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Dia de Los Muertos: Baile Folklorico Dancers perform at the Fullerton College  
Day of the Dead Celebration on October 24th. More photos on page 20.

Continued on page 2 THE CITY OF FULLERTON  
VS. THE FFFF BLOG by Jesse La Tour 

Trustees to Vote on Fullerton College Stadium

The North Orange County 
Community College District presented 
its latest plans regarding the proposed 
stadium at Fullerton College at a Board 
of Trustees meeting on Tuesday Oct 22.   

 The NOCCCD published their Final 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
recently.  Here’s the link to download it 
(www.fullcoll.edu/docs/SFFEcorrected.
pdf).   

 There was a formal presentation of 
the Final EIR led by FC President Dr. 
Greg Schulz.  Reps from Dudek (EIR 
consultants) and the sound, lighting, and 
traffic experts also spoke.  The public 
comment period followed, which went 
for about 45 minutes.  The first 7-8 

speakers, all staff, alumni, and a couple 
students from the District/College, 
spoke in support of the project. 

 Before the Final EIR was published, 
NOCCCD President Brown organized a 
meeting between leaders of the group 
opposing the stadium as well as 
Chancellor Marshall, President Schulz, 
and Rodrigo Garcia, who is overseeing 
the stadium project on behalf of 
Fullerton College.  Many of the con-
cerns expressed by the opposition group 
leaders in this meeting were included in 
the Final EIR as restrictions on usage of 
the stadium.   

 

Two Fullerton 
Wildfires 
Contained

The Fullerton Fire Department 
responded to a brush fire in the Brea 
Dam area of Fullerton on Wednesday 
October 30. Fullerton Fire, Orange 
County Fire Authority Air Ops, and 
Fullerton Police responded. Harbor Blvd 
was temporarily closed in both direc-
tions from Brea Blvd to Bastanchury. 

Within a few hours, the fire was under 
control and the forward rate of spread 
had been stopped. 

Another fire broke out in Fullerton 
around 7:40pm on the same day at the 
northeast corner of Castlewood Drive 
and Gilbert burning 11 acres and caus-
ing road closures and evacuations before 
being fully contained Thursday morn-
ing, according to the Fullerton Police 
Department. 

An Evacuation Center was opened at 
the Fullerton Community Center on W. 
Commonwealth and the evacuation 
order was lifted at 10:30pm Wed. 

Crews from LA and OC fire agencies 
joined Fullerton Fire working through 
the night to ensure no homes were lost. 
There were no injuries reported and no 
homes were burned.  

 The city of Fullerton filed a lawsuit 
against the Friends for Fullerton’s 
Future (FFFF) Blog  and some of its 
authors for allegedly illegally down-
loading confidential files from a city 
Dropbox folder and posting these files 
on their blog on October 24. 

According to Matthew Strebe, CEO of 
Connetic, whom the city contracted to 
do a forensic analysis of its Dropbox 
account, FFFF author Joshua Ferguson 
and others knowingly accessed confi-
dential, private and privileged material 
using foreign Virtual Private Networks 
(VPN) and TOR (designed for stealth 
access) to anonymize their activities to 
grab files that were stored or placed on 
the shared file service, to which they 
were not authorized access. 

According to a press release issued by 
the City, “The actions of the Blog have 
placed the City in a position to defend 
[itself] against claims of breach of con-
fidentiality and have potentially put at 

risk the security of protected informa-
tion of both employees and members of 
the public.” 

The FFFF blog and its authors have 
submitted numerous Public Records 
requests to the city in recent years. The 
city’s lawsuit explains that, in the course 
of responding to these requests, some-
times FFFF bloggers were given access 
to folders in the City’s Dropbox account. 

The question remains whether a city 
employee accidentally gave the Blog 
access to its entire dropbox account. 
City Manager Ken Domer says no; how-
ever, in a written statement as part of the 
lawsuit, Assistant City Clerk Mea Klein 
stated that “There were a few occasions 
where the City inadvertently sent PRA 
requesters a link to the City’s entire 
Dropbox account, but in each such 
instance, the PRA requester was provid-
ed the name of the specific subfolder 
containing the responsive documents.” 

Continued on page 5

Vets Day Parade

Continued on page 5

On November 11 at 10:30am, the City 
of Fullerton and American Legion Post 
142 will holding a free event for the 
public honoring all U.S. veterans who 
served and sacrificed for freedom fol-
lowed by a parade in Fullerton’s historic 
downtown to Hillcrest Park.  

Brigadier General Stuart E. Warner 
will be the guest speaker. The event will 
include patriotic songs, a flower presen-
tation, and an Honor Guard. The parade 
begins at Downtown Museum Plaza and 
ends at Hillcrest Park. 



Page 2  FULLERTON OBSERVER   EARLY NOVEMBER 2019LOCAL & REGIONAL NEWS

Two Fullerton 
Wildfires 
Contained

Arson investigators are working to 
determine the cause. A flare gun was 
found near the scene. 

Fullerton Firefighters were on scene 
throughout the day to ensure the fire is 
completely out, performing “mop up” 
and patrolling the burn areas. 

Last winter’s rains resulted in an over-
growth of invasive weeds like mustard 
and thistle that created dry, thick brush 
that acted as fuel for these local fires, 
which were exacerbated by the Santa 
Ana winds. 

These local fires came just three days 
after Governor Newsom declared a 
“State of Emergency” due to the fires 
raging across the state in recent days. 

Here are some details of other 
California wildfires still being fought, as 
of October 31, according to CBS news: 

-Kincade Fire in Northern California: 
76,825 acres burned; 60% contained 

-Easy Fire in Southern California: 
1,723 acres burned; 10% contained 

-Getty Fire in Southern California: 
745 acres burned; 39% contained 

-The Hillside Fire and the 46 Fire 
broke out early Thursday morning 

-About 53,000 homes and businesses 
are still affected by Pacific Gas & 

Electric’s power shutoff after it cut elec-
tricity to millions of people in an effort 
to prevent new fires. 

Causes of these fires vary, from out-
dated infrastructure to humans acciden-
tally starting them, but the situation has 
been made worse by conditions created 
by climate change—hotter temperatures 
make the land drier and more prone to 
fires. 

According to a recent study published 

in the journal Earth’s Future, in 
California, warm-season day tempera-
tures have increased by 2.5 degrees 
since the early 1970s. 

“The clearest link between California 
wildfire and anthropogenic climate 
change thus far has been via warming-
driven increases in atmospheric aridity, 
which works to dry fuels and promote 
summer forest fire,” the report states. “It 
is well established that warming pro-

motes wildfire throughout the western 
US, particularly in forested regions, by 
enhancing atmospheric moisture 
demand and reducing summer soil mois-
ture as snowpack declines.” 

The lead author of the study was Park 
Williams, a professor at the Lamont-
Doherty Earth Observatory at Columbia 
University, who says that the moisture 
deficit caused by climate change will 
likely double by 2060.

Continued from frontpage

Fullerton Firefighters work to contain the fire near the Brea Dam. Photo by Jensen Hallstrom.

Center for Healthy Neighborhoods  
Holds Open House

The CSUF Center for Healthy 
Neighborhoods at the Richman 
Community Center in Fullerton invited 
the community to an Open House event 
on October 18. The event featured free 
food, music, and activities. 

The Center for Healthy 
Neighborhoods aims “to alleviate edu-
cation and health disparities, revitalize 
neighborhoods, and reduce the cycle of 
poverty for low income children and 
families.” 

The Center features an arts for kids 
program, a career planning and develop-
ment program, counseling, fitness 
courses, health screening and assess-
ments, and youth programs which seek 
to help “adolescents and teens reach 
their full potential.” 

After-school tutoring, computer train-
ing, and college readiness programs are 
led by graduate students from Cal State 
Fullerton, who also serve as mentors. 

The CSUF Center for Healthy 
Neighborhoods also provides intern-
ships and practicum experience to Cal 
State Fullerton students. 

County Opens Seasonal Armory 
Emergency Shelter in Fullerton

The county of Orange, in partnership 
with Mercy House Inc. and the 
California National Guard, has opened 
the seasonal Armory Emergency Shelter 
(armory) in Fullerton more than a month 
earlier than usual, providing up to 200 
beds for individuals experiencing home-
lessness. 

 The Armory typically runs operations 
during the cold weather season and pro-
vides shelter along with a nutritious 
meal, warm shower, safe place to sleep 
and a wide variety of supportive servic-
es. Doors open at 7 p.m., and shuttles 
will begin pick-ups at 6 p.m. from mul-
tiple locations to transport program par-
ticipants to the facility at 400 S. 
Brookhurst Road. Walk-ups will not be 
permitted. 

 As in previous years, many agencies 
will provide on-site services aimed at 
breaking the cycle of homelessness and 
moving individuals to self-sufficiency 

and independent living. These agencies 
include, but are not limited to, Orange 
County Health Care Agency, Orange 
County Social Services Agency, Mental 
Health Association of Orange County 
and Orange County Rescue Mission. 
Donations from nonprofit organizations, 
churches and individuals add to the 
available resources to make this pro-
gram a success. 

The Armory Emergency Shelter pro-
gram is operated by Mercy House 
through a contract and funding by the 
County’s OC Community Resources 
department. 

For further information about the 
Fullerton armory including shuttle pick-
up locations, visit the Mercy House 
webpage (www.mercyhouse.net) or con-
tact Mercy House at (714) 836-7188 ext. 
170. For volunteer information, contact 
(714) 836-7188 ext. 168 or 
AlyssaS@mercyhouse.net. 

Community leaders served free food to guests at the Open House.
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Transportation Center Hotel 
Community Meeting

by Jane Rands 
 
In December of last year, former 

Fullerton Mayor Doug Chaffee and City 
Council approved an Exclusive 
Negotiating Agreement (ENA) between 
the City and a developer for a hotel on 
city-owned land at the Fullerton 
Transportation Center. The city has not 
determined whether the 2.5-acre parking 
lot on the north side of the train tracks 
between South Pomona Ave and Terry’s 
Automotive will be sold to or given to 
the developer. 

According to Fullerton’s Community 
and Economic Development Director 
Matt Foulkes, the agreement required 
Craig Hostert, CFO of ParkWest 
Construction to hold a community meet-
ing, which took place on Monday, 
October 14 at the Fullerton Library. 

Hostert said the 175 foot, 6-story 
“1930s industrial-look” hotel is “in the 
early planning stages.” The plan 
includes a “middle-range” priced restau-
rant and a rooftop bar. He is “in talks” 
with Hilton Tapestry who would brand, 
market, and provide booking service for 
the hotel franchise. “Big brands” like 
Hilton require about 125 rooms to 
“make economic sense,” Hostert  said. 

The hotel also includes a three and a 
half-story, 240-space parking structure, 
with 127 parking spaces for hotel guests 
and hotel employees located on the east 
side of the hotel. The number of hotel 
parking spaces assumes 70% of the 
hotel will be occupied. 

Hostert said he will also redo the park-
ing lot in front of the train station as a 
“public benefit.” He plans to move 
Amtrak buses and other pick up and 

drop off services closer to the tracks and 
to add more parking spaces to help him 
meet the total number of spaces required 
by the city for the hotel project. 

The Southern California Railway 
Plaza Association (SCRPA), which runs 
the Fullerton Train Museum 
(www.fullertontrainmuseum.org) and 
hosts Railroad Days in the parking lot 
where the hotel will be built, supports 
the project. Hostert said 
the design “accommo-
dates a new entrance to 
the train museum.” He 
showed a drawing of an 
iron gate on the edge of 
the parking lot where visi-
tors can access the railcars 
exhibited on the east side 
of the depot. SCRPA 
Board President, Harold 
Benash said the hotel 
meeting room space 
would “give us an oppor-
tunity to have a small con-
vention.” 

Hostert will not be mak-
ing any changes to the his-
toric depot that he says, “Needs a paint 
job.”  

Bushala Brothers, Inc. maintains the 
historic depot where Amtrak provides 
ticketing, restrooms, and bag check 
services, and manages the loading docks 
under a long-term agreement with the 
former Redevelopment Agency. Hostert 
said Bushala Brothers plans to open a 
jazz club for which the hotel plan 
includes an entrance. 

The hotel project would not affect the 
Spaghetti Factory or its parking lot. It 
does, however, require relocating the 

OCTA bus bay, moving it closer to the 
train station. 

Hostert gave a personal reason for 
locating the hotel at the Fullerton 
Transportation Center. He said he lives 
in Fullerton and he thinks, “Fullerton’s 
Downtown is dilapidated.” He said he 
wants to improve downtown and com-
plained that JMI Realty had a contract 
with the city to build but “they did noth-
ing for 12 years.” 

A joint venture called FTC 
Acquisition, LLC between JMI Realty 
and The Morgan Group, under contract 
with the former Fullerton 

Redevelopment Agency, 
created the Fullerton 
Transportation Center 
Specific Plan (FTC SP). 
JMI was given exclusive 
development rights. The 
“Purpose and Intent" of 
the FTC SP as approved 
by the City Council in 
2010 was to “create a 
sustainable transit-ori-
ented district.” 

In 2011 the League of 
California Cities gave 
the plan a CA Catalyst 
Gold Project award as a 
“market-based plan” for 
“a sustainable transit-

oriented neighborhood.” In 2012, for-
mer Governor Brown ended 
Redevelopment, leaving 
Redevelopment assets in flux. The 
“market-based” plan, however, never 
materialized under JMI, because with-
out access to Redevelopment assets, 
development was not feasible. 

At the Community Meeting, City 
Project Manager Heather Allen said the 
hotel project will leverage the FTC SP 
and its Environmental Impact Review 
(EIR) though both will have to be mod-
ified to facilitate the hotel. 

Despite the hotel project being predi-
cated upon the existing plan that states, 
“The FTC Specific Plan is designated to 
achieve certification under (the US 
Green Building Council’s) Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design,” 
when asked about carbon offset or solar 
power for the hotel, Hostert said he had 
not considered it. Similarly, Hostert 
responded to questions about possible 
negative impacts to public transit saying 
it was OCTA’s responsibility. 

Another disconnect between the FTC 
SP and the hotel project is the require-
ment from the city architect, according 
to Hostert, that the hotel be built to repli-
cate a 1930s Industrial building. The 
“New Buildings” section of the SP 
states, “Buildings will be designed with 
contemporary architectural styles." 
Fullerton Heritage Board Member Katie 
Dalton said the 1930s design “confused” 
her, though she did not oppose it. 

There was a contingent of Carpenter's 
Union Workers at the meeting who said 
they support the project. They asked for 
local carpenters to be hired at a living 
wage. They cited the collapse of the 
Hard Rock Hotel in New Orleans while 
under construction as a reason to hire 
union workers who train in safety and 
make a goal of everybody going home 
safe after work each day. Hostert said he 
mostly did not use union workers, but 
did not preclude their inclusion. 

 Next year there will be formal Public 
Hearings at Planning Commission and 
City Council meetings to potentially 
recommend and approve, respectively, 
the environmental analysis and designs. 
In the interim, the disposition of the land 
should come before the city council. 

 

See pg. 6 for a photo rendering of 
the proposed hotel. 

Local carpenters encouraged the developer to hire union workers. Craig Hostert, CFO of ParkWest Construction discusses the project.

 
 

The 175 foot,  
6-story 1930s 
industrial- 
looking hotel  
is in the early  

planning  
stages.
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The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.  
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video  

of council meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.   
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 

Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES 
OCTOBER 15 MEETING

Closed Session 
Before every public city council meeting, there is a “closed session” in which 

council meets with various parties to discuss items outside view of the public. 
During this closed session, Council met with staff to discuss negotiations with the 
city’s employee unions (police, fire, general) regarding salaries, benefits and work-
ing conditions. Council also met with legal council regarding the following lawsuits 
against the city: City of Fullerton, et al v. Purdue Pharma, L.P., et al, Air Combat 
USA, Inc. v. Brendan O’Reilly, City of Fullerton, David Bonnabel v. City of 
Fullerton, et al., Marisella Macias v. City of Fullerton, et al., Rosa Garcia De Reyes 
v. City of Fullerton. According to the City Attorney, council voted to settle Arecela 
Macias case for $30,000. Council also rejected the public unions’ proposals.

Public Comment
Rancho La Paz: Todd Harrison, who 

lives in Rancho La Paz mobile home 
park, said that four lawyers who have 
examined the park owner’s lease said 
that the terms are bad for homeowners. 
Over 300 residents have signed a peti-
tion asking the owner “to discuss the 
terms most overreaching and unenforce-
able aspects of the leases.” 

Jim Warner, another Rancho La Paz 
resident, said that if the city passed rent 
stabilization, it would not have needed 
to spend city money on rental assistance.  

“Please reconsider and pass rent stabi-
lization,” Warner said. “Over 100 cities 
and counties in California already have 
it. It’s not like you’d have to reinvent the 
wheel. It’s already in existence; it’s been 
litigated to death; it’s always been 
accepted.”  

“I do not consider myself a victim, but 

I do know when I’m being robbed,” said 
another Rancho La Paz resident, 
“because of the fact that I’m having to 
rent his [park owner John Saunders] 
space…I’d like your assistance in any-
thing you can do to help us out.” 

Homelessness: A local homeless man 
named Paul said that the Armory emer-
gency shelter should allow walk-ins. 

A resident name Sally said the Gilbert 
homeless encampment is blocking the 
sidewalk and is dangerous for surround-
ing residents. She and her children have 
seen drug dealing, trash, and excrement. 

City Manager Ken Domer said that, 
until the two new proposed shelters are 
opened (in Placentia and Buena Park), 
the city is legally barred from enforcing 
its anti-camping ordinance, under the  
Martin v. Boise case. 

New Fullerton Airport Building
Council voted 5-0 to approve the final 

design of a new Airport Administration 
Building. This project is funded by 
Airport Enterprise funds and a loan from 
the Caltrans Division of Aeronautics. 

The new building will be to the west 
of the existing Terminal Building and 
Airport Control Tower. It will be a two-
story structure containing office space 
on the ground floor and a multipurpose 
room with balcony on the second floor. 
A portion of the office space will be uti-
lized by Airport Staff with the potential 

to lease the remaining space. The multi-
purpose room will be available for rent 
to local businesses and organizations. 

The design-build cost is currently esti-
mated at $6.3M. Construction manage-
ment, inspection, testing and staff 
administration is estimated at $2.2M. 

City staff intends to prepare a Request 
for Qualifications (RFQ) to solicit firms 
to complete this project and expects to 
pre-qualify approximately three firms to 
compete for the contract. 

City to Explore Donation Program

Council voted 5-0 to move forward 
with a donation program, which will 
expand the city’s eligibility for certain 
grants and ability to solicit tax-
deductible donations for city projects 
such as the Lemon Park Murals and 
Holiday Décor for Downtown and Civic 
Center areas, among other current pro-
grams. 

The city is a non-profit organization 
which can receive tax-deductible dona-
tions under Section 170(c) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. For the Fiscal 
Year 2018-19, the city of Fullerton 
received roughly $19,900 in donations 
for various programs and events, includ-
ing the July 4th Celebration and 
Fullerton Downtown Market, to name a 
few.  

However, the city does not have a 
fully-fledged program to solicit and 
manage donations for city programs and 
projects that are currently underfunded 
or could be enhanced with further fund-
ing opportunities. 

One example of an underfunded pro-
gram is the development and execution 
of the Fullerton Arts and Culture Master 
Plan. The Master Plan will implement 
placement-based planning strategies of 
various types of artwork within the City 
of Fullerton. This project aims to serve 
residents and visitors by placing cre-
ative and appealing art within the City, 
as well as to provide a forum for artists 
to come forward and be welcomed in 
the planning process.  

The City has already submitted a 

grant application to the National 
Endowment for the Arts to receive fund-
ing for this project. However, future 
funding will be needed to ensure the 
Master Plan’s long-term success. 
Potential funding sources range from 
community-generated fundraising and 
donations to a potential public arts- ori-
ented fee based on commercial and 
industrial development entitlements. 

City staff has made initial contact 
with a local nonprofit, OneOC, to 
inquire about pursuing a fiscal sponsor-
ship. OneOC provides training, consult-
ing and business services to nonprofits 
all over Orange County to help them 
and their programs become more effi-
cient and effective.  

Another option is establishing a 
Public Benefit Corporation, also known 
as a Community Foundation, for the 
purpose of managing funds received by 
the Foundation through grants, dona-
tions and corporate support, and for 
directing such funds for the benefit of 
the Fullerton community. Some cities 
who have established a Community 
Foundation include Villa Park, 
Placentia, La Mirada and Anaheim. 

A Community Foundation will neces-
sitate the formation of a Board of 
Directors consisting of five members 
who are generally appointed by City 
Council, or the City Council can act as 
the Board themselves.  

Council will be provided with more 
information about these various pro-
grams at a future meeting. 

Agenda Forecast

The next Fullerton City Council 
Meeting is November 5 at 6:30pm. 
Recuperative Care Facility for 
Homeless, Agenda items include: Flood 
Zone Development Zone update, 
Committee Rules of Procedure Review, 
License Agreement with Raytheon 
Company, City Sponsorship Services, 
Ballot Drop Box Lease Agreements, 
Mid-Program Review of Downtown 
Paid Parking Pilot Program, and CSUF 
Center for Healthy Neighborhoods 
Memorandum of Understanding.  

Fullerton to Consider  
Legalizing Cannabis

Council voted 3-2 (Fitzgerald and 
Whitaker “no”) to pass a “resolution of 
intention” to consider options for allow-
ing commercial cannabis businesses in 
the City. 

They also voted to contract with a 
consulting firm called Hdl to help study 
the issue and hold community meetings 
in order to get the public’s input over the 
next several months. 

Mayor Silva said he 
brought the item forward 
because he wanted to have an 
open discussion to “see 
what’s out there, see if it will 
work, [and] gain some 
knowledge.” 

Councilmember Ahmad 
Zahra, who supported the 
resolution, said “right now 
marijuana is being sold in our 
city, whether we like it or 
not” and that he favors adopt-
ing sound policy to protect 
residents. 

Councilmember Flory, who 
also supported the resolution, said “I 
could argue this issue both ways.” She 
said she wants more information and 
public input, and would not be against 
putting it to a vote in 2020. 

Mayor Protem Jennifer Fitzgerald, 
who opposed the resolution, said that 
she could not support “adding additional 
drug business to this city when we 
already have illegal activity that we need 
to shut down,” referring to the current 
problem of illegal dispensaries in 
Fullerton. 

Councilmember Bruce Whitaker, who 
voted against the resolution, acknowl-
edged that “the voters have spoken” but 
felt that council was acting too hastily. 

In November, 2016, California voters 
approved Proposition 64, which allowed 
for the legal sale of recreational 
cannabis. Locally, Proposition 64 passed 
in Fullerton as well as at the County 
level, with 52% voting in favor, and 
48% opposed. In 2017, City Council 
voted to prohibit all cannabis-related 

uses and activities citywide. 
At the council meeting, various mem-

bers of the public also weighed in on the 
issue. 

Nick Berardino, president of the 
Veterans Alliance of Orange County, 
spoke in favor of allowing dispensaries, 
as cannabis can be of use to veterans 
suffering PTSD and other injuries, and 

the dispensaries can pro-
vide good local jobs. 

Jeff LeTourneau, north-
ern Vice Chair of the 
Democratic Party of 
Orange County, said that 
allowing dispensaries 
could provide much-need-
ed tax revenue to the city. 

Ilsa Miranda, who lives 
near an illegal dispensary 
formerly on Euclid and 
Baker streets, said that 
allowing cannabis busi-
nesses may be good for the 
city financially, but will 
have a negative impact in 

the long run. Other folks from this area 
expressed fear that allowing dispen-
saries will negatively impact children. 

Moving forward, the city of Fullerton, 
in conjunction with Hdl, will be hosting 
community meetings to gain more pub-
lic input, and will further study the issue.

 
 

The city  
will host  

community 
meetings to  

gain more 
public input, 
and further 

study the 
 issue.

Artist’s rendering of the proposed new administration building.
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The City of Fullerton vs.  
The FFFF Blog

The specific incident appears to have 
occurred June 6, 2019, when an employ-
ee of another department gave blog 
author David Curlee not only the name 
of the file which had been prepared to 
answer his public records request along 
with a password, but also a link to the 
city’s entire outbox. 

According to a post published October 
25 on the FFFF blog, author Joshua 
Ferguson, who along with Curlee is 
named as a defendant in the lawsuit, 
claims that the city suit is retaliation for 
a Public Records Lawsuit he filed 
against the city on October 10. 

Ferguson sued the city for allegedly 
refusing to provide public records, 
including those related 
to a 2016 incident when 
former city manager Joe 
Felz crashed into a tree 
and was allegedly given 
special treatment by the 
police. Following the 
incident, both Felz (who 
later pleaded guilty to 
charges brought by the 
OCDA) and former 
police chief Dan Hughes 
retired, and former Sgt. 
Corbett was charged by 
the OCDA with falsify-
ing a police report; he 
pleaded not guilty and is 
scheduled for a jury trial 
Nov. 13.  

The FFFF blog 
authors have submitted 
approximately 80 public records 
requests since December 2017, accord-
ing to the city. Over the years the Blog 
has published numerous stories alleging 
police and city hall misconduct, and has 
backed up many of these stories with 
internal city documents. 

In June, after the city became aware 
that the blog was posting confidential 
personnel information, the City 
Attorney’s Office issued a “Cease and 
Desist” letter to FFFF, but the Blog did 
not comply. 

In addition, the city of Fullerton con-
tracted with Glass Box Technology to 
audit, assess, and consult on the security 
of the city’s information technology. 
The company found vulnerabilities in 
the system and recommended the city 
hold off on filing a lawsuit against FFFF 
until security issues were fixed to pre-
vent confidential information from 
becoming public which could alert 
hackers. 

The city filed a request for a restrain-
ing order on October 24, asking the 
court to stop further publishing or shar-
ing of confidential material taken from 
the city files, return of the documents, 
and to allow a third party forensic expert 
to search the computers of the FFFF 
authors. 

The Observer reached out to Ferguson 
for comment, but he instructed us to 
speak instead with his lawyer. 

In her response to the city’s complaint, 
FFFF attorney Kelly Aviles argues that, 
in suing and restricting the blog from 
publishing the documents, the city is 
violating the First Amendment rights of 
her clients. 

“The basic purpose of the First 
Amendment is to prevent the govern-
ment from imposing prior restraints 
against the press,” the response states, 
“Regardless of how beneficent-sound-
ing the purposes of controlling the press 
might be,” the Court has “remain[ed] 

intensely skeptical about those measures 
that would allow government to insinu-
ate itself into the editorial rooms of this 
Nation’s press.” 

“…Thus, the City cannot prevail as a 
matter of law, regardless of how the 
records were originally obtained. The 
City’s requests are flatly unconstitution-
al and Defendants, therefore, respectful-
ly request this Court denying the City’s 
request in its entirely,” the response con-
cludes. 

In response, the City issued a press 
release which stated in part, “The 
requested restraining order is limited in 
scope to protect the 1st Amendment 
rights of the Blog and seeks only to stop 
the disclosure of legally protected docu-

ments and for all such doc-
uments to be returned to the 
City.  It does not seek to 
quell the Blog’s existence 
or ability to publish 1st 
Amendment protected con-
tent nor opinion posts.” 

The day after the city 
filed its request, Orange 
County Superior Court 
Judge Thomas Delaney 
ordered Ferguson and the 
FFFF blog to stop publish-
ing confidential city docu-
ments. The restraining 
order also prohibits passing 
the documents to anyone 
else or deleting them. 
However, the judge did not 
order the computer search 
requested by the city. 

A preliminary injunction hearing has 
been scheduled on November 21 for this 
case and an anti-strategic lawsuit against 
public participation (SLAPP) motion 
filed by FFFF attorney Aviles against 
Fullerton will be heard the same day. 

 
A Second Cyber Expert Weighs In 
 
The Observer, seeking another opin-

ion on whether a connection could be 
made between the city Dropbox and 
FFFF, reached out to John Gilbert, 
director of Build Cyber/Blake Phillips to 
weigh in on the Strebe report included in 
the city complaint. Below is Gilbert’s 
analysis: 

“I reviewed the Declaration of 
Matthew Strebe, summarizing his foren-
sic analysis of the incident involving 
Fullerton’s private records. In short, Mr. 
Strebe’s analysis is, in my opinion, of 
the highest quality and done to the high-
est standards of post-security event 
forensic analysis. To summarize his 
findings: 

-The City of Fullerton utilizes the 3rd 
party file storage and transfer service 
Dropbox, and had at one time given Mr. 
Ferguson and his associates access to 
certain requested files. This included 
accidentally giving Mr. Ferguson a link 
that allowed him access to City files he 
did not request. 

-Dropbox associates logins with 
users’ email addresses when those links 
are sent to those users’ inboxes. 

-Dropbox uses cookies (pieces of code 
transferred to the users’ browsers) to 
identify them, keeping their session 
alive and connection open. 

-Dropbox requires the user to actively 
logout, otherwise the cookie will contin-
ue to associate the user’s email address 
and computer with Dropbox every time 
a connection is made. 

-Mr. Ferguson and his associates at 
some point started using certain tech-

nologies to hide their actual IP address-
es, making it appear they were logging 
in from overseas, etc. (Virtual Personal 
Networks – VPNs, and The Onion 
Network – TOR) 

-Apparently, Mr. Ferguson and his 
associates forgot to logoff or delete their 
cookies, using the same computer and 
browser to connect to the City’s 
Dropbox account. 

-This activity was logged by Dropbox, 
showing Mr. Ferguson and associates’ 
email addresses at every login, despite 
those IP addresses appearing from vari-
ous other countries. 

-Other connections that did not have 
their actual email addresses associated 
with them were linked to Ferguson and 
his associates because 1) The files 
accessed all had to do with Ferguson and 
2) the IP addresses and login patterns fit 
with those already established as being 
associated with Ferguson and associ-
ates’ email addresses. 

-I consider the evidence that Ferguson 
and his associates were attempting to 
access City files while attempting to 
hide their tracks incontrovertible and 
damning. It would be incomprehensibly 
difficult to fake or otherwise fabricate 
the connections logged by the City’s 
Dropbox account in such a way that 
would associate Mr. Ferguson so clearly 
with this illegal activity. 

Further, Fullerton needs to have a seri-
ous look at their IT protocols, and keep 
a tighter grip on their public release pro-
cedures and encrypt-at-rest protocols.” 

To read the city’s complaint and relat-
ed documents including the Strebe 

Report, visit: https://docs.cityoffuller-
ton.com/weblink/1/fol/751807/Row1.as
px 

To read FFFF’S October 2, 2019 law-
suit against the city for withholding 
public records, visit              
www.fullertonsfuture.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/petition-for-
writ-of-mandate.pdf 

Exhibit D of the lawsuit includes a 
link in response to Ferguson’s public 
records request to the city web site 
where the SB 1421-required records of 
numerous police officers are posted. 
Visit: www.cityoffullerton.com/sb1421. 

SB 1421 requires disclosure of records 
and information relating to the follow-
ing types of incidents in response to a 
request from the public: 

 -An incident involving the discharge 
of a firearm at a person by a peace offi-
cer or custodial officer. 

-An incident in which the use of force 
by a peace officer or custodial officer 
against a person results in death or great 
bodily injury. 

 -An incident in which a sustained 
finding was made by any law enforce-
ment agency or oversight agency that a 
peace officer or custodial officer 
engaged in sexual assault involving a 
member of the public. 

 -An incident in which a sustained 
finding of dishonesty by a peace officer 
or custodial officer directly relating to 
the reporting, investigation, or prosecu-
tion of a crime. 

To read the full text of the bill, visit 
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov.

Trustees to Vote on Fullerton College Stadium

These include no ability to use the sta-
dium for concerts, to allow any sound 
system to be used except for games, and 
no high school games except in exigent 
circumstances.  Concessions were also 
made to the City of Fullerton about 
approving and paying for traffic control. 

Those opposed to the stadium had a 
large turnout and there were many 
speakers.  Some focused on the effects 
on the neighborhood and City of 
Fullerton, which were not addressed or 
alleviated by the use restrictions, such as 
lighting late at night on weekdays.  
Several spoke about the “lack of 
respect” shown by the NOCCCD during 
the EIR process.  Others said that the 
NOCCCD still has not justified the sta-
dium, pointing out that: 

-The football program has a “long his-
tory of success,” without a stadium.  
They obviously don't need one for 
recruiting. 

-The stadium would be used for only 5 
games per year, and would otherwise be 
90-98% empty. 

-Additional PE classes are not needed, 
because PE classes are open across 
Fullerton College’s schedule.  

(Information in the formal presentation 
supported this. 

-The stadium takes more than $6 mil-
lion away from more deserving and 
important goals like hiring more teach-
ers, improving STEM labs, scholarships 
and grants, and providing services to 
veterans and traditionally disadvantaged 
(and usually ignored) groups. 

-For a fraction of the cost, all of 
Fullerton College’s football-related 
desires can be met by sharing Fullerton 
High School’s stadium, with much 
smaller projects addressing the other 
objectives. 

Following the public comment was 
Q&A by the Trustees.  There were sev-
eral questions about lowering the seat-
ing capacity of the stadium to 2,000 
seats, and other questions on a variety of 
issues such as lowering the lighting, 
lowering the sound, traffic impacts, and 
the reason for calling the stadium a 
“classroom." 

In the next meeting on November 12, 
the Board is scheduled to vote on the 
project.  If they approve the project, 
construction could start as early as 
January.

Continued from frontpage

Continued from frontpage
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QUESTION:   
This tower (at right) appeared and dis-

appeared recently. What is it and where 
was it?   

Send your answer to Mike at  
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

 

LAST ISSUE ANSWER:  
 
Jan Flory gave our first correct answer 

to last issue’s question, “This is right up 
your alley. Where is it?” (pictured 
below).  

This is a fence in the alley south of 
Opus bank, an ever-changing collage 
and a familiar face. 

Photo Quiz

CAPRI SHOES

Our Downtown Forest
The largest turnout we ever had for an 

FDBA meeting (Fullerton Downtown 
Business Association) was one we held 
at Rutabegorz on Pomona several years 
ago. Most meetings drew 25-30 or so 
but this time, close to 80 were there, fill-
ing the large dining room to overflow-
ing. It became obvious back then that 
many business owners only made it  to 
after work meetings after a long work 
day when they were upset about some-
thing. When business picked up and 
things were going well during our 
“Renaissance,” a core of business own-
ers were always at the monthly meet-
ings, but the numbers dropped after we 
resolved a lot of pressing issues.  So 
what were they so upset about at this 
particular time? 

Some of the downtown trees were 
being removed. The rumor was that 
ALL of the trees lining Harbor were 
coming down. Of course that was not 
the case, some of the larger trees were 
damaging the sidewalk and buckling the 
curb so they were being replaced, but 
the sight of a few trucks and chainsaws 
created panic.  

Many of the ficus trees on 
Commonwealth have just been trimmed, 
(see photo) and the work continues. In 

Downtown Hotel Update
The next steps in this process are to see if there are the makings of a financial deal 

before the project entitlements move forward. Projects like this take a very long time 
to get approved and of course this will be an expensive undertaking, so we can all 
expect many more public hearings and revisions over time. As always, this newspa-
per will keep you apprised of those as they are scheduled.  

At this point a 6 story hotel with at least 125 rooms, a mid-range priced restaurant 
and a rooftop bar are planned, although there is a preliminary rendering, as you see 
here, the architectural design is still in the early planning stages. 

addition, there have been a few down-
town trees removed fairly recently and 
you may want to know what the plan is, 
so we reached out to Public Works and 
Meg McWade responded with this infor-
mation: 

“The City has a Forest Management 
Plan, a Tree Master Plan, and an ordi-
nance related to trees. Each of these has 
been in place for many years and 
requires review and updating. The trees 
downtown that have been removed for a 
combination of parking lot reconstruc-

tion and dead, dying, dis-
eased and/or major side-
walk damage which 
results in major root cut-
ting when sidewalks or 
parking lots are replaced. 
“  

She went on to tell us 
the Community Forest 
Management Plan will be 
revised and that until 
then, no trees will be 
planted. That plan can be 
found on the city website 
under Chapter 9.05. As 
we detailed in past issues, 
the trees removed at 
Hillcrest Park were 
removed due to lack of 
water during the 5-year 
drought, and because of 
the construction projects 
that were undertaken.  

At Left: 
 A large tree was 

removed next to the 
Chapman building  
to make room for  

handicapped parking. 

Artist’s rendering of the proposed hotel.

 This tree is one of a few that replaced 
larger trees on West Amerige. 

Newly trimmed trees along 
Commonwealth.

Bob Ross and his happy little trees.
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Muckenthaler Cultural Center’s 
Art @ Work Program

 by Matthew Horton-Pope,  
Karina Garcia,  Bladimir 

Reyes, and Joshua Galindo 
 
 SkyPets is a cooperative group of stu-

dent entrepreneurs who have learned 
about art and business while working in 
the Muckenthaler Cultural Center’s “Art 
@ Work” program.  The program, gener-
ously funded by Mr. Walter Clark, pro-
vides the resources and instruction nec-
essary for the group to make and sell 
their customized art-
work, pillows, and pet 
toys throughout the com-
munity. 

When SkyPets first 
began last Fall, there 
were just eight students 
in the program.  Now 
they have the support of 
23 student employees. 
They use their art, math, 
writing, and computer 
skills to manage their 
business.  “The most 
important thing that our 
group has learned is that 
if we try, we can accom-
plish anything,” said 
Matthew Horton-Pope, the co-CEO of 
SkyPets. 

On Friday, October 4, SkyPets partici-
pated in an art show at The Coffee Cup 
as part of the Downtown Fullerton Art 
Walk. Although they didn't sell as much 
as they had hoped, they did get the expo-
sure they were looking for. “Many peo-
ple asked us what our program was 
about and how it was funded. We had so 
much to tell them,” said Karina Garcia, 
the co-CEO of SkyPets. The size of the 
location made it easier for them to speak 
with the customers. They were able to 

tell them what the company was about, 
and how unique each art product is.  
“Our art products are unique because 
they are made by students who use their 
imaginations to create custom pillows, 
canvases, and pet toys,” explained 
Garcia. 

The next SkyPets outreach will be at 
the Dog Show Fundraiser held at the 
Elks Club in Orange, where the group 
will be selling their products and enjoy-
ing the show.  They had an art exhibit at 

The Coffee Cup as part of 
the downtown Fullerton Art 
Walk on November 1, and 
sold their sugar skulls at the 
Dia De Los Muertos 
Festival at the 
Muckenthaler Cultural 
Center in Fullerton. As 
Garcia explains, “At last 
year’s Dia De Los Muertos 
event, we sold over $200 
worth of our art.  We are 
hoping to sell even more 
this year.”  The group is 
also included in the  Artists’ 
Meet and Greet hosted by 
Adella’s at the 
Muckenthaler Cultural 

Center on November 14 from 12:00 PM 
to 4 PM.  Finally, on December 14,  
SkyPets will be selling their products at 
“Christmas in the Canyons”, in down-
town Silverado Canyon from 9:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM.  The SkyPets group enjoyed 
last year’s “Christmas in the Canyons” 
event because of its outdoor venue, 
many activities, and colorful holiday 
decorations.  “There were raffles and an 
old fire truck. There was also a hot 
chocolate stand. It was very calming,” 
said Joshua Galindo, the manager and 
spokesperson for SkyPets. 

ACROSS 
1. The ___ Crusader (Batman) 
6. Former Buccaneer Warren 
10. Bullets, e.g. 
14. Lessen 
15. Poems of praise 
16. ___ Piper 
17. Lexicon 
19. Slurpee kin 
20. Render defenseless 
21. Breath mints 
22. Associate 
26. "I knew it!" 
28. Tiebreakers, briefly 
29. Online tomes 
30. Auth. unknown 
31. Extinct flightless bird 
32. Moore and Lovato 
33. ___ crack,  
     break your mother's back 
35. Actor Mineo's autobiography? 

36. Loudly laments 
37. Yoko, et al 
40. Really bright yoga accessory 
42. Disney's Polynesian princess 
43. Double-crosser 
45. 500 sheets 
46. Sausage, to Brits 
47. Singer DiFranco 
48. London's Big ___ 
49. Light brown big rig? 
50. Cubes 
52. LA Dodger Justin Turner's base 
54. "It's ___ of  
      hard and soft rock songs" 
55. Fictional Oceania leader 
60. Demolish 
61. Play opener 
62. "Missing You" singer John 
63. Husky burden 
64. Amer. ret. military org. 
65. Pried (into)

DOWN 
1. Cleveland b-ball player 
2. Blood-typing letters 
3. Ms. ___-Man (arcade game) 
4. LAX abbr. 
5. Exposes as untrue 
6. Kind of panel 
7. Sixth Jewish month 
8. *Enduring 
9. "Gangnam Style" singer 
10. "It's ___ in the sky notion" 
11. *Overly control 
12. "We need to ___ discuss..." 
13. Western Texas oil city 
18. Ones, in French 
21. NY Mets second  
      baseman Robinson 
22. Foot: prefix 
23. Lincoln and Vigoda 
24. *Idealize 
25. Pastoral patterned fabric 
27. Brewers' needs 

 
30. Mr. T was part of it 
33. *"Stop quibbling over ___." 
34. High times? 
36. Joint with a cap 
38. "Don't be so hard ___!" 
39. Delhi wrap 
41. Globes 
42. Fallen comrade, and a  
     literal clue to each starred answer 
43. Speed guns 
44. Muppet drummer 
46. Current Attorney General William 
49. Leg bone 
51. ___ out (removed) 
53. "House Hunters" network 
55. FBI branch featured  
      on "Criminal Minds" 
56. Chinese "way" 
57. Old what's-___-name 
58. Sorbonne summer 
59. Checkers color59. Hwy.

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019 

“FALLEN” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

 
 

The group  
will be included 
in the Artists’  

Meet and Greet at 
the Muckenthaler 
Cultural Center  
on November 14.

Karina Garcia, Jazzmine Martinez, Camarie Gurule, Joshua Galindo, Zoe Baker, 
Charlene Brusseau, and Matthew Horton-Pope of SkyPets.



Page 8 FULLERTON OBSERVER   EARLY NOVEMBER 2019EDUCATION NEWS

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling 714-870-2800 

 or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

OCTOBER 22 FJUHSD BOARD MEETING

On October 22 the FJUHSD Trustees 
heard from each of the District’s seven 
principals regarding their Single Plan 
for Student Achievement (or SPSA). 
Before the SPSA presentations, PTA 
Fullerton Council presidents Christy 
Carter and Wendy Reid, invited the prin-
cipals to the annual PTA Reflections Art 
Reception at Ladera Vista Junior High 
School on November 14 from 6-8 pm. 
Art from the elementary and high school 
districts will be on display in the multi-
purpose room. 

Single Plans for Student 
Achievement (SPSA): Before the 
FJUHSD receives any 
Federal Title I, II, or III 
funding or categorical 
state funding that 
enhances student academ-
ic performance, each 
school must have an 
approved SPSA. In local 
control fashion, the feder-
al government expects 
administrators, staff and 
parents to identify impor-
tant issues and possible 
solutions together.  Data 
utilized by the Local 
Control Accountability 
Plan (LCAP) for state 
funding is used to deter-
mine the plan’s success. A 
school district often has a uniting theme 
that influences the individual school 
site’s new goals. Last year’s theme 
focused on raising the state testing 
scores (CAASPP) for English learners 
and students with disabilities. The first 
10 pages of these 50-page reports sum-
marize the ethnic and economic compo-
sition of the schools’ student bodies and 
the unique cultural qualities of each 
location. They review last year’s goals 
and determine success through data 
from state-wide tests, graduation rates 
and the lowering of the number of “F” 
grade rates. The individual reports are 
posted at www.fjuhsd.org/Page/3393. 

The Trustees receive the plans two 
weeks prior to voting to approve them at 
an October school board meeting. The 
board members rarely have public ques-
tions concerning the plans, which is 
unfortunate considering that the 5-
minute presentations often do not give 
the principals time to clarify what 
actions worked and what improvements 
are still needed. The narratives present 
some of the school’s focus areas, but 
don’t always reflect the written goals. 
Last year’s presentations focused on  
restorative practices, but the reports 
themselves were overwhelmingly con-

Distinguished Schools: Robert C. 
Fisler and Valencia Park Schools have 
been named Apple Distinguished 
Schools for 2019-2022.  This honor is 
given to schools as nationwide recogni-
tion for an exemplary learning environ-
ment. 

 Fisler offers a wide range of unique 
educational opportunities, including a 
Computer Science Pathways program. 
Over the course of 15 years, cumulative 
practices helped build upon a vision that 
continues to thrive through the school’s 
Pathways program, with purposeful and 
personalized learning in each and every 
classroom.  

AP Exams Results: The 
District announced that the 
3 junior high schools and 
the K-8 7th & 8th graders 
will continue to have the 
opportunity to study col-
lege level courses provided 
by the North Orange 
County Community 
College District.  

 School Spotlight: 
Commonwealth School:  
A major focus of this 
school is to provide a vari-
ety of programs that pre-
pare the students to 
advance to college academ-
ics. They recently received 
the PBIS Implementation 
Gold Award. Various stu-
dent programs offered are: Speech & 
Debate, Robotic Club, Delta Club, 
Homework Club and an afterschool 
Boys & Girl’s Club program. 

 Laguna Road School: The school 
focuses on encouraging the students to 
be: Accountable, Courageous, 
Thoughtfulness, & Responsible, which 
they believe creates a positive school 
culture. Each classroom is given a sci-
ence question to explore. 6th graders 
and Kindergarten students meet weekly 
as “Big & Little Buddies” and do proj-
ects together.  Even alumni have given 
back to the school. Two Eagle Scout 
Alumni made Laguna Road the focus of  
their Eagle Scout Projects: Anthony 
Kharrat built permanent concrete chess 
tables for the school’s playground and 
Douglas Chen built 3 planters for the 
school's entrance.    

Dream Catchers: The District has 
developed a new student recognition 

program called Dream Catchers. This is 
a new initiative launched by the district 
and is a recognition program for stu-
dents who are putting their dreams into 
action.  FSD will highlight students who 
have shown dynamic skills in identify-
ing and putting their dreams into tangi-
ble actions.  Dream Catchers can also be 
students who are making a difference in 
their community.  A Banner will be 
hanging at the District Offices and at 
local movie theatres. Here are some 
“Dream Catchers”: 

 Memphis & Phoenix: These two 
brothers are survivors of the Las Vegas 

Route 91 Shooting. On the 
anniversary of the event, 
each person in their family 
chooses to perform 58 ran-
dom acts of kindness in 
honor of the lives lost.  

 Dulce Sanchez has 
demonstrated a passion for 
public speaking and has 
been a finalist at the 
SAUSD tournaments.  

 Melisse Pope is follow-
ing her dream of playing 
competitive ice hockey at a 
high level.   

Abigail Lunens partici-
pates in theater produc-
tions/groups outside of 
school as well as STAGE at 
Woodcrest.   

Kylysa Owen is passion-
ate about theater and acting. She is cur-
rently following this passion on the 
stage and in film.   

Desmond Fitzgerald accepts his 
hearing loss by educating others and 
advocating for himself. This past school 
year, Desmond served as an ambassador 
to a class in the La Habra School 
District to assist a hearing-challenged 
boy in need. 

 Ruby Perez is involved in Dance, 
Speech and Debate, and is a student 
board member of the Fullerton 
Education Foundation.  

Joshua Roberts has a passion and 
drive to learn all that he can about com-
puter programming  and to teach others. 
This year he coded "skills" for the in-
class "Alexa/Echo.” He figured out how 
to select a child’s name randomly 
instead of the teacher using popsicle 
sticks. 

cerned with raising the state test scores. 
The current presentations focused on 

increasing social and emotional health 
services for students. Buena Park High 
School principal, Dr. Sonje Berg 
announced that his staff and students 
were embracing the #Unplug movement 
to get students to turn off their phones 
and put them away for the entire 45 min-
utes of classroom time. Dr. Berg spoke 
of teachers beginning to embrace “mas-
tery of concepts” and equity of grading 
versus a one size fits all assessment 
form. This requires that teachers inter-
acting with students in new ways, but it 

may help students by 
solidifying real knowl-
edge of foundation con-
cepts of math and litera-
ture, versus the older 
teaching models. Dr. 
Berg’s team of teachers, 
support staff, and students 
are achieving increased 
test scores and creating a 
stronger educational base 
at Buena Park HS. 

Troy High School 
showed a strong dedica-
tion to bringing stress 
management and emo-
tional support through 
their S.P.A.C.E. 
Challenge for Success 

(www.challengesuccess.org/resources/s
chool-resources/space-framework).  

This is a strong directional turn for the 
school, probably in response to the trag-
ic circumstances surrounding a student 
death earlier this year. Principal Dr. Will 
Mynster spoke of Troy staff and families 
embracing the need for students to have 
multiple stress management and emo-
tional outlets in order to perform their 
best and succeed. Sunny Hills High 
School will focus on at-risk student 
tutoring and mentoring, and Sonora 
High School will be working on getting 
students to commit to the state testing by 
making it worth more to them personal-
ly. Most schools are dedicating a portion 
of the year to focus on unique CAASPP  
state test-taking skills and making it a 
greater priority. 

Most schools have higher ELA test 
scores than the state average, and all but 
Fullerton High School and Buena 
Park High School exceed the state 
average math scores. Many principals 
were clearly frustrated that the students’ 
accomplishments are not reflected in the 
state-wide scores. This may be because 
the test requires different test-taking 
skills and focuses more on common core 
curriculum than other assessments. State 
tests currently have little impact on stu-
dent transcripts, college applications, or 
their career interviews; so many 11th 
graders may not be as invested to give 
much energy to a multiple-day test that 
serves to add solely to California’s edu-
cational data. Next year’s SPSA plans 
will reflect the success or the need to 
find other solutions to these issues at 
each individual site. 

  
Next FJUHSD Board meeting is 

November 12 at 6pm. 

 
 
 

The annual  
PTA Reflections 
Art Reception  

will be at Ladera 
Vista Junior  

High School on 
November 14  
from 6-8 pm. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman   

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on  
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton.  
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

 
 

Dream Catchers 
is a new  
initiative 

launched by  
the district  

to recognize 
students  
who are  

putting their 
dreams into 

action.  
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LET’S CELEBRATE! 
by Alexandria Kim

WHAT’S 

TRENDING?  
by Irene Sheen

 
FEATURED PET 
FOR ADOPTION  

by  Katie Hong

Have you seen a student smoke or 
vape  on campus?  Do you have a friend 
who vapes?   Have you tried vaping?  
These questions were answered in a 
recent survey of 28 junior high students 
attending a class  from a school in 
Fullerton School District.  The survey 
found that  half of the respondents have 
seen another student smoke or vape on 
school campus  and they also have a 
friend who vapes.  At least one student 
has actually tried vaping.  Knowing that 
smoking or vaping is banned from 
schools and having just learned 
the dangers of vaping from our 
lesson in language arts, the sur-
vey results are frightening.  
This means that there may be 
students who crave to smoke 
or vape that they couldn’t wait 
until after school so they end 
up violating school rules.  
Those who have a friend who 
vapes are at risk of inhaling 
toxic second hand smoke or 
vapors and of getting influ-
enced to smoke or vape, too.        

With the recent spike in 
teens falling ill due to vaping 
and this local survey result 
indicating that the teens in our 
community may be hooked 
into this habit, both schools and parents 
should work together to save students 
from the harm caused by smoking and 
vaping.  This will not be easy for parents 
if anyone in their family smokes or 
vapes. The survey found that at least 
four students have a family member 
who vapes.   

Although e-cigarettes are advertised 
to be a safer choice than tobacco ciga-
rettes, recent reports indicate that they 

2019-2020 FSD  
Speech & Debate 

Season 
An Opportunity  
You Can’t Miss 

 
The 2019-2020 Fullerton School 

District  Speech and Debate Season 
kicked off  last month with the first 
competition of the year among the 
middle and  elementary schools.  I 
joined the Speech & Debate Club last 
year, and  didn’t think much of it.  
Neither did I expect our team to get 
far. I started off as a competitor who 
knew absolutely nothing about 
Speech, but by the end of the year, I 
had qualified to go to Nationals.  

Throughout the year, my public 
speaking skills grew tremendously, 
and my deliverance abilities strength-
ened. However, the greatest thing 
Speech and Debate taught me was the 
value of teamwork, the true beauty of 
effort and hard work, and the impor-
tance of believing in what I can do. 
Blood, sweat, and tears were invested 
by each member of the team, but I 
realized how privileged we were to 
be part of this amazing club. It is 
truly an amazing opportunity that you 
can’t miss.  Ask your teacher how 
you can be part of your school's 
Speech & Debate Club.  

National Stress Awareness Day

National Stress Awareness Day is on 
the first Wednesday of November. It 
was launched in 1992 by the Health 
Resource Network (HRN)  to raise 
awareness on stress, its causes and 
cure. If  you are stressed out, you can 
try these steps to calm your nerves: 

 
1. Create an opportunity at work to 

raise awareness on stress, share your 
feelings and give or receive advice. 

2. Make a poster, a card or anything 
creative.  It  can help release your 
stress and take your mind off of things.  

3. Try to talk it out with someone 
you trust or a professional. It can help 
you understand yourself and find an 
outlet to release your stress.  

 
If you want more information about 

the holiday or how to relieve yourself 
of stress, visit www.mind.org.uk. 

 
Sources: 
http://holidayinsights.com/other/stre

ssawareness.htm 
https://www.mind.org.uk/

RECREATIONAL SWIM  
Recreational Open Swim is open to 

persons of all ages from 6pm to 8pm 
on Monday, Wednesday, & Friday; 
7pm to 9pm on Tues., and Thurs.; 
and from 12:30pm to 2:30pm on 

Saturday at the Fullerton 
Community Center. $4

LEARN MORE AT www.fastswimming.net

Survey Result on Student 
Smoking/Vaping Disturbing 

 
by Francine Vudoti

are just as dangerous and toxic as the 
regular cigarette. The author of “E-
Cigarettes: What You Need To  Know” 
(headsup.scholastic.com) warns that 
“tests of the liquid in some e-cigarettes 

have also found toxic ingredi-
ents, such as formaldehyde (a 
chemical that may cause can-
cer).” The presence of 
formaldehyde in e-cigarettes is 
not to be taken lightly because 
it will endanger the lives of 
smokers.  This suggests that 
even if e-cigarettes are promot-
ed as better alternative to 
tobacco cigarettes, they actual-
ly have the same toxic ingredi-
ents.  Thus, a teen’s risk of get-
ting diseases, like cancer, and 
possibly dying at a young age, 
are increased.  It is quite a 
relief to learn from the survey 
that all 28 students are aware 
of the dangers of smoking and 

21 (or 75%) of them think that vaping is 
just as dangerous as tobacco smoking.  It 
might have helped that the issue on vap-
ing was part of a lesson we learned in 
school recently.   

 We all look forward to a great future.  
Unfortunately, the harm caused by 
smoking and vaping might prevent us 
from living a long, happy life.  It is 
important that schools and parents come 
together to find the best solution to keep 
students from these dangerous habits.   

Have you 
seen a  
student 

smoke or 
vape  on 
campus?  

 
 Do you 
have a 

friend who 
vapes? 

    
Have  

you tried 
vaping?  

Meet  
Nevada! 

 
Nevada is an orange tabby cat who 

loves to cuddle.  He would be an 
amazing friend for anyone looking for 
a sweet cat.   

This 2-year old loves getting back 
scratches and following you around 
the house. Come meet Nevada now at 
OC Animal Care! 

Meet other pets waiting for a new 
home at OC Animal Care, 1630 
Victory Rd., Tustin, CA 92486. You 
can reach them by phone at (714) 935-
6848 or visit www.ocpetinfo.com. 

 JOKES!! 
 
•Hear about the new restaurant 

called Karma? There's no menu—you 
get what you deserve.  

• What do you call a bee that can't 
make up its mind? A maybe.  

•“Just say NO to drugs!”  
Well if I’m talking to my drugs I 

probably already said yes.
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Assistance 
League to 

Celebrate 80 
Years of Service

by Jesse La Tour 
 
Next year, the Assistance League of 

Fullerton, one of the town’s longest-run-
ning philanthropic organizations, will 
celebrate 80 years of service to the com-
munity. 

The Fullerton Auxiliary of the 
Assistance League of Orange County 
was organized in 1940 by Mrs. Kraemer 
of Placentia. In those early days, The 
League was active with the Red Cross 
during World War II, making surgical 
dressings, layettes, knitted articles, and 
aiding the USO. The League extended 
its aid to veterans at the end of the war. 

The role of the Assistance League has 
changed over the years to meet different 
community needs. 

By 1949 there were 30 active mem-
bers and 22 sustaining members. The 
Fullerton Chapter received its official 
charter in 1950, though the group had 
been active for ten years. 

Originally housed in an old episcopal 
church on Amerige, the Assistance 
League now has its own build-
ings across the street from the 
police station, including the 
popular Thrift Shop (formerly 
called “The Bargain Box”), 
which is their main source of 
raising funds. 

Today, the Assistance 
League’s work has expanded 
to serve the north Orange 
County cities of Brea, Buena 
Park, Fullerton, La Habra, Placentia, 
and Yorba Linda. Their philanthropic 
endeavors include Operation School 
Bell, which annually provides $114,000 
in new school clothing to elementary 
through junior high age students in need 
in 8 area school districts; Vision 
Screening, financing eye glasses when 
needed for local school children from 20 
area schools; and Operation New Start, 
providing adults and their children who 
have left abusive environments with 
clothing and domestic items via referral 
by Women’s Transitional Living Center 
(WTLC). 

The Assistance League consists of 
Chapter Members (who volunteer to 
staff the Thrift Store and other events), 
Assisteens (high school youth), and 
ALPHA (Working professionals whose 
main fundraiser is the Day of Authors). 

“It’s like a sisterhood,” says member 
Michelle Amador, “When one of us 
stumbles, everybody’s right there…we 
can touch so many lives. And we touch 
each others’ lives.”     

“The Assistance League is an organi-

zation in which you do things for others 
with people you like,” says member 
Marylin Buchi. 

Long time member Pat Finley remem-
bers receiving a phone call from a 
grandmother who said her granddaugh-
ter was in the hospital and she had noth-

ing to give her for Christmas. 
“We had had a Barbie doll 

with all kinds of accessories 
donated that day. The grand-
mother came and picked it up 
and couldn’t have been more 
grateful. She wrote me a note. 
She said if there were ever 
angels on earth, you ladies are 
it,” remembers Finley. 

“There are people who 
work multiple days a week in the back 
room, sorting clothes and putting items 
out, and to my way of thinking, those are 
the angels,” says Buchi. 

Member Phyllis Niccolai remembers a 
young woman saying to her, “You gave 
my mother a scholarship and helped get 
her on her feet. And because you 
impacted her life, you impacted my life. 
And so that’s why I shop here.” 

“There are so many stories like that,” 
said Niccolai, “There’s a purpose. It’s 
not for self-aggrandizement. It’s to help 
people.” 

In addition to donating clothes and 
shopping at the Thrift Store, community 
members can support the Assistance 
League by shopping at their annual 
Christmas Boutique Fundraiser 
November 13-15, featuring thousands of 
unique holiday items. 

The Assistance League Thrift Store is 
located at 233 W. America Ave. 
Fullerton. 

To learn more about their work and 
how you can contribute, visit www.assis-
tanceleague.org/fullerton. 

 
“There’s a  

purpose 
...  

 It’s to help  
people.”

A local student receives clothing 
through Operation School Bell. 

Assistance League members prepare for  
the Holiday Boutique.

The Assistance League has been serving the community since 1940.

Some of the Assistance League’s longest-serving members, along with a few newer members. 
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What I learned in my research of 
the “Involuntary Adjunct”

by Bobbi-Lee Smart,  
Cerritos Faculty Federation 

 
This article first appeared in Part-

Timer, a publication of the California 
Federation of Teachers, AFT, AFL-CIO.  

 
My dissertation research focused on 

the perceptions of the impact of adjuncts 
on community college campuses in 
Southern California. I specifically want-
ed to understand the reality of involun-
tary adjuncts — those 
who want full-time 
tenure track jobs, 
couldn’t get a position, 
so worked as “full-time” 
adjuncts (those whose 
adjunct work is the 
majority or entirety of 
their income). 

The key findings of my 
research and interviews 
follow. 

“Adjunct” is not a dirty 
word, but it’s treated like 
one, and this stigma 
masks the truth. 

While some have 
balked at my use of the 
term “adjunct” in my 
research, it was intentional. I wanted to 
draw attention to adjuncts’ original role 
in higher education. The term adjunct, 
literally means something which is a 
non-essential or temporary “attach-
ment,” or” appendage.” Adjuncts were 
never meant to be the majority of facul-
ty, and yet they are, and just as the word 
“adjunct” denotes, the state and most 
community college districts treat them 
as if they are auxiliary to the campus and 
not vital to the institutions in which they 
work. 

Due to the negative stigma of the word 
adjunct, quite a few people prefer to use 
alternative language, such as “contin-
gent,” “part-time,” “lecturer,” “non-
tenure track lecturer,” and “instructor.” 
All of these names mask the work con-
ditions of adjuncts, as each implies 
something different, generally some-
thing more stable and positive. 
Changing our job title may make these 
instructors feel better, and it may make 
others feel more comfortable to use 

these terms. None of this, 
however, changes the way 
we are treated. 

The structure of higher 
education faculty has 
changed, yet the work con-
dition of adjuncts has been 
slow to keep pace with the 
new reality. 

Full-time equal opportu-
nity hiring is equal opportu-
nity in name only. 

While the numbers of 
adjunct positions are con-
stantly on the rise, the num-
ber of full-time tenure-track 
faculty positions has stag-
nated, making adjunct posi-
tions highly desirable and 

competitive. 
In California, Title V stipulates that 

when a tenure-line position opens, the 
job is to be publicly announced, and 
that, in the name of equal opportunity, 
even adjuncts at the campus where the 
position is open are not supposed to be 
given any sort of favoritism or converse-
ly, be discriminated against. 

However, the exact opposite was 
found multiple times during my disser-
tation interviews and from faculty appli-
cant observations. One former college 

 
 

The work  
conditions and 

treatment  
of adjuncts 

impacts not only 
the adjuncts, 

 but the campus 
as a whole.

Dr. Stout Receives  
Community Impact Award

Debra Stout, Ph.D received the 2019 
Community Impact Award from The 
Leon Owens Foundation at their recent 
25th Anniversary Gala. This award was 
given for her work in Fullerton and 
North Orange County on behalf of the 
Fullerton Collaborative where she is the 
Executive Director.  

While bestowing the award, Leon 
Owens Foundation Board member 
Shirley McClanahan said “We have 
seen the Collaborative's positive impact 
reflected throughout the community due 
to Dr. Stout’s leadership and dedication 
to take action. Debbie's unwavering 
commitment, action and working with 
nearly one hundred non-profit organiza-
tions is making a difference together to 
serve our community.” 

 Founding Fullerton Collaborative 
Executive Board Member Barry Ross, 
who attended the event on behalf of the 
Board said, “The Fullerton 
Collaborative Board of Directors is 
excited that our Executive Director, 
Debra Stout has been recognized for her 
community impact by the Leon Owens 
Foundation. Debra has significantly 
increased the membership of the 
Collaborative and moved our priority 
areas forward to increase their impact 
on the Fullerton community”. 

 Dr. Stout has since served on the 
Board of Directors for a variety of local 

and Countywide programs for troubled 
youth and related issues. Dr Stout is on 
the Faculty of California State University 
Fullerton (since 2006) and Ashford 
University (since 2011) where she teach-
es a variety of undergraduate and gradu-
ate courses in Psychology, Child 
Development, Counseling, and 
Leadership as well as Non-Profit 
Principles and Practices.  

Founded in 1989, the Fullerton 
Collaborative is a cooperative of execu-
tive directors, educators, activists, com-
munity service leaders and volunteers 
dedicated to building and supporting a 
healthy cohesive community.      

president, along with several deans and 
department chairs, and both full-time 
and adjunct faculty observed that the 
way job ads were written either favored 
a specific adjunct they currently 
employed and wanted to hire, or con-
versely, so that none of the current 
adjuncts would rank very high, thus 
allowing for an outside candidate to rank 
higher than the current adjuncts and thus 
secure the full-time position. 

With regard to whether on-campus 
adjuncts were being effectively catered 
to or excluded, one interviewee suc-
cinctly stated that, for better or worse, 
current adjuncts are a “known quantity.” 
This suggests loopholes in current hiring 
policies that are intended to create equi-
ty are being exploited. 

To be seen as adjunct is to be seen as 
less than. 

In multiple spaces I heard that just 
because someone is a good adjunct does 
not mean they deserve to be full-time, or 
that just because someone has been on a 
campus for years, doing the work 
doesn’t mean they deserve to be full-
time. 

This is demeaning to the work 

adjuncts do and dismisses their potential 
to be successful and impactful full-time 
tenured faculty. This logic also gives 
districts a reason not to invest in their 
adjuncts, and it also gives the adjuncts 
reasons not to invest in the campuses 
beyond teaching. This impacts a col-
lege’s campus culture and its ability to 
perform vital duties such as curriculum 
development and student mentoring 
activities. There are typically not 
enough full-time faculty to perform 
these tasks. 

Time for an internal promotion sys-
tem? 

Most interviewees felt that the hiring 
process should become more of a pro-
motion system, like in most other indus-
tries. This would incentivize the districts 
to invest in their adjuncts through pro-
fessional development and integrate 
them into the campus. It would also 
motivate and incentivize adjuncts to 
invest in their campuses and become 
more involved in campus life. 

No more excuses. The time for change 
is now. 

The treatment of adjuncts and the hir-
ing process are systemic problems that 
must be addressed on a systemic level. 
We cannot continue to point to hiring 
laws as the reason that things cannot be 
changed. Laws can be changed and 
updated, and the current laws do not 
reflect the new reality of higher educa-
tion faculty, which suggests they are in 
need of an update. 

There is a need for a massive overhaul 
of laws governing supposed equal 
opportunity hiring practices. The work 
conditions and treatment of adjuncts 
impacts not only the adjuncts, but the 
campus as a whole. Campuses who bet-
ter value adjuncts will have better cam-
pus cultures, and better student out-
comes. 

  
Bobbi-Lee Smart is Vice President for 

Part-Time Faculty with the Cerritos 
College Faculty Federation

  

First Church of Christ, Scientist 
1300 North Raymond Avenue, Fullerton   92831 

(714) 525-4062  
www.christiansciencefullerton.org    csfullerton@sbcglobal.net 

FREE TALK.   ALL ARE WELCOME. 

Saturday, November 16th, from 9:30 a.m. – Noon 

”Biblical Leadership Lessons for All” 
Speaker Madelon Maupin 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 
100TH ANNIVERSARY IN FULLERTON 

 

 The Bible provides many examples of those who became 
effective leaders by listening to and following God’s direction. 

 Learn some of the Bible leaders’ competencies and how they 
can be practiced today. 

Professor Bobbi-Lee Smart



Page 12  FULLERTON OBSERVER  EARLY NOVEMBER 2019VIDEO OBSERVER

There’s Something Strange 
in the Neighborhood

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2019

Who you gonna call? The North Orange County Paranormal Society.

Who you gonna call? NOPS! The 
North Orange County Paranormal 
Society is a resource for people seeking 
help with understanding their paranor-
mal experiences. I remembered seeing a 
presentation by the group back in 2015 
when I went on one of the Fullerton 
Museum Center’s Haunted Walking 
Tours. This October, I reached out to 
NOPS, scheduled an interview and 
accompanied them on a paranormal 
investigation of Le Potager (108 W. 
Brookdale Pl.), one of 
the most haunted loca-
tions in Fullerton. 

Based in Southern 
California, the North 
Orange County 
Paranormal Society 
attempts to document the 
existence of the strange 
and anomalous phenom-
ena using a scientific 
method. They’ve focused 
on educating others on 
the science of paranor-
mal studies through 
research and investiga-
tions.  

Together, Jim, Sam and 
Shawn have covered extraordinary 
occurrences across the west coast from 
Arizona to Nevada to Northern 
California. NOPS was first established 
in 2000 by Jim VanEeckhoutte and Sam 
Neill after their own experiences with 
the unknown.  

“All three of us met in high school,” 
said Sam. “We had similar interests in 
the paranormal and we just hooked up. 
We said, hey, let’s start going to some of 
these places, get a recorder and just go 
and try to get EVP (electronic voice phe-
nomenon). About 98% of the time, we 
will catch EVPs over anything else.” 

I had the pleasure of meeting with all 
three members of the NOPS active 
investigative team before their presenta-
tion in a small darkened theater within 
the Fullerton Museum. Stepping inside, 
I couldn’t help but notice a creepy bald-

headed doll with a bruise on its head sit-
ting on stage next to a Raggedy Anne 
doll. Jim and Sam sat down with me to 
answer a few questions and talk about 
their experiences.  

“We primarily investigate spirits or 
ghosts. We find that a lot of things hap-
pen that are interesting with the phe-
nomena,” said Neil. He’s very eager to 
find out and communicate with the other 
side. “We are scientific and slightly 
skeptic. We don’t go in right away and 

have a mindset that it is 
haunted. We will go in and 
try to prove that it isn’t.” 

When people request an 
investigation, a NOPS case 
manager will take an “over-
the-phone interview” to dis-
cuss activities or concerns 
that they’ve experienced. 
“A story is just a story 
unless you can document 
and validate it via data, 
audible or visual methods,” 
said VanEeckhoutte. To 
him, just the thrill of the 
unknown is compelling. Jim 
has a scientific approach to 
investigating and will go 

out of his way to help anyone under-
stand what he knows and what he has 
experienced.   

Depending on the situation, NOPS 
may send out a preliminary person or 
scout team to test the location prior to 
setting up a first-time investigation. 
They will not enter your home or busi-
ness and automatically declare it haunt-
ed because they think it’s not fair to the 
client to be led to believe something is 
paranormal when it’s not. The NOPS 
team will go in with an open mind and 
use the “process of elimination,” which 
includes ruling out normal activity 
caused by interference from electrical 
and electromagnetic devices, 2-way 
radio, Wi-Fi, and cell phone signals. 
Then, as a team, NOPS will move on to 
unexplained activity. 

“One of the first things we do when 

we go into a location is use EMF detec-
tors (devices that detect electromagnetic 
frequencies). And what we look for are 
areas of high EMF,” said Jim. “We do a 
scan of the environment to get a base 
reading of what it is. We really focus in 
that area because that will set off a lot of 
our devices.” Sam considers his own 
body to be the best piece of equipment 
that he has. “We’re looking for those 
personal experiences,” he added. “We’re 
known in the community as the guys 
who wear shorts because the more skin 
that we can have exposed to the environ-
ment, the more things that we are going 
to experience. Even though having all 
the tools are important, the five senses 
are probably the most important to me.”  

Sometimes, the team will use inani-
mate objects they hope will attract the 
attention of ghosts, such as an old 
creepy doll, a baby doll equipped with 
microphones built into its ears. When 
the team believes an apparition may be a 
child, they will place this doll in a cen-
tralized location that is easily observ-
able. They connect the microphones in 
its ears to a recorder and place cameras 
around the room to either play with it or 
whisper into its ears. The doll also has 
an EMF meter built into its eyes that 
will detect changes in the electromag-
netic field.  

The team will later review hours of 
audio and video recordings in search of 
anything out of the ordinary. If they’re 
able to find something they cannot 
explain, they get excited. Shawn told me 
that it’s the adrenaline rush that brings 
the team to decrepit old buildings and 
creepy establishments time and time 
again.    

NOPS likes to investigate at night 
because it’s quieter. “We choose the 
dark because it enhances our other sens-
es like hearing and touch which enables 
us to collect better evidence,” said Jim.         

Sam has always lived in Fullerton and 
one day, he happened to read that the 
Fullerton Museum hosted a haunted 
walking tour throughout downtown. 
NOPS was having one of their monthly 
meetings, the topic came up and they all 
agreed to get involved. Together, Jim, 
Sam and Shawn walked into the 
Fullerton Museum and talked to Aimee 
Aul, who is in charge of the tours. “She 
gave us a try and here we are seventeen 
or eighteen years later.” 

Both Jim and Sam agreed that Le 
Potager is one of the most haunted loca-
tions in Fullerton. A close second would 
be the Fox Theatre. “[At Le Potager] We 
get this thing that we call electronic spi-
der webs, which is like having a spider 
web on you. It just feels like static elec-
tricity.”  

Sam said, “The same goes for the Fox. 
More times than not, things are being 

thrown. People are being physically 
touched. I’ve had one of my top two 
experiences in the last twenty-two years 
at the Fox Theatre.” 

I accompanied Jim, Sam and Shawn 
to Le Potager on their quest to gather 
evidence of the paranormal. Shawn 
brought along sophisticated technology, 
which included an electromagnetic field 
radiation tester, standard and infrared 
cameras, and electronic voice phenome-
na recorders.  

Interestingly enough, a half hour 
before I arrived with NOPS, John, 
owner of Le Potager, went upstairs to 
what was once Lillian’s bedroom and 
turned on the light switch. However, a 
few minutes later, when he returned to 
the room, the light was off.  

Following John upstairs, Jim, Sam 
and Shawn went to the room at the end 
of a hallway where Lillian had died. In 
this room, the investigators had previ-
ously captured a glass crystal moving by 
itself for forty-five minutes straight. 
There was no possible way the air con-
ditioning or wind from the outside 
could’ve blown it. I stood within that 
very same room with Shawn, who 
showed me a purple and white image on 
the screen of his camera. “That’s what 
full spectrum looks like. It’s actually the 
UV, Digital and IR spectrum all in one, 
so you can see pretty much everything,” 
he said. “But if you use an IR illumina-
tor, you can see in the dark with it. 
That’s why this camera was converted to 
full spectrum so I can see all that.”  

Jim went in the same room a little bit 
later. He remembered lying on the floor 
of the room in between tours, and hear-
ing someone coming up the stairs. “I 
hear plump, plump, plump, plump, so I 
got up really quick, sat up and nobody’s 
there. Then I realized that I heard hard 
boots on hard wood and it’s carpeted. So 
you wouldn’t hear hard boots on hard 
wood.”  

All NOPS team members have had 
some kind of paranormal activity hap-
pen to them as a child or sometime later 
in their life to bring them here as inves-
tigators in the search for answers to 
those experiences. They investigate free 
of charge for the sole purpose of 
research, although the group does accept 
donations for gas money. Sam said, “We 
do it because we feel there are some 
things out there that can’t be explained 
and we are interested in finding out 
more about the things that go bump in 
the night.” 

To see the paranormal investigators in 
action, visit www.fullertonobserver.com 
and click the tab labeled “Local.” 
Underneath that tab, click on “Emerson 
Little YouTube Channel,” which will 
take you directly to my page.

HAIR ON YOUR TONGUE?

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831. 
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092 

www.paulnelsondental.com

It can be somewhat alarming to find 
“hair” growing on your tongue. 
“Hairy tongue,” the term used to 
describe the growth of small, dark 
projections (filiform papillae) that 
give the tongue a furry appearance, 
develops due to defective shedding of 
the tongue’s covering tissue. 
Fortunately, this condition, which 
occurs in as much as 13 percent of the 
population, is temporary and harm-
less.  The tongue is normally covered 
with conically shaped filiform papil-
lae that are approximately one mil-
limeter long. Due to lack of stimula-
tion or abrasion to the top of the 
tongue, a buildup of keratin (protein), 

bacteria, yeast, and other debris can 
create a hair-like mesh. Good oral 
hygiene, including the use of a tongue 
scraper, helps resolve the issue. 

Patients with hairy tongue may 
complain of a gagging or tickling sen-
sation in the soft palate (roof) of the 
mouth during swallowing. Bad breath 
or abnormal taste may also result. 

Experiencing some unusual oral 
symptoms you’ve never had before or 
even heard of before? We recommend 
a professional assessment of your sit-
uation to ease your mind and correct 
your condition.  

Call us so we can send you on your 
way to a healthier mouth. 

 
 

NOPS attempts  
to document 

 the existence of 
the strange  

and anomalous  
phenomena  

using a  
scientific  
method.
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TUES NOV 5 
•5:30pm: The Lawrence de 

Graaf Center for Oral and 
Public History presents its fall 
Hansen Lecture “Building a 
Statewide Digital and Archival 
Collaboration: The CSU 
Japanese American Digitization 
Project”. This year, Greg 
Williams, Director of Archives 
& Special Collections at CSU 
Dominguez Hills, will discuss 
his work on the CSU Japanese 
American History Digitization 
Project. Come learn about this 
great resource! 
http://csujad.com. TSU Pavilion 
A | CSU Fullerton campus. 

•6:30pm: Fullerton City 
Council Meeting. Fullerton 
City Hall 303 W. 
Commonwealth Ave. Agenda 
items include: Discussion of 
Recuperative Care Facility for 
the homeless, Flood Zone 
Development Zone update, 
Committee Rules of Procedure 
Review, License Agreement 
with Raytheon Company, City 
Sponsorship Services, Mid 
Program Review of Downtown 
Paid Parking Pilot Program, 
CSUF Center for Healthy 
Neighborhoods Memorandum 
of Understanding.  

 
WED NOV 6 

•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine 
Farmers Market. Next to the 
DMV on Valencia between 

Euclid and Highland in 
Fullerton. Fresh produce includ-
ing fruit, vegetables, plants, 
eggs, flowers, baked goods, 
tamales, empenadas, kettle korn, 
nuts, and more. Independence 
Park 801 W Valencia Dr, 
Fullerton. 

•6pm-7pm: Public Library 
Writers' Guild. Writers and 
aspiring writers collaborate in a 
supportive and informative envi-
ronment. Main Library Osborne 
Auditorium. 353 W. 
Commonwealth. 

•4pm-5:15pm: A Tale of Two 
Megafires: Building Towards 
Generalizable Traits of Fire 
Fungi Biology Seminar by 
Sydney Glassman, Ph.D. 
McCarthy Hall rm 513.  

•6pm-7pm: Public Library 
Writers' Guild. Writers and 
aspiring writers collaborate in a 
supportive and informative envi-
ronment. Main Library Osborne 
Auditorium. 353 W. 
Commonwealth.  

 
THURS NOV 7 

•1pm-2:30pm: Drought 
Tolerant Gardens presentation 
at Fullerton Community Center, 
340 W. Commonwealth. 
Attendees will learn how to 
select, plant, water and maintain 
the right plants for our area by 
the UCCE Master Gardeners of 
OC. Free. 

•1pm-3pm: Thursday 
Matinee: Mars Attacks! (Pg). 
Earth is invaded by Martians 
with unbeatable weapons and a 
cruel sense of humor. Main 
Library Osborne Auditorium. 
353 W. Commonwealth. Free. 

•6:30pm-8pm: Mayor Jesus 
Silva’s Monthly City Update. 
Fullerton Community Center – 
Classroom 1, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. 

PARASITE: A Hit and a Miss

HITS  
&   
MISSES  

by Joyce Mason © 2019

Winner of the Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film Festival, 
“Parasite” is evoking praise from critics and puzzlement from 
audiences. Korean director Bong Joon-ho has made a film 
that defies categorizing. Is it a social satire, a comedy, a 
thriller, a horror film, a slasher movie or could it be all of 
these? Bong is not alone in using more than one genre within 
the same movie.  American director, Jordan Peele, also exper-
imented with this technique in his 2017 film “Get Out,” 
which received acclaim and an Academy Award nomination. 
That film’s producer, Jason Blum, has said in a recent inter-
view that he plans to make more of these genre-blending 
movies.   

Set in Seoul, Korea, “Parasite” focuses on two economical-
ly disparate families.  The Kim family makes a meager living 
folding pizza boxes in their tiny apartment below street level, 
where a homeless man relieves himself just outside their win-
dow.  But the Kim family is scrappy  and resourceful. The 
daughter, Ki-jung, and her brother, Ki-woo (who also goes by 
the name Kevin), are first seen scurrying around the apart-
ment holding their phones high as they look for free Wi-Fi 
from neighboring buildings.  Kevin, a high school graduate 
but not a university student, is approached by an old friend 
who has a job tutoring a young girl in a wealthy family.  He 
asks Kevin to take his place while he studies for a semester 
in the United States.  Eager for the employment, Kevin needs 
documentation claiming that he is a university student. For 
this he goes to his clever sister, an expert at Photoshopping, 
who creates an impressive document.   

Kevin’s fine manners and gentle teaching skills please the 
wealthy Park family, who live in an elegant home created by 
a leading architect with enormous picture windows looking 
out on exquisitely maintained gardens. Framed on their wall 
for display is a magazine article featuring tech giant Dong-ik, 
the father in the Park family.   His wife, Yeon-kyo, is lovely 
to look at and sweet in her demeanor yet slightly nervous as 
if she has not quite adjusted to the elevated lifestyle her hus-
band has provided his family. She is pleased that her daugh-
ter, Da-hye, is perfecting her English, as Mrs. Park, herself, 
enjoys tossing off popular American phrases in English. The 
youngest and most eccentric family member is Da-hye’s 
younger brother,        Da-song, who perseverates on his fas-
cination with American Indian artifacts.  Suction-cupped 
arrows whiz through the Park home and Da-song occasional-
ly sleeps out-of-doors in a perfectly crafted Indian tepee.  He 
also fancies himself an artist, a claim his family indulges.  

When Kevin tells Mrs. Park that he knows an art teacher 
who could improve Da-song’s talents with art lessons, she 
readily agrees to hire this teacher. Mrs. Park finds the tutor 
doubly appealing when Kevin explains that she also uses art 
as a tool for psychological and emotional therapy. The 
teacher he has in mind is his clever sister, who does have a 
natural talent in art and quickly learns some therapeutic ter-
minology from the Internet, enough to impress Mrs. Park 
with her knowledge and skills. Like her brother, Kevin, Ki-
jung  Anglicizes her name and adopts the name  Jessica.  It is 
here that we begin to see the Kim family in their role as 
grifters. Gradually other family members will insinuate 
themselves into the Park household, where they provide serv-
ices for which they are generously paid. 

To provide further plot developments would take away 
from the impact of this unusual film, written by Bong and 
screenwriter Han Jin-won. Not only is their technique star-
tling and unpredictable, but they also employ a few tradition-
al devices that weave their way throughout the film. A small 
stone sculpture given to Kevin at the beginning of the movie 
gains in significance as it reappears in later scenes as both a 
curse and a talisman of good fortune. Smells emanating from 
the subway, stink bugs in the Kim apartment, allergies to cer-
tain fruits --  all of these minor details take on an unexpected 
importance.  

“Parasite” is well over two hours long and not all audiences 
will enjoy this unusual film spoken in Korean with English 
subtitles.  Also, its startling tonal shifts can be off-putting. 
But adventuresome audiences may find this movie worth 
their time and worthy of discussion.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 

A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

FRI NOV 8 
•7:30pm: Faculty Dance 

Concert at Fullerton College 
Campus Theater. Concert 
dance that introduces and pro-
motes the diverse talents of 
students at Fullerton College. 
Featuring faculty choreogra-
phers, guest artists and student 
dancers. $15. 321 E. Chapman 
Ave. 

 
SAT NOV 9 

•1pm: Board Game 
Empire. FPL’s Boardgame 
Empire program is here for 
you, with friendly and wel-
coming library staff members 
hosting game days every 
Saturday afternoon. For ages 
14+.Main Library Teen Area. 
353 W. Commonwealth.  

 
MON NOV 11 

•10am-12pm: Downtown 
Veteran’s Day Parade. The 
City of Fullerton is holding a 
free event for the public hon-
oring all U.S. veterans who 
served and sacrificed for free-
dom followed by a parade in 
Fullerton’s historic downtown 
to Hillcrest Park. There will 
be a parade and a ceremony to 
celebrate veterans. This 
includes a march, guest speak-
ers, patriotic songs, a flower 
presentation, and an Honor 
Guard. March begins at 
Downtown Museum Plaza 
and ends at Hillcrest Park. 

 
TUES NOV 12 

•7:30pm: Big Band & 
JTrain @ Fullerton College 
Campus Theater. The award-
winning Fullerton College 
Big Band and J-Train Vocal 
Jazz Ensemble will share the 
stage with internationally-
known jazz legends, Tierney 
Sutton and Christian Jacob. 
$10. 321 E. Chapman Ave. 

 
WED NOV 13 

•3pm-5:45pm: Crafts! 
Crafts! Crafts! (For teens) 
Come learn the basic tech-
niques involved in knitting 
and crocheting or work on 
your current project. Yarn, 
needles, and hooks provided. 
Other basic crafts available. 
Main Library Teen Area. 353 
W. Commonwealth.  

•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine 
Farmers Market. Next to the 
DMV on Valencia between 
Euclid and Highland in 
Fullerton. See Nov. 6 listing. 
Independence Park 801 W 
Valencia Dr, Fullerton. 

 
NOV 13-16 

Hours vary. Assistance 
League of Fullerton 
Christmas Boutique. 
Thousands of gently used 
quality items: holiday decor, 
Christmas sweaters, vintage 
ornaments, artifical trees, 
linens, tableware, and new 
toys. 233 W. Amerige Ave. 
V i s i t 
www.assistanceleague.org/ful
lerton for details 

 
THURS NOV 14 

•7:30pm: Jazz Combos @ 
Fullerton College Campus 
Theater. Small group jazz 
gives each player more room 

for individual expression 
through improvisation - a key 
component in jazz music. 
These ensembles borrow from 
every style of jazz from dix-
ieland to the present. $10. 321 
E. Chapman Ave. 

 
SAT NOV 16 

•10:30am-1pm: Lego Fun 
Day. Build and create with the 
Lego blocks provided by the 
Library! Main Library 
Osborne Auditorium. 353 W. 
Commonwealth. Free. 

•6pm: All the Arts for All 
the Kids Auction & Party at 
Fullerton Downtown Plaza on 
E. Wilshire (between Harbor 
and Pomona) features local art 
for auction. Proceeds go to 
support free art lessons for 
every child in the Fullerton 
School District. Visit 
www.alltheartsforallthekids.o
rg or call Michele  Rusiewski 
at 714-447-7489 to learn more 
about this award-winning 
foundation and what more 
you can do to keep arts educa-
tion in our local schools. 

 
TUES NOV 19 

•1pm: Teen Movie Night: 
Perks of Being a Wallflower 
(Pg-13). Main Library Teen 
Area. 353 W. Commonwealth.  

 
WED NOV 20 

•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine 
Farmers Market. Next to the 
DMV on Valencia between 
Euclid and Highland in 
Fullerton. See Nov. 6 listing. 
Independence Park 801 W 
Valencia Dr, Fullerton. 

 
NOV 21-23 

•7:30pm: “Bright Star”@ 
Fullerton College Bronwyn 
Dodson Theater. Inspired by 
a true story and featuring a 
score by Steve Martin and 
Edie Brickell, Bright Star tells 
a sweeping tale of love and 
redemption set against the 
rich backdrop of the American 
South in the 1920s and ’40s. 
When literary editor Alice 
Murphy meets a young soldier 
just home from World War II, 
he awakens her longing for 
the child she once lost. 
Haunted by their unique con-
nection, Alice sets out on a 
journey to understand her 
past. 321 E. Chapman Ave, 
Fullerton. Tickets:  714-992-
7149 theater.fullcoll.edu 

 
SUN NOV 24 

•6pm: Opening Reception: 
Instruments of Change @ 
Fullerton Museum Center. 
A groundbreaking exhibition 
that transforms the museum 
with site-specific murals by 8 
Latin-American street artists. 
Featured artists include 
Alvaro Naddeo, Curiot, Fefe 
Talavera, Fernando 
Chamarelli, Hilda Palafox 
(aka Poni), Paola Delfin, 
Saner, and Zezao, giving them 
10 days to create a series of 
large-scale murals and instal-
lations. Museum members 
receive access to the Members 
Only Lounge.

THURS NOV 14 (cont)
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“Plan 9 from Outer Space”  
@ MAVERICK THEATER  

110 E Walnut Ave Unit B, Fullerton, CA 92832 
Tickets: (714) 526-7070 www.mavericktheater.com

“Silence! The Musical”  
@ STAGES THEATER  

400 E Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton 
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 www.stagesoc.org

Stages Theater presents the Orange 
County Premiere of Silence! The 
Musical, The Unauthorized Parody of 
Silence of the Lambs, now through 
November 10. Rookie FBI agent Clarice 
Starling matches wits with the brilliant 
but insane cannibal, Dr. Hannibal 
Lecter, in order to catch the serial killer 
known as Buffalo Bill. Clarice faces her 
own demons while racing the clock to 
unlock Lecter’s clues before another 
innocent girl is killed and skinned by 
Buffalo Bill. 

*This show contains racy jokes, vul-

gar language, filthy songs, sexual gags, 
full frontal nudity, bad accents and 
dancing farm animals. Starring in 
Silence! The Musical are: Candice M. 
Clasby, Kalinda Gray, Anthony M.  
Frias, Matt Koutroulis, Owen Lovejoy, 
Cameron Murray, Patrick J. Nunez, and 
Jennifer Walquist. 

Tickets are $32.00, $30.00 for stu-
dents and seniors.  Performances are 
October 11- November 10, Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8:00 p.m. and Sundays at 
2:00. For reservations please visit 
www.stagesoc.org.

“The Moors”  
@ CSUF HALLBERG THEATER 

800 N. State College Blvd. 
(657) 278-3371

Cal State Fullerton’s production of 
“The Moors” by Jen Silverman and 
directed by Tommy Statler runs through 
November 17 in the Hallberg Theatre on 
campus.  

In an English manor on the bleak and 
savage moors live two sisters—steely, 
commanding Agatha, and 
Hudley, the childlike 
younger sister in her shadow. 
When a hapless governess 
arrives, lies are revealed and 
loyalties shift. This darkly 
comedic, contemporary 
satire riffs on 19th-century 
literature to explore love, 
power, desperation, and the 
desire to be seen. New 
Haven Review hails “The 
Moors” as "Acerbic, funny [...] brilliant 
stuff.” The New York Times raves 
"Truly clever and intelligent. You really 
ought to see this." 

 The cast of “The Moors” includes 
Aryana Hamzehloo, McKenna 
Oldmixon, Molly Renze, Leianna 
Weaver, Brandon Burns, and Alison 
Kamishiro Parsons. Set design is by 
Vanessa Lara, costume design by 
Allison Chambers, makeup/wig design 
by Samantha McCabe, lighting design 

by Edgar Antonio Alamo, and sound 
design by Devon Rieckhof and fight 
choreography by Michael Polak. 

 General admission tickets are $14 
($12 with advance Titan Discount pur-
chase for students, seniors or with a 
CSUF ID) plus a $3 per order fee. 

Tickets are available by 
calling (657) 278-3371, 11 
am – 5 pm Monday through 
Friday, or online. 

 Following “The Moors,” 
the fall season continues 
with “Picnic,” William 
Inge’s bittersweet melodra-
ma set in a small Kansas 
town in the 1950s. On a 
sweltering Labor Day morn-
ing, the women of a quiet, 

working-class neighborhood are prepar-
ing for the annual picnic when charming 
young drifter Hal Carter hops off of a 
freight train and into their lives. Hearts 
are broken and lives are changed as 
Hal’s dangerous energy challenges the 
restrictive mid 20th century American 
values of this sleepy community. 
“Picnic”  is written by William Inge, 
directed by Eve Himmelheber, and runs 
from November 15 – December 8, 2019 
in the Young Theatre on campus.

“Bright Star”  
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE BRONWYN DODSON 

THEATER 
321 E. Chapman Ave, Fullerton 

Tickets:  714-992-7149 theater.fullcoll.edu
Inspired by a true story and featuring the Tony®-nominated score by Steve 

Martin and Edie Brickell, Broadway’s BRIGHT STAR tells a sweeping tale of love 
and redemption set against the rich backdrop of the American South in the 1920s 
and ’40s. When literary editor Alice Murphy meets a young soldier just home from 
World War II, he awakens her longing for the child she once lost. Haunted by their 
unique connection, Alice sets out on a journey to understand her past—and what she 
finds has the power to transform both of their lives. With beautiful melodies and 
powerfully moving characters, the story unfolds as a rich tapestry of deep emotion. 
An uplifting theatrical journey that holds you tightly in its grasp, BRIGHT STAR 
is as refreshingly genuine as it is daringly hopeful. 

Bright Star runs November 21, 22, 23 and December 5, 6, 7 at 7:30pm in the 
Bronwyn Dodson Theatre. Directed by Tim Espinosa. Choreography by Allison 
Chasteen. Musical Direction by Benet Braun

Photo by Kirk Schenck Huff

With its incoherent plot, jaw-droppingly odd dialogue, inept acting, threadbare 
production design, and special effects so shoddy that they border on the surreal, 
Plan 9 From Outer Space has often been called the worst movie ever made. But it's 
an oddly endearing disaster; boasting genuine enthusiasm and undeniable charm, it 
is the work of people who loved movies and loved making them, even if they dis-
played little visible talent. Adapted & Directed by Brian Newell. Not intended for 
anyone under 7. Through Nov. 16.

CSUF JAZZ

by Denny Bean 
 
For many years Fullerton jazz fans got 

their fix at Steamers which has been 
gone too long. To get my jazz fix I 
joined Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
(OLLI) on the campus of CSUF in 2016. 
On a regular basis we are entertained by 
the faculty and students of this institu-
tion with many of them in graduate stud-
ies.  

The leader of the jazz program is 
Professor Bill Cunliffe who’s back-
ground in all phases of commercial jazz 
is extensive. He currently has four dif-
ferent groups that he leads and partici-
pates with. His past includes working 
with Buddy Rich, Frank Sinatra, and 
others plus he is still creating many 
CDs. 

Recently, I attended a performance by 
many of the small jazz groups in Room 

119 on the backside of the Meng. On 
October 12 the Jazz band entertained at 
the wonderful Meng Auditorium to an 
appreciative group of fans. The vocalist 
was reminiscent of the “Voice,” Frank 
Sinatra. World entertainer classical gui-
tarist Mathew Marshall was a huge 
favorite. He joined the orchestra playing 
a composition written for him by 
Professor Cunliffe. The professor took 
charge of the evening conducting all but 
the opening number of each group. 

Future jazz in the Meng at 8pm: 
-Tuesday Nov 19 Jazz Singers 
-Friday Dec 6 Fullerton Jazz 

Orchestra with drummer Lewis Nash 
-Tuesday Dec 10 Fullerton Chamber 

Jazz and Latin Ensembles  
Free in Room 119 at 8pm Thursday 

Dec 5 Small jazz groups.  (Walk past the 
ticket office to the over structure, enter 
on your left, and walk up the hall.)

“Oedipus El Rey”  
@ CSUF CLAYES PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

800 N. State College Blvd. 
(657) 278-3371

Sophocles’ Oedipus is reimagined as a troubled Latino whose dreams of control-
ling his own destiny soar above the barbed wire of the prison where he’s spent his 
life. Through November 16. By Luis Alfaro Directed by Miguel Torres. Please be 
advised that Oedipus El Rey contains gunshot sound effects.

 
 Lies are 

revealed and 
loyalties shift 

 in this dark 
comedy.
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Heriberto Luna 
@ MUCKENTHALER  
CULTURAL CENTER  

1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton   www.themuck.org   (714)738-6595 

“Instruments of Change:  
An Exploration of Latin American 

Murals”  
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER 

301 N Pomona Ave, Fullerton   (714) 738-6545

The grandchild of one of Zapata’s rev-
olutionary soldiers and a traditional 
Mayan shaman, Heriberto Luna 
embraces his colorful Mexican ancestry 
in dazzling paintings that draw inspira-
tion from pre-Columbian art and culture. 
Patterns with roots in ancient temple 
hieroglyphics assemble to form hum-
mingbirds, jaguars, and the mythical 
beings who mediate between humans 
and the powerful forces of the natural 
world. Through December 29.

Watercolor West Series 
@ BREA ART GALLERY 
1 Civic Center Cir, Brea   

 (714) 990-7730

This year’s Watercolor West 
Demonstration and Lecture Series has 
been announced. Five nationally-known 
watercolor masters will discuss their 
work and careers. Watch as they paint 
live, ask them questions,  and learn 
more about their techniques and styles 
in a lecture format with a  digital presen-
tation. No supplies needed, just bring a 
notebook and camera to  enjoy a day of 
learning and observation with fellow 
watercolor enthusiasts. $25 each or 
$100 for the entire series. Artists 
include: Keiko Tanabe, Setsuko Okubo, 
John Dunn, Fr. Michael Tang, and John 
Byram. Through Dec. 15.

“Presence” 
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE ART GALLERY 

321 East Chapman Ave, Building 1000   (714) 992-7271

The latest exhibit at the Fullerton 
College Art Gallery features artworks 
addressing the presence of people of 
color in contemporary culture. 
“Presence” explores aspects of the word, 
including “a person or thing that exists 
or is present in a place but is not seen,”  
“a group of people stationed in a partic-
ular place,” as well as “a noteworthy 
quality of poise and effectiveness.” 

Co-curated by collector Dee Kerrison 

and gallery director Carol Henke, 
Presence shares the work of artists of 
color including Gabriella Sanchez, 
Calida Garcia Rawles, Patrick Martinez, 
Diedrick Brackens and more. 

Through December 2. 
Gallery Hours: Monday – Thursday, 

10am – 12pm & 2pm – 4pm. Evening 
Hours: October 30, November 5 & 18 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m

"With Something to Fight For" by Kohshin Finley 

Opening November 24,  at the 
Fullerton Museum Center “Instruments 
of Change” will transport visitors to the 
colorful and expressive urban landscape 
of Latin America. This immersive exhib-
it will feature eight site-specific murals 
created by eight visiting muralists and 
will exist for the length of the exhibit, 
November 24-February 23, 2020, after 
which time, the murals will be painted 
over. The artists featured in the exhibit 
include Alvaro Naddeo, Saner, Hilda 
Palafox, Paola Delfin, Zezao, Fefe 
Talavera, Luiz Chamarelli and Curiot. 

Murals allow artists to convey social 
and political messages in concrete form 
both cheaply and quickly. This has been 
especially true of artists from Latin 
America in recent years. A growing 
campaign for a social practice urban art 
movement has emerged with mural 
artists like the ones featured in this 
exhibit using local streets as canvases to 
experiment, adorn, and transform. 

This ephemeral installation of eight 
contemporary murals will showcase the 
artist’s site-specific capabilities to bring 
peoples art to the public sphere.  

“The Fullerton Museum center has 
always championed the art of the peo-
ple,” said Fullerton Museum Center 

Association President, Kirk San Roman. 
“Our display of work by illustrator 
Alphonse Mucha is one example, the 
exquisite paintings of commercial artist 
J.C. Leyendecker is another. We contin-
ue that charge with works that are 
intended to speak directly to the mass-
es—works that exist temporarily in the 
streets, yet in perpetuity in our minds.” 

Instruments of Change will open to the 
public on Sunday, November 24 from 
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM with a reception in 
partnership with Designer Con, an annu-
al convention dedicated to all aspects of 
urban, contemporary and pop art and 
design.  

The evening will include a preview of 
the exhibit, live entertainment, specialty 
bar, food trucks, and a chance to meet 
the muralists before they return to their 
home countries. The opening reception 
and official convention after-party is 
free to the public. Museum members 
receive access to the Members Only 
Lounge. 

“Instruments of Change: An 
Exploration of Latin American Murals” 
will remain on display until February 23, 
2020. For questions or additional infor-
mation, contact the Fullerton Museum 
Center at 714-713-6545.
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Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed by local volunteers who create, 
publish, and distribute the paper through-
out our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one - 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive local calendar and other 
coverage, we seek to promote a sense of 
community and an appreciation for the 
values of diversity with which our coun-
try is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
 

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  
are distributed throughout Fullerton  

and sent through the mail to subscribers  
every two weeks except only once  

in January, July & August.  
   

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
 Subscriptions are $35 per year. 

Sign up and pay with Credit Card at 
www.fullertonobserver.com 

or by check with name & address to:  
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  

Fullerton CA 92834-7051 
 

________________________________ 
 

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Call 714-525-6402, or email  
observernews@earthlink.net 

or visit us online at  
www.fullertonobserver.com 

________________________________ 
 

SUBMISSIONS: 
 

Submissions on any topic of interest  
are accepted from Fullerton residents. 

We strive to get something about  
everything in but shorter pieces do have 

a better chance of getting in.  
Email: observernews@earthlink.net  

________________________________ 
 

• STAFF• 
 • PUBLISHER: Sharon Kennedy 

• EDITOR: Jesse La Tour 
• ADVISOR: Tracy Wood 

•CHIEF DIGITAL OFFICER: Mehul Desai 
• DATABASE  MANAGER: Jane Buck 
• COPY EDITOR: Terry Hendricks 

• PROOF READER: Christine Romer  
• DISTRIBUTION: Roy & Irene Kobayashi,   

 Marjorie Kerr, Leslie Allen 
•ROVING REPORTER: Jere Greene  

 • COUNCIL REPORT: Jesse La Tour 
•Special Reports:  

Jane Rands,  Matt Leslie, J. Kaluzny   
• DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto 

• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:  
Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno  
•YOUTH EDITOR: Francine Vudoti 

 •POLITICAL COMMENTARY:  
 Jonathan Dobrer & Vince Buck 
•CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey 

•FULLERTON HISTORY: Terry Galvin 
•PASSION FOR JUSTICE: Sinh Dang 

•PHOTOGRAPHERS:  
Jere Greene, Jesse La Tour 

•SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko  
•GARDENING: Penny Hlavac 

• MOVIE REVIEW: Joyce Mason 
• THEATRE REVIEWS: Angela Hatcher 
•VIDEO OBSERVER: Emerson Little 

 
Created & Published in Fullerton  

by local volunteers since 1978 
  Fullerton Observer LLC
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HOW  TO  VOICE   
YOUR OPINION   

The Community Opinion pages pro-
vide a free forum for the community.  
The Observer welcomes letters on any 
subject of interest. Opinions are those 
of the writer.  We must verify your 
identity, but we allow initials only and 
town to be printed if desired, or 
anonymous in print if a reasonable 
case can be made as to why that is 
necessary. Opinions sent to us without 
name, address and phone number will 
not be printed. Due to space issues 
shorter letters have a better chance of 
getting in. Please add your contact 
information so we can verify. Thanks!  
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observernews@earthlink.net  

or mail to: Fullerton Observer,   
PO Box 7051,  

Fullerton CA 92834

Sweet Notes from Subscribers

 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2019 

Homelessness

We want to thank all those who have resubscribed, and welcome the new 
people who have subscribed. Also thanks to those who sent in a bit extra—
we will put it to good use. We always get lots of notes of encouragement 
and will share some of them as space allows. Thanks for enjoying the paper!

I step over the bodies of people, most-
ly of men, passed out on the street. There 
are entire blocks in downtown Los 
Angeles that look like battlefields with 
the dead, dying and injured strewn 
about. Some are sleeping, some passed 
out from drugs, alcohol or simply 
fatigue. There are people in doorways 
that provide scant shelter from the ele-
ments, vermin and human predators. 
Some huddle together for safety. There 
is no real safety—neither for the home-
less nor the residents. 

With rare exceptions, the local busi-
nesses and residents are not happy with 
these homeless who block access to both 
homes and businesses. They deter peo-
ple from coming into the neighborhood 
to shop, dine or reside. 

Some with mental health 
and substance abuse prob-
lems can be hostile and 
threatening. Most are nei-
ther. They are, however, 
frightening to many non-
homeless who know that 
they might be an expensive 
illness, a rent raise, or lost 
job away from homeless-
ness themselves. 

 Other parts of Southern 
California have different 
homeless populations. 
There are tent cities on the 
sidewalks of residential 
neighborhoods in 
Hollywood and under free-
way overpasses in Van Nuys and in West 
LA. Hollywood has a population of 
young people who came out here lured 
by the success stories of so many stars 
who report having been homeless or 
having slept in their cars. Some of these 
Hollywood success stories are true—but 
some are manufactured. I’ve read about 
the hardscrabble lives of current million-
aires who were poor and homeless. That 
I went to Beverly Hills High with some 
of them gives me some reason to resent 
these stories that might attract some 
credulous young to our streets. 

 Orange County is no different. From 
downtown Fullerton to open spaces in 
some canyons and, of course, famously 
along the concrete riverbed the homeless 
are tempest-tossed. The Armory shelter 

is open less than half the year and is only 
for overnight. Even the semi-sheltered 
are on the streets half the day. 

 Fullerton’s Interfaith Ministerial 
Association has struggled with policies 
to help the homeless and find treatment 
programs better than our local jails. Yet 
jails get stocked by homeless and men-
tally ill. This is not the right aid delivery 
system. 

 Many of our homeless don’t suffer 
from substance abuse or mental health 
issues. They just couldn’t keep up with 
the expenses of living in Southern 
California. There are also women on the 
streets and even intact families. There 
are people sleeping in cars or RVs. They 
may not suffer from drug, alcohol or 

mental issues now. But 
after some time on the 
street, if they did not self-
medicate their depression, 
frustration and despair, 
that would be strange. 
Equanimity is not an 
appropriate response to 
these conditions—neither 
for the homeless nor the 
housed. 

 Many locals object to 
any proposed solution. 
They want the homeless 
off their streets, but they 
don’t want homeless shel-
ters in their neighbor-
hoods—not wealthy nor 
middle class nor even 

poor neighborhoods. We don’t want 
them on sidewalks, nor in cars. We don’t 
want them near our schools. We don’t 
want them anywhere. We are all 
NIMBYs. Yes, me too. My hypocrisy is 
evident to me. 

 Sure I can reasonably rationalize my 
resistance to housing the homeless near 
me. I’ve been accosted, yelled at and 
threatened. I’ve had to step over needles, 
syringes and used condoms. I too would 
resist putting mobile toilets in my upper 
class cul de sac. So how can I insist that 
some other neighborhoods do so? 

 Sure I voted for proposition HHH in 
Los Angeles to build housing for the 
homeless. And in two years virtually 
nothing of value has happened. 
Programs have “contacted” homeless 

•Thanks again for providing us 
with The Real News! Keep up the 
great work. - Mark & Lissa LaMorte 

 
•Thanks for a terrific newspaper 

and for all you do to alert us as to 
what's happening in our community 
and where we need to be involved.  

- Suzanne  
 
•Thank you Jesse for the Mueller 

Report! And Sharon for all the 
updates on local and national news! 
And Joyce for the movie reviews! 
And all the art, and theater reviews. 
I guess I love the whole newspaper! I 
added a few extra bucks! - Fay 

 
•Look forward to each issue! - ML 

•Your website is impossible to nav-
igate so please use enclosed check to 
renew my print subscription!  

- Kathryn Reeves 
 
•Keep up the good work. Love the 

paper! - Mary Collier 
 
•Thank you for publishing the 

Observer. - J. Fawley 
 
•Excellent Rag! Perfect!  

- R & S Tjaden 
 
•Enclosed is our check for annual 

subscription and a little extra. 
Thank you for all you do for the 
Fullerton residents.  

- Patti Chikahisa

people. Great. Affordable (a word whose 
relativity is almost absolute) housing 
has not been built to any significant 
extent.   

 Some communities fight mobile toi-
lets because they believe they will 
attract the homeless. So no toilets mean 
no homeless and no filth? You know bet-
ter. San Francisco studied putting in toi-
lets and decided that they had to be mon-
itored lest the homeless sleep in them or 
have sex in them. They calculated mon-
itoring would cost $200,000 per toilet! 
The next proposed solution was to have 
them open only in the daytime! 

 How did we come to this? This just 
can’t be the nation I grew up in. 
Homelessness and hobos were problems 
of the Great Depression and the Dust 
Bowl. Back in the 1930s men stood in 
long lines for a ladle of thin gruel from 
so-called soup kitchens. Those days 
were gone…I thought. 

 After all, we have no great nor even a 
small depression. Our economy is roar-
ing—according to Trump in Washington 
and the Democrats in California. We 
have a record low level of unemploy-
ment. We also have astonishing incom-
petence and political cowardice. Our 
ineptitude is bi-partisan. 

 Even with the best of intentions, we 
are stymied. It’s nearly impossible to 
medicate a truly mentally ill person who 
does not want treatment. And yes, I was 
part of the movement that created this 
problem—having seen One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest in the 60s and being 
aware how the old USSR used forced 
treatment to punish dissent. 

 So, where do we start? After WWII, 
UCLA had student housing that was not 
built to apartment house standards. For 
returning veterans and married students 
there were “Quonset huts.” They were 
not meant to be permanent—and they 
weren’t. 

 Two years post passing HHH, the per-
fect stands in the way of the doable. We 
debate whether to have treatment first 
with zero tolerance for drugs, as against 
getting people off the streets. We debate 
everything. We try to get these problems 
off our streets. We build some small 
amount of housing that doesn’t touch the 
structural issues in our society: High 
rents. Rent control. Building incentives. 

 We forget one thing about the home-
less from veterans to kids, from families 
to mentally ill. We forget that they are 
human beings. This was not their dream. 
This was not what their parents wanted 
for them. Their condition is not simply 
their problem or our problem. Their con-
dition is our challenge and our responsi-
bility. 

 
Many locals 

object to any  
proposed  
solution.  

They want the 
homeless off  

their streets, but 
they don’t want 

homeless shelters 
in their  

neighborhoods.
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Nextdoor.com can be a useful means 
for neighbors to share items of local 
interest such as finding lost pets, finding 
a good plumber or contractor or learning 
about nearby events. Yet too often when 
someone posts a useful item the thread 
degenerates into rants against local and 
state politics and policies; or just against 
people who disagree with their world-
view or who look or behave differently 
than they do. 

Recently someone posted 
a useful item about a gas 
station near the university 
that regularly charges about 
a dollar more per gallon 
than other nearby stations 
(and they also charge twen-
ty cents per gallon for using 
a credit card). This post 
about an individual station 
gouging customers soon 
degenerated –predictably – 
into blaming governor’s 
Brown and Newsom for 
our high gasoline prices. 

Facts do not matter to the 
half-dozen or so individu-
als who place these posts, 
but here are a few anyway: 

•We do have the highest gas taxes in 
the nation, 61.2 cents per gallon. And 
while the legislature and governor 
approved the last 12 cents of that price, 
the voters by a margin of nearly 57-43 
rejected an initiative to repeal that 
increase (Proposition 6). Even Orange 
voted no on the repeal. 

•The two states that have the next 
highest gas taxes, Pennsylvania (57.7 
cents) and Illinois (54.98 cents), have 
significantly lower gasoline prices than 

we do: according to the AAA for the 
week of October 13, gas prices in 
Pennsylvania were about $2.74 for a 
gallon of regular; while in Illinois it was 
2.77. California for the same week was 
4.18.  So, while the difference in taxes is 
between 3.5 and 6.2 cents per gallon, the 
difference in the cost of a gallon of fuel 
is between 1.41 and 1.44. 

What is going on here? For one thing, 
to attain cleaner air, our 
fuel formulation is dif-
ferent and more expen-
sive. Also, we have few 
refineries in California 
and their capacity is 
often reduced by shut-
downs for maintenance 
or breakdowns. When 
that happens the oil 
companies can and do 
charge more. 

No doubt, that is not 
the entire explanation 
for our higher fuel prices 
(and the state is investi-
gating pricing.) I have 
my thoughts about the 
other causes but will let 
readers come to their 

own conclusions. However, it is clear 
that taxes alone do not account for our 
high gasoline prices. 

For more factual information stay 
away from Nextdoor. Rather, see the fol-
lowing article from FactCheck.Org 
(https://www.factcheck.org/2019/10/tru
mps-misguided-tweet-on-california-
gasoline-prices/) 

 
Vince Buck, Fullerton

Limiting the Sale of Legal Fireworks  
to Decrease Accidents and Noise

Dear Editor, 
 
In "Debating the Costs and Benefits of Allowing Legal Fireworks" 

[www.fullertonobserver.com/2019/10/01/debating-the-costs-and-benefits-of-allow-
ing-legal-fireworks/] in the Community Section published in this paper on October 
1, 2019, the author presents the costs of keeping fireworks legal in Fullerton. 

However, instead of a knee jerk reaction as to make fireworks illegal in Fullerton, 
there needs to be focus on enforcing the current laws. Fullerton already has existing 
laws which limit the number of fireworks that can go off, time and date when they 
are allowed, and specific locations where they are allowed. Current complaints are 
very easily fixable with proper enforcement. 

 
Zuzanna McMurry, Fullerton 

False Information on Nextdoor.com

The CSUF fraternity Phi Sigma Kappa 
received much backlash from the 
University after posting a flyer on their 
Instagram with a racist watermark 
(allegedly, the n-word). The fraternity 
has since removed the post and issued an 
apology. 

An investigation about the post has 
begun by the Office of Student Conduct. 

Following this incident, the Black 
Student Union hosted a well-attended 
campus town hall. According to the 
Daily Titan, “Years of black students’ 
frustration with how the university treat-
ed them were unleashed Monday.” 

The BSU also issued a list of demands 
to CSU President Framrose Virgee relat-
ed to creating a more inclusive atmos-
phere at the college, which Virgee 
responded to in a lengthy memo. 

The Observer received the following 
letter from a CSUF alumni Tyra Reed 
(class of 2019) regarding the incident: 

“Learning of the recent events that 
have occurred at Cal State Fullerton, I 
must admit I am completely embar-
rassed to be a part of this university’s 
alumni. For the n-word to be painted on 
a flyer as a joke, and this fraternity to 
still be active is a slap in every CSUF 
African American/Black student and 
staff’s face. In reality this occurring and 
the university’s response should be an 
embarrassment to any person of charac-
ter who is associated with this universi-
ty. Humanities courses are intended to 

teach students important realities in 
regards to discrimination and I would 
hope the departments who adamantly 
stand for social justice on paper also 
stand in solidarity with the BSU on this 
issue of slander of all black CSUF stu-
dents. For this “joke” to be on a public 
forum shows how little regard there is 
for black students on campus. ASI’s lack 
of support for the BSU in addressing this 
situation clearly shows the university is 
unconcerned in regards to how their stu-
dents are affected by this. President 
Virjee’s claims during his speech at the 
2019 Black graduation of making it his 
mission to support Black students 
appears to be empty promises that just 
sounded nice. I hope disciplinary action 
is followed through and President 
Virjee’s promises are not empty. I truly 
understand the feeling of the institution 
you love not having your back or show-
ing no concern for your well being. My 
heart goes out to every Titan who is now 
feeling this way as a result of the use of 
this cruel word. Black Titans should 
never be allowed to be publicly attacked 
like this. The administration’s actions in 
response to this situation so far is similar 
to the action of using the word itself. 
Dehumanizing. 

Quite frankly, a university who claims 
to be proud of its diversity is doing a ter-
rible job at being inclusive and uphold-
ing its claims of having safe spaces for 
students.” 

CSUF Fraternity Faces Backlash  
Over Racist Flyer

Safe Parking Program for Veterans 
Now, that we have opened more than 6 emergency shelters in Orange County, it 

would be an excellent idea to have a Veterans Safe Parking Program in the parking 
lot of each shelter. Many of our homeless Veterans would be more than willing to 
stay at the local shelters if they had a Veterans Safe Parking Program. Each shelter 
should  include up to 5 safe parking spaces. This would be just another way of 
thanking our Veterans for their services.  

 
Curtis Gamble/Veteran, Fullerton 

OCTA Transportation Problems
There are several problems with the 

OCTA  bus system in Fullerton. 
According to a posted sign, the bus area 
will be closed until March 2020. Now 
all buses have to leave and arrive on 
both sides of Santa Fe Ave. near Pomona 
amongst moving cars inviting accidents 
and lawsuits. Bus passengers cross the 
street without crosswalks or warning 
signs to alert car traffic. 

Riders used to be able to message 
OCTA at 628246 and enter the bus stop 
and route they were inquiring about and 
receive back a schedule of the next three 
scheduled stops (for example 1:00pm, 

1:15pm, 1:45pm). Very informative. 
But in October this year all you can 

enter is the bus stop and all you get back 
is a message with two leave/arrival 
times such as "8 minutes, 33 minutes." 
This is not a schedule. "33 minutes" 
from when? A very poor format. 

Either OCTA or the city of Fullerton 
or both will be sued for pedestrian 
injuries or death resulting from Santa Fe 
Depot passengers cutting across the 
street to go to buses on the other side. 

 
-Warren Joseph, Fullerton 
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and state politics 
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Wacira W. Gethaiga
Recognized by the university as a 

"kind and helpful adviser to students," 
Wacira W. Gethaiga, professor emeritus 
of Afro-ethnic studies, died Oct. 9. 
During his 36 years of service at Cal 
State Fullerton, beginning in 1969, 
Gethaiga helped to establish and chair 
the Afro-Ethnic Studies Department. He 
and fellow faculty members hoped to 
increase black enrollment on campus 
with their curriculum and by visiting 
surrounding high schools. As the uni-
versity's black population rose, he then 
worked to create a space for students to 
socialize and receive academic assis-
tance; this was the beginning of the 
African American Resource Center.An 
active scholar, Gethaiga contributed to 
such books as, "Class, Culture and Race 
in American Schools," "Talk That Talk, 
an Anthology of African-American 
Storytelling" and "Social Welfare in 
Africa." He also served as resident 
director of the California State 
University's International Program in 
Zimbabwe.Gethaiga received his bach-
elor's degree from Occidental College, 
master's degrees from UC Berkeley and 
Chapman College, and a doctorate from 
Claremont Graduate School.Funeral 
services were held at 10 a.m., Oct. 18, at 
Loma Vista Mortuary, 701 E. 
Bastanchury Rd., Fullerton. 

Audry “Hugh” Hill

Longtime Fullerton resident and 
teacher Audry “Hugh” Hill died com-
fortably at home Wednesday, Oct. 9. He 
was 83. 

A lifelong educator and 
Renaissance man, Hugh 
taught English and film histo-
ry at Sonora High School 
before running programs 
serving students with limited 
English proficiency at 
Fullerton Union High School 
District. After retiring from 
the district in 1993, he 
worked at Cal State Fullerton supervis-
ing student teachers working in second-
ary schools. 

Known for his wry sense of humor, 
his love of books – he read Joseph 
Heller’s Catch-22 countless times – and 

Thomas “Tom” Gilhooly

Thomas “Tom” Gilhooly passed away 
peacefully on October 10, 2019. He was 
charming, smart, and loved by everyone 
who crossed his path. Tom was born in 
New York City and was the beloved son 
of Mary Gilhooly of New York and 
Thomas Gilhooly of Roscommon, 
Ireland. He was raised in the Bronx with 
his younger brother Robert. After gradu-
ating from Cardinal Hayes High school, 
he attended Iona College in New 
Rochelle and Brooklyn Poly Tech in 
New York, earning a degree in physics 
and a master’s degree in Civil 
Engineering, respectively. After college, 
Tom met the love of his life Marie at an 
Irish Dance, and they were married for 
55 years. Tom was a true friend, known 
for his quick wit and love of history, sci-
ence, and the outdoors. He was a master 
storyteller and could speak on any sub-
ject, whether it be world history, sci-

ence, or current events. With his New 
York accent, he held court at any dinner 
table telling stories of growing up in the 
city, how bridges are built, or providing 
historical background on current events. 
You would walk away from the table 
having learned something interesting 
and inspired to learn more. Tom was a 
lifelong traveler and learner. His home 
was filled with stacks of books, newspa-
pers, and magazines. He couldn’t wait 
for Saturdays when The Economist and 
National Geographic would arrive. Tom 
was a Civil Engineer for over 40 years. 
He worked at the Atomic Energy 
Commission in New York City and then 
spent 35 years working for the Southern 
California Gas Company in Los 
Angeles. A devout Catholic, he was 
actively involved in Our Lady of 
Guadalupe parish and participated in 
many church activities and organiza-

his unmatched ability to provide details 
about any historical event, Hugh was 
fiercely dedicated to his family. He 

cherished his soulmate 
Deanna and was exception-
ally proud of his boys, 
Todd and Toby. He taught 
his sons how to fix things, a 
skill that stuck with Todd 
but didn’t with Toby.  

Born in Foss, Oklahoma, 
in 1935 to Audry and Arrie, 
Hugh moved to Buena 
Park, California when he 

was 1 year old, eventually settling in 
Fullerton. He graduated from Fullerton 
Union High School, then earned a bach-
elor’s degree in English at the 
University of Southern California and a 
master’s degree in ancient history at 

tions. He loved to play golf, waking up 
before dawn to meet his buddies for a 
6:00 a.m. tee time. Tom is deeply loved 
and will be sorely missed by his family 
and many friends, including his daugh-
ters Patricia, Eileen, and Mary Kay; his 
son-in-law Ryan; his granddaughter 
Elizabeth; his sister and brother-in-law 
Judy and John Collins; and seven nieces 
and nephews (Eileen, Rori, Suzanne, 
Brian, Patricia, John, and Michael). He 
is in heaven now with his wife Marie, 
son Kevin, sister-in-law Kathleen, 
nephew Joey, brother Robert, his par-
ents, and many, many friends. Heaven is 
having a parade and Tom Gilhooly is the 
Grand Marshal. Nos aeternum te amabo 
Dad. (We will love you for all eternity 
Dad.) In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church- Capital Campaign Project at 
https://www.olglahabra.org/capital-
campaign-psa or The National Parks 
Foundation at https://www.national-
parks.org/support

California State University, Fullerton. 
He remained a devoted USC Trojans 
football fan the rest of his life. 

Hugh’s other interests included tennis, 
golf, international travel, classic cars, 
politics and history. More recently, he 
was content to watch the news, read 
Smithsonian magazine, snack on jelly 
beans or listen to classical music from 
his favorite chair in his open garage.  

He is survived by Deanna, his wife of 
35 years; sons Todd and Toby and their 
wives Deirdre and Lisa; and grand-
daughters Aislinn, a junior at the 
University of Portland, and Emma, a 
third-generation Fullerton Union High 
School student.  

Hugh’s family is grateful for the sup-
port they have received from the 
Fullerton community and for the com-
passionate palliative and hospice care he 
received at home as his COPD and 
Parkinson’s disease progressed.  

Charles Paul Pecoraro

Nov.29th 1918-Jul.1st 2019 
Loved God, Lucy (his wife, together 

for over 53yrs), Charlie (his son), 
music, & life. Born in Manhattan when 
there were more horses than cars, he 
began playing professional guitar at the 
age of 7 years old accompanying his 
father, a Sicilian classical mandolinist. 
Performed in Vaudeville, speakeasies, 
Broadway pits, Jazz clubs, & venues 
around the world. WWII veteran, US 
Coast Guard. Outran Nazi U-Boats in 
Atlantic waters transporting troops 
through Panama Canal into the Pacific 
Theatre. Lived and worked alongside 
his younger brother Steven in Los 
Angeles until the family moved to 
Fullerton in the 1970ʼs. In his third act 
he treasured being a husband & a father, 
playing Jazz with his friends, going out 
for coffee, giving out spumoni at 
Angeloʼs & Vinciʼs, & talking to God in 
his private times, who surely answered 

his prayers of health, peace, & longevi-
ty. With his kind, wise, elegant, & relat-
able charisma, he made friends every-
where he went. He was eternally opti-
mistic, and sweetly hilarious, without a 
sarcastic bone in his body. He achieved 
what few people do in this life: with age 
he grew better, and not bitter. He was 
beloved by many, especially his family, 
but by none more than his wife and son, 
who hold him in their hearts forever. 
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The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To 
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide 
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable 
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10 for 50 words or less 
per issue. Payment is by check only.   The Observer assumes no liability for 
ads placed here. However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a 
service,  please let us know at (714) 525-6402.  Call City Hall at (714) 738-
6531 to inquire about business licenses. For contractor license verification go 
to the California State Contractor License Board website at  
www.cslb.ca.gov.       

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS  
Call (714) 525-6402

HOME REPAIR
LICENSED HOME SERVICES 
Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors, 

Patio Covers, Fences, Gates   
CSLB #744432.   

Free estimates (714) 272-8702 
 

CITY JOB OPENINGS 
(updated Sept 9, 2019) 

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and 
click on the “How Do I” tab and then 
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on 
the “Apply” link or visit Fullerton City 
Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth Ave. 

•Deputy City Manager 
 $105,678 - $158,518  
•Location Specialist  
$4,083 - $5,212 Monthly 
•Forensic Specialist I 
Police Department 
Full Time $4,381- $5,593 Monthly 
•Fire Dept. Utility Worker 
$12-$13/hr No Benefits/Temporary

EMPLOYMENT

WANT TO BUY
Wanted: OLDER ENGINEERING 

& TECHNICAL BOOKS 

Engineering, physics, mathematics, 
electronics, aeronautics, welding, 

woodworking, HVAC, metalworking 
and other types of technical books pur-
chased. Large Collections (25+ books) 

Preferred. Please call Deborah  
(714) 528-8297 

FULLERTON ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT JOBS  

•Child Development Services  
Supervisor $6,431-$7,102.  
Deadline 9/26 at 4pm. 
•Bilingual Translator/Tech 

(Spanish)  
$21 - $27/hour. Deadline 9/26 at 4pm. 
•HVAC Tech $4,584-$5,864/month 
Deadline 9/23 at 4pm 
•Instructional Assistant $15-$20/hr 
Deadline 9/23 at 4pm 
•SDC Teacher Mild/Moderate  
Jr. High Certificated Salary 
Deadline 10/3 at 4pm 
•Playground Supervisor On Call 
Substitute $15.57/hr Deadline 9/26 
•School Bus Driver $20-$25/hr 
 Deadline 9/18 at 4pm 
•School Office Manager  
$4,934/month. Deadline 9/18 at 4pm 
And more. Apply at www.edjoin.org   

FULLERTON HIGH SCHOOL  
DISTRICT JOB OPENINGS  

•Head Varsity Track & Field Coach  
$3,870 stipend per season.  
Deadline 9/20 at 8am 
•Instructional Aide $17.44-$22.25/hr 
•Custodial & Grounds Worker 
  Substitute $20.24/hr 
•Vehicle Mechanic Sub $27.19/hr 
And more. Apply at www.edjoin.org   

(updated Sept 9, 2019) 

CHERRY & OAK FURNITURE  
Six-piece Kincaid cherrywood bed-

room set: Cal King 4-poster bed, triple 
dresser w/wing top mirror, highboy 
dresser, 2 night stands. Also 5-shelf oak 
bookcase (71" tall x 29" wide x 12" 
deep). Call Mike at (714) 598-8995 or 
email mhent112@att.net 

 

FOR SALE

Visit www.fullertonobserver.com 
to see how you can advertise your 

goods or services!

A fight Among Metal
by Nathan Guerrero 

     
Robots don't always have to be the 

evil ones who are terminating humans. 
In some ways robots teach us a thing or 
two. 

FRC (First Robotics Competition) is 
an organization consisting of over 8,000 
teams worldwide. These teams are for 
high schoolers who com-
pete in community or 
school teams. My father 
coaches a community 
team located in Whittier, 
though the Orange County 
Regional Tournament is 
usually located at a high 
school in Orange County. 
My father's team called X-
Bots (Team 5810) has an 
outreach to the communi-
ty that is sponsored by 
PPG Aerospace. This out-
reach is called Go Baby 
Go. 

Go Baby Go is a pro-
gram where the high schoolers take 
already built plastic electric cars, the 
kind that toddlers drive, and  modify 
them for disabled children. The cars are 
modified many different ways to fit the 
disabled child. If the child cannot sit up, 
then we add extra straps and a back-sup-
porting foam frame to help them. If the 

child has trouble moving their arms, 
then we add a red button so they can 
make the car go by hitting it, rather then 
having to complicatedly maneuver it. 
This helps the child develop upper body 
stability. 

In the FRC competitions, different 
robots that weigh around 120 Lbs. com-
pete against each other. The robots use 

their complicated mecha-
nisms to gain points by 
climbing, shooting, block-
ing, flipping, etc. Some 
local high schools that have 
FRC teams are Troy and 
Sunny Hills.  

 These robotics teams 
submit their special com-
munity acts to try to achieve 
the Chairman's Award. Last 
month at a competition 
called the Fall Classic at 
Valencia High School we 
even won 1st place (with 
the help of other teams on 
our alliance)! 

Overall, robotics has a huge impact, 
and FRC even provides these opportuni-
ties to children of much younger ages. 
Robotics helps develop programmers, 
coders and even engineers! It develops a 
great interest in STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Math). 

BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,  
Fullerton, CA 92832 

714-879-5868 x5  www.michellegottlieb.com

        INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE  & FAMILY THERAPY 
MICHELLE  GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT  

SETTING HEALTHY BOUNDARIES

Have you ever had the experience 
of seeing someone you love making 
poor decisions? You may see clearly 
better and healthier choices than the 
ones that they are making, but they 
will not listen. In fact, they tell you 
all the ways that you are wrong. It is 
difficult and sad to watch people sab-
otage themselves. 

But we need to realize that we can-
not control others. In fact, we have 
zero control over others’ thoughts, 
ideas and actions. That sense of pow-
erlessness is very difficult to tolerate. 
It, however, is reality. So, since you 
cannot force others to make healthy 
choices, what can you do? 

You can take care of yourself. One 
of the ways may be by setting healthy 

boundaries with those loved ones 
who are not healthy. Be very clear 
when you can see them and under 
what conditions. If those conditions 
are not met, then end the visit. This is 
very difficult to do with people that 
you love, but it does create sanity in 
your own life. 

Instead, turn the focus on self-care, 
which is something that you can con-
trol. If you stop wasting energy on 
those that do not want it, it opens up 
more energy for you. What will help 
you to feel more centered, healthier, 
enjoying your life more? Do that. 
And keep positive thoughts that your 
loved ones will one day be able to 
join you.

ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“FALLEN”  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2019 

PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise  
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

 
 

Robotics helps 
develop a great 
interest among 

students in 
STEAM  
(Science, 

Technology, 
Engineering,  

Arts, and Math) 
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DIA DE LOS MUERTOS

Proposed Homeless Facility
by Jane Rands 

 
The Illumination Foundation hosted a 

community meeting at the library at 5pm 
on Friday November 1 to answer resi-
dents’ questions about a Fullerton 
Shelter providing Recuperative Care for 
60 homeless people and a Navigation 
Center for 90 homeless people at 3535 
W Commonwealth Ave. Homeless peo-
ple from Fullerton will have priority to 
be referred to the facility. 

 The 24 hours facility will be fenced 
and residents will be transported to and 
from the facility by vehicles. No walk-
ins or walk-outs will be allowed. People 
disabled by addiction will be moved to 
other county programs if they use. 
People with severe mental health issues 
will be moved to more appropriate facil-
ities in the county if they cannot be sta-

bilized through medications. 
 Recuperative Care residents will be 

referred to the shelter by hospitals and 
other qualifying medical professionals 
and while at the Center will receive 
medical oversight, behavioral therapy, 
and substance abuse counseling. The 
Navigation Center will provide access to 
benefits, employment services, and con-
nections to other services. Resident will 
transition to long term housing as appro-
priate for their abilities.. 

 The property near the airport was pur-
chased by an anonymous donor for $3.6 
million 2 weeks ago and the location had 
been withheld from the public through-
out the negotiating process until now. 
The City Council will be voting at the 
November 5 Meeting on whether to 
approve this shelter at this location run 
by the Illumination Foundation. 

Photos of ofrendas (above) and Aztec dancers (below) from Fullerton College’s 
annual Dia De Los Muertos celebration on November 24.

Anaheim Approves Rent Subsidy, not Rent 
Control for Senior Mobile Home Parks

Rancho La Paz mobile homeowners 
were presented by the park’s new owner 
John Saunders with an over 100-page 
lease agreement including space rent 
increases of 80% over the course of a 6-
or 10-year span. 

Anaheim Councilmember Jose 
Moreno’s proposal to assist residents 
through a rent control ordinance was 
supported by Councilmember Denise 
Barnes and Jordan Brandman. The pro-
posal would have limited the per-year 
rent increase to 5% and tied it to the 
Consumer Price Index - a model suc-
cessfully in place for years by the city of 
San Juan Capistrano.  

However, at the October 29 council 
meeting, Anaheim city council voted to 
permanently shelve any discussion of a 
rent control ordinance. 

The item was not even allowed to be 
debated after Mayor Harry Sidhu pro-
posed shelving it. He was supported by 
council members Trevor O’Neill, 

Lucille Kring, and Stephen Faessel. 
Rancho La Paz Mobile Home Park 

was purchased by John Saunders 
Property Company, LLC of Nevada  in 
early 2019. Saunders bought the 387 
space park straddling Fullerton and 
Anaheim along with several other prop-
erties including an adjacent restaurant 
and vacant lot.  

Anaheim city council voted on 
October 22 to a approve a new tenant-
based rental assistance program for 
those who own mobile homes, which 
would appropriate $350,000 from the 
federal HOME Investment Partnerships 
grant to fund the program and direct 
staff to implement the program. The 
program is not expected to begin until 
January of 2020. 

Fullerton city council voted in August 
to also approve a rent subsidy program 
for residents living on the Fullerton side, 
but rejected an anti-gouging rent control 
proposal.  

The former 15,700 sq. ft. DNG Engineering building has been selected as the pro-
posed home of the Illumination Foundation Navigation Center.


