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Local Families
Reunited
by Jesse La Tour
Forty-one families were recently
reunited at the Fullerton Community
Center thanks to the efforts of a local
non-profit called Ojos de Agua y El
Novillero Unidos. This group, named
after two towns, Ojos de Agua and El
Novillero, in the state of Guanajuato,
Mexico has been working to improve
the lives of the town’s residents for the
past 11 years.
Organizations such as this are not
uncommon in the United States, as
immigrant communities raise money to
improve conditions in their hometowns
in Mexico.
The family reunification event was
held at the Fullerton Community Center
on February 3, and saw the reunification
of families, some of whom had not seen
each other in over 25 years.
“There was one individual who had
not seen his mom for 27 years,” said
Andres Solis, president of the group.
“Everybody at the community center
was crying. Even the workers were crying. It was very emotional.”
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Forty-one families were recently reunited at the Fullerton Community Center thanks to the efforts of
a local non-profit called Ojos de Agua y El Novillero Unidos. Photo by Ahmad Zahra.

COUNCIL APPROVES
BASTANCHURY DEVELOPMENT
Fullerton City Council voted 4-1
(Whitaker “no”) to approve a 33-unit
residential condominium development
on a 2.4-acre site on Bastanchury Road
near Puente at its February 4 meeting.
The property, which will be sold to
Brandywine Homes by the Fullerton
Library Foundation, has a unique history.
In 1996, through community donations, the Fullerton Public Library
Foundation purchased the Bastanchury
Property with the intent that it be used as
a future branch library site. In 1999, the
Foundation deeded the property to the
city of Fullerton with the proviso that
the property be used for public library
purposes.
In the intervening years, the city of
Fullerton made it clear that ongoing
budget constraints would preclude the
building and operation of another fullystaffed branch library.

In 2018, the city offered the land back
to the Library Foundation to sell in order
to benefit the library. All proceeds from
this sale become part of the
Foundation’s Investment Fund that is
used to benefit the Library.
Some residents in the adjacent
President Homes community expressed
concerns over potential noise, traffic,
and safety issues that the Brandywine
development would cause.
Kelly Perkins, who lives in the
President Homes said that Bastanchury
is a heavily traveled road that has a
50mph speed limit.
“Placing a high density building on
this section of Bastanchury seems reckless,” Perkins said. She, along with
other residents asked the developer to
reduce the number of units, include
more parking, and provide a safer
entrance and exit.
Continued on page 3

Concerns Persist About
Hunt Library Proposal Process
In late November of last year, the city
of Fullerton released a Request for
Proposals (RFP) for partners interested
in the revitalization and operation of the
Hunt Branch Library, which has been
closed to the public for over 5 years.
Although the original January RFP
response deadline was extended to
Monday, February 24, the community
group responsible for focusing attention
on the fate of the closed library is asking
that the deadline be extended once again
to allow time for more potential partners
to respond.
The group, Save The Hunt (STH), was
formed to keep the Hunt Library in the

public realm for the community. STH is
also concerned that the striking 1962
building and grounds, which have since
received National Register status, be
properly restored and not overshadowed
by insensitive adjacent development.
Four events primarily contributed to
community alarm over the future of the
Hunt Library which was given as a gift
to Fullerton by Norton Simon, famous
industrialist, philanthropist, and worldacclaimed art collector:
1.) The Library had at one point been
placed on a list of city properties for
potential sale in order to solve the City’s
Continued on page 4

Two Local School
Bond Measures
by Vivien Moreno
In Fullerton, the K-12 public schools
are separated into two school districts.
Both the Fullerton Elementary School
District (FSD) and Fullerton Joint Union
High School District (FJUHSD) have
each placed a facilities bond on the
March 3 primary ballot, known as
Measures J and K, to upgrade and
improve buildings and infrastructure at
each district.
The bonds would be paid back
through property taxes at an annual rate
of $30 per every $100,000 of assessed
property value. If both measures pass
then $60 would be added to annual property taxes for every $100,000 in
assessed value (Assessed property
value determines the amount of property
tax paid, and it is not the same as market
value).
Almost 20 years has passed since the
elementary school district passed a
bond, compared to about 6 years since
the high school district passed Measure I
for almost $150 million dollars in 2014.
Both school districts decided to place
facility bond measures on this year’s primary ballot because polling data indicates that over 55% of the voting community supports investing in school
facilities. California State Proposition
13 for $15 billion dollars in statewide
school bonds is on the March 3 ballot
(this has nothing to do with the property
tax law Proposition 13 from 1978)
addresses the need to offset massive
construction costs that major building
upgrades require. Public schools serve
most of our children and receive state
funding at a per pupil level of $9,000$11,000 a year. This money barely covers salaries, programs, services, and
basic deferred maintenance costs.
Continued on page 3
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Local Families Reunited
Continued from frontpage
something for our community back in
These 42 senior citizens from our hometowns. The needs were great—
Guanajuato were able to come to the US the roads and the schools were in terrible
on temporary visas thanks to a program shape. We thought, ‘What can we do to
from the Mexican government called give back to the community?’” Solis
“Mineros Del Plata” which means explained. “We’ve changed the community big time.”
“Silver Miners.”
Andres’ brother Armando used to be
Under this program, if a person is 60
years or older and hasn’t seen their kids president of the group, but has since
in the United States for more than 10 returned to his hometown and was elected Mayor of Ojos de Agua.
years, the government will
At the community center that
help them obtain a visa.
the organization helped fund in
It was a big undertaking
Ojos de Agua, residents can
Some of
to make the reunion haptake classes that help them
pen, but with the help of
these
job skills to start their
this local non-profit, it was
families had attain
own businesses and obtain
a success.
not seen
local jobs.
The
Governor
of
“In the community center we
each other
Guanajuato and other offibuilt,
we have trade courses
cials, including Fullerton
in over 25
like how to fix cars, how to
City
Councilmember
years.
cook,” Solis said. “I know of
Ahmad Zahra, were in
one person who started their
attendance at the event.
own business because of the
Zahra helped to coordiclasses they took at the comnate and partially sponsor
munity center. And then they
the event.
This family reunification was just one create jobs—that was our goal.”
A main factor in why people migrate
of many efforts that Ojos de Agua y El
Novillero Unidos has organized to help from Mexico to the United States is
economic reasons. Though the Mexican
these communities in Mexico.
Utilizing another government program economy is improving, Solis says that
in Mexico known as “Tres Por Uno,” in wages are still very low compared to the
which the government will match dol- United States.
“Decent pay [in Mexico] is about 60
lars raised by the non-profit, the group
has sponsored reconstruction of roads, bucks a week,” Solis said. “How can
schools, and a community center for the you live on that, especially if you have a
people living in the towns of Ojos de family?”
Solis hopes that his organization will
Agua and El Novillero.
Through their fundraisers, they have help generate jobs to boost the local
also paid for school supplies and blan- economy so that people won’t have to
migrate.
kets for the kids living there.
“The sports complex we’re building
“We’re 11 immigrants from the state
of Guanajuato. In 2008, we got together right now is being built by local workwith family members and decided to do ers—to give them jobs. So our projects
generate jobs down there. And the com-

A local family reunited. Photo by Ahmad Zahra.
plex will bring people from other communities that will support our local businesses. So that’s the goal—to generate
jobs and business,” Solis said.
Immigrating legally from Mexico can
be a difficult and lengthy process. If you
have family members in the United
States who are citizens, you may apply
for a visa, but if you don’t have family,
prospects are nearly impossible, Solis
said.

For the “Silver Miners” the agreement
is that they are only here for 30 days,
and then they have to return home. But
they have the visa for 10 years, and can
return whenever they want to for up to 6
months at a time.
Solis is currently working on another
family reunification event in June.
“It’s a lot of work but I love doing
this. I love helping people. It’s my passion,” he said.

Judge Says Fullerton Officials Must Prove
Local Bloggers Stole Secret Documents
Orange County Superior Court Judge
James Crandall stated on Feb 7 that
Fullerton city officials must prove that
resident Joshua Ferguson and the
Friends for Fullerton’s Future blog stole
secret city hall documents.
Following the publication of files
allegedly illegally downloaded from the
City’s Dropbox account, the city sued
Ferguson.
Initially, the city claimed Ferguson
stole 50 files, but later shortened the list
to 19.
Before the city sued Ferguson and the
blog over the documents, he filed a
California Public Records Act lawsuit

Active Shooter Drill
Story and Photo by Jere Greene
Fullerton Police and Fire, along with
Brea Fire and half a dozen additional
police departments took part in a local
drill on February 5. They were all
involved to practice a Unified
Command exercise involving an active
shooter at EV Free Church located on
Bastanchury Road and Brea Boulevard.
The drill was coordinated by
Lieutenant
Tony
Rios.
Public
Information Officer Sergeant Eric
Bridges allowed me to observe the operations without interfering with the event.

After the morning drill and a lunch
break, a second group of officers and
firefighters repeated the scenario again.
I have been involved in a number of
these exercises and the hands-on experience gained is well worth the effort
required.
Officer Rios did a great job of
addressing all the details involved in
coordinating this type of event. Now a
lieutenant and member of North County
SWAT team, Tony gave me my first
police ride-along for the Mid-April,
2010 issue of the Fullerton Observer.

against Fullerton for allegedly failing to
provide police misconduct records.
The Feb 7 hearing was also on
Ferguson’s anti-Strategic Litigation
Against Public Participation (SLAPP)
court motion, filed by his attorney Kelly
Aviles.
SLAPP lawsuits are usually used to
silence critics through drawn-out litigation, which can bury people under legal
fees.
Crandall expedited the case, noting the
appellate court’s interest in it, and
scheduled both the SLAPP hearing and
the city’s request for injunction to Feb.
27.
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Two Local School Facilities
Bond Measures Continued from frontpage

This vacant lot on Bastanchury will be developed with condos.

Council Approves
Bastanchury Development
Continued from frontpage
concerned that adequate time hadn’t
Mark Miller, the city traffic engineer been taken in order to allow for “buy in”
who signed off on the project, said that a from existing residents in the adjacent
traffic study was done, including at peak neighborhood.
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra, who
times which showed that although trafsupported the project, noted
fic is bad during peak
that he lives in south
times, this development
Fullerton where there’s a lot
would not cause a “signifiProceeds
from
more density.
cant impact” to traffic.
“This has been put
this
sale
Ray Kawase, representtogether
in a thoughtful
ing the Library Foundation
become part
manner—taking
into
said a moderate density
of the
account
impacts
on
the
project was chosen by
Foundation’s
neighborhood
and
the
them, as opposed to high
school,” Zahra said, adding
Investment
density, taking into considthat the new condos will
eration the concerns of the
Fund that is
allow for homeownership
neighborhood.
used to benefit for middle-income families
Duncan Johnson from
the Library.
who often find themselves
the Library Foundation
priced out of the local houssaid, “The most exciting
ing market.
part of this is that we are
Councilmember Jesus
going to be able to provide
Silva
supported the project.
more library services to
“Think
of
the
long term—this will
underserved areas throughout the comallow
younger
families
to move in,”
munity.”
Silva
said.
“We
have
a
declining
enrollMayor Protem Jan Flory, who supment
problem
in
our
schools,
so
I
think
ported the project, said that the Southern
this
may
help.
It
will
benefit
the
econoCalifornia Association of Governments
(SCAG) has recently imposed building my—we’ll have 33 families shopping
standards that ask for 13,000 additional locally.”
Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald also suphousing units in the next 7 years.
ported
the project.
“If we are going to object to every
“I
want
the residents to know that I
housing development that comes before
heard
your
concerns. To my thinking,
us, even a 33-unit, we’re never going to
your
concerns
are being answered in the
get close to that,” Flory said.
way
this
project
is being developed,”
Councilmember Bruce Whitaker, who
Fitzgerald
said.
voted against the project, said he was

Molly McClanahan Retires
from NOCCCD Board of Trustees
Seat will remain vacant until November 2020
Molly McClanahan retired from the
North Orange County Community
College District (NOCCCD) Board of
Trustees which took effect January 31.
Trustee McClanahan was appointed to
the NOCCCD Board in 1995 to represent Area 4, which includes large portions of the city of Fullerton.
At their January 28 meeting, the
Board of Trustees voted to leave Trustee
Area 4 vacant until the general election
in November 2020. Six members will
remain seated on the Board until that
time. NOCCCD will announce the open
Trustee position in spring 2020 with
information on how to run. The filing
period for qualified candidates will be
July 13 to August 7, 2020.
During her tenure, McClanahan participated in the selection of multiple
Chancellors and Presidents for the
District, and was instrumental in the
passing of Bond Measures X and J,
which raised millions of dollars for
upgraded facilities at Cypress College,

Fullerton College, and North Orange
Continuing Education.
Trustee McClanahan was an active
NOCCCD Board Member, serving as
Trustee representative to the Fullerton
Museum Association, the District Audit
Committee, the Fullerton College
Student Health Advisory Committee,
and the District Investment Committee,
among others.

The Fullerton Elementary School funds are not misappropriated; however
District Bond Measure “J” will raise this body cannot determine what proj$198 million over approximately 6 years ects will be built or the timeline of projto be paid back in 30 years. The ect construction. Each district commitFJUHSD (high school district) has a tee is answerable to the school Board of
much larger district area including areas Trustees and their findings are public
of La Habra, La Habra Heights, La record.
Why do we need facilities bonds? The
Mirada, Buena Park and Whittier, and it
is projected to raise over $310 million reality about public school budgets is
dollars with the same payback require- that each of these districts serves over
ments. This will be in addition to paying 13,500 students. Fiscally responsible
back the almost $150 million bond from school districts spend around 80% of the
the 2014 Measure I. Fullerton state and federal funds they receive on
Elementary District finishes paying off staff, which sounds like a salary, benefit,
the last bond it passed in 2002 in 4-5 and pension-heavy budget, and it is,
because not only do teachers directly
years.
What projects are the school districts impact our children in schools, but also
the bus drivers, counselors,
planning to build? With
speech therapists, librarian
large facility project lists,
it is easier to look at the
Modernization technicians, front office
personnel, noon aides, and
projects as FJUHSD
of the schools
classroom aides. The cafeTrustee Marilyn Buchi
lasts for much
teria workers, custodians,
refers to as “rock, gravel,
longer than just plumbers, electricians and
and sand projects.”
other facilities maintenance
FSD’s Measure “J” proone generation
people make the sites safe
poses larger “rock” projof students.
and clean for our children.
ects like the replacement
Education is a serviceof portable classrooms
intense process and if it is
installed in the early
2000s with new two-story buildings successful, our children, grandchildren,
with restrooms and upgraded infrastruc- and our neighbor’s children will be suctures at all 15 elementary schools and cessful and able to open businesses, buy
the 2 K-8 school sites. Two of the junior homes, and responsibly participate in
high schools will build gymnasiums our community in the future. The rest of
with theater capabilities. Smaller “sand the school budget takes about 12% for
and gravel” projects include updated sci- programs and textbooks, and 6% for
ence classrooms, new security fencing administration. That last 2% which turns
and camera infrastructure, new roofs, out to add up to around $750,000 to $1
updated air conditioning, venting, and million dollars a year is reserved for
heating systems, safer traffic drop off deferred facilities maintenance.
After 6 years of studying current high
and pick up zones, modernized libraries,
eating areas, study centers, and technol- school facilities construction costs from
ogy facilities. Computer purchases do the distribution of Measure I, I determined that building one new swimming
not use bond money.
FJUHSD plans to raise an additional pool costs $7.5 million dollars, a new
$310 million with Measure “K” to con- gymnasium building costs $18 million
tinue the project list started in 2014. The and a new theater cost around $35 millast of Measure I bonds will be released lion. Even modernizing classroom
in late March to finish ongoing projects. buildings and updating restrooms cost
The planned new Fullerton Gymnasium over $500,000 each. For any district to
will use current bond and matching state begin to save the money from existing
monies so its construction is not contin- budgets for even one school, let alone all
gent on this new bond passing. The school sites, would take years and ultiDistrict released exactly the same list of mately serve very few students. Taking
2014 proposed projects but added out facility bonds for clearly-stated projPlummer theater upgrades, new second ects that will last 25 years or longer
gymnasiums, new concession stands, serves generations of students and
locker rooms, team rooms, dance rooms, reflects the community’s high priority
new windows, and a final paragraph on safety, educational environment, and
stating “items not listed above.” This provision of a long-term support system
matches a statement by Superintendent for our children so they can thrive and
Dr. Scott Scambray in an October Board grow, then return here to raise their own
meeting, saying that it will be good to children. Modernized, well-kept schools
have money on hand for any projects raise surrounding property values and
that might come up in the future. benefit the culture of a community. For
Artificial turf, running tracks and locked many years both the elementary school
fencing are all included on this list district and the high school district have
which may be found in the sample ballot shared their facilities with the communisent out in January. The last high school ty and even today the fences surroundbond provided money to move and mod- ing the elementary schools are opened
ernize all three of the district stadiums during evenings and weekends for pubwith new seating, artificial turf and lic access. The high school stadiums are
tracks, build new aquatic facilities at now locked during non-school hours to
SHHS, TRHS, and BPHS, a new theater protect the artificial turf and running
at LHHS, theater modernization at tracks from public use.
When a school district has a well
SHHS, BPHS, FUHS, and LHHS, gymnasium upgrades at SHHS, BPHS, thought-out facilities plan and can idenTRHS, and LHHS, library upgrades at tify the larger projects needed to modFUHS, LHHS, and SHHS among many ernize and upgrade school site facilities,
other completed modernization projects. then bond measures are the main way to
Both proposed facilities bonds will support these projects, and the modernnot pay teacher salaries and only allow ization lasts for much longer than just
bond monies to be used on the projects one generation of students and usually
listed in the official ballot writing. much past the time it takes to pay off the
Administration of the facilities bonds bonds themselves. Strong, safe public
includes the creation of separate com- schools serve all the communities’ famimunity oversight committees that meet lies for decades.
3-4 times a year and require that all bond
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES
FEBRUARY 4 MEETING
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of council meetings are
available at www.cityoffullerton.com. City Hall is located at 303 W.
Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

Closed Session: Before every public city council meeting, there is a “closed
session” in which council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the
view of the public. During this closed session, Council met with staff to discuss
negotiations with the Fullerton Firefighters’ Association regarding salaries, benefits,
and working conditions.

Public Comments
Jackie Dennis expressed concern
about Fullerton towing RVs that people
are living in. City Manager Ken Domer
said there are 5 spaces for RVs in the
city’s “safe parking” program, although
some who have shown up do not meet
the requirements of the program. There
is only 1 RV currently in the safe parking program, so there is room for 4
more.
Maggie Lee asked Council to consider
implementing the Community Choice
Energy Program that Irvine has been
looking into. She said it will save both
the consumers and the City money. City
Manager Domer said he is reviewing a
memo on this that will come before
council.

Jensen Hallstrom asked for an update
on the city’s planned “phased tree
removals.” He said he has noticed in certain parks and trails trees that are dead,
dying, or diseased that should be
removed for pubic safety, like the cedars
at Laguna Lake Park. He further asked
that the lumber from removed trees be
repurposed for park furniture. Public
Works Director Meg McWade said there
will be an update on tree removals at a
future meeting.
Bernard thanked council for moving
forward with the recuperative care/navigation center at their last meeting.
Any member of the public may speak
for 3 minutes at a City Council meeting.

New Development on Highland
Council voted 5-0 (with no discussion) to approve the tract map for a new development on 805 and 807 South Highland Avenue for residential condominium purposes, providing for 19 residential townhomes and common areas including private
drives.

The future use of the Hunt Branch Library remains unknown.

Concerns Persist About
Hunt Library Proposals Process
Continued from frontpage
financial woes. It has since been
removed from that list.
2.) Several Council members stated
that they were open to private purchase
of the library by the neighboring church,
Grace Ministries International (GMI),
who purchased the neighboring site, the
former Hunt Industries headquarters.
3.) In 2018 the City Council considered a move to wrest the governance of
the municipal library system from the
sitting Library Board of Trustees, which,
though ultimately unsuccessful, did
result in a change in the city’s library
ordinance.
4.) The abrupt closure of the Library in
2012 and subsequent lease to a private
institution, GMI, at a below-market rate
of $1,500 per month for over 10,000
square feet in an iconic mid-century
building.
Fortunately, a spirited effort was made
in 2018 to design a process that could
fund a revival of the Hunt Branch. The
City was pressured into forming a special Library Ad Hoc Committee, who
gathered an enormous amount of information under a very short deadline.
Their final report to the City Council
suggested that the City release an RFP to
the community to develop interest in
partnering with an organization that
could provide funding for a library or
provide programming in literacy, arts,
culture, or education. In accordance with
community wishes, they specifically
recommended against private institutional or commercial use.

Programming Purpose

Career Technical Education Month: Michael Lee and Tonya Watkins
from the North Orange County Regional Occupational Program (ROP) discussed
the work they do in providing career training in technical classes for thousands of
students locally. Mayor Fitzgerald gave a proclamation declaring February Career
Technical Education month. To learn more visit www.nocrop.org.

Agenda Forecast
The next Fullerton City Council meeting is Tuesday, February 18. Items on
the agenda include: Homeless Plan
Committee’s Strategic Plan for
Addressing
Homelessness,
2020
Fireworks Sales, Speed Hump Policy,
Fullerton Municipal Code Update Flood
Zone Development, Hillcrest Park
Parking, License Agreement with
Raytheon Company, Main Library
Chiller Unit Repair, New Flooring for
Fire Stations 2,3, and 4, Personnel
Management System Changes.

Agenda items for the Tuesday, March
3 city council meeting include: Code
Enforcement Policy and Procedures,
City Council Personal Devices and
Accounts Policy, Amendment to
Bushala Brothers, Inc. for Lease at
Fullerton
Transportation
Center,
Establishment of Program Criteria for
Implementation of a Mills Act Program,
Committee Personal Devices Policy.
To find agendas and watch meetings
online visit www.cityoffullerton.com.

While the City’s RFP allows for nonprofits and literacy, arts and education
uses, it also allows for for-profit organizations and even entrepreneurial, business, and workforce development programs. Save The Hunt hopes that the
partner chosen by the city will provide
for a use that is more in line with the Ad
Hoc Committee's recommendations.

Capital vs. Operational
Funding and the Need
for Publicity
Save the Hunt is also very concerned
that many potential partners remain
unaware of the RFP issued by the City.
Without extensive outreach to arts and
literacy organizations, only businesses
who stay in touch with municipal RFP
offerings will see the RFP. The City has
expressed its hope that the community
will spread the word about the opportunity, but the city should still make an
extensive effort of its own to further
publicize the RFP.
The City’s inclusion of a $2.5 million
capital improvements grant from the
State of California as integral to the RFP
has attracted for-profit builders interested in repairing the facility, but may have
intimidated suitable nonprofits from
submitting responses. Save The Hunt
suggests an option of separating the capital construction management aspect of
the RFP from the nonprofit programming and operations purpose in order to
attract more not-for-profit respondents.
This option could attract more suitable
offers than those proposed by entities
who might include a small amount of
cultural and literacy programming,
doing so primarily to qualify for a large
commercial development.

Partner Selection
The RFP states that an evaluation
panel will be formed at some point to
make a recommendation to the City
Council. Although the City technically
owns the library, the Library Board of
Trustees governs most library issues.
The board at present is not included in
the partner selection process, although it
has requested that it be allowed to participate. The City should also consider
drawing on the experience of the Ad Hoc
Committee in this process.
To learn more, call the City at (714)
738-6317 or Save The Hunt at (714)
729-3019 or visit SaveTheHunt.com.
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WATER UPDATE:
PFAS and the Cost of Cleanup
out of service, provide treatment, or
notify their customers in writing.”
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra hosted Markus said that as more wells are testhis second “Let’s Talk Water” meeting ed, he estimates that 71 wells could
on February 8 since he replaced exceed the new response levels, effectCouncilmember Whitaker as Fullerton’s ing 11 water systems, including
representative to the Orange County Fullerton.
When tested in May, August, and
Water District (OCWD) last year .
Zahra invited OCWD General October 2019, Fullerton’s Well 3A at the
Manager, Mike Markus, Fullerton’s main plant in Anaheim was below the
Director of Public Works, Meg combined 70 ppt threshold, hovering
McWade,
and
Fullerton’s around 65 ppt. Since the new RL took
Representative to the Metropolitan effect, well 3A has been shut down due
Water District (MWD), Adan Ortega to to PFOA detection ranging from 16 to
discuss the impacts to Fullerton’s water 19 ppt and PFOS detections between 46
production and delivery system as a and 48 ppt. Test results and on-going
result of the recently-lowered response updates can be found on the City of
levels (RL) for the pollutant PFAS Fullerton’s website: www.cityoffullerannounced by the State Water Resources ton.com/gov/departments/public_works/
water_system/water_quality/pfas_updat
Control Board.
PFOA and PFOS are 2 out of 5,000 e.asp.
Markus
discussed
chemicals
collectively
options for removing the
referred to as PFAS, present
chemicals down to nonin groundwater and elseUp to 71 wells
detectable levels at the
where, which have received
point of extraction using
much attention lately as
could exceed
granulated activatpotentially harmful to
the new response either
ed carbon in 12 feet wide
human health.
levels for PFAS, by 16 feet high tanks or
PFOA and PFOS are
effecting 11
using an ion exchange
long-lingering manmade
resin. Reverse osmosis is
chemicals previously used
local water
not a feasible option as
in firefighting foams, fast
systems,
there would be no means
food containers, non-stick
including
to dispose of the resultcookware, waterproofing,
Fullerton.
ing stream of brine conand even dental floss,
centrate containing the
among other products that
extracted chemicals.
are no longer produced in
OCWD is ahead of the
the U.S., according to
curve. They are already testing 4 differMarkus.
The State Water Board’s media release ent carbon and 4 different resin extracexplains, “Exposure to PFOA and PFOS tion systems in Anaheim. In October, the
can cause adverse health effects, includ- OCWD board also approved hiring a
ing harm to a developing fetus or infant, consultant to determine where to locate
immune system and liver effects, and the treatment systems that they plan to
cancer.” However, Markus stated that install over the next 2 to 4 years.
In November the OCWD board
there is a “Lack of information on what
the health effects are on the human approved sharing the cost of the PFAS
water treatment systems and about half
body,” as it is “being studied.”
Markus explained that OCWD man- of the Operations and Maintenance of
ages the water basin that serves 2.5 mil- the systems (up to $75 per acre foot),
lion people within 19 water agencies. among all 19 water agencies in the disFullerton is one of those agencies and it trict, to lessen the financial burden on
pumps 77% of its water from the basin the 11 agencies affected by PFAS. The
price of pumping water from the basin
and purchases the rest from MWD.
There are 200 wells within the basin. will likely increase by $40 to $50 per
Only 3 of the 53 wells that have been acre-foot but would still be much less
tested for PFAS over the last year than purchasing water from MWD.
The board hopes to recover the cost of
showed levels that exceeded the previous response level of 70 ppt (parts per cleanup through legal means as well as
trillion). Based on the new response lev- grant funding. The California Attorney
els of 10 ppt for PFOA and 40 ppt for General may sue Dupont, the inventor of
PFOS, there are now 42 wells requiring PFAS, as other states have done and
water systems “to take the water source won. Markus said OCWD is also lobbyby Jane Rands

DENTURES OR DENTAL IMPLANTS?
For decades, dentures have been the standard replacement for missing teeth.
Modern denture technology has improved to the point where custom-fit dentures, made of various materials, can look and feel exactly like natural teeth.
However, times are changing, and both patients and dentists have come to view
dental implants as their first choice for tooth replacement. Although implants
may cost more initially, they can last a lifetime and don’t have to be removed to
be refitted or cleaned. Indistinguishable from natural teeth, dental implants also
will not slip or move, which provides patients with more confidence when talking and eating. Once fully healed, dental implants allow for a normal diet and
routine without any special considerations.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092
www.paulnelsondental.com
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recent water rate increase, to fund reactivation of an MWD connection on the
east side of Fullerton that has been deactivated for 40 years.
McWade said she anticipates it will
cost about $5 million more per year for
Fullerton to purchase additional imported water and $10.9 million in capital
improvements. To recover these
increased costs, a rate increase (beyond
those already approved by City Council
in 2019 for the next 4 years) would have
to go through a Cost of Service Study.
She estimated an increase of roughly
$126 per connection per year.
Alternatively, water conservation
could lower the amount of water purOCWD General Manager Mike Markus chased and reduce some of the rate
increase. In addition, McWade agreed
ing the state legislature for $500 million
that any cost recovery (through lawstatewide for PFAS cleanup in a prosuits) from parties responsible for the
posed Water or Climate Resiliency bond.
pollution could be used to defray rate
Additionally, wastewater treatment in
increases in the future, but would not be
the upper watershed could lower PFAS
distributed as rebates directly to ratepaylevels in the basin, as they have been
ers.
detected in run-off from sources
Ortega said that there are no home
upstream in the Santa Ana River.
water filters recommended to remove
Until the water treatment systems are
PFAS. Manufacturers are hesitant to
in place, cities such as Fullerton can purensure effectiveness because it depends
chase replacement water directly from
on the user changing the filter as recomMWD.
mended. Similarly, home reverse osmoMcWade said that since well 3A was
sis may not always have enough prestaken offline due to PFAS, Fullerton has
sure to remove the contaminant.
not purchased additional water from
Ortega suggested that the Santa Ana
MWD. Because water demands are
Watershed Project Authority
lower in the winter,
might provide some funding.
Fullerton has been able to
Zahra plans to apply for
pump enough additional
Exposure
grants allocated to disadvanwater from other wells to
taged communities in conto PFAS
make up for the loss. If
junction with neighboring
can cause
more wells go offline as a
cities. He said Orange
result of further testing that
adverse
County is perceived as havfinds more PFAS contamihealth effects ing no disadvantaged areas,
nation, Fullerton would
but there are “pockets” like
according to
have to purchase water
his City Council District
the State
from MWD at about double
28,000 people live. He
the cost of water produced
Water Board. where
said that is about the same
through pumping locally.
size as areas recognized as
PFAS isn’t the only con“disadvantaged” in the
taminant Fullerton’s water
Central Valley.
utility is dealing with. The north part of
Markus said there is potential legislathe groundwater basin, from which
tion for the EPA to set the Maximum
Fullerton pumps water, is being studied
Contaminant Level for PFAS within the
for a potential superfund site designation
next 2 years which would allow OCWD
by the Environmental Protection Agency
to apply for Superfund status and
to help clean up the volatile organic
receive additional help. He is also workcompound (VOC) plume moving
ing with the state legislature to change
through
the
north
basin.
the process by which RLs are set by the
(www.epa.gov/superfund/orange-counCA state Division of Drinking Water.
ty-north-basin) Fullerton currently
Zahra agreed and said the timing
blends water from different wells to
impacts existing plans. He asked for a
reduce the VOCs to safe levels, and the
“more orderly” process. McWade said
blending plan could be affected if some
that if Fullerton had known 3 years earwells are taken offline due to PFAS.
lier it could have been “built it into their
Fullerton’s Infrastructure and Natural
plan.”
Resources
Advisory
Committee
For more information go to
(INRAC) has reviewed and approved
www.waterboards.ca.gov/press_room/p
shifting a portion of funds initially alloress_releases/2020/pr02062020_pfoa_p
cated for reservoir rehabilitation in the
fos_response_levels.pdf.

The DOWNTOWN Report

Page 6 OBSERVER

MID FEBRUARY

2020

by Mike Ritto AllMedia@sbcglobal.net © 2020

ROADS SCHOLARS
It finally happened. Hearing so many
times that “The City doesn’t care about
our streets and does nothing to fix
them” led to getting a ton of info from
those who are schooled in street engineering and repairs. We do seem to have
more uneven roads than most can recall,
and we do have many streets that need
complete re-paving. Lets see if we can
get to the bottom of the pothole.

Downtown
Santa Fe west of Harbor and the alley
just to the north were once about the
worst in our entire downtown, but years
ago the area was turned into a hotbed of
restaurant commerce and of course a
large parking structure was built where
the “Orange Juice Factory” was. Harbor
was taken down to the base and redone
decades ago and shows some surface
wear but it seems OK. As you have
already noticed, some areas have been
patched a number of times, some are in

Never Missed an Issue

need of more than patching, as they are now down to the dirt, or more accurately,
the sand base below the asphalt. You can request pothole and other repair needs by
emailing CIP@cityoffullerton.com.

Forward
What areas have already been
repaired? There is just too much to list
everything here, but completed street
paving projects on major/arterial streets
over the past two years include:
Chapman Ave: Commonwealth to
Placentia and Acacia to State College.
State College Blvd: Commonwealth
to southerly City Limits-Orangethorpe
Raymond
Ave:
Elm
to
Commonwealth
Acacia Ave: Commonwealth to
Orangethorpe

Lucille Ritto never lived in Fullerton,
yet she gave birth to her son in Fullerton
while living on an orange ranch in La
Habra “Because that’s where the nearest
hospital was.” Though in her 90s, she
still had the youthful enthusiasm of a kid
when the dog barked and she heard the
mail hit the box. She read every edition
of The Observer, often more than once.
Reading books, magazines, and newspapers, watching classic movies and identifying every single cast member, star or
bit player, and looking forward to family
events became her passions.
When you witness your own Mother
become the matriarch of a strong and
diverse family, established in California

Photo Quiz
QUESTION:
Last issue: We
skipped the photo
last time due to
space restraints, so
we now have the
answer
to
the
January question,
which
was
Panorama Point, off
Skyline Drive (at
right).

Local/Residential Streets
These may be the ones that most are concerned with, since we all want our own
streets to be repaved or at least repaired. The vast majority of these projects also
involved water and/or sewer improvements.
Rolling Hills area: Rolling Hills Drive, Brea Blvd, Evergreen and Lark Ellen
Fender Ave: State College to Placentia Avenue
Malvern Ave: Richman to Malvern
Wilshire Ave: Woods to Acacia
And every cul-de-sac in my neighborhood near Acacia has been slurry coated.

Planned Improvements
This information is perhaps the most
sought after: “When are they going to
fix my street and ones near me!?” There
are many funded projects coming up,
and some of the major ones include:
Maple, Brea Blvd, Chapman, Orange,
Commonwealth, Raymond, Jacaranda,
Loma Alta, Basque, Euclid, Santa
Fe/Princeton, Brookhurst and slurry seal
in the southwest area of Fullerton this
Summer/Fall. Other areas are being
studied and additional projects will be
determined. Some of the funding is from

revenue received through sale of city
property, additional funding of $4.8 million is being used for pavement rehabilitation, curb and gutter repairs, curb
ramps, sidewalk repairs, project design,
inspection, testing and other work.
Here are two links that you can use to
find related information:
www.cityoffullerton.com/gov/departments/public_works/cip/default.asp
www.cityoffullerton.com/gov/departments/public_works/infrastructure_asse
t_review.asp

in the mid 1840’s, building a successful
business and a wonderful home, all
taken by fire in the San Francisco earthquake, you better be ready to take on
that mantle at some point if the light
shines on you. Sure enough, she eventually did just that, taking care of the next
three generations.
Sadly, she recently left us, after a long
and happy life, leaving a legacy of kids,
grandkids, and great grandkids. She
shared her love of newspapers with her
husband Syd, who had a decades long
career with a number of Southern
California newspapers. We are saddened
by your passing Mom, and we will miss
you, Lucille.

This
issue:
Where is this magnificent downtown
dome located (at
right)?
Send your answer
to Mike at
AllMedia
@sbcglobal.net
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“INTERNATIONAL BREAKFAST” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

Jill Riley with Chad Hammitt and Superintendent Bob Pletka.

LADERA VISTA TEACHER AWARDED
TEACHER OF THE YEAR
Jill Riley, a dance teacher at Ladera
Vista Junior High School of the Arts, has
been awarded the Region 11 California
League of Middle Schools Teacher of
the Year. Ms. Riley was nominated for
her devotion and dedication to her six
dance classes and particularly her integration of students receiving Special
Education Services with her general
dance students.
“Jill Riley is an incredible educator
who works tirelessly for all her students.
She provides all levels of students with
the opportunity to grow and thrive,”
stated William Lynch, Principal at
Ladera Vista Junior High School of the
Arts.

This award is granted to a teacher who
exemplifies educational excellence and
has made significant efforts to implement elements of educational reform.
As the nominee selected to represent
Region 11, which includes Los Angeles
and Orange Counties, Ms. Riley will
subsequently be honored at the
California League of Schools Middlelevel and Teaching with Technology
Conferences to be held in Sacramento,
California in March.
At this conference, Ms. Riley will be
competing for the California League of
Schools Educator of the Year.

Troop 97 Pancake Breakfast March 7
Come out for a delicious breakfast served by the Boy Scouts from Fullertonʼs
Troop 97 on Saturday, March 7 from 7am - 10am, rain or shine. Find them at
Morningside Presbyterian Church at the corner of Raymond Ave and Dorothy Lane.
This annual Pancake Breakfast, featuring all-you-can-eat pancakes, sausage, eggs
and beverages for a $7 donation, has been happening for 56 years. Proceeds from
the pancake breakfast help fund replacing camping equipment as well as offsetting
costs for a summer camp experience. Troop 97, which started in 1963, is always
striving to continuously provide a solid Scouting program for this community and
has promoted over 130 boys to the rank of Eagle.

ACROSS
1. 1201, to Romans
5. Main artery
10. Prefix with graph or legal
14. Reason for postponement
15. Online hardware offering?
16. And others, for short
17. Egg dish
20. Chosen
21. Italian ice cream
22. Speaker, abbr.
23. Birthplace of seven U.S.
presidents
24. Round bread
29. What Elon Musk drives,
presumably
30. Med. Scan
31. Half man-half goat, to Romans
33. Everyday article

DOWN
1. Staph bacterium, abbr.
2. ___ Crunch (cereal)
3. Bye, in Bologna
4. Baseball divisions
5. It's capital is Vienna
6. Miscellany
7. Crucifix
8. Singer Waits
9. What a toddler might give in
affection
10. Remove a sticker, say
11. "___ boy!"
12. "Round and Round" heavy
metal band
13. Anyone born on August 22 is ___
18. As a whole
19. Norse explorer Erikson
23. Harbinger
24. Set of principles
25. "Do you ___ a hand?"
26. Reddish brown dye

34. Bed-and-breakfast
35. Coll. in Los Angeles
36. Calf-length skirt
38. Late columnist Landers
39. Wading birds
42. Pork product
45. "Scram!"
46. Yorkshire river
47. "Green Eggs and Ham"
protagonist
50. Farm resource board game
54. Sweet, thin griddle dish
56. Rapper Loc
57. Chew the scenery
58. Pub order
59. Epithet
60. Bounded along
61. ___ good example
27. Me too?
28. Latin term for divine power
29. 24-hr. banking convenience
32. Fraternity letters
34. "What's ___ for me?"
37. Person in the know
38. "She's not ___ in distress!"
39. "___ my arm on the oven door."
40. Early computer language
41. Smallish glaciers
43. Super berry
44. Negativity scandal?
47. Retired fleet
48. Missing from the Marines, say
49. Waiter's handout
50. Each
51. Merle Haggard's
"___ From Muskogee"
52. Mardi Gras follower
53. "The Thin Man" dog
55. Medical provider grp
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EDUCATION NEWS

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board
information available by calling 714-870-2800
or visiting www.fjuhsd.net
The February 4 FJUHSD board meeting opened with the Board honoring the
District’s Career Technical Education
(CTE) programs, teachers, and students
under the theme, “Celebrate Today, Own
Tomorrow.” They passed a resolution
declaring February to be CTE month
and highlighted a few of the exceptional
CTE pathways available in the district.
This year the trustees highlighted
American sign language and early childcare and development programs among
others.
PTA Fullerton Council Co-President,
Christy Carter announced that the PTA
Council had voted to support both
Fullerton Elementary School District
Bond Measure “J” and FJUHSD’s Bond
Measure “K”. This support aligns with
PTA’s mission to positively impact the
lives of all children and they believe
these measures will help provide all students with a safe learning environment
and facilities to keep pace with 21st centuries opportunities.
Calendar Changes?
The Board had a disjointed discussion
about cutting meetings from the 2020
calendar. Due to the changes in the current meeting schedule, an increasing
amount of their public business seems to
be conducted through internal memos.
This tends to cause some confusion and
conveys an increased a lack of transparency, but it gets public meetings over
quickly.
One argument for cutting meetings is
the difficulty site Principals face attending so many meetings, but their attendance is not mandatory for the Board to
conduct its business, which is supposed
to be done in a public setting. Dr. Jeng
commented they can call emergency
meetings as needed. Of course, they can
also just share another memo.
Next Generation Science
Standard e-curriculum
The new NGSS (Next Generation
Science Standards) were released by the
State last year. These new standards
realign the sciences of ag-bio and chem,
biology, geology, chemistry and physics
with the Common Core State Standards.

This is important because of a state-wide
science assessment given to 5th, 8th, and
11th graders in the district.
Teachers Sara Velarde and Aaron Eide
said that this past year over 70 district
science teachers approved a single curriculum for college preparatory and honors level science courses. The new curriculum, STEMscopes, allows for
optional updates from 1 to up to 6 years.
Samples of the curriculum are available
to see at the FJUHSD office of
Education Services. Call (714) 8702840 for more information.
Dr. Sylvia Kaufman, Assistant
Superintendent of Education, emphasized that adoption of STEMscopes
impacts regular program science courses. Advanced Placement (AP) and IB
science courses are determined by the
International Baccalaureate and the
College Board respectively, so this new
curriculum impacts how well students
are prepared to take the advanced courses. AP and IB science teachers may
access the new curriculum to share
aspects with their students.
Trustee Klatzker asked about AP and
IB compatibility with the new curriculum and was told that teachers can utilize any part to supplement their course,
but it will not replace the standing
advanced
curriculums.
President
Montoya thanked the teachers for all
their hard work. None of the trustees
asked about English language accessibility or special education adaptability. I
found out from the teachers that there
are ways to modify the reading levels
and lessons to make it accessible to
more students, but the program does not
have strong English language student
access.
Dr. Kaufman informed the Trustees
that after Board approval, teachers
throughout the district will be trained
before the end of this current school year
in preparation for fall 2020 implementation.
FJUHSD will then have three major
areas where all the high schools are
using the same curriculum model:
English language arts, mathematics, and
now physical sciences (geology, chemistry, physics, and biology). Teachers
will still have the ability to supplement
instructional material as they see fit.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES
by Jan Youngman
Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,
1401 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton.
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400
Measure J: FSD School Bond:
During the last 12 years, FSD has experienced a cut of 25% in California
Education funding.
Funding: Yet, the District continues
to develop unique programs and expand
the use of technology in all the schools
throughout the District. Fullerton was
the first school district west of the
Mississippi to institute a 1 to 1 laptop
program where students had personal
laptops or iPads 24/7. The District
installed connectivity in our schools. Art
programs were not eliminated, but
expanded. The District created and
expanded STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math) programs in all
the schools. Teachers are provided with
continual new training in STEM and
other educational areas. These outstanding programs are taught in aging classrooms and facilities that were built
between the 1950s and the 1960s. They
are in great need of modernization. Pipes
& roofs need to be fixed. Currently our
schools are funded at the dollar equivalent of 2008 funding. Dr. Pletka praised
the District parents for all the fundraising they do to provide programs for the
students. He described the various
school foundations as a “heartwarming”
example of how parents step up to provide programs for children including
often funding field trips.
2020 Census: The District has
stressed the importance of the U.S.
Census for school funding. Schools are
informing this importance to all staff,
parents, and particularly to their immigrant communities on how it benefits
their children and the many educational
programs available to them. It should
also be noted that all information provided in the census is confidential and
not shared with any other department.
Reorganization of the Board for
2020: Board President: Jeanette
Vazquez; Vice President: Hilda
Sugarman; Clerk: Beverly Berryman;
Secretary: Dr. Robert Pletka.
CSEA: FSD has been recognized as a
top workplace in O.C. for 4 years in a
row. Staff has received positive feedback for the new rehydration stations at
schools where students can refill their
water bottles.
FETA (Teachers Union): District
Staff & FETA are meeting with each
school site leadership team in order to
strengthen the relevance and the role of
the site leadership team. For example,
District support staff and individual
school staff have held meetings to discuss “at risk” student behavior and possible strategies for teachers to work with
these students.
The District has approved tentative
agreement with FETAS (teachers) and
FSMA (FSD Management Team) for
2020. Staff announced that the District’s
1st Interim Financial Report has Positive
Certification.
Recognitions
National Blue Ribbon Schools: Acacia
& Robert C. Fisler Schools
Apple Distinguished Schools: Robert
C. Filsler, Valencia Park School
California Distinguished Schools:
Acacia, Laguna Road, and Fisler
Schools
Fullerton Pop Warner JV Titans,

Junior Varsity Division Winners were
recognized
Pathways of Hope Holiday Program
Report: In cooperation with the
Fullerton Assistance League, 533
Fullerton Households with over 2,000
students were provided with 4,000
meals. Clothing vouchers were provided
by the Fullerton Assistance League.
2018/2019 Audit Report: A representative from Nigro & Nigro presented the
audit report: He stated the report was a
“Clean Audit Opinion” with no findings.
Review Attendance Calendar for
2021-2022: Dr. Pletka was waiting for a
meeting with the Fullerton High School
District to look at the proposed calendar.
FSD are still unhappy with the early
August start that the FHS District
demands, since elementary students are
often still on vacation, plus the cost of
air conditioning is greater then. The
Board asked the Superintendent to
request the formation of a committee
that would include FSD to discuss the
schedule.
California Dashboard Report: FSD
shows significantly higher growth in
ELA (English Language Learners)
which grew at faster rates especially in
math. Schools have been providing
greater math support with new programs. Foster and homeless population
scores also improved.
Student Bullying: Staff feels that suspension does not work. Staff needs to
look at what active steps to take instead
of suspending the student, and what
active steps are needed to change student behavior and to help students cope
with difficult situations.
Neighborhood Concerns: Several
people attended the recent school board
meeting to express their objection to the
solar panels placement at Beechwood
School. Several strongly objected to
how they were located near their homes
and resulted in blocked views from their
homes. They said that they had met last
year with the District regarding the panels’ location and felt that the District
ignored their concerns. They complained that the panels’ location near
their homes was unacceptable and
requested that the District explore relocating the panels. Another homeowner
said that they were never informed about
the location of the solar panels and
requested that trees be planted.
Apparently, trees had been the problem
location before, but were chopped down
by the installers. A third resident
showed pictures of the solar structures
that they could see from their living
room & kitchen. They claimed that the
placement of the solar panels were ruining their views and the value of their
home.
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FEATURED PET

by Francine

by Katie, 8th Grade

Girls in Cyberpatriot,
Why Not?
The CyberPatriot season for middle There were a lot
school students in Fullerton has ended of commands to
and despite having zero background in understand and
cyber defense, our all-girls team had a many concepts and programs to learn
strong finish in the prelims earning us a such as Linux, Ubuntu, and Cisco. The
spot in the semifinals (state competi- classes transitioned into practice
rounds where we mantion). Cyberpatriot is
aged all the vulnerabili"the National Youth
ties (such as viruses) to
Education Program crekeep our network secure.
ated by the Air Force
Our all-girls
Finally, we competed in
Association to inspire Kteam had a
two preliminary rounds
12 students towards a
strong finish
wherein the top 50%
career
in
within the state would
cybersecurity...at the core
in the prelims,
compete in the semifinal
of the program is the
earning us a
for a spot to represent
National Youth Cyber
spot in the
California
in
the
Defense Competition,
semifinals.
Nationals. A misunderthe nation's largest cyber
standing
occurred
defense competition that
If we can do it,
wherein
initial
notificaputs high school and
any girl out
tion from the program
middle school students in
there can!
coordinator did not have
charge of securing a virour team in the list of
tual network." (us.cybersemifinalists, only to be
patriot.org)
told days before the state
I learned about the program through our school, where competition that we actually had a
Cyberpatriot is one of the clubs that strong finish in the prelims.
Our team decided not to compete in
students could join. We formed teams
of up to six students per team. Ours the state level due to lack of preparawas an all-girls team who were eager to tion. Nevertheless, we learned somelearn and explore the field of cyber thing that made us all happy—if we
security but had no background in the were able to do it with zero backfield. Everything that we learned in the ground, any girl out there can! See you
after-school Thursday classes held in next season!
Troy High School was very new to us.

Meet Tinsley!
Tinsley is an 8-year old who
shockingly looks like a character
in the new TV series “The
Mandalorian”— Baby Yoda! This
chihuahua mix arrived at OC
Animal Care with an injured leg
and is on the road to recovery.
Tinsley is currently looking for a
forever home that is quiet with lots
of toys, treats, a cozy bed, and
someone who will take her for
daily walks. She may be a little
shy at first, but with some love,
she comes out of her shell. Come
meet Tinsley now at OC Animal
Care in Tustin, California.
www.ocpetinfo.com.

TRIVIA By Genevieve, 8th Grade
What You Might Not Know
About Presidents Day
To celebrate the birthday of America’s first leader, here are a few interesting
facts about Presidents' Day.
1. Presidents Day is the celebration of George Washington’s birthday, although
it doesn’t always fall on the exact date. This is because although his birthday is on
February 22, the holiday is celebrated on the 3rd Monday in February, to give
workers and students a 3-day weekend.
2. Because Abraham Lincoln’s birthday is near George Washington’s, many
states celebrate the two events together on Presidents Day.
3. Now, Presidents Day is often seen as a celebration of all presidents.
Sources:
•www.cnn.com/2016/02/15/politics/presidents-day-history-washington-birthday/index.html
•www.softschools.com/facts/holidays/presidents_day_facts/157/

NATIONAL REMEMBRANCE
by Alexandria, 9th grade

National Love Your Pet Day

Francine and her all-girls team competing in CyberPatriot.

WHAT’S TRENDING

The most popular pet in America is a
dog, at 40%. The second most popular
are cats, at 25%.
The five main reasons Americans are
grateful for their pets are because their
pet gives them unconditional love,
comforts them, makes them look forward to going home, helps them
become a more loving person, and
teaches them to be more patient. If you
are a pet owner and are grateful for your
pet, then this holiday is perfect for you.
February 20 is National Love Your Pet

Day. To celebrate this eventful day, you
can take your pet on a road trip and
spend time with them. The trip could be
as simple as merely just taking your pet
on a walk around the neighborhood. If
you don't have a pet, you can celebrate
this event by adopting one. You can
adopt a pet from a shelter or organization in your area.
Source:
www.nationaltoday.com/nationallove-pet-day/

by Irene, 8th grade

Coronavirus
The first case of the coronavirus was
reported in Wuhan, China on December
31, 2019. Ever since, coronavirus cases
have only been increasing, and this virus
has become a worldwide epidemic.
Death toll has passed 1,000, and over
40,000 have been infected with the virus
globally (cnn.com/10Feb2020). Centers
for Disease Control reports as of Feb 14,
2020 there are 15 people in the US who
have been diagnosed with Coronavirus.
In response to this epidemic, thousands of people rushed to buy face
masks. And as a result of stockpiling in
the U.S. stores all across the country
have sold out of surgical masks. The

World Health Organization has warned
of a global shortage of face masks and
protective suits, and asked that medical
practitioners be given priority in the use
of surgical masks over those who may
be inappropriately using these personal
protective equipment.
CDC says there is risk to healthcare
workers caring for patients in and for
other close contacts of patients with the
virus but the risk in the US to the general
public is considered low at this time.
For more up to date information visit
the Centers for Disease Control at
www.cdc.gov or the World Health
Organization at www.who.int.

19TH ANNUAL NEW MUSIC FESTIVAL
by Mateo Sauceda, 6th grade
If you are a music lover, you are probably going to think this event has a nice
tone to it. The 19th Annual New Music Festival is coming to the Meng Concert
Hall at CalState Fullerton on February 26 at 8pm. You can listen to some amazing
musical performances from some new musicians. If that is not a good date for
you, do not worry. The event goes through March 1. Do not forget you can always
go to New Music Festival - School of Music CSUF for more information.
There will be a new group of musicians every day in that time period. One of
them is the Brightwork music group who will perform on Feb 26. It was founded
in 2013 by a pianist named Aron Kallay with the aim of gathering the next generation of musicians in SoCal to show what they can do by putting on exciting performances. This is just one of the groups, and they may be one of the most inspiring. Interested in the 19th Annual New Music Festival? Keep 10 dollars in your
pocket, and enjoy the show.
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Designed by architect Thornton M. Abell of Los Angeles, the CSUF Art Building/Center opened in 1970.

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2019

A Driving Tour of
Fullerton’s Mid-Century
Modern Buildings
More often than not, cityscapes are come up with $200.” The plans were
dominated by a contrasting variety of designs that Jones and Emmons had crearchitectural styles. As a photographer, ated earlier for Eichler. The local buildI’ve always been interested in looking at ing firm of Pardee-Phillip took up the
the different types of buildings around challenge and constructed over one hunFullerton. When I was researching his- dred Eichler homes for what was called
toric buildings on the Fullerton Heritage the Fullerton Grove development.
Shulman photographed the Forever
website, I came across a driving tour of
Fullerton’s mid-century modern build- Houses in phases as they were conings, sponsored by the Fullerton Public structed, shooting both interior and exterior views. The photoLibrary and Fullerton
graphs promoted not only
Heritage.
the houses, but also a
Back in 2009, the
Fullerton
Museum
Julius Shulman, new modernist lifestyle
for California homeownCenter had an exhibit
one of the
ers. Advertised as the
called
“Forever
top architectural “Forever House” model,
Fullerton:
Julius
the aluminum, glass,
Shulman,” which feaphotographers
steel,
and
masonry
tured some of the photoof the 20th
dwellings sold from
graphs taken on Julius
century made
$12,950 to $19,500 for
Shulman’s many visits
many visits to
the deluxe model, requirto Fullerton. Shulman
ing a $1,250 to $2,000
was one of the leading
Fullerton to
down payment (with litarchitectural photographotograph
or no down payment
phers of the 20th centubusinesses, schools, tle
for veterans). The archiry. He made several visand homes.
tects offered seven floor
its to the city of
plans for the three and
Fullerton to photograph
four bedroom homes that
businesses, schools, and
featured floor-to-ceiling
homes, documenting
new modernist buildings, which, at that fireplaces and glass walls, along with
time were just being constructed. color-coordinated kitchens and bathSeveral of these buildings are now high- rooms, birch cabinets, sliding glass
doors, and an electronic weather control
lighted on the driving tour.
After printing out the driving tour system. Eichler homes were noted for
pamphlet, I looked at photographs of the their simple, plain facades, few winForever Houses, located south of dows, flat roofs and carpets situated
Valencia, between Richman and Euclid. front and center.
My first destination on the driving
I learned that in 1954, developer Joseph
Eichler convinced his two major archi- tour was Nicolas Junior High School,
tects, A. Quincy Jones and Frederick E. located at 1101 W. Olive Avenue. I was
Emmons, to appear on the “House that a Parks Junior High student, but back in
Home Built” segment of the NBC Home sixth grade when I was part of the band
television show that came on daily after I would go to Nicolas for concerts. In
the Today Show from 1954 to 1957. On high school, I remember earning comthe TV show, according to the pamphlet, munity service hours at Nicholas by
“Jones and Emmons offered to create cleaning windows. This junior high
house plans for any developer that could school has some interesting architecture

and history. According to the driving
tour pamphlet, by the 1950s, “Fullerton
was growing and there was a need for
additional schools. Many of the city’s
elementary and secondary schools were
built or expanded during both the Fifties
and Sixties when education funding was
plentiful. School builders and architects
hired Julius Shulman to photograph
their newly constructed buildings in the
hope that the pictures would lead to new
projects.” Nicholas Junior High began
its first year in 1956 with 350 seventh
graders, 360 eighth graders, and 26
teachers, and by 1960, all classrooms
were fully occupied by 1,118 junior high
school students. The school was named
for Pierre Nicolas, a French emigrant
who owned an extensive ranch and citrus orchard on the corner of Chapman
and Euclid. In fact, Euclid was originally named Nicolas Avenue.
Moving along, I drove over to the
building that used to be the Hunt
Library. I remember going to the Hunt
Branch Library when I was little with
my mom and dad. We used to attend the
Bed-Time Bears classes at the Hunt
Branch where I met a good friend. I also
remember first using the Internet on the
computers at the Hunt Library.
Constructed of aluminum, steel and
glass, the 10, 500 square foot building
was built in 1962 with funds donated by
the Hunt Foods and Industries

2020

Foundation. The Library was designed
by prolific architect William L. Pereira,
who had just completed the Santa Fe
Springs Public Library. Pereira designed
many buildings in Orange County,
including the Langston Library at UC
Irvine, Bullock’s Fashion Square in
Santa Ana (now MainPlace), the Laguna
Playhouse, and Golden West College.
Industrialist Norton Simon, President of
Hunt Foods and Industries at the time
the gift was made, was a noted art collector, and he had hoped to build a
museum in Fullerton to house his collection. For awhile, there was a continuous
display of Simon’s paintings and sculptures at the Library.
Next, I drove by Fern Drive
Elementary School, which I’d visited
last fall when I wrote about the All the
Arts Children’s Museum and Creativity
Center. Tucked into a residential neighborhood, the school is noted for its small
scale and sloping roofs. Reading the
pamphlet, I learned that Fern Drive
Elementary was constructed in 1954, but
additional buildings were added to the
school grounds in 1955, 1957 and 1964.
The school was named for Fern Estelle
whose relatives helped develop the
Golden Hills area.
Nearby was Golden Hill Elementary,
which I attended from kindergarten to
sixth grade. On this driving tour, I discovered that Golden Hill was constructed in 1950 for a cost of $217,388 on
open land once popularly known as the
“polo field.” The masonry, glass, and
aluminum school was constructed by
Allison-Honer Company and designed
by the noted architectural firm of Marsh,
Smith, and Powell, the same design
team that had just completed Valencia
Park Elementary School. After founding
their firm in 1927, Norman F. Marsh,
David Smith, and Herbert J. Powell
went on to design over 500 Southern
California school projects, as well as
churches, post offices, and commercial
buildings. The architects initially
designed very traditional buildings, but
after World War II moved into more
modern styles. To find this school, go
north on Euclid from Malvern, turn right
on Fern Drive, and then take a quick
right onto Barris Drive.
After stopping by home to get a quick
drink, I continued my tour by visiting
the Opus Bank on 200 West
Commonwealth. With its reflective surfaces, it was rather hard to photograph
without getting my own reflection in it.
Started in 1927 as Fullerton Building
and Loan, the Bank had a number of
name and location changes before
becoming the Fullerton Community
Bank in 1998. This reinforced concrete

SWIM LESSONS
THE AUSTRALIAN
SWIM SCHOOL OFFERS:
•Year round indoor pools
• OPEN 7 DAYS
• 3 months to adult
• Baby-Preschool specialist
SAVING LIVES SINCE 1977
(855) SWIM2DAY

AUSTRALIAN SWIM SCHOOL
(inside Meridian Health Club)
1535 Deerpark Dr. Fullerton CA 92831

austrailianswimschool.com
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Opus Bank was designed by architect Melvin A. Rojke.
building, with red brick facing and aluminum and glass exterior, opened with
almost 12,000 square-feet of floor space
and was designed by architect Melvin A.
Rojke.
Last on the list of driving tour locations was the Cal State Fullerton Visual
Arts Building. My dad and mom both
remember this building from when they
attended CSUF back in the Eighties.
Designed by architect Thornton M.
Abell of Los Angeles, the CSUF Art
Building/Center opened in 1970 as the
7th permanent structure on campus.
When the $1.9 million building opened,
the complex consisted of four connecting buildings with semi-enclosed atriums, an interior courtyard and water and
garden features. Abell is best known for
his Case Study House No. 7 in San
Gabriel (1948). The Case Study House
program (1945-1966), concentrated in
the LA area, oversaw the design of 36
innovative, prototype homes that could

be easily and affordably constructed
during the postwar building boom. The
Visual Arts Building is visible from
State College Blvd., but the water features, sculpture and open spaces make
this a fantastic facility to wander
through. CSUF parking is free on weekends. Two additional buildings were
added to the complex in the 1980s.
To find the driving tour for yourself
and see a map leading to the locations
I’ve talked about, please visit the following
link:
www.fullertonheritage.org/Tours/MidCentury_Modern.pdf. I’ve filmed and
photographed these locations, while also
including archived photographs from
the Fullerton Public Library’s Local
History Room. To see my video, visit
www.fullertonobserver.com and click
the tab labeled “Local.” Underneath that
tab, click on “Emerson Little YouTube
Channel,” which will take you directly
to my page.
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Golden Hill Elementary was designed by the noted
architectural firm of Marsh, Smith, and Powell.

Nicolas Jr. High was named for Pierre Nicolas, a French emigrant who owned an
extensive ranch and citrus orchard on the corner of Chapman and Euclid.
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TEAM USA WOMEN’S HOCKEY
PRACTICE AT RICHMAN SCHOOL
The United States Women’s Hockey
Team visited Richman School to play a
scrimmage game for the students on
Friday, February 7. This was the first
time the team was in Southern
California and Richman School was
excited to host this event.
Richman School is identified as part of

the award-winning Anaheim Ducks
S.C.O.R.E. (Scholastic Curriculum of
Recreation and Education) program
which was developed by the Anaheim
Ducks Hockey Club in 2005 with the
goal of making a positive impact on
youth in local schools and hockey communities
throughout
Southern

Fullerton College Offers 2 Years Tuition-Free
Effective fall 2020, Fullerton College
will offer two years of tuition-free education to all new students as a result of
the North Orange Promise Program
expansion. The tuition-free experience
is a substantial expansion of the current
one-year program.
First-time college students who participated in their first year of the North
Orange Promise program during the
2019-20 academic year will be eligible
for a second year of free tuition the
2020-21 academic year.
“NOCCCD is so proud to be able to
offer our students up to two years of out-

Angelos

standing higher education with zero
tuition costs,” said Dr. Cheryl Marshall,
chancellor of the North Orange County
Community College District. “We have
seen firsthand what our amazing students can accomplish when they are supported in the right way.”
The North Orange Promise is available at Fullerton College and Cypress
College. Fullerton currently serves
about 2,300 students in the program.
The expansion will also be available to
current Promise students who enrolled
in Fall 2019, have completed all
Promise Program requirements, and

and Vincis

Ristorante Est 1971
550 North Harbor Blvd
Downtown Fullerton
714.879.4022

“A PLACE TO EAT...A PLACE TO SEE.”
R
NE ORANGE
IN

COUNTY HOTLIST
W BEST ITALIAN 2016 & 2017
Established in 1971, in this family-owned restaurant
you dine in the middle of an Italian town square
complete with storefronts and twinkling lights.

Call 714.879.4022
www.AngelosandVincis.com
“Like” us on facebook.com/angelosandvincis

Anniversaries
Weddings
Any Occasion !
One Call
We Do it All !
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California. The program uses the sport
of hockey to teach educational themes,
encourage healthy and active living,
reinforce the importance of positive
character building, and reward youth for
their dedication to pursuing academic
excellence.
Team USA is visiting Southern
California for the Canada/USA Rivalry
Series and played at the Honda Center
on February 8. As part of their visit to

the area, Team USA conducted a practice scrimmage at the Richman School
as part of the S.C.O.R.E. program,
which includes Hilary Knight, a member
of the 2018 Olympic Gold Medal
Women’s Ice Hockey Team. The Rivaly
Series in Southern California helps to
celebrate the growth of hockey in the
area and to promote that idea that
Hockey is for Everyone.

remain in good standing.
“Fullerton College is thrilled to be a
part of the North Orange Promise
Program expansion and to be able to
offer our students an additional year of
free tuition,” said President Greg
Schulz. “It definitely comes at a time
when students need more support than
ever before.”
NOCCCD, which includes Cypress
College, Fullerton College, and North
Orange Continuing Education, serves
over 85,000 students from 12 local cities
where more than 70 percent of students
are not able to afford college and must
apply for some type of financial aid.
The North Orange Promise intends to
overcome financial barriers to ensure
that the benefits of a college education
remain available to students of all backgrounds.
Under the program, students who
meet eligibility requirements can
receive up to two years of their education completely free of tuition and
health fees. Students must be:

•First-time college students
•High school graduates or accepted
equivalency
•A California resident, AB540 or
DREAM approved applicant
“Our Promise Program not only
removes some of the financial burden
for students, but also provides guided
entry support during their transition to
college, enhanced registration, summer
orientations, and ongoing services
throughout their journey as Fullerton
College students,” said Deniz Fierro,
special project director of the Promise
Program at Fullerton College.
The North Orange Promise is a lastdollar scholarship program, which
means it meets any outstanding funding
needs after federal and state aid programs have been applied. The program
will cover students’ credit fees, comparable to tuition, which are paid on every
unit for which the student registers.
For more information on the North
Orange Promise Program at Fullerton
College, go to promise.fullcoll.edu.

FIVE FREE
BANQUET
FACILITIES
Accommodating
up to 800 people

CAPRI SHOES
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HITS
&
MISSES
by Joyce Mason © 2020

1917: TWO HITS
Although “1917” was heavily favored to win
Best Picture Oscar at the February 9 Academy
Awards ceremony, it only won technical Oscars in
three categories—sound-mixing, visual effects,
and cinematography. Sam Mendes had been nominated as best Director and received much praise for
his bold “high-wire” act of filming 90% of his twohour movie in one sustained take without editing.
For the challenging camera work needed to
achieve this, cinematographer Roger Deakins
earned an award, but director Mendes went home
without a statuette.
Mendes, a Brit, had grown up hearing stories
from his grandfather, Alfred Mendes, about serving in the Great War, and he was determined to
translate some of these stories to the screen.
Pairing up with screenwriter Krysty WilsonCairns, the two created a movie that managed to
achieve a balance between the epic quality of that
four-year war and the personal sacrifices made
each day by individual soldiers obeying orders.
Serving in the trenches of Northern France,
Lance Corporals Blake (Dean-Charles Chapman)
and Schofield (George MacKay) are surprised
when word travels that the General (Colin Firth)
has come down into the trenches. They know
something important must be occurring, and they
are even more surprised when the two of them are
ordered to appear before the General. Word had
spread that the Germans were in retreat and were
blowing up munitions they left behind. However,
the General has just learned through aerial reconnaissance that the retreat maneuver was a trick.
Rather than withdrawing, the Germans were
actually moving their forces to another, more
strategic position. An entire British division set to
march into what is now a German trap would be
decimated unless their orders were reversed.
Because the Germans had cut off all telephone
communication, the only hope is to send messengers to warn their Colonel (Benedict
Cumberbatch). Corporal Blake’s brother is a lieutenant in that division and would face imminent
death if Blake and his friend Schofield are not able
to make the twenty-four hour journey on foot to
deliver the General’s hand-written orders in time
for the Colonel to call off the attack.
Neither corporal feels confident that he can perform this feat but Blake is so highly motivated that
he doesn’t allow self-doubt to dissuade him while
the more combat-experienced Schofield knows
that Blake needs him to carry off this mission.
Their journey across no-man’s land and abandoned
German strongholds littered with dead bodies,
unexploded shells, gnawing rats, and the detritus
of war make up most of the film. Will either of
them or neither or both men survive the stray
sniper shots, the occasional fighter planes above
them, and their personal injuries in order to arrive
in time to save the 1600-men division?
Audiences can ponder if this horrific journey is
more realistic to them because it was filmed in one
long shot in both day and night? Cameramen and
directors seem to feel so. For a lay audience it is
somewhat disputable since skillful editing has
made sustained action scenes believable and suspenseful in many films. However, there is good
filmmaking in this movie. The two lesser-known
actors playing the corporals are compelling in their
roles and the mood that Mendes creates throughout
the film engenders an era in which duty, courage,
sacrifice, and honor were ideals not only admired
but expected.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

EVENTS CALENDAR
TUES, Feb 18
•6-7:30pm: Rep. Cisneros to
Host Third Town Hall of 2020.
Congress. Rep. Cisneros will discuss his current work for the district, provide updates on ongoing
projects, and take questions from
the audience. 39th District residents
can
RSVP
at
www.eventbrite.com/e/congressman-gilbert-r-cisneros-jr-townhall-tickets-9405400907.
Washington Middle School
Multipurpose Room. 716 E. La
Habra Blvd, La Habra.
•6:30pm: Fullerton City
Council Meeting. Agenda items
include
Homeless
Plan
Committee’s Strategic Plan for
Addressing Homelessness, 2020
Fireworks Sales, Speed Hump
Policy, Fullerton Municipal Code
Update
Flood
Zone
Development, Hillcrest Park
Parking, License Agreement with
Raytheon Company, Main
Library Chiller Unit Repair, New
Flooring for Fire Stations 2,3,
and 4, Personnel Management
System Changes. City Hall, 303
W. Commonwealth Ave.
WED, Feb 19
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine
Farmers Market: Fresh produce
including fruit, vegetables,
plants, eggs, flowers, baked
goods, tamales, empanadas, kettle korn, nuts, and more. Next to
the DMV on Valencia between
Euclid and Highland in
Fullerton.
•4-7:30pm: Vote Center
Informational Meeting conducted by Supervisor Chaffee
and Orange County Registrar of
Voters Neal Kelly. Main Library
Community Room in Conference
Center 353 W. Commonwealth.
THURS, Feb 20
•9–11am. Beginner Bonsai.
Register for this class and receive
a bonsai tree, basic pot, soil,
instructions on care and maintenance, and some history on the
art
of
bonsai.
Fullerton
Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd,
Fullerton. To register visit
www.fullertonarboretum.org.
Cost: $20/member; $25/nonmember.
•1-3pm: Thursday Matinee:
The Maltese Falcon. A private
detective takes on a case that
involves him with three eccentric
criminals, a gorgeous liar, and
their quest for a priceless statuette. Main Library. Osborne
Auditorium.
353
W.
Commonwealth.
SAT, Feb 22
•9:30am-3pm: 46th Morrison
Scholastic Chess Tournament
sponsored by Fullerton Host
Lions & Fullerton School
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SAT, Feb 22 cont.
District. By-grade tournaments K
through 8, and “champions sections” 3-5th & 6-8th grades,
(NEW!) with trophies for top 3
places. Also a tournament for rated
players,
$30.
For
details:
www.FullertonLions.org. Ladera Jr.
High, 1700.E. Wilshire, Fullerton.
Free. To register non-rated: Dewain
Barber, Phone (714) 998-5508, email: amchesseq@aol.com.
•10am – 11am: Friends Nature
Tour. Meet our nature guides at the
Nature Center for a wonderful free
tour through the garden. Fullerton
Arboretum Nature Center. For more
info, please call (657) 278-3407.
•11am-1pm: Empty Bowls
Meals on Wheels of Fullerton will
be hosting their 5th Annual
Fundraiser. Crafters in the community create and donate handcrafted bowls. Local restaurants
donate soup and bread. Guests keep
their bowls as an artistic reminder
they have helped feed a low income
homebound Fullerton resident. For
more information call 714-7669027. $30 per person. St. Paul
Lutheran Church, 111 W Las
Palmas Drive.
WED, Feb 26
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine
Farmers Market: See Feb 19 post.
Next to the DMV on Valencia
between Euclid and Highland in
Fullerton.
THURS, Feb 27
•11am. Lunch With the League
of Women Voters. Join us for
lunch for good conversation, good
food, and 2 excellent speakers:
Rusty Kennedy, chair of the
Fullerton Homeless Planning
Committee, and Alison Lehmann
Edwards, CEO of the Orange
County
Human
Relations
Committee. Coyote Hills Country
Club, 1440 E Bastanchury Rd. in
Fullerton, 92831. The cost is
$22.00, payable with cash, check,
or credit card. Reservations: Email
lunchwithleague@lwvnoc.org prior
to 10:00am on Tuesday, Fe b r u a r
y 25 or call 714-254-7440.
•1-3pm: Thursday Matinee:
Get Out. A young AfricanAmerican visits his white girlfriend's parents for the weekend,
where his simmering uneasiness
about their reception of him eventually reaches a boiling point. Main
Library. Osborne Auditorium. 353
W. Commonwealth.
•3-6pm: Winter Wonderland
Social Hosted by the Fullerton
Seniors Club. Dance to the music
of the Five Star Band. Members $3
Non-members $5. Comlimentary
refreshments plus drawing for
prizes! Fullerton Community
Center. 340 W Commonwealth
Ave.

SAT, Feb 29
•2pm: Lecture on Spacecraft
Propulsion. Patrons of the Library
present a lecture by Dr. James
Woodward entitled “The Question
Isn’t ‘What’s Out There?’ It’s ‘Can
We Ever Get There?’ An Answer to
the
Spacecraft
‘Propulsion’
Challenge.” James Woodward
earned bachelors and masters
degrees in physics. He has secured
U.S. patents and NASA and the
Space Studies Institute grant funding for his work on a prototype
spacecraft propulsion system for
moving through spacetime quickly.
He has written a book entitled
“Making Starships and Stargates:
The Science of Interstellar
Transport and Absurdly Benign
Wormholes.” For information contact carolyneckert@gmail.com.
Pollak Library PLN-130. Free. 800
N. State College Ave. Fullerton.
•1pm Boardgame Empire.
Every Saturday afternoon. Teen
Area. Learn to play popular board
and card games like Catan,
Terraforming Mars, and Unstable
Unicorns. Bring your friends or
challenge FPL’s elite cadre of game
masters. For ages 14+. Main
Library Teen Area. 353 W.
Commonwealth. Free.
TUES, March 3
•6:30pm:
Fullerton
City
Council Meeting. Agenda items
include: Code Enforcement Policy
and Procedures, City Council
Personal Devices and Accounts
Policy, Amendment to Bushala
Brothers, Inc. for Lease at Fullerton
Transportation
Center,
Establishment of Program Criteria
for Implementation of a Mills Act
Program, Committee Personal
Devices Policy. City Hall, 303 W.
Commonwealth Ave.
WED, March 4
•8am-1pm: Rain or Shine
Farmers Market: See Feb 19 post.
Next to the DMV on Valencia
between Euclid and Highland in
Fullerton.
•6-8:30pm: FPL ArtHouse
presents “Rocketman” (R) This
biopic focuses on Elton John's early
years and his meteoric rise to fame
in the 1970s. It dwells on his relationships with his parents, his
enduring partnership with lyricist
Bernie Taupin, and his romantic
relationships. Main Library 353 W.
Commonwealth.
SAT, March 7
•5pm: A Taste of Maple: Many
of our neighborhood mothers have
insanely delicious and authentic
family recipes that have been
passed down for generations. A
neighborhood-led food festival,
highlighting the cooking skills of
our community leaders. Eight food
booths, featuring pozole, costillas
de puerco, mole, tacos acorazados,
tamales, agua frescas, & pan
dulce. $15 General Admission
$25 Deluxe Admission. A
fundraiser for non-profit
Solidarity. 601 E Valencia Dr.
Fullerton. solidaritynpo.org.
(714) 924-4186.
THURS March 12
•6:30pm:
Meet
the
Fullerton
Police
Dept.
Canines. Fullerton Public
Library. Conference Center
Community Room. 353 W.
Commonwealth.
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“She Kills Monsters”
STAGESTHEATRE
400 E Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton
Tickets: (714) 525-4484 www.stagesoc.org
STAGEStheatre presents “She Kills
Monsters” by Qui Nguyen and directed
by Shinshin Yuder Tsai opening
February 28. After the death of her
teenage sister Tilly, Agnes discovers an
untouched Dungeons and Dragons campaign in Tilly’s room. In an effort to connect with her sister one last time, Agnes
enters the imaginary Dungeons and
Dragons world she once mocked. She
uncovers levels of her sister that she didn’t know existed in an action-packed
adventure filled with homicidal fairies,
nasty ogres, and ‘90s pop culture. Along
the way, Agnes discovers new friends,
Ketino Christopher as Joan and Madelyn Velazquez-Heywood as Medium Alison.
Photo by Doug Catiller, True Image Studio.

“Fun Home”

CHANCE THEATER
Bette Aitken Theater Arts Center,
5522 E La Palma Ave, Anaheim, CA 92807
Tickets: (888) 455-4212 www.chancetheater.com
Fun Home, the 2013 musical is based
on the intensely personal graphic novel
by Alison Bechdel. Written by Jeanine
Tesori (music) and Lisa Kron (book and
lyrics), with direction by Marya Mazor
and music direction by Lex Leigh, Fun
Home plays through March 1 on the
Cripe Stage at the Bette Aitken Theater
Arts Center.
The 2013 musical is based on Fun
Home: A Family Tragicomic, a 2006
graphic memoir by American cartoonist
Alison Bechdel, author of the comic
strip “Dykes to Watch Out For.” Both
stage musical and graphic novel chroni-

cle Bechdel’s childhood and youth in
rural Pennsylvania and focus on her
complex relationship with her brilliant
but enigmatic father while addressing
themes of sexual orientation, gender
roles, suicide, emotional abuse, dysfunctional family life and the role literature
plays in helping people understand
themselves and those in their family.
The story is related through a series of
non-linear vignettes connected by narration provided by the character representing Allison Bechdel as an adult as she
looks back on her life.

Also Playing, “The Paper Hangers”
and “Deanna and Paul”
STAGEStheatre presents two one act
original plays, “The Paper Hangers”
written by Emily Brauer Rogers and
directed by Jill Cary Martin, and
“Deanna and Paul” written by Dagney
Kerr and directed Brenda Kenworthy
opening March 7 and running through
March 21.
In “The Paper Hangers” a new mother, Me, is overwhelmed. Brought to the
countryside by her husband for rest and
recuperation, the woman instead finds
herself drawn to the verdant beauty
beyond her window, yet is haunted within her isolated room by visions of who
and what she might become. Based

upon Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s “The
Yellow Wallpaper,” “The Paper
Hangers” takes a modern look at one
woman’s struggle to deal with postpartum depression when society, her husband, and her mother expect the new
mother to embrace motherhood and
domesticity. Her attempt to reconcile
this struggle may restore her, or may
cost her everything. In Deanna and
Paul, Deanna’s a quirky waitress with a
strict no tipping policy. Paul’s a surly
customer with a tight lid on his heart.
Their lonely worlds collide one day in a
small-town diner, where one cup of coffee can change everything.

“The Great Gatsby”
MAVERICK THEATER
110 E Walnut Ave Unit B, Fullerton

Also Playing, “A Wrinkle inTime”
Chance Theater presents “A Wrinkle
in Time,” kicking off the company’s
TYA (Theater for Young Audiences)
Family Series for its 2020 season.
Playwright John Glore has created a
wild, highly theatrical adaptation of
Madeleine L’Engle’s acclaimed 1962
story about three teens who traverse the
boundaries of time and space in search
of a beloved parent, bringing it magically to life on the Chance’s Fyda-Mar
Stage.
Directed by Darryl B. Hovis and
James McHale, A Wrinkle in Time plays
through March 1.
On the proverbial literary “dark and
stormy night,” the eccentric Mrs.

joys, and hard questions to answer.
This show has given a voice to people
from marginalized communities, with
motifs that were seldom explored. It has
given me a voice because Qui Nguyen,
and a handful of others, are trailblazing
the charge of Asian and Asian American
stories with an unabashed love for all
things nerd,” says Tsai.
She Kills Monsters stars: Jeremy
Cooley, Mady Durbin, Lindsey
Eubanks, Chau Long, Jared Boyd
Miller, Amanda Riisager, Harper Scott,
Joanne Svendsen, Roxanne Westerlin
and Caitlin Zinn. Through March 21.

Whatsit arrives at the home of Meg
Murry, a young teen who doesn’t fit in
with her peers at her New England high
school. Meg’s scientist father vanished
more than two years ago under mysterious circumstances. Aided by Mrs.
Whatsit and her friends, Meg, her gifted
brother Charles Wallace, and her friend
Calvin are transported through time and
space on a mission to rescue Meg’s and
Charles’ father from the evil forces that
hold him prisoner on another planet.
Those familiar with the novel will find
John Glore’s adaptation an absolute
delight.
A Wrinkle in Time is suitable for ages
4 and up.

Tickets: (714) 526-7070 www.mavericktheater.com
Jay Gatsby, a self-made millionaire, passionately pursues the elusive Daisy
Buchanan. Nick Carraway, a young newcomer to Long Island, is drawn into their
world of obsession, greed and danger. The breathtaking glamour and decadent
excess of the Jazz Age come to the stage in F. Scott Fitzgerald's classic novel, and
in Simon Levy's adaptation, approved by the Fitzgerald Estate. Through March 14.

“All Shook Up”
BREA CURTIS THEATRE
1 Civic Center Cir, Brea

Tickets: (714) 990-7722
This crowd-pleasing musical is
inspired by and features the songs of
Elvis Presley. It’s 1955, and into a
square little town, in a square little state,
rides a guitar-playing young man who
changes everything and everyone he
meets in this hip-swiveling, lip-curling
musical fantasy that’ll have you jumpin’
out of your blue suede shoes with such
classics as “Heartbreak Hotel,”
“Jailhouse Rock,” and “Don’t Be
Cruel.”

The show is all new, the songs are all
Elvis. Continuing our partnership with
Southgate Productions whose past
shows have included 9 to 5: The
Musical, Sister Act, Bonnie and Clyde,
and Into the Woods, the Curtis Theatre
presents All Shook Up, a rock and roll
jukebox musical with the songs and
swagger of the King.
Inspired by and featuring the songs of
Elvis Presley and book by Joe Dipietro.
Through February 23.
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“The Hard Show”

JOSEPHINE JOAN GALLERY
515 W Commonwealth Ave, Ste. 102 Fullerton CA
www.josephinejoan.com
Last year this gallery curated the SOFT show, this year things are getting HARD.
Check out a night of hard sculpture, hard text, hard art. Opening reception Friday,
March 6 from 7-10pm. Refreshments served. Featuring work by Brandon “Monk”
Munoz, Michael Magoski, Brian Prince, Leanne Sargeant, Valerie Lewis, Psyko
Boys, Bailey Sargeant, Brandy Byl, John M. Sollom, TattooJunior311, and more.

“The Upright Revolution”

THE MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER
1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton

www.themuck.org

Fullerton Arboretum Celebrates 40
Years in Retrospective Exhibit
Check out a special retrospective
exhibit entitled “The Fullerton
Arboretum: The First 40 Years (19792019)” now on display in the
Arboretum’s exhibition space.
This is an auspicious year for the
Fullerton Arboretum, celebrating its first
40 years, from germination of an idea,
through creating and implementing the
plan, its global impact on the world, and
the many groups and collaborations
along the way to it coming home to

CSUF and the next 40 years.
The exhibit was curated by a team of
six CSUF students and Trish Campbell,
exhibit designer Barbara Thompson and
graphic designer Colleen Tillis.
Museum hours are Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, 12:00 to 4:00pm. The
exhibit will run through May 31.
The Arboretum is open daily 8am to
4:30pm at 1900 Associated Rd,
Fullerton. Visit www.fullertonarboretum.org for more information.

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF THE
CSUF SCHOOL OF MUSIC
This exhibit highlights the distinguished history of the CSUF School
of Music over its entire 60-year history, emphasizing first and foremost
the students, present and past, as
well as the excellent faculty, staff,
and facilities. The artful display of
promotional and musical materials—photographs, posters, programs, recordings, filmed performances, oral histories, musical scores,
faculty publications and compositions, and other materials—vividly
demonstrates the important role the
CSUF School of Music has played
in the development of the university
and in the advancement of music
education, performances, and music
scholarship, on the local, regional,
state, national, and international levels over these sixty years.
Curated by John Koegel, Professor
of Musicology. John Koegel,
Professor of Musicology, serves as
Graduate Advisor for the CSUF
School of Music, Coordinator of
Music History, and Coordinator of
Music in General Education.
Pollak Library North, Atrium
For more information contact: libexGallery and Room 130. Free
hibits@fullerton.edu or call (657) 278Admission. Through March 24.
2990

The Upright Revolution: Or Why Humans Walk Upright, Kenyan author Ngugi
wa Thiong'o’s parable of the interconnectedness of life during a time of struggle and
conflict has been translated into 63 languages around the world. Now this engaging
African fable is interpreted by visual artists drawing on diverse cultural traditions of
their own. Guest curated by Jimmy Centeno. Opening Reception: Sun, Mar 1 at
12pm. Through Apr 26.

“Chapter One”

BREA GALLERY
1 Civic Center Cir, Brea
(714) 990-7731
Explore the art of storytelling in
this fantastical exhibition. Dive into
original narratives, travel to mystical
realms, and meet strange, mysterious characters as you wander
through the exhibit filled with painting, illustration, stop-motion film,
and more. With interactive art projects and family-friendly activities,
this show will engage visitors of all
ages. Through March 27.

BALANCE & CHANGE
A GLASS HALF FULL
How do you keep a positive attitude
when all around you are stuck in their
negativity? This is a difficult place to
be. We know that having a positive
attitude can make a huge impact on
your physical and mental well-being.
Being a “glass half-full” kind of person truly does make your life better.
But let’s return to the problem. You
have decided to focus on the positives
in your life and everyone around
keeps focusing on the negatives. It is
very easy to slip-slide back into that
old pattern. Be aware of that tendency,
especially if that is your previous
habit. Every time you start being negative, take a deep breath and consciously re-direct your mind into a

more positive attitude. This may not
be easy, but with practice, it does get
easier.
Those negative people around you
may get uncomfortable with this new
attitude of yours. They may make fun
of you, disparage you or even tell you
that you are not dealing with reality.
Smile at them, but do not argue with
them. Do not try to convince them that
your way is better. Instead, thank them
for their caring. And then go back
along the path that is right for you.
Be the one who notices the sunsets,
stops to listen to the laughter of children, who believes that things will
work out. It makes the journey much
more pleasant.

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,
Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5 www.michellegottlieb.com
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There’s an old blessing/curse attrib- power because, as he stated on the
uted to Confucius, “May you live in Senate floor, his faith compelled him to
interesting times.” That this saying is take his oath seriously. His was indeed a
neither old nor from Confucius doesn’t Profile in Courage. He had to know that
detract from its fundamental truth. Just attacks and retribution would follow.
as the news consists of what goes wrong Now, to take an oath seriously doesn’t
not right, interesting times often mean guarantee that you’re right but it is an
unusual mark of integrity. It reminded
dangerous and chaotic times.
We do live in interesting times. This me of the words of Sir Thomas More in
may be a blessing for journalists but it’s A Man for All Seasons. “When a man
a curse for most. Our times are interest- takes an oath, he's holding his own self
ing beyond our ability to assimilate both in his own hands like water, and if he
opens his fingers then, he
the information and its conneedn't hope to find himsequences.
Think about the Noah’s
Our times are selfAagain.”
day before Trump’s
Flood of important events
interesting
acquittal (or as he put it
during the last 40 days. We
“Total exoneration”) he
came close to blundering
beyond our
gave the State of the Union
into a shooting war with
ability to
speech. He proved himself
Iran after not simply assasassimilate
to be a master showman,
sinating Qassem Soleimani
both the
someone who knows how
but doing what most perpeto produce and host a realtrators of targeted assassiinformation
ity TV show. He recounted
nations don’t do: We
and its
total responsibility for
bragged about it. Iran
consequences. his
everything that was right
responded by launching
in the world and blamed
missiles at two of our
others—mainly Obama—
installations in Iraq, and
for all that was wrong. But
while we promised swift
retaliation for injured Americans, we got most masterly, if cynically, he gave
out of keeping our dangerous promise props to people in the gallery whom he
by claiming that Americans weren’t used as human props. He awarded a
really hurt—even though nearly 100 scholarship to a young African
were diagnosed with traumatic brain American girl so she wouldn’t have to
injuries from the concussive explosions. go to a “government school.” Since the
Trump mischaracterized their brain word “government” is for him a pejorative, this was an attack on all public
injuries as “headaches.”
Then there was the trial in the Senate schools. Free secular public education
of President Trump to determine if he has been the single most successful
should be removed from office for abuse mechanism for integrating people from
of power and contempt of Congress. His all over the world and helping them
personal contempt for Congress is stipu- become Americans.
He put his spotlight on a young
lated by all sides. The “trial” had no live
witnesses, nor did it take in new infor- African American who wants to become
mation. It was conducted by argument an Astronaut. Then he raised the camera
alone. Lawyers and congressional man- to reveal that this young man’s 100 yearagers are not sworn witnesses and their old great-grandfather, Charles McGee,
words are not covered by perjury was one of the Tuskegee Airmen and
statutes and are therefore not evidence. first African American fighter pilot. He
That the verdict fell along party lines, gave him one star and promoted him to
with the exception of Sen. Romney, is Brigadier General. This was a sweet
faithful to historical precedent. No one moment.
However, unable to leave well
crossed party lines in the trials’ of
Andrew Johnson or Bill Clinton. enough alone, he gave a Presidential
Medal of Freedom to Rush Limbaugh—
Appalling but consistent.
It’s interesting that Sen. Romney was a natural recipient to follow its awarding
the sole exception—or perhaps “Soul” to Mother Teresa and Rosa Parks. Then,
exception. He voted guilty on abuse of in a predictable move taken from both
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Oprah and This is Your Life, he reunited
a multi-deployed soldier with his wife
and two children. If you were watching
and didn’t see this coming, shame on
you. A nice moment but also both cynical and manipulative.
Two days later, he went on his retribution tour. Making fools out of Sen
Collins and others who’d held that
impeachment had “chastened him” and
he’d “learned something.” He demonstrated that he’d learned that he could
shoot a Senator on 5th Avenue and not
lose a vote in the Senate. He had Lt. Col.
Vindman frogmarched out of the White
House. He certainly had a right to transfer Vindman but the meanness and vindictiveness of the unnecessary escort by
security just further revealed, not his
strength but weakness and insecurity.
Now he’s trying erase the results of
the Mueller Investigation by lowering
the sentences of those prosecuted and
convicted by Mueller’s team. He’ll get
sentences reduced or commuted and
verdicts overturned by pardons. He
informed “His” Attorney General by
tweet that he believed that Manafort was
abused, Stone persecuted and Flynn unfaired against. He’s urged the prosecution of former FBI Directors Comey and
McCabe as well as the Court Martial of
Lt. Col. Vinland for “Insubordination.”
His appetite for punishing enemies
and asserting his power, today,
Valentine’s Day, he shot a hostile arrow
into the hearts of cities that refuse to
worship him and that grant Due Process
rights to undocumented brown people.
He ordered specially trained troops from
the southern border to aid ICE in arresting undocumented brown people in his
unfavorite “Sanctuary Cities,” New
York, Chicago, San Francisco, Los
Angeles, Detroit, Atlanta, Huston and
New Orleans.
Understand that in the 30s and 40s,
Jews had to wear Jewish Stars to identify themselves for “special treatment.”
This program puts Federal troops into
local law enforcement and with no need
for stars, skin color alone becomes
“probable cause” for persecution,
detainment and deporting.
Truly great and interesting times for
journalists but tragic and interesting
times for real people.

HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion
pages provide a free forum for
the community. The Observer
welcomes letters on any subject
of interest. Opinions are those
of the writer. We must verify
your identity, but we allow initials only and town to be printed
if desired, or anonymous in
print if a reasonable case can be
made as to why that is necessary. Opinions sent to us without name, address and phone
number will not be printed. Due
to space issues shorter letters
have a better chance of getting
in. Please add your contact
information so we can verify.
Thanks!
observernews@earthlink.net
or mail to: Fullerton
Observer,
PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834
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Poor Taste
Fullerton Observer Editor,
That political cartoon on page 16 of your publication, 42 #2 Early February, is certainly below the dignity of the Fullerton Observer. That type of commentary is simply a cheap-shot and completely off color.
The American vs. American political hatred is the
biggest threat to the survival of our republic. Your
political cartoon only feeds the hatred. You should be
ashamed.
Jerry Downs, Fullerton

SB 50: The More HOMES Act
As someone who is deeply concerned about
Californiaʼs housing crisis and its connection to climate change, I was outraged that the state Senate
refused to even allow a vote on the most important
piece of housing legislation in a generation - Senate
Bill 50, the More HOMES Act by Sen. Scott Wiener
(San Francisco).
Homelessness is skyrocketing across our state,
which is its own humanitarian crisis. But the Senateʼs
refusal to even vote on SB 50 is also a horrible sign for
our climate future: The housing crisis is driving an
exodus of every day workers like nurses and teachers
from our cities, who then have to turn around and
drive one, two, or even three hours to work -- worsening air and climate pollution, and making our freeways
a living hell.
Most of our state Senators pay lip service to their
concern about climate change, but voters are beginning to see through the veneer. You can not claim the
mantle of climate activist while opposing more homes
near jobs and transit. We need real leadership on housing and climate, and we need it now.
Kimberly Adams, Tustin

NEWS & VIEWS

A BRIEF SUMMARY OF PROP 13 (ON THE MARCH 3 BALLOT)
FROM THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
The way it is now
One of the ways state government supports public
education is by providing money to build and repair
school and college buildings. This money usually
comes from bonds.

What if it passes?
Prop 13 would allow the state to sell $15 billion in
new bonds to help build and repair schools, including:
•$9 billion for preschools and K-12 schools
•$6 billion for public universities and community
colleges
Schools could use this money to make buildings
safer, to construct new buildings, or to increase the
amount of student housing. Prop 13 would also
increase the amount of money local school districts
could raise by selling their own bonds. Districts with
less money could also apply for more help from the
state to pay for construction projects.

Budget effect
The state would spend about $740 million per year
for the next 35 years to repay the bonds. The effect on
local governments would depend on the choices that
school districts and universities make about building
repairs and new buildings.

People FOR say
Prop 13 is a smart investment that will make
California’s schools and colleges safer.
Money from Prop 13 will help pay for badly needed
repairs and security improvements.

A Historian Reflects
on the Return of Fascism
improved living and working conditions
for all people.
These public declarations—coupled
Back in 1941, the year of my birth,
fascism stood on the brink of conquer- with the widespread discrediting of
ing the world. During the preceding rightwing parties, movements, and
decades, movements of the Radical ideas—led directly to the establishment,
Right—mobilized by demagogues into a in 1945, of the United Nations.
cult of virulent nationalism, racial and According to the UN Charter, the purreligious hatred, and militarism—had pose of the new world organization was
made great strides in nations around the to “to save succeeding generations from
the scourge of war,” “to
globe. By the end of 1941,
reaffirm faith in fundafascist Germany, Italy, and
mental human rights,”
Japan, having launched
Mobilized by
and “to employ internamassive military invasions
demagogues into tional machinery for the
of other lands, had conquered much of Europe,
a cult of virulent promotion of the economic
and
social
Asia, and the Middle East.
nationalism,
advancement of all peoIt was a grim time.
racial and
ples.”
Fortunately, though, an
religious hatred,
And, in fact, in the
enormous movement arose
following
to resist the fascist juggerand militarism, decades
World
War
II, there
naut. Led by liberals and
fascism made
were significant strides
assorted leftists around the
great strides in
forward along these
world and eventually bolthe 1930s
lines. Led by Eleanor
stered by the alliance of
Roosevelt, the United
Britain, the Soviet Union,
and 1940s.
Nations
issued
a
and the United States, this
Universal Declaration
resistance movement ultiof Human Rights, setmately prevailed.
ting forth fundamental
The antifascist struggle
of World War II established the ground- rights to be protected. Furthermore,
work for a new and better international much of Europe, the cockpit of two terorder. In January 1941, U.S. President rible world wars, cast aside nationalism
Franklin D. Roosevelt, in a major public to establish a federal union. Moreover,
address, outlined what became known a wave of decolonization freed much of
as The Four Freedoms. The people of the world from foreign rule and the
all nations, he proclaimed, should enjoy United Nations and many national govfreedom of speech and expression, free- ernments established economic aid prodom of worship, freedom from fear, and grams for the world’s poorest countries.
Admittedly, national policies somefreedom from want. That August,
Roosevelt and British Prime Minister times fell short of the new internationalWinston Churchill unveiled the Atlantic ist, antimilitarist, and égalitarian ideals
Charter, declaring that people should and programs. Governments—and parhave the right to choose their own form ticularly governments of the major powof government, that force should be ers—all too often ignored the United
abandoned in world affairs, and that Nations and, instead, squandered their
international action should promote resources on military buildups and terriby Lawrence Wittner
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People AGAINST say
Voters already approved $9 billion in 2016 to build
and repair schools.
Prop 13 would allow school districts to borrow more
money, which could increase taxes for all California
property owners.

Who supports this measure?
83 organizations including: Association of
California School Administrators, Board of Regents of
the University of California, California Association of
School Business Officials, California Building
Industry Association, California Chamber of
Commerce, California Democratic Party, California
Federation of Teachers, California Labor Federation,
California
Medical Association,
California
Professional Firefighters, California Retired Teachers
Association,
California
School
Employees
Association, California School Nurses Association,
California State PTA, California State University
Board of Trustees, California Teachers Association,
Coalition for Adequate School Housing, League of
Women Voters of California, San Francisco Chronicle,
Santa Ana Unified School District, Southern
California Partnership for Jobs

Who opposes this measure?
Two organizations: Howard Jarvis Taxpayers
Association and the Peace and Freedom Party

For more information on this and other
election issuers visit www.votersedge.org.

ble wars. Many governments also had a
spotty record when it came to respecting
human rights, promoting social and economic progress, and curbing the rising
power of multinational corporations.
Even so, for decades, humane domestic policies—from banning racial discrimination to scrapping unfair immigration laws, from improving public
health to promoting antipoverty efforts
and workers’ rights—remained the norm
in many nations, as did at least a token
genuflection to peace and international
law.
But, in the last decade or so, these
policies have been swept aside by movements and parties following the old fascist playbook, with rightwing demagogues trumpeting its key elements of
virulent nationalism, racial and religious
intolerance, and militarism. Seizing,
particularly, on mass migration and
funded by avaricious economic élites,
this resurgence of the Radical Right has
made startling progress—undermining
the European Union, contesting for
power in Britain, France, Germany, the
Netherlands, and Greece, and taking
control of such countries as Russia,
India, Italy, Hungary, Poland, Turkey,
Brazil, the Philippines, Israel, Egypt,
and, of course, the United States.
Long before the advent of Donald
Trump, the Republican Party had been
shifting rightward, pulled in that direction by its incorporation of Southern
racists and Christian evangelicals. This
political reorientation quickened after
the election of Barack Obama sent white
supremacists into a frenzy of rage and
self-pity.
Trump’s 2015-16 campaign for the
presidency accelerated the GOP’s radicalization. Drawing upon unusually
hate-filled rhetoric, he viciously
denounced his Republican and
Democratic rivals. Along the way, he
engaged in his characteristic lying and
mocked or incited violence against his
critics, the disabled, immigrants, people
of color, Muslims, women, and the

press. His racism, xenophobia, and militarism, combined with his thuggish
style and manifest lack of qualifications
for public office, should have doomed
his campaign. But, instead, he emerged
victorious―a clear sign that a substantial number of Americans found his
approach appealing.
As president, Trump has not only displayed a remarkable contempt for truth,
law, civil liberties, the poor, civil rights,
and women’s rights, but catered to the
wealthy, the corporations, white
supremacists, and religious fanatics. He
has also proved adept at inciting hatreds
among his rightwing followers through
racist, xenophobic diatribes delivered at
mass rallies and through propaganda
messages. Meanwhile, he has forged
close alliances with his authoritarian
counterparts abroad. Either out of fear
or love, Republican officeholders cling
ever more tenaciously to him as the
nation’s Supreme Leader. If the GOP is
not yet a fascist party, it is well on its
way to becoming one.
Having grown up at a time when ranting maniacs dispatched their fanatical
followers to stamp out freedom and
human decency, I am, unfortunately,
quite familiar with the pattern.
Even so, the struggle to shape the
future is far from over. During my lifetime, I have seen powerful movements
wage successful fights for racial justice,
women’s rights, and economic equality.
I have seen massive campaigns successfully challenge wars and nuclear insanity. I have seen the emergence of inspiring political leaders who have toppled
dictatorships against incredible odds.
Perhaps most important, I have seen
millions of people, in the United States
and around the globe, turn the tide
against fascism when, some eight
decades ago, it threatened to engulf the
world.
Let’s hope they can do it again.
Dr. Lawrence Wittner is Professor of
History emeritus at SUNY/Albany.
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Neal Edward Anderson
Neal Edward Anderson, age 82, of
Fullerton, California died peacefully on
February 5, 2020 surrounded by family.
Neal was born on September 28, 1937 at
the Swedish American Hospital in
Rockford, Illinois. He was the only child
of Donald and Marie Anderson. After
graduating from the University of
Wisconsin in 1959, Neal enlisted in the
U. S. Army Security Agency. After a
year of training in the United States, he
spent the next two years in Chitose,
Hokkaido, Japan. Following his discharge in Oakland, California, he traveled to Los Angeles and joined his
fiancée, Janice Hackbart for a trip back
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin where they
were married October 27, 1962. Neal
got a job with American Appraisal
Company where he spent the next 24

years in a variety of capacities and locations. In 1987 he started his own consulting business, specializing in real
estate and business valuations. In 2013,
after 50 years of appraising he retired to
spend more time with family and
friends. Neal was preceded in death by
his wife Jan in 2017 after 54 years of
marriage. He is survived by his children:
Karen Glessner (Robert), Eric
(Michelle), Jarrod (Paula), and Nicole
Simon (James) and five grandchildren:
Michael and Sierra Glessner, Kurt
Anderson (Eric), and Magnus and
Roxanne Anderson (Jarrod). A visitation
was held on February 12, 2020 at
McAulay & Wallace Mortuary, 902 N.
Harbor Blvd., Fullerton, CA 92832.
McAulay & Wallace Mortuary.

Terrence Daniel Collier
In remembrance of Terry Collier.
“Everyone must leave something
behind when he dies, my grandfather
said. A child or a book or a painting or
a house or a wall built or a pair of shoes
made. Or a garden planted. Something
your hand touched some way so your
soul has somewhere to go when you die
and when people look at that tree or that
flower you planted you’re there.” Ray
Bradbury

Terry Collier, born December 1936, a
husband, father and grandfather. A 54year resident of Fullerton, Terry was an
artist, musician, gardener and humanitarian. He died January 2020. A long
time clinical social worker of the OC
Department of Mental Health and Child
Welfare. He leaves behind a wife, four
children and eight grandchildren.
Memorial will be held on March 1,
11am to 1pm. Please call (714) 7388151 for further details.
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Our Brothers and Sisters who died here in Orange
County “Without Fixed Abode” (Homeless)
during the Month of January, 2020
(source: OC Coroner’s Office)
Adrian CENICEROS died on January 2nd in Orange
Jeffrey EMERSON died on January 2nd in Huntington Beach
Charles BLACK died on January 4th in La Palma
Eligio FLORES died on January 6th in Santa Ana
James FULGHUM died on January 7th in Anaheim
Lafi BURGESS died on January 10th in Orange
Jesus ESPINOSA died on January 11th in Santa Ana
Arthur ROMERO died on January 12th in Santa Ana
Kenneth CLARK died on January 13th in Santa Ana
Rashawn SQUIRE died on January 14th in Santa Ana
Faith ROSALES died on January 14th in Santa Ana
Isidro APARICIO died on January 14th in Anaheim
Michael POTCHKA died on January 15th in Huntington Beach
Morgan BROMBAL died on January 17th in Orange
Colin WILLIS died on January 18th in Fountain Valley
March REDDICK died on January 19th in Orange
Donny VAN WHY died on January 19th in Huntington Beach
Mark MONTANEZ died on January 21st in Santa Ana
Alberto ALCAUTER-PEREZ died on January 25th in Santa Ana
Malik SHWIAT died on January 25th in Orange
Michael CERNAK died on January 25th in Fountain Valley
Vidal REYES died on January 25th in Anaheim
Jacob SOLOMON died on January 31st in Anaheim
Thank you to Diane Vena for sending us this information each issue.

Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARSCoV).
The novel coronavirus (nCoV) is a
new strain that has not been previously
identified in humans, according to the
World
Health
Organization.
Coronaviruses are zoonotic, meaning
they are transmitted between animals
and people.
As a scientist, what is your reaction to
this new virus?
My professional reaction to the new
coronavirus is that we should always
ensure caution, while also limiting overreactions so as not to panic the general
public. In science, we need data to determine the best path forward and to determine the best outcomes. This means we
need to be cautious to limit the exposure
CSUF Biochemist Studies How Viruses
and health impacts, but we also need to
Replicate and Cause Infection
study the virus more robustly to gauge
the long-term dangers. As a scientific
As the new coronavirus from China tant professor of chemistry and bio- community, we need to build on previcontinues to spread, claiming hundreds chemistry, said.
ous research, while expanding new
Coronavirus, what scientists call research, to better understand the level
of lives and infecting thousands, Cal
State Fullerton biochemist Marcos E. 2019-nCoV acute respiratory disease, of threat.
Ortega studies how viruses replicate and was first reported from Wuhan, China,
cause infection — and seeks answers for on Dec. 31, 2019, and has since spread
How does the coronavirus relate to
outside of mainland China, including to your research?
possible treatment.
“Through my research with my stu- the United States. Coronaviruses (CoV)
I study double-stranded DNA viruses
dents, we’re trying to understand viral are a large family of viruses that cause
in
my lab. The new coronavirus is an
infections and viral replication using illness ranging from the common cold to
RNA
virus. While they are different
biochemical techniques,” Ortega, assis- more severe diseases such as Severe
types of viruses, and their mode of infec-

Evolution of Viruses Like Coronavirus
Highlights Need for Scientific Research

tion and replication is thus different, the
overall goal of all viruses is the same.
We want to understand how viruses gain
entry into the cell, how they multiply
once inside the cell, and how they promote release from the cell to cause further infections. While the targets will
change depending on the class of virus,
the overall goal to prevent viral infections is similar across the classes.
What do you hope to learn by studying viruses?
The importance of studying viruses,
like any other infection or disease, is to
answer complex questions about how
biochemical processes occur. We need to
understand how chemistry, biology and
thermodynamics meet in a biochemical
process to produce an outcome. If we
can better understand these complex
processes, we can start to formulate
treatments. The things we hope to learn
are the common underlying principles
that guide viral infections so that we can
target these processes. When the SARS
outbreak occurred in 2003, scientists
identified the mode of entry into the cell
and began to develop drugs to prevent
entry into the cell. With the new coronavirus, scientists can potentially look for
similar functions, since the viruses come
from the same class, and begin to develop potential therapeutics.
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In the early February issue of the Observer, our education reporter Vivien Moreno
provided an overview of the candidates running for the office of Orange County
Board of Education (District 4) in the March 3 election. Below is the latest campaign contribution information as of Feb. 14 and a few campaign updates.
For more information on candidates, financial disclosures
and everything about voting visit www.ocvote.com.
JORDAN BRANDMAN:
Total contributions: $85,800
•$65,000 loan to self
•$5000 each from Laborers Local 652
Union and William Shopoff Realty
•$2500 International Union of Operating
Engineers Committee
•$2000 Planned Parenthood of Orange &
San Bernardino Counties Committee.
•$2,000 UA Plumbers & Steamfitters
Local Union 582 PAC
•$1,000 each from United Material
Handling, Classified Employees
of CA, Schools, District Council
of Iron Workers, and Linda Barnett.
And $150 each from Chris Lowe of CAL
Pacific Partners and Jamison Power of
Hyundai Motor America.
PAULETTE CHAFFEE:
Total contributions $290,000
(all in loans to self).
Correction: a typo in the last issue incorrectly stated this number as $390,000.
Chaffee sent out an email blast to an
unknown number of people implying that
State Assemblymember Sharon QuirkSilva was endorsing her. Quirk-Silva is
endorsing Vicki Calhoun and told Chaffee
to cease sending out the messages. This is
the latest in a series of questionable practices by Chaffee including a campaign sign
stealing conviction in her 2018 Fullerton
City Council race, and her purchase of a
condo in District 5 so that she could claim
to be a resident of that district even though
she continues to live in the more affluent
District 2.

TO PUZZLE
“INTERNATIONAL
BREAKFAST”
on page 7:

VICKI CALHOUN had no campaign finance filings as of 2/14.
(Candidates who raise or spend
$1,000 or less are not required to
file disclosures.) Dr. Calhoun
served on the Fullerton Library
Board and currently works for
Crittendon Services.
TIM SHAW:
Total contributions: $234,586.
•$129,051 Charter Public School
PAC
•$37,500 The Family Action PAC
•$25,000 loan Mark W. Bucher
•$14,289 Lincoln Club of OC
State PAC
•$6,979 Parent Union PAC
•$5,000 ATLAS PAC
•$4,500 from his city council
campaign
•$3,967 California Action
•$3,500 Fieldstead and Company
•$2,000 David Chaney, EYS Epic
Charter Schools co-founder.
According to
(www.kfor.com/news/search-warrant-details-ongoing-epic-charterschools-investigation/) investigators allege Chaney and his partner
were involved in a scheme to
defraud the government.
•$1,000 CJ Segerstrom & Sons
•$1,000 OC Charter Advocates
Plus $200 from State Senator
John M. W. Moorlach, $500 from
Ryder Smith of Tripepi Smith and
Associates and $399 in donations of
$100 or less.

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since 2014.

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call (714) 525-6402
The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10 for 50 words or less
per issue. Payment is by check only. The Observer assumes no liability for
ads placed here. However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a
service, please let us know at (714) 525-6402. Call City Hall at (714) 7386531 to inquire about business licenses. For contractor license verification go
to the California State Contractor License Board website at
www.cslb.ca.gov.

EMPLOYMENT
FULLERTON ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL DISTRICT JOBS

Apply at www.edjoin.org
“Fullerton Elementary”
CITY JOB OPENINGS

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and
click on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on
the “Apply” link or visit Fullerton City
Hall, 303 W. Commonwealth Ave.

HOME REPAIR
LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Patio Covers, Fences, Gates
CSLB #744432.
Free estimates (714) 272-8702

WANT TO BUY
Wanted: TECH BOOKS

Engineering, physics, mathematics,
electronics, aeronautics, welding, woodworking, HVAC, metalworking and
other types of technical books purchased. Large Collections (25+ books)
Preferred. Please call Deborah
(714) 528-8297

LOST
Gold Charm

Small, flat gold charm in shape of
boy's profile with inscription "David 1018-63" was lost on January 8th. Mom's
sentimental value. Please call 714-8798237

CAREGIVER
Caregiver, Eldersitter, Driver,
Housekeeper available.

Cooking, cleaning, organizing,
decluttering, laundry, gardening, light
home maintenance, light moving or
assembling furniture, minor repairs.
Lifelong Fullerton resident, Sunny Hills
Grad (1980), with ten plus years of
experience available beginning January
2020. Payment due at start of each visit.
$25-$35/per hour (2 hour minimum).
References available. Call Todd at 714732-3212
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REGIONAL NEWS

80 Years of Service
Story by Jere Greene
A packed house attended a luncheon
celebrating the 80th year of the
Assistance League. A PowerPoint presentation highlighted the history that
included Shirley Temple as a member of
the Beverly Hills Assistance League
when they opened a Tearoom and
attracted other film stars as volunteers.
The Fullerton Chapter was started by
the wives of North Orange County
movers and shakers. A few of them were
Founder and 1st President Mrs. Samuel
Kraemer, Mrs. C. Chapman, Mrs.
Bernardo Yorba, Mrs. Mills, Mrs.
McCoy, Mrs. Carroll Cone, and Mrs. C.
Glenn Curtis. It is interesting to note that
these are listed as 'the wives of '. . . not
Lulu Kraemer, etc.
In 1965 a new League Center and Gift
Shop was opened at 233 W Amerige
Avenue, across from the Police Station,
to help fund their various projects.

A long list of achievements has been
documented over the years and the local
Assistance League contributions have
continued as well. I have been personally involved with the “School Bell” program which started in 1992. Teachers at
various schools identify students from
low-income families. These students
and their families are invited to meet at
a local Target Store as guests of the
Assistance League. The students are
then free to tour the store to pick out
new school outfits. As a photographer
for the Fullerton Observer, I have been
invited to photograph the students making their selections. This has always
been a rewarding experience to see the
excitement while following them as they
fly around the store making their choices. For many, this was the first opportunity like this in their lives. In 2017-2018,
Operation School Bell dressed over
1,400 students.
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