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PFAS THREAT TO LOCAL & 
NATIONAL WATER SUPPLIES 

by Director Adán Ortega, Fullerton’s 
Representative to the Metropolitan Water 

District of Southern California  
 
Given recent legislation signed by 

Governor Gavin Newsom, the California 
State Water Resources Control Board is 
moving fast to require water suppliers to 
notify the public about  the proliferation 
of Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and 
Perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) when it 
is found in water supplies.  Here is helpful 
information residents should know about 
how it impacts Fullerton.   

  
What are PFOA and PFOS? 

 
PFOA and PFOS are part of a family  

(called PSFS) of about 4,000 chemicals 
used in fire retardants, as well as stain, 
rain and “stick” resistant products.  They 
were first created in the 1930’s by Dupont 
and 3M for products such as hiking boots, 
rainwear, swimwear, pans, and food 
wrappings until 2002 when they were 

phased out in the US.  According to the 
Environmental Working Group, today 
PFOA and PFOS can be found in prod-
ucts produced by Disney, Adidas, 
Columbia, Patagonia, Nike, Puma, and 
Disney because their production is per-
mitted for products being imported from 
other countries that have not banned the 
substances.   

 
What are health concerns? 

 
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 

indicates some studies in humans have 
shown that certain PFAS may affect the 
developing fetus and child, including pos-
sible changes in growth, learning and 
behavior, decrease fertility and interfere 
with the body’s natural hormones, 
increase cholesterol, affect the immune 
system, and increase cancer risk.  

For more on this visit 
https://atsdr.cdc.gov/plas/  

 

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 10

No New Construction Planned in Arboretum 
In a victory for all those who spoke out 

to protect the Arboretum, CSUF has 
announced that no development is 
planned for the Fullerton Arboretum. 

CSUF faculty, students and community 
members were critical of options present-
ed at several community meetings in 
April, including a conference center with 
housing and meeting space and a wellness 
center on the grounds of the popular 26-
acre botanical gardens. 

“The thing people seemed to care the 
most about is the Arboretum,” said Ellen 
Treanor, CSUF spokeswoman. “We took 
the input from the community and said, 
preserve the Arboretum. 

Arboretum director Greg Dyment said 
he is pleased with the new plan. 

“I think they really did their homework 
after a lot of people on campus and in the 
community said, ‘Hey, wait, it’s not really 
just open space, it does support a lot of 
activity on campus.’” 

The new plan allows for projects 
Dyment and others at the Arboretum have 
been exploring, including a new adminis-
tration building; a research greenhouse 
with offices, classrooms and lab space; 
and a barn. Those buildings could go in an 
area behind the administration building, 
along Associated Road — away from the 
gardens,” Dyment said.

EXHIBIT EXPLORES 
LOCAL IMPACT OF 

JAPANESE AMERICAN 
INCARCERATION

by Jesse La Tour 
 
“Given our community’s experi-

ence, we have a special obligation to 
stand up when others are persecuted. 
Given the current wave of anti-immi-
grant and anti-Muslim fear-monger-
ing and immigrant scapegoating, we 
must not remain silent. It is our duty 
as Americans who endured one of 
America’s ugliest missteps to ensure 
the civil, human, and Constitutional 
rights of all people be protected dur-
ing times of crisis. This is the real les-
son we, and all Americans, must 
learn.” - Bruce Embrey, Co-Chair  

           of the Manzanar Committee 

The current exhibit at the Muzeo in 
Anaheim, “I am an American: 
Japanese Incarceration in a Time of 
Fear” features an in-depth exploration 
of the Japanese Internment experience 
from the perspective of local residents 
living in Anaheim before, during, and 
after President Roosevelt’s Executive 
Order 9066 in 1941, which caused 
thousands of Japanese-Americans to 
be forced into concentration camps 
during World War II.

A local family visits the Muzeo exhibit which is up through November 3. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

The 31-Page  
Lease Agreement 

 
The homeowners living in the Rancho 

La Paz Mobile Home Park have 
received a 31-page lease agreement 
from new park owner John Saunders. 

As a comparison, a standard residen-
tial lease agreement from California 
Association of Realtors is 5 to 7 pages. 

The Rancho La Paz agreement begins 
with a recommendation that the home-
owner have it reviewed by an attorney 
and that signing the document exempts 

Continued on page 2



Erin Mackey Class of 2004 
  
Erin was a winner of the 2003 L.A. Music Center’s 

Spotlight Award for Non-Classical Voice. She was one of the 
very best performers/vocalists in the musicals and concerts 
as a student who participated in the Academy of the Arts pro-
gram. 

While in high school Erin participated in Fullerton 
Children’s Repertory Theater where she was offered the 
opportunity to audition professionally for film and TV.  Her 
first audition was for Disney’s The Parent Trap, which she 
was cast as Lindsay Lohan’s acting double 
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After graduation, Erin attended Carnegie Mellon University, where she would be 
able to pursue her passion for theater. After completing her first year of college, Erin 
worked in the professional theater world.  She was a member of the ensemble in the 
national tour of the hit musical Wicked, then moved up to be the understudy in the 
lead role of “Glinda.”  At age 20, she was given the role, as producers and directors 
were so impressed by her work.  She starred in Wicked in Chicago, Los Angeles and 
Broadway.  Her work continues on Broadway in musicals, creating roles and work-
ing alongside great performers. 

Dealing with the Legacy of  PFAS in Water  
Continued from frontpage 

 
Is the Water Safe?  

 
The official “response level” for PFOA and 

PFOS is being revised by the state’s Division 
of Drinking Water during the Fall of 2019.  If 
the response level is lowered below 70 parts 
per trillion, the City of Fullerton will be in a 
position to replace supplies with those from 
the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California (MWD) until treatment systems are 
in place.  Results of tests on MWD water in 
2017 showed no detection of PFOA and PFOS.  
Test results for 2019 are pending. 

 

How Do PFAS Get in Water? 
 
PFOS and PFOA are considered “forever” 

chemicals that do not break down over time.   
It is suspected that the chemicals  get into 

drinking water when products made with the 
substances are disposed of in landfills.  When 
it rains, water can carry PFOS and PFOA into 
groundwater basins.  It is also suspected that 
the manufacturing of the chemicals  resulted in 
spillage that was carried through storm drains 
to places where it came in contact with drink-
ing water supplies.  It is also possible that the 
substances are carried when firefighting activ-
ities include fire retardants.   

How Does PFAS 
 affect the City of Fullerton? 

 
Four wells in Fullerton could be affected if 

the response levels for PFOS and PFOA are 
reduced as expected in the Fall 2019.  In an 
abundance of caution, most suppliers whose 
water exceeds the response levels typically 
take the water source out of service until a 
remedy is applied.  The OC Water District has 
estimated the total cost of treating 65 wells that 
may be affected by PFAS in the county to 
range between $200 million to $300 million.  
The hope is to reduce these costs through state 
and federal grants, if possible.   If an enforce-
able standard is adopted in California in the 
form of a maximum contaminant level (MCL), 
it may also become possible to sue the manu-
facturers of PFOA and PFOS.  In the mean-
time, Fullerton may switch from its use of 
groundwater to using supplies from Northern 
California and Colorado River provided by the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California, at double the cost of local ground-
water.   
 

Update: Congressional  PFAS Hearings  
Minnesota and Virgina State Attorneys suing 
PFAS manufacturers for hiding the informa-
tion they knew for the past 20 years to the 

Ray Juarez, Class of 1933:.   
 
   While at Fullerton he played baseball and football.  
After graduation, Ray enlisted in the Army and was 
active in WWII.  He served in the Military Police; his 
duties were to guard prisoners of war and to escort them 
to work camps around the country.  He was recognized 
for service by General Eisenhower. 

When Ray returned to Fullerton he went to work with 
the Fullerton Parks Department.  He was one of the first 
Mexican-Americans hired by the city, breaking the racial 
barrier that existed at the time.  He worked planting 
many of the trees we now see throughout the city, specif-
ically along Skyline Drive and in Hillcrest Park. 

Ray was married to Maria Esqueda for over 55 years and they had 3 children.  Ray 
owned and operated the “El Sombrero Cafe” for 30 years.  During this time, he 
became involved in community organizations such as the Boys/Girls Club, Elks 
Club, and various patriotic groups.  He gave away many meals to help out those 
going through hard times, offered military funerals through the American Legion. 

When Ray retired and sold his business he continued to find jobs that kept him 
busy interacting with people including volunteering with the American Legion.  He 
enjoyed his family and the times they shared together.  Ray passed away at age 94 
in 2007. 

Michael Lorenzen, Class of 2010:  
    
   While in high school, Michael was a four-year let-
terman, four-time All-Freeway League First Team 
honoree and a representative on the All-CIF Southern 
Section teams in three of his four varsity seasons. 
While at FUHS, he was named to the all-county and 
all-state teams in addition to being named the Freeway 
League MVP. 

Lorenzen was drafted in the 2010 MLB Draft by the 
Tampa Bay Rays in the 7th Round. He declined their 
offer and accepted a baseball scholarship to Cal State 

Fullerton (CSUF). During his time at CSUF, he was named Big West Conference 
Freshman of the Year, and he also played on the US National Collegiate baseball 
team. 

During the 2013 MLB draft Lorenzen was selected as the 38th overall pick by the 
Cincinnati Reds. He made his major league debut on April 29, 2015 against the 
Milwaukee Brewers. Currently, Lorenzen is in his fifth major league season with 
the Reds serving as a relief pitcher and outfielder spotlighting as a two-way player. 

Michael is the face of the campaign for Strike Out Poverty and was a nominee for 
the Roberto Clemente Award for his off-the-field charitable efforts. He is a frequent 
visitor to Cincinnati Children’s Hospital to connect with young patients. He also is 
involved with the Reds Community Fund and its Rookie Success League and clin-
ics at the P&G Cincinnati MLB Youth Academy. 

present about the hazardous substances, and executives from 3M, 
Dupont and Chemours (a DuPont spinoff company) testified on what 
they knew and when they knew it at a September 10, 2019 House over-
sight hearing on the dangers of the chemicals and the regulations to 
notify the public and clean up contaminated sites.  To watch the hear-
ing visit www.oversight.house.gov “The Devil They Knew: PFAS 
Contamination & Need for Corporate Accountability.”

Fullerton Union High School will induct three new members into its 
“Wall of Fame” at the Homecoming celebration on Friday, September 
20. The  ceremony will begin at 5pm on the Plummer Grass Area.  

 The inductees will be honored with the presentation of a plaque and 
will also be introduced to the fans at the homecoming football game 

pre-game festivities the same day. This year’s inductees are: 

Fullerton High’s 2019 “Wall of Fame”Inductees  by Benigna Rodriguez  

the park from “any ordinance, rule, 
regulation or initiative measure adopt-
ed by any local governmental entity 
which establishes a maximum amount 
that a landlord may charge a tenant for 
rent.” 

The lease provides for 
six or ten years of graduat-
ed rent increases beginning 
November 1, 2019. 

Year 1: 19% increase 
Year 2: 19% increase 
Year 3: 15% increase 
Year 4: 9% increase 
Year 5: 9% increase 
Years 6-10: 7% increase  
per year. 
According to the diffi-

cult-to-comprehend lease 
agreement, there are addi-
tional monthly costs, 
including a $25/month rent “check 
handling” charge. 

According to Rancho La Paz 
Homeowners Association President 
Lupe Ramirez, “Three attorneys have 
said it is it is one of the worst leases 

they have ever seen. But as usual with 
John Saunders it is legal. Most resi-
dents will sign a long term lease  
because Saunders told us in negotia-
tions repeatedly that on a month to 

month agreement he will 
raise rents every six 
months. The people that 
already received the lease 
said the actual lease is over 
70 pages.” 

Efforts were unsuccessful 
to get mobile homes added 
to the recently-passed state 
Rent Control Bill, AB 1482. 

On August 6, despite the 
pleas of numerous Rancho 
La Paz residents, Fullerton 
City Council voted not to 
enact a temporary rent hike 
moratorium. 

On August 20, Fullerton City 
Council did approve  up to $350,000 of 
federal funds to establish a Tenant-
Based Rental Assistance Program for 
mobile home parks. 

 

The 31-Page Lease Agreement

 
“Three  

attorneys have 
said it is it is 

one of the  
worst leases 

they have  
ever seen.” 

 
-Lupe Ramirez

Continued from frontpage

PFAS Phase I Investigation Wells by County
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Local Author Publishes Debut Novel
by Kylee Ru 

  
Autumn Krause, a current Fullerton 

resident, has signed a significant book 
deal with Harper Collins/Harper Teen 
for her debut novel, A Dress for the 
Wicked (which she edited at the Night 
Owl coffee shop downtown). 

The novel came out August 6, and her 
book launch party was held at the 
Fullerton Barnes and Noble on August 
17. 

A Dress for the Wicked has already 
gained tremendous buzz and has been 
named by Barnes and Noble and Epic 
Reads as one of the most anticipated 
young adult debuts for July-December 
2019. 

A Dress for the Wicked is about a 
reimagined 18th century European 
country in which fashion is the main 
social currency. Emmy, a working-class 
girl, dreams of becoming a designer and 
working at the Fashion House. When the 
owner of the Fashion House, Madame 

Jolene, is politically pressured to include 
a working-class candidate in her fashion 
competition, Emmy finally gets her 
chance. But upon entering the competi-
tion, Emmy is thrust into the high stakes 
world of couture, where sabotage is 
always in style. 

The cover was designed by fashion 
illustrator Katie Rodgers of Paper 
Fashion. Her art has appeared in cam-
paigns for Elie Saab, Cartier, and other 
luxury brands. 

Autumn was inspired to write this 
book because of her own experiences in 
the high-end bridal industry. She was 
raised in a blue-collar family in a diverse 
neighborhood of Los Angeles and got a 
job at a Beverly Hills bridal salon to 
support herself while in school. 

Like Emmy, she entered a completely 
new world, one filled with beauty but 
also elitism, backstabbing, and drama. 

Krause is a writer living in Orange 
County, California with her husband and 
daughter. Visit www.autumnkrause.com.

Autumn Krause

Transportation and education officials  
marked the expansion of the Orange 
County Transportation Authority’s stu-
dent bus pass program to Fullerton 
College, allowing enrolled students to 
travel free on any OC Bus. 

OCTA is expanding on the success of 
the program, which began at Santa Ana 
College in 2017. The program has 
helped increase ridership, introduced 
new riders to public transit and allowed 
access to higher education for students, 
some who say they wouldn’t be able to 
attend college without it. 

So far, more than 2.28 million board-
ings have been recorded and more than 
11,500 students have ridden the bus. 

“This program is not only helping stu-
dents discover how affordable and con-
venient public transportation can be, it is 
also helping them access education and 
achieve their dreams,” said OCTA 
Chairman Tim Shaw, who is also a La 
Habra Councilman. 

The student program allows full-time 
and part-time students enrolled at the 
college to download free passes via the 
OC Bus app or to use their student iden-
tification cards to ride free on the regular 
OC Bus system, allowing them to get to 

school, to work, or wherever the bus 
travels across Orange County. 

A survey of students at Santa Ana 
College showed that, overall, 86 percent 
were satisfied with the college pass. 
Nearly 70 percent of those who rode the 
bus to school chose to also ride OC 
Buses to other destinations, and 96 per-
cent said using the pass helps them 
achieve their educational goals. 

This effort is part of OCTA’s OC Bus 
360° initiative, which is enhancing bus 
service in Orange County by maximiz-
ing existing resources and tailoring tran-
sit solutions to better meet the needs of 
the public. 

A kickoff to celebrate the new student 
bus pass program and partnership 
between Fullerton College and Orange 
County Transportation Authority 
(OCTA) was held on Thursday, 
September 12 in the quad. 

 “Access to free public transportation 
throughout Orange County not only 
helps our students get to and from cam-
pus, but also helps them with transporta-
tion for personal and job-related use. I 
hope many students take advantage of 
the program” said Fullerton College 
President Greg Schulz. 

Student Bus Pass Program 
Expands to Fullerton College 

New Community Development Director

 Matt Foulkes has been named the 
new Community Development Director. 
Matt replaces Ted White, 
who served in the position 
for 18 months and is now the 
Community Development 
Director for the City of 
Anaheim.  

Matt previously was the 
city of Fullerton’s Planning 
Manager and has served in 
an acting Director capacity 
in previous years.  

Matt has previous city 
planning experience from cities to 
include the City of Santa Ana and Pico 
Rivera. As Community Development 

Director, Matt will be focusing on key 
City projects and initiatives to include: 

the Fox Block develop-
ment; Transportation 
Center hotel development; 
the City’s housing element 
update; Union Pacific Park 
activation; Union Pacific 
Park Specific Plan 
(Walnut/Treslow area); 
Kimberly-Clark redevelop-
ment; and many internal 
programs such as reorgan-
izing the department, 

downtown noise ordinance, and a con-
tinuation of program changes in the 
Downtown area.

Governor Approves  
OC Veteran’s Cemetery

Fullerton College President Greg Schultz. Photo by Sophia Ota

Assembly Bill (AB) 368 authored by 
Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva 
(D-Fullerton), establishing a Veteran’s 
Cemetery in Southern California, has 
been signed into law. 

“I am proud this legislation was 
signed into law to provide a new veter-
an’s cemetery for California’s 
Veteran’s and their families,” said 
Assemblywoman Quirk-Silva.  
“Throughout my terms in service, 
many individuals and Veteran’s groups 
have passionately advocated for a 
cemetery in our region." 

AB 368 authorizes CALVET to con-
duct studies on two possible sites in 
Irvine.  The measure also authorizes 
CALVET to take action to choose the 
more appropriate of the two sites based 
on three criteria: economic feasibility, 
benefits to veterans and City of Irvine 
residents, and availability of each loca-
tion. 

“I sincerely want to thank everyone 
who has worked hard to rally around in 
support for this cemetery and for mak-

E-Bike Vouchers Bill Signed by Governor Newsom 
  
Senate Bill 400 (SB 400), authored by Senator Thomas J. Umberg expanded the 

state’s incentives for turning in old, polluting cars to include vouchers for bikeshare 
and e-bikes was signed into law by Governor Gavin Newsom. SB 400 adds bike-
share and e-bikes as mobility options in the Clean Cars 4 All Program, which will 
provide a strong incentive for Californians to switch from car to bike travel. SB 400 
improves the state’s Clean Cars 4 All Program that currently only provides support 
for buying electric, hybrid, and plug-in cars and mobility options like car-sharing 
memberships and transit passes. One study found that as many as 50% of trips by 
electric bicycle would have been car trips if the rider had not had access to a pedal-
assist bike.

ing this vision a reality,” said 
Assemblywoman Quirk-Silva.  “We 
have the land and funding to honor those 
men and women who have bravely 
served our country.

State Senate Passes Rent Control Bill
A major renter protection bill aimed at 

keeping struggling California tenants in 
their housing passed the Senate floor 
Tuesday, September 10 by a 25-10 vote. 
Assembly Bill 1482 would cap annual 
rent increases and give renters added 
eviction protections. AB 1482 is 
authored by Assemblymembers David 
Chiu (D-San Francisco), Rob Bonta (D-
Oakland), Timothy Grayson (D-
Concord), and Buffy Wicks (D-
Oakland). 

If enacted, AB 1482 would cap annual 
rent increases in California to the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) plus five 
percent. CPI varies by metro area, but it 
averages roughly to 2.5 percent in 
California. Thus, under the cap of CPI 
plus five percent proposed in AB 1482, 
annual rent increases would be capped 
to approximately 7.5 percent throughout 
the state. Rent increases could not 
exceed 10 percent under the bill.
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The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video  

of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.   
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 

Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

Insightful Dilemmas at  
Democratic Presidential Forum 

by Kara Regan 
 
The Asian American Pacific Islander 

(AAPI) organization held the first 
Democratic Presidential forum in 
Orange County in three decades this 
month. It took place at the Segerstrom 
Center for the Arts in Costa Mesa with 
over 1,000 people in attendance. While 
it was hoped that more  of the democrat-
ic candidates would show up, the hum-
ble gathering included US 
Representative Tulsi Gabbard, philan-
thropist Tom Steyer,  and entrepreneur 
Andrew Yang.  

The day began with an inspiring 
speech by US Representative Judy Chu 
who spoke of the Asian impact on poli-
tics as a minority that wields great 
power, a factor made apparent during 
the 2008 presidential 
elections, but oftentimes 
forgotten in the political 
environment. The pres-
ence of Asians in the 
USA and their political 
interests was the funda-
mental reason for this 
once in a lifetime, 
groundbreaking event 
aimed to benefit every-
one. Due to the generos-
ity of the AAPI, many 
students were also in 
attendance at this event 
without cost. The candidates who 
showed up had an opportunity for inti-
mate conversation with a passionate 
crowd.  

Supporters of Andrew Yang, the 
“Yang Gang” filled the front rows wear-
ing their supportive shirts. Moderator 
Ester Lee asked Yang to further speak on 
his allotment plan of $1,000 per month 
for American citizens who have reached 
18 years of age.  

“Believe it or not, we did this in the 
1960’s and it worked. If we give this 
money to Americans, they will spend it 
on healthcare, education and con-
sumerism. In turn, this will greatly ben-
efit the economy and people in lower 
socioeconomic statuses will at least 
have this to fall back on,” Yang 
explained.   

However, later a situation took place 
in the press room while reporters await-
ed their chance to interview Andrew 
Yang, only to be met with news that 

Yang had “left the building” sparing no 
time for reporters who spent money and 
effort bringing equipment for the 
expected interview.  

Reporters like Ravi Kapur, a South 
Asian and founder/CEO of Diya TV, 
expressed frustration at the “disrespect” 
of Yang’s actions. Additionally, the 
“Yang Gang” disappeared from the sta-
dium, leaving their empty seats behind 
for the remaining candidates. With Yang 
having left, the rest of the event 
belonged to Gabbard and Steyer.  

Billionaire Tom Steyer used his time 
to talk about his family history and 
money saying “my mother is the most 
influential person in my life. I didn’t 
inherit any money from my parents. I 
did it on my own and so I don’t really 
think that the amount of money I have 

matters when we are talking 
about the values that I inher-
ited.”   

He also used time to talk 
about his intentions to 
impeach President Trump 
with his “Need to Impeach” 
movement which is directly 
opposite to Gabbard’s recent 
comments that “impeaching 
Trump will tear this country 
apart.”  

Later, during a more per-
sonal interview with Steyer, 
Jodi Balma, a Political 

Science Professor at Fullerton College 
asked, “Will you fund your campaign 
forever or realize a time to quit and put 
that amazing energy into the programs 
you are so passionate about?”   

Steyer replied that “there is no stop-
ping point, there is no end to this.”  
Steyer has been criticized for his inabil-
ity to truly connect with the average 
American, from his billionaire perspec-
tive.  

Tulsi Gabbard gave an energetic 
speech that lifted the crowd’s spirits. 
When asked why she feels she is best 
suited for the presidency she said, 
“Being an army veteran, I have experi-
enced the loyalty of a promise to die for 
my fellow soldiers as they have for me 
and that is the same promise I have for 
the American people. I know better how 
to be the Commander in Chief because I 
have that experience. Although I have 
been criticized for reaching out to for-
eign leaders, it is my specialty (foreign 

affairs) and an important characteristic 
that a president should have.”   

When asked why she accepted her 
invitation to the forum, Gabbard spoke 
of the importance of the event and her 
sudden rise to the spotlight after her 
feud with US Senator and rival candi-
date Kamala Harris. 

 “I am different from other candi-
dates,” she explained. “Events like these 
are important for the community and 
that’s why I made it a priority to be 
here.” 

The time and effort Gabbard provided 
to her supporters and the press was ben-
eficial. If she was a small name before, 
it seems clear that she is on the path to 
making a much bigger name for herself, 
including being the star of the AAPI 
Presidential Forum.  

It is hoped that this event will inspire 
candidates to reach out more seriously 
to Asian voters and recognize the politi-
cal impact they have. The AAPI contin-
ues to work making voting easier for 
Asian community members who might 
face hardship understanding their bal-

lots. But the real issue is their recogni-
tion as a powerful voting force in the 
political world. This event was an amaz-
ing step in that direction.   

Author Kara Regan is a Fullerton col-
lege student who is soon to transfer into 
the University of California Irvine to 
complete her bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology. She works with prisoners and 
detainees as a member of a prison out-
reach organization. Her political inspi-
rations come from her groundwork in 
the criminal justice system.

 
Representative 

Judy Chu  
spoke of the 

Asian impact  
on politics— 

a minority that 
wields great  

power.

Closed Session meeting with legal council regarding Jay 
Cicinelli and Joe Wolfe’s lawsuits against the city of 
Fullerton. These two officers were fired over their involvement in the death of 

Kelly Thomas. They have sued the city to get their jobs back. 
 
Water Quality Report. Public Hearing on City of Fullerton’s 2019 report 

on City’s Water Quality Relative to Public Health Goals and Maximum 
Contaminant Level Goals. 

 

PFAS and Import Water Repair Project. Award $128,416 con-

struction contract to Doty Bros Equipment for the MWD Connection F-01 Repair 

Project, located at Raymond Avenue and Wilshire Avenue, to reactivate an import 

water connection related to Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances. 
 

Fireworks Safety Report and Ballot Measure Discussion. 
Presentation of 2019 Safe and Sane Fireworks Sales Annual Report, including 

complaints and enforcement, and preliminary information regarding a possible 

ballot measure to repeal the sale of safe and sane fireworks.  

Fullerton City Council Preview 9/17/19

Above: Candidate Tulsi Gabbard meets with journalism students from Anaheim 
schools and Kara Regan. 

Below: Billionaire candidate Tom Steyer discusses issues with students. 
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CONGRESSMEMBER CISNEROS  
HOLDS TOWN HALL MEETING

by Jesse La Tour 
 
On Tuesday, September 4, local con-

gress member Gil Cisneros, a Democrat 
who represents the 39th district, held a 
Town Hall meeting in the Wilshire 
Auditorium at Fullerton College. This 
was the third town hall Cisneros has 
held since he was sworn into office 9 
months ago. 

Fullerton Mayor Jesus Silva intro-
duced Cisneros, citing some of his leg-
islative priorities, including health care 
for all, comprehensive immigration 
reform, and advocacy for veterans. 
Cisneros, a retired Naval Officer, cur-
rently serves on the House Armed 
Services Committee and the Veteran’s 
Affairs Committee. 

Cisneros began by citing some of bills 
which the Democrat-majority House of 
Representatives has passed. However, 
Senate Leader Mitch McConnell has 
used his position to prevent these bills 
from coming before the Senate for 
debate or a vote. Some of these bills 
include: 

-Common sense gun legislation—
expanded background checks. 

-The Paycheck Fairness Act, to make 
sure women get paid as much as men do. 

-Raising the minimum wage to $15. 
-The Equality Act to expand the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 to prevent discrimi-
nation against LGBTQ community. 

-A Voting Rights Act to get “dark 
money” out of politics. 

-The Dreamer Promise Act (to protect 
DACA recipients) 

Cisneros said he was proud that he got 
his first two bills to pass in the House: 
His frist bill to provides literature at the 
VA that is printed in multiple languages. 
There are VA hospitals in Puerto Rico 

and the Philippines, so under this bill 
VA literature will be printed in both in 
Spanish in Tagalog 

His second bill is to support women 
veterans getting out of the service. 
Women are the fastest-growing demo-
graphic in the US military today, and 
Cisneros’ bill would provide a “transi-
tional assistance program” for women 
transitioning out of the military—to 
make sure they know their benefits as 
veterans. Cisneros said he is confident 
that this bill will actually get through the 
Senate. 

“I know you hear a lot about butting 
heads, Republicans and Democrats not 
getting along,” Cisneros said. “That 
kind of does happen, but there are some 
issues that we are working on together.” 

He cited two bills that have passed 
both houses and have been signed by the 
President: 

-The Bluewater Navy bill, to expand 
benefits to those who were exposed to 
Agent Orange in Vietnam. 

-Extension of medical benefits for 
9/11 first responders. 

 
Q and A Session 

 
After his opening remarks, Cisneros 

opened the Town Hall up to questions 
from the audience. Here are some of the 
questions and answers, edited for clarity 
and space. 

Q: The federal debt is standing at $23 
trillion. I am concerned that we are 
spending money that we don’t have. The 
debt we are accruing is going to be 
passed on to our children. What is con-
gress going to do to cut spending? 

A: We can’t continue to give tax cuts 
as the debt grows. The Trump adminis-
tration gave a $3 billion tax cut to the 

wealthy. We need to be more fiscally 
responsible on both sides of the aisle. 
The Trump administration requested 
$18 billion more than what was original-
ly appropriated for the military. We need 
to make sure that, if we’re going to do 
programs, we have to have a way to pay 
for them…We need to have a balanced 
budget. Right now, there are 12 appro-
priations bills that go through both hous-
es of congress. The House has already 
done 10 of the 12. The Senate hasn’t 
passed one appropriations bill. 

Q: I’m very concerned about the hor-
rendous treatment of migrant children. 
Last week, we learned about deportation 
of children with disabilities who’ve 
come to the US to seek care which is not 
available to them in their 
country of origin. What can 
all of us do now that we see 
this horrendous thing that 
is happening in our govern-
ment—what can we all do 
to put it to an end? 

A: I think we need to 
keep raising our voices. 
Regarding the deportation 
of those with disabilities, a 
lot of these folks have seri-
ous conditions where they 
still need treatment and 
help. To just send them 
away…there’s no humanity 
in that. Constituents need to put pressure 
on Senate leaders who are not allowing 
bills to come up for debate. To do noth-
ing is irresponsible. We need to speak up 
to—Tell them to do their job. 

Q: Are you optimistic that you’ll be 
able to find bipartisan solutions for cli-
mate change in Congress? 

A: I think eventually. That’s a slow 
process. There have been some 
Republicans who have started to 
acknowledge that climate change is a 
problem. I was co-sponsor on a resolu-
tion that passed in congress to re-enter 
the Paris Climate Accord. I am part of 
the Sustainable Energy Environment 
Caucus, and a member of the 
Environmental Justice Caucus. 

Q: Thank you for your co-sponsorship 
of HR 763, the Energy Innovation Act, 
an important step in solving the climate 
crisis is putting a tax on carbon pollu-
tion. This is a very personal issue for 
me. I have a four year-old and another 
baby on the way. I’m deeply frightened 
for their future. What is the next con-
crete step that you can take to push that 
bill further and make sure that polluters 
are paying a price for what they’re 
doing? 

A: I think we need to keep the pres-
sure on. Here in California, the fastest-
growing job sector is the green industry. 
But I’m going to be honest with you—
congress moves slow—it moves at a 
snail’s pace. The Trump administration 
tried to roll back California’s emission 
standards on vehicles, but has received 
pushback even from auto manufactur-
ers. Congress needs to do more to pro-

tect the air and the water. 
Q: Growing up in Fullerton, I had 

both asthma and bronchitis. I come from 
a neighborhood that is most impacted by 
bad air quality.  What can you do in 
your committees to bring in more fund-
ing to electrify our rail system, so we 
can have cleaner air and more options 
to get around Orange County? 

A: Our roads in the 39th district are 
really the transportation highways for 
commerce in the country. California 
imports over $500 billion of goods from 
overseas every year. Most of that is 
coming through Long Beach and Los 
Angeles. They’re going right through 
our district—all those rail cars, those 
trucks. In the LA and OC areas, we have 

two big events coming up 
which should hopefully 
spark improvements in our 
public transportation: The 
World Cup in 2026, and the 
Olympics in 2028. Some of 
the events and games will be 
out here in Orange County. 
This is an excellent opportu-
nity to really build up our 
public transportation infra-
structure that we need here 
in the area. 

Q: I’m a 30-year plus high 
school teacher. I’m con-
cerned about rising student 

debt, especially among students buying 
degrees that aren’t really helping them 
for the 21st century. Would you support 
a bill that would provide more job train-
ing for 21st century jobs? 

A: Education changed my life. I was 
the first one in my family to go to col-
lege. There’s a bill for school infrastruc-
ture, so that all the schools have access 
to high speed internet. We need partner-
ships with government, labor, business 
all working together to make sure we 
have a work force that’s going to be 
ready for the jobs of the 21st century. 
Speaking of college debt, we need to 
create programs where people can give 
back to their communities in exchange 
for debt relief—like Americorps. 
According to research from UC 
Berkeley,  for every dollar we invest in 
higher education, we get a $3.50 return. 
Why would we not want to do that? 
That’s a great return on investment. 

Q: Do you favor of an impeachment 
inquiry for President Trump? 

A: 130 members of congress support 
an impeachment inquiry, and Judiciary 
Committee chairman Nadler said that is 
already going on. I continue to support 
all the work the Judiciary Committee is 
doing. When they gather all the neces-
sary information/evidence and comes to 
the House and say, ‘Here’s the data.’ 
When we have a real case, we’ll go for-
ward.” 

Gil Cisneros Fullerton District Office: 
1440 N. Harbor Blvd. 
Suite 601 
Fullerton, CA 92835 
(714) 459-4575 

RECREATIONAL SWIM  
Recreational Open Swim is open to 

persons of all ages from 6pm to 8pm 
on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday; 
7pm to 9pm on Tues., and Thurs.; 
and from 12:30pm to 2:30pm on 

Saturday at the Fullerton Community 
Center. $4

LEARN MORE AT www.fastswimming.net

At right: Congress 
member Gil Cisneros 
speaks at the Wilshire 

Auditorium. 
This was Cisneros’  

third Town Hall meeting 
since he took office nine 

months ago. 
 
 

At left: A young girl and 
her mother, concerned for 

their future, asked 
Cisneros  

what he plans to do about 
climate change.

 
Many bills that 

have passed  
in the House 

have been 
blocked by 

Senate Leader 
Mitch 

McConnell.
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CAPRI SHOES

QUESTION:  
 

No photo last time, 
but this time we have a 

new mural,  
close to the one men-

tioned above. Where is 
this one?  

Send your answer 
 to Mike at  
AllMedia@ 

sbcglobal.net 

Photo Quiz

Murals, Murals
Observer readers know about the 

work being done on a historic mural at 
Lemon Park and here is an update.  A 
recent return trip revealed that the work 
is nearly complete, quite a feat as it is a 
large, very detailed mural and the 
August and September heat limited the 
hours quite a bit.  

Artist Higgy Vasquez and his wife 
Katherine Bowers were there wrapping 
things up on the restoration of “Ninos 
del Mundo” painted by his father 
Emigdio in 1994. We had a revealing 
discussion regarding the many sources 
of the subjects, one of them about 
Higgy’s younger sister Vera and chil-
dren representing 13 different races, or 
cultures, from all over the world.  

Having photographs of the original 
helped get all of the colors and details 
correct, and when you get a chance, go 
see the work in person. Photos are one 
thing, but in person is the best way to 

fully experience the vibrant impact of 
the mural.  We discovered there was no 
funding yet available for the restoration 
of other murals in the area, but 
Katherine told us this: “Councilmember 
Ahmad Zahra is working with the City 
for artist grants and fundraising to pur-
sue restoration for the Lemon St. Bridge 
Project as well as other art projects in 
the City.”  

While there, it was noticeable that 
people driving by were aware of the 
project, at times honking and waving, 
and others stopping by to take another 
look, some of them even visiting the 
mural every day. We were told that one 
man bicycled to the mural to obtain an 
autograph on his Fullerton Observer, 
and that “Community members have 
told stories of growing up with the 
mural, and of their deep gratitude for its 
restoration.” If you want to support this 
type of effort, contact Ahmad Zahra. 

Fullerton Trasport Center
Many of you knew Tony Trasport, 

whose work is all over town in various 
places—paintings in homes and murals 
in businesses.  His wife Judy is also an 
accomplished artist and many of you 
own one of her paintings. Judy and her 
daughters Leslie and Natalie held a sale 
last week to get many of their paintings 
and prints in the hands of art enthusiasts 
rather than keep them sitting in the base-

ment of the family home. The connec-
tion to Fullerton is very apparent in the 
subject matter, and many came to the 
home on Brookdale Place to pick up 
something that connected with them.  

Pictured above is Tony’s self-portrait 
at Villa del Sol and below is a painting 
my wife Karen picked up years ago, 
hanging in a place of honor in our entry-
way.  

Changes
Lolo Boutique is closing after many successful years, and we’re not sure who 

might be moving in but you will find out here first.  What we are sure about is you 
can now get breakfast all day at The Brownstone Café and brunch every Saturday 
and Sunday at Café Hidalgo. That’s a great addition, for many reasons, including 
the fact that we now have another Saturday Brunch along with Matador Cantina. 

Moving Along
Here is a fairly recent image of the mixed use residential and retail project at 600 

West Commonwealth. You won’t see this view driving by, this is from the southeast 
from above the railroad tracks showing Williamson.  
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ACROSS 
1. “Ali ___ and the 40 Thieves” 
5. ___ Yello (soft drink) 
10. Narrative 
14. Richard of “A Summer Place” 
15. Labor alliance 
16. Diva’s solo 
17. Bird of song 
19. Popular sneakers 
20. Mountaintop nests 
21. Popular brand of couscous 
23. 180° from NNW 
24. Bar order 
26. ___ de Janeiro 
27. Tropical primate 
33. Schwinns, e.g. 
36. “___ such interesting people 
    in my line of work.” 
37. Citrus drink 
38. Cut and paste 

 
39. Ancient merchant vessel? 
40. “M*A*S*H” star 
41. Period, online 
42. Dangerous bacteria 
43. Exonerate 
44. Large ocean mammal 
47. Part of E.U., abbr. 
48. Pinafore letters 
49. 106, to Romans 
52. Rose Bowl parade site 
57. Engraver 
59. Scent 
60. Ocean predator 
62. 1994 Jodie Foster title role 
63. Shaggy 
64. Assistant 
65. Chemical endings 
66. Adlai’s 1956 running mate 
67. 1857 ___ Scott case

DOWN 
1. Test versions 
2. Feverish fits 
3. Ballet rail 
4. Not pro 
5. Oat and fruit cereal 
6. Conclude 
7. Rear half of a griffin 
8. Zero, in tennis 
9. Richard Kimble pursued 
    the ___ man 
10. A-ha song “___ Me” 
11. Geometry calculation 
12. Tops 
13. Sunrise direction 
18. ___ and bounds 
22. Laugh ___ 
25. Inventor Thomas 
27. Firm 
28. Online shedding? 
29. Hot dog condiment 
30. Curly cabbage 
 

31. Icelandic epic 
32. Calendar span 
33. “Venerable” English writer 
34. Matinee ___ 
35. Toy with a tail 
39. “___ living daylights” (frighten) 
40. Entirely 
42. Israeli prime minister Barak 
43. Plaster bandages 
45. Comic strip “___ Before Swine” 
46. British comedian Dick, et al 
49. Committee head 
50. Green, in Guadalajara 
51. Annoyed 
52. Corn bread 
53. Mideast’s Gulf of ___ 
54. One and only 
55. Actress Vardalos and Peeples 
56. British slang similar to a prat 
58. Neighbor of Libya 
61. Before, in poetry

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019 

“ANIMAL CLUES” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

by Nathan Guerrero 
 
Scott Townley has done an incredible 

job for the past 18 years paying tribute 
to one of the worst acts of terrorism ever 
to take place in the world—9/11. 

Townley works hard every year to 
insure that every single person whose 
lives were taken are represented, either 
by a flag or cross on his yard. He has 
343 crosses for firefighters, 74 for 
police, 2977 flags for people killed, and 
1400 flags for post-nine-eleven deaths.  

People have also given him gifts to 
show their appreciation. Firefighters did 
not have to go into those buildings to 
save people, but they were brave enough 
to do it for the people of our country. 

The massive buildings known as the 
Twin Towers were struck by two 
hijacked planes. Most of the planes that 
were hijacked were scheduled to land at 
LAX. The reason that terrorists chose 
those flights was because the airplanes 
held the most fuel that would trigger the 
largest explosions possible. When the 
twin towers collapsed and one of the 

hijacked planes was still in the air, my 
father was on his way to LAX. He did 
not believe my mother when she called 
and demanded that he turn around. He 
simply said “You watch too much 
Oprah.”  

Do you remember where you were? 
Townley has multiple Memorial 

“Walls” naming all those in the Armed 
Forces of the United Sates who have 
died in the war on terrorism following 
911.  

A plane hit the Pentagon and one of 
them had passengers who were brave 
enough to save the white House from 
getting hit.  

One of the passengers of hijacked 
flight 93 was Todd Beamer who bravely 
attempted to regain control of the flight. 
He told his fellow passengers “Let’s 
Roll” right before the communication 
was cut off from the airplane and it 
crashed in a field 240 miles from the 
White House.  

Overall this is a day to remember and 
we should not take it for granted! 

Land of the Free, Home of the Brave

Scott Townley’s 9/11 Memorial at 863 Woods Ave.
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18 FSD Schools Earn State Level Recognition

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman   

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on  
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton.  
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

Eighteen FSD schools earned State-
level recognition from the California 
PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention 
& Supports) Coalition. The schools will 
be recognized at the school board meet-
ing on September 24.  

PBIS is built on the premise that stu-
dents do not come to school knowing 
behavior expectations. Rather, these 
expectations for appropriate behavior 
need to be taught directly in the same 
way we teach reading and math.  

PBIS uses a tiered continuum of evi-
dence-based supports. Two schools were 

recognized during the 2016-17 school 
year, eight in the 2018-19 school year. 

2019-20 recognition was awarded to:  
•Bronze: Maple Elementary.  
•Silver: Golden Hill, Laguna Road, 

Raymond, Richman, Rolling Hills, and 
Valencia Park elementary schools, and 
Parks Junior High.  

•Gold: Commonwealth and 
Orangethorpe elementary schools.  

•Platinum: Beechwood, Fern Drive, 
Hermosa Drive, Pacific Drive, Fisler, 
Sunset Lane, and Woodcrest elementary 
schools, and Nicolas Junior High. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT SUMMER ACTIVITY UPDATES:

Wilson Phelps Foundation:  
This wonderful local foundation once 

again gave generous grants to Parks and 
Nicolas junior high schools and Valencia 
Park, and Richman elementary schools 
totaling $71,000. The Foundation has 
been providing generous grants to FSD 
schools since 1999. Thank you! 

 
State Preschool Program 

Fullerton School District now oper-
ates the State Preschool Program, which 
is funded by the State Department of 
Education Child Care and Development 
Division. It serves three to five-year-
olds in classes at Commonwealth, 
Hermosa Drive, Maple, Orangethorpe, 
Pacific Drive, Richman, Valencia Park, 
and Woodcrest schools.  

As a means of supporting professional 
early childhood learning communities to 
engage in dialogue about curriculum, 

assessment and family engagement, 
services will include training for FSD 
Child Development Services preschool 
teachers and instructional aides. 

 
Middle College Courses Offered: 

FSD serves a diverse learning commu-
nity with a significant number of stu-
dents achieving at high levels. In order 
to meet the needs of high achieving stu-
dent, the district will offer a Middle 
College Program in collaboration with 
Fullerton College available to 7th and 
8th graders who meet set criteria.  

Students will earn university credits 
for successful completion of college-
level courses. The program offers stu-
dents the opportunity to extend their 
learning beyond the traditional junior 
high curriculum and give students the 
tools needed to meet the demands of 
dynamic labor markets. 

Purple Hydrangea Project 
Four Troy High School students: Lara 

Mercurio, Kendall Smith, Vanessa 
Nguyen, and Kimiko Arakadi 
announced the formation of a Purple 
Hydrangea Project (www.thepurplehy-
drangeaproject.org) unit at Troy High 
School in response to the tragic death of 
a Troy student last spring. The Purple 
Hydrangea Project is a non-profit organ-
ization that focuses on bringing mental 
health issues like depression and suicide 
out into the open, where students and 
mental health professionals directly 
interact to provide ideas and strategies to 
cope with stress and ways for them to 
improve their social and emotional well-
being. The students are offering to pro-
vide assemblies not only to Troy High 
School but to help coordinate assem-
blies at other district high schools recog-
nizing the increased need to confront 
and proactively deal with isolation, 
stress, and mental health issues for 
today’s teenagers. 

Honors:  
•Troy High School 

was honored for their 
13th National Science 
O l y m p i a d 
Championship. The 
National Science 
Olympiad is now in its 
34th year, includes 
teams from every state 
and Troy has placed in 
the top three positions 
for 20 of those years. 
This accomplishment 
reflects the hard work 

and dedication of students, coaches, and 
parents. The Trustees honored last 
year’s team and their long-time dedicat-
ed coaches: Kurt Wahl, Dan Jundanian, 
Justin Kim, James Kirkpatrick, and Tom 
Mosig. 

 
Young Future Leaders Program  

 Eleventh and twelfth grade students 
interested in applying for this leadership 
mentoring program should go to 
www.ocgov.com/gov/bos/4 as the appli-
cation is due by September 23rd. 

 
Unaudited Actual Budget Report: 

Joan Velasco, Assistant Superintendent 
of Business Services, presented the 
Unaudited Actuals for the 2018/19 
school year. The district is floating an 
extremely healthy 23% unrestricted 
reserve. The district received 
$175,667,963 last year from State, 
Federal, and local sources with total 
expenditures at $168,727,040 spending 
77% of the budget on salary and benefits 

for teachers, staff and 
administration. This 
increased the unre-
stricted unassigned 
account by $300,000 
up to over $42 million. 
All restricted funds 
that were not spent 
(even though the budg-
et is reflective of 
money that the district 
expects to spend in the 
school year) is not part 
of the $42 million as it 
will be rolled over to 
this year to spend. 

September 3 FJUHSD Board Meeting  
Next FJUHSD board meeting is September 17 at 6pm.

Potential Bond Measure: 
The district is exploring a potential 

Bond Measure for the 2020 election bal-
lot. True North Research conducted a 
Public Opinion Survey exploring the 
public support of a potential Bond 
Measure. According to the presenter. 
17% of voters polled felt they did not 
have enough information. The district 
also needs to watch what other things 
are going to be on the ballot. 

 
Asst. Supt. Flores Moves On: 

 Superintendent Pletka congratulated 
Dr. Emy Flores for her appointment as 
superintendent to the Evergreen School 

District in San Jose. He thanked Dr. 
Flores for her years of service and com-
mitment to the students, staff, and com-
munity. Fullerton Elementary Teachers 
Association representative Mark Jacobs 
also thanked Dr. Flores. Fisler Principal 
Julienne Lee has been named the new 
Asst. Superintendent, Ed Services. 

 
Save the Date: 

•October 12 Toast To Learning Event 
(Fullerton Education Foundation) 5pm-
11pm at the Fullerton Arboretum. 

•November 16, All the Arts For All the 
Kids Foundation Art Auction at the 
Fullerton Museum Plaza 



•Art (offered at Parks, Nicolas,  
           and Ladera Vista) 
•Dance (offered at Parks, Nicolas, 
            and Ladera Vista) 
•FESTO lab "Stem IVA Basics 
           of  Prototyping"  
           (Available at Nicolas) 
•Culinary Arts (offered at Parks 
            and Ladera Vista) 
•Physical Conditioning (available at  
           Parks and at Ladera Vista  
           as Strength Training) 
•Band (offered at all five middle  
            schools: Parks, Nicolas,  
           Ladera Vista, Fisler,  
           and Beechwood) 
•Coding (offered at Parks 
            and Nicolas) 
•Leadership or Associated Student  
Body (available at Parks, Ladera Vista  
           and Fisler) 
•Robotics (available at Parks, Nicolas  
           and Fisler) 
•AVID (available at Nicholas) 
 
Art and dance were top favorites 

because they enabled students to express 
themselves creatively.  In Art class, stu-
dents loved that, besides learning new 
techniques,  they were able to create 
their own art collection or portfolio.  
Those who took up dance class thought 
that it helped them improve their focus 
and relaxation.  One student described it 
as “getting her mind and body on the 
same page, and that it was a great escape 
from  the world into her own bubble.”   

FESTO, coined from the names of the 
FESTO founders, Albert Fezer and 
Gottlieb Stoll, is an elective that pro-
vides technical and industrial training.  
Students found this course engaging 
because it allowed them to explore inter-
esting machines that let them  produce 
interesting stuff like phone cases.   

In Culinary, students loved the idea of 
eating and learning at the same time. It 
is also a very useful skill to use at home.   

Physical conditioning is like a free 
time for exercising that promotes a 
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Regretting Your  
Elective Choice? 

The Insider’s Guide to FSD Electives

YOUNG OBSERVERS by  Francine Vudoti

There is something special about middle school.  It is 
no longer just about the five academic classes - math, 
science, language arts, history and P.E. Middle school 
offers special classes called electives.  Every incoming 
7th and 8th grader gets to choose two electives each 
grading period. 

 Electives are special-interest classes that students can 
take along with the core subjects. These courses provide 

an opportunity to learn about subjects  that the students are interested in.  For 
example, if you aspire to be a chef, you can sign up for Culinary Arts. If your 
goal is to become a game designer one day, you can take electives such as 
Robotics and Coding.  

There are a wide variety of electives that you can choose from your school’s 
catalog, and they can last from one semester, to your entire school year. It can 
be a little overwhelming going through a long list  but the idea of taking courses 
based on your interests makes you expect that you would enjoy it more than the 
academic classes.  Despite the excitement though, you may wish you had more 
information on whether or not these electives are really worth your time. 

JR. HIGH STUDENT SURVEY School Year 2018-2019

In order to find out how students actually feel about their electives, I conduct-
ed  a survey among the junior high students in the Fullerton School District.  
There were a total of five questions which were answered by 352 junior high stu-
dents.  

Students were asked to rate the electives they had selected (1 for the least liked 
and 10  for favorite); along with the reason for liking, or not liking their electives 
plus suggestions on how to improve any regrettable decisions made on 
elective(s). They were also asked to suggest electives they want their school to 
offer.   

Below are the results of the survey. 

TOP TEN FAVORITE ELECTIVES  AT FSD MIDDLE SCHOOLS:

A SPOTLIGHT ON STUDENT RESPONSES: 

Spanning across three 
skill levels, these art class-
es teach students responsi-
bility, techniques, social 
skills, and much more. If 

students enjoy and participate in their cur-
rent art class, they will be promoted to the 
higher class next semester. My teacher 
did an exceptional job teaching many art 
skills, techniques, and even encouraged 
students to step out of their comfort 
zones.   

Art I is where inexperienced artists first 
take flight. Learning many basic tech-
niques and skills can be extremely enjoy-
able and relaxing.  Students get a lot of 
time to sit back and work on a piece of 
their choice. Sometimes, the teacher will 
assign a piece to complete by a specific 
deadline.   

Art II provides more freedom and 
access to supplies you couldn’t use in Art 
I. In Art II, students are graded based on 
weekly participation, sketchbook checks, 
and digital portfolio checks. Artsonia, one 
of the many apps used by the teacher to 
keep in touch with class, comes with a 
handful of positives. Firstly, this app 
allows you to submit any personal work 
or sketchbook work that you are proud to 
show the teacher.  

Secondly, you can submit your artistic 
pieces through the app and use many 
tools to edit your piece once it’s finished. 
All in all, Artsonia has consistently 
proven to be an extraordinary app.  

Art III can be tough for many students. 
A lot of work gets thrown on your plate 
and the grading scale changes. The 
teacher has high hopes for the experi-
enced Art III students, so he assigns many 
universal projects such as “Doodle 4 
Google” and the famously known “Peace 
Poster.” With few exceptions, the art class 
is still a blast and really helps you 
improve your skills.  

From personal opinions to many artistic 
companies that have the opportunity to 
judge your art, making artistic pieces in 
this class can be a good challenge to test 
your true abilities. Art III also provides 
the opportunity to participate in school-
wide art events as well as go on field trips 
to draw some of the beautiful surround-
ings. In addition, students can attend a 
tutorial in case they are limited on time 
for a piece that they would like to finish.  

With the many opportunities and expo-
sure the Art III students get, it is definitely 
one of the best art classes in the state of 
California. 

TOP TEN SUGGESTED ELECTIVES FOR FSD MIDDLE SCHOOLS: 

•Culinary (not offered at Nicolas,  
                 Fisler or Beechwood)  
•Wood Shop (not offered at Parks,  
          Ladera Vista, Fisler, or Beechwood)  
•Photography (offered at Nicolas only)  
•Art (not offered at Fisler or Beechwood)  
•Foreign Languages other than Spanish  
              (offered at Ladera Vista only)  
•Sports (sports other than P.E. offered  
             at Fisler only)      
•Physical Conditioning (not offered at  
              Fisler or Beechwood)      
•Dance (not offered at Fisler or 

Beechwood)  
•Spanish (not offered at Beechwood) 
•Yoga (not offered at any middle school) 

Ideally, before choosing an elective, 
you would want a rating for it, whether 
it is one star or five stars along with stu-
dent reviews to guide you in making 
your choice. Since the school catalogs 
available on the school websites limit 
the information to brief course descrip-
tions only, this survey can be a great 
source of inside information  for those 
who will be registering for electives.  It 
should be helpful not only to students 
but also to the  superintendent, princi-
pals and teachers of the Fullerton 
School District who can use  this data to 
consider the suggested improvement on 
the least liked electives and the new 
electives to offer as recommended by 
the students. 

Yearbook is a great year-
long elective wherein stu-
dents spend time making a 
yearbook. Students spend 
the class period working 
on spreads and spend 

lunch breaks taking pictures. The elective 
gives you great experience on teamwork, 
photography, and responsibility. 

Teamwork is a crucial component of 
Yearbook where one can experience the 
fun of working with other classmates. The 
class is divided into segments where stu-
dents work on different sections of the 
yearbook. In order to finish spreads, stu-
dents have to collaborate and arrange 
time for photo taking. Before taking pic-
tures of a club or an activity, group mem-

bers gather to discuss spreads, layouts, 
and photos. Responsibility is key. People 
in the class often believe that yearbook is 
easy. However, you have to be responsi-
ble for managing time as procrastination 
can cause spreads to go unfinished! When 
you forget to take pictures of clubs or to 
meet up with class members, time can 
easily be lost. Luckily, your teammates 
may be there to cover for you. Look out 
for deadlines because if you keep missing 
them, the yearbook won’t get finished. 

Photography is also a fun and important 
aspect of the elective. If one is lucky, he 
or she can be in the yearbook many times. 
Each page needs at least three or more 
pictures.  Yearbook is a fun elective.  Give 
it a try. 

Art Classes are the Best by Joey Winthrop

Yearbook Takes Teamwork by Wesley Low

LEAST FAVORITE ELECTIVES 
 AT FSD MIDDLE SCHOOLS: 
 
•Spanish (offered at Parks,  
       Ladera Vista, Fisler & Nicolas) 
•Entrepreneurship (offered  
       at Nicolas) 
•Digital Design (offered at Parks  
       and Ladera Vista) 
•Web Design (offered at Fisler 
       and Parks) 
•Journalism (offered at Parks) 
 
Students who voted on the least 

liked electives thought that the 
method of teaching these electives 
did not help them learn.  They came 
to class with great expectations and 
excitement  and ended up frustrated.   
Most of the students suggested 
replacing their teachers with those 
who can truly help them learn and 
make the class more interesting.

healthy body.  Students liked that 
they can chat with friends while 
exercising.   

Band along with dance gave stu-
dents the chance to perform before 
an audience which they found ful-
filling.   

Leadership requires students to 
pass a screening process and those 
who made it loved the opportunity to 
be among the student leaders and get 
to help around the school and be part 
of what’s happening behind the 
scenes during school events.   

Students found Coding and 
Robotics very helpful for future 
careers in technology.   

AVID or Advancement via 
Individual Determination, is a col-
lege readiness program.  Students 
loved the welcoming and encourag-
ing atmosphere in class.  It inspired 
them to give their best to be ready 
for college.
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Muzeo Exhibit Explores Local 
Impact of Japanese Internment

The Japanese-American 
Community in Anaheim 

 
Japanese pioneers of Anaheim began 

to immigrate to the city in the late 
1890s, with numbers steadily increasing 
as the years went by. By 1940, there 
were 567 Japanese people living in the 
city. 

Before and after WWII, Anaheim was 
a center for local Japanese American 
business, religion, and social life in 
Orange County. There was the Orange 
County Buddhist Church (on Dale St. 
Anaheim) and the Japanese Free 
Methodist Church in 
Anaheim. 

Even prior to WWII, 
Japanese Americans were 
subjected to waves of 
anti-immigrant laws. In 
1894, a U.S. district court 
ruled hat the 
Naturalization Act of 
1790 allowing white 
immigrants to become US 
citizens, did not apply to 
Japanese immigrants. 

From 1913-1920, Alien 
Land Laws established in 
Western states prohibited 
Japanese immigrants 
from owning land. The 
Immigrant Act of 1924 
prohibited all immigra-
tion to the US from Japan. 

By 1940, 127,947 
Japanese Americans lived in the main-
land US, with the majority on the West 
Coast, plus 157,905 lived in the 
Territory of Hawaii. 

 

Fear Leads to Mass 
Incarceration 

 
On Dec 7, 1941 Japan bombed Pearl 

Harbor. The following day, the US 
declared war on Japan and entered 
WWII. After the attack, fears ran high 
among the American people. That 
month, the FBI and police began raiding 
Japanese American homes and business-
es, arresting and detaining community 
leaders and people deemed a threat to 
national security. 

On Feb 19, 1942, President Roosevelt 
signed Executive Order 9066, which 
authorized the creation of “military 
exclusion zones” from which anyone 
could be excluded for protection against 
espionage and sabotage. It was primarily 
used against people of Japanese ances-
try, both citizens and legal residents. 

 

The Poston Experience 
 
After President Roosevelt signed 

Executive Order 9066, more than 
120,000 Japanese Americans were 
removed from their homes and detained 
in a system of “relocation” centers. 

Most Japanese-American residents of 
Anaheim were sent to the Poston 
Relocation Center in Arizona, which 
was actually located on the Colorado 
River Indian Reservation. The peak pop-
ulation at Poston was 17,814, making it 
the third largest city in Arizona in 1942. 

The harsh climate featured hot and 
humid summers and cold winter nights. 
Dust was a constant problem. 

Ruth Akiko (Ikeda) Matsuda attended 
Anaheim High School and was in her 
sophomore year when the Japanese 
bombed Pearl Harbor and she and her 
family were sent to Poston. 

She later recounted to her son, 
Michael Matsuda, how scary the long 
train ride was to the Poston 
Incarceration Camp: “She recalled that 
when they arrived, the camp was deso-
late, cold, and windy. The barracks were 
poorly constructed, allowing the wind 
and dust to penetrate. The early food 
was horrible, including canned items 
like Spam. And she particularly disliked 
the communal bathrooms, which offered 
no privacy.” 

And yet, in the midst of these harsh 
conditions, the people living at Poston 
did heir best to create community life. 

Activities of teenagers 
like Ruth included 
school, dances, sports, 
and movies. She met 
her future husband, 
Jack Takeo Matsuda, 
while incarcerated at 
Poston. 

John Hiroshi Iwashita 
was just finishing fourth 
grade when his family 
was forced to evacuate 
in May 1942 to Poston. 
He recalls that prior to 
incarceration the family 
had to sell their belong-
ings, including a car 
and a trailer, for what-
ever they could get for 
them. 

Upon arriving in the 
camp, he recalled hav-

ing to fill bags with hay to serve as mat-
tresses. His father worked as a fireman 
in the camp. In Poston he attended fifth 
through seventh grades, and participated 
in sports, including basketball and base-
ball. 

Miwako “Miko” Yoshimine attended 
Horace Mann Elementary School in 
Anaheim. When she was 13, she was 
evacuated to Poston with her parents 
and three siblings. 

Miko remembers working in the 
fields, picking cotton. On a positive 
note, she said that she had fun playing 
soccer and participating in musical pro-
grams, such as “Singspiration.” 

Carl Yoshimine had started attending 
college when Pearl Harbor was attacked. 
In May 1942, after turning in the fami-
ly’s car to the Dodge dealership and sell-
ing off their personal goods, the 
Yoshimine family was evacuated to 
Poston. 

Carl remembers that he was very 
angry that his family was relocated 
“because we were American citizens.” 
In an attempt to deal with his anger, Carl 
attended church and became interested 
in the ministry. He eventually went to 
divinity school and became pastor of the 
Anaheim Japanese Free Methodist 
Church. 

“My mother was five months pregnant 
when our family arrived in the desolate 
desert of Poston where temperatures 
reached 120 degrees,” remembers 
Marlene Shigekawa. “The drinking 
water was full of mud due the newly 
installed pipes. Mattresses had to be 
filled with straw. The quickly-made bar-
racks were full of walls with knot holes, 
allowing fierce desert dust storms to 
invade the barrack with dust.” 

In addition to numerous personal sto-
ries, memorabilia, and photographs doc-
umenting life at Poston, the exhibit fea-
tures a full-sized replica of a room in the 
barracks of the internment camp. 

Camp Art 
 
Before the war, Gene Isao Sogioka 

worked for Walt Disney Studios as an 
animator for such films as Fantasia, 
Dumbo, and Bambi. 

In 1942, he and his family were sent to 
the Poston camp. During the two years 
he spent in detention, he produced more 
than 150 watercolors, depicting daily 
life in the concentration camp. 

In the late 1980s, Sogioka’s camp 
paintings were discovered in the 
archives of the Cornell University 
Library. As a result, Sogioka and several 
other artists who produced work in the 
WWII American concentration camps 
were interviewed and their work pub-
lished in a book entitled Beyond Words: 
Images from America’s Concentration 
Camps in 1987. 

Some of Sogioka’s paintings were 
exhibited in the Smithsonian Institution 
exhibition, “A More Perfect Union: 
Japanese Americans and the US 
Constitution” that were on display in 
Washington DC from 1987-2004. He 
died in 1988. 

 

Mendez v. Westminster, the 
Mendez Family, and the 

Munemitsu Family 
 
Mendez v. Westminster, the landmark 

California civil rights case that desegre-
gated California schools, took place dur-
ing WWII, and has a unique local con-
nection to the Japanese Internment 
Experience. 

Gonzalo and Felicitas Mendez, who 
were the plaintiffs in the Orange County 
lawsuit that would ultimately lead to 
desegregation of schools, would never 
have been in Westminster, nor would 
they have been able to afford the law-
suit, if hey had not been leasing a farm 
from the Munemitsu family, who as 
Japanese Americans were being incar-
cerated during WWII in Poston, 
Arizona. 

Because the Mendez family lived in 
the white district in Westminster, they 
came face-to-face with the segregated 
policies of the Westminster school dis-
trict, who turned their children away. 
Because they were entrusted by the 
Munemitsus to care for and lease their 
farm, Gonzalo and Felicitas Mendez 
were not struggling laborers but fairly 
affluent farmers who had the finances to 
support a costly and lengthy lawsuit. 

Without the Munemitsu family and 
the lease agreement, there would have 
been no Mendez v. Westminster. The vast 
majority of Japanese Americans lost 
their property as a result of the mass 

incarceration, but the Munemitsu fami-
ly’s case is one of the rare instances in 
which leases were signed and honored. 

In the gift shop of the Muzeo, there’s a 
children’s book available called Sylvia 
and Aki, which is about the relationship 
between Sylvia Mendez and Aki 
Munemitsu—both of whom experienced 
different types of institutional racism in 
Orange County—segregation (Sylvia), 
and internment (Aki). 

 

The Famous 442nd:  
Fighting Fiercely for 

America 
 
The 442nd Regimental Combat Team, 

made up nearly entirely of Japanese 
Americans, was the United States 
Army’s most decorated infantry regi-
ment ever. One of these was Daniel 
Inouye, who would later go on to serve 
four decades in the US Senate. In the 
end, more than 14,000 served in the 
442nd. Between them, they were award-
ed 18,143 awards. 

Many members of the 442nd were 
recruited from various internment 
camps, including Poston. The exhibit 
includes photographs and memorabilia 
commemorating this highly-decorated 
unit, who (despite their internment) 
chose to fight for the ideals of America, 
and against the forces of fascism in 
Europe. 

 

Rebuilding Lives 
 
Following the closure of the incarcer-

ation camps at the end of World War II,  
those who returned had to rebuild lives 
hat had been dramatically altered by 
their experiences in the camps. In 
Anaheim, non-Japanese businesses and 
residents had moved into sections of the 
town previously occupied by Japanese 
Americans. 

1945-1950 was a period of intensive 
efforts to re-establish Japanese-
American communities across 
California. In Anaheim, the Japanese 
Free Methodist Church, which had 
stored items for returning families, re-
instituted their usual activities and serv-
ices.  

Attracted by the economic opportuni-
ties offered by the City of Anaheim, a 
new Japanese American community was 
established in a square mile block 
around the Ball Rd, Dale St, and Beach 
Blvd sector west of Anaheim’s down-
town, which included the East West 
Shopping Center on Ball Rd, which 
opened in 1966. The center included the 
Asahi Beauty Salon, Nippon Foods gro-
cery store, Miki’s Tea House Restaurant, 

Lines of military enforcing the forced evacuation by train of Japanese Americans 
to federal internment camps around the country.

Continued from frontpage

 
 

After President 
Roosevelt signed 
Executive Order 
9066, more than 

120,000 Japanese 
Americans were 
removed from  
their homes and 
detained in a  

system of  
“relocation”  

centers.
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Masumi Confectionary and the East 
West Furniture Store. 

Nancy (Sakayeda) Eagan opened 
Asahi Beauty Salon, one of the East 
West Center’s first tenants in 1968. After 
51 years in business, Nancy still owns 
and operates the Asahi Beauty Salon at 
its original location. She credits some of 
her success to her bilingual skills, since 
older Japanese American customers 
were more comfortable conversing with 
her in Japanese. 

In 1977 the Pear Tree Center officially 
opened on Ball Rd. with Tomoko 
Shiseido Cosmetics, Kunimatsuya Toys, 
Tsutsumi Do Books and Cards, 
Mikawaya Confectionary and Asahi II 
Beauty Salon. Across the street was the 
Tabiji Restaurant and Toyo Fish Market. 

The exhibit features numerous stories 
of individuals and fami-
lies who successfully 
re-built their lives, even 
as they continued to 
experience discrimina-
tion. 

For example, after 
their release from 
Poston, Ruth and Jack 
Matsuda moved to 
Chicago, Illinois and 
then retuned to Orange 
County in 1949,  where 
local prejudice against 
Japanese Americans 
made it very difficult to 
rent an apartment, due 
to racially restrictive 
housing covenants that 
were widespread until 
they became illegal in 
the 1960s. 

Ruth and Jack’s son, Michael 
Matsuda, went on to receive a Masters 
degree and eventually served as 
Superintendent of the Anaheim Union 
High School District in 2014. 

In the late 1990s, Michael Matsuda 
persuaded the AUHSD to present diplo-
mas to former Japanese American stu-
dents, like his mother, who were sent to 
incarceration camps during WWII. 52 
years later, at the age of 71, Ruth Ikeda 
Matsuda received her diploma marching 
alongside hundreds of seniors form the 
Anaheim High School class of 1997. 

Another post-WWII success story is 
that of Frank C. Hirahara, who was 
incarcerated at Heart Mountain, 
Wyoming. He was only 16 years old 
when he went into camp and he and his 
father are now renowned for their over 
2,000 black and white photograph col-

lection that they took and processed in a 
secret underground darkroom in Heart 
Mountain from 1943-1945. This is the 
largest private photo collection taken 
there during the war. 

After the war, Frank earned a degree 
in electrical engineering and eventually 
moved to Anaheim in 1955 with his wife 
Mary and daughter Patti to pursue a 
career in the aerospace industry. 

He went to work for North American 
Aviation in Downey, where he went on 
to work on missile programs, then the 
Apollo Space program as supervisor of 
the systems integration unit. He worked 
on the Space Shuttle program, and other 
NASA programs, and received numer-
ous awards. 

Frank's daughter Patti has spent 20 
years in working with the City of 

Anaheim to ensure the legacy 
of the Japanese pioneers in 
Anaheim will be preserved, 
not only through this exhibit, 
but at her alma mater of 
Anaheim High School. The 
Hirahara Family is the only 
four generational family in 
the City of Anaheim's 
Heritage Collection. 

On August 24, she helped 
coordinate "The Poston 
Experience - Paving the Way 
for the Next Generations" 
educational program present-
ed by the Anaheim Union 
High School District and 
Anaheim High School.  

This two hour event helped 
introduce the history of the 
Japanese American incarcera-

tion through the video interpretations of 
current local students from both the 
Anaheim Union High School District 
and the Anaheim Elementary School 
District at Anaheim High School's his-
toric Cook Auditorium. There were 800 
people in attendance including students, 
who found the subject fascinating and 
are now asking their teachers for more 
information about what happened to 
Japanese Americans and their descen-
dants from 1942 - 1945 and their forced 
incarceration. Patti was the event's MC 
and panel moderator. 

 

Redress and Reparations 
 
The exhibit also documents the multi-

decade process though which the US 
government, at the urging of dedicated 
activists and politicians, came to reckon 
with and try to make amends for the bit-

ter mistake that was Japanese mass 
incarceration during World War II. 

In 1976 President Gerald R. Ford 
issued a proclamation entitled “An 
American Promise,” formally ending the 
relocation program that began 34 years 
earlier with Roosevelt’s Executive 
Order 9066. The executive order had 
remained on the books years after its 
directives had been abandoned. 

There’s a profound essay on a wall 
entitled “Remembrance and Redress” by 
Bruce Embrey, Co-Chair of the 
Manzanar Committee, a group dedicated 
to educating and raising public aware-
ness about the incarceration and viola-
tion of civil rights of persons of 
Japanese ancestry during World War II, 
and to the continuing struggle of all peo-
ples when Constitutional rights are in 
danger. 

“The decision to evacuate and then 
imprison 120,000 men, women, and 
children of Japanese ancestry during 
World War II capped a century of exclu-
sionary race-based policies that either 
barred Asian immigrants or denied those 
already settled in the United States such 
basic rights as owning property or 
enjoying opportunities to participate in 
American society,” Embrey writes. 
“Only after these exclusionary policies 
were peeled away one by one did the 
nation come to terms with the legacies 
of discrimination and face the historic 
injustice of internment.” 

In 1969, the first community-wide 
Manzanar Pilgrimage was organized, 
led by Victor Shibata, Warren Furutani, 
and Jim Matsuoka. 

“Those returning for the first time 

since the war all recognized the pro-
found import of remembering what hap-
pened on those grounds,” Embrey 
explains. 

Beginning in 1970, various Japanese 
American civic groups began to call for 
a formal recognition of the illegal nature 
of Executive Order 9066 and for repara-
tions for the damage inflicted on the 
community. 

Beginning in 1971, the Manzanar 
Committee advocated for the state of 
California to establish Manzanar (for-
mer internment camp) as a state historic 
landmark. 

In 1980, leaders like Senator Daniel 
Inouye helped to form the Commission 
on Wartime Relocation and Internment 
of Civilians—to explore the issue 
through community hearings. 

A 1982 Congressional commission 
later noted in their report “Personal 
Justice Denied” that “the broad histori-
cal causes which shaped these decisions 
were race prejudice, war hysteria and a 
failure of political leadership.” 

The passage of the Civil Liberties Act 
of 1988 was a victory for the Japanese 
American community and for all demo-
cratically-minded people everywhere. 

Embrey writes, “Executive Order 
9066 and the passage of the Civil 
Liberties Act of 1988 are more than a 
Japanese American story. They serve as 
a profound lesson of what can happen 
when a group is profiled and scapegoat-
ed in the name of national security. It is 
an American story, capturing both the 
strengths and weaknesses of our nation’s 
democracy, its fragility and its 
resilience.” 

Local author Marlene Shigekawa 
has written two children’s books 
about the Poston experience: Blue 
Jay in the Desert and Welcome 
Home Swallows. 

Shigekawa states: “We still have 
friends from those days and attend 
many of the high school reunions. 
Anaheim is our home regardless of 
where we now live. It lives in our 
hearts due to the strong community 
connections we experienced then 
and also now. Beyond serving as a 
reminder to avoid repeating the past, 
our Poston history and the entire 
Japanese American incarceration 
experience has given us the opportu-
nity to reclaim our history, our iden-
tity, and who we are as a communi-
ty.” 

 

“I am an American: 
Japanese Incarceration in a 
Time of Fear” is on display 
through November 3 at 
Muzeo. 241 S Anaheim Blvd, 
Anaheim. www.muzeo.org. 

 

Arrival of the Japanese Americans at the Poston, Arizona Internment Camp.

 
Some of 
the many 
photos on 
display at 
the exhibit 
which runs 
through  
November 
3 at the 
Muzeo in 
Anaheim. 
 
PHOTOS  
OF THE  
EXHIBIT 
ON THESE 
PAGES  
ARE BY  
JESSE LA 
TOUr

 
 

“It is an 
American story, 
capturing both  

the strengths  
and weaknesses 
of our nation’s 
democracy, its 
fragility and its 

resilience.” 
 

—Bruce Embrey
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Fender Factory Workers Featured  
at Fullerton Museum Exhibit

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2019

Fender guitars are an important part of 
Fullerton history. Ever since 2006, the 
Fullerton Museum Center has had an 
entire gallery space dedicated to Leo 
Fender, the famed manufacturer of elec-
tric guitars. In years past, the gallery has 
provided an in-depth look at the man 
behind the music through personal items 
and historical artifacts. Now, in partner-
ship with Fender Musical Instrument 
Corporation, the museum has created a 
new interactive exhibit, Building 
Guitars, Making History: Fender 
Stories, which features recent interviews 
with past and present Fender employees.  

During the Leo Fender Gallery’s thir-
teen years of operation, it has featured 
changing displays on different aspects of 
the Fender story. “The premise behind it 
was to have a space dedicated to telling 
the Fender story in bits and pieces,” said 
Kelly Chidester, Museum Curator. 
“About every two to three years, we 
change over content. We changed this in 
May and it focuses on the people who 
worked in the factories, the people who 
worked with Leo, who continue to work 
in the factories in Corona and 
Scottsdale. We worked with the Fender 
Corporation to collect the stories of the 
workers and so we did an oral history 
project. We videotaped all of them talk-
ing about working with Leo and work-
ing within the factories. Then, we were 
able to compile them for the gallery.”  

After reaching out to the museum 
through email, phone calls and in person 
conversations, I was finally able to 
schedule a tour of the Fender gallery. 
Arriving at the Fullerton Museum and 
checking in with Aimee Aul, who helped 
arrange the gallery tour, I met with Ms. 
Chidester, who helped with the planning 
and execution of the new Fender exhibit.  

Following the curator, I stepped 
through the museum’s double doors 
with my hand-held shoulder rig into an 
air-conditioned gallery space for 
“Sharks: On Assignment with Brian 
Skerry,” where deep-sea photographs 
taken of several shark species were 
printed on canvases and put on display 

like paintings. Continuing on through 
another doorway in the back part of the 
current shark exhibit, I found myself 
immersed in the world of Clarence 
“Leo” Fender.      

A sign at the entrance read, “In the 
beginning, it was Leo Fender, his part-
ner Doc Kauffman, and a handful of 
employees, part-timers and college stu-
dents. The musical instruments they pro-
duced in those early years didn’t look at 
all like they would eventually become, 
the most popular ever made. But they 
laid the foundation for a success story 
unlike any other, and their work changed 
music history. Building Guitars, Making 
History shines the spotlight on these 
largely unsung heroes in the Fender 
story: the employees.”  

Ms. Chidester first showed me some 
early guitars and a radio Fender made in 
his radio repair shop. “He started mak-
ing guitars and did radio repair up on 
Spadra Avenue,” said Chidester. In fact, 
Leo borrowed $600 and used his Ford 
Model A as collateral to open his first 
radio repair shop back in 1938: Fender’s 
Radio Service. It moved to larger sites 
as business grew and quickly became a 
retail outlet, specializing in “every 
branch of sound,” according to Leo’s 
1945 newspaper ad pictured in “Fender: 
The Sound Heard ‘Round the World,” 
by Richard R. Smith. Ms. Chidester also 
showed me some of the earlier paddle 
guitars that Leo made with matching 
amplifiers. He made those with Doc 
Kauffman when they first started creat-
ing guitars in Fullerton.  

“A lot of the people that worked for 
Leo talked about how great the work-
place was and how great a boss he was,” 
said Chidester. “There was a lot of 
camaraderie and a lot of support there so 
they had a baseball team, a softball 
team, and a bowling league, both men’s 
and women’s. So we do have one of the 
baseball shirts on display.”  

Next to the jersey was a toolkit donat-
ed by a local Fender employee from the 
Research and Development Department.  

 

Over on the far left wall of the room 
were electronic tablets that museum vis-
itors could use to watch some of the sto-
ries from the people who worked at the 
factory. Ms. Chidester really loved the 
story of Abigail Ybarra. “She worked for 
Leo here in Fullerton for almost sixty 
years and she is very famously known 
for winding the pickups.” Ybarra spent 
most of her career winding the pickups 
that convert the strings vibrations into 
an electric signal that feed through an 
amplifier. She became so skilled that 
guitars with her pickups are still pre-
ferred by musicians today. “A lot of 
celebrity guitar players will approach 
her about specially made pickups. Keith 
Richards is a big fan,” said Chidester. 
Eric Clapton, Stevie Ray Vaughn, Jeff 
Beck, Jimi Hendrix and Buddy Holly all 
played guitars built with 
Ybarra’s pickups.  

The main exhibit room 
featured vintage photo-
graphs and video footage 
showcasing the Fender fac-
tories from decades ago. 
Leo’s confidence and tire-
less work ethic left no 
weekends off for the work-
ers, but led to rapid 
advances in both design 
and technology. His 
employees included young 
women who could wire 
complicated guitar ampli-
fiers from memory. They 
felt pride when they saw 
Fender on TV and won-
dered if it was one that they 
had worked on. In the 
exhibit videos, the women 
tell visitors that they preferred the jobs 
like assembly, soldering, and filing frets 
– they could wear nicer clothes and not 
worry about sawdust and paint over-
spray. 

By modern standards, the factories 
were really primitive. On blistering 
summer days, Leo’s crew would try to 
cool off with fans. Many women work-
ers went barefoot and many Fender men 
went shirtless. After requests from the 
floor for better solutions to curb the 
heat, the boss relented and shut down 
the factory for two weeks each August. 
Another threatening safety issue beyond 
seasonal heat arose from operating the 
punch presses used to cut metal. Fingers 
couldn’t protect them against this force. 
They were lost in a flash. When it hap-
pened, thankfully only a few times in 
twenty years, blood spattered onto the 
factory floor. 

In an adjacent room, I found myself 
looking at a display of Leo’s office. 
“This display has been here for a few 
years now,” explained Chidester. “We 
worked with the owners of G&L, which 
are still producing guitars in Fullerton 
and they actually loaned us a lot of the 
artifacts that Leo was working with up 

until he passed away in the Nineties. So 
we have his French curve set, along with 
some items that were on his desk. We 
have his glasses and his pen set. Then 
we have some templates that he was 
using up until the Nineties. This is just a 
mock-up of what his office would’ve 
looked like.” The green workbench in 
the back of the display is actually from 
the Fullerton factory from the early 
Forties and late Fifties. It came from the 
Research and Development department 
of Fender. On the opposite wall, we 
looked at Leo’s first and last guitars. 
One guitar was on loan from the Roy 
Acuff Collection at the Grand Old Opry 
and the other one was the guitar Leo was 
working with up until he passed away.  

Rock and roll as we know it today 
could not exist without Leo Fender and 

the help of his workers. 
Leo Fender set out to make 
musical equipment to 
address problems local 
musicians had with their 
existing gear. They needed 
to be loud enough to be 
heard; to have basses that 
would fit in their cars; to 
have amplifiers that didn’t 
catch fire during a gig. 
Leo’s instruments gave 
musicians that and so 
much more. His instru-
ments and amps added a 
new lexicon to the musical 
vocabulary. Fender gear 
democratized popular 
music, allowing small 
combos of otherwise dis-
enfranchised communities 
to be heard. In fact, the 

sound of rock and roll was largely built 
upon Leo’s gear. Leo’s instruments have 
continued to contribute to defining 
sounds of the times.    

“It’s really cool to get an insight and 
look at the factory and what the people 
are doing behind-the-scenes,” Chidester 
concluded. “There’s about a dozen sto-
ries we have on display right now and 
this is an ongoing project that we’re 
going to continue to collect. We see this 
as one chapter in the larger story. We’ve 
done exhibits on the Telecaster and on 
the Fender bass, so it seemed logical to 
do a story on the people who are making 
the instruments.”  

“Building Guitars, Making History: 
Fender Stories” is open from noon to 
4pm daily. The Museum is closed on 
Mondays and open until 8pm on 
Thursday evenings. General admission 
is $5, but free for museum members. To 
see my video tour of the Fender gallery 
at the Fullerton Museum, check out my 
video by visiting www.fullertonobserv-
er.com and clicking the tab labeled 
“Local.” Underneath that tab, click on 
“Emerson Little YouTube Channel,” 
which will take you directly to my page.    

   

REVERSING TOOTH DECAY

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831. 
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092 

www.paulnelsondental.com

One of the many reasons to have 
your teeth checked regularly for signs 
of tooth decay is that, when detected 
early, the tooth decay process can be 
reversed. Teeth “demineralize” as a 
result of bacteria in the sticky film 
that coats teeth (plaque) using sugars 
found in food and drinks to create 
acids that eat away at enamel.  

Conversely, there are minerals in 
saliva (such as calcium and phos-
phate) plus fluoride from toothpaste, 
water, and other sources that help 
enamel “remineralize” (repair itself 
by replacing minerals lost during an 
“acid attack”).  

As this battle between demineral-
ization and remineralization con-

stantly rages, it is important to give 
remineralization the upper hand by 
brushing and flossing regularly and 
getting needed fluoride and minerals. 

If needed, topical fluorides can 
help strengthen existing teeth and 
make them more resistant to decay. 

Remineralizing is an important part 
of the process of achieving and main-
taining that beautiful smile you’ve 
worked so diligently to get. Don’t let 
your efforts go to waste. Keep on top 
of your oral health with conscientious 
home care and regular professional 
dental visits. We offer full-service 
dental care for patients of all ages.  

Please call our friendly, welcoming 
dental office for an appointment!
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TUES, SEPT 17 
•6:30pm: Fullerton City 

Council Meeting  at City Hall, 
303 W. Commonwealth. Visit 
www.cityoffullerton.com  

 
WED, SEPT 18 

•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine 
Every Wednesday Farmers 
Market at Independence Park 
next to the DMV on Valencia 
between Euclid and Highland in 
Fullerton. Fresh produce includ-
ing fruit, vegetables, eggs, 
mushrooms, plants, orchids, 
baked goods, tamales, empe-
nadas, kettle korn, nuts. 

•9am: Braille Institute Free 
Series “Leisure Activities” to 
help those with low vision stay 
independent at the Fullerton 
Community Center, 340 W. 
Commonwealth. Stop by the 
front desk or call 71738-6575. 

•3pm-5pm: Teen Journal 
Club for ages 13 to 18 at the 
Teen Area of the Fullerton 
Public Library, 353 W. 
Commonwealth. Find inspira-
tion and learn bullet journaling.  

•6pm: Writers Guild for 
adults at the Fullerton Public 
Library Conference Center, 353 
W. Commonwealth. Repeats on 
the first and third Wed of each 
month. This event promotes pro-
fessional and creative develop-
ment of current and future 
authors. Free. 

 
THURS, SEPT 19 

•4pm-8:30pm: Fullerton 
Outdoor Downtown Market 
with live music beginning at 
6:30pm, Beer & Wine Garden, 
craft and hot food vendors, fresh 
produce, flowers, kids activities. 
Downtown Fullerton Plaza at E. 
Wilshire between Harbor & 
Pomona.  (714) 738-6545. 

THE FAREWELL: Two Hits

HITS  
&   
MISSES  

by Joyce Mason © 2019

Tenacious about keeping an all-Asian cast and 
using dialogue that is 70% Mandarin (with subti-
tles), writer/director Lulu Wang was rewarded 
when “The Farewell” emerged from the Sundance 
Film Festival as an audience favorite. Her film 
also received generous critical praise. Reflecting 
some of her own immigrant experience, Wang 
creates a protagonist brought to America at age 
six by her Chinese parents, eager for her to assim-
ilate into American culture but also maintain her 
Chinese identity by speaking Mandarin within 
their home.  

Wang had difficulty getting “The Farewell” 
financed, but the success of last year’s “Crazy 
Rich Asians” proved there was an audience for 
movies about Asians, and Wang’s ability to get 
cast member Awkwafina to play her protagonist, 
Billi, created appeal for investors. Although 
Awkwafina made her fame as a singer, she was 
eager to prove her acting chops, a talent immedi-
ately apparent to Wang when she observed the 
actress “carry scenes even without speaking 
because her emotions were in her face and eyes.” 

Controlled and sustained emotions are impor-
tant to “The Farewell.” We are told from the 
beginning that the movie is based on “a lie.” Billi, 
who lives in New York near her parents, maintains 
by cell phone a close and loving relationship with 
her grandmother back in China.  Even in scene 
one, we witness Billi assuring her Nai Nai that she 
is wearing a hat (which she isn’t) because the 
older woman is certain that New York City must 
be cold. “White lies” abound but always with love 
and humor. 

The Big Lie that inhabits most of the plot of the 
film is revealed when Billi gets to her parents’ 
apartment and is told that her Nai Nai has been 
diagnosed with lung cancer and is not expected to 
live more than three months. Billi’s aunt has just 
called with this sad news but with the assurance 
that Nai Nai does not know the severity of her 
diagnosis and the family  want to make her final 
weeks as joyful as possible. The ruse that will 
bring family members together in China is a 
planned wedding for Billi’s cousin and his girl-
friend.   

Reacting with an American sensibility, Billi is 
appalled that her entire family would handle this 
tragic development by not telling Nai Nai the 
truth about her condition even to the point of her 
aunt’s altering the x-rays so as to eliminate the 
cancerous nodes. Billi is not invited by her family 
still living in China for fear that she will insist on 
telling her grandmother the grim truth and spoil 
their festive wedding plans. Nevertheless, Billi 
buys her own ticket and flies to China. 

Because Billi arrives with a somber face and 
feelings of guilt about the contrived cover-up, we 
in the audience watch events in China unfold with 
the same wonder and partial disbelief that Billi 
experiences. We are never certain if she will level 
with her grandmother or go along with the distrac-
tion of the marital festivities. However, stealing 
the show in all her scenes is the irrepressible Nai 
Nai (Zhao Shuzhen), a woman of energy, wit and 
sparkle, whom we never tire of watching even 
when she dresses down the kitchen staff for not 
ordering lobster for the wedding banquet. 

Why does this movie resonate so well with 
Western audiences? Wang has succeeded in find-
ing meaningful truths in the ways that different 
cultures seek to express their emotional responses 
to life’s most significant passages. Her unique 
access to Eastern and Western traditions has 
brought an authenticity and insight that make 
“The Farewell” both entertaining and profound. 

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 

A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

•6:30pm-8pm: Family Movie 
Night at Fullerton Public Library’s 
Osborne Auditorium, 353 W. 
Commonwealth. School age appropri-
ate films for kids and their families. 
Free. 

•6-8pm: “Hostile Terrain” Photo 
Exhibit Opening Reception. Cypress 
College. 9200 Valley View St, 
Cypress, CA 90630. (714) 484-7000. 
Anthropologist Jason De León, author 
of The Land of Open Graves: Living 
and Dying on the Migrant Trail, asks 
visitors to fill toe-tags with informa-
tion about the 3,000+ people who 
have died trying to cross into the U.S. 
through the Sonoran Desert over the 
past 25 years, and whose bodies have 
been found.The goal of this exhibition 
is to raise awareness about the United 
States' brutal immigration enforce-
ment policy known as “Prevention 
Through Deterrence” that has and 
continues to claim the lives of thou-
sands of people since the mid-1990’s. 
Located in the Fine Arts Department 
Lobby next to the Art Gallery. Located 
in the School of Fine Art  Cypress 
College. 9200 Valley View St, 
Cypress, CA 90630. (714) 484-7000 

 
FRI, SEPT 20 

•Various Times: Global Climate 
Strike  will take place in at least 500 
cities across the US and cities in over 
100 countries across the globe. Local 
strikes are happening at 3:30pm at 
Anaheim City Hall;  8am at Orange 
City Hall; 3:30pm at Centennial Park 
in Tustin, and at 10am on Saturday, 
Sept. 21 at the Greenleaf Ave Statue in 
Whittier and on Friday, Sept 27 a 
strike and rally will be held at 
12:30pm at Bluff Park, Long Beach. 
www.globalclimatestrike.net/usa  
Also visit www.350.org for more info. 

•7:30pm: Free Outdoor Screening 
of “JAWS” at the Fullerton 

Downtown Plaza, on E. Wilshire 
(between Harbor and Pomona down-
town) features Shark Trivia at 7:30pm 
and Spielberg’s classic 1975 thriller at 
8pm. Beer,wine, soft drinks and 
movie treats available for purchase. 
Free admission. 

 
SAT, SEPT 21 

•9am-noon: Thousands to Pick Up 
Trash in Orange County During 
World’s Largest Cleanup Event. OC 
Coastkeeper will host several sites 
across the county. Last year, over 
7,000 volunteers collected more than 
53,000 pounds of trash. Local effort 
also a part of 35th Annual California 
Coastal Cleanup Day. Huntington 
State Beach Tower 2. Enter 
Huntington State Beach at Magnolia 
and Pacific Coast Highway. In the 
parking lot, stay right toward 
Lifeguard Headquarters by Tower 10. 
For more info, visit www.coastkeep-
er.org or call 714-850-1965. 

•5:30pm: CSUF Concert Under the 
Stars. at the Intramural Field, 800 N 
State College Blvd., Fullerton features 
festival at  5:30pm and Concert at 
7:30pm, with live music, fireworks. 
Bring blankets & chairs & picnic or 
purchase from foodtrucks to enjoy the 
event for free or purchase reserved 
seating at www.fullerton.edu/concert 
or call 657-278-3480. Theme this year 
is Peace, Love & Music, a tribute to 
Woodstock’s 50th anniversary. 
Alumna Brooke Aston will return to 
the stage with the Backline Band. The 
performance also features alumni 
Emily Mitchell and Marlene Martinez 
with back-up band members Marcus 
McMillan, Vince Hizon and Dustin 
Johnson.  Proceeds from reserved 
ticket sales go to support the universi-
ty. 

 
SUN, SEPT 22 

•4:45pm: 27th Annual Pathways 
of Hope Dinner/Dancing 
Fundraiser. at Angelo’s & 
Vinci’s Ristorante, 550 N Harbor, 
Fullerton. Help end hunger and 
homelessness. Features dinner 
and opportunity to win trip prizes. 
Visit www.pohoc.org for more 
info or call Mychael (714) 680-
3691 ext 233. 

 
SAT, SEPT 28 

•10am-11:30am: Improve 
Your Compost Skills. at the 
Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 
Associated Road (at the edge of 
the CSUF campus). $10 

 
WED OCT 2 

•6pm: FLP Independent Film 
Series. every first Wednesday of 
the month in the Osborne 
Auditorium, Fullerton Public 
Library, 353 W. Commonwealth. 
Free admission 

 
FRI OCT 4 

•6pm-9pm: Kids Night Out at 
the Fullerton Community Center, 
340 W. Commonwealth features 
face-painting, swimming, basket-
ball, carnival games, board 
games, food and a screening of 
“The Sandlot.” Call 714-738-
6575  

 
SAT OCT 5 

•1pm-3pm: California Great 
White Sharks. lecture by 
Biology Professor and director of 
the CSULB Shark Lab Dr. 
Christopher G. Lowe. at the 
Fullerton Museum Center, on E. 
Wilshire at Pomona in Downtown 
Fullerton. $10 

FRI,  SEPT 20 continuedTHURS, SEPT 19 continued
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“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”  
@ MAVERICK THEATER  

110 E Walnut Ave Unit B, Fullerton, CA 92832 
Tickets: (714) 526-7070 www.mavericktheater.com

Beware the Headless Horseman of Sleepy Hollow. In the quaint village of Sleepy 
Hollow, stories of wonder and strangeness surround the legend of a mighty headless 
Hessian. When the humble schoolteacher Ichabod Crane vies for the hand of the 
beautiful Katrina Van Tassel, the townsfolk might protest, but it is ultimately the 
Horseman who will decide his fate. For ages 6 and up. Written by John Heimbuch. 
Created in collaboration with Jon Ferguson. Based on the story by Washington 
Irving. Directed by Brian Newell. Through Sept. 28.

“The Vandal”  
@ CHANCE THEATER  

Bette Aitken theater arts Center on the Cripe Stage 
5522 E. La Palma Ave., Anaheim, CA 92807 

Tickets: (888) 455-4212 www.ChanceTheater.com.

 Chance Theater presents Hamish 
Linklater’s eerie drama-comedy, The 
Vandal. Directed by Kari Hayter, The 
Vandal will preview from September 
20th through September 27th; with reg-
ular performances beginning September 
28th and continuing through October 
20th on the Fyda-Mar Stage at the Bette 
Aitken theater arts Center. 

Two strangers are waiting for the bus 
on a cold road at night… next to a ceme-
tery. The bus is late. The woman’s coat 
is too thin. And this fast-talking teenager 
waiting at the same bus stop won’t leave 
her alone. He works hard to get her to 
talk to him, using everything from philo-
sophical riffs to brash seduction. Just 
around the corner is a liquor store, 
whose owner is waiting for a special 
delivery. All three people have no idea 
what this fateful night holds in store… 
and that it may provide the answers 
they’ve all been looking for. Hamish 

Linklater’s funny and spooky debut play 
goes on a twisty journey exploring the 
important topics of life, death, and 
Doritos. 

Recommended for ages 13 and up. 
Contains frequent use of adult language. 

Hamish Linklater is best known by the 
general public as a film and television 
actor, having appeared in the Oscar-
nominated The Big Short, and television 
shows like Fargo and The New 
Adventures of Old Christine. However, 
Linklater is a veteran of the stage, hav-
ing appeared on Broadway in the origi-
nal cast of Seminar, alongside Alan 
Rickman, and locally in South Coast 
Repertory’s production of Hamlet. 
Linklater made his first foray into play-
writing with The Vandal, which pre-
miered in 2013 at the Flea Theater in 
New York. The play was met with criti-
cal and audience praise upon release. 
Sept 28-Oct 20.

“Rube!”  
@ BREA CURTIS THEATER  

1 Civic Center Cir, Brea, CA 92821 
Tickets: (714) 990-7722 www.ChanceTheater.com.

A dramatized account of the legendary 
Rube Waddell, a Major League Baseball 
pitcher at the turn of the 20th Century 
who led the American League in strike-
outs for six seasons. He was a dominant 
force, but Rube was known as much for 
his eccentricity off the field. Legends 
and rumors about him abounded - did 
Rube suffer from some sort of mental 
illness, or was he just a big, overgrown 
kid who never grew up? Written by Joel 
Beers. Directed by Patrick Gwaltney. 
Produced by Todd Huffman. Rated PG 
for Language and Adult Themes. Sept. 
13-29.

“Family Matters”  
@ STAGES THEATER  

400 E Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton 
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 www.stagesoc.org

Theater Review  
by Angela Hatcher

Esteemed writer David Macaray 
brings hilariously delicious but also elo-
quent humor to his latest duets of one-
act plays under the notable title, Family 
Matters.  

First up is The Affair featuring the 
glamorous hot-to-trot “doctor’s wife, 
Veronica, as she calls her gardener 
boyfriend over for a secret rendezvous. 
Veronica (Christine Cummings) is the 
sex kitten slithering around on the bed in 
drop-dead body clinging lingerie and 
heels, while her egotistical lover, 
Michael (Cameron Murray) is more 
obsessed with being in the 
doctor’s spectacular home 
than he seems to be with 
her.  

If you have ever had a 
partner who was fixated on 
his or her cell phone, or the 
latest football score (hmm, 
ladies?) or hanging with 
friends “too long,” then, 
you most likely understand 
Veronica’s frustration.  

Cummings captures the 
true essence of her charac-
ter, and she is so believ-
able that one practically 
wants to invite her over for 
a girl’s night in, complete with a glass of 
wine, a box of Kleenex, a basket full of  
broad shoulders to cry on and “girl 
power understanding.” Murray is the 
oblivious Michael with a capital “T”. 
His portrayal of the boyish Michael is 
exactly who he is meant to be, and one 
can only imagine that Michael has a col-
lection of bobble head dolls, a pile of 
dirty dishes in his apartment, and yes, 
he’s the guy who most likely has sex 
with his socks on.  

From misguided romance to toxic sib-
ling relationships, next up is Megan the 
Merciless featuring three sisters, Amy 
(Jennifer Hawley), Megan (KC Marie 
Pandell), and Priscilla (Sara 
LaFramboise). It is the eve of Amy’s 
wedding, and middle child, Megan, 
shows up unexpectedly and uninvited 
after three long years. The eldest sister 
and “referee” Priscilla does her best to 
keep things calm and civilized, but the 
hurt and heartache from childhood pain 
and frustration is still there. Dad is wan-
dering around India somewhere, and 
mom is in the clinker on a manslaughter 

charge, so it’s up to the girls to find out 
if blood is truly thicker than water and if 
forgiveness is all that it’s cracked up to 
be.  

Along for the ride is Amy’s fiancée, 
Murray (Rigel Kent Paden) and his 
buddy, Luigi (Nikolas Tanzini), and 
Murray is the supportive partner who 
sees both sides. Luigi is the good-heart-
ed buddy who is easily excited about 
life.  

This ensemble is so well connected 
that each actor feeds off the others, cre-
ating a symphony that lets the music 

play on.  
Under the splendidly 

judged direction of Phil 
Brickey, the actors 
embody themselves with 
liveliness and a true sense 
of their own family bond 
as they bring Macaray’s 
fascinating characters and 
storytelling to life.  

Both one act plays are 
wonderfully produced and 
executed, and the play-
wright, David Macaray 
and Director, Phil Brickey 
have worked together on 
several of Macaray’s origi-

nal works since 2008.  
KC Marie Pandell who portrays 

Megan is no stranger to working with 
this extraordinary duo since she also 
starred in another of Macaray’s original 
hits, a full-length 2016 comedy, “Blood 
Money.” Family Matters is highly enter-
taining, thought provoking, and truly 
engaging.  

When complimented on how well 
written his plays are, Mr. Macaray 
humbly replied, “It’s all in the casting 
and the way the actors deliver their 
lines.”  

Macaray writes about the human con-
dition, and Family Matters is a perfect 
example of how we, as humans, can still 
laugh at ourselves and perhaps try to do 
better – next time.  

Director: Phil Brickey; Director 
Assistants: Fabian Montes, Stephanie 
Benitez; Set and Light Design/Technical 
Director: Jon Gaw; Sound Design/Light 
& Sound Operator: Fabian Montes; Set 
Construction: Jon Gaw, Rick Lawborn; 
Theater Manager: April Skinner.  

 Runs through September  22. 

 
Each actor 
 feeds off 

 the others,  
creating a  
symphony  
that lets 

 the music  
play on. 
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Heriberto Luna 
@ MUCKENTHALER  
CULTURAL CENTER  

1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton   www.themuck.org   (714)738-6595 “Sharks: on Assignment with Brian Skerry” 
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER  

301 N Pomona Ave, Fullerton   (714) 738-6545

“Sharks: On Assignment with Brian Skerry” plunges visitors into the underwater 
world of sharks, presenting a comprehensive body of photographic work, highlight-
ing Skerry’s unique combination of passion, skill, and technique. The exhibit intro-
duces visitors to several shark species and explores what makes these deep-sea 
dwellers unique, important, and increasingly, endangered. Through November 3.

News From a Passionate Printmaker
by Marjorie Kerr 

 
The fine art of printmaking (lithogra-

phy, serigraphy, etching, woodcuts) is 
astonishingly well-represented in two 
galleries in Fullerton at the same time. 

Fullerton College displays their col-
lection of fine art prints, accumulated 
over the years from artist in residence 
programs.  Examples from well known 
artists such as Wayne Thiebaud, Peter 
Alexander, Carol Summers and 
Fullerton’s own Florence Arnold.  The 
exhibit includes “tools of the trade”, ie 
etching plates, etching press, woodcut 
tools, litho stone, silk screen, ink. 

CSUF exhibits their vast print collec-
tion in the Begovich Gallery on campus.  
This rich collection is a printmakers par-

adise. There are also photographs of art 
world celebrities like Frank Gehry, 
Andy Warhol and more.  Artists fine art 
prints are represented by Frank Stella, 
Andy Warhol, Robert Rauschenberg 
and so many more.  Our own Florence 
Arnold’s hard-edge prints are here too.  
The gallery will sponsor programs 
about the collection. 

Fullerton College’s exhibit  
“Wayzgoose: Prints from the Fullerton 
College Art Collection” runs through 
October 7. 321 East Chapman Ave, 
Building 1000. 

California State University 
Fullerton’s exhibit “A Place for 
Everything, and Everything in its Place” 
runs through December 7. 800 N. St. 
College Blvd.

The grandchild of one of Zapata’s revolutionary soldiers and a traditional Mayan 
shaman, Heriberto Luna embraces his colorful Mexican ancestry in dazzling paint-
ings that draw inspiration from pre-Columbian art and culture. Patterns with roots 
in ancient temple hieroglyphics assemble to form hummingbirds, jaguars, and the 
mythical beings who mediate between humans and the powerful forces of the natu-
ral world. Gallery Opening Reception: Heriberto Luna Oct 27 12:00-2:00pm.

Watercolor West Series 
@ BREA ART GALLERY  

1 Civic Center Cir, Brea   (714) 990-7730

This year’s Watercolor West 
Demonstration and Lecture Series has 
been announced. Five nationally-known 
watercolor masters will discuss their 
work and careers. Watch as they paint 
live, ask them questions,  and learn more 
about their techniques and styles in a 
lecture format with a  digital presenta-

tion. No supplies needed, just bring a 
notebook and camera to  enjoy a day of 
learning and observation with fellow 
watercolor enthusiasts. $25 each or $100 
for the entire series. Artists include: 
Keiko Tanabe,    
Setsuko Okubo, John Dunn, Fr. Michael 
Tang, and John Byram. Sept 29-Dec. 15.

“Invisible” 
@ JOSEPHINE JOAN GALLERY  

515 W Commonwealth Ave Ste 102, Fullerton   (714) 681-6754 

www.josephinejoan.com

In her new show, “Invisible,” at the Josephine Joan Gallery in Fullerton, mixed 
media artist and photographer Leanne Sargeant explores illness through a personal 
lens. Sargeant uses the camera to examine hidden layers of herself from an out of 
body perspective. After being diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in March of 2018, 
Sargeant began a series of self-portraits that document her journey through navi-
gating life while living with this not outwardly visible chronic disease. At times 
confrontational and others deeply introspective, these large-format images com-
bine mix-media in order to convey the physical and emotional complexity anyone 
feels when faced with a life-changing event. Items such as red yarn and actual 
syringes symbolize both the pain and the healing the artist has gone through. As 
such, they remind us of what we can also face and conquer in our own ways. The 
opening reception is Friday, October 4 from 6-10pm during the Downtown 
Fullerton Art Walk

Print by Florence Arnold on display at Fullerton College Art Gallery.



Great Articles 
 

Dear Jesse, 
I know little about you except what I 

read in the papers--or paper--but I've 
long admired your many pieces in the 
Fullerton Observer, especially your seri-
al analysis of the Mueller Report.  Now 
I have to write a thank-you note, because 
your gun show essay tops them all!   

Maybe what I most appreciate is the 
empathy your personal point of view 
creates.  I'm there with you, both learn-
ing and reacting.  Who could ask for 
anything more? 

Jim Armstrong Placentia
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Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, 
is staffed by local volunteers who cre-
ate, publish, and distribute the paper 
throughout our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one 
- revenues are plowed back into 
maintaining and improving our inde-
pendent, non-partisan, non-sectarian 
community newspaper. Our purpose 
is to inform Fullerton residents about 
the institutions and other societal 
forces which most impact their lives, 
so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to 
keep and make these private and pub-
lic entities serve all residents in law-
ful, open, just, and socially-responsi-
ble ways. Through our extensive local 
calendar and other coverage, we seek 
to promote a sense of community and 
an appreciation for the values of 
diversity with which our country is so 
uniquely blessed.  

 ____________________________ 
10,000 issues of the Fullerton 

Observer are distributed throughout 
Fullerton and sent through the mail 

to subscribers every two weeks 
except only once  

in January, July & August.  
   

How To Subscribe 
 Subscriptions are $35 per year. 

Sign up and pay with Credit Card at 
www.fullertonobserver.com 

or by check with name & address to:  
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  

Fullerton CA 92834-7051 
 ________________________________ 

How to Advertise 
Call 714-525-6402, or email  
observernews@earthlink.net 

or visit us online at  
www.fullertonobserver.com 
________________________________ 

SUBMISSIONS: 
Submissions on any topic of interest  

are accepted from residents. We 
strive to get something about every-
thing in but shorter pieces do have a 
better chance of getting in. Email: 

observernews@earthlink.net  
________________________________  

• STAFF• 
 • Publisher: Sharon Kennedy 

• Editor: Jesse La Tour 
• Advisor: Tracy Wood 

•Chief Digital Officer: Mehul Desai 
• Database  Manager: Jane Buck 

• Copy Editors/Proof:  
Christine Romer & Terry Hendricks 

• Distribution: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,   
 Marjorie Kerr,  Leslie Allen 

•ROVING REPORTER: Jere Greene  
 • COUNCIL REPORT: Jesse La Tour 

•Special Reports:  
Jane Rands,  Matt Leslie, J. Kaluzny   

• DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto 
• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:  

Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno  
•YOUNG OBSERVER EDITOR: Francine Vudoti 

 •POLITICAL COMMENTARY:  
 Jonathan Dobrer & Vince Buck 

•CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey 
•FULLERTON HISTORY: Terry Galvin 
•PASSION FOR JUSTICE: Sinh Dang 

•PHOTOGRAPHERS:  
Jere Greene, Jesse La Tour, Damion Lloyd 

•SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko  
•GARDENING: Penny Hlavac 

• MOVIE REVIEW  HITS & MISSES: Joyce Mason 
• THEATRE REVIEWS:  

Eric Marchese, Angela Hatcher, Mark Rosier  
•VIDEO OBSERVER: Emerson Little      

Created & Published in Fullerton  
by local volunteers since 1978 

The Early October 2019 issue will  
hit the stands on September 30. 

 SUBMISSION & AD   
DEADLINE: September  23

HOW  TO  VOICE  
YOUR OPINION   

The Community Opinion 
pages provide a free forum for 
the community.  The Observer 
welcomes letters on any subject 
of interest. Opinions are those of 
the writer.  We must verify your 
identity, but we allow initials 
only and town to be printed if 
desired, or anonymous in print if 
a reasonable case can be made 
as to why that is necessary. 
Opinions sent to us without 
name, address and phone num-
ber will not be printed. Due to 
space issues shorter letters have 
a better chance of getting in. 
Please add your contact infor-
mation so we can verify. 
Thanks!  

Email: observernews@earth-
link.net  

or mail to: Fullerton 
Observer,  PO Box 7051,  

Fullerton CA 92834

 OUT OF MY MIND 
  by Jon Dobrer © 2019 

Cruelty as Policy
When did the United States of 

America adopt cruelty as policy? Yes, 
there has always been cruelty in the 
human condition. We have always 
diminished the humanity of some 
group—usually a minority whom we 
hate or fear. 

I am sure that Native Americans 
would evince no surprise at both the 
casual and policy cruelty currently so 
prevalent. I am equally confident that 
many African-Americans and other peo-
ple of color would rhetorically ask, “So 
what else is new?” 

We do, after all, have a long and 
embarrassing history of cruel policies 
and practices—from 
slavery and Jim Crow to 
the persecution of Native 
Americans, from the 
Oriental Exclusion Act to 
Manzanar, from the per-
secution of Hispanics to 
anti-Semitism and 
Islamophobia. 

Yes, persecution and 
disregard of the humanity 
and dignity of some 
“Other” has been a tradi-
tion. Still, there seems to 
be something different 
today, a kind of unkind-
ness that should break 
our hearts. Instead the 
saturation of news with our cruelty 
seems to have hardened our hearts. 

Once upon a time, the pictures of cru-
elty on TV moved us. Arguably, Sheriff 
Bull Connor setting vicious dogs on 
peaceful civil rights marchers and that 
Bloody Sunday on the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge did as much as anything to move 
the American people away from state-
sanctioned violent hatred towards a 
more open-hearted attitude. 

Today, however, we see children 
ripped from their mothers’ arms. We see 
children caged and hear reports of them 
sleeping on cold concrete floors, while 
being mistreated by guards. I often won-
der what story do these guards tell them-
selves when they go home to their fami-
lies? Maybe “Just following orders.” 
How do they sleep? 

We also see, contrary to our own laws 
and international law, our border agents 
firing teargas from US territory into 
Mexico. We know that our government 
has lost track of infants and children 
taken from their families and has sent 
some children across the country and far 

from where their parents are being held, 
“processed” and deported. They may 
never be re-united. 

Is this just bureaucratic inefficiency, a 
policy where bad things happen because 
we don’t know who is in charge—
Homeland Security, ICE or the Border 
Patrol? Is our cruelty an unfortunate bug 
in a system with otherwise benign intent 
or is it a feature, a feature meant to hurt 
and traumatize in order to deter immi-
grants and refugees? 

The question answers itself when we 
look at other policies and attempted 
policies that feature levels of cruelty that 
many of us would have thought were 

unthinkable. First, but not 
worst, the refusal to admin-
ister flu shots to children in 
our version of “Displaced 
Persons Camps.” With 
colds, flu and diarrhea run-
ning through these captive 
children, we withhold 
shots? We punish children 
for crying and enforce bath-
room breaks on children too 
young or sick to control 
their bowels. Who are we? 
What have we become? 

Worse still was the 
attempt to deport children 
here on medical waivers. 
Our government (It still is 

OUR government, acting in OUR name) 
sent what were essentially eviction 
notices to parents of children in hospi-
tals getting life-saving treatment telling 
them they had 33 days to get out of the 
country. There was no due-process, no 
notice to appear, nor any ability to 
appeal. 

When challenged, the Citizenship and 
Immigration Service, the issuers of these 
potential death sentences, falsely 
assured the public that another agency, 
ICE, was taking over the program. ICE 
claimed to know nothing about the pro-
gram being handed off to them. Thus 
this was both unresponsive to the offi-
cial notice and untrue. But this was not a 
bureaucratic mix-up or mistake; it was 
completely unnecessary cruelty. 

Yes, the number of children affected is 
small—under 1,000 applications per 
year—but this is about human lives. 
This makes it very difficult to buy the 
“pro-life” stance of a government that 
creates policies that seek out and destroy 
the lives of children, of foreign children, 
mostly of color. It is equally difficult to 

accept the Judeo-Christian bona fides of 
this regime. Somehow the Torah’s 
teaching to care for the stranger, “I 
(Moses) have become a stranger in a 
strange land,” (Exodus 2:22) is forgot-
ten, as are Jesus’ words in the Gospel of 
Matthew (25:40-45)  that “What you do 
for the least of these, you do for me.” 
Jesus goes on to eternally banish those 
who did not feed the hungry, slake the 
thirst of the parched, clothe the naked 
and invite in the stranger. 

Let me be clear, I am not simply con-
demning so-called Christians for their 
hypocrisy, I am also condemning my 
fellow liberals for passivity that could 
well be construed as indifference. Were 
the majority of the victims of these poli-
cies white, I have no question that mass-
es would take to the streets. 

Yes, there are protests, and religious 
organizations of all faiths are demon-
strating, feeding refugees and offering 
legal services and sanctuary. There are 
good people doing good things, and not 
because they want no borders at all. 
They simply want people in our care 
and custody to be treated as fellow 
human beings—decently and humanely. 
There are also people who are cynical or 
depressed and planning on not voting. 
This would be beyond wrong. Much of 
the social media manipulation is 
designed to suppress the vote. Do not 
fall for this or the nation could fail. This 
would be a dangerous silence giving 
assent to the status quo. 

Already, the vast majority of white 
folks give assent to this cruelty with our 
silence. They act like they do not have 
any skin in this cruel game. The tragic 
truth is that they don’t have their white 
skin in this horrific game. 

www.Dobrer.com

 
 

Much of the 
social media 
manipulation  
is designed to  
suppress the 

vote. Do not  
fall for this  

or the nation 
could fail. 



SPECIAL REPORT  FULLERTON OBSERVER  Page 17MID SEPTEMBER 2019

A Summary of the Mueller Report 
Part 6: Witness Tampering 

by Jesse La Tour 
 
The following is the sixth in a series of 

articles that summarize the “Report on 
the Investigation into Russian 
Interference in the 2016 Presidential 
Election” (aka The Mueller Report). In 
Part 1, we looked at the ways in which 
the Russians used social media to influ-
ence the election. In Part 2, we looked at 
ways in which the Russian government 
carried out “hacking” operations to fur-
ther influence the election. In part 3, we 
looked at various contacts between 
Russians and the 2016 Trump campaign. 
In parts 4 and 5, we looked at potential-
ly obstructive acts by the president, as 
outlined in Volume 2 of the Mueller 
Report. In this part, we’ll look at more 
examples of obstruction of justice. 

All of this information is taken direct-
ly, in many cases verbatim, from the 
Mueller Report. 

 
The President's tried to use his 

influence to affect the testimony of 
Michael Flynn, the retired general 
(now convicted felon) and former 
Trump National Security Advisor who 
lied to the FBI about Russian 
Contacts. 

 
On December 1, 2017, Michael Flynn 

pleaded guilty to making false state-
ments to the FBI regarding his contacts 
with Russians. 

On December 15, 2017, the President 
responded to a press inquiry about 
whether he was considering a pardon for 
Flynn by saying, "I don't want to talk 
about pardons for Michael Flynn yet. 
We'll see what happens. Let's see. I can 
say this: When you look at what's gone 
on with the FBI and with the Justice 
Department, people are very, very 
angry." 

After Michael Flynn withdrew from a 
joint defense agreement with the 
President and began cooperating with 
the government following his indict-
ment for lying to the FBI about Russian 
contacts, the President's personal coun-
sel left a message for Flynn's attorneys 
reminding them of the President 's warm 
feelings toward Flynn, which he said 
"still remains," and asking for a "heads 
up" if Flynn knew "information that 
implicates the President." 

When Flynn's counsel reiterated that 
Flynn could no longer share information 
pursuant to a joint defense agreement, 
the President's personal counsel said he 
would make sure that the President 
knew that Flynn 's actions reflected 
"hostility" toward the President. 

With regard to Flynn, the President 
sent private and public messages to 
Flynn encouraging him to stay strong 
and conveying that the President still 
cared about him before Flynn began to 
cooperate with the government. That 
sequence of events could have had the 
potential to affect Flynn's decision to 
cooperate, as well as the extent of that 
cooperation. 

 
The President's tried to use his 

influence to affect the testimony of 
Paul Manafort, his former campaign 
manger, and now convicted felon. 

 
On October 27, 2017, a grand jury 

indicted Paul Manafort and former 
deputy campaign manager Richard 
Gates on multiple felony counts. The 
charges alleged criminal conduct that 
began as early as 2005 and continued 
through 2018. 

During Manafort's prosecution and 

while the jury in his criminal trial was 
deliberating, the President praised 
Manafort in public, said that he was 
being treated unfairly, and declined to 
rule out a pardon. 

In January 2018, Manafort told Gates 
that he had talked to the President's per-
sonal counsel and they were "going to 
take care of us." 

Manafort told Gates it was stupid to 
enter a plea, saying that he had been in 
touch with the President's personal 
counsel and repeating that they should 
"sit tight " and "we'll be taken care of." 
Gates asked Manafort outright if anyone 
mentioned pardons and Manafort said 
no one used that word. 

On June 15, 2018, before a scheduled 
court hearing on whether Manafort's bail 
should be revoked based on new charges 
that Manafort had tampered with wit-
nesses while out on bail, the President 
told the press, “I feel badly about a lot of 
them because I think a lot of it is very 
unfair.” 

Immediately following the revocation 
of Manafort’s bail, the President’s per-
sonal lawyer, Rudolph Giuliani, gave a 
series of interviews in which he raised 
the possibility of a pardon for Manafort. 

Giuliani told the New York Daily 
News that "when the whole thing is 
over, things might get cleaned up with 
some presidential pardons.” Giuliani 
also said in an interview that, although 
the President should not pardon anyone 
while the Special Counsel's investiga-
tion was ongoing, "when the investiga-
tion is concluded, he’s kind of on his 
own, right?" 

Giuliani rejected the suggestion that 
his and the President's comments could 
signal to defendants that they should not 
cooperate in a criminal prosecution 
because a pardon might follow, saying 
the comments were “certainly not 
intended that way." 

On September 14, 2018, Manafort 
pleaded guilty to charges in the District 
of Columbia and signed a plea agree-
ment that required him to cooperate with 
investigators. 

On November 26, 2018, the Special 
Counsel's Office disclosed in a public 
court filing that Manafort had breached 
his plea agreement by lying about multi-
ple subjects. 

 There is evidence that the President's 
actions had the potential to influence 
Manafort's decision whether to cooper-
ate with the government. The President 
and his personal counsel made repeated 
statements suggesting that a pardon was 
a possibility for Manafort, while also 
making it clear that the President did not 
want Manafort to "flip" and cooperate 
with the government. 

 
The president threatened his former 

lawyer Michael Cohen to influence his 
testimony. 

 
The President's conduct toward 

Michael Cohen, a former Trump 
Organization executive, changed from 
praise for Cohen when he falsely mini-
mized the President's involvement in the 
Trump Tower Moscow project, to casti-
gation of Cohen when he became a 
cooperating witness in the Mueller 
investigation. 

From September 2015 to June 2016, 
Cohen had pursued the Trump Tower 
Moscow project on behalf of the Trump 
Organization and had briefed candidate 
Trump on the project numerous times, 
including discussing whether Trump 
should travel to Russia to advance the 
deal. 

In 2017, Cohen provided false testi-
mony to Congress about the project, 
including stating that he had only 
briefed Trump on the project three times 
and never discussed travel to Russia 
with him, in an effort to adhere to a 
"party line" that Cohen subsequently 
said was developed to minimize the 
President's connections to Russia. 

While preparing for his congressional 
testimony, Cohen had extensive discus-
sions with the President's personal coun-
sel, who, according to Cohen, said that 
Cohen should "stay on message" and not 
contradict the President. 

Cohen recalled that the President's 
personal counsel reminded him that "the 
President loves you" and told him that if 
he stayed on message, the President had 
his back. 

Cohen said that his "agenda" in sub-
mitting a statement to Congress with 
false representations about the Trump 
Tower Moscow project was to minimize 
links between the project and the 
President, give the false impression that 
the project had ended before the first 
presidential primaries, and shut down 
further inquiry into Trump Tower 
Moscow, with the aim of limiting the 
ongoing Russia investigations. 

In January 2018, the media reported 
that Cohen had arranged a $130,000 
payment during the campaign to prevent 
a woman (Stephanie Clifford) from pub-
licly discussing an alleged sexual 
encounter she had with the President. 

Cohen later told investigators he 
believed he needed the power of the 
President to take care of him, so he 
needed to defend the President and stay 
on message. He also recalled speaking 
with the President's personal counsel 
about pardons after the searches of his 
home and office had occurred, at a time 
when the media had reported that par-
don discussions were occurring at the 
White House. 

On November 29, 2018, Cohen plead-
ed guilty to making false statements to 
Congress based on his statements about 
the Trump Tower Moscow project. 

Following this, the president’s state-
ments and behavior regarding Cohen 
changed drastically. 

The President Tweeted that Cohen 
was "a weak person. And by being 
weak, unlike other people that you 
watch-he is a weak person. And what 
he's trying to do is get a reduced sen-
tence. So he's lying about a project that 
everybody knew about. " 

In the weeks following Cohen's plea 
and agreement to provide assistance to 
the Mueller investigation, the President 
repeatedly implied that some members 
of Cohen's family were guilty of crimes. 

On January 23, 2019, Cohen post-
poned his congressional testimony, cit-
ing threats against his family. 

After Cohen began cooperating with 
the government in the summer of 2018, 
the President publicly criticized him, 
called him a "rat," and suggested that his 
family members had committed crimes. 

In analyzing the President's intent in 
his actions toward Cohen as a potential 
witness, there is evidence that could 
support the inference that the President 
intended to discourage Cohen from 
cooperating with the government 
because Cohen's information would 
shed adverse light on the President's 
campaign-period conduct and state-
ments. 

The President's statements insinuating 
that members of Cohen 's family com-
mitted crimes after Cohen began coop-
erating with the government could be 
viewed as an effort to retaliate against 
Cohen and chill further testimony 
adverse to the President by Cohen or 
others. 

 
Stay tuned for the thrilling  
conclusion to this series! 
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A longtime resident of Fullerton, Margaret 
Lindstrom, died August 4. She was born 
March 23, 1925 in Michigan to Della and 
Walter Leiphart. She 
married her devoted 
husband William R. 
Lindstrom on August 
12, 1943 within only a 
few short weeks of 
meeting! Her older 
brother said the mar-
riage would never last 
but she died 8 days shy 
of her 76th wedding 
anniversary. 

The couple had three 
children: William J. 
Lindstrom; Joanne M. 
Knittle, and Charlene 
M. Alfaro; 8 grandchil-
dren and 8 great-grand-
children. 

Margaret was meticulous about homemak-
ing and was a great cook. When she was 
newly married, during World War II, one of 

her husband’s Navy buddies was homesick 
for his mother’s spaghetti. Margaret prepared 
the recipe and their guest wept as the dish 

was exactly as his mother 
had made it. 

Margaret loved to quilt 
and had a natural flair for 
design and color. She 
enjoyed sewing, painting, 
and traveling with her hus-
band. Margaret and Bill 
moved to Morningside 
Retirement Community in 
2010, where they enjoyed 
social events with many 
new friends. She will be 
missed by all. 

Services were held at St. 
Juliana’s Catholic Church 
with Vigil and Rosary on 
Sept. 4th and Funeral Mass 
on the 5th. Internment at the 

Veteran’s Cemetery in Riverside took place 
Sept. 6th. Donations in her memory may be 
made to Saint Jude Foundation. 

Artist Mary Zarbano 
 
Local artist Mary Zarbano has died. She is survived by her hus-

band Ned Schultz, her daughter Jeannie Richardson, and her sister 
Virginia Barton and many friends. 

Mary was fortunate to live her passion which was art. She devot-
ed more than 75 years to creating masterful works of art and estab-
lishing herself as a well-known local artist.  

Her friend Paula Schilling is inviting the community to help 
honor Mary’s legacy in an open studio event at the Zarbano Studio, 
6840 Orangethorpe Avenue, Unit B, in Buena Park. The event will 
take place from 1pm to 5pm. Call Paula at 562-477-6916 with any 
questions. 

Forever  
From the moment I met you time stood still. 

It was as if the world stopped turning 
And we were the only two people in it.  

As time went on it showed me 
just how special our relationship would become.  

You were more than a friend,  
You were like a Sister and a Mother 

I loved you like no other.  
You meant so much to me...even more. 

And you will Always be forever.

Homeless People in Orange County 
who died in August 2019 

May they rest in peace. (source: OC Coroner’s Office) 

Johannes (Hans) H. 
Bletterman passed away on 
September 8 at age 85 after an 
extended illness.  

Born on February 5, 1934 in 
Jakarta, Indonesia, he was a 
longtime resident of Fullerton, 
where he and his wife of 56 
years, Ina raised their son and 
daughter.  

Hans worked at The Gas 
Company and was very active in volunteer 
service, both in the community and with his 
church.  

He was a soccer coach for the 
Fullerton Rangers, originator/ser-
vant at the Good Samaritan 
Center, and volunteer coordinator 
for the Thanksgiving feast at 
Maple Elementary for many 
years.  

He is survived by his wife Ina, 
their daughter Christina and son 
Hans (daughter-in-law Faith), and 
three grandchildren, Luke, 

Bethany, and Joy. A memorial service will be 
held at 2pm at the First Evangelical Free 
Church of Fullerton on October 5, 2019.  

Margaret Lindstrom 

Johannes (Hans) H. Bletterman 

Above: Mary in her studio creating art.

August 1: 
Dimas Romero (Garden Grove) 

August 2: 
David Harris (Anaheim) 

Alejandro Martinez (Buena Park)  
August 3: 

Rafael Morales (Anaheim)  
August 4: 

Sandra Vanzant (Westminster)  
August 5: 

Michael Yarbrough (Newport Beach) 
August 6:  

Steven Schofer (Westminster)  
August 9:  

Frankie Tellez  (Garden Grove)  
August 12: 

Jason Bowen (Newport Beach) 
August 13: 

Donald Lofton (Fullerton)  
 

August 17: 
Timothy Manning (Orange)  
Ernest Parra Jr. (Santa Ana)  

Brian Swan (Orange) 
Andrew Braff (Santa Ana) 

August 18: 
Sean Vittorio (Huntington Beach)  

August 26 
Carlos Aguilar (Stanton) 

August 27 
Vicente De Leon (Garden Grove)   

Derek Wilson (Dana Point) 
August 30 

Patrick Hill (Costa Mesa)  
 

* Two others, Andrea Skelton and 
Michelle White don’t appear  

on the OC Coroner’s list but may have 
died homeless, without fixed abode, in 

OC in August as well. 

2-1-1 Orange County, a nonprofit organization, 
offers a comprehensive information and referral system linking 
Orange County residents to community health and human serv-
ices and support. Callers seeking assistance can dial 2-1-1  (24 
hours-a-day) and be connected to a specialists with  access to a 
database with information on more than 2,000 government and 
nonprofit agencies representing thousands of specialized servic-
es, ranging from food and shelter to job placement and health 
care programs.
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The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To 
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide 
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable 
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10 for 50 words or less 
per issue. Payment is by check only.   The Observer assumes no liability for 
ads placed here. However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a 
service,  please let us know at (714) 525-6402.  Call City Hall at (714) 738-
6531 to inquire about business licenses. For contractor license verification go 
to the California State Contractor License Board website at  
www.cslb.ca.gov.       

ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“ANIMAL CLUES”  

on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019 

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS  
Call (714) 525-6402

HOME REPAIR
LICENSED HOME SERVICES 

Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors, 
Patio Covers, Fences, Gates   

CSLB #744432.   
Free estimates (714) 272-8702 

 

CITY JOB OPENINGS 
(updated Sept 9, 2019) 

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and 
click on the “How Do I” tab and then 
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on 
the “Apply” link or visit Fullerton City 
Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth Ave. 

•Police Officer (Lateral)  
$6,046-$7,716/mo. Full Time.  
Must be Academy Trained 
•Police Cadet (25 hrs per week) 
$12.50-$14/hr Part Time No Benefits. 
•Community Services Leader 
$12:75-$13.25/hr no benefits/temp 
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker 
$12-$13/hr No Benefits/Temporary

PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise 
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

EMPLOYMENT

WANT TO BUY
Wanted: OLDER ENGINEER-
ING & TECHNICAL BOOKS 

Engineering, physics, mathematics, 
electronics, aeronautics, welding, 

woodworking, HVAC, metalworking 
and other types of technical books pur-
chased. Large Collections (25+ books) 

Preferred. Please call Deborah  
(714) 528-8297 

FULLERTON ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT JOBS  

•Child Development Services  
Supervisor $6,431-$7,102.  
Deadline 9/26 at 4pm. 
•Bilingual Translator/Tech 

(Spanish)  
$21 - $27/hour. Deadline 9/26 at 4pm. 
•HVAC Tech $4,584-$5,864/month 
Deadline 9/23 at 4pm 
•Instructional Assistant $15-$20/hr 
Deadline 9/23 at 4pm 
•SDC Teacher Mild/Moderate  
Jr. High Certificated Salary 
Deadline 10/3 at 4pm 
•Playground Supervisor On Call 
Substitute $15.57/hr Deadline 9/26 
•School Bus Driver $20-$25/hr 
 Deadline 9/18 at 4pm 
•School Office Manager  
$4,934/month. Deadline 9/18 at 4pm 
And more. Apply at www.edjoin.org   

FULLERTON HIGH SCHOOL  
DISTRICT JOB OPENINGS  
•Head Varsity Track & Field Coach  
$3,870 stipend per season.  
Deadline 9/20 at 8am 
•Instructional Aide $17.44-$22.25/hr 
•Custodial & Grounds Worker 
  Substitute $20.24/hr 
•Vehicle Mechanic Sub $27.19/hr 
And more. Apply at www.edjoin.org   

(updated Sept 9, 2019) 

CHERRY & OAK 
FURNITURE  

Six-piece Kincaid cherrywood bed-
room set: Cal King 4-poster bed, triple 
dresser w/wing top mirror, highboy 
dresser, 2 night stands. Also 5-shelf oak 
bookcase (71" tall x 29" wide x 12" 
deep). Call Mike at (714) 598-8995 or 
email mhent112@att.net 

FOR SALE

BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,  
Fullerton, CA 92832 

714-879-5868 x5  www.michellegottlieb.com

        INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE  & FAMILY THERAPY 
MICHELLE  GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT  

Finding What Makes You Happy
When we ask someone how they 

are and they respond with, “Gosh, 
actually things are not good,” we then 
inquire about what happened, what 
made things bad. However, when we 
ask that same question, and response 
is, “I am happy; life is good!” we just 
let that go. We rarely explore what is 
making someone happy. It is impor-
tant that we know why we are happy, 
what created that dynamic within us. 
The most important reason why we 
need to do so is so that we can re-cre-
ate those dynamics when we are not 
feeling so good!  We often spend a 
great deal of time exploring why we 
are unhappy. But what if we spent an 
equal amount of time of exploring 

why we are happy? Imagine the dif-
ference in our lives if we knew, with 
some detail, what makes us happy, 
joyous, at peace? Then, when we 
have had bad days, we can pull that 
list out and begin to put those activi-
ties or actions into play. Rather than 
dwelling in the negatives, we can stay 
in the positives. This is not to say that 
there are not things in our lives that 
do not need to be worked on or fixed, 
but that there is more to our lives than 
those negative things. We need to be 
able to see ourselves and our lives 
more three dimensionally. 

As you continue your journey, 
notice what causes you grief. But also 
notice what creates joy! 

The current West Nile virus risk rating 
for Orange County is Elevated. So far, a 
Tustin woman is the only human diag-
nosed with the virus. But, as of 
September 9, twenty-five dead birds 
tested positive for the virus (Anaheim-1, 
Buena Park-1, Cypress-2, Fullerton-13, 
Huntington Beach-3, La Palma-1, and 
Tustin-4). 

There have also been 47 positive 
results found in mosquitos (up from 19 
on 8/23). Positive mosquito samples 
have been found in Anaheim-23, Buena 
Park-25, Fullerton-12, Cypress-1, 
Garden Grove-4, Lake Forest-1, La 
Palma-2, Orange-12, Santa Ana-3, 
Stanton-7, Tustin-3, and Westminster-1.  

Protect yourself and your family and 
neighbors by eliminating any standing 

water around your home (mosquitos can 
breed in less than a capful of water), also 
secure screens, and wear repellant con-
taining DEET, Picaridin, Oil of Lemon 
Eucalyptus, or IR 3535.  

Symptoms of WNV infection vary. Up 
to 20 percent of people who become 
infected will display symptoms for a 
few days to several weeks. About 1 in 
150 people will develop serious neuro-
logical effects which may be permanent, 
and WNV can be fatal.  

Report unusual numbers of mosqui-
toes or dead birds by contacting the 
Orange County Mosquito and Vector 
Control District at (714) 971- 2421 or 
(949) 654-2421, or visit 
www.ocvector.org for more information 
and updates.

13 West Nile Virus Bird Deaths in Fullerton

An Alternative Hedge
by Penny Hlavac 

 
With our increasingly hot summers it 

may be time to consider alternatives to 
the old hedge standbys such as Indian 
Hawthorn (Rhaphiolepis indica) and 
Privet (Ligustrum). One such possibili-
ty, Pink Flowering Sumac (Rhus lentii), 
is hard to find but well worth the effort. 

Impressed one spring by clusters of 
vibrant dark pink flowers and soft grey-
green leaves on a Pink Flowering Sumac 
I saw in the Baja section of the Fullerton 
Arboretum, I found one at a Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic Garden fall plant 
sale. After six years it has reached  seven 
feet high and nine feet wide. Flowers 

cover the plant in spring but do not look 
messy after they die. Occasionally small 
fruits are formed. It is very drought tol-
erant and I have had no problems with 
pests, disease or sun damage. (Two sum-
mers ago scorched leaves could be seen 
all over town on Indian Hawthorn 
hedges.) 

I don’t grow mine as a formal hedge 
but don’t see why it could not be as it is 
very amenable to clipping. A hedge of 
its larger and better known relative 
Lemonade Berry (Rhus integrifolia) 
planted at the Santa Barbara Botanic 
Garden in the 1940’s has been main-
tained to this day at four feet high by 
three feet wide. 

Visit www.fullertonobserver.com 
to see how you can advertise your 

goods or services!
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FULLERTON, RAIL TOWN PART 7: 
History of Amtrak, Part 1: The federal government’s 

involvement with railroads, from the Civil War to WW2 
by Brian Yanity 

 
The previous article in this series 

introduced Amtrak as the federally-
owned national passenger railroad 
which serves Fullerton. To understand 
the present and future of Amtrak, it is 
important to look at the history of how it 
was created, as well as the historic rela-
tionship between the U.S. government 
and the railroads.  A question often 
asked is, why should the federal govern-
ment be in the passenger railroad busi-
ness? Amtrak is in fact part of a long tra-
dition of the U.S. federal government 
being directly involved with railroads. 
When it was created in 1971 as a gov-
ernment-owned corporation, the private 
sector was no longer interested in run-
ning intercity passenger trains. 

Like road and air trans-
portation infrastructure, 
railroads are a national 
asset vital to the economy 
and security of the nation. 
Unlike in most of the 
world, most U.S. railroad 
infrastructure is privately 
owned, while almost all 
roads and airports are pub-
licly owned. However, 
since the middle of the 
19th century the U.S. fed-
eral government has peri-
odically stepped in to sup-
port or intervene in the 
railroad industry (ostensi-
bly) for the national interest. Price-
gouging and delays to shipments of vital 
war supplies at the outset of the Civil 
War led the U.S. Congress to pass the 
Railways and Telegraph Act of 1862. 
This wartime legislation authorized the 
government’s U.S. Military Railroad to 
take over the operation of any railway of 
military or strategic value, build new 
lines, and control freight movement. 

When the transcontinental railroads 
marched across the West after the Civil 
War, the U.S. government gave them 
generous subsidies in the form of mil-
lions of acres of free land grants (much 
of which was stolen from Native 
Americans). In addition, government-
backed low-interest bonds were issued 
to finance construction. In the century 
and a half since then, the railroad com-
panies have continued to enjoy certain 
special privileges in federal interstate 
commerce law, which largely shields 
them from the legal ability of local and 
state governments to impose regulations 

on railroad operations and right-of-
ways. However, for the past century 
government subsidies and policies have 
heavily favored road and air transporta-
tion, and continue to do so. In recent 
years, the federal government’s com-
bined annual budget for mass transit and 
rail (of which Amtrak is part) is about a 
quarter of the combined amount of fed-
eral spending supporting road and air 
transportation. Amtrak’s annual subsidy 
of around $1.5 billion represents less 
than 2% of overall federal transportation 
spending. 

Business cycles of boom and bust 
have characterized the U.S. rail industry 
since the 1800s, and the federal govern-
ment has occasionally intervened to 
save the railroads from financial col-
lapse. For example, one sixth of the 

national rail network was in 
a state of bankruptcy as the 
nation entered World War I, 
with much of the track and 
facilities poorly maintained 
and falling apart. This was 
despite the fact that in 1916, 
98% of intercity travelers in 
the U.S. went by rail, with 
most of the remaining 2% 
by inland waterways. At the 
time, automobiles and air-
planes were still in their 
infancy. The war effort 
required an efficient and 
reliable transportation sys-
tem to move massive quan-

tities of freight and passengers across to 
the country to seaports. So in 1918, 
Congress passed the Railway 
Administration Act, which effectively 
nationalized the railroads by putting 
them under government control during 
the war. The act created the U.S. 
Railroad Administration, which intro-
duced a standardized national passenger 
ticketing system, and used federal dol-
lars (the equivalent of over $15 billion in 
today’s money) to quickly upgrade facil-
ities, conduct repairs and deferred main-
tenance, and purchase new (and stan-
dardized) rail cars and locomotives. 

The U.S. Railroad Administration had 
the power to shut down or consolidate 
redundant, competing rail services con-
sidered wasteful during wartime short-
ages. The Santa Fe’s notable “first-
class” pair of overnight San Diego-LA-
San Francisco trains which stopped in 
Fullerton, the Angel and the Saint, were 
terminated by the government in 1918 
under this policy. Incidentally, this fed-

 
Amtrak is part 

of a long  
tradition of the 
U.S. federal  
government 

being directly 
involved with  

railroads. 

United States Military Railroad 4-4-0 locomotive W.H. Whiton (built by William 
Mason in 1862) in January 1865, with Abraham Lincoln's presidential car,  

which later was used as his funeral car. 

eral policy also resulted in preventing 
the expansion of the Pacific Electric 
(PE) Railway from Fullerton to 
Anaheim. This would have been roughly 
the same route that OCTA studied 
recently for a light rail line down the 
Harbor Boulevard corridor. As described 
by Stephen Donaldson and William 
Myers in their 1989 book Rails through 
the Orange Groves: 

 
“That the P.E. did intend to push con-

struction south from Fullerton is appar-
ent from the fact that parcels of land for 
right of way were purchased. 
Unfortunately, when the P.E. did ask the 
California Railroad Commission for 
permission to complete the line south 
from Fullerton to Anaheim, the applica-
tion was rejected. The Commission’s 
decision, handed down on March 9, 
1918, stated that it was unfair to permit 
the P.E. to build this extension at a time 
when the nation’s steam railroads were 
under control of Federal managers (the 
United States Railroad Administration), 
and unable, because of wartime man-
power and materials shortages, to build 
new lines themselves.” (The Pacific 
Electric itself was not under Federal 
control, although its parent, the 
Southern Pacific, was.) 

 
The period after World War I saw the 

rise of competition from airplanes, 
buses, cars and trucks. The federal, state 
and local governments began supporting 
these new modes of transportation by 
building roads and airports. The U.S. 
Bureau of Roads started building a 
national paved highway network, and 
eventually became the Federal Highway 
Administration that constructed the 
Interstate highway system.  Meanwhile 
the national Civil Aeronautics Board, 
later succeeded by the Federal Aviation 

Administration, began providing air-
traffic control and support of air naviga-
tion and airport infrastructure. The rail-
roads saw a boost in business during 
World War II, but the heavy shipping 
demands of wartime put severe strains 
on rail infrastructure and equipment. 
The nation’s rail workforce was also 
pushed to the limit, culminating in the 
1946 national railroad strike. 

In the postwar period, U.S. railroad 
companies were becoming increasingly 
financially strained.  Revenues were 
regulated by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission (ICC), which was created 
in 1887 as a federal response to the con-
centrated economic power of the big 
railroads and their ‘robber baron’-era 
abuses such as monopolistic price-goug-
ing. By the 20th century however, the 
ICC rate regulation hobbled the rail-
roads’ ability to compete with other 
modes by restricting the investment 
needed for maintenance, new infrastruc-
ture and rolling stock upgrades. The bur-
geoning automobile, bus, aviation and 
trucking industries did not have to oper-
ate under nearly as much regulatory con-
straints on their revenues.  At the same 
time, these competing modes of trans-
portation were having their extensive 
infrastructure constructed by the gov-
ernment, and the use of this infrastruc-
ture heavily subsidized (especially so 
for trucking). 

Special thanks to Thomas White of 
VTD Rail Consulting for providing his-
torical information and review of this 
article. 

 
The next article in this series, in an 

upcoming issue of the Fullerton 
Observer, will look at the story of the 
decline of railroads after World War II 
and the creation of Amtrak. 


