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The county of Orange surpassed 1,200
reported COVID-19 cases on April 11,
with a cumulative case count of 1,221
and 35 cases in Fullerton.
The first Orange County case of
COVID-19 was reported on January 25.
To date, the County is reporting 18
deaths.
The County Public Health lab and
reporting labs have tested over 13,000
people, of which 8.6% were confirmed
positive with COVID-19.
In an effort to flatten the curve, the
California Department of Public Health
has ordered residents to shelter in place
with the exception of those who work in
essential functions or for essential activities, like grocery shopping.
The OC Health Care website
www.ochealthinfo.com/novelcoronavirus on Friday, April 3 began including a hospitalization chart showing
cases over time so the community can
access historical data on the number of
people hospitalized with the virus.
For questions related to COVID-19,
contact the Orange County COVID-19
Hotline at (833)426-6411.

Rotary Project Shield delivers face shields to St. Jude Hospital: Pictured above are Cisca Stellhorn (Irvine Rotary), Dan
Ouweleen (Fullerton Rotary Project Shield Leader), Beth Fujishige (Irvine Rotary), Susan Ouweleen (Fullerton Rotary),
Mike Cochran (Fullerton Rotary President), Brian Helleland (St. Jude CEO), Joe Lins (Fullerton Rotary and St. Jude
Foundation Boardmember), and Marc Aarons (Rotary District 5320 Governor). See story on page 2.

STORIES FROM THE TRENCHES:
Families, Teachers, and Schools
Cope with School Closures
by Terry Hendricks
Families, teachers, and schools in
California and in states across the nation
are having to establish new sets of standards and rules for distance learning
since the schools from elementary
through college have shut down during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Most schools
in the Fullerton area will probably lose
the last 2 to 3 months of the school year.
Just being at home with children has
required parents to think up ways to help
their children get schoolwork completed, as well as to fill their spare time in
creative, productive ways.

Mehul’s 11 and 9-year old daughters
attend Laguna Road Elementary School
in Fullerton. His girls are pretty good
about getting their homework completed and they usually work on assignments from about 8am to 3-4pm with an
hour break for lunch. The older girl has
two or three live Zoom classes every
day. Students can contact their teachers
during their “office hours” to ask questions and get help. That seems to be
working pretty well. There is still a lot of
spare time to fill. They are playing a lot
of board games, and talking to friends
on video app Houseparty.
Continued on page 8

Impact of COVID-19
on City Revenues
City Manager Ken Domer gave a
report on the impacts of the COVID-19
crisis on City revenues (that is, funding
for roads, parks, and other City services)
at the April 7 Fullerton City Council
meeting.
“As we all know, there are a lot of
businesses that have reduced, shuttered,
laid off folks, and that does impact the
city greatly because we rely upon sales
tax coming from retail businesses, and
we also rely upon the hotel tax,” Domer
said. “This public health crisis, this pandemic, has had a significant fiscal
impact on city revenues.”
Overall Impacts
The City’s current fiscal year general
fund budget is about $98 million in
expenditures, and revenues. Revenue
losses from reduced sales taxes, hotel

taxes, development-related fees, etc is
around $3 million. This creates a current
year deficit for the general fund.
Property Tax Revenue
The largest portion of City revenue
comes from property taxes. For the current fiscal year, the City is expecting to
bring in $45.3 million, or 46% of the
general fund. Most of the property taxes
have been paid for the year, however,
there is the possibility that some collection will be delayed due to the crisis,
which could impact the City’s revenues.
If someone can’t pay their property
tax due to COVID-19, there are mechanisms within the current law that they
can use to appeal to the OC Tax
Collector for relief.
Continued on page 4

Appellate Court
Halts Restraints on Blog
by Matt Leslie
Just a week after blocking an Orange
County Superior Court’s second order
restraining the Friends for Fullerton’s
Future blog from publishing confidential Fullerton city documents, the Fourth
District Court of Appeals has issued a
writ of supersedeas. The writ effectively
prevents the Superior Court from issuing any more orders in the case while the
Fourth District Court considers appeals
to the case itself.
At the City’s request, Judge Thomas
Delaney first ordered the blog to stop
publishing any more of the City’s files
back in October, 2019, but the order was
overturned by the Fourth District Court.
A second order, this time by Judge
James L. Crandall in March of this year,
was similarly overturned by the same
appellate court. The move suggests
skepticism on the part of the appellate
court over the merits of the case, which
accuses the Fullerton’s Future blog of
“plundering” a City Dropbox account, to
which they were given access only for
specific requested documents. The
City’s lawyers contend that two named
writers for the blog downloaded and
subsequently published files they were
not authorized to have, while the bloggers’ defense counsel argues that the
Dropbox account was not passworded
and that the City has offered no proof
that it was the named bloggers who
accessed the account. During a hearing
in March, Judge Crandall set the full
case to be heard early next year, but the
bloggers’ counsel almost immediately
appealed it to the Fourth District Court.
The case has drawn widespread attention because the of the City’s attempt to
apply cybersecurity laws to the press,
raising concerns about prior restraint of
First Amendment rights.

Page 2 FULLERTON OBSERVER

LOCAL NEWS

MID APRIL

2020

Placentia Clears
Homeless
Encampment,
Opens Shelter
by Jesse La Tour
Placentia city workers cleared the
long-standing homeless encampment
under the overpass on Crowther Ave. on
April 2. Two days prior, the city opened
its first navigation center (homeless
shelter with wraparound social and
health services). Those living under the
overpass were offered shelter and assistance at the new center.
In order to comply with CDC guidelines for social distancing during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the navigation
center has re-arranged its beds, and each
person has their own separate storage
area. Shelter capacity is currently 98. As
of April 2, the facility was serving 67
Non-profit People Assisting the Homeless (PATH) doing intake at the new navigation center.
people.
On March 30, a small number of city And most importantly, this new center
officials held a ribbon-cutting for the will help our homeless neighbors find
ceremony via Facebook Live.
their own new home.”
“This facility is intended to bring
The shelter was opened to comply
hope, care, and needed attention and with both a local mandate by U.S.
services to those in our community who District Federal Judge David Carter, as
find themselves in a place
well as recent case law,
of dire need of assistance.
Martin v. Boise (2018),
This opportunity comes at a
which prevents cities from
time of great challenge and
“Homelessness enforcing anti-camping
concern in not only the
is not just
ordinances unless they can
Placentia community, but in
someone else’s offer adequate shelter
all communities,” Placentia
beds.
issue, but one
Mayor Ward Smith said.
Thus, for over a year,
“Homelessness is not just
of federal, state, north Orange County
someone else’s issue, but
and local
cities
(Placentia,
one of federal, state, and
Anaheim,
Brea,
Buena
concern.”
local concern.”
Park, Cypress, Fullerton,
The non-profit People
La Habra, La Palma, Los
City crews cleared the homeless encampment on Crowther Ave.
Assisting the Homeless -Mayor Ward Smith Alamitos, Orange, Villa
(PATH) will be operating
Park, Stanton, and Yorba transportation services and 200 beds to health resources, counseling, job and
the new navigation center.
Linda) have collaborated the homeless residents of the North social skills, and opportunities to reunite
“This center is a new
on a regional approach to Orange County region. If cities did not with family and friends, with the goal of
home that will provide shelter and safety address homelessness in the area with comply with the mandate to add emer- integrating North Orange County’s
for people who were once living on the the Placentia shelter and another in gency housing, they would not legally homeless back into the community,
streets. But more than that, there will be Buena Park, scheduled to be opened this be able to keep the homeless from creatThe new navigation center is available
compassionate counselors to help peo- year.
ing an encampment in public areas such via referral only. No walk-ups are
ple overcome the barriers that caused
The requirement was to create as city halls, senior centers, parks and allowed. To seek referral, people are
their homelessness,” PATH CEO Joel Navigation Centers that would provide neighborhood sidewalks, including side- encouraged to contact CityNet at (714)
John Roberts said. “There will also be comprehensive supportive services walks in front of residents’ homes.
451-6198 or the Placentia Police
services for health care, mental health including vocational services, recreThe Navigation Center works to not Department at (714) 993-8164.
treatment, and employment assistance. ational services, mental health services, only house the homeless, but to provide

Fullerton Rotary Face Shields for St. Jude
by Jane Rands
In a phone interview on April 5, Dan
Ouweleen explained how Fullerton
Rotary began making face shields for St.
Jude Hospital staff and employees.
Three weeks prior, the Rotary District
Governor had asked, “What can we do
to stop the virus (COVID-19)? What can
we do to help?”
Oweleen’s first plan was to leverage
his business connections with a factory
in China to purchase N95 facemasks for
St. Jude Hospital. But by the time St.
Jude responded to the offer, the facemasks had been purchased by someone
else.
Fellow Rotarian and board member
for St. Jude, Joe Lins came up with
another idea. Instead of buying masks,
they could buy face shields for St. Jude.
St. Jude found a producer who could
manufacture the shield materials
unassembled for $2 each. Rotary used a
$20,000 grant from their District
Governor to begin their project.
Since then, Fullerton Rotary, along

with a total of 23 other Orange County
and Long Beach clubs in District 5320,
have raised over $100,000 to purchase
the manufactured supplies at cost,
organize and train volunteers to assemble the shields, and deliver them to
frontline medical facilities. The clubs
that donate get to designate the medical
facility or nursing home that will receive
the shields.
With the help of OC United, they have
had up to 200 volunteers at a time at
locations in Dana Point, Mission Viejo,
Anaheim, and two in Fullerton. They
can assemble as many at 8,000 shields
per day. The Fullerton sites are at
PacMin and the Muckenthaler Cultural
Center. In addition to Rotary-funded
shields, PacMin is also assembling
shields for medical facilities to purchase
at cost.
The workstations at the assembly sites
are sterilized according to medical standards as approved by St. Jude. The volunteers are physically separated, wear
face shields and gloves, and have their
temperatures checked upon arrival.

Volunteers at the Muckenthaler constructing face shields.
Ouweleen explained the benefit of a
shield. It covers the wearer’s eyes and is
easier to breathe in than a facemask, but
staff at St. Jude wear both. In the field,
shields are not reusable without a means
to disinfect them. All hospital workers
are wearing them and they must be disposed of when contaminated. So far they
have assemble 18,000 shields. They
delivered 11,000 to St. Jude on April 7

and will be delivering more to St. Jude
as well as to local nursing homes.
Ouweleen said Rotary will "continue (to
assemble and donate shields) as long as
we have funding." To donate towards
the cost of supplies or to volunteer to
assemble face shields, go to
https://www.givsum.com/opportunities/r
otary-project-shield.
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OC HEALTHCARE AGENCY
RECOMMENDS FACE COVERINGS
ommendation was not a mandatory
order, Dr. Quick indicated that it could
According to the Orange County become one in the near future. Just two
Healthcare Agency (OCHCA), as of days prior to Dr. Quick issuing the recApril 11, Fullerton has had 35 confirmed ommendation, the Orange County Board
cases of COVID-19. This figure has of Supervisors declined, during an emergrown steadily in the past two weeks gency meeting, to pass a measure to
since the County began specifying by require gloves and masks for essential
city numbers of people
workers countywide. No
known to have been infectsuch item appears on the
ed with the potentially
agenda for the Board’s
deadly virus. Fullerton’s
regular meeting on April
Fewer than
St. Jude Medical Center
14.
13,000 OC
will not reveal if anyone is
The city of Fullerton
residents have
currently being or has been
issued a press release on
been tested for
treated there for the virus.
April 9 urging residents
Orange County updates
to report businesses and
COVID-19 to
county COVID-19-related
individuals who “are not
date, a small
statistics on a daily basis
in compliance” with the
fraction
on their
web site :
county recommendation
of the county’s
www.occovid19.ochealthto the Fullerton Police
info.com/coronavirus-inDepartment at (714)
population of
oc. They have also estab738-6800 even though
more than 3
lished a hotline for resithe
Fullerton
City
million.
dents,
open
Monday
Council has neither
through Friday between
passed nor discussed an
9am and 5pm at (833) 426ordinance
requiring
6411.
workers to wear face
During an April 9 press conference, coverings or gloves. The council last
OC Health Care Agency officer Dr. met on April 7, and isn’t scheduled to
Nichole Quick also announced new rec- meet again until April 21.
ommendations that essential workers
Asked how Fullerton police would
wear face coverings and gloves at work. respond to a report of non-compliance,
She emphasized that N95 masks should FPD Public Information Officer Sgt.
be reserved for front line health care Eric Bridges responded, “At this time
workers because they are in short sup- we are trying to educate those who are
ply, noting that people can make their not in compliance. As of right now we
own masks “from a variety of materi- prefer not to cite businesses or individuals.” Asked by one reporter why the rec- als, however this could change in the
by Matthew Leslie

Assemblymember Sharon QuirkSilva COVID-19 Teleconference
by Jane Rands
Assembly Member Sharon QuirkSilva hosted a COVID-19 teleconference on April 2 to respond to questions
submitted by constituents. 71 participants dialed in to hear answers to some
of the 160 questions her office received.
Questions not included on the call were
answered by phone or email after the
call. In addition, her office is fully
staffed to answer questions by phone at
(714) 525-6515.
Quirk-Silva provided a summary of
updates from Governor Newsom’s daily
briefings. She said there is a 90-day hold
on medical renewals and Covered
California enrollment has been extended
until June 30. Sales tax payments are
delayed for small businesses and microloans will be available from the State for
businesses that do not qualify for the
federal small business loan programs.
She
recommended
vising
treasurer.ca.gov and calchamber.com to
find resources available for small businesses.
She told parents to, “Create a day that
works for you,” acknowledging that
homeschooling while working from
home is a challenge. She said that parents could contact her office if they need
help accessing technology resources for
"distance learning” and recommended
taking advantage of websites for learning online. She said she has even read a
story and made a video about her garden
on Facebook.
She said that individual checks from
the $2 trillion stimulus money from the
Federal Government would be coming

over the next 4 weeks though, “Not soon
enough.” She said there are “thousands”
applying for unemployment and it’s taking up to 4 weeks for qualified recipients
to receive a check once their application
is submitted. She reminded people that
the Governor’s executive order on rent
and evictions requires that renters “must
speak with your landlord to get an extension” and there was no extension made
to the April 10 due date for property
taxes.
In response to questions, Quirk-Silva
talked about limits and closures.
Restaurants will be restricted to take-out
sales only as long as the governor’s
order remains in place. Schools will be
closed for the remainder of the school
year as directed by Tony Thurmond, the
State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, with K-12 students working
from home and college classes continuing online.
A dog walker in Fullerton asked if she
could assist her elderly clients. QuirkSilva cautioned her about social distancing. She said it is safe to assist by leaving a meal at the door and to always
wear a mask and gloves.
Another Fullerton caller asked if there
is a curfew. The Assemblywoman said
there is none mandated, but the stay-athome order asks that one only go out for
essentials, such as pharmaceuticals,
food, gas, takeout, banks, laundry, and
to provide necessary services like farmwork, trash pickup, law enforcement
and firefighting. Non-essential businesses, such as fitness centers, convention
centers, hair and nail salons, and others
are closed.

Fullerton Police Officers will now
be wearing face masks.
future.” Asked about how an officer
could legally cite someone, Sgt. Bridges
acknowledged that “there is no city
ordinance requiring someone to wear a
mask or gloves.” Officers currently
responding to reports of non-compliance with social distancing guidelines
“routinely clear the calls with full compliance,” according to Sgt. Bridges.
At present, workers in some Fullerton
grocery and retail stores can be seen
wearing masks, while others are not.
The highly contagious virus can be
spread by inhaling infected respiratory
droplets or getting them into the eyes.
The OCHCA’s website statistics are
updated daily, and as of April 12 show
that the County has passed the 1,200
mark for individuals testing positive for
the virus. 18 OC residents are known to
have died from it. Since March 27, the
number of people hospitalized has risen
and fallen, beginning with 50 and rising
to the highest number yet of 140 on
April 4. On any given day, roughly half
of all hospitalized patients are in an

Intensive Care Unit (ICU). The website
notes that “Numbers fluctuate day-byday due to changes in patient condition(s) and the number of hospitals
reporting.” The number of reporting
hospitals ranges from 19 to 24.
To date, fewer than 13,000 OC residents have been tested for COVID-19—
a small fraction of the County’s population of more than 3 million. Citing the
relatively small city of Laguna Beach’s
proportionately large percentage of positives tests in relation to its population,
another reporter asked if a high rate of
infections in one area of the County had
led the HCA to monitor specific areas
for the spread of the disease. Dr. Quick
replied that it had not, and that the whole
County should be considered “at risk”
for transmission. “There is not a particular city that we are monitoring more
closely,” she said.
Asked by the Fullerton Observer if
the disparity in percentages in people
testing positive from a smaller city like
Laguna Beach (35 of 23,358) vs. Santa
Ana (78 of 337,716) could be because
people in wealthier cities (like Laguna
Beach) were being tested more, Dr.
Quick said, “I don’t think that the
assumption would be just that wealthier
people are being tested more. There’s
probably criteria that individual health
plans as well as the public health lab are
using.” She did not know how many
people were being tested in each individual city in the county, but noted that
across California less than 1% of the
population had been tested overall, and
that the “risk of transmission is countywide. It isn’t varied by the city location.”

A Cypress resident asked what Quirk- Development Department (EDD) to get
Silva was doing to give property tax help with that information.
relief. She responded that county and
A resident of Anaheim asked whether
city services depend on it for safety there was a need for volunteers with a
services and infrastructure and so there medical background. Quirk-Silva said
would be no extension. She did, howev- the
State
has
a
website,
er, note that the Governor negotiated covid19.ca.gov/healthcorps, asking for
with 5 banks to defer mortgage pay- recent healthcare retirees to apply to
ments for up to 3 months, but like help and over 35,000 people responded.
renters communicating to landlords, “People are doing amazing things in this
homeowners must contime of crisis,” she said.
tact their lenders first.
She was asked if the State
A man in Buena Park
is opening Fairview hospital
Fairview state
asked what effect the
in Costa Mesa for homeless
shutdowns, unemploy- hospital in Costa people. She said the 118ment, and payment deferacre site will be used for
Mesa will be
rals will have on the local
“patients that do not have
opened for
economy. Quirk-Silva
COVID-19 but need major
non-COVID
said she was, “Really
healthcare,” with up to
patients, to
sorry to say there will be
1,100 beds if a surge occurs
major impacts on our
as predicted. “It’s definitely
alleviate
economy. Small businesshospitals in the going to be part of the solues will close and some
event of a surge tion.”
will be resilient and
She said postal service
in cases.
recover.” She said, “It
would continue with postal
keeps me up at night,”
carriers “putting themselves
because the State is
at risk.”
already struggling with
They are making testing
housing issues and “people picking available and getting results quicker, but
crops, gardeners, and housekeepers there is not a vaccine, but she’s going to
won’t be able to apply for help.”
keep her fingers crossed.
She recommended that those who
The State income tax filing deadline
could should donate diapers, gift cards, has been postponed from April to July
and food to food banks and to those pro- 15, the same as federal income tax filviding community services. She said ings, but she reiterated that the property
constituents could call her office to find tax deadline was not extended beyond
a trustworthy program to send donations April 10.
to.
Quirk-Silva announced an American
She responded to a question asking Red Cross Blood Drive on April 21 from
when one could expect to receive the 10am to 4pm at Hillcrest Park by
additional $600 in unemployment bene- appointment only and she will be hostfits recently approved under the CARES ing another call in the future. In the
Act. She said the State will distribute it, meantime, people can call her office at
but the State is waiting on the Federal 714-525-6515 and should “Stay safe,
Government to say how to distribute it. stay home, and stay healthy.”
She suggested calling the Employment
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Fullerton City Council Notes
April 7 Meeting
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of council
meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

Love Fullerton: Police chaplain Jason Phillips encouraged people to visit
www.lovefullerton.org for resources and ways to volunteer and/or donate to various
local non-profits during this crisis.

Information on Eviction Moratorium
On March 26, Fullerton City Council passed an eviction moratorium to provide
relief for those impacted by the coronavirus crisis. For information on what this
means for renters and landlords visit this page on the city’s web site: www.cityoffullerton.com/gov/departments/city_manager/public_information/novel_coronavirus/eviction_moratorium.asp.

Public Restrooms for the Homeless
Councilmember Jesus Silva said he
was concerned about homeless folks
who are still out there on the streets during this crisis, saying he had seen a number of them around the train station and
the downtown plaza.
“With all the restaurants closed, how
are they managing for their hygiene?
There’s nowhere to go. I’d like to see us
put a couple of porta-potties with sinks
to wash their hands; if there’s no place to
do that, I’m afraid this will cause an
even bigger public health hazard,” Silva
said.
City Manager Ken Domer said that the
City had removed the port-a-potty at the
transportation about two months ago
amid concerns about health and safety,

and that most city park bathrooms have
been closed. Domer said that with the
opening of the emergency shelter at
Independence Park, more homeless
folks are staying around there.
“So we’ll do an assessment, we’ll
work with the county, see what’s out
there and if it comes to it, we can look at
what park locations makes sense to have
an open restroom during this time,”
Domer said.
“For me, it’s a humanity thing,” Silva
said. “They’re out there, they don’t want
to go to shelters for whatever reason; we
can’t make them. I think we have to provide something for them to take care of
their needs.”

Grant for Tree Master Plan
Council voted 5-0 to allow the City to
partner with West Coast Arborists
(WCA, the City’s tree-trimming service)
to submit a proposal to the California
Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) for a grant to
fund Fullerton’s development of an
Urban Forest Master Plan and tree planting project. Fullerton has not updated its
Urban Forest Master Plan since 1998.
The grant request is for $377,000.
Under the city’s supervision, WCA will
develop the grant application and perform the work.

According to the staff report, “the
City’s urban forest has seen a significant
decline over the decades due to budgetary constraints and periodic drought.
Additionally, in recent years the City has
limited tree planting due to an outdated
master plan that lacks a widely-accepted
tree planting plan. The already mature
canopy is declining in health due to
drought, infrastructure issues, and trees
planted in unsuitable locations. If this
continues, the City will see a decrease in
canopy cover.”

City Purchases 12 New Police Vehicles
Council voted 5-0 to use “asset
seizure funds” to purchase four
unmarked police vehicles with emergency lighting and sirens estimated at
$140,771. The Police Department’s
Asset Seizure Fund is the result of narcotics seizures by Fullerton narcotics
officers, often in cooperation with federal agents. The following vehicles will be
purchased from Wondries Fleet Group
in Alhambra: Three 2020 Ram Trucks

and one Kia Sorento. The asset seizure
funds will allow the Police Department
to replace aging police vehicles without
impacting the City’s vehicle replacement reserve or general funds.
Council also unanimously approved
the purchase of eight Dodge Durango
Police Pursuit Vehicles from Bravo
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram in the amount
of $294,960 with funding from the
Equipment Replacement Program.

Funding for Senior Programs at
Fullerton Community Center
Council voted unanimously to accept a grant award from the County of Orange
Community Services Office on Aging to provide $54,465 to continue senior programs offered at the Fullerton Community Center, located at 340 W.
Commonwealth Ave. The City is required to provide an estimated $6,500 in matching funds. These programs and services, offered at the Fullerton Community Center,
provide older adults the opportunity to engage in organized enriching activities that
promote health, vitality and well-being. The programs will serve approximately
4,500 seniors.

The April 7 “virtual’ Fullerton City Council meeting.

Impact of COVID-19 on
City Revenues Continued from front page
Longer term impact of the crisis on
property tax revenue is unknown, but
will depend on market conditions,
potential for defaults/bankruptcies, and
home prices being impacted by the labor
market.
“With so many layoffs and other displacements, we don’t know how property values are going to rebound and how
soon, or if they’re going to dip,” Domer
said.

Other Revenue Losses
The Library Fund has seen a revenue
reduction of 9.9% (or a loss of $41,343)
due to the Library being closed.
The Park Fund revenue has seen a
reduction of 27.3% (with a projected
loss of $750,000), as the City is not collecting revenue for park rentals, weddings, and other events.
Gas Tax Revenues

The City is also seeing a reduction in
its share of gas taxes due to people staySales tax is another major source of
ing at home and not driving, and thereCity revenues. For the current fiscal
fore not needing to purchase gas. Most
year, they were budgeted at $22 million.
gas tax revenue goes toward road
Due to the downturn in business, sales
repairs.
tax revenues are down 7%.
•Gas tax revenues are down 4% (a loss
“Sales tax is probably our biggest conof $161,982) for the current fiscal year,
cern because it’s an indicator, really, of
and the projected loss for 2020/21 is
the life of our retail and commercial
$305,220.
businesses,”
Domer
•SB 1 Tax (also gas tax)
said. Downtown, many
is down 2% (or a loss of
businesses are closed.
$50,000 for the current fis“This public
Some restaurants are
cal year) and the projected
offering takeout, but
health crisis,
loss for 2020/21 is
their revenue is a fracthis
pandemic,
$52,000.
tion of what it is normal•Measure M2 (environhas had a
ly.
mental
mitigation) funding
significant
Regarding the longeris down 2% (or a loss of
term impact of a sales
fiscal impact
$50,000 for the current fistax decline, there are
on
city
cal year) and the projected
unknowns
regarding
loss for 2020/21 is
revenues.”
how long the economy
$223,000.
will take to rebuild.
-City Manager
Regarding gas tax/road
Once a restaurant opens,
Ken Domer
funding, “any reduction is
once a movie theater
painful because it means
opens, will people feel
less slurry, less crack seal,
comfortable going back
and one less mile of doing
out into crowds?
something with our roads,” Domer said.
“We’re going to see an impact in next
Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald requested
year’s projections for revenue, which
that the City create a special COVID-19
will impact our overall budget,” Domer
legislative platform for the City’s state
said.
and federal lobbyists (Townsend Public
City revenue from sales tax could also
Affairs) to advocate on behalf of
be affected by Governor Newsom’s
Fullerton.
recently-announced Small Business
Fitzgerald said that this should include
Sales Tax Deferral.
CalPERS (state employee benefits),
Regarding restaurants and hotels, the
school testing procedures, sales tax, and
overall projection is 30.3% decline in
economic development funding “that
revenue from $3.3 to $2.3 million for
we need here at the City for infrastruchotels.
ture and to get our economy rolling
Domer said that that estimate is “very
again.”
conservative” locally, because Fullerton
She said that, with the federal stimuhas two major hotels here that are
lus package, $1.5 billion is coming to
already closed (Holiday Inn and Howard
the state of California; however no
Johnson), which causes a major impact
money is earmarked directly for any city
because of the City’s 10% hotel tax. The
with a population under 500,000, which
ability for hotels to recover will depend
is the vast majority of cities in
on other industries such as transportaCalifornia, placing Fullerton at the
tion and tourism, including Disneyland.
mercy of the County for relief funding.
Sales Tax Revenue
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Domestic Violence Survivors
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lence in their relationships at home may
be experiencing increased insolation
“It’s been 3 weeks since I’ve left the and danger caused by social distancing
house and I'm getting more scared for guidelines during the Coronavirus panmy life,” said a survivor of domestic demic. More than ever before, home is
violence to the Women’s Transitional actually a dangerous place to be for surLiving Center (WTLC)’s Helpline vivors of domestic violence and many
Advocate over the phone. “My may be forced to stay at home with their
boyfriend has been getting more frus- abuser due to loss of economic means.
trated stuck at home and
Women’s Transitional
he’s been taking his
Living Center (WTLC)
anger out on me.” Her
CEO Mark Lee said,
More than ever
boyfriend was fur“Social distancing guideloughed due to the
lines mean survivors of
before, home
Coronavirus pandemic
domestic violence and
is actually a
and has been increasinghuman trafficking are at
dangerous
ly erratic at home, drinkrisk of being trapped with
place to be for
ing during the day, and
an abusive partner, with
staying up all night.
limited opportunities to
survivors of
For many people,
domestic violence access vital resources.”
social distancing means
In 2019, WTLC served
hunkering down at home
over 1,300 survivors of
and maybe binge-watchdomestic violence and
ing some Netflix shows
human trafficking and prowhile scrolling through their social vided 186 adults and 140 children with
media feeds from the comfort of their emergency shelter.
couches. But for domestic violence surWTLC’s 24-Hour Helpline and emervivors, it means living in fear of the per- gency shelter remain open for survivors
son in the room next to them, experienc- in need of services during this time, and
ing threats, constant monitoring, and the organization continues to provide
being further isolated from the resources teleservices, safe and confidential case
that could help them.
management through video conferencEvery year, more than 10 million ing and chatting, legal advocacy work,
Americans face domestic violence, and and tele-mental health services to fami1 in 3 women and 1 in 4 men have expe- lies and survivors in need.
rienced some form of physical violence
Increased isolation and stress due to
by an intimate partner. Trauma experts social distancing may increase the risk
warn that people who are facing vio- of abuse. It can be helpful to know the

signs that violence might be escalating.
4. If you feel your abuser may be monHere are a few signs to look for:
itoring your communications, delete
•Your partner might use social dis- calls and messages, use coded language,
tancing as an excuse to keep you inside or chat online in “incognito” mode.
the home, further isolating you from
5. Keep important numbers on your
family and friends.
person at all times, including the number
•Your partner might try to limit you or of someone you feel safe contacting if
your child’s access to medical care by you are in trouble.
withholding important medical informa6. Make sure that you have a means of
tion, in an attempt to
communication (cell phone
frighten you and keep
or phone card), access to
you inside the house.
your bank account, and any
•Your partner might
medication that you might
Even during a
threaten to kick you out
need with you at all times.
shelter-in-place
in an attempt to exert
7. Plan regular phone or
situation,
control over you, knowvideo chat check-ins with
escaping
ing that there is limited
your friends, family, and
access to public transpeople you trust.
an abuser is
portation and other
8. Practice self-care
considered
spaces for you to go.
even if you can’t leave the
“essential”
Are you experiencing
house – make sure you’re
travel.
increased insolation and
eating enough, try to get
danger due to social disenough sleep, and if you’re
tancing? Create a safety
able to leave the house, try
plan that will help during
taking a daily walk outside.
this stressful time. WTLC can help sur9. Recognize when it might be
vivors walk through a potential safety time to leave. Even during a shelter-inplan at 877-533-5522. When making place situation, escaping an abuser is
your safety plan, especially in light of considered “essential” travel.
the new uncertainty for most of our daily
10. Be an ally – check in on your
lives, here are 10 safety planning tips:
friends and neighbors during this time.
1. Trust your judgment. If a If you see something suspicious, call
situation/individual makes you uncom- 911.
fortable, trust that feeling.
If you, or someone you know, is expe2. Change your exit plan to account riencing abuse and is in need of assisfor shelter-in-place requirements as dif- tance, call WTLC’s 24-Hour Helpline at
ferent localities have different public (877) 533-5522 or text love@wtlc.org.
health advice regarding movement and In an emergency, always call 911.
gatherings.
3. Let a trusted friend/relative know if
Sarah Rha is a Communications
you feel like you are in danger or if a
Advocate at WTLC.
person/situation is suspicious.

City Council Notes (continued)

Agenda Forecast

by Sarah Rha

The next Fullerton City Council meeting is Tuesday, April 21 at 6:30pm. Agenda
items include: SB 743 Threshold, SB 2 Homeless Grant Year Two, Municipal Code
Amendments pertaining to Amending State Speed Limits, Fireworks Fee
Resolution, Program criteria for Implementation of a Mills Act Program, Short Term
Rental Regulations Study Session.

BALANCE & CHANGE
STAY THANKFUL, AND STAY HOME

This is an example of an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU).

Code Changes for Accessory Dwelling Units
Council voted unanimously to make
changes to the City’s municipal code
regarding Accessory Dwelling Units
(ADUs) to comply with recent State legislation.
In 2016, in order to deal with the
state’s housing crisis, the Governor
signed legislation to encourage produc-

tion of ADUs as a more affordable housing option.
In 2019, new legislation was passed
which limits the fees and regulations
that cities may impose, among other
provisions. Following the passage of
these laws, Fullerton has seen a significant increase in construction of ADUs.

I am writing this on March 31, with
the order of shelter-in-place being
extended to the end of April. We are
starting to see some cracks developing
in the social fabric. People are struggling right now with fear of what may
come and what is happening right
now. So, first, if you are healthy, be
thankful. That is something right now
that we cannot take for granted. For
many people this may be the first time
that they have ever had a serious
health threat. Even now, it is difficult
to believe. If you have enough money
to buy food, count this as another one
of your blessings. Be aware that there
are those who do not or cannot go out
to get supplies. Many of our elders are
terrified to go out. Offer to go to the
store for them. Leave the food on

porch. If you have a little extra, make
a meal for someone. Donate money to
a food bank. Give back.
Giving back often allows us to feel
better and that we have more control.
If you can sew and have fabric, contact your local hospital. See if they
need you to make face masks. Find
online communities that are organizing groups to sew for the hospitals.
Reach out to others. Be part of the
community. It is important, whether
you are doing it virtually or the neighbors having a glass of wine together,
separated by 6 feet. Be thankful that
you have a community to reach out to.
If you do not, there are many groups
out there that you can connect with.
Help flatten the curve by staying
thankful and stay in your home.

Electronic Billboards?
Council voted unanimously to
approve a resolution of intention to
allow for electronic billboards, primarily
along freeways that pass through our
city. The Fullerton Municipal Code currently prohibits billboards.
If approved by the Planning
Commission and the Council, the code

amendment would allow these billboards as long as they follow development standards and are a potential for
added revenue for the City.
“I’ve long advocated for this, and I’m
happy to see this,” Councilmember
Whitaker said.

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,
Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5 www.michellegottlieb.com

The DOWNTOWN Report
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by Mike Ritto AllMedia@sbcglobal.net © 2020
Most of you are settling in to the safeat-home lifestyle for now, so getting
information from the outside world has
become more important than ever. I am
also mired in my home office and not
spending time in and around downtown
like I have always done, but still keeping
in touch with business owners. Driving
up and down Harbor and the side streets
is a painful revelation. As we told you
in the last issue, there are a number of
downtown restaurants doing delivery
and take out menus, but it’s tough on
retailers unless they have a strong online
presence.
When I first considered moving my
office to downtown Fullerton in the 80s
it was a bit bleak, but not like now of
course. Downtown was rundown, a few
retail spaces were empty, and predictions of doom had been voiced, but we
were actually on the cusp of a
Renaissance that lifted us from irrelevance. At that time, malls were where
most wanted to go, even for restaurants.
Once this is over, there will surely be an
explosion of activity as the pent-up energy is released. That is something to look
forward to for sure. We all look forward
to seeing each other again.
Kate Dalton of Fullerton Heritage makes sure the turn signals are on.

Mobile Homes

Generosity
Glenn Georgieff propagated a lot of
plants in hopes of starting a neighborhood garden, but like most everything,
that had to be put on hold, so he started
giving them away.
Yes, FREE plants via a curbside
Tomato Collective. Mine are already in
the ground, loving the latest rain and
growing fast. Glenn promises the community garden project is still in the
works, with locations being scouted
now.
Also feeling generous is Owner/Chef
Imran Ali Mooki, owner of our newest
restaurant Khan Saab. His efforts caught
the attention of news media who ran a
story showing us they were giving away
150 meals and uncooked rice and lentils
to anyone in need on Friday, March 27
from 4 to 7pm. Just one month after
opening and they have already become
part of our community, and have contin-

ued with the giveaways, so thank you all
at Khan Saab.
Besides the two local restaurant
Facebook sources we mentioned in our
last issue, we have another one for you
to check out. ‘Fullerton loves food’ is
now on Facebook, and they have up-todate info regarding where you can get
food to go or for delivery service from
Fullerton restaurants. They welcome
positive comments and recommendations so check it out when you can.
Made Coffee on 107 W. Amerige has
been serving up excellent coffee choices
in a safe environment, plus, as you can
see below, they have been creating some
inspiring coffee bean art on the tables
that must remain unoccupied for the
time being. They offer takeout drinks
and pastries, or you can use
doordash.com.
Thanks to Leslie
Trasport for the news tip and photos.

Feeling a bit of cabin fever and having
gotten notified a number of times
regarding unique activity near downtown, I drove around, getting photos
from inside my car. Two houses were
now finally being moved from Chapman
Avenue to vacant lots just a couple of
blocks south, but logistics made it necessary to head east to Raymond, turn
south, west on Commonwealth, then
north on Lemon to Amerige.
Amerige was blocked off at the end
point, so I boldly ventured outside of
that comfort zone, making sure I stayed
far away from all who might inadver-

tently send the virus my way. I heard one
jogger say to the other as they spotted a
house coming west on Commonwealth
“That’s not a mobile home!” to which I
yelled as they passed “It is now!” We
laughed at the crazy sight of a house
being towed, and here and there residents set chairs out in front of their
homes as if waiting for a parade to
begin. The event was definitely something worth watching in an era that is
largely bereft of action of any kind.
Both structures made it intact and will
be restored.

ACE IS THE PLACE

ROAD WORK

This just came in: Ace Hardware on
Commonwealth Avenue downtown
(AKA Fullerton Hardware to us longtime residents) is offering curbside pickup or delivery to Ace Rewards members
who order $50 of merchandise. Call
(714) 526-3351 or visit www.acehardware.com. Thanks to Christine Romer
for the tip.

A brief update, as promised: Repairs
on Orangethorpe from Woods to
Highland and Euclid from Fern to
Bastanchury have been approved by our
City Council and will be paid for using
SB1 gas tax funds. There will be several
phases of design and construction with
completion scheduled for early 2021.

Photo Quiz
Last issue: Wow,
not ONE person recognized the house (at
right) in the last issue,
and since I don’t
know, and that’s why I
asked, this is our first
fail. A mystery.

This issue: Guess we
better made this one easier, what year was this
photo (at left) taken?
Send your answer to
Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net
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“MIX IT UP” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

A home and garden featured on the 2019 Fullerton Beautiful Garden Tour.

Fullerton Beautiful
Announces Dissolution
from around the world. This was a volunteer effort.”
After 35 years of sponsoring and pre“Since Fullerton was hosting the
senting activities and programs aimed at Olympic Team Handball sport at CSUF
the beautification of the city of in 1984, it occurred to me that Fullerton
Fullerton, the nonprofit organization should do the same, with the slogan
Fullerton Beautiful has announced it ‘Clean Up Fullerton, Company's
will no longer be active in the communi- Coming.’ We enlisted every volunteer
ty. The group’s last open gardens tour group we could contact and assigned
was held in April 2019.
each to a City major arterial. And clean
Kay Miller, Fullerton Beautiful presi- we did! We did special plantings at the
dent, explained that the majority of both Transportation Center and arranged to
the organization’s board of
have trees in 25-gallon
directors and general memcontainers placed in the
bership voted to dissolve
median along Yorba Linda
the organization.
The organization Boulevard.”
Funds in the organizaOnce the Olympics were
was born in
tion’s treasury were donatover, several citizens
the preparation thought a year-round voled to the nonprofit
for the 1984
Fullerton Heritage for
unteer beautification effort
landscape assessment and
would be a good program,
Summer
tree trimming at the former
and Fullerton Beautiful
Olympics.
Hunt Branch Library,
was born, according to
which is listed on both the
McClanahan.
-Molly
National Register of
Since its founding, the
McClanahan
Historic Places and the
organization, in addition to
City’s local landmarks list.
its open gardens tour,
Miller said the bulk of
sponsored communitythe organization, planning,
wide beautification efforts,
selection, and legwork for the open gar- including planting trees, coordinating
dens tour, and the organization’s other Arbor Day activities, conducting landactivities was done by board members.
scape beautification contests for both
Miller added, “Although our small residents and businesses, and presenting
board’s involvement had been a labor of programs on beautification for the comlove, it was increasingly becoming just a munity. In addition, the organization has
labor that was difficult for us to carry on. sponsored scholarships for horticulture
In spite of our solicitation for new board students attending Fullerton College.
members in newsletters and in the
Miller said she would like to thank the
media, we weren’t successful to the board members who have worked
extent needed.”
incredibly hard over the years. In addiMolly McClanahan, former Fullerton tion, she had special thanks for Fullerton
mayor and a founding member of attorney Rick Price, who volunteered to
Fullerton Beautiful, said the organiza- handle all the legalities of the formal distion was born in the preparation for the solution process.
1984 Summer Olympics.
“Finally I would like to thank all our
“I was on the City Council and was members, garden owners, garden tour
fortunate to hear Peter Ueberroth, chair- attendees, and volunteers who have
man of the Olympic Committee hosted helped us over the 35 years of our exisby Los Angeles,” McClanahan recalled. tence and significantly contributed to
“He shared how Los Angeles readied for making Fullerton (even more) Beautiful.
the 1932 Olympics by cleaning up the We couldn’t have done it without you,”
city to welcome athletes and visitors Miller said.
by Sylvia Palmer-Mudrick

ACROSS
1. Tropical tree
5. Middle of March
9. 16th century English
composer William
14. Prevaricator's bio?
15. Pixar's lost fish
16. Hybrid big cat species
17. "Oedipus Rex" author
19. Dangerous strain of
food poisoning
20. Flip response?
21. In favor of
22. "The Watcher in the Woods"
puppy
23. Scratchy's foe
25. "___ dollar for that."
(overheard at a yard sale, say)
26. Mud bath locale
29. Inventor Whitney
30. Away from port
31. Permanent ink

DOWN
1. ___ posh
2. ___ vera
3. Pop singer Dua
4. Former Huffington Post UK
political editor Hasan
5. Monsters, ___ (2001 Pixar film)
6. Oracle site
7. Manicurist's board
8. Comme ci, comme ca
9. Kitchen appliance, and a hint to
the scrambled, circled settings
10. Thin material used in
Asian watercolors
11. Prefix with phobia
12. Postpone
13.Actress Christensen
of "Parenthood"
18. Prefix with porosis
24. Most well-matched
25. "Your present ___ the tree."
26. Fr. holy women

33. Frozen drinks at 7-11
37. Light beige
38. Assassinated
40. This, in Tijuana
41. Pittsburgh Pirates player Willie
43. Adventurous
45. Pear variety
46. ___ canto (singing style)
47. Sheep's cry
48. Modify
51. Main artery
53. Actor Rubinek et al
54. Band booking
55. Assumed name
59. "The Idea" (1932 French film)
60. Color changing jewelry
62. Ain't right?
63. Kind of sax
64. Lantz and Nahan
65. Old West lawman Earp
66. Actresses Long and Vardalos
67. Stocking stuffers
27. Treaty
28. Gillette razor
30. "When We Were Kings" subject
32. Like some flights
33. "Do the Right Thing"
pizzeria owner
34. Online bro?
35. Sicilian erupter
36. Heroic tale
39. US corp. structure
42. Actor Lou ___ Jr.
44. Hitching post?
46. Colombia's capital
48. Accept it ___ (hard rule)
49. Milk
50. Kingdom ruled by the Herods
51. Garlicky mayonnaise
52. Elite
54. Fed
56. Passionate about
57. Malaria symptom
58. Deflating balloon sound
61. Author John ___ Passos
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STORIES FROM THE TRENCHES:
Families, Teachers, and Schools
Cope with School Closures
Continued from front page
“As for me, I’ve worked from home
The younger girl is learning how to for a few years now, so I’m less conroller skate. She also has a mail circle cerned about childcare.” Bobby’s wife
with a group of friends where they mail works at Kaiser. “So, when she comes
letters to each other. That is snail mail, home, she heads straight upstairs and
not email.
changes out of her work clothes, puts
She also created a post office. “It them in a plastic bag and showers before
includes mailing supplies (small notes) she comes down to greet us.”
and a stamp,” Mehul said. “Everyone in
“I worry about what happens when
the house uses the notes to write notes to this is all over and people start to go
each other. We each came up with our back to work. Will the schools start at
own funny street name. After writing the the same time people go back to their
note, we address it to the person—their jobs? If schools are still out, who will
name, their street name and finally a watch the children? I work from home
stamp on the letter. We
so we’ll be fine, but what
rotate as the mail person
about others?”
and deliver the letters
There are some real posievery night from the post
tives, though. ”The best
office to everyone's indi“I feel with
part is having them home. I
vidual mailboxes. The
feel like they grow up so
the kids being
mailboxes are paper cups
fast, I love having this time
home now, we
that everyone has decowith them. It’s a blessing,”
rated and added their
are bonding,
Bobby said.
street names. The notes
and that’s been
A father of a daughter in
cheer us up during the
9th
grade at Troy and a son
a positive thing
day."
in 3rd grade at Laguna Road
for all of us.
Bobby is the father of
has found his daughter’s
a 9th grade son at Troy
learning experience lacking,
High School, and a
especially in her math class.
daughter in 7th grade at
“There’s not enough supParks Junior High. In the
port,” he said. ”There’s just no interacmorning, they each log on at 8:00 to tion. They’ll maybe post a video on-line
their first class to verify their atten- and my daughter is supposed to watch it
dance. If they don’t, the home receives a and do what it says. If she doesn’t underphone call or email to check on the stand, there’s no one to explain it to her.
absence. The rules are pretty much the Yes, she can email the teacher, but all
same as if they are at school actually sit- she gets is an email response with the
ting in their classrooms. If they need to same explanation. They should post an
contact a teacher, they can email, or in interactive video, maybe twice a week.
some instances, on-line chat with the There is so much unknown. No tutoring
teacher if they have concerns. Bobby’s is available. That could be done with
kids work on their assignments until video conferencing.”
they are completed each day. “They are
“I have a friend who teaches at a compretty disciplined. My son is in an AP munity college and he teaches all his
Computer Science class and is in a 4- classes with video and stands in front of
person group for his group work. He is the camera writing on a white board
also in 4 other honors-level classes and showing the students how to work out
has a couple of group projects in those the problem,” he said. “Students can
classes, as well. He is diligent about also ask questions.”
doing his assignments; my daughter is,
Both kids miss their friends, miss the
too,” Bobby said. “This is obviously not personal interaction, and sometimes
home-schooling; it’s just about doing miss their teachers. But they seem to be
your best.”
adapting well. On the plus side, his
Because they are responsible about daughter is teaching herself the ukulele
their schoolwork, the only challenge is from the Internet, and his son spends
boredom and figuring out activities for time outdoors practicing sports, such as
their spare time. “Structuring is hard. basketball and baseball, in the back
We limit their time on the iPad, but we yard. They also each take a turn making
try to stick to a daily schedule. We take dinner once a week. “We are eating
walks in the evening in our neighbor- healthier now that we are eating at
hood, play board games and we’ve home,” he said. “I feel with the kids
learned some new card games,” Bobby being home now, we are bonding, and
said. “And they are delving into learning that’s been a positive thing for all of us.
new languages on the Internet.”

Working from home has become the new normal for students and teachers.

A couple who are both high school
English teachers (not in the Fullerton
District) have a 5-year old son. One of
the challenges for them has been to
teach and prepare lessons while occupying their son and helping him with his
schoolwork. Many of the wife’s fellow
teachers are struggling with the same
challenge—trying to work while their
children are at home. Another challenge
her district and school have had is coming up with teaching and grading policies that are uniform and fair for all. The
policy at the present is that no student’s
grade can be lowered, but they can be
raised. This can be tricky to keep students motivated when they know their
grade won’t suffer. The teachers can
choose to have video classes and/or post
assignments online.
When she administered a survey to her
freshmen and junior IB students recently, one question was, “What are some of
the challenges you face in being able to
complete your schoolwork, if any?
Please let me know if you are sharing a
device with other family members, if
you are helping your parents watch
younger siblings, etc.” Some of the
answers that showed up regularly
among her students were:
“There are so many distractions in the
home.“
“There’s no place in my small apartment to do my schoolwork or just be
alone.”
“We only have one computer for me
and my 2 siblings.”
“I miss human contact; I miss my
friends; I even miss my teachers.”
“I’m the oldest and I have to watch my
younger siblings all day while my parents—a doctor and nurse—are at work.
I’m responsible for helping them with
their schoolwork. It makes it really hard
to get my own assignments done.”
As a teacher, she also misses the interaction she has with her students as well
as with her fellow teachers.
Q & A with Julienne Lee,
Fullerton School District
Asst. Superintendent of
Educational Services
What policies has the District set in
place for teaching during the stay-athome order? Video conferencing?
Posting assignments on a site?
JL: The Fullerton School District (K8) has a plan called FSD 360° A Circle
of Support, which offers to students and
parents support from school sites, district resources, and community outreach. The plan includes five elements
of distance learning that include quality
instruction, designed learning activities
and experiences, online engagement
systems, distant learning expectations
such as recommended schedules and
communication outreach to students and

parents. A blended learning approach is
taken with a combination of hardcopy
packets that are available at sites and
resources provided online. Information
can be found on the district’s website
under Distance Learning or by visiting:
https://sites.google.com/myfsd.org/fsddistance-learning/home.
How much leeway does each individual school have in setting their own
policies? Or, in other words, what is the
division among the District, the
schools, and the teachers in the policies
they each are able to determine?
JL: Each site has developed a distance learning plan around the five elements, incorporating their instructional
vision and addressing their community
needs. The schools have been directly
communicating with parents regarding
their site's instructional plans. Each
school site has a webpage dedicated to
distance learning, and specific plans on
platforms, communication, and instructional plans will be posted on each
school’s website.
How is grading being handled?
JL: We currently have a Grading
Committee that meets to provide input
on grading policies, participation, citizenship and home support to encourage
active learning. Based on guidance from
Governor
Newsom,
California
Department of Education, and Orange
County Department of Education, the
committee will recommend that grading
policies hold students harmless for
spring grades (code.ca.gov).
How is the District meeting the needs
of students whose parents don’t speak
English, or students who have learning
disabilities, physical disabilities, etc.
JL: All community messages including videos are translated into both
Spanish and Korean. Teachers are asked
to differentiate instruction based on the
diverse needs of their class, including
English Learners, students with specials
needs, and Gifted and Talented (GATE)
students as well as those without internet access.
My grandson is a student at Hermosa
Drive Elementary School and they post
a lot of activities on Instagram, such
as, “Post a picture of you in your PJs,”
and “Furry Friday—post a photo of
you and your furry friend,” etc. They
also have regular posts of their teachers reading books. Is this something
other schools are doing?
JL: Many schools/teachers have been
sending home family activities as well
as fun learning activities through their
distance learning plan as well as through
social media. The district has family
challenges, art activities, and family
conversation tips on the Parent Resource
page as well. Hardcopies of home activities are also being passed out along
with learning packets.
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PAIN AND GLORY: TWO HITS

CaroleAnn Curley, a Laguna Road teacher, holds a virtual class meeting.

From Jeremy Davis, CCTO Fullerton
School District Asst. Superintendent of
Innovation and Instructional Support...
How are the district and the schools handling
technology issues, such as access to WIFI and
devices for all students?
JD: We are getting information regarding home
Internet, WIFI, and device access in a number of
ways. We did an in-class survey, a home
phone/app/email survey, and now we are calling
every family at every site to ask about access and
devices. We have also partnered with a company
that parents can call or text to get free or low-cost
Internet set up in their homes. We highly suggest
parents work with this company. They are called
Human I-T and they respond fastest through texting.
Their text number is (562) 372-6925 and their
phone number is (888) 391-7249. We are working
on other ways to get students access as well and will
have more information in the coming weeks. All of
our 5th-8th grade students have take-home iPads
every year through the district VIP (Visible
Innovation Program). Schools have also sent home
iPads to 4th graders and to other grades.

Q & A with Caroleann Curley, 3rd Grade
Teacher at Laguna Road Elementary School
What is your situation at home—kids, spouse,
working from home, etc?
CC: I have a daughter and her friend doing college remotely. My husband is a school administrator
in south county and drives there each day so he is
accessible to his community to better respond to
needs there. There are some days our Internet is
maxed out and things are moving pretty slowly, but
we’re hanging in there.
How are you doing distance learning with your
students?
CC: My students all have iPads provided by my
school’s foundation so that makes it easy for me to
connect with them everyday. I email daily lesson
plans to my students and their parents and then hold
a class Zoom meeting each morning for direct
instruction and to answer questions about the day.
Besides email, we use two main platforms, Google
Classroom and Seesaw, to share assignments. My
kids also enjoy Flipgrid, which is an app where they
share videos of their work and give each other feedback. I also create screencasts for instruction in
reading, writing, and math and share them with students via Google Classroom. Our district’s adopted
ELA, math, and science curricula also have online
components that are useful. Some of these apps are
helpful because they give automatic feedback to
students when they are learning new skills.
Do you have time during the week for “office
hours” so students can ask questions or get help?
CC: Yes. I post my office hours on my lesson
plans, but honestly, parents and students can email
me throughout the day for help and I will respond as
quickly as I can.
What have you found to be the most challenging
part of working from home?
CC: One would think working from home would
be easy with lots of extra downtime, but I have

found it to be more demanding. It takes a lot of time
to produce screencasts, give feedback, and curate
curriculum to best fit the needs of my students.
How are you handling grading the students? Is
there some sort of uniform grading policy at your
school or from the District?
CC: Grades are not the focus right now. My goal
is to keep students connected to school and learning.
I work to give them meaningful feedback so they
can move forward in mastering their grade level
standards. I am keeping track of assignments, but
realize that some families are under a lot of stress
and have unique needs and they are all doing the
best they can every day. My principal is keeping us
informed about how the District would like us to
handle grading as we progress. There are committees at the district level that are listening to the
directives from the State and County that will help
us navigate this in the weeks to come.
Are there some students you feel you aren’t
reaching, either because of lack of Internet access,
or just non-participation? What do you do about
that?
CC: My goal is to connect with every child every
day in some way. If I see that a student hasn’t been
at our Zoom class meeting or submitted any assignments for the day, I reach out to them and their parents to see if there is any way I can help. Sometimes
it’s a tech issue so I refer them to our District for
help. Our Tech Media Services has been very
responsive and a great support to all of us as we
continue to forge ahead with remote learning.
Have there been any unexpected benefits to you,
either as a teacher or a parent yourself?
CC: I can’t think of any benefits! I miss my class
so much. This is really hard on everyone involved.
Learning is very much a social act for students as
well as cognitive and I know it’s hard for the students to be at home for so long.
A positive outcome, however, is the way our
school community has come together under the single mission to continue learning for our students.
Teachers, support staff, administrators – everyone
has worked as a team and has gone above and
beyond to make this happen for our kids.
What has been the hardest part?
CC: I would say the hardest part was the timeline.
This all happened overnight! We’ve all had to learn
a lot in a short amount of time. Teachers have needed to build new systems to instruct, disseminate
materials, and give feedback. Students have needed
to learn new ways of showing what they have
learned. Parents probably have it the hardest. They
are holding down the fort at home and are also figuring out how to help their students.
Anything else you’d like to say?
CC: I am honestly so proud of my parents and
students for jumping on board so quickly. This is
such a stressful time for many families, but they
have really helped by staying positive and supportive. My principal as well as specialists at the district
level have done such an amazing job supporting me
as I figure this all out with my students. It really has
been such a team effort to provide a network of support for our families and students.
Visit www.fullertonsd.org for more information.

Two great talents combine their artistry to create a film
rich in imagery and contemplative in tone. Spanish
writer/director Pedro Almodovar, who dropped out of a
seminary at nineteen, claims to have completed his education by watching films, particularly those of Luis
Buñuel and Billy Wilder, as he went on to create twentyone of his own movies, most of which have received
international acclaim.
Starring in several Almodovar films, Antonio Banderas
has had an equally stellar career as an actor. In “Pain and
Glory” he plays the role of an aging director, Salvador
Mallo, who has enjoyed fame and recognition, but
throughout his successful career he has suffered debilitating illnesses. Although not strictly autobiographical,
many parallels exist between Mallo and Almodovar. The
physical discomfort of migraine headaches, tinnitus,
asthma, and recurrent back pain have challenged Mallo
throughout his adult life. (For his portrayal of Mallo,
Banderas was nominated for an Academy Award.)
The movie’s opening image arrests our attention as we
see a man sitting at the bottom of a swimming pool. Soon
we learn the relevance of this image when Mallo finds
relief for his back pain by suspending himself in water.
Events from his past career affect Mallo’s mood and a
phone call from a former lover, Federico (Leonardo
Sbaraglia), jolts him into a realization of his current loneliness. Another jolt comes when he hears Alberto, an
actor friend he has alienated several years earlier, perform a monolog that Mallo has written.
Mitigating the contemplative tone of the movie as it
focuses on Mallo’s present life, we have colorful flashbacks to Mallo as a child (Asier Flores). He is seen with
his mother, Jacinta, played by Penelope Cruz, whose
beauty is as luminescent as ever, even as she washes
sheets in a nearby river. We see this young family move
to a small town in Valencia, where the father has found
work as a day laborer and is only able to afford for his
family to live in an odd dwelling—a cave. (These cave
homes do exist in Spain, even today.) Undaunted, Jacinta
proceeds to white-wash the walls and hire a workman to
make this dwelling into a pleasant, livable home.
Also contrasting with Mallo’s current feelings of loss
and alienation, Director Almodovar places his aging protagonist in a stylish contemporary home filled with
splashes of dramatic colorful art and eye-catching posters
from his own films. A guest visiting the house comments
that it looks less like a home and more like a contemporary art museum. (The set is actually Almodovar’s own
home.)
Why does “Pain and Glory” succeed so well as a film?
Banderas and Almodovar have worked together on nine
movies and have developed a rapport that enables them
to convey broad displays of emotion as well as subtle
entanglements of emotion. They both work comfortably
with women actors of all ages. By the end of the movie
we see an aged Jacinta, now played by Julieta Serrano,
who generates a humor and wisdom that commands the
screen as completely as Cruz’s gorgeous, vivacious,
younger Jacinta had. Adding to the richness of the movie,
cinematographer Jose Luis Alcaine produces haunting
images, memorable even without words.
Nominated by the Academy for a Best International
Film Award, “Pain and Glory” is currently available
through HBO’s On Demand.
[Correction: The Early April edition of the Fullerton
Observer contains a review of “The Report,” which
refers to the document prepared for Senator Diane
Feinstein and her Senate Committee as a 6,700 word
report. It should say 6,700 page report.]

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.
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Living History: Fullerton’s Historic Oak
by Jensen Hallstrom
In 1914, the senior class of Fullerton High School planted a young oak seedling in the center
of the newly-constructed campus. Over time, the oak cast a larger shadow as it’s branches grew
each year and soon invited students to rest under it’s cool shade. The tree was already ten years
old by the time Leo Fender was a freshman at FUHS. 106 years later, the tree still stands with
its sprawling limbs stretching 70 feet wide. The species, Quercus agrifolia (Coast live oak) is
native to coastal california and is deeply rooted in the culture of indigenous Kizh people for
whom oaks provided a valuable food source and sacred areas for ceremonial gatherings. One
variation of the word for oak in the Kizh language is, “we'aashar.” An exceptional specimen
growing in Temecula is estimated to be over 1,000 years old.

1933: the tree is 19 years old.

Photo taken in 1914.

1928:the tree is 14 years old.
Leo fender graduates FUHS

1945:The tree is 31 years old. World War II ends.

1930: The tree is 16 years old. The Great Depression begins.

2020:The tree is 106 years old.

Unfortunately, the old FUHS oak does not have any recognition/protection as
a local landmark. In recent years, the contractor hired by the FJUHSD has been
improperly trimming the canopy by "topping" branches, threatening the tree's
health. For any comments/questions, contact me: Jensenhallstrom@gmail.com.
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Do Not Cut Down the Black Walnut
Tree at Hillcrest Park
As the Friends of Fullerton’s Urban
Forest, representing nearly 100
Fullerton residents, we are writing this
letter to request the city of Fullerton
cease attempts at removing a historic
Southern California Black Walnut Tree,
a native Fullerton tree species, at the
Northeast corner of Hillcrest Park.
Fullerton is home to a wide variety of
tree species, however, few of them are
endemic to the region. Fullerton’s native
tree species, such as the Southern
California Black Walnut (Juglans californica), are more than just any other
tree in a park. They represent centuries
of historic flora that existed in
Fullerton’s natural landscape and are
integral to our cultural heritage. Before
early settlers arrived in what is now
known as the city of Fullerton,
California, United States; the original
inhabitants of the land, known as the
Tongva-Kizh, used the Southern
California Black Walnut as an important
dietary and cultural resource.
The Black Walnut was an important QandA.pdf). This is something the
nutritional and cultural plant resource Friends of Fullerton’s Urban Forest
for the Tongva peoples. They ate the seeks to revise and amend within our
meat of the walnut, and used the inner upcoming Fullerton Urban Forest
Management Plan. When
shells to make a black dye
a threatened tree species is
used to decorate their high
removed, it should be
quality basket weaving
When one of
replaced with another tree
products. Tongva artisans
of the same species if not
these trees is
filled the empty shells with
another endangered tree
asphaltum, a sticky black
removed, the
species endemic to the
substance that naturally
impact goes
region. Native trees that
seeps up from the ground
far beyond
have been infested with
in the Los Angeles area, as
insects or disease from cliaesthetics and
we can still see today at
mate change-exacerbated
the La Brea Tar Pits and on
affects entire
conditions, and migration
our local beaches. They
ecosystems.
patterns, ultimately lead to
pressed pieces of abalone
devastation, especially
shell into the asphaltum,
when there is a monoculand used the walnut halves
ture (large numbers of the
to gamble in a type of dice
same tree located in close proximity to
game.
Since the Southern California Black each other). Species diversity is key to
Walnut is a native species, they promote preventing monocultures and to protectnative wildlife and habitats, can grow to ing the health of trees. Maintaining our
a variety of sizes, and are species that existing native tree species is needed to
are important to the history and identity widen the palate for replacement trees
of Fullerton. The Southern California and to help promote neighboring tree
Black Walnut is native to California and health and resiliency to climate change,
requires very little water. When one of droughts, and wildfires.
We recommend trimming versus comthese trees is removed, the impact goes
far beyond aesthetics and affects entire plete removal: In order to maintain the
health of the tree, please do not remove
ecosystems.
In order to slow the decline of addi- the tree or cut it down to its trunk.
tional native trees, the Southern Instead, remove the dead branches near
California Black Walnut was added as a the top of the canopy, and none from the
protected species in the city of Los under canopy branches. Thank you.
Angeles, regulating relocation, removal,
Jose Trinidad Castaneda, Phyllis
and replacement (https://planning.lacCopp, and Jensen Hallstrom
ity.org/ordinances/docs/ProtectedTree/
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Response from City Manager
Re: Black Walnut Tree
The City is aware of the letter request
for the individual black walnut tree.
On November 5, 2019 the City
Council approved a plan to update the
City’s Tree Master Plan in addition to
approving a request by City Staff to proceed with deferred tree removals by
using funds from the City’s Liability
Reserve Fund. The update to the Tree
Master Plan is to be an update to the
1998 Fullerton Community Forest
Management Plan. Funding for care of
the City’s urban forest has not been sufficient over the last two decades and as a
result tree trimming schedules are
pushed back, tree removals have been
deferred, and replanting of more appropriate tree specimens have not been
completed. The update to the Plan will
provide the City a better guide, prepared
by certified arborists, as to care and
maintenance of our urban forest. Of
course, proper care and maintenance is
dependent upon funding the recommended level which, based on the City’s
financial ability, we have not been meeting to date.
The November 5th action also
addressed the backlog of tree removal
by using our Liability Fund Reserve to
remove those trees most in need of
removal based on the concept that if one
of those trees failed and caused a claim
against the City, the expense for such a
claim would be more than using the
funds currently to remove those problems. Attached, please find a list of the
trees at Hillcrest Park that were list for
removal based on either being either diseased, declining, or dead.
Please note, West Coast Arborists, the
City’s tree contractor, has a staff of professional and certified arborists. The
City also has an arborist on staff. Our
Landscape
Supervisor
is
an

International Society of Arboriculture
(ISA) Certified Arborist. The credential
was obtained through years of practical
work experience in arboriculture, hundreds of hours of assessed professional
arboriculture training, successful completion of the Certified Arborist Exam
and continuing education. The City’s
arborist inspects the work completed by
Fullerton’s contractor and ensures the
trimming is done effectively and safely.
While I appreciate the sentimentality
that a tree brings, specifically if it is
older, I also have an obligation to ensure
public safety and reduced liability to the
City. Please remember that in the City
of Whittier a tree in a park that is alleged
to have shown decay for the previous ten
years fell in December 2016 killing a
woman at her daughter’s wedding.
There is a claim against the City of
Whittier and a court date is set for April
of this year.
Also, remember that when originally
purchased by the City, the site of
Hillcrest Park was bare of trees. The
City planted hundreds of trees in the
1920’s. Those that remain from that initial planting are nearing 100 years old.
The goal is to make sure that under a
new Community Forest Management
Plan that we plant the best trees for the
park as well as do so in a staggered fashion that a continual canopy is maintained for the benefit of our residents
and park visitors.
While I appreciate the want to save the
Black Walnut Tree and respect the wellintentioned desire of interested community members, I am bound to follow the
advice of professional and certified
arborists when it comes to our urban forest related to our tree management.
Kenneth A. Domer, City Manager
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Photo courtesy of Fullerton Public Libary Launer Local History Room (Thank you to Cheri Pape).

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2019

Peering at the Past
of the Pierotti House
Where Bastanchury meets Bradford able to build his two-story house for his
Avenue, close to the border of Fullerton wife, Jane, and their four children.
and Placentia, there’s a house hidden
According to the City of Fullerton
from the street and the surrounding website, “Mr. Pierotti commissioned
neighborhood behind fencing and high Charles Shattuck to design and supershrubs. A brown sign in the middle of vise the construction of the house.”
the road points to a historiShattuck was a prominent
cal landmark behind a gate
architect from the Los
that has been closed for a
Angeles area for over fifty
long time. Behind those
According to the
The large ranch years.
gates is the Pierotti House,
National Register of
homes were a
one of the finest examples
Historic Places, he came
visual statement from New Hampshire in
of Neo-Classical residential
architecture in the Fullerton
that revealed the the early 1880s and pracarea.
ticed in Los Angeles until
prosperity and
Designed by Charles
his death in November of
fine life style of 1944. He is noted for
Shattuck of Los Angeles,
the successful
the two-story redwooddesigning several large
sided house features a varibusiness structures in LA,
ranchers.
ety of diverse architectural
including several country
elements. We can tell what
clubs, the City’s first protypes of architectural eleduce market, and its first
ments make up the house by looking mausoleum. While the Pierotti House
back at historical photos from the was under construction, Shattuck travFullerton Public Library Local History elled from Los Angeles at least once a
Room. Prominent among these are two week to personally monitor its progress.
pairs of fluted Ionic columns made from
Mr. Pierotti was also actively involved
redwood, which support a richly with the business affairs of the commudetailed pedimented portico. According nity for many years, and his wife proto the city of Fullerton website, “the moted many cultural activities in the
front balcony extends out to form the top area. Their house was frequently used to
of the porte-cochere. Palladian-style entertain prominent local persons and
fans accent some of the windows, and friends from Los Angeles, where the
the variety of bays and window arrange- family had many social connections.
ments contributes to the appearance of
According to the National Register of
intricate detailing. The interior features Historic Places, “Mrs. Pierotti, after a
rosewood paneling, ceiling beams and visit to Lucca, Italy in 1927, designed
cabinetwork.” Interestingly, the house the gardens around the house to reflect
was built with a cellar that still contains what she saw there. The gardens have
a coal-fired furnace to heat the rooms matured under the careful management
above. The grounds contain gardens, a of her daughter, Leonora Pierotti. The
sunken court, and some of the original formal sunken garden with its fountain
orange trees planted by Mr. Pierotti.
and steps, the border of rose bushes
After doing further research into the along the driveway, and the majority of
house’s history, I learned that the Pierotti the shrubs, had been planted. Among the
family was one of the earliest to settle in Valencia and Naval orange trees in the
the Fullerton-Placentia area. Attilio southwest corner of the property, thirPierotti played a key role in the develop- teen are almost 90 years old. Other fruits
ment of organized packing, shipping, include lime, lemon, grapefruit, tangelo,
and marketing of citrus from the area. avocado, fig, plum, peach, kiwi, apple
Born in Lucca, Italy in 1857, he came to and persimmon trees. King Palms, purthe United States in 1874, and settled in chased from the Huntington Library in
Orange County two years later. By 1909, San Marino, are among several species
he had acquired forty acres of land and of palms which still survive. The layout
had enjoyed enough success in the of the gardens provides for small intiorange-growing business that he was mate spaces with a high degree of priva-

cy on the north and south sides and a
magnificent formal sunken garden in the
front (east) yard.”
Looking back at a few forms from the
National Register of Historic Places, I
learned that there are around thirty to
forty neoclassical residences in
Fullerton, Placentia, Yorba Linda, La
Habra, Brea, and Anaheim, but most are
single-storied and modest in form. The
Pierotti House was a departure from the
typical Craftsman Bungalows and
Colonial Revival grove houses being
built between 1900 and 1920. Those
built after 1920 were mostly Spanish
Colonial in style. It’s important to mention that grove houses were the center of
the 10 to 20 acre citrus ranches that covered much of North Orange County.
Citrus was the prime industry that provided the economic force to sustain
these towns. The large ranch homes
were a visual statement that revealed the
prosperity and fine lifestyle of the successful ranchers.
Fullerton and Placentia have been
entwined since Fullerton was founded in
1887. Placentia, the town, was not
founded until 1910, years after the
Placentia School District was started by
local ranchers in 1874. Local families
went to Fullerton for their town needs
and to attend high school. The Pierotti
House is legally in Fullerton, but the
family has always considered itself as
part of Placentia.
According to the National Register of
Historical Places, “Mr. Pierotti was one
of six to eight prime movers in the
Fullerton-Placentia area. Their names
have shown up on the founding boards
of almost every packing house, bank,
school board, water company, community organization, and executive board.
Mr. Pierotti was one of the founders of
the first packing house in the area, the
Placentia Orange Growers Association,
founded in 1910. The need for the asso-
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ciation was inspired by the low prices
paid and unfair shipping practices in
existence at the turn of the century. By
banding together and forming their own
packing, marketing, and shipping facility, the citrus growers were able to
become more successful in their industry.”
Mr. Pierotti was also well known for
his work with water and water rights. He
was able to help shape early water policies and distribution. Serving on the
Anaheim Union Water Company board
for several years enabled him to be a
part of North Orange County water distribution.
He was a very influential person in the
community. Not only was Mr. Pierotti
one of the directors who helped found
the Farmers and Merchants National
Bank in Fullerton in 1904, but he was
also on the board of the Bank of Italy in
Placentia. As influential citizens often
did, he served on the boards of the
Placentia School District and the
Fullerton Hospital Association. He
served as president of the hospital board
in the early 1910s. Mr. Pierotti undoubtedly provided much service to the citrus
industry and local civic organizations.
He was still active in various activities
until his death in 1939.
According to the city of Fullerton
website, “Today, the Pierotti House is
still owned and used as a residence by
the Pierotti family.” I emailed Cheri
Pape, Local History Archivist at the
Fullerton Public Library, to see if she
happened to have any contact info so
that I could get in touch with the family
members who still maintain the house.
Pape said via email, “As far as I am
aware, it is still owned by members of
the Pierotti family, but I don’t have any
contact info for them. We were updating
photos of historic buildings last year
[2018] and we were unable to get in
touch with anybody. The grounds were
so overgrown, they needed to get on to
the property to get photos, but we never
could.” Fortunately, she was kind
enough to send some older photos of the
house my way.
When I went to look at the house from
the outside last fall, there was an OC
Parks sign which read, “In March 2014,
the 5.1 magnitude La Habra Earthquake
caused structural and cosmetic damage
to the house. After extensive studies and
plans were completed, work started in
January 2019 on structural seismic
improvement repairs, and to provide
additional accessibility.” The historic
house and grounds were expected to
reopen to the public in the fall of 2019,
but as of now, it still appears that the
gates are closed.
To see historic photos of the Pierotti
House and Gardens that I obtained from
the Library’s Local History Room, visit
www.fullertonobserver.com and click
the tab labeled “Local.” Underneath that
tab, click on “Emerson Little YouTube
Channel,” which will take you directly
to my page.

CAPRI SHOES
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NATIONAL REMEMBRANCE

by Francine

by Alexandria, 9th grade

Surprising Ways COVID19 Has Changed Our Lives
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought
both big and small changes to our lives.
When we were sent home for an early
spring break last month, we never realized that would be the last day of in-person classes for the school year and that
we will never get to attend our promotion and graduation ceremonies this
year. But this is just one of the many surprising changes in our lives Here are
more:
Freedom. We used to just leave our
houses freely and travel to any place we
wanted to. But now, we all have to seek
cover in our homes to stay safe from the
invisible enemy.
Affection. In the not-so-distant past,
we showed our affection by hugging and
kissing our friends. These days, if we
truly love and care for them, we need to
stay 6 feet away.
Personal Hygiene. We did wash our
hands but not as seriously and thoroughly as we do them now.
Shopping. It used to be a “chill” time
for us to make the trip to the store and
find just about anything we were looking to buy. But now, everyday is like
Black Friday. And the best-sellers are
toilet rolls, rubbing alcohol, hand sanitizer, and bottled water.

Heroes. They
have
always
played important
roles in our lives
but doctors, nurses, ambulance drivers, workers from the
food industry, and police are now known
popularly as frontliners. They have
become our everyday heroes.
Church Services. People never imagined that church services would have to
be held online.
Entertainment Gigs. Many celebrities are now able to do their shows from
their homes.
Remote Piano Lessons. Since the
quarantine started, I attend my piano lessons via Facetime.
Hair Salon. Many people get their
hair done at the salon. But now that
these types of businesses are temporarily closed, many have to accept the fact
that during this quarantine period they
will have to become their own hair stylist or a modern day caveman.
No one thought our lives would come
to this. Many of us may be experiencing
these changes but one thing this crisis
has taught us is our ability to cope with
change.

WHAT’S TRENDING?
by Irene, 8th grade

Dalgona Coffee
Taking the Internet by Storm
Quarantine has been making people
inventive and quite hands-on. But the
most notable experiment among people
of the Internet is dalgona coffee (AKA
whipped coffee). Inspired by the Korean
street food dalgona candy, this coffee
became an Internet sensation within
days, having millions of people race to
their kitchens to try it out themselves.
This beverage is made with simple
ingredients that are all found at home:
•Instant coffee
•Sugar
•Hot water
The first step in making this drink is
to add equal parts of all three ingredients (specifically, 2 tablespoons). Stir
the mixture approximately 400 times,

until it looks a little something like
fluffy meringue (requires intense arm
work). Grab a cup of warm milk, and
spoon on your dalgona mixture
Last but not least, enjoy!
This simple and delicious drink is the
perfect way to spend a dull quarantine
day, and not to mention, it serves as a
great daily workout especially when
you have take in two tablespoons of
sugar.
Sources:
•www.latimes.com/food/story/202003-13/dalgona-iced-coffee-southkorea-isolation
•www.bbc.co.uk/food/articles/dalgo
na_coffee

SWIM LESSONS
THE AUSTRALIAN
SWIM SCHOOL OFFERS:
•Year round indoor pools
• OPEN 7 DAYS
• 3 months to adult
• Baby-Preschool specialist
SAVING LIVES SINCE 1977
(855) SWIM2DAY

AUSTRALIAN SWIM SCHOOL
(inside Meridian Health Club)
1535 Deerpark Dr. Fullerton CA 92831

austrailianswimschool.com

April 22 Is Earth Day
Earth Day is on the 22nd of April. The
idea for the day was created in 1969
when Senator Gaylord Nelson saw the
effects of a massive oil spill. The holiday was set in 1970 and on the first
Earth Day, 20 million Americans took to
the streets to help the Earth. Nelson created this holiday in hopes of protecting
the Earth from air pollution, loss of habitats, extinction of animals, etc. This holiday helped create the United States
Environmental Protection Agency and
put the Clean Air, Clean Water, and
Endangered Species Acts into law. At
this time, it is hard to go out and actively
try to save the Earth. Surprisingly, staying home turns out to be helping the
Earth heal. During this quarantine period, many industrial activities have been
shut down, greatly decreasing the

amount of pollution on Earth. The levels
of NO₂ during this time have been found
to be significantly lower than before.
This recent development has become a
worldwide phenomenon and shows the
possible benefits of a low-carbon economy. Meanwhile, you can still support the
holiday while at home. You can post
about the holiday online and gather support. You can also try to keep your house
clean, recycle, and clean up trash correctly.
Sources:
•www.nationaltoday.com/earth-day/
•www.mentalfloss.com
•www.wired.com/story/the-pandemichas-led-to-a-huge-global-drop-in-airpollution/

MUSIC SCENE By Mateo, 6th Grade
Live Concerts Available Online
Are you stuck at home because of the
current pandemic? Are you bored? Are
you a music lover? Well then, if you are
all three, then you should keep reading.
A website called billboard.com is hosting many live music concerts you can
stream and watch from your house. If
you go to their website, you will be
amazed to find that they have a full
schedule of streams from some of the
most popular musicians and singers, like
Sabrina Carpenter on April 27 and
Charli XCX on Instagram every afternoon at 12pm. They include details of
the stream and the date of when it will be
streaming.

There is one historic event, though,
that you shouldn't miss. It is the "One
World: Together At Home" global livestreamed concert on Saturday, April 18,
at 5pm PDT, organized by the World
Health Organization to support the fight
against COVID-19. It will feature top
entertainers and hosted by Jimmy
Fallon, Jimmy Kimmel, and Stephen
Colbert. Funds raised during this event
will be used to provide frontline healthcare workers with protective gear and
local charities with food, shelter, and
healthcare to those who are affected by
COVID-19.

LOOKING FOR A PET?
by Katie, 8th Grade

You Can Still Adopt a Pet
at This Time
During this difficult time, OC Animal Care is not open to the public, but is available through appointment only. If you want to adopt a pet or redeem a lost pet,
please call (714) 935-6848 or make an appointment online at www.ocpetinfo.com.
If a stray dog is found and an owner cannot be found, please call (714) 935-6848;
OC Animal Care is currently not accepting stray cats. Pet licensing can be done
online or over the phone; all in-person licensing has been suspended. OC Animal
Care is still responding to public safety calls; in the case of an animal emergency
call (714) 935-6848, and deceased animal pick-up can be scheduled by calling the
same phone number. Finally, donations can be made through OC Animal Care’s
Amazon Wishlist or though www.ocpetinfo.com.
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LIFE DURING A PANDEMIC: FULLERTONIANS SHARE THEIR STORIES
During these difficult times, it
becomes easy to focus just on the bigpicture stories of how the COVID-19
pandemic is affecting the country as a
whole. But each of us has been experiencing this in our own unique way. How
is this affecting individual families,
businesses, and life in general?
Last week, we asked Fullertonians to
send in their individual stories of struggle and hope. Here are a few of the
responses we’ve gotten so far, plus a few
extra local stories. To share your story,
e-mail: contact@fullertonobserver.com.
A Mini Art Walk
Because the Downtown Fullerton Art
Walk was cancelled, The Austin family
(Travis, Laura, Savannah, and Cade)
decided to make their own mini Art
Walk on their lawn on the first Friday of
April—for neighbors to walk by and
enjoy at a distance. Here’s their set-up
(at right), along with some individual
artworks.
Job and Family Struggles
One reader wrote: “Born and raised on
E. Truslow Ave, a low income community in beautiful Fullerton, I take care of
my elderly parents. Mom is on dialysis
and my brother has Down Syndrome.
I’m the breadwinner of our house. While
I was blessed working for an amazing
dentist, unfortunately due to CDC
guidelines, I can’t work full time. I’ve
been forced to tap into my savings,
which I didn’t have much of to begin
with. I live paycheck to paycheck and
I’m about to run out. It’s devastating for
me. I don’t sleep well at night thinking
of where I’m going to find means to pay
for things my family needs. My mother
is high risk since she’s on dialysis, so it’s
not like I can go get a job just anywhere—I fear bringing home unwanted
illnesses. It’s been very hard for me; the
stress is overwhelming, but I hope and
pray this illness that has plagued many
families will be over soon…stay safe
Fullertonians.”
Business On Hold
Alia Cass, who works at Unity Salon
downtown, shared: “This has been an
incredibly long month for us, but as of
now, my family is healthy and we are
doing the best we can. My husband
works in the Trade Show industry and at
the end of February, early March, he was
installing The Natural Products Expo.

Angelos

The Austin family created their own mini Art Walk.
This is a pretty big show and on the day
before the show was to open, it was
postponed. He knew this was the beginning of no work for the foreseeable
future.
What we did not know is that my
work as a hair stylist would soon follow.
He was able to file for unemployment
his last day of work and we were fortunate enough to get it processed very
quickly. As for myself, my business is
on hold for now and I am so lucky to
have clients who have purchased giftcertificates for future appointments,
which has been so amazing and helpful.
So here we are, currently unemployed
and home with our 8-year-old twins.
They are enrolled in the Dual-Language
program at Raymond. We are tackling
homeschooling in Spanish and I have to
say, aside from our finances, this is the
most challenging of all. It is easy to be
overwhelmed by our current circumstances but like I said, we are doing the
best we can. My kids are healthy and
happy, even though they currently have
me as a teacher and we are just trying to

and Vincis

Ristorante Est 1971
550 North Harbor Blvd
Downtown Fullerton
714.879.4022

“A PLACE TO EAT...A PLACE TO SEE.”
R
NE ORANGE
N
I

COUNTY HOTLIST
W BEST ITALIAN 2016 & 2017
Established in 1971, in this family-owned restaurant
you dine in the middle of an Italian town square
complete with storefronts and twinkling lights.

Call 714.879.4022
www.AngelosandVincis.com
“Like” us on facebook.com/angelosandvincis

Anniversaries
Weddings
Any Occasion !
One Call
We Do it All !
FIVE FREE
BANQUET
FACILITIES
Accommodating
up to 800 people

Some examples of the artwork.
enjoy our family time. I truly hope that
this is the worst of our problems. Thanks
for allowing me to share!”
Sharing Local News and Views
From Bryan Crowe: “Just wanted to
write and tell you how much I’ve
enjoyed having a local paper during our
current situation. Few cities have that,
and we are lucky you keep it going…We
have proved that we can work together.
If and when the economy rebounds, that
will show we can weather a shutdown, if
again it becomes necessary. We learned
we weren’t quite prepared and that we
need a federal plan of action so all citizens get the same protections. We also
learned where we spend our federal dollars protecting our citizens matters. A
significant slice of the defense budget
needs to defend us against pandemics. I
hope that my children and grandchildren
will live in a country that learns from its
history, and is better prepared for tomorrow.”
Coffee for Nurses
From Victoria: “This pandemic has
changed everyone’s lives overnight and
drastically. I am one of the fortunate
ones that has been working from home.
I am a Utilization Management Nurse
and am able to work remotely. The real
heroes are the frontline nurses and doctors. Hats off to them! I just make sure
there is sufficient funding for medical
equipment and staff.

“Before the pandemic I was working
at a hospital here in Orange County as a
UM nurse. Life was different because
like everyone else I’d report to work.
Now many of us are working remotely,
which has turned our routine upside
down. The only routine I have been able
to maintain is my daily cup of drive-thru
coffee from Starbucks.
“Starbucks currently has a temporary
promotion for a free tall coffee for all
medical staff. Therefore, I have been
enjoying my free tall iced coffee from
Starbucks every morning (the new one
on Harbor Blvd and Orangethorpe). It’s
a great treat to have, especially since I
work long hours from home and I’m
used to driving through Starbucks every
morning on my way to the hospital.
“The employees at Starbucks are so
kind, they always say ‘thank you for
your service,’ when they see my badge
at the drive-thru. This humbles me as a
public servant and reaffirms my love for
medicine.
“I am reminded of my clinical days as
a student nurse a while back when I was
afraid of everything. I would come
home in tears sometimes, not knowing if
I was capable of graduating. But I did.
And now I’ve been a nurse since 2015
and I am happy to be here, ready to serve
my community.
“Stay healthy everyone and wash your
hands. Maybe I’ll see you at the
Starbucks drive-thru sometime.”
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Army TP rations have come in handy lately.
cially the childrens' books. Our street is
1/2 mile long, so, although at the end of
From Judy Berg: “In the 1950s and this year, 2020, I'll have lived here 43
’60s, my husband, Henry C. ‘Hank’ years, I don't know everyone. But in the
Berg’s team of USGS field geologists two years of our library's existence I've
used surplus WWII C-rations in their met many more.
remote Alaska camps. He recently
“When the safe-at-home order was
remembered his cache of leftover toilet enacted, Mark and I wondered what we
paper from that era and is using it during could do to put a little joy in our neighthe COVID-19 ‘shortage.’ There are bors’ lives. In January, Mark had purabout 20 4”x 4” single-ply sheets in each chased two clearance outdoor Christmas
packet. Hank’s quote from his working decorations and the boxes were still on
days: ‘Illegitimi non carborundum.'”
our garage floor. I suggested we put
We thought you might enjoy this.
them on our front lawn. He assembled
them one afternoon and lit them up at
We're All In This Together
night—two Holstein cows with red
Christmas wreaths around their necks.
From Lissa LaMorte: “As an optiEveryone slows down and smiles, moms
mistic, altruistic, resilient realist, I'm
take photos of their kids posing between
being safe and careful
them, dogs bark or shy
during the COVID-19
away from them. Mark
pandemic, but I'm very
and I started watching
mindful of all the wonder
some of our dollar DVDs
that has always been, and
we bought at swap meets,
During
this
that has become. I realize
and I suggested we put
challenging time
that I am one of the lucky
them in the library when
ones. I'm retired with a
it's especially
we finished them. We
steady income, own my
important to be
made a sign that we
own home, and have an
placed between the cows
aware
of
blessings,
amazing husband, a wonthat read, ‘Check out our
big and little,
derful family, and lots of
moovies!’ with an arrow
friends.
During this
that have always
pointing to the library.
challenging time it's
been there.
For Easter we placed a
especially important to
metal "milk" bucket
be aware of blessings,
underneath one of the
big and little, that have
cows, overturned, with
always been there. Like
colorful plastic Easter
your neighbors.
eggs spilling out of it.
“Flower Avenue has always had lots
“I take a daily walk up and down my
of walkers, which is why we built and
street. I've noticed other neighbors are
installed a Little Free Library in our
lightening up moods as well. Children
front yard. It's been very popular, espeArmy TP Rations

From Dewella With Love: Residents of the Dewella Apartments on Wilshire have
put up a sign of encouragement to the Windsor Gardens Care Center across the
street, where many seniors live.
have been creating chalk artwork and
positive messages on their driveways
and sidewalks. One family has set chalk
outside and welcomed people to add
their own messages. I drew a happy
face. Every day I hopscotch the two
drawn on the sidewalk. I've discovered
I don't hop as easily as I used to. One
family put out free oranges with a
reminder to wash the fruit as well as our
hands. Another put out a large multicolored pinwheel that spins even in a soft
breeze. Many have put out American
flags. And of course there are lots of
safe distance howdys as neighbors pass
neighbors. I see flower gardens, butterflies, and clouds, and hear birds sing.
This is not new. These things have
always been here. We all need to be
more mindful of them. And I believe
this pandemic has made more humans
appreciate the beauty of the Earth and
the goodness of each other.
We're all in this together.”
The Healing Power of Doodling

EASY DOES IT

Fullerton resident Carol Edmonston’s
latest book "The Healing Power of
Doodling" was just released and is a #1
Amazon bestseller and Amazon #1 New

Release. It offers people a fun outlet to
deal with levels of stress and anxiety
that we're all experiencing at this time.
It's great for kids, teens, and adults no
matter what age. No art skills are necessary and all you need is paper and pen.
You can check it out on the website
www.TheDoodleLady.com.
And for the early readers, they can go
to her other website www.SydHoff.org
(dedicated to her late uncle who was a
famed cartoonist and beloved childrens
author of Danny & the Dinosaur) and
click the Books, Ads and Archived
Work. Then click the Kid's Page. They
will find two downloadable pages they
copy which will teach them how to cartoon using letters of the alphabet and
numbers. Syd used to love traveling to
schools across the country visiting
school children.
“Now that everyone has been asked to
stay at home I think the book offers a fun
and creative outlet from the stress and
worry about what tomorrow may bring
with regard to the global pandemic. At
the same time, it offers kids and adults
an opportunity to discover their own
innate creativity. And, best of all, no art
skills are necessary, and all you need is
paper and pen!” Edmonston said.

In an effort to keep their teeth clean and white, some people exert excessive
pressure on their toothbrushes and/or use overly abrasive toothpastes and powders. This does more harm than good. The fact is that plaque (sticky bacterial
film) is soft enough that minimal pressure on the brush, along with the detergents and mild abrasives in most toothpastes are all that is needed to remove it.
Brushing harder does not help achieve a deeper clean, may cause sensitive gum
tissue to recede, and can even erode tooth enamel. Proper brushing merely
requires holding a soft-bristled at a 45-degree angle to the gum-line and using
short, gentle strokes to clean one section of teeth at a time.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092
www.paulnelsondental.com

Some of Carol’s doodles.
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societal forces which most impact their
lives, so that they may be empowered to
participate in constructive ways to keep
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and socially-responsible ways. Through
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Out of My Mind
by Jon Dobrer © 2020

The Half Life of an Epiphany
Being confined to home presents the something to be said for propinquity. I
opportunity to think great thoughts and miss having our friends close enough to
garner new life-changing insights. What reach out and touch, hug and even, that
did Nelson Mandela learn in prison? most basic and primitive sense, smell.
What thoughts opened his heart and
It’s wonderful to sit 12 feet away from
failed to destroy his soul with bitter- our kids and grandkids while sipping
ness?
wine (We sip wine, not the grandkids!),
Such lofty aspirations. However, I but I miss hugs. I miss physical compafind myself instead wondering if I’ll ny. Yes, I share my roomy four bedroom,
have to cut my own hair and file my own two story house with my wife, The Fair
nails. I ponder, with inappropriate seri- Helenkela. Without her good company
ousness, whether to watch Phillip and active forbearance, I might go mad.
Glass’s opera Akhenaten
On the other hand, she
(again) or Judge Judy.
could run out of forbearI’m often very disapance and go mad herself.
pointed in myself.
No guarantees. No warWhat will we
I’m keeping busy by
rantees. We just have to
learn from this
Zooming lectures three
take our non-heroic
experience?
or four times a week. I’m
chances in our splendid
teaching locally and
physical isolation.
What will we
have a new gig in New
However, whenever I
quickly try
York. Naturally, there’s a
start to feel my life cirto forget?
lot of class prep.
cumscribed by walls that
Are there,
Iron bars do not a
sometimes seem to be
prison make, nor is my
closing in, I think of our
for each of us,
life constrained by the
parents’ generation. Some
nourishing
physical boundaries I
stormed the beaches of
epiphanies to
observe for safety’s
Normandy. Some battled
keep and to
sake. These days my car
in the Solomons—after
gets three weeks to the
having survived the
treasure?
gallon.
Spanish Influenza of
I know that I’m
1918. My wife’s parents
beyond lucky. I’m truly
were in Auschwitz and
privileged. I don’t have to be heroic and Majdanek. As of the day of liberation
go to work at an ER Cardiac ICU as one neither knew the other was even alive.
of my daughters-in-law does. Nor do I They didn’t know if any of their families
have to work at the market, stocking remained alive and hardly any did. Yet
shelves or selling groceries. While on they found the courage to live, to love—
vastly different pay scales, the heroism each other and life. They found the
is the same. Whether healing us or feed- remarkable courage to bring children
ing us, they make our lives safer, better into the world. Damn, we are amazing
and even possible. Heroism isn’t about creatures—so strong, so brave, so
the money. It’s about the doing. It resilient.
doesn’t make any difference if the solSo, when I’m drawn into impatience
dier is a volunteer or drafted. They do or cynicism or even visit despair, I pull
their duty. The virtue is in the action.
back, look around and redouble my
I also have begun to understand what I efforts to make these moments count, to
miss. Some things are, upon reflection, use them well, to learn courage and fortrivial. I miss good sushi. Some are more titude, to improve my focus, my mindimportant to me than I would have fulness of what is important in life. I
thought, had I given them any thought want to know the difference between
and not just taken them for-granted. I what I like and what I need, what is
miss merchants and chatting with people important and what is dross.
in restaurants and stores. Mere shopping
I have all this time on my hands for
one can do online but I don’t. I like to inspiration and profound take-aways.
mix with the merchants and customers. But I realize that even seemingly proI miss seeing my friends in person. As found epiphanies, like dreams where I
wonderful as Facetime and Zoom are— solve a great conundrum but can’t
certainly superior to texting—there is remember the solution upon awaking,
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too quickly fade in the light of time.
Most of us quickly forget the lessons of
tough times. The mantra of “We’ll never
be the same,” turns out to be far less true
than we may either think or hope. You’ll
remember that after 911, “Irony was
dead.” Well, it wasn’t, not even, in the
words from the Princess Bride, “Mostly
dead.” We returned to the snarky set
point of our regular selves.
Yet, the concept of “half-life” has
some value. It usually refers to how long
it takes for radiation to dissipate by
50%. For example Strontium 90 loses
half its potency in 28 years. Caesium’s is
30 years. What is important is not simply how fast it loses half its strength but
that so much remains and can still either
poison us or, with some insights, influence and nourish us. Some epiphanies
will remain and we can, if brave and
mindful, call on them, summon them
back.
What will we learn from this experience? What will we quickly try to forget? Are there, for each of us, nourishing
epiphanies to keep and to treasure? I
believe there are.

OC Leaders Should
Televise Press
Conferences
Many people in Orange County feel
that the Board of Supervisors and OC
Health are not doing enough. Many of
us, based on just the comments I see
under Fullerton Buzz, Nextdoor app,
and comments under the OC Health
updates etc, would like to see their press
conferences on television and be able to
ask questions and get responses. It
seems they never ever respond to questions. Their messages are not reaching
the masses of people, and people have
questions that are not being answered.
We hear constantly from other counties,
but not Orange County. Not on television. And that’s what’s needed to reach
the mass of Orange County residents.
How do we make this happen? I am
looking for suggestions. Thank you.
Patricia Barker-Villagomez
Fullerton

HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion
pages provide a free forum for
the community. The Observer
welcomes letters on any subject
of interest. Opinions are those of
the writer. We must verify your
identity, but we allow initials
only and town to be printed if
desired, or anonymous in print if
a reasonable case can be made
as to why that is necessary.
Opinions sent to us without
name, address and phone number will not be printed. Due to
space issues shorter letters have
a better chance of getting in.
Please add your contact information so we can verify.
Thanks!
contact@fullertonobserver.com

The Early May 2020 issue will
hit the stands on May 4.
SUBMISSION & AD
DEADLINE: April 27.

or mail to: Fullerton
Observer,
PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834

MID APRIL

2020

COMMUNITY OPINIONS

Why COVID-19 Has Changed the Lives
of the Younger Generation
mind when you are shopping at Costco
and other stores that the employees
For me, every day has its own consis- could choose to stay at home with their
tent schedule. This is important in order families, but we instead decided to go to
to keep students on track and know work and help you. Please don’t be rude
what their boundaries are. For some, life to us and others. Also, follow the food
hasn't changed much because they do all quantity restrictions. There is no need to
their school at home. For others, tem- hoard food.”
porarily schooling at home is a huge
Videos of people in line with hundreds
change that will take some getting used of others have gone viral. Other videos
to. I am stuck between the two. I go to a of people yelling and getting in fights at
public school that allows you to do some stores have also gone viral. Everyone:
classes there and some classes at home. we are in a crisis and now is a time to be
(No it is not a charter and not a private considerate to others, even if it means
school.)
that we have to stand six
Some students had
feet apart. This is also a sad
planned big competitions
time. When I first heard that
The next
for different things such as
we were going into a recesspeech and debate and
sion I did not really undergenerations
robotics competitions. I am
stand. Take some time out
look up to
Vice President of Speech
of your day to explain to
all of you and
and Debate at my school.
your children, grandchilwhat we
We had to write our legisdren, and/or younger family
lation cases for Congress
members what they can do
currently see
and the whole tournament
to be more conserving.
is very
ended up getting cancelled
We were born in an era
disturbing.
just days before we were
when a roll of toilet paper
set to compete.
was taken for granted and
One student, Gabriella
we would never think twice
Mercado says: “My schedbefore using a paper towel
ule hasn't changed much.
to clean up a mess. Though
The main things are that my classes we are not necessarily in the most dire
were cancelled. I play golf and it’s pretty situation yet, it would benefit everyone
cold outside, I shouldn't lower my to teach them how to renew, reuse, and
immune system in any way so I have to recycle. Though it may seem simple,
practice at home and tournaments were one thing that you can do to conserve
canceled because of COVID-19.”
resources is to use a washable rag rather
We are all deep into working hard to than a paper towel, or dry your hands on
achieve our eighth grade graduation a cloth that can be rung out.
awards and though we are less stressed
During the Great Depression, things
out, all our hard work has been put on were different because you could share
hold.
resources with your neighbors. Now, we
Regina Rodeghiero, the team captain have to stay six feet apart from everyof a local 6-12 grade rocketry team says one, which can make us very lonely. We
that her life has completely changed are also losing resources faster because
because, “school was canceled, our when workers become sick there is
competition was suspended, and we can another job lost. People did not have
no longer meet. Although it allows for enough resources to throw away leftmore free time, it is very concerning to overs and were very mindful of their
be unsure of what is going on with our every-day actions.
rocketry program.”
Please be careful to not waste anyPeople have been overdoing all their thing unnecessarily and to be mindful of
shopping. It is crazy to see people acting others. The next generations look up to
in this irrational way. Many shoppers are all of you and what we currently see is
inconsiderate and selfish. They don’t very disturbing. Make sure that you not
care about anything but their packages only obey the law but you make it easier
of toilet paper. Ms. Nunns, a Costco for others to follow, too. These are seriemployee and La Mirada resident has a ous times and all of our decisions affect
message for everyone: “Please keep in the future.
by Nathan Wayne Guerrero

Schools and Communities First Initiative
Will Be Submitted for Nov. Ballot
This is National Public Health Week,
and public health is certainly an urgent
priority in these dire times. The public
health workers on the front lines deserve
our support more than ever. We all benefit when we invest in the health and
well-being of our communities and
schools.
While we continue to praise the health
services workers who are stretched so
thin during this pandemic, we need to
support solutions to allow them to be
effective. The Schools & Communities
First initiative, which just submitted
more than 1.7 million signatures of support to qualify for the November ballot,
is a solution we must support in order to
allow cities and counties to strengthen
their health services and support our
health care workers. The Schools and
Communities First initiative will invest

more resources locally in critical services and education, including the public
health workers and emergency responders who keep all of us safe and healthy.
For years, corporate tax loopholes have
taken revenue away from our local communities and schools, resulting in inadequate resources for local services that
we all depend on. We can no longer
afford this.
Pearl Mann, President League of
Women Voters of North Orange County.
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active participation
in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy
through education and advocacy.
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INCARCERATION, DETENTION, AND COVID-19
at risk for infection by Covid-19. In
California, federal judge Dolly M. Gee
Recently I sat in on a livestreamed ordered the government to "make contown hall sponsored by the school of tinuous efforts" to release thousands of
public health at a large university in my migrant children held in detention.
state. The town hall's purpose was to Judge Gee's order came on the heels of a
answer viewers' questions about Covid- report that four migrant children held in
19: how to understand the pandemic, a facility in New York tested positive for
what to expect, how to stay healthy and the virus.
safe. At the end, the moderator, the dean
What's significant is that the initiaof the school, asked his fellow partici- tives to release both prisoners and immipants (epidemiologists, biostatisticians, grants from incarceration are intensifyinfectious disease specialists) what they ing simultaneously, often at the behest
wanted viewers to take
of the same groups. There
away from the program,
has been a growing recogand two or three
nition, certainly in a state
referred to Covid-19 as
like California, which has
a "wake-up call," an
the second-largest prison
The pandemic
alarm bell calling attensystem in the country, that
has sharpened
tion to the long-term
mass incarceration and
the focus on
defunding of public
immigration
detention
systemic injustices have impacted individuals
health
systems
in
America, and the proand communities in devunderlying our
found lack of preparedastating ways – and this
criminal
ness for a catastrophic
recognition has long prejustice system,
public health emergency
ceded the outbreak of the
our prisons,
of this kind.
pandemic.
The town hall sucIn recent years, activists
and our
ceeded in getting these
and
legislators
in
immigration
points across, but a
California have worked to
system.
wake-up call like this
slowly reverse the powershould also alert us to
ful forces leading to incarother issues, particularly
ceration and detention.
the deep-seated forms of
Last August, for example,
social dysfunction that
the LA County Board of
have long plagued America. The pan- Supervisors, which oversees the largest
demic, for example, has sharpened the jail system in the country, cancelled a
focus on systemic injustices underlying $1.7 billion contract to replace the
our criminal justice system, our prisons, Men's Central Jail facility. Activists had
and our immigration system. America long pushed for this action, arguing that
has the largest number of incarcerated funds should go instead to community
people in the world, and even before the resources and services. Two months
pandemic, many of these 2.3 million later, California Governor Gavin
individuals were confined in facilities Newsom signed a bill mandating a
notoriously detrimental to physical and phase-out of the for-profit detention
mental health. As Covid-19 finds its centers in the state.
way behind prison walls, they are now
These were significant and hopeful
particularly vulnerable to the spread of indicators of the state's shift to decarcerthe disease. Without sufficient physical ation, but resistance, particularly from
distance, restricted in many cases from the Trump administration, has remained
using sanitizers, and lacking adequate tenacious. The administration, for
access to soap and water, incarcerated example, found a technical loophole in
people are living in facilities that are the state's phase-out of the for-profit
incubators and amplifiers of infection – detention facilities, and it now has the
what the president of the Cook County capacity to renew the contracts for those
Board of Commissioners called "petri facilities for up to 15 years. Meanwhile,
dishes."
despite the pandemic, ICE agents have
Hundreds of cases of Covid-19 have continued to sow fear by conducting
now been confirmed in jails and prisons raids in immigrant communities.
across the country, and both inmates and
The pandemic is indeed a wake-up
employees have been infected. call on many levels, but it would be a
According to a New York Times report, mistake not to acknowledge the stark
the Rikers Island Jail complex in New choices it is placing before us with everYork City alone had 167 reported cases greater clarity. Will we continue
as of March 23. As a result of the rapid addressing our social and economic
spread of the disease, many jail and problems with resources poured into
prison systems are attempting to reduce militarized policing, surveillance, and
their incarcerated populations with early incarceration, or can we rise to a
releases (particularly for nonviolent renewed and reimagined sense of comcrimes), and many prosecutors are munity? Can we envision governance
reconsidering low-level cases that intended not for social control and social
would otherwise land individuals in jail exclusion but rather for the benefit of
and subject them to exposure.
well-being for all?
Similarly, calls for the release of people confined in immigration detention
Andrew Moss is an emeritus profesfacilities have intensified. Judges in sor (English, Nonviolence Studies) at
several states have ordered the release of the California State Polytechnic
small numbers of immigrants because University, Pomona.
these individuals have been particularly
by Andrew Moss

Re: Early April Issue
I want to congratulate you on the outstanding edition, Early April, 2020. It was
comprehensive and thoughtful, providing all the details and answers to my questions that I hadn’t found without a lot of digging. Even though I live in Anaheim
now, Fullerton is still my home city. Thank you very much. Keep up the good work.
Gloria G. Schlaepfer
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES
City of Fullerton
COVID-19 Website
www.cityoffullerton.com/gov/departments/city_manager/public_information/novel_coronavirus
Meals On Wheels Fullerton
www.mowfullerton.org
Dine Fullerton
www.dinefullerton.com
Orange County COVID-19 Hotline
833-426-611
Orange County COVID-19 Website
www.occovid19.ochealthinfo.com
211 OC Website
www.211oc.org

Fullerton Community Center
340 W. Commonwealth Ave.
Fullerton, CA 92832
714-738-6305
Programs provided from the Center include:

Office On Aging Website
www.officeonaging.ocgov.com
California Department of Health
www.cdph.ca.gov

Donate to OC United Way
Pandemic Relief Fund
Please donate or share information
about the Pandemic Relief Fund with
your network, friends, and families:
UnitedWayOC.org/PandemicFund.

The following City facilities are closed to the public: Fullerton City Hall,
Fullerton Airport Administration Building, Fullerton Maintenance Yard, Fullerton
Public Library, Fullerton Community Center, Fullerton Museum Center, Chapman
Center, Maple Neighborhood Center, Gilbert Neighborhood Center, Garnet
Neighborhood Center, Richman Neighborhood Center, Orangethrope
Neighborhood Center, Fullerton Tennis Center, Fullerton Pooch Park,
Independence Skate Park, Janet Evans Swim Complex and racquetball courts at
Independence Park, Fullerton Golf Course, Hillcrest Park Stairs, and Independence
Handball Courts. Panorama Trail is closed as a preventative measure to close access
to the West Coyote Golf Course.

2020

Food and Meal Delivery Programs

OC Office of Aging Hotline
1-800-510-2020

California State
COVID-19 Website
www.covid19.ca.gov

MID APRIL

Meals on Wheels
www.mowfullerton.org
•For Seniors (age 6O+)
•7 frozen meals provided to each person 1 time per week.
•Suggested voluntary donation of $3.00/meal.
•Pick-up Monday through Friday, 10:30 am - 12:00 pm.
•Home delivery provided on Wednesdays for disabled or home bound seniors.
•Registration required and will be done by telephone.

Food distribution through Second Harvest Food Bank
•First and third Thursdays, 10:30am - 12:30pm for pick-up.
•Deliveries made for the disabled or home bound.
•Pre-boxed non perishable foods.
•Any age.

Senior Grocery Delivery Program
•Provided by a local church through a referral from
the Fullerton Community Center (714-738-6305)

Meals on Wheels Orange County
mealsonwheelsoc.org
714-823-3294
Monday- Friday, 8:30am - 5:00pm

Grab & Go Meals
To ensure social distancing and avoid congregating per the State of California
Stay Home order, the Meals on Wheels OC Lunch Cafe program for adults age 60+,
which normally provides a hot lunch in social settings at local senior and community centers, is now providing grab & go frozen meals that can be picked up at the
centers. Registered Lunch Cafe participants can have family or friend pick up meals
by providing the name and address of the participant. New, unregistered participants may have someone pick up meals as long as that person has the ID for the
individual for whom meals are intended. Call or see website for times and locations
(“FIND MEALS CLOSE TO YOU” on website shows participating centers
throughout central and north Orange County, with times, locations, and contact
information for each). Since their COVID-19 response is rapidly changing, website
should be checked daily after 9 am for any time/location changes.

Home-Delivered Meals
Traditionally, Home-Delivered Meals on Wheels are intended for homebound
older adults age 60+ who are not able to cook for themselves. During the COVID19 outbreak, it is working with local cities to deliver frozen meals to the homes of
older adults who do not have someone who can pick up meals for them at the senior
centers. Meals on Wheels are delivered in the following cities in central, north, and
west Orange County: Anaheim, Brea, Buena Park, Costa Mesa, Cypress, Fountain
Valley, Fullerton, Garden Grove, Huntington Beach, La Habra, Midway City, Seal
Beach, Orange, Santa Ana, Stanton, Tustin, and Westminster.

Temporary Change to Trash Service
In response to the recent surge in residential waste and unique challenges,
Fullerton’s trash service provider Republic Services/MG Disposal will temporarily
modify their service.
Republic Services we will be operating under the following guidelines:
● Acceptance of cart contents only. Drivers are not authorized to leave their vehicles to pick up waste outside of the cart. Please keep all trash inside of the cart to
be picked up.
● Bulk and e-waste programs are suspended until further notice.
● Curbside recycling and yard waste collection services WILL remain in place.
● Commercial accounts will move to the weekday service schedule (Mon-Fri).
Republic Services may need to use alternative disposal methods if there are disruptions to recycling processing capabilities or if recycling contamination increases. It’s important to keep waste out of your recycling container.
For more updates, visit RepublicServices.com or call Customer Service at (714)
238-3300.

TWO FREE, LIVE TALKS ON HEALING via PHONE & WEB

By BETH PACKER, CS, FROM AUSTRALIA
Webinar online (Register at www.Prayerthatheals.org/webinar )
OR Listen by Telephone 1-805-436-7611
HOW, WH Y & WONDER OF SPIRITUAL HE
EALING
th
SATURDAY, APRIL 18 , 3:00 pm
DEMYYSTIFYING SPIIRITUAL HEA
ALING
TH
SUNDAY, APRIL 19 , 3:00 pm
More Info: 310-208-3814 or 805-642-4891
First Church of Christ, Scientist
1300 N. Raymond Avenue, Fullerton 92831
(714) 525-4062 www.christiansciencefullerton.com

csfullerton@sbcglobal.net
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ANSWER
KEY
TO PUZZLE
“MIX IT UP”
on page 7:

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since 2014.

A volunteer explains the rules to a competitor.

Students Soar to New Heights in STEM
Jack Tian
11th Grade, Troy High School
Most Science Olympiad competitions
involve middle or high schoolers competing in various events for a chance at
the coveted medals presented at the end
of the day. However, at the Jeffrey Trail
Invitational this past February, there was
a group of elementary students also
competing for medals. This competition
was part of a new outreach program, the
product of a partnership between Jeffrey
Trail Science Olympiad and Aerovate, a
nonprofit organization run by high
school students.
We run many events similar to the one
at Jeffrey Trail, in an effort to empower
students in STEAM. After the Science
Olympiad event, a parent of a competitor commented, “Normally, when it
comes to anything educational, my kid
is itching to get out. Today, he was begging to stay.” Nevertheless, Aerovate
isn’t just about the elementary students
for whom it hosts competitions. It is also
a learning experience for the high
school student volunteers involved.
Aerovate strives to teach its volunteers
essential soft skills such as teamwork,
business management, and responsibility. Above all, volunteers have fun,
instilling a lifelong appreciation for
service. Since our beginning, we have
impacted close to 2000 students, volunteers, and adults through our airplane
competitions, fun lessons, and commu-

nity service events. We now have multiple chapters in California, Wisconsin,
and Taiwan with each chapter holding
events.
However, we weren't always this
organized. The summer after sophomore
year, I had begun to rediscover my interest in the fields of STEM, in particular
aerospace engineering. I wanted to share
my newfound interest, but I wasn't really sure how. There are already thousands of volunteer tutor organizations
out there, and I wanted to create something different, something with a spark
of innovation.
I found this spark one day thinking
about my own experiences in Science
Olympiad. I had always been heavily
involved in Science Olympiad and I
realized the competition aspect could be
my spark. However, unlike Science
Olympiad, I wanted Aerovate to be student-run so that it could benefit both the
competitors and volunteers. In the
beginning it was tough. Since I was on
summer break, the only way I could reliably reach people was through social
media. In that time frame, I became a
master at both sliding into people’s
DM’s
and
handling
rejection.
Eventually, I was able to get a few people who were interested, and we decided
to hold a summer competition. From
there, our organization grew into what it
was today.
You can learn more about our story on
our website: https://aerovate.org.

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call (714) 525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $10 for 50 words or less
per issue. Payment is by check only. The Observer assumes no liability for
ads placed here. However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a
service, please let us know at (714) 525-6402. Call City Hall at (714) 7386531 to inquire about business licenses. For contractor license verification go
to the California State Contractor License Board website at
www.cslb.ca.gov.

WANT TO BUY
Wanted: TECH BOOKS

Engineering, physics, mathematics,
electronics, aeronautics, welding, woodworking, HVAC, metalworking and
other types of technical books purchased. Large Collections (25+ books)
Preferred. Please call Deborah
(714) 528-8297

HOME REPAIR

EMPLOYMENT
CASE WORKER

Need Part-Time Caseworker. Skills:
communicate well with volunteers and
seniors, know office computer systems
and social services support. Bilingual
Spanish is desirable. Starting salary
$15- $20 based on qualifications. Meals
on Wheels of Fullerton, Inc. Website
http://mowfullerton.org
Send resume to
president@mowfullerton.org
ASAP, no later than 4/27/2020.

LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Patio Covers, Fences, Gates
CSLB #744432.
Free estimates (714) 272-8702

CITY JOB OPENINGS

Visit www.cityoffullerton.com and
click on the “How Do I” tab and then
“Careers.” Apply online by clicking on
the “Apply” link.

Postal Box Vandalism Pushes
New Hours at PO
Over the past several month boxes at
the Fullerton Post Office have been broken into and the vandalism and mail
theft is being investigated by law
enforcement.
As a result of the recently increased
vandalism and in order to protect postal
customers the lobby will be closed dur-

ing the evening and early morning
hours.
New hours of 6am to 6pm Monday
through Saturday started April 10th. The
Post Office is closed on Sundays.
Any questions may be directed to
Postmaster Laura Montoya at 714-5251024.

Orange County Emergency
Operations Center COVID-19 hotline:

1(833)426-6411
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Small Business Relief Program
by Christine Romer
President Trump signed a $2.2 trillion
stimulus package, known as the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act on Friday March
27. The largest economic rescue package in modern US history, it is designed
to help American families and businesses make it through the coronavirus pandemic.
In addition to providing funding for
direct payments to individuals and families, unemployment benefits, loans for
distressed businesses, and much more, it
has set aside $349 billion for loans to
small businesses. There are two main
loan programs that include stimulus
funding for small businesses and nonprofits: the Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) and the Economic Injury
Disaster Loan Program (EIDL), both of
which are being managed by the Small
Business Administration (SBA).
Paycheck Protection Program
The Paycheck Protection Program
offers loans intended to pay for up to
eight weeks (the 8-week period after the
loan is made) of payroll costs and some
other expenses such as mortgage interest, rent, and utility payments, so a company can retain workers or hire back
those who have been laid off due to
coronavirus. These 100% federally
guaranteed loans, provided at 1% interest, can be up to 2.5 x the borrower’s
monthly payroll costs, including group
health insurance premiums, retirement
contributions and state and local payroll
taxes, even cash tips that the employer
recorded. The loan cannot exceed $10
million and the money is capped at an
annualized payroll rate of $100,000 per
worker.
Who is Eligible? Companies with
fewer than 500 employees or who otherwise meet the SBA’s definition of a
small business, independent contractors,
sole proprietors, small nonprofits
including religious organizations and
even self-employed people who certify
that the loan request is necessary to support ongoing operations given the pandemic’s economic uncertainty. Small
businesses in the hospitality and food
industry with more than one location
can also be eligible if their individual
locations employ less than 500 workers.
The loans became available to businesses and non-profits on April 3. The first
day for self-employed workers and sole
proprietorships was Friday, April 10.
How to Get a PPP Loan: Apply
through a participating bank or lender. If
the borrower doesn’t have an existing
relationship with the lender, they will
need to satisfy Bank Secrecy Act
requirements to prove the business is
legitimate and show the identities of
those with a beneficial interest.
Applicants must have appropriate documents including, but not limited to, payroll records for the entire previous year
and payroll costs for the period including Feb. 15. The loans are available on a
first-come, first-served basis until June
30 or until the money runs out. An application form may be found at
www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/202004/PPP%20Borrower%20Application%
20Form.pdf.
Loan Forgiveness: The loan will be
forgiven if employee and compensation
levels are maintained at the February 15,
2020 level. If a company lays off workers or reduces payroll expenses, the loan
forgiveness will be reduced or eliminated. Reductions in full-time employment

or salary that occur between Feb. 15,
2020 and April 26, 2020 can be “cured”
and will not reduce the amount of loan
forgiveness if, by June 30, 2020, the borrower eliminates the reduction in
employees or the reduction in wages, as
applicable. There is no requirement that
the borrower rehire the same employees;
hiring full-time equivalent employees is
sufficient.
Economic Injury Disaster Loans
Under the CARES Act the Small
Business Administration's long-standing
Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL)
has been expanded. Because the EIDL is
already set up, information about its
loan program may be found online at
SBA.gov/disaster.
Who is Eligible: Businesses with
fewer than 500 employees, sole proprietors, independent contractors and most
private nonprofits. The parameters for
this loan are different than those of the
PPP and although a company may apply
for both the PPP and EIDL loans, the
PPP prohibits borrowers from taking out
two loans for the same purpose. The
EIDL program also offers a $10,000
grant and experts had expected that this
grant might be the fastest way for businesses and nonprofits to get money
more quickly.
The Reality
There are 30.2 million small businesses, comprising 99.9% of all US businesses, employing 47.5% of the country's total workforce. It is no wonder
that by Tuesday April 7, four days after
the launch of the PPP on April 3,
178,000 loan applications were being
processed. But that doesn’t include the
many businesses who were and are still
struggling with the application, which
was updated the night before the launch
after some businesses had already completed the earlier “wrong” application.
Others struggled to locate supporting
documents, as on Monday April 6 not
only was the SBA system that’s used to
process the loans breaking down, it was
also requesting loan documentation that
lenders didn't think they'd have to provide.
But the main problem facing PPP
applicants has been access. Not all
banks are able to participate in the program at this time. The Treasury
Department has said it plans to allow
other lenders to participate but hasn’t
given a timeline. The SBA website has a
tool for finding, by zip code, which
banks are accepting applications:
www.sba.gov/paycheckprotection/find.
The Banks
For now, the loans are available only
through banks that already participate in
other Small Business Administration
lending programs—a group that
includes most of the biggest U.S. banks,
such as JPMorgan Chase, Bank of
America, Citigroup, and Wells Fargo—
banks that have the scale and manpower
to get money out of the door to a large
number of small businesses. And those
big banks are imposing their own
restrictions, most of them requiring an
existing relationship with the bank.
Bank of America initially turned away
PPP applicants if they didn’t have an
existing credit line or loan with the
bank. (It has since updated its policy to
allow checking account holders to apply,
but new clients are still barred from
applying.) And Wells Fargo is lending
only to businesses with fewer than 50

employees and requiring that companies
apply online. On Sunday April 5, Wells
Fargo announced that it had already
reached its lending threshold of $10 billion, a limit that was imposed by the
Federal Reserve after the bank’s fake
account scandal, as it had already
received more than enough applications
to reach that threshold.
Meanwhile, a local company who submitted their PPP application to Wells
Fargo on April 4, because the bank was
not prepared to accept applications on
April 3, received only the following
message on April 7:
“We want to keep you informed on
your interest in the Paycheck Protection
Program application through Wells
Fargo.
Due to high demand, we are not able
to begin your application at this time,
but you remain in our queue based upon
when you submitted your initial interest.
All applications for the Paycheck
Protection Program loans will be online
only. We will continue to send you email
updates frequently so you are informed
on the status of your request for an
application. Our branch and call center
teams aren't able to answer any questions about this status.
You may be able to apply elsewhere.
There is a limited amount of funds
approved by the SBA for the Paycheck
Protection Program. Because Wells
Fargo is targeting to distribute a total of
$10 billion to small businesses with
fewer than 50 employees and nonprofits,
you may want to apply elsewhere to
increase your chances of receiving a
loan before the funds run out. Visit the
SBA website to find a full list of participating lenders you can contact.
Keep in mind that each business may
only receive one loan through the
Paycheck Protection Program.
We will continue to keep you updated
through email.
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The Feds lifted the asset cap on Wells
Fargo on April 8.
Meanwhile, according to one small
bank owner “It is like a feeding frenzy
with the banks who are participating trying to get into the SBA portal to get the
necessary authorizations on each customer. I hope we, as community banks,
aren’t being put at the back of the everlengthening waiting line and the bigger
banks are getting in and taking the
authorizations first."
As for the EIDL, the other CARES
small business loan program, which also
includes a $10,000 forgivable grant,
applicants are suffering from lack of
information about timing of loan
approval, although they do not have to
go through banks but apply directly to
the SBA.
Most applicants haven’t been able to
get status updates on their applications
beyond an acknowledgment that their
applications have been submitted and
received.
One local applicant for the EIDL loan,
“got an email back with my application
number, and yesterday got another email
that stated: ‘No Weeks Available to
Certify’ and ‘Check back after
4/12/2020 for your next available
week.’" This made no sense to the applicant.
No wonder some small-business owners worry that the pot of money will run
out before they are able to dip into it.
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin
on Tuesday April 7 asked congressional
leaders to rapidly commit an additional
$250 billion to replenish the new $349
billion small-business coronavirus program that is being overwhelmed by
surging demand.
But any bill to boost the PPP or add
funding to other programs won't be on
the Senate floor until at least Monday,
April 13.

