,”
gram it the way it wants.
Elite founder Chris Hackett said.
Both the Bears and Elite originally
Based on continuing complaints and
sought former District 4 OC Supervisor the recent situation with Fullerton’s
Shawn Nelson’s. help to get a county takeover of the Clark Park fields, it
license of the then unused fields at Clark appears issues are still unresolved.
Park because of the manner in which the
City Parks and Recreation Director
City of Fullerton allocates fields.
Curiel, and District 4 OC Supervisor
The city system in place gives priority to Chaffee did not return calls for comment.
some sports groups over others. There are
longtime complaints from other teams
Those interested in commenting on this
concerning the city’s preference for certain situation may contact the Fullerton City
groups including the Rangers, the largest Council (Mayor Silva, Mayor Protem
soccer league in Fullerton.
Fitzgerald and councilmembers Whitaker,
Conflict of interest issues thought to Zahra, and Flory) by email to
influence city field allocation decisions council@ci.fullerton.ca.us
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New in Town:
•HAPPY FLOW YOGA STUDIO: Freeman
Yoga ended their run a while back but
now, Bri Hursh has opened a new place in
the same location at 229 E.
Commonwealth called Happy Flow Yoga
Studio. They have completely remodeled,
and the new space looks amazing. Grace
DeRosa, marketing manager, tells us there
were nearly 50 people there on opening
day, and that they are “so grateful and
excited to be in Fullerton.”
•CITREA: Just to the south across
Commonwealth is Citrea, Fullerton’s first
affordable transit-oriented community at
336 W. Santa Fe Avenue with all 55 apartments already rented (1,300 people
applied for the apartments).

Lush greenery on the trail gives relief from city noise & traffic.

HITTING THE TRAIL
It’s good to leave our comfort zones
from time to time, and today all of you
downtown Page 6 readers might enjoy literally taking a different trail. OK, it’s just
a ruse to push the downtown boundaries
north so I can write about this. Doubt any
hate mail will come my way because of it.
After the barrage of rainstorms we have
had, just a couple of miles north, but a
world away, our destination has sprung to
life.
It’s no great revelation that we have a
network of amazing trails in Fullerton-they are part of the allure and unique
character of our town. But here, this time
of year, we can sense what the area was

Photo Quiz

QUESTION: You may recognize the mural

from the
original sketch above, but where is the finished mural located?
Send your answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

ANSWER TO
LAST ISSUE’S
PHOTO QUIZ
Where is this mural
(pictured at right)
located?
A: This mural is on the
side of Classic Tattoo
Studio on Harbor

Above:
Frog Creek
swollen by
the recent
rains.

like back when the Amerige brothers
decided to drive a stake into a field of wild
mustard and start a town.

FROG CREEK
This is something of an update to a
story in the June 15, 1998 Observer called
“Frog Creek- Then And Now.” Much has
changed.
Back then Observer nature columnist
Diane Nielen told us how the place was
full of frogs and crawdads until the golf
course expanded in the early 60s. Heavy
rains washed out that golf hole and since
the late 70s the resurgent creek has been

bringing the area back nearly to its original glory and it’s a lot easier to navigate
now than it was in 1998.
To cover the entire trail, enter off Brea
Boulevard across from Ashburn Terrace,
just south of Park Vista. If you happen to
know a resident of that assisted living
facility, as long as they are physically able,
you might want to see if they can venture
out onto the trail a bit. It appears they
actually have their own adjacent entrance.
It’s not a difficult hike and one can just
turn around anywhere on the way so it’s
OK for just about anyone.
Sure, we’re surrounded by homes, a
park, tennis courts, horses, vintage oil
pump jacks and a busy street, but soon
after heading out, there are dozens of areas
where you can’t see or hear any of it. It’s
only when you can’t hear civilization that
you can hear nature.
Most of the water that flows through
Fullerton from the north is locked in concrete but not here. The road and concrete
are in pieces now. All traces of the golf
hole have given the ground back and there
actually is a creek. Looking at the flotsam
up in the trees, it appears the water level
may have been at least 15 feet higher during the heaviest rain. I have never been
there during a downpour (and it’s not a
good idea to do that) but we can imagine
how it must have looked by observing
what the flowing water did. No wonder it
has changed so much over the decades.
Some locals have told me they spent
time there even before it was frog creek,
and it was even more difficult to get to
than in the 90’s but, it’s smooth sailing
now. Maybe I will bump into you on the
trail.
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Homeless 101 March 19th
Story and Photo by Jere Greene
Becks Heyhoe from Untied Way will
offer a “Homeless 101” presentation from
6 to 8pm on Tuesday, March 19 at
Wilshire Auditorium, 315 E. Wilshire
Ave. (at Lemon) in Fullerton.
This two-hour event summarizes the
results of a recent study by UC Irvine and
the United Way on the cost of homelessness in Orange County, emphasizing the
need for Permanent Supportive Housing
for the most vulnerable 10% of the homeless population.
Individuals in this 10% are those who
will never be able to become productively
employed due to either a physical or mental disability and represent a major ongoing expense to the county. Repeated
police responses, emergency room expenses, city clean-up crews, etc. all add to the
continuing cost to address the problem.
The report conclusions are summarized
and a comparison of cost savings offered,
by employing the Permanent Supportive
Housing solution with wrap-around services, is dramatically explained by Heyhoe.
Anyone interested in real solutions to
homelessness should attend this free
enlightening event co-hosted by United to
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“MY 100TH PUZZLE” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

Becks Heyhoe of United Way
End
Homelessness,
Fullerton
Collaborative, Fullerton College, and the
City of Fullerton. Free parking is available
in Student Lot 10 and the Fullerton
College Parking Structure on the corner
of Lemon and College Place.
Although the session is free, an RSVP is
required. Let them know you are coming
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homelessness-101-tickets-57057365115.

IS THE ARBORETUM IN JEOPARDY?
The Observer recently received alarming spaces,” Hewitt said, “But why would you
news from members of CSUF faculty, as want to get rid of something that everywell as members of the Friends of the body loves? To me, the Arboretum is the
Arboretum, regarding the fate of this best thing in Fullerton. It’s accredited as a
beloved Fullerton landmark.
level four Aboretum, and there are only
According to Scott Hewitt, professor of 25 such accredited Arboretums in the
chemistry and member of Friends of the world.”
Fullerton Arboretum, last Thursday the
The Arboretum is valued by both the
CSUF administration asked the
campus community and the surAcademic Senate to vote on
rounding residents.
Public
whether they would be okay with
“So many things go on at the
Forum on Arboretum, so many people go
the Arboretum being completely
the CSUF through there. All the third
gone, or just partially gone, to
make room for dorms. The Master Plan graders go there to see the
Senate decided not to vote
Heritage House as part of their
April 10
because they were given no infor- 10am-2pm California studies. Students go
mation, and felt “kind of blindthere for their biological science
sided.”
classes. Every college on our
Hewitt also cited a map of the campus campus interacts with the Arboretum,”
being used by the administration for the Hewitt said, “I have two courses that
new Master Plan which shows nothing interact with the Arboretum. Faculty do
where the Arboretum is.
research in the Arboretum. The
A joint agreement between the universi- Arboretum has internships for students.
ty and the city for funding the Arboretum It’s just an awesome resource for the comruns out in 2020 and the university is munity as well.”
coming up with a new Master Plan for the
On April 10th, the university will hold
next 10 years for the campus, which may a “Public Forum” regarding the Master
include turning the Arboretum into Plan, and questions regarding the fate of
dorms.
the Arboretum may be addressed there.
“I’d rather have them take some of the The location of the forum has not been
parking lots and make dorms on that, and announced yet. As soon as the Observer
then they could put up another parking knows we will post at www.fullertonobstructure if they needed more parking server.com.

ACROSS
1. German sub
6. Like seven Nolan Ryan games
11. The ___ Four
14. Japanese electronics company
15. Beyonce’s “___ up like this”
16. ___ jiffy
17. National Park turns 100 in 2019
19. Stimpy’s cartoon pal
20. Hi-___
(Kimberly Clark paper towel)
21. UConn’s assoc.
22. Dice Clay and Garfield
24. “___: The Next Day”
(80’s comedy sequel)
27. ___ Skyspace LA
(US Bank Tower slide)
28. Constitutional right giving women
the vote turns 100 in 2019
33. ___ Island in “Jaws”
36. Thousand ___, CA
37. Doctrine, suffix

38. Trig function
39. $100 bill
41. Greek promenade
42. Franken and Gore
43. Pink-slip
44. Takes five
45. Best thing for sliced bread turns 100
49. McCullers “The Heart ___
Lonely Hunter”
50. High school remembrance
54. TV ears
58. Baseball stat
59. Dr. of rap
60. ___ Valley (SF neighborhood)
61. “Unforgettable” singer would’ve
turned 100 in 2019
64. “The Matrix” role
65. One of the Coen brothers
66. Swashbuckler Flynn
67. North Pole toymaker
68. “Nothing ___!”
69. Cesspools

DOWN
1. Amer. econ. growth rate
2. Mud, in Madrid
3. Walking ___ (elated)
4. “The Fountainhead” author Rand
5. Bruno Mars song “___ Life Begins”
6. Vitamin B3
7. Oprah’s TV network
8. Georgetown athlete
9. Religious image, var.
10. Hamstrings
11. Emergency doors
12. Again
13. Prohibits
18. Four six-packs of Pacifico, say
23. Same old, same old
25. Late fashion designer Spade
26. Possible response to
“Are you getting by?”
29. Yoga class need
30. Barely make, with “out”
31. Drunkard’s autobiography?
32. Dec. holiday

33. “Stat!”
34. “This is Us” actor Ventimiglia
35. Notwithstanding
39. Mouse catcher
40. Staff sgt., e.g.
41. Belgrade native
43. Stretched across
44. Becomes furious again
46. Consume
47. “Are you ___ this?!”
48. Small mountain lake
51. Ode to college lodging?
52. Lowest deck on a ship
53. Capsizes
54. Actress Heche
55. “The Great British Bake-Off ”
Fielding
56. Defense grp.
57. “You had me ___”
(quicker “Jerry Maguire” line)
62. Kal ___ (dog food)
63. French vineyard

CAPRI SHOES
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board
meets at 6pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month
at district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd.
714-870-2800 • www.fjuhsd.net

March 5 FJUHSD Board Meeting (Next is April 2, at 6pm)

RESERVES TOTAL IS $52 MILLION
The Case for Using the Excess for Current Needs
Joan Velasco, Assistant Superintendent and needs of our students now. There is
of Business Services, presented the dis- always a possibility of an economic recestrict’s 2nd interim report. The report indi- sion, and since we are riding a 10-year
cated that the district is spending only economic upturn, a fiscally responsible
75% of its budget on salaries and benefits unrestricted reserve of about 18% of the
(a healthy school district budget usually budget is healthy while still manageable.
After the first 5 years of the penspends around 80% on salaries
sion
increases have been applied,
and benefits) and the unrestricted
A Troy
school district benefit costs have
reserves accumulated an additionHigh
risen from $28 million to $30
al projected $2 million, increasing
junior
million - a definite increase, but
the total unrestricted reserve to
not crippling.
$52 million. The long-term
spoke
FJUHSD is experiencing
strength of the budget led
of the
declining enrollment, but it also
President Fawley to suggest that it
student has a high attendance rate. Even
may be possible to spend a portion of the 24% reserve on our need for with the over 92% attendance
students now instead of saving it
mental rate, the district loses some ADA
(average daily attendance) fundall for the future. For example,
health
due to the chronic absenbringing the unrestricted reserve
support ing
teeism of 785 students.
funds down to 18% (which is still
now.
Students stop attending school
considered very robust) would
for many reasons and having addiprovide $3.12 million dollars for
tional counselors to follow up
the district to spend on much
needed auxiliary personnel like school with these youth could connect necessary
psychologists, nurses, librarians, and addi- services to students in crisis. Recent district-wide student surveys reveal a widetional counselors.
The arguments against spending any of spread request for additional mental
this reserve money combine concerns of health services which includes peer interanother Recession (when billions in state vention groups to counseling services.
New national data reveals that teens are
money was cut from public education),
rising pension costs due to legislation experiencing higher levels of stress and
passed in 2014 to make the pension fund depression - and rising suicide rates 100% viable by 2035, and declining which the Center of Disease Control now
enrollment that lowers state allocated classifies the second highest cause of death
among 10-20-year-old youth groups.
money to school districts.
These are valid points, but with $52 Clearly, many students are experiencing a
million dollars in unrestricted reserve - real need for supplemental services from
24% of the $176 million-dollar FJUHSD their schools today. (See suicide data from
budget - let’s look at the reality of costs the CDC, July 2018)

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES
by Jan Youngman
Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,
1401 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton.
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

FSD Fest April 5 & 6
The Fullerton Education Foundation in partnership with the Fullerton School
District is excited to present FSD FEST, on April 5 and 6 at the Anaheim Hilton Hotel.
Parking is free. Students, their families and the public are welcome to attend this event
showcasing the 21st century skills of our students.

APRIL 5, 4:30PM TO 8:30PM:
•5pm-6:30pm: Innovations & Advances showcased by schools and the district.
• 6pm-7:30pm: Robot Nation students showcase their skills using robots & drones.
•6pm-7:30pm: 6th Grade Speakers will present Ted Talks.

APRIL 6, 9AM-3:30PM
•10:30am-12pm: eSports Tournament where teams of 4th and 5th grade students
compete for prizes.
•1pm-2pm: Best 2019 Student Films and the student movie makers.
•9am-3:30pm: Posters & Demonstrations of things that excite learning by 5th and
6th grade students.

School Menu Changes
The Fullerton School District has a chef on staff who develops new recipes that are
reviewed by a Registered Dietitian and then made fresh daily and served at all the
schools. Two new items, Mrs. G’s Mexican Red Rice and When Egg Met Rice, were
provided by parents through the FSD Rice Recipe Contest, and have been well received
by students. Other new menu items include: Kicken’ Korean Meatballs served with a
sauce; Hummus served as a cold entre with whole grain crackers; Asian brown rice
served with Orange Chicken; Fresh turkey or ham sandwiches, wraps, and salads such
as Garden Chicken, Turkey Taco, or BBQ Chicken.
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• Every Student Succeeds Honors: Students who have overcome
intense personal obstacles while still achieving academic success were celebrated with
Every Student Succeeds honors at the March FJUHSD board meeting.
The district honored students Daniel Pena from BPHS, Hector Valdez from
FUHS, Estephanie Gonzalez Mora from LHHS, Mikayla Davisson from LVHS,
Ashley Zamora from SHHS, Jennifer Rivera from SOHS, and Thomas Kim Lee
from TRHS. This was the first school board honors ceremony hosted by newly
appointed Executive Director of Administrative Services, Dr. Karl Zener.
• New Principal Chad Freeman: Family and La Habra High School staff
cheered as Chad Freeman was introduced as La Habra’s new Principal. He previously served as Assistant Principal at both La Habra and Sunny Hills high schools. Dr.
Ed Atkinson, Assistant Superintendent of Human Relations made the official
announcement.
• New FJUHSD Agenda Adds Representative Groups:
The Trustees held a second discussion to reformat the FJUHSD board agenda
which has not been reassessed since 2000. During the discussion the board agreed to
additional representation on the agenda from union organizations FSTO and CSEA,
and to place PTA on the agenda so that both La Habra and Fullerton council PTAs
will have a chance to comment directly to board members.
Including stakeholders on the agenda allows the trustees to ask and answer questions of these representatives if they choose to do so, without conflicting with the
Brown Act. There will be an additional open discussion before the board votes on
these changes.
These open board discussions, the changes to the calendar, and moving the time
earlier all represent strong cultural shifts happening within the FJUHSD Board.

• Fullerton Education Partnership:
FJUHSD, Fullerton College and Cal State Fullerton are partnering to create the
Fullerton Education Partnership to provide all students with an comprehensive support system designed to ensure access to services that prepare students to successfully complete their college and career goals. The partnership establishes a pipeline that
will enhance college-going and transfer rates and increase the number of CSUF eligible students, expedite time to degree, and serve low-income and first-generation
students. In the class of 2019, Fullerton College will offer free tuition for the first
year (Fall & Spring), personalized one-on-one support via counselor, mentors and
peer coaches, enhanced enrollment and registration, Speicalized career and transfer
seminars to help students complete their educational goals, Associate degree for
transfer, college fairs, celebrations, and more.
In the class of 2020, CSUF will provide all FJUHSD graduates and FC students
who enroll at CSUF with support onto graduation. Consider the option of an
Admission Advantage for FJUHSD students who apply directly to CSUF, those who
attend Fullerton College and then apply to CSUF, and workshops for parents.
Coincidentally, during public comments, Darin Kishore, a junior attending
Troy High School passionately and clearly
spoke of the desperate need for mental
health support his peers are trying to
receive from their counselors, only to be
told they do not have time to do anything
other than changing their school schedules. He made it clear that this need is not
only at his school site, but endemic
throughout the entire district.
Providing additional services and sup-

port for today’s students experiencing
high levels of stress may actually keep students in school and allow more to succeed
as well as allowing the district additional
state monies they deserve by recovering a
greater percentage of ADA.
FJUHSD could spend more of the
reserve funds to help students crying out
for help today. Saving an excess amount
for the unknown future may end up costing more as issues staring them in the face
today go unaddressed.

DUAL LANGUAGE SUCCESS
Three years ago, Fullerton School District introduced a Dual Language Academy
pilot program at Raymond School. The program was so well received, there was a
waiting list for students. The demand for Dual Language continued and the district
established a second program at Pacific Drive School this year.
Studies have shown that overall, both English language learners and native English
speakers make significant progress in both languages, both groups score at or well
above grade level in both languages by junior high school, and both groups perform
at comparable or superior levels compared to same-language learners.
The Dual Language program brings together native speakers of Spanish and
English. Instruction is carefully designed and conducted in both languages. The
program provides the same academic content and standards as traditional educational programs while providing instruction in two languages.
FSD’s Dual Language Academy includes speakers of both English and Spanish,
integrated together for instruction 100% of the day. The district also utilizes the
90:10 instructional model with the first year being 90% Spanish and 10% English.
The ratio changes each year with a 50:50 ratio in 4th through 8th grades.
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by Francine V

Backpack Talk: How Heavy is Your Load?
I never paid attention to the weight of were too heavy for them to carry around
my backpack until it bothered me in in school everyday. Fifty students (about
junior high. That is because I was using 88%) had backpacks that weighed
a roller backpack for as long as I can between 10%-20% of their weight
remember. But, junior high is different. which falls within the criteria set by the
Teens are trying to catch up with the APP. Lastly, there were only three stutrends in clothing, social media, and dents (about 5%) who had backpacks
even the use of backpacks. Jansport, that were less than 10%. Luckily, I was
North Face, and Fjallraven Kanken are one of them.
It was quite a process to get to this
among the most popular which are usupoint. At first, I started with a backpack
ally carried on the shoulder.
that was too big for me. It
This backpack trend seems
was a gift so I tried to use it.
to have caught us all by storm.
My load was quite heavy,
Right from the beginning of
This
too. It included a 3-ring
school, everybody was using
backpack
hard binder, two thick noteregular backpacks only, as if the
trend seems books for my 6 classes, a
rolling backpacks never existbook for my daily reading,
ed. But, what about the load
to have
we carry everyday on these
caught us all school ipad which is heavy
by itself because of the thick
school bags? Is it too heavy or
by storm.
casing, and other school
just right?
supplies.
Going from elementary to
My backpack was too
middle school is hard. The load
that we have to bear is one of them. The heavy to carry everyday so I decided to
number of notebooks and binders we use a roller backpack even when no one
have to carry doubles in weight because else was using this kind anymore.
there is so much to learn in the seven Unfortunately, our school has a lot of
stairs so I had to carry my rolling backperiods that span seven hours.
According to the American Academy pack up and down all of those stairs. I
of Pediatrics, students’ backpacks should was determined to make my life easier
be 10 to 20% of their weight, or even and found the solution within the first
better if it is less than 10% ("Back to month of school. I ditched the hard
School Tips on Getting the Year off to a binder and replaced it with a light folder that has similar function. I also
Good Start," http://www.aap.com).
Just by looking at a bunch of bulging replaced my two thick notebooks with
backpacks in the hallways, it made me more light binder folders that allow me
wonder if the weight of our backpacks to add pages as needed and remove them
once the quarter is done. This is so much
falls within the criteria.
My question was finally answered better than the two thick notebooks
when our class in Math conducted a sur- with pages that are permanently bound,
vey of the weight of our backpacks in I would have to carry them all year. I also
relation to our weight. The survey was bought a smaller lightweight backpack
part of our lesson in Statistics. The just big enough to hold my load. Ever
results were pretty impressive with only since that change, the weight of my
a few that exceeded the suggested weight backpack has lightened up significantly.
The school year is almost ending but it
percentage of a student’s backpack.
There were 57 respondents, and only is not too late to check if those backabout 7% (4 students) had backpacks packs are too heavy or just right. If you
that weighed over 20%. In other words, have to choose between being miserable
four students had backpacks that didn’t with heavy backpack or having just the
fit into the criteria. Their backpacks right load and being cool, choose cool.

JOKE TIME
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FEATURED PET FOR ADOPTION

by Katie

Meet Boston!
Boston is a six-year-old male pitbull.
Boston wants your affection, so it is recommended he be the only pet in the
house. He would love an active owner
who is experienced with large dogs, and
has a large yard for him to run and play
in. Come visit Boston today at the OC
Animal Care Center on 1630 Victory
Road, Tustin, CA 92782.
or visit
Call 714-935-6848
http://www.ocpetinfo.com for more
information.

WHAT’S

Top 5 Songs
of the Week

TRENDING?

by Alexandria

by Irene

1) "Shallow"
by Lady Gaga & Bradley Cooper
2) "7 Rings" by Ariana Grande
3) "Without Me" by Halsey
4) "Sunflower"
by Post Malone & Travis Scott
5) "Middle Child"
by J. Cole
Story behind the Song:
"Shallow" by Lady Gaga and
Bradley Cooper, is a song from the
movie, “A Star is Born.” The song is
about staying in the “deep end” and
being “far from the shallow.”
The “deep end” is a place where
the world can’t affect them and they
are safe. The song is about staying
away from the dangerous part of the
world and staying safe from the
harms the world can bring.
(Find more meanings behind
songs by visiting:
www.songmeaningsandfacts.com)

Dominating the World
Recognized for their charming and polished dance moves, outstanding vocals, and
enthralling rapping skills, BTS is one of the
world’s biggest artists. They have been publicized as one of the few artists who kept their
#1 title on Billboard, and the first k-pop
group to be nominated and to win a
Billboard Music Award.
The Korean boy band, BTS, is coming
back for another world tour, after their
recent Love Yourself World Tour that took
place in 12 different countries. This time
they are coming to California, Chicago, New
Jersey, London, and Paris for their Love
Yourself: Speak Yourself concerts from May 4
to June 7.
Fans have been competing to buy tickets
ranging from $183 dollars to over $1,171.
With around 11.3 million fans around the
world, it has been reported that the tickets
for the Wembley Stadium in London sold
out in a matter of 90 minutes, and the rest of
the stadiums sold out the same day as well. It
is no doubt that all the fans are looking forward to the concerts taking place.

SPORTS ROUND UP

by Leah

Compiled by Joy

1) When do people start jumping on their trampolines?
A: Spring time!
2) I like elephants - Everything else is irrelevant.
3) What kind of tea is hard to swallow? A. Reality
4) What is the best type of dog to adopt in March, April, and May?
A. A Spring-er Spaniel!

Did You Know?

by Genevieve

Springtime
1) In Japan, the start of spring is symbolized by the blooming of cherry blossoms.
2) In Greek mythology, the return of
Persephone (goddess of flowers) to Earth
causes spring to begin.
3) While the spring equinox occurs in
the Northern Hemisphere, the autumn
equinox occurs in the Southern
Hemisphere!

4) Contrary to popular belief, it is
possible to balance an egg on its end
on any day of the year, not just the
spring equinox.
5) The equinox happens at the
exact same time around the world.
sources:
https://easyscienceforkids.com/vernalequinox-facts/

Bobcats Prevail
The Fullerton School District Basketball Season ended with the Beechwood Bobcats
emerging victorious. The championship game was between Parks Panthers and
Beechwood Middle School, and both had great plays with skilled shots and passes, as
well as fast dribblers shooting across the court. The game was close, and the scores were
tied up until the last few minutes. Along with the good shots came many fouls, and
there was tension as the clock ticked by. In the end the Bobcats prevailed rounding up
the game 31-28.
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WATER METER CHARGE
Water Meter charges are set according to the diameter of the pipe connected to the meter
in the proposed system (see chart at right).
The pipe diameter is what determines the amount of water that a home or business can
demand from the water system. In general, the larger the pipe diameter, the bigger the water
demand, and thus, the greater the charge. Regardless of how little water one might use, the
water system infrastructure supports the potential highest demand of all water connection at
any time (i.e. capacity to deliver gallons per minute)
The water meter charge is also shifting to cover 40.7% of the projected revenue needed to
operate and maintain the water system, including big projects like replacing water mainlines,
digging new deeper water wells, rehabilitating reservoirs, and installing emergency power
supplies. Currently only 22% of revenue comes from water meter charges with a greater portion of revenue dependent upon water usage. Shifting rate revenues from water usage to the
water meter charge will help stabilize the revenue and finally fund the water mainline replacement we all have been waiting for.
(See this article online for a more indepth explanation of the Water Meter Equivalency
at www.fullertonobserver.com.)

WATER USAGE CHANGE
$3.799
$3.213

$3.510

7.6
TGAL

12.5
TGAL

Over 12.5
TGAL

Above: Current

SINGLE-FAMILY HOME
WATER RATES
Below: Proposed

$4.96
$4.58
$2.28
12.8
TGAL

20.2
TGAL

Over 20.2
TGAL

Though meter charges will more than double
for most customers, a reduction in the cost per
one thousand gallons from $3.213 to $2.28 for
the first 12.8 thousand gallons used per month
for a single-family home, will help offset the
meter rate increase for most moderate water
users.
Under the proposed water usage rates, the
price of water billed at each of the progressive
rates will be proportionate to the cost of the
supply and more water will be billed at the
lower rates reflecting the OCWD charge.
The Orange County Water District
(OCWD) currently allows Fullerton to pump
up to 75% of its water from the basin. The cost
to produce that pumped water, (including a relatively low fee paid to OCWD and for electricity for pumping), is less than half the price of
water purchased from the Metropolitan Water
District (MWD). As a result, the proposed rates
are lower for a greater portion of one’s water bill
- the first 12.8 thousand gallons used.
The next step up in water usage over the first
12.8 thousand gallons is charged at nearly twice
as much under the proposed pricing. (see the
chart at left) reflecting the higher MWD cost.

FISCAL YEAR

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

RATE REVENUE
INCREASE (%) **

$37.9 M
15.0%

$41.2 M
14.0%

$45.7 M
11.0%

$48 M
5.0%

$49.9 M
4.0%

Rate Revenue shown will bring in funding to cover all regular costs
and extra to fix the infrastructure problems

Rate Increases Over the Next 5 Years
While the initial impact of water increases
on July 1, 2019 will vary among water customers, increases over the next five years of
the plan will apply equally to all meter
charges and water rates.
The proposed meter and water usage rates
discussed earlier for July 1, 2019 already
reflect the first 15% rate revenue increase for
FY 2020 shown in the chart above. From
there on, each July 1 the proposed rate
increases of 14%, 11%, 5%, and 4% will
automatically occur.
To level out the overall impact of the water
rate increases, the number of miles of water
mainlines replaced each year will increase
until 2024. By 2024 the water rates should
support enough funding to replace 9 miles of

water mainlines per year without debt
financing, assuming water rates are revisited
in 5 years to consider inflationary costs and
reprioritization of water system infrastructure
needs.
Other capital projects funded by the rate
increases have been prioritized to maximize
the amount of water pumped from the basin,
ensure water quality, prepare for emergencies,
provide greater safety at facility locations,
and avoid more costly repairs at inflated
prices in the future. The projects include
rehabilitation of 2 wells, replacing 2 wells,
rehabilitation of one reservoir, rehabilitating
2 booster pump stations, isolation valve
replacements, emergency generators, and
control upgrades.

Definition of Terms
OCWD: Orange County Water District which manages the aquifer.
MWD: Metropolitan Water District, a regional water wholesaler that delivers water
from the Colorado River Aqueduct and other sources to 26 member public
agencies including OCWD and Fullerton.
TGAL: Thousand Gallons of water
Meter Charge: Based on gallons per minute the meter size is capable of delivering.
Water Usage Rate: The amount of water you actually use.
Pass Through: Increased cost of water from suppliers & cost of pumping electricty

METER CHARGES
GALLONS PER MIN.

CURRENT
MONTHLY RATE

PROPOSED
MONTHLY RATE

5/8”

20

$ 14.78

$ 26.07

1”

50

17.74

41.30

1.5”

100

32.52

79.39

2”

160

45.62

125.08

3”

320

79.81

246.95

4”

500

113.81

384.04

6”

1,000

180.32

764.86

8”

1,600

302.99

1,221.84

10”

2,400

441.92

1,831.15

12”

3,375

(na)

2,573.75

METER
SIZE

CAPACITY

5/8” & 1” are generally residential & some business

Automatic Pass-Through Rate Increases
The 2013 Water Rate Study had the goal of replacing 6 miles of water
mainlines per year, but the rate increases implemented five years ago were
dependent on water usage and did not anticipate the extreme reduction in
water usage that occurred in response to drought and drought-related state
mandated water reductions. The rate increases also did not account for the rising cost of water and electricity.
The 2019 Water Rate Study is very different. In addition to shifting revenue
from water usage to the fixed water meter charge, identifying additional water
infrastructure needs beyond water pipe replacement, and proposing more
realistic rate increases to meet those needs, the 2019 Study proposes automatic pass-through rate increases for water and electricity costs for pumping
water.
Each year OCWD and MWD revise the rates they charge the water agencies that pump or purchase water from them. The July 1, 2019 proposed rates
discussed earlier include the pass-through increases from OCWD and MWD
for FY 2020. In subsequent years, the OCWD and MWD rate changes as well
as changes to electricity cost for pumping ground water would be passedthrough to water customers on top of the planned annual rate increases each
July 1.

Oversight Proposed
The Water Rate Study Ad Hoc Committee supports the restructured water
meter charges and usage rates and the proposed water rate increases to support the capital improvement projects as prioritized by staff. But the committee had concerns that the Water Enterprise reserve funds might get too large
if the rate increases were to outpace the implementation of planned projects.
As well the committee wanted the City Council to consider other funding
opportunities such as grants or low-cost loans that may become available over
the next 5 years.
The committee inserted into the Water Study a recommendation for an
annual review of completed projects compared against goals. Staff would provide to the Infrastructure and Natural Resources Advisory Committee
(INRAC) a report each year showing Water Enterprise reserves, projected revenue, and projects planned for implementation in the next year. INRAC
could recommend to City Council a temporary halt to water rate increases if
reserves and projected revenue would be greater than the cost of the projects
for the upcoming year. Additionally, the City Council could postpone water
rate increases if an alternative funding source became available.

Prop 218 Water Rate Hearing
On April 2 the City Council will be considering approval of the Water Rate
Study and scheduling a Prop 218 Hearing for May 7, 2019 for the proposed
water rate increases.
Once the hearing is scheduled, notices will be mailed to each water customer who receives a water bill explaining the proposed rate increases and
how to protest the water rate increases. If 50% plus one rate payers protest the
increases, the City Council cannot implement the new rates. Otherwise, the
City Council will consider the rate increases at the May 7 hearing and if
approved, will go into effect on July 1, 2019.
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Abby Lange above, and Isley Duarte
below were selected most talented.

Happy 10th Anniversary to the French Film Festival organizers who bring this fun feature to town each year.

2019 FRENCH FILM FEST by Selena Zeledon
Here’s the lineup of films for this year’s
Fullerton College’s French Film Festival
festival:
is back for a stimulating and engaging 10
“LE BRIO, THE BRIO,” TUESDAY, APRIL
year anniversary! Mark your calendars:
2:
Catch this thought-provoking film for
this festival is a must. The festival is from
a
glimpse
of the transformative power of
April 2-5th.
words
in
the
context of social, racial, and
The festival will include a cultural event
gender prejudice in Paris.
with food, music, and art each
Neila Salah, an imminight beginning at 6:30 pm in
grant
pursuing a law
the patio area of the Campus
Each
night
degree
at
the prestigious
Theatre. The films begin each
offers
a
bit
of
Assas
Law
School
discovers
night at 7:30 pm.
French
and
she
has
a
class
with an
With films that explore topinsulting
professor
who
ics of current concern from
German
cares
nothing
for
political
institutionalized racism to
culture, food, & correctness.
gender roles, not to mention
entertainment
After being reported,
surviving war and striving for
in
the
this
professor attempts to
more despite impairment, you
redeem
himself by helping
will be pleased to find a film
courtyard.
Neila
enter
and prepare for
schedule that is relevant,
an
extremely
competitive
entertaining, and poignant.
public
speaking
contest.
Tickets are available at the
As
Neila
strives
for
success,
the
situation
Fullerton College Box Office, which is
open from 9:30am to 3:30pm Monday reveals that both of them need to overthrough Friday and at 6:30 pm each night come some prejudice.
“MEIN BLIND DATE MIT DEM LEBEN,
of the festival.
Y
BLIND DATE WITH LIFE,”
M
Tickets for high school students with a
EDNESDAY
, APRIL 3: Catch this film for
W
current high school ID are $3, and tickets
a
good
comedy
with a twist based on a
for children ages 2 to 12 are $4.50; Adults
true
story,
are $6.50.
Saliya, who became blind as a teen, is
Each night offers a bit of French and
tired
of people focusing on his limits. He
German culture, food, and entertainment
begins
work at a luxury hotel all the while
in the court yard.
hiding
his condition. However, his clever
The Fullerton College French and
plan
becomes
more complicated after he
German Clubs will be out in full force to
falls
head
over
heels in love while on the
facilitate the festivities with musical and
job.
dance performances by Fullerton College
“UN SAC DE BILLES, A BAG OF
students, appearances from the Phoenix
M
ARBLES,” THURSDAY, APRIL 4: Catch
Club Schuhplattler dancers led by our
this
powerful and thought provoking film
very own German professor Klaus
set
during
World War II, and based on the
Hornell, a unique musical performance of
autobiography
of the child protagonist
the traditional hurdy gurdy by Scott
Joseph
Joffo.
Gaytan and artwork by Sonora and La
The film takes you on the journey of
Habra High School French students.

two Jewish children as the war splinters
families and communities, bringing danger, inspiring bravery, and inciting ingenuity from the most innocent.
“DEMAIN TOUT COMMENCE, TWO IS A
FAMILY,” FRIDAY, APRIL 5: If you were too
busy during the week to catch the previous days, fear not! On the final evening of
the festival come and enjoy a remake of
the Mexican comedy-drama “Instructions
Not Included” which shakes up gender
roles as a care-free player is confronted by
his ex, who leaves him with his new
daughter and disappears.
Samuel, the clueless new father, desperately tries to track down his baby’s mother, rushing off to London to try to find
her. He starts a new, stable life with his
daughter in London, but then after eight
years, the mother is at his front door,
wanting the child back! What will happen
next?

Thanks to French Film Fest Sponsors
Our confirmed and greatly appreciated
culinary sponsors so far include: Crepes
Bonaparte, Continental Delicatessen,
Zombee Donuts, Porto’s Bakery and Cafe,
JP23, Bourbon Street Bar and Grill, Les
Amis Restaurant and Lounge, Choux
Crème, Moulin Bistro, Pandor Artisan
Boulangerie and Café, Yves Restaurant &
Wine Bar, and Jägerhaus German
Restaurant.
We also would like to extend our gratitude to our sponsors and cultural partners
including: the Alliance Française of
Orange County, the Phoenix Club, The
Complete Package, Vista Higher
Learning, the International School of
Orange County (Lycée International), the
Consulate General of the Federal
Republic of Germany, the Goethe
Institute, and the French Embassy.
For more information, visit the
French Film Festival website:
https://humanities.fullcoll.edu/
foreign-languages/french-film-festival/

Fullerton High
Students Among Music
Center Semi Finalists
Congratulations to Fullerton High
School students Abby Lange (Classical
Voice) and Isley Duarte (Acting), who
have made the semi-finalist list of 110 students selected as Southern California’s
most talented in the Music Center’s 31st
Annual Spotlight Program.
Approximately 1,600 participants auditioned for Spotlight this year, with students representing more than 253 schools
in 195 cities and eight counties.
Semi-finalists attend a special master
class in their genre with highly regarded
artists who share their expertise on performance technique, training and professional life. Experts provide students with
highly valuable feedback on their performances.
Each semi-finalist will audition again
before a new panel of judges who will
select the top two finalist performers plus
one Honorable Mention in each category.
Each category’s Grand Prize finalists
receive $5,000 scholarship and each
Honorable Mention receives $1,000.
Semi-finalists receive $300 each. The
Music Center also celebrates five students
in each category with the Merit Award, a
$100 prize.
Fredric M. Roberts is founding chair of
the Music Center’s Spotlight program.
The late Walter Grauman was the creator.
For
more
information
visit
musiccenter.org/spotlight or join the conversation on facebook.com/spotlightawards.

BALANCE & CHANGE
INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE
& FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,
Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5
www.michellegottlieb.com
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Lush greenery due to the recent rains abound on this walk
but carry a stick and drinking water.

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2019

Exploring the Lost Trail
Every time my family drove down Brea of the path. The white fence guided me
Boulevard, I always wondered about a along a dirt path down the hillside, windwhite fenced path leading down a hill on ing its way down into an undeveloped
the west side of the street, across from the basin behind a gated community.
As I was following the path, I looked to
Ashburn Terrace stoplight. This winding
walkway, running from Brea Blvd. to the my left and saw oil wells in a large patch
Brea Dam Trail, is known as “Lost Trail” of land that is part of the BreitBurn
because it laid virtually hidden until it was Energy Partners Oil Field. This is still an
discovered by city landscape crew mem- active field. One of the small trails that
bers. Beginning at Trail Rest Park, the branched off the main path led up to the
Lost Trail takes hikers and bikers through oil field, where fences surrounded the oil
a wide, serene undeveloped landscape wells. One of them was the wreckage of a
well with pipes coming out of
that’s green and gorgeous in
the ground and going south
the Spring.
into the hillside. According to
Parking in the Stater
Be sure to
the website, Fullerton Walks,
Brothers shopping center, I
bring water
“BreitBurn leases the field
walked down the sidewalk
and a stick or from Chevron.”
that runs along Brea
Continuing on the main
Boulevard until I reached
something
trail,
I came across a small
the signal and crosswalk,
to protect
marsh where little weeds were
which would have led me
yourself in
sticking out of stagnant water.
into a gated community
case you
Along the bottom of the white
called Ashford Terrace if I’d
crossed the street.
encounter an fence that surrounded that side
of the trail, I saw green moss
From the crosswalk, the
animal.
growing, probably due to the
trail continues along the east
rain. According to the Natural
side of Brea Boulevard and
Navigator, “moss does not care
eventually turns into a much
wider trail along Bastanchury, leading all about north or south, but it requires a
the way to State College and the Summit moist surface to thrive on. Moss needs
House Restaurant. However, I turned the moisture to reproduce. Moss thrives near
other way and went down the Lost Trail, the ground where moisture is always evaporating.”
which I’d never taken before.
After a while, the white fence ended and
Before heading down the relatively dry
dirt trail, I noticed a gnarled tree standing turned into an older wooden fence. In
against the green lawn looking out at the some spots of the trail, the wooden boards
hills where undeveloped homes and pri- had even fallen to the side. The trail
vate communities stood. In the distance, I passed over a concrete bridge over a creek
saw St. Jude Hospital and the Brea Dam, where it looked like recent rains had
which was where the Lost Trail would deposited branches and natural debris. A
couple of bicyclists cruised past me as I
eventually lead me.
Since I’d visited on an overcast Saturday was walking, but there weren’t too many
after a week of rain, the hills were very hikers on the trail.
Eventually, the wooden fence led me to
green. In fact, yellow wildflowers and purple Lupine were sprouting up on the sides the Fullerton Sports Complex, where a

Though the scenery was beautiful, the author was chased by a dog twice on his hike.
baseball game was taking place. This
seemed like the official trailhead since
there was a wooden bulletin board, which
is common for trails like this. However,
on one side there was nothing pinned on
this one. There were no notices, warnings
or maps, while the other side had a couple
of old, faded flyers.
The Google Map name for this trail is
“Lost Trail to Coyote Hills Ranch.” Small
paths diverged from the Lost Trail. One of
these paths led to a horse ranch which
once offered horse rides to the public.
According to the website, Fullerton
Walks, “the ranch is a stable for about
twenty horses, and a donkey named
Oliver. There’s several arenas for exercising
the horses. It is a privately owned stable
for boarding horses.”
Further down the path, I reached a
crossroads, where the Lost Trail split in
three different directions. I noticed a large
yellow sign, reading, “Notice Dog
Owners – Dog Nuisances Must Be
Removed, All Dogs Must Be On A Leash
At All Times.”
Immediately after reading the sign, two
black and white dogs with leashes trailing
behind them came rushing at me from the

WEEKLY SWIM LESSONS
Choose your days and times each
week. All levels and ages taught from
those who fear the water to those
looking to refine their strokes.

WINTER SESSION
Registration begins Dec. 3rd.

LEARN MORE AT www.fastswimming.net

path that led toward Bastanchury. The
dogs were way ahead of their owners and
one of them began barking at me with his
teeth bared.
The dog charged and chased me down
the trail connecting with the curve of the
Brea Dam Trail. Luckily, I’m a pretty fast
runner, so I was able to pull ahead of the
dog, running around a mud puddle and
slowing it down before the owner called
the animal back. I went farther along the
path, admiring the yellow wildflowers and
heading toward the dam.
When I came to a part where two of the
trails met, the same dog appeared and
chased me again, even though the owners
called from a distance that the dog was
friendly. It wasn’t, and it chased me back
down the same path until it was called
back again.
A few minutes later, a friendly bicyclist
stopped and asked me if I was okay. He
said, “Those pit bulls should really be
kept on a leash.” I hadn’t realized that the
dogs were pit bulls. As I ran into the Brea
Dam Trail, I could’ve gone north to the
Fullerton Municipal Golf Course or south
to the Brea Dam Recreation Area, but I
decided to turn around after that
encounter.
On the way, I picked up a large stick as
I made my way back to the Brea
Boulevard entrance. So, if you plan to
walk on any hiking trail in Fullerton, be
sure to bring water and a stick or something to protect yourself in case you
encounter an animal.
To see what the Lost Trail looks like,
visit www.fullertonobserver,com and click
on “Emerson Little YouTube” under the
“Local” tab (at the top of the main page)
which will take you directly to my page.
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HITS &
MISSES
by Joyce Mason © 2019

GRETA: A Hit & A Miss
For the past 35 years, Irish screenwriter and
director Neil Jordan has made some remarkable films, some of the most memorable being
“The Crying Game” and his historical epic
“Michael Collins.” “Greta” is a departure
from these movies. Relying on the diabolical
structure of a psychological thriller, Jordan
reworks a screenplay by Ray Wright, adopts
some scary tropes from fairy tales, and hires
renowned French actress Isabelle Huppert.
The result is a movie with superb acting and
some suspenseful scenes, but a plot that entertains rather than persuades.
A handsome, black purse is left on a seat in
the Lexington Ave. subway train in New York
City. Finding it is recent Smith College graduate Frances (Chloe Grace Moretz), or
Frankie, as she is called. With the owner’s
identification and address in the bag, Frankie
feels that the honest thing for her to do is
return the purse to its owner. Making her way
to Brooklyn, Frankie rings the doorbell of
Greta (Huppert), who graciously thanks her
and insists that she come in for a cup of coffee after her deed of kindness. Having recently lost her mother, Frankie is vulnerable and
more inclined to accept the older woman’s
invitation.
Greta confides in Frankie that she is a
widow, that her daughter is currently studying
in Paris, and that she deals with her loneliness
by playing Chopin and Liszt on the piano,
performing on the spot for Frankie. The two
develop a warm attachment. But when
Frankie returns to her apartment in Tribeca
that she shares with Erica (Maika Monroe),
her former college roommate, Erica is
appalled that Frankie would have delivered a
purse to a stranger rather than turning it in to
the police or the transit authority. Frankie
defends her action by reminding Erica that
she is from Boston, a gentler city.
Estranged from her father, who is already in
a relationship soon after the death of his wife,
Frankie continues to visit Greta. But opening
a closet to get some place mats, Frankie comes
upon a shelf full of identical black bags and
realizes that she has been duped by Greta’s
needy behavior. She excuses herself and tells
Greta that she probably won’t be seeing her
again. However, Greta already has Frankie’s
cell phone number and knows the name of the
high-end restaurant where Frankie works.
Soon Greta is in stalker mode, standing
directly across from the restaurant, eventually
appearing inside, dressed in an elegant suit
with a double strand of pearls. Here she creates a scene by overturning a table and getting
herself arrested. We are rooting for Frankie to
get rid of this woman, but the police can only
hold Greta for a few days and Frankie cannot
get a restraining order.
Jordan moves his film rather quickly from
psychological ambiguity to terrorizing acts of
behavior. The leaps taken by the plot would
not have worked without the skills of an
actress as deft as Huppert at making psychopaths believable. And to her credit, the
youthful Moretz holds her own as the young
victim of Hubbert’s deranged behavior.
It is also worth noting that gifted actor
Stephen Rea, who appears in leading roles in
many of Jordan’s films, has a cameo role near
the end of the movie when he is hired as a private detective by Frankie’s father, who is rightfully alarmed when his daughter comes up
missing.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.

EVENTS CALENDAR
MON, MARCH 18
•6:45pm-8:30pm NUFF Forum
Presents Priorities for Fullerton 2019
a moderated forum on planning and
some key issues affecting governance
and quality of life in the coming year
features Mayor Jesus Silva, Fullerton
City Manager Ken Domer, and
Pathways of Hope Executive Director
David Gillanders. Fullerton Public
Library, 353 W. Commonwealth,
Fullerton. NUFF (Neighbors United
for Fullerton’s Future) is a volunteer
non-partisan group, open to any
Fullerton resident, which presents
forums on topics of interest to the community. Send questions to info@nuffpac.org. Free.
TUES, MARCH 19
•4:30pm-6pm: Workforce Edge
Workshop: Job Search Strategies will
teach you what you need to know to
find a position four times faster. Free at
Fullerton
Public
Library
the
Conference
Center,
353
W.
Commonwealth
•6pm-8pm: Homelessness 101 at
Wilshire Auditorium, 315 E. Wilshire
Ave. (at Lemon) in Fullerton. Free but
RSVP
is
required
to
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/homelessness-101-tickets-57057365115. Becks
Heyhoe of OC United Way will present
topics such as “What causes people to
become homeless? What is the current
state of homelessness in OC? How can
homelessness be solved? and more. Cohosted
by
United
to
End
Homelessness, Fullerton Collaborative,
Fullerton College and the City of
Fullerton. Free parking in Student Lot
10 and the Fullerton College parking
structure on corner of Lemon and
College Place.
•6:30pm: Spring Family Night
Bubble Bonanza a performance by
bubble experts Bubblemania &
Company followed by bubbly spring
crafts perfect for preschoolers, primary
graders, and their families, aided by
teen volunteers. Free at the Osborne
Auditorium, Fullerton Public Library,
353 W. Commonwealth. Call 714738-6338 with questions.
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council
Meeting at city hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth. Agenda online the
Friday before the council meeting at
www.cityoffullerton.com
WED, MARCH 20
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine Every
Wednesday Farmers Market at
Independence Park next to the DMV
on Valencia between Euclid and
Highland in Fullerton. Fresh produce
including fruit, vegetables, plants, eggs,
flowers, baked goods, tamales, empenadas, kettle korn, nuts, and more.
•7pm-8:30pm: “The Muslim
Question” Current Struggle for
Belonging in Europe & America
Aitana Guia, professor of Modern
European History, will discuss Muslims
in Europe and the Americas. Dr. Guia
explains that today’s “Muslim
Question” resembles the old “Jewish
Question” in that a minority religious
group is singled out for its lack of
assimilation and for being perceived as
a threat to liberal democratic societies.
Dr. Guia argues that the supposed
Muslim takeover of Europe is a dangerous myth that obscures the contributions that Muslims make to strengthen
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WED, MARCH 20 continued
civil rights and expand our limiting
constructions of national identity. Dr.
Guia is Spanish and has done extensive
research on Muslim immigration and
on anti-immigrant attitudes in Spain
and Europe. Fullerton Public Library,
353 W, Commonwealth. Free.
THURS, MARCH 21
•7am: Troy High Science Olymiad
Team & Advisor Science Teacher
Kurt Wahl will be at the Lion’s Club
meeting. The Troy team is the winner
of the last five national Science
Olymiad titles, and winner of 20
California State Science Olymiad competitions. Learn what the program is all
about from science teacher and advisor
to the team for 22 years, Kurt Wahl.
Sizzler Restaurant, 1400 N. Harbor,
Fullerton. Space is limited. RSVP by
email to baron@ix.netcom.com
•6pm-8pm: SCORE Workshop: 10
Tips to Effective Email Marketing a
free business marketing session where
you will learn the most effective tools to
help you sell, get donations or members, and how to identify and target the
right market. the session is presented by
Liz Harsch of Tailor Made Advertising
at the Fullerton Public Library
Center,
353
W.
Conference
Commonwealth. Registration check in
is 5:30pm to 6pm. Register online at
www.score114.org or call (714) 5507369
•6:30pm-6pm: Family Movie
Night at the Library features “Hotel
Transylvania 3: Summer Vacation”
(PG, 2018) with voices by Adam
Sandler, Selena Gomez, Kevin James,
Fran Drescher and more. Free at the
Fullerton Public Library Osborne
Auditorium, 353 W. Commonwealth.
FRI, MARCH 22
•Deadline to submit Leon Owens
Scholarship Applications for High
School Seniors and Continuing College
Students. Applications are available to
download by visiting www.leonowensfoundation.org
MON, MARCH 25
•9am: The Use and Abuse of
Medical Marijuana presented by
Brent Yeung, MD, anesthesiologist and
pain management specialist and
Clinical Professor of Anesthesiology at
UCI School of Medicine. He has a particular interest in the use of medical
marijuana in pain management and is
actively involved in research in this
area. Because of the change in the law
in the state of California and the controversy involved in the management of
pain with cannabis-containing medications, Dr Yeung will explain this new
development in medicine. Open to the
public, this is part of an OLLI Medical
Series coordinated by Joseph Lawton,
MD. Fullerton Elks Club, Elks View
Lane, (at the top of the hill). Call 714870-1993 for more info.
•12pm: “The Either Percent
Solution to All the F*cking
Problems”
a presentation by
Chiranjeev Kohi, professor of marketing in Room 130 at the Pollak Library,
CSUF, 800 N. State College Blvd.,
Fullerton. Free (except parking)
TUES, MARCH 26
•12pm: “But I Went to College:
How Doing Everything Right
Doesn’t Mean Life is Easy” a presentation by Kelly Ruppert, geological sci-

TUES, MARCH 26 continued
ences lecturer in Room 299 at the
Pollak Library, CSUF, 800 N. State
College Blvd., Fullerton. Free (except
parking)
WED, MARCH 27
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine Every
Wednesday Farmers Market at
Independence Park. See March 20 listing for details.
THURS, MARCH 28
SCORE
•10:30am-1:30pm:
Successful
Selling
Workshop:
Techniques a free business workshop
where you will learn the art and science
of selling. How to prepare, approach,
handle objections, and how to close the
dale. Carl Woodard, who marketed
many of the country’s largest food
brands such as Hunt Foods, will show
you the techniques of a strong sales
approach as a critical part of your
future success, at the Fullerton Public
Library Conference Center, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Registration check in
is 5:30pm to 6pm. Register online at
www.score114.org or call (714) 5507369
•5:30pm-7:30pm: Family Arts
Night a free fun night of hands-on arts
activities for kids of all ages led by
CSUF art and child development
majors at the Muckenthaler Cultural
Center, 1201 W. Malvern, in Fullerton.
Visit www.themuck.org for more info.
MON, APRIL 1
•8am-5pm: 33rd Annual Most
Talented High School Art Show
sponsored
by
the
Education
Foundation takes place at the Fullerton
Joint Union High School District
headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury
Road, Fullerton. The art show culminates with an awards reception on
Tuesday April 16 at 5pm. Students’
winning entries will be recognized. The
exhibit is organized by SHHS Principal
Allen Whitten and the Art Curriculum
Chair and juried by college and university professors. The non-profit
Education Foundation has sponsored
the annual exhibit since 1987.
•5:30pm-9:30pm: Monday Night
Bingo at the Fullerton Elks Club
Lodge, at Elks Club Lane. Games are
open to everyone, with complimentary
popcorn and coffee. Other food will be
sold. Proceeds are used for Elks charities. Call 714-870-1993 for more info.
TUES, APRIL 2
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council
Meeting at City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth. Agenda online the
Friday before the council meeting at
www.cityoffullerton.com
WED, APRIL 3
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine Every
Wednesday Farmers Market at
Independence Park. See March 20 listing for details.
THURS, APRIL 4
•4pm-8:30pm: Fullerton Outdoor
Market Opens with live music by
Bubba and the Big Bad Blues beginning at 6:30pm, Beer & Wine Garden,
craft and hot food vendors, fresh produce, flowers, kids activities including a
bounce house, train rides, face painting
and more for a fee. Downtown
Fullerton Plaza and along E. Wilshire
between Harbor and Pomona. The
market repeats every Thursday through
October. Call the Fullerton Museum
Center at (714) 738-6545 for info.
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“The Cherry Orchard”
@ CSUF YOUNG THEATER
800 N. State College Blvd, CA 92832
Tickets: (657) 278-3371

“Maple and Vine”
@ STAGES THEATER

Cal State Fullerton’s Spring semester
begins with “The Cherry Orchard” by
Anton Chekhov, translated by Paul
Schmidt and directed by Maria Cominis.
The play runs now through March 24, in
the Young Theatre on campus.
“The Cherry Orchard” follows a destitute Russian aristocrat who returns home
to find her family in a financial crisis,
forcing them to sell their home to pay off
their debt. The family must decide on
their prospects for happiness and how to
rebuild their lives and fortunes.
With his plays such as “The Seagull,”
“Uncle Vanya,” and “The Cherry
Orchard,” Chekhov emphasized the
depths of human nature, the hidden significance of everyday events and the fine
line between comedy and tragedy. His

plays are staged worldwide and his body
of work influenced important writers of
an array of genres, including James Joyce,
Ernest Hemingway and Tennessee
Williams.
The cast of “The Cherry Orchard”
includes Isobel Beaman, Kathleen
Chavez, Caleb Gibson, Bernard Hefner,
Aryana Hamzehloo, Genevieve Kauper,
Sarika Mande, Diego Noll, Joseph Pharr,
Tamla Quipse, Kyle Nathan Ray,
Donovan Rogers, Darby Sorich, Miguel
Torres, Leo Torrez, Leianna Weaver, and
Blake Yanez.
Set design is by Ann Sheffield, costume
design is by Hyun Sook Kim, hair/makeup design is by Monica Liz Siazon, lighting design is by Toranj Noroozi, and
sound design is by Michelle Tharp.

400 E Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 www.stagesoc.org
Jordan Harrison’s Maple and Vine tells the tale of a modern day couple in search of
an authenticity and connection they feel is missing in today’s modern era and big city
complexity. What if they could transport themselves to a quaint, bygone era of suburban tranquility circa 1955? Can everything old be new again?
Katha and Ryu, a Manhattan couple, have become allergic to their 21st-century lives.
After they meet a charismatic man from a community of 1950s re-enactors, they forsake cell phones and sushi for cigarettes and Tupperware parties. In this compulsively
authentic world, they are surprised by what their new neighbors, and they themselves,
are willing to sacrifice for happiness.
Starring Jason Cook, Darri Kristin, Laura Lejuwaan, Cristian Rincon, and Lee
Samuel Tanng. Through March 31.

Also playing at Stages Theater: “Suprema”
In Phil Keeling’s new play Suprema,
directed by Chris Mertan, it’s 1940, and
celebrated psychologist William Moulton
Marston has decided that he wants to create a comic book heroine who stands for
valor and love in a world dominated by
men and war. Over the course of a single
evening, Marston, his wife Elizabeth, and
their lover Olive must convince DC
Comics executive Max Gaines of the value
of such a heroine while downplaying their
own unorthodox lifestyle.

Playwright Keeling takes our collected
21st century angst and dishes back something different — a refreshing, silly comedy about superheroes, feminism, BDSM,
polyamory, pie, and a paean for the
unorthodox. This fractured screwball
farce winds the clock back to another year.
Even then, we were having these same
conversations, and filtered through screwball comedy, we find new appreciation
and community in the struggle for
progress. Through March 30.

Announcing the Formation of
the OC Theatre Guild
The OC Theatre Guild has officially been founded and formed by an
acting council consisting of the following Orange County Theatre community members: Amanda Demaio
(President), Kristin Campbell (Vice
President), Oanh Nguyen (Secretary),
Tamiko Washington (Treasurer),
Brian Newell, Brian Page, and Jeff
Lowe.
After years of development and consideration, the OC Theatre Guild
moves forward with its mission to
nurture, support, and promote live
theatre in greater Orange County. The
OC Theatre Guild is inclusive and

open to all to join in making our theatre communities a better place for
everyone, cast, crew, theatre organizations, and audiences.
Your membership will ensure that
the OC Theatre Guild can better serve
Greater Orange County live theatre.
The OC Theatre Guild dream and
purpose is to serve the theatre community, so it can flourish with all the
potential it has.
Memberships are available as both
an Individual at $50, and an
Organization/Producer at $250.
Interested parties can sign up at
www.OCTheatreGuild.org

“Twist, Pull, Smoke”
@ MAVERICK THEATER
110 E Walnut Ave Unit B, Fullerton, CA 92832
Tickets: (714) 526-7070 www.mavericktheater.com
This recent addition to the Theater of War genre is based on the conversations that
Mr. Domenico had with two Marines from his former unit. He spoke with them not
only about their common memories of Afghanistan, but about their experience acclimating back into civilian life. These two Marines and these conversations inspired this
play. The story follows the experience of a combat veteran who evades his concerned
girlfriend’s questions about his tour in Afghanistan, and instead struggles with his
relentless and ever present PTSD.
From veteran to civilian alike, this project is driven by a cast that has all been touched
personally by the military. This piece demonstrates the difficulty of living with Post
Traumatic Disorder and, simply and brilliantly exposes a veteran’s innermost thoughts.
Strong Language. Not Appropriate for ages under 13. Tickets are $20/$10 for veterans & students with a I.D. Opens March 22 and plays through April 7.

MID MARCH

2019

ART

FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 15
“Dr. Entomo’s Palace
of Exotic Wonders”

High School District
Art Show

Standing Rock, 2017 by Zoe Urness

The 33rd Annual Fullerton Joint
Union High School District
(District) Education Foundation Art
Show will open on Monday, April 1
at the FJUHS District Education
Center located at 1051 W.
Bastanchury Road, Fullerton.
The winning student entries will be
recognized at the awards reception on
Tuesday, April 16, at 5pm at the center. The exhibit is organized by Allen
Whitten, Sunny Hills High School
Principal and the Art Curriculum
Committee Chair. The selections will
be juried by college and university
professors.
The
nonprofit
Education
Foundation has sponsored the art
exhibit since 1987 in an effort to promote the visual arts of the district’s
high school students.

@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER
301 N Pomona Ave, Fullerton
(714) 738-6545
Freakish, bewildering marvels of the insect
world are on display in Dr. Entomo’s Palace of
Exotic Wonders. Resembling an old-fashioned
circus sideshow, this exhibit explores the
truth, myths and mysteries surrounding
some of nature’s most curious creatures –
many of them alive and on view.
Those daring enough to enter will be captivated by the deceptive and treacherous
techniques these insects can wield on unsuspecting predators. They will learn about how
the Giant African Millipede, though harmless-looking enough, can unleash a harmful
cyanide secretion. The “Devil with Two
Heads,” also known as the Vietnamese
Centipede, exposes how it can confound
predators with a tail that looks just like its
head. Now through April 14.

“Protecting Mother Earth”
Gives Voice to Native Artists
@ MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER
1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton www.themuck.org (714)738-6595
smaller tribes) is one of both beauty and
loss. She is inspired by the “bird songs” in
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center her peoples’ native language; however, the
hosted an opening reception for its latest language itself, like many California
art exhibit, “Protecting Mother Earth,” native languages, is mostly lost.
This was due, in part, to a particularly
on March 9. The show explores the protection and conservation of our natural tragic chapter in American history in
environment from the perspective of which native children, like Werner’s
Native The exhibit is up through April 28 mother and grandmother, were forced to
and there will be a free gallery tour, attend “Indian Boarding Schools” like the
Sherman Institute in Riverside, where
Thursday, March 28 at 6:30pm.
they were forbidden from
The opening of the show began
their native lanwith a blessing and song by
“Indigenous speaking
guage. Because of policies and
Adelia Sandoval of Juaneno Band
people all
institutions like this, many
of Mission Indians, Acjachemen
native
languages were lost.
Nation, the original inhabitants
have this
Now they survive only in cerof south Orange County.
unique
tain songs, like the “bird
“We honor our Mother Earth,
and call her Tamáayawut, and relationship songs.”
For artist Laurie Steelink,
may we all walk gently upon her
this day,” Sandoval said, “And let with nature, her work is a way for her to
us always remember that what we with Mother re-connect with a native identity that she’d been cut off
do this day we do for the generaEarth.”
from. Her birth mother from
tions to come.”
The curator of the exhibit, --Rowan Harrison the Akimel O’otham (otherwise known as Pima) tribe,
Rowan Harrison, who is half
gave her up for adoption, and
Pueblo of Isleta and half Navajo,
teaches Native American pottery at the Steelink was raised by white parents.
She attended the San Francisco Art
Muckenthaler. He said he wanted to
curate a contemporary Native American Institute and got “a very Euro-centric” art
art show in Orange County because there education. Then, at age 40, she met her
birth mother and all of her native relahaven’t been many.
He was also inspired by current envi- tives, which put her on a path toward reronmental crises like climate change, and discovering her native roots, which is
the unique perspective that native voices reflected in her artwork.
The photographs of Zoe Urness and
can bring to these discussions.
“Indigenous people, whether it be Peggy Fontenot of the Standing Rock
North, Central, or South America, we all protests against the Dakota Access
have this unique relationship with nature, Pipeline strikingly demonstrate that the
with Mother Earth. The way we think, struggle by native people to protect
the way we feel, our religion, our heritage, Mother Earth continues to today.
“Protecting Mother Earth” contains a
our ideas, our way of life is all intertwined
with Mother Earth. And I just felt it was nice balance between beautiful images
really important to have an exhibition, an and images of resistance and protest in
art show, that reflects those ideas and defense of the land and the Earth.
images,” Harrison said.
The lyrical paintings of Gail Werner,
who is of Cupeno, Luiseno, and
Kumeyaay ancestry, reflect the flora,
fauna, and landscapes of her peoples’
ancestral homelands in Southern
California, particularly the Anza-Borrego
desert and Warner Hot Springs.
Werner’s paintings, like “Clam Shell
Wash” reflect an evolving landscape. What
is now a desert (Anza-Borrego) was once
an ocean, as evidenced by the presence of
the clam shells.
Speaking with Werner, I learned that
the story of her people (one of California’s
by Jesse La Tour

“Stephen Silver: Evolution”
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE ART GALLERY
321 E. Chapman Ave, Fullerton (714) 992-7271
The current exhibit at Fullerton College
Art Gallery, “Stephen Silver: Evolution,”
is an illustration-packed show, with drawings and paintings from floor-to-ceiling,
chronicling the evolution of an illustrator
from a caricature artist at Sea World to
world-renowned cartoonist for Warner
Brothers and other major studios.
Stephen Silver is Fullerton College’s
2019 Artist in Residence. He is best
known for his character design, including
designing the style of shows such as “Kim
Possible,” “Danny Phantom,” Kevin
Smith’s “Clerks,” and many more.
In addition, he has written and illustrated ten books on the art of sketching, character design, caricature, and life drawing.

Silver’s solo exhibition takes visitors
along on the journey of his evolution as an
artist. The exhibition will be accompanied
by an artist lecture and a week-long series
of demonstrations as part of the distinguished Fullerton College Artist in
Residence program.
Artist in Residence demonstrations take
place March 18-21 with an Artist Lecture
at 7pm on March 20 in Wilshire
Auditorium at the corner of Lemon and
Wilshire in Fullerton.
GALLERY HOURS: Monday through
Thursday from 10am to 12pm and 2pm
to 4pm with an evening opening from
6pm to 8pm on March 25.
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978,
is staffed by local volunteers who create, publish, and distribute the paper
throughout our community. This venture is a not-for-profit one - revenues
are plowed back into maintaining and
improving our independent, non-partisan, non-sectarian community newspaper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton
residents about the institutions and
other societal forces which most impact
their lives, so that they may be empowered to participate in constructive ways
to keep and make these private and
public entities serve all residents in lawful, open, just, and socially-responsible
ways. Through our extensive local calendar and other coverage, we seek to
promote a sense of community and an
appreciation for the values of diversity
with which our country is so uniquely
blessed.

____________________________

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer
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COMMENTARY
OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2019

Atrocity Against Muslims in New Zealand
Less than a year ago I was walking the peaceful and beautiful streets of
Christchurch New Zealand. As the sun set, I slowly ambled through the
botanical garden park located in the heart of the city. I strolled unafraid.
Here, save for the earthquakes, was what seemed to be the safest place in
the world. People were unfailingly polite, generous and helpful. I understood why nearly all of our friends who have visited New Zealand have
expressed a desire to return and even to have a second home there.
It is therefore difficult for me to overlay these sweet feelings and memories with the racist, hateful, Islamophobic and xenophobic atrocity that
took place on March 15th. But that was part of the stated purpose of the
terrorist. He wanted people to know that no one was safe, nowhere was
safe, that his kind of disgusting hatred and terror could strike anywhere.
There is, indeed, no place to hide—from guns, from hate, from racism
and the sick insecurities of “White Supremacists” whose deep sense of inferiority and impotence move them to destroy because they lack the ability
to create. It is true that if it can happen in New Zealand it can happen
anywhere. Given our intolerance of differences, our acquired fear of some
“other” and our need to have some group that threatens us and can be
blamed for our own failures, this was and is foreseeable.
We set up the victims and believe that they individually are responsible
for our social and personal ills. The horrible and reprehensible poster putting a picture of Rep. Ilhan Omar in front of the collapsing Twin Towers is
a case in point. This sent a toxic and untrue image that linked her personally and specifically with 9/11. She as an individual, because she is a
Muslim and wears a Hijab, was painted and smeared by clear implication
with terror. Picking one person, whether you
agree with her or not, and making her an
We will either make incarnation of her faith—past, present and
peace or we will die. future—is pure hate.
Personally, I don’t like the word
The better option
Islamophobia. It seems too medical and psyseems pretty clear.
chological. It really means a hatred of
Muslims and their Islamic faith. It is based
Nowhere in our
on the same insecurities that fears that “Jews
sacred scriptures
will replace us,” and Hispanics are “Invading
are we instructed
us.” It is a descendent of those “drunk Irish,”
to hate the
“dirty Italians” and of course, the “Yellow
menace.” Some group, some new group is
strangers
changing the character of our neighborin our midst.
hoods—my God, they’re putting up signage
in Arabic, Urdu, Hebrew, Italian and Korean.
Whatever shall we do?
Let’s start with what not to do. Don’t single out crime statistics just for one immigrant group—as Trump asked
DOJ to do for undocumented immigrants. This is like picking only Jews
or Africans or African Americans for special scrutiny. Don’t judge an entire
group by their worst, craziest and most violent. Don’t believe that you
understand the nuance of a religious faith by how it is caricatured in the
media and on the internet.
All of our scriptures contain problematic passages—many of which we
don’t talk about. All three of our major monotheistic faiths express their
tribalism and “us against them” in what, by today’s standards, seems (and
is) brutal and deeply at odds with their core exhortations to “Love your
neighbor, Feed the hungry. care for the stranger and understand that
“Mercy and Compassion” are at the beating heart of the better Angels of all
three traditions.
With at least 49 Muslims slaughtered, mowed down at worship by the
toxic cocktail of guns and hatred, we need to lower the volume on our disagreements on policies and not make them personal and then let the personal devolve further into tarring a whole group. We have to stop making
enemies out of opponents and feeling threatened by change.
We, as Americans have always feared the influence of the new arrivals,
but our genius has been to take them in—after a period of horrible societal
hazing—and incorporate parts of their traditions—words, foods, music and
eventually DNA. We will either make peace or we will die. The better
option seems pretty clear.
Nowhere in our sacred scriptures are we instructed to hate the strangers
in our midst.
www.Dobrer.com
Follow me on Twitter@jondoobrer

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages provide an open forum for the community. Opinions are those of the writers. The Observer accepts comments on any
subject of interest. Shorter comments are easier to place. We must verify your
identity but we only print name, and town, If a reasonable case for remaining
anonymous can be made we allow no name in print. Thanks!
Send comments by email to:
observernews@earthlink.net
or by mail to
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton CA 92834
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A View from
The Next
Generation
by Nathan Wayne
Guerrero

Save it! Don’t Pave it!
A rally of over 75 people came to the front
of the Fullerton City Hall in support of saving all 510-acres of the West Coyote Hills on
Tuesday, March 5. Even though it was a
school night and raining, many, including
students, stayed on for the council meeting
and spoke.
Though the California Supreme Court
decided not to review the case of Coyote
Hills we still went to the rally because “We
are Not Done.”
At the rally, I interviewed Linda, a
Fullerton resident since 1959 and a 20-yearlong fighter for saving
Coyote Hills as open
What would
space. She said “NO! to
750+ Chevron homes.”
happen if
I decided on the title of
we all
my article after reading
worked
that the Chevron land
together?
is polluted in the article
“What Chevron Gets if
Could we
Measure W Passes”
have what
from the Orange Juice
we want
blog, which reads:
in our
“Chevron gets a free
pass to avoid restoring
town?
all of West Coyote Hills
to its pre-drilling state
while maintaining their rights to extract oil
and gas from the parcel. This includes development rights, which they’ll use to build
over 700 homes and a shopping center.”
After the rally, a city council meeting was
held at city hall. Even though Coyote Hills
was not on the agenda - almost all the comments made during the public speaking time
addressed the issue of Coyote Hills. (Other
comments were made about renaming the
street Mid Block to honor Police Officer
Tommy De La Rosa who died protecting
against drugs (which will come back as an
agenda item); about flying the Pride Flag
during Pride Week; and help for the homeless.)
Mayor Jesus Silva noted that the Friends of
Coyote Hills work on saving all the land gave
more time to raise money to buy more property - We went from $9 million to $30 million during that time.
As I was interviewing people at the rally, I
came upon a small dog named Leela, dressed
in a paper sign that read, “SAVE IT! DON’T
PAVE IT!”
Again, I urge all citizens of Fullerton and
those who read this to please get involved
and attend events in support of Coyote Hills
- because if you don’t there will soon be No
more wildlife, and definitely No more hills
The hills will still be there, but they will be
covered in homes that you can’t afford. Visit
www.coyotehills.org to learn more.
ED: Nathan Guerrero is a local 7th grader
and joins Francine Vudoti and her Young
Observer crew as a youth reporter for the
Fullerton Observer. Read his first report
“Coyote Hills or Concrete Hills? A View
from the Next Generation” in the Local
News section at www.fullertonobserver.com.

Check Out
The Observer’s
New Website!
Visit
www.fullertonobserver.com

MID MARCH

2019

COMMUNITY OPINIONS

FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 17
OBSERVERS AROUND THE WORLD

Water Rate Proposal Going
to City Council April 2
City residents conserving water in Fullerton are
penalized while residents who use a lot of water are
encouraged to use more in the Water Rate Proposal
going to City Council on April 2.
This ignores the truth that our rainy weather is
temporal and California will again plunge into
drought conditions. Our rusty, busty pipes will be
replaced at a sluggish rate since the proposal either
overstates the emergency conditions that produce a
hundred pipe ruptures a year or refuses to consider a
plan to accelerate replacement.
In the next five years only a nominal percent of pipe
is planned to be replaced. Be assured, however, that
the department will be fully funded because your
meter rate will double before you drink that first glass
of water.
Thus concludes our Ad Hoc Water Rate committee
work as the proposed water rate program is approved
to be presented at the city council meeting on April 2.
Rates are to go into effect on July 1.
Fullerton water bills are lower than many nearby
cities. We have been on a “free ride” for many years
as our infrastructure crumbles. We need to step up
and fund the future of our city. Funding this major
program must be addressed - but the committee’s proposal is not proactive.
See for yourself by going to our city website, then
to Public Works, Water System, Water Study. The
committee members are your neighbors. Ask them to
explain why their proposal is best for our residents in
the long term.
Fritz von Coelln Fullerton

Jerry and Pearl are pictured viewing glaciers
in Patagonia fjords in Chili.

JERRY & PEARL AROUND THE WORLD
What an adventurous couple!
Pearl and Jerry Mann are pictured in the photo at left waiting
for the funicular. The two took a tour with others from Los
Angeles and Sacramento to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
“They were very interested in our local city newspaper,” says
Pearl who is a local attorney in Fullerton. “I have many clients
who read the paper and cut out our photos and mail or bring
them in to me.” Pearl sends a special thanks out to Valerie
Brickey for her 100th crossword puzzle!

ED: Also see Jane Rands’ article starting on frontpage about the proposed water rate increase.

Death Penalty
My heart is with Governor Newsom’s death penalty freeze. HOWEVER, my mind is not.
I HATE and ABHOR the death penalty. But,
though wrong in my opinion, just three years ago
California citizens lawfully voted down Prop 62,
which if approved would have eliminated state-sponsored killings.
I have real, deep concerns about the governor arbitrarily overriding the citizens’ recently-reaffirmed will.
Where do these “executive orders” stop. Just because
his actions on this issue support my beliefs does not
make them acceptable.
How is this different from Trump deciding to
declare a border emergency because Congress didn’t
do what HE wanted? What every happened to “the
people have spoken”?
The proverbial slippery slope? Convince me I’m
wrong, my friends.
Arlene Hoffman Fullerton

Wrong Idea About
What is Inappropriate
In response to the letter in the Mar. 4 edition, I am
shocked that Ms. Kaluzny thinks it is inappropriate of
a police officer to try to ascertain information about
people at a crime scene. She was assisting another
woman who had just been attacked in downtown
Fullerton. It seems not only perfectly logical but a
minimal requirement for the officer on scene to ask
questions of anyone involved, including "how do you
know the victim"? What's wrong or inappropriate or
"suggestive" about that question? What is it about
that question that challenges Ms. Kaluzny's fragile
sensibilities? She didn't mention the officer leering,
groping, or being rude. She just decided LATER that
she didn't like the question.
Why are so many people so hell-bent on making it
as difficult as possible for officers to do their job? Ms.
Kaluzny's last statement clearly reveals her bias
against police. I doubt there is anything they could do
that would be acceptable to her.
The REAL inappropriate part of the situation was
the "men" (by who's definition, I wonder?) that
watched the woman being attacked and went inside
the coffee shop they were patronizing at the time
without trying to offer assistance to the victim.
Gretchen Cox Fullerton

Above: Pearl, dressed as the wicked witch of the west, holds the Observer while the wicked witch of the east (one
of her nieces) is under the house. They are surrounded by other family members all dressed as characters from the
“Wizard of Oz.” All eleven family members met in New Orleans for Mardi Gra Day where they walked the Zulu
parade route on St. Charles Ave. to the French Quarter. “Many people stopped us to take photos,” said Pearl.

Bluebirds
Thank you so much for the nice way
you organized the story about
Bluebirds (Early February Observer page
7). There are many of these birds
around town and my fingers are
crossed that they can all find natural
cavities or safely placed bird houses for
nesting this Spring and Summer. This
should lessen the sad calls I usually
receive.
Susan Bulger Fullerton
ED: Reach the Bluebird Society for
more information at www.nabluebirdsociety.org or Suebulger@gmail.com.

A Valuable Resource
I just finished reading my most recent issue of this paper and sat for a few
minutes to reflect on how fortunate Fullerton is. I have been reading the
Observer since the first issue and have watched it grow and grow in size,
events covered, quality and readability.
We moved to Palm Springs in 2000 but maintained our paper copy subscription. It is mailed regularly and I love reading it and have kept up-to-date
with much that has happened in Fullerton over these past 19 years. It is my
hope that the residents of Fullerton recognize what a treasure they have in
this paper. I also subscribe to my local paper, The Desert Sun, which over the
years has become smaller, less interesting, covers the entire Coachella Valley,
and thus provides less local information. Now that it is owned by USA Today
there is even less local news. However, there are some good ads.
Please, residents of Fullerton, do not take for granted this wonderful
resource. You are so fortunate.
Diane Ross Former Fullertonian
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REST IN PEACE WE REMEMBER YOU

Reuel “John” Vombaur Jr.
John led a loyal and principled life and
On Sunday, March 3, 2019 Reuel
“John” Vombaur Jr., a loving husband and was a true gentleman, whose leadership
father of four beautiful children, peaceful- gained great respect from everyone that he
met along his many journeys. John met
ly passed away at 81 years of age.
John was born on July 15, 1937 at LDS the love of his life and married his gorgeous wife, Georgene
Hospital in Salt Lake City,
(Jensen) Vombaur in 1958.
Utah to Reuel John Vombaur
Together, they had four
and
LaPreal
(Bateman)
wonderful children, Jack
Vombaur and is preceded in
and his wife, Laura
death by his sister Doris Jones.
Vombaur, Chris and his
John attended the University
wife, Susan Vombaur,
of Utah and Westminster
Peggy and her husband,
University and was an enthusiMichael Palmer and Amy
astic Beta Theta Pi, where he
and her husband, Dan
was always the life of the party
N y k o l a y k o .
with his tall tales and witty
Grandchildren,
Justin
humor.
Vombaur, Chase Vombaur,
After receiving an assignRegan Vombaur, Danielle
ment in California, John and
Vombaur, Riley and his
his wife, Georgene relocated to
The family
wife Elizabeth Vombaur
Fullerton in 1972 where he
requests that in and Steven Severance. John
had a successful career as a
Sales and Marketing Executive
lieu of flowers, leaves behind Bella, a Royal
Standard Poodle and Knox,
with Cooper Industries. John
please hug
an Argentinean Dogo.
continued his employment
your loved ones
John was a radiant light
throughout the years in the
Hardware/Home Center busi- longer, hold hands when he entered this world
he was the best husness; he was an icon in the
tighter and say, and
band and father that a famindustry. John was one of the
“I love you”
ily could ever have wished
first executives to work with
for. John’s passing was sorHome Depot and Costco, (formore often.
rowful; yet at the same
merly known as Price Club),
time, it was just as beautiwhen both of their operations
first began in Southern California. After ful as his life.
Many special thanks to Dr. James
retirement, local residents could find John
working the aisles at Fullerton Ace Huang, Dr. Jones and nurse Agatha
Hardware; many knew him as the Ansong for navigating our family through
uncharted waters and always being by our
“Helpful Hardware Man.”
John was a “scratch” golfer, champion family’s side.
As they say on the Hawaiian Islands, “A
bowler and talented musician, but most of
Hui Hou” or “Until We Meet Again”.
all an accomplished chef.

Betty Goodan Blanton Andrews
Surrounded by her loving family in her
home during the early morning hours of
February 28, 2019, Betty Goodan
Blanton Andrews passed in peace into
God’s embrace. She was ninety-five.
She was born October 11, 1923 in Los
Angeles, California to
Tillman Parker Goodan and
Minnie Adele Thorpe. She
attended Fairfax High
School and California
Institute of the Arts where
she persued her degree in
Art.
She met and married Billie
Corder Blanton, a Word War
II pilot in 1945. Together
they bought a house in San
Bernadino, California where
they raised the first three of
their five children: Sharyn
Lee Ely, Sally Ann Williams,
and William Robert Blanton. From San
Bernadino they moved to Whittier. Betty
and Bill had two more children Susan
Lynn Jonas and James Allen Blanton. The
expanding family necessitated a move to a
larger home that took them to Fullerton
in December of 1963. Betty spent the rest

her life as a resident of Fullerton.
In 1978 Betty lost her husband, Bill, to
heart disease after thirty-three years of
marriage. After years of devoting her life
to raising her children at home, she
entered the work force with Bullocks
Department store in La
Habra where she eventually
became a departmental
manager.
In 1984 she was introduced to retired engineer,
Robert L. Andrews. It only
took three weeks before Bob
asked Betty to marry him.
They were married three
months later. They enjoyed
a twenty-one-year marriage
of love, travel, family, and
worship.
Betty is survived by her
five children, her stepdaughter Sally Gill of Mariposa,
California, her nine grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren.
A memorial service will be held for
Betty in the chapel at Evangelical Free
Church in Fullerton on April 4, at 2pm.

MID MARCH

2019

Bob Glenn Ballard
Born: 3/11/1935 Died: 3/3/2019
Bob Ballard, a longtime resident of
Fullerton passed away Sunday, March 3 at
St. Jude Hospital. He was raised in
Bakersfield and was Larry Ballard’s big
brother.
On Valentine’s Day, February 14, 1953,
Bob married his high school sweetheart,
Janice Smith, and together they raised a
family, Steve, Karen, and Dennis.
After graduation from UCLA, Bob
began working for the Bank of America.
He was a valued employee for 47 years,
and then worked 10 more years in banking
with Wells Fargo until retirement.
Bob enjoyed the comradery of his golfing buddies at Alta Vista Golf Club.
He was a devoted dog lover, and always had his special dog by his side.
He took exceptional pride in his home and family, especially his grandchildren, Wesley McDowell and Lindsey Ortiz. He spent many hours cheering
at any game his great-grand daughters, Penny Jo and Harlow were playing.
It didn’t make any difference whether it was soccer, basketball or baseball.
His greatest joy was hearing the sound of their laughter.
His quiet grace and gentle, calm personality will be remembered always by
those who loved him.
There will be a family graveside service where Bob will be laid to rest beside
Jan, who passed away September 26, 2018. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests remembrances be made to the Fullerton Public Library.
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LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call (714) 525-6402

FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 19

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019
ANSWER KEY
“MY 100TH PUZZLE”
on page 7:

The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide valid
licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable for our
family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10 for 50 words or less per issue.
Payment is by check only.
The Observer assumes no liability for ads placed here. However, if you have a
complaint or compliment about a service, please let us know at (714) 5256402. Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to inquire about business licenses.
For contractor license verification go to the California State Contractor
License Board website at www.cslb.ca.gov.

WANT TO RENT

WANT TO RENT 3-BED HOUSE

Family looking to rent a 3-bedroom
house in Fullerton
that accepts H.U.D.
Please call Lara
at (714) 718-4984

SERVICES OFFERED

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE

Reliable and dependable caregiver with
medical experience available. Will come
to your home and care for elderly.
Available days, nights, and weekends at
reasonable rates. Also excellent house
cleaning. Please call Marcie at 714-8532031 or 562-449-7699

HOME REPAIR

LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Fences, Gates, Patio Covers
CSLB #744432.
Free estimates (714) 272-8702

EMPLOYMENT

CITY JOB OPENINGS
(updated February 12, 2019)

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on the
“Apply” link or visit Fullerton City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
•Hazardous Materials Specialist
Full Time $4,785-$6,900/monthly
•Water Production Operator
Full Time $4,290-$5,475/monthly
•Fire Department Utility Worker
$11-$12/hr/no benefits/at will
•Police Officer Trainee
$5,926-$6,599/monthly Full Time.
•Police Officer (Lateral)
$5,926-$7,564/mo. Full Time. Must be
currently employed as a police officer.
FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOB OPENINGS

•Bus Driver Training Classes
Unpaid training
•Bus Driver $19.945 - $25.55/hour
•Bus Driver Trainer
$4,014 - $5,134/mo

FOR SALE

VARIOUS ITEMS

Green Sofa Beds, Large Micro-Oven,
bakes & broils, Large & Medium sized
Oriental Rugs (714) 447-4037

WANT TO BUY

Wanted: OLDER ENGINEERING
& TECHNICAL BOOKS

Engineering, physics, mathematics, electronics, aeronautics, welding, woodworking, HVAC, metalworkingm and other
types of technical books purchased. Large
Collections (25+ books) Preferred. Please
call Deborah (714) 528-8297

ONE AND ALL
Dental implants can replace a single
tooth or several teeth, or support a full
set of dentures. Whichever option the
patient chooses, surgically implanted
titanium cylinders bond with the jawbone to serve as anchors for replacement teeth. While a single tooth
implant replaces the missing tooth’s
root, dental implants can also be used
to support a bridge when several teeth
are missing. In both cases, one of the
chief advantages of an implant is that
neither the freestanding single-tooth
implant nor the implant-supported
bridge require treatment to (or support from) adjacent teeth. If all of a
patient’s teeth are missing, an implantsupported denture can provide rock-

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in Fullerton
and returned to raise
her family here. This is
her 100th Crossword
for the Observer! She
has been contributing
puzzles since 2014.

solid support without slippage since
the dental implants integrate with the
jawbone. There are 3 million people in
the US who have dental implants, a
number that is growing by 500,000
each year.
Do you avoid smiling, laughing out
loud, or eating in public because a
space left by missing teeth may show
or your dentures may slip? If so, dental
implants may improve the way you
feel about your teeth, thus giving you
more reason to smile. We’d be happy
to discuss implants with you to see if
this restoration that looks and feels
like it’s naturally part of your mouth is
right for you. Call us for an appointment.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092
www.paulnelsondental.com

Board of Supervisors Approves Countywide
Suicide Prevention Program
The Orange County Board of
Supervisors announced that it has committed $600,000 of Mental Health
Services Act (MHSA) Prevention and
Early Intervention (PEI) monies for the
creation of a countywide suicide prevention program.
This funding will be given to MindOC,
the fiscal entity of Be Well Orange
County, an initiative bringing together
public, private, academic and faith-based
organizations, as well as others, to create a
coordinated system of mental healthcare

and support for all county residents.
“Be Well OC can make an impactful
difference in helping the community
become aware of warning signs and familiarize themselves with resources like the
National Suicide Hotline, 1-800-2738255, so they can be there for a friend or
loved one when it matters most,” said Dr.
Jeffrey Nagel, OC Health Care Director
of Behavioral Services.
Learn more by visiting:
www.ochealthinfo.com/suicideprevention

Anti-Semitic Actions at Teen Party
& Where to Find Help
Newport Mesa Unified School District
high school students posted photos online
of a recent off-campus party showing red
cups set up in the form of a swastika and
surrounding students giving the Nazi
salute. Some of the students involved have
since apologized.
The school district representative indicated that the district was aware of the
postings and while the actions did not
happen on any school campus or school
related function, “We condemn all acts of
anti-Semitism and hate in all their forms.
The district is collecting information and
working with law enforcement and asking
parents to partner in helping their students make good decisions and be respectful of others.”
In response to many calls reporting the
incident to the OC Human Relations, the
non-profit which works to foster understanding among the diverse population of
the county, posted the following message
on their website:
“This weekend many of you alerted us
to the social media posts that included
anti-Semitic symbols and gestures posted
by local youth.
At OC Human Relations we believe
that all people deserve to live free of violence and discrimination and that every
student deserves a safe place to learn. Even

though these events took place off campus
we know many students will be feeling
their effects as they arrive at school.
We hope our communities come out to
show their support for a safe and inclusive
community where all people are welcomed and that we can repair the harm
done and restore this community.
We are committed to bringing diverse
people together to foster mutual understanding and have reached out to offer our
support.
‘Hate is easy, but love takes courage.’
Let these words guide all of us who are
affected by this and are working to address
it.”
OC Human Relations CEO Alison
Edwards added that “We will offer our
support to the schools involved to help
address this as needed on campus. It
would be my hope that this is an opportunity for these communities to come out
and show their support for a safe and
inclusive community where all people are
welcomed and images and actions like this
are not acceptable.”
OC Human Relations works with
schools to reduce friction on campuses
and foster understanding between diverse
groups. Visit www.ochumanrelations.org to
learn about the available programs or call
Julie Vue at (714) 480-6589
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CONGRATULATIONS!
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BP Wins CIF
Water Polo
Championship
by Giselle Giles
The Buena Park High School Girls
Water Polo team has achieved an historic
milestone in its recent win of the
California Interscholastic Federation
Championship (CIF). Principal Dr. Sonje
Berg described the girls’ achievement as,
“Absolutely amazing!”
The Coyote Girls Water Polo team went
to Anaheim knowing that one win stood
between them and the championship.
The team faced a squad from West
Torrance.
Very early on, the game went a bit sour
for the Coyotes as the Torrance girls
scored on their first advance on offense
about 30 seconds into the match.
However, Buena Park recovered quickly,
scoring on their own first drive, to tie the
game at one each.
For the faithful Coyote fans in attendance, decked out in green and holding
lit-up signs that encouraged “their” girls,
the match became a somewhat comfortable affair into the end of the first half.
Buena Park’s team scored a second, and a
third, and then a fourth and a fifth goal to
raise the score to 5-1 before the two teams
traded goals for a halftime score of Buena
Park 6, West Torrance 2.
The third quarter put a mild scare into
the Coyote crowd, because West Torrance
scored two goals to make the score 6-4.
Then the fourth quarter became fun for
Buena Park High School fans. Two goals
by the Coyotes made the score 8-4. The
fans started to hope that the girls could
hang on to the lead.
Quality play had put the Buena Park
High School girls into that position.
Going into the CIF playoffs, the Coyote
ladies had created a 20-win season against
only seven losses. These players and their
coaches worked very hard in and out of
the pool and at every practice tirelessly
striving to achieve success. The team left
the pool at Anaheim with the champion
plaque in their collective arms.
The players shared how they came to
play for the team and explained the fond-

The Buena Park High School Coyotes Girls Water Polo Team and their coaches celebrate their CIF win at poolside.
ness they found for this particular squad
of champions. Senior Veronica Alatorre
remembers, ironically, “Well I joined
water polo mainly because my friends
made me do it, but there is not one day
that I have had regrets.”
Team goalie Vanesa Navarrete started
playing water polo as an incoming freshman and finished her high school career
with four years of experience. She said, “I
love swimming and being in the water, so
this game was a perfect fit for me.” The
senior Coyote added, “I also like that it is
a team sport so, whether we win or lose,
it’s together.”
The girls won it together but that rise to
the top did not come without significant
determination. Senior Jasmine Garcia,
one of the team’s prolific shooters and
stealers, reflecting the teamwork that
might just have put them into the playoffs, said, “While playing the game, the
main thing that goes through my mind is,
‘What can I do to help my team?’”

All the players expressed their excitement and sentiment about the effort of
the team and the work that paid off in the
form of historic successes that they
achieved this season.
The team has realized its goal with the
guidance of the co-head coaches and the
help of Assistant Coach Aracely Juarez.
Head Coach Shane Lafortune said,
“This program the past three years hadn’t
won more than eight games. Not so good
when you play over 28 games a year.
These girls were used to losing and didn’t
really feel like they were good enough.
But, as the season progressed, they started
to realize how good they were.”
Co-Head Coach Ted Clark praised the
individual team members who have made
a great contribution toward the team.
Principal Berg described his feelings
about the team’s effort and what it means
for female sports on the campus. “The
Girls Waterpolo CIF Championship was a
proud moment for me as a principal.”
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