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Around 11,000 people gathered in Downtown Santa Ana for the 4th annual  
OC Women’s March on January 18. See article on page 20. Photo by Jesse La Tour

Voting Made Easier 
for the March 3 

Primary Election

Continued on page 3

City Approves Recuperative 
Care/Navigation Center for the Homeless

by Jesse La Tour 
 
Hundreds of residents, many from the 

faith community, showed up at the 
January 21 Fullerton City Council meet-
ing to urge council to approve a recuper-
ative care/navigation center for the 
homeless, and council voted 4-1 
(Whitaker “no”) to approve it. 

An hour before the meeting, homeless 
advocates assembled outside City Hall 
and marched around the building to 
express their support for the project. 

In December, the Planning 
Commission approved a permit for the 
project, which will be run by local non-
profit Illumination Foundation, includ-
ing 60 beds of recuperative care and 90 
beds of navigation center with wrap-
around services in a currently-existing 
industrial building at 3535 West 
Commonwealth Avenue.  

The vote of the Planning Commission 
was appealed by an adjacent property 

owner, and council voted to deny the 
appeal, with some added conditions. 

Many members of the public, includ-
ing many homeless advocates, spoke in 
favor of the project. 

Council chambers was full to over-
flowing with supporters of the project. 

“I’m here tonight in solidarity with all 
our community members who have 
expressed consistent concern and com-
passion for our vulnerable community 
members who live on the street,” David 
Gillanders, executive director of 
Pathways of Hope, said. 

Rusty Kennedy, chair of Fullerton’s 
Homeless Planning committee, thanked 
the city for declaring a “homeless crisis” 
last summer, opening the “safe parking” 
program (for those living in their vehi-
cles), establishing the homeless plan-
ning committee, and supporting 
Illumination Foundation in their efforts 
to establish this facility. 

Continued on page 2

Owner vs. Tenant  
Conflict 

Downtown
by Judith Kaluzny 

  
 Outside counsel has been hired by the 

City as one consequence of local restau-
ranteur Joe Florentine having submitted 
a Fullerton City  application for a 
Conditional Use Permit (CUP), which 
he had altered.   Florentine claimed 
guidance from City staff in preparing his 
application.  The alteration was a substi-
tution of the term “Use Owner” for 
“Property owner” at signature lines.  

SENATE VOTES AGAINST WITNESSES AND  
DOCUMENTS IN IMPEACHMENT TRIAL

Despite polls showing 75% of 
American voters wanted to hear from 
witnesses in the Senate Impeachment 
Trial of President Trump, Senate 
Republicans voted 51-49 to not allow 
additional witnesses or documents in the 
trial. 

Mitt Romney of Utah and Susan 
Collins of Maine were the only 
Republicans to join Democrats voting to 
allow witnesses and documents on 
Friday, Jan. 31. 

Republican Lamar Alexander of 
Tennessee said he was convinced by the 
evidence already presented by the 
House that Trump's actions were wrong 

but that he thought the American people 
should make their choice at the polls. 

Democrat Adam Schiff of California, 
the main House Impeachment lead, 
pointed out that a trial that bans witness-
es and documents is not a trial and sets a 
dangerous precedent in our legal system. 

An amendment brought forward to 
have Supreme Court Justice John 
Roberts, who presided over the proceed-
ings, to override the Senate vote and 
allow further evidence was shot down 
by an immediate motion to table - sup-
ported again in a 51-49 vote. 

The final vote to convict or acquit 
President Trump happens Wed, Feb 5.

by Mark Shapiro 
 
Recently the Orange County Board of 

Supervisors voted to abandon the old 
precinct election system in favor of a 
new system of “vote centers” as permit-
ted under California’s Voters Choice 
Act. This was done to save money and 
make voting easier as more voters have 
chosen to vote by mail rather than in 
person at their local precinct. 

Voters now have three easy ways to 
vote: 1.) Vote by mail (no stamp needed) 
2.) Drop your ballot in one of hundreds 
of ballot drop boxes located throughout 
the county, and 3.) Vote in person at any 
of the 188 Vote Centers throughout the 
county. 

Under the new system you won’t need 
to request a vote-by-mail ballot. Instead, 
every registered voter in the county 
automatically will receive one. Feb 18 is 
the deadline to register to vote in this 
election. You can register at 
www.ocvote.com.  

Vote centers will be open for an 11-
day period from February 22 through 
election day on March 3.  

 

Continued on page 5

Public Meeting On 
PFAS in Our Water

Join Councilmember Ahmad Zahra, 
Fullerton's OCWD representative board-
member, and guests to “GET THE 
FACTS about PFAS,” new state and fed-
eral regulations, local clean up efforts 
and its cost, and more on Saturday, 
February 8 at 10am at the Fullerton 
Community Center. 340 W. 
Commonwealth Ave. 

PFAS, Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances, are a group of synthetic chemi-
cals that have been manufactured and 
used in many everyday consumer prod-
ucts since the 1940s. They have been 
detected in local groundwater supplies 
across the country, including our own in 
Orange County, and have become chem-
icals of emerging concern to the public’s 
health. Guest Speakers include Mike 
Markus, OCWD  General Manager, Meg 
McWade, City of Fullerton Public 
Works Director, and Adan Ortega, 
Metropolitan Water District Board 
Member. 

See article on page 3. 



Page 2  FULLERTON OBSERVER   EARLY FEBRUARY 2020LOCAL NEWS

Gang Member Sentenced to Life for Murder

A Fullerton gang member was sen-
tenced to life in prison without the pos-
sibility of parole on January 10 in the 
2017 shooting death of a man with ties 
to a rival gang in Anaheim. He was also 
sentenced to an additional 25 years to 
life for the personal discharge of a 
firearm. 

Osiris Lenin Garfias Pedraza, 23, of 
Fullerton, was convicted in November 
2019 of one felony count of first-degree 
murder, one felony count of the personal 
discharge of a firearm causing death, 
and one felony count of active participa-
tion in a criminal street gang in connec-

tion with the murder of Jonathan 
Hernandez, 22, of Anaheim on July 5, 
2017. The jury also found the enhance-
ment of special circumstances to be true. 

Anaheim police were called to the 
area of Balsam Avenue and Curtis Court 
at approximately 2:50 a.m. with reports 
of shots fired and a man down. Officers 
found Hernandez shot multiple times 
lying in the street next to a bicycle. He 
was later pronounced dead at UCI 
Medical Center.  

Deputy District Attorney Anna 
McIntire of the Gang Unit prosecuted 
this case.

SHHS Coach Arrested for  
Lewd Acts with a Minor

Following reports from the mother of 
a female 14-year-old Sunny Hills High 
School (SHHS) student and a police 
investigation, local police placed SHHS 
boys’ JV basketball coach Elijah Kim 
(30, Fullerton) under arrest for commit-
ting lewd and lascivious acts with a 
minor under the age of 15-years-old. 

The mother of the student contacted 
the school on Friday, January 10, to 
report that her daughter may have had 
unwanted inappropriate contact with 
Kim. SHHS staff immediately contacted 
the Fullerton Police Department to 
report the information. 

Fullerton Police School Resource 
Officers, as well as Fullerton PD 
Detectives, began an investigation into 
the allegations. Based on their investiga-
tion, at approximately 3:45 on January 
10, detectives placed  Kim under arrest. 

In addition to coaching basketball at 
SHHS, Kim is a substitute teacher with-
in the Fullerton Joint Union High School 
District. 

Kim was transported to the Fullerton 
City Jail where he is being held in lieu of 
$20,000 bail. 

Detectives believe it is possible there 
are additional victims who have yet to 
come forward. Anyone with further 
information, or anyone who believes 
they may have had inappropriate contact 
with Kim in the past, is encouraged to 
contact Fullerton Police Detective 
Zuniga at (714) 738-5361. 

Those wishing to provide information 
anonymously can call the Orange 
County Crime Stoppers at 1(855) TIP-
OCCS or you can visit their website at 
www.occrimestoppers.org.

City Approves Recuperative 
Care/Navigation Center for the Homeless

Diane Vena said there are 24 reasons 
to approve this facility, and proceeded to 
read the names of the 24 people who 
died homeless in Orange County in 
December. 

Barry Ross from St. Jude Medical 
Center spoke of the importance of the 
recuperative care facility, which pro-
vides shelter and care for homeless peo-
ple who are released from the hospital 
so they are not sent back on the streets. 

“I’m here on behalf of the more than 
500 unique homeless patients that St. 
Jude serves every year to ask for your 
support of this recuperative care center,” 
Ross said. “The patients we see are often 
frail, elderly, and have multiple chronic 
conditions.” 

Miguel Lopez, a local social worker, 
said that this last year, over 50% of peo-
ple experiencing homelessness were 
over 50.  

“It’s really about making sure people 
aren’t dying on the streets,” Lopez said. 

Councilmember Jesus Silva, who sup-
ported the project said that people often 
say, ‘We want to help the homeless, but 
can you do it over there?’”  

“This is a place for us to start. We 
have to move forward with this. We 
can’t say, ‘There’s a better place over 
there, in the next city.’ We have to pro-
vide some leadership,” Silva said. 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra said, 
“The question is, ‘Do we want our 
homeless neighbors getting help or 
dying on the street?’ That’s the ques-
tion…I want to applaud the neighbors 
who came out in support of this, who 
have said not the usual ‘Not in my 
Backyard” but instead ‘Yes in my back-
yard.’” 

Councilmember Bruce Whitaker 
voted against the project, expressing 

concern over a lack of transparency and 
community outreach regarding the proj-
ect. 

Mayor Protem Flory, who supported 
the project, explained that it was in part 
because of council’s approval of this 
project that the city was able to clear the 
Gilbert homeless encampment. 

“In 2013 we were not successful in 
approving a 200-bed homeless facility 
on State College, and the reason was we 
did not have community support,” Flory 
said. “Because of your support, your 
help, your stories, your advocacy, you 
have made our decision very easy 
tonight and I thank you for that.” 

Mayor Fitzgerald, who supported the 
project, said she respects the adjacent 
property owners’ concerns and believes 
the added conditions will alleviate those 
concerns. 

“I think a healthy community is one 
that provides a place for everyone to be 
a part of their community,” Fitzgerald 
said. “There are people in our communi-
ty who need a second chance.” 

Fitzgerald also proposed creating a 

community advisory board that meets 
twice a year with the surrounding com-
munity, “to collaborate and be a good 
neighbor.” 

Last October, council approved a 
cooperative funding agreement with 
Illumination Foundation of $500,000 
for improvements to the building for 
this project. 

The facility will provide 24-hour 
staffing and security personnel on three 
shifts. 

The facility will not allow walk-up 
clients to enter. People will be allowed 
to enter only if they have been referred 
by a service provider. 

One condition of approval involves 
ongoing outreach and engagement with 
the adjacent businesses, property own-
ers, tenants and residents within the area 
on a recurring basis to allow a forum for 
feedback on the operations and manage-
ment of the facility and steps that can be 
taken by Illumination Foundation to 
address those concerns.  

The facility is expected to open this 
year.

Continued from frontpage

Homeless advocates marched around City Hall to support the project.

Many members of the faith community showed up to demonstrate support.
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How the New Orange County Voting System Will 
Work for the March Primary Election

 
So not only will you be able to vote in per-

son at any vote center, but on any day and 
time during the 11-day period that is conven-
ient for you. A list of voting center locations 
is  available on the Registrar of Voters web-
site (ocvote.com). 

The voting centers will be “full-service” 
operations. You can go to any one of the cen-
ters to register to vote, or to change your pres-
ent registration, or to get a replacement vote-
by-mail ballot if you made a mistake on the 
one originally mailed to you. 

If you decide to use your vote-by-mail bal-
lot, you now have more options for returning 
your filled-out ballot. As in the past, you can 
drop it in the mail at any post office. A 
postage stamp is not needed. Or, you can drop 
it in any one of the secure ballot drop boxes  
located throughout the county. Or, you can 
hand it in at any one of the vote centers. 

The March 3 primary combines presidental 
and state elections. The primary election for 
presidential candidates by California law is 
under the control of the political parties. The 
state election is for all the other offices up for 
election in 2020 (and for ballot propositions). 
In this primary everyone running for a given 
office is listed regardless of political party. 
This sometimes is referred to as California’s 
“top-two primary.” In the top-two primary it’s 
possible for the voters to choose two candi-
dates from the same political party to run 

against each other in the general election. 
If you indicated a party preference when 

you last registered to vote, your March 3 pri-
mary ballot will include the presidential can-
didates running for the nomination of that 
party as well as all those candidates running 
for other offices. However, if you registered 
as an independent (No Party Preference) 
voter, your March 3 primary ballot won’t 
include any presidential candidates, only the 
candidates running for the other offices. 

But, three political parties—Democratic, 
Libertarian, and American Independent—are 
allowing No Party Preference (independent) 
voters to request a “crossover” ballot that 
includes presidential candidates from one of 
those three parties. If you intend to vote in 
person at one of the vote centers, all you need 
to do to vote in, say, the Democratic primary 
is to request a Democratic crossover ballot at 
the time you vote. It will include the 
Democratic candidates running for president. 

In addition, the Orange County Registrar of 
Voters sent postcards to all No Party 
Preference voters that they can return to 
request a crossover vote-by-mail ballot. If 
you have misplaced the postcard you can 
request a crossover ballot by telephone at 
(714) 567-7600 or by email at 
ocvoter@ocgov.com before February 25, 
2020. 

But what if you are a No-Party-Preference 
voter, and you want to vote in the presidential 
primary of some other party besides 

Democratic, Libertarian, or 
American Independent? In that 
case you will need to change your 
registration temporarily to that 
party. For example, if you are cur-
rently registered as a No-Party-
Preference voter and you want to 
vote for a Republican candidate for 
president in the primary, you will 
need to re-register as a Republican. 
You can do that in person at any 
one of the voting centers or online 
at ocvote.com. If you choose to re-
register online, you must do so by 
February 17, 2020 to receive the 
correct vote-by-mail ballot. If you 
miss that deadline and decide to re-
register at a voting center, you will 

be given a provisional ballot for the 
new party. After the March 3rd pri-
mary you can change your registra-
tion back to No Party Preference if 
you want. 

Vote Center Locations in 
Fullerton are as follows: Fullerton 
Public Library, St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church, Gilbert 
Community Center, Hillcrest 
Community Center, Fullerton Joint 
Union High Shool District Office, 
Independence Park, CSUF Housing 
& Residential Engagement Office, 
and Public Works Maintenance 
Yard. For addresses and more info 
visit www.ocvote.com.

Continued from frontpage

PFAS: CHEMICALS OF EMERGING CONCERN
by Ahmad Zahra 

Fullerton Council Member &  
Orange County Water District Representative 

 
Nothing is more important than clean water. We 

wash our produce, bathe our kids and brush our 
teeth every day with what comes out of the tap. 

Our water served here in Fullerton is tested thou-
sands of times for contaminants each year in order 
to deliver some of the cleanest drinking water in the 
world. But today in Orange County and across the 
country, water agencies are faced with a challenge – 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances, otherwise known as 
PFAS. This group of synthetic 
chemicals has been manufac-
tured and used in many everyday 
consumer products since the 
1940s and has found its way into 
local groundwater supplies, 
including our own. Only in 
recent years have the methods 
for their detection been created 
and refined. Of the PFAS group, 
perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) 
and perfluorooctane sulfonate 
(PFOS) have become chemicals 
of emerging concern to the pub-
lic’s health, and have made head-
lines this year, including being 
the subject of the Hollywood 
movie “Dark Waters” and the 
2018 Netflix documentary “The Devil We Know”. 

Water is just one of many ways that people come 
in contact with these substances. Food and dust are 
also considered potentially significant sources. 
These chemicals are used in manufacturing because 
they repel heat, water and oil, and they have been 
used for decades in hundreds of industrial applica-
tions and consumer products such as firefighting 
foam, furniture fabrics, food packaging and service 
containers, clothing, and other water, grease or stain 
resistant materials. PFAS have been detected widely 
both in the environment and in blood samples of the 
general U.S. population. The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has also detected PFAS 
chemicals in the U.S. food supply. 

While Orange County’s groundwater levels of 
both PFOA and PFOS are very low compared to 
other parts of the country where manufacturers or 

users have discharged them directly into the envi-
ronment, it’s nonetheless something that is being 
taken very seriously. The Orange County Water 
District (OCWD) has taken a leading role in 
addressing this issue. Its Philip L. Anthony Water 
Quality Laboratory became the first public agency 
laboratory in California to achieve state certification 
to analyze for PFAS in drinking water. And, OCWD 
recently announced the launch of the nation’s 
largest water treatment pilot program for PFAS and 
will test various methods for treating PFAS, specific 
to each retail water agency in the county, including 

Fullerton, which relies on groundwater for 
77% of its supply. 

OCWD has been proactively working 
with federal, state and local agencies to 
tackle this issue, especially as state and 
federal standards continue to change and 
we gain more understanding of the issue. 
In April 2019, California’s Division of 
Drinking Water (DDW) sent monitoring 
orders to more than 200 public water sys-
tems across the state to test for PFOA and 
PFOS, including 12 in OCWD’s service 
area with some in Fullerton, selected on 
the basis of proximity to either landfills, 
municipal airports or past detections of 
PFAS in wells. 

The State of California’s current 
Response Level (RL) for PFOA and PFOS 
– the level at which the state recommends, 
but does not enforce, that an agency stop 

serving water – has been 70 parts per trillion (ppt), 
consistent with the federal EPA’s Lifetime Health 
Advisory. The state has indicated that the RL will be 
reduced to as low as 5ppt, potentially shutting down 
71 wells in OCWD’s service area, including several 
in Fullerton. While the state has also begun the for-
mal process of establishing enforceable drinking 
water standards for both chemicals, OCWD, 
Fullerton, and most water agencies consider the 
“recommended” RL as de facto enforceable. 

Fullerton and other cities in Orange County have 
been testing for PFAS throughout 2019 in prepara-
tion to meet new state and federal guidelines, while 
simultaneously exploring long-term treatment solu-
tions and discontinuing use of water that exceeds 
California’s new RL. All of this does come with a 
price tag. The cost of pilot tests, treatment, imported 
water supplies and other PFAS-related actions is 

substantial. As such, OCWD’s board recently approved a 
new policy that would assist retail agencies financially with 
capital for treatment plants and future operational costs. 
However, until the treatment plants are built, agencies have 
to grapple with the higher cost of imported water to replace 
the loss of groundwater. Fullerton is in the process of assess-
ing the best financial approach to this unexpected large 
expense. While water agencies played no role in PFAS 
entering our water supplies, OCWD, Fullerton, and other 
agencies are taking important steps to reduce and remove 
them from our water. 

The nation is just beginning to understand the gravity of 
the PFAS problem. Fullerton is joining water agencies in 
advocating that both the state and the federal governments 
set enforceable maximum contaminant levels for both 
PFOA and PFOS in order to protect public health and help 
provide long-term financial remedies. In the meantime, 
OCWD, Fullerton and other affected water agencies are 
considering the state’s recommended levels as if they were 
enforceable mandates. It is a costly investment but one we 
all feel is important. Clean, reliable drinking water is always 
the highest priority. 

For more information on PFAS or other water related mat-
ters please contact me at: AhmadZ@cityoffullerton.com or 
visit www.ocwd.com. This issue will be discussed at the Feb 
5 OCWD meeting at 5:30pm. 

I will be hosting a meeting on water issues Feb. 8. See 
frontpage for more info. 

For more information on PFAS visit www.ewg.org (the 
non-profit Environmental Working Group).

 
 

Studies in 
humans have 

shown that PFAS 
may increase  

cholesterol levels, 
affect the  

immune system, 
and increase  

the risk of some 
cancers.

Example of official ballot drop box. Photo by Jane Rands.
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The Council meets at 6:30pm on the 
first and third Tuesdays of each 

month. Upcoming agenda informa-
tion and streaming video of council 

meetings are available at www.cityof-
fullerton.com. City Hall is located at 
303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 

Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by 
email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

FULLERTON CITY 
COUNCIL NOTES 
JANUARY 7 AND 
21 MEETINGS

Closed Session: Before every public city council meeting, there is a “closed 
session” in which council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the 
view of the public. During these closed sessions, Council met with staff to discuss 
negotiations with the Fullerton Firefighters’ Association and the Fullerton Police 
Management Association regarding salaries, benefits, and working conditions. 
Council also met with legal counsel regarding the lawsuit Rosa Garcia De Reyes v. 
City of Fullerton, and voted to settle for $57,500, Joshua Ferguson v. City of 
Fullerton, City of Fullerton v. Friends of Fullerton’s Future, Joshua Ferguson and 
David Curlee. City attorney Richard Jones announced that he has recused himself 
regarding Florentine’s case, and that the city manager has retained outside counsel. 
See article on frontpage. 

Commission and 
Committee 

Appointments
Mayor Protem Flory appointed Carl 

Byers to continue serving on the Library 
Board of Trustees. 

Councilmember Bruce Whitaker 
appointed Michael Pascale to the 
Community Development Citizens 
Committee. 

Councilmember Zahra appointed 
Brian Yanity to the Transportation and 
Circulation Commission.

Contract for Crossing Guard Services
Council voted 4-1 to update and 

renew the contract for crossing guard 
services for fiscal year 2019-20 with the 
option to renew annually for four addi-
tional years. 

The agreement is with All City 
Management Services, Inc (All City). 
The estimated cost is $431,465 for the 
year. 

All City will provide crossing guard 
services at 31 locations throughout the 
city. As a result of a previous agreement, 
the Fullerton School District (FSD) has 

agreed to pay one-half of the charges 
related to crossing guard services pro-
vided at schools in their district. The 
estimated share of the cost of service to 
be paid by FSD at the end of the school 
year is $61,537. The City’s share is 
$369,928. 

Mayor Protem Flory, who voted 
against the item, suggested that the 
school district should bear a larger share 
of the cost and asked to continue the 
item to further negotiate with the school 
district. 

Appointments to Regional Advisory Bodies
The following people were appointed 

to the following regional advisory bod-
ies: 

Orange County Vector Control Board: 
Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald 

Independent Cities Risk Management 
Authority (Alternate): City Treasurer 

Ellis Chang 
Fullerton Investment Advisory 

Committee (Primary, Alternate): 
Jennifer Fitzgerald, Jan Flory 

Fullerton Museum Board of Trustees 
(Primary): Susie Dittmar 

Fullerton Police 
Department Drone 

Program

Captain Rios gave a presentation on 
the police department’s new drone pro-
gram, which they have spent the past 
two years developing. They currently 
have 5 FAA licensed pilots, and 2 
drones. To learn more visit the FPD’s  
web site www.fullertonpd.org. Expansion of Parking Contract 

Council voted 4-1 (Zahra “no”) to 
expand the scope of services with park-
ing management company SP+ to sup-
plement City staff for street sweeping 
parking enforcement, overnight parking 
enforcement, and Downtown daytime 
time-restricted parking enforcement. 

The cost will be as follows: 
1. Overnight Parking Enforcement: 

$239,395 
2. Street sweeper parking enforce-

ment: $97,958 (year 1) increasing to 
$165,296 

3. Downtown daytime, time-restricted 
parking enforcement: $253,667. 

According to the staff report, costs 
associated with the additional services 
to be provided by SP+ are anticipated to 
be fully offset through citation revenue. 

Currently, the City only has one part-
time employee assigned to enforcement 
of the City’s on-street parking restric-
tions between 2am and 5am on non-
exempt streets. SP+ will provide two 
additional dedicated enforcement per-
sonnel for overnight enforcement, seven 
days per week. 

Councilmember Zahra expressed con-
cern regarding high-density/lower 
income areas, which are more impacted 
by the overnight parking ban. 

“I want to make sure we’re not 
becoming predatory in our actions 
against people who have no other 
choice,” Zahra said. 

City Manager Ken Domer suggested 
that staff come back with a report in 
2021.

Loma Alta Area Infrastructure  
Improvements Project 

Council voted 4-0 (Fitzgerald recused 
due to living close to the project) to 
award a construction contract to Big 
Ben, Inc. in the amount of $3,740,918 
for the Loma Alta Area Infrastructure 
Improvements Project. 

The scope of work includes replace-
ment of 1.65 miles of water pipe and 0.2 
miles of sewer pipe.  

The water pipes being replaced have 
had a significant history of main breaks. 
Project improvements will also include 
replacement of deteriorated curbs, gut-
ters, sidewalks, cross gutters and span-
drels, minor sewer manhole upgrades, 
installation of ADA access ramps and 

installation of a large meter upgrade. 
Repair of the deteriorated curbs, gut-

ters, sidewalks is mainly due to damage 
caused by the adjacent street trees. Staff 
has reviewed each tree to determine if 
the tree roots can be pruned or if the tree 
requires removal. The plan is to remove 
51 trees to be done by the City’s on-call 
tree service company, West Coast 
Arborists. 

The project will include reconstruc-
tion of roadway pavement which is cur-
rently in poor condition. 

Construction is anticipated to begin in 
early March and completed in 
November. 

Information Technology (IT) upgrades 
Council voted 4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to 

approve emergency Information 
Technology (IT) upgrades, both hard-
ware and software in the amount of $2.6 
million. 

This is in response to a June 2019 
“breach” of confidential city informa-
tion by authors from the Friends for 
Fullerton’s Future blog. 

Initially, the city contracted with 
GlassBox Technologies to provide tech-
nical assistance and audit the city’s IT 
systems, following this “breach.” 

GlassBox Technologies “identified an 
aged out and unsupported environment 

which had severe implications for [the 
city’s] ability to use and secure [its] 
overall information technology environ-
ment,” according to the staff report. 

GlassBox Technologies was tasked to 
prioritize hardware and software 
upgrades, “placing an emphasis on 
immediate critical operational and secu-
rity needs.” 

The City will conduct an information 
technology strategic planning effort, 
which will identify necessary staffing, 
equipment and software needs, as well 
as the funding necessary for proper 
implementation.

Agenda Forecast: The next Fullerton City Council meeting is 
Tuesday, February 4 at 6:30pm at Fullerton City Hall. Agenda items include: 
Committee rules of procedure review, Bushala Bros, Inc lease at Fullerton 
Transportation Center, Update to Flood Zone development, 2020 fireworks sales, 
and proposed development on Bastanchury (Brandywine project). See page 5 for 
more information.

The council chambers were full with speakers and supporters of the new homeless facility.
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Owner vs. Tenant Conflict Downtown

 The staff report to the Planning 
Commission for the January 8 hearing 
indicates that  the city attorney advised 
that the terminology was legally accept-
able, based on a 1983 case wherein the 
property owner had died.  “...there is no 
express definition of the term ‘legal 
owner of property’ in the city’s munici-
pal code,” the city attorney 
advised the staff.  However, 
the Fullerton Municipal 
Code Section 15.70.020(A) 
states,  “An application for a 
CUP shall be filed only by, 
or with written authorization 
from, the legal owner of the 
property,” 

The staff report stated that 
“On December 23, 2019, the 
City sent a Public Hearing 
Notice to a total of 150 prop-
erty owners and site 
addresses within a 300 foot 
radius of the project site.” 

The staff report identifies the property 
owner as Mario Marovic, who said he 
had not received notice of the hearing 
but learned of it only by seeing a notice 
posted on the Florentine window.   

Marovic said he  contacted the associ-
ate planner in charge of the project, 
Christine Hernandez, who responded by 
email that she had not noticed the alter-
ation of the CUP application form.   

Commission chair Christopher 
Gaarder asked, “Mr. Florentine, based 
on the letter from your attorney, it seems 
you acknowledge that you altered the 
city form...you did submit it.”  
Florentine said, “Of course I did, but 
with an explanation, and with guidance 
from staff.” 

 Commissioner Douglas Cox asked 
Florentine why he didn’t  just get the 
owner to sign.  Florentine  said he had 
asked several times and the answer was 

always no.  He said he changed the CUP 
after research turned up a court case in 
which the owner did not sign a CUP 
application. 

 Cox said, “So you are saying that case 
law allows you to adulterate  a munici-
pal document, a legal form?”  

“Did you hear me say that?”  
Florentine answered. 

 Neither approving nor 
denying, the planning com-
mission dismissed 
Florentine’s application for a 
CUP for his four establish-
ments at the corner of Harbor 
Boulevard and 
Commonwealth Avenue at 
the conclusion of the hearing 
January 8.  City planning 
staff had recommended 
approval.  

  The Florentine CUP appli-
cation was made pursuant to 
city efforts to bring all such 

establishments into compliance with 
new downtown regulations adopted by 
the city council in April of 2019.  The 
new rules, it was said upon their adop-
tion,  are the “reset restaurant regula-
tions,” part of the “Downtown Game 
Plan.”  Public safety, successful busi-
nesses, attractive public/private spaces 
and a positive reputation and perception 
is what the city development department 
proposes to accomplish with the game 
plan. 

 The 2019 changes include new and 
amended definitions regarding types of 
uses and activities relating to entertain-
ment and on-site alcohol sales, changes 
to permitted uses in various zones, and 
amendments to the Administrative 
Restaurant Use Permit (ARUP), the old 
permit having had 50 points and condi-
tions, while the new one has 13. 

 No restaurant or bar pays a fee in 

applying to be covered by the new rules. 
The estimated loss of revenue to the city 
is between $40,000 and $80,000.  The 
usual fee is $3,000 and $1,200 for an 
ARUP. 

Bourbon Street and The Continental 
Room on January 22 were the latest 
enterprises to receive approval from the 
planning commission for their CUPs 
with a list of conditions, 19 for The 
Continental, and 17 for Bourbon Street.  

The CUP granted to The Continental 
Room includes  permission to install a 
kitchen, but only upon clearing a code 
enforcement case which was opened in 
2011, according to the development 
department staff, in regard to “unpermit-
ted construction within the tenant 
space.”  When the kitchen is opened, 
patrons will be able to purchase food and 
alcohol from 6am until 2am. 

 Downtown Fullerton has 62 Alcohol 
and Beverage Control (ABC) licenses, 
including 55 restaurant licenses, of 

which 22 are beer and wine and 33 are 
full bar. Four licenses are for public 
premise bars, two being full bar and two, 
beer and wine.  There are three specialty 
licenses–the movie theater, a beer-only 
for consumption on or off premises, and 
a brewery. 

Thirty-five of the 62 locations close at 
or before midnight. Twenty-two of the 
locations open after midnight provide 
entertainment.  Entertainment is defined 
as dancing, live music by three or more 
persons, a disc jockey playing music, a 
stand-up comedian, or any other similar 
activity involving amplified or repro-
duced music. Other changes include new 
definitions of ambient music, nightclub 
entertainment, minor outdoor acoustical 
music, and entertainment. All businesses 
providing entertainment have to obtain a 
permit from the police department.  
Entertainment permits must be renewed 
each year, but CUPs continue, as they 
are attached to the premises.

Council to Vote on  
Bastanchury Development

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831. 
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092 

www.paulnelsondental.com

In an effort to keep their teeth clean 
and white, some people exert excessive 
pressure on their toothbrushes and/or 
use overly abrasive toothpastes and 
powders. This does more harm than 
good. The fact is that plaque (sticky 
bacterial film) is soft enough that min-
imal pressure on the brush, along with 
the detergents and mild abrasives in 
most toothpastes are all that is needed 
to remove it. Brushing harder does not 

by Jesse La Tour 
 
Fullerton City Council will vote on a 

proposed 33-unit residential condomini-
um development on a 2.4-acre site on 
Bastanchury Road near Puente at its 
February 4 meeting. 

The property, which was sold to 
Brandywine Homes by the Fullerton 
Library Foundation, has a unique histo-
ry, as explained by Foundation Board 
President Elizabeth Oates: 

“In 1996, through community dona-
tions, the Fullerton Public Library 
Foundation purchased the Bastanchury 
Property with the intent that it be used as 
a future branch library site.  In 1999, the 
Foundation deeded the property to the 
City of Fullerton with the proviso that 
the property be used for public library 
purposes. 

In the intervening years, the City of 
Fullerton made it clear that ongoing 
budget constraints would preclude the 
building and operation of another fully 
staffed branch library.   

In 2018, the city offered the land back 
to the Library Foundation to sell in order 
to benefit the library.  All proceeds from 
this sale become part of the 
Foundation’s Investment Fund that is 
professionally managed and audited.   

Every year the Foundation provides 
the library with an amount equal to 5% 
of the average balance of the Investment 
Fund over the previous twelve quarters.  
In this way the library is able to fund 

enhancements to the library and library 
services and programs that are not cov-
ered by the City’s General Fund.” 

Some property owners in the adjacent 
President Homes community have 
expressed concerns over noise, traffic, 
and safety issues on the busy 
Bastanchury Rd. that the Brandywine 
development would cause. 

In a letter to the editor (printed on 
page 17), local resident Janet Kiefer 
writes, “Neighbors are requesting: the 
number of condos be reduced from 33 to 
20 or less, the lack of proposed parking 
within the development be increased, 
the development be set back further 
from the street, and the impact of traffic 
on Bastanchury and Beechwood 
Elementary be addressed.” 

Regarding density, Oates explained, 
“We received several offers with vary-
ing conditions, including density.  We 
did not consider the most lucrative offer 
with the highest density nor did we con-
sider the easiest offer in which we would 
not know the developer’s intent.  We 
believe we chose the all-around best 
offer.” 

Another neighbor told the Observer 
that the sound decibels caused by 
increased traffic requires mitigation 
(such as sound walls), and that adding a 
third lane to Bastanchury will make the 
intersection of Puente and Bastanchury 
even more dangerous than it already is. 

These issues will likely be discussed 
at the Feb. 4 meeting. 

Some anonymous flyers have circulat-
ed in the neighborhood and on 
Nextdoor.com alleging that the Library 
Foundation Board members have con-
flicts of interest regarding this project. 

In response to these allegations, Oates 
replied that “no board member will ben-
efit from the sale of this property either 
professionally or personally.” 

Oates further explained the structure 
and purpose of the Library Foundation 
Board.  

“The mission of the Fullerton Public 
Library Foundation is to enrich the qual-
ity of life of the people of Fullerton by 
raising funds for the enhancement of the 
library.   

The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization governed by a board 
of community volunteers.   Also repre-
sented on the board is the current 
President of the Library Board of 
Trustees, two alternating members of 
the Friends of the Library, and as a non-

voting member our current Library 
Director.  

The Foundation’s annual operating 
expenses, which include one part-time 
administration aide, are paid through 
community donations and fund raising 
events.  

According to Oates, the past three 
year donations from the Foundation’s 
investment fund have been:  $33,279, 
$37,731, and $38,484.   These funds 
have most recently paid for the replace-
ment of the library’s self-check kiosks 
and new security gates and the purchase 
of four early-leaning computers for the 
Children’s Library.   

“The sale of the Bastanchury property 
will greatly increase the Foundation’s 
resources providing even more support 
to our library’s efforts in improving and 
creating programs and programming 
spaces at the Main Library as well as 
outreaching with library services 
through our city,” Oates stated.

 
The issue 

stems from  
a conflict 

between the 
property  
owner and 

the business 
owner.

Continued from frontpage

EASY DOES IT help  achieve a deeper clean, may  
cause sensitive gum tissue to recede, 
and can even erode tooth enamel. 
Proper brushing merely requires 
holding a soft-bristled at a 45-degree 
angle to the gum-line and using short, 
gentle strokes to clean one section of 
teeth at a time. 

If you notice that you are brushing 
your teeth too hard, try moving the 
brush in a small, circular motion, 
rather than brushing back and forth. 
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HOMELESS, NOT HOPELESS

The recent actions by our City Council 
mean Fullerton will open a 150-bed 
recuperative center near our airport this 
coming Spring that will provide shelter, 
medical recuperative care, and housing 
placement, especially to those with med-
ical conditions, seniors, and families 
with children.  We have a 200-bed 
armory that is used as an overnight 
Winter shelter and an authorized 
overnight parking area near the railroad 
tracks near City Hall that provides 
portable restrooms as well. This seems 
like a good time for some one-on-one 
research in our Downtown. I headed 
there with friend Eric who expressed 
concern regarding his share of “subsi-
dizing” the homeless and how he felt 
that could lead to more homelessness.   

To clarify, the new center is funded 

mostly from private and county sources, 
and Fullerton will contribute $500,000 
in housing funds that will be repaid by 
the State.  The non-profit Illumination 
Foundation will operate the facility. The 
related article on page 7  is full of statis-
tics and other valuable information,  and 
you can find out more about the 
Foundation at www.ifhomeless.org.   

 Getting to know some of our home-
less—our share of the estimated 1500 
plus unsheltered homeless in Fullerton, 
Anaheim, Orange, Villa Park, Los 
Alamitos, Cypress, Stanton, La Palma, 
Buena Park, Placentia, Brea, and La 
Habra revealed a number of issues that 
hit home.  Orange County has about 
4,000 people who are “un-housed.” 
Perhaps, over time, together we can 
unearth stories of many of them. 

Good Souls

Beverly Cherise

Such a small sample does not provide 
a conclusive survey, yet, it seemed a 
worthwhile first step. We approached 
Valerie and Joe who were relaxing near 
the Santa Fe Parking structure and 
offered a new pair of socks, water, 
snacks, a toothbrush and toothpaste, an 
apple, and a shirt if they wanted one, in 
exchange for giving us their feelings on 
a few things. We used the same method 
for others, who were for the most part 
receptive and cooperative.  

Valerie and Joe have been together, 
homeless, for 8 years. She is waiting for 
approval for Section 8 housing assis-
tance, and the shy Joe told us he would 
like to work again but has not had any 
luck.  I had seen them a few times down-
town but made sure I gave them a wide 
berth as I walked along. I can’t say why. 
That’s just the way it is, always in a 
hurry, avoiding contact. 

We then crossed the bridge across 
Harbor and found Beverly sitting just 
inside the entrance to the parking struc-
ture on Pomona and Santa Fe. She was 
not well, a frail woman whose walker 
was stashed nearby as she sat on a step 

and told us her unemployment had run 
out. She was at first reluctant to talk but 
her eyes lit up when she saw the bag of 
goodies, and later, was very happy she 
was given some food money. Of all the 
people we met, she seemed like the only 
one who was really ‘out there’ and we 
felt there may not be much hope for her.  

Soon after we met Beverly, Cherise, 
who was just a few feet away, came over 
and said “We’re not rotten people, some 
of us just don’t have resources.” She was 
looking out for Beverly and others, mak-
ing sure we knew they help each other, 
and that the homeless in the area share 
what they have. Her story is one of 
domestic violence, and she is looking 
for “A Christian based home,” but her 
ID was stolen so at the moment she can-
not get a phone, and has no money for a 
P.O. Box. Her eyes were piercing, and 
appeared full of life, but in fact her life 
itself would be empty without the 
chance to stand up for those even less 
fortunate than she. That is all she has. It 
is not enough, not here, in this age, in 
this country, in this town.  

Valerie and Joe

Fear and Loathing

Randall was waiting for a bus, telling 
us he needed to get away because he had 
some money and was afraid someone 
might take it. His leg was badly infected 
and he said when he knocked on his sis-
ter’s door to seek help, she would not 
answer. He has other relatives but “does 
not want to be a burden.” Randall is 
hoping that he gets some Social Security 
next year when he turns 62. He wants to 
work but his leg is in very bad condi-
tion. He waved goodbye as his bus 
arrived, headed to parts unknown. 

We walked north on Pomona, then 
made a left on Wilshire where we found 
a security guard in the alley who did not 
want to give his name, which of course 
was an option we gave everyone we 
talked to, yet all of the others wanted us 
to know their names and all but one 
wanted us to take their photo. The guard 
said he tells people to leave if they are 
doing drugs and that for some, their 
Social Security or disability payments 
help them with their homeless lifestyle. 
He also mentioned that others have 
managed to escape homelessness, but 
they are the exceptions.  

K.K. just returned from rehab. The 
security guard knew her and said it was 
physical re-hab. She has a bad ankle and 
said the area near Chapman and Harbor 
needs a porta-potty and that she “is no 

different from anyone else.”  She can’t 
walk or stand for long, and says she 
“does not want to be here,” yet has an 
issue with shelters because “they just 
take the insurance money and don’t help 
anyone.”  

A clerk at the train station told us the 
homeless have figured out on their own 
that they can get on the train at Union 
Station and since the first stop is 
Fullerton, that is where they will be 
removed for not having a ticket. Some 
do buy a ticket and end up here, appar-
ently searching for a better place than 
Downtown LA.  

Finally, we met a very informed and 
opinionated man who at first did not 
want to give us his name, but soon told 
us it was Philip, and he said the guy who 
was worried about losing his money was 
wrong; “There are no criminals here.” 
He quoted many statistics, names, cir-
cumstances and experiences but did not 
want a photo of himself and his dog to 
be taken. He really loosened up after a 
bit and I told him I would say hi the next 
time I saw him, then we shook hands. 
That seemed to mean a lot to him. Most 
treat the homeless like they are less than 
human, or invisible, as most seem to 
look the other way and avoid any con-
tact, a universal feeling by the homeless 
people we spoke with.  

Conclusions/Humans of Fullerton

Again, this is far too small of a sample, but both Eric and I felt a connection with 
everyone we met, and they all were a bit emotional when we offered a bit of help. 
None asked for money but Eric did give them some as we left. We told them we 
would be back when we knew the recuperative center was open, but we’ll be back 
before then for sure. Our eyes were opened.   

Hope/Postscript
Later that same day, I spotted Beverly as I was waiting in the checkout line at 

Ralphs on Harbor, which is .9 of a mile from where we first made contact.  She was 
slowly and deliberately pushing her walker, hunched over, passing by busy grocery 
baggers and shoppers who gave her neither a nod or a wink. Somehow, as I left, I 
could not find her. She seemed to become even more invisible and vanished from 
sight. I later realized it could take her an hour or even more to get back to her ‘home’ 
at the parking structure.   

Persons Who Died Without Fixed Abode  
During the Month of December 2019  

(source: OC Coroner’s Office)
Precelano Mendez died Dec 4 in Westminster 

Hector Rodriguez Gonzalez died Dec 4 in Santa Ana 
Michael Monteer died Dec 6 in Tustin 

Gregory McCabe died Dec 9 in Mission Viejo 
Guy Birdwell died Dec 14 in Garden Grove 

Robert Swearingin died Dec 14 in Westminster 
Lynn Barton died Dec 15 in La Habra 
Robert Burke died Dec 16 in Anaheim 

Joey Macias died Dec 18 in Orange 
Arlene Sanchez died Dec 18 in Fountain Valley 

David Bruce died Dec 19 in Los Alamitos 
Jada Hoover died Dec 21 in Garden Grove 

Kathleen Sosa died Dec 22 in Cypress 
Jose Hernandez Callejas died Dec 24 in Santa Ana 

Roger Smith died Dec 26 in Anaheim 
William Womack died Dec 26 in Anaheim 

Thomas Livingstone died Dec 27 in Costa Mesa 
Louis Nefos died Dec 27 in Santa Ana 
Yvette Avina died Dec 27 in Santa Ana 

David Jaracuaro Arroyo died Dec 27 in Garden Grove 
Johann Davis died Dec 28 in Anaheim 
Glenn Senteno died Dec 29 in Anaheim 

Beth David died Dec 30 in Anaheim
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HOMELESS CRISIS HAS MANY  
FACES IN FULLERTON by Rusty Kennedy

Fullerton is suffering a housing crisis 
where our teachers, police officers, 
retail workers and many others are not 
able to afford housing close to where 
they work, and more of our vulnerable 
populations are finding themselves 
homeless.  Our population is aging and 
will be comprised of fewer working 
aged families and more retired seniors. 

Fullerton is suffering a health crisis 
with a growing number of opioid addict-
ed residents ending up on the streets, 
homeless. 

Fullerton is suffering an economic cri-
sis as more and more of the jobs in our 
region do not pay enough money for a 
family to afford housing, so commute 
times get longer, and more find them-
selves homeless. 

 

The Hammer Comes Down 
on NIMBYism 

 
The ACLU brought suit against the 

County of Orange for enforcing anti-
camping and other ordinances targeting 
the homeless for removal, and won. 

Federal Judge David Carter took the 
unusual action of bringing together the 
cities and county to pressure them to 
come up with solutions.  The settlement 
agreement to this suit was joined by a 
number of additional cities, such as 
Fullerton, who were genuinely interest-
ed in humanely addressing this 
intractable problem. 

Essentially, the judge forced the 
County of Orange to find or provide 
shelter for every homeless person 
removed from the Santa Ana Riverbed.  
He further required all cities to provide 
shelter to most of the identified home-
less individuals before enforcing any 
anti-camping or like ordinances. 

On December 4 the City of Fullerton 
in partnership with Illumination 
Foundation moved all homeless individ-
uals who had been camping along 
Gilbert by Valencia into short-term shel-
ters. 

 

Fullerton and the  
North SPA 

 
The County facilitated the organiza-

tion of Orange County into 3 Special 
Planning Areas (SPA’s) and these 
became the collaborative planning areas 
for the provision of shelter, services, and 
housing.  The North SPA and Fullerton 
have been leading the County in 
addressing homelessness. 

The North SPA includes:  Anaheim, 
Orange, Villa Park, Los Alamitos, 
Cypress, Stanton, La Palma, Buena 
Park, Fullerton, Placentia, Yorba Linda, 
Brea, and La Habra. 

Together the cities of the North SPA 
funded the Bridges at Kraemer 
Comprehensive Shelter which is open 
now, and are supporting 
Shelter/Navigation Centers in Buena 
Park and Placentia scheduled to open in 
Feb and May.  Fullerton is also moving 
forward on a Shelter/Navigation Center 
that will include Recuperative care in 
partnership with Illumination 
Foundation. 

 

Fullerton Homeless  
Plan Committee 

 
The City of Fullerton appointed a 

homeless planning committee com-
prised of diverse faith community repre-
sentatives, business people, St. Jude 
Hospital leadership, non-profit shelter 

and service providers, residents interest-
ed in homeless issues, as well as, 
Fullerton College and CSU Fullerton 
representatives.  Staff support was pro-
vided by City Homeless Care 
Coordinator, Briana Stickney.  

I was honored to chair this committee 
and we have met every other Tuesday 
since August, learning from each other 
and bringing in key informed sources to 
share their insights, including Rebecca 
Leifkes, Housing and Homeless 
Resources Manager, Police Chief 
Robert Dunn, Affordable Housing 
Expert Cesar Covarrubias, OC 
Homeless Care Coordinator Susan 
Price, and City Manager Ken Domer.  
Each meeting was attended by members 
of the public who also participated in 
our deliberations, including residents, 
clergy, educators, advocates, homeless 
individuals, business people, and serv-
ice providers. 

 
What We Learned 

  
Our study, hearings, discussions and 

deliberations led us to an understanding 
that solving the homeless problem is 
politically difficult and expensive.  But  
not taking action is even more expen-
sive, considering the political and legal 
backlash, as well as the growing human 
cost. 

United Way Cost Benefit Analysis 
reported the annual cost of homeless-
ness in OC to be about $300,000,000 
between City/County, hospitals and 
Housing Agencies. 

Point In Time Count recorded in the 
North SPA: 

•1,596 Unsheltered Homeless 
•1,169 Sheltered Homeless 
Total homeless in North SPA = 2,765 
Police Chief Dunn told us that we 

could not arrest our way out of home-
lessness.  The court has been clear in 
protecting the rights of homeless indi-
viduals. Being on the street is not a 
crime, camping on public space is not a 
crime, and even drugs and other minor 
crimes are now only enforced with cit-
ing and releasing. 

Building emergency shelters alone 
would not solve the problem.  Our shel-
ters are short-term solutions for folks 
experiencing homelessness. But after 
the initial 90 or 120 days, they have to 
find permanent housing, or most will be 
back out on the street. 

64% of Orange County Jobs do not 
pay enough to afford rent on a 1-bed-
room apartment. 

Unfortunately, our City Councils have 

not been building housing for all our res-
idents.  While we build plenty of high-
income housing, we build little housing 
affordable to our growing population of 
low wage workers:  retail, e-commerce, 
service, hospitality, even teachers, 
police, and clergy. Our children have a 
difficult time finding housing they can 
afford in and around Fullerton. 

CityNet conducted a 2018 Survey of 
Homeless Individuals and found: 

•Half  over 50 years old, seniors 
•45%  white, 28% Latino, 12%  
African American 
•78%  Male 
•66% NO income, 26% less than  
$12,000/year 
•70% some health insurance 
•48% Permanently Disabled 
•46% reported mental illness 
•41% reported struggles with  
addiction 
Lack of affordable housing causes 

longer commutes which leads to more 
smog, children are left without adequate 
supervision, workers experiencing more 
absenteeism, and an overall decline in 
productivity. 

Many homeless individuals are newly 
homeless, pointing to the need to pre-
vent loss of homes.  Rental assistance, 
emergency aid, and rent stabilization for 
mobile home parks are needed. 

Outreach and assistance can identify 
some who can quickly be rehoused, pre-
venting a cycle of homelessness from 
setting in.  Safe Parking for those living 
in their cars can help get some folks 
back on their feet and into housing. 

Permanent supportive housing is criti-
cal and good for the communities where 
it is developed.  Yet when we try to build 
it, we have the irrational fears of neigh-
bors rising up and shooting down proj-
ects.   

Take a look at A Community of 
Friends units at Orangethorpe and 
Raymond to see how nice these units 

can actually be.  With the supportive ele-
ment, many individuals living with men-
tal illness can get their lives back on 
track and become productive members 
of our community. 

United Way cost benefit analysis 
reported that: 

•Permanent Supportive Housing cost 
$51,567/person vs. homeless on the 
street cost $100,759/person. 

Very-Low Income Housing is essen-
tial.  We have folks working full time at 
minimum wage who cannot afford to 
rent an apartment and feed their fami-
lies.   

•Renters need to earn 3.6 times the 
state minimum wage to afford the aver-
age monthly rent of $2,225. 

•Lowest income renters spend a medi-
an of 78% of their income on rent. 

We also have folks who are perma-
nently disabled who will always need 
rent subsidies to survive, and we should 
provide our share of that housing as 
well. 

Regional Housing Needs Assessment 
is a statewide analysis of the housing 
needs of each community based on jobs, 
birthrate etc.  It is composed by the 
Southern California Association of 
Governments. 

Fullerton’s housing need over the 
next decade:  2,973 units of Extremely 
Low Income (30% of median income), 
Very Low Income (50% of the median 
income), and Low Income (80% of 
median income) housing. 

 
Conclusion 

 
When did it become acceptable for our 

senior citizens, who have worked their 
entire lives….to live on the streets? 

When did we agree that our commit-
ment to Veterans whose PTSD and other 
injuries resulted in their return to our 
community as addicts...has ended? 

How long will we sit idly by and elect 
folks to office who appeal to our fears, 
and encourage us to turn our backs on 
those in need? 

Our current City Council has been 
doing a good job in addressing this trou-
bling issue, but there is a long road 
ahead and we all need to get behind our 
City’s efforts to create a future for our 
town. 

 
Rusty Kennedy is the Chair of the 

Fullerton Homeless Plan Committee, 
charged by the City to develop a com-
prehensive plan to address homeless-
ness on a collective impact basis in 
August 2019.  He previously served as 
the Chair of the Fullerton Mentally Ill 
Homeless Task Force, after the death of 
Kelly Thomas.  Kennedy is the Founder 
and retired CEO of OC Human 
Relations, a non-profit organization.  He 
is a lifelong resident of Fullerton and 
one of the founders of the Fullerton 
Observer community newspaper. 

At left is Randall, Above is KK.  
Photos by Mike Ritto
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OC Board of Education 
Candidates by Vivien Moreno

The March 3 Presidential Primary bal-
lot includes several local non-partisan 
elections. One of the most interesting 
races is the Orange County Department 
of Education (OCDE) Board of Trustees 
which will have 3 of the 5 trustee seats 
up for election. Fullerton falls under 
District 4, currently held by Jack Bedell, 
who is retiring after serving for 15 years 
due to his inability to find common 
ground with the current 
trustees and disagreeing 
with how the other trustees 
currently conduct OCDE 
Board business. The Orange 
County Department of 
Education supports the fis-
cal, legal, educational, and 
acute special education 
needs for the 28 local school 
districts in Orange County 
along with other responsi-
bilities.  

The OCDE Board of 
Trustees is a state-mandated, locally-
elected board of 5 trustees who approve 
the budget for the OCDE. This board 
also serves as an appellate board for stu-
dent expulsions, student inter-district 
transfers, and for charter schools denied 
by local school districts. Unlike local 
school district boards, they do not have 
the power to fire the superintendent of 
OCDE, which explains the current 
budget and ideological issues that the 
Trustees and Superintendent Dr. Al 
Mijares, are currently deliberating. 

Recent state education laws give local 
school districts more control over new 
charter school creation and demand 
charter school transparency to the local 
community stakeholders. The current 
OCDE Trustees seem to be trying to 
reinterpret their responsibilities and 
their authority without a great deal of 
success so far. The trustees recently filed 
and so far, lost, several expensive legal 

cases concerning their finan-
cial oversight and authority 
over state education laws 
against the OCDE 
Superintendent Dr. Mijares 
and State Superintendent 
Tony Thurmond that could 
end up costing local taxpay-
ers over $1 million dollars in 
legal fees.  

The County Department of 
Education Boards have a 
unique position in the state, 
but they do not have the 

power to determine class size, or local 
curriculum that contradict state educa-
tion laws, including the Healthy Youth 
Act or the Common Core State 
Standards.  

There are four candidates currently 
running to fill the District 4 seat. District 
4 includes Fullerton, Buena Park and La 
Habra and parts of Anaheim. I requested 
comments from each of the candidates 
to name the most pressing issues in edu-
cation today. Here are their replies.

Jordan Brandman
Jordan Brandman served on the 

Anaheim City Council 2012-2016 and 
2018-present.  He served on the 
Anaheim Public Utilities Board, and 
was on the Anaheim Union High School 
District Board of Trustees 2008-2012. 
He identifies as a local businessman and 
an education advocate. As a member of 
the Anaheim City Council, 
he advocates for local city 
funding for public schools. 
However, education fund-
ing mainly comes directly 
from the state, leaving 
local city governments lit-
tle voice or control over 
school funding or how 
school districts spend their 
money. In his candidate 
statement, Mr. Brandman 
promotes fiscal responsi-
bility, expanded Career 
Technology Education, 
smaller class sizes, and 
student-centered issues. The OCDE 
Board has little control over class size or 
programs that local school districts pro-
vide, as those issues are determined at 
the local level through the LCAP (Local 
Control Accountability Plan). Mr. 
Brandman is endorsed by retiring 
trustee Jack Bedell. 

 

Here is Jordan Brandman’s statement:  
 “For too long, the current board 

majority of the Orange County Board of 
Education has prioritized ideological 
score-keeping over the Department’s 
core mission, leaving our students to 
suffer. Our students, families, and tax-
payers deserve better. That's why I've 

decided to run for the 
OCBE in District 4. We 
must demand that the 
Department of Education 
act  responsibly and adopt 
a budget so critical servic-
es are maintained and our 
most vulnerable students 
receive the support they 
require. It’s time to 
restore trust among par-
ents, students, and tax-
payers and return the 
Orange County 
Department of Education 
to its true stakeholders, 

our residents.” 
Total campaign contributions as of 

1/31: $68,300 (includes $65,000 loan to 
self with $1,000 from United Material 
Handling, $2,000 from UA Plumbers & 
Steamfitters Local Union 582 PAC; and 
$150 each from Chris Lowe of CAL 
Pacific Partners and Jamison Power of 
Hyundai Motor America). 

Dr. Vicki Calhoun
Dr. Vicki Calhoun is a lifelong 

Fullerton resident and a counselor for 
at-risk youth. She attended Fullerton 
public schools and went on to earn an 
MA in Education from Loyola 
Marymount. She has 
served on the 
Fullerton Library 
Oversight Committee, 
working to find alter-
native uses for the 
Hunt Branch Library 
property and as a vol-
unteer with Catholic 
Charities and 
Crittenton Family 
Services. She ran 
unsuccessfully for a 
council seat in 2018. 
Dr. Calhoun’s reply to Orange County’s 
education issues: 

“If you can't read, you can't do math. 
We need reading programs and class-
room tutors for all grades K-12. We 

need Career Tech Education for high 
school students to acquire vocational 
skills, valuable tools for success in life. 

I counsel at-risk youth whose educa-
tion is overseen by the O.C Board of 

Education. I also help 
students’ transition from 
high school to communi-
ty college. I know what 
it takes for students to 
succeed.  

 I had a great educa-
tion attending Fullerton 
public schools. All stu-
dents should have the 
same opportunity. I will 
protect local public-
school funding to ensure 
they do.” 

Vicki Calhoun had no campaign 
finance filings as of 1/31. (Candidates 
who raise or spend $1,000 or less are 
not required to file disclosures.) 

Paulette Chaffee

Paulette Chaffee is a resident of 
Fullerton, a lawyer and community vol-
unteer, who is married to OC Supervisor 
Doug Chaffee. She is 
standing on a safety 
platform concerning 
Orange County 
schools. She is unfor-
tunately well-known 
in Fullerton due to her 
2018 aborted City 
Council run that 
abruptly ended when 
she was recorded tak-
ing down opposing 
election signs. After 
pleading guilty to the 
misdemeanor, she 
served community service to have the 
charges dropped. 

Her reply to Orange County education 
issues: 

“As an educator with a Lifetime 
Teaching Credential I have a deep 

appreciation for focusing on the follow-
ing areas: 

• Standing up for students, parents, 
teachers, and staff 

• Focusing the budget on 
student and classroom 
resources 

• Supporting local deci-
sion-making at neighbor-
hood schools 

• Supporting and advo-
cating for public schools 

• Prioritizing school safe-
ty, anti-bullying, and anti-
vaping policies 

 I also have my Speech 
Therapy credential and 
have worked in public 

school classrooms. In addition, I am a 
licensed attorney and will bring all these 
skills to this position, which will be a 
full-time job for me.” 

Total campaign contributions as of 
1/31: $390,000 (all in loans to self). 

Tim Shaw
Tim Shaw currently serves on the La 

Habra City Council and has served on 
the OC Sanitation and Transportation 
boards. His focus is on private/public 
partnerships. He has an MA in American 
Government. He  ran unsuccessfully for 
OC Supervisor in 2018. 

He emphasizes school 
choice, which to many is 
an alternative expression 
for charter school 
growth. He is endorsed 
by current OCDE 
Boardmembers Mari 
Barke, Ken Williams, 
and Lisa Sparks who 
stand firmly behind 
expanding charter 
schools. He is also 
endorsed by current 
FJUHSD Trustee 
Chester Jeng. 

Tim Shaw’s reply: 
“I am running for the Orange County 

Board of Education for the empower-
ment of students, parents and teachers. 
Every parent and student deserves a 
choice when it comes to their education. 
Transferring to another school shouldn’t 
just be an opportunity awarded to rich 
families. The Department needs to be 
more transparent and accepting of how 
students are educated. As a parent, I 

should have a right to know what our 
kids are being taught. 

Right now, the Department is overly 
politicized. The Department's political 
budget should be cut  because it has 
nothing to do with education. My goal is 
to refocus the Orange County 

Department of Education 
on the only thing that 
matters: the educating of 
Orange County’s youth. 

Total campaign contri-
butions as of 1/31: 
$99,409 (Includes Parent 
Union PAC ($6,979 Slate 
mailing  payment), 
Fieldstead and Company 
($3,500), John M. W. 
Moorlach State Senator 
($200), Mark W. Bucher 
($25,000 loan), ATLAS 
PAC ($5,000),  The 
Family Action PAC 

($37,500), Lincoln Club of Orange 
County State PAC ($14,289), CJ 
Segerstrom & Sons ($1,000), his city 
council campaign ($4,000), Ryder Smith 
of Tripepi Smith and Associates ($500), 
$3,967 from California Action, and 
$399 in donations of $100 or less. 

For more information on candidates, 
financial disclosures and everything 
about voting visit www.ocvote.com.

 
District 4 
includes 

Fullerton, 
Buena Park 

and La Habra 
and parts of 
Anaheim.
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 “Love is our true destiny. We do not 
find the meaning of life by ourselves 
alone—we find it with another” 
(Thomas Merton). The month of love is 
here and so is its iconic tradition, 
Valentine’s Day.  As teenagers, we may 
be dreaming of one day spending this 
day with a special someone. 

In my opinion, though, Valentine’s 
Day has a bigger purpose 
than just a celebration of 
romance between lovers. 
It is when even though 
you’ve had a stressful 
time at  work, or a bad day 
at school, you still choose 
to be on your best behav-
ior to those around you. 
You choose to carry that 
weight quietly because 
you know your loved ones 
don’t deserve any out-
burst of temper.   When 
your loved ones feel your 
affection  through your 
good  behavior, kind 
words and thoughtful gestures, despite 
your hardship, they come to understand  
true love.   

 Love is something that we can also 
give to everyone.  An act of kindness to 
those around us or the people in our 
community is an expression of love.  
Valentine’s Day is a great opportunity 
to celebrate and express love in differ-

ent ways to those 
who may need it.  
If you know some-
one who has a rain cloud over their 
head, you can cheer them up by com-
plimenting something that is  good 
about them.   You may give a little card 
or a small treat to show that you care.  
You can also visit your local homeless 

shelter or animal shelter 
and donate or volun-
teer. 

If you are spending 
Valentine’s Day with 
family, go out on a  
lovely “family date.”  
Family is the one thing 
that matters most in our 
lives.  If you are cele-
brating with friends, it 
can be as simple as 
playing a board game 
or  baking treats, but 
what makes the day 
special is when you all 
know that you genuine-

ly care for  each other. 
I guess our experience of loving our 

families, friends, and  our  community  
before having a boyfriend or girlfriend 
will make us better prepared for our 
future relationships.  By then, we 
would have known that life is more 
meaningful  when it is lived not for 
ourselves but for the other person.

Feb 4 is World Cancer Day

 Cancer is  the second most common 
cause of death in the US. This year, an 
estimated 1.8 million new cases of can-
cer and 606,520 deaths are projected to 
occur (Reuters.com/8Jan2020).  You can 
help those in need and those who need 
more awareness on this issue by partici-
pating in  World Cancer Day celebration 
on February 4.  This national holiday 
was created by the Union for 
International Cancer to help spread 
awareness about the prevention, detec-
tion, and treatment of cancer. You can 
help this movement spread by joining 
several campaigns on social media, 

donating money, volunteering, and 
much more. You can even help with the 
simple acts of staying healthy and reach-
ing out to your loved ones. If you want 
to learn more about World Cancer Day, 
visit the official site at 

www.worldcancerday.org. 
 
Sources:  
 
https://www.worldcancerday.org/ 
https://www.cancer.org/research/can-

cer-facts-statistics/all-cancer-facts-fig-
ures/cancer-facts-figures-2020.html 

Looking for Love  
This Valentine’s Day?

WHAT’S TRENDING  
by Irene, 8th grade

FEATURED PET 
by Katie, 8th Grade

Got $14? Bring Snowy Home! 
February is Bunny Adoption 
Month at OC Animal Care

Snowy is a white short-haired 
female bunny who loves to hop 
around and play. She is looking for 
a home with lots of toys and even 
more hay. When she is really excit-
ed, she likes to binky, which is a 
common behavior with rabbits to 
express happiness and comfort by 
jumping and then twisting in the 
air before landing.  

The OC Animal Care Center has 
recently taken in over 300 rabbits 
from a  Fullerton home. They are 
looking for people to come and 
adopt these adorable pets. To pro-
mote this, OC Animal Care is 
holding a $14 bunny adoption 
event, which lasts until the end of 
February.  I even adopted a bunny 
to support their cause. In addition, 
on February 1 from 11am to 3pm, 
the shelter is holding a Pop-Up 

TRIVIA By Genevieve, 8th Grade

Now that January is over, here are a few 
interesting facts about February.  

 
1. February will have an extra day this year, because of leap year.  
However, each year is actually 365.25 days long. That’s why leap year  
hap pens every 4 years, since 4 of those extra quarter-days add up to  
another day.  
 
2. On February 29, 1752, Benjamin Franklin discovered that lightning  
is electricity.  
 
3. February was one of the last months added to the calendar, along with  
January. Originally, it was going to be the last month of the year.  
 
4. Ironically, February is both National Children’s Dental Health Month  
and Chocolate Lovers Month.  
 
Source: 
•www.almanac.com/content/month-february-holidays-fun-facts-folklore

 Good Will and Heroism in the 
Midst of Tragedy 

NATIONAL REMEMBRANCE  
by Alexandria, 9th grade

 
 

"Life is more 
meaningful  

when it is  
lived not for  
ourselves,  
but for the  

other person."

TEEN OBSERVER 
by Francine

SWIM LESSONS
THE AUSTRALIAN

SWIM SCHOOL OFFERS:

•Year round indoor pools 
• OPEN 7 DAYS

• 3 months to adult 
• Baby-Preschool specialist
SAVING LIVES SINCE 1977

(855) SWIM2DAY 

AUSTRALIAN SWIM SCHOOL
(inside Meridian Health Club)

1535 Deerpark Dr. Fullerton CA 92831

austrailianswimschool.com

Bunny Bistro event. Come on down and 
meet adoptable bunnies, learn what it takes 
to care for a bunny, enjoy baked goods, and 
donate. Stop by and find a bunny to love!  

To learn more visit www.ocpetinfo.com.

 The raging fires of Australia have 
engulfed nearly 15.6 million acres of 
land, and the weather hit record-break-
ing temperatures. This crisis has been 
going on for several months on end, 
affecting homes, people, animals, and 
the environment. So far, at least 28 resi-
dents of Australia, and around one bil-
lion animals, have been killed by these 
disastrous fires.  

While the fires seem unending, and 
the future of the environment appears 

gloomy, the philanthropy of people from 
all over the world is seeming to make a 
difference.  Organizations have been 
able to raise millions of dollars, and 
celebrities are beginning to step up. In 
addition to donations, acts of bravery 
have been demonstrated by American 
firefighters as they were sent to 
Australia to battle the wildfires.   
Unfortunately, three  of them died while 
battling the fires.  These acts of good 
will and heroism spark hope for 
Australia and its people. 

 
Sources: 
 
•www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-

www.cnn.com/2020/01/01/australia/aus
t r a l i a - f i re s - e x p l a i n e r- i n t l - h n k -
scli/index.html 

•www.abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/
us-sends-veteran-firefighters-battle-
australia-wildfires-680 70924 

•www.usatoday.com/story/news/natio
n/2020/01/07/australia-fires-how-to-
help- 
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MICROPLASTICS IN FOOD, WATER & 
AIR: CAN WE AVOID THEM?

by Sarah Mosko  
 
You’re likely taking in tiny particles of 

plastics every time you eat, drink and 
breathe, according to research into the 
risks to human health from the buildup 
of plastic debris in the environment. 
Although scientists haven’t yet delineat-
ed the specific harms, there’s reason 
enough to worry. 

Microplastics (MP) 
result from the break-
down into ever smaller 
bits of everyday plastic 
discards, like packag-
ing, children’s toys, 
and synthetic clothing 
and carpeting. Despite 
their small dimension 
(sometimes invisible), 
MP are still made of 
long-chain polymer 
molecules that make 
plastics resistant to 
bio-degradation. 

Consequently, MP 
(both micro-particu-
lates and microfibers) 
are ubiquitous now in 
aquatic and terrestrial 
ecosystems worldwide, and there’s little 
mystery as to why. 

Since the dawn of the Age of Plastics 
around 1950, humans have enjoyed a 
love affair with single-use disposables 
and basically anything that can be 
formed from cheap polymer feed-stocks. 
In 2018, worldwide plastics production 
had risen to 359 million tonnes, tripling 
since just 1990. Despite encouraging 
signs that people are starting to worry 
about plastic pollution—over 120 coun-
tries have banned plastic bags—global 
plastics production is still rising. 

As of 2015, 60% of all 
plastics ever produced had accumulated 
in landfills or, courtesy of human negli-
gence, the environment. MP are building 

up in farmland soils, lakes, oceans, and 
the air we breathe. Amassing of MP is 
seen in environs as remote as the Arctic. 

It should be no surprise that MP are 
showing up on our dinner plates and in 
our poop. 

To estimate ingestion of MP by typical 
Americans, Canadian 
scientists reviewed available studies of 
MP in drinking water, air, and foods 

commonly consumed by 
Americans (seafood, 
honey, sugar and table 
salt). Data on other major 
food groups were not yet 
available. 

Applying recommended 
U.S. dietary guidelines, it 
was estimated that, 
through diet alone, 
Americans likely ingest 
39,000 to 52,000 MP 
annually. If exposure via 
inhalation is included, 
those estimates rise to 
74,000 to 121,000 MP. 
The most MP came from 
air, bottled water and 
seafood. Salt, tap water 
and beer contributed the 

least. 
Importantly, these figures are underes-

timates of total intake, given that MP in 
meat, dairy, vegetables and grains 
remain unstudied and a separate finding 
suggesting that the greatest mealtime 
consumption of MP stems from airborne 
microfibers raining down onto our 
meals. 

Are Microplastics dangerous? Large 
or small, plastics are carriers of danger-
ous chemicals either manufactured into 
them or adsorbed from the surroundings 
because of their surface affinity for cer-
tain environmental toxins. The smaller 
the plastic particle, the greater the sur-
face area-to-volume ratio and capacity 
to attract toxic chemicals. 

Many substances within or on plastics 
are known endocrine disruptors, car-
cinogens, or mutagens. Once MP enter 
the food chain through uptake by crea-
tures closer to the base, there’s potential 
for associated chemicals to concentrate 
up the chain, compounding the risks to 
top tier eaters like humans. 

Of equal concern are health threats 
from inhaled MP, due to both tissue 
reactions to foreign particles and the 
leaching out of toxins. Research reveals 
that MP can embed in the lungs and trig-
ger inflammatory tissue responses possi-
bly associated with conditions like asth-
ma, interstitial lung disease, and even 
cancer. 

Moreover, there’s evidence that MP in 
our tissues can translocate to the circula-
tory or lymphatic system and reach other 
organs. The tinier the particle, the 
greater the risk of translocation. 
Crossings into human breast milk and 
fetal circulation have also been docu-
mented. 

 

Is Avoiding Microplastics Possible? 
Given that few food groups have been 

tested for MP, it’s unclear how personal 
MP exposure might be reduced via 
dietary choices, though the 
Canadian study found 23 times as many 
MP in bottled compared to tap water. 

Because air outdoors has fewer MP 
than indoor air, maintaining a well-ven-
tilated home might reduce exposure. 
Frequent vacuuming of carpeting, 
replacing vinyl flooring and synthetic 
carpeting with hardwood and tile, and 
avoiding clothing and upholstery made 
of synthetic fibers should also. 

Also, home air and water filtration 
systems are readily available that prom-
ise elimination of MP. 

However, the biggest impacts you can 
have on global MP pollution are to say 
no to single-use plastics and pressure 
state and federal representatives to craft 
policies that, at all stages in the life-
cycle of plastics, stem their flow into the 
environment. 

 
 

In 2018,  
worldwide plastics 
production had  

risen to 359  
million tonnes, 
tripling since  

just 1990... 
and global plastics 

production is  
still rising. 

 California Lilac by Penny Hlavac 

Among my favorite shrubs are those 
which will survive on rainfall alone once 
established. Other favorite attributes 
include value to pollinators, showy 
flowers and longevity. A shrub which 
easily meets these criteria is the 
California Lilac species Ceanothus mar-
itimus. In addition, this beautiful plant, 
like all the plants in the genus 
Ceanothus, is able to “fix nitrogen,” i.e. 
it has the ability to team up with special 
bacteria in its root nodules to enrich the 
soil  by taking nitrogen from air and 
making it usable by plants. 

Beginning in late January it is covered 
with clusters of tiny blue flowers and 
visited by enthusiastic bees---blue is 

their favorite color. The oldest of the 
three Maritime California Lilacs in my 
garden has reached three feet high and 
eight feet wide after twelve years. 
California Lilacs can be clipped 
although it is recommended not to cut 
into wood wider than the width of a pen-
cil. 

There are 50 species in the genus 
Ceanothus and 41 of them are found in 
California. There are also many culti-
vars (cultivated varieties).  

A spectacular white flowering species, 
Ceanothus megacarpus var. insularis 
can be found in the Fullerton 
Arboretum’s Channel Island garden.  

Fee Increase for Green Waste Recycling

Residential customers in Fullerton 
will see a fee increase of $1.51/month to 
pay for the implementation of a new 
green material composting policy, as 
mandated under state law AB 1594. 

The purpose of AB 1594 (2014) was 
to close a loophole in state recycling law 
that allowed cities to “divert” green 
waste (yard trimmings, etc) to local 
landfills as “cover.” 

Under the state law, green waste will 
no longer be free to place at the local 

landfill, as it had under previous law. 
Fullerton’s waste service contractor 

Republic will now divert the green 
material it collects from single-family 
residences and compost it at Agromin 
OC, located in Chino Hills, where the 
green waste will actually be recycled, 
instead of being placed in our local land-
fill. 

City Council voted 5-0 to approve this 
new policy.
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Local Students Become Teachers
Troy High School siblings Tejal and 

Arjun Patel have always been passionate 
about science, technology, health, and 
policy. They wondered how we could 
prevent teen health problems such as 
drug abuse, vaping, obesity, and depres-
sion when kids were not being taught 
healthy habits at a young age and why 
health education was not taught until the 
summer before they began high school. 

With the support and encouragement 
of their 6th grade teacher Mrs. Tracy 
Chung, they began teaching health and 
wellness through a Saturday School at 
Woodsboro Elementary School in 
Anaheim. They taught a group of 90 stu-
dents about various topics related to 
health and wellness through fun games 
and activities. What started out as a sim-

ple idea between two siblings has now 
grown into a large organization with 
over 70 registered volunteers from high 
schools and middle schools throughout 
Orange County. Teens For Healthy Kids 
is a teen-led community-based organiza-
tion in which teenage volunteers inspire 
young children throughout Orange 
County to lead healthier lives.   

Tejal and Arjun continue to enhance 
their knowledge of science and technol-
ogy as top academic students at Troy 
High School and team members of the 
nationally ranked Science Olympiad 
Team.  

However, their greatest pleasure 
comes from inspiring children to live 
healthier lives. Please visit www.teens-
forhealthykids.org for more information. 

ACROSS 
1. Tex. neighbor 
5. Change, chemically 
10. A deadly sin 
14. Worsted fabric 
15. Boredom 
16. Not fooled by 
17. WE TV's ex-con reality show 
20. Fruit nectar brand 
21. 2016 Brad Pitt historical drama 
22. Mustard choice 
23. A stony slope 
25. Cambridge univ. 
27. Opposite of paleo- 
28. Bleated 
29. Mimicker 
30. Period of low productivity 
33. Anxious 
34. Dallas airport 

37. Pond buildup 
40. True 
44. Opinion 
45. College bigwigs 
47. Paddle 
48. Army member 
49. Gambling game with two dice 
50. "The King" 
52. Armed conflict 
54. Floor it 
55. Defunct roasted meat restaurant in  
Brea 
59. "Why should ___ you go?" 
60. Fencing move 
61. Mentor 
62. About, on a memo 
63. Lieu 
64. Shrek, for one 

DOWN 
1. Rice University mascot 
2. More eccentric 
3. BBC TV series starring Ian  
McShane 
4. 1999-2004 Oldsmobile model 
5. Some whistle blowers 
6. Tolkien creature 
7. "Wheel of Fortune" purchase 
8. Arrow poison 
9. Worked the land 
10. Points 
11. Disheveled 
12. Reviews the coursework 
13. Apex 
18. Raggedy doll 
19. Bullfight cheer 
22. Role playing board game, abbr. 
23. Presidents' Day event 
24. Short snooze for a baby bovine? 
26. Attempt 
28. ___Mo! (liquor store) 

29. "Shave ___ haircut..." 
31. Deli side 
32. "Annabel Lee" poet 
33. TV ET 
35. Charged particles 
36. Space invaders, for short 
37. Director Duvernay 
38. 16th U.S. President 
39. Recover from 
41. Disney's "Herbie", with "the" 
42. Indicated cold weather 
43. Hosp. areas 
45. Speaks slowly 
46. Dine at Curry Hut, say 
49. "Blue Bloods" network 
50. Prefix with center or dermal 
51. "Unhand me!" 
53. Dole (out) 
54. Past tense of 54-Across 
55. 52, in old Rome 
56. Bit of binary code 
57. Martin Scorsese is a member, abbr. 
58. "___ pasa?"
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“IT’S IN THE AIR” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

Public Library  
Honors Ray Kawase

The Fullerton Public Library Board of 
Trustees will be recognizing the service 
of longtime library supporter, Library 
Trustee, and Foundation Board Member 
Ray Kawase. Ray served on the 
Fullerton Public Library Board of 
Trustees from 2004 to 2010 and was the 
Board President from 2007 to 2008. 
Also as a member of the Fullerton 
Public Library Foundation from 1997 to 
2004 and from 2011 to 2017, Ray served 
as president of the Foundation from 
2002 to 2004 and again from 2013 to 
2015. Mr. Kawase was also an active 
member of the Fullerton South Rotary 
Club from 1964 to 1985 (serving as 
president 1969-1970) and has been a 
member of the Fullerton Sunrise Rotary 
Club since 1986 (serving as president 
2001-2002). 

The celebration of Ray Kawase’s 
name and photo being added to the 
Library Honor Wall will take place on 
Saturday, February 15, from 2:00pm to 
4:00pm in the Fullerton Public Library’s 

Conference Center Room. Presentations 
will occur at 2:30 p.m. Registration is 
not required and the event is open to all 
who wish to attend. Light refreshments 
will be served. The library is located at 
353 W. Commonwealth Ave. in 
Fullerton. 

Photo by Lloyd Nakatani.
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Hidden Hiking Trails  
Off Rosecrans

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2019

As I drive down Rosecrans on my 
daily commute to Whittier College, I 
sometimes spot a trail in between the 
trees, just past the baseball field across 
from Ralph B. Clark Regional Park. I 
was curious as to where this trail led, so 
I decided to check it out on a sunny 
Saturday afternoon in January. While 
Fullerton is rich with approximately 
twenty-eight miles of recreational trails 
spread throughout the city, this two-mile 
stretch of trails off Rosecrans is one of 
the lesser known, even though it offers a 
spectacular 360-degree panoramic view 
of Orange County. 

The best place to park is the lot across 
the street from Ralph B. Clark Regional 
Park. Unfortunately, it is only open 
when there are teams using the fields 
and renting the facilities. The next best 
place to park is along the opposite side 
of Rosecrans, on the same side of the 
street as the regional park. Parking at the 
baseball field lot, I walked down the 

sidewalk bordering the street until I 
reached a trail opening with wooden 
guard rails on either side of a wide dirt 
path, surrounded by trees and brush on 
either side.  

According to the Fullerton Walks 
website, “this trail is most famous for its 
width, and guide rails.” The wooden 
railings guided me up a small hill and 
around the far side of the baseball field. 
The trail continued winding up another 
hill, where I spotted a pair of Prickly 
Pear cactus placed on the side of the 
path. Looking behind me as I hiked, I 
found a spectacular view of the 
cityscape. 

As I rounded a corner that turned 
away from Rosecrans, I could see the 
muted tones of the Coyote Hills cliffs 
way in the distance with homes in front 
of them. I continued up the path and 
around a large open area, where I spot-
ted a green “Habitat Conservation Area” 
sign, warning hikers to stay on the path, 

and protect the sensitive plants and 
wildlife. From this vantage point, I 
could tell that this was going to be a very 
hilly trail.   

About a third of a mile from where I 
started, the trail started making its way 
back downhill and crossed Muir Trail 
Drive, a street that runs through a rather 
expensive and large community known 
as Hawks Pointe. North 
of Muir Trail Drive, the 
trail changed its name 
from Hawks Pointe to 
Muir Trail, which 
crossed the street and 
continued to wind its 
way up the hillside above 
the homes. The wooden 
railings were switched 
out for white plastic rail-
ings on the sides. This 
section of the path also 
had three rest areas with 
large boulders to sit on. 
Each rest stop had a fan-
tastic view. If I had visited on a clearer 
day, I might’ve been able to see the 
snow capped mountains in the distance. 
Similar to the Vista Park and Panorama 
Nature Preserve near the Summit House, 
I was able to get a good view in all 
directions. In fact, even though it was a 
bit smoggy, I was still able to see out 
past the towering rollercoaster rides of 
Knott’s Berry Farm.  

The first rest area happened to fall at a 
fork in the trail. One side went straight 
to a water tank on an even higher hill 
and the other went left and down, lead-
ing to a small loop that followed the 
Hawks Point neighborhood and eventu-

ally ended up in a small park. At all 
three of the rest areas, there were trash 
cans and trees for shade on warmer 
days.  

After taking a nice long drink of 
water, I decided to head toward the 
water tower. Be sure to bring water with 
you if you plan on hiking this route 
because while it’s easy to get plenty of 
exercise climbing these hills, your body 
still needs to stay hydrated. Near the 
highest point, I stopped to catch my 
breath and take another drink. Looking 
out, I couldn’t help but admire the subtle 
beauty of the Coyote Hills landscape. 
From such a high location, I could see 
all of Orange County. To the north is a 
view of the La Habra hills and the 
mountains beyond. To the east, you can 
see Brea, Placentia and Yorba Linda. On 
a clear day, you can even see as far as 
Los Angeles. To the south, the view 
includes Anaheim, Orange, Tustin, and 
beyond.  

I spotted more drought-resistant 
plants along the sides of the path as I 
made my way up to the water tank, 
which looked like something out of a 
1950’s science-fiction movie. This is a 
part of eleven tanks within the Fullerton 
Water Department. It was surrounded by 
a barbed wire fence and a metal shack 
that appeared to be locked. A giant white 
sign on the fence read, “No Trespassing 
– Violators Will Be Arrested.” 
Remaining on the trail, I couldn’t help 
but notice a giant ladder ascending the 
tank.  

The trail wound its way around the 
tank. Looking up, the tank was stark 
against the blue sky, which would’ve 
made for a great abstract photograph. 
The public path stopped at the last rest 

area. If you continued on, 
the trail would lead down-
hill to the not very dramat-
ic end; a road named 
Laguna Street.  

On my way back, I spot-
ted a cotton-tailed brown 
rabbit that blended in with 
the dirt-covered environ-
ment. Occasionally, rare 
birds showed up like the 
coastal cactus wren and 
the California gnatcatcher. 
While this path is long, it 
is worth it for the view. In 

fact, I would go so far as to say that this 
path is even better than the one by the 
Summit House because, when I hiked 
the trail, it was less crowded and offered 
an even better viewing experience. This 
would be the perfect place to capture an 
establishing shot for a film and an ideal 
location for sunset or sunrise photos.  

Access is allowed on the trail only 
from 4:00 a.m. to midnight. To see what 
the trails off Rosecrans currently look 
like, visit www.fullertonobserver.com 
and click the tab labeled “Local.” 
Underneath that tab, click on “Emerson 
Little YouTube Channel,” which will 
take you directly to my page.  

Anniversaries
Weddings

Any Occasion !

One Call 
We Do it All !

FIVE FREE 
BANQUET
FACILITIES

Accommodating 
up to 800 people

Angelo�s       Vinci�s
Ristorante Est 1971

550 North Harbor Blvd 
Downtown Fullerton

714.879.4022

and

ORANGE COUNTY HOTLIST

BEST ITALIAN 2016 & 2017
Established in 1971, in this family-owned restaurant

you dine in the middle of an Italian town square 
complete with storefronts and twinkling lights.

Call 714.879.4022
www.AngelosandVincis.com

“Like” us on facebook.com/angelosandvincis

WIN
NER

“A PLACE TO EAT...A PLACE TO SEE.”

CAPRI SHOES

 
This two-mile 

stretch of trail 
offers a  

spectacular  
360-degree 

panoramic view  
of Orange 
County. 
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TUES, Feb 4 
•6:30pm: Fullerton City Council 

Meeting. Agenda items include pro-
posed new 33-unit residential devel-
opment at 751 E. Bastanchury Rd. 
City Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth 
Ave. 

WED, Feb 5 
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine 

Farmers Market: Fresh produce 
including fruit, vegetables, plants, 
eggs, flowers, baked goods, tamales, 
empenadas, kettle korn, nuts, and 
more. Next to the DMV on Valencia 
between Euclid and Highland in 
Fullerton. 

•6-8:30pm: FPL ArtHouse pres-
ents “Hustlers” (R)  “Hustlers” fol-
lows a group of strippers who band 
together to turn the tables on their 
crude and greedy Wall Street clients, 
many of whom were responsible for 
the 2008 financial crisis. Main 
Library 353 W. Commonwealth. 

76-8:30pm: FPL Distinguished 
Speaker Susan Straight.  Southern 
California Author Susan Straight 
will be visiting Fullerton Public 
Library to discuss her newest and 
positively reviewed book, "In the 
Country of Women". Main Library 
353 W. Commonwealth. 

 
THURS, Feb 6 

•1-3pm: Thursday Matinee- 
Mad Max: Fury Road (2015) R. In 
a post-apocalyptic wasteland, a 
woman rebels against a tyrannical 
ruler in search for her homeland with 
the aid of a group of female prison-
ers, a psychotic worshiper, and a 
drifter named Max.   Main Library. 
Osborne Auditorium. 353 W. 
Commonwealth. 

 
FRI, Feb 7 

•7-10pm: Hard Show Opening 
Reception at Josephine Joan 
Gallery. Last year we brought you 
the SOFT show, this year things are 
getting HARD. Come join us for a 
night of hard sculpture, hard text, 
hard everything. 515 W 
Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton. 

 
SAT, Feb 8 

•9:00–10:30am: Yoga in the 
Garden. Have you always wanted to 
try yoga? Here's your chance to 
lengthen, strengthen and tone your 
body! Yoga class for beginner to 
intermediate students. Please bring 
your own yoga mat and water. Dress 
in layers. Fullerton Arboretum, 
Arboretum Visitor Center, 1900 
Associated Rd, Fullerton. Class is 
held every 2nd and 4th Saturday.  
Note: Age 12 and up with adult 
supervision. Cost: $13/members; 
$15/non-members. 

•9am-11am: Coyote Hills Nature 
Walk. Enjoy a moderate 2 mile walk 
(with some uphill climbing) along 
the trails of West Coyote Hills. 
Native plants are beginning to sprout 
new growth and many different bird 
species migrate south through the 
area and stop here. Also hear or see 
the threatened California 
Gnatcatcher which lives here year 
round. Suitable for the whole family. 
Meet at the Laguna Lake Equestrian 
Center on Lakeview Dr., (off Euclid) 
in north Fullerton. Dogs are wel-
come on leash. Wear comfortable 
shoes and bring water to drink. Free. 

•10am–12pm: Let's Talk Water: 
PFAS, Chemicals Of Emerging 
Concern. Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl 
substances, otherwise known as 
PFAS, are a group of synthetic 
chemicals that have been manufac-
tured and used in many everyday 

THE TWO POPES: TWO HITS

HITS  
&   
MISSES  

by Joyce Mason © 2020

Although not receiving an Academy Award nomina-
tion for Best Picture, the richly deserving “The Two 
Popes” did get two nominations in the Best Actor and 
Best Supporting Actor categories with Jonathan Pryce 
playing the current Pope Francis and Anthony Hopkins 
his predecessor, Pope Benedict.   Most of us remember 
the startling resignation of the Papal leader in 2013, 
when for the first time in 700 years, a second Pope 
replaced a still-living pontiff in Vatican City. Even with 
this inevitable conclusion, screenwriter Anthony 
McCarten (“Bohemian Rhapsody”), through expert 
dialogue and pacing, maintains suspense and a com-
pelling interest in how it all came about.   

The movie begins in 2005 after the death of Pope 
John Paul II.  Cardinals from around the world gather 
in Rome to vote for his successor. The first voting is far 
from decisive and results in the black smoke curling 
above the Vatican. Some of the Cardinals want a more  
forward-thinking Pope who will address the crises fac-
ing the Church, especially the much publicized sexual 
abuse scandals. Others feel that a more traditional 
Pontiff is needed to maintain the dignity of the Church 
as it moves into the twenty-first century. Ultimately the 
choice comes down to voting for the more liberal 
Argentinian Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio  or the more con-
servative German Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. The 
German wins even as some in the cheering crowds 
below mutter “the Nazi.” 

Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio  returns to Buenos Aries, 
where he likes to dress as simply as possible as he 
moves among his people. We do get flashbacks to his 
life as a young man (played by Juan Minujin) when he 
danced the tango and was once in love with a young 
woman before joining the Jesuit priesthood. Laboring 
among the working class and the poor for the next 
seven years, a worn and discouraged Bergoglio writes 
a letter of resignation to Pope Benedict, asking to retire 
from his duties as Cardinal. 

The answer he receives insists that he come to the 
Vatican to meet with Pope Benedict. Upon landing in 
Rome, he is airlifted to the Pope’s summer residence, 
Castel Gandolff, with elegant gardens and a view of the 
sea. Here the Pope does not want to talk about the res-
ignation letter and prefers spending time talking with 
Bergoglio about history, music, art, the Church, and 
Bergoglio’s favorite topic--soccer. Even after the two 
men return to Rome, Pope Benedict avoids discussing 
Bergoglio’s letter and prefers to show his guest the 
beauties of the Vatican, especially the Sistine Chapel, 
while the Cardinal explains the intricacies of soccer to 
the Pope. Two clerics could not be more different, yet 
each is beginning to enjoy the other’s company.  

When Benedict at last confides to Bergoglio that he 
has brought him to Rome because he wants to retire 
from the Papacy, and he feels that Catholics around the 
world would be better served by a man like Bergoglio, 
whose humanity and ease with people from all cultures  
and backgrounds will bring to the world-wide Church 
an understanding of the problems and challenges that 
seem remote to Benedict. 

Feeling unworthy on many levels, Bergoglio  con-
fesses to Benedict his own shortcomings, especially the 
guilt he has carried with him for not interceding on the 
part of two of his priests as they tried to help the dissi-
dents during  Argentina’s “Dirty War” in  the 1970s. 
But we all know that Bergoglio eventually relents and 
becomes the current Pope Francis. 

Not only does McCarten write insightful and witty 
dialogue between these two clerics, but director 
Fernando Meirelles (“City of God,” “The Constant 
Gardener”) intersperses their conversations with illu-
minating flashbacks that take us through the unlikely 
journey that brought to the Vatican the first Pope from 
the Western Hemisphere.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 

A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

consumer products since the 
1940s. They have been detect-
ed in local groundwater sup-
plies across the country, includ-
ing our own, and have become 
chemicals of emerging concern 
to the public’s health. Join 
Council Member Zahra and 
guests to get the facts about 
PFAS, new state and federal 
regulations, local clean up 
efforts and its cost, and more. 
Fullerton Community Center. 
340 W. Commonwealth Ave, 
Fullerton. 

 
TUES, Feb 11 

•12pm-1pm: Faculty Talks: 
Identity and the Census: 
What the Race and Ethnicity 
Questions Reveal about Who 
We Are by Bey-Ling Sha, 
Ph.D. Prior to becoming a full-
time academic, Dr. Bey-Ling 
Sha worked in the 
Communications Directorate of 
the U.S. Census Bureau in 
Washington, D.C. This presen-
tation reviews two centuries of 
how information has been col-
lected on race and ethnicity, 
and offers a critical perspective 
on what the data tell us about 
the identities of individuals and 
of the nation. Pollak Library at 
CSUF. 800 N State College 
Blvd, Fullerton. Free. 

 
WED, Feb 12 

•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine 
Farmers Market: See Feb 5 
posting. Next to the DMV on 
Valencia between Euclid and 
Highland in Fullerton. 

•9am-10:30am: Medical 
Series at Elks Club - 
Peripheral Vascular Disease 
(Open to the Public). 
Improvements in the technolo-
gy used in the diagnosis and 
treatment of vascular problems 
related to aneurysms, cardiac 
problems, kidney disease, 
stroke and gastrointestinal 
problems has greatly improved 
the outcomes of these prob-
lems. Dr. Marcus is a leader in 
these diagnostic and treatment 
interventions. Elks Club, 1400 
Elks View Lane, Fullerton. For 
more information, contact 657-
278-2446 or olli.fullerton.edu. 

 
THURS, Feb 13 

•1-3pm: Thursday 
Matinee: Blakkklansman. 
Ron Stallworth, an African 
American police officer from 
Colorado Springs, CO, suc-
cessfully manages to infiltrate 
the local Ku Klux Klan branch 
with the help of a Jewish surro-
gate who eventually becomes 
its leader. Based on actual 
events.Main Library. Osborne 
Auditorium. 353 W. 
Commonwealth. 

•5:30-7:30pm: Cannabis 
Listening and Information 
Session. The recreational use 
of marijuana is now legal in 
California. The City of 
Fullerton invites any and all 
interested parties to attend a 
special listening and informa-
tion session. Please contact 
Community Development at 
(714) 738-6878. Osborne 
Auditorium Fullerton Public 
Library. 353 W. 
Commonwealth Ave. 

 

FRI, Feb 14 
•8pm: Talich Quartet @ 

CSUF Meng Concert Hall. 
The Talich Quartet has been 
recognized internationally as 
one of the world´s finest string 
quartets, and as the embodi-
ment of the great Czech musi-
cal tradition. The Quartet was 
founded in 1964 by Jan Talich 
Sr. during his studies at the 
Prague Conservatory, and 
named it in honour of his uncle 
Václav Talich, the renowned 
chief conductor of the Czech 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
between 1919 and 1939. 
Tickets: $10 / $8 Titan Price.  
Box Office (657) 278-3371. 

 
SAT, Feb 15 

•9am – 11am: Medicinal & 
Edible Plants. Join herbalist 
William Broen for a morning of 
entertaining exploration 
throughout the Arboretum as he 
illuminates the many fascinat-
ing uses, both past and present, 
of various California native 
plants. Fullerton Arboretum, 
1900 Associated Rd, Fullerton. 
Cost: $25/member; $30/non-
member. 

•1pm Boardgame Empire. 
Every Saturday afternoon. Teen 
Area. Learn to play popular 
board and card games like 
Catan, Terraforming Mars, and 
Unstable Unicorns. Bring your 
friends or challenge FPL’s elite 
cadre of game masters. For 
ages 14+. Main Library Teen 
Area. 353 W. Commonwealth. 
Free. 

 
THURS, Feb 20 

•9–11am. Beginner Bonsai. 
Register for this class and 
receive a bonsai tree, basic pot, 
soil, instructions on care and 
maintenance, and  some history 
on the art of bonsai. Fullerton 
Arboretum, 1900 Associated 
Rd, Fullerton. To register visit 
www.fullertonarboretum.org. 
Cost: $20/member; $25/non-
member. 

•1-3pm: Thursday 
Matinee: The Maltese Falcon. 
A private detective takes on a 
case that involves him with 
three eccentric criminals, a gor-
geous liar, and their quest for a 
priceless statuette.  Main 
Library. Osborne Auditorium. 
353 W. Commonwealth. 

 
SAT, Feb 22 

•10am – 11am: Friends 
Nature Tour. Meet our nature 
guides at the Nature Center for 
a wonderful free tour through 
the garden. Fullerton 
Arboretum Nature Center. For 
more info, please call 
(657)278-3407. 

 
 

SAT, Feb 8 cont.
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“The Great Gatsby”  
@ MAVERICK THEATER  

110 E Walnut Ave Unit B, Fullerton 
Tickets: (714) 526-7070 www.mavericktheater.com

“The Game’s Afoot”  
@ STAGES THEATER  
400 E Commonwealth Ave, 

Fullerton 
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 

www.stagesoc.org

Jay Gatsby, a self-made millionaire, passionately pursues the elusive Daisy 
Buchanan. Nick Carraway, a young newcomer to Long Island, is drawn into their 
world of obsession, greed and danger. The breathtaking glamour and decadent 
excess of the Jazz Age come to the stage in F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel, and 
in Simon Levy's adaptation, approved by the Fitzgerald Estate. January 31 - March 
14. 

It is December 1936, and Broadway 
star William Gillette, admired the world 
over for his leading role in the play 
Sherlock Holmes, has invited his fellow 
cast members to his Connecticut castle 
for a weekend of revelry. But when one 
of the guests is stabbed to death, the fes-
tivities in this isolated house of tricks 
and mirrors quickly turn dangerous. It is 
then up to Gillette himself, as he 
assumes the persona of his beloved 
Holmes, to track down the killer before 

Also Playing at Chance Theater, “Fun Home”  
Fun Home, the brilliant, groundbreak-

ing 2013 musical based on the intensely 
personal graphic novel by Alison 
Bechdel. Written by Jeanine Tesori 
(music) and Lisa Kron (book and 
lyrics), with direction by Marya Mazor 
and music direction by Lex Leigh, Fun 
Home previews from January 31 
through February 7, 2020, with regular 
performances running February 8 to 
March 1 on the Cripe Stage at the Bette 
Aitken Theater Arts Center. 

The 2013 musical is based on Fun 
Home: A Family Tragicomic, a 2006 
graphic memoir by American cartoonist 
Alison Bechdel, author of the comic 

strip “Dykes to Watch Out For.” Both 
stage musical and graphic novel chroni-
cle Bechdel’s childhood and youth in 
rural Pennsylvania and focus on her 
complex relationship with her brilliant 
but enigmatic father while addressing 
themes of sexual orientation, gender 
roles, suicide, emotional abuse, dys-
functional family life and the role litera-
ture plays in helping people understand 
themselves and those in their family. 
The story is related through a series of 
non-linear vignettes connected by narra-
tion provided by the character represent-
ing Allison Bechdel as an adult as she 
looks back on her life. 

“All Shook Up”  
@ BREA CURTIS THEATER  

1 Civic Center Cir, Brea 
Tickets: (714) 990-7722

This crowd-pleasing musical is 
inspired by and features the songs of 
Elvis Presley. It’s 1955, and into a 
square little town, in a square little state, 
rides a guitar-playing young man who 
changes everything and everyone he 
meets in this hip-swiveling, lip-curling 
musical fantasy that’ll have you jumpin’ 
out of your blue suede shoes with such 
classics as “Heartbreak Hotel,” 
“Jailhouse Rock,” and “Don’t Be 
Cruel.” 

The show is all new, the songs are all 
Elvis! Continuing our partnership with 
Southgate Productions whose past 
shows have included 9 to 5: The 
Musical, Sister Act, Bonnie and Clyde, 
and Into the Woods, the Curtis Theatre 
presents All Shook Up, a rock and roll 
jukebox musical with the songs and 
swagger of the King! 

Inspired by and featuring the songs of 
Elvis Presley and book by Joe Dipietro. 
February 7 - 23. 

the next victim appears. The danger and 
hilarity are non-stop in this glittering 
whodunit set during the Christmas holi-
days. Written By Ken Ludwig. Directed 
by Jason Sutton. Through February 9. 

“A Wrinkle in Time”  
@ CHANCE THEATER 

Bette Aitken Theater Arts Center, 5522 E La Palma Ave, Anaheim, CA 92807 
Tickets: (888) 455-4212 www.chancetheater.com

Chance Theater presents “A Wrinkle 
in Time,” kicking off the company’s 
TYA (Theater for Young Audiences) 
Family Series for its 2020 season. 
Playwright John Glore has created a 
wild, highly theatrical adaptation of 
Madeleine L’Engle’s acclaimed 1962 
story about three teens who traverse the 
boundaries of time and space in search 
of a beloved parent, bringing it magical-
ly to life on the Chance’s Fyda-Mar 
Stage. 

Directed by Darryl B. Hovis and 
James McHale, A Wrinkle in Time pre-
views February 14 through 16, with reg-
ular performances running February 20 
to March 1 on the Fyda-Mar Stage at the 
Bette Aitken theater arts Center. 

On the proverbial literary “dark and 

stormy night,” the eccentric Mrs. 
Whatsit arrives at the home of Meg 
Murry, a young teen who doesn’t fit in 
with her peers at her New England high 
school. Meg’s scientist father vanished 
more than two years ago under mysteri-
ous circumstances. Aided by Mrs. 
Whatsit and her friends, Meg, her gifted 
brother Charles Wallace, and her friend 
Calvin are transported through time and 
space on a mission to rescue Meg’s and 
Charles’ father from the evil forces that 
hold him prisoner on another planet. 
Those familiar with the novel will find 
John Glore’s adaptation an absolute 
delight. 

A Wrinkle in Time is suitable for ages 
4 and up – a great play for the entire 
family. 

“Tea With Alice and Me”  
Celebrates the 19th Amendment

“Tea with Alice and Me; The 
Intersecting Lives of Two Militant 
Visionaries Miss Alice Paul & Zoe 
Nicholson” is a full length one-woman 
performance that takes the audience to 
women’s tearooms – Seneca, Selfridges, 
The National Women’s Party and 
Women’s Bookstores. Of course, it is 
really about a cup of revolution served 
up in nonviolent direct action. 

From 1775 through today, Zoe 
Nicholson takes you on her militant, 
revolutionary, feminist call to action. 
Hundreds of pictures and personal sto-
ries transport you to each time and place 

she describes. Tickets are free, and the 
community is welcome. 

The performance is at the Fullerton 
College Campus Theatre, 321 East 
Chapman Avenue, on February 13 at 
7:00 pm. Zoe Nicholson will be avail-
able for questions and answers from 
8:20 to 8:40 pm and for book signing 
from 8:40 to 9:30 pm. 

The play is co-sponsored by Fullerton 
College and the League of Women 
Voters of North Orange County to cele-
brate the 100th anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment to the US Constitution 
which gave women the right to vote.
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“Instruments of Change:  
An Exploration of  

Latin American Murals”  
@ FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER 

301 N Pomona Ave, Fullerton   (714) 738-6545

The Fullerton Museum Center’s latest 
show, “Instruments of Change” trans-
ports visitors to the colorful and expres-
sive urban landscape of Latin America. 
This immersive exhibit features eight 
site-specific murals created by eight vis-
iting muralists and will exist for the 
length of the exhibit, through February 
23, after which time the murals will be 
painted over.  

The artists featured in the exhibit 
include Alvaro Naddeo, Saner, Hilda 
Palafox, Paola Delfin, Zezao, Fefe 
Talavera, Luiz Chamarelli, and Curiot. 

Murals allow artists to convey social 
and political messages in concrete form 

both cheaply and quickly. This has been 
especially true of artists from Latin 
America in recent years. A growing 
campaign for a social practice urban art 
movement has emerged with mural 
artists like the ones featured in this 
exhibit using local streets as canvases to 
experiment, adorn, and transform. 

This ephemeral installation of eight 
contemporary murals showcases the 
artists’ site-specific capabilities to bring 
peoples’ art to the public sphere.  

 For questions or additional informa-
tion, contact the Fullerton Museum 
Center at 714-713-6545.

“A Place for Everything, And Everything in its Place” 
@ CSUF BEGOVICH GALLERY 

800 N State College Blvd   

 (657) 278-7750

An exhibition featuring nearly 50 years of works of art collected by the College of 
the Arts at California State University, Fullerton. Highlights include prints produced 
at the renowned Gemini G.E.L. Workshop, photographs from the Andy Warhol 
Photographic Legacy Program, and works by distinguished artists such as Laurie 
Lipton, Robert Rauschenberg, Masami Teraoka, and Rachel Rosenthal to name a 
few. The collection also brings attention to individual artists affiliated with the 
University who made considerable contributions to contemporary art in southern 
California and beyond. These artists include former faculty, students, and Art 
Alliance members (Florence Arnold, Rosalyn Chodos). Through February 22.

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF THE  
CSUF SCHOOL OF MUSIC

On October 18, 1959, Joseph 
Landon, music Supervisor for the San 
Bernardino Public Schools, submitted 
his “Proposed Music Curriculum for 
Orange County State College” on the 
request of William Langsdorf, CSUF 
founding President. Langsdorf was so 
impressed by Landon’s Plan the he 
hired him in 1960 as one of the very 
first CSUF professors, and Chair of 
the Division of Fine Arts. Landon very 
soon hired a distinguished core of 
music faculty. He also helped design, 
and open the second building on cam-
pus, the Clayes Performing Arts 
Center, in Spring 1965. Landon and 
other early music faculty shepherded 
the School of Music through a huge 
growth period, and established a histo-
ry of excellence in music education, 
which continues to this day.  

The CSUF School of Music is now 
one of the preeminent music units in 
the CSU system, in California and the 
West, and in the USA, and it attracts 
outstanding students from around the 
globe.  

This exhibit highlights the distin-
guished history of the CSUF School of 
Music over its entire 60-year history, 
emphasizing first and foremost the 
students, present and past, as well as 
the excellent faculty, staff, and facili-
ties. The artful display of promotional 
and musical materials—photographs, 
posters, programs, recordings, filmed 
performances, oral histories, musical 
scores, faculty publications and com-
positions, and other materials—vivid-
ly demonstrates the important role the 
CSUF School of Music has played in 
the development of the university and 
in the advancement of music educa-
tion, performances, and music schol-

arship, on the local, regional, state, 
national, and international levels over 
these sixty years.  

Curated by John Koegel, Professor of 
Musicology. John Koegel, Professor of 
Musicology, serves as Graduate Advisor 
for the CSUF School of Music, 
Coordinator of Music History, and 
Coordinator of Music in General 
Education. Spanish). 

Opening Reception: Tuesday, February 
4, 2020 at 6pm • Pollak Library North, 
Atrium Gallery and Room 130 Free 
Admission. Through March 24. 

For more information contact: libex-
hibits@fullerton.edu or call (657) 278-
2990

Fullerton Arboretum Celebrates 40 
Years in Retrospective Exhibit

Check out a special retrospective 
exhibit entitled “The Fullerton 
Arboretum: The First 40 Years (1979-
2019)” now on display in the 
Arboretum’s exhibition space. 

This is an auspicious year for the 
Fullerton Arboretum, celebrating its first 
40 years, from germination of an idea, 
through creating and implementing the 
plan, its global impact on the world, and 
the many groups and collaborations 
along the way to it coming home to 

CSUF and the next 40 years. 
The exhibit was curated by a team of 

six CSUF students and Trish Campbell, 
exhibit designer Barbara Thompson and 
graphic designer Colleen Tillis. 

Museum hours are Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday, 12:00 to 4:00 pm. The 
exhibit will run through May 31. 

The Arboretum is open daily 8 am to 
4:30pm at 1900 Associated Rd, 
Fullerton. Visit www.fullertonarbore-
tum.org for more information.

BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,  
Fullerton, CA 92832 

714-879-5868 x5  www.michellegottlieb.com

        INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE  & FAMILY THERAPY 
MICHELLE  GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT  

THE GIFT OF RELAXATION

When is the last time you did some-
thing that was fun for you? Something 
that was not necessarily productive. 
Something that was not necessarily a 
“good use of your time.” But some-
thing that was merely fun or relaxing. 
We need down time. We need time to 
just be. We need time when we are not 
rushing around with a to-do list a mil-
lion miles long. 

What is relaxing is different for 
everyone. You may have to experi-
ment to find out what fits for you. 
Make a list of at least ten things and 
then do at least one of them every day. 
Yes, you read that right. Every single 

day we need to relax. 
Naturally, there apps that can help 

you with this. If you like apps, then 
seek those out and use them. 
However, you can do this low tech, as 
well. A shocking thing these days is 
when we unplug from our technology. 
But sometime (often) that is what we 
need to truly let go and relax. 

The bottom-line, is that we all need 
time to merely be, not to do. This time 
will recharge us more than you can 
imagine. It is not a waste of time, but 
rather a very valuable use of time! 
Give yourself the gift of relaxing! 
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Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed by local volunteers who create, 
publish, and distribute the paper through-
out our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one - 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive local calendar and other 
coverage, we seek to promote a sense of 
community and an appreciation for the 
values of diversity with which our coun-
try is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
 

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  
are distributed throughout Fullerton  

and sent through the mail to subscribers  
every two weeks except only once  

in January, July & August.  
   

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
 Subscriptions are $35 per year. 

Sign up and pay with Credit Card at 
www.fullertonobserver.com 

or by check with name & address to:  
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  

Fullerton CA 92834-7051 
 

________________________________ 
 

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Call 714-525-6402, or email  
observernews@earthlink.net 

or visit us online at  
www.fullertonobserver.com 

________________________________ 
 

SUBMISSIONS: 
 

Submissions on any topic of interest  
are accepted from Fullerton residents. 

We strive to get something about  
everything in but shorter pieces do have 

a better chance of getting in.  
Email: observernews@earthlink.net  

________________________________ 
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The Mid February 2020 issue will  
hit the stands on February 17. 

 SUBMISSION & AD   
DEADLINE: February 10.

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION 
 

The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the commu-
nity.  The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. 
Opinions are those of the writer.  We must verify your identity, but we 
allow initials only and town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in 
print if a reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. 
Opinions sent to us without name, address and phone number will not 
be printed. Due to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of 
getting in. Please add your contact information so we can verify. 
Thanks!  

Email: observernews@earthlink.net  
or mail to: Fullerton Observer,   

PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton CA 92834

 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2020

On Impeachment:  
Getting to Win-Win

Despite the arguing, the bitterness and 
the clear contempt many of our solons 
evince towards each other, there is an 
outcome to this impeachment that is a 
win-win. Well, it’s a win-win for the 
political parties but probably not for the 
American people. Yes, it’s dangerous to 
try to predict the outcome of this 
impeachment (I write this on Thursday 
afternoon), but I’m going to try. 

First of all, this is unlike-
ly to end heroically. In Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington, 
Claude Rains comes 
screaming into the Senate 
in tears after trying to kill 
himself out of a sense of 
shame at his own corrup-
tion. Don’t look for 
President Trump to re-enact 
this scene. A more likely 
outcome is that the 
President comes into the 
joint session of Congress to 
give his State of the Union 
speech in a triumphal mood 
claiming complete exonera-
tion from the “disgraceful 
hoax of presidential harassment.” 
(Quotation marks do not represent that 
he said all of these words in one sen-
tence at one time. They are the often-
employed tropes of which he is inordi-
nately fond.) 

Let’s further stipulate that both sides 
expect that President Trump will not be 
convicted and removed from office. 
This will end not with a bang but a 
whimper. This will end with the 
Republicans, not unreasonably, declar-

ing victory and with the Democrats rea-
sonably crying “Foul, fix and miscar-
riage of justice.”  This will end sooner 
rather than later because it has become 
bad TV and the patience of the audience 
is wearing thin, and the entertainment 
values are diminishing. The constant 
repetition of talking points, charges and 
counter-charges is making this seem like 
Bill Murray in Groundhog Day. That 

both the process and the 
issues are important to our 
nation is not, unfortunate-
ly, the point. The process is 
unendurable for both body 
and soul. The head cannot 
process information once 
the rear-end is rendered 
numb. 

For process nerds and 
news junkies (of which I 
am one) there are fascinat-
ing portions. Alan 
Dershowitz on day one 
posed some interesting and 
even plausible legal theo-
ries. He tried to channel 
Washington, Hamilton and 

Madison as if this were a séance. He has 
apparently become a Scalia-like origi-
nalist. However, on day two, he took his 
interesting theory about mixed motives 
and drove it over the Cliffs of Reason 
and drowned it in the Slough of 
Despond by holding that the mere hint 
of a public purpose erased and nullified 
any corrupt intent, and no president 
could be impeached for abuse of power. 
This was the best example of reductio ad 
absurdum et ad nauseum. 

  
Well, it’s a  

win-win for  
the political 
parties but  
probably not  

for the 
American  

people.

 President’s Counsel Hirschmann 
made a convincing case that Hunter 
Biden got a ridiculously good deal from 
a ridiculously corrupt Ukrainian compa-
ny. I have no doubt that the purpose of 
hiring Hunter was to get to VP Biden’s 
ear. Hirschmann, however, never creat-
ed a nexus between Hunter and Joe, 
other than genetic. No bad act was 
alleged, only hinted at. 

So, now the issue is witnesses—to 
wit: John Bolton. The Dems want lots of 
witnesses. After all the public, educated 
by Perry Mason as well as Law & Order, 
expects witnesses, evidence, cross 
examination and drama. There is (at this 
writing) little chance of any cross exam-
ination though there are lots of cross 
politicians. Dems hold (rightly in my 
view) that you never oppose witnesses 
who are going to give exculpatory testi-
mony. Republicans want to get this over 
with and don’t want to either take the 
risk of damaging testimony or lengthy 
proceedings. They threaten to call a 
plethora of witnesses if the Dems get to 
call Bolton. 

So, at this angry impasse, how can 
there be a political win-win for both par-
ties? If we stipulate that this trial will not 
end in a guilty verdict and removal of 
the president, then here’s the win-win. 
Democrats, you can call for witnesses 
and a longer trial but you are better off if 
the Republicans (with likely two 
Democrats) vote to acquit as soon as 
possible. Republicans benefit from no 
testimony and a short process, and 
Democrats benefit from the appearance 
that the Republicans aren’t interested in 
a fair trial but only a political outcome. 

If this ends Saturday or Monday, the 
Republicans dodge the Howitzer of 
incriminating and embarrassing testimo-
ny and maybe take a BB pellet or two, 
and the Democrats get to campaign on 
Republican unfairness and a truncated 
miscarriage of justice. Ergo: Win-Win. 
QED. 

www.Dobrer.com

Re: Roots of 
Inequality 

 
Please thank Jesse La Tour for his arti-

cle, "The Roots of Inequality," in the 
mid-December issue. (Sometimes I'm 
late in catching up.) I thought I knew a 
lot about Orange County agriculture but 
I learned a lot from this article. 

I love your paper, always interesting 
and informative.  

I forget which young woman wrote 
about the negative environmental effects 
of too much clothes shopping with 
which I agree. I would like to suggest 
she also investigate the sweatshop 
aspect of garment manufacturing. So 
many of our clothes are manufactured in 
sweatshops where workers are paid a 
pittance, even clothes produced in the 
USA. I remember Tom Hayden bringing 
workers from Bangladesh to OC who 
were paid about 16 cents for a shirt that 
Disneyland sold for $20! 

It's not a recent phenomenon but 
seems to have gotten worse instead of 
improving. As a resource person, Sandra 
Morgan, director of Vanguard's Global 
Center for Women and Justice, teaches a 
course on this because it is inter-related 
with human trafficking. 

Thank you again for the Fullerton 
Observer! I know your parents are 
proud!  

-Suzanne Darweesh, Fullerton  
ED: The young woman who wrote 

about too mcuh clothes was our Youth 
Editor Francine. Also, Jesse and the 
crew say thanks!
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Fullerton Neighbors Concerned About 
Brandywine Condo Development

As development increases all 
across the city, a group of residents 
in the President Homes, 
Threewoods, and Beechwood 
neighborhoods have come together 
with concerns over Brandywine 
Homes proposed condo develop-
ment on Bastanchury next to Loma 
Vista Memorial Park.  Despite 
voicing concerns regarding housing 
density, traffic safety, and setback 
from the street, Brandywine’s pro-
posal was approved 4 to 1 by the 
planning commission, with 
Kathleen Shanfield being the only 
dissenter. 

Within 5 days of the approval, 
two separate car accidents occurred 
on Bastanchury at one of the very 
locations presented to the commis-
sion as a safety concern. 

In response, residents are work-
ing to get changes to the proposed 
development, which will be pre-
sented to the city council on Feb 4. 
Neighbors are requesting the num-
ber of condos be reduced from 33 
to 20 or less, the proposed parking 
within the development be 
increased, the development be set 
back further from the street, and the 
impact of traffic on Bastanchury 
and Beechwood Elementary be 

addressed. 
One only has to look at the mon-

strosity that was recently built on 
Harbor Boulevard next to Costco in 
order to see the concern. It’s too 
late to push the design back a few 
more feet from Harbor Boulevard.  
It’s too late to change the density or 
the height.  And it will be too late 
for the Bastanchury development if 
residents don’t speak up now.  

With the Bastanchury corridor 
being one of the few “scenic drive 
corridors” left in Fullerton, resi-
dents do not want to see that go 
away.  

For more information see the 
petition at change.org titled 
“Neighborhood Opposition to 
Bastanchury Brandywine 
Development”  

www.change.org/p/fullerton-city-
council-neighborhood-opposition-
to-bastunchury-brandywine-devel-
opment-f2b10a71-2ebe-4503-
b684-dedf50a08f2f 

or contact 
mrskiefer@earthlink.net or 
kellperkk@gmail.com. 

 
-Janet Kiefer, Fullerton 

 
See page 5 for more on this issue.

ON THE 2020 PRIMARY ELECTION

by Vince Buck 
 
California will hold a primary election on 

March 3.  Although you may have voted in 
past primaries and understand that their prin-
cipal purpose is to select candidates for the 
November general election—directly for 
state and local offices and via conventions 
for the presidential contest—the process is 
not that simple. Even the opening sentence 
above is not exactly correct; there is not “a” 
single primary election, and you can vote on 
days other than March 3. 

There is much that is new and different 
about this year’s primary election. See front-
page article.  

There is not a single primary election run 
by a single entity: there is the presidential 
primary which is getting all of the attention 
(on the Democratic side). Then there is the 
primary election for the remaining offices on 
the ballot, which for simplicity 
will be referred to as the “state 
primary.” 

Since the state primary is 
more easily understood let’s 
treat this one first. If you are a 
registered voter, regardless of 
party affiliation or non-affilia-
tion, you are qualified to vote in 
the state primary. This is an 
open, non-partisan election for 
non-presidential offices with the 
top two vote-getters, regardless 
of party, moving on to the 
November general election.  In some cases, 
this will mean that there will be contests in 
November with only Republicans or only 
Democrats listed. On this ballot are also a 
statewide proposition and two bond meas-
ures. 

There are several important contests in this 
state primary, although the outcomes of some 
are a forgone conclusion. For most voters in 
Fullerton there are contests for the 39th 
Congressional District (Gil Cisneros, Young 
Kim, and Steve Cox). I predict Kim and 
Cisneros will be the winners. 29th State 
Senate district (Josh Newman, Ling Ling 
Chang, and Joseph Cho). I predict Newman 
and Ling Ling Chang will be the winners. 
65th Assembly District (Sharon Quirk-Silva 
and Cynthia Thacker are the only candidates) 
and the Orange County Board of Education, 
4th District, where there is a contest. The 
Board of Education race is important since it 
is split on several issues including the budg-
et, charter schools, and sex education. See 
article on pg. 8 for info on those candidates.  

There are three Democrats and one 
Republican in this non-partisan election. The 
Republican is La Habra Mayor Tim Shaw 
who lost to Doug Chaffee for the Board of 
Supervisors last time around. The Democrats 
are Anaheim Councilmember Jordan 
Brandman and Fullertonians Vicki Calhoun 
and Paulette Marshall Chaffee both of whom 
ran for City Council in the 5th district against 
the successful Ahmad Zahra. Chaffee, who 
moved into the district to run, withdrew from 
the race after she was found removing signs 
labelling her a “carpetbagger.” The signs you 
currently see around town for Chaffee are for 
Paulette, not Doug. 

There is also a statewide School and 
College Facilities Funding bond on the ballot 
(misleadingly labeled Proposition 13, a num-
ber that should have been retired years ago) 
as well as bond measures for the Fullerton 
School District and for the Fullerton Joint 
Union High School District. The chances of 
those issues passing may be enhanced since 
the turnout in this primary will no doubt 
skew Democratic and Democrats tend to sup-
port education bonds more than Republicans. 

The presidential primary election is parti-
san. It is run by the parties and each has its 
own rules. In effect there is not a single pres-
idential primary election but 6 different pres-
idential primary elections: Democratic, 

Republican, Green, Libertarian, American 
Independent, and Peace and Freedom. This is 
not important if you are a member of a party 
and want to vote for one of that party’s can-
didates. It is more complicated for those reg-
istered as No Party Preference. The 
Democratic, Libertarian, and American 
Independent parties will let you vote in their 
primary by requesting a ballot of the party 
you wish to vote in. If you want to vote in the 
primaries of one of the other three parties, 
you will have to re-register to that party (and 
you can change it back again afterwards). If 
you are a registered party member, you can 
only vote in that party’s primary.  

For many years the California primary was 
held in June. March is a long way from the 
November election, more than the length of 
the baseball season which at times seems 
endless. However, many influential leaders 
in the state decided that California was an 

afterthought in the presidential 
primary process. By the time June 
rolled around the candidates had 
the election locked up, so there 
was no campaigning in 
California, our issues were not 
discussed, and the money being 
thrown around by candidates was 
not spent here.  

Since 1996, the dates of the pri-
mary have changed multiple 
times and in 2008 the dates of the 
two primaries were even separat-
ed, the presidential one being held 

in February and the statewide in June. These 
attempts to make California more of a player 
have had mixed results at best, but for this 
year, at least, both contests are being held on 
March 3. 

There is little evidence that a lot of cam-
paign money is being spent in California and 
there are several reasons why the California 
Democratic primary will not have much 
impact on the presidential race.  First, there 
are 13 other states having primaries or cau-
cuses on the same day (known as Super 
Tuesday). The outcome in California will be 
just one of many and in most cases it is less 
expensive to campaign in smaller states when 
the outcome of victories in several smaller 
states may have more impact than in a single 
large state. And in California, since so many 
votes are cast by mail-in ballots and can be 
postmarked as late as election day, the results 
may not be known for another month 
(remember the long count for the 29th Senate 
district which Josh Newman won in 2018). 
Most impact will be lost. 

More importantly, the primary is not struc-
tured to produce a winner. There was a time 
when most primaries were winner-take-all 
and there were clear winners. The candidate 
with the most votes, even if not 50%, got all 
the delegates to the national convention. That 
was hardly fair, but it did produce winners. 
The current system is more or less propor-
tional, that is, if you get 20% of the vote, you 
get 20% of the delegates. This is much fairer 
but does not produce a clear-cut winner.  

But it is even more complicated than that.  
California will have 495 (out of 3979) dele-
gates at the Democratic National Convention 
in July in Milwaukee. Only 416 of those del-
egates will be selected on March 3. The oth-
ers will be unpledged party leaders. Two hun-
dred seventy-two of those 416 will be appor-
tioned at the congressional district level 
(there are 53 districts). The other 144 will be 
apportioned based on the statewide vote. But   
a candidate must receive at least 15% of the 
vote, district or statewide, to get any dele-
gates.  

The biggest impact of this primary will be 
to eliminate weaker candidates. It will proba-
bly not put much space between the leaders. 
It is a nice exercise in democracy, but 
California will not be a king or queen-maker. 

Vince Buck is Emeritus Professor of  
political science at CSUF.

 
It is a nice  
exercise in 
democracy,  

but California 
will not be a 

king or  
queen-maker.

Rep. Porter Introduces Legislation to 
Honor Orange County Tuskegee Airman

Congresswoman Katie Porter 
introduced a bill on Jan. 30 to 
name a post office for Orange 
County veteran Lieutenant Colonel 
Robert J. Friend. Before passing 
away in June 2019, Lt. Col. Friend 
was one of the last surviving 
Tuskegee Airmen, who took to the 
skies during World War II as the 
first African American military 
aviators. He also served in Korea 
and Vietnam. 

“Lieutenant Colonel Robert J. 
Friend was an American hero, who 
served our country bravely and 
selflessly,” Congresswoman Porter 
said. “Lt. Col. Friend and his fel-
low Tuskegee Airmen were trail-
blazers, and I’m honored to intro-
duce legislation that would keep 
his memory alive in our Orange 
County community for generations 
to come.” 

“Our father would often say, 
‘Don’t wait for opportunities, 
make your own opportunities,’” 
said Karen Crumlich, Lt. Col. 
Friend’s daughter. “Our family is 
truly honored to have his name 
memorialized so that his legacy 
can live on for future generations. 

If he was living today, he would 
have felt that this honor was 
beyond what he deserved because 
he felt that he was just doing his 
duty as an American citizen.” 

Congresswoman Porter’s bill 
would designate the Northwood 
Post Office located at 1 League, 
Irvine, California as the “Tuskegee 
Airman Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
J. Friend Memorial Post Office 
Building.” Lt. Col. Friend was the 
recipient of multiple military 
awards for heroic service, includ-
ing the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, Presidential Unit Citation, 
Bronze Star with Flying Cross, 
three Distinguished Service 
Medals, and Air Medal. 

The roughly 1,000 Tuskegee 
Airmen flew 15,000 combat sor-
ties, destroyed 260 enemy aircraft 
and received 150 decorations of 
the Flying Cross and Legion of 
Merit, fighting the Nazi Luftwaffe 
while simultaneously striking a 
blow against racism back home. 
Lt. Col. Friend and his fellow 
Tuskegee airmen were awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal in 
2007. 
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ROBERT L. JOHNSON MEMORIAL FEBRUARY 10
Robert L. Johnson passed away

peacefully on January 19, 2020 at the
age of 90. Bob was born in Spokane,
Washington on February 23, 1929 to
Signe and Gustav Johnson who had
immigrated from Sweden.

In 1946, Bob
proudly enlisted in the
United States Navy in
which he served for 6
years. Bob settled in
Southern California
where he met his first
wife Juanita Borg with
whom he had three
sons. Bob later mar-
ried Barbara Sue
Harris and they
remained together for
48 1/2 years until his
death. The couple
resided in Fullerton, California.

Bob attended Whitworth College in
Spokane then graduated from
California State University Fullerton.
Upon graduation, he worked in the
aerospace and computer industries for
40 years as the Director of Contracts
and International Trade. He participat-
ed in several international trade associ-
ations as an Officer.

Bob shared his expertise with others
by conducting various trade seminars,
teaching college classes and writing
bylaws for many organizations. He was
an expert on parliamentary procedure
and received the highest award in
Toastmasters. He also co-authored a
book entitled US Export Controls in the
United States.

Bob was a staunch American patriot
and also had a profound pride in his
Swedish heritage. He was respected for
his unshakable integrity and enjoyed
for his dry humor, wit, and wisdom.
He was a loyal fan of Southern

California sports teams
and stayed physically
fit.

Bob was preceded in
death by his parents,
Signe Barbara
(Soderlund) Johnson
originally from
Härnösand, Sweden
and Carl Gustav
(Karlsson) Johnson
originally from
Värnamo, Sweden, as
well as his sister
Bernice Barbara

Tallquist of Bellevue, Washington. 
Bob is survived by his wife Barbara

Sue; his three sons Paul, Craig, and
Brad; his daughter-in-law Jill; his three
grandchildren Kyle Johnson, Nolan
Johnson, Bailey Weiss, step-grandson
Andrew Thorne; and one great-grand-
daughter Harper Grace Johnson.

His Memorial Service will be held in
Fullerton at Loma Vista Memorial
Park on Monday, February 10th at
11:00am. Attendees may wish to
honor Bob by wearing America’s patri-
otic colors, red, white and blue. A
reception will follow.

In Bob’s memory, donations may be
made to “Friends of Jazz” (who provide
college music scholarships) at P.O. Box
5671, Fullerton, CA 92838.

Annie Marion Calhoun
Annie Marion Calhoun was born on

September 28, 1939 in Jackson,
Georgia, to the late Relious and Cary
Bell Keith. She was the fourth of eight
children and joined Fairfield AME
Church in Jackson as a young girl. In
1957, Marion graduated from
Henderson High School. She moved to
Atlanta where she graduated from
Catalina Beauty College and became a
beautician.

In 1962, she met
Altheria Calhoun and
they both moved to
California, where they
were married. The
Calhoun’s had three
children: Teshia, Vicki
and Keith, and settled
in Fullerton. While she
cared for the family,
Marion also took jobs
as a domestic worker,
caterer, and eventually
as a salesperson at the
Ice Cream Shop.

Marion and several of
her friends decided to start a church.
Penny Owens, one of the church’s orig-
inal charter members, met K.D. Friend
who introduced her to Rev. James
Carrington in 1964. The charter mem-
bers used each other’s homes to hold
services until they finally had enough
money to rent a home on Patterson
Way. 

Rev. Carrington began officiating. As
it grew the church relocated to Ash
Street,, Lemon Street, Valencia Mesa
and then to Hope University before
moving to its permanent structure in
Yorba Linda. Marion remained a faith-
ful Charter Member and parishioner
throughout her lifetime.

Marion was also an original member
of the Friend Airs Choir which later

changed their
name to the
I n s p i r a t i o n a l
Voices Choir. She
remained an active
member for 55
years.

Marion was pre-
ceded in death by
her daughter
Teshia T. Calhoun
and her son Keith
Calhoun.

Marion is sur-
vived by her hus-
band Altheria
Calhoun and their

daughter Dr. Vicki Calhoun; aunts
Beatrice Dunston, Audrey Keith,
Sandra McCrary, Dorothy Winder,
and Sinola Calhoun; uncles Fred
Keith, William Keith, Clifford Laster,
Dr. Fred Calhoun (Janice), and a host
of other relatives.

A Memorial Service has been held.

Martha V. (Lind) Fedel, of Fullerton passed away on December 26
at age 90. Martha is survived by her beloved husband of 65 years John Fedel Sr., her
three children and their spouses, Vicki (Fedel) and John McMurray, John Jr. and Leonie
Fedel, Tim Fedel, and two grandchildren Matthew and Christopher McMurray. A
graveside service was held at Riverside National Cemetery. Donations may be made to
the American Cancer Society or Alzheimer’s Association of America. For further infor-
mation visit www.mcaulaywallace.com.

Dolores (Dee) Boisvert Baker
Service February 6

Dolores (Dee) Boisvert Baker passed
away peacefully on January 22 with
her youngest son William by her side.

Dee was born to a devout Catholic
family in Little Falls,
Minnesota on February 6,
1926. She was the fifth
child of nine and is sur-
vived by three of her sib-
lings. 

After a short romance,
she married Robert Baker
in 1946 and raised her
four boys Richard, John,
James, and William in
Fullerton. In addition to
the boys, one would often
hear Dee saying how
thankful she was for her three daugh-
ters-in-law, her four grandchildren,
and her six great-grandchildren.
Family and her faith were her dearest
treasures.

Dee spent almost 15 years as the
secretary for the City of Buena Park.
After retirement, she gave much of her
time serving as the secretary for vari-

ous charitable organizations, includ-
ing the Assistance League, Fullerton
Light Opera, and the Needlework
Guild of America.

Dee loved playing
bridge and belonged to
five different clubs. She
remained a graceful and
elegant socialite both at
Saint Mary’s and her
bridge clubs until her
passing. Every night
before bed she would
practice yoga before
reciting her rosary. Dee
shared that her large
family taught her to live
a life of patience,

humility, respect, teamwork, and love.
She will be deeply missed by her

family and friends. A viewing will be
held on February 5 at Memory
Gardens Memorial Park in Brea.
Church Service will be held at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church on Thursday,
February 6. For more information
visit www.memorygarden.com.

Patricia Mae Smith Blake
Patricia Mae Smith Blake passed away

peacefully on January 10 at the age of 86.
She was born to Glenn Charles Smith and
Lola Lake Smith on October 11, 1933 in
Omaha, Nebraska. She was an only child.

At the age of 5, her family
moved west and settled in
Westchester, California. Pat
graduated from Manual Arts
High School in 1950. Among
the jobs she held included
work as a secretary for the FBI
and for the law firm Simon &
Sheridan in Los Angeles.

Later in life, Pat went back
to college and earned a bache-
lors from Cal State Fullerton.

Pat was a resident of
Fullerton for over 50 years.

She was an active member of DAMAS
and the Assistance League of Fullerton.

She loved to read, travel, play bridge,
and spend time with her grandchildren.
She was an accomplished pianist as well. 

Pat is survived by her
daughter Catherine Rhoads
and husband Jeff and their
three children Sean, Justin,
and Sydney, as well as her
son James Blake and his
two children Olivia and
Harper.

A memorial service was
held at St. Andrews Church
in Fullerton. Donations in
her name may be made to
the Assistance League of
Fullerton.

Shirley Rambaud
Shirley (Gillen) Rambaud, 91, of

Fullerton passed away on December 30,
2019 surrounded by her family. She was
born in Independence, Missouri on
March 9, 1928. 

Shirley worked as a bookkeeper for True
Trace, Lusk Homes, Polar Products, Royal
Coach Inn, and Logan Products. She was
a member of a local Beta Sigma Phi chap-
ter for 50 years, during which times she
held various positions. 

Shirley was proceeded in death by her
husband of 62 years, Albert Rambaud,

and her older brother Robert Gillen. She
leaves behind her three children, Robert
his wife Chris and children Shawn and
Alex, Annette Stanton and son David, and
Albert and his wife Elaine and daughters
Aimee and Emilee, and eight great-grand-
children. She will be interred at Riverside
National Cemetery alongside her hus-
band. Please call McAulay and Wallace at
(714)525-4721 for more information
about services. 

Donations may be made in her honor
to her favorite sorority Beta Sigma Phi.

Christine Cooper Celebration of Life
& Remembrance February 15

Christine Cooper, 72, of Fullerton
passed away on Tuesday, January 14,
2020 at St. Jude Medical Center in
Fullerton at 10:38 am.  Christine was
born in Riverdale, Maryland.

Christine is survived by her loving
partner of over 31 years, Dr. Lee
Metcalf, DMD. They met on 8-8-
1988.  She is also survived by her sister,
Sandra Thayer (Ken) of Orlando,
Florida, her nephew, Greg Holland,
and goddaughters, Halie and Neera
Holland of Wake Forest, North
Carolina.

Christine had a long-distinguished
career working in dentistry as well as

the computer field, noted for her out-
standing service.

She was full of incredible love and
compassion, spending time with her
family, traveling and her passion for
various associations such as the
National Museum of the American
Indian, Continental Confederations of
Adopted Indians and Mensa.

In accordance to her wishes, crema-
tion rites were conducted, and her ashes
will be shared amongst her family.  

A celebration of life and remem-
brance is scheduled for Saturday,
February 15th from 1pm to 5pm.
Please call (714) 366-1841 for details.
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The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To 
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide 
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable 
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10 for 50 words or less 
per issue. Payment is by check only.   The Observer assumes no liability for 
ads placed here. However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a 
service,  please let us know at (714) 525-6402.  Call City Hall at (714) 738-
6531 to inquire about business licenses. For contractor license verification go 
to the California State Contractor License Board website at  
www.cslb.ca.gov.       

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS  
Call (714) 525-6402

HOME REPAIR
LICENSED HOME SERVICES 
Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors, 

Patio Covers, Fences, Gates   
CSLB #744432.   

Free estimates (714) 272-8702 
 

CITY JOB OPENINGS 
Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and 

click on the “How Do I” tab and then 
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on 
the “Apply” link or visit Fullerton City 
Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth Ave. 

Water Distribution Supervisor 
Full Time — $71,697 - $87,131  
Annually 
Department: Public Works  
Maintenance Services  
Police Officer Trainee 
Full Time - $6,196 - $6,832 Monthly 
Department: Police  
Fire Department Utility Worker 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)  
$12.00 - $13.00 Hourly 
Department: Fire 
Police Cadet 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)  
$12.50—$14.00 Hourly 

EMPLOYMENT WANT TO BUY
Wanted: TECH BOOKS 

Engineering, physics, mathematics, 
electronics, aeronautics, welding, wood-
working, HVAC, metalworking and 
other types of technical books pur-
chased. Large Collections (25+ books) 
Preferred. Please call Deborah  

(714) 528-8297 

FULLERTON ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT JOBS  

Apply at www.edjoin.org   
“Fullerton Elementary” 

ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“IT’S IN THE AIR”  

on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020 

PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise  
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

LOST
Gold Charm 

Small, flat gold charm in shape of 
boy's profile with inscription "David 10-
18-63" was lost on January 8th. Mom's 
sentimental value. Please call 714-879-
8237

Caregiver, Eldersitter, Driver, 
Housekeeper available.  

Cooking, cleaning, organizing, 
decluttering, laundry, gardening, light 
home maintenance, light moving or 
assembling furniture, minor repairs. 
Lifelong Fullerton resident, Sunny Hills 
Grad (1980), with ten plus years of 
experience available beginning January 
2020. Payment due at start of each visit. 
$25-$35/per hour (2 hour minimum). 
References available. Call Todd at 714-
732-3212

CAREGIVER

Media Boundaries For Everyone
by Nathan Wayne Guerrero 

 
My name is Nathan Wayne Guerrero, 

I am 13 years old and I am a student who 
loves to write in the evenings about top-
ics that I find intriguing. 

Everyday our society encounters 
problems with balancing media use with 
social life. We will go on vacations 
excited and ready to do some touring 
just to find that our friends we rarely see 
are more interested in their cyber-bud-
dies than us. Many kids tell 
their parents that they can-
not survive without a phone, 
but I am a firsthand example 
of how you can! I was the 
president of Speech and 
Debate at my school last 
year and I am on School Site 
Council.  

I have what many people 
call a “dumb phone” or “flip 
phone”. Yes, I will admit 
that it can be very inconven-
ient at times, though in the 
long run, I can wait for a 
smartphone. I text occasion-
ally for business (sounds funny coming 
from a 13 year old right?) and I do text 
friends often. The main point is, I don’t 
have social media, but I do have an iPad 
that is used for movies, games, and 
email. I am not considered weird at 
school and quite enjoy fiddling with the 
small keyboard on my flip phone.  

 Imagine if there was a setting that 
would limit certain apps and notifica-
tions on your phone to fit your prefer-
ence, while you still have the fun of 
being on it. Well, there is. Many people 
are not aware of an app that sets bound-
aries on your device, called Screen 
Time. No one likes to be told that they 
are not allowed to use their new phone, 
though you could still use it with restric-
tions on certain days or occasions when 
you want to spend quality time with 
someone.  

Right now there are apps that exist to 
fit this purpose, such as OFFTIME (IOS 
& Android). I looked at the reviews on 
Google Play App Store for OFFTIME 
only to find that the number of reviews 
with 5 stars and 1 stars were almost 
exactly the same. This is because every-
one has different preferences. What we 
need to do is take advantage of this app, 
as it will improve relationships and 
strengthen our “real” social life. 

The problem isn't always 
how much time everyone 
spends on their phone, but 
the issues and damages 
connected to it. You can 
develop Digital Eye Strain 
and Blurred Eyesight with 
over usage, which does not 
always permanently dam-
age your eyes.  

Not to mention the bad 
posture and daytime fatigue 
it causes from staying up 
late looking at the never-
ending content. Some days 
it will seem to other people 
that I’m having a bad day, 

but when I get home I text up a very 
slow storm on my flip phone. I believe 
that what happens on your phone should 
not affect your real social life. 

According to the Instagram Help 
Center; “Instagram requires everyone to 
be at least 13 years old before they can 
create an account (in some jurisdictions, 
this age limit may be higher). If your 
child is younger than 13 and created an 
account on Instagram, you can show 
them how to delete their account.” 

 Does this mean that all parents should 
be worried about this phone epidemic? 
No. Should everyone be on the lookout 
for suspicious media activity or media 
overuse? YES! To learn how to deal 
with these problems and find out more 
visit https://internetsafety101.org/

 
Many kids 

believe that  
they cannot 

survive without  
a smart phone, 

but I am a  
firsthand  

example of  
how you can!



Page 20 FULLERTON OBSERVER   REGIONAL NEWS EARLY FEBRUARY 2020

OC Women’s 
March  
Draws 

Thousands
Story and photos by Jesse La Tour 
 
Between 10,000-12,000 people 

marched through the streets of down-
town Santa Ana for the fourth annual 
O.C. Women’s March on January 18. 
The march was to promote women’s 
rights, equality, representation in gov-
ernment, and a whole host of progres-
sive causes, including reproductive 
rights, health care, climate action, native 
rights, and more. 

Before the march began, the people 
gathered to hear from speakers that 
included local Native leaders, OC 
Congressmember Katie Porter, and oth-
ers. 

“Why are we here today?” asked event 
MC Adele Tagaloa. “We are here 
because we are tired of 
being harassed, abused, 
underpaid, and 
ignored…People are 
marching for economic 
and social justice for 
every community, and 
civil rights for everyone. 
We are marching for 
human rights, justice for 
people of color, the right 
to love who you will…
Women are marching for 
our reproductive health 
care rights and the right 
to make our own person-
al health decisions.” 

The event began with a blessing led by 
a group of women representing local 
Native American tribes. 

“We remember the generations of all 

women of all races and creeds who had 
the courage to march in the past so we 
could gather and march here today,” said 
Lupe Lopez-Donaghey, a descendant of 
the Otomi/Yaqui tribes.  “We want to 
thank you for including Native Women 
of these lands.” 

Orange County 
Congressmember Katie 
Porter, elected in the his-
toric 2018 midterm elec-
tion, said, “For the fourth 
year now, the Women’s 
March has brought us 
together to create a plat-
form for men and women 
and kids to lift up the voic-
es of everyone who feels 
like they are being silenced 
by this President…When 
we have the courage to 
organize, to speak up, and 
to fight back, we have the 
power to make real change, 

to move our country forward.” 
Porter highlighted the current struggle 

for women’s health and reproductive 
rights. 

“The administration is in court right 
now fighting to take away protections 
for women’s health care,” Porter said. 
“Too many women don’t have access to 
basic reproductive health care. Every 
single day, the administration is trying 
to build those barriers higher and higher. 
And if we don’t fight back, the crisis of 
access is only going to get worse. If we 
don’t fight back, some women are going 
to die. You fight back with your voice 
and you fight back with your vote.” 

Porter cited the energy created by the 
Women’s March as contributing to the 
increasing number of women elected to 
office. These local elected officials were 
called onto the stage. 

Kaelyn Dunnel, a junior at St. 
Margaret’s Episcopal School where she 
is the co-president of the debate team, 
model United Nations, and Save the 

Children Clubs was the final speaker. 
“I’m worried about my future. I’m 

worried that through the small window 
of the classroom door there will come a 
fast, murderous bullet. I worry that there 
will be no future for my children 
because there will be no Earth. I worry 
that the next Maya Angelou or James 
Baldwin will be shot and killed before 
they can write the first word. I worry 
that wearing a tank top might be seen as 
an invitation to invade my body, a body 
that the government is trying to regulate 
and control. And I worry that only a het-
erosexual couple can hold hands in pub-
lic. This is why we march. We are here 
today to stand for what we believe in: 
equity, freedom, and justice,” Dunnel 
said. 

To learn more visit  
www.ocwomensmarch.org. 

 
 

“This is why  
we march.  

We are here  
today to stand  
for what we  
believe in:  

equity, freedom, 
and justice.”


