Fullerton Observer

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR Page 13-15

FULLERTON’S ONLY INDEPENDENT NEWS • Est.1978 (printed on 20% recycled paper) • YEAR 41 #12 • JULY 2019

Submissions: observernews@earthlink.net • Contact: (714) 525-6402 • Read Online at: www.fullertonobserver.com

City Hosts
Festival and
Fireworks

OR VISIT
WWW.FULLERTONOBSERVER.COM

ADVERTISE IN THE OBSERVER
714-525-6402
PO BOX 7051
FULLERTON CA 92834

FULLERTON
OBSERVER

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

PRESORTED
STANDARD U.S.
POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 1577
FULLERTON CA

The City of Fullerton's annual 4th of
July Festival and Fireworks Show will be
held on Thursday, July 4, from 5pm to
9pm at the Fullerton Union High School
Softball Fields, located on Lemon Street,
between Berkeley and Chapman.
Admission is free.
Inside the event area, participants can
find kids' activities including face painting, bounce houses, a caricature artist, and
a stilt walker. Enjoy live music by James
Intveld. Fireworks begin at 9 p.m. and last
for approximately 20 minutes.
All food is reasonably priced, and is
being offered by local charity organizations as a fundraising activity. No alcohol
is served or allowed in the area. All coolers
will be checked. No glass containers, no
smoking, no e-cigarettes, no umbrellas,
and no pets (seeing eye dogs are allowed).
Available at the following locations: the
Wilshire parking structure (downtown on
Wilshire, just east of Harbor); the
Plummer Structure (downtown on the
southwest corner of Chapman and
Lemon); and street parking throughout
downtown.

Day of Music: Rhythmo Mariachi Kids perform in the Villa Del Sol Plaza during the Day of Music on June 21.

Neighbors and Councilmembers
Share Opposition to FC Stadium
During the June 18 city council meeting,
both councilmembers and many residents
who live in the neighborhood around
Fullerton College expressed opposition to
the proposed stadium at Sherbeck Field,
citing the impacts on traffic, noise, and
light outlined in the recently-released Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR).
The report acknowledges the stadium
would significantly impact noise and traffic, and mitigation is not possible.
The city is preparing a formal comment
letter regarding the proposed stadium,
which will include input from council
members, as well as members of the public.

Stephen T. Blount, who is on the NOCCCD Board of Trustees, spoke against the
project.
Ken Bane, who represents 568 neighbors
who have stated their opposition to the
project, expressed concerns about traffic
and other impacts on the neighborhood.
He said that the city has land use authority
over non-classroom uses of the college
property, and that the college should have
to go through the usual city approval
process. Fullerton College evaded this
requirement by claiming that the stadium
will be used as an “outdoor classroom.”
Continued on page 2

Mobile Homeowners Face Positives
& Negatives in Pending Agreement
The Rancho La Paz Homeowners
Association negotiating team met with the
senior mobile home park’s new owner John
Saunders and a mediator on June 24, and
were able to reach an agreement (yet to be
signed) that would limit annual rent hikes
to around 19% annually, decreasing to 7%
after six years.
Saunders and his partners have a history
of buying mobile parks and boosting rents.
Back in February he announced rent
increases between 40-70%, which would
have forced hundreds of seniors to sell their
homes and move without anywhere to go.
Following an organizing effort and public
outreach, the residents of Rancho La Paz,
and public officials, were able to persuade
Saunders to put a temporary halt on the
rent increases for several months, while
negotiations proceeded.
Although the new proposed increase is
incremental and a better deal than the original increases, it will still cause hardship for
many Rancho La Paz residents who are

retired seniors living on fixed incomes.
Mobile home parks are unique in that
residents own their homes, but pay rent on
the lot on which their homes sit.
The agreement includes the requirement
that leases be signed between the park
owner and mobile homeowners for the
rental of their spaces.
Because mobile home parks with leases
are immune from rent control measures, if
future anti-gouging or rent control was
instituted in Fullerton, Anaheim or
statewide, those homeowners with lease
agreements would not benefit.
“This situation with seniors and low
income people at mobile home parks will
continue to happen in California as long as
there isn’t any protection for these people,”
said Lupe Ramirez, president of the Rancho
La Paz Homeowners Association.
Nearby San Luis Obispo has a longstanding and successful anti-gouging program in
place which allows an annual increase tied
to the consumer price index.

Robert Dunn
Named Police Chief
Council voted to make Robert
Dunn Fullerton’s permanent chief of
police on June 18. The agreement runs
for five years, with options for two
three-year extensions.
The proposed employment agreement is projected to be $400,000, for
salary and benefits. The base salary is
$210,000.
Dunn was hired by the City of
Fullerton on January 8, 2018 to serve
in the position of Police Captain. On
September 8, 2018, Mr. Dunn was
appointed as Acting Chief of Police,
following the dismissal of former chief
David Hendricks.
As part of the agreement, the city
will conduct annual performance evaluations of Chief Dunn who will serve
as an “at will” employee, and may be
terminated by the city manager pursuant to notice requirement provisions.
All councilmembers expressed support for Dunn and his performance
thus far as acting police chief. The vote
was 4-1. Councilmember Bruce
Whitaker, the only no vote, said he was
not opposed to Dunn, but to the
process. He said that the decision
should not have been a “consent calendar” item—one usually voted upon
without discussion.
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Fullerton Joins North OC Cities
in Federal Homeless Settlement
•Policies in which North OC cities may
The City of Fullerton, along with
eleven other North Orange County cities, enforce local ordinances through estabhas entered into a Settlement Agreement lishing contacts by Outreach and
with the plaintiffs in the longstanding case Engagement Personnel, to include trained
Orange County Catholic Worker, et al., v. police officers/Sheriffs (such as Homeless
Orange County, the City of Anaheim, the Liaison Officers), and a dispute resolution
City of Costa Mesa, and the City of Orange process
•Reinforces the need to meet all appli(Case No. 8:18-cv-00155 DOC (JDE)),
related to Orange County’s lack of home- cable anti-discrimination laws
•Releases and forever discharges the
less shelters.
This decision by the twelve cities to North OC cities (and current and former
agree to a settlement of their own volition officials) from any and all claims, etc.,
is an unprecedented regional approach by related to the lawsuit
•The North OC cities admit no liabilicities working with plaintiffs to address
ty or wrongdoing as to the claims alleged
homelessness.
“The Settlement Agreement provides a in the lawsuit
•Four years of protection
framework for Fullerton and
under a Federal judge
the other North OC cities to
enforce municipal ordi- “The Settlement
Agreement
The North OC cities have a
nances (i.e. anti-camping)
long tradition of collaborating
while ensuring homeless
marks the
on regional issues regarding
individuals are treated
beginning of a
local governance. Upon interhumanely since the act of
serious effort
acting with Judge Carter in
homelessness itself is not a
to reduce
the federal case, the city mancrime,” stated Fullerton
homelessness.” agers of the cities began focusMayor, Jesus Silva. “This
ing on long-term solutions to
agreement, and the regional
Fullerton City Manager,
address homelessness and
collaboration by the North
Ken Domer
drafted a Memorandum of
Orange County cities, helps
Understanding (MOU) to
us address homelessness by
spell out the relationship of
completing the two navigational centers (homeless shelters) and the cities with regard to two identified
focusing our efforts to increase the supply locations for new navigation centers
(Placentia and Buena Park). The City
of affordable housing options.”
Councils of each city approved the MOU
Basic terms of the Settlement and gave approval for the Settlement
Agreement negotiations.
Agreement include:
“The Settlement Agreement is a great
•Construction and operation of two
navigation centers (homeless shelters) accomplishment, but it only marks the
with a capacity of 250 beds. These are beginning of a serious effort to reduce
homelessness,” stated Fullerton City
planned for Placentia and Buena Park.
•Enforcement of city ordinances (i.e. Manager, Ken Domer. “Regional collaboanti-camping) as long as the identified ration is key to this issue and we will see
shelter capacity exists. Under the 2018 more successes based on collaboration
Martin v. Boise decision, cities may not between cities, community and faithenforce anti-camping ordinances if there based organizations, the County of
Orange, and our State elected leaders.”
are not sufficient shelter beds available.
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At Left:
Amanda
Mendoza,
Bryson
Taylor,
Reese
Gonzalez,
and Ainsley
Albertstein
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OC Pride
Parade.
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THOUSANDS ATTEND OC
PRIDE PARADE AND FESTIVAL
Thousands of people attended and
marched in the 30th annual OC Pride
Parade and festival on June 22 in the
streets of downtown Santa Ana, in celebration of the LGBTQ community. This
year’s them was “Stand Up, Stand Out.”
The event featured music, art, comedy,
live music, drag shows, dancing, and
much joy and happiness. Paraders
marched downtown in the “Blaze it
Forward” Parade, which was named in
honor of a young man named Blaze
Bernstein, an LGBTQ college student
who was killed in a hate crime in Orange
County in 2018.
“Orange County LGBTQ Pride dedicated our parade to Blaze Bernstein and
all LGBTQ and individuals who have
been impacted by hate crimes,” stated an
event organizer, “Our hope is that this
parade is a symbol to continue to move
forward, being 100% authentically you,
and know that you are loved and accepted.”
Serving as Grand Marshall was Brit
Cervantes, a program director for the UCI
Health Pediatric Gender Diversity
Program, which assists young people with
gender identity and transition.

Since its inception in 1989, the annual
OC Pride parade has had as its goal to
bring more visibility and acceptance to
LGBTQ folks, and to provide solidarity in
the midst of discriminatory practices and
policies.
The original pride parade encountered
protests from local evangelical groups.
As society has moved toward acceptance, the parade has grown in size and
popularity.
The mission of Orange County
LGBTQ Pride (the event organizers) “is to
strengthen the identity of the lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender community
within Orange County.
“We unite LGBTQ people, empower
them to live openly with pride and promote respect for all. Part of that is celebrating their vibrant culture, traditions
and enduring spirit.
“We also help provide opportunities to
foster tolerance, awareness, safety and
support in the LGBTQ community while
forging alliances with the Orange County
public at large.”
For more information visit
www.prideoc.com.

Neighbors and Councilmembers
Express Opposition to FC Stadium
Continued from frontpage
Sean Paden pointed out that the money
being
used for the stadium (Measure J)
Clay Gaetje, who read the entire 4,000
was
actually
supposed to be for veteran’s
page DEIR and wrote an insightful criservices.
tique of it in the mid June issue of the
Chris Gaarder, who is on the Fullerton
Observer, said, “ This is really about conPlanning
Commission, said that he’s spotrol. The district wants complete autonoken
to
members
of the Fullerton Union
my to do what it wants. They don’t want
High
School
District
board, and they’re
to share a stadium. It’s claiming an exempeager
to
allow
Fullerton
College use of
tion they are not entitled to. A communitheir
stadium,
which
is
located right
ty college district is not a school district,
across
the
street.
and a stadium is not a
Bob
Singer,
former
classroom.”
Fullerton
High
School
“Please tell Fullerton
District Trustee, expressed
“This project
College they are not
concern
about noise created
exempt from the city’s laws
is so egregious,
by
“rental”
uses of the stadijust because they call their
is so out of
um,
including
concerts.
stadium a classroom,”
scope
with
Before
council
discussion,
Damion Lloyd said.
Mayor
Jesus
Silva
had to
the rest of the
One resident pointed
recuse
himself
because
he
out that this is the fourth
neighborhood.”
lives
within
500
feet
of
time Fullerton College has
Fullerton
College.
tried to build a stadium,
--Councilmember
All four of the remaining
despite the neighbor’s
council
members expressed
Jan Flory
opposition.
deep
concern
with the projAnother pointed out
ect,
if
not
outright
opposithat the Fullerton College
tion.
football team is actually on probation for
“It would be my interest to communiviolating California Community College
cate
back to the college that we intend to
Athletic Association rules.
protect
the interests of the residents in the
The team was forced to forfeit its 2017
existing
neighborhoods to the extent posseason wins, and consequently lost the
sible,”
said
Councilmember Whitaker.
national championship and forfeited its
Councilmember
Jan Flory was perhaps
2018 victories due to ineligible players
the
most
vocally
opposed
to the project.
who were on their roster.

An artist’s rendering of the proposed stadium from the DEIR.
“This project is so egregious, is so out of
scope with the rest of the neighborhood,”
Flory said, echoing residents’ concerns
regarding noise, light, and traffic. She also
said that the impact on city infrastructure
(roads, etc.) ought to be included in the
report.
Flory also pointed out that “not one
person, including college representatives,
have come here to vouch for this project.
If the college representatives can’t get their
rear ends in here to advocate for their own
project, I don’t think we should have any
business even looking at the thing.”
Mayor Protem Jennifer Fitzgerald said
that the DEIR inadequately includes public input, and it inadequately identifies
alternatives, like using the Fullerton High
School Stadium, or the CSUF stadium.
She said that the stadium project should

have to go through a local planning
process because it is not a classroom use.
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra said,
“I’m not seeing the benefit for the city on
this one. It’s a one-sided business deal.”
He suggested council include in its comment letter that the city does not benefit
economically from the project.
City Attorney Richard Jones said that
the college is the primary decider on the
project, not the city council. Council can
provide comments, which the college is
required to respond to in their final EIR.
This input from council and residents,
will be submitted to the district. The public comment period for the DEIR ended
on June 28.
For more information visit
www.fullcoll.edu/campusprojects/projects.
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Above: Singer Monique Barrios
performed at Villa del Sol
At Left: The Darden Sisters perform at
Back Alley Bar & Grill.
Below: Guitarist, pianist, singer
and songwriter Nelson Cade III
performed at VinoNostra.

Fullerton Comes Alive on the Day of Music
by Corky Nepomuceno / photos by Bryan Flores Jr.

Above: Raymoondo on the drums above and
Terrence on the cigar box guitar from the duo
Swamp Bucket performed at Pour Co,
Comic Book Hideout and Half Off Books.

A second-line boombox parade. Pirate radio of the non-buccaneer variety. Hordes of free Hohner harmonicas. A video shoot for Disney’s
Encore! Crosswalks painted as piano keys. Make Music Day’s global live
feed. Tillamook Creamery ice cream social. Stacey Q’s epic dance party.
These were just some of the many highlights of the 5th Annual Day of
Music event on June 21 (aka summer solstice/first day of summer/the
longest day of the year/when Fullerton comes alive with the sound of
music).
Touted as a festival of countless free concerts, locations such as coffee
shops, comic book stores, boutiques, churches, restaurant bars, parks, and
the like were teeming with stylings of pop, rock, classical, Latin, country,
jazz, and everything in between.
Black Hole Records started the day off early in the parking lot of their
new location at the Carpe Diem complex (on Harbor & W. Santa Fe).
Punk rockers like Coast Red, High Ground, and Just Because stomped
the stage furiously while mosh pit fiends thrust their fists into the air in
typical defiant gesture.
Conversely, just a few blocks away at Villa Del Sol was Bob Lexin performing on ukulele amidst a bubbling fountain and gurgling toddlers
beginning their early childhood development foray into music appreciation. Rhythmo Mariachi Kids regaled the crowd with lively Latin standards and S-Tet, Monique Barrios, and members of OLLI rounded out
the cultural line-up to an appreciative courtyard audience.
Over at Mo’s Music was a flurry of activity with proprietor Roger
Palmateer and Day of Music founder Glenn Georgieff cramming the
grounds of the emporium with an outdoor stage; an indoor Tiny Desk
style stage where musicians performed cover songs unplugged; a meet and
greet/book signing by electric guitar muse Phyllis Fender; a pop-up radio
station taking song requests and featuring interviews with local personalities; Titan Radio’s simulcast; plus whatever else they could throw into the
proverbial mix.
If you headed a bit north, a more balmy and relaxed scene was occurring at the newly dubbed LawnFest at the Hillcrest Park venue. Amidst
all the greenery, electric pink mannequins simulating a summer shindig
were the only element to interrupt the calm. Lawn chair toting attendees
arrived eager for complimentary Hohner harmonicas and to enjoy the
easy, breezy sounds of The Captain’s Son, Pleiades, and Snowball ii. EZups provided designations for DIY instruments, face-painting, and live
painting by OC Laureate Salina Mendoza. A growing Sousapalooza mass
appeal filled the early evening with brassy Sousa compositions. If you
stayed until the last band, Midnight
Peacemaker, you might have been
included in Disney’s filming of one of
their Encore! episodes.
Further promoting the celebration of
summertime was Tillamook Creamery
at the Fullerton Museum Plaza with

their Insta-worthy Yum Bus and a scooping station.
As free ice cream flights were being doled out, bands
like Last Call OC, Sean Oliu, and The Cornfed
Project rocked out the main stage fervently. In
between sets, kids gleefully took to beating on bright
orange bucket drums and a seniors flash mob
pounced on an unsuspecting crowd. The beer garden
was abuzz with folks enjoying Bootlegger’s Mic
Check, the special event beer for Day of Music, while
throngs lined up to take selfies on the newly painted
crosswalk piano keys.
An hour before sunset, the Mardi Gras Boombox
Parade sashayed from Bourbon Street into downtown proper. Ghetto blasters, both functioning and
prop, were hoisted on shoulders as the Dixiedelics
Jazz Band, playing tributes to Dr. John, led the merry
makers through the walkways of cheering spectators.
The historic Fox Theatre lit up orange in alliance
with all the Make Music Day landmarks around the
world. Despite still being under renovation, it was
alive again for one day to screen the global live feed
of other MMD fêtes and to showcase such acts as
The School of Rock, Melissa Farrior, and Lady Zep.
But what really raised the roof was a spectacular set
by 80s pop star Stacey Q. As soon as the intro to her
hit single “Two of Hearts” began, throngs of fans
rushed and joined her onstage for a massive dance
party that was no doubt the highest point of Day of
Music this year.
Visit www.thedayofmusic.com to view
more photos and information.

Stacy Q at the Fox.

CORRECTION
In the story “Transformer Explosion at Edison Sub-Station Causes Power
Outage Downtown” on page 2 of the Mid-June Observer - the 120-unit Soco
Walk Condominiums were miss-identified as apartments. Sorry for the error
and thanks to the reader who sent in the correction.
We strive to be accurate and welcome corrections. If you see something that
needs correcting please email us at observernews@earthlink.net.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT NEWS

Page 4 FULLERTON OBSERVER

JULY

2019

CITY COUNCIL NOTES
by Jesse La Tour

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video
of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
Meetings are broadcast live on Cable Ch 3 and rebroadcast
at 3pm and 6pm the following Wed. & Sun. & 5pm Mon.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

June 18 City Council Meeting
(Next meetings are Tuesday, July 2 and 16 at 6:30pm.
Come see your local government in action!)
CLOSED SESSION: Before every public city council meeting, there is a “closed session” in which council meets with various parties to discuss items outside view of the
public. During this week’s closed session, council met with representatives of various
public employee unions (police, fire, city employees) to negotiate salaries, benefits, and
working conditions. Council also met with legal counsel to discuss Orange County
Catholic Worker et al v. Orange County et al (see page 2 story on the settlement). Council
also discussed the discipline/dismissal/release of an unnamed city employee.

Rancho La Paz Residents Continue
to Ask for Help
A few residents from Rancho La Paz
Mobile Home Park in Fullerton/Anaheim
asked council to intercede for them and
enact some form of rent stabilization to
protect them from the drastic rent
increase they received when the new
owner bought their park.
“Please remember that Rancho La Paz is
a senior park that was intended for retired
people on retirement incomes,” said June
Perez, “We intended this wonderful park
to be our home for the rest of our lives,

but sadly $1700/month rent will not
allow us to remain part of the community.”
City manager Ken Domer said that he
would like to attend a meeting of the
Rancho La Paz Homeowners Association
to get more information.
A report on legal options regarding
what the city can do will come before
council at the July 16 meeting.
See related story on front page
and on page 5.

City Extends High Speed Rail Agreement
Council voted 5-0 to extend a cooperative agreement between the city of
Fullerton and the California High-Speed
Rail Authority (HSRA) to January 31,
2021. This does not indicate support for
the project, but enables the city to obtain
reimbursement of costs associated with
review of technical studies of high-speed
rail.
The California HSRA is responsible for
the planning, design, construction and
operation of the first high-speed rail system in the nation. The HSRA intends
that by 2029, high-speed rail will run
from San Francisco to the Los Angeles
basin in under three hours at speeds of

over 200 miles per hour. The goal is that
the system will eventually extend to
Sacramento and San Diego, totaling 800
miles with up to 24 stations.
The HSRA plan for Orange County
includes a confirmed station in the City of
Anaheim, corridor enhancements and
improvements to accommodate high
speed rail through the City of Fullerton,
as well as a potential station in the City of
Fullerton.
According to the staff report, “Since
there may be significant impacts to
Fullerton based on the route, it is important we remain engaged in the review
process.”

City Receives West Coyote Hills Grant
from Warne Family Endowment
The City was awarded a $40,000 grant
from the Henry W. and Ellen R. Warne
Family Endowment for acquisition of
open space in the West Coyote Hills.
This money will go towards the acquisition of Neighborhoods 1 and 3 of the
Chevron/Pacific Coast Homes development project in West Coyote Hills. The
total amount awarded from the Warne

endowment is $140,000. In total, the
City has been awarded $28.2 million in
grant funding for acquisition of open
space in the West Coyote Hills.
The City is working with its external
legal counsel and Chevron/PCH to bring
forward a purchase and sale agreement for
City Council consideration at potentially
the July 16, City Council meeting.

Paramedic
Subscription Program

Agenda Forecast

Fullerton/Brea Fire Chief Adam Loeser
urged residents to sign up for the Fire
Department’s paramedic subscription
program. For $46/year residents will not
be billed for basic paramedic services
(ambulance not included) should they
require it. Those who have not subscribed
will pay $250 for basic life support and
$500 for advanced life support. For more
information visit www.cityoffullerton.com
and type “paramedic subscription program” into the search bar.

Tues, July 2, 6:30pm: Items on the
agenda include: Homeless Update, Grant
application for construction of Pearl Park,
community center waivers, legal services
agreement with Filarsky & Watt, committee rules of procedure review, and jail
staffing services agreement.
Tues, July 16, 6:30pm: Items on the
agenda include: Rancho La Paz Mobile
Home Park, Verizon cell tower, monthly
legislative update, and athletic field use
and allocation policy.

Retired Senior Volunteer Program: Mayor Jesus Silva presented certificates of recognition to 20 members of the Fullerton Police Department’s Retired Senior
Volunteer Program (RSVP), which was established in 1994 to recruit senior citizens in
our city to volunteer for the police department, be trained in police duties, and then be
a direct support to the police department. Some RSVP members have volunteered for
more than 20 years. RSVPs participate in vacation checks, patrol checks, park patrol,
welcome neighbor program, the Farmer’s Market, Fullerton iwatch, handicap citation
enforcement program, DUI checkpoints, traffic control, Citizens Academy, records
bureau clerical duties, community events, front desk duties, property department
duties, and special projects as needed. “They are the gem of our department,” officer
Carin Wright said. “They have made our department and community much better.”

City Contracts Street Sweeping Services
to Private Company
Council voted 4-1 (Zahra “no”) to of $157,046 to the Sanitation Fund and
award a contract for citywide street sweep- an estimated five-year savings of
ing services to CleanStreet, Inc. The base $885,973 to the Sanitation Fund by
contract fee for the first year of the 2024.
Agreement is $732,890. The agreement
Under the city’s new contract,
term is for five years, with an option to CleanStreet will begin service as of August
extend for up to two additional one-year 5, and provide citywide street sweeping on
periods. With agreement from the city, a weekly basis.
the contractor may increase its fees each
Currently, the city’s street sweeping
year, provided that no increase shall services are provided by four full-time
exceed the Consumer Price
employees and a portion of
Index. The Street Cleaning
the Street Supervisor’s and
Contracting
Division will continue to fund
Superintendent’s time.
street sweeping operations
The action to contract out
out street
with Sanitation Funds.
the
street sweeping operasweeping
The City of Fullerton’s street
tion will necessitate the layservices will
sweeping program has been
off of these four employees
cause the
sweeping Fullerton’s streets for
serving in the classification
over 40 years. The street
of Motor Sweeper Operator.
layoff of
sweeping program has five
In accordance with City
four city
dedicated street sweepers.
Personnel Rules, these
employees.
Since the 1990s, city staff
employees will be offered
has monitored the program to
bumping rights to other
ensure it is more cost effective
positions or, in the absence
compared to contract services.
of bumping rights, opportuEvery few years, staff would compare the nities to transition to vacant positions for
in-house program’s rate to a contractor’s which the employees have the necessary
quoted curb mile rate for Fullerton. Up qualifications and experience.
until around 2017, the in-house proAccording to the staff report, “the city
gram’s rates were consistently lower than will experience a savings from the concontract rates.
tracting out of services and reduce its
In late 2017, the City of Brea long-term pension liability due to the
approached the cities of Placentia and reduce employee count. CleanStreet is
Fullerton in an effort to develop a joint also extending full-time employment to
Request for Proposals (RFP) for contract any or all of the displaced Motor Sweeper
street sweeping services. The cities agreed. Operators.”
CleanStreet’s proposed base contract fee
Councilmember Zahra opposed the
of $732,890 for weekly sweeping, com- change because of the loss of city jobs, and
bined with contract overhead and addi- questioned the long-term economic benetional services, results in a projected 16% fit of the contract, as CleanStreet is
savings, or an estimated first-year savings allowed to raise their prices annually.
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Rancho La Paz Homeowners Join Renters at
Large Anti-Gouging Protest at Anaheim City Hall by Jesse La Tour
Many resident homeowners of the
Rancho La Paz mobile home park joined
a larger protest in front of Anaheim City
Hall on June 18 to ask for rent stabilization and a fair housing policy. The council ultimately voted down a temporary
moratorium on rent hikes proposed by
Councilmember Jose Moreno and supported by Councilmember Denise Barnes.
At the protest, many Rancho La Paz
homeowners stated their grievances. Back
in April, Anaheim City Council voted
down a rent stabilization ordinance for
mobile home parks, despite the pleas for
help from Rancho La Paz residents. The
residents went on to form a Homeowners
Association in attempts to negotiate with
the park’s new owner John Saunders who
had announced 40% to 70% hikes in the
rental of their lots (See frontpage article).
The park sits half in Fullerton and half in
Anaheim.
At the June 18 demonstration hundreds
of protesters packed into the Anaheim
City Council chambers as the meeting
began. The council meeting lasted over 10
hours, with more than 100 members of
the public speaking.
Representatives of various lobbying
groups (like the Building Industry
Association and the California Apartment
Association) spoke against any kind of
“rent control.”
Joining the Rancho La Paz residents
were residents of an apartment complex
called Casa Grande, who recently received
notification that their rents were increasing from 40-50% in two months, which
amounted to approximately $700 more
per month. The residents stated that the
increases would impact their financial stability and well-being, and requested assistance in resolving their concerns.
According to the US Census Bureau,
approximately 55% of all housing units in
Anaheim are renter-occupied, and the
median gross rent in Anaheim in 2017
was $1,578. In addition, 16% of Anaheim
residents have incomes below the poverty
level and approximately 60% of Anaheim
renters are “overpaying households,” i.e.,
households that spend more than 30% of
their income on housing costs.
According to the staff report, “As a
result of increased housing costs, allowing
owners of apartment units to impose
unrestricted rent increases could displace a
large number of elderly, fixed-income, or

low and moderate income Anaheim resi- ment is just a dream, we must, in good
faith, act—not just for the welfare of
dents.”
Councilmember Moreno made a those individuals, but for our city as a
motion to approve a temporary (six whole,” Barnes said.
She said her husband was part of the last
month) rent gouging moratorium. It
would allow rents to increase no more Point in Time homeless count in Orange
than 5% plus the consumer price index, County, and he found people living in
their cars with children.
with a max of 10%.
“Are you kidding me? In this country
“We heard from residents over and over
that they are seeking relief,” Moreno said. that is so blessed? I don’t think so. This is
“As properties transfer ownership, the new just a basic necessity to survive. God help
ownership resets the rents at market rate, us,” Barnes said.
Councilmember Trevor O’Neil, who
and so we have to figure out what we’re
voted against the measure,
going to do as a city in the
said, “Everybody knows I
long term. So that’s why it’s
“Residents
oppose rent control, and
a temporary moratorium to
it’s not because the
allow us the time to breathe
in this
Apartment Association
with our residents, to figure
community
contributed to my camout the best, more permashould not
paign. They contributed
nent solutions.”
have to live
to my campaign because
Moreno explained that
in fear of
they know that I am a
rents are being driven up, in
homelessness
staunch opponent of rent
part, because of the thoucontrol.”
sands of new luxury apartor have to give
O’Neil showed slides
ments that are being built.
up food or
indicating
that the average
He showed a graph indicatmedication
new rent prices at Casa
ing steadily escalating rents
just to pay
Grande are only about
in Anaheim in recent years.
rent.”
$100 more than other
“We’ve been investing in
units in that area, and that
trying to figure out how to
--Councilmember
the new Casa Grande
resolve homelessness—this
Denise Barnes
rental rates are below the
is the next wave if we don’t
average for all of
do something…The United
Anaheim. He also showed
Way study on homelessness
found that 3 out of 4 people who are in a projections that rent hikes will be declincondition of homelessness are folks who ing over the next several years.
“I don’t see there’s a projected need to
are homeless because they could not
cap this by government action when the
afford rents,” Moreno said.
Denise Barnes, the only other council market is going to take care of itself,”
member to support the rent spike morato- O’Neil said.
“I appreciate your numbers,” Barnes
rium, said, “When a landlord raises rents
in an irresponsible manner, the city is replied, “Could you please show me what
duty-bound to act. As an elected official, I salary you have to make in order to live
represent the residents and their welfare is there?”
O’Neil did not have those numbers.
my highest concern. The residents in this
Councilmember Lucille Kring, who
community should not have to live in fear
of homelessness or have to give up food or also voted against the measure, said that
the new owners ought to be able to get a
needed medication just to pay rent.”
“The economic success of Anaheim’s return on their investment, and that the
tourist industry fuels a need for tens of rents had previously been below market
thousands of dedicated workers to staff value.
“If rent control goes in, the owners are
our hotels and theme parks, to make the
beds, cook the food, and greet the guests. not going to have any money to fix roofs,
When the stability of these workers is put paint on, and so you’re going to end
threatened, when they are forced to up with apartments looking terrible, and
endure overcrowded conditions, when some of them may even become slums,”
good health must take a back seat to pay- Kring said, “Rent control is absolutely not
ing the rent, when putting away for retire- the right way to go.”

Moreno replied, “We’re talking about a
$600-$700 increase. If any of us can
afford our rent or our mortgage to go up
50, 60, 70 percent, in a matter of two
months, my goodness, I think we would
all be begging someone to help us. All I’m
suggesting here is for us to get our of our
ideological rigidity. It’s a 6-month moratorium so that we can truly deliberate on
this topic…I think there are some things
we can learn from other cities who have
done this.”
Moreno also pointed out that the average rents indicated by O’Neill are being
inflated by the high volume of construction of “above moderate” rental units, and
the stagnation of affordable units.
“There are 4,500 children in our school
system who are categorized as MckinneyVento, a federal designation of homelessness or housing insecurity,” Moreno said.
Councilmember Jordan Brandman,
who also opposed the measure, said that
he is philosophically opposed to any kind
of rent control, and that solutions to this
should come from the state, not the city
of Anaheim.
Mayor Harry Sidhu gave no comment
except to say, “I will not be supporting
this item.”
As Sidhu called for the vote, Moreno
said, “In the interest of our ethos ‘residents first’—we didn’t have one resident
say, ‘Do not do this.’ They came and
begged us to do this. So if we’re going to
be responsible to our residents, we have to
get out of our philosophical rigidity. The
only folks who have come and said, ‘Don’t
do this’ are paid lobbyists who are also trying to kill the statewide bills that some of
you are depending on to save our city.”
“We’ve already had enough discussion
on this,” Sidhu said. “Please vote, and I’ll
be voting no.”
“I’m just curious for your solutions, colleagues,” Moreno said. “If you keep
shooting down solutions to protect residents, who we say are our priority, what
will you do with the residents who are displaced on July 3 from Casa Grande, or
from Broadway Royale, or from Mayfair,
or from Anna Dr? What is your solution,
colleagues? Please let me know.”
Councilmember O’Neil said that the
Ad Hoc Housing Committee has been
meeting regularly, and has some ideas
they’ll be bringing back to council in the
next couple months, though he didn’t
specify what those ideas are.
Councilmember Kring said that the city
has been “doing a lot for affordable housing…We’re about to open the Section 8
housing waiting list for the first time in
years.”
“Despite all of that, rents are still going
up,” Moreno said. “We have 18,000 units
that are going to come online soon; not
one is an affordable housing unit.
According
to
the
Southern CA
Association of Governments, we have a
need of 1,400 low income units. We have
permitted about 200. So we’re well below
that, and we’ve doubled our need at the
upper income housing.”
Regarding the Section 8 voucher program, Moreno said there are 15,000
households on the wait list.
“If no other number motivates you, it
should be this one. I beg you, in the interest of our residents, to please consider a
temporary measure to protect our residents,” Moreno said. “We found
$425,000 for the Chamber of Commerce,
we extended our Angels lease deal with no
consideration for market-based rent.”
Ultimately, the motion failed 2-5, with
Barnes and Moreno being the only “yes”
votes.
Related: The question of what to do
regarding rent gouging at Rancho La Paz
will be discussed at the July 16 Fullerton
City Council meeting.

The DOWNTOWN Report
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WORLD OF MUSIC
As we predicted in the Mid June issue,
this year’s Day of Music really was a world
of music because Fullerton was connected
world-wide via live video and internet
radio. While music was being performed
all over town, ground central was Mo’s
Fullerton Music where a live stage was set
up as well as RadioFreeFullerton.net and
Titan Radio.
Davis Barber got the live video feed
going as a number of bands and individual performers were beamed all over the
globe. After submitting one original and
two cover songs, performers were confirmed and scheduled for the “Bands
Under Cover” musical event.
With so much going on at once, along
with another live stage outside in the
parking lot, we owe a huge thank-you to
Roger and his staff for managing to make
all of this happen, all the while operating
the retail store and giving music lessons.
Well done.
Local ‘sound guy’ El Roy installed a studio in one of the spaces used for music lessons and those who connected via
YouTube also were able to view the 6 hour
show since a camera was set up in the studio. Viewers could see and hear the inter-

views with Steve Noonan, The Dardens,
Phyllis Fender, Bubba (Leader of the Big
Bad Blues) and others. Many stopped by
to look in the window of our ‘Fishbowl
Studio’ and no doubt it looked like a three
ring circus at times.
Co-host Jim Washburn joined me for
the first three hours and we covered as
much ground as we could, spinning many
45rpm singles from Orange County
bands. His vast knowledge of the local
music scene really made the show entertaining as well as informative.
Kudos also to our other co-host Brian
Torres, who supplied us with another fine
collection of vinyl from local bands. We of
course had to make sure we played “Story
of My Life” by Social Distortion, since
Mike Ness references downtown Fullerton
in his lyrics: “I went downtown to look
for a job, I had no training, no experience
to speak of, and I looked at the holes in
my jeans, and turned and headed back.”
Year five was a huge success, many
thanks to the army of volunteers, all of the
sponsors, The City of Fullerton, and of
course, the many hundreds of performers.
Expect Day of Music #6 to be just as
much fun.

Photo Quiz

Above Left: The band Prone played live on air in the studio at Mo’s Music.
Above: RadioFreeFullerton.net on-air host Mike Ritto (pictured above with Bubba of Big
Bad Blues on guitar) shared the broadcast job during the Day of Music
with co-hosts Jim Washburn and Brian Torres (not pictured). -PHOTOS JESSE LA TOUR

PLANES TO SEE
Events like Day of Music and Airport
Day get coverage elsewhere in the
Observer but I wanted to put my two
cents worth in as well. Airport Day,
another all ages free event, attracts people
from all over Southern California with an
amazing assortment of vintage and modern aircraft as well as classic automobiles,
booths and activities.
As I headed over to say hello to Master
of Ceremonies Chuck Street, I noticed a
chase going on just north of the airport.
Hopefully you can see the White Bronco
(in the photo below) and the Highway
Patrol vehicle not far behind it. Remind
you of anything?

Above: One of many vintage planes
on display.
Below: One of the fun activities for kids.

QUESTION:
Who was this auditorium (above) named after and why?
Send your answer to Mike at
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

LAST ISSUE’S QUIZ
Where in Fullerton is this
historic downtown building
(pictured at right) located?
Answer: This photo was taken from
Amerige Avenue looking northwest.
Most will recognize the Landmark
Plaza from the corner view at Harbor
and Amerige.

CAPRI SHOES
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100 Years Old
Luvajean Clark Verry was born on a
farm in Iowa on June 17, 1919, one hundred years ago. Living to 100 years is rare
and deserves to be celebrated in a special
way. We are celebrating with a Casino
Night with family and friends. Her eyes
do light up when she enters a casino.
When I asked her about her secret to a
long life she did not suggest a low carb
diet, exercising (which I have never
known her to do) or drinking a jigger of
whiskey and enjoying a cigar daily.
Instead she gave advice that she wanted to
share with others for a life that was fulfilled by getting a good education, picking
good friends and planning for a future.
Luvajean graduated from Iowa State
Teachers College and taught school for a
while. She made a few trips with friends
to California and met her future husband
while working at Uniroyal in L.A. They
raised a son and twin daughters. After her
husband passed away she worked in several different aerospace jobs while caring for
three teenagers. She now has seven grandchildren and four great grandchildren.
She is known as Super Buba by two of
them.
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“HAPPY 4H!” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

When asked what her dream job would
have been she said she wanted to be a
newspaper reporter. I think that would
surprise her family and friends. Right
now she reads a novel a week, spends time
on Face Book keeping track of everyone
and plays Words With Friends. Go
grandma!
She has been a resident of Fullerton for
the last 42 years.

ACROSS

Emergency personnel work to remove the airplane from Commonwealth Avenue.
PHOTO BY DAVID SPARGUR

PILOT TRAINING CHECKRIDE TURNS INTO
EMERGENCY LANDING LESSON by David Spargur
A flight instructor taking a pilot on a
“checkride” at Fullerton airport averted a
life-threatening situation when they were
forced to make an emergency landing on
Commonwealth Ave. directly after takeoff
on June 20. No one was injured and the
airplane suffered only moderate damage.
A “checkride” is where a Certified Flight
Instructor trains or reviews the abilities of
a pilot possibly for approval to rent planes
or for completion of a Private Pilot certificate.
At about 5:15pm, flight instructor
Benjamin Dennis was doing routine landing pattern work with a private pilot, who
had purchased a flight review, when the
Cessna 172M they were flying lost power
on takeoff.
Mr. Dennis quickly took over the controls from the student who was piloting
the airplane when it started to lose power
and managed to land it on westbound
Commonwealth Ave. just off the end of

the runway. It came to a stop just east of
the Indiana Street intersection.
According to video from a security camera, despite rush hour traffic Mr. Dennis
avoided coming close to cars. The video
showed he did lose his left landing gear
when it clipped the center divider curb.
The airplane came to a stop as the left
wing hit center divider brush and spun
the airplane to the left.
According to the FAA registry and
FlightAware.com, this Cessna 172M was
built in the 70s and is currently owned by
Hess Garret, who owns Fun Outside
Aviation. Also known as the Skyhawk, its
Pilot Operation Handbook states it seats
four people with a passenger weight
capacity of around 700 pounds with fuel
tanks full. Losing power on takeoff is considered to be one of the most challenging
situations for pilots and requires skill and
quick action to avert loss of life in the
plane and on the ground.

RECREATIONAL SWIM
Recreational Open Swim is open to
persons of all ages from 6pm to 8pm
on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday;
7pm to 9pm on Tues., and Thurs.;
and from 12:30pm to 2:30pm on
Saturday at the Fullerton
Community Center. $4

LEARN MORE AT www.fastswimming.net

1. Water carrier
5. It’s put on the field during
a rain delay
10. Recipe amts.
14. Online slangy no?
15. Provide food for a party
16. Gillette razor
17. 1990’s “Three Colours” film trilogy
20. School assignment
21. “Nightmare on Elm Street”
premise: the kid ___ he falls asleep
22. Fall flower
23. Bichon ___ (dog breed)
25. Buddy
27. Letter before omega
28. Fill with joy
29. Religious offshoot
30. Casino card game

DOWN
1. Society newcomer
2. “___ miracle happens...”
3. Corrosive
4. Opening to a Nancy Sinatra hit
5. Sore
6. ___ chi (martial art)
7. Big inits. in long distance
8. Correct again
9. Commend
10. Small amounts
11. 1981 Bill Murray film
12. Foreword
13. Down in the dumps
18. Card game for two
19. Formerly known as
22. Police alert, for short
23. Type of football
24. Spiced and fruity liqueur
26. Capt.’s inferiors
28. Sea eagle
29. Erupt

33. Church recesses
34. Wealthy Asian island city-state
37. Celebrities
40. 2010 Katy Perry song
44. Machine parts
45. “This is going to be ___ night!”
47. Zappa and Whitesnake
guitarist Steve___
48. White House nickname
49. Courtroom event
50. Letter before iota
52. “Again!”
54. On the lookout
55. 1996 Will Smith film
59. Goes (for)
60. Paris’s river
61. San ___ Obispo, CA
62. Concludes
63. Piece of land
64. Unload, as stock

31. Fed. workers pension plan
32. Sue Grafton’s “___ for Alibi”
33. “___ we there yet?”
35. Tablet
36. California’s Fort ___
37. ___-fi
38. Scammed
39. Modified
41. Outstanding, as a bill
42. Kind of comb
43. Sedona auto maker
45. Nab
46. Hot dog
49. Blouse, e.g.
50. Special attention, for short
51. Cobbler’s stock
53. British tax
54. Work without ___ (be daring)
55. “___ fallen ...”
56. ___ de los muertos
57. Abbr. at the bottom of a letter
58. Fashionable initials
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EDUCATION NEWS

Beechwood Team Wins 1st Place in Ducks’ SCORE Program
A strong Anaheim Ducks fan, Beechwood teacher
Alison Gracia contacted the Anaheim Ducks Foundation
about their Field Hockey - SCORE Shoot Program.
With the assistance of Molly Schaus, Fan Development
Marketing Manager, equipment was donated by the
Anaheim Ducks’ Foundation. Alison and Beechwood’s
P.E. Coach Kurth Koerth, started the program at school
for 4th grade students and the team raced to the top!
With 75 schools participating at the beginning of the
SCORE program, 16 teams made it to the finals.
Beechwood‘s team has the distinction of being the first

public school to win the SCORE Shoot Out Program.
The NHL (National Hockey League) and the Ducks’
Foundation have now expressed interest in providing all
the Fullerton schools with hockey equipment!
The winning 4th grade team consisted of: Ella Von
Esch, Raul Medina, John Hertzberg,Tyge Atkinson,
Bryan Serna, Kael Gabourel, Emily Kim, Jayden Kim,
Kyle Monson, Weber Warden, Jadon Reed, Alondra
Reyes, Dean Parr, Wil Watson, Lucas Bulaon, Leo
Nguyen, and Samantha Wilson.

Fullerton School District Notes by Jan Youngman
FSD Board meetings are held at 6pm in the District Board Room, 1401 W. Valencia Drive.
Visit www.fullertonsd.org to view upcoming agendas. The next meeting will be held July 30.

AP EXAMS
The Fullerton School District has had junior high school students take AP exams since
the 2016/12 school year. In the first year, 70
students took the AP Computer Science exam
with four students scoring high enough to pass
the exam and earn college credit. This year, 71
students took AP exams in Computer Science
Principles, Computer Science A, and English
Language and Composition. Although the
students will not be notified of their scores
until after the school year has ended and they
are on summer break, they should be proud
regardless of the results.
Completion of AP courses and taking the
AP exam is traditionally done in 11th and
12th grades, but FSD students are offered the
opportunity beginning in 7th grade. AP classes are currently offered at Fisler, Nicolas and
Parks in the following subjects: AP Computer
Science Principles, AP Computer Science A,
and AP English Language and Composition.

RAILROAD SAFETY POSTERS WINNERS
GRADES K- 3:
•First Place: Wyatt Smith age 9, Fern Drive
3rd grade, Mrs. Ahn - "Keep Your Selfie Safe"
•Second Place: Leah Lee, age 6, Laguna
Road 1st grade, Ms. Schade - “Don’t Play
Near the Tracks”
•Third Place: Ethan Chan Lee, age 8,
Laguna Road 3rd grade, Mrs. Curley - “Stop,
Look, Listen”

GRADES 4-6:
•First Place: Yuri Yamachika, age 10,
Sunset Lane 4th grade, Mrs. Spero - “A Cat
May Have 9 Lives. Stay off Tracks”
•Second Place: Kate Kaneko, Age 9,
Laguna Road 4th grade, Ms. Collins, “Heads Up, Phones, Down”
•Third Place: Jayden Choi, Fisler 4th
Grade, Mrs. Bass -“Stop, Listen, Look, Act”
•Honorable Mention: Nathan Cho, age 6,
Sunset Lane grade K, Leibert/Schaller - “Say
NO to Tracks”

OTHER FSD NEWS
•Speech & Debate Program: FSD staff members Sal Tinajero
and Tiffiny Voung have been training students from 12 schools for
Speech & Debate Competitions. They are taking a group of winning students to the National Tournament in Dallas, Texas this year.
At the last FSD meeting, Mr. Tinajero and Ms. Voung brought a
large group of their winning team and had several students demonstrate different types of speech categories. What a impressive group
of students!
•Innovativion Live Stream Interns: Another amazing group
developed in the District is the students that are part of the “Live
Steaming Interns.” These specially selected students are occasionally pulled out of class to photograph or video tape an important
activity at school. I was able to see them in action at Ms. Montoya’s
Culinary II Vegan Cook Off. Talk about professional. I thought I
was in a real culinary school with professional photographic and
video professionals!
The 2019 Live Stream Interns are: Ladera Vista student Manuel
Lopez (who used to attend Nicolas), Nicolas students Frida
Hernandez and Dulce Sanchez;, and Fisler students Emmary
Woolley, Derrick Sun, and Sienna Bertsch.
•FSD Food Service News: Leftover meals from lunches are now
brought to the district’s Central Kitchen where staff wraps the meals
and gives them to Food Finders--an organization that provides
meals to pantries and shelters. Also, due to new federal regulations;
deficit spending in 2017-18 was $60,723 and $291,38 in 2018-19.
District pricing and food service will focus more on cooking from
scratch for student meals. School lunch prices will increase from
$2.85 to $3 for elementary schools and from $3 to $3.25 for
Middle/Jr. high schools. These price increases are in line with surrounding districts’ lunch prices.
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Superchamp participants: Owen Tang (4th),
Jacob Lee (1st) in front with Jonathan Hsing (2nd),
Joseph Ho (3rd), and Henry Luo (5th) at back.

The Best Chess Players
in Town by Pete Barron
Four of the best chess players in Fullerton (all US
Chess Federation rated) participated in this year’s
Superchamp competition including last year’s champion Jonathan Hsing, Jacob Lee (6th-Acacia), Owen
Tang (5th, Sunset), Henry Luo (Ladera Vista) and
Joseph Ho (Kraemer).
The “Superchamp” part of the Lions Club’s annual Fullerton City Chess Championship tournament
was delayed to mid-June due to the unavailability of
key players.
The tournament was a round-robin, with 30minute time control. The winner, Jacob Lee, scored
3.5 points; last year’s winner Jonathan Hsing and
Joseph Ho tied for 2nd, with Jonathan winning a
dramatic blitz game to break the tie and take 2nd
place. (Joseph was winning in a dominating fashion,
but his time had expired. If Jonathan had lost all his
pieces, it would have been a tie, but because he had
one pawn left, he won the game). Owen Tang and
Henry Luo placed fourth and fifth, respectively.
•Fullerton Fest: This year’s Fullerton Fest, where students demonstrated their expertise in Art, Music, Speech
and other activities, was a huge success. Next year it will
be held at the CSUF Conference Center which should
provide better parking.
•Youth Truth Survey: All students will be given this
survey and results will be given to the School Site
Councils to review.
•Dual Language: District support of English Learners,
students in foster care, and special education students
was discussed. Currently, two schools (Raymond &
Pacific Drive) have Dual Language classes. The current
teachers have more than 30 years experience. The district
has received 50 teacher applications for next year’s 3 new
positions.
Staff is currently looking at how to integrate STEAM
(STEM plus arts) activities into the program. FSD is
receiving growing requests to observe the program.
Currently, there are 25 students on the waiting list.
In a recent parent survey, parents expressed interest in
an after-school bi-literacy program. It was also stressed
that the junior high/middle schools should offer “solid
language programs.”
The district may want to consider IB
programs in the elementary and/or junior high programs. Also, rich literature
books in the other languages taught in
the district need to be available in the
school libraries.
Boardmembers discussed offering
after school language classes and possibly providing transportation for students & parents to attend programs at
another school. The Board also asked
the District to explore different ways of
obtaining parent input- not just by a
survey.
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by Francine V

Students & Community Service
Is it really for service or for awards?
It was only a year ago when I got a flyer
from school about a volunteer opportunity for incoming junior high students to
work at the Fullerton Public Library. I
was bursting with excitement at the
thought that I could help the community
by working in the library during the summer. When I was in elementary school, I
looked up to the volunteers who would
help kids like me with whatever we needed. I wanted to be like them, and eventually the time came. I got to teach kids how
to make different crafts that they could
take home during last year’s Afternoon
Live series in the library. I saw many
smiles as kids appreciated being helped.
This year, I am one of the many students who is actively searching for volunteer opportunities and performing community service. This is because the middle
schools in our city have programs that
involve community service. For example,
Parks Junior High has a Community
Service Award for incoming eighth
graders who are able to complete the
required amount of community service
hours during the summer break before
their 8th grade school year. Those who
complete 50 hours of community service
will be eligible for a silver medal, and
those who complete 100 hours of community service will be eligible for a gold
medal.
Parks also has an elective called
Leadership which requires 20 hours of

community service
every quarter.
The rest of the
schools
in
the
Fullerton School District such as Ladera
Vista, Nicolas, and Fisler participate in
the National Junior Honors Society, or
NJHS, which requires students to complete at least 10 hours of community service. However, some schools require up to
40 community service hours per school
year.
All of this information can be distracting and can sway our minds from the pure
intention of truly helping the community.
This thought crossed my mind when my
friends and I were having our time sheets
signed after one of our shifts.
I was bothered that we might become
too focused on doing the work just to
complete the requirements. If our motivation for volunteering is to get awards,
then it is no longer the community that
we are thinking of. I didn’t want to lose
my interest in helping my community so
I thought very hard about it.
I realized that as long as we stay true to
our intention of serving our community,
there is nothing wrong with getting
rewarded for it. I believe that the reason
why schools are adding community service as a requirement for awards or for
membership to the honor society is to
encourage students to be more involved in
the community.

FOR THOSE WHO ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES,
BELOW ARE SOME ORGANIZATIONS THAT YOU CAN CHECK OUT:
•Fullerton Public Library Summer
Volunteer Program. Open to incoming
7th grade. Next opportunity opens up in
May 2020. Visit the library to inquire.
•Assisteens is a group of dedicated 1318 year olds who serve the community
through many projects such as Operation
School Bell and Santa’s Closet and The
Taste of the Town. If interested, visit
https://www.assistanceleague.org/fullerton/v
olunteer/assisteens/.
•Lionsheart. Verify your community
hours and earn awards (depending on
how many hours you complete) through
this website. For more information, visit
https://www.lionsheartservice.org.
•VolunteerMatch. You can find available volunteering opportunities near you
that fit your age group through this website at www.volunteermatch.org.

•Boys & Girls Club. Apply to help
kids varying in age groups depending on
which club you join. More information
can be found on their website.
•Love Fullerton is a yearly event so
make sure to check the Fullerton Parks &
Recreation and the events section of the
Fullerton Observer. Find more info at
www.lovefullerton.org.
•Fullerton Parks & Recreation. Has
information about volunteering opportunities such as Maple Community Center
helper, and more. For more information
visit the Volunteer in Fullerton page of the
city website at https://www.cityoffullerton.com/services/volunteer.asp,
•Fullerton Observer Youth Page Writer.
If you are interested in contributing to the
Youth Page and want to learn more, contact me at fvudoti2906@myfsd.org.

FEATURED PETS FOR
ADOPTION by Katie

Meet Angie
Angie is a
regal, sweet cat
who loves to
c u d d l e .
Although she
may be hard to
approach
at
first, she warms
up to others,
and is easily
bribed by back
scratches. If you have the ideal easygoing
environment, a lot of toys, and a bed,
Angie is the perfect fit for you.
Meet other pets waiting for a new home
at OC Animal Care, 1630 Victory Rd.,
Tustin, CA 92486. You can reach them by
phone at (714) 935-6848 or visit
www.ocpetinfo.com.

50 of 140 Recovered
Shih Tzus Available
For Adoption
Many people have been wondering
about the Shih Tzus that were recovered
from a house in the city of Orange last
month . Even though it is already full, OC
Animal Care has taken them in and about
50 are now up for adoption.
OC Animal Care needs your help more
than ever now. Come and adopt these
adorable Shih Tzus!
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METEOR WATCH DAY by Alexandria

National Meteor Watch Day was June
30. Meteor showers happen often, but
they aren't always visible as much. The
last meteor shower before June 30 was on
May 4. The next upcoming meteor shower will be on July 30.
Some fun facts about meteor showers,
are that they can actually create a "rainbow." The ionization of some molecules
could create a trail of color behind meteors. Additionally, meteor showers happen
due to a trail of debris that comes from a
comet. As the debris falls into Earth's
atmosphere, it burns up and creates a
meteor shower.
Here are some tips on how to see meteor showers in a much clearer view. To see
a meteor shower more clearly, you may
have to avoid the full moon. The light
from the moon lessens the impact of the
meteor shower. Similar to the moon, city
lights also affect the clarity and beauty of
meteor showers. Clear skies are optimal
for the best view of meteor showers.

Some great places to view
showers
near
meteor
Fullerton are Turtle Rock
Viewpoint Trail in Irvine, Black Star
Canyon Trail in Orange, Angel Crest
Highway in La Cañada, Huntington
Beach, and Griffith Observatory in LA.
Many of these places are not only a good
spot to watch meteor showers, but also
perfect to take some time off and unwind
outdoors.
For more great places to see meteor
showers you can go to this link:
https://www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=met
eor+shower&find_loc=Fullerton%2C+CA
Sources for more information:
• study.com/blog/everything-you-still-don-tknow-about-meteors-get-ready-for-meteorwatch-day.html
• www.stemjobs.com/meteor-shower-facts/
•www.amsmeteors.org/meteor-showers/meteor-shower-calendar/

JULY 4TH INDEPENDENCE DAY by Irene
Celebrated on July 4th each year,
Independence Day is an American holiday remembering the Declaration of
Independence. This marks the day the 13
Colonies declared themselves independent states, free from British control.
Because this day signifies a great success
in American history, most people get a
day off from work to celebrate this holiday.
Here are a few of the most popular ways
to celebrate the Fourth of July: attending

a parade, going to a local
firework event, watching a
baseball game, having a
bonfire either at home or at
a beach, and last but not
least, holding a cookout.
All of these activities provide time to
bond with family and friends, and create a
memorable time with loved ones. Show
your American pride by celebrating this
meaningful day! Happy Independence
Day!

OPINION CORNER
TURTLES & PLASTIC WASTE by Nathan
Recently I took a trip to
Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
When you hear “Florida” the
first things that pop into your
head are alligators and crocodiles. Even though we did see
some alligators, another protected and beautiful creature
native to Florida is the sea turtle. These turtles are Florida’s
most majestic creatures ranging in size from the Olive
Ridley, one of the smallest at
2.5 feet and weighing in at
maximum of 100 pounds, to
the Leatherback, one of
Florida’s largest at 6 feet and weighing in
at a maximum of 1400 pounds.
In 2016, Broward County’s Sea Turtle
Conservation Program counted approximately 3,567 sea turtle nests, with each
nest containing an estimated 100 eggs!
In the middle of the night, my mom got
out of bed and left our hotel room in
Florida for a walk, thinking she might see
a turtle coming up on the beach. Through
the night fogginess she thought that the
dark figure with a glistening red light on
its face was a sea turtle. But, as she crept
forward it turned out to be a man lying
down smoking a cigarette right next to a
sign clearly stating the area was a Sea
Turtle Nest and that littering is strictly
enforced with jail time and an up to a
$50,000 fine.
While California, a state with not very
many sea turtles, is going crazy about trying to save marine life by attempting to
ban all plastic straws, many people in
Florida leave trash all over the beach. If a
community such as ours cares about the
less than a million sea turtles that we have

At Left: A Do Not
Disturb warning sign
attempts to protect the
sea turtle nesting areas.

left, then people in a state with so many
sea turtles should care.
Maybe you have heard of the Great
Pacific Garbage Patch A.K.A. Trash
Island. This is a mass of trash almost twice
as big as Texas or in comparison about
three times as big as France, where currents bring a lot of the trash that ends up
in the ocean.
One man, Richart Sowa, had a very creative way of eliminating some waste by
building an island of plastic bottles. His
previous island was destroyed by a hurricane. He currently has an island made up
of 150,000 plastic bottles he personally
picked up. Many people would consider
Richart a homeless person, but apparently
plastic bottles in bags under wood pallets
make a great home! Beside his own private
island home near Cancun, he also has
made a boat out of 1,000 plastic bottles.
If you want to continue using and discarding plastic either find another way to
help save our sea turtles locally and
nationally or get to work building your
island!
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FULLERTON INK: TIM HENDRICKS
RETURNS TO HIS ROOTS
After traveling the world and starring on shows like Miami Ink and
New York Ink, tattoo artist Tim Hendricks has returned to his roots as
the owner of Classic Tattoo, the oldest tattoo shop in Fullerton.
Tim Hendricks credits his original critiqued each others work, shattered each
interest in art to his dad, Don Hendricks, others’ egos on a daily basis, and we grew
a painter who taught at Fullerton college. as artists together,” he remembers.
After that, he went to work at a shop
Growing up on the south side of
Fullerton, Hendricks saw his first tattoos called Electric Tattoo in Balboa under the
tutelage of a man named Bucky Crispin
on guys in his neighborhood.
“The first time I saw tattooing get done, (who now works at Classic Tattoo), to
was at a tattoo party. An old cholo dude learn a traditional style.
A major inspiration for Tim
who had just gotten out of
is Ed Hardy, who made books
prison was tattooing people
about the history of tattooing,
in a garage with homemade
“There’s this
including one about Sailor
equipment. And it was like
Jerry, which introduced him to
20 bucks a tattoo. So I paid
old amazing
rich tradition of tattooing,
20 bucks and got my first tattradition behind the
an ancient art form.
too—my last name with
this craft...
“Tattooing came from old
feathers or something,”
that changed carnies getting tattooed. You
Hendricks recalls.
had a lot of Coney Island tatWhen he turned 18, he got
my style
tooers, you had tattooers at the
his first professional tattoo at
completely.”
Bowery in New York,”
Classic Tattoo by a guy
Hendricks said. “And any
named Big Frank.
sailor port, like the Long
Tim realized early on that
Beach Pike. It was military,
it’s hard to make a living just
as an artist, so tattooing provided a way to men dying on battlefields. And between
basic training and getting to the battlebe creative and pay the bills.
After doing tattoos freelance for a while, field, or laying over in Hawaii, they were
and developing his style, he got his first getting tattooed. There’s this old amazing
job at a shop called Inflictions in Covina, tradition behind this craft that I had no
idea about, and that changed my style
working for a guy named Steve Potts.
“That’s when I really started to mold completely.”
After working at Electric Tattoo, Tim
and shape my career, but it was rough at
first,” Tim recalls. In those early years, went to learn more styles from Clay
Decker and Chris Garver at a place called
some days there was no one to tattoo.
Inflictions ended up becoming one of True Tattoo in Hollywood.
Meanwhile, he began to travel the
the busiest shops in Southern California
for a while. It was here, in the company of world, attending tattoo conventions and
other professional tattooers, that he began learning from artists around the world.
On his travels, he got to meet some of
to hone his craft.
“It was amazing. I worked with a num- his idols like Ed Hardy and Freddy
ber of guys—we really fed off each other, Corbin, and Filip Leu, of the famous Leu

family of tattoo artists.
“I always looked up to Filip Leu and
when I met him he did not disappoint, he
was nothing but a smiling genius filled
with positive energy,” Tim recalls. “I was
enamored by their bond as a tattoo family.”
While working with Chris Garver,
Hendricks had the opportunity to be one
of the artists on the show Miami Ink, first
as a guest artist, and then as a regular star
on season 5.
“It was hard but all in all it was an
amazing experience,” recalls Hendricks.
After that, he went on to star for two
seasons on the spinoff show New York Ink.
For Tim, the most interesting thing

about those tattoo shows is learning the
stories behind the tattoos people want.
“We tattooed survivors of the Hudson
River crash, and they told their story—the
real account. We tattooed a guy who saved
a woman and her child from getting
stabbed to death by a serial killer on a
Subway train,” he remembers.
After achieving international and media
success, Tim decided to return to his roots
and buy the shop where he got his first
tattoo, Classic Tattoo in Fullerton, which
was made famous by an artist named Eric
Maaske who tragically passed away in
2004.
Read the rest of the story online at
www.fullertonobserver.com.

PERIODONTAL SCREENING
An effective way to assess the health
of a patient’s gums involves measuring
the depth of the groove (known as the
“sulcus”) found between the teeth and
surrounding gum tissue. To do so, the
dentist simply slips a periodontal probe
(that is calibrated in millimeters) in the
spaces below the gum tissue alongside
each tooth.
In cases of healthy gums, these
“pockets” will measure no deeper than
1-3 millimeters. When the pockets are
found to range from 3-5 millimeters,
this is taken as a sign of early gum disease (or “gingivitis”). Pockets that
range from 5-7 millimeters in depth
are considered a sign of moderate gum
disease, while those that reach 7-10

millimeters in depth indicate advanced
gum disease (“periodontitis”). Gum
disease can be effectively treated at any
stage. However, if left untreated, gum
disease will eventually progress to a
point where tooth and bone loss will
occur.
We use all the tools at our disposal to
help keep your mouth a healthy one.
We strongly believe that one of the
most important services we render our
patients is a plan for preventative care.
Along with daily brushing and flossing, one crucial tool to your good dental health is regular professional care,
which can spot the little problems
before they become out of control.
Call us for an appointment.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092
www.paulnelsondental.com
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FULLERTON AIRPORT DAY FUN
The 6th annual Fullerton's Airport Day on June 22 was a huge success with displays
of vintage and modern aircraft, rescue helicopters, classic automobiles, aviation-related exhibits, aircraft fly-bys, booths and vendors. Missed it? Stay tuned for next year
and in the meantime visit the Fullerton Airport located at 4011 W. Commonwealth
where you can watch planes from the Wings Café.

Above: Families arrive as the gates open. PHOTO BY JERE GREENE
At Left: The traditional formation fly-over. PHOTO BY MARK VOLLE
Below: One of the many vintage planes on display. PHOTO BY JERE GREENE

FPD Statement on
Immigration Enforcement
The Fullerton Police Department ment will erode both the trust and collabwould like to remind our community of a oration we need from people living in our
few things regarding Immigration community.
-HOWEVER, there are instances when
Enforcement in the City of Fullerton:
-Let us be clear from the start: Public providing public safety require us to coopSafety is the primary concern of the erate with our federal partners.
-Consistent with our existing state laws
Fullerton Police Department, NOT
and current procedures, we
immigration.
strongly believe that undocu-That means if you’re a
mented immigrants who
DACA student working
The FPD is
commit
violent and serious
hard to earn a college degree
charged with
offenses against members of
at any of our schools or colkeeping you
our community should be
leges, or an undocumented
and your
subject to all laws, including
immigrant who is otherwise
family safe
the immigration laws of this
obeying the law, we are not
country.
going to go out of our way to
regardless
-The Fullerton Police
pursue and detain you.
of your
Department
is charged with
-It means that regardless of
immigration
keeping you and your family
your immigration status, if
status.
safe. We will continue to do
you need assistance – either
so regardless of your immifrom injury, assault, or accigration status, and we will
dent – our role is still to help
continue to expend our resources protectyou in any way possible.
-The Fullerton Police Department does ing our community from anyone with illnot enforce federal law – by statute it’s not intent.
For more information regarding Federal
our job. And beyond the legal limits, any
attempt to target non-criminals would Immigration Enforcement and the rights
jeopardize our ability to effectively protect of immigrants in the State of California,
please visit the link for information from
our community.
-Public safety requires public partner- the California Attorney General:
ships, and undue immigration enforce- https://oag.ca.gov/immigrant/rights.

Above:
Families toured safety
helicopters such as Mercy Air.
At Right:
There were demonstrations of
OC Fire Authority life-saving
rescue operations and water
drops from fire suppression
safety helicopters.
PHOTOS BY MARK VOLLE
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by Emerson Little © 2019

Trekking Tri-City
Regional Park
Now that summer has arrived, it’s time
to step outside and visit our local parks.
Driving down Bastanchury and turning
left on Kraemer Boulevard, I found TriCity Regional Park, a 40-acre piece of
land located in the City of Placentia, bordered on two sides by the City of
Fullerton and just a quarter-mile from the
City of Brea’s border.
With an eight-acre lake and three
reservable picnic areas, this park is completely free to the public unlike other
regional parks in the area and offers a
spectacular viewing spot for a sunset.
Originally, Tri-City Regional Park was
ranchland owned by Colonel John
Tuffree. According to the “History of the
Park” section of the Tri City Park Master
Plan, Colonel Tuffree came to Anaheim in
1872, where he is now regarded as one of
Orange County’s pioneers. He settled
with his wife in Placentia on their 662
acre ranch, located on parts of the old
Rancho San Juan Cajon de Santa Ana. He
named their ranch “De Buena Vista” and
was very active in the farming community, eventually becoming one of the original directors of the Anaheim Union Water
Company.
Colonel Tuffree was involved in bringing irrigation water to Orange County,
recognizing farmers’ challenges in transporting water from the watershed locations in the mountains to their fields.
Farmers would initially redirect surface
water flow, dig wells, build small dams,
and often compete for access to river
water.
Colonel Tuffree suggested a large reservoir, which would allow for water storage,
to ensure irrigation water when needed.
The Tuffree Reservoir was built on his
ranch and helped support irrigation water
supplies. In 1875, the first cooperative
was formed to share water amongst the
ranchers. The Cajon Irrigation Company
was formed by ranchers from Placentia;
they dug a 17-mile long canal bringing
water from the Santa Ana River to
Tuffree’s Reservoir.

According to the OC Parks website,
urban development in the 1950s and
1960s led to a cutback of agriculture in
the area and greatly diminished the need
for the reservoir.
Starting in the 1970s, the cities of
Placentia, Brea and Fullerton established
an Authority, made up of community representatives, Parks & Recreation
Commissioners and staff from all three
cities, to develop the reservoir and its adjacent land into a public park. Working in
tandem with Orange County’s Harbors, ing on the grass and shallow waters of the
Beaches and Parks District, the Authority lake immediately caught my attention.
acquired the property and built Tri-City Some were washing, while others were
Park.
simply sitting, swimming and watching
In October 2011, the Tri-City Park people walk or jog by.
Authority requested that the County of
As I approached, one of the ducks
Orange include the park in the county’s began to slowly make its way toward me,
regional park system. On October 2012, probably thinking that I had food, which
the OC Board of Supervisors approved
I didn’t. If they don’t think
the request and on January 5,
you have food, they will
2013, the Orange County
typically ignore you. It’s
Parks Department began operbad to feed the ducks and
With an
ating the park as “Tri-City
geese anyway, so there’s no
eight-acre lake need to run into any trouRegional Park.” It is now maintained by the County.
ble with them.
and three
When I visited on an overcast
Sycamore and eucalyptus
reservable
morning in June, the park
trees lined the meandering
picnic areas,
seemed pretty crowded with
pathway as I made my way
this park is
dog-walkers, joggers and bicyin a complete circle around
clists. As I stepped out of my completely free the lake. Reflections of trees
car, I spotted some people fishin the water made for some
to the public.
ing for catfish and bluegill
interesting photo opportualong the banks of the large
nities. Benches were placed
lake, which is visited by many
on the banks of the lake,
annual waterfowl. If anyone
where some people were
does plan on fishing, please keep in mind relaxing.
that you will need a California Fish and
As I reached one end of the park, I saw
Game License. Launching of model radio- two bridges, one on each side, connecting
controlled sailboats also requires a permit. to a small protrusion of land that almost
With my camera mounted on my newly seemed like an island since it sat between
built shoulder rig, I began walking around the main section of the lake and its
the lake. As I made my way along the extended end. Crossing the first bridge, it
path, I encountered other photographers wasn’t hard to miss a brightly colored sign
who also happened to be taking pictures. with words of warning, “Don’t feed ducks
The park is a wildlife sanctuary, very pop- or other water fowl.” On the connecting
ular as a bird-watching destination and is piece of land, there was another man fishthe perfect place for birders, bikers, hik- ing, casting his rod into the water.
ers, and photographers. The ducks loungOn the other side of the park, there was
a playground surrounded by three picnic
shelters with large tables, which could
provide shade on a hot summer day. In
fact, there were numerous picnic tables
and benches scattered throughout the
park that would make for perfect rest
stops and eating areas for families. The
colorfully painted playground was popular with little children. There were slides,
swings and equipment for kids to enjoy,

along with a nearby restroom and drinking fountain. While there’s no shade over
the playground, there are plenty of trees
just outside of the play area to cool off
under. Large, open fields of grass between
well-established and newly-planted trees
also made this section perfect for dogwalking.
Walking back to my car, I came across a
plaque positioned on a stone base and
stopped to take a look. This was an
Orange
County
Historic
Civil
Engineering Landmark for the Anaheim
Union Water Company Irrigation System,
designated in 2007 and dedicated in
2008. The Company’s Cajon Canal,
which ran along the contour of foothills,
diverted water from the river in Santa Ana
Canyon to Yorba Dam and Tuffree
Reservoir (now Tri-City Park). According
to the plaque, “a system of more than 100
miles of lower ditches and underground
pipes delivered irrigation water to area
farmers long before incorporation of the
cities of Anaheim, Fullerton, Placentia
and Yorba Linda. The waters of the Santa
Ana River are now used for groundwater
recharge by the Orange County Water
District.”
Once again, the regional park is completely free and only a few minutes from
Fullerton. It also has little outlets into the
surrounding neighborhoods, making it
the perfect place for people living in the
area to take a walk and step outside.
Located at 2301 Kraemer Boulevard in
Placentia, Tri-City Regional Park is open
from seven in the morning to nine at
night. During the fall and winter, the park
is open from seven in the morning to six
in the afternoon.
To see what Tri-City Regional Park
looks like, check out my video by visiting
www.fullertonobserver.com and clicking
the tab labeled “Local.” Underneath that
tab, click on “Emerson Little YouTube
Channel,” which will take you directly to
my page.
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HITS
&
MISSES
by Joyce Mason ©

LATE NIGHT: A Hit & a Miss
Billed as a comedy, “Late Night” is more ironic than
funny. Setting out to make the case for TV needing
more women and more diversity in its writers and late
night performers, the movie, nevertheless, features a
female late-night talk show host, who has earned several Emmys during her 28-year run yet is now about to
be cancelled.
Katherine Newbury (Emma Thompson) is riding on
the laurels of her long-running show and has gradually
become stuffy and rigid, losing her appeal to younger
audiences. Katherine eschews social media and has
insulted a young female guest who has gone viral with
her “u-tube” performance. The new network president,
Caroline Morton (Amy Ryan), tells her that her guests
are too intellectual and that her writers are no longer
funny or relevant. She also needs more diversity both
on-screen and off.
We meet her writers, a roomful of young-to-middleaged men, many of whom have never met Katherine.
The show’s beleaguered producer, Brad (Denis
O’Hare), is trying to hire at least one female writer and,
under pressure from a worried Katherine, hires an inexperienced but racially diverse Molly Patel (Mindy
Kaling). Most young writers have come from stand-up
comedy stints, but Molly’s prior job was doing quality
control at a chemical plant, where she entertained the
workers on the floor with ongoing comedic remarks
over the plant’s loudspeaker.
Under threat of losing her job, Katherine begins visiting her writers’ work room, but instead of calling
them by their names, she assigns them numbers based
on their seated positions. She does not even take kindly to the newly hired Molly, nor do the writers. A hierarchy has evolved among the writers, as Tom (Reid
Scott) keeps reminding everyone that he is the talent
who writes Katherine’s daily monologues. The only
writer kind to Molly is Charlie (Hugh Dancy), but his
intentions are more predatory than professional.
Because she is on a 13-week contract, Molly works
hard to prove her value as a comedy writer, but
Katherine is slow to use any of the material she writes.
She still seems stuck in her rather arrogant, upper-crust
mannerisms, but afraid of losing her job, Katherine
finally seeks advice from a professional, who encourages
her to get to know her writers by name and to invite
them to her home on social occasions. One of her writers had died three years previously, and she had not
even been aware of his absence.
The focus of Katherine’s life has always been her professional career. Her family consists of a loving husband
(an excellent John Lithgow), but he is several years
older than Katherine and has been diagnosed with a
debilitating disease. An incident occurs that threatens
their marriage and Katherine is reeling under the possibility of losing his loyalty and affection and losing her
job.
A quote from a Yeats’ poem—“Tread softly because
you tread on my dreams”—is spoken by Molly, yet the
sentiment applies to both women. Gradually, Katherine
allows Molly some space in her life and the two women
bond from a sincere affection for television and its continuing relevance in the twenty-first century.
The screenplay for “Late Night” reflects some of the
aspirations expressed in the movie itself. With some television experience in her career, Kaling wrote the
screenplay with Emma Thompson in mind as
Katherine and herself as Molly. She is generous enough
to give Katherine all of the best lines, knowing how
superb Thompson is at delivering clipped and cutting
lines that would reflect the hauteur of her character.
“Late Night’ was directed by Nisha Ganatra, who
keeps the pace of the film lively and the characters
believable. However, what the film lacks is humor.
Billed as a comedy, “Late Night” has heart but few lines
that invite laughter.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

EVENTS CALENDAR
TUES, JULY 2
•2:30pm: Learn Magic at
Fullerton Public Library in the
Osborne Auditorium, 353 W.
Commonwealth. Learn enough
tricks to put on your own show.
Find out the secrets. K - through
6th graders. Free
•6:30pm:
Fullerton
City
Council Meeting at city hall, 303
W. Commonwealth.
WED, JULY 3
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine
Every
Wednesday
Farmers
Market at Independence Park next
to the DMV on Valencia between
Euclid and Highland in Fullerton.
Fresh produce including fruit, vegetables, plants, eggs, flowers, baked
goods, tamales, empenadas, kettle
korn, nuts, and more.
•9am: Braille Institute Free
Series “Staying Connected” at the
Fullerton Community Center, 340
W. Commonwealth. Call 714-7386575 to RSVP.
THURS, JULY 4
•5pm-9pm: City 4th of July
Festival at Fullerton Union High
School Softball Field. Free live
music, roaming entertainment,
food booths, activities for all ages
and fireworks show at 9pm. Call
the Museum Center at 714-7386545 for more information. Free
admission.
FRI, JULY 5
•6pm:
Outdoor
Movie
“Jurassic Park” at Craig Regional
Park, 3300 State College Blvd,
Fullerton. Pack a picnic, bring
blankets and lawn chairs. Free parking beginning at 5pm. Some premovie activities, food trucks and
beer & wine garden open. The
show begins after sunset around
8pm. Free.
WED, JULY 10
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine
Every
Wednesday
Farmers
Market at Independence Park. See
July 3 listing.
THURS, JULY 11
•4pm-8:30pm:
Fullerton
Outdoor Downtown Market with
live music beginning at 6:30pm,
Beer & Wine Garden, craft and hot
food vendors, fresh produce, flowers, kids activities. Downtown
Fullerton Plaza and E. Wilshire
between Harbor & Pomona. (714)
738-6545.
•6pm-8pm: OC Registrar of
Voters Community Workshop
Come give your input on where
Vote Centers and Drop Boxes
should be located at this workshop
at the Fullerton Pubic Library, 353
W. Commonwealth Ave. Also learn
more and provide your thoughts by
visiting www.ocvote.com.
•6:30pm-8:30pm: Free Print
Workshop & Gallery Tour Master
printmaker Linda Lyke offers free
monotype print workshop and tour
of her current exhibition “Field
Notes” at the Muckenthaler, 1201
W. Malvern, Fullerton. Participants
are asked to bring a 7x9 or smaller
black & white drawing or photograph and a watercolor brush (if
you have one). Paper, ink, plates,
brayers and some drawing tools and
brushes will be provided. www.themuck.org.
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SAT, JULY 13
•9am: Fullerton Rec Riders
Gymkhana Show come watch
local riders and their horses in a
free show held at the Equestrian
Center Arena at Laguna Lake Park,
2900 Lakeview Way, Fullerton.
Visit www.fullertonrecriders.org.
SUN, JULY 14
•6pm-8pm: Friends of Coyote
Hills Nature Walk: Summer hills
are colorful. Hear the songs and
calls of a multitude of nesting
birds, while at dusk brush rabbits
come out to forage and the coyotes
sing in celebration of the new season. Moderately easy 2 to 2 1/2
mile hike (with some uphill climbing) suitable for the entire family.
Dogs are welcome on a leash.
Meet at the open-gate entrance
to the Equestrian Center of Laguna
Lake Park, on Lakeview just east of
Euclid in Fullerton. Wear comfortable shoes and bring water to
drink.
TUES, JULY 16
•6:30pm: Fullerton City
Council Meeting at city hall, 303
W. Commonwealth.
WED, JULY 17
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine
Every Wednesday
Farmers
Market at Independence Park. See
July 3 post.
•9am: Braille Institute Free
Series “Business of Living”
Fullerton Community Center, 340
W. Commonwealth. Call 714738-6575 to save your seat.
•7pm: David Andersen, Steve
Noonan, & Wild Mountain
Mystics in free concert at Bourbon
Street, Downtown Fullerton.
THURS, JULY 18
•4pm-8:30pm:
Fullerton
Outdoor Downtown Market on
E. Wilshire with live music beginning at 6:30pm. See July 11 post.
SAT, JULY 20
•6pm: Fullerton Community
Band “Favorites of Stage &
Screen” free outdoor concert at
Fullerton College Quad, 321 E.
Chapman Ave., Fullerton. Bring
friends & family, picnic dinner,
chairs, and blankets and enjoy
music under the stars.
TUES, JULY 23
•2:30pm-3:30pm: Afternoon
Live Carnival for kids entering 1st
grade features game booths, facepainting, crafts and fun in the
Osborne Auditorium, Fullerton
Public
Library,
353
W.
Commonwealth. Free
FRI, AUG 2
•6pm-10pm:
Fullerton
Downtown ArtWalk come downtown and enjoy local art exhibits at
numerous venues all within easy
walking distance. Free.
•6pm-10pm: Open Mic Night
at the Fullerton Museum Center on
E. Wilshire downtown Fullerton.
Call 714-738-6545 if you would
like to perform. Sign ups begin at
6:30pm. The galleries will also be
open to the public for free.
WED, AUG 7
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine
Every
Wednesday
Farmers
Market at Independence Park. See
July 3 post.

FREE SUMMER
CONCERTS
BUENA PARK

Wednesdays at 7pm
Boisseranc Park, 7520 Dale St.,
Buena Park 90620 (714)562-3860
Live music & Food trucks. Free
admission. Bring friends, family &
blankets or beach chairs. Also bring
your drum and join the pre-concert
drum circle each night from 5pm7pm.
•July 3: Biscuits & Gravy, R&B
•July 10: Uptown Funk,
Bruno Mars tribute

FULLERTON

Wednesdays 6:30pm-8:30pm
Fullerton Sports Complex, 560 E.
Silver Pine (off Bastanchury),
Live music & food for sale. Free
admission. Bring friends, family &
blankets or beach chairs. Free family
arts & crafts. (714)738-3167
•July 10: Upstream
•July 17: Kid Ramos Memphis
•July 24: The Answer

Wednesdays 6:30pm-8:30pm
Hillcrest Park Great Lawn,
1200 N. Harbor, Fullerton (shuttle
from court house free parking)
•July 31: Bubba & Big Bad Blues
•Aug 7: Soloman Grundy
•Aug 14: Journey Captured

BREA

Wednesdays 6:30pm-8pm
Brea City Hall Park, 401 S. Brea
Blvd (just south of Imperial Hwy)
Live music, tri-tip BBQ for sale.
Free admission. Bring friends, family
& blankets or beach chairs.
•July 10: Symphonic Winds
of the Pacific (patriotic)
•July 17: Alley Cats (Doo-Wop)
•July 24: Electric Vinyl (rock)
•July 31: Upstream, Reggae
•Aug 7: The Fenians (Irish rock)

LA HABRA

Thursdays 6:30pm-8:30pm
Portola Park,
301 S. Euclid St, La Habra.
Live music, Free admission. Bring
friends, family & blankets or beach
chairs & picnic. Kids Zone arts &
crafts. No pets (except service dogs)
•July 18: Desperado (Eagles)
•Aug 15: Mark Easterday (country)
•Aug 8: Jumping Jack Flash
(Rolling Stones tribute)

PLACENTIA

Thursdays 6:30pm-8pm
Tri-City Park, 2301 N. Kraemer
Blvd, Placentia.
Live music, Food for sale by nonprofits. Free admission. Bring
friends, family & blankets or beach
chairs.
•July 18: Upstream, Steel Drum
Caribbean/Reggae/Calypso
•July 25: Scot Bruce (Elvis tribute)
•Aug 1: Mark Easterday (country)
•Aug 8: Alehouse Fire

YORBA LINDA

Sundays 5:30pm-7pm
Hurless Barton Park Amphitheater,
4601 Casa Loma, Yorba Linda
Live music, Free admission. Bring
friends, family & blankets or beach
chairs & picnic.
•July 21: Tijuana Dogs (Rock)
•July 28: Surf ’s Up (Beach Boys)
•Aug 4: Hot August Night
(Neil Diamond tribute)
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Fullerton College Director’s Festival
July 11-July 19
Coordinated by Candice Clasby, this annual festival, which takes place in the
Bronwyn Dodson Theatre on campus at 321 E. Chapman (at Lemon), features
one-act plays. The event which features original works by local playwrights, provides an experimental forum for theatre students, professionals, and amateurs. A
panel of critics and theatre professionals judge each project and choose those that
will go on to the Best of the Fest. Admission at the door is $15 (presale $12.50).
Performances are at 8pm on Thursdays and Fridays from July 11 through July
19, with one Saturday night show on July 13. (Box Office opens on July 8 - Call
(714) 992-7150 from 9:30am to 3:30pm Monday through Friday)

“Into the Woods”
@ STAGES THEATER
400 E Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 www.stagesoc.org

“Richard III” @ MAVERICK THEATER

110 E Walnut Ave Unit B, Fullerton, CA 92832
Tickets: (714) 526-7070 www.mavericktheater.com
Adapted & Directed by Brian Kojac. July 12 - August 17. Shakespeare's most murderous, malicious and mesmerizing king. A tale of the psychopathic Richard's bloody
and manipulative rise to the throne and his defeat. The character of Richard is one of
Shakespeare's most famous characters.'Richard III' is considered by some critics to be
a case study in how the pursuit of power can corrupt absolutely, while other critics consider the play to be a portrait of absolute evil or psychopathy.

Save The Date: August 15-25
O-centric New Play Festival

Stages Theatre presents Into the Woods,
the first of two musical offerings in their
27th season directed by Jill Johnson.
Written by James Lapine with music by
Stephen Sondheim this show takes
everyone’s favorite storybook characters
and brings them together for a timeless,
yet relevant, piece and a rare modern
classic. The story follows a Baker and
his wife, who wish to have a child;
Cinderella, who wishes to attend the
King’s Festival; and Jack, who wishes his
cow would give milk. When the Baker
and his wife learn that they cannot have
a child because of a Witch’s curse, the

two set off on a journey to break the
curse. Everyone’s wish is granted, but
the consequences of their actions return
to haunt them later with disastrous
results.
The production stars Audrey Bivens,
Briana Bonilla, Tucker Boyes, Justin
Budds, Justin Keane Crawford, Hayden
Mangum, Cameron Patrick Murray,
Melissa Musial, Carrie Ryder, and
Brooke Veluzat. Tickets are $32/general
and , $30 for students and seniors.
Performances are now through July 2,
Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm and
Sundays at 2pm.

“The Drowsy Chaperone”
MYSTERIUM THEATER @ THE LA HABRA DEPOT PLAYHOUSE
311 S. Euclid St, La Habra
(562) 697-3311 www.mysteriumtheater.com

O-centric: Orange County’s New Play Festival stages four compelling works
from OC playwrights that tell stories you don’t typically see in local theatre, stories that need to be told. This year’s festival is dedicated to one-acts so you can
see all four at each performance. Beethoven & Misfortune Cookies by Joni Ravenna;
Magic Box, Evil Eye by Jordan R. Young; Still Moving by Ben Susskind; Thump
in the Night by Lydia Oxenham. Tickets on sale July 1 at www.oc-centric.com or
BrownPaperTickets.com or call (714) 902-5716.

Winner of five Tony Awards, including Best Book and Best Original Score, The
Drowsy Chaperone is a loving send-up of the Jazz Age musical, featuring one showstopping song and dance number after another. Directed by Tyler Stouffer.
Choreographed by Emily Turner
With the houselights down, a man in a chair appears on stage and puts on his
favorite record: the cast recording of a fictitious 1928 musical. The recording comes
to life and The Drowsy Chaperone begins as the man in the chair looks on. Mix in
two lovers on the eve of their wedding, a bumbling best man, a desperate theatre
producer, a not-so-bright hostess, two gangsters posing as pastry chefs, a misguided Don Juan and an intoxicated chaperone, and you have the ingredients for an
evening of madcap delight. Through July 7.

“Ragtime”
@ CHANCE THEATER
Bette Aitken theater arts Center on the Cripe Stage
5522 E. La Palma Ave., Anaheim, CA 92807
Tickets: (888) 455-4212 www.ChanceTheater.com.
Chance Theater previews the award-winning
musical Ragtime: The Musical, written by Terrence
McNally, and composed by the Tony Award winning team of Stephen Flaherty and Lynn Ahrens
and based on the novel Ragtime by E. L.
Doctorow through July.
Regular performances begin July 6 and continue through July 28.
Nominated for 13 Tony Awards including Best
Musical, Ragtime tells the story of three families
at the turn of the 20th Century in pursuit of the
American dream. The award-winning score uses
ragtime rhythms to paint a portrait of the people
who built this country with the hopes for a
brighter tomorrow.
Famous historical characters and a rich score
propel Ragtime through a spectacular re-creation
of turn-of-the-20th-century New York.
The musical paints a nostalgic and powerful
portrait of three people, a stifled married woman
from the upper classes, a determined Jewish
immigrant, and a daring young musician from

Harlem — whose fates become unexpectedly
intertwined.
Not content to do a traditional retelling of the
musical, director Casey Stangl has something in
mind to set this production apart from others.
“The play has so much resonance in our world
today with the immigrant experience, the decaying of the American Dream, the intense divisions
between groups, races,genders - all these themes
are explored.”
“Our setting will portray both past and present
ideas with a warehouse that represents both the
beginning of the Industrial Age and a gentrified
industrial chic, emphasizing the great income
inequality we are currently living in.
“A diverse cast will occupy this space as a community telling this story in an attempt to heal and
come together. We are all part of each other’s
story, whether we want to be or not.”
NOTE: Contains mature themes and strong
language.
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“Papel Chicano Dos”
@ MUZEO
241 S Anaheim Blvd, Anaheim
(714) 956-8936 www.muzeo.org
Works on Paper from the Collection of
Cheech Marin. Presenting 65 artworks by
24 established and emerging artists.
Dating from the late 1980s to present day,
their work demonstrates a myriad of techniques from watercolor and aquatint to
pastel and mixed media. Their iconic
imagery has influences ranging from preHispanic symbols and post-revolutionary
nationalistic Mexican motives to the
Chicano movement of the 1960s and contemporary urban culture. Through July
14. Admission: Adults: $10 Children: (4 –
12) $7 Students/Seniors/Military: $8.

“Field Notes: When Taxonomy
Becomes Iconography” Exhibit Tour & Workshop
@ MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER
1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton www.themuck.org (714)738-6595
Printmaker Linda Lyke vividly captures
the spontaneous and immediate sense of
discovery that stems from close and careful observation of nature. This body of
work evolved from Lyke’s own particular
observations of birds and megafauna in
Amboseli National Park and the Maasai
Mara in Kenya, as well as in her home city
of Los Angeles. The exhibit is up through
August in the main gallery.
Workshop & Tour: On Thursday, July
11, at 6:30pm Lyke will offer a free
Monoprint workshop and tour patrons
through her exhibition.
Learn to make your own monotype, a
unique print, which is transferred onto
paper by pressure from an etching press.
Monotype printing will be created on a
durolar surface with oil based etching ink
and then transferred to paper by means of
an etching press.

Paper, durolar plates, brayers, some
drawing tools, watercolor brushes and ink
will be provided for the workshop.
Participants please bring a watercolor
brush, (if you have one) and a pencil.
Also, please bring an image that you have
drawn or a photograph you would like to
use as inspiration for your monotype.
The image should be in black and white
no bigger than 7” x 9” or smaller.

Current Shows @ Grand Central Art Center
125 N.Broadway Santa Ana (714)-567-7233
www.grandcentralartcenter.com

Now More Than Ever
Features the work of seven artists in the
MFA and BFA programs at California
State University, Fullerton. Their current
work encapsulates a “now more than ever”
cultural moment. The work shares an
urgency as well as a distillation of social
and political issues as they relate to
notions of self. Artists: Janan Abedelmuti,
Yara Almouradi, Dylan Flah, Jose Flores
Nava, Desmond Jervis, Hadley Mattwig,
Pamela Rush. Through August 18.

“Antes Muerta Que Sencilla”
by Teresita de la Torre
Inspired by an initial interview and conversation between her mother and niece,
artist Teresita de la Torre premieres her
exhibition antes muerta que sencilla, a
series of performances, photographs, and
drawings that document histories, struggles, risk, connection, love, dreams, and
family. Through July 14.

Custom Beats: The Art of Hip-Hop
& Building Guitars, Making History: Fender Stories
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER
301 N. Pomona Ave.
Custom Beats: The Art of HipHop tells the story of an important
genre of music. For almost 50 years,
Hip-Hop has been vital to the expression of urban youth around the world.
Building
Guitars,
Making
History: Fender Stories of the world
famous Fender guitar factory.
Both exhibits are up through August
4.
The Museum Center is open Tues Sun, 12pm to 4pm and Thurs 12pm
to 8pm. $5/general; $4/seniors;

(714) 738-6545

Hip Hop Through the Generations Panel
Discussion: Sunday, July 21, 2-4pm
with Jessica Ayo Alabi, Ph.D.
Dr. Alabi, Professor of Sociology and
Gender Studies, is one of the few scholars
conducting empirical research on Hip-Hop
culture and its impact on urban youth. She
is the founder and director of the Hip-Hop
University, a grassroots community, researchbased organization which seeks to empower
urban youth through history, culture, and
community. $12/General. $10/Museum
members.

“27th Annual Colored Pencil Society of America
International Juried Exhibition”
@ BREA ART GALLERY
1 Civic Center Cir, Brea 714-990-7731 www.breagallery.com
This international exhibition returns to the Brea Gallery once more to reveal the
astonishing possibilities of colored pencils. Juried by Jean Stern, Executive Director of
the Irvine Museum Collection at UCI, this impressive selection of 118 hyper-realistic
drawings, filled with depth, value, and saturated color will defy the expectations of this
medium. Opening Reception: August 3 from 5 pm – 7pm. Through September 13.
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values of diversity with which our
country is so uniquely blessed.
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Why Remember Kelly Thomas
8 Years Later by Leigh White
People want to forget. It’s too emotional. Too shameful. Too
long ago. The brutal beating death of schizophrenic homeless man
Kelly Thomas in 2011 was one of the most vicious and deliberate
murders to occur in Orange County — all caught on city cameras
and Fullerton Police DAR devises. And yet the criminal case verdict was “not guilty.” And yet there’s no permanent Kelly Thomas
memorial as promised by the city 8 years later.
Did you know Kelly Thomas was born right here in Fullerton at
St. Jude’s? He’s no stranger. He’s our native son. An undeniable
part of us. He’s our eternal catalyst and the reason I broke away
from my own complacency to become an advocate for the homeless — the absolute best thing I’ve ever done in my entire life. We
must remember July 5, 2011 always. The moment we forget the
injustice that has happened to our most vulnerable, is the most
moment we as people have ceased to be human beings or
Americans. Currently, former officers Cincinelli and Wolfe want
their jobs back at FPD. Is this acceptable to any of you? July 5 is
an annual time to put
ourselves in check. To
see what else can be done
to help those in need,
and heads up, there are
plenty of people still in
need in Fullerton. This is
also a time to remember
a man named Kelly that
could’ve been your son,
your brother, your uncle,
your friend. He could’ve
been you screaming for
your life as the world
Kelly as a young boy peeks from
watched
and
did
one of the photos adorning the lampost
absolutely nothing.
memorial near whee he was killed.

A handmade memorial stands in remembrance of Kelly Thomas
who was beaten into a coma by several Fullerton Police officers
July 5, 2011 from which he died several days later.
He would have been 45 this July.

We Are The City
Before I moved to Anaheim in'76 I lived in New Milford N.J. in
Bergen County. My street was a beautiful tree-lined street filled with
mature maples. I lived in the original Mayor's house, a three story
home with a flag pole on a half acre lot. I was the leader of the Civil
Rights movement there as well as the Anti-War movement.
One Saturday as I was working in the yard a man from City Hall
approached me, introduced himself, and asked if I would give permission to cut down the four trees in front of my property.
I asked was there anything wrong with the trees and he said no, they
were perfectly healthy but the city was going to move the bus route
from a block over to my street and they had to widen the street. I asked
why the move and he said too many on the other block complained one woman in particular came to every meeting and made a stink
about the bus. I knew the lady and had heard her as I also attended
every meeting. I asked weren’t they afraid of complaints from my street
and he said yes but at least it would be new and not the same lady. I
said it makes no sense and that he did not have my permission and he
said no matter as they were city trees and they would do with them as
they felt.
I went in the house and explained to my wife who drew up a petition and we went from door to door. Not one family of the more than
twenty would sign. They all said the same thing "They’re city trees...
You can't fight city hall..." I responded by saying we were the city; the
trees belonged to all of us if we just fight.
That evening my brother (who was staying with me) and I used a
long roll of metal flashing to make a sign saying that the city was
killing trees for a bus route and we hung it from the four trees.
The next morning two police cars were sitting in front of my home
at nine o’clock. An officer that I knew from former encounters came
to the door and said the sign had to come down as only election signs
were permitted.
I asked how long did I have and he said until six in the evening. I
called the "Bergen Record" the local newspaper and they sent out a
reporter and a photographer. The next morning my wife and I holding my youngest were on the front page with story about how the city
was destroying trees.
A long story short. All the trees came down except my four.
Who did the people on the street blame?
"Sure you make a lot of noise and they let you keep
your trees.."
"But had we all joined together we could have saved
them all...!"
"You don't know that for sure..."
"We know nothing for sure..."
The people stayed angry that I had saved my trees and they had lost
theirs - but no one blamed the city. Until I moved to California in '76
the people were still angry.
This was the sixties when some were active and others sat on their
hands. That is why I love your paper you fight the good fight while the
O.C. Register does nothing.
Take care and thanks for listening.
Thom Pari Anaheim

Sculpture’s History
Still a Mystery
Who knows the background of the sculpture pictured
above? Who is the artist? How did it come to be placed
at the corner of Euclid and Commonwealth? We asked
Cheri Pape at the Fullerton Public Library, who usually
knows everything, but even she does not know the answer
to the history behind the sculpture. If anyone does know
something about the sculpture please send answers to
observernews@earthlink.net so we can satisfy community
curiosity.

HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages provide a free
forum for the community. The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest.
Opinions are those of the writer. We must verify your identity, but we allow initials only and
town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in
print if a reasonable case can be made as to why
that is necessary. Opinions sent to us without
name, address and phone number will not be
printed. Due to space issues shorter letters have
a better chance of getting in. Please add your
contact information so we can verify. Thanks!
Email: observernews@earthlink.net
or mail to:
Fullerton Observer,
PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834
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OUT OF MY MIND
by Jon Dobrer © 2019

On Being Anti-Semantic: It’s not the Words!
Are we stuffing immigrants—some illegal and some legally seeking asylum—into
concentration camps? This is not only a
damn important question, it is a
damnable question even to ask. But every
moment we spend debating what words
to use are moments when we are not dealing with substance, the horrifying facts of
what is being done in our name by our
government.
Personally, I don’t care what we call
these places. I care deeply that we have
built and are maintaining these hell holes.
We see pictures and read reports of children, from toddlers to young teens, sleeping on concrete floors, deprived of showers, access to toilets, and treated without
any recognition of their humanity. They
are only problems, political problems, for
both Democrats and Republicans. Yes,
there is a humanitarian crisis. There are
political positions to be taken, arguments
to be made and outrage to be expressed.
But rather than dealing with the human
suffering and the diminishment of both
their humanity and our own, we debate
what the hell to call these hells we have
constructed to imprison, detain, deter and
dehumanize these people.
There is outrage because some believe
that the label “Concentration Camp”
diminishes the unique horror of the
Holocaust/Shoah. Truly, these facilities are
not like Auschwitz-Birkenau, Buchenwald
or Dachau. While it is true that the three
aforementioned places of inhuman horror, suffering and death are commonly
referred to as “Concentration Camps,”
they were, in fact, Death Camps.
The Nazis, with Teutonic efficiency,
labeled their various circles of hell with
some specificity.
There
were
“Concentration
Camps/Konzentrationslager,”
where
minorities and people seen as socially or
genetically inferior were concentrated,
their fates to be determined later. There

were also “Work Camps/Arbeitslager,”
where people were put to work—often in
service of the Nazi war effort. Habitually
these inmates were worked to death. The
mortality rate was high as people were
intentionally starved and just used up.
Death was an anticipated and carefully
calorically calculated side effect. Finally, as
the last part of the Final Solution, were
the “Death Camps/Todeslager.” Their sole
purpose, their soulless purpose, was the
extermination of Jews, Gypsies, Gays,
mentally ill, and the physically compromised.
From the start of the decade when
Germany started building Concentration
Camps to its end, many camps changed began, many referred to the facilities as
their classification—from concentration “Kiddy Concentration Camps.”
to work to extermination. In fact,
There was very little indignation at the
Auschwitz was originally built as a label. It is only now, when the term is used
Concentration Camp and
by Alexandria Ocasio
technically was never a "George Takei, who Cortez,
that
some
Death Camp. They added
and
mainConservatives
was interned during
Birkenau to it and that was
WWII along with stream Democrats are
the Death Camp, the place
upset. I think the upset is
120,000 others
dedicated exclusively to
more about AOC as the
exterminating
human in the government's source than the term itself.
reaction to citizens She is not given the benebeings.
So, no we have not built of Japanese ancestry, fit of the doubt when she
Death Camps, though some
references anything about
believes that
do die. And I don’t anticiIsrael, Jews and the Midwe are repeating
pate that we would ever
East because of her
our past sins ..."
build Death Camps, nor do
alliance with Reps. Ilhan
I greatly fear Work Camps
Omar and Rashida Tlaib,
devolving into Death Camps.
who are seen by many in the Jewish comNeither have we yet built Work Camps, munity to be anti-Israel, pro BDS and
but I can easily foresee some arguing that therefore suspected of being anti-Semitic.
the people who come here illegally are
AOC, already considered by many Jews
costing us a fortune to house, feed, med- to be hostile, was foolish to refuse to visit
icate, adjudicate and deport and it “would Auschwitz at the invitation of a 92-yearonly be fair” if they contributed to their old survivor.
own keep by working.
But whatever people might think of her,
The current controversy over the nam- this is not about her. Don’t shoot the mesing rights to our social wrongs is highly senger. The message is far more imporpartisan and emotional. It is interesting, tant. Don’t change the conversation from
and I believe important, that months ago, the real issue of the suffering at our border
when the family separation program first to the meta-issue of semantics. The mes-

WHY FULLERTON SHOULD ACCEPT CBD
by Eric Campos
Last month I attended a community
meeting at the Fullerton Public Library
hosted by NUFF (Neighbors United for
Fullerton). The panel was discussing the
pros and cons of allowing cannabis businesses into Fullerton. Hosted by Josh
Newman, the panelists were: Police Chief
Dunn, Councilman Ahmad Zahra, and
CEO of Eight88 Hospitality, Richard
Ham.
As I sat in the back, I felt the mixed
energy in the room and heard the whispers of those for cannabis and those
against it. It began to feel like this might
be a heavily contested and confrontational night, but in the end it remained very
peaceful and organized. It did leave plenty of questions to discuss and debate.
As the tone was set for the rest of the
night I couldn’t help my mind from wandering off and the urge to stand up and
say that, although all the points that were
being discussed are valid and should be
discussed (public safety, child education,
revenue distribution and overall foundation), everyone in the room was seeing it
from a limited set of eyes and experience….
I was born the son of a local preacher in
Fullerton in 1971 and live here with my
wife and 2 children who attend Fullerton

chemists, and clinicians in this space and
the overall sentiment is that we haven’t
schools. Needless to say, I was taught even scratched the surface on the potential
about the negative impact that drugs have this plant has and how it could spearhead
on our lives and souls, and I never imag- a new movement to get us back to more
ined that I would be sitting here writing natural medicines to treat disease.
about the positive aspects of the use of
As the medical cannabis industry sepacannabis.
rates itself from the recreationThree and a half years ago I
al cannabis industry, patients
Why not
watched a documentary on the
are only seeing the beginning
attract
potential cannabis has as a medof what cannabis and its comicine for various conditions. As hundreds of plex genetics can offer. As
I questioned the validity of these jobs, science cannabis has mutated over
claims I decided to do my own professionals 6,000 years, the genotype—or
research.
code—that determines the
and
I attended a medical conferplant’s appearance and theraresearchers peutic properties has been
ence in Northern California
to our city? pushed and pulled by cenwhere they were speaking about
the science of cannabis and the
turies of cultivation.
conditions it has treated. There was quite
But with further research, the full
a bit of technical terminology as the con- potential of the plant will soon be fully
ference was catering to doctors and clini- unraveled.
cians. As they presented their case studies,
This data will enable us to better underI remember having tears in my eyes as the stand the effects of the various cannabimothers talked about their children with noids and terpenes, their synergistic
cancer and epilepsy and how this plant effect, and how their impact links to the
had literally saved their lives.
individual’s genetics or biomarkers.
I thought to myself, “Is this possible?
This data is key to understanding the
Have we been lied to all these years about most effective combinations and strengths
cannabis having no medicinal value?” for various conditions, moving towards
The answer is yes.
targeted personalized medicines. All of
Since then, I have researched hundreds this is possible without the dangerous and
of papers, attended many conferences and sometimes deadly side effects of pharmaconsulted with some of the top scientists, ceutical drugs.

sage that these camps convey speaks for
itself.
George Takei, who was interned during
WWII in the government’s reaction to citizens of Japanese ancestry, believes that we
are repeating our past sins and that
indeed, these detention facilities are concentration camps—places where people
are concentrated together till their fate is
decided. But truly, it is not the name, a
camp by any other name would stink as
bad.
We argue if we “house” these people in
tents or in, as the government holds, “softsided shelters.” Really? The government
insisted that we did not put kids into
“cages,” but only “chain link enclosures!”
The wealthy who own and run the
prison/industrial industry profit at the
expense of those held, and all the while we
pay $775 per day for each maltreated
detainee. You might think we could do
better on all counts—financially and
morally.
We wrestle with the semantics, pick
fights with the messengers and lose the
focus on the sins, suffering and humanity
of those being herded into enclosures in
conditions that stain the soul of our
nation.
www.Dobrer.com
The question still remains, should
Fullerton be a destination city for
cannabis?
As the event at the Fullerton Library
went on, a question was brought up
regarding the Kimberly Clark property
and its potential for being a cannabis business campus. The idea of having a contained area where you can control the
manufacturing, dispensary, research and
development and distribution seemed
intriguing to me. Someone in the audience yelled out, “That would make
Fullerton a destination city!” I noticed a
few people shaking their heads “NO” as I
was thinking “Why not?”
Why not attract science professionals,
chemists, growers, extractors, pharmacists
and researchers to our city? Why not create hundreds of jobs for residents? Why
not make Fullerton the model for other
cities in the state on how to “Do it Right”?
Why not become the epicenter for clinical
trials and testing for many diseases? Why
not become a technology hub that leads
the way for novel applications?
What I propose is to start the conversation of seeing things differently. Yes, we
need to keep the conversation going
regarding recreational businesses, public
safety concerns, education and regulations, but we can simultaneously start the
conversation on how Fullerton can be different.
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Shanti (Wanda) Collins
June 1922 – June 2019
Shanti began her career midlife, obtaining a Library Science Associates Degree,
then working in the children’s room at
Fullerton Public Library for 20 years. She

REST IN PEACE • WE REMEMBER YOU
loved expressing her creative talents and
her relationships with patrons and fellow
staff. They were family. Her artwork
adorned the children’s room and she drew
the illustrations for Ostrich Eggs for
Breakfast, the history of Fullerton. Her
artistic talents stemmed from her father, a
wood craftsman managing Walt Disney’s
wood shop.
As a free spirit Shanti opened her mind
to meditations expanding awareness, oneness, wisdom and humor. Loren “Tink,”
her husband of 65 years, was quite the
opposite, but they complimented each
other and he was her grounding rock. She
spent the last several years writing colorful
stories about her life, such as leading the
Rose Parade with her twirling baton when
she was a teen.
Shanti’s family include daughter
Christine, living with her in Placentia the
last ten years, daughter Cheryl in
Bellingham, WA, son Larry (Kristin) in
Auburn, CA, grandson Allan and greatgrandson Aidan. No services – ashes scattered hither and yon to her Universe.

Margaret Riggs
1925 – 2019
Long-time Fullerton resident Marge
Riggs passed away at the age of 93.
Marge and her late husband Robert
Cook left New Jersey for California in the
early 1950s, first living in Lakewood
before moving to Fullerton.
Marge left the telecom GTE, when she
was given an opportunity to travel the
country as a knitting machine instructor.
Marge was also an accomplished seamstress, knitter, and cake decorator. She was
an enthusiastic member of the Fullerton
Elk’s Lodge’s Emblem Club, where she
oversaw the club’s Christmas Tree project
for many years. Marge, with her second husband the late Jack Riggs, remained active
with the Fullerton Elks.
She will be missed by her 2 children, her 3 grandchildren, and 2 great-grandchildren.
She will be remembered for her independence and determination, by her family, her
neighbors, her doctors, her driver, and so many others. Marge was laid to rest on June
24, at Loma Vista Memorial Park in Fullerton.

Dallas Eugene Hazleton
Dallas Eugene Hazleton, 92, died
peacefully on June 5, 2019 in Fullerton.
He was born at home in Pixley,
California on August 9, 1926 to Forrest
Royal and Ruby S. Jones Hazleton. Dallas
graduated from Delano High School in
1944. He was a World War II veteran who
served for one year in the Army for the
Occupation of Japan.
Dallas married Gwendolyn “Gwen”
White at her home in Pixley almost 73
years ago on June 17, 1946. After their
marriage, the couple lived in several
southern Californian cities while Dallas
obtained his B.A. in Industrial Arts at UC
Santa Barbara and his M.A. at Long
Beach State College.
He taught Industrial Arts classes in local
high schools until 1956 when he moved
his young family to Fullerton to start the
Automobile Technology program at the
then Fullerton Junior College. He retired
as Professor Emeritus in 1994. Dallas also
taught in the Ford Motor Company’s
Student Technician Training Program for
many years.
Dallas was preceded in death by his parents and his older brother, Royal Allen.
He is survived by his wife, Gwen, and
daughters Dalee Girod (Steven), Darla
Kelly (Rob), Danelle Alexander (John),
and Deedra Lee (Stephen). He was very
proud to be “Pop or Poppa” to 12 grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren.
Dallas and Gwen became RVers beginning in the mid 1960s when Dallas built

by hand the second known licensed
“Housecar” in the state of California.
Following retirement, the couple
enjoyed traveling as members of the
Pacific Trailer Club and the Lazy Daze
Caravan Club.
Dallas was a longtime member of the
North Orange County Computer Club
where he served on the Board of Directors
for over 8 years. A member of the First
Evangelical Free Church of Fullerton, he
volunteered as a mechanic for the
Fullerton Chapel on Wheels program for
many years. Avid fans of the LA Lakers,
there were not many games on TV that
Dallas and Gwen missed, especially when
the late Chick Hearn provided the playby-play.
A devout Christian, Dallas is lovingly
remembered for his deep and steadfast
love of his wife Gwen, who was “the greatest thing that ever happened to me,” his
devoted care of family, his hard-working
but easygoing, never-complaining attitude, his great sense of humor and ability
to fix anything, and his passion for classic
cars and fishing.
Graveside services were held on June
19, 2019 at the Riverside National
Cemetery.
Memorial donations may be made to
Chapel on Wheels Fullerton (PO Box
5281, Fullerton, CA 92838), the
Salvation Army or the American Heart
Association.
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David (Chip)Esterly May 10, 1944 - June 15, 2019
David Esterly, 75, died on June 15 at his home in
Barneveld, New York, of Lou Gehrig’s disease with
which he was diagnosed in 2018. He is survived by his
wife, Marietta von Bernuth, their daughter Flora, his
sister Jane Carney Johnsen and brother Neal.
The Esterly family moved to Fullerton when David
(who went by “Chip” during his school days) was in
seventh grade. His parents were James and Carolyn
Esterly. They lived on W. Valencia Mesa. David
attended Wilshire Jr. High and graduated from Sunny
Hills High in 1962 with many school activities and
awards. He worked at Knott's Berry Farm in the
Haunted Shack his senior year and the summer before
he left for Harvard. He graduated from Harvard in
1966 and was a Fulbright scholar at Cambridge,
England earning his doctorate in 1972. He met and
married Marietta von Bernuth in 1980.
The New York Times ran a tribute with more information about David’s life after leaving Fullerton,
some of which is printed below:
“David Esterly was in London in 1974,
walking with his girlfriend to meet her
parents for the first time, when she steered
him into St. James’s Church, Piccadilly, to
see the intricate woodcarvings by Grinling
Gibbons, widely considered one of the
greatest woodcarvers in history.
“Mr. Esterly, an American who had
studied at Cambridge University in
England and was trying to figure out what
to do with his life, had never heard of
Gibbons and knew nothing of woodcarving.
“But inside the church he was mesmerized by what he saw — a cascading cornucopia of delicate, lifelike blossoms, foliage
and fruit above the altar, all sculpted in
wood by Gibbons in the late 1600s.
“I was seduced by the power of the carving and its capacity to convey the beauty
of nature,” Mr. Esterly told The New York
Times in 1998. “It seemed to me beyond
belief that a human hand had fashioned
those seashell swags, drooping bellflower
chains, birds with laurel twigs in their
beaks and dense whorls of acanthus. My
fate was sealed.”
“He decided to learn more about
Gibbons, and to do so, he realized,
required taking chisels into his own
hands. He taught himself woodcarving,
becoming so skillful that when some of
Gibbons’s 300-year-old carvings were
destroyed by fire, Mr. Esterly was summoned to recreate them. He became not
only an expert on Gibbons, but also the
maker of sought-after sculptures of his
own.

“There was nobody else in the world
who was doing what David was doing at
that level,” Laura Bennett, director of
W.M. Brady and Co., the Manhattan art
gallery that represented him, said in a
phone interview.
“The wood is teaching you about itself,
configuring your mind and muscles to the
tasks required of them,” he wrote in his
book The Lost Carving: A Journey to the
Heart of Making (2012). “To carve is to be
shaped by the wood even as you’re shaping
it.”
“Mr. Esterly also wrote Grinling
Gibbons and the Art of Carving, published
in 1998, the same year he curated a
Gibbons exhibition at the Victoria and
Albert Museum in London.
“After a fire in 1986 at Hampton Court,
Henry VIII’s palace, Mr. Esterly spent a
year creating a replica of a seven-foot-long
Gibbons carving that had been destroyed.
“He worked slowly, creating only about
50 pieces in his lifetime. But as his literary
agent, Robin Straus, said by email, he was
“equally fluent with words and wood.”
“He told CBS News’s “Sunday
Morning” in a segment that aired this
month, that he found it meaningful that
he had lived his life “by the connection
between brain and hand. And now,” he
added, “I’m ending it by precisely that
connection being snatched away from
me.”
“But he said that no one should feel
sorry for him. “I’m pretty old,” he said.
“I’ve led a very interesting life. And you’ve
got to die of something.”
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Explosion Suspect
Pleads Not Guilty

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019
ANSWER KEY
“HAPPY 4TH!”
on page 7:

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise her
family here. She has
been contributing
puzzles since 2014.

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call (714) 525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide valid
licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable for our
family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10 for 50 words or less per issue.
Payment is by check only. The Observer assumes no liability for ads placed here.
However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a service, please let us
know at (714) 525-6402. Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to inquire about
business licenses. For contractor license verification go to the California State
Contractor License Board website at www.cslb.ca.gov.

HOME REPAIR

LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Fences, Gates, Patio Covers
CSLB #744432.
Free estimates (714) 272-8702

EMPLOYMENT

FULLERTON ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DISTRICT JOBS

•Asst. Supt. Ed Services $203,491
•Tech, Library, Media Assistant
Substitute $20/hr
And more. Apply at www.edjoin.org
“Fullerton Elementary”
FULLERTON HIGH SCHOOL
DISTRICT JOB OPENINGS

•Custodial Grounds Worker $20/hr
•Vehicle Mechanic $4,713-$6,015
And more. Apply at www.edjoin.org
CITY JOB OPENINGS
(updated June 28, 2019)

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and click
on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on the
“Apply” link or visit Fullerton City Hall,
303 W. Commonwealth Ave.
•Account Clerk II (Admin/Library}
Full-time $3,052-$3,895/monthly
•Senior Building Inspector
Full-time $5,776-$7,372/monthly
•Police Officer (Lateral)
$5,986-$7,640/mo. Full Time.
Must be Academy Trained
•Police Officer Trainee
$5,986-$6,599/monthly Full Time.

65th DISTRICT

New District Office
65th District Assemblymember Sharon
Quirk-Silva opened a local district office
in Fullerton on June 27th. The office is
located at 1440 N. Harbor Blvd., Suite
270 (in the Fullerton Towers building
across Brea Blvd. from Hillcrest Park).
Contact the office by calling
(714) 525-6515

WANT TO BUY

Wanted: OLDER ENGINEERING
& TECHNICAL BOOKS

Engineering, physics, mathematics, electronics, aeronautics, welding, woodworking, HVAC, metalworking and other
types of technical books purchased. Large
Collections (25+ books) Preferred. Please
call Deborah (714) 528-8297

Area where the explosion took place.

Suspect Tim Beck, 59, was charged on
May 31 by the OCDA with four felony
counts of possession of a destructive
device, and reckless or malicious possession of a destructive device or explosive in
a public place regarding the May 10
explosion between a transformer box and
a dumpster enclosure where he was
believed to be living. The location is in the
parking lot between the US Bank and
Denny’s Restaurant on Harbor. Beck
pleaded not guilty and is in custody. No
one was hurt in the explosion except Beck
who lost two fingers. Beck was previously
convicted of bank robbery in December
1997 in the city of Tacoma, Washington.
A pretrial hearing was set for June 26.

PHOTO JERE GREENE

Assault/Robbery Suspect Charged
At approximately 8:15am on June 12,
Buena Park police officers responded to a
bus stop at Beach Boulevard and
Orangethorpe Avenue regarding an
assault, and found an unconscious 65year-old man with serious head injuries.
The victim and his attacker had been
riding on the same bus when they exited
and they began arguing.
Witnesses told officers the victim had
been pushed to the ground and into the
street by a man, later identified as
Kenneth Heimlich III, who then proceeded to kick and stomp the victim repeatedly in the head, leaving him unconscious.
Heimlich is accused of stealing the unconscious victim’s bicycle and fleeing eastbound on Orangethorpe.
The attack was captured on surveillance
video, which was later released on social
media by Buena Park police in an attempt
to identify the suspect.
At approximately 10am on June 12,
Fullerton police responded to a report of
an assault at the OCTA Bus Depot at 123
E. Santa Fe, where they made contact
with a man later identified as Heimlich.
Initial investigation by police officers
indicated Heimlich was involved in a verbal argument with a 56-year-old man at
the bus depot. Heimlich began punching
and kicking the man, causing him to fall
on the ground.
A 17-year-old at the bus stop attempted
to stop the assault, and was also attacked

by Heimlich. Heimlich removed the 56year-old victim’s wallet from his pants and
stole $47. Officers arrived on the scene
and arrested Heimlich.
During the investigation, a Fullerton
Police Detective recognized Heimlich as
possibly being involved in the assault that
occurred in Buena Park. Buena Park
Police Detectives were able to positively
identify Heimlich as being the man seen
in the video assaulting the 65-year-old
male in Buena Park just hours before the
Fullerton assault.
Kenneth Alexander Heimlich III, 33 of
Placentia, has been charged with one
felony count of attempted murder, two
felony counts of 2nd degree robbery, three
felony counts of assault with force likely
to produce great bodily injury, and one
felony count of battery with serious bodily injury. Heimlich has also been charged
with one misdemeanor count of battery
on an officer, along with enhancements
for rendering one of his victims comatose
as a result of the brain injury he inflicted
on him, and great bodily injury.
He faces a maximum sentence of 18
years, 8 months in state prison and one
year in the county jail. He is currently
being held on $500,000 bail. He is scheduled to be arraigned on July 8 in
Department N12.
Deputy District Attorney Kimberly
Wah is prosecuting this case.

BALANCE & CHANGE
Healing Trauma through EMDR
People who have had severe trauma,
like a rape, or ongoing trauma, such as
children raised in homes where they are
repeatedly told that they are stupid,
often feel that they are permanently
broken or are worthless. I have people
come in my office daily who tell me
that they cannot be fixed or do not
deserve to be fixed.
I want to say, very loudly, that these
statements are not accurate. Let’s start
with the second one. Who deserves to
be helped? Who deserves to be made
healthy? Are some people more deserving than others? What would make one
person more worthy than another person? If someone is reaching out for
help, they want to live a healthier life.
Which will help to make their children
healthier. Which will make their com-

munity healthier. Which will make the
world healthier. So, by one person
working to heal, truly helps to heal the
world. Therefore, everyone is worthy
of healing.
Is anyone too broken to be fixed?
No. We can always make a difference
in someone else’s life. We can always
help someone to diminish pain, to
have healthier relationships, to smile.
People can heal. The type of therapy
that I do, EMDR therapy, has been
shown to make major impacts in people’s lives. In fact, the World Health
Organization suggests its use for some
of the most traumatized people:
refugees.
Hear this. It is not too late. You are
not too broken. You are worth it. Get
help today.

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,
Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5 www.michellegottlieb.com
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A Summary of the Mueller Report
Part 3: Russian Contacts
with the Trump Campaign
by Jesse La Tour
The following is the third in a series of
articles that will summarize the “Report on
the Investigation into Russian Interference
in the 2016 Presidential Election” (aka The
Mueller Report). In Part 1, we looked at the
ways in which the Russians used social
media to influence the election. In Part 2,
we looked at ways in which the Russian government carried out “hacking” operations to
further influence the election. In this part,
we’ll look at various contacts between
Russians and the 2016 Trump campaign.
Following the release of the Mueller pursuing a project in Moscow (often
Report, Donald Trump has repeatedly called Trump Tower Moscow) well into
stated the mantra “No Collusion.” This the summer of 2016—the height of the
has had the unfortunate effect of convinc- campaign.
The main negotiators for this project
ing some folks that there were no meaningful contacts between various Russians were Donald Trump Jr. and Trump lawyer
Michael Cohen.
and the 2016 Trump campaign.
Trump Jr. began negotiating with a
Although Mueller concluded that there
was insufficient evidence to charge Trump Russian pop singer (seriously) named
or campaign officials with a criminal con- Emin Agalarov, son of Russian real estate
spiracy (“collusion” is not a legal term), mogul Aras Agalarov regarding the projthe Mueller Investigation documents ect. These negotiations began in 2013,
dozens of contacts between various after the Trump-owned Miss Universe
Russians and Trump campaign officials. Pageant in Moscow.
From
2015-2016,
Additionally, Mueller ended
Michael Cohen spearheadup charging many of these
ed the project “including
folks with lying to congress
“Buddy our boy
by reporting on the proand the FBI regarding these
can become
ject’s status to candidate
very contacts.
Trump
and other execuIn short, the truth about
President of the
tives in the Trump
Russian contacts with the
USA and we can
Organization,” according
Trump campaign is a lot
engineer it. I will to the Mueller investigamessier and more disturbing
get all of Putins
tion.
than the president would
In 2015, Cohen began
have us believe. In this artiteam to buy in on
communicating with Felix
cle, I’ll summarize some of
this, I will
Sater, a Russian-American
the significant contacts
manage this
mobster, felon, and real
between the Trump camprocess…”
estate advisor regarding the
paign and various Russians,
Moscow project, as Sater
which are documented in
had numerous Russian
the Mueller Report.
--E-mail from Russiancontacts and had previousThe report states: “The
American mobster
ly worked with the Trump
social media campaign [disFelix Sater to Trump
Organization.
On
cussed in Part 1 of this
lawyer Michael Cohen
November 3, 2015, Sater
series] and the GRU hacking
e-mailed Cohen, suggestoperations [discussed in Part
ing that Trump Tower
2 of this series] coincided
with a series of contacts between Trump Moscow could actually help Trump get
campaign officials and individuals with elected. The e-mail states:
“Buddy our boy can become President of
ties to the Russian government. The
Russian contacts consisted of business the USA and we can engineer it. I will get
connections, offers of assistance to the all of Putins team to buy in on this, I will
campaign, invitations for candidate manage this process…Michael, Putin gets
Trump and Putin to meet in person, invi- on stage with Donald for a ribbon cutting
tations for campaign officials and repre- for Trump Moscow, and Donald owns the
sentatives of the Russian government to republican nomination. And possibly beats
meet, and policy positions seeking Hillary and our boy is in…We will manage
this process better than anyone…You and I
improved US-Russian relations.”
will get Donald and Vladimir on a stage
Trump Tower Moscow Project together very shortly. That the game changer.” [sic]
During his 2016 campaign, President
In January 2016, Cohen directly eTrump stated that he had no business mailed the Russian government’s press
connections to Russia. In fact, according secretary Dmitry Peskov indicating that
to Mueller, the Trump Organization was he wanted to get in touch with Sergei

Trump lawyer Michael Cohen pleaded
guilty to lying to congress.

Trump Campaign foreign policy advisor
George Papadopoulos was arrested in 2017
and pleaded guilty for lying to the FBI
about his Russian contacts.
Ivanov, Vladimir Putin’s chief of staff,
regarding the project. Cohen continued to
pursue the project into late June 2016.
In November 2018, Cohen pleaded
guilty to lying to congress, as well as other
criminal charges.

George Papadopoulos

While serving as foreign policy advisor to
the Trump campaign, Carter Page travelled
to Moscow twice in 2016.

Russian-American mobster/real estate advisor Felix Sater had previously worked with
the Trump Organization.
that would be damaging to Hillary
Clinton.”
Ultimately, the meeting between Trump
and Russian officials didn’t happen, probably because campaign chairman Paul
Manafort decided that “it should be
someone low level in the campaign so as
not to send any signals.”
Papadopoulos was fired from the Trump
campaign in October 2016 after he gave
an interview to the Russian news agency
that generated bad publicity.
Papadopoulos was arrested in 2017 and
pleaded guilty for lying to the FBI about
his Russian contacts.

George Papadopoulos was a foreign policy advisor to the Trump campaign from
March-October 2016. In April, a
London-based professor named Joseph
Mifsud, who had numerous Russian contacts and had just returned from Moscow,
told Papadopoulos that the Russian govCarter Page
ernment had obtained “dirt” on candidate
Clinton in the form of thousands of eCarter Page worked for the Trump cammails.
paign
from January to September 2016 as
Among Mifsud’s contacts was an
a
foreign
policy advisor.
employee of the IRA, the Russian compaPrior
to
this role, Page had lived and
ny that carried out the social media camworked
in
Russia.
From 2004 to 2007 he
paign I discussed in Part 1 of this series.
was
the
deputy
branch
manager of Merrill
According to Mueller’s report, while
Lynch’s
Moscow
office
and worked with
Papadopoulos was working for the Trump
the
massive
Russian energy
campaign he “worked with
company
Gazprom.
Mifsud and two Russian
From 2008 to at least
nationals [Olga Polonskaya
2015,
Page had contacts
Robert Mueller
and Ivan Timofeev] to
with
Russian
intelligence
arrange a meeting between
is finally
officers
Alexander
Balatov
the campaign and the
scheduled
to
and
Victor
Podobnyy.
Russian government.”
In April and July 2016,
testify before
Timofeev was a member
while
working for the
Congress on
of the Russian International
Trump
campaign, Page
Affairs Council and had
July 17.
travelled
to Moscow two
connections to the Russian
times.
According
to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Mueller
report,
“Page’s
Olga Polonskaya was a foractivities in Russia, as in
mer student of Mifsud’s who
his
e-mails
with
the campaign, were not
he claimed had connections to Putin.
fully
explained.”
According to Mueller, “Papadopoulos
In September 2016, after US news outand Timofeev had multiple conversations
lets
reported that US intelligence officials
over Skype and e-mail about setting ‘the
were
investigating “whether Page had
groundwork’ for a ‘potential’ meeting
opened
private communications with senbetween the [Trump] campaign and
ior
Russian
officials to discuss US sancRussian government officials.”
tions
policy
under a possible Trump
Papadopoulos also had contacts with
administration,”
a campaign spokesman
Russian diplomats Dmitry Andreyko,
told
Yahoo!
News
that Page had “no role”
Yuriy Krasilnakov, and Sergei Nalobin, an
in
the
campaign.
official with the Russian Ministry of
On September 24, 2016, Page was forForeign Affairs.
mally
removed from the Trump camWhile maintaining these contacts,
paign.
Papadopoulos kept other campaign officials (like Stephen Miller, Paul Manafort,
and Corey Lewandowski) apprised of his Stay tuned for Part 4 of this series in which
we summarize more contacts between the
efforts.
Trump campaign and Russians.
In late April, “Papadopoulos suggested
that the Trump campaign had revealed
indications from the Russian government
that it could assist the campaign through Listen to Mueller Report free on audio
at www.muellerrportaudio.com
the anonymous release of information

