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Council Approves “Safe Parking” Program  
for People Living in Vehicles

Six-Story Hotel 
Proposed for 
Downtown 

Transportation Center

Walk to School Day: Laguna Road Elementary School participated in the 2019 International Walk to School Day on 
October 4. Kindergarten Teacher Ms. Casey Smith arrives on campus as a butterfly with her student “caterpillars.”  

Photo by Omar Siddiqui. 

Continued on page 5

by Jesse La Tour 
 
Fullerton City Council voted 3-2 

(Whitaker and Fitzgerald “no”) to 
approve a six-month temporary “Safe 
Parking” program to allow for limited 
overnight parking for people experienc-
ing homelessness and/or families who 
currently dwell in their vehicles, at their 
October 1 meeting. 

This would be the first program of its 
kind in Orange County. 

According to the 2019 Point In Time 
Count, the City of Fullerton has an esti-
mated 308 unsheltered homeless people 
on any given night, a portion of whom 
are living in vehicles. The exact number 
of people living in vehicles is not 
known, but estimates provided by the 

City’s Homeless Liaison Officers and 
Homeless Resources Coordinator places 
the number between 30 and 50 vehicles. 

In Fullerton, the majority of the public 
parking areas and streets are designated 
by ordinances that disallow overnight 
vehicle parking and parking in private 
parking lots without property owner 
authorization. As a result, people living 
in their vehicles must move repeatedly 
or face the risk of citations and towing. 
The lack of safety and stability for indi-
viduals living in their vehicles hinders 
their path back to self-sufficiency, 
employment, and housing. 

City Staff has reached out to service 
providers to gauge interest in adminis-
tering the safe parking program. Based 
on these discussions, the Illumination 

Foundation is currently the only known 
provider that is interested in administer-
ing this temporary program in Fullerton. 

 

Jennifer Lee from the US Census 
Bureau discussed the upcoming 2020 US 
census at the October 1 Fullerton City 
Council meeting. 

April 1, 2020 is the official census day.  
“The census is upon us. According to 

Article 1, Section 2 of our US 
Constitution, we are to count every resi-
dent living in the United States. All resi-
dents means everyone. Everyone, includ-
ing citizens, non-citizens, documented 
and undocumented,” Lee said. “Census 
data are critical and are used as a standard 
to apportion more than $675 billion annu-
ally, which funds vital programs such as 

our roads, schools, first responders, WIC 
programs, etc. It is planned nationally, but 
it happens at a very local level…it’s the 
cornerstone of our democracy.” 

Census data are also used to re-draw 
lines of congressional districts.  

Lee sought to dispel any misinforma-
tion regarding the census. No one (citizen 
and non-citizen) needs to fear answering 
census questions because all respondent 
information is 100% confidential and 
protected by law according to Title 13 of 
the US Code. 

PREPARING FOR THE 2020 CENSUS

by Terry Hendricks 
 
Parkwest General Contractors has 

submitted applications to develop a 127-
room 6-story hotel on the property locat-
ed at the southeast corner of Santa Fe 
and Pomona Avenues in the Fullerton 
Transportation Center. A public meeting 
will be held to inform attendees about 
this planned development on October 14 
at the Fullerton Public Library, 353 W. 
Commonwealth, at 6pm. 

The project includes an adjacent 4.5-
level parking structure, which provides 
the required replacement public parking 
as well as parking for the hotel. The site 
would be developed under a Disposition 
and Development Agreement with the 
city and includes certain public benefits. 
Following completion of the required 
environmental review, the project will 
proceed through announced public hear-
ings before the Planning Commission 
and City Council in 2020. 

Questions should be directed to 
Heather Allen with the Community 
Development Department by phone or 
email at (714) 738-6884, or 
heather@ci.fullerton.ca.us. 

Continued on page 5
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MAGOSKI ARTS 
COLONY 

RECOGNIZED

by Jesse La Tour 
 
The Magoski Arts Colony in Fullerton 

was awarded the Dr. James Young Arts 
Legacy Award at The Muckenthaler 
Cultural Center on Sept 26. 

The Arts Colony began in the fall of 
2010 as a unique independent art venue 
in downtown Fullerton. It started as a 
collaborative venture between 
Hibbleton Gallery, PAS Gallery, and 
Violethour Studio. 

The Colony was housed in a renovated 
historic warehouse on Santa Fe Avenue 
owned by Pete Magoski, father of 
Michael Magoski (owner of Violethour 
Studio). The goal was to create an 
immersive multi-gallery art experience 
under one roof. 

The Colony opened its doors in 
October 2010 to great success. A com-
mon reaction to the newly-
created Magoski Arts 
Colony was, “I can’t 
believe this exists in 
Fullerton.” Art in Fullerton 
has ebbed and flowed over 
the years, with high points 
in the 1960s (with the birth 
of A Night in Fullerton) 
and the 1980s (with Sarah 
Bain Gallery, Edge 
Gallery, and more). By the 
mid-2000s, downtown 
Fullerton had become pri-
marily a bar destination, 
with little art happening, 
save the excellent 
Fullerton Museum Center. 

The same year that saw the birth of the 
Art Colony also saw the birth of the 
Downtown Fullerton Art Walk—a grass-
roots coalition of businesses and gal-
leries that hosted art shows throughout 
downtown Fullerton on the first Friday 
of every month. 

Over time, the Magoski Arts Colony 
and the Fullerton Museum Center 
became the north and south hubs of the 
Downtown Fullerton Art Walk, with 
many excellent venues in between 
(some now gone, some remain) such as 
Out of Vogue, Blanquel Popular Art, 
Roadkill Ranch, Lolo: a Boutique, and 
more. At its peak, there were over 30 
participating venues. 

As the Art Walk grew organically, so 
did the Magoski Arts Colony. New gal-
leries and studios opened in the large 
warehouse including Stephan Baxter’s 
Egan Gallery, Esther Jacks’ Apero 

Gallery, and individual studios for such 
amazing artists as Valerie Lewis, 
Leanne Sergeant, Paul Tran, Oscar 
Arroyo, and more. 

And then suddenly in October 2018, 
everything stopped when 
the colony failed a rou-
tine fire inspection and 
was cited for numerous 
city code violations.  

This was surprising 
because the Art Colony 
had, by this point, been 
open for eight years and 
had passed numerous fire 
inspections. Additionally, 
city council members, 
city employees, and even 
state-elected officials had 
enjoyed its many free art 
exhibits over the years. 

It remains to be seen 
whether the Magoski 

Arts Colony will re-open. The cost to 
bring the building up to code has thus 
far been prohibitive.  

In the meantime, the many artists and 
curators of the Magoski Arts Colony 
continue to show their work at various 
other venues of the Downtown 
Fullerton Art Walk. 

On November 1, for the Art Walk, 
Hibbleton Gallery will be hosting a 
group show at FLDWRK downtown 
featuring many former “colonists” 
Melinda Hagman, Esther Jacks, Myra 
Bryan, Scot Bryan, Leanne Sergeant.  

 
Remembrances by  

Magoski Arts Colonists: 
 
Myra Bryan: “I remember Monday 

movie nights, how much those movies 
touched me. I still miss those days. I 

 
 

A common  
reaction to  
visiting the 

Magoski Arts 
Colony was,  

“I can’t believe 
this exists in 
Fullerton.”

Members of the Magoski Arts Colony, along with friends, family and supporters. Photo by Bob Jensen.

remember poetry writing with Michael, 
Esther, and Dave in Michael's small 
trailer. I remember developing film in 
the pitch dark bathroom with Kristy and 
Michael—so much laughter. Most of all 
I remember the energy that lived at the 
colony, of creation, friendship, and of 
family. The importance of the colony 
was it made the city complete with the 
idea of all its citizens’ par-
ticipation. 

Esther Jacks: “My best 
memories entail moments 
of impromptu poetry col-
laborations, group conver-
sations about the impor-
tance of art and its inte-
gration into our daily lives 
and personal interactions 
and trips with like-minded 
friends. The Colony will 
forever be an important 
facet of my life and 
growth as an artist and 
human being. The connec-
tions and relationships 
that came from being part 
of the Colony has impacted who I am as 
a person, even how I perceive the world 
around me. I feel like the Colony was a 
gift. A gift that required nothing in 
return except that I be true to my expres-
sion. It is hard to find that in this world 
and I feel extraordinarily lucky and 
blessed to have been a recipient of that 
kind of love.” 

Ricardo Gonsalves: “The Magoski 
Arts Colony was more than a collection 
of art studios, it was a site where we 
could all experience true freedom of 
expression. This was very important to 
the community as an ongoing stream of 
creative inspiration and hope. This was 
especially true when we were all hit with 

negative events like the death of Kelly 
Thomas. It was also the center of posi-
tive energy with workshops for young 
writers and many other events. The 
Colony sustained the spirit of communi-
ty for the citizens of Fullerton. We need 
the return of this marvelous thing.” 

Anna Hansen: The Colony was 
important to me because it was where I 

first considered myself an 
artist. Not an art student, 
or learning to become an 
artist. I was there. I had 
made it. And it was with 
the help of each person 
who worked and created 
there, each event that was 
held to invite the commu-
nity to be connected there. 
But more than anything, I 
think the Colony was 
important because it was a 
place that allowed for the 
access of art like none I 
have ever seen.  

The Colony welcomed 
everyone and gave back to 

its community the regular experience of 
art, film, poetry, writing, music, all 
forms of creative expression.  

The Colony enriched the community 
in ways that no high rise apartment com-
plex or shopping strip ever could. Its 
most spectacular accomplishment was 
being a space where everyone was a part 
of creating an experience of connection 
and expansion of awareness through the 
Arts. That kind of space is invaluable. It 
is that kind of space that keeps a com-
munity alive and connected and thriving 
with new ideas and possibilities; a place 
to create and celebrate, to grieve and 
heal, to grow and love.” 

 

 
 

“The Colony  
will forever be  
an important 

facet of my life  
and growth as  
an artist and 

human being.” 
 

—Esther Jacks

Exterior of the Magoski Arts Colony on Santa Fe Ave.



FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 3MID OCTOBER 2019 LOCAL AND REGIONAL NEWS

University of California  
Declares Climate Emergency

by Carolyn McMillan 
 
The University of California has 

joined forces with more than 7,000 col-
leges and universities around the globe 
to declare a climate emergency and 
commit to urgent action to address the 
crisis. 

UC President Janet Napolitano and all 
10 UC chancellors have signed a climate 
emergency declaration letter that recog-
nizes “the need for a drastic societal 
shift to combat the growing threat of cli-
mate change.” 

In signing the declaration, UC leaders 
agreed to a three-point plan that includes 
increasing action-oriented climate 
research; expanding education and out-
reach on environmental and sustainabil-
ity issues; and achieving climate neu-
trality, a goal UC expects to achieve by 
2025, five years ahead of the declara-
tion’s pledge. 

“We have a moral responsibility to 
take swift action on climate change,” 
said UC President Napolitano. “This 
declaration reaffirms UC’s commitment 
to addressing one of the greatest existen-
tial threats of our time. It’s important 
that universities speak with one voice 
about the urgency of the climate crisis 
and that we work together to find solu-
tions.” 

The move came as people around the 
world were expected to take to the 
streets for a global climate strike on 

Sept. 20, with the United Nations 2019 
Global Climate Summit shortly after, on 
Sept. 23. Nations at the summit were 
asked to present their concrete plans for 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 
45 percent over the next decade, reach-
ing net-zero emissions by 2050. 

The climate emergency declaration 
has been signed by education institu-
tions on six continents in an unprece-
dented show of unity. The effort was 
organized by the Alliance for 
Sustainability Leadership in Education, 
known as EAUC, a U.S.-based higher 
education climate action organization; 
Second Nature; and the U.N. 
Environment’s Youth and Education 
Alliance. 

“What we teach shapes the future. We 
welcome this commitment from univer-
sities to go climate neutral by 2030 and 
to scale-up their efforts on campus,” 
said Inger Andersen, executive director 
of UN Environment in a press release. 
“Young people are increasingly at the 
forefront of calls for more action on cli-
mate and environmental challenges. 
Initiatives which directly involve the 
youth in this critical work are a valuable 
contribution to achieving environmental 
sustainability.” 

Organizers expect that by the end of 
the year, when the United Nations meets 
in Santiago, Chile for COP 25, more 
than 10,000 educational institutions will 
have signed on. 

Mayor’s Monthly  
Community Meeting by Jane Rands 

 Mayor Jesus Silva and his guest, 
Fullerton City Manager Ken Domer, 
spoke with residents at an October 3 
“Community Update” at the Fullerton 
Community Center. The major topics 
included paid parking, homelessness, 
and the poor condition of Fullerton’s 
roads. Mayor Silva facilitated the meet-
ing in Spanish and English, translating 
questions and responses between the 
two languages. 

 
Downtown Paid Parking 

 
On July 18 Fullerton began a 90-day 

pilot program to charge $5 for parking at 
9 downtown parking lots Thursday 
through Saturday between 9pm and 
1am. Domer said the hours were select-
ed to not deter people coming down-
town to have dinner, but to “capture 
costs from bar patrons” for maintenance 
and cleanup and for the 
police to “keep order.” 

Employees take up 70% 
of the main parking lots, 
according to Domer. “Next 
step” he said is to “ensure 
employees park a little fur-
ther away.” Silva said resi-
dents are not complaining 
about people parking on 
neighborhood streets to 
avoid paying for parking, 
and restaurants are not see-
ing an impact. The 
Spaghetti Factory, howev-
er, has added free parking 
through an “app” for diners 
who arrive between 9 and 
10pm. 

The contracted parking franchise uses 
2 license plate readers purchased by the 
Fullerton police department to “know 
who is there” before 9pm. Those who 
arrive after 9pm and do not pay using 
the smart phone “app” or an on-site 
kiosk receive a parking ticket. About 
$6,000 has been collected in parking 
fees each week but that has not been 
enough to cover the initial costs of the 
parking program, so the city extended 
the program to 6 months. 

Silva said that they intend to continue 
paid parking to fund a Business 
Improvement District (BID) to “reduce 
the General Fund subsidy for redoing 
parking lots,” to maintain sidewalks, to 
replace the lighting in the trees on 
Harbor, and to “reimburse for police” 
who have to respond to crimes at night 
clubs. When asked about businesses 
having their own security, Silva 
responded that they can use the BID to 
hire additional security. He said that 
Huntington Beach has a good BID that 
hires security and pays for day porters, 
but not for paving the streets. 

 
Homelessness 

 
An audience member noted that some 

of the people living on the sidewalk on 
Gilbert are now staying on Valencia. 
Domer explained that when the city 
power washes the sidewalks, the 
campers are temporarily moved to 
Valencia. He hadn’t realized that some 
people were not moving back to Gilbert. 

Silva explained, “If there is not a bed 
(available for a homeless person) we 
cannot enforce the anti-camping law.” 
He also said that there has to be a place 
for people with disabilities. Fullerton is 
in the North Service Planning Area that 
is collectively opening shelters in Buena 
Park, Placentia, and Fullerton. Silva 

explained that the Fullerton shelter will 
provide “recuperative services” for peo-
ple who would otherwise frequently use 
emergency room services. 

He said the shelters should be “up and 
running” by the end of the year and reit-
erated that police will “enforce anti-
camping ordinances.”  

Mayor Silva’s wife, Assemblyperson 
Sharon Quirk-Silva added, “If some-
body wanted a bed today, there is 
Bridges in Anaheim [and the Armory is 
opening in 2 weeks].” She acknowl-
edged that transitional living places 
have rules that participants may not 
want to follow, such as the exclusion of 
pets. She added, “Shelters are trying to 
be better at understanding reasons why 
people may or may not want to go 
there.” 

Domer said that sometime after the 
Armory opens on 
October 15 they hope to 
add a place for people to 
store personal belong-
ings that they cannot 
bring inside as well as a 
kennel for animals. 

Silva explained that 
City Council had recent-
ly agreed to develop a 
safe parking program 
and the City Manager 
has the authority to iden-
tify a location. He said 
they are working with 3 
Catholic churches in the 
area and a non-profit 
called the Illumination 
Foundation to provide 
services free of charge. 

There will also be social service workers 
on site for 2 to 3 hours a night. 

The city has an $80,000 budget from 
the low to moderate-income housing 
fund that will be used to provide lights 
and fencing, portable toilets, handwash-
ing stations, and 12 hours of security. 

Silva said there will be limitations on 
participants of the safe parking program. 
The driver has to have a license and 
insurance. “It can’t be a free for all,” he 
added. “People are going to want to 
camp and stay there, but it is meant to be 
a short term solution for people who are 
one paycheck away from (getting into) a 
home.” 

Domer said that the people participat-
ing in the safe parking program will not 
have “in and out privileges” and they 
will be put onto a list for coordinated 
housing. He also said that people, such 
as those living in RVs, who are “service 
resistant” and “don’t want our help” will 
not be allowed. 

There was confirmation that the state 
has allotted funds to open a portion of 
Fairview in Costa Mesa for people with 
mental health issues. Domer also said 
that the Orange County Sheriff is trying 
to change the law so that a person who 
is arrested won’t lose their medical ben-
efits while in jail so they can receive 
services while being incarcerated. 

Domer explained that there are 3 
recently-opened affordable housing 
complexes, of which some provide per-
manent support using Mental Health 
Services Act funding. He said that they 
“don’t have money now” because 
Fullerton is “distracted by emergency 
shelters” and money that should have 
gone to affordable housing is now going 
to shelters. 

An audience member asked where 
they could get a list of low-income 
housing in Fullerton. Domer said it was 

 
 

The city intends 
to continue paid 
parking to fund  

a Business 
Improvement 

District to reduce 
the General Fund 

subsidy for  
downtown costs.

available online or from the 3rd floor at 
City Hall. But then Silva reminded them 
that the housing is full. 

Patricia Hanzo, a member of the 
Community Development Citizens 
Committee that recommends how the 
city should spend Community 
Development Block Grant funds from 
Housing and Urban Development, asked 
why Fullerton didn’t require 2% of 
housing as Community Priced Units for 
fire, police, and teachers to be able to 
live locally. Silva responded that he had 
asked for that when he was first elected 
in 2016 but no one else on the council 
supported the idea. 

Domer suggested density bonuses in 
exchange for providing some affordable 
units for projects like Red Oak currently 
being built on Commonwealth. 

 
Streets 

 
Silva said he decided to have the 

Infrastructure and Natural Resources 
Advisory Committee (INRAC) study 

the roads along with all other infrastruc-
ture assets in the city. INRAC member 
Arnel Dino said that the committee will 
be done with their asset review “no later 
than January” when they will begin dis-
cussing revenue options for the roads. 

Domer discussed road repair funding 
options such as a sales tax, a parcel tax, 
or a gas tax bond to City Council in July 
2018. He said, “Our roads are the worst 
in Orange County” with a $250 million 
backlog of repairs. He attributed the 
deficit to the city “choosing to be mostly 
residential,” being very old, having full 
water, police, and fire services, and 
police and fire pensions that are “stran-
gling us.” 

Silva said he wants a “comprehensive 
review” and he is “asking residents for 
their top needs and wants” to know that 
“what we hear at the dais is accurate.” 
He said he would “love to start working 
on a sales tax.” 

Mayor Silva’s next event will be on 
the first Thursday of November.

Mayor Jesus Silva answers a resident’s question. Photo by Patricia Hanzo.
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The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video  

of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.   
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 

Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES 
10/1/19

Closed Session 
Before every public city council meeting, there is a “closed session” in which 

council meets with various parties to discuss items outside view of the public. 
During this closed session, Council met with staff to discuss negotiations with the 
city’s employee unions (police, fire, general) regarding salaries, benefits and work-
ing conditions. Council also met with legal council regarding a lawsuit against the 
city of Fullerton: Lucretia et at v. City of Fullerton et al. 

Public Comments

October Proclaimed  
Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

Mark Lee, CEO of the Women’s Transitional Living Center (WTLC) in Fullerton 
received a proclamation from the city recognizing October 2019 as Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month. “This proclamation recognizes that every one of our 
residents deserves to live a life free from violence and abuse,” Mayor Silva said. 
“We pledge to ensure that victims of domestic violence know they are not alone, and 
that our community is here to support survivors of domestic violence, as they coura-
geously move forward to full and healthy lives…Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month provides an excellent opportunity for everyone in our community to learn 
more about preventing domestic violence and to show support for the numerous 
organizations and individuals providing critical advocacy, services, and assistance 
to its victims.” 

Rancho La Paz: Todd Harrison, a 
resident of Rancho La Paz mobile home 
park in Fullerton said that the lease he 
and others recently received from the 
park’s new owner [John Saunders] is “a 
bloated pile of one-sided bad faith claus-
es.” He said that multiple attorneys who 
have read it have confirmed that it is a 
bad lease. Another resident of Rancho 
La Paz expressed concern that there are 
sections of the lease that imply that 
Saunders may change the park from 
“senior” to “all ages” which could have 
negative consequences for the park’s 
senior residents. For more information 
on the lease see analysis on p. 5. 

Our Urban Forest: Jensen Hallstrom 
gave a short assessment on the condition 
of our urban forest, noting that a mas-
sive limb from a hazardous pine tree 
growing near the Hunt Branch Library 
recently fell. He also cited problems 
with the city’s pruning of thousands of 
Chinese elm trees. Hallstrom has called 
for a re-evalation of the city’s Urban 
Forest Management Plan (which has not 
been updated in decades) as well as a 
Tree Practices Manual for the city’s con-
tracted tree trimmers, West Coast 
Arborists. Director of Public Works 
Meg McWade said that her department 
plans to bring the urban forest manage-
ment plan before council for discussion 
in either late October or early 
November.  

Mosquitos: A resident said where she 
lives there are a lot of mosquitos around 
Highland and Baker St. and she wants 
something done about that. City manag-
er Domer urged residents who see mos-
quitos to contact Orange County Vector 
Control (www.ocvector.org). 

Fullerton College Stadium: Stephen 
T. Blount, who serves on the North 
Orange County Community College 
District board of trustees spoke against 

the “unnecessary construction of the 
proposed stadium at Fullerton College. 
“There are better alternative locations 
for the team to play, and $6 million 
could be spent more wisely on more 
urgent priorities than a football stadi-
um,” Blount said. 

Fullerton Transportation Center: 
Curtis Gamble asked what is happening 
at the Fullerton Transportation Center, 
as the bus depot has been fenced off. 
City manager Domer said that Orange 
County Transportation Authority 
(OCTA) is upgrading their bus terminal. 
There is information posted at the depot 
as to where the buses will be docking. 
Visit www.octa.net for more informa-
tion.  

Homelessness: Donna Whitman of 
OC United spoke of concerns of resi-
dents who live around the Gilbert home-
less encampment, citing bad behavior of 
the homeless. Kitty Jaramillo noted that 
Fullerton’s former Homeless Resource 
manager has recently left, and suggested 
that code enforcement could cite home-
less individuals for encroaching onto 
public sidewalks. City manager Domer 
explained that due to legal constraints 
[Martin v. Boise and Orange County 
Catholic Worker v. County of Orange], 
until the two new shelters (located in 
Buena Park and Placentia) open, the city 
cannot enforce the camping on the side-
walks ban. He said the city is also look-
ing into finding another shelter location 
in Fullerton. 

Councilmember Zahra suggested 
reaching out to local churches to see if 
the city can find partners who are will-
ing to shelter people. 

Councilmember Whitaker said he is 
concerned that the homeless encamp-
ments in the city violate Americans With 
Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements 
and could open the city up to lawsuits.

Ellis Chang named 
City Treasurer

City Council voted to appoint Ellis 
Chang as our City Treasurer, replacing 
Acting City Treasurer Kenneth A. 
Domer. The City Treasurer is a key posi-
tion whose office is responsible for the 
receipt and disbursement of all city 
funds, the management of the city's 
$100 million investment portfolio and 
the reporting of investment activity to 
the City Council. 

$500,000 Towards a Homeless 
Facility in Fullerton

On October 8, Fullerton City Council 
held a special meeting and approved a 
financial commitment up to $500,000 to 
the Illumination Foundation (4-0, 
Council Member Whitaker absent) for 
construction of a recouperative care 
facility.  

According to City Manager Domer, 
The $500,000 is not General Fund 
money but part of the remaining balance 
left over from the former 
redevelopment Low and 
Moderate Income Housing 
Fund.  

Under Assembly Bill 346 
(Daly) passed in the last 
Legislative session, a city 
can expend up to $250,000 
a year related to homeless 
activities.  

The City will make an 
inter-fund loan so that it 
remains within the 
$250,000 cap by paying 
back the fund $100,000 a 
year for the next five years.  

A recuperative care center is a facility 
that when a homeless person is dis-
charged from the emergency room, they 
are not discharged back to the street, but 
are discharged there, where they can get 
special services to help get them off the 
street. 

Staff was asked to bring back a mem-
orandum of understanding and addition-
al information for the identified property 
at the November 5 City Council 
Meeting.  

At their Oct 1 meeting, Council voted 
4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to make changes to 
the Fullerton Municipal Code  pertain-
ing to homeless shelters (also called 
“navigation centers”) to make it easier 
to build a permanent year-round shelter 
in Fullerton (currently there is none). 

The purpose of the proposed amend-
ments is to facilitate development of a 
multi-service, or navigation, center for 
homeless in Fullerton with a goal of 

accommodating a portion of the 308 
unsheltered individuals identified in the 
2019 Point in Time Count.  

The Emergency Shelter Overlay Zone 
encompasses approximately 221 acres 
of land (72 properties) in southeast 
Fullerton (mainly industrial areas) 
where homeless shelters are permitted 
“by right” (not requiring a conditional 
use permit). Although this overlay zone 

has been in effect for nearly 
four years, there are no shel-
ters nor have there been any 
requests to build them. 

On July 2, City Council 
declared a “shelter crisis” and 
provided direction to seek 
state and federal funding to 
lessen the incidence of home-
lessness. The number of peo-
ple experiencing homeless-
ness has continued to increase 
not only locally but also in 
California and nationwide.  

Within the City of Fullerton, 
the number of unsheltered people has 
doubled to over 300 since the Point in 
Time Count of 2017.  

The city participates in regional col-
laboration efforts, partnering with 12 
other North Orange County cities. That 
will result in the development of two 
homeless navigation centers in Buena 
Park and Placentia with a total of 250 
beds serving the North Orange County 
homeless population. 

On August 20 City Council expressed 
its intent to partner with the Illumination 
Foundation to establish a new naviga-
tion center that also provides recupera-
tive care services, which provides care 
for homeless patients after a hospital 
stay or emergency room care.  

Both Mayor Silva and Mayor Protem 
Fitzgerald supported the changes, but 
also stressed that the city needs to work 
toward developing more long-term solu-
tions to homelessness, such as perma-
nent supportive housing. 

2019 Treasurer’s Report

New City Treasurer Ellis Chang gave a report on our city’s financial position for 
the final quarter of fiscal year 2019-2020. The final audited Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report will be presented to the Council in November / December 2019. 

Agenda Forecast 
The next Fullerton City Council meet-

ing is Tuesday, October 15. Agenda 
items include: resolution of intention 
applicable to commercial cannabis, min-
imum standards for commercial aero-
nautical operations, license agreement 
with Raytheon Company, Tank Farm 
Stock Pile Rock Crushing, Water Valve 
Replacement, Graffiti Contract Award, 
Airport Terminal Building Expansion, 
City Manager Amended and Restated 
Employment Agreement.

 
 

The number 
of homeless 
people  in 

Fullerton has 
doubled to  

over 300 
 since 2017.

Mark Lee (at center), CEO of the Women’s Transitional Living Center (WTLC) in 
Fullerton receives a proclamation from City Council.
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“Safe Parking” Program

Proposed Components of the Safe 
Parking Program: 

 
A “Safe Parking Lot,” which provides 

individuals a safe place to park each 
night, restroom access, a security guard 
and, most importantly, social service 
resources to get people into other pro-
grams and/or permanent housing. This 
can provide early intervention to redi-
rect the paths of homeless homeless. 

1. Hours. The recommended safe 
parking program hours will be from 
6:30p.m. to 6:30a.m. 
seven-days a week. 

2. Sanitation. Restroom 
facilities will be provided 
on-site and will be main-
tained in clean and work-
ing condition. 

3. Case Management. 
Service needs will be 
identified and case man-
agement will be provided 
by the program operator 
with the intent of provid-
ing more services for the 
vehicle dweller(s) to  get 
them into other programs 
and/or housing. 

4. Insurance. Insurance 
provisions and require-
ments for both the program operator and 
property owner will be required. In addi-
tion, each vehicle dweller is required to 
have their own motor vehicle insurance, 
driver’s license and vehicle registration. 

5. Security. On-site security guards 
(12-hours per day) will monitor and 
secure the lot and help enforce hours of 
use as determined by the program. 

6. Vandalism/Screening. On-site 
security, along with oversight by the 
selected service provider and strategic 
lighting will be utilized to deter vandal-
ism. Additionally, all participants will be 

screened as part of the intake process 
which will include an agreement to 
adhere to the rules and regulations for 
the safe parking lot related to noise, 
camping, cooking, etc. 

7. Fullerton Vehicle Dweller 
Participation. As part of the screening 
process, priority will be given to partic-
ipants who are currently living in their 
vehicles in the City of Fullerton, who 
have shown historical ties to the City 
and who begin case management servic-
es. 

Preliminary cost esti-
mate is $75,000. 
Depending on the selected 
location, up to an addi-
tional $25,000 in site 
improvements (paving, 
lighting, fencing, land-
scaping) may be required. 

According to 
Community Development 
Director Matt Foulkes, the 
proposed program was 
based on “best practices” 
of other cities which cur-
rently have safe parking 
programs such as Santa 
Barbara, Los Angeles, and 
San Diego. 

“We’re very hopeful 
and we’re very optimistic about the 
opportunity for this program,” Jason 
Wofford, director of operations for the 
Illumination Foundation, said.  

This would be the first safe parking 
program administered by this local non-
profit. 

“I think this is a really good proposal,” 
Jose Trinidad Castaneda said. “Up to 50 
people could potentially be safe 
overnight.” 

“A couple of weeks ago, a young cou-
ple at the church I go to got up and 
essentially begged to the congregation 

to help them find a place to park their 
small van because they’ve recently lost 
their housing,” Harry Langenbacher 
said. “They do have jobs. They’re able 
to shower where they work. But they 
want a safe place to park. So, on their 
behalf, I want to ask you to implement 
this program.” 

Local homeless advocate Curtis 
Gamble, who is on the Continuum of 
Care board, which oversees funding for 
homeless services said, “I’m very happy 
about the safe parking. I think it will 
work. I think we’re doing something 
moving forward, helping out the home-
less.” 

“This has the possibility of working, 
and if we can see that it produces results 
of transitioning people who are just 
newly homeless, living in their cars—I 
think we ought to give it a chance,” 
council member Jan Flory said. 

Mayor Protem Jennifer Fitzgerald, 
who ultimately voted against the pro-
posal, said she would support the pro-

gram if it would allow Fullerton to 
enforce its anti-camping ordinances. 

Council Member Ahmad Zahra, who 
supported the program, said, “I’ve expe-
rienced living in my car as an early 
immigrant.” 

Councilmember Bruce Whitaker, who 
voted against the program, said he was 
concerned about the program “maybe 
attracting a great many people from a 
very wide area here.” He suggested local 
colleges create safe parking for their stu-
dents who are living in cars. 

Mayor Jesus Silva, who also teaches 
at Nicolas Jr. High, said “I have seen 
students living in cars and motorhomes. 
I’ve seen some of the struggles that 
these kids have, and the parents. So 
something like this might benefit 
them…I want to see this go forward.” 

The City Manager, working with staff 
and the Illumination Foundation, will 
work to obtain a location for the pro-
gram. Councilmember Zahra suggested 
the City Hall parking lot.

Continued from frontpage

LEGAL ANALYSIS OF RANCHO LA PAZ LEASE

I have reviewed hundreds of mobile-
home rental agreements in the last 30 
years, and the lease being offered to you 
is typical of many that I have seen.  I 
must say that it is one of the WORST 
agreements that I have seen.  Despite the 
fact that it does not contain any “pass 
through” [costs] the annual rent adjust-
ments are so high that it doesn’t have to 
in order to be onerous.   

Term: The longer the lease term, the 
longer any potential rent control ordi-
nance will not apply to that space, and 
the longer any bad terms in the lease will 
apply.  I usually would not recommend 
agreeing to a term for longer than 5 
years; this lease only offers 6 or 10 
years.   

Rent: Many leases tie rent increases 
to increases in inflation based on the 
Consumer Price Index (CPI).  This lease 
sets a fixed percentage amount for each 
annual increase in base rent.  There are 
pros and cons to this: for if inflation 
stays low, a guaranteed 7% annual 
increase will greatly favor the park 
owner.  

 If inflation were to rise, a 7% amount 
could be more favorable to the home-
owner.  Many of the 100 mobilehome 
rent stabilization ordinances (RSOs) 
existing throughout California use CPI 

to measure annual increases, and some 
contain a minimum “floor” and maxi-
mum “ceiling.”  Setting annual increases 
at 3% has proven to be more than ade-
quate to provide park owners with an 
adequate return on their investment.  
The 7%-19% annual increases here are 
simply exorbitant!  

Rent Increases on Turnover: These 
provisions allow a rent increase upon 
sale of the home.  This could be a large 
number, and will potentially devalue the 
seller’s equity by tens of thousands of 
dollars.  The rule of thumb is that for 
every $100 rent increases, equity 
decreases by $10,000.   This is a key 
protection found in RSOs, which is of 
course not currently available for 
Rancho La Paz homeowners.  Currently 
if you sell your home, rent can be 
increased to the buyer without limit. 

The park owner attempts to institute 
limited “phase in” protection by limiting 
the amount of increase for any pre-
October 1, 2021 sale.  This would only 
protect those already planning to sell, or 
who would decide to make a move prior 
to that date.  And, depending upon the 
then-current amount rent being paid, the 
protection might have little value.  9% 
isn’t insubstantial.  For any other trans-
actions, rent will be increased to the 

 
 

The program  
was based on 

“best practices”  
of other cities 

which currently 
have safe  

parking, such  
as Santa Barbara, 

Los Angeles,  
and San Diego. 

The following article includes highlights from a legal analysis was written by 
lawyer Bruce E. Stanton at the request of GSMOL, a group that advocates for the 
rights of mobile homeowners. It describes the new 70-plus page lease agreements 
given to Rancho La Paz mobile homeowners by the park’s new owner John 
Saunders. Mobile homeowners own their homes but must rent the space on which 
they sit.

Homeless advocate Curtis Gamble urges council to approve the  
safe parking program. Photo by Leigh White.

buyer based upon the park owner’s own 
created “turnover rent”.  This is tanta-
mount to unlimited vacancy decontrol, 
and essentially means that only pre-
October 1, 2021 resales would have 
minimum protection from a rent 
increase.  Buyers will be made to agree 
to an assignment of the rental agree-
ments, which will continue to keep the 
space out of rent control coverage.  
Much lower percentage limits would be 
preferable here. 

In combination these clauses create 
great potential/likelihood for large rent 
increases.  

The point here is that all of these sec-
tions need to be considered, and bal-
anced against the reality that, at present, 
there is no limitation on what the park 
owner can charge.  If an RSO is adopted 
it would likely limit pass through costs 
to those which can be proven after a 
hearing, and would often require that the 
park owner “open its books” to show 
that it is not getting enough $$ to earn a 
“fair return”.   

There is always hope. In Humboldt 
County the voters passed an RSO into 
law by ballot measure, and have 
obtained rent protection, after the 
County Board of Supervisors turned a 
“deaf ear” to mobilehome rent stabiliza-
tion. 

A separate “Agreements” section 
attached to the Lease deserves comment. 
This requires the resident to give up the 
right to a jury trial and arbitrate any dis-
putes, including a failure to maintain 
claim.  This could be a significant right, 
and should not be given up lightly, 

unless something is given in return.  I 
typically do not favor these clauses, and 
would only advise they be signed if 
there is no possibility of any infrastruc-
ture issues. 

Conclusion: Residents are giving up 
rent control protection for 6 or 10 years 
if they sign the lease, since any space 
that is subject to a long-term lease with 
a term greater than 12 months is exempt 
from rent control protection.  (Civil 
Code 798.17)   

If there is no chance that the City or 
voters will enact an Ordinance, then this 
lease is the only “certainty” that resi-
dents will have.  But it’s a horrible “cer-
tainty”.  Ultimately each resident needs 
to make an informed business decision 
and decide what is best for him or her.    

This lease was drafted by the park 
owner’s attorney to benefit the park 
owner.  I see nothing that is “illegal” on 
its face.  But the rent provisions are 
obviously very one-sided and favor the 
park owner.  

 If residents want better protection, 
they need to reject this offering and 
accept the 1-year term instead under 
798.17 (c) and then either (1) proceed 
with a formal request to the City Council 
to obtain ordinance coverage, and/or (2) 
organize a GSMOL Chapter or HOA 
team and negotiate what would hopeful-
ly be a more favorable long-term rental 
agreement.  

In my view, no resident who truly 
wishes to pursue RSO coverage should 
sign this Lease, but should instead give 
notice of the 798.17 (c) election and 
then get to work! 
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QUESTION:  
 

“This is right up your alley,  
where is it?”  

Send your answerto Mike at  
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

 
Last issue question:  

First correct answer for the last 
issue photo was given by Glenn 
Mitchell, and then Jessie Jaime let 
us know that not only were the 
seats from Dodger Stadium and that 
the location is Amerige Park, but 
also that they were donated to the 
Fullerton Pony League, plus they 
paid to get them installed. That part 
of the story I did not know, thanks 
readers!

Photo Quiz

CAPRI SHOES

HOTEL?
Back in 2008 I was involved in a proj-

ect with a good friend and business part-
ner that was going to bring a live concert 
venue, two restaurants, and an art 
gallery to the Transportation Center. 
When a client stepped in with a fourth 
floor boutique hotel plan we were get-
ting even closer to making it all happen. 
Many liked the original plan and when 
the hotel idea was floated, more came on 
board. Other plans were afoot, but the 
economy tanked and everything was put 
on hold. Is there a hotel in the offing 
now? 

By the time this issue is published we 
will know more about the October 14 
community meeting regarding a pro-
posed 127 room, 6-story hotel on the 
southeast corner of Santa Fe and 
Pomona Avenues. It includes a parking 
structure that will provide enough added 
parking to service the project and 
replace the existing public parking. We 
will have more info in the next issue, but 
if you want to check with the City of 
Fullerton before then, you can contact 
Heather Allen at 714 738-6884 or send 
an email to heathera@ci.fullerton.ca.us.  

Take a Walk on the Mild Side
How many times have you heard this- “There’s nothing but bars downtown.” First 

of all, not true, and if it were true, it would be “There ARE, not there IS” but every-
one seems to also make that mistake these days. A suggestion, next Saturday morn-
ing, make your way to The Night Owl; get a coffee, and something to eat, sit outside 
and soak up some downtown mojo with your java, tea, or other non-alcoholic bev-
erage of choice. Then, enjoy a walk around and take note of the many unique types 
of businesses your fellow Fullerton residents are operating downtown. They deserve 
your business, and if you notice just one place you have never been in before, this 
rant will have been worth it.  

Or, Walk on the Other Side
This time of year you can take a haunted walking tour of downtown and find out 

where the ghosts were, or maybe still are. You may have heard the stories about the 
Villa Ghost, which I heard first hand from good old Ernie Chapman. How about the 
spirits of the Plummer Auditorium, or Fullerton’s first female auto dealer? You may 
have heard the stories, but not quite like this. The next tours are October 16-18, then 
on October 23-25 and 29-30. Call the Museum Center at 714 738-6545 for details 
and to reserve your spot. Paranormal Open House at 5:30 pm, Walking Tours begin 
at 6pm. Don’t be afraid. Be very afraid.  

THE “JC”
Dancing across the room inside the 

Laguna Beach home of friends Susan 
and Carl  were the mesmerizing sounds 
of a beautifully played acoustic guitar, 
so I drifted over for a better listen, and 
lo and behold, it was Eric Henderson. 
Eric is a guitar virtuoso, trained by the 
master of the classical guitar, Andres 
Segovia. I had not seen him since he 
was in his teens; I believe he was play-
ing at the Plummer Auditorium, and 
after a few decades, here he was. His 
Dad was Jim Henderson, an inspira-
tional instructor at Fullerton Junior 
College as it was called back then. If not 
for Jim Henderson, I would not be writ-
ing this column, never would have got-
ten a job in broadcasting, headed the 
Downtown Business Association or 
spent years writing and producing radio 
and TV commercials. Like many before 

and after me, I was terrified of speaking 
in public when I took his speech class, 
and English Literature/Creative Writing 
classes after that, but he had the cure.  

As I’m sure many of you know, Jim 
was a fixture at FJC, and you may have 
also blossomed under his mentorship. 
He had a great gift of pulling students 
out of their shells and pointing them in 
the right direction, for helping them find 
their true passion and then inspiring 
them into putting everything into that 
passion, exactly as he did in his career. 
Sadly, Eric told me Jim has passed, and 
it seemed appropriate to honor one of 
the most impressive teachers we have 
ever had the privilege of having  here in 
Fullerton by at least mentioning him 
here. Thanks for everything sir, you 
were the best. 

During Jim’s time at FJC there were countless protests. This one (above right)  
was by student Richard Barsh who spent 26 hours atop the Hornet statue protest-

ing nuclear tests on an island off the coast of Canada in 1970.  
Jim was a Vietnam War draft counselor and helped many remain in college after 

they lost their 2S deferments because of the draft. 
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A Desert Survivor

Chuparosa (Justicia californica) 

by Penny Hlavac 
 
You may have noticed that many 

desert plants have no leaves at all (such 
as most cacti) or that when a desert plant 
has leaves they are relatively small. This 
helps the plant survive in a hot dry cli-
mate; small leaves lose less water 
through the pores (stomata) which open 
for gas exchange. Stems are often 
prominent and green. This sparse almost 
sculptural look is part of what makes a 
desert garden so interesting. 

Typical of the sparse small-leaved 
look is Chuparosa (Justicia californica) 
from southeastern California, southern 
Arizona, and northwestern Mexico. A 
hummingbird magnet, it blooms off and 
on for much of the year. Flowers are 

dark orange or yellow. Chuparosas with 
both color flowers can be found at the 
south end of the Fullerton Arboretum’s 
desert section. The yellow flowered 
form is a cultivar called ‘Tecate Gold.’ 

Justicia californica has a number of 
common names. “Chuparosa” is one of 
the Spanish names for hummingbird. It 
translates literally to “it sucks the rose.” 

There should be plenty of Chuparosas 
of both flower colors at the Arboretum’s 
native plant sale November 2 and 3, 
10am to 4pm. As with the Arboretum’s 
other large plant sales (including the 
popular spring Green Scene), members 
are allowed in early (9am)--one of many 
good reasons to buy an arboretum mem-
bership. 

OC Waste & Recycling Launches Website 
Designed to Help OC Residents Recycle Right
Recycling is important now more than 

ever, and we all need to do our part. To 
help, OC Waste & Recycling (OCWR) 
has launched OCRecycleGuide.com, a 
website designed as a resource to help 
the residents of Orange County recycle 
right and locate proper recycling facili-
ties. 

Residents now have access to a simple 
and easy-to-use website that explains 
where to bring recyclable or reusable 
items once they are no longer needed. 
OCRecycleGuide features a search bar 
to look for a specific item, access to city 

recycling contacts, information on local 
haulers and an A-Z list of recycling 
information. A PDF version is also 
available as a quick reference quide. 

“OCRecycleGuide is a valuable 
resource for OC residents and an essen-
tial tool in the dynamic recycling envi-
ronment,” OCWR Director Tom 
Koutroulis said. “We are very proud of 
the role this tool will play in OCWR’s 
recycling education efforts.” 

For more tips on waste management 
and recycling, follow OC Waste & 
Recycling on social media @OCWaste. 

ACROSS

1. “South Pacific” tune “___ Ha’i”
5. Stevie Wonder hit “___ Called 

to Say I Love You”
10. Crow cry
13. “Halt!” to a pirate
15. Island country near Sicily
16. Mr. Onassis
17. *Financial issue
19. Opposite of max.
20. *Off the hall area
21. Lead the way
23. Asner and Begley
24. Raggedy doll
25. South Beach and Atkins
27. Personal exchanges
31. Handed out
34. Shades
35. Angels, on the scoreboard
36. Inspiring LAUSD teacher Esquith

37. Baby beds
39. Visored cap
40. Morsel
41. Tibia
42. Twangy, as a voice
43. Vaccine to prevent 

bacterial infection
47. Get through to
48. US pol. comm.
49. D.C. summer clock setting
52. Calf-length skirts
54. *Online hilarity
56. Turkish title
57. *”Mister Ed” for example
60. French sea
61. Bar in court
62. Famous Broadway 

restaurant founder
63. “Raiders of the Lost ___”
64. Way up
65. Part of CBS, abbr.

DOWN

1. Swedish cartoon bear created in 1966
2. Steer clear of
3. Disney’s Fantasy and Frontier
4. “Now it’s clear”
5. George Jones song 

“___ Woman Man”
6. Lockheed Martin’s newest 

long-range air weapon, abbr.
7. Final, abbr.
8. ___ Jeanne d’Arc
9. Fixes on
10. Tank-like undergarments
11. Desertlike
12. Chardonnay or Malbec
14. Despot
18. Alpine sight
22. Bladder annoyance, abbr.
25. Slap on
26. Frosts, as a cake
27. Martinique, par exemple
28. Zoo heavyweight
29. California wine valley

30. Go yachting
31. Plummet
32. Deserve
33. Night, and what each word 

of the starred answers follows
37. Hosp. in Orange
38. Loaded
39. ___ Kan (pet food)
41. Shatters
42. Cheesy chips
44. ___ College in Anaheim
45. Heebie-jeebies
46. “Mad Money” network
49. Manicurist’s board
50. Senator Christopher 

and Mouseketeer  Jimmie
51. ___ out (sample)
52. Baby’s first word, maybe
53. Walt Disney CEO Bob
54. Caesars Palace 

card tournament, abbr.
55. Actress Thurman, et al
58. Düsseldorf direction
59. Hwy.

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019
“NIGHTLY” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling 714-870-2800 

 or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

October 7 FJUHSD Meeting

PTA Honors 
 
The October 7 FJUHSD Board meet-

ing began by honoring both of the dis-
trict’s PTA councils. La Habra PTA 
Council includes La Habra HS and 
Sonora HS, and Fullerton Council of 
PTAs includes Buena Park HS, 
Fullerton HS, La Vista/ La Sierra HS, 
Sunny Hills HS, and Troy HS. 

The PTA councils support school units 
and provide a respected arena for dia-
logue between parents and administra-
tion. Both councils represent literally 
thousands of parents, students and staff 
members that all work together to sup-
port every child in the district through 
community outreach, advocacy for chil-
dren’s education and wellbeing, and 
supporting local school programs 
through volunteer hours and funding. 

 
Parent Volunteers 

 
Sandi Layana, principal of La Vista 

and La Sierra HS honored Larry Houser, 
owner of Bourbon Street Restaurant in 
downtown Fullerton for restaurant 
internships that he offers to students in 
the adult transition program allowing 
them to gain training and work experi-
ence outside of the school environment. 
Mr. Houser gives generously to the stu-
dents in the district, hosting prom din-
ners to economically disadvantaged stu-
dents and the Mardi Gras for Autism 
benefits. 

Dr. Adam Bailey, principal of Sonora 
HS, acknowledged Kristian Barnet and 
Michelle as his outstanding parent vol-
unteers. These two alumni parents sup-
port the current parent community at 
Sonora HS by providing organizational 
and leader mentorship so that students 
enjoy a full high school experience. 

 
Public Comments 

 
Parents, alumni, and students from the 

La Habra HS Theater Program filled the 
board room to make comments concern-
ing the recent removal of Theater pro-
gram teacher Brian Johnson. 

The gathering was similar to other 
incidents when a teacher or coach is 
removed and parents and students wish 
to make sure that the Trustees hear about 
the incredible impact these professionals 

make in their lives. It is frustrating for 
the speakers because the Brown Act pro-
hibits trustees from commenting on any 
non-agendized items brought up during 
public comments. I strongly commend 
President Joann Fawley for her compas-
sionate explanation of these legal 
boundaries to all speakers before public 
comments began and to all the trustees 
for showing a high level of respect to the 
commenters by maintaining eye contact, 
respectful body language and allowing 
them to finish their statements even 
when they went over the 3 minute allot-
ments by a few seconds. 

That made the unfortunately familiar 
story of disrespect shown to the parents 
who contacted the administration con-
cerning this matter all the more distaste-
ful. LHHS parent and LH Theater Guild 
Director Christine Logan expressed how 
awful it felt to be “treated like a crimi-
nal” by Asst. Supr. of Human Resources 
Ed Atkinson and so harshly spoken to by 
Superintendent Dr. Scott Scambray. 
Later her 20 year-old son, Wyatt Logan, 
reprimanded the Superintendent, saying 
to him “man to man, you owe my moth-
er an apology”. Mr. Johnson’s removal 
remained a mystery even with today’s 
social media fueling rumor and specula-
tion, but various parent comments indi-
cated that Chad Freeman, principal of 
La Habra HS, held student and parent 
information meetings disclosing what he 
is allowed to share. 

The trustees and administration must 
follow the law when there is a credible 
report of inappropriate actions made 
against students, whatever the ultimate 
outcome reveals. The laws provide for 
confidentiality and due process, but lis-
tening to the heartfelt pleas of how 
impactful a single person can have on so 
many lives and the speedy communica-
tion made possible by social media, 
these rules that were created to protect 
students are now causing even more 
trauma. At the very least, after hearing 
once again of how disrespectful and bul-
lying members of this administration 
treated parents now and in the past, the 
Superintendent and the Asst. 
Superintendent of Human Resources 
should spend time training to gain more 
productive and compassionate commu-

nication skills. Administrators oversee 
the education and wellbeing our most 
precious commodity, our children, 
which will always present highly emo-
tionally charged situations, and if they 
can’t keep a respectful and compassion-
ate dialogue during these stressful situa-
tions then maybe this job is not the best 
fit for these people. 

Troy teachers Lore Flavell and Glenn 
Madrid reminded the trustees of the 
board promise to mitigate the side 
effects from faulty construc-
tion practices from previous 
asbestos removal. The 
Board promised, but has not 
delivered the proper staff 
health scans and has not 
allowed staff to participate 
in environmental inspec-
tions of the high school. Mr. 
Madrid is the widower of 
Troy teacher Dorey Madrid, 
who passed last year of 
breast cancer. Ms. Flavell 
also expressed concern 
about the long-term effects 
of the herbicide Round-Up 
on students and staff. 

Nolina Beauchamp, 
Buena Park HS teacher 
spoke representing the Gay-Straight 
Alliance student groups throughout the 
district. By supporting companies like 
Chick-Fil-A, that blatantly stand against 
equal rights for the LGBTQ population, 
the district contributes to creating an 
unsafe environment for FJUHSD stu-
dent populations that identify and stand 
beside the LGBTQ students.  

 

New Bond Project 
Presentation 

 
The Principals from all school sites 

presented project wish lists for the pro-
posed additional FJUHSD bond. Trustee 
Buchi later commented that the perfect-
ly valid and noteworthy projects need to 
stand up to the 20-year test that justifies 
a bond project. Bond projects take 20-30 

years for the tax payers to pay for, so the 
projects should last at least that long. 
She requested the revised list be sent to 
the trustees before the board vote to 
move forward with the new Bond meas-
ure. 

The principals thanked the Board for 
current Bond “I” projects, both complet-
ed and under construction: La Habra 
Theater, Fullerton stadium, library mod-
ernizations, gymnasium moderniza-
tions, Sonora Gymnasium, Sunny Hills 

and Troy Aquatics 
Complexes, Buena Park 
Stadium and Aquatics com-
plex, and science classroom 
upgrades. 

Here are some highlights 
of the projects presented. 
FUHS wants to expand its 
projected new Gymnasium 
into a sports complex com-
plete with a 45 meter pool, 
Buena Park wants a second 
gymnasium and new locker 
rooms, La Habra wants to 
modernize the sloping quad 
area, La Vista and La Sierra 
would like to be a part of 
this new bond with an 
upgrade of the current 

library and outdoor athletic areas. 
Sonora would like a new pool, an out-
door amphitheater, and artificial turf. 
Troy wants a Band room expansion, 
new restrooms, new buildings to accom-
modate Dance, Choir, Engineering and 
Cyber programs. Every comprehensive 
high school site wants a new coat of 
paint and updated windows. The 
Plummer theater needs significant 
updating.  

The lists sounded like a giant mix of 
deferred maintenance projects and sub-
stantial construction projects, so it will 
be interesting to see the next pared down 
version to present to voters who are just 
starting to pay on Bond “I” that the high 
school district is still spending. 

Next Board meeting October 17 at 
6pm. 

Fullerton Sister City Jr. Ambassadors Recognized  
 
Mayor Silva presented certificates of recognition to representatives of the 

Fullerton Sister City Junior Ambassadors programat the October 1 Fullerton City 
Council Meeting. These students are selected from Fullerton schools each year to 
visit our sister cities in Japan, Korea, and Mexico. Students are selected for overall 
leadership skills and student involvement. The Junior Ambassadors recently repre-
sented Fullerton in Fukui, Japan.  

 
 

Many filled  
the board  

room to make  
comments 
about the 

removal of  
theater  

teacher Brian 
Johnson. 
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LET’S CELEBRATE!
by Alexandria Kim

WHAT’S TRENDING? by Irene Sheen

The Great Shakeout
October 17
by Francine Vudoti

Everyone, not just students, is invited to join the
Great Shakeout on October, 17, Thursday, 10:17 a.m.
It is a global earthquake drill that is held on the third
Thursday each October. This year, 9 million people in
California have registered to participate according to
shakeout.org. This may seem like a lot of people, but  this
is only one-fourth of California’s population.  

We need to encourage our parents and other family
members to  participate to be sure that we know  exact-
ly what to do when an earthquake happens.  

The last time we experienced an earthquake, my mom didn't know exactly what to
do.  She grabbed me and we ran towards the closet. Later, she asked me if I knew what
to do and  I explained to her the drop-cover-hold procedure which I learned from
school. She said it never occurred to her that I would know better than she does.  

Many of us may think that we are prepared for The  Big One.  However,  it can be
confusing due to some misleading information we might have.   Below is a list of steps
to take when an earthquake happens as recommended by federal, state, local emergency
management experts and rescue teams (shakeout.org):

1.  DROP, COVER, HOLD. Many injuries in previous earthquakes were found to
be caused by falling or flying objects.  If inside a building, do not run across the room.
Instead, one should drop to the knees and bend over to protect major organs of the
body.  If a table or desk is nearby, crawl under  and hold on to it so you can move with
it if it moves.  Cover the head and neck with the other arm.  If there is no shelter, stay
close to the inner wall, away from the windows or bookshelves, cover the head and neck
with both arms.  

2.  If outdoors, find a clear spot away from buildings, trees, streetlights, and power-
lines.  Drop to the knees, bend over and cover the head and neck with both arms.

3.  If driving in a car, SLOW DOWN and  make sure that you have stopped in a
safe place, preferably at the curb, AVOID power lines, and DO NOT leave your car
until the earthquake has stopped.

4.  At the beach, COLLECT important belongings, and MOVE to higher ground,
as earthquakes can produce tsunamis.

5,  If in an elevator and it stops operating, LIE DOWN on the floor, COVER your
head with your hands, WAIT until the elevator starts working again, and GET OUT
on the next floor and use the stairs to reach a safe location.

6.  If in bed, STAY in bed and PROTECT your head with a pillow and lie face down.
If there is anything above your bed that can fall on your head, then relocate to a safe
place.  

1)  Doorways: Many think that heading
to the doorway when an earthquake
occurs is the safest thing to do.    On the
contrary - doorways can injure when
doors swing violently during earthquakes,
so it is advised that you drop, cover, and
hold.

2)  The "triangle of life" theory sug-
gests that people should seek cover near
solid items that will provide protective
space should a building collapse.  It is not
recommended by federal, state or local
emergency management experts and res-
cue teams because it is  difficult to identi-
fy the solid items that match the "triangle
of life" criteria because items tend to move
around during earthquakes.  Also, in the
U.S.  most injuries and deaths are caused
by falling objects and not by collapsing
buildings because most buildings comply
with modern building standards. 

3)  Dogs and other animals have been
said to be able to sense when an earth-
quake is about to happen, but animal
behaviors  are not consistent  and their
behavior may not always be connected to
an earthquake.

4)  Earthquakes can be predicted -some
people think- through weather condi-
tions.  This is not true. In fact, earth-
quakes occur too far beneath the ground
to be affected by weather from the surface
and they can happen anytime.

EARTHQUAKE DRILLS

Since the next big earthquake can hap-
pen anytime, it is important to participate
in earthquake drills like the Great
Shakeout because it increases our readi-
ness to react quickly and correctly.  

No one wants a repeat of the 1906 San
Francisco earthquake with “over 700 offi-
cial deaths (although modern calculations
estimate it to be  3,000), or the Great
Chilean earthquake with a death toll of
5,000, or hundreds of other people killed
in Japan and the Philippines by the
tsunamis that occurred after the earth-
quakes.  

Since parents and other family members
might not know about the drill,  please
share this information with everyone.  A
couple of minutes of practice can save
lives in a second.

Below are some MISCONCEPTIONS regarding earthquakes.

1. Scream (1996)
director: Wes Craven

2. Psycho (1960)
director: Alfred Hitchcock

3. Rosemary’s Baby (1968)
director: Roman Polanski

4. The Silence of the Lambs (1991)
director: Jonathan Demme

5. The Exorcist (1973)
director: William Friedkin

6. The Conjuring (2013)
director: James Wan

7. Get Out (2017)
director: Jordan Peele

8. IT (2017)
director: Andrés Muschietti

9. IT Chapter Two (2019
director: Andrés Muschietti

10. A Quiet Place (2018)
director: John Krasinski

Halloween Movie Nights:  
Top Ten Horror Films

What’s better than celebrating Halloween, chilling on the
couch with a bowl of popcorn or candy and watching a spine-chilling horror
movie? One of America’s most beloved holidays is, yes you guessed it, Halloween! 

Halloween actually has a long history, and in fact, it dates back to the Ancient
Celtic festival of Samhain. People would wear costumes and gather around a bon-
fire, simply to ward off ghosts. All Saints Day was soon adopted by the Catholic
religion in the eighth century, and the holiday then evolved to what we know
nowadays as Halloween.

With this spooky season right around the corner, people are getting ready their
costumes, decorations, and candies to get in the mood. While, trick-or-treating is
the most classic way to celebrate Halloween, we certainly cannot forget about the
scary tales to be told on this spooky day. 

Below are the top 10 horror films to look out for on Halloween. 

If you’re a fan of spine-chilling, jaw-gaping horror films, these movies are
meant just for you. Sit back and relax, and certainly, get ready for a scare!

https://www.history.com/topics/halloween/history-of-halloween
https://mentalfloss.com/article/503102/10-best-horror-movies-all-time

Global Cat Day Oct 16

Have you ever seen a stray cat, a cat
in a shelter, or one in a pet store? All
these cats need homes. Many cats are
abandoned and treated unfairly. Global
Cat Day, on October 16, was made to
recognize this.

The holiday was started in 2011 by
Alley Cat Allies and until 2016 was
known as Feral Cat Day. The cat advo-
cacy group wanted to encourage people
to be educated, engaged and empow-
ered to defend cats. However, you can
help cats today, even without adopting
them.

If you already have a cat, you can get
them spayed or neutered. This can help
protect cats from diseases and prevent
overpopulation of uncared for kittens.
You can also inform others about this
holiday and encourage them to take
part in it. Finally, you can set up events,

such as workshops, food drives, or
fundraisers. 

Cats are trusty companions and
adorable best friends. It is our job to
take care of them, provide homes, and
defend them however we can.

For information on adopting cats
and other pets visit OC Animal Care at
1630 Victory Road, Tustin 92486, or at
www.ocpetinfo.com or reach them by
phone at (714) 935-6848.

Learn more about this holiday by 
visiting the following websites:

https://www.alleycat.org/category/
our-work/global-cat-day/

https://nationaldaycalendar.com/
national-feral-cat-day-october-16/

https://nationaltoday.com/global-cat-day/
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FULLERTON HOSTS 2019 STEEL WHEEL CONFERENCE  
OF RAIL PASSENGER ASSOCIATION

by Brian Yanity 
 
On September 28, over 50 rail transportation 

advocates from around the state gathered for the 
annual 2019 Steel Wheels Conference of the Rail 
Passenger Association of California and Nevada 
(RailPAC) at the Fullerton Old Spaghetti Factory 
(the former Union Pacific depot).  

RailPAC promotes the devel-
opment of a modern, sustain-
able, environmentally-friendly 
passenger rail system through 
education of the public and gov-
ernment officials.  Fullerton city 
council member Ahmad Zahra, 
whose district includes the train 
station, welcomed the attendees 
and described the role of Santa 
Fe Railway in the establishment 
of Fullerton.  Zahra said, “We 
are trying to improve public 
transportation, and part of it is 
looking at our trains, and our 
train station... We want to 
encourage people to ride trains 
more.”  He emphasized the role 
of local government in improving the passen-
gers’ experience at the train station with adequate 
pedestrian infrastructure and connecting bus 
service.  

Carrie Schindler. Director of Transit and Rail at 
San Bernardino County Transportation Authority, 
gave a presentation on the ‘Arrow,’ a 9-mile pas-
senger rail line under construction between 

Redlands and San Bernardino, scheduled to start 
running in 2022. The Arrow will start with three 
new diesel-powered small ‘multiple-unit’ trains, 
along with one experimental hydrogen-powered 
train made by Swiss manufacturer Stadler Rail.  

Rick Meade, Senior Executive Officer – 
Program Management at the LA Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, gave a presentation on 

the 13 large-scale rail transit 
projects in Los Angeles County 
planned to be completed before the 
2028 Olympics. Cleve 
Cleveland, Department Manager for 
Orange County Streetcar Operations 
for OCTA, spoke about the construc-
tion of the OC Streetcar project, 
which is now under construction 
between Santa Ana and Garden 
Grove. Expected to begin operations 
in 2022, the OC Streetcar will be the 
first electric rail transit system to run 
in Orange County since the last 
Pacific Electric “Red Car” to Santa 
Ana ran in 1950.  

RailPAC president Steve Roberts 
described efforts by rail passenger 

advocates in different states collaborating on sav-
ing the nation’s long distance trains, such as the 
Southwest Chief which stops in Fullerton, from 
cancellation by Amtrak management. Congress 
continues to provide funding for Amtrak long-
distance trains, despite opposition from the 
Trump administration. Roberts and former 
RailPAC president Paul Dyson also gave updates 

on the LOSSAN (or Pacific 
Surfliner) corridor rail Los 
Angeles-San Diego services 
which serve Fullerton. Over 
the next year, the number of 
daily Amtrak Surfliner trains 

which stop in Fullerton will 
increase to 13, up from 12 cur-
rently, and several more 
Fullerton-LA daily trains on 
Metrolink will be added. 

Cleve Cleveland of OCTA describing the OC Streetcar project. 

Positive Report on Arboretum
by Fran Colwell 

President, Friends of the  
Fullerton Arboretum 

 
I am pleased to bring you an update on 

the Cal State Fullerton (CSUF) Campus 
Master Plan (CMP) and the Fullerton 
Arboretum.  On September 10, the 
Board of Directors of the Friends of the 
Fullerton Arboretum met with President 
Framroze Virjee along with Chris 
Swarat, Associate VP of Extension and 
International Programs (which includes 
the Arboretum) and Arboretum Director 
Greg Dyment.  This was a very positive 
meeting for the future of the Arboretum.  
President Virjee presented a summary of 
the newly released ‘Preferred Option’ of 
the CSUF Campus Master Plan.  You 
may find this information at the CMP 
web site: masterplan.fullerton.edu. 

 To summarize, the Friends heard that 
there are no impacts to the Fullerton 
Arboretum during this CMP.  The 
Arboretum is now celebrating its 40th 

anniversary.  It is a beloved and valuable 
part of the campus.  President Virjee 
stressed that the Arboretum will not be 
demolished, nor will student housing or 
parking structures reside inside the 
Arboretum.  There will be no conference 
center, student wellness center or his-
toric loops winding through the gardens.  
The Arboretum collections will remain 
intact and the boundary untouched. 

 In the preferred option of the CMP, 
the Arboretum received approval for up 
to 100,000 square feet of buildings to 
replace the aging Oak Hall offices and 
the maintenance/storage building, all 
within the existing developed footprint.  
The fenced Arboretum boundary will be 
more welcoming to students.  A new 
research greenhouse and herbarium, 
which were included in the Arboretum’s 
own Strategic Plan, are now included in 
the CMP.  These new facilities include 
lab space and a classroom which will 
compliment research in the greenhouse.  
Housing these academic pursuits would 

support our mission and increase the 
chances of qualifying for future funding. 

 It is important to note that the CMP 
does not provide funding for any of 
these needs.  The financial resources 
needed to renovate and construct new 
buildings at the Arboretum 
will come through a com-
petitive, CSU-wide process 
as well as through private 
donations and non-profit 
fundraising.  Realistically, 
we know there are critical 
backlog and expansion 
needs on campus that will 
rank significantly higher 
than those at the 
Arboretum. 

 President Virjee reiterat-
ed that the Fullerton 
Arboretum must evolve to 
remain relevant and be 
supported by the 
University.  The Friends 
must support the effort to 
increase educational and 
research inter-connectiveness between 
the Arboretum and CSUF colleges, 
focusing on an educational partnership 
for student success with more emphasis 
on immersive learning experiences. 

 Please visit the CMP web site:  
https://masterplan.fullerton.edu/ to 
learn more about the plan as it moves 
forward toward final approval.  There 

will be a presentation of the plan for the 
community on Monday, October 21, at 
5:30 pm in the Titan Student Union, 
Portola Pavilion C. The CMP details 
many other positive developments envi-
sioned for the campus. 

 We encourage you to 
consider an expression of 
support and gratitude for 
this plan by removing any 
yard signs that relate to ear-
lier concerns about build-
ings inside the Arboretum. 

 I personally thank every 
one of you for the time, 
effort, and mutually-
respectful dialogue that you 
and our community-at-large 
have expressed during this 
process.  Please consider 
how you may help us 
achieve (and exceed!) our 
financial goals as we con-
tinue our support of the 
Arboretum, University, and 
students for decades to 

come. 
On Monday, October 21 at 5:30pm, 

there will be CSUF Master Plan 
Presentation for community members at 
Titan Student Union on campus 
(3:30pm for students). Preferred Master 
plan architects will present details on the 
Campus 800 N. State College Blvd. 
Portola Pavilion. 

 
President  

Virjee stressed 
that the 

Arboretum  
will not be 

demolished,  
nor will student 

housing or  
parking  

structures 
reside inside 

 the Arboretum. 

 
The OC Streetcar 
will be the first 

electric rail transit 
system to run in 
Orange County 

since the last 
Pacific Electric 
“Red Car” to 

Santa Ana ran  
in 1950.

Learn more about rail organizations:  
•Rail Passenger Association of California and Nevada:  
www.railpac.org/ 
•OCStreetcar: www.octa.net/Projects-and-Programs/ 
All-Projects/Rail-Projects/OC-Streetcar/ 
•LA Metro Capital Projects:  
www.metro.net/projects/capital-projects/ 
•Redlands Passenger Rail Project:  
www.redlandsrailproject.org. 
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If Health Care is Human Right, 
Why is it so Hard to Get?

by Deborah Langenbacher 
Indivisible CA-39 

 
This question, and several others were 

asked and answered on Saturday, 
September 28, when about 70 interested 
community members attended a Health 
Care Action Forum hosted by 
Indivisible CA-39, Health Access, and 
CA-39 Action Council at the Embassy 
Suites in Brea.  When the majority of 
people in our country agree that access 
to health care is one of the most impor-
tant issues of our day, why are some still 
faced with “health care bankruptcy”?  
While there is broad support for univer-
sal health care, why are there continued 
disparities for access among some 
groups? As with most big social issues, 
health care is complex and requires that 
we consider health insurance and quality 
of care from a variety of perspectives. 

The topic for discussion at this event 
was the current state of health care and 
health insurance in our State.  Speakers 

included Martin Medrano, District 
Director for Congressman Gil Cisneros; 
Anthony Wright, Executive Director of 
Health Access; and Shana Charles, PhD, 
professor of Public Health at CSUF. 

Mr. Medrano focused on legislative 
priorities of our Congressman, Gil 
Cisneros, including support for lower 
insurance premiums and prescription 
drug costs, as well as to protect the 
Affordable Care Act (ACA) of 2010. As 
a member of the Veterans Affairs 
Committee of the House, Mr. Cisneros 
has sponsored legislation specifically to 
meet the unique health care needs of 
women veterans. 

Anthony Wright informed the audi-
ence of the goals of Health Access to 
protect the rights of patients and the 
public, including supporting universal 
health care in California.  Many people 
and families are just one health care 
emergency or crisis away from econom-
ic devastation, and Mr. Wright 
addressed this relationship of health care 

and economic insecurity.   He spoke 
about some of the ways that Health 
Access has worked to improve or to 
maintain health care in the state, includ-
ing increasing enrollment periods for 
health insurance to 12 weeks, supporting 
Covered California and associated sub-
sidies for low-middle income families, 
providing health care 
for all children regard-
less of immigration sta-
tus, and promoting the 
use of generic drugs 
rather than more expen-
sive brand name drugs.  
Health Access has 
worked to improve the 
rate of health care 
access in California, 
and in 2019 there are 
currently 7% of 
Californians who are 
uninsured, down from a 
high of 18% (pre-
Obamacare) in 2009.  
Health Access has a 
goal of less than 5% 
uninsured within the next two years.   
Other important goals for future health 
care needs in our state include no loss of 
benefits for those individuals considered 
to be public charges.  There are several 
state bills pending, including a bill to 
reduce the cost of prescription drugs by 
allowing more rapid access to generic 
brands (AB824), review rates for health 
insurance (AB731), establish require-

ments for reporting of data on quality of 
care, and reduce disparity in health care 
access among minority groups (AB929).  
More information can be obtained 
through www.health-access.org. 

Finally, Shana Charles, PhD focused 
on the importance of the ACA and how 
it has made a difference in the lives of 

many throughout our 
nation.  She estimated that 
42,000 people would die 
each year if it were not for 
the ACA and greater 
access to health care.  Dr. 
Charles spoke about the 
change in attitude towards 
health care by people from 
all political parties and the 
need for increased servic-
es.  Since 2015 the support 
for increased health care 
access has risen among 
members of all political 
parties, according to the 
Kaiser Family Foundation 
poll, with increased sup-
port for the ACA and for 

universal health care access.  Currently, 
about half of Republicans favor univer-
sal health care, a strong majority of non-
partisans favor increased health care 
access, and more than 90% of 
Democrats favoring universal health 
care. Clearly, health care and access to 
quality care is an important issue of our 
time, and affects us all. 

 
 

Since 2015  
support for 

increased health 
care access has  

risen among  
members of all 

political parties, 
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Kaiser Family 

Foundation poll.

Neighborhood Watch  
Workshop Oct. 23

POLICE DEPT. OPEN HOUSE OCTOBER 19

by Jere Greene 
 
The Fullerton Police Department and 

the Neighborhood Watch Association 
(FNWA) are inviting the public to the 
‘Deter Crime Neighborhood Watch 
Workshop,’ where they will explain the 
Neighborhood Watch Program and teach 
attendees how to start their own 
Neighborhood Watch programs.  

The goal is to help attendees learn 
strategies on what they can do to look 
after one another and live in safe com-
munities. 

A member of the FPD will teach about 
the most common aspects of crime in 
our city and present current statistics on 

crime in Fullerton and what is being 
done to combat it. There will be an open 
forum with city representatives for ques-
tions and answers. 

This event will be held on Wednesday, 
October 23 at the Fullerton Library 
Conference Room, 353 W. 
Commonwealth Ave. Doors open at 
6:00pm and the workshop runs from 
6:30 to 8pm. Spanish-speaking residents 
are welcome and English- to-Spanish 
translation will be provided. Light 
refreshments will be provided. 

For more information contact Police 
Community Liaison Officer Lucia 
Maturino at (714) 738-3147. 

by Jere Greene 
The Fullerton Police Department is 

inviting the public to their annual Open 
House on Saturday, October 19. From 
10am to 2pm booths will line both sides 
of Highland Ave. between 
Commonwealth and Amerige Avenues 
offering games and information for 
young and old alike. 

Visitors will be able to take a tour of 
the police station and follow the events 
from the arrival of a suspect at the sally 
port where the suspect is securely trans-
ferred from the police vehicle and 
moved into the booking area, and then 
they will be able to visit the jail holding 
facility. There will be a live demonstra-
tion on the firing range where visitors 
will witness the non-lethal use of a taser. 
Two volunteers will participate in a vari-
able interactive video to determine 

when and who to engage during a shoot-
out simulation. 

The tour also includes a visit to the 
crime lab, the briefing room, and the 
Watch Commander’s office. In the 
Communications room where 911 calls 
are received, visitors will see officers 
using visual mapping screens to identify 
patrol officers’ vehicles’ locations and 
their current status throughout the city 
where they can initiate and monitor offi-
cer response. 

K-9 officers will demonstrate their 
police dog skills from locating hidden 
drugs to subduing an armed or fleeing 
suspect. Bring cameras to photograph 
your children on motorcycles, in police 
cruisers, and in the SWAT response 
vehicle. This popular event is free and 
fosters a closer relationship between the 
police and the community.

Left to right: Anthony Wright, Executive Director of Health Access; Martin 
Medrano, District Director for Congressman Gil Cisneros; and Shana Charles, 

PhD, professor of Public Health at CSUF.

About 70 community members attended the event.
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Combating Mosquitoes  
in Fullerton

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2019

On a sunny Sunday morning in 
September, I was on my way to piano 
lessons at Patrick’s Music School when 
I happened to spot a public health advi-
sory sign on Woods Avenue. Looking 
closer, the sign read, “West Nile virus 
activity has been detected in this area.” I 
thought it was time to contact the 
Orange County Mosquito and Vector 
Control District (OCMVCD). Based in 
Garden Grove, the organization’s pri-
mary objective is to protect the people of 
Orange County from the dangers of vec-
tor-borne disease as well as educate the 
public about the shared responsibility of 
vector control. Connecting with Lora 
Young, the OC Mosquito and Vector 
Control District’s Director 
of Communications, I was 
able to schedule an inter-
view with Laboratory 
Director, Bob Cummings, 
who was kind enough to 
meet me at a site in 
Fullerton to show me the 
traps that the District uses 
as part of their mosquito 
surveillance program.   

According to their pam-
phlet, “since 1947, the 
District has provided an 
effective county-wide 
mosquito control program 
to eliminate pest and 
pathogen carrying mosquitoes.” The 
mosquito control program, still in oper-
ation, consists of spraying accessible 
mosquito sources, such as manhole 
chambers, street gutters, catch basins, 
and flood control channels, with envi-
ronmentally safe pesticides. 

West Nile Virus (WNV) has spread 
across the United States since 1999, 
according to the District’s website. By 
2004, evidence of transmission was 
detected in birds in Orange County. 
There have been hundreds of reported 
West Nile virus cases; many of which 
resulted in fatalities. West Nile virus is 
primarily found in birds, and is transmit-
ted between birds and people by mos-

quito bites. A mosquito acquires the 
virus by biting an infected bird. The 
virus then multiplies in the mosquito. It 
is transmitted to a a person or animal-
when the mosquito bites them. 

 To find out more about mosquitoes 
carrying West Nile Virus, I met with Mr. 
Cummings at a mosquito breeding site 
on the southern end of Craig Park next 
to an Army Corps of Engineers mainte-
nance building just north of the corner of 
Bastanchury and Associated Road. As I 
stepped out of my car with my camera 
and hand-held shoulder rig, I noticed a 
sticker on the side of the District’s vehi-
cle warning passersby that the van was a 
poison storage area. Mr. Cummings 

greeted me warmly while 
taking off a blue glove 
from his hand.  

“We set mosquito traps 
at eight routine locations 
every week in Fullerton,” 
said Mr. Cummings as we 
walked over to a mosquito 
trap behind Craig Park’s 
tennis courts. “Mosquito 
control inspectors working 
in the city will also set 
traps based on need when 
they investigate mosquito 
calls from the public. 
Altogether for 2019, mos-
quito traps have been set at 

45 locations in Fullerton, 8 of which are 
the weekly routine sites. Each week dur-
ing the summer season, we set almost 
200 traps in the county. We reduce trap-
ping a lot during winter months since 
mosquitoes and disease are not much of 
a concern then.”  

Mr. Cummings showed me two types 
of mosquito traps. He started with the 
Gravid trap, designed to catch the mos-
quitoes when they try to lay eggs. I 
learned that mosquitoes are attracted to 
the trap by the stagnant water placed 
under a battery-powered fan which 
blows the mosquitoes into a collection 
container. “It sucks up air and blows air 
out,” he said. “In between the entrance 

and exit is a net that catches mosqui-
toes.” The water sat in a black container 
with a mixture of water and organic 
material, like grass or alfalfa, that was 
left out to sit for several days or longer 
and served as an attractant by imitating 
naturally occurring stagnant water 
where the mosquitoes often prefer to lay 
their eggs.  

“We’ll lay one for the location and test 
it later to see if it’s carrying viruses,” 
said Mr. Cummings as he held a plastic 
container with quite a few mosquitoes 
trapped in it. “We count the number of 
mosquitoes and identify the species in 
the net. It gives us a profile or idea of the 
mosquitoes in the area, the disease 
potential and whether or 
not there’s disease in the 
area. And we have been 
finding mosquitoes with 
West Nile virus at this 
particular site.” 

Once he picked up the 
mosquitoes and put them 
safely away in a box, he 
dumped out the container 
of water before showing 
me another type of trap. 
“Parts of Orange County, 
especially the City of 
Fullerton, have been 
invaded by this particular 
type of mosquito; ankle-
biter mosquitoes we call them, Aedes 
Aegypti.” They’re a real aggressive 
biter. They love to bite people and they 
breed around backyards, front yards and 
people’s homes. The District uses a dif-
ferent technique to catch this particular 
ankle-biter mosquito.  

One part of the trap involved a bucket 
filled up with dry ice (frozen carbon 
dioxide) chained to a wire-linked fence 
behind Craig Park’s tennis courts. He 
said, “The dry ice acts as an attractant.” 
It mimics mammals who inhale oxygen 
and release carbon dioxide. The mosqui-
to can see the vapor coming out of the 
bucket and thinks that the vapor could 
be an animal or a person. They come 
into proximity of the other part of the 
trap, which is a larger black container 
with a white top. On the white covering, 
there is a hole for suction and an attrac-
tant right next to the suction. “It smells 
like dirty socks,” said Mr. Cummings. 
“It has lactic acid which is a component 
in our sweat. So the combination of CO2 
and the smell of the lactic acid is really 
attractive to these mosquitoes. They also 
like a white/black combination. So as a 
mosquito comes up close to the trap, it 
gets sucked into a net. There’s a fan 
spinning in there that creates the suc-
tion.” 

Crossing a bridge that runs over a 
creek, Mr. Cummings led me to a back-

up trap. People typically think the mos-
quitoes are coming from the creek, but 
the OCMVCD knows about these breed-
ing sites and they treat them regularly by 
releasing mosquito fish. These fish 
aren’t native to California and they’re 
only used in water sources that do not 
connect or drain to natural water bodies. 
“It’s a non-pesticide solution to the 
problem,” he said. “It’s really what we 
call biological control and we don’t have 
to spend that much effort except for an 
occasional check-up to see if the fish are 
doing alright.”      

The OCMVCD has collected West 
Nile positive mosquitoes in 16 batches 
at 10 locations in Fullerton beginning in 

mid-August. “Some of the 
locations have produced 
positive mosquitoes more 
than once over the course of 
the summer,” said Mr. 
Cummings. Infected mos-
quitoes were still being 
found in the city and else-
where in the county as of 
October 4th. “We expect 
this trend will end once the 
temperatures start to cool.”  

So how can we protect 
ourselves and our families 
from West Nile Virus? Well, 
I found out that residents 
can do a variety of things to 

help reduce the risk from mosquitoes. 
We can start by dumping and draining 
standing water. It’s recommended to 
eliminate standing water around the 
home or office at least once a week. We 
can also keep mosquitoes out with tight-
fitting screens on all windows and 
doors. Avoid outdoor activities between 
dusk and dawn during the mosquito sea-
son and dress properly. Wear loose-fit-
ting long pants and long sleeve shirts 
when outdoors and opt for light colored 
clothing. Mr. Cummings said, “Use 
approved mosquito repellents contain-
ing DEET, Picaridin, IR 3535, or Oil of 
Lemon Eucalyptus.”  

If you are bothered by mosquitoes, a 
Certified Vector Control Technician will 
investigate and lend assistance. If you 
have or are aware of an ornamental 
pond, unused swimming pool, or an ani-
mal drinking trough, the District will 
provide you with free mosquito fish. 
You can call the Orange County 
Mosquito and Vector Control District at 
(714) 971-2421 or (949) 654-2421 for 
more info. 

To see my full interview with 
Laboratory Director Bob Cummings, 
visit the Observer website and click the 
tab labeled “Local.” Underneath that 
tab, click on “Emerson Little YouTube 
Channel,” which will take you directly 
to my page.

 
 

It is  
recommended  
to eliminate 

standing water 
around the  

home or office  
at least once  

a week.

YOUR CHANCE TO GET EVEN

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092

www.paulnelsondental.com

The first thing that someone notices
about you is your smile. At a glance,
people can tell whether your teeth are
discolored, poistioned correctly, and
evenly aligned. Tooth shape is an un-
derlying factor when it comes to tooth
alignment. 

Teeth that are positioned correctly
can still look crooked if they are se-
verely out of shape. Because teeth wear
down at different rates, they can be dif-
ferent lengths. Chipped teeth can also
make teeth look jagged and uneven. 

Fortunately, these and other prob-
lems can be corrected with a simple
cosmetic procedure known as “enam-
eloplasty” (or “tooth reshaping”). By

gently removing some of the tooth
enamel, the dentist can fix minor im-
perfections and contour teeth to your
satisfaction.

Cosmetic contouring, which in-
cludes polishing, generally takes less
than a half hour.

When you look in the mirror, are
you happy with the way your teeth
look? Are you pleased with the smile
you present to the world? If you an-
swered, “No” to either question, we
would like to help the way you see
yourself. 

Schedule a consultation today for full
service dental care that can change the
way the world sees you.

 
 

The OCMVCD 
has collected  

West Nile  
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mosquitoes in 
 16 batches at  
10 locations in 

Fullerton since 
mid-August.

Orange County Mosquito and Vector Control Laboratory Director  
Bob Cummings sets mosquito traps.
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MON Oct 14 
•6pm-8pm: Community 

Meeting regarding proposed 
127-room 6-story hotel on 
the property located at south-
east corner of Santa Fe and 
Pomona Avenues in the 
Fullerton Transportation. 
Fullerton Community Library 
Conference Center. 353 W. 
Commonwealth Ave. If you 
have additional questions con-
tact Heather Allen at the 
Community Development 
Department at (714) 738-6884  
heathera@ci.fullerton.ca.us. 

 
TUES Oct 15 

•6pm-8:45pm: Teen Movie 
Night: Mean Girls PG-13 
(2004). Main Library Teen 
Area. 353 W. Commonwealth. 

•6:30pm. Fullerton City 
Council Meeting. Fullerton 
City Hall 303 W 
Commonwealth Ave. 

 
WED Oct 16 

•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine 
Farmers Market. Next to the 
DMV on Valencia between 
Euclid and Highland in 
Fullerton. Fresh produce  
Fresh produce including fruit, 
vegetables, plants, eggs, flow-
ers, baked goods, tamales, 
empenadas, kettle korn, nuts, 
and more. Independence Park 
801 W Valencia Dr, Fullerton. 

•6pm-7pm: Public Library 
Writers' Guild. Writers and 
aspiring writers collaborate in 
a supportive and informative 
environment. Main Library 
Osborne Auditorium. 353 W. 
Commonwealth. 

 
THURS  Oct 17 

•4pm-8:30pm: Fullerton 
Outdoor Downtown Market 
with live music beginning at 
6:30pm, The market repeats 
every Thursday through 
October 24. Free admission. 
Call the Fullerton Museum 
Center at (714) 738-6545 for 
more information. 

•6pm: Free SCORE Small 
Business Workshop: 
Branding & Website Strategy 
for your Organization at the 
Library Conference Center. 
Visit orangecounty.score.org 
to register. 

•6pm-8:30pm: Haunted 
Fullerton Walking Tours led 
by museum staff starts from 
the Fullerton Museum Center, 
on E. Wilshire at Pomona in 
Downtown Fullerton. RSVP to 
save your place to 714-738-
6545. $25 

 
SAT  Oct 19 

•10am-2pm: 9th Annual 
Police Open House. at the 
Fullerton Police Station on W. 
Commonwealth at Highland 
Ave. Displays and demonstra-
tions of police and fire equip-
ment, tours of the Police 
Station, public safety informa-
tion and more. Free 

•1pm: Board Game 
Empire. FPL’s Boardgame 
Empire program is here for 
you, with friendly and wel-
coming library staff members 
hosting game days every 
Saturday afternoon. For ages 
14+.Main Library Teen Area. 
353 W. Commonwealth. 

 

JUDY: A Hit and a Miss

HITS  
&   
MISSES  

by Joyce Mason © 2019

Directed by Rupert Goold and written by Tom Edge, “Judy” 
serves up to audiences the last tortuous months of Judy 
Garland’s personal and professional life. The legendary per-
former still has the voice and charisma to command audiences 
while on stage but privately she experiences the anxiety and 
loneliness of a star clinging to fame while destroying herself 
with barbiturates, booze and bad choices.  

Making a comeback of her own is Renee Zellweger, who has 
had several Oscar nominations and won an Oscar in 2004 for 
“Cold Mountain.” Zellwegger will undoubtedly be recognized 
again by Hollywood for her impersonation of the iconic Judy 
Garland. She takes on Garland’s frailty at the nadir of her life as 
well as her voice, which remains remarkably intact whenever 
Garland appears on stage. Without rehearsals or vocal exercises, 
Garland comes alive on stage, and Zellwegger makes this not 
only believable but memorable. 

We first see Garland in Los Angeles with her two young chil-
dren trying to check into a  hotel. She is turned away because her 
bill is past due. Garland has made four husbands rich but now 
she is without a home or a job, so she reluctantly takes Lorna 
and Joey to stay with their father, Sid Luft (Rufus Sewell), in 
Brentwood.  He convinces her to accept a job offer to perform 
for five weeks in the Talk of the Town night club in London, 
where her popularity still draws crowds. 

Although reluctant to leave her children behind, Garland 
needs the money and plans to return from London with the 
resources to rent a home and reunite with Lorna and Joey. 
Attending a party at daughter Liza Minelli’s home, Garland 
meets a young agent, Mickey Deans (Finn Wittrock), who sens-
es her neediness and provides a distraction for Garland’s loneli-
ness. 

It is December in 1968 when Garland arrives in London to 
perform in Bernard Delfont’s (Michael Gambon) supper club. 
Knowing that Garland is undependable, he assigns the young 
and capable Rosalind Wilder (Jessie Buckley) to shepherd her 
through London and get her to performances on time. This is not 
an easy assignment because Garland seldom eats, barely sleeps 
and swallows quantities of pills.  Adding another distraction is 
the appearance of Mickey Deans with promise of a whirlwind 
romance. At forty-seven, Garland has had four failed marriages, 
but she is still optimistic that the right man will someday enter 
her life and bring her happiness. So she enters a fifth marriage. 

In many ways, “Judy” is a standard biopic and writer Edge 
uses a familiar trope for explaining her troubled adult behavior 
through flashbacks to an unusual and deprived childhood. We 
see young teenager Garland (Darci Shaw) denied food for fear 
of her gaining weight while playing Dorothy in “The Wizard of 
Oz” and denied needed sleep so that she can be ready to perform 
on the set before dawn. There is also emotional and psycholog-
ical manipulation as a fearsome Louis B. Mayer (Richard 
Cordery) tells her that she will never have a normal life with a 
husband and children because she is put here to entertain the 
world. 

Although needed for insights into Garland’s earlier life, the 
flashbacks often appear awkward.  Shaw was not a good choice 
for playing young Judy during the years she was filming “The 
Wizard of Oz.” She reflects none of the energy, talent and buoy-
ancy that rocketed Garland to instant fame and won the hearts of 
America with her expressive eyes and stunning voice.  A partic-
ularly awkward flashback shows teenaged Judy trying to flirt 
with Mickey Rooney but without success. 

On the other hand, audiences may forgive these flaws and 
enjoy the music Garland brought us. Zellwegger does a nice job 
singing in her own voice “The Trolley Song,” “By Myself,” 
“Come Rain or Come Shine.” The iconic “Over the Rainbow” is 
saved for the last and is handled very effectively. 

Audiences will also find some reassurance knowing that the 
fragile and failing Garland that disappointed several London 
audiences in 1968 was based on well-researched material.  
Producer David Livingston sought out script advice from the 
real-life Rosalyn Wilder, still working and living in London, 
who recalls clearly the five weeks she worked with Garland in 
that cold December. Making a few script adjustments, Wilder 
made certain that the Judy we see on screen represents accurate-
ly the performer she knew.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 

A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

MON Oct 21 
•5:30pm: CSUF Master 

Plan Presentation for commu-
nity members at Titan Student 
Union on campus (3:30pm for 
students). Preferred Master 
plan architects will present 
details on the Campus 800 N. 
State College Blvd. Portola 
Pavilion. 

•7pm-8:45pm: Town & 
Gown Lecture: A History of 
Borders and Movement. By 
discussing the long-standing 
pattern of transnational move-
ment of peoples and ideas 
across the Americas, Dr. 
Brown-Coronel offers histori-
cal context to current circum-
stances at play on the 
US/Mexico Border and 
explores how the shifts in bor-
ders and immigration policies 
shape migration experiences, 
political debates, and public 
understanding.Main Library 
Community Room in 
Conference Center. 

 
TUES Oct 22  

•7:30pm: Jazz Cadre 
Concert: The Jazz Cadré is 
comprised from the full time 
and adjunct jazz faculty of 
Fullerton College. All of them 
perform regularly and believe 
in bringing music industry 
standards and expectations to 
the students of Fullerton 
College. Fullerton College 
Campus Theater. 321 E. 
Chapman Ave. Adult $10.00, 
Child $5.00, Senior 55+ $7.00 
and Student $7.00 

 
WED Oct 23 

•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine 
Farmers Market. Next to the 
DMV on Valencia between 
Euclid and Highland in 
Fullerton. See Oct 16 listing. 

•6pm-8pm:The Fullerton 
Neighborhood Watch 
Association and the Fullerton 
Police Department invite the 
public to the Deter Crime 
Neighborhood Watch 
Workshop. A presentation that 
explains the Neighborhood 
Watch Program. Fullerton 
Library Conference room, 353 
West Commonwealth Avenue. 
English to Spanish translation 
will be provided. Light refresh-
ments will be provided. RSVP 
by Monday, October 21 with 
Fullerton Police Community 
Liaison Officer Lucia 
Maturino at 714.738-3147. 

 
THURS Oct 24 

•9am-12pm: Flu Clinic & 
Resource Fair at Fullerton 
Community Center, 340 W. 
Commonwealth. Free flu shots 
administered by St. Jude 
Medical Center for those 60 
and over plus craft show. Free 
admission. 

•4pm-8:30pm: OKTO-
BOOFEST at Fullerton 
Downtown Plaza on E. 
Wilshire (between Harbor and 
Pomona) features Halloween 
themed kids’ costume parade, 
trick or treating at vendor 
booths, live music by 
Soundbytes, and kids activi-
ties, as well as fresh produce 
and food for purchase. Free 
admission. Call 714-738-6545 
for more info. 

•5pm-8pm: Opening 
Reception for “Presence” at 
Fullerton College Art 
Gallery. Co-curated by collec-
tor Dee Kerrison and gallery 
director Carol Henke. Presence 
will share the work of artists 
addressing these concepts, 
including Patrick Martinez, 
Gabriella Sanchez, Calida 
Garcia Rawles, and Diedrick 
Brackens and more. 321 E. 
Chapman Ave. 

•6pm-9pm: Dia De Los 
Muertos (Day of the Dead). 
The Fullerton College Ethnic 
Studies Department invites the 
campus community to this 
annual celebration of Dia de 
Los Muertos (Day of the 
Dead). This cultural holiday is 
widely celebrated in Mexico 
and the American Southwest 
and the purpose is to venerate 
deceased loved ones through 
displays (altares) that honor the 
lives of the deceased. Fullerton 
College, Campus Quad. 321 E. 
Chapman Ave. 

 
FRI Oct 25 

•12pm-4pm: Basic 
Computing/E-Book Tutoring 
Session. Don't know where to 
get started with computers, the 
Internet, or e-books? Make an 
appointment for a free tutoring 
session at the library! 353 W. 
Commonwealth. 

 
SAT Oct 26 

•12pm-4pm: Titan Fast 
Pitch Competition inside the 
newly renovated TSU.   This 
free event will spotlight inno-
vative local student entrepre-
neurs as they compete for 
scholarship prizes and have 
their voices heard. CSUF 800 
N. State College Blvd. 

 
SUN Oct 27 

•1pm: Ghostly Gathering - 
Teen Spooktacular Event. 
Come to our Ghostly 
Gathering, for scary movies, 
haunting crafts, and delicious 
treats. Main Library. Location: 
Osborne Auditorium (Room 
B). 353 W. Commonwealth. 

 
TUES Oct 29 

•4pm: After School Club at 
the Fullerton Public Library. If 
you love stories , puppets, 
games, science, and crafts, 
then After School Club is right 
for you! You'll learn something 
and have fun, too. For children 
kindergarten through 6th 
grade. 353 W. Commonwealth. 

 
WED Oct 30 

•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine 
Farmers Market. Next to the 
DMV on Valencia between 
Euclid and Highland in 
Fullerton. See Oct 16 listing. 

 
FRI Nov 1 

•6pm-9pm: Downtown 
Fullerton Art Walk. Various 
venues offering free art activi-
ties and exhibitions within 
walking distance of each other. 
For more info Visit www.fuller-
tonartwalk.com or find events 
on the Art Walk Facebook 
page. 

 
 

THURS Oct 24 
continued
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“Night of the Living Dead”  
@ MAVERICK THEATER  

110 E Walnut Ave Unit B, Fullerton, CA 92832 
Tickets: (714) 526-7070 www.mavericktheater.com

“The Vandal”  
@ CHANCE THEATER  

Bette Aitken theater arts Center on the Cripe Stage 
5522 E. La Palma Ave., Anaheim, CA 92807 

Tickets: (888) 455-4212 www.ChanceTheater.com.

 Chance Theater presents Hamish 
Linklater’s eerie drama-comedy, The 
Vandal. Directed by Kari Hayter, with 
regular performances through October 
27 on the Fyda-Mar Stage at the Bette 
Aitken Theater Arts Center. 

Two strangers are waiting for the bus 
on a cold road at night… next to a ceme-
tery. The bus is late. The woman’s coat 
is too thin. And this fast-talking teenager 
waiting at the same bus stop won’t leave 
her alone. He works hard to get her to 
talk to him, using everything from philo-
sophical riffs to brash seduction. Just 
around the corner is a liquor store, 
whose owner is waiting for a special 
delivery. All three people have no idea 
what this fateful night holds in store… 
and that it may provide the answers 
they’ve all been looking for. Hamish 
Linklater’s funny and spooky debut play 
goes on a twisty journey exploring the 

important topics of life, death, and 
Doritos. 

Recommended for ages 13 and up, it 
contains frequent use of adult language. 

Hamish Linklater is best known by the 
general public as a film and television 
actor, having appeared in the Oscar-
nominated The Big Short, and television 
shows like Fargo and The New 
Adventures of Old Christine. However, 
Linklater is a veteran of the stage, hav-
ing appeared on Broadway in the origi-
nal cast of Seminar alongside Alan 
Rickman, and locally in South Coast 
Repertory’s production of Hamlet. 
Linklater made his first foray into play-
writing with The Vandal, which pre-
miered in 2013 at the Flea Theater in 
New York. The play was met with criti-
cal and audience praise upon release. 
Through Oct 27.

“The Twilight Zone”  
@ STAGES THEATER  

400 E Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton 
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 www.stagesoc.org

Stages Theater presents the Orange 
County Premiere of Silence! The 
Musical, The Unauthorized Parody of 
Silence of the Lambs, now through 
November 10. 

Rookie FBI agent Clarice Starling 
matches wits with the brilliant but 
insane cannibal, Dr. Hannibal Lecter, in 
order to catch the serial killer known as 
Buffalo Bill. Clarice faces her own 
demons while racing the clock to unlock 
Lecter’s clues before another innocent 
girl is killed and skinned by Buffalo Bill. 

*This show contains racy jokes, vul-
gar language, filthy songs, sexual gags, 
full frontal nudity, bad accents and danc-
ing farm animals. Allergic to dogs? No 
problem! There are no live dogs in this 
show. 

“Silence! The Musical” marks the sec-
ond musical offering in this, Stages’s 
27th season. Director Jack Millis 

remembers in 1991 sitting in a darkened 
movie theatre with three friends to 
watch this new movie everyone was 
talking about.  

Jack Millis returns to Stages Theater 
having directed their productions of The 
Great American Trailer Park Musical, 
Eating Raoul, The House of Yes, Next 
Fall and Raised in Captivity. Starring in 
Silence! The Musical are: Candice M. 
Clasby, Kalinda Gray, Anthony M.  
Frias, Matt Koutroulis, Owen Lovejoy, 
Cameron Murray, Patrick J. Nunez, and 
Jennifer Walquist. 

Tickets for Silence! The Musical are 
$32.00, $30.00 for students and seniors.  
Performances are October 11- 
November 10, Fridays and Saturdays at 
8:00 p.m. and Sundays at 2:00. For 
reservations please visit our website at 
www.stagesoc.org.

Also playing at Stages Theater... 
“Silence! The Musical”

Stages Theater enters “The Twilight 
Zone” playing now through November 
9.  

This popular theatrical adaptation of 
Rod Serling’s classic TV series features 
various self-contained sto-
ries in a mixture of fanta-
sy, science fiction, sus-
pense and horror, all of 
which lead to a deeper 
realization about human 
nature. 

Originally airing 1959-
1964, the television series 
is still running marathons 
during holiday weekends, 
which is what inspired 
directors Darri Kristin and 
David Campos to bring 
the episodes to the stage.  

“It wasn’t merely the nostalgia aspect 
of the project though, like a lot of people 
I can easily recall episodes, characters, 
and even lines that left an impression on 
me. It was really that Serling was able to 
expose our darkest fears and turn our 
belief systems on end.  I think that’s why 

people are so drawn to the series fifty 
years later.” 

“The Twilight Zone” was a great deal 
more than a simple science-fiction tele-
vision show. It was a spotlight on 

American society in the mid-
dle of the century, showcas-
ing our fears and criticizing 
our flaws, tricking us into 
examining our lives, our-
selves, and society.  

It is a window into a time 
when American society was 
changing drastically. It 
remains to this day an exam-
ple of the power of televi-
sion, as well as proof that tel-
evision can not only can be 
intelligent, but also be a tool 
for changing our society. 

Given a look today, The Twilight 
Zone’s greatest episodes still hold up as 
the best examples of thought-provoking 
and unsettling storytelling. This is why 
they transition to the stage so well. 
Tickets are $24.00, $22.00 for students 
and seniors. 

The zombie classic that started it all! A group of panicked survivors are barricaded 
in a deserted farmhouse while a horde of flesh-eating zombies hovers outside their 
door. This is a one-of-a-kind experience, perfect for the Halloween season. Adapted 
& Directed by Brian Newell. October 4 through 30.  

“Beauty and the Beast”  
@ CSUF LITTLE THEATER 

800 N. State College Blvd. 
(657) 278-3371

Cal State Fullerton’s fall season 
begins with Disney’s Beauty and the 
Beast, with music by Alan Menken, 
lyrics by Howard Ashman and Tim Rice, 
book by CSUF alumna Linda 
Woolverton ’79 (M.A. theatre arts), and 
directed by Martie Ramm. The play runs 
from October 11 – 27 in the Little 
Theatre on campus.  

Based on the Academy Award-win-
ning animated feature, Disney’s family 
friendly musical – a “tale as old as time” 
– tells the story of Belle, a smart young 
woman in a provincial town, and the 

Beast, a prince trapped under the spell of 
an enchantress. If the Beast can learn to 
love and be loved, the curse will end and 
he will return to his former self. But 
time is running out. Will he be trans-
formed by love or doomed for all eterni-
ty? 

CSUF alumna Linda Woolverton has 
the distinction of writing the script for 
the first ever Oscar-nominated animated 
film, Beauty and the Beast, and was later 
nominated for a Tony award for her 
stage adaptation of the film. Through 
October 27.

 
It is a window 

into a  
time when  
American  

society was 
changing  
drastically.
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Heriberto Luna 
@ MUCKENTHALER  
CULTURAL CENTER  

1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton   www.themuck.org   (714)738-6595 

“Sharks: on 
Assignment with 

Brian Skerry”  
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER 
301 N Pomona Ave, Fullerton   

(714) 738-6545

“Sharks: On Assignment with Brian 
Skerry” plunges visitors into the under-
water world of sharks, presenting a com-
prehensive body of photographic work, 
highlighting Skerry’s unique combina-
tion of passion, skill, and technique. The 
exhibit introduces visitors to several 
shark species and explores what makes 
these deep-sea dwellers unique, impor-
tant, and increasingly, endangered. 
Through November 3.

The grandchild of one of Zapata’s rev-
olutionary soldiers and a traditional 
Mayan shaman, Heriberto Luna 
embraces his colorful Mexican ancestry 
in dazzling paintings that draw inspira-
tion from pre-Columbian art and culture. 
Patterns with roots in ancient temple 
hieroglyphics assemble to form hum-
mingbirds, jaguars, and the mythical 
beings who mediate between humans 
and the powerful forces of the natural 
world. Gallery Opening Reception Oct 
27 12:00-2:00pm.

Watercolor West Series 
@ BREA ART GALLERY 
1 Civic Center Cir, Brea   

 (714) 990-7730

This year’s Watercolor West 
Demonstration and Lecture Series has 
been announced. Five nationally-known 
watercolor masters will discuss their 
work and careers. Watch as they paint 
live, ask them questions,  and learn 
more about their techniques and styles 
in a lecture format with a  digital presen-
tation. No supplies needed, just bring a 
notebook and camera to  enjoy a day of 
learning and observation with fellow 
watercolor enthusiasts. $25 each or 
$100 for the entire series. Artists 
include: Keiko Tanabe, Setsuko Okubo, 
John Dunn, Fr. Michael Tang, and John 
Byram. Through Dec. 15.

Día de los Muertos Festival
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center is 

hosting their annual Día de los Muertos 
festival on Sunday, November 3 from 12 
p.m. to 4 p.m. Guests can design and 
submit their own ofrendas (altars) for 
display. Admission is free and activities 
are family-friendly.  

The festival will feature traditional 
Mexican food, live music and dance per-
formances as well as booths full of art 
and fine crafts for sale. Both parents and 
children can participate in arts and crafts 
activities, many of them inspired by tra-
ditional Día de los Muertos decorations. 

Ofrendas, altars adorned with flowers, 

food, candles, photographs and memen-
tos, will be on display. Guests are 
encouraged to create their own ofrendas 
to honor their late family members. If 
you're interested in submitting an ofren-
da, please call 714-738-6595 or email 
info@themuck.org for details and 
requirements. Día de los Muertos, or 
Day of the Dead, is a Mexican holiday 
meant to honor deceased loved ones 
through joyful celebration. Ofrenda-
making, sugar skull makeup and gener-
ous use of marigolds are some of its 
more iconic characteristics.  

Assemblages by Leslie Caldera 
@ THE COFFEE CUP  

220 Malden Ave  (657) 217-5017
Leslie Caldera has been actively constructing assemblage art for over 47 years. A 

long time North Orange County resident, he has exhibited his art in numerous 
American cities since 1976. His work has been included in several survey exhibi-
tions of California assemblage art, many group exhibitions, and eight solo shows. 
He most recently exhibited his work two years ago at the Hibbleton Gallery in 
Fullerton. He is a graduate of California State University Fullerton. On display 
throughout October.

Recent Art Works by Stephanie Buer 
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER FOYER GALLERY 

301 N Pomona Ave, Fullerton   (714) 738-6545

Stephanie Buer, now based in 
Portland, had spent over a decade 
observing the urban landscapes in 
Detroit, MI. She has an intimate appreci-
ation of urban desolation and a love for 
the once prosperous buildings that have 
been abandoned to time and the ele-
ments. Her works in both oil and char-
coal capture with photo-like detail the 
layers of gritty history that accumulate 
as these places succumb to the manipu-
lation of vandals, artists, and the steady 
persistence of nature. In the juxtaposi-
tion between decay and growth, 
Stephanie finds a place that echoes the 
peace she finds in nature, with its end-
less cycles of change. Part of the power 

in Stephanie's work comes from the 
absence of human figures in a place 
clearly marked by them. Rather than 
allowing distant observation as narra-
tive, she draws viewers in to witness the 
space that people have left behind, com-
pelling them to personally experience 
these modern relics that have been con-
demned by society. The simultaneously 
idyllic, yet derelict scenes challenge 
viewers to question their notions of 
beauty, while the detailed texture and 
depth that is characteristic of her work 
invites them to explore these places per-
sonally, as she does while taking the 
photographs from which she works. 
Through October 27.

“Femininity” 
@ VINONOSTRA WINE BAR 

123 E Commonwealth Ave. (714) 278-1023

The current art exhibit at VinoNostra Wine Bar in downtown Fullerton is entitled 
“Femininity.” Femininity comes in many forms. It can be strong. It can be sexy. It 
can be passive or delicate. It is many things, but it is always beautiful if it is honest.  
The show features women living in Orange County sharing what they see as femi-
nine. 20% of all sales  go to the YWCA.  Artists showing include Valerie Lewis, 
Leanne Sargeant, Aimee Aul, Allison Moore Adams, Esther Jacks and Melinda 
Hagman. On display throughout October.
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Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed by local volunteers who create, 
publish, and distribute the paper through-
out our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one - 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive local calendar and other 
coverage, we seek to promote a sense of 
community and an appreciation for the 
values of diversity with which our coun-
try is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
 

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  
are distributed throughout Fullerton  

and sent through the mail to subscribers  
every two weeks except only once  

in January, July & August.  
   

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
 Subscriptions are $35 per year. 

Sign up and pay with Credit Card at 
www.fullertonobserver.com 

or by check with name & address to:  
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  

Fullerton CA 92834-7051 
 

________________________________ 
 

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Call 714-525-6402, or email  
observernews@earthlink.net 

or visit us online at  
www.fullertonobserver.com 

________________________________ 
 

SUBMISSIONS: 
 

Submissions on any topic of interest  
are accepted from Fullerton residents. 

We strive to get something about  
everything in but shorter pieces do have 

a better chance of getting in.  
Email: observernews@earthlink.net  

________________________________ 
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1970 CSUF Free Dave

I enjoyed the history information on 
the "Remembering the 1970 Student 
Strike at CSUF." 

The "Free Dave..." is my uncle David 
Mackowiak. I remember hearing some 
stuff when I was a kid but didn't know 
what happened.  

Thank you for a Great Paper! 
 

Maureen Flynn-Becerra Fullerton

Disturbing 
Graffiti

Dear Editor: 
My wife and I were walking in our 

neighborhood this morning when we 
saw some very disturbing graffiti on the 
sidewalk .  It reads: "FOR THE MANY 
NOT THE JEW HOLOCAUST".  This 
has been reported to the City and will 
hopefully be painted over or removed 
promptly. 

What compels someone to do such a 
thing?  Sadly, it is not surprising in these 
times that hateful messages are used.  
The country has definitely gone back-
ward in the past few years with respect to 
discrimination and other abhorrent forms 
of behavior.  May the ship be righted in 
the near future so that everyone is treated 
with respect. 

Paul Breen 
Fullerton 

 
ED: This was also reported to OC 
Human Relations as a hate incident.

 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2019 

The Kurds:  
Another Costly Betrayal

While many are rightfully focusing on 
Trump’s scandal concerning Ukraine, 
there’s an even clearer betrayal of our 
fundamental values and of Presidential 
duties to the Constitution that I will get 
to in a bit. 

First however, extorting Ukraine to 
get dirt on the Bidens for his personal 
political gain is a Constitutional “No 
No.” True, as Trump’s defenders say, 
“We always lie, pressure and withhold 
in order to achieve a public purpose.” 
This is indeed true. The question is: 
When is it in the public’s interest and 
when is it for personal enrich-
ment? 

For example, during WWII 
Winston Churchill didn’t 
evacuate Coventry, even 
when he knew it would be 
bombed. He didn’t want the 
Germans to know that Britain 
had broken the Enigma Code. 
He made an agonizing calcu-
lation that more lives would 
be saved than lost if he kept 
the secret. He may have been 
right or wrong but he clearly acted with 
a public purpose. However, knowing 
that Coventry was the center of motor 
vehicle production, had he sold Jaguar 
or Morris Motors short for profit, it 
would have been criminal. 

The Ukraine question concerns 
Trump’s public versus private purpose. 
And while a corrupt purpose is impeach-
able, there is a greater and longer endur-
ing sin right before our eyes: His betray-
al of the Kurds. After they fought for us, 
after they won the physical war against 
ISIS, after he’d called them our friends 
and allies and a “Great people, whom 
we would always support,” he left them 
twisting in the wind and subject to the 
tender mercies of Erdogan’s Turkey.   

Why, after so many promises, did he 
abandon these “great people” and allies? 
Why did he fall in line with a long and 
bi-partisan history of America breaking 
promises that left friends to die? From 
Eisenhower encouraging East Germans 
to revolt in the 50s, then not sending 
help when they did, to his later abandon-
ment of the Hungarians when they 
rebelled against their Soviet masters, 
from JFK supporting only verbally a 
Cuban revolt to Nixon encouraging then 
forsaking Dubcec and the Czech Spring, 

our word has not been our bond. We 
abandoned people who worked for us in 
Vietnam and left aids and translators in 
Afghanistan behind to die.  

Trump is in line with a long line of 
promise-breakers. This will prove more 
costly today than in the past. With mass 
media and instant world-wide communi-
cations, our perfidy is no secret but 
known to all: friend, foe or on the fence. 
Even in Israel, that all but worships 
Trump and has named streets, squares 
and a village after him, the papers are 
filled with questions and doubts con-

cerning his commitment to 
the Jewish State. 

Who are the Kurds? 
Before the Ottoman Empire 
they were a powerful ethnic 
group, vitally important to 
Islam. The great hero 
Saladin was a Kurd, not an 
Arab. But under the 
Ottoman Turks, the role of 
and respect for Kurds was 
greatly diminished. They 
were persecuted and 

betrayed by nearly all.  
Though mostly Sunni, there are also 

some Shiite Kurds, as well as Christian 
and even, once upon a time, Jewish 
Kurds. So why the enmity from Turkey? 
Because the Kurds want a homeland; 
they want to govern themselves and not 
live under Turkey, Iraq or Syrian con-
trol. Their fight for not necessarily inde-
pendence but autonomy has led to esca-
lating violence in Turkey. There’s blood 
on all hands, as there inevitably is when 
people fight for self-government. 

So why is Trump breaking our coun-
try’s promise to protect them in 
exchange for their bearing the brunt of 
the fight against ISIS? Trump says that 
it’s not a broken promise since he didn’t 
personally make it; the previous govern-
ment did. This raises the question if we 
really want all presidential commit-
ments to sunset when the president 
leaves office? Probably not.  

Trump also rationalizes that they 
didn’t help us during the Normandy 
Invasion. This is, of course, both com-
pletely true and irrelevant. Where was 
Norway at Concord and England at the 
Little Big Horn? And just where the hell 
was Russia at the Battle of Gettysburg? 
This is all nonsense. 

Farmer’s Market

I was at the Fullerton Farmers Market 
Wednesday.  I asked three vendors how 
far they drove.  Armando, 1st left side 
vendor, said he drives 4.5 hours to the 
market on Wednesday, longer going 
back.  He has been stuck in traffic for 
over 11 hours. Luis, the 2nd on the left, 
said he drove 2 hours to and from 
Perris. Umberto, the bread vendor on 
the right, said he drove 1 hour each way. 
I was amazed by how much effort these 
vendors put into the Fullerton Farmers 
Market. Each time I go I tell each ven-
dor, "Thank you for being here." 

 
Don  Waterbury Fullerton

 
 

Would Trump 
literally sell  
out an ally? 

The question 
answers itself. 

So why did Trump unilaterally Tweet 
that he would withdraw American 
troops that were protecting our friends, 
the Kurds, from our other friends, the 
Turks? The answer might be simple and 
corrupt. Start by following the money. 
The oil is in the north of Syria and Iraq. 
Turkey wants it, and Trump admires 
Erdogan. But there’s likely more.  

The scandal in the Ukraine often por-
trays Trump as a Godfather saying to 
Zelensky, “You got a nice military aid 
package there; would be a shame if 
something was to happen to it.” I know 
some want to portray Trump as Don 
Corleone (without the charm) but he 
may be closer to Fredo, the weak broth-
er. It’s fair to ask what Erdogan has on 
Trump. It’s fair because Trump brought 
it up and answered it himself! 

He revealed in an interview that he 
had conflicts of interest with Turkey 
because he had this “beautiful Trump 
Tower in Istanbul.” Could it be that it 
was Erdogan who said “You got a nice 
revenue-generating property (by licens-
ing agreement) in Turkey; would be a 
shame if something was to happen to 
it?” 

Would Trump literally sell out an ally? 
The question answers itself. 



COMMUNITY VIEWS

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION   

The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for 
the community.  The Observer welcomes letters on any 
subject of interest. Opinions are those of the writer.  We 
must verify your identity, but we allow initials only and 
town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in print if a 
reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. 
Opinions sent to us without name, address and phone 
number will not be printed. Due to space issues shorter let-
ters have a better chance of getting in. Please add your 
contact information so we can verify. Thanks!  

Email: observernews@earthlink.net  
or mail to: Fullerton Observer,  PO Box 7051,  

Fullerton CA 92834
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•Thank you for covering important com-
munity news! - Mr & Mrs F.  

•Thank you for this informative newspa-
per! I'm resubscribing by mail - my com-
puter doesn't always follow orders. - E.B 

 
•Keep up the fantastic work - especially 

local news (our only source).  
- Larry & Roseanne Little 

 
•Thanks for all the coverage you give to 

Veterans Day and Memorial Day. - Ed Paul 
 
•Your paper is a godsend to our community 

providing valuable news which the OC 
Register fails to do.I appreciate it and look for-
ward to each edition. Enclosed is my subscrip-
tion for the coming year. -Charlotte Cling 

PFAS: Please  
Pay Attention
Dear Councilmembers, City 

Manager Domer, and Director 
McWade, 

 
Please make this comment and the 

links part of the permanent record. 
Please do your homework on PFAS. 
There is plenty of science and it is 

critical that you get it right. 
We should not be petitioning the state 

to oppose stricter regulations on these 
chemicals. 

And without EPA designation it will 
be taxpayers instead of polluters on the 
hook once again. 

We should be looking into reverse 
osmosis and charcoal filtering systems 
if any of them are proving to be effec-
tive. 

Let’s not have a Flint situation here 
where regulators and officials too con-
cerned with costs have harmed the pub-
lic. 

 

•Findings from a Recent 
Congressional Hearing: 

 
To watch the Sept 10 hearing and 

access backup documents, visit 
https://oversight.house.gov/legisla-
tion/hearings/the-devil-they-knew-pfas-
contamination-and-the-need-for-cor-
porate-0  

•CDC: The Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) indicates studies in 
humans have shown that certain PFAS 
affect the developing fetus and child, 
including possible changes in growth, 
learning and behavior; they can also 
decrease fertility and interfere with the 
body’s natural hormones, increase cho-
lesterol, affect the immune system, and 
increase cancer risk. For more on this 
visit https://www.cdc.gov/biomonitor-
ing/PFAS_FactSheet.html 

 
•EWG: Also please see the very 

comprehensive Environmental 
Working Group’s study of PFAS which 
includes study documents at: 

 https://www.ewg.org/news-and-
analysis/2019/09/science-pfas-rebuttal-

3m-s-claims 
 
Here is a link to actual scientific stud-

ies for more info: 
https://ewgorg.app.box.com/s/6b877

4ag6wnhehmo2cmschqhbgwfxb3k 
 

S. Kennedy Fullerton

Sweet Notes from Subscribers
Each year around October we ask our subscribers to resubscribe if they want to continue 

receiving the Fullerton Observer through the mail. We want to thank all those who have respond-
ed so far, and also welcome the new people who have subscribed. Also we want to thank those 
who sent in a  bit extra!  We will put that extra to good use! We always get lots of notes of encour-
agement and will share some of them as space allows. Thanks for enjoying the paper!

Why are Americans so Confused About the  
Meaning of “Democratic Socialism”?  by Lawrence Wittner

The meaning of democratic social-
ism―a mixture of political and econom-
ic democracy―should be no mystery to 
Americans.  After all, socialist programs 
have been adopted in most other demo-
cratic nations.  And, in fact, Americans 
appear happy enough with a wide range 
of democratic socialist institutions in the 
United States, including public schools, 
public parks, minimum wage laws, 
Social Security, public radio, unemploy-
ment insurance, public universities, 
Medicare, public libraries, the U.S. 
postal service, public roads, and high 
taxes on the wealthy. 

Even so, large numbers of Americans 
seem remarkably confused about demo-
cratic socialism.  This April, at a CNN 
town hall in New Hampshire, an 
attendee complained to Senator Bernie 
Sanders, a leading proponent of demo-
cratic socialism, that her father’s family 
left the Soviet Union, “fleeing from 
some of the very socialist policies that 
you seem eager to implement in this 
country.”  Sanders responded: “Is it your 
assumption that I supported or believe in 
authoritarian communism that existed in 
the Soviet Union?  I don’t.  I never have, 
and I opposed it.”  He added: “What 
democratic socialism means to me is we 
expand Medicare, we provide educa-
tional opportunity to all Americans, we 
rebuild our crumbling infrastructure.” 

But, despite Sanders’ personal popu-
larity and the popularity of the programs 
he advocates, large numbers of 
Americans―especially from older gen-
erations―remain uneasy about “social-
ism.”  Not surprisingly, Donald Trump 
and other rightwing Republicans have 
seized on this to brand the Democrats as 
the party of socialist dictatorship. 

Why does socialism―even something 
as innocuously labeled as democratic 
socialism―have this stigma? 

Originally, “socialism” was a vague 
term, encompassing a variety of differ-
ent approaches to securing greater eco-
nomic equality.  These included 
Christian socialism, utopian socialism, 
Marxian socialism, syndicalism, evolu-
tionary socialism, and revolutionary 
socialism.  For a time, Socialist parties 
in many countries, including the 
Socialist Party of America, housed these 
differing tendencies. 

But the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution 
led to a lasting division in the world 
socialist movement.  The Bolsheviks, 
grim survivors of Russia’s centuries-old 
Czarist tyranny and vigorous proponents 
of socialist revolution, regarded the 
democratic, parliamentary path followed 
by the Socialist parties of other coun-
tries with scorn.  Consequently, renam-
ing themselves Communists, they estab-
lished Communist parties in other lands 

and called upon “true revolutionaries” to 
join them.  Many did so.  As a result, the 
world socialist movement became divid-
ed between Socialist parties (champi-
oning multi-party elections and civil lib-
erties) and rival Communist parties 
(championing violent revolution fol-
lowed by a Communist Party dictator-
ship).   

Despite the clear difference between 
Socialist parties (promoting democratic 
socialism, often termed social democra-
cy) and Communist parties (promoting 
the authoritarian Soviet model and 
Soviet interests), plus 
the bitter hostility that 
often existed between 
them, many Americans 
associated one with the 
other. 

This confusion was 
enhanced, in subse-
quent decades, by the 
tendency of 
Communists to cling 
to the term “socialist.”  
As “socialism” had 
positive connotations 
for many people 
around the world, 
Communist leaders 
frequently argued that 
Socialists weren’t 
“socialist” at all, and that Communists 
were the only true “socialists.”  
Communist-led nations alone, they 
claimed, represented “real socialism.” 

Actually, Communist and Socialist 
parties didn’t have much in common.  
The Soviet government and later 
unelected Communist regimes―much 
like fascist and other rightwing govern-
ments―became notorious as brutal 
tyrannies that instituted mass imprison-
ment, torture, and murder.  In reaction, 
many Communists grew disillusioned, 
quit their parties, or sought to reform 
them, while popular uprisings toppled 
Communist dictatorships.  By contrast, 
Socialist parties won elections repeated-
ly and governed numerous nations 
where, less dramatically, they enacted 
democratic socialist programs.  
Nowhere did these programs lead to the 
destruction of political democracy. 

Meanwhile, the Socialist Party of 
America gradually disintegrated.  One 
reason for its decline was government 
repression during World War I and the 
postwar “Red Scare.” Another was that, 
in the 1930s, the Democratic Party 
adopted some of its platform (including 
a massive jobs program, Social Security, 
a wealth tax, union rights for workers, 
and minimum wage legislation) and 
absorbed most of its constituency.  
Rather than acknowledge the socialist 
roots of these popular policies, President 

Franklin Roosevelt and the Democrats 
chose to talk of a New Deal for “the 
common man.”  This sleight of hand 
boosted the Democrats and further 
undermined the dwindling Socialist 
Party. 

In response, conservatives―especial-
ly big business, its wealthy owners, and 
their political defenders―acted as if a 
Red revolution had arrived.  Assailing 
Social Security, Republican 
Congressman Daniel Reed predicted 
that “the lash of the dictator will be felt.”  
In January 1936, at a gala dinner spon-

sored by the American 
Liberty League, a group of 
wealthy business and conser-
vative leaders, Al Smith―the 
former New York Governor 
who had turned sharply 
against the Roosevelt admin-
istration―addressed the 
gathering and a national 
radio audience.  Charging 
that New Dealers had enact-
ed “the Socialist platform,” 
he asserted that “there can be 
only one capital, Washington 
or Moscow.  There can be 
only one atmosphere of gov-
ernment, the clear, pure, 
fresh air of free America, or 
the foul breath of communis-

tic Russia.” 
During America’s Cold War con-

frontation with the Soviet Union, con-
servatives frequently employed this line 
of attack.  “If Medicare passes into law, 
the consequences will be dire beyond 
imagining,” Ronald Reagan warned a 
radio audience in the early 1960s.  “You 
and I are going to spend our sunset years 
telling our children, and our children’s 
children, what it once was like in 
America when men were free.”  Against 
this backdrop, most Democrats kept 
their distance from the word “social-
ism,” while much of the public simply 
wrote it off as meaning tanks in 
Moscow’s Red Square. 

More recently, of course, the disap-
pearance of the Soviet Union and most 
other Communist nations, rising eco-
nomic inequality, the attractive model of 
Scandinavian democratic socialism, and 
Bernie Sanders’ Americanization of 
“socialism” have enhanced the popular-
ity of “socialism”―in its democratic 
socialist form―in the United States. 

It’s probably premature to predict that 
most Americans will finally recognize 
the democratic socialist nature of many 
programs they admire.  But that’s cer-
tainly a possibility.    

 
Dr. Lawrence Wittner is Professor of 
History emeritus at SUNY/Albany 

FIREWORKS IN BREA
According to the Brea Police 

Department, they received 27 firework 
related calls for service from July 3 thru 
July 5th.  

This runs counter to the recent report 
given by the Fire Marshall which 
claimed Brea “was dark and quiet.” 

—CT Fullerton 

 
Democratic 

socialist programs 
in the U.S. 

include public 
schools, public 
parks, Social 

Security, public 
radio, unemploy-
ment insurance, 

public universities, 
Medicare, public 

libraries, etc.
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Deaths of Homeless People in OC
May they rest in peace. (source: OC Coroner’s Office) 

Anaheim: • Sherry Dimichele, 9/3  • Landon Buchanan, 9/7
La Habra: • Randolph Aguirre, 9/26  Laguna Hills: • Neparteria Bailey, 9/13

Huntington Beach: • James O’Keefe Santa Ana: • Isidro Rojas, Jr, 9/14  
• Jesse Ramirez, 9/14  • Benjamin Hein, 9/28

Orange: • Liberato Caballero, 9/26 San Clemente: • Joseph Beron, 9/18

Valerie Krammer
Valerie Krammer was born on June

8, 1990 in Fullerton and passed away
quietly in her home on September 27,
2019. 

Valerie graduated from CSUF in
2013, before pursuing a career with
Disneyland as a Guest Relations
Manager.

She is survived by parents Maura and
Raimund Krammer; sisters Melissa
Zink, Erin, and Samantha Krammer;
niece Charlotte Krammer; and brother-
in-law Benjamin Zink.

Valerie joins her hero Opa Xavier
Krammer and all the departed souls of
her family. She has returned to the
heavenly angels among the stars to
shine her brilliant light and joy for all
who remember her. Valerie’s love, gen-
erosity, and warmth remain always in
our hearts.

Services were held October 11 at St.
Angela Merici Church and she was laid
to rest at Queen of Heaven Cemetery.

Nancy Land Alexander Hefft
Nancy Land Alexander Hefft, age 77,

passed away on Saturday, September 28,
surrounded by family.

She was born to the late Howard P.
Alexander and Anne Northington
Alexander on April 22, 1942. She spent
her childhood in Leimert Park and the
Baldwin Hills of Los Angeles, where she
graduated from Dorsey High School in
1960. She attended Los Angeles City
College and Colorado State University. 

Nancy married Wayne Alsteen Hefft
in Los Angeles in June of 1964. Nancy
and Wayne raised their three children,
Lori, Shari, and Wayne Jr., in Fullerton.

Nancy gave generously of her time to
many charity, church, school, and
sports activities.

Nancy and Wayne moved to Atlanta,
Georgia in 1995. When Wayne sudden-
ly died in 1999, Nancy moved back to
be with her family in San Clemente,
especially her grandchildren Cory,
Bryce, and Grace Schubert, Heather
and Samantha Brandriff, Celeste and

Max Braeutigam, and Shay and Jason
Hefft.

Family was always a first priority for
Nancy. She was so excited to know that
her first great granchild was on the way.
She delighted in sharing the successes,
joys and accomplishments of her kids
and grandkids. She will be missed and
remembered for her loving support, her
encouraging attitude, her loyalty to
every sports activity of every family
member, her warm hugs, her ready
smile, and her happy outlook.

Nancy is survived by her three chil-
dren and their spouses: Lori and Steve
Schubert, Shari and Rick Braeutigam;
Wayne and Uki Hefft; her nine grand-
children; her sister Penny Alexander
Bentley (Donald); her nephew Jim
Bentley and nieces Jill and Janet
Bentley. Nancy was pre-deceased by her
husband Wayne and her parents.

A private graveside service was held
on Saturday, October 5.

William Klinghoffer was born on June
5, 1934 in Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania to
Helen Louise Doughtery and Joseph
Klinghoffer.  His father and mother were
both from Newark, New Jersey.  His
paternal grandparents were Hyman and
Katherine Klinghoffer. His maternal
grandmother was Lena Girdion. He had a
younger sister, Rhoda
Greenberg. Bill passed on
September 27, 2019 at the
age of 85.

He grew up in
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania
and Wheeling, West Virgina
where he attended
Triadelphia High School
and he participated in foot-
ball, baseball and swim-
ming.  

Bill attended college at
West Virginia University.
During his second year he joined the
Army where he was a personnel clerk from
1954 to 1956. After his service, Bill
returned to West Virginia University
where he met Jean, his wife to be. He then
followed Jean to California and they got
married on Sept 23, 1957. Bill graduated
with a degree in teacher education and
history.  He then got his M.A. from Los
Angeles State University.

Throughout his life, Bill kept busy. He
started as a young boy cutting grass and
working in his father’s magazine and fab-

ricating businesses.  In college he was a
truck driver, swim instructor, and life-
guard. His real career began in 1965
teaching second graders. He went on to
teach science and mathematics at the high
school and college level. In addition to
teaching, Bill was highly involved in the
teacher’s union.

Bill was passionate about
two things in life, golf and
music. He was an excellent
golfer and won numerous
trophies. In 1999 Bill and his
friends created a nonprofit
organization called Friends
of Jazz. Jazz was one of Bill’s
passions in life and he always
believed in supporting the
arts in education. Friends of
Jazz has touched the lives of
well over 500,000 musicians
through school music pro-

grams and scholarships.
Bill was a loving and caring family man,

and had a great sense of humor. He and
Jean enjoyed hosting events at their home
and being involved in their community. 

Bill will be greatly missed. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Jean, son Jeffrey, daugh-
ters Karen and Jenifer, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren. To honor his memo-
ry, in lieu of flowers, kindly donate to
Friends of Jazz P.O. Box 5671, Fullerton,
CA 92838-0671 or online Donation |
Friends Of Jazz Inc. 

William “Bill” Klinghoffer
JUNE 5, 1934 - SEPTEMBER 27, 2019
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The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To 
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide 
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable 
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10 for 50 words or less 
per issue. Payment is by check only.   The Observer assumes no liability for 
ads placed here. However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a 
service,  please let us know at (714) 525-6402.  Call City Hall at (714) 738-
6531 to inquire about business licenses. For contractor license verification go 
to the California State Contractor License Board website at  
www.cslb.ca.gov.       

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS  
Call (714) 525-6402

HOME REPAIR
LICENSED HOME SERVICES 
Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors, 

Patio Covers, Fences, Gates   
CSLB #744432.   

Free estimates (714) 272-8702 
 

CITY JOB OPENINGS 
(updated Sept 9, 2019) 

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and 
click on the “How Do I” tab and then 
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on 
the “Apply” link or visit Fullerton City 
Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth Ave. 

•Deputy City Manager 
 $105,678 - $158,518  
•Location Specialist  
$4,083 - $5,212 Monthly 
•Forensic Specialist I 
Police Department 
Full Time $4,381- $5,593 Monthly 
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker 
$12-$13/hr No Benefits/Temporary

EMPLOYMENT

WANT TO BUY
Wanted: OLDER ENGINEERING 

& TECHNICAL BOOKS 

Engineering, physics, mathematics, 
electronics, aeronautics, welding, 

woodworking, HVAC, metalworking 
and other types of technical books pur-
chased. Large Collections (25+ books) 

Preferred. Please call Deborah  
(714) 528-8297 

FULLERTON ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT JOBS  

•Child Development Services  
Supervisor $6,431-$7,102.  
Deadline 9/26 at 4pm. 
•Bilingual Translator/Tech 

(Spanish)  
$21 - $27/hour. Deadline 9/26 at 4pm. 
•HVAC Tech $4,584-$5,864/month 
Deadline 9/23 at 4pm 
•Instructional Assistant $15-$20/hr 
Deadline 9/23 at 4pm 
•SDC Teacher Mild/Moderate  
Jr. High Certificated Salary 
Deadline 10/3 at 4pm 
•Playground Supervisor On Call 
Substitute $15.57/hr Deadline 9/26 
•School Bus Driver $20-$25/hr 
 Deadline 9/18 at 4pm 
•School Office Manager  
$4,934/month. Deadline 9/18 at 4pm 
And more. Apply at www.edjoin.org   

FULLERTON HIGH SCHOOL  
DISTRICT JOB OPENINGS  

•Head Varsity Track & Field Coach  
$3,870 stipend per season.  
Deadline 9/20 at 8am 
•Instructional Aide $17.44-$22.25/hr 
•Custodial & Grounds Worker 
  Substitute $20.24/hr 
•Vehicle Mechanic Sub $27.19/hr 
And more. Apply at www.edjoin.org   

(updated Sept 9, 2019) 

CHERRY & OAK FURNITURE  
Six-piece Kincaid cherrywood bed-

room set: Cal King 4-poster bed, triple 
dresser w/wing top mirror, highboy 
dresser, 2 night stands. Also 5-shelf oak 
bookcase (71" tall x 29" wide x 12" 
deep). Call Mike at (714) 598-8995 or 
email mhent112@att.net 

 

FOR SALE

BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,  
Fullerton, CA 92832 

714-879-5868 x5  www.michellegottlieb.com

        INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE  & FAMILY THERAPY 
MICHELLE  GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT  

Listen to Your Body

Listen to your body. Wise words. 
But how many people truly abide by 
them? Athletes do, to a point since 
they often push themselves to the 
point of damage. Students don’t lis-
ten, since they often push themselves 
until they get sick. Employees don’t, 
employers don’t, parents don’t. 
Perhaps the only ones that do are 
babies. Babies are finely attuned to 
their bodies. If they are wet or hun-
gry, they cry until they are taken care 
of. If they are tired, they sleep. If they 
are done sleeping, they awaken. They 
do not care what time is it, who else 
is around, what they “should” do or 
“shouldn’t” do. They just do whatev-
er their bodies tell them to do. For 
instance, have you ever tried to get a 
baby to eat who is done? Even if you 
manage to get any more food into 

them, they will then just spit it right 
back up. We have a great deal to learn 
from babies. They know what they 
need, and they get that need taken 
care of. What an interesting concept. 
We have learned to ignore what our 
bodies say. If we still see food on the 
plate, we will keep eating even 
though we are no longer hungry. We 
eat for many reasons: anxiety, bore-
dom, loneliness, and, oh yeah, 
hunger. We stay awake past the time 
our bodies are ready to sleep. We 
wake up before we are ready. 

Wouldn’t it be interesting to listen 
to our bodies? To hear when we are in 
pain, to attend when our bodies are 
telling us to rest? Maybe, just maybe, 
if we learned from babies, we would 
all be healthier and happier. Just a 
thought. 

Visit www.fullertonobserver.com 
to see how you can advertise your 

goods or services!

ANSWER KEY
TO PUZZLE

“NIGHTLY”
on page 7: 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019

PUZZLE MASTER

Valerie Brickey 
was born in 

Fullerton and 
returned to raise
her family here.  
She has been 
contributing 

puzzles since 2014. PREPARING FOR THE 2020 CENSUS

The census is now available in 12 lan-
guages to support a linguistically 
diverse population, including Spanish, 
Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean, Russian, 
Arabic, Tagalog, Polish, French, Haitian 
Creole, Portuguese, and Japanese.  

Respondees will also have the option, 
for the fist time in American history, to 
respond online. There will also be the 
traditional mail-in forms and phone 
methods as well. 

To help ensure everyone is counted, 
the Census Bureau is encouraging cities 
to form “Complete Count Committees 
(CCC)” to include local leaders and 
organizations. Currently neighboring 
cities such as Santa Ana, Anaheim, 
Irvine, La Palma, and Buena Park are 
forming CCCs. Fullerton does not yet 
have a CCC but according to City 
Manager Domer, one is in the works. 

Additionally, the Fullerton 
Collaborative has stepped up and com-
mitted to include the census in their 
agenda at each of their board meetings. 

“The reason to form CCCs is really to 
focus and have an organizational syner-
gy to unify efforts in stirring census 
awareness for the city of Fullerton. An 
effective CCC would have leaders from 

the community who can bring that 
important education and awareness for a 
complete count in 2020,” Lee said. 

In the 2010 census, there was a low 
census response in this area of 31.3%. 

Nancy Avila is the regional census 
campaign manager for Naleo 
Educational Fund, a non-profit, non-par-
tisan organization that seeks to facilitate 
full Latino participation in the American 
political process, from citizenship to 
public service. 

 “Our organization is making available 
various census campaign resources 
including bilingual English/Spanish fact 
sheets, Powerpoint presentations, social 
media, and a bilingual census hotline 
than anyone can call for information on 
the census and to report any concerns,” 
Avila said. 

 “The census is very important for 
both our country and the city here,” City 
Manger Ken Domer said. His Deputy 
City Manager will be working on the 
Complete Count Committee. 

The US Census Bureau is currently 
hiring people for the 2020 census. Those 
interested can go online to 
2020census.gov/jobs.  

For more information visit www.cen-
sus.gov. 

Continued from frontpage

Pumpkins Fly Again!
by Jere Greene 

 
The Annual Trebuchet and Catapult 

Pumpkin Launch will be held on 
Saturday, November 2 at the Cal State 
Fullerton's athletic field from 10:00 a.m. 
To 2:00 p.m.  

The Discovery Science Center and the 
University team up to offer this day of 
free, family oriented fun. Based on the 
principals of STEM, various groups 
enter their projects to see who will win 
the Pumpkin Launch Trophy for the 
year.  

Targets are spread out across the field, 
but the objective is accuracy rather than 
distance. Bleachers provide an overall 
view of the morning practice shots as 

well as the final, official competition, 
but many families prefer to bring blan-
kets and camp out on the grass for a 
ground level position. 

The west side of the field provides 
students and families many hands-on 
opportunities to design and build their 
own devices and partake in the mini 
competition. Bring your cameras as this 
is defiantly an opportunity to capture the 
younger set enjoying themselves. 

Gourmet food trucks are on hand for 
visitors to purchase a variety of 
lunchtime selections. 

Signs direct visitors to the athletic 
field located in the center of the campus 
at 800 North State College Blvd, 
Fullerton, CA.
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Japanese 
Performing Arts

Above: UCI 
taiko  
drummers. 
 
 
 
Left: Live 
Japanese cal-
ligraphy 
 
 
 
 
Right: Burai 
Productions 
Samurai 
Group per-
form

As part of Muzeo’s “I Am an 
American Art & Education Series, 
Muzeo is in Anaheim presented a free 
day of Japanese performing arts on 
Saturday October 5.  This colorful, 
musical and fun event took place in the 
Muzeo Plaza on Center Street in down-
town Anaheim.  Visitors were able to 
witness the power of taiko, the beauty of 
Bon Odori, the skill of the samurai and 
more. Performers included Burai 
Productions Samurai Group, UC 
Irvine’s Jodaiko, Orange County 
Buddhist Church Bon Odori Dancers, 
Origami Art Lessons, and Sogetsu 
Ikebana Group flower arrangement 
demonstration. 

“I am an American: Japanese 
Incarceration in a Time of Fear” is on 
display at Muzeo through Nov. 3. 
www.muzeo.org.

7th Annual Titan Fast Pitch  
Entrepreneur Competition October 26

CSUF presents the Titan Fast Pitch 
Competition which will take place from 
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
October 26 inside the newly-renovated 
TSU.   This free event will spotlight inno-
vative local student entrepreneurs as 
they compete for scholarship prizes and 
have their voices heard. Hosted by the 
CSUF Mihaylo College of Business and 
Economics Centers for 
Entrepreneurship and Economic 
Education, the event will be open to  all 
university and college students, high 
school students, and middle school stu-
dents. Competitors will have multiple 

chances to pitch their startup ideas to our 
judges. After the first bullpen round of 
60-second pitches, scores will be 
instantly tabulated and successful candi-
dates will move on to the Lightning 
Round. The Lightning Round is an 
accelerated Q&A panel, administered by 
distinguished judges. After all questions 
have been asked and pitches made our 
judges will determine the winners. 
Winners will receive scholarships and 
exposure for their ideas and themselves. 

To register for the event, visit: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/titan-fast-
pitch-competition-tickets-65129718742

Top four middle school student teams at last year's Fast Pitch. Photo Matt Petit. 


