
Fullerton City Council voted 3-2
(Whitaker and Zahra “no”) to approve a
180-day nighttime paid-parking pilot
program for downtown. The program is
targeted to begin on Thursday, June 6.
Though the program was initially

intended to be 90 days, city staff believed
it was necessary to lengthen it to better
capture more data on parking patterns. 
Included in the April 16 council meet-

ing vote was approval of an agreement
with the company SP+ Municipal Services
for parking management and services to
implement the program. 
Total cost of the 24-week pilot program

is $156,400, which includes a one time
start-up cost of $34,770, and an on-going
per week expense of $5,068 for rented
equipment, staffing and operations pro-
vided by SP+.  

The start-up expenses of the pilot pro-
gram are expected to be recouped leaving
a small profit for the city.
The pilot program will include 1,907

spaces in 9 surface lots and 2 parking
structures. A $5 fee will be charged from
9pm to 1am on Thursdays, Fridays, and
Saturdays. 
According to a study done by SP+ in

February there were 1,361 vehicles park-
ing in the affected lots over the three night
period. At that rate the city would make a
profit of $1,737 per week after expenses. 
Following the pilot program, if paid

parking continues, profits after expenses
would be about $90,300 a year (more or
less depending on whether the days,
spaces or hours are expanded, and down-
town visitors are willing to pay $5 to
park).  

“Downtown Fullerton is an entertain-
ment district,” said Development
Director Ted White at the April 16 city
council meeting. His presentation, which
is part of the ongoing “Downtown Game
Plan,” proposed new regulations for busi-
nesses selling alcohol and offering enter-
tainment. The changes are expected to
create better oversight and enforcement
and include a process for businesses that
violate the terms.
The council adopted the new regula-

tions, with Mayor Jesus Silva, Mayor
Protem Jennifer Fitzgerald and
Councilmember Jan Flory voting in favor,
and Councilmembers Ahmad Zahra and
Bruce Whitaker voting against. 
By the same vote, existing business with

ABC licences will get a 12-month waiver
of application fees related to the new reg-
ulations.  This will result in an estimated
loss of revenue to the city of between

$40,000 and $80,000.
Downtown Fullerton has 62 ABC

(Alcohol and Beverage Control) licenses,
including 55 restaurant licenses (22 for
beer and wine and 33 for full bar).  The
remainder, including the micro-brewery,
have special designations.
Thirty-five of the 62 locations close at

or before midnight while 22 continue
operations after midnight and provide
entertainment. 
The old permit for alcohol-related busi-

nesses had 50 points and conditions,
while the new one has 13. A conditional
use permit (CUP) is  required of those
places that serve alcohol and offer enter-
tainment.  
No owners of such businesses spoke at

the meeting, but three citizens spoke
against the new regulations, questioning
why the previous rules had not been
enforced. 
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Paid Parking Approved Downtown

Continued on page 4

YOUNG APP CREATORS HONORED: Over 475 Fullerton School District students in grades 2nd through 8th took on the 
challenge and developed ideas for apps that will make a difference in the world. Pictured above a parent takes a snapshot of the Laguna
Road School app developer teams: Teacher Helper (Sara Gold & Jolie Coen); #Earth (Dana Lee, Julie Liu, Kailey Chi, & Sarah Ryu;

Radical News (Caleb Kim, Tyler Pham, Thomas Oltman, & Michael Coglianese;  Story Tales (Sania Desai & Avery Carley);
Remember Me (Camillo Escuin, Caleb Lee, Maddie Lambros, & Samira Valdez);  Noble Box Charity (Gianna Rochlitz, Allison Reed,

Mackenzy Jung & Samantha Dye); Multi Tasking Chores (Riya Macwan, Aly Chow, Isabella Kim, & Alexis Bordwell). 
The students were honored by California 29th District Senator Ling Ling Chang at an awards ceremony on April 15 at Nixon Library.

Continued on page 5

Free Resource Fair 
& State of the City
Saturday, May 11

A community event featuring free food,
entertainment, fun, educational interac-
tive booths, and a State of the City
overview presented by Fullerton Mayor
Jesus Silva and city officials will take place
on Saturday, May 11 from 10am to 1pm
at the Downtown Plaza, next to the
Fullerton Museum Center on E. Wilshire.
The resource fair includes booths from

civic, cultural, arts organizations, schools
and businesses and will feature free activi-
ties, treats and information. 
In the State of the City address, Mayor

Silva will present highlights and goals for
the future. The event is co-sponsored by
the city and the Fullerton Collaborative
which in the past has presented the annu-
al Faces of Fullerton event. 
The non-profit Collaborative is a

diverse group of non-profits, school dis-
tricts, and civic and business organizations
which works within the community with
the goal of creating an economically
secure, healthy, safe, and harmonious
environment where all children and adults
can enjoy a promising future. The group
works to develop programs on health and
wellness, at-risk-youth, homelessness, and
education.  For more information visit
www.fullertoncollaborative.org

OC Point in Time 
Finds 308 Unsheltered
Homeless Individuals 
Living in Fullerton

The County of Orange released the
2019 Point in Time results on April 24.
More than 1,000 volunteers counted
6,860 individuals experiencing homeless-
ness across Orange County. Of those,
2,899 were sheltered while 3,961 were
unsheltered. 
In Fullerton, 308 homeless individuals

were found to have no shelter and 165
were sheltered. Fullerton registered the
third highest number of unsheltered
homeless people in the county - after
Anaheim (694) and Santa Ana (830).
The 2019 OC Point In Time count

used new methodology and tools to gath-
er real-time data using a secure mobile
app. The count also included a survey for
those willing to participate.  Those sur-
veyed were also able to self-report if they
had substance abuse issues, serious mental
health issues, or a physical disability,
amongst other  factors.
According to the report, of those indi-

viduals agreeing to be interviewed: 311 are
veterans, 271 are ages 18 to 24, 677 are
seniors 62 or over. There were 110 families
with 244 children among the unsheltered
homeless. 663 individuals stated that their
last permanent address was in a north
Orange County city. Over half have a
family in the county, 22% were currently
working full or part time while 55% were
unemployed, and over 72% were current-
ly or had previously worked in the county.
32.9% of the unsheltered homeless self-
reported suffering from substance abuse
issues, 30.8% have a physical disability,
and 26.5% suffer mental health issues.
The final report on the 2019 Point in

Time count will be submitted to HUD on
April 30.  More information at
www.everybodycounts.org. 

NEW RULES FOR ALCOHOL-RELATED
BUSINESSES by Judith Kaluzny
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What’s Happening at Rancho La Paz
is Part of a National Trend

The situation at Rancho La Paz Mobile
home park, which includes parts of
Fullerton and Anaheim, in which resi-
dents were slapped with 40-60% rent
increases when a new owner took over, is
part of a much larger national trend,
according to a recent report. This trend
was also the subject of a recent episode of
John Oliver’s “Last Week Tonight.” 
A recently-released report

by Manufactured Housing
Action, a national group of
manufactured homeowners,
entitled “Private Equity
Giants Converge on
Manufactured Homes: How
Private Equity is
Manufacturing Homelessness
& Communities are Fighting
Back” takes a deep dive into
this growing national prob-
lem. Read the entire report at
www.MHAction.org.
Here are some facts from the report:
•Manufactured home communities

provide affordable homes to 18 million
people across the country, including sen-
iors on fixed incomes, low-income fami-
lies, and veterans.
•In these communities, homeowners

own their homes but rent the land on
which their homes sit from a community
owner. For most residents, it is nearly
impossible to move because the structures
cannot withstand the move, the costs of
moving them are unaffordable, and find-
ing a new spot is untenable. When com-
munity owners raise the lot rents, resi-
dents are trapped, choosing between pay-
ing rent and abandoning their home.
•The top 50 private equity firms and

institutional investors now own around
150,000 mobile home parks.

•Within the last few years, some of the
largest private equity firms, real estate
investment firms, and institutional
investors in the world including
Blackstone with $457 billion in assets,
Brookfield with $283 billion in assets,
Apollo Global with $270 billion in assets,
and Carlyle with $212 billion in assets,
and others, have made investments in

manufactured home com-
munities in the US. 
•Mobile homeowners with

limited ability to move
means steady, rising rents
and limited maintenance
costs for investors especially
in communities in which the
park owner simply rents
pads and leaves upkeep of
the homes to the homeown-
er. 
•Private equity investors

see an opportunity to buy
mobile home parks from mom-and-pop
owners, who have kept rents low, and then
dramatically increase rents to quickly
increase profits.
•In recent years, US Government-spon-

sored Federal National Mortgage
Association (commonly known as Fannie
Mae) has provided billions of dollars in
financing to private equity firms and insti-
tutional investors to acquire manufac-
tured home companies. “While Fannie
Mae characterized the $1 billion loan to
Yes! Communities [with major stock
holder the government of Singapore] as
supporting affordable housing, it is
unclear whether the mortgages actually
include requirements that limit rent
increases or otherwise ensure that the
manufactured housing communities
remain affordable to residents.

What’s in it 
for Lupe?

“Why aren’t you afraid?” many peo-
ple have asked Lupe Ramirez, who has
spearheaded the effort to achieve fair-
ness for homeowners at Rancho La Paz
Mobile Home Park who were recently
faced with 40% to 60% increases in
space rent. Lupe is not one of the
homeowners who will have to sell their
homes and move out. She has enough
to cover the new proposed $1,100 to
$1,200 space rent. So what is her
motivation?
“I looked around at the majority of

my neighbors who are in a panic about
the increase that they cannot afford on
their fixed incomes, and I had to do
something. I just couldn’t stand by
and watch them hurt,” she said.
She also has no fear of retaliation

from the predatory park owner for her
organizing efforts because, as she says,
“As a person diagnosed with Lukemia,
what more do I have to lose?”

Lupe Ramirez speaking to her 
neighbors at Rancho La Paz.

PHOTO JERE GREENE

What Fullerton Can Learn from San Juan Capistrano 
About 110 cities statewide have rent sta-

bilization measures in place for mobile
homeowners. San Juan Capistrano is the
only Orange County city that has rent
control for mobile homeowners. 
The purpose of the Mobile Home Rent

provisions is to eliminate the imposition
of excessive rents while at the same time
providing park owners with a just and rea-
sonable return on property.
The San Juan Capistrano city ordi-

nance, originally passed in 1978, has
stood against challenges in court by the
mobile home park owners industry
including Robert Coldren (also a player in
the Rancho La Paz rent increase and part-
ner with Saunders and Cirillo in Pacific
Current Partners founded in 2013). 
An unsuccessful attempt was brought

by Coldren for his client, Richard Worley
in 2016 who had recently purchased El
Nido Mobile Estates and wanted to
impose an increase of $403 per space in
order he said to “recoup his investment.” 
San Juan Capistrano City Council ulti-

mately allowed a rent increase of $37.
Today lot rents at El Nido for 2 and 3

bedroom homes range from $640 to $752
per month with allowed annual increases
tied to a percentage of CPI (Consumer
Price Index) which is generally around
3%.
Exceptions are made with

proof of necessary improve-
ments agreed to by 50% of
the residents of the park. Rent
increase is not applied to
leased properties.
Hearings before the  city’s

Housing Advisory Committee
are allowed under part of the
ordinance for either park
owners or mobile homeown-
ers where either party
involved may petition to pro-
vide any books, records, and papers
deemed pertinent. After considering all
evidence presented, a recommendation is
made to city council. 
Fullerton and Anaheim could protect

mobile homeowners in the two cities by
copying the ordinance that has worked so
well in San Juan Capistrano.
The language can be found in the

municipal code Article 9. Mobile Home
Rent Control 
Sec. 2-2.901. Findings:
The Council finds and determines that:
(a) There is presently, within the City

and the surrounding areas, a
shortage of spaces for the
location of mobile homes,
resulting in a low vacancy
rate and rising space rents.

(b) Mobile home owners
have invested substantial
sums in their mobile homes
and appurtenances.

(c) Alternative sites for the
relocation of mobile homes
are difficult to find, and the
moving and installation of

mobile homes are expensive, with possi-
bilities of damage to the units.
The Council, accordingly, does find and

declare that it is necessary to protect the
residents of mobile homes from unreason-
able space rent increases, recognizing the
need of mobile home park owners to
receive a fair, just, and reasonable return. 

Fannie Mae has
provided billions
of dollars in
financing to 
private equity
firms  to acquire
manufactured

home 
companies.

WHAT CAN BE DONE?
The report lists several actions that

community owners and policymakers
must make to protect manufactured home
residents. Here they are:

1) Preserve Affordability: The critical
mechanism for protecting residents from
exploitation and preserving affordability is
to stabilize rent and fees, including lot
fees, rents paid by tenants, and utility
costs. Local and state government should
establish rent regulations to stabilize rents
and protect against unconscionable rent
hikes. Such regulations allow for reason-
able and gradual rent increases.

2) Prohibit Unjust Evictions: In addi-
tion to rent hikes, a key strategy of corpo-
rate community owners is aggressive evic-
tion. If evicted, manufactured home own-
ers can often only resell their home for a
fraction of what they paid for it or cannot
resell at all and hand it over to the corpo-
rate owner. To prevent “eviction mills” we
need “Good cause eviction laws.”

3) Ensure Safe and Healthy
Community Maintenance: Another
mechanism for extracting short term prof-
its out of these communities is limited or

even decreased maintenance. Local, state,
and federal government must ensure that
community owners are held to a strong
code of maintenance, implement trans-
parent systems for residents to have input
on maintenance, and have on-site man-
agers.

4) Ensure Residents Fair and Equal
Treatment: Local, state, and federal gov-
ernments must ensure residents are pro-
tected from: retaliation for organizing
their neighbors, speaking up, complaining
about community conditions, or other-
wise attempting to enforce their rights or
protect their community; fraudulent or
exploitative lease terms; corporate com-
munity owners serving as exclusive real
estate agents and controlling homeowners’
right to sell their homes, which often
leaves residents with no choice but to
abandon their homes, while corporate
community owners benefit at their
expense.

5.) Institute Transparent, Meaningful
Complaint Procedures for Residents:
Residents need a clear path to report
problems with health and safety risks,
mismanagement, lease provisions, invoic-
es, and any other problems in their com-
munities. 

6.) Provide a Meaningful Path for
Resident or Public Community
Ownership: A critical step to protecting
the affordability, viability, and safety of
manufactured home communities is cre-
ating a path for residents or non-profit or
public agencies to own them. Around the
country, cooperative ownership of manu-
factured home communities has proven to
work. When residents own their commu-
nity, families and seniors can afford to stay
and they invest in their community, its
buildings, amenities, and infrastructure.
State government can provide a meaning-
ful path for resident or public ownership.

7.) Stem Predatory Investments: We
must ensure that the government is using
its powers to protect low-income people
from predatory investments and is not
pressured by investors to support wealth
extraction from low-income communi-
ties. Manufactured housing is one of the
three underserved markets that Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac are required to
serve as part of their obligations under the
Duty to Serve Program. Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac must increase financing
opportunities for residents, government
entities, and nonprofit organizations to
purchase manufactured home communi-
ties.

Rancho La Paz homeowners trying to stay in Fullerton. PHOTO JERE GREENE

San Juan
Capistrano is
the only

Orange County
city that has
rent control 
for mobile
homeowners
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by Jane Rands

Residents of Rancho La Paz Mobile
Home Park formally organized as Rancho
La Paz Mobile Home Park Homeowners
(RLPH) Chapter 75 of the Golden State
Manufactured Homeowners League
(GSMOL) on April 15.
When they convened to vote on the

leadership for their new GSMOL chapter
the atmosphere was hopeful. The lead
organizing homeowner, Lupe Ramirez,
announced that 100 residents had already
become dues paying members of GSMOL
and 25 more would join that night. 
GSMOL representative Mary Jo

Baretich lauded the residents for the
attention they brought to the situation at
their park saying, “This is the most pub-
licity I have ever seen.”
Ramirez said “it’s not just me who start-

ed this” as she pointed out the residents in
attendance who helped to “win” the tem-
porary stop to the lot rent increases and
create the opportunity for residents to
speak and begin negotiating with the park
owner. Seven of the people recognized
were approved by the audience to carry
out negotiations with the park owner on
behalf of all the homeowners.
Nominations from the floor for the four

LOCAL & REGIONAL NEWS

Rancho La Paz Homeowners Organize Anaheim’s Council put on the agenda for
April 2 an emergency 3% limit on rent
increases. But a 4 to 3 majority of the
council “tabled” the item after the park’s
owner agreed to postpone the rent
increases until September 1 and to discuss
with residents a plan to phase-in the
increases.
Rancho La Paz owner, John Saunders,

met with about 150 residents on April 5
for 3 hours to answer questions and to
provide some clarity on what he intends
to do with the park, the lot rent increases,
and his offer for a subsidy for qualifying
residents. On April 12 he followed up
with a letter to the homeowners reiterat-
ing some key issues they had discussed.
In the letter, Saunders stated his plan to

negotiate with a committee of residents
selected by the residents to devise a grad-
ual rent increase to, at a minimum, “cover
(Saunders’s) expenses, including property
tax, debt service and operation costs, by
the fall of 2021.” He said “no long-term
resident will be forced from the park” due
to rent increases, “So long as we (Rancho
La Paz ownership) are treated fairly.”
He also agreed to revise the original rent

subsidy application that requested person-
al bank account information, value of all
jewelry and furniture owned, years of tax
returns, health issues and other questions

At Left:
GSMOL 

representative 
Mary Jo

Baretich (with
microphone)
administered a
pledge to the
nominees of the
new non-profit.
Secretary Kathy
Kral, President
Lupe Ramirez,
VP Roger

Brannen, and
Treasurer June
Perez were
elected with a
resounding
“Yes” by the
audience 
of  fellow
homeowners.

perceived as unnecessarily obtrusive by
residents - including the names, addresses,
phone numbers, emails, income levels,
and employers of all relatives not living
with them. He also said that the subsidy
will be available to more than the 12% of
the residents initially proposed, which
may or may not be renewed after one year.
He agreed to standardize the space

rental costs at $1,100 per month for new
residents at least until July 1 so homeown-
ers wishing to sell would know what to
tell perspective buyers. He also stated in
the letter that he “will work with the
Residents Committee to hold off resale
space rent increases for a reasonable peri-
od while a home is in the escrow process.”
Saunders says he does not plan to con-

vert the park into an all-ages park “provid-
ed there is no rent control or similar meas-
ures.” He also does not plan to purchase
homes in the park, and does not plan to
redevelop Rancho La Paz to another use
for “as long as (he) can make a reasonable
return.”

GOING FORWARD
The Kennedy Commission, an afford-

able housing advocacy group, will support
the homeowners’ efforts with legal assis-
tance, elder-rights information, and advo-
cacy for residents with disabilities, who
may become homeless. They will also
work with other mobile homeowners in
parks in Anaheim, Stanton, and
Westminster to ask for support from
County Supervisors to help stabilize rents.
Pres. Ramirez encouraged residents to

continue to call and write State Assembly
Members to support Assembly Bill (AB)
705 to prevent the conversion of mobile
home parks that will result in a loss of
low-income housing, and AB 1482 to set
rent caps and other provisions to prevent
displacement of renters.
Ramirez announced that Meals on

Wheels will begin delivering meals to res-
idents in the park. Also, some audience
members stood to announce churches and
individuals, including Anaheim’s District
1 City Councilmember Denise Barnes,
who are delivering food for residents col-
lected from the surrounding community.
RLPH will also be working toward an

option to purchase the park, which
Ramirez called  “pie in the sky.”

Sacred Kizh Burial Site Dedicated
in Downtown Los Angeles by Jesse La Tour

to leave them in situ—leave them as-is.”
The native ceremonial beads buried

with the remains were unique because of
the material, style, and design of each
bead. Some were shaped as Tamet, or sun
symbols, which today archeologists call
cog stones.
“They’re sun symbols, utilized by royal

families,” Salas said. “So this family that
was buried here—mother, father, and
child—they come from a prominent,
royal family.”
According to Salas, this whole area sur-

rounding the sycamore tree (which was
cut down decades ago) and what is now
Union Station “was like Arlington

The dedication ceremony began with the burning of sage and a prayer.

RLPH leadership positions were approved
by a show of hands. Ramirez was elected
as the President of RLPH along with
Roger Brannen as Vice President, June
Perez as Treasurer, and Kathy Kral as
Secretary. Baretich administered a pledge
to the new chapter members to “cooperate
and support” the elected leadership to
which all responded, “Yes!”

BACKGROUND
Earlier this year, when park residents

received notice of lot rent increases of
between 40% and 60% from the park’s
new owner, they banded together to figure
out what they might do. Any rent increase
would be a strain on the 55-plus commu-
nity of mostly retired mobile homeown-
ers, with over 70 living on fixed incomes.
Many planned to live there for the
remainder of their lives, but increases of
this magnitude could cause some to have
to sell their homes and move.
On March 19, Rancho La Paz residents

attended the Fullerton and Anaheim City
Council meetings to ask for help from the
two cities in which the park resides.
Fullerton’s Council postponed a discus-
sion about rent stabilization or some other
way to help the residents until July.

Back in 2017, the Los Angeles
Department of Transportation (LADOT)
was digging up a stretch of Commercial
St. for underground cables, when they
came upon human remains that were
buried with sacred objects.
According to Andy Salas, son of Ernie P.

Teutimez Salas, chief of the Kizh tribe, the
remains were over 3,000 years old.
“They were ancient remains,” Salas said.

“So they called me and I was able to
engage and give recommendations on
how to go about treating the site. We
came to an agreement that we were going

Cemetery, where known shamans,
known priests, people of authority were
buried here,” Salas said.
“When the first settlers arrived at this

location, and they saw the Indians pray-
ing next to this tree, they believed they
were worshipping the tree. But it wasn’t
the tree they were worshipping. They
were praying for the loved ones, and the
ancestors who were buried here,” Salas
said.
This was not the first Kizh burial site

commemorated in downtown LA. In
1996, Andy’s father Ernie oversaw a
reburial of 16 bodies that were unearthed
during a renovation at Union Station.

Members of the Kizh-Gabrieleno tribe, the original inhabitants of the Los Angeles
basin and north Orange County, dedicated a spot at the corner of Commercial and
Vignes in downtown LA that was a sacred burial ground and the former site of the large
El Aliso sycamore tree, on April 16. The plaque, which was placed by the tribe and the
City of Los Angeles, reads:

Here once stood the grandest of all sycamore (sha’var) trees measuring 60 feet high 
with a canopy spreading 200 feet wide. The tree was given the Spanish name of El Aliso.
The original inhabitants of this area, the Kizh (Keech) or Gabrieleno were known as 
the people of the willow houses. These indigenous people have occupied this land for over
12,000 years. Their once peaceful life was forever changed by the California Mission Era.
Always important in their history is this tree which once served as a site of worship, 
gathering, and prayer for the Kizh. Native leaders would travel from as far away as
Yuma, Arizona to unite at this sacred site. This too-nas-gna, or sacred burial place, 
is home to many Kizh burials as it once stood at the center of one of the largest 

Kizh villages, Yangna, now known as Los Angeles. 
While El Aliso is long gone, the shade it provided no longer available and the memory of
the conversations under its branches long lost, its significance to the Kizh is not forgotten.
While its physical presence is gone, the oral history handed down through the generations

has kept its beauty and story alive in the Kizh people.
This plaque is dedicated by the city of Los Angeles to the original native inhabitants

of this area, the Kizh many of whom are still alive today.
- Chief Ernie P. Teutimez Salas, April 2019
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
by Jesse La Tour

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video 

of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast 
at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon. 
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.

Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

April 16 City Council Meeting
(Next meeting Tuesday, May 7 at 6:30pm) 
Come see your local government in action!

TROY HIGH WINS MAYORS CYBER CUP
Mayor Jesus Silva presented students from Troy High School with a trophy for win-

ning the Orange County competition of the California Mayor’s Cyber Cup, a cyber
defense competition. The California Mayors Cyber Cup (CMCC), an initiative of the
California Cyberhub, utilizes cyber competitions to spread awareness about cybersecu-
rity and the many opportunities that exist within that field. Troy High was also hon-
ored for being National Champions of the 2019 CyberPatriot competition, beating out
6,300 other teams from around the country.

Parkers arriving at or after 9pm in the
affected lots will be subject to a $5 fee on
weekends. Parkers will also have the
option to pay by app.  Anyone parked
prior to 9pm will not be subject to the fee
but must still register their license plate
number in a kiosk station located in the
lot or structure in which they are parked.  
The city already has kiosks in the

SOCO structure, which will now be uti-
lized for the first time. During
the first two weeks of the pilot
program, enforcement person-
nel will provide courtesy warn-
ings and information about the
pilot program to vehicles iden-
tified for non-payment.
Beginning the third week and

on-going through the remain-
der of the pilot program,
enforcement personnel will
monitor and issue citations to
vehicles identified for non-payment. Both
city parking enforcement and SP+ staff
will be able to issue citations.
Part of the program includes a $60,000

purchase by the police department of two
high-tech license plate readers (LPRs) “for
use by City parking control officers and
aides to increase the efficiency of citywide
parking enforcement,” according to the
staff report. “LPR technology provides for
an efficient way to identify and cite those
vehicles that do not pay the required fee. 

SP+ will provide two vehicles equipped
with LPR systems for the duration of the
pilot program…Unlike with manual
chalking, license plates can be read digital-
ly from either side of the car.”
In addition to the daily count informa-

tion from kiosk use, three broader parking
counts will be taken on Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday nights for purposes of data
collection.
During the pilot program, some short-

term (no-fee) parking areas
will be identified for pick-up
and delivery in each surface
lot that abuts certain busi-
nesses who’s owners stated at
an earlier council meeting
that the paid parking would
negatively impact their busi-
ness.
This pilot program is part

of a larger “Downtown
Game Plan” which also

includes new regulations for downtown
bars (see article on frontpage).
The stated goals of the program, are to:
1) Collect data and feedback regarding

parking behaviors in Downtown and any
potential impacts to businesses and sur-
rounding residential communities as a
result of the introduction of paid parking. 
2) Demonstrate that parking fees have

the potential to be a revenue source that

Paid Parking Approved Downtown
Continued from frontpage

Parkers 
arriving in 
the paid lots
before 9pm 
pay no fee, 

but are required 
to register their
license number.

Public Comments
The plight of those who live in their

vehicles. A woman who lives in her RV
said that the overnight parking tickets she
keeps receiving are a hardship for her. “It’s
like we’re being discriminated against,
harassed, targeted,” she said. “This is the
third time I’ve come in to talk with you,
and I’m hoping you can do
something…I’m trying to get off the
street and into housing and this is not
helping at all.”
Klimpel Manor: John Murray, who

lives at Klimpel Manor, a low-income sen-
ior apartment complex downtown, said
that the management company has

repeatedly violated its agreement with the
city pertaining to rent increases and other
issues. Tony Briggs, another resident, said
that a year ago, the management made
illegal rent increases, John led the charge
against it, and they reversed them.
However, “they are doing it again.”
Round-Up: A few local residents said

that Orange County and the city of
Fullerton should stop using Round-Up
weed killer, like the city of Irvine recently
did. Liz Savage pointed out that LA
County board of supervisors also stopped
using it because of the poisons present in
the popular product.

Grant Funding for New Water Well Construction
Council approved a resolution for a

grant application to the US Department
of Interior, Bureau of Reclamation under
the WaterSMART Drought Response
Program to obtain $300,000 in funding
for a new water well construction project.
The Grant requires 50% matching

funds which will come from the city’s
Water Fund. The preliminary cost esti-
mate for the Well 7A Construction work
was listed as $2.9 million, but Public
Works Director Meg McWade, in answer
to a quesion from Councilmember Flory,
said the actual number is $4 million.
The grant application is for construct-

ing new Well 7A at the city’s Main Plant
to replace existing Well 7, which has been
offline since April 2014. The new well is
expected to be high-producing and will be
drilled to a depth that avoids the Orange
County North Basin contamination
plume.
The City of Fullerton relies on both-

groundwater and imported water for its
water supply. The cost of groundwater is

less than half that of imported water from
Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California. Constructing the new Well 7A
will increase the capacity of the city to
draw from the local aquifer and reduce
dependence on imported supplies, which
are more expensive and sensitive to dry
periods.

Closed Session: Before every public city council meeting, there is a “closed ses-
sion” in which council meets with various parties to discuss items outside view of the
public. During this week’s closed session, council met with representatives of various
public employee unions (police, fire, city employees) to negotiate salaries, benefits, and
working conditions. Council also met with legal counsel to discuss the case Orange
County Catholic Worker et al v. Orange County et al (the ongoing court case regard-
ing the county’s lack of homeless shelter and services).

Continued on page 5

Sports Fields
Questions about allocation of city

sports fields at Clark Park were brought
up by Mayor Silva and Mayor Protem
Fitzgerald. Parks & Rec Director Hugo
Curiel said that the city currently pro-
grams Clark Park for the county. At the
end of this fiscal year a longterm agree-
ment with the county, which is expected
to include maintenance costs, will be
negotiated. The agreement will be coming
to the Parks & Rec Commission at its
May 13th meeting at 6:30pm at City
Hall. The eight partnership leagues have
been notified. Fitzgerald asked that all
sports groups be notified. 



can be reinvested in Downtown opera-
tions and maintenance. 
3) Inform and assist in determining the

feasibility of a more permanent approach
to paid parking on city-owned parking
assets in Downtown.
Councilmember Flory asked why the

“180-day the program comes with a three
year agreement with SP+” and was told
that was included in case council should
later decide to implement a permanent
paid parking program.
During public comments, Angelo &

Vinci’s owner Cynthia Peck said though
she wasn’t against the program, she was
concerned for her employees and cus-
tomers that the violent element might be
pushed north by the paid parking pro-
gram. She asked the city to be watchful.
Joshua Ferguson expressed concern

about privacy issues surrounding the
license plate reader technology. “I don’t
think the city should be tracking the
innocuous movements of people,”
Ferguson said. “The government should
do as much as possible to respect the pri-
vacy of the people.”
Jane Rands shared this privacy concern.

“There are two incentives for people to
not park in the [paid] public parking
structures…people won’t want to pay for
what we already pay for through our
property taxes, and they won’t want to
give up their privacy.” She was also con-
cerned that the paid parking would push
late night parkers into surrounding neigh-
borhoods to avoid the fee. 
Both councilmembers Zahra and

Whitaker shared the concern about priva-
cy, and other potential problems the pro-
gram could create. 
A representative from SP+ assured the

council that the city - not SP+, would
own the license plate data and “can do
what they want with it.”

“This is going to be an awful lot of
inflicting pain and inconvenience for very
little benefit, if any,” Whitaker said.
“I don’t see this as something that ulti-

mately will succeed,” Zahra said. “I’m
already dissuaded from going to my usual
hangouts if I have to punch in my license
plate every time. We should be looking to
improving business development rather
than fee collecting.”
Councilmember Flory expressed con-

cern about the inconvenience of having to
scan her license plate every time she
parked, including during non-paid park-
ing hours, but supported the program.
Mayor Protem Fitzgerald supported the

program and suggested expanding it to
daytime. “It makes sense to me that we
ask people to register their cars during the
day…This will allow us to enforce our
current regulations,” she said.
Mayor Silva, who had reservations said,

“This is a pilot program. If it doesn’t
work, I won’t hesitate to pull it. I suggest
we give it a try.” 
Director of Community Development

Ted White defended the program, includ-
ing the license plate scanning “to give us
data to help us better manage parking.”

At the request of Mayor Protem
Fitzgerald, ambient music outdoors will
be permitted until 2am instead of ending
at midnight.  “If the music stops, the
party is over,” Fitzgerald said. “So if a
place is open until 2am, they should be
able to have the music.”
The changes affect permitted uses in

various zones, amendments to the
Administrative Restaurant Use Permit
(ARUP), and include new definitions to
regulate music and entertainment. 
All businesses providing entertainment

will have to obtain permits from the
police department. Entertainment is
defined as dancing, live music by three or
more persons, disc jockey music, a stand-
up comedian, or any other similar activity
involving amplified or reproduced music.  
Entertainment permits must be

renewed each year, but CUPs and ARUPs
continue, as they are attached to the
building. The final vote will occur at the
May 7 council meeting. 
The new regulations, if passed on May

7, will be contained in Fullerton
Municipal Code Title 15, Chapter 15.31

which provides all the operational and
enforcement procedures for businesses in
the city selling alcohol for on-site con-
sumption.   Changes, including new and
amended definitions regarding types of
uses and activities relating to entertain-
ment, will be included in Title 3.08.  
As stated in the agenda report prepared

by Director White and submitted by City
Manager Ken Domer, the intent of the
new ordinance is: ”to ensure that
Downtown Fullerton continues to be an
attractive place for business investment, a
source of community pride and a safe and
inviting place for residents.”
The “Downtown Game Plan,” is an

effort by the city to get control over the
nighttime weekend scene downtown
which costs the city over $1.6 million a
year in added clean-up and enforcement.
Establishing a business improvement dis-
trict is included in that plan, as is a
Downtown paid-parking plan which
council also voted for after approving the
new alcohol plan. Lots of discussion took
place on this topic. See video under
Agendas at www.cityoffullerton.com. 
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Special Meeting on Priorities Draws Criticism
The City of Fullerton hosted a “strate-

gic planning” Special Council Meeting on
April 23, with the purpose of creating a
Mission and Vision Statement for the city
and to update the Priority Policy
Statements based upon the results of the
community stakeholder survey/engage-
ment responses, public comments, and
council direction. A video of the session is
available online at www.cityoffullerton.com 
The stated purpose of establishing these

types of policy statements is to create a
clear framework for prioritizing use of city
resources for city services and programs
during development of the Fiscal Year
2019-20 budget and beyond.
A webpage was added to the city web-

site to encourage public input in this
process and an online community stake-
holder engagement/survey was available
from April 3 to April 17. The strategic
planning webpage also featured an oppor-
tunity for community members to submit
a written statement.
There were 706 responses to the survey

submitted online, which revealed both the
top priorities of residents, as well as some
critique of the city’s performance.
Top priorities listed by those responding

were: Street Paving, Asphalt Repair (pot-
holes), Homelessness, Drinking Water
Quality, Police Response Times, Water
and Sewer Main Maintenance & Repair,
Park & Trail Maintenance, Emergency
Medical Services Response Time, and
Traffic Enforcement.
The online “survey” was criticized by

public commentors at the meeting as not
being well publicized, for being conduct-
ed over too short a time frame, for not
listing critical priorities such as open
space, employee retention, city tree plan,
transparency, emergency shelters, public
transit, and more - and for the un-scientif-
ic set-up and response being insufficient
to judge overall resident priorities.
City staff will compile the input

received and prepare draft Mission and
Vision Statements along with any revi-
sions to the Priority Policy Statements for
council consideration and approval at the
May 7th meeting. 
A Special City Council Meeting

/Budget Study Session is tentatively
scheduled for May 14th and a Budget
Public Hearing tentatively scheduled for
June 4th where a hearing on the proposed
Water Rate Increase will also be held.

CITY COUNCIL NOTES CONTINUED

Paid Parking Approved Downtown continued from page 4

Agenda Forecast
Tuesday, May 7: Regulations for down-

town business selling alcohol; Nightime
Paid Parking program downtown,
Resident Only Parking Wilshire Ave.,
Taxicab Regulations, Raymond Ave Grade
Separation Settlement & Release, St.
College Blvd Grade Separation revised
amendment #7, Measure M2 Grant pro-
gram, Admin Citation Fee Schedule.
Tuesday, May 14: Budget Workshop
Tuesday, June 4: Water Rate Increase

Public Hearing; Budget Public Hearing.

New Regulations for Alcohol-Related 
Businesses Downtown continued from frontpage

How effective has the City of Fullerton been in implementing
these Priority Policy Statements since January 2018?

Fiscal & Organizational Stability

not effective....................................

somewhat effective..........................

very effective................................... 

Public Safety

not effective....................................

somewhat effective..........................

very effective...................................

Infrastructure & City Assets

not effective....................................

somewhat effective..........................

very effective...................................

187

376

42

189

343

85

361

238

22

RESPONSE
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COMMUNITY
SPIRIT FOOD
FESTIVAL

QUESTION:
Where is this relic from the past

(pictured above) located 
and what is it? 

Send your answer to Mike at
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

LAST ISSUE’S QUIZ
Where is this (above) located?

Answer: The historic Amerige Bros
Real Estate office is located across
from City Hall on Commonwealth.

From top left: Farzana Ismail, Mohammad Shahid, Interim Police Chief Robert Dunn,
President of the Islamic Center of Fullerton Mohammad Raghib, and Arwa Elsalihi. 
From bottom left: Seema Aslam, Hier Hoa Cha Tu, and Zakariya Ghazali. 

We also have tissues, so grab one and
wipe away the tears, or, see what is being
done to solve the issues that face us and
maybe even join in and help. Every city
in the world has to deal with something;
let’s get together and make ours the best
town it can be. 
Want to know more than the facts

that we have potholes, traffic, crime, a
need for open space, etc.? Good. Head
to the Downtown Plaza from 10am to
1pm on Saturday, May 11 for the State
of the City & Resource Fair. And hey-
it’s FREE!
Faces of Fullerton is making it fun

this time, with FREE food, entertain-
ment, activities and information and
yes, the State of our City will be detailed
by our Mayor and department heads.
More details on frontpage. 

STATE OF THE CITY: 
Yes We Have Issues

but Faces of Fullerton
is Making it Fun

FULLERTON DOWNTOWN
MARKET EVERY THURSDAY
Finally, Thursday nights are back at the

Fullerton Museum Center & Downtown
Plaza on E. Wilshire.  See you next week
from 4pm to 8:30pm.

Downtown Continues to Evolve
Fullerton began life downtown with

many wooden buildings going up, and
then being torn or burned down. The ‘20s
saw a lot of building and rebuilding with
brick, so many of those have become the
iconic buildings we see today. 
From what I heard from my own dad,

things were happening here in the ‘40s
just before he and his Navy buddies were
shipped out to Europe and then Okinawa
to fight in WWII. In the ‘70s, there were
a few good places to go, but it seemed
things were getting a little dated and pop-
ularity faded in the ‘80s. 
Well, we all know downtown is popular

now, and new guidelines are in the offing
to deal with the many issues that come
with attracting crowds, especially late at
night. Businesses that serve alcohol may
soon need to make sure they comply with
mandates to clean the outside of their
buildings nightly, submit security plans,

and better manage any intoxicated cus-
tomers.
For some time we have heard that paid

parking may be one way to help mitigate
the costs of patrolling downtown, and
many downtown lots will soon test a pro-
gram, charging $5 to park after 9pm on
weekends. The specifics of these changes
are elsewhere in this issue. We can all hope
that these new measures will make our
downtown safer, cleaner, and more enjoy-
able for anyone who enjoys coming down
and spending time in our many great
restaurants, watering holes, and retail
businesses. 

RECREATIONAL SWIM 
Recreational Open Swim is open to
persons of all ages from 6pm to 8pm
on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday;
7pm to 9pm on Tues., and Thurs.;
and from 12:30pm to 2:30pm on

Saturday at the Fullerton
Community Center. $4

LEARN MORE AT www.fastswimming.net

The Islamic Center of Fullerton rented
the Boys & Girls Club facility on
Richman for a free event Saturday April
20 that featured a mash up of compelling
food choices. Authentic Halal, Mexican,
American, Mediterranean, Caribbean,
Pakistani/Indian, Vietnamese, Turkish
and more were all there for the sampling. 
It’s nice to feel welcome, and a friendly

Vietnamese man named Hier immediate-
ly came over with a friendly greeting. He
was manning a food booth and explained
that he also had a food truck and wanted
people to sample his authentic food. 
As I looked around, I also saw a “Free

Donuts” sign and hey, over there, the
FPD was handing out slices of pizza. Bad
move coming here AFTER lunch. Most
of the guests were smarter, as those seen in
the photo at right, and saved their
appetites for the event.
Mohammed Raghib is president of the

Islamic Center of Fullerton and he told us
“Our main purpose to start the Food
Festival is to bring different communities
together to create cultural harmony and
also to create a bond between them by
sharing their food and much more.” 
By all appearances, the goal was

reached, with over 1,000 in attendance
over the course of the day. If you missed it
look for this event next year.

Photo Quiz

Above: A group enjoys the food.

At Left: The Police Cadet Pizza Booth 
was among many serving up 
cuisine of various cultures.

Situated at the center of the ring of Food Booths was a Bounce House for the kids.
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ACROSS
1. Former French currency
7. Outback birds
11. Hwy. cops
14. ___ maneuvers
15. Deep cut
16. Garden tool
17. “Strangers on a Train” actress + 
Italian restaurant on Harbor Blvd.

20. Hook shape
21. They are followed up on
22. Armored vehicles
23. Actress Cannon
24. ___ Lingus
25.”Fresh Air” contributor/professor +
breakfast spot on Bastanchury Rd.
33. Exclusive
34. Judi Dench’s title
35. River to the Rhine
36. “Peter Pan” dog

37. Temperaments
39. Thompson of “Sense & Sensibility”
40. The “I” in T.G.I.F.
41. Frau’s partner
42. Good ___ (Southerner, perhaps)
43. Former judge on “The Voice” 
+ vegetarian cafe on Harbor Blvd.

47. U.F.O. crew
48. Pool start?
49. Regions
52. Surrounding glows
54. Profs’ helpers
57. Golden State Warriors guard
+ Indian restaurant on Chapman Ave.
60. Rolodex no.
61. Baseball player Mel, and others
62. “Wake Up Little Susie” Don & Phil
63. Beast of burden
64. Angry, with “off ”
65. Esteem

DOWN
1. Meter reading
2. German soccer star Marcus
3. ___ and sciences
4. Gov. med. research center
5. Former Atlanta Braves pitcher Buddy
6. Gin fizz teaser?
7. “My word!”
8. Le ___, France (racing town)
9. Scandal-plagued local coll.
10. Get some ___ (zzz)
11. Goatee site
12. Goose sound
13. Pod contents
18. Horse’s hair
19. Low-___ diet
23. Computer info
24. Donations
25. Photo finish?
26. Cheer up
27. Washing machine cycle
28. Be sweet on

29. “Awesome!”
30. Poets’ feet
31. Bouquets, in Spanish
32. Carts without sides for heavy loads
37. Ryan and Tilly
38. Bobby of hockey
39. Some building wings
41. Showoff
42. Witness
44. Jump
45. Light beige
46. Closer
49. Nick and Nora’s dog
50. 66, et al
51. Snaky swimmers
52. Get the pot started
53. La Jolla sch.
54. Drive-___
55. Union activist E.B. “Harry” ___
56. Eye sore
58. Sorbonne summer
59. “Uh-huh”

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019
“BEFORE & AFTER LOCALLY” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

CAPRI SHOES

Arts for Kids at Richman Park 
by Samantha Casey

The CSUF “Arts for Kids” is a free pro-
gram whcih includes weekly hands-on art
lessons for preschoolers to preteens. The
program meets after school
every Tuesday from 3:30pm to
5:30pm at Richman Park, 320
W. Elm in Fullerton. 
The visual arts focus intro-

duces diverse cultural arts and
crafts to engage the communi-
ty in understanding the contri-
butions of all cultures in the
collective creative voice.
Lessons include using clay, col-
lage, drawing, painting, sculpt-
ing and jewelry. For special
occasions, culinary arts and
cultural food traditions are pre-
sented. Each project is created with stu-
dents’ developmental stages in mind. 
Each week the “Arts for Kids” program

has 30-40 participants; projects are
instructor-led by Community Arts
Instructor Andy Friery, with assistance
provided by CSUF Art 380 Service

Learning students supervised by CSUF
Art and Child Development Instructor
Marsha Judd. This program is open to all
children of Fullerton at no cost. Its pur-

pose is to provide an inclu-
sive neighborhood learn-
ing environment that nur-
tures creativity for all and
helps participants develop
a positive and safe com-
munity outlook. Call
(714) 441-3401 for more
information.
The Center for Healthy

N e i g h b o r h o o d s
Winter/Spring Art for
Kids program is held every
Tuesday and the new
Summer Arts and Reading

Camp will be held in June.  The program
is sponsored by the non-profit CSUF
Philanthropic Foundation. Contributions
of any size are welcome. Contact
Elizabeth Eastin eeastin@fullerton.edu or
call (657) 278-5466 if you would like to
donate. 

Above & Below:
Young artists show
off their creations.

At Left:
Kids in the pro-
gram participate in
various art projects.
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Shrey & Shriya Teach Chess 
& Bring Joy to Nursing Home Residents

At Left:

Shrey
and his
young 
sister
Shriya
visit 
residents
of  a
skilled 
nursing 
home
and
teach
them 
to 
play
chess.

People speak many different languages,
but there is a language that is universal:
chess. No matter what language you speak
you can communicate with another per-
son through chess.  
Shrey Gandhi, an eighth grader at Parks

Junior High, and his sister Shriya Gandhi,
3rd grader at Laguna Road are working on
teaching seniors this language. Every week
for over a year, they have both continued
to teach chess to many residents at The

Pavilion at Sunny Hills, a skilled nursing
home in Fullerton.  
When they started the residents had lit-

tle to no knowledge of chess.  Shrey made
personalized handouts for each patient
based on their knowledge and skill level.
Now, Shrey and Shriya are glad to share
that 5 patients are proficient in playing
chess.  
Shrey originally got this idea when he

played chess with disabled children in

At Left:

Tina, a
resident,
contem-
plates
her next
move in
a match
with
Shriya.

India.  He found this experience to be
very rewarding and upon further research,
found out that chess can be a great men-
tal exercise for seniors.  
Shrey feels that working with the resi-

dents of  the nursing home has not only
helped him bond with these patients, but

also to understand how to communicate
with those who have different medical
conditions.  The residents themselves love
playing chess and compete with each
other to win.  Shrey and Shriya aspire to
teach and spread the language of chess to
more people in the future.  

Youth of the Year
Claire Sanchez

Claire Sanchez, 9, is the Boys & Girls
Club of Fullerton Youth of the Year.
She attends the Boys & Girls Club

every day and loves participating in all of
the activities in the STEAM Room
because she can always find her favorite
staff member Destinnee doing cool proj-
ects. She loves helping all the staff and is a
role model to her peers. 
Claire plans to go to college and get a

degree and then become a nurse.

SHHS WINS STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP
Sunny Hills High FFA (Future

Farmers of America) students
brought home the State
Championship title in the area of
Fruit Trees from among nine
teams competing at Fresno State
University on April 13. Sunny
Hills High has 360 students
enrolled in agricultural programs.

At Right: Advisor Brian Kim
with winning student team
Alianah Bass, Daniela

Tanasugarn, Clarisse-Cloe Hamby, 
and Katelyn Black.

TATE HEINLE FINALIST FOR OC VOCAL ARTIST OF THE YEAR by June Ide
“The flower that blooms in adversity 
is the most rare and beautiful of all.”

Fullerton Union High School (FUHS)
Senior Tate Heinle has been selected as
one of only three finalists for the Orange
County Artist of the Year for non-classical
vocal music. Heinle is the only student
from Fullerton High School and the
Fullerton Joint Union
High School District to
receive this honor.
The three finalists were

selected from  13 vocal
music semi-finalists of
among 507 students
competing from 88
Orange County high
schools.  
Inspiration is some-

times found in unlikely
and unexpected places.
Such was the case for
FUHS’s Tate Heinle. For
most of his elementary
and junior high years, he
was an active participant in softball and
soccer and was not involved in the arts
until his freshman year of high school. As
an incoming ninth grader, his father
encouraged him to try the Triple Threat
(singing, dance and drama) program at
FUHS and he has never looked back.

To date, Heinle has participated in 15
musical and drama productions. In addi-
tion to singing, dancing and acting, he
conceived set designs for three shows and
constructed sets for 15. He is the current
president of the Thespian Club and is a
member of the Tri-M Honors Society,
Choral Music Club, and Drama Club on

campus. He applied to and
was accepted to 16 univer-
sities. Clearly, he is no
stranger to hard work and
diligence.
In ninth grade, Heinle

came out as transgender.
He found support in fami-
ly and friends but realizes
that not everyone in his
position is as fortunate. He
wants to advocate on
behalf of transgender
youth by continuing to
audition for male roles and
giving voice to those who
might not have the courage

or support of others.  In the future, he
hopes to gain connections to others who
might be willing to collaborate with him
in reaching more transgender teens and
offering a safe space for help and support.  
Despite adverse times and people, he

has managed to overcome many obstacles

in his young life. A turning point for him
was during his junior year when he decid-
ed to stop trying to please others. It was
during this time that he gained the neces-
sary confidence that allowed him to take
risks and grow as an artist. 
Since then, he has had numerous acco-

lades. A short list of accomplishments
includes multiple superior ratings at the
California State Thespian Festival, being
chosen to perform at the International
Thespian Festival, placing first at the
VoCal Competition, receiving the
Highest Achievement Award at the
M.A.C.Y. (Music and Arts
Commendation for Youth) Awards, being
a finalist for musical theater at the South
Coast Singers Competition, being a
multi-finalist for the SCVA Vocal
Competition Awards, and the current
honor of being one of three finalists for
OC Artist of the Year. 
In the fall, Heinle has committed to

DePaul University in Chicago where he
plans to pursue a BFA degree in theater
arts. In the next five years, he hopes to still
be performing and possibly directing or
teaching high school theater. With the
many talents he possesses as well as his
determination and work ethic, it is safe to
say that this young man has a very bright
future. 

Below: 
Shrey and resident Herman 
deep in the middle of a match



Arnold, a sweet chihuahua, loves playing and
taking long walks. This older boy is full of love
and personality. He can’t wait to meet his forever
family. Will it be you? Come meet him today at
OC Animal Care! For more information call
(714)935-6848 or  see online info at
http://www.ocpetinfo.com
You can also visit OC Animal Care at 1630 Victory Rd., in Tustin, CA 92486.
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Did You Know?
by Genevieve 

1. Contrary to popular belief, Cinco de 
Mayo does not celebrate Mexico gain- 
ing independence as a country. Instead, 
it represents the Mexican victory over 
France at the Battle of Puebla.

2. Cinco De Mayo was recognized as a 
national U.S. holiday in 2005.

3. Traditional Mexican dance is called 
“Baile folklórico.”

4. Cinco De Mayo is spreading to 
places like Australia, too!

Source: https://www.msn.com/en-
us/lifestyle/smart-living/15-interesting-facts-
about-cinco-de-mayo/ssAAw7Lqe#image=8

Celebrating 
Cinco de Mayo in Style

FEATURED PET FOR
ADOPTION by Katie

WHAT’S
TRENDING?

by Sienna

The Cinco de Mayo holiday is a great
way to have fun with family and friends
and dress up in the latest fashion. Some of
the latest trends for clothing styles on
Cinco de Mayo include a variety of
vibrant styles and accessories. 
This special holiday is happy and fun

and can be reflected in your outfit by
wearing bright colors, ruffles, flower and
summer-like patterns. A vibrant outfit
will help you show the fun of the fiesta.
Dressing up can be so much fun! Happy
Cinco de Mayo. Celebrate in style.

Meet Arnold!

Top Destination: The Arboretum

Cinco de Mayo
Fun Facts

YOUNG OBSERVERS
by Francine V

Parks, Sweeps the FSD Softball Season
On April 3, Ladera Vista, Beechwood, and Nicolas came to Parks Jr high to

compete against each other. The teams consisted of 12 to 14 people. There was
about twenty five minutes to finish a game with another school. Only 10 people
went out to the field to play the defense. Parks won all three of those games and
they showed really nice teamwork along with fast-thinking during the game.
However, the team was not perfect during the game. Some players could not catch
a high ball that was in the sky. The game ended with Parks in first, Beechwood
second, Ladera Vista third, and Nicolas was fourth place. During the final game,
on April 10, Parks showed really nice hits and defense and won the final game
against Beechwood by a really close score of 2 to 1. The  audience could see
Beechwood trying their best but they could not defeat the Parks team.  

•Katie Hong: “All
throughout the tour, I found
something that interested
me. One fact that stood out
to me was that the
Arboretum cares for endan-

gered or rare plants from around the
world. I thought that is a very caring thing
to do. In nature, everything relies on one
another. If one species disappears,
whoosh—the whole ecosystem collapses. I
enjoyed the whole tour—learning about
the many different types of plants, the
activities you can do there, and the impor-
tance of the Arboretum. The tour guide,
Fran, was very helpful, and shared a lot of
information with us about the endangered
plant species there and why they are valu-
able. We should enjoy nature while we
can, while we are alive on this planet.
Nature is calming, beautiful, and brings
joy. Although money can seem like every-
thing to people, you can’t buy happiness.
Currently, I am doing a project on defor-
estation, and I have now seen how bad it
is becoming, so why worsen the problem?
This is global. Keep the green space!”

•Genevieve Paden:
“My favorite thing about
the Arboretum is the vari-
ety of amazingly different
plants they have, from
many different biomes.
The guided nature tour
was a wonderful experi-

ence; I would love to do it again! I believe
that the plans to build dorms is not a good
idea at all, because many people come to
the Arboretum to enjoy the wildlife,
myself included.”

•Irene Sheen: “What I
particularly  like most
about the Fullerton
Arboretum is that the peo-
ple behind it have such
great appreciation for
nature. They kindly pre-

serve plants, and care for each and every
one of them. The guided tour that I went
on was absolutely amazing. The tour
guide gave us an inside look on the histo-
ry of this Arboretum, and shared with us
so many unique plants that I never knew
existed. However, by 2020, Cal State
Fullerton University is planning on build-
ing dorms in this Arboretum. I am not in
favor of this idea, for this Arboretum
inspires people to appreciate and respect
nature. It maintains the diversity of plant
life, containing some of the world’s most
rare plants. The Arboretum also educates
people, and brings the community

together.

•Isabelle Madrid: “I
like how the Arboretum
has a lot of beautiful and
endangered plants. I also
like how our tour guide
explained what each

plant is, and how it is endangered.  I don’t
think Cal State Fullerton should build
dorms in the Arboretum because that
means they have to remove the plants-
most of which are almost extinct.“

--------------------------------------------
If you would like to make a comment

on the plan to build or not build on the
Fullerton Arboretum you can do that
online at: https://masterplan.fullerton.edu/

My ten-year-old  cousin from another
country  is coming to visit and wants to
know the places she could go to in
Fullerton.  I was curious to know what
would pop up on top of the search list so I
Googled top destinations in Fullerton.
And the winner is Fullerton Arboretum!  It
is because it showed up in all top searches.
It is great to know that the Fullerton

Arboretum has become a favorite destina-
tion in Fullerton. It is also my favorite
place.  I have spent many afternoons
exploring the beautiful botanical garden
with my family,  watching the ducks and
turtles in the pond and sometimes just sit-
ting on a bench watching the trees. 
I live in the heart of the city where there

are many stores, restaurants, and theaters
that are walking distance from my home.
But of course, where there are buildings,
there are cars and roads that can get pretty
busy. The metro area is filled with air  pol-
lution  and loud noises, so it makes me
long for some quiet and peaceful time. I
feel very lucky to be able to have access to
a botanical garden within our city. 
It is wonderful to be able to stroll in

what feels like many different biomes all in
one place. As much as I am addicted to my
video games and music, I can agree that
once in a while, I need a little break of
peace and quiet exploration, and I am
always intrigued by the different species of
plants and trees when strolling through the
tranquil landscape.  Who doesn’t want to
interact with such a wonderful environ-
ment? 

Since Cal State Fullerton, the owner of Fullerton Arboretum,  wants to
get feedback from people, below is what the Young Observers think.

(Note:  In the last issue, Beomjun was not acknowledged as the author of this
article.  This article is a reprint with his byline). Sorry for the error

RHYTHMO MARIACHI ACADEMY PERFORM FREE at the Fullerton Public
Library Osborne Auditorium, 353 W. Commonwealth 7pm-8pm Monday, May 20. 

SPORTS ROUND UP by Beomjun

(Panther Press Guest Columnist)

With warm, sunny weather starting to
fill our days, I invited the Young
Observers page contributors to a tour of
the Fullerton Arboretum, so we could all
learn more about this amazing world-
class museum of endangered plants and
trees.  I emailed a request for a guided
nature tour and it was granted.  Not
everyone could make the tour date but
those who could had an amazing time.
Mr. Fran Colwell, a volunteer tour

guide, walked us through the different
sections of the garden, sharing many fun
facts and folklore about the plants and
trees in the garden that actually came
from the different parts of the world.
Mr.  Colwell is a retired U.S. Forest
Service Officer who first volunteered to
pull weeds  then became a volunteer
tour guide.  He is now the President of
the Friends of the Arboretum organiza-
tion.  
The guided nature tour is a great way

to enjoy the Arboretum because it tells a
beautiful story.  With the recent news
about plans to replace some plants and
trees with dorms and other buildings, I
think it is best to enjoy this beautiful
garden while it lasts and while this place
is free for all. It might be wise to drop
the $5 suggested donation in the box
because by next year, this garden will no
longer be funded by the government.
(Free guided nature tours take place

on 2nd and 4th Saturdays, 10 a.m.
Entrance to the arboretum is free but a
$5 donation is encouraged).
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BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, 
Fullerton, CA 92832

714-879-5868 x5     www.michellegottlieb.com

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY

MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT

Flowers are blooming! Baseball has started. The days are longer. Even in
Southern California, while the signs are much subtler than for those who live
back east, we still can see different colors and more leaves and know, yes, it is
spring! Why is this important? Spring is a time of re-birth. We see it in nature. 
The major religions noted that as well. It can be a time of re-birth for us. What

do you want to purge as a part of your Spring Cleaning? What do you want to
change and do differently as part of your re-birth? Just because you have a pat-
tern of doing something a certain way, does not mean that you are doomed to
keep doing it that way. You can change!
Just like we can throw away old clothes that do not suit us any more, so can

we ditch old habits! We can change simple things, like drive a different way to
work so that we see new things. Or we can try new foods. Or go to a new place.
Or meet new people. We can change it up! It is scary, but it is possible!
So! Start your spring cleaning and re-birth today. Get rid of that which does

not work and try something new! Who knows where it will take you. But you
just might like it! And, as always, enjoy the journey.

Spring Cleaning: A Time of Re-birth

FULLERTON, RAIL TOWN
Part 2: The Atchison, 

Topeka & Santa Fe Railway
by Brian Yannity

This is the second article in a series about the past, 
present and future of railroads 
in Fullerton and Orange County.

Fullerton’s first depot opened with
the arrival of the first Santa Fe steam
trains in August 1888.  In its early
days, the first entrance into the new
town of Fullerton for most people was
stepping off of the train, and then
walking through a park into the center
of town (seen on the map at left).  
Fullerton was one of several major

Orange County farm towns which
quickly grew alongside the new rail-
road tracks. Railroads served as a
major boost to regional agriculture,
citrus fruit in particular.  The intro-
duction of ice-cooled, and later refrig-
erated, rail cars greatly increased the
market for Southern California fruits,
enabling shipments as far as the
Northeastern US. Fruit packing hous-
es sprung up at strategic locations next
to Orange County railroad tracks. The
discovery of oil in the area in the
1890s led to a new booming industry
that also depended on the railroads to
get its product to market. 

In 1887, the Irvine family won its long legal battle
against the Southern Pacific (SP) Railroad to keep its
track off of their land, as described in the first article in
this series. Soon after, the Irvines granted right-of-way
for the SP’s competitor, the Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railway (AT&SF, popularly known as the
“Santa Fe”), to pass through Irvine Ranch lands on the
way to San Diego. The California Central Railway was
started in 1887 in San Bernardino as a subsidiary of the
AT&SF, and quickly completed a line from Riverside
to Santa Ana. That same year, brothers George and
Edward Amerige purchased ranch lands in what is now
central Fullerton, with the hope that the California
Central would route its train tracks through the area.
At the time, the railroad was planning its new track
connecting the Riverside-Santa Ana line to Los Angeles
from the town of Orange.  As described in the
Fullerton Transportation Center Specific Plan report1:
Fullerton was founded in 1887 by George and

Edward Amerige. At that time, the California Central
Railroad, an ancillary company of the Santa Fe
Railroad, was trying to purchase land for railroad right-
of-way. George H. Fullerton, president of the Pacific
Land and Improvement Company (also an ancillary
company of the Santa Fe Railroad) had been sent west
to assist in the acquisition of land for railroad right-of-
way. George and Edward Amerige discovered that a
likely site for a town was located north of Anaheim.
The brothers began negotiations to purchase 430 acres
of land north of Anaheim at the price of $68,000.
Next, they began talks with Pacific Land and
Improvement, and offered free right-of-way and half
interest in the land if the railroad survey would be
altered to include the proposed town site. George
Fullerton assured them the site would be included, and
the Amerige brothers purchased the 430 acres. As a
result, the town was named after its sponsor, George
Fullerton.
The California Central Railway completed its line

from Los Angeles to Orange, via Fullerton and
Anaheim, in 1888. The same year it also completed the
final connection of the ”Surf Line” link to San Diego.
In 1910, a 5.1-mile “Fullerton Cutoff” line was built
between Fullerton and Atwood to allow a more direct
route for trains traveling between San Bernardino and
LA via Santa Ana Canyon. The AT&SF’s successor,
BNSF Railway, continues to operate dozens of freight
trains on this line each day, along with Amtrak’s Pacific
Surfliner and Southwest Chief plus Metrolink passen-
ger trains through Fullerton.

Original Fullerton depot opened in 1888 (left), and present depot building soon after completion in 1930 (right) 
(PHOTOS FROM LOS ANGELES RAILROAD HERITAGE FOUNDATION ARCHIVES)

At Left: 1889 map showing
communities and rail lines of
northern Orange County
(annotated by author)

The original Fullerton
AT&SF depot building was
replaced by the current Santa
Fe depot in 1930. AT&SF’s
passenger service lasted until
1971, when Amtrak took
over intercity passenger trains
nationwide. Metrolink pas-
senger trains have served
Fullerton since 1994.  The
Fullerton Santa Fe depot is on
the National Register of
Historic Places, and presently
serves about 3,000 passengers
each weekday.

Original Fullerton townsite plan
(Map from Fullerton Transportation
Center Specific Plan, pg. 2-1)

In an upcoming issue of the Fullerton Observer, part 3 of this series 
will explore the local history of the Pacific Electric Railway.



FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 11EARLY MAY 2019 EDUCATION & HOUSING NEWS

Most Valuable Athletes and their coaches: Troy High School Coach Blume and Troy athletes Drew Myers and Cidney Stallworth; 
Fullerton Union High School athletes Rosemary Kehoe and Michael Lopez-Albillar with Coach Nordstrom (at back); 

and from Sunny Hills High School Coach Silva (at back) and athletes Esther Fee and Vincent Silva.

City Track Championships Outstanding Student Athletes by Theresa Harvey
A bright sky greeted competitors at the

29th Annual Fullerton Track and Field
City Championships held on March 16
and sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Fullerton.  The meet, held at Fullerton
Union High School, attracted students
from Troy, Fullerton, and Sunny Hills
High Schools.  The annual competition
provides an opportunity to challenge local
opponents in events ranging from the

100-yard dash to the 1,600-yard relay, to
the mile races.  Other events include shot
put, discus, high jump, and long jump.
Athletes honored as top competitors

and recipients of “Most Valuable Athletes”
were recognized together with their
coaches at the Club’s April 10 meeting.
“Rotary Member Jim Thompson, founder
and organizer of the Annual City Track
Meet, has been the driving force behind

the track meet for many years,” explained
Rotary President, Joe Arnold.  Medals rec-
ognizing first, second, and third place
were presented to athletes competing in
each event. 
A barbecue lunch was hosted for the

students by Rotary Club of Fullerton.
More than 30 Rotarian volunteers assisted
with activities and provided free food for
all competitors.

On May 17, from 8am to 3pm, dozens of executives will swap
their laptops for hammers to compete in a friendly fundraising
contest as they help to build affordable homes for Orange
County low-income families. 
The 11th annual Leaders Build Challenge will bring more

than 80 Orange County business leaders to Fullerton’s Richman
Park, 711 Highland Avenue, to help Habitat for Humanity of
Orange County (Habitat OC) build affordable homes and raise
more than $300,000 to support construction on more new
homes for families struggling to make ends meet.
Since 1998, Habitat OC has built more than 200 new homes

The Importance of
Gardening

A View from
The Next
Generation

by Nathan Wayne Guerrero

Not everyone has a yard area to grow
plants, but there are many plants that
can grow with very little or even no sun-
light. For example the Maidenhair Fern
has varieties that can grow in drastic cli-
mates and even indoor areas with no
sunlight.  In my backyard I recently
planted a mini garden in a large pot; I
filled the pot with dirt, added fertilizer,
dug holes, and finally planted/land-
scaped! My mini garden is a great exam-
ple that proves anyone can grow plants
in pots and small spaces!
Among the many reasons to start gar-

dening are the health benefits. Many
people think that it will take too long to
get food from your plant, though when
you grow your own food there are no
GMOs and pesticides that you have to
avoid. Also plants provide oxygen and
they are fun to look at. It is said that on
average, one tree will produce up to 260
pounds of oxygen a year.

As long as I can remember, our fam-
ily has wanted to grow an avocado tree.
On April 20, my parents and I went to
Lowes and finally bought two very rea-
sonably priced avocado trees. The tree
shown is called the Mexicola Avocado,
and the other one we bought is the
Zutano Avocado. 
Even though the trees we bought

were not fully grown, I look forward to
the next few years watching them grow.
I learned a lot about avocados from
extensive research. 
Did you know that many avocado

plants will grow to be around 40 ft.
wide? I also found out from a local
friend that if we were to plant the tree
next to our house’s foundation, it
might crack the foundation and cause
us to pay thousands!
After President Adams planted one

of the first gardens at the White House,
First ladies Eleanor Roosevelt, Hillary
Clinton, and Michelle Obama all had
their own version of vegetable gardens.
So if you think that no time can be
made to plant a garden, then you are
mistaken. If the First Family has time
to plant, and I, a seventh grader can do
it, then anyone can!

Above is a picture of my new avocado
tree, though avocado trees are very hard
work, they can provide enough avocados

for a whole life!

Affordable Housing Challenge in
the Richman Park Area May 17

and served nearly 4,000 people experienc-
ing financial hardship in the region. The
Leaders Build Challenge supports its
vision that all Orange County residents
have access to the stable housing they
need to build better lives for themselves
and their families.  
This annual event mobilizes the region’s

leading professionals to tap into their net-
works to raise funds for Habitat OC, plus
skip a day at the office to make a differ-
ence. Each team of executives competes
for first place by raising money for the
organization online leading up to the day
of the Challenge, then closing out the
competition with a day of hands-on work
as well as construction-themed games
where they can rack up points. The win-
ner will be announced at the end of the
day at the worksite.    
To register to participate in the 2019

Leaders Build Challenge visit
https://www.habitatoc.org/leadersbuild/.

A team sets a wall at a Habitat for Humanity event.
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Upper Left: Wildflower Bloom on the historic Olinda Oil Trail.
Above: A Wildflower Bloom of Black-Eyed Susans at Hillcrest Park

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2019

BEAUTIFUL BLOOM
IN NORTH ORANGE COUNTY
Although super blooms have caused traffic jams throughout south-

ern California, there are many miniature wildflower blooms that are
much less crowded. According to NASA’s Earth Observatory, “these
types of ‘super blooms’ can occur when heavy rains fall over arid areas,
which is exactly what happened in Southern California. 
In 2017-18, much of Southern California endured abnormally dry

and drought conditions. The lack of moisture killed invasive grasses
that can keep the wildflowers from blooming. With the grasses dead,
the wildflower seeds were able to absorb the rain during the abnormal-
ly wet winter of 2018-19.” As a result, the growth began. 
After receiving a call from a 91-year-old Observer subscriber who

suggested visiting Brea’s Carbon Canyon for a spectacular Wildflower
Bloom close to town, I decided to check out some examples of local
wildflowers. While crowds of people have congregated at many of the
monstrous flower patches popping up across the state, there weren’t
many visitors on the trails I took. 
My first stop was the two-mile outdoor trail beginning at the Olinda

Oil Museum and running along the hillside above Carbon Canyon
Road. Tucked away in a neighborhood off Santa Fe Road in Brea,
across the street from Carbon Canyon Regional Park, the Olinda Oil
Museum sat against a backdrop of yellow, blue, purple and white wild-
flowers. Fighting against a stream of cars full of people waiting to find
the picture perfect spot in Chino Hills State Park, I turned down a
side street and parked in the oil museum’s lot without a problem.
Since spring is coming to a close, this is the best time to take a hike
on the historic Olinda Oil trail. Visitors who plan on hiking down the
trail leading into the hills may want to start early before it gets too
warm for comfort. 
Making sure to stay on the path, I made my way up a winding dirt

trail that twisted and turned through pockets of thin towering yellow
flowers with their green stems growing out from the ground. Mixed
amongst the yellow, purple lupine were sprouting. Lupines used to be
a part of the Native American diet. The toxic components were
removed from the leaves and seeds by boiling, which was the practice
with many other plants that contained toxins. 
I spotted a couple of bull thistles, which had lobed leaves with

sword- shaped sections and spines at the tips.
According to UC Weed Science, these thistles
“germinate and grow into rosettes during the win-
ter, then in spring, they produce purple flowers.
These species originated in southern Europe,
southwestern Asia, and the Middle East. They
‘learned’ how to survive alongside human agricul-
ture early on.” 
Before leaving, I also saw some

white flowers that sort of resem-
bled poppies.  
Back in Fullerton, off

Rosecrans, I parked along the
side of the street running in front
of Ralph B. Clark Regional Park,
where a vibrant yellow plant cov-
ered the small hillside. Every day,
on my way to and from college, I
see these clear yellow flowers
growing on the hill above a wide
open field. These are known as
black mustard. 
Black mustard is actually an aggressive non-

native weed masquerading as a colorful wildflower
as it blankets some of Southern California’s scenic
hillsides. According to National Parks Traveler,
“biologists and ecologists say the region is simulta-
neously experiencing two very different ‘super
bloom’ seasons: one is comprised of stunning
native wildflowers, while the other is made up of a
pernicious weed called black mustard.” So, while
the plant may look perfect for a photo on social
media, it’s actually rather harmful and can push
out native plants, such as California’s poppies and
lupines. Black mustard produces chemicals that
prevent native plant germination and they grow
quickly, sucking up water that would otherwise be
available for native plants. 
Joseph Algiers, a restoration ecologist for Santa

Monica Mountains National Recreation Area

recently said in an interview, “In a couple of
months, the mustard will dry out, turn brown and
become tinder for wildfire. Sadly, newly burned
sites are more subject to invasion.”     
Most of us may place these flowers in the same

category as poppies, lupine or phacelias. However,
looks can be deceiving. As I walked down a sandy
path in Ralph B. Clark Regional Park with my

camera and tripod in hand, the
trail was surrounded on either side
by clusters of black mustard with
sturdy, bright green stems that
rose up to tiny yellow flowers at
the tops.
Closer to downtown Fullerton, I

noticed more black mustard grow-
ing on the north side of Hillcrest
Park, just above the sports field
and around the newly installed
steps. After the early morning rush
of exercisers on the stairs, I decid-

ed to park at the top of the hill and walk down. 
There was a less popular dirt trail halfway down

the hill, where I spotted some black eyed susans
growing among the black mustard. According to
the Old Farmer’s Almanac website, “the ‘black eye’
is named for the dark, brown-purple centers of its
daisy-like flower heads.” 
Another Observer reader called in and recom-

mended the wildflower bloom in Coyote Hills.
However, I didn’t have an opportunity to look into
it. By summertime, these local wildflowers will no
longer be colorful, so now’s the time to check out
the beautiful bloom in north Orange County.
To see the wildflowers in our local hills from

your armchair, check out my video by visiting
www.fullertonobserver.com and clicking the tab
labeled “Local.” Underneath that tab, click on
“Emerson Little YouTube Channel,” which will
take you directly to my page. 

By summertime, 
these local 

wildflowers will no
longer be colorful, 
so now’s the time 
to check out the
beautiful bloom.
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TUES, APRIL 30
•9:30am-1:30pm: CSUF Kids Art

Fundraiser  an information event hosted
by Alpha Omega Chi to support the
CSUF kids arts program at Richman
Park (see page 7) will be held on Titan
Walk, CSUF, 800 N. State College Blvd.,
Fullerton. 

WED, MAY 1
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine Every

Wednesday Farmers Market at
Independence Park next to the DMV on
Valencia between Euclid and Highland
in Fullerton. Fresh produce including
fruit, vegetables, plants, eggs, flowers,
baked goods, tamales, empenadas, kettle
korn, nuts, and more.
•6pm: ArtHouse Film Series “A Star

is Born” starring four-time Oscar nomi-
nee Bradley Cooper and multiple award-
winning Oscar-nominated music super-
star Lady Gaga, in her first leading role
in a major motion picture. Fullerton
Public Library Osborne Auditorium.
Free

THURS, MAY 2
•4pm-8:30pm: Fullerton Outdoor

Downtown Market with live music
beginning at 6:30pm, Beer & Wine
Garden, craft and hot food vendors,
fresh produce, flowers, kids activities.
Downtown Fullerton Plaza and along E.
Wilshire between Harbor and Pomona.
The market repeats every Thursday
through October. Call the Fullerton
Museum Center at (714) 738-6545 for
more information.

FRI, MAY 3
•6pm-8:30pm: First Friday

Downtown ArtWalk features numerous
venues in downtown Fullerton all within
easy walking distance of each other.
Check out the All the Arts Block Party at
FLDwork on Wilshire and other shops
showing local artists. Free.
•6pm: Local Author Dan Joyce Book

Signing at Half Off Books on W.
Wilshire in Downtown Fullerton. Find
Joyce’s book “Bus Stop Talk,” a tour
through a modern American city, which
the author also illustrated, for sale on
Lulu.com, Amazon.com, and
Barnesandnoble.com
•6:30pm: Annual City Chess

Championship Tournament The
Fullerton Host Lions K-12 Fullerton
City Chess Championship will be held at
the Ladera Vista Jr. High Multipurpose,
1700 E. Wilshire. Trophies for grade
level winners. Sign in by 6:15.  To regis-
ter or for questions email Pete Baron at
pbaron@ix.netcom.com by the deadline
May 1. 

SUN, MAY 5
•1pm-4pm: Royal Ascot Tea at the

Fullerton Arboretum 1900 Associated
Road (at the edge of the CSUF campus)
is sponsored by the Victorian Society
with proceeds going to the care and
maintenance of the Heritage House.
Black & white attire and hats admired,
but not required. Cheer on your favorite
thoroughbred while enjoing an elegant
tea. $50 tickets call (657-278-4010
online at www.fullertonarboretum.org
(no tickets sold at door)

MON, MAY 6
•6:45pm-8:30pm: Is There a Place

for Cannabis NUFF Forum at
Fullerton Public Library Conference
Center, 353 W. Commonwealth. In
2016 California voters passed Prop 64
legalizing the recreational use of cannabis
in our state but left it up to local cities to
decide whether to allow cannabis-based
businesses within city limits. Is there a
place for cannabis-related businesses in
Fullerton? What are the economic bene-
fits? What are possible downsides?
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra, Police
Chief Bob Dunn and
Eight88Hospitality CEO Richard Ham
will provide their very different perspec-
tives and insights on these questions. 

TUES, MAY 7
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council

Meeting at City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth. See page 5 & agenda
online at www.cityoffullerton.com.

WED, MAY 8
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine Every

Wednesday Farmers Market at
Independence Park. See May 1 listing.
•7pm-9pm: Edible Gardening a

Distinguished Speaker Series lecture on
growing your own food. Fullerton Public
Library Conference Center, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free

THURS, MAY 9
•4pm-8:30pm:  Fullerton Outdoor

Downtown Market with live music
beginning at 6:30pm on E. Wilshire. See
May 2 listing for details.

FRI, MAY 10
•5:30pm: Music Concert &

Math/STEM Showcase at the First
Annual G.I.V.E. Boys & Girls Club
Family Night. The collaborative show-
case will be performed by BGC students
and 8th through 12th grade G.I.V.E.
tutors. Celebrate student accomplish-
ments and support for Music and
STEAM education at the Boys & Girls
Club. Fullerton Community Center,
340 W. Commonwealth. Call G.I.V.E.
director Hannah Huh with questions at
(714) 745-9185.

SAT, MAY 11
•9am: Fullerton Rec Riders

Gymkhana Show come watch local rid-
ers and their horses in a free show held at
the Equestrian Center Arena at Laguna
Lake Park, 2900 Lakeview Way,
Fullerton. (cancelled if it rains). Visit
www.fullertonrecriders.org. Free
•10am-1pm: Fullerton State of the

City Luncheon & Free Resource Fair
featuring free food, interactive activity
booths, entertainment and a State of the
City address presented by Fullerton
Mayor Jesus Silva and city officials at the
Downtown Plaza next to the Museum
Center on E. Wilshire between Harbor
and Pomona in Fullerton.  Sign in by
May 4th to sponsor a booth. See infor-
mation at www.fullertoncollaborative.org
•4pm-6pm: CSUF Arts for Kids

Fundraiser  to support the  arts program
hosted at Richman Park (see page 7) will
be held at Chipotle Mexican Grill on
State College and Chapman. 33% of
proceeds from food purchased from 4pm
to 6pm go to the arts program sponsored
by Alpha Omega Chi.
•5pm-8:30pm: Rotary Club

Fullerton’s Got Talent Fundraiser
starts off with a pre-show dinner at
Angelo & Vinci’s and then moves next
door to the Fox Theater at 7pm for a tal-
ent show featuring local talent compet-
ing for the grand prize. Dinner & Show
$100. Show only $50. Tickets available
at www.fullertonrotaryclub.com 

MON, MAY 13
•6:30pm: Sports Field Allocation

Plan at Fullerton Parks & Recreation
Commission Meeting at City Hall, 303
W. Commonwealth. See agenda online
at www.cityoffullerton.com.

WED, MAY 15
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine Every

Wednesday Farmers Market at
Independence Park. See May 1 listing.

THURS, MAY 16
•4pm-8:30pm: Fullerton Outdoor

Downtown Market with live music
beginning at 6:30pm on E. Wilshire. See
May 2 listing for details.
•7:30pm-9:30pm: Eric Reed Trio

opens the Muckenthaler Jazz Festival.
Pianist Eric Reed first gained attention as
a teenager playing with Wynton
Marsalis. He later collaborated with jazz
luminaries like Cassandra Wilson and
Dianne Reeves.  $30 (or $150 for season
pass). Tickets at www.themuck.org

SAT, MAY 18
•8am-2pm: 25th Annual

Muckenthaler Hotrod Car Show fea-
turing hotrods at the Muckenthaler
Cultural Center, 1201 W. Malvern. $5
(kids under 12 are free). Call (866) 411-
1212 for more information. 
•12pm-2pm: HERstory Matters

YWCA Luncheon at the Anaheim
White House features three inspirational
speakers: Tra Campbell, Ms. Azucena
Maldonado, and Hon. Judge Nancy
Weiben Stock (Ret.). Tickets at (714)
871-4488 or www.ywcaoc.org.
•5pm-9pm: Fullerton Sunrise

Rotary Benefit for Youth Programs,
All the Arts for All the Kids
Foundation & Fullerton Museum
Center The event includes dinner, beer
& wine, live music, dancing and silent
and live auction. Tickets are available at
the door ($75/ea or Table of 10 for
$700). Fullerton Downtown Plaza at
Pomona & Wilshire. Visit www.fuller-
tonsunriserotary.org for more info.

HIGH LIFE: Two Misses

HITS 
&  
MISSES

Young and attractive, Robert Pattinson
played Edward Cullen in the Vampire
movies of the early 2000s and became the
heartthrob of many teenage girls. Since
then, he has avoided that image, deflect-
ing from his good looks and focusing on
his versatile acting ability. 
He was barely recognizable as a bearded

explorer of the Amazon rainforest in ”The
Lost City of Z” and as Salvadore Dali in
“Little Ashes.”  Pattinson has now created
a startlingly different appearance as the
shaved and sallow Monte in “High Life,”
Claire Denis’s film about the inhabitants
of an interstellar space craft.
Pattinson’s performance in “High Life”

provides the only reason to see this movie. 
The film is set on a large inter-planetary

contraption with stark living quarters but
containing a fecund garden watered by
the waste fluids of the passengers, who are
all criminals sentenced on earth to execu-
tion or life imprisonment.  To avoid their
sentences, the prisoners could participate
in this experiment about the viability of
living in space. With a computer on board
they can report back to their earthly con-
tacts.
In charge of scientific experimentation

on this strange space craft is Dr. Dibs
(Juliette Binoche), who busies herself col-
lecting bodily fluids, especially semen,
which she then implants in several of the
women on board. One baby is born suc-
cessfully. She is beautiful and grows, dur-
ing the time encompassed by the movie,
into a lovely teenager. Her father is Monte
(Pattinson), who gives her loving care and
teaches her the survival skills she needs.
The one diversion that the passengers

on the spacecraft have is working in the
garden, which produces kale, berries, and
squash even  with the tiny rays of light
that occasionally  penetrate the space ship.
Not all human beings survive this exotic
experiment in space. Early scenes show us
Monte carefully zipping up large plastic
bags containing  the dead bodies of those
who have not survived and pushing them
into space, in a manner similar to burial at
sea. 
Although she is not the designated cap-

tain of the space ship, Dr. Dibs seems to
be the one in charge of most of the activ-
ity. She dispenses “pills” as rewards for
good behavior and administers shots to
calm down recalcitrant passengers. Her
control over the lives and well-being of
her patients resembles at times the hubris
and demonic obsession of a Dr.
Frankenstein.
French director Claire Denis, at 72, has

made many successful films in French.
This is her first English language movie. It
is difficult to evaluate what goals or pur-
poses she had in making “High Life,”
which is so different from her prior work.
Although the movie can be categorized as
science fiction, it is far more fiction than
science.

A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

by Joyce Mason © 2019
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“Heathers: The Musical” @ CSUF YOUNG THEATER
Clayes Performing Arts Center, 800 N. State College Blvd, Fullerton

Tickets: (657) 278-3371
Based on the 1988 cult film starring

Winona Ryder and Christian Slater, the
“Heathers” plot follows high school misfit
Veronica Sawyer, who rejects the evil
“Heathers” regime in favor of her danger-
ous boyfriend who plans to put the
Heathers where they belong—six feet
under. Writer Kevin Murphy served as
Co-Executive Producer on ABC’s
“Desperate Housewives” and Laurence
O’Keefe received 2007 Tony and Drama

Desk nominations for his work on
“Legally Blonde.” Cal State Fullerton
Director James R. Taulli has helmed over
200 productions and events for profes-
sional and university theatres across the
country and internationally. 
Featuring book, music, and lyrics by

Kevin Murphy and Laurence O’Keefe,
with direction by James R. Taulli at Cal
State Fullerton, Through May 5 in the
Young Theatre on campus.

PHOTO BY JORDAN KUBAT PHOROGRAPHY

CSUF Spring Dance Theater
California State University Fullerton’s

“Spring Dance Theatre,” featuring chore-
ography focusing on personal struggles,
religion and youth, runs May 2 through
May 12 at 2pm in the Little Theatre in
Clayes Performing Arts Center on cam-
pus, coordinated by faculty member
Gladys Kares.
Set to the music of Mashrou’ Leila,

“Divided” captures the collective experi-
ences of youth in the Middle East. 
“This piece deals with oppression and

division among different beliefs while
exploring the need for self-expression and
a judgment-free culture,” explains chore-
ographer and Dean of the College of the
Arts, Dale A. Merrill.  “Athletic, quirky
and stylized, “Divided” is designed to
show the technical prowess and personali-
ties of the dancers in the Cal State
Fullerton Dance Department.”
Also included in the first act is “Mercy,

Mercy, Me,” a contemporary piece chore-
ographed by guest artist, Keith Johnson.
This dance follows three individuals who
struggle to move past their mistakes and
differences. Johnson comments, “by shar-
ing their stories with each other they

begin to find a way to forgive themselves
and others.” Johnson is the founder of
Keith Johnson Dancers, established in Los
Angeles in 1998, and he has continued to
perform, choreograph, and teach for com-
panies and universities both nationally
and internationally.
Other pieces featured in the show

include the “Dança, Musicorum, Ritmo,”
a contemporary-modern piece choreo-
graphed by CSUF alumnus Joshua D.
Estrada-Romero. Featuring an original
score from sound artist Zaq Kenefick,
Courtney Ozovek choreographs “Untitled
(No. 1),” exploring the use of space on
stage. 
The final piece featured in the show is

“iconoClasts,” a modern dance originally
choreographed for Dance Kaleidoscope
by guest choreographer, David Hochoy,
who describes this piece as “movement,
for the sake of explosive, dynamic move-
ment.” Hochoy has previously studied at
the Alvin Ailey and Martha Graham
schools and has performed and given mas-
ter classes all over the world.
Tickets are $14 and available by calling

the box office at (657)278-3371.

“One Slight Hitch”
@ STAGES THEATER

400 E Commonwealth Ave,
Fullerton

Tickets: (714) 525-4484
www.stagesoc.org

“Fellowship: The Musical”
@ MAVERICK THEATER
110 E Walnut Ave, Fullerton
Tickets: (714) 526-7070 
www.mavericktheater.com

“Lysistrata” tells the story of the leg-
endary Athenian, Lysistrata, who calls
upon the women of Greece to help put an
end to the Peloponnesian War. In order to
do so, all women must refuse to have sex
with their husbands until they agree to
peace in Greece. Inspired by Aristophanes
and adapted by Ellen McLaughlin,
“Lysistrata” is directed by award-winning
actor/director Rufus Bonds Jr., and runs
through May 5, in the Hallberg Theatre
on campus.

It is Courtney’s wedding day, and her
mom, Delia is making sure that every-
thing is perfect. The groom is perfect, the
dress is perfect, and the decorations
(assuming they arrive) will be perfect.
Then, like in any good farce the doorbell
rings. And all hell breaks loose. So much
for perfect. Through May 19.

“Tigers Be Still” @ CHANCE THEATER
Bette Aitken Theater Arts Center
5522 E La Palma Ave, Anaheim

Tickets: (888) 455-4212 www.chancetheater.com

“Macbeth”
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE

BRONWYN DODSON THEATER
321 E. Chapman Ave. Fullerton 

Tickets: 714-992-7035

Macbeth is one of Shakespeare’s most
familiar and darkest tales. Our production
plays out in a not-so-distant, dystopian
world, where society is teetering upon the
brink of collapse. Macbeth's tormented
struggle for power is fueled by ambition,
paranoia, and encouraged by the super-
natural, but ultimately becomes a self-ful-
filling prophecy rather than a product of
outside manipulation. Directed by
Michael Mueller. May 9-18.

The regional premiere of Kim
Rosenstock’s comedy, “Tigers Be Still.”
Written by Kim Rosenstock and directed
by Marya Mazor, will preview from May 3
through May 10; with regular perform-
ances beginning May 11 and continuing
through June 2 on the Fyda-Mar Stage at
the Bette Aitken Theater Arts Center.
This dark comedy centers around the

optimistic Sherry Wickman. Despite hav-
ing to move back in with her family after

college, things take a turn for the better
when she’s hired as an art teacher. 
Now, if only her mother would come

downstairs, her sister would stop watching
Top Gun from the couch, her first student
would do one assignment, her boss would
leave his gun at home, and someone
would catch the actual tiger that escaped
from the local zoo, everything would be
just perfect! 

“Lysistrata”
@ CSUF HALLBERG THEATER
800 N. State College, Fullerton
Tickets: (657) 278-3371

A musical parody adaptation of J.R.R.
Tolkein’s The Fellowship of the Ring that
the LA Times calls “a sublimely silly
spoof...knee-slapping Middle Earth
delirium.” Book by Kelly Holden-Bashar
and Joel McCrary. Music by Allen
Simpson. For ages 7 and older. May 10 -
June 30.
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The Fullerton Museum Center new dis-
play of two exhibits begins with an open-
ing reception on Saturday, May 4, from
6pm to 9pm. The opening reception
includes a live rock band and Hip-Hip
DJ, specialty cocktails, refreshments,
curators talk and more. 
The reception for Building Guitars,

Making History: Fender Stories and
Custom Beats: The Art of Hip-Hop, is
$20 (free for Museum members). 

Building Guitars, Making History:
Fender Stories brings a local element to
the Museum. From modest beginnings at
his Fullerton radio repair shop, Leo
Fender presided over what became the
largest musical instrument empire in the
world. His electric guitars, amplifiers, and
keyboards set the standard for the indus-
try. His ideas formed the basis for the
almost limitless possibilities of sound in
music that today most people take for
granted.

Custom Beats: The Art of Hip-Hop tells
the story of another genre of music. For
almost 50 years, Hip-Hop has been vital
to the expression of urban youth around
the world. Beginning as a predominantly
African-American youth cultural expres-
sion from the streets of New York, Hip-
Hop is now an international phenomenon
and a multi-billion dollar industry. With
colorful street art, flashy track suits and
fresh sneakers, masters of Hip-Hop
express themselves outwardly as well as
inwardly- writing poetry and song lyrics
reflecting confidence, optimism and
struggle.
Both exhibits run until August 4, 2019.

Gallery hours are Tuesday – Sunday,
12pm to 4pm and Thursdays 12pm to
8pm. Admission, other than the recep-
tion, is $5/general; $4/seniors and stu-
dents; $3/children; and free for museum
members. 

Building Guitars, Making History: Fender Stories
and Custom Beats: The Art of Hip-Hop

@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER
301 N. Pomona Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832

“25 Years of Muck Motoring”
@ MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER

1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton   www.themuck.org   (714)738-6595

“All the Arts Block Party!”
@ FLDWRK FULLERTON

110 E Wilshire Ave #101, Fullerton, CA 92832

On Friday, May 3 from 6-10pm, during
the Downtown Fullerton Art Walk, FLD-
WRK will show the work of local artists
who have created stunning masterpieces
beginning with a 6”x6” block of wood. 
Each artist is given the same visual

problem (a blank block of wood) – and
each artist comes up with an entirely dif-
ferent creative solution to the same visual
problem. 
“The artists’ creativity helps us to nur-

ture the kids’ creativity – and we want you
to be a part of it! There is so much good-

ness in this world –and we hope you can
join us for this free one-night event where
you can purchase a one-of-a-kind work of
art and help us to make a difference in the
lives of literally thousands of children,”
said All the Arts Foundation founder
Lauralynn Eschner.
All art will be sold to help support les-

sons in art, music, dance and theatre to
every K-6th grade child in the Fullerton
School District through the All the Arts
for All the Kids Foundation’s programs. 

To celebrate the silver anniversary of our Annual Motor Car Festival, the galleries will
host a special limited engagement exhibition of paintings and other works by Frank
Romero, Nicola Wood, Steve Metzger and others. Gallery Opening Reception,
Thursday, May 9, 6:30 p.m. $10 non-members, Free for Members. May 9 - May 26.

“Student Art Exhibit”
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE

ART GALLERY

321 E. Chapman Ave. Fullerton

This annual exhibition presents the best of the best artwork created during the cur-
rent academic year. Prizes will be awarded to the students who demonstrate the highest
artistic merit. Many works will be available for purchase. Opens with reception from
5pm-7pm Thursday, May 2. Evening hours 6-8pm May 8 & 14.- thru May 16.

DJ AJ in 1980

Above and below workers construct Fender
Guitars at the Pomona factory.
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Fullerton
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978,
is staffed by local volunteers who cre-
ate, publish, and distribute the paper
throughout our community.  
This venture is a not-for-profit one -

revenues are plowed back into main-
taining and improving our independ-
ent, non-partisan, non-sectarian com-
munity newspaper. Our purpose is to
inform Fullerton residents about the
institutions and other societal forces
which most impact their lives, so that
they may be empowered to participate
in constructive ways to keep and make
these private and public entities serve
all residents in lawful, open, just, and
socially-responsible ways. Through our
extensive local calendar and other cov-
erage, we seek to promote a sense of
community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our
country is so uniquely blessed.
____________________________
10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer 
are distributed throughout Fullerton 

and sent through the mail to subscribers 
every two weeks except only once 

in January, July & August. 

How To Subscribe
Subscriptions are $35 per year.

Sign up and pay with Credit Card at
www.fullertonobserver.com

or by check with name & address to: 
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, 

Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________

How to Advertise
Call 714-525-6402, or email 
observernews@earthlink.net
or visit us online at 

www.fullertonobserver.com
________________________________

SUBMISSIONS:
Submissions on any topic of interest 
are accepted from Fullerton residents.
We strive to get something about
everything in but shorter pieces do
have a better chance of getting in. 
Email: observernews@earthlink.net 
________________________________

• STAFF•
• Managing Editor: Sharon Kennedy

• Page Editor/Lead Reporter: Jesse La Tour
• Advisor: Tracy Wood

•Chief Digital Officer: Mehul Desai
• Database  Manager: Jane Buck

• Copy Editors/Proof: 
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• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,  
Marjorie Kerr,  Leslie Allen

•ROVING REPORTER: Jere Greene 
• COUNCIL REPORT: Jesse La Tour

•Special Reports: 
Jane Rands & Matt Leslie, J. Kaluzny  

• DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto
• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:

Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno 
•YOUNG OBSERVER EDITOR: Francine Vudoti

•POLITICAL COMMENTARY: 
Jonathan Dobrer & Vince Buck
•CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey

•FULLERTON HISTORY: Terry Galvin
•PASSION FOR JUSTICE: Sinh Dang

•PHOTOGRAPHERS:
Jere Greene, Jesse La Tour, Damion Lloyd

•SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko 
•GARDENING: Penny Hlavac

• MOVIE REVIEW HITS & MISSES: Joyce Mason
• THEATRE REVIEWS:

Eric Marchese, Angela Hatcher, Mark Rosier 
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Created & Published in Fullerton 
by local volunteers since 1978

Fullerton Observer LLC

The Mid May 2019 issue will 
hit the stands on May 13.
SUBMISSION & AD 
DEADLINE: May 6

HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages pro-

vide an open forum for the community.
Opinions are those of the writers. The
Observer accepts comments on any sub-
ject of interest. Shorter comments are
easier to place. We must verify your iden-
tity but we only print name, and town, If
a reasonable case for remaining anony-
mous can be made we allow no name in
print. Thanks! 

Send comments by email to:
observernews@earthlink.net   

or by mail to
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,

Fullerton CA 92834

I am totally amazed that someone
would have the nerve to steal a special
needs tricycle, which allows adults with
limited mobility to experience the joy
and freedom of bike riding while pro-
viding a safe way to exercise and
increase muscle strength and tone.
I have lived in Fullerton for over 23

years.  My daughter, a Fullerton
College student, is 19 years old.  She
has cerebral palsy and rides her tricycle
four days a week to the bus stop where
she continues on by bus to the college. 
But sometime between 1:30pm and

6:30pm on Wednesday, April 10 the
tricycle was stolen from the corner of
Rolling Hills Drive and Brea Blvd.   
It is pathetic that someone would

stoop so low and take something that
isn't theirs.  Most people know that
stealing is wrong, yet people still do it

on a daily basis. If you have recently
had something stolen from you, you
may also be struggling to understand
why. 
We have reported this incident to the

Fullerton Police Department with the
hopes that they can assist us in retriev-
ing her tricycle. 

Sincerely,
Linda M. Bouman Fullerton

ED: If anyone has seen the tricycle
please call the Fullerton Police non-
emergency number at (714)738-6716
and report the location. Readers may
also call the Observer with information
at (714) 525-6402 and we will pass it
on. If the tricycle was taken because it
was thought to be abandoned please
return it as the expense of replacing it is
a large burden to this family.

Have You Seen This Stolen Tricycle?

An apple green adult tricycle, similar to the one pictured above, but with a custom
cup holder with rhinestones, and special pedals and straps was stolen.

Local Woman with
Cerebral Palsy Seeks 
Room to Rent

I am a local Fullerton woman with cerebral
palsy who needs to rent a disabled-friendly
room in Fullerton (I am on crutches and also
occasionaly use a wheelchair). 
If you have a room I can rent or other sug-

gestions for me please call me at (562) 943-
7156 Room 41A and ask for Jean. I have a
steady SSI income and can afford $700 per
month rent.  Thank you,         Jean Fullerton

Water Conservation
Regarding conservation, the state has two

bills, AB1888 and SB606, signed by Governor
Brown that go into effect in 2022 that will
restrict interior water usage to 50 gallons per
person per day.
The Water Rate Study has lowered the cost

per 1000 gallons by over 30% and increased
the amount of water available at this lower rate
from 7,500 to 12,800 gallons.  In my opinion,
water should be more expensive if you use
more.  SC Edison has a three tier rate structure
with a baseline and then increases as you use
more electricity.  They have a delivery charge
and a generation charge.  
Not sustainable, particularly if climate

change is irreversible in 12 years.  The city
could have restructured the rates (meter and
usage) to encourage conservation.
Unfortunately they only considered funding
the department and a modicum of infrastruc-
ture replacement in the first 5 years.  They
copied what other cities are charging and used
Proposition 218 as a crutch of acceptability.

Fritz von Coelln Fullerton

The climate alarmists have learned
well what other authoritarians have
long known.  It is easiest to control peo-
ple by spreading misinformation, fear,
and distrust.  Those who are ignorant or
naive are the easiest to manipulate and
enlist in a “cause” such as stopping cli-
mate change.  Unfortunately, solar sci-
entists who believe that the sun is the
primary determinant of climate have
been ignored because the sun can’t be
controlled and doesn’t fit the narrative
that generates endless government
grants.  
It is despicable that children such as

Swede Greta Thunberg are now being
exploited as “useful idiots” to promote
the ridiculous, destructive Green New
Deal policies.  Children such as her
have far more to fear from losing their
freedom as adults and becoming serfs to
elected and unelected elites who dictate
how they should think, act, and live, all
in a misguided attempt to supposedly

“save the planet.”  Throughout history
the radical left has been intolerant of
and sought to destroy those whose
beliefs and ideas represent an existential
threat to its socialist/fascist ideology. 
Not only is Alexandria Ocasio-

Cortez, proponent of the Green New
Deal, one of the youngest and least
experienced persons to be elected to
Congress, those such as her, who nor-
mally would be readily dismissed and
ignored, have been given positions of
power and persuasion by the media and
have thus become supremely self-confi-
dent in their ignorance.  Their support-
ers, not cheap abundant energy and
cows, are a danger to us all.

Roger L. Burtner Fullerton

ED: Please read NASA’s article on
the sun and global warming which dis-
agrees with your information at:
https://climate.nasa.gov/faq/14/is-the-
sun-causing-global-warming/

As a longtime Fullerton resident and
a Cal State Fullerton alumnus, I was
appalled to read that every plan being
considered for the Fullerton Arboretum
involves construction on the property. 
When I attended CSUF in the 1980s,

there was a large lawn at the front of the
school, another between the library and
the PE buildings, a lawn on the west
side of the Little Theatre, and a smaller
lawn on the south side of the
Humanities building. I’ve watched as
those green spaces were gradually paved
over. 
Now, there is only the Arboretum

left, and, in defiance of the community
and their own faculty, the tone-deaf
megalomaniacs in the adminstration,
with their if-we-build-it-they-will-come
attitude, seem to think the presence of a

new “conference center” will make their
campus a hub of intellectual activity
recognized worldwide.
If the campus is recognized for any-

thing, it is the jewel that is the arbore-
tum, one of only a handful in the entire
world to receive a Level IV accredita-
tion.
Face it, a lot of other schools have

conference centers. 
None have the Fullerton Arboretum.
I urge the CSUF administration to

listen to its faculty, listen to its students,
listen to hundreds of North Orange
County residents who visit the arbore-
tum weekly, and preserve this rare beau-
tiful oasis in what is otherwise a forget-
table concrete campus.

Bentley Little
Fullerton

Arboretum vs. Concrete Campus?

Cheap Abundant Energy vs. Ocasio-Cortez

Great Service at 
Ace Hardware

At your store this afternoon around 7pm I
was searching for several items and a young
lady with brown hair and a young lady with
white hair came over and greatly helped me
(sorry I didn’t get their names).  
I went over to the checkout aisle and while

waiting in line the first lady came over to me
again and said that when she told another
employee what I was searching for (refrigerator
glue) he recommended a different glue which
she then gave me - instead of the glue I had
picked up (which she put back for me). 
When I came to the cashier she asked me

what I wanted the products for and I told her
for the refrigerator handle.  She recommended
Reliable Parts in Anaheim for any hard to find
parts having to do with refrigerators.
I was astounded.  These three employee were

bending over backwards trying to help me.  I
compliment all of them and hope they get rec-
ognized for their outstanding customer service.
This is not the first time Fullerton Ace

Hardware has excelled in customer service and
products. I am proud to say they are part of the
City of Fullerton.

Don Waterbury Fullerton



April 22 marked the 49th anniversary of
the first Earth Day. This comes 50 years
after the Santa Barbara oil spills which
were instrumental in the declaration of
the first Earth Day. The fate of our planet
remains threatened by two inextricably
connected threats, that of climate change
and nuclear war. We cannot pretend to be
concerned about our environment if we
are not simultaneously concerned
about the destruction of the planet
by nuclear war.
Fortunately, on this anniversary

there are two bold initiatives
attempting to deal with these simul-
taneous climate threats. These are
the “Green New Deal” and “Back
from the Brink” movements.
Realizing the connection, what is
necessary is the political will and
courage to deal with these real and
present dangers we face.
Two important scientific papers

established these threats:
• The Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change (IPCC) October
2018 climate report identifies a 12
year window until 2030 to contain global
temperature rise to 1.5°C (2.7° F).
• The Physicians for Social

Responsibility 2013 Nuclear Famine
Report which identifies the catastrophic
climate affects following a limited region-
al nuclear war between India and Pakistan
using less than 1/2% of the global nuclear

arsenals putting at risk of starvation >1/4
of the world’s population. (Forthcoming
studies this year will demonstrate an even
greater risk).
The connection between climate

change and nuclear war is real and grow-
ing. With increasing competition for nat-
ural resources, global drought and lack of
access to clean drinking water we see

major conflict developing.
This is exemplified in the
first climate war occurring
in Syria resulting in the
largest mass migration in
history. This has brought
the United States and
Russia, the world’s largest
nuclear armed nations,
into military opposition
with many close calls.
Climate change and

water scarcity also fuel the
conflict between India
and Pakistan and access to
water is also a contributor
to the Israeli and
Palestinian conflict.

Much of the conflict we see in
Honduras and Central America is fueled
by drought and loss of farming, driving
the northern migration from that country.
Perhaps no one understands the con-

nection between climate change and war
more than our military. Retired General
Anthony Zinni, former Commander in
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EARTH DAY: OUR PLANET IN PERIL by Robert F. Dodge, MD

COMMENTARY

OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2019

The Mueller Report: Ignorance Counts
“My dope was an innocent dupe!
Or, my dupe was an innocent

dope?”…Funny Girl

Having read the Barr edit of the Mueller
report, I learned some important princi-
ples of law. It seems, contrary to what I
thought I knew -  ignorance of the law is
at least a mitigating factor, if not a get out
of jail free card.
The report indicates that there were

more Russians in and around the Trump
campaign, and the early days of his presi-
dency, than had bravely fought at
Leningrad. Reading the report
made me think I was
immersed in a mashup of
War & Peace and The Brothers
Karamazov. Russians were
inviting Trump aides, friends
and associates to lunch, dinner
and Moscow. They were offer-
ing investment opportunities
and real estate deals. All of this
in order to “further good rela-
tions with Russia.”
The report does not, howev-

er, conclude that Trump is a
foreign agent. It does imply
that he might be too unreliable to be an
agent or loyal to another country. He
seems loyal only to his own perceived
immediate interests.
The report portrays him as volatile,

exquisitely sensitive to criticism, demand-
ing of absolute loyalty from others and
constantly bullying his aides to bend, fold,
spindle and mutilate the truth. Both
directly and by clear implication, he tries
to get his people to lie for him, cover up
the truth, and point his pursuers in the
wrong direction. To their occasional cred-
it, some aides just shine him on, “Yes”
him, and count on him either forgetting
his passion of the moment or cycling to
some new obsession.

Every legal case, in some ways, attempts
to try the state of mind and intentions of
the alleged perpetrator. There is always a
mind-reading aspect. Reading Trump’s
alleged mind is a particular challenge. The
core question is if he can have criminal
intent if it never occurs to him that the act
might not be his absolute right but, in the
eyes of the law, an actual crime?
What, after all, could be wrong with

being open to getting some dirt on his
opponent/enemy Hillary? “Anyone would
take that meeting,” he said with ignorance
of and contempt for both the law and

decency. No, not everyone
would take the meeting with a
foreign power, arguably an
enemy but certainly an adver-
sary. So, if these subtleties
elude him, and he truly didn’t
see them as wrong, then there
is no unity between the crimi-
nal act and intent. Sigh.
His incuriosity about why

so many Russians were orbit-
ing him like little Sputniks, is
amazing. But his failure to dis-
cern the pattern is a tragically
credible position.

It is on the second half of the report that
things get dicier for the President. On the
charge of Obstruction of Justice, Barr’s
unilateral acquittal does not look good, as
a matter of law. But, as a matter of practi-
cality, it is very unlikely that he will be
impeached by the House and convicted
by this Senate.
Still, Mueller piles up evidence of him

trying to obstruct, impede, and even kill
the investigation. He is angry at Atty.
Gen. Sessions for recusing and not pro-
tecting him, not being his Roy Cohn. He
feels beset by Mueller and Mueller’s
“angry Democrats.” He is unhappy that
his White House counsel, Don McGahn,
won’t fire Mueller or force Rod Rosenstein

The report
implies he
seems loyal
only to 
his own 
perceived
immediate
interests.

Chief of the U.S. Central command stat-
ed, “We will pay for this [climate change]
one way or another. We will pay to reduce
greenhouse-gas emissions today...or we
will pay the price later in military terms.”
These two threats are real and are man-

made. Yet, these are threats that do not
have to be. We know the risks they pres-
ent but also how to eliminate them. What
is required are bold actions now. These
actions are delineated in the “Green New
Deal” and “Back from the Brink” move-
ments:

•GREEN NEW DEAL RESOLUTION H 
RES 109, IT IS RESOLVED:

That it is the sense of the House of
Representatives that—It is the duty of the
Federal Government to create a Green
New Deal—
(A) to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas

emissions through a fair and just transi-
tion for all communities and workers;
(B) to create millions of good, high-

wage jobs and ensure prosperity and eco-
nomic security for all people of the United
States;
(C) to invest in the infrastructure and

industry of the United States to sustain-
ably meet the challenges of the 21st cen-
tury;
(D) to secure for all people of the

United States for generations to come—
(i) clean air and water;
(ii) climate and community resiliency;
(iii) healthy food;
(iv) access to nature; and
(v) a sustainable environment; and

(E) to promote justice and equity by
stopping current, preventing future, and
repairing historic oppression of indige-
nous peoples, communities of color,
migrant communities, deindustrialized
communities, depopulated rural commu-
nities, the poor, low-income workers,
women, the elderly, the unhoused, people
with disabilities, and youth (referred to in
this resolution as “frontline and vulnera-
ble communities”);

•BACK FROM THE BRINK
CALLS ON OUR FEDERAL OFFICIALS

TO ENDORSE:
1. Renouncing the option of 
using nuclear weapons first

2. Ending the sole, unchecked 
authority of any U.S. president to 
launch a nuclear attack

3. Taking U.S. nuclear weapons off 
hair-trigger alert

4. Cancelling the plan to replace its 
entire nuclear arsenal with enhanced 
weapons

5. Actively pursuing a verifiable      
agreement among nuclear-armed 
states to eliminate their nuclear 
arsenals, as we are obligated under 
Article VI of the NPT Treaty to do so.

How will our leaders respond to their
children’s children when asked in the
future, what did you do when our planet
was threatened? What will you say?

Robert Dodge, a family physician 
practicing in Ventura, is the President of
Physicians for Social Responsibility LA. 

to fire Mueller. He publicly intimidates
potential witnesses and dangles pardons as
payment for loyalty, for “being strong”
and not being a “rat.” But since so much
is done in clear sight, there is an absence
of the usual furtiveness that indicates con-
sciousness of guilt. Then there is the unex-
amined psychological question if he is
capable of either focused consciousness or
actually feeling any sense of guilt?
Again, the ignorance card gets, if not

played by Mueller, at least shown. If
Trump thinks that it is normal to threaten
your enemies, to “fight back,” when you
feel under attack, then he has no clearly
formed criminal intent. That is the argu-
ment for the defense and the (in my view,
fatally flawed) conclusion of Barr.
Barr goes on to argue that since there is

no underlying (provable) crime, an illegal
coverup is impossible. This is not legally
true, but it is true as a matter of practical-
ity. Obstruction does not need a crime. If
the police come to question me about a
friend suspected of robbing a 7-11 and I,
knowing his character, give him a false
alibi, even if he is later acquitted, I can be
criminally guilty of obstruction.
Mueller muddies the issue here by

asserting that while Trump may have
wanted to obstruct justice, he did not suc-

ceed and should have known that he
would not succeed. He should have
known, that whatever his intent, firing
Comey would not and could not end the
investigation and “put the Rusher (Sic.)
thing behind me.”
Mueller wrote this report for his boss—

the assistant Atty. Gen. Rod Rosenstein—
Sessions having recused. But then his boss
became Barr. Mueller had a second audi-
ence, the Congress. While the Special
Counsel had to turn the report over to the
Department of Justice, he knew that ulti-
mately, if you cannot indict a sitting pres-
ident, then the only remedy and source of
justice is the Congress. 
The open question of obstruction can-

not be settled by Barr. It is in the hands of
the Congress. However, I can confidently
predict that little other than loud sound
and genuine fury will come of this. Now,
as to the finances, the money-laundering,
the taxes, the hush-money, the abuse of a
charitable foundation…Look not to
Washington DC but to New York.
So far, Trump survives because of a

credible theory of his nearly encyclopedic
ignorance and global incompetence.

www.Dobrer.com
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer

The bold
actions 
required 
now are 

delineated in
the “Green
New Deal” 
and “Back 
from the 
Brink” 

movements



Born in Denver, Colorado, Mary was
the younger sister of ten-year-old
Geraldine.  Mary also spent extended
time with her beloved aunt in Kansas.
After graduating from South High
School, she received a B.S. in Biology
from the University of Colorado and sev-
eral years later, a M.S. in Biology from
the University of Illinois.
After an ill-fated marriage ended in

divorce,  she owned a small dress shop in
Scottsdale and taught the sciences at the
Air Force Academy high school. During
her long and full life, Mary developed a
number of life-long passions: working
with students to help them reach their
highest potential, a deep love for the
Southwest and Native American culture,
as well as an abiding love for the Earth’s
oceans and marine biology.
In the early ‘60s, when she came to

teach and counsel at Fullerton College,
she found her calling in counseling end-
less lines of students.  She became an
expert in the field of addiction.  
To encourage her female students,

often surviving in heartbreaking mar-
riages, Mary hosted a luncheon each
semester. Her broken counselees met and
interacted with graduates who had
meaningful, well-paying jobs.  The mes-
sage was that if these women who spoke
could be successful, so could they.
There were too many men and women to mention

individually who benefited from Mary’s wise counsel.
Several in particular who stand out include: 
Eddie Wei, a physician in Phoenix, became licensed

in eastern and western medicine.  He and his wife
Teresa became life-long friends.  Later Mary visited
with them and their families in Hong Kong.  
Nancy, a divorced mother with five children, after

completing an associate degree at FC, received her
bachelor’s and masters degrees from Chapman
University.  She became a licensed resource specialist in
the Santa Ana school district.  
Dottie Fiorini returned to college and braved the

long lines of students in front
of Mary’s office,. The word
on campus was, “If you want

the best, see Mary Shaw.”  Dottie, her
husband, Lou, the twins, Gail and Pat,
and daughter Terri became Mary’s
extended family from Chico to
Yreka/Etna.
Always passionate about the Earth’s

oceans and marine biology, Mary trav-
eled throughout the world doing
research; at last count Mary visited
over 65 countries and made friends
wherever her travels took her.  She
never lost her interest in science, trav-
el, and people.
While employed at FC, she became

Chair of the OC Alcohol Board, a state
of California appointment.  After her
retirement in 1993, she served on a
number of boards including the
Fullerton Community College
Foundation and North OC YWCA.
She was selected Counselor and
Woman of the Year.  For over twenty
years she helped Doris La Magna and
later her daughter Lorraine come to
the aid of women in recovery from a
variety of addictions.  
After a serious injury and surgery,

Mary relocated to Yreka and later
Redding to be near her dear friends,
Gail, Pat and Terri.
Mary’s life was filled with loving

involvement with people.  She encour-
aged each one to become better and to believe in their
own goodness.  Mary’s deceased sister Geri Miller’s
sons, John and Randy, were close to her heart.  She
leaves Randy’s wife Kris and John’s wife Debbie as well
as a number of great nephews and nieces. Mary also
leaves loads of dear and wonderful friends from
California to the Southwest, to New Jersey, Israel and
New Zealand.
Donations in Mary’s name may be made to Fullerton

Community College Foundation scholarship fund or
Emmanuel Episcopal Church.  
Those wishing more information may call Carolyn

Cardamis at 714-321-4868 or Marci Stewart at 909-
732-9022.
A Memorial Service will be held Saturday, May 18,

2019 at 2pm. at Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 1145
Valencia Mesa Dr., Fullerton, Ca  92833

Page 18 FULLERTON REST IN PEACE WE REMEMBER YOU EARLY MAY 2019

Mary Nevella Shaw Memorial May 18
June 13, 1926 - 29 March 29, 2019

“In the morning 
look at your 
mirror, 

and give yourself 
a kiss and say 
‘I love you.’’
-Mary Shaw 

MARJORY SELLERS
Marjory Sellers, age 98, passed away on February 25,

2019. Lovingly known as “Nana” to her family and as
Marge to all who knew her, she leaves with them all, near-
ly a century of stories and memories. 
Nana was born in

Necessity, Texas, October
18, 1920. During the
Great Depression, her
family moved to and set-
tled in Fullerton,
California. She attended
Ford Elementary,
Wilshire Intermediate,
and Fullerton High
School, graduating with
the Class of 1938.
Afterwards, she enrolled
in Fullerton College and
was crowned the Turkey
Day Queen and traveled
across the state with the
Sunkist Company pro-
moting the California
orange industry. 
In 1942, she married

Robert “Bob” Lee Sellers, a World War II veteran, and
along with her parents, built a house in Fullerton. There
she and Bob raised their only child, William “Bill” Sellers,
and put down their roots until 2003, the year she packed
her belongings and moved to Antimony, Utah, with her
son and daughter-in-law. 
An avid artist, Nana studied watercolor painting under

the tutelage of artists Helen Reed and Rex Brandt and
continued painting well into her nineties. Her quick wit
and sense of humor will stay alive for generations to come
as will her love of reading, nature and the simple things
that life has to offer.
Nana is survived by her son William Sellers, daughter-

in-law, Shirley Sellers, grandchildren Dean Sellers and
spouse Tina, Debbie Sellers and Matt Francis, Claudia
Sellers and spouse Lia, Jeff Petitt and spouse Cynthia, and
great-grand-children Lauren Smith-Petitt and spouse
Heather, Jordan Sellers, and Garret Sellers. She is also sur-
vived by nephews and nieces Michael and Irene Sellers,
Cliff and Susan Kettle, John and Jean Kliest, and Grady
and Luanne Richards.
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The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To par-
ticipate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide valid
licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable for our
family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10 for 50 words or less per issue.
Payment is by check only.   The Observer assumes no liability for ads placed here.
However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a service,  please let us
know at (714) 525-6402.  Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to inquire about
business licenses. For contractor license verification go to the California State
Contractor License Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov.       

ANSWER KEY
“BEFORE & AFTER
LOCALLY” on page 7: 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS 
Call (714) 525-6402

HOME REPAIR
LICENSED HOME SERVICES
Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Fences, Gates, Patio Covers 

CSLB #744432.  
Free estimates (714) 272-8702

CITY JOB OPENINGS
(updated April 24, 2019)

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on the
“Apply” link or visit Fullerton City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
•Adult Services Librarian
Full-time $4,338-$5,537/monthly
•Library Page 1
Part-time $12-$12.50/hr (no benefits)
1,000 hours per year.
•Police Officer (Lateral) 
$5,986-$7,640/mo. Full Time. 
Must be Academy Trained
•Senior Building Inspector
$5,776-7,372/monthly Full Time.
•Police Officer Trainee
$5,986-$6,599/monthly Full Time.
•Police Cadet
$12.50-$14/hr Part Time No Benefits.
•Community Services Specialist
$12.75-$13.25/hr No Benefits
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker
Part time $12-$13/hr No Benefits

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey 

was born in Fullerton
and returned to raise
her family here. This is
her 101st Crossword
for the Observer! She
has been contributing 
puzzles since 2014.

EMPLOYMENT

WANT TO BUY
Wanted: OLDER ENGINEERING

& TECHNICAL BOOKS
Engineering, physics, mathematics, elec-
tronics, aeronautics, welding, woodwork-
ing, HVAC, metalworking and other

types of technical books purchased. Large
Collections (25+ books) Preferred. Please

call Deborah (714) 528-8297

FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOB OPENINGS deadline 5/7/19
•School Bus Driver: $20-$25/hr
•Instructional Assistant/Recreation
$15-$19/hourly Part Time
•Speech/Language Pathology Assistant
$20-$25/hourly Part Time
And more. Apply at www.edjoin.org  

“Fullerton Elementary”

NEED ROOM TO RENT
DISABLED FRIENDLY ROOM
I am a local Fullerton woman with

Cerebral Palsy who needs to rent a dis-
abled-friendly room in Fullerton (I am on
crutches and also occasionally use a wheel-
chair. If you have a room I can rent or
other suggestions for me please call me at
(562) 943-7156 Room 41A and ask for
Jean. I have a steady SSI income and can
afford $700 per month rent.  Thank you,

POSITION AVAILABLE

MASSEUSE NEEDED
Need services of a woman massager for
a lady who had knee replacement sur-
gery. On per diem basis. Call Bipin at
(657) 500-8366 and leave message.

Crash at Fullerton Airport
Kills Pilot 

by Matthew Leslie

The pilot of a twin engine airplane
died in a fiery crash on takeoff at the
Fullerton Municipal Airport Thursday
night, April 18.
Firefighting units from Fullerton,

Anaheim, and the Orange County Fire
Authority responded to a 7:51pm report
of a crash on one of the runways, arriv-
ing just six minutes later to find the
plane engulfed in flames. The odor of
the fire was carried at least two miles
eastward.
At 9:35pm Kathy Schaefer, Division

Chief of the Fullerton and Brea Fire
Departments briefed reporters from
more than half a dozen news networks
covering the story live from the airport
parking lot. Through the chain link
fence behind her, the grey metal wreck-
age of the burned out plane could be
seen on the runway, still surrounded by
the flashing lights of emergency vehi-
cles.
According to Chief Schaefer, the pilot

was taking off in his Beechcraft BE-60,
a twin engine, six seater piston aircraft.
For unknown reasons, just seconds into
the flight at an altitude of 50 feet, the

plane veered left, crashing
nose down into the
ground. The plane, fully
fueled for a planned flight
to Utah, burned quickly,
becoming, in the words of
Chief Schaefer, “fully
involved.” The pilot was
pronounced dead at the
scene. 
According to a report by

KTLA Channel 5, the
pilot, Robert Ellis, 48, a
dentist with a practice in
Tustin, flew once a week
between the family home
in Utah to California. His
wife and their four sons,
and his parents and other
family members have been
notified. 
Ellis had been a tenant

at the Fullerton Airport
since June 2015.
The airport runway was

closed following the acci-
dent for four hours. The
area was clean and fully
operational at 7pm on the
19th. Minor damages to
the asphalt concrete taxi-
way were repaired by the
City Public Works Dept.
The Federal Aviation

Administration and
National Transportation
Safety Board officials are
investigating to determine
the cause of the crash.

Division Chief Kathy Schaefer informs news crews
gathered at the Fullerton Airport after the crash. 

-PHOTO BY DAMION LLOYD

LOW CALCIUM CAUTION

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092

www.paulnelsondental.com

The calcium deficiency disease
known as “hypocalcemia” can pose a
threat to bone health by leading to the
bone-thinning disease known as
“osteoporosis.” While this is certainly
a concern, particularly to older
women, hypocalcemia can also pose a
risk to the teeth. A body that lacks cal-
cium draws this important mineral
from the teeth, potentially causing
dental problems such as weak roots,
irritated gums, brittle teeth, and tooth
decay, as well as delayed tooth forma-
tion in infants. It is therefore impor-
tant to spot calcium deficiency and
treat it early on. Because hypocal-
cemia may not present early symp-
toms, a dental exam can play a critical

role in diagnosing the problem and
averting its consequences. Aside from
dental problems, symptoms of
hypocalcemia include fatigue; muscle
aches/spasms; dry, itchy skin; brittle
nails; and painful premenstrual syn-
drome.
We believe a healthy diet is as strong

a defense of oral health as diligent
brushing, flossing, and professional
cleanings are. Our skilled and dedicat-
ed dental team is one of our greatest
assets and our high standards of qual-
ity and integrity sincerely motivate us
to achieve the best results for our fam-
ily of patients. If it’s been awhile since
your last visit, why not call our office
for an appointment?
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Fullerton College Earth Day 
Migration Symposium 

by Jesse La Tour

The symposium ended with a “conversation circle” hosted by Students for Equitable Sustainability. 
The topic was The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Above members of SES hold up cards which include some of these rights.

On Earth Day, April 22, the Fullerton College Sociology
Department hosted a “Migration Symposium” featuring speakers and
conversations which sought to draw lines between current issues sur-
rounding the environment and human migration.
“Today we stand with millions of people around the world,” geog-

raphy professor Aline Gregorio said. “This is the 49th anniversary of
Earth Day, a day symbolizing the birth of the environmental move-
ment in the 1970s here in the United States.”
Gregorio said that this Earth Day comes at “a sobering moment” in

which environmental issues are not just about individual altruism, but
about the future of human civilization.  The consequences of climate
change are spread unevenly around the world—the global rich consti-
tute 20% of the population, but consume 80% of the global resources.
This environmental inequality results in the forced migration of mil-

lions. Since 2008, an average of 24 million people have been displaced
by catastrophic weather disasters.

Demographic Change: California 
is the USA in Fast Forward

The keynote speaker for the symposium was Dr. Manuel
Pastor, professor of sociology and American studies at USC.
Dr. Pastor directs the Center for the Study of Immigrant
Integration, and has a new book out called State of
Resistance: What California’s Dizzying Descent and
Remarkable Resurgence Means for America’s Future.
The main focus of Dr. Pastor’s talk was how the current

political and social moment that America finds itself in is
very similar to what California faced in the 1990s, and
learned from. As he put it, California is America “in fast for-
ward”—with lessons for the rest of the nation on issues of
immigration and demographic change.
Dr. Pastor showed a chart indicating that the United States

is on the path to becoming majority people of color by the
year 2043. This is, for some people, a source of great delight,
and for others a source of great fear and anxiety.
The current demographic changes happening in the

United States are a mirror of what happened in California in
the 1990s. Facing such changes in the population with the
arrival of new immigrants, lots of Californians responded
exactly the way lots of Americans are responding today—
with fear, discrimination, and nativism.
This was demonstrated by developments like the passage

of Prop 187 in 1994, which sought to strip access to social
services and education from undocumented immigrants,
and the elimination of bilingual education.
And yet California today has declared itself to be a “sanc-

tuary state” with some of the most progressive immigration
policies in the nation. The people who were anxious about
demographic change began to realize that it wasn’t that scary.
Thus, the demographic changes (and anxiety) happening

in America are changes that California already went
through, learned from, and moved on to become the wel-
coming place it is today. In this way, those fearing demo-
graphic change can look to the Golden State with hope.

Message from an Asylum-Seeker
The symposium also featured a panel discus-

sion on the topic of “Immigrant Resilience”
which included three speakers, the first of which
was Judge Najla Ayoubi, who is currently an asy-
lum-seeker in the United States.
Ayoubi is a founder of the Women’s Regional

Network, which is a network of women leaders
“working together to advance women’s rights and
regional peace in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
India.”
Having served in several important govern-

ment posts in Afghanistan, including the
Independent Election Commission, and con-
tributing to the creation of Afghanistan’s consti-
tution, Ayoubi had to flee her country out of fear
for her life.
Despite the challenges she faces, Ayoubi con-

tinues to work with the Women’s Regional
Network (WRN).
She discussed some of the goals, mission, and

accomplishments of the WRN, which seeks to
amplify women’s voices and experiences in con-
flict zones and to maintain a strong foundation
for new strategies for peace.”
The WRN works with governments and grass-

roots groups to help shape better policies.
“Last night I was up to 3-4am communicating

with my colleagues back in Sri Lanka because we
have to look at how we can protect human rights
there” following the deadly terrorist attacks.
Ayoubi said that the work being done by the

WRN is being replicated in Latin America and
Africa.

Environmental Justice
The next speaker was Dilia Ortega from the local group

Communities for a Better Environment (CBE), which
seeks to empower low-income communities of color who
are unequally affected by urban pollution.
Orteta’s passion for environmental justice derives from

her experience of witnessing family members work various
jobs in the industrial cities of Vernon and Walnut Park (in
LA County).
She gave a definition of environmental justice, which is

“People working together to make sure everyone is able to
breathe clean air, drink clean water, and live on clean soil,
regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age, culture,
ability, nationality, or income.”
Ortega showed a map of LA county, which demonstrat-

ed that areas with majority people of color tend to overlap
with areas containing factories emitting a lot of pollution,
and Superfund sites. She called this “environmental
racism.”
“Often times these companies go into our communities,

communities of color, communities with a big immigrant
population, because they assume we’re not going to stand
up and fight them,” Ortega explained.
The purpose of Communities for a Better Environment

is to get people involved in advocating policies that protect
areas vulnerable to pollution.
“We do this work because this affects our lives,” Ortega

said. “Often when people talk about Earth Day, they talk
about protecting animals like polar bears. But we’re also
talking about people and their right to clean air, drinking
water, and soil.”

Undocumented Joy
The final speaker in the “Immigrant Resilience”

panel was Yosimar Reyes, a nationally-acclaimed poet.
Born in Guerrero, Mexico and raised in San Jose,

Reyes’s poetry explores themes of migration and sexu-
ality. He immigrated to the US at age 3 and has lived
all his life here.
“I’m a poet who happens to be undocumented,”

Reyes said. “So if you’ve never met an undocumented
person before, this is what we look like.”
He read his poem “Undocumented Joy.”

The Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights

The symposium ended with a “conversation circle”
hosted by Students for Equitable Sustainability. The
topic was The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, a milestone document in the history of human
rights, signed by countries of the United Nations
(including the United States) in 1948.
The conversation asked attendees to consider which

of the 30 human rights established by the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights are being violated by
governments, including the United States, today. Some
of these rights include:
• the right to asylum
• no arbitrary detention
• right to life, liberty, and security
of person

• right to privacy
• freedom of migration
• no degrading treatment
• adequate standards of living


