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Memorial Day May 27
A special salute “Remembering the

100th Anniversary of WWI ending and
the role of the US Army Reserves” will
take place at 10am on Monday, May 27,
at the 81st Annual Memorial Day
Observance at Loma Vista Memorial
Park, 701 East Bastanchury Rd., in
Fullerton.
The guest speaker is Major General

Eugene LeBeouf, Commanding General
79th Theater Sustainment Command,
Los Alamitos.   Ed Paul will MC, and all

the usual groups will
participate.
Members of the

public, and all veter-
ans and their fami-
lies, are invited.
Parking at the city
park on the south
side of Bastanchury
Rd will be available.
Prior to the ceremo-

ny, veterans in attendance will receive
photos and commemorative pins. 
The program is sponsored by the non-

profit American Veterans Memorial
Association, the City of Fullerton and
Loma Vista Memorial Park. Further infor-
mation may be obtained  by visiting
www.avmafullerton.org or by calling (714)
871-2412.  

Son of Famous Chicano Artist to Begin
Restoration of Lemon Park Mural

Sonora High
Chefs Win 
First Place 

Fullerton Joint Union High
School District’s Sonora High
Culinary team (at left) won
the Cooking Up Change com-
petition where they competed
with teams from nine other
schools to create a healthy and
delicious school menu that
both followed USDA nutri-
tion guidelines and budgetary
constraints of only $1.30 per
meal. The competition was
judged by professional chefs
and sponsored by the non-
profit Kid Healthy and
Northgate González Market in
Anaheim on April 25.  

by Jesse La Tour

Council voted 4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to
approve up to $8,500 from the Parks and
Recreation budget to restore the “Ninos
del Mundo” mural along Lemon Ave. as
part of a larger plan to (possibly) restore
all of the Lemon underpass murals, which
include the iconic “The Town I Live In”
mural through community partnerships
and the Public Arts Committee.
The Lemon Street Murals, next to

Lemon Park on the concrete pedestrian
overpass, were created in several stages by
multiple artists. The earliest pieces were
part of a neighborhood beautification
effort led by the Maple Community in
1977—1979.
“La Mujer Latina” and “Niños Del

Mundo,” by renowned Chicano muralist
Emigdio Vasquez Sr., were added as fund-
ing became available in subsequent years.

Over time, the murals have aged and
have been restored twice, most recently in
2011 when “Niños del Mundo” was
cleaned and restored.
The latest restoration of “Ninos del

Mundo” will be done by  Emigdio
“Higgy” Vasquez Jr., son of original
muralist Emigdio Vasquez.
Vazquez Jr. also submitted to the city a

proposal for restoring all of the murals,
along with new signage along the overpass
for $94,550.
Council requested that the city’s Public

Art Committee, under the direction of the
Fullerton Museum Center, initiate a fund
raising campaign to restore murals and
undertake other community art engage-
ment opportunities at this location.
During public comment, Mayor Jesus

Silva asked residents of the community

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 11

DOES CANNABIS
HAVE A PLACE
HERE? by Jane Rands

Former state senator Josh Newman
moderated the Neighbors United for
Fullerton quarterly discussion that asked,
“Is there a Place for Cannabis in
Fullerton’s Future?” on May 6 at the
Fullerton Library. Fullerton City
Councilman Ahmad Zahra, Fullerton’s
Interim Chief of Police Bob Dunn, and
CEO of Eight88Hospitality Richard
Ham, provided their perspectives as a pol-
icymaker, law enforcement officer, and a
businessman in the cannabis industry.
Before asking questions, Newman pro-

vided extensive information to put the
discussion into context. In 1996, 54% of
California voters approved legalizing
medical Marijuana. 20 years later, 57% of
California voters approved legalizing
recreational use of cannabis.

Continued on page 2

Sonora High Culinary Instructor Stephanie Nhim with Sonora’s First Place Team, seniors Candice Ivy
and Elijah Arredondo, are flanked by sponsors Clemente Gonzalez,  (at far left)  and Teresa Blanco
(at far right) of Northgate González Market. The Sonora High School student team came in first in

the cooking competition with their Chicken Banh Mi sandwich. - PHOTO BY JERE GREENE

STATE OF THE COMMUNITY: Ballet Folklorico dancers performed at The State of the Community and Resource Fair on Saturday,
May 11 at the Downtown Plaza. The event included all the fun features of the Fullerton Collaborative’s annual Faces Festival 

plus a speech by Mayor Jesus Silva. Read the story online at www.fullertonobserver.com. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR



While the state allows adults of 21 years or older to grow,
buy, possess, and use limited amounts of marijuana on pri-
vate property by smoking, vaping, ingesting, or as a topi-
cal rub; cities can disallow commercial growing, process-
ing, sales, and public use within their jurisdictions. Cities,
however, cannot prohibit deliveries to residents by state
licensed sellers from outside the city.
There are controls similar to those on alcohol that limit

how one may transport weed in a car and prohibitions
against using while driving or riding in a car. Driving
under the influence or “drugged driving” is just as illegal as
drunk driving.
State licensed sellers collect 15% in state taxes in addi-

tion to local taxes and fees. When taxes are too high, it
drives buyers to purchase from illegal, unregulated and
sometimes unsafe “underground” sources rather than more
costly legal sources.

The Federal government still
classifies Mary Jane as an illegal
drug. Financial institutions that
accept profits from ganja sales
can be charged with laundering
drug money. This causes state
licensed sellers to run a cash
only business which makes it
difficult to track sales and taxes
owed as well as creating a risk
for sellers with large amounts of
cash who may become a target
for theft.
Newman said there are only

35 cities in California that allow
any cannabis industry opera-
tions or sales. There are 620

licensed shops in the state. Orange County remains the
most restrictive county, despite Orange County voter
approval of Proposition 64 by a 4% margin. Only Santa
Ana allows storefront operations and La Habra permits
distribution and testing.
Historically, the Fullerton City Council has rejected

allowing marijuana businesses or even putting a city ordi-
nance before the voters of Fullerton to determine whether
dispensaries or other cannabis-related business should be
permitted.
Councilmember Flory attended the NUFF forum as did

Fullerton Republican Women Federation President
Gretchen Cox and former Fullerton School Board
Member Minard Duncan. Mayor Silva was also present at
the start, but left after Councilmember Zahra stated his
concern of a potential Brown Act violation with a majori-
ty of councilmembers present.
Zahra explained his personal experience with cannabis.

In hopes of alleviating chronic pain from fibromyalgia,
years ago he received a prescription for medicinal marijua-
na. However, he was “reluctant” to try it and never filled
the prescription.

Interim Chief Dunn said he is only concerned with
doing what the council asks him to do and policing with-
in the limits of the state law according to Proposition 64.
He said he is, “reluctant to get behind legalization” and
thinks legalization was “premature.”
Ham described himself as a pro-cannabis Korean immi-

grant who grew up in Cerritos and worked for Hilton
Hotels prior to launching his business. He says he has a 3-
year-old child and has concerns about teaching kids how
to use pot safely when they are old enough, the same as
alcohol. He said that a portion of tax revenue from the
industry “Should go to education, medical research, polic-
ing, and enforcement of the elicit market.”
Moderator Newman asked the panel a series of ques-

tions: 

What are the implications of the state 
licensing deliveries in any city 

regardless of the local prohibitions?
Dunn said he thinks people are confused about what is

legal and what is not. The department receives complaints
about deliveries and people smoking pot where it is illegal.
He says it creates “a lot of effort with little return” and
more time spent educating people about the law than
enforcing it. Dunn also said delivery drivers carrying cash
can be a targeted by criminals.
Zahra said the city should create some rules and regula-

tions that would create clarity for police.
Ham said Santa Ana dispensaries take credit card pay-

ment but cannabis sales are “cash heavy” like bars. He said
onsite sales locations can utilize vaults that track cash
intake for taxing and make cash inaccessible to thieves.
Ham said that delivery into the city is based on demand
from residents and Fullerton is “not getting any benefit
from it.” When he began to suggest that homeless people
might be beneficiaries of new city profits, some people in
the audience objected, saying that marijuana causes home-
lessness.

Could the Kimberly-Clark site be a future 
opportunity if Fullerton were to begin permitting 

some industry, sales, or public use?
Ham recommended that keeping cannabis businesses

within a specific area would make it easier to “keep an eye
on” and to regulate.
Dunn restated his support for “whatever the law is,” but

warned that other states don’t allow a single entity to par-
ticipate in more than one aspect of the business. As an
example, the same business cannot grow and sell.
Zahra said that people like to regulate anything new and

this “should not be an exception.” Public safety entities
should help determine how to regulate the businesses effi-
ciently and establish rules on tax revenue generation and
distribution. “It could potentially be something to benefit
our community,” with manufacturing jobs paying union
wages at $25 to $30 per hour with benefits. It could also

Page 2 FULLERTON OBSERVER MID MAY 2019LOCAL NEWS

A Place for Cannabis in Fullerton’s Future? Continued from frontpage

benefit the city with tax revenue going to the police,
schools, or infrastructure.

How can Fullerton ensure there would not
be a negative impact on young people?
Zahra said young people are already aware of mar-

ijuana from illegal shops “popping up” in their neigh-
borhoods and next to schools. Unregulated sales can
expose people to cannabis laced with fentanyl. If
Fullerton were to permit sales, the city could regulate
purchases and use a portion of the tax revenue to
educate people about the dangers of pot. Revenues
could also pay for more police to combat the “black
market” sales, “You don’t want a case where it is out
of your control. That is where children get exposed,”
Zahra said.

How could Fullerton ensure 
that legal sales would “prevail” 

over the illegal market?
Zahra said that the NUFF discussion was a good

start. He recommended more discussion among pub-
lic safety entities and pot businesses on how to collect
and allocate tax revenue, and a discussion of the
potential effects on the community.
Ham said that more enforcement is needed to shut

down illegal businesses. As an example, he said that
out of 32,000 growers in the state only 3,500 have
applied for licensing. He said there is currently not
enough manpower to stop illegal growers and dispen-
saries. He reiterated that tax revenue from legal
cannabis businesses should be used to shut down
unlicensed cannabis businesses.
The discussion continued with the panel respond-

ing to questions submitted from the audience. Zahra
said there is “ambiguity” between medical and recre-
ational marijuana and code enforcement resources
would be better used correcting “substandard living
conditions” rather than chasing down illegal
cannabis shops. Dunn said that property owners are
cooperative with city efforts to remove tenants oper-
ating illegal cannabis-related business.
Dunn and Ham had different views on whether

legalized cannabis creates a danger to the communi-
ty. Ham referenced a 2014 article in the Huffington
Post that reported a decline in crime after Colorado
legalized pot. But he also said that illegal sales contin-
ued in Colorado because of high taxes on cannabis
and, “There is going to be crime at the illegal dispen-
sary.”
Dunn said that he learned from a 2016 symposium

hosted by Anaheim that children are accidentally
consuming their parents’ edibles and there is a
“drugged driving problem.” He also cited a 100%
increase in homelessness since Colorado legalized pot
and said businesses with “cash-in-hand” create a tar-
get for criminals.
Zahra said that the Council having an objective

discussion of data with public safety entities is “the
most important element” to “craft a policy that
makes sense.” Zahra discussed the need to educate
children about the negative effects of pot on early
childhood development so kids won’t use it - similar
to teaching kids about the effects of tobacco.
He recognized the potential economic benefits of

the industry citing the city’s need for “new sources of
revenue and business development” to fund road
repair and retain fire and police officers. He said tra-
ditional industries are leaving and “This is an indus-
try that is bringing jobs with good middle class
wages.”
Ham said, “As soon as you open the flood gates,

you don’t even know (how much business interest
there will be).” He said that Colorado has “Bud and
Breakfast” tourism that attracts people from Asia
where cannabis is illegal.
Code Enforcement has shut down 8 illegal shops

in Fullerton, according to Dunn. The city will con-
tinue expending resources on what Zahra called a
game of “Whack-a-Mole,” shutting down unlicensed
pot shops that move from one location to the next,
until Fullerton develops a comprehensive plan for
controlling and possibly benefitting from the bur-
geoning cannabis industry

VIDEO OF THE SESSION
For those who missed the session, a video taken by

Damion Lloyd of the NUFF  discussion on cannabis
in Fullerton’s future is now posted to the Fullerton

Observer's YouTube page. 
Here’s the link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJJbSzU8gEg

Cannabis 
AKA -

Weed
Mary Jane
Ganja

Marijuana
Bud
Pot
Grass
etc.

Cannabis businessman Mr. Ham, Councilmember Zahra, and Police Chief Dunn discussed the issues.
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Built by A Community of Friends,
Fullerton Heights, located at 1220 E.
Orangethorpe Ave., opened with a cere-
mony on April 30. The 36-unit, perma-
nent supportive housing community
reserves two-thirds of the apartments for
formerly homeless individuals and fami-
lies affected by mental illness, with the
remaining one-third for low-income fam-
ilies. The $18.8 million project includes
18 one-bed, 7 two-bed, and 11 three-bed-
room apartments. In addition, Fullerton
Heights has attained U.S. Green Building
Council LEED Silver certification.
Another new complex, Compass Rose,

a 46-unit family affordable rental housing
community opened with a ceremony on

May 6. The 1, 2, and 3 bedroom apart-
ments are affordable to those making less
than 40% of the area median income. 
The complex, at 400 W. Valencia Drive

in the Richman Park neighborhood of
Fullerton, includes free built-in services
for residents and the surrounding
Richman Park neighborhood such as the
REACH Kids after-school program. 
The complex is made up of 10 individ-

ual parcels that have been merged into five
lots. At the center of these separate build-
ings is a spacious community center with
management offices, recreational space,
and kitchen facilities, and an outdoor
space with picnic tables, barbecues, and a
tot lot – all for use by the residents. 

It’s a well-known secret that public
higher education in California and across
the country is increasingly built on the
backs of a large army of underpaid,
exploited part-time professors.
At a recent conference hosted by the

California Part Time Faculty Association,
a variety of speakers laid out the current
situation in stark and sometimes shocking
terms.

Stark Inequities in Pay 
and Working Conditions

David Milroy, Executive Director of
CPFA gave a talk entitled “Where Does
the Money Go? Analysis of North Orange
County Community College District
(NOCCCD) Salaries”
Using the information posted at

www.transparentcalifornia.com, which
reports where all state money/salaries are
going, including higher education, Milroy
pointed out some glaring inequities in the
system.
He showed slides comparing

average pay between administra-
tion, full-time professors (faculty),
and part-time professors. The aver-
age administrator in this district
makes $159,395 (including bene-
fits), average full-time faculty
member makes $88,962
($139,446 with overtime and ben-
efits), and at the bottom of the pay
scale, part-time professors make an
average of $16,178.
Now, one might argue that part-

time professors work fewer hours
than full-time faculty. Most dis-
tricts have limitations on the num-
ber of units part-time professors are
allowed to teach. So, to get a better under-
standing of “pay parity” we must compare
the hourly pay. Even though full-time
professors are paid a salary, it is possible to
determine their hourly pay by looking at
the number of hours they are required to
work, and divide that by their total pay.

Using this information—part-time facul-
ty are paid approximately 50% of the
hourly rate of full-time professors in the
NOCCCD. This is similar to other com-
munity college districts.
Milroy further showed that there are far

more part-time professors than full-time
professors, so the colleges and universities
are saving a lot of money by having
underpaid part-timers teach the lions’
share of the classes.
To highlight the inequity of pay com-

pared to number of employees, Milroy
showed that, despite the fact that part-
time faculty make up 62% of the total
number of employees, they only get 19%
of the total share of pay. Full-time faculty,
who make up a numerically lower per-
centage of employees (19%), get 47% of
the allocated pay.
While Milroy focused on the North

Orange County Community College
District, he said, “If you do this for any
community college in the state, they’ll

come out pretty close to this.
Usually, there’s about three times
as many adjunct (part-time) as
full-trimers.”
When you add this pay dispar-

ity to other aspects of working
conditions for part-time faculty
(lack of similar health benefits,
little job security, lack of office
hours, etc.) the picture becomes
quite shocking.
“Adjunct faculty are the largest

employee group in any college
and they do not deserve the ‘left-
overs’ after all other employees
have had their fill,” Milroy said. 

Given these systematic inequities, one
might ask, “How did we get here?”
To answer this question, Evan Hawkins,

executive director of the Faculty
Association of California Community
Colleges (FACCC), gave a brief history of
part-time faculty in California.
Up through the 1960s, there were only

full-time faculty at California’s colleges, so
there was not a two-tiered system (full-
time and part-time).
And then came the watershed moment

that jump-started this whole mess. In
1978, Proposition 13 (which placed limi-
tations on property taxes) created revenue
losses in higher education that led to the
“need” for more part-time faculty to fill
the funding gap.
“Prop 13 was a game-changer in the

way colleges were financed and changed
so many different things,” Hawkins said.
“You can look at that moment in time and
see a lot of the challenges that we have
today essentially coming from
there…after Prop 13, you start seeing
more of the reliance on part-time faculty
because of the drop in revenues that col-
leges are receiving.”

What Can Be Done?

Various panelists at the CPFA confer-
ence gave information and ideas regarding
what can be done to address this glaring
inequity at the heart of our higher educa-
tion systems.
One way that faculty can be more

informed and involved is by joining

organizations like CPFA, FACCC, and
(for those who teach in the NOCCCD,
Adjunct Faculty United), which send out
regular updates to members, and organize
opportunities for part-time faculty to be
involved in decision-making processes.
Adam Wetsman, current FACCC presi-

dent, said that part-time faculty need to
get involved in as many places as they pos-
sibly can: in the union, on the Academic
Senate, and in department meetings. Part-
time faculty should be seen everywhere so
that people say, “Ah, yes. These issues are
very important for all of us here.”
One challenge to this is that, unlike

full-time faculty, part-time faculty are not
paid to get involved in their departments
or with the college administration.
Additionally, part-time faculty are under-
represented in state teachers unions.
NOCCCD is unique in that it has a
union for part-time faculty, Adjunct
Faculty United.
Wetsman pointed out that the situation

in California is not unique—this is a
nationwide problem.

Read the full article online, by visiting
www.fullertonobserver.com.

The Exploitation of Part-Time
Professors by Jesse La Tour

New Affordable Housing in Town

The builder Jamboree Housing’s com-
mitment to building green helps lower
energy consumption, and in the process,
creates additional cost savings for resi-
dents with energy-efficient appliances and
lighting plus water efficient plumbing.
Each residential building has it’s own
laundry facility.
Working with other community part-

ners like St. Jude  Neighborhood Health
Center and CSUF’s Center for Healthy
Neighborhoods, Jamboree Community
Impact Group will provide onsite wellness
classes focused on improving the emo-
tional and physical well being of residents
and the community.   
At the opening ceremony Mayor Jesus

Silva thanked Jamboree, the city staff and
partners and said that “Quality affordable
housing can truly revitalize a community.”
Laura Archuleta, Jamboree President

and CEO thanked the city for working
with her company and noted that
“Affordable housing is still possible in a
post-redevelopment world when the
political will of a city is present.”
Jamboree is an award-winning nonprofit

development company that develops and
manages permanently affordable rental
and ownership housing throughout the
state. Financing for the $23.3 million
development includes a $9.7 million city
loan, $10.7 million in tax credit equity
invested by Union Bank, $2.2 million in
permanent financing and $12.3 million in
construction financing by Union Bank.
Next door to Compass Rose is a anoth-

er new affordable project being built by
Habitat for Humanity. That project,
under construction, is in partnership with
the City of Fullerton and community vol-
unteers and will include 12 affordable,
energy efficient homes.

At Right:
Fullerton Heights 
on Orangethorpe. 

At Left: 
Compass Rose 
on Valencia.  

Below:
The 12- home Habitat
for Humanity project
under construction.
PHOTOS BY JERE GREENE

Evan Hawkins, executive director of the Faculty Association of California Community
Colleges (FACCC), discusses the plight of part-time faculty in California.

Adjunct
faculty are
the largest
employee
group in
any college
and they
do not

deserve the
left-overs. 
-D. Milroy



During a “special session” before the
regular meeting, council discussed the
development of a “request for proposals”
regarding the future of the Hunt Branch
Library. This was based on recommenda-
tions from the Library Ad
Hoc Committee (LAHC)
report identifying and pri-
oritizing future potential
uses of the Hunt Branch
Library.
The report prioritizes

future uses in the following
areas: 1) Literacy  2) Art,
Culture, Exhibits, Museum
Uses and  3) Events,
Activity, Classes. The report
also identified several fund-
ing-related questions and a
list of potential grant oppor-
tunities as well as a list of
organizations in which to distribute the
Request For Proposals for possible part-
nership opportunities.

On February 1, the State Office of
Historic Preservation nominated the
Hunt Center and Library for placement
on the National Register of Historic
Places. With this action, it also places the

property on the California
Register of Historical Resources.
The LAHC Report envi-

sioned that the culmination of
the process of repurposing the
Hunt Branch Library would
bring “a variety of compatible
and creative uses that would
bring residents together in a
place that is welcoming, a place
of learning and sharing knowl-
edge, a place that encourages
curiosity, a place that serves as a
hub of activities, programs,
events and classes.”
Council voted 5-0 to direct

staff to bring back a draft of the Request
For Qualifications for approval.

•Rancho La Paz: Todd Harrison, a resi-
dent of Rancho La Paz mobile home park
in Fullerton, urged council to take con-
crete steps to protect residents of all the
mobile home parks in Fullerton from
predatory landlords, suggesting rent stabi-
lization.
Jean Perez, another resident of Rancho

La Paz, echoed these sentiments. “We still
haven’t come to some conclusion as to
what’s going on,” Perez said. “There’s
nothing to prevent Mr. Saunders [the new

owner] from raising our rent. Right now,
we don’t have anything to protect us. We
will be part of that homeless community.
There’s no place in Southern California
where we can live. Please, don’t forget us.
Keep us at the forefront of your minds.
Help us to be able to keep our homes.”

•Safety issues on Orangethorpe and
Valencia: Many residents spoke about the
need for road repair on Orangethorpe,
and the need for a turn signal at Valencia
by Maple School because there have been
many accidents there, which endanger
students attending that school.

The summary of the staff report reads:
“Including the city-owned Robert E.
Ward Nature Preserve, the forthcoming
implementation of the VTTM [develop-
ment agreement with Chevron for 760
homes and a shopping center] will see
78% of the West Coyote Hills area as
open space and conservation area. Central
to this is the purchase of neighborhoods
one and three which, together with the
Ward Nature Preserve, will keep the entire
area between Euclid Street and Gilbert
Street as open space.
“[The development agreement] men-

tions that the property owner is required
to provide specific...benefits such as a trail
system, key vistas, interpretive center,

long term maintenance of the trail
improvements (through endowment
funds), open space and interpretive center,
as well as miscellaneous infrastructure
improvements within the West Coyote
Hills area. With the decision of the State
Supreme Court [which declined to hear
the appeal of the Friends of Coyote Hills
lawsuit against the city and Chevron for
ignoring the 2012 Measure W referen-
dum in which 61% of Fullerton voters
voted against the development], the City
is working with Chevron / PCH to imple-
ment the public benefits and will [open]
public access to the West Coyote Hills,
through the initial trail improvements, by
May 1, 2020.”
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CITY COUNCIL NOTES
by Jesse La Tour

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video 

of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast 
at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon. 
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.

Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

May 7 City Council Meeting
(Next meeting Tuesday, May 21 at 6:30pm) 
Come see your local government in action!

FRIENDS OF JAZZ
Students from Sunset Lane Elementary school performed three songs on their

recorders. These students are the beneficiaries of classes provided by the local non-prof-
it Friends of Jazz, which offers music programs and scholarships in local schools. For
more information visit www.friendsofjazzinc.com.

Tuesday, May 14: Special Meeting
Budget Workshop

Tuesday, May 21: Fire Department
Acceptance of Donations, Curb/Gutter
sidewalk reconstruction FY 2018-2019,
trenches pipe technology investigation
and design change order, transportation

authority measure M2 environmental
cleanup, updated resolution setting
CalPers employer paid member contribu-
tions, committee rules of procedure
review, graffiti removal services contract
extension, approval of jail staffing services
agreement, monthly legislative update

Tuesday, June 4: Water Rate Increase
Public Hearing; Budget Public Hearing.

Coyote Hills Open Space Update

Council votes 
5-0 to direct staff
to bring back a

Request for
Qualifications

for organizations
interested in
partnering 

on future use 
of the Hunt

Library.

Public Comments

Council Takes Action in Hunt Library Session

Closed Session: Before every public city council meeting, there is a “closed ses-
sion” in which council meets with various parties to discuss items outside view of the
public. During this week’s closed session, council met with representatives of various
public employee unions (police, fire, city employees) to negotiate salaries, benefits, and
working conditions. Council also met with legal counsel to discuss the case Orange
County Catholic Worker et al. v. Orange County et al. (the ongoing court case regarding
the county’s lack of homeless shelter and services).

City Mission & Vision
Statements

Following discussion at the last council
meeting, council approved (4-1, Whitaker
“no”) the adoption of Fullerton’s new
“Mission Statement” and “Vision
Statement” which are as follows:
Mission Statement: To work with our

residents, businesses and educational
institutions to foster community pride,
develop a vibrant, diversified economy,
plan for the future, and to preserve and
enhance the features that make Fullerton
a desirable place to live, work and play.
Vision Statement: City of Fullerton will

be a thoughtfully planned, vibrant, eco-
nomically and socially diverse City which
constantly seeks to enhance the quality of
life and provide opportunity for all.

Wilshire Ave. Parking
Restrictions 

Council voted 4-1 to approve “Resident
Only” permit parking on both sides of
Wilshire Avenue between Lawrence
Avenue and Balcom Avenue.
This decision came in response to resi-

dents on Wilshire expressing irritation
over the number of Fullerton College stu-
dents who use the street for off-campus
parking, and requesting that the segment
of Wilshire be “resident only” permit
parking. The hours of restriction will be
for a 24-hour period to circumvent stu-
dent parking during night classes.
Councilmember Whitaker voted “no”

saying he is against “annexation of public
parking by adjacent homes,” suggesting
that public streets are for everyone.

Agenda Forecast
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Daytime Car Registration Plan Rescinded

“During the public hearing on the paid
parking pilot program, councilmembers
and members of the public expressed
questions and concerns about the pro-
posed requirement that vehi-
cles enter their license plate
numbers, or "register," at the
pay kiosks during daytime
and evening hours when
parking is free.  
“Concerns were expressed

that this would be an incon-
venience to customers and
that there would be no incen-
tive to register a vehicle if
there was no fee being
charged; concluding that this
would unduly inconvenience
customers and result in data
on parking lot usage that may
not be accurate and useful.
“Based on this feedback,

staff and SP+ [the company
running the pilot parking
program] revisited this piece
of the program and conclud-
ed that the benefit of the additional infor-
mation provided by requiring customers
to 'register' during daytime and evening
hours would not outweigh the concerns
expressed regarding the inconvenience to
the customer.
“Therefore, customers will not be

required to register their vehicles during
daytime and evening hours.  They will
only be required to register on Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday nights after 9:00 PM
when fees are collected.  On nights when
fees are required, SP+ will conduct a
drive-thru survey of the parking areas
immediately prior to 9:00 PM to establish

which vehicles are parked in the
lots/structures prior to 9:00 PM.
“We will make sure that all educational

and outreach material, as well as parking
lot signs created for the park-
ing program, clearly indicate
this in order to avoid confu-
sion for employees and cus-
tomers.  We are hopeful that
this change will help the pilot
program be successful.
“Please note that this

change does not require any
action on behalf of the
Council.  The second reading
of the ordinance on the
Consent Calendar tonight is
related only to Chapter
8.48.040 (Citation for
Violation) which currently
grants parking citation
authority only to Police
Officers and Parking Control
Officers.  The Police
Department is in the process
of supplementing its staff of

Parking Control Officers with Parking
Control Aides.  Additionally, SP+ will also
be issuing citations during the pilot pro-
gram.  The code amendment is required
to grant authority to Parking Control
Aides and others (SP+)  designated by the
Chief of Police to issue citations.  All
other components of the Paid Parking
Pilot Program were approved by Council
by resolution at the April 16th CC meet-
ing.
Thank you and please let me know if

you have any questions.
Ted White

Director Community Development”

CITY COUNCIL NOTES CONTINUED

Lemon Street Mural Restoration Continued from frontpage

The Town I Live In, Zoot Suit, La Mujer Latina (pictured above which faces Maple
School playground), Virgin de la Guadalupe, and several car murals on the Lemon Street
Bridge were set to be restored in 2007 but were bypassed in favor of restoring the Niños

del Mundo mural at the entrance of Lemon Park. - PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

which mural they would prefer to have
restored first. Egleth Nunnci said she pre-
ferred the Virgin of Guadalupe. Jose
Trinidad Castaneda suggested “La Mujer
Latina.” Bobby Melendez suggested the
“Cruising the Past” mural depicting the
1943 Zoot Suit Riots.
Councilmember Zahra said he chose

“Ninos Del Mundo” mural because it’s
“the most visible and easiest to restore.”
Council discussed various ways to help

raise funds for the restoration of all the
murals. Zahra suggested the city partner
with OneOC to apply for grants. Mayor
Silva suggested the creation of a Fullerton
Foundation [non-profit] to apply for
grants.
Councilmember Whitaker, who voted

against the item, said he was opposed “to
putting the taxpayers on the hook” and
would prefer the project be funded by pri-
vate charitable contributions.

The mural Niños del Mundo by noted
artist Emigdio Vasquez (a portion of which

is pictured above) is on the low wall
between the AMC parking lot and the
entrance of Lemon Park. It is set to be

restored by the late artist’s son. 
-PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

...customers 
will not be
required to 
register their 
vehicles during
daytime and
evening hours.  
They will only 
be required 
to register on
Thursday, Friday
and Saturday
nights after 
9pm 

when fees 
are collected.”

Though slated for restoration in 2007, the iconic “The Town I Live In” and associated
murals on the Lemon Street overpass bridge were passed up for restoration. Will a new

plan to restore Lemon Street murals include them? - PHOTO BY JOSUÉ RIVAS

Editor’s Note: According to the following memo from Fullerton Community Development
Director Ted White, the proposed daytime registration of vehicles during the Downtown

Paid Parking Pilot Program has been rescinded.
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FENDER FUN & HIP HOP?
The grand opening of Fullerton

Museum Center’s new exhibit, “Custom
Beats: The Art of Hip-Hop” on May 4,
coincided with the unveiling of “Building
Guitars, Making History: Fender Stories.”  
The Hip-Hop exhibit investigates the

ways Hip-Hop art and culture have per-
meated our everyday lives to become one
of the most influential lifestyles world-
wide.  Hip-Hop has been the heartbeat of
urban youth for nearly 50 years and has
grown from an African American main-
stay to an international phenomenon. 
On hand that evening were a number of

Fender employees who participated in the
Fender oral history project as well as the
late Leo Fender’s wife Phyllis, who is cur-
rently involved in another book with

Randall Bell, who co-authored the last
one titled Leo Fender: The Quiet Giant
Heard Around The World. Also pictured
with Phyllis is Abigail Ybarra, the “Queen
of Tone” who started at Fender Music
Instruments in 1956 and hand wound
guitar pickups for decades, finally retiring
in 2013. 
Thousands of guitar players thank her

every day for the unique sound those
pickups make possible. No machine can
match her steady hand and for that rea-
son, among others, she is certainly a big
part of the Fender legacy.
Both exhibits run until August 4.

Gallery hours are Tues - Sun, 12pm to
4pm and Thurs 12pm to 8pm. Admission
is $5 ($4/seniors and students; $3/kids).

RECREATIONAL SWIM 
Recreational Open Swim is open to
persons of all ages from 6pm to 8pm
on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday;
7pm to 9pm on Tues., and Thurs.;
and from 12:30pm to 2:30pm on

Saturday at the Fullerton
Community Center. $4

LEARN MORE AT www.fastswimming.net

COME TOGETHER
RIGHT NOW

Imagine a city where people of all ages
and walks of life cared enough about their
community to donate their time and
effort to help one another. Imagine all
that could be accomplished if community
groups and churches, synagogues,
mosques, businesses, sports organizations,
non-profits and individuals focused on
making a difference by addressing local
needs and doing whatever job it takes to
make that city a better place.
Imagine no politics or animosity, no

judging or expectation of reward, imagine

“Queen of Tone” Abigail Ybarra with Phyllis Fender at the exhibit opening. The men at
back are Fender employees who participated in the Fender oral history project.

At Right
& Above:

Hundreds
of residents

gathered
along E.
Wilshire

and at the
Downtown

Plaza
before

heading to
numerous
work sites

around
town.

QUESTION:
This building (pictured above) still
exists downtown. Where is it? 
Send your answer to Mike at

AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

LAST ISSUE’S QUIZ
Where is this relic from the past
(below) located and what is it? 

Answer: Joel Maus was the first to ID
the BNSF railroad building on Santa Fe
just east of Lemon. There are still relics

of our past hidden in various locations in
our Downtown and throughout our city. 

hundreds of people just doing anything and everything to help
out their neighbors when they need it most. That is Love
Fullerton.
Fullerton College Professor Emeritus Bob Jensen, President

of Fullerton College Dr. Greg Shultz, and Fullerton College
Marketing and Outreach Assistant Melissa Serrato are pictured
above. Bob told us why he has been involved with Love
Fullerton for the past 6 years, “I believe that we are all called
to ‘love our neighbor…,’ and that should come with no strings
attached. Pure and simple. Figure out what you can do, and
try, in a small way, to make a difference.”
I first met David Bishop, grounds and maintenance lead

worker for the City of Fullerton, when he was working on the
area around the historic stone bench across from FPD, restor-
ing the stonework and adding new sustainable landscaping.
He told me that every year on the day before the event, they
move about 100 yards of wood chips onto volunteer 10 wheel-
ers for delivery to various sites, mostly schools. 
The chips are all from city trees. Some of the projects David

was overseeing this day included trails, parks, planters, medi-
ans, trash removal along roads, plus planting, painting, and
maintenance projects at Hillcrest park. Hundreds of volunteers
showed up at our Downtown Plaza, got their assignments,
then scattered all over town to show their love of Fullerton.  

According to those who participated, this was the most successful
year of all and of course you can help next year. 

For more info about year-round volunteer projects 

Photo Quiz
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ACROSS

1. Christmas tree topper
5. “The boy speaks with ___.”
10. “Dancing Queen” group
14. Heraldic border
15. Rubbernecker
16. Heart of the matter
17. Plastic containers that “burp”
19. Put on the payroll
20. Laugh sound
21. Cabernet, e.g.
22. Nearer to the opponents’ zone
24. Fullerton’s county
26. Urge forward
27. “___ the Body Electric” 
(“Fame” song)

29. 2000 Coldplay song
33. Glitch
36. French “no’s”
38. “Madam Secretary” actress Téa
39. Per

40. Inexperienced
42. Musher’s transport
43. Cucumber-yogurt side dish
45. “What do ___ you for my meal?”
46. Off-color
47. “Closer to Fine” duo ___ Girls
49. Anti-outdoors store?
51. Grannies
53. “The Incredibles” daughter
57. Initialism for the sequence of 
rainbow colors, and a hint to the 
order in this puzzle

60. The “p” of m.p.h.
61. Doctors’ org.
62. Concept
63. Idiotic plans?
66. Watch face
67. Nabisco ___ wafers
68. Deplaned
69. Withered
70. Shuts with a bang
71. Brazilian soccer legend

DOWN

1. Southern Bantu language
2. More accurate
3. ___ Beta (bygone supermarket)
4. Gym unit
5. Consenting
6. Lord, in slang
7. Hoppy beer
8. Truth ___
9. Penny loafers and Madras shorts
10. Trojan War hero’s brief profile?
11. Soft French cheese
12. Singer Ives
13. Fired
18. Units of work
23. Sense
25. Small songbird
26. Volcanic rock
28. “Me neither”
30. Take it easy

31. Unicorn feature?
32. Like some loads
33. Bandar ___ Begawan 
(Brunei’s capital)

34. Indian bread
35. Battery fluid
37. Stitched
41. Poisonous vapor
44. ___ fest (a night of girl talk, say)
48. Liver and ___
50. Dublin’s land
52. To no ___ (fruitlessly)
54. Soup scoop
55. In-box contents
56. Small sample
57. Purges
58. “Garfield” dog
59. Calendar span
60. ___ Springs, CA
64. State with many keys, abbr.
65. Short snooze

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019
“RAINBOW CONNECTION” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

CAPRI SHOES

by Sinh Dang

In March, I was recruited to work as a
Poll worker at the Third District
Supervisory Special Election in the city of
Orange, where the position of Third
District Supervisor was left vacant when
Todd Spitzer was elected District Attorney.
Voter turnout was reasonably high con-

sidering it was a special election, and
almost everyone was pleasant.  Like previ-
ous elections, many complained they did-
n’t register as vote-by-mail voters.  Some
surrendered their ballots to vote in person
and others had to vote provisionally
because they didn’t have their ballots with
them.
My inspector informed them that begin-

ning with the March 2020 Primary
Election, all eligible voters will automati-
cally be vote-by-mail voters. Starting then
voters can cast their ballots by mail or in
person at a Vote Center, and these centers
will be open between 4 to 10 days prior to
the Election Day!

Why Vote Centers?
The passage of Senate Bill 450

(California Voter’s Choice Act) in 2016,
effective 2020, authorized counties includ-
ing Orange County to conduct “Vote
Center” elections.

New Voting Systems Mean Big Change

Instead of having about 1000 polling
places, we will have 180 vote centers next
year, potentially in time for the
Presidential Primary Election in March
2020.  
Vote centers will be open 10 days before

Election Day and will also be able to
process voters to register and vote on the
same day.  In other words, the vote centers
are not only polling places, but also service
centers. Advantages of vote centers as
compared to traditional polling places are
many, for instance:

1) Each voter registered in Orange
County can cast his or her ballot at any
Orange County Vote Center.

2) Vote Centers open their doors 10
days before Election Day including week-
ends.

3) Vote centers are more secure than
polling places.

4) Electronic poll books (Voter Roster)
will provide real-time voter data.

5) The greatest advantage of the Vote
Center model is saving taxpayers’ money
on purchasing new voting equipment for
180 Vote Centers vs. 1000 Polling Places.
In addition to Vote Centers, vote-by-

mail drop-off boxes with security features
will be available throughout the county.

May 10 Explosion on Harbor 
Fullerton Police responded to 1100 S. Harbor at the side of Denny’s Restaurant

regarding an explosion which, according to the caller, was possibly related to a trans-
former blowing up. Upon arrival at 8:50am, on May 10 police found a 59-year-old man
in the street suffering serious injuries to his face and hands, including loss of fingers. He
was taken to the hospital and is expected to survive. No one else was injured and no
structures were damaged. Area businesses were evacuated and the OC Bomb Squad was
called to the scene and found two explosive devices - one of which had caused the
explosion. Police believe the man was nearby or had been holding one of the explosive
devices which were described as about the size of a golf ball with black powder and a
fuse. Harbor Blvd. was shut down until noon in both directions from E. Orangethorpe
to W. Southgate Ave. When the man (identity not revealed) is released from the hospi-
tal he may face charges according to police. Police believe the man was homeless based
on the number of possessions found next to the transformer box.



•Kindergarten:
1st-Aanya Dialani, 2nd-Shawn Allen, 
3rd-Jerry Jiang.
•1st Grade:
1st-Aaron Yen, 2nd-Elijah Pak, 
3rd-Juni Kwon.
•2nd Grade:
1st-Luther Kim, 2nd-Aaron Xu, 
3rd-Brandon Chong, 4th-Aaruv Biyani.
•3rd Grade:
1st-Shriya Gandhi, 2nd- Ethan Cho, 
3rd-Dylan Wang.
•4th Grade:
1st-Shaan Shah, 2nd- Nicholas Rainer, 
3rd-Blake Allen.
•5th Grade:
1st-Zac Xu, 2nd place tie between 
Jenna Ho & Pascal Duffus.
•6th Grade:
1st-Jacob Lee
•7th & Above:
1st-Joseph Ho, 2nd-Shrey Gandhi.

Runners Up Included:
Maxwell Troung, Amber Kwak, Lucas

Senghuy, Julio Estrada Campo, Owen
Lam, Jaxson Hoagland, Aarin Sasspal, Joel
Estrada, Logan Wiley, Seong Ah Yoon,
Jonny Villegas, Luka Jareb, Aashna
Dialani, Harrison Truong, Aadi Biyani
and Seijin Lee.
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Second Harvest Food Bank of OC opened their
fourth Permanent School Pantry at a 10:30am ribbon
cutting on April 30 at Pacific Drive Elementary. 
The newest way to fight hunger in Orange County,

the Permanent School Pantry, is an appointment-only
mini-mart providing free, fresh and nutritious gro-
ceries to families in need, strategically placed to serve
a community where 80% of children rely on free or
reduced-price school lunches.
The space for the pantry, called “Dolphin Market,”

was provided by the school. Ongoing support will be
provided by Second Harvest Food Bank and Project
Hope Alliance, who will staff the market with a
resource specialist who will also provide resources to
homeless families to support their transition into
more stable living situations. 
The market will be able to serve up to 240 people a

week, and is available not only to families whose chil-

dren attend the school, but also to anyone in the
neighborhood by appointment. 
Families and individuals may bring a Dolphin

Market reusable bag to fill with any items they
choose, including fresh fruits and vegetables, meats,
dairy, and nonperishable items once a week. 
Dolphin Market will be open Tuesday through

Thursday, 8:30am to 9:30am, and Fridays from 5pm
to 6pm and appointments are required to shop. For
more information, or to make an appointment to
shop at Dolphin Market, visit Pacific Drive
Elementary School or call the food bank helpline:
855-233-3362. 
Access to stable housing and nutritious food often-

times go hand in hand for our kids and families expe-
riencing homelessness. Over 28,000 students experi-
ence homelessness in Orange County.

Contact Second Harvest by visiting FeedOC.org.

Dolphin Market Opens at Pacific Drive

Fullerton School District
Notes by Jan Youngman

Fullerton School District is the recipient of seven
Community Investment Award grants from the Rotary Club
of Fullerton totalling $8,000. 
The purpose of the grant program is to fund youth, com-

munity, and senior citizen activities that support education-
al, cultural, health or athletic programs that advance the aims
of the Rotary Club of Fullerton. 
Three schools and four programs administered by the

Fullerton School District office are receiving the one-time
funds as part of this program.  Richman, Orangethorpe, and
Parks Jr. High School each successfully applied for and were
awarded a Community Investment Award grant specifically
for their sites.  
In addition, four programs administered by FSD were suc-

cessful with their grant submissions.  

FSD PROGRAMS RECEIVING GRANT FUNDS

AND WHAT EACH DOES INCLUDE:
•All the Arts for All the Kids funding will be used for the

creation of additional arts-designated rooms at school sites.  
•Resilient Families Program funding will go to continuing

to provide intervention and prevention service to high-risk
families for both parents and children.  

•Writer’s Guild Program funding will continue to create a
culture of writers and provides an opportunity for students
to work with literary mentors to enhance their writing skills.  

•Robot Nation funding will continue to help foster stu-
dents’ curiosity and passion in robotics and the grant fund-
ing will be used to assist in covering the cost of materials to
facilitate a mentor program in robotics.

Community Investment Awards
from Rotary Club

2019 City 
Chess Champs

At Left: 
5th & 6th Grade
Chess Champs
Pascal Duffus,  
Luka Jareb, 

Jacob Lee,  Zac Xu, 
Aashna Dialani.
Jenna Ho. and

Harrison Truong
with longtime Lion’s
Club tournament 
coordinator Pete
Baron at back.

Other Lion’s Club
members participat-

ing included
Tournament

Director Dewain
Barber, and Group

Directors 
Steve Mullins and
Anthony Mack.

The 14th annual Fullerton City
Scholastic Chess Championship, spon-
sored by the Fullerton Host Lions, was
held on May 3 at Ladera Vista Jr. High.
Thirty-eight students participated. 
(Due to AP & SAT date conflicts the Super
Champ Tournament will be held in June.)

Winners in each category are:

Hugo Rios (Assistant Principal Richman School), Jason Chong
(Specialist, Educational Services), Trang Lai (Director,

Educational Services), Dr. Emy Flores (Assistant
Superintendent, Educational Services), and Kyle Myers

(Coordinator, Educational Services) received the grants pre-
sented by Dan Ouweleen (at far right) from the Rotary Club.

At Left: 
1st

place
Joseph
Ho,

(10th
grade)
& 2nd
place
Shrey

Gandhi
(7th
grade) 

Below: 1st place winners 4th Grade
Shaan Shah, 3rd Grade Shriya Gandhi,

and Kindergarten Anaya Dialani.

At Left: 
Luther Kim won
1st place in the

2nd grade section
At Right:  
Aaron Yen  

won 1st place in
the first grade.
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Did You 
Know?

by Genevieve 

Mother’s Day in US
Celebrated by 86% 

WHAT’S
TRENDING?

by Irene

Mother’s Day is one of the most cele-
brated holidays in the US, with around
86% of Americans celebrating this holi-
day on the second Sunday in May. 
According to statistics, over 20 billion

dollars is spent annually on Mother’s Day
presents in the US alone (https://much-
needed.com/mothers-day-statistics/. 
From housewares to clothing, we like to

shower our mothers with gifts, as a way to
express our gratitude. Some of the most
popular gifts are: flowers, cards, spa treat-
ments, jewelry, and gift cards. In the US
around 2.6 billion dollars are spent on
flowers; $813 million on cards; $1.8 bil-
lion on spa services; and $4.6 billion on
jewelry.  These gifts are symbols of our
love and appreciation for our mothers and
their hard work. Hope you made this
Mother’s Day count!

Skipping School to Work for a Day

Mother’s Day Fun Facts

YOUNG OBSERVERS by Francine V

Have you ever wondered how parents
spend all those hours at work?  What
keeps them busy?  How would you feel if
you could get a day off from school so you
could see  for yourself what happens in
your parent’s work place?  My eyes glowed
when my mom told me that I was going
to participate in the “National Bring Your
Sons and Daughters to Work Day,” which
was held recently.
“National Bring Your

Daughters & Sons to Work
Day” is about inspiring  girls
and boys  across the country to
start thinking about their
future careers.  It connects their
learning from school to their
future life as a worker.    For
more information on the event
visit www.daughtersandsonstowork.org.
The main purpose of this event is to

experience  what it is like to work in your
parent’s office.  You can be introduced to
what may be your next workplace and
even get a hands-on experience on actual
tasks in the office. 
In my mom’s office, I learned new terms

such as “P.O.” or Purchase Order, which is
a document issued by a buyer to a seller
indicating types, quantities, and agreed
prices for products or services. 
Since I am interested in computer sci-

ence, my mom explained that each com-
pany has its own unique app to run the
business from entering customer POs,
issuing POs to vendors, and keeping track

RHYTHMO MARIACHI ACADEMY PERFORM FREE at the Fullerton Public
Library Osborne Auditorium, 353 W. Commonwealth 7pm-8pm Monday, May 20. 

of products in the warehouse, to collect-
ing payments from customers.  
I sat at my mom’s desk and she let me

navigate the system where I  reviewed an
order to make sure that the prices
matched the prices in the system and the
warehouse had enough product for the
order.  Whoa, that was pretty amazing. 
The day in my mom’s office was pretty

packed. My mom works for an interna-
tional food company
which imports specialty
food items and products
that are not typically
found in our country. 
The company has two

offices, one on the West
Coast and another one on
the East Coast. Each

region has different time periods so, for
example, 5:30am  here in California is
8:30am in the East Coast.  
My work day began at 5:30am where  I

joined the East Coast activities remotely
from my home via video conference. This
is something that workers in the past did
not have the chance to do.  Now, thanks
to technology, workers from different
parts of the country and the world can
hold meetings through video conference
calls.  
Later, at 8.30am, my work at the West

Coast office began when I attended a
round table discussion wherein workers
from the different departments shared
their experiences on the job. 

SUMMER PLAYGROUNDS
for Ages 5 to 12

A fun, safe program with arts & crafts,
education, outdoor play, games & more. 

Mon through Fri • 12pm-4pm $20
per session

Session 1: June 3 - June 28  
Session 2: July 1 - July 26

LOCATIONS:
•Chapman Park Rec Center 2515
San Carlos St.
•Garnet Neighborhood Center
3012 Garnet Lane “A”
•Gilbert Neighborhood Center
2120 W. Orangethorpe 
•Maple Neighborhood Center 701
S. Lemon St.
•Orangethorpe Park Rec Center
1414 S. Brookhurst Rd.
•Richman Neighborhood Center
320 W. Elm Ave.

SIGN UP NOW
www.fullertonEconnect.com

or call 714-738-3161 or sign up in
person at location

From the sales department, I learned
that sales executives are the ones who sell
the company’s products.  They also check
the purchase orders, monitor their cus-
tomers, and take care of many more tasks
involving lots of numbers, codes, and
product descriptions. They are also
involved in many meetings and discus-
sions with customers.
From the  imports department, I

learned that they are in charge of bringing
the products to our country - from seeing
that products are loaded onto ships that
come from different  countries around the
world to making sure that they arrive on
time and in good condition. They oversee
the documents  that contain all the infor-
mation about the products and make sure
that the products are allowed inside our
country.  
From the  operations and general man-

agement department, I learned that the
job requires the manager to address every
problem that occurs. He or she needs to
be flexible and ready to attend to anything
at any time, even on weekends or at night. 
After the round table discussion, it was

time for me to tour the warehouse.   It was
five times larger than what I expected it to
be. The warehouse manager took me on a
tour and showed me how the warehouse
operates and what products can be found
there. After the tour, I had another video

1. Mother’s Day is the third most pop-
ular holiday in the world - right after
Christmas and Easter.

2. The earliest Mother’s Day celebra-
tions were in Greece, in honor of Rhea,
who was the mother of the Greek gods.

3. 122.5 million calls are made to moms
on Mother’s Day!

4. On Mother’s Day, 62 percent of
Americans dine out.

5. Anna Jarvis is considered the founder
of Mother’s Day in the US. She persuad-
ed politicians, business executives and
civic leaders into making the holiday offi-
cial. On May 8, 1914, President
Woodrow Wilson signed a Joint
Resolution designating the second Sunday
in May as Mother’s Day thanks to the per-
sistence of Jarvis. Jarvis never married nor
had children of her own.
Source: https://www.easternfloral.com/blog/11-

fun-facts-mothers-day/

...the most 
important thing
about my future
career is to 

follow my heart.

At Left:

Francine,
and her
mom 

(at lower 
center)

with her
her mom’s
office mates
during the
annual
National
Bring Your

Sons &
Daughters
to Work
Day.

Who has two floppy ears and a hand-
some smile? Sully does! Sully is a pig and
very fond of belly rubs. Although he has
already been adopted you can meet other
pets waiting for a new home at OC
Animal Care! Call (714)935-6848 or  visit
http://www.ocpetinfo.com or visit OC
Animal Care at 1630 Victory Rd., in
Tustin, CA 92486.

FEATURED PET
by Katherine

Meet Sully

conference wherein the owner of the com-
pany presented four of the products that
the company sells; pineapple, mandarin
oranges, sweety drop peppers, and peanut
butter.  
I got to taste the actual products during

the presentation which is known as “prod-
uct cutting.”  I learned that food presenta-
tion and sampling are among the things
that sales executives do in order to sell the
products.
As I stepped out of the office at the end

of the day, I realized that I was so lucky I
got a glimpse of what happens in the work
place.  In school, we are encouraged to
start thinking of our future careers and
dream jobs.  But the experience I had  as
an office worker for a day was priceless.
Besides learning what workers do in the
office,  I learned important things that are
not taught in school.  
For example, Denise from the imports

department  told me to make sure I get to
know the company I want to work for
because it is good to work for a company
that does business with a heart.   My
mom’s company makes monthly dona-
tions to the L.A. Mission and encourages
employees to volunteer in the community.  
Sharion and Randy from the sales

department asked me to think about what
I want my work environment to be like
and the kind of people I want to work
with because it is important for my daily
dose of happiness.  They said they are
lucky because they treat each other in the
office like family.  
Jeanett, from the operations and gener-

al management department, said the most
important thing about my future career is
to follow my heart.



Page 10 FULLERTON OBSERVER MID MAY 2019TRANSPORTATION NEWS

BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202, 
Fullerton, CA 92832

714-879-5868 x5     www.michellegottlieb.com

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT

Life can be hard sometimes. It can feel like no matter what you do, nothing goes
your way. It can feel like everything that you touch, fails. We all have been through
times in our lives that are like that. No one has a life that always goes smoothly and
beautifully, no matter what they post on Facebook.
The key to these times of our lives is to know that this period will not last for-

ever, if we keep pushing through. If you just stop and stay in that spot, then things
will not change. You need to keep moving forward. You need to keep striving.
Moving forward when things are good is easy. It takes much more strength and
courage to keep putting one foot in front of the other when things are hard. Make
a plan of action and stick with it. Every day stand up and do things on that plan.
Every day know that you are slowly moving out of the hole that you have been in.
Sometimes you need to take it on faith that things are moving forward since you
may not see the results right away. But nothing is wasted. You may be in the
process of learning something or building up your resilience, but you are still not
wasting time. Keep moving forward. Be sure to nurture yourself, exercise, medi-
tate, eat healthy foods, reach out to others who will support your life changes.

When Nothing Seems to be Going Your Way

FULLERTON, RAIL TOWN by Brian Yanity

Part 3: The Pacific Electric Railway
This is the third article in a series about the past, 

present and future of railroads in Fullerton and Orange County.

By the time of the 1912 map (shown at
right), almost all of Orange County’s
communities were connected by rail.
Note that this map predates both the
Pacific Electric and Union Pacific branch-
es from La Habra to Fullerton. 
The Pacific Electric (PE)

Railway was started in 1901 by
railroad executive Henry
Huntington (nephew of “Big
Four” railroad baron Collis
Huntington), and over the fol-
lowing two decades built,
acquired and consolidated
‘interurban’ electric trolley
lines across Southern
California. 
By the 1920s the PE system

was the largest interurban elec-
tric railway system in the
world. At its peak, over 900 “Red Cars”
operated more than 2,700 daily trains on
nearly 1,100 miles of track across Los
Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino and
Riverside counties.  Huntington Beach in
Orange County, and Huntington Park in
Los Angeles County, were both started as
PE-backed ‘streetcar suburb’ real estate
developments named after the system’s
founder. System-wide PE ridership
peaked during World War II with over
100 million annual passenger boardings,
or an average of about 300,000 per day. 
The regional PE interurban railroad

reached Fullerton in 1917, as described by
the city of Fullerton website: “The Pacific
Electric Railway came to Fullerton in
1917, as an extension of the line from La
Habra at a cost of $425,000. The Depot

was constructed soon after-
ward in 1918, at a cost of
$10,000. Although passenger
traffic was never lucrative, the
large citrus industry provided
significant freight revenue.
Passenger service was discon-
tinued in 1938, while freight
traffic continued into the late
1940s. Around 1950, the
depot began a new life as a
Greyhound bus depot, which
lasted until 1976.”
Fullerton’s Pacific Electric

Depot, today the Hopscotch
Tavern, was built several hundred feet
north of the Santa Fe depot. During its
two decade operation as a trolley passen-
ger terminal, it enabled convenient con-
nections from PE trolleys to both down-
town Fullerton and long-distance passen-
ger rail service. Remnants of the PE right-
of-way in Fullerton include what is now
the Juanita Cooke Greenbelt & Trail,
between the northern city limits and the
Harbor/Berkeley intersection, as well as a
narrow vacant lot between East Wilshire
and East Amerige avenues, south of
Fullerton College. 

Fullerton highlighted on 1920 map of the Pacific Electric interurban railroad system

Pacific Electric Railroad Red Trolley Car passing over what is now Harbor Blvd. in
Fullerton (1920). PHOTO COURTESY OF THE FULLERTON PUBLIC LIBRARY HISTORY ROOM

In an upcoming issue of the Fullerton Observer, part 4 of this series 
will be on the history of the Union Pacific Railroad and railroads in present-day

Fullerton. The author would like to thank Harold Benash, President of the Southern
California Rail Plaza Association/Fullerton Train Museum

(www.fullertontrainmuseum.org ), and Elrond Lawrence - Executive Director of the LA
Railroad Heritage Foundation (www.larhf.org ), for their review of this article. 

1912 map of 
Orange County 

electric and steam 
railway lines 

by T. Newman

By the 1920s
the Pacific
Electric

system was
the largest
interurban

electric railway
system in the

world.
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High School Student Cook-Off 
continued from frontpage - PHOTOS JERE GREENE

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board meets
at 6pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays each month at 
district headquarters, 1051 W. Bastanchury Rd.   
714-870-2800 • www.fjuhsd.net

New General Bond Update
During the April 16 FJUHSD meeting

the trustees heard a presentation from
Bonnie Moss representing Clifford and
Moss LLC. Ms. Moss indicated she
believed it is a fortuitous time to run an
exploratory community study for an addi-
tional general obligation bond and the
company’s $60,000 initial price tag would
go towards gathering information from
likely voters to find out how much they
would be willing to spend towards an
additional bond. Ms. Moss acknowledged
that the FJUHSD administration has no
updated facilities plan or specific projects
determined yet, but despite this lack, Ms.
Moss expressed her confidence in the
superintendent and his team to gather
information for an ultimate plan to
implement. The majority of the trustees
evidently felt comfortable with the cost
and Ms. Moss’s confidence since only
Mrs. Buchi abstained from approving the
expenditure.

Employees of the Year 2019
The May 7 board meeting celebrated

the district employees of the year.
Every year the District Recognition

Committee recognizes personnel who
exemplify the priorities and values of the
FJUHSD. These teachers and support
staff, which includes office support, trans-
portation, aides, food services, and custo-
dial, give extra to ensure the safety and
success of all the students under their care
and serve as role models for students as
well as their peers. 

This year Fullerton Joint Unified cele-
brates the achievements of District
Community Liaison, Anna López, who
has been chosen as the Orange County
Classified School Employee of 2019. 
The strength and commitment that all

the teachers and support staff provide for
FJUHSD is reflected in the resilience
shown by their students to overcome
obstacles as well as their accomplishments
as they go off and achieve success in
careers and at college. Congratulations! 

Fullerton resident Kyle Kang represent-
ed the US in the qualifying rounds of the
ITF World Junior Tennis team competi-
tion which started April 25 in Montreal,
Canada. At the competition Kyle won all
four of his matches - two single wins and
two double wins - helping the US sweep
Guatemala and Canada. 
All four US teams move on to the finals,

with the World Junior Tennis
Competition in Prostejov, Czech Republic
August 5-10, and the Junior Davis Cup
and Junior Fed Cup at the US Tennis
Association National Campus, Lake
Nona, Florida Sept 25-30.

Congratulations Kyle Kang US Tennis

TEEN/SCENE
for Ages 12 to 17

Hang out with friends and participate
in crafts, games, sports & excursions 

in a fun, safe environment.

Mondays through Fridays
June 3-July 26 • 1pm-6pm

$30
Sign up in person June 3 at:
•Garnet Neighborhood Center
•Gilbert Neighborhood Center
•Richman Neighborhood Center

Above: Sonora High School Culinary
Team’s winning entry.

Each team prepared a lunch that
could be served at school - following all
the nutritional regulations - and served
tastes to a panel of 14 professional
chefs. 
Competing teams from the Fullerton

Joint Union High School District
included Sonora, Fullerton, La Habra,
and Buena Park high schools. Also
competing were Paramount, Katella,
Garden Grove, California, Los Amigos,
and Valley high schools. 
Dan Kohler of Renegade Kitchen led

the festive evening which also included
catered presentations by each team and
an awards ceremony. 
The Sonora High team won first

place, Paramount placed second and
the Fullerton High team came in third.

Teachers & Classified
Employees of the Year

(listed alphabetically by high school)
•Buena Park: Alicia Archunde (Visual 
Arts) & Diana Oseguera

•Fullerton: Kathy Cook (Special 
Education) & Elizabeth Oseguera 
(Attendance)

•La Habra: Diana Flores (Counseling)                              
& Lisa Tarnowski

•La Sierra: Julie Vinson, R.N. (Special 
Education) & Jill Brand

•La Vista: Mary Ann Palencia                                          
& Yolanda Hernandez 

•Sonora: Marjie Blevins (English 
Language Arts) & 
Teresa Zambrano  (Scheduling)
•Sunny Hills: Suzanne Boxdorfer 
(English Language Arts) 
& Fernando Serna
•Troy: Jon Manuele &                                                     
William “Bubba” Pittman (Culinary)
•Service Center: Jose Nungaray
•Transportation: Grace Gutierrez
•Education Center: Marta Toth

Next meeting is June 4th at 6pm

Below: Fullerton High student chefs 
await a decision from a panel of 

14 professional chefs. 
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Upper Left: The colorful booths and balloons created a festival atmosphere.
Above: Special Athletes and their buddies.

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2019

A SPECIAL DAY FOR
SPECIAL ATHLETES AT CSUF
The 34th annual Goodwill of Orange County Faley Special Games,

Orange County’s largest non-competitive, inclusive sporting event for
athletes with developmental and intellectual disabilities, returned to
Cal State Fullerton on May 3. 
Founded on the principals of volunteerism and community spirit,

the Special Games, hosted at the university in memory of Kathleen E.
& Jack Faley, brought together thousands of athletes, families and vol-
unteers for a day of fun, friendship, and sports. “The whole Faley
Family has been involved in the Special Games since they were creat-
ed in 1986,” Dan Faley said.
According to the CSUF Special Games website, the event was the

brainchild of three ambitious Cal State Fullerton students.  Under
pressure to complete a challenging class project for a communications
class in mass marketing and PR for a non-profit, Dan Faley, Lisa
Whaley, and Tom Bohen decided to create an on-campus event for
developmentally disabled and special-needs students from local
schools to make new memories through a day of sports, food, ribbons,
Disneyland characters, live entertainment, and other activities. 
However, the CSUF creators wanted their event to be different from

other Special Games events – they wanted one volunteer for each par-
ticipating student. So, on an April morning in 1986, family, friends,
CSUF football and basketball players, among other university stu-
dents, showed up and the Cal State Fullerton Special Games were
born. The Goodwill of Orange County Faley Special Games still uses
the “buddy system,” where special athletes of all ages are paired with
volunteer “buddies” from local high schools that stick together
throughout the day’s outdoor activities.
For more than thirty years, the Special Games have given partici-

pants, their families, and volunteers an extraordinary and unforget-
table experience. According to the CSUF Special Games website, “the
key to this event has always been – and always will be – the volun-
teers.” One of the key volunteers that first year was Kathleen E. Faley.
Sadly, Kathleen was killed the following year in a car accident. The
event was renamed a year later in her honor. “In 2015, Jack M. Faley,
our patriarch and architect of the growth of the Special Games was
added in memoriam,” Dan Faley said.    
In 2016, Goodwill of Orange County and CSUF teamed up to

expand and continue the Cal State Fullerton Special Games, Kathleen

E. & Jack Faley Memorial, renaming the event
Goodwill of Orange County Faley Special Games. 
There’s a saying that “without a seed a tree can-

not grow,” and that’s certainly the case with the
Special Games. The event is not only a family
affair where the entire Faley family turns out to
help, but a community event as well. “This year,
we are excited to have more than 2,500 special
athletes and more than 4,000
volunteers,” Emma Engelage
said via email. “From 8:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m., the athletics field
transforms into an outdoor
sports emporium with games
including football throw, basket-
ball, bean bag toss, volleyball,
Frisbee toss, whiffle ball and
more. Participants and their fam-
ilies can also enjoy live music,
balloon animals, on-site police
squad cars and fire trucks, lunch
and more.”
During the games, the fields

are filled with special athletes, their friends and
families, volunteers, vendors, and many others,
but when I arrived at one o’clock, most of the
activities had already wrapped up for the day, even
though it was not scheduled to end for another
hour. Rows of buses were pulling up to pick up
hordes of high school students. I followed the
event signs, walked underneath an archway of col-
orful balloons and found a field where tents with
red and white striped awnings were set up. A band
was still playing and people were congregating in
the shade underneath the tents, talking to one
another. Many of the children who hadn’t left yet
were dancing to the band or petting dogs walked
around by volunteers in red shirts.  
“We start setting up the Special Games on the

afternoon of the day before,” Dan Faley said. “Our
vendors, suppliers and amazing setup volunteers
meet onsite at CSUF about 2pm at the athletic
fields, and we all work together until the setup is
complete. It usually takes between 6 to 8 hours.
Our volunteers are great and many of them come
back year after year from schools, businesses,
churches, and organizations that have been sup-

porting us for the last 34 years.”
“Most of our participants

come from schools and organi-
zations that have been attending
our Special Games for decades,”
Faley added. “New individual
participants and new schools or
organizations can sign up on our
website or call our administra-
tive partners at Desantis
Management Group.”

The games have always
been a grassroots effort with all
donations going directly to sup-
port the event for the benefit of

special children in Orange County. Throughout
its history and always looking to the future, the
Special Games remain focused on fostering social
development and activity for athletes with devel-
opmental disabilities. This is an absolutely amaz-
ing effort, and if I attend next year, I’ll be sure to
arrive early. 
I’ve fallen a bit behind on creating videos to

accompany my columns due to a busy college
semester, but I will be posting the video for this
column and the previous wildflower article within
the next few weeks. You will be able to view them
by visiting www.fullertonobserver.com and clicking
the tab labeled “Local.” Underneath that tab, click
on “Emerson Little YouTube Channel,” which
will take you directly to my page. 

Founded on the 
principals of 

volunteerism and 
community spirit, the
Faley Special Games

bring together 
thousands of 

athletes, families, 
and volunteers.
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MON, MAY 13
•6:30pm: Sports Field Allocation

Plan at Fullerton Parks &
Recreation Commission Meeting
at City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth. See agenda online
at www.cityoffullerton.com.

WED, MAY 15
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine Every

Wednesday Farmers Market at
Independence Park next to the
DMV on Valencia between Euclid
and Highland in Fullerton. Fresh
produce including fruit, vegetables,
plants, eggs, flowers, baked goods,
tamales, empenadas, kettle korn,
nuts, and more.
•6:30pm: Writer’s Guild for adult

aspiring writers at Fullerton Public
Library, 353 W. Commonwealth. 

THURS, MAY 16
•4pm-8:30pm: Fullerton

Outdoor Downtown Market with
live music beginning at 6:30pm,
Beer & Wine Garden, craft and hot
food vendors, fresh produce, flowers,
kids activities. Downtown Fullerton
Plaza and E. Wilshire between
Harbor & Pomona.  (714) 738-6545
•6:30pm: Family Movie Night

“Mary Poppins Returns” for school
age kids and their families at
Fullerton Public Library, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free
•7:30pm-9:30pm: Eric Reed Trio

opens the Muckenthaler Jazz
Festival. Pianist Eric Reed first
gained attention as a teenager play-
ing with Wynton Marsalis. He later
collaborated with jazz luminaries like
Cassandra Wilson and Dianne
Reeves.  $30 (or $150 for season
pass). Tickets at www.themuck.org

FRI, MAY 17
•6pm-8:30pm: Fullerton Full

Moon Haunted Walking Tour with
paranormal open house at 5:30pm.
A guided tour of downtown
Fullerton haunted locations. Reserve
your spot by calling the Museum
Center at 714-738-6545. $20
•7pm: Fullerton High School

Spring Choral Concert “Time to
Say Goodbye” honors retiring
Choral Director Scott Hedgecock, at
Plummer Auditorium, 210 E.
Chapman (at Lemon). Tickets are
available at www.fuhs.booktix.com.
$10 (or combined with a ticket to
the Alumni Reunion Concert at
5pm the next night $15) Proceeds
support the Choral Music program.  

FRI, SAT, SUN, MAY 17-19
•4pm-8:30pm: OC Greek

Festival with authentic foods, danc-
ing and live music. Outdoor market-
place and a Kids Zone. St. John the
Baptist Church, 405 N. Dale St,
Anaheim. Visit www.ocgreekfest.com.
$3/general; Free/seniors, kids 12 &
under, military, police & firefighters.

SAT, MAY 18
•8am-2pm: 25th Annual

Muckenthaler Hotrod Car Show
featuring hotrods at the
Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 1201
W. Malvern. $5 (kids under 12 are
free). Call (866) 411-1212 for  info. 
•12pm-2pm: HERstory Matters

YWCA Luncheon at the Anaheim
White House features three inspira-
tional speakers: Tra Campbell, Ms.
Azucena Maldonado, and Hon.
Judge Nancy Weiben Stock (Ret.).
Tickets at (714) 871-4488 or
www.ywcaoc.org.
•5pm: Fullerton High Alumni

Reunion Choral Concert over 100
alumni returning to town from
across the country will perform
pieces selected by  retiring Choral
Director Scott Hedgecock, at
Plummer Auditorium, 210 E.
Chapman (at Lemon). Tickets are
available at www.fuhs.booktix.com
•5pm-9pm: Fullerton Sunrise

Rotary Benefit for Youth
Programs, All the Arts for All the
Kids Foundation & Fullerton
Museum Center The event includes
dinner, beer & wine, live music,
dancing and silent and live auction.
Fullerton Downtown Plaza at
Pomona & Wilshire. Visit
www.fullertonsunriserotary.org
•6:30pm: Girl Scout Troop 3119

Host Community Iftar Maple
Community Center honors Muslim
women in sports with speakers Dr.
Sofia Ghani, Sara Mudallal, Marwa
Atik, and Camila Dadabhoy and spe-
cial guests Fullerton Councilmember
Ahmad Zahra, Parks & Rec
Commissioner Ayesha Hussaini, and
OC Girl Scout CEO Vikki Shepp.
$5 RSVP to save your space to:
NationalGirlScoutsIftar@gmail.com 

SUN, MAY 19
•10am-4pm: 25th Annual

Muckenthaler Car Show Concours
d’Elegance featuring classic vehicles
and vintage travel trailers at the
Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 1201
W. Malvern. $10 (kids under 12 are
free). Call (866) 411-1212  

MON, MAY 20
•7pm-8pm: Free Rhythmo

Mariachi Academy Performance at
the Fullerton Public Library
Osborne Auditorium, 353 W.
Commonwealth. 

TUES, MAY 21
•9am: Kids Ocean Day sponsored

by the California Coastal
Commission. Learn more at
www.coastkeeper.org or call 714-850-
1965. Register to volunteer by con-
tacting Dyana Peña at dyana@coast-
keeper.org
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council

Meeting at City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth. See agenda online
at www.cityoffullerton.com.

WED, MAY 22
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine Every

Wednesday Farmers Market at
Independence Park. See May 15.

THURS, MAY 23
•1pm-3pm: Screening of “Pacific

Rim Uprising” (PG-13) at Fullerton
Public Library Osborne Auditorium,
353 W. Commonwealth Ave. Free
•4pm-8:30pm: Fullerton

Outdoor Downtown Market with
live music beginning at 6:30pm, See
May 16 listing.
•6:30pm-8:30pm: Trafficking in

Fullerton presentation Human
Trafficking 101 will be presented at
FLDWRK, 110 E. Wilshire, in
downtown Fullerton. Experts will
disscuss the issues. RSVP to orange-
county@unboundnow.org to save your
seat. Free.
•7:30pm-9:30pm: Vocalist Andy

James and her Octet, featuring
Lolly Allen at the Muckenthaler Jazz
Festival. $30. Tickets online at
www.themuck.org

SAT, JUNE 1
•2pm-4pm: LA Times Writer

Gustavo Arellano on OC Media in
Crisis speaks at the Pollak Library
Rm. 130 at CSUF, 800 N. State
College Blvd. Parking is free.  
•6pm: Free Fullerton

Community Band Concert “A
Time, A Place” performs at Fullerton
College Quad, 321 E. Chapman
Ave. Bring family, friends, chairs,
blankets & picnic dinner and enjoy a
wonderful concert.

MON, JUNE 3-AUG 18
•Summer Reading Program for

ages through 8th Grade features
prizes for readers keeping track of
independent reading. Sign up at the
Fullerton Public Library, or online at
www.fullertonlibrary.org/kidszone.

AMAZING GRACE: Two Hits

HITS 
&  
MISSES

Last month marked two hundred years since the
abolition of the slave trade in Great Britain.  This
human rights landmark owes its success to the moral
determination and political acuity of William
Wilberforce, a young man in the House of Commons,
who debated and cajoled his opponents in Parliament
for over two decades.  “Amazing Grace” is a conven-
tional biopic, but it is distinguished by Michael
Apted’s (“Coal Miner’s Daughter”) direction and a
memorable cast of British actors.
When “Amazing Grace” opened last month, reli-

gious groups and political activists (International
Justice Mission, Rugmark, etc.) lauded the film, find-
ing inspiration in its portrayal of an individual whose
personal ethics and religious fervor prompted him to
persist in a battle that seemed unwinnable.   Britain’s
slave trade had been so financially profitable that
Parliament resisted voting it out.  But Wilberforce
used strategies that today’s activists still find effective –
appealing slogans, persistent boycotts, and lengthy
petitions. 
As a young man, Wilberforce (Ioan Gruffudd) wres-

tles with the choice of whether to lead a contemplative
life within the church or become politically active.
Several influences force his decision.  A group of
Quakers and abolitionists and a radical preacher,
Thomas Clarkson (Rufus Sewell), acquaint him with
the horrors of the slave trade and the necessity of leg-
islating against it.  Another motivation comes from his
friendship with John Newton (Albert Finney), who
once served as captain on a slave ship and is now a
monk doing daily penance for his ignominious past.
It is Newton who wrote the hymn that gives the movie
its title. 
Wilberforce also has a powerful friend, William Pitt

(Benedict Cumberbatch), who knew by age 21 that he
would become prime minister.  Pitt recognizes
Wilberforce’s political abilities and wants him some-
day to serve with him in his cabinet.  He persuades
Wilberforce that Parliament is where he can best serve
God.  Pitt, also sympathetic to the abolitionist move-
ment, knows that he cannot openly champion that
cause and still become prime minister.      
The House of Lords unanimously opposes any

movement to abolish slavery or  the slave trade.  Many
of their fortunes rest on this profitable business, espe-
cially those derived from sugar plantations in the West
Indies.  By 1797, when the film opens, Wilberforce
has served for 15 years in Parliament.  Although still
only 38 years old, he is suffering from a painful colitis
and from emotional exhaustion.  Each year he has
introduced his anti-slavery bill and each year it has
been defeated.
Feeling discouraged and questioning whether he will

ever achieve his goal, he tells the story of these defeats
to the lovely Barbara Spooner (Romola Garai), who
encourages him to persist with his efforts.  Eventually,
they are married and, finding emotional sustenance in
his young wife and growing family, Wilberforce
resumes his crusade against slavery.
His eventual victory is even more impressive because

of the forceful opponents he must overcome.  Some of
the best scenes in “Amazing Grace” depict the spirited
debates and witty repartee between members of
Parliament.  Michael Gambon plays a wry and  clever
Lord Charles Fox, and Ciarin Hinds (the dashing cap-
tain from the movie “Persuasion”) now persuades us as
the greedy and  scheming Lord Tarleton.
But even these talents do not overwhelm Gruffudd’s

performance as Wilberforce.  His ringing voice and
square-jawed good looks make him an appealing advo-
cate for a cause whose time came to Britain at least a
half century before it reached America.  It is said that
Abraham Lincoln found inspiration from the efforts
and eventual successes of William Wilberforce.    

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

by Joyce Mason © 2019

TUES, JUNE 4
•End of Ramadan a month

of charity to others and fasting
for Muslims with no eating or
drinking sunrise to sunset each
day and at sunset a meal with
friends and family called Iftar. 

WED, JUNE 5
•6pm: Art House Film

Series “Green Book” (PG-13)
a white bouncer bonds with a
black musician while chauf-
feuring him around the Jim
Crow South at Fullerton Public
Library Osborne Auditorium,
353 W. Commonwealth. Free

FRI, JUNE 7
•6pm-10pm: Fullerton

Downtown ArtWalk come
downtown and enjoy local art
exhibits at numerous venues. 
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“One Slight Hitch”
@ STAGES THEATER
400 E Commonwealth Ave,

Fullerton
Tickets: (714) 525-4484
www.stagesoc.org

“Fellowship: The Musical”
@ MAVERICK THEATER
110 E Walnut Ave Unit B,

Fullerton
Tickets: (714) 526-7070 
www.mavericktheater.com

It is Courtney’s wedding day, and her
mom, Delia is making sure that every-
thing is perfect. The groom is perfect, the
dress is perfect, and the decorations
(assuming they arrive) will be perfect.
Then, like in any good farce the doorbell
rings. And all hell breaks loose. So much
for perfect. - thru May 19.

“Macbeth”
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE

BRONWYN DODSON THEATER
321 E. Chapman Ave. Fullerton 

Tickets: 714-992-7035

Macbeth is one of Shakespeare’s most
familiar and darkest tales. The production
plays out in a not-so-distant, dystopian
world, where society is teetering upon the
brink   of   collapse.   Macbeth's   torment-
ed struggle for power is fueled by ambi-
tion, paranoia, and encouraged by the
supernatural, but ultimately becomes a
self-fulfilling prophecy rather than a prod-
uct of outside   manipulation.   Directed
by Michael Mueller. -thru May 18.

Tolkien fans will delite in seeing all their
favorite characters with one major change
- they’re funny in this hilarious  musical
parody of the Fellowship of the Ring. 
This is the Orange County premiere of

the show from the book by Kelly Holden-
Bashar and Joel McCrary with music by
Allen Simpson. Lyrics and additional
material by Brian D. Bradley, Lisa
Fredrickson, Kelly Holden-Bashar, Joel
McCrary, Edi Patterson, Steve Purnick,
Cory Rouse, Allen Simpson, Ryan Smith,
Peter Allen Vogt and Matthew Stephen
Young. For ages 7 and older. Now thru
June 30. 

Nouveau Chamber Ballet’s “Cigale”
Fullerton’s own ballet company,

Nouveau Chamber Ballet, presents
“Cigale” and other works, on Saturday
evening, June 1st, at 7:30pm at the
Campus Theatre at Fullerton College.
Artistic Director Lois Ellyn has set Jean

de La Fontaine’s fabulist retelling of the
Aesop’s Fable “The Ant
and The Grasshopper”
upon Lina Adachi as
‘Cigale,’ with Edgar
Nikolyan as her lover. 
The Grasshopper,

Cigale, is a kind and gen-
erous friend to all, singing
away the summer, and
sharing her possessions
and provisions with all who are in need, to
the consternation and fury of the industri-
ous Ant, yet, when winter comes, Cigale is
scorned as frivolous and wasteful, and
there are none to help her survive. 
Originally presented by Lois Ellyn and

Nouveau Chamber Ballet for the school
children thanks to grants by the OC Arts
Council, Cigale is an award-winning story
ballet that is at once delightful, tragic, and
poignant. 

Other works presented that evening will
include powerful contemporary, modern,
and flamenco fusion pieces by Scott
Anderson, Emilio, David Kim, and Edgar
Nikolyan. Two solo ballet variations will
be presented by Clare Dietrich in the
Odalisque Variation from Le Corsaire,

and Lina Adachi in a vari-
ation from Le Talisman,
both originally choreo-
graphed by Marius
Petipas.
Festival seating tickets

are $35 each by check or
cash. Credit card pay-
ments can be accepted at
the door on the evening

of the production for a slight additional
charge. To arrange to purchase and pick
up tickets in advance of the production,
please call Lois Ellyn Studio at 714-526-
3862.
The Fullerton College Campus Theatre

is located at 321 Chapman Avenue in
Fullerton. It is located just northeast of
the intersection of Chapman at Lemon,
and ample parking is available both on
campus and nearby.

Lina Adachi as Cigale. PHOTO PATRICK HOUGH

by Lauren Shoemaker

Scott Hedgecock, Fullerton High
School choir director, is retiring this year
after 30+ years of teaching.  He really
helped to build the choral program into
what it is today and so far we have over
100 alumni (Scott's former students)
signed up to sing in the concert in
Plummer Auditorium on May 18.  
This concert is to say farewell and cele-

brate Scott as a friend and mentor to
many people as well as to raise funds for
whomever will be taking over the program
in the fall.  Scott wants to leave a strong
program with a lot of support from the
Fullerton High community for the next
chapter in the school’s arts programs.  

The alumni of the program will be at
Scott’s final Fullerton High School Spring
Choral Concert on Friday, May 17 at
7pm at the Plummer Auditorium to sing
the finale with the current students.  
Then on Saturday, May 18 is the

Alumni Concert also at the Plummer.  
Tickets to attend each concert separate-

ly are $10. If you plan to attend both con-
certs the price is a combined $15. To pur-
chase tickets visit www.fuhs.booktix.com.
The Celebration of Life for Tim

MacDougall, Scott's partner, will be held
on Monday May 13,   Scott’s partner Tim
MacDougall used to teach voice and
direct some of the musicals at FUHS
along with Genni Klein, Tim passed away
from cancer in February of this year.   

Spring Choral Concert May 17
& Alumni Concert May 18 
@ Plummer Auditorium

Support the Fullerton Union High School Choir Program 
& Says Goodbye to Retiring Director Scott Hedgecock

Cigale is kind 
and generous to all,
singing away the

summer and sharing
her possessions with

all in need.

LOCAL THEATER

“Skylight”
@ CHANCE THEATER

Bette Aitken Theater Arts Center
5511 E. La Palma Ave., Anaheim
Tickets: www.chancetheater.com

Skylight by David Hare, directed by
Oanh Nguyen, tells the story of former
lovers who after many years meet on a
cold evening. Can they rekindle their
once passionate relationship? thru May 19

Free Concert Under the Stars
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE QUAD, 321 E. Chapman Ave. 

Saturday, June 1, 6pm: The Fullerton Community Band performs
in a free concert “A Time, A Place.” 

Bring family, friends, chairs, blankets & a picnic dinner and enjoy 
a wonderful concert under the stars.
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“25 Years of Muck
Motoring”
@ MUCKENTHALER
CULTURAL CENTER

1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton
www.themuck.org   (714)738-6595

Now on display at the Fullerton
Museum Center are two new music-relat-
ed exhibits:
Building   Guitars,   Making

History: Fender   Stories brings a local
element to the Museum. From modest
beginnings at his Fullerton radio repair
shop, Leo Fender presided  over  what
became  the largest musical instrument
empire in the world. 
His electric guitars, amplifiers, and key-

boards set the standard for the industry.
His   ideas   formed   the   basis   for   the
almost limitless possibilities of sound in
music   that   today   most   people   take
for granted.
Custom Beats: The Art of Hip-Hop

tells the story of another genre of music.
For almost 50 years, Hip-Hop has been
vital to the expression of urban youth
around the world. Beginning as a pre-
dominantly African-American youth cul-
tural expression from the streets of New
York, Hip-Hop is now an international
phenomenon and a multi-billion dollar
industry. 

Building Guitars, Making History: Fender Stories
and Custom Beats: The Art of Hip-Hop

@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER
301 N. Pomona Ave, Fullerton

To celebrate the silver anniversary of
our Annual Motor Car Festival, the gal-
leries will host a special limited engage-
ment exhibition of paintings and other
works by Frank Romero, Nicola Wood,
Steve Metzger and others. Now through
May 26.

“MAU: A Tarot Collection”
@ CSUF LEO FREEDMAN GALLERY

800 N. State College Blvd., (at Arts Drive) Fullerton

MAU is the culminating solo exhibition
of artist Nicole Yang’s most recent two-
year long illustration project, diving into
divination. 
A professional illustrator, designer, and

educator, Yang’s work has a hypnotic aes-
thetic that is innovative and whimsical.
She has created a variety of work in her
career so far, but MAU is the largest proj-
ect to date for Yang, having spent the last
two years exploring the history of divina-
tion and its design aesthetics, while exper-
imenting with innovative techniques and
expanding her creative skills. This body of
work is the culmination of her mastery of
illustration and propels her forward into
the future of illustration and design with
the magic of tarot by her side.
The imagery in M A U pulls from sym-

bolism and narratives within the long-
standing tradition of divination with a
unique contemporary slant, utilizing the
modern aesthetic and representation of
many, many cats.
Yang’s fascination and dedication to

studying decaying plant matter and how
that plant matter can influence pigment
heavily inform her color and textures,
which are highlighted in her creations.
These textures were then scanned and
used as overlays. The tedious process
involves harvesting various leaves and
flowers and experimenting with their tan-
nin content. The original texture prints
will also be on display.  
Nicole Yang lives and works in Orange

County. She is an independent designer
and illustrator and also founded the all

ages art school Blue Sky Academy of Art
located in Irvine, which hosts some of the
most popular life drawing workshops in
the county. Yang has had her artwork in
art exhibitions throughout Southern
California, has created designs for a vari-
ety of companies, bands, organizations
and individuals, and she is currently fin-
ishing her MFA in Illustration at
California State University, Fullerton. 
Exhibition Hours: May 13 through

May 17, 11am-3pm; May 18, 2pm-4pm.
Parking is $2/hr in the Nutwood Parking
Structure (the gallery faces St. College).

“John Sollom Art Exhibition”
@ JOSEPHINE JOAN GALLERY

515 W Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton 

On Friday, June 7 from 6-10pm during the Downtown Fullerton Art Walk,
Josephine Joan Gallery will present an exhibition of the works of John Sollom, who was
named Best Artist in Orange County by OC Weekly back in 2012. Sollom’s work
explores the relationship between consumerist fetishism and vegetarian ethics.

With colorful street art, flashy track
suits and fresh   sneakers,   masters   of
Hip-Hop express   themselves   outwardly
as   well   as inwardly- writing poetry and
song lyrics reflecting   confidence,   opti-
mism,   and struggle.
Both exhibits run until August 4.

Gallery   hours   are   Tuesday   –   Sunday,
12pm to 4pm and Thursdays 12pm to
8pm.   Admission,   is   $5/general;
$4/seniors   and   students; $3/children;
and free for museum members. 

“Student Art Exhibit”
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE

ART GALLERY
321 E. Chapman Ave. Fullerton

(714) 992-7271

This annual exhibition presents the best
of the best artwork created during the cur-
rent academic year. Prizes will be awarded
to the students who demonstrate the
highest artistic merit. Many works will be
available for purchase. Gallery hours are
Mon-Thurs, from 10am-12pm & 2pm to
4pm. Evening hours from 6-8pm on May
14. Last day is May 15.

On May 24 at 7pm, check out FMC's
monthly film series with a screening of
The Forbidden Room, Guy Maddin's ulti-
mate epic phantasmagoria.  Honoring
classic cinema while electrocuting it with
energy, this Russian nesting doll of a film
is Maddin's grand ode to lost cinema fea-
turing a submarine crew, a feared pack of
forest bandits, a famous surgeon, and a
battalion of child soldiers who get more
than they bargained for as they wend their
way toward progressive ideas on life and
love. The FMC monthly film series fea-
tures independent, thought-provoking
films with an introduction by local film-
maker Steve Elkins.  
Each film screening is followed by an

informal discussion over drinks available

for purchase.  Seating is limited and reser-
vations are recommended. Please call
(714) 738-6545 to reserve your seats.
Also, mark your calendars for the June

28 screeening of Zoot Suit.  Part fascinat-
ing fact, part dazzling fiction, this is the
blistering film adaption of playwright Luis
Valdez' critically acclaimed stage drama
based on the "zoot suit riots" that rocked
1940s LA.  Following the case of members
of a Mexican American gang who are
unjustly convicted for murder, Zoot Suit is
a scorchingly searing and seductively
provocative work that skillfully blends
action, drama, romance, and music.
The Museum Center is located on the

corner of E. Wilshire and Pomona in
downtown Fullerton.

“The Forbidden Room” Screening 
at Fullerton Museum Center
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978,
is staffed by local volunteers who cre-
ate, publish, and distribute the paper
throughout our community.  
This venture is a not-for-profit one -

revenues are plowed back into main-
taining and improving our independ-
ent, non-partisan, non-sectarian com-
munity newspaper. Our purpose is to
inform Fullerton residents about the
institutions and other societal forces
which most impact their lives, so that
they may be empowered to participate
in constructive ways to keep and make
these private and public entities serve
all residents in lawful, open, just, and
socially-responsible ways. Through our
extensive local calendar and other cov-
erage, we seek to promote a sense of
community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our
country is so uniquely blessed.
____________________________
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As the Observer pointed out in a previ-
ous issue, the City of Fullerton is planning
to raise our water rates starting in July
unless enough residents protest in writing
or email before the hearing on June 4, at
6:30 pm.  I believe the threshold is 60%.
Many people may have ignored the

notice when it arrived this month as “junk
mail.” 
What the city’s notice failed to provide

are the current rates against which to
judge these increases.  A one inch meter,
located at most Fullerton homes, current-
ly cost $17.74 per month or $35.48 per
billing cycle.  The current water usage for-
mula is 3.213 cents for the first 7500 gal-
lons 3.510 for the next 12,500 gallons
and 3.799 for anything above that thresh-
old.  You can get this from the City of
Fullerton utility web site.

https://www.cityoffullerton.com/gov/depar
tments/public_works/water_system/water_r
ate_study.asp
For all meters, the city is proposing to

increase the rate each year for the next five
years.  Unless protested, the rate for one
inch meters will increase in July to 41.30
per month or 82.60 per billing cycle.
That is 132.81% increase per month!
If you take it out to July 2023 it will be

$57.07 per month or $114.14 per billing
cycle which is a 221.70% over today’s
rates.

In my opinion, this is a ridiculous rate
increase for something we don’t have con-
trol over. 
I have a typical family home with 3-4

residents at any one time, I water my yard
twice a week and during the summer my
planters get an extra day of short watering.  
I took my water usage for 2018 and

applied the new water rate formulas to see
how much more my water bills would rise
per year.  I found 2019 was modest at
$43.60 more for the year.  However in
2023 the increase per year went to
$334.86, an increase of  12.28%.
In my final analysis I added in the new

water rates and the meter charges and
found it was quite staggering.  In 2023 I
would be paying over $800 more per year
or a 27.44% increase!
Who knows what they plan to raise it

after 2023???
Please inform your readers once again

how to protest via email or a mailed writ-
ten response.   We need to stop this now
so that the city can rethink a more reason-
able or more graduated approach to these
rates.   Your readers can also call (714)
736-3369 to get information on how to
lodge a protest. 

David Soderquist 
Fullerton

Ridiculous Water Rate Increase

End of Internet

It’s been almost 8 years since Kelly
Thomas was brutally beaten to death at
the Fullerton Transportation Center by
bus dock 1. Why is there no official
memorial or permanent plaque to honor
him? The city has had more than enough
time. 
Kelly Thomas and his story will forever

be associated with the city of Fullerton. A
permanent memorial could be something
positive. A physical memorial no matter
how simple or small would be a good step
in healing, compassion, respect, and inspi-
ration. 
I cannot speak for the Thomas family,

but I believe many residents of Fullerton
who believe fellow human beings have
value no matter if they happen to be
homeless. 
Kelly loved downtown Fullerton just as

I did when I attended and graduated from
Cal State Fullerton. Mo’s Music on
Harbor was one of his favorite places to
visit. Mo welcomed him. He adored
music and played guitar. Three Little Birds
by Bob Marley was one of his favorite
songs. 
Kelly also loved nature and skateboard-

ing. He was a gentle, loving, and caring
free spirit who happened to have schizo-
phrenia by no choice of his own. 
A permanent Kelly Thomas Memorial

somewhere in Fullerton with a simple
inspirational quote or lyric could inspire
people to help our fellow man. There
doesn’t have to be a fancy ceremony or any
ceremony, just a true lasting memorial
that real people can see and touch and be
reminded that we as human beings are at
our best when we choose to help each
other. And that would be a wonderful
thing for everyone in Fullerton as well as
the entire world. 
Without Kelly Thomas, there would be

no Bridges at Kraemer Place Shelter. He
was/is such a profound catalyst for change
throughout Orange County. 
Without Kelly Thomas, I never

would’ve become an advocate for the
homeless. He changed my life and many
other’s lives forever for the good. 
Let’s do this. Let’s make Fullerton histo-

ry going forward positive and purposeful.
Let’s do right by Kelly and each other. 

Leigh White Fullerton

Why No Kelly Thomas Memorial?

I am writing to you because I want to
protect our open Internet. Two years ago,
the FCC under Ajit Pai repealed the Net
Neutrality protections that make the
Internet an open and free platform to con-
nect and exchange ideas. If we can’t restore
these protections, the Internet as we know
it could change forever. 
The House of Representatives has

passed the Save the Internet Act, which
will restore the open Internet protections
that were repealed by the FCC in 2017.
Now, Senate Republicans and Democratic
Senator Kyrsten Sinema are blocking the
bill at the Senate, despite the overwhelm-
ing and cross partisan support that Net
Neutrality has with the American public. 
I hope our Senators vote in favor of this

bill. Otherwise we’ll be forced to hold
them accountable at the ballot box in
2020. Juliette Arteaga Whittier

Railroad Days?
What happened to Railroad Days this

year? It’s usually the first weekend in May
but there has been nothing in the
Observer Calendar and no ads in the
paper. Only the banner about the poster
contest.                               J. Fullerton

Homeless Report
The article on the report on the home-

less population was excellent. The facts
were current and informative. The home-
less problem needs to be addressed.
Informed citizens make better citizens.
Thank you for a job of responsible jour-
nalism well done.    Jerry Young Fullerton

Arboretum & City
Letting CSUF build over the

Arboretum wastes and damages the his-
toric significance, cultural value, and nat-
ural beauty that the Arboretum brings to
Fullerton. 
Our town is populated with many other

historical landmarks such as the police sta-
tion, the Muckenthaler, the Fox Theater
and even the very house I live in.
Fullerton is rich with many historic build-
ings that allow a window into the com-
munity’s past, and the Arboretum is no
exception as it is home to the deeply his-
toric Heritage House. 
Converting the land that the

Arboretum rests on is also damaging to
the cultural importance that adds to
Fullerton's community and overall value.
It is a place where people can enjoy a walk
through nature, where students can learn
about the area’s native plants, and where
vast collections of diverse vegetation are
grown. 
The Arboretum also provides natural

beauty to the city and the surrounding
area.  Building on the land that gives so
much to the environment and to the com-
munity ultimately hurts the city’s charac-
ter and charm, something many of its res-
idents love. 
I believe the Arboretum should be pro-

tected by the city to prevent construction
in the area and to protect the Fullerton
Arboretum for all it has to offer to our
town. Jack Bretz Fullerton

Notice of Proposed
Water Rate Increase
Your water bill effective July 1st may be

a huge surprise.  By that time it will be too
late to stop this travesty. The new rates
penalize residents who conserve water and
reward residents who use a lot of water. 
Attend the June 4th City Council pub-

lic hearing to protest the rate increase.
Send a letter of protest to: City of
Fullerton Public Works, Attention: Meg
McWade, City Hall, Re: Public Hearing
on the Proposed Water Rate Increase, 303
W. Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton, CA
92832.           

Fritz von Coelln 
Fullerton



When I and the other residents of
Rancho La Paz Mobile Home Park in
Anaheim first got notice of a change in
ownership of our park, many immediate-
ly were concerned about not only the
amount of the increase, but how soon the
next one would come to make up the
“local market value” of our rents. For a
park with most people on fixed incomes,
and after years of minor increases by the
previous owners, this sudden change was
alarming to many, and devastating to oth-
ers.  When you own a mobile home, you
cannot simply pack it up and move.
Through the actions of several resi-

dents, led by Lupe Ramirez, the attention
brought by local media and poltical enti-
ties was amazing.  Shortly thereafter, at a
meeting in the office of Mayor Sidhu of
Anaheim, the new owner, John R.
Saunders, rescinded the rent increase and
agreed to meet with representatives of the
Rancho La Paz residents.  While this
process continues, there are serious ques-
tions that need answers all around our
country.
The quandry that faces renters, politi-

cians, and opportunistic investment com-
panies is actually pretty basic, how do you
balance fair and equitable for renters
while realizing that investors are looking
to make a profit?  
In the case of Rancho La Paz, the old

owners were modest in their rent increas-
es for many years.  The question is this,
should they not be able to sell for a price
that forces the new owner to seek a major
upward adjustment in rents?  Should they
share the profits they made off the sale
with their residents to offset the impend-
ing rent increases that will come along?
The second part of the equation is, how

much is a new owner allowed to raise
rents in stick built or mobile home space
rentals to recover costs and make a profit?
From the rental standpoint of my own,

I would love rents to stay the same or
increase at a bare minimum for as long as
I rent space here.  That is not going to
work.
Many mobile home parks for example

were started when the land values in their
area was very low  before other businesses
and services moved in and the area started
to appreciate in value. As those areas grew
along with the land values, old owners
sold to new owners who paid a lot more
for the land.  

The feeling here was, since the new
owner knew what he was buying into with
seniors and many people on fixed incomes
or working part time to make ends meet,
he shouldn’t have bought the park.
Should we not also say, since the old own-
ers knew how the sale of their property
would impact their old and faithful resi-
dents, they shouldn’t have sold the park!
Let us also not forget, as the scarcity of

rental properties of every type is becoming
more critical in growing areas,  it is our
government officials who salivate at the
prospect of higher taxes coming in.  It is
government that lays on law after law of
impediments to affordable housing.   
I think accountablility for hard working

residents who struggle to get by lies fully
at the feet of our elected officials. Even
something as simple as our county gov-
ernment, with respect to residential trans-
actions only on multi-family or mobile
home parks, why not phase in the new
property tax liability over 5 or 6 years?
The new landlord would not have to spike
rents as high.  You can see what the prob-
lem will be there, does the county or city
levying the new higher tax rate want to
wait to get it all?   I doubt it!  
As long as people cannot afford to own

the land their homes are on, they will be
subject to well-heeled entities buying out
the old owners who willingly take the
profit and laugh all the way to the bank.
Higher rents, more income to govern-
ment, higher income renters to spike the
local economy; Follow the Money! 

Roger Brannen,
VP of the Rancho La Paz 

Homeowners Non-Profit, Anaheim

Behind the Furor on Rent Hikes
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HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION

Community Opinion pages pro-
vide an open forum for the commu-
nity. Opinions are those of the writ-
ers. The Observer accepts comments
on any subject of interest. We must
verify your identity but only print
name, and town, If a reasonable case
for remaining anonymous can be
made we allow no name in print. 

email t: observernews@earthlink.net   
or by mail to

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834

OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2019

Weaponizing Freedom
I had no idea until recently just how

dangerous the concept of freedom can
be. As a young person I always thought
of it as an unalloyed good. Now it seems
to turn out to be more complicated.
Sure, I knew the old cliché (are there

any new clichés?) that my freedom
stopped at the end of your nose. In other
words, I could do what I wished until I
had to calculate the effects of my actions
on another person. That seemed fair
enough.
This definition is no longer at the

heart of how freedom is understood (or
misunderstood) today. Now,
my freedom seems to begin at
your nose and you have no
right to limit my actions—no
matter how they may impact
you and your nose.
Right now the concept of

religious freedom has been
weaponized. It is not about
what I believe or how I wor-
ship, but how I’m allowed, by
divine right, to act out my
will against you. It is about
allowing me to refuse you
service if you do not live
according to my religious beliefs.
Some Christian fundamentalists are

holding that they don’t have to design,
bake or decorate wedding cakes for
LGBTQ people. They argue that the
state has no right to compel them to use
their skills and that such compulsions
violate their religious freedom.
I foolishly thought that the principles

of public accommodations were legally
settled during the Civil Rights Era.
Restaurants, hotels and other merchants
used to refuse service to black people
because “God wanted the races separat-
ed,” and Blacks carried the “curse of
Ham.” These segregationists argued that
in the Bible there were many holy
injunctions forbidding good people from
consorting with people of other tribes.
The courts eventually threw this rea-

soning out, and, I thought, we had set-
tled law. But law doesn’t stay settled. Old
enmities and new arguments rise up. If I
can assert my religious freedom to refuse
performing a service otherwise offered to
the public because someone is gay, why
not black or Jewish or Muslim? If my
disapproval is both strong and sincere,
why shouldn’t I prevail?
Well, If I disapprove of LGBTQ peo-

ple, may I also refuse to rent them hotel
rooms? Profiting from such rentals might
be hateful to me—and giving them a
room would be yet worse—being both
an endorsement and furtherance of sin.
If it seems a small thing to allow sin-

cere Christians not to serve LGBTQ peo-
ple and if (naively) you don’t fear a slip-
pery slope leading to racial discrimina-
tion, how about when a Muslim taxi
driver refuses service to women not in
hijabs, or people with alcohol or dogs—
all of which may violate the driver’s per-
sonal and sincere faith? These have all
happened—in this country!
How do we feel about a doctor not

being willing to operate on a person of a

different race or religion? Couldn’t hap-
pen? Look at our American history and
find people of color bleeding out because
white surgeons wouldn’t operate.
Look today at arguments over abortion

and birth control. Some Catholic hospi-
tals restrict family planning services and
even emergency services that might end
the life of a fetus. Some pharmacists and
pharmacy-techs refuse to fill prescriptions
for the so-called “morning after pill.”
Staying on the religious medical por-

tion of our discussion of freedom: How
about the anti-vaxxers who claim that

they have the absolute free-
dom to put not only their
own children at risk but also
yours? I’ve followed argu-
ments based on the non-sci-
entific belief that vaccines are
dangerous and also based on
personal and religious free-
dom. I have even read
#MeToo arguments such as,
“I teach my kids that no one
can force them to be touched
in any way, and only they
control what goes in their
bodies. The government has

no right to take away my freedom as a
parent or their freedom. As to ‘herd
immunity’ my child is a person and not a
part of some herd!”
I guess the freedom to put lives in dan-

ger was written in our Constitution in
invisible ink because I can’t find it.
Perhaps it’s a part of the Second
Amendment. After all, I first heard the
freedom argument used to reject any
form of gun control. I heard and read
frequently that gun control people, in
general and Obama in particular, were
“coming after our freedom.” Freedom to
infect, freedom to reject and freedom to
shoot are not the freedoms for which I
marched, picketed and worked in my
younger days.
Our new, and I believe perverse, sense

of freedom is a break down of the social
contract. We join together to secure the
blessings of liberty and security and in
doing so, we trade some of our inde-
pendence and autonomy. Fulfilling the
social contract is not without cost, but
living in an anarchic state of chaos is not
freedom. There is always tension between
the individual and society, and we want
neither to be alone nor absorbed into a
herd.
These are not easy issues to be treated

glibly. Society is hard. Working out the
moral calculus in real time is an ongoing
challenge. We must start with the under-
standing that religious freedom is not
absolute (No stoning sinners and having
multiple wives) and living together with
people—as couples, as families, as com-
munities and in society—involves con-
stant negotiations and adjustments.
Freedom is an important topic and a
vital conversation. It does not need to be,
and should not be, weaponized.

www.Dobrer.com
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer

Our new, 
and I believe 

perverse, sense
of freedom 
is a break 

down of the
social contract.

DID YOU MISS AN ISSUE OF THE FULLERTON OBSERVER? 
Are You Looking for Back Issues? 

Are you interested in Advertising in the paper? 
Check out the paper’s new website at:

www.fullertonobserver.com

Traffic Circle Crashes PHOTO JOSE V
Two recent accidents occurred at the new Wilshire and Highland Avenue round-
about just days apart. Is more education needed on how to traverse the round-

abouts?  See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lntuEvmc-Z8
According to Senior City Planner Matt Foulkes who speaks on the video

here are the steps on how to navigate a traffic circle:
1) Slow Down to 15 miles per hour and watch for pedestrians & cyclists. 
2) Yield - give right of way to cars and bicycles already in the traffic circle

and pedestrians crossing the street. 
3) Always go Right - and continue in counter-clockwise motion 

until you reach your exit. 
4) Use your Turn Signals to let other drivers, cyclists and pedestrians 

know where you are exiting.
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I am the parent of a 20-year-old transdaughter
(female born with male genitalia). It occurs to me
as I watched her transition how much of the mis-
ery she now endures was rooted in the childhood
of living as the person she thought she needed to
be to live in our society - rather than who she
was.
She was able, at age three, to convince a group

of her peers that she was indeed a girl. But, at
that time, because she was born with male geni-
talia, I and most of the rest of the grown world
perceived her as a boy.
I did not press the issue and allowed her to

express herself any way she chose to at home. The
clothes she wore to school were mostly gender
free styles. I saw no need to make a point of her
gender and tried to just let her be a kid. Looking
back I wish I knew more then - and did more to
make sure that she was free to be herself - even
outside the home.
Today, I realize it would be easy to stop “gen-

derizing” our kids - and better for the sake of all.
Some things have changed. It is no longer the

norm to divide kids into boy and girl lines at
school. Scouting is all but taken the last step to
being united for all kids. Bathrooms have a long
way to go - but mostly because we start off in pre-
school with the separation. 
Imagine a world where kids are allowed to be

kids. Each able to play with the toys of their
choice from birth, each able to choose their own
style of clothes. 
Why do some people, primarily older people,

think that is scary? Why should they burden the
rest of society with their fears? Especially let’s
stop allowing those with fears to burden children.
Aren’t most fears rooted in an inability to

adjust to things we are not familiar with? Let’s
spend some time as a society getting familiar with
kids being kids and getting away from over-gen-
derizing our children.
My guess is the result of such a plan would

lower the suicide rate in children - as well as drug
use in adolescents - and violence and bullying in
school. All children could make it unfettered to
puberty with a true sense of themselves. 
It is important to the health of your adult self

to have had the freedom to be yourself in your
childhood. If you spend your childhood trying to
be something you aren’t it is difficult to have a
healthy perception of yourself.
The more we know the easier it is to under-

stand and quell the unfounded fears. The way I
started learning more was by watching the TLC
TV reality series “I Am Jazz,” which can also be
watched on YouTube as well.

Here are some more resources I found helpful:
• I Am Jazz by Jessica Hershel 

(a book for young kids)
• Parrotfish by Ellen Whittlinger 

(a book for teens)
•www.pflag.com (a website with a 

great reading list and lots of 
helpful information.

Part 5: The Case for 
a Non-Binary Childhood

TRANSPARENTING
by Kay Gardner

Hot Meals Ministry: 25 Years & Counting by Christina Campbell

Nearly 100 people, many of them homeless and unem-
ployed and others part of the 'working poor' have gathered
for a hot meal provided to them free of charge every
Monday night - 52 weeks a year.  
This meal tradition started on Labor Day 1993, when a

collaboration of churches and community groups began
the Hot Meals Ministry at Orangethorpe Christian
Church.  Each of the groups agreed to purchase, prepare
and serve a hot meal at Orangethorpe Christian Church to
all in the community one Monday night each month.
Since the first Monday night,200,000 meals have been
served for 1,335 consecutive Mondays even on holidays.   
Some guests are homeless, others are those on fixed

incomes trying to make ends meet, and many are from
homes where both parents are working and struggling to
pay all the bills. This one meal each week helps them
stretch their dollar that much farther.  
Over the years for one reason or another, or because they

started their own meal program, some of the groups have
left the collaboration.   One of our churches, after 24 years
of service, decided their aging community members, who
are also serving a breakfast program, could no longer par-

ticipate in the Monday night dinners.   
We currently find ourselves with an opening to partner

with another church or community group who would like
to make a difference and ensure that those who are hungry
are fed.  If your church or community group might be
interested in joining our collaboration and feeding the
community a hot meal once a month, please contact us at
hotmealsatocc@gmail.com. 
For more information on the program visit http://hot-

mealsministry.org/, like our Facebook page, or leave a mes-
sage at (714) 349-2966 and we will get back to you as soon
as possible.  Those individuals who would like to volunteer
may also call or contact us. 
In addition to the Hot Meals program we accept dona-

tions of slightly used clothing, especially jackets, socks and
blankets.  We appreciate donations of travel size soap,
shampoo, conditioner, lotion, toothpaste, individually
wrapped toothbrushes and disposable twin blade razors.
Donations can be dropped off on Mondays from 12pm to
5pm and other times by appointment at Orangethorpe
Christian Church, 2200 W. Orangethorpe. Please call us at
(714) 349-2966.

LOCAL NEWS & TRIBUTES

Rest in Peace • We Remember You

Anthony John Delgado, Sr., 57, passed peaceful-
ly on April 8 with his children by his side. Born to Armando
and Tomasa Delgado on February 23, 1962, Anthony, as a
very young man learned to work hard and to be the best at
all he did. As an entrepreneur he was a very skilled and gift-
ed man, educated in many trades. 
He had the ability to make friends everywhere he went.

He loved music and had the character to make just about
anyone laugh. A great friend to all, loyal to his word, he was
a man who would give everything he had.    

He will be greatly missed by his
four children, Diana Marlene,
Christine Nicole, Anthony Jr. and
Andrew Manuel. He was a great
father and always taught,  guided
and encouraged them.     He was
honored to be a proud grandfa-
ther to his “football team,” Derek
Anthony, Aaron Ronnie, Daniel
Cruz, Luciano, Adrian James,
Javier lll, and Devin Ray. Along

with his “princesses,” Nevaeh Marisol and Ruby Merae.  He
will be missed by many.  Anthony will be forever remem-
bered for his generosity, caring heart, friendly character,
hard work and unconditional love. Although our hearts are
heavy, we celebrate his life and find comfort that he is in
heaven watching over us and forever in our hearts. 

Explore Locally by MetroLink & Metro Red & Purple Lines
by Marjorie Kerr

Our Fullerton Train Station, at 120 E. Santa Fe,
Downtown, has a Metrolink ticket vending machine where
you can purchase your Metrolink ticket to LA Union
Station. The machine is located in back of the elevator
overpass stairwell (you can also purchase tickes online).
After purchasing your ticket, waiting for, and boarding the
train you start your journey to Union Station.   What then?
Walk down to the hallway that goes left to the central sta-

tion waiting room.  Continue out the exit across the street
in front to the bus stop by the stoplight.  Look for the B
Dash bus, which is free with your ticket or costs fifty cents.
The B Dash stops at the Cathederal, Music Center, Broad
Museum, MOCA, and the Los Angeles Library.
There are also lots of fun places to visit just within easy

walking distance around Union Station including Olvera
Street, China Town, Grand Central Market and more.
Or upon arriving at Union Station, turn right to follow

the sign downstairs to Metro Red or Purple Line. There are
Metro ticket machines where you can buy a TAP card need-
ed to ride the Metro. With the TAP card in hand, follow
machine instructions to buy minutes on the card.  Have
credit card, dollar bills or quarters ready.  
Look at the wall map to choose your destination.  Pass

through the gates to the tracks.  Choose the Red or Purple
Line, change at 7th and Metro to the Aqua (Exposition)
Line destination Santa Monica Pier. or, take the Red Line
to Universal City.  All with many stops between. 
While any new thing can be intimidating, after a few

trips you will get the hang of it and have fun exploring all
the places you can go. Have a good trip!

Robert Eugene Stoffel died May 6, at the age
of 90. Born on September 16, 1928 (Santa Ana), he was
a long-time resident of Anaheim and then Fullerton. He
attended St. Boniface School and Anaheim High School,
and graduated from St. Anthony High School (Long
Beach). He earned a BS in Education from Santa Clara
University in 1950, and a Master of Arts in History from
Loyola University. Bob was a man of faith, family, and
devotion. He married Gloria Ann Fabian on December
28, 1957. Bob and Ann were active, faithful members of
St Mary’s Catholic Church (Fullerton) since 1959.
Together they raised 7 children. Bob and Ann were mar-
ried for 51 years (upon her death in 2009). 
Survived by 7 children: Robert, Cynthia, James, John,

Lawrence, Mary and Julie; 17 grandchildren; and 7 great
grandchildren. He was a popular teacher in the ABC
Unified School District for 41 years, where he spent
most of his years as a science & health teacher, well-
known for his humor and puns, at Carmenita JHS.
Viewing and Rosary will be 6-8 PM Tuesday, May 14 at
McAulay & Wallace Mortuary in Fullerton. Mass of
Christian Burial will be 10:15 AM Wednesday, May 15
at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Fullerton, followed by
burial at Holy Sepulcher Cemetery, Orange. Donations
in the name of Robert E. Stoffel may be made to St.
Vincent de Paul at St. Mary’s Church, 400 W
Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton; or Braille Institute, 741
N Vermont Ave, Los Angeles.
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The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To par-
ticipate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide valid
licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable for our
family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10 for 50 words or less per issue.
Payment is by check only.   The Observer assumes no liability for ads placed here.
However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a service,  please let us
know at (714) 525-6402.  Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to inquire about
business licenses. For contractor license verification go to the California State
Contractor License Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov.       

ANSWER KEY
“RAINBOW

CONNECTION”
on page 7: 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS 
Call (714) 525-6402

HOME REPAIR
LICENSED HOME SERVICES
Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Fences, Gates, Patio Covers 

CSLB #744432.  
Free estimates (714) 272-8702

CITY JOB OPENINGS
(updated April 24, 2019)

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on the
“Apply” link or visit Fullerton City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
•Adult Services Librarian
Full-time $4,338-$5,537/monthly
•Library Page 1
Part-time $12-$12.50/hr (no benefits)
1,000 hours per year.
•Police Officer (Lateral) 
$5,986-$7,640/mo. Full Time. 
Must be Academy Trained

PUZZLE MASTER

Valerie Brickey 
was born in
Fullerton and

returned to raise her
family here.  She has
been contributing 
puzzles since 2014.

EMPLOYMENT

WANT TO BUY
Wanted: OLDER ENGINEERING

& TECHNICAL BOOKS
Engineering, physics, mathematics, elec-
tronics, aeronautics, welding, woodwork-
ing, HVAC, metalworking and other

types of technical books purchased. Large
Collections (25+ books) Preferred. Please

call Deborah (714) 528-8297

FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT
JOB OPENINGS deadline 5/7/19
•School Bus Driver: $20-$25/hr
•Instructional Assistant/Recreation
$15-$19/hourly Part Time
•Speech/Language Pathology Assistant
$20-$25/hourly Part Time
And more. Apply at www.edjoin.org  

“Fullerton Elementary”

NEED ROOM TO RENT
DISABLED FRIENDLY ROOM
I am a local Fullerton woman with

Cerebral Palsy who needs to rent a dis-
abled-friendly room in Fullerton (I am on
crutches and also occasionally use a wheel-
chair. If you have a room I can rent or
other suggestions for me please call me at
(562) 943-7156 Room 41A and ask for
Jean. I have a steady SSI income and can
afford $700 per month rent.  Thank you,

POSITION AVAILABLE

MASSEUSE NEEDED
Need services of a woman massager for
a lady who had knee replacement sur-
gery. On per diem basis. Call Bipin at
(657) 500-8366 and leave message.

MYSTERY PHOTO: Does anyone know what this interesting photo of what
looks like Roman ruins - taken across from Hermosa Drive School on E. Hermosa
is all about? Please send answers to observernews@earthlink.net.  -Sent in by A.S.

LIP CANCER

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092

www.paulnelsondental.com

Lip cancer, a type of oral cancer, is
most common on the lower lip. While
its risk factors include excessive sun
exposure (ultraviolet, or UV, light) and
tobacco use (particularly pipe smok-
ing), there are “photosensitizing” med-
ications that can also make skin more
susceptible to the effects of ultraviolet
light. One notable example involves
several widely prescribed hypertensive
drugs that have been shown to increase
the risk of lip cancer as much as four
times with long-term use. The five
drugs identified as being linked with
increased lip cancer risk are lisinopril,
nifedipine, and atenolol, as well as
hydrochlorothiazide (alone or in com-
bination with triamterene). Patients

taking these drugs may want to step up
their sunscreen protection.
Because the benefits of taking blood

pressure medications generally out-
weigh the risk of developing lip cancer,
a strong case can be made for continu-
ing the medication while using UV-
blocking lip balm daily and scheduling
regular dental checkups.
Your total health is always our con-

cern. That’s why all new patient exams
are so thorough, so we can establish a
baseline against which we can measure
your future oral profile and progress.
Regular professional checkups make it
possible to watch for developing con-
cerns and address them before they
turn into something more serious.

Brooke Weitzman Receives Kennedy Award
Affordable Housing Clearinghouse and

the Kennedy Commission recently hosted
the Affordable Housing Awards event cel-
ebrating the advocacy, dedication, and
creation of affordable housing in Orange
County.  
Brooke Weitzman received the

Ralph Kennedy Award, given to
individuals and/or groups who
have dedicated a significant
amount of time and made an
impact in the lives of those with
the least resources and greatest
needs.  
Brooke Weitzman and William

Wise founded the Elder Law and
Disability Rights Center in early 2017 to
address the justice gap in Orange County.
The ELDR Center provides free and low
cost legal services. 
As a part of the mission of “Aging with

Dignity,” Brooke set out to address the
housing crisis in Orange County. Before
they had an office, she was in the Santa
Ana Riverbed asking the unsheltered
community what they needed. By the end
of their first year of operating, and with
the support of co-counsel Carol Sobel and
Catherine Sweetser, Brooke successfully
litigated two federal cases to stop the

destruction of property of homeless indi-
viduals. 
As the spotlight turned to the housing

crisis, Brooke and her co-counsel filed two
more cases in the Federal Court. This liti-

gation changed the landscape
of housing and homelessness
in Orange County. Without
the option to criminalize
unavoidable behavior or
blame the victims, Orange
County and its cities turned
to evidence-based solutions. 
They began working with

developers, and with each
other, on housing options. They began
bringing in emergency shelter operators to
reduce street deaths immediately and
began taking a health care first approach,
rather than an enforcement approach, to
address the local housing crisis. 
Committed to ensure that our commu-

nity can age with dignity, Brooke contin-
ues to work through the legal system to
support low-income communities, advo-
cates, developers, and governments in
finding and implementing solutions while
protecting her clients’ rights to due
process, disability, trauma informed care,
and justice.

FOR SALE
CHERRY & OAK FURNITURE
Six-piece Kincaid cherrywood bedroom

set: Cal King 4-poster bed, triple dresser
w/wing top mirror, highboy dresser, 2
night stands. Also, 5-shelf oak bookcase
(71” tall x 29” wide x 12” deep). 

Call Mike at (714)598-8995 
or email mhent112@att.net

Fullerton Police Seek Witnesses to Homicide
Fullerton Police are looking for witness-

es to a shooting of a 28-year-old man at
11:30pm on May 8 in the 3000 block of
Garnet Lane. Officers began life-saving
measures upon arrival, and the victim was
transported to the hospital where he was
pronounced dead.  

The investigation is ongoing and any-
one with information is asked to contact
Fullerton Police Detectives G. Johnson at
(714) 738-6759 or J. Zuniga at (714)738-
5361 or report anonymously by calling
1(855) TIP-OCCS or visiting
www.p3tips.com/913.



Page 20 FULLERTON OBSERVERS AROUND THE WORLD MID MAY 2019

Kevin Kimmel 
in Poland

“I’m a proud Fullertonian trav-
eling through parts of the conti-
nent of Europe. This is a picture
when entering Poland from
Germany. This part of Germany
was once East Germany and hav-
ing gone behind the Berlin Wall

Keith & Sheila
Payumo 

Visit Angkor Wat
Fullerton residents Keith, a CSUF 
student and his mom Sheila, visited
Cambodia, over spring break. 
At left they are pictured at Angkor

Wat, the largest religious building in the
country. At right Sheila is pictured at
the lake with the huge complex at back.

Shah Family Visits Grand
Canyon & Antelope Caverns
Jay, Komal, and Ria Shah took a road trip

through Hoover Dam, Las Vegas, Antelope
Canyon, and the Grand Canyon (above).  At right
Jay and Ria are at the Antelope Canyon caverns.

Golden Hills Field Trip: During a school field trip
to Riley’s Farm in Yucaipa, students of Golden Hill Elementary
learned about early colonial family life. 
Above: School of the Arts student Penelope Beym and Amber

Boland brought the Fullerton Observer along with them.

several times during the Cold War still leaves me astonished 30 years
after the wall fell that I could walk from Poland to Germany and
back! Thanks for your paper!”

Above: Janny & Chris Meyer at Machu Picchu

Janny & Chris Meyer 
in Peru & Bolivia

“A lifelong bucket list to climb Machu Picchu was no
disappointment. Visiting Lima, Cusco, the Sacred
Valley and Lake Titicaca in Peru was the experience of
a lifetime. Then onto Bolivia where Janny golfed at the
highest golf course in the world, La Paz, topped off the
travel list for any golfer. We enjoyed a most memorable
visit to this spiritual area of the world, in Peru, as well
as its culture, the local customs and people.”

Scott & Cindy in West Indies
Scott and Cindy Macedo visited St. Kitts, in the

West Indies. At Right: “We are at Lion’s Rock Bar, the
greatest dive bar on the beach ever.”


