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Just one week into Downtown
Fullerton’s partial re-opening, as restaurants and shops were finally opening
their doors to customers after being
closed for months due to the COVID-19
pandemic, a protest in Fullerton over the
death of George Floyd at the hands
Minneapolis police led to the police
temporarily closing down parts of
Commonwealth and Highland on May
30. The George Floyd protest, one of
many happening in cities across the
country, began at “Kelly’s Corner” at the
Fullerton Transportation Center, the spot
where 9 years ago Fullerton police officers beat unarmed homeless man Kelly
Thomas to death. Around 5pm protestors marched from Kelly’s Corner
toward the Fullerton Police Department.
Protestors crowded the intersection of
Commonwealth and Highland urging
for justice for George Floyd, and taking
a knee in the street. Police moved in to
clear the protestors, who eventually dispersed, some returning to the
Transportation Center. About an hour
later, protesters returned to the intersection, and again were dispersed. Two
people were arrested, one for vandalism
and one for failure to disperse.
Continued on page 19

Police Protest: Protesters against the Minneapolis police killing of George Floyd in downtown Fullerton on May 30.
Photo by Jane Rands. See more photos of the protest at www.fullertonobserver.com.

Orange County’s Partial Reopening
and Health Orders
by Matthew Leslie

Orange County
COVID-19 Statistics
Fullerton’s cumulative total of
COVID-19 infections surpassed 200 by
the end of May. The Orange County
Health Care Agency (OCHCA) does not
report hospitalizations or deaths from
the virus by city, but it is known that an
outbreak occurred at the homeless shelter temporarily located in Fullerton’s
Independence Park.
Countywide, 145 people are known to
have lost their lives to the COVID-19

virus to date; nearly 6,000 infections
have been reported. OCHCA assiduously notes that nearly 1,000 of those cases
have occurred in skilled nursing facilities and jails, which have each experienced rising infection rates.
For the first time, the County has
begun to include numbers of individuals
known to have recovered from the virus,
although the information is not considered to be of specific epidemiological
value because it is difficult to track.
Continued on page 3

MAN KILLED IN OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTING
A man was shot and killed by officers
of the Fullerton Police Department after
allegedly stabbing a police K-9 (canine)
following a domestic violence incident
on Wednesday, May 27 at 10pm. This
was the second officer-involved shooting death in the month of May. On May
3, another knife-wielding man was shot
and killed by Fullerton police in an incident that remains under investigation.
Officers were called to the 3600 block
of West Avenue because of a family disturbance report. A 911 caller said that a
domestic violence incident had occurred
inside the residence.
During the incident two teenage children tried to intervene but the male suspect threatened them with a knife. While
officers were still responding, information was received by the officers that
the male suspect also had a handgun and
had fired several rounds. As officers
arrived on scene, multiple family members ran from the house. Seconds later
the suspect exited the house holding a

knife. Numerous commands to drop the
knife were given by police but the suspect refused to do so. The suspect, still
armed with the knife, attempted to reenter the house while other family members were believed to still be inside. A
K-9 was deployed. The suspect stabbed
the K-9 and the suspect was shot by officers.
Officers began life-saving measures
while paramedics responded. The suspect was transported to a local trauma
center where he was later pronounced
dead. The canine was transported to a
veterinary hospital where he underwent
emergency surgery. The K-9 is expected
to make a full recovery.
A knife was recovered at the scene,
but no gun.
The Orange County District
Attorney’s Office is handling the investigation into the officer-involved shooting, as is standard protocol. The
deceased suspect’s identity will be
released by the Orange County Coroner.
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Congratulations
Graduates
by Mike Ritto
This year’s graduates may
remember 2020 as the year
many of their expectations went
down the drain. But, resourceful
people like Brooklyn Campbell,
ASB friends, and families found
a way to make it work. This
wall (at right), with overflow on
the sidewalk and fence once the
wall space was filled, has the
name of each senior who graduated from Fullerton High School
this year, a total of 487. Maybe
we will remember them as the
class that decided to take on
whatever life gave them and
kept going. What a great tribute,
and we all know they will make
us proud as they do move on—
on to great accomplishments.
Wall along Berkeley Ave contains the name of each graduating senior at FUHS. Photo by Mike Ritto.

PLUMMER CLOCK TOWER
LIGHTS UP FOR GRADUATES
by Sam Bradbury
While many schools are turning on
stadium lights or putting up signs to
honor their class of 2020 graduates, I
realized that FUHS and I have the
resources to do something special. I had
the idea to light up the Plummer
Auditorium clock tower in school colors
of red and white.
The goal was to create a visible and
celebratory landmark on campus in
honor of our graduates. With approval
from Principal Laura Rubio and assistance from the administration, the idea
was given the green light by the district
and we began planning.
I brought a selection of lighting instruments from Fullerton EV Free Church
to do the color wash on the tower.
Assistant Principal Tina Wilde assisted
in the purchasing of projection images
(called gobos) to add flair and make it
extra special for the senior class.
FJUHSD Performing Arts leads Evan
Shirk and Tony Gonzalez worked to
plan and implement the lighting design.
They put systems in place to power the
equipment and ensured proper placement for maximum visual appeal.
Evan, Tony, and I (with Principal
Rubio present) arranged the lighting on
May 2, and the tower officially was
lighted the next day Friday, May 22.

Angelos

Gage Calvillo

While the idea, a large portion of the
planning, and the majority of design and
projection choices were mine, the project would not have been possible without the hard work of FUHS administration, the wisdom, experience, and tenacity of Evan and Tony, and the guidance,
approval, and support of Technology
director David Goo at Fullerton EV Free
Church.
Sam Bradbury is a graduating senior
at Fullerton Union High School.

and Vincis

Ristorante Est 1971
550 North Harbor Blvd
Downtown Fullerton
714.879.4022

“A PLACE TO EAT...A PLACE TO SEE.”
R
NE ORANGE
IN

COUNTY HOTLIST
W BEST ITALIAN 2016 & 2017
Established in 1971, in this family-owned restaurant
you dine in the middle of an Italian town square
complete with storefronts and twinkling lights.

Call 714.879.4022
www.AngelosandVincis.com
“Like” us on facebook.com/angelosandvincis

Anniversaries
Weddings
Any Occasion !
One Call
We Do it All !
FIVE FREE
BANQUET
FACILITIES
Accommodating
up to 800 people

Chloe Dyreson
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Orange County’s
Partial Reopening
and Health
Orders
Continued from front page
Just before Memorial Day, the county
of Orange submitted a Variance
Assessment application to the state of
California. They issued a press release
on Saturday, May 23, announcing that
the State had accepted the application,
allowing a partial reopening of many
businesses as long as they adopt safe
practices for social distancing. The following are now permitted to open if they
follow the State’s guidelines:
•In-person dining reservations
•Retail shopping with social distancPatrons of Fullerton Brew Co. Sit on a closed-off section of Wilshire Ave. on May 30. Photo Jane Rands.
ing and curbside pickup
•Manufacturing
at least 72 hours after recovery and at many communications from County res- restricted COVID-19 patient unit, need•Offices (when telework not possible) least 10 days following the appearance idents urging him to show support for lessly exposing them to patients who
•Outdoor Museums
had actually tested positive for the virus.
of first symptoms, a 10 day isolation the order.
•Limited Services
period for anyone testing positive for the
OC Sheriff Don Barnes announced The mistake evidently was not discovEven hair and beauty salons can open virus but not showing symptoms, and that he would not enforce the face cov- ered for ten days. All ten patients were
as long as everyone wears face cover- self-quarantining for 14 days of anyone ering order, saying that his department retested for the virus. Of the ten, only
ings, but no procedures that involve the in close contact (within 6 feet for at least was “not the mask police,” and preferred one was now positive for it. That patient
touching of faces are allowed. Church 15 minutes) for an individual known or a strategy of educating the public about remains in a COVID-19 unit, but is not
services, funerals, cultural services, and likely to have COVID-19. The self-quar- the importance of wearing face cover- reported to be showing any symptoms of
protests are permitted, but only if they antine rules do not apply to healthcare or ings.
the disease. The other nine patients were
involve fewer than 100 people outside. law enforcement professionals.
The County has reopened parking lots transferred to a quarantine unit for fourInside, no more than 100 people may
Dr. Quick’s order also included a for beaches and wilderness parks, but teen days. The County would not reveal
gather, or 25% of a venue’s normal detailed checklist for the partial reopen- maintains the importance of social dis- the name or location of the facility
capacity, whichever number is smaller.
ing of businesses. Most controversially, tancing while enjoying these amenities. affected, citing privacy concerns.
Weddings with groups
OCHCA Director Dr. Clayton Chau
the order proscribed
are still not allowed and
said
that the County is auditing every
that, with the exception
How the County is Spending
private gatherings should
step
of its communications process to
of children under the age
CARES Act Funds
be limited to those sharing
determine
how the error occurred, and
of
2
and
others
who
13 homeless
OC’s Board of Supervisors defeated a was unwilling to speculate about it until
the same household.
might be incapacitated
individuals had
College courses must folor have a health condi- proposal by Chair Michelle Steel and the completion of the review. He
tested positive
low distance learning protion that precluded it, Sup. Don Wagner to send $75 million stressed that the lab results themselves
tocols, regardless of lab
“All Orange County res- made available to the County from the were accurate. The relatively small
for COVID-19
requirements. Many other
idents and visitors shall federal CARES Act directly to business- number of cases involved was not
across
two
businesses and activities
wear a cloth face-cover- es hard hit by the closing necessitated by enough to affect the County’s partial
different
homeless
are still forbidden, like
ing when: (i) in a public the pandemic. Instead, each of the five opening status.
shelters, one in
nail salons, bars, gyms,
place; (ii) visiting a supervisorial districts will receive an
sport clubs, gymnastics
retail, commercial, or equal share of the funding, where their
Anaheim and
Homeless Shelter Outbreak
centers, dance/ballet stuother place of business; respective supervisors will independentone
in
Fullerton.
County CEO Frank Kim revealed on
dios, Little League and all
or (iii) at work, and ly decide how to distribute the funds.
May
28 that 13 homeless individuals
Sup.
Steel
announced
that
she
would
other sports camps, and
when the resident or vishad
tested
positive for COVID-19
send
the
$15
million
for
her
district
to
private
and
public
itor is not able to mainacross
two
different
homeless shelters,
the
constituent
cites
within
it,
proporschools.
Swimming
tain at least 6 feet of
one
in
Anaheim
and
one in Fullerton.
tioning
it
according
to
the
populations
of
pools, even in private developments, physical distance from another person
Although
Kim
did
not
specify which
the
cities.
Fourth
District
Supervisor
cannot open. John Wayne Airport con- who is not a family/household member
shelters
were
involved,
the only one
Doug
Chaffee’s
(Fullerton)
office
is
tinues to operate.
or lives in the same living unit.“ (A
operating
in
Fullerton
is
the
one that was
developing
different
criteria
for
disperAccording to the County’s press superseding order, issued on May 26 by
formerly
housed
in
the
Armory
on
sal
of
funding,
instead
relying
on
a
local
release, OC was able to move into Stage Dr. Quick, removed the specified places
Brookhurst,
and
now
has
been
temporaroffice
of
the
Small
Business
Two of the State’s four stages of opening for the wearing of face coverings with a
by meeting the following requirements: simple, “Outside their home when they Development Center, to which business- ily moved to the gymnasium at
•Fewer than 5% of daily COVID-19 are not able to maintain at least 6 feet of es would presumably need to apply for Independence Park on Valencia Ave.
Further investigation by The Observer
hospitalizations over a seven-day peri- physical distance from another person support.
confirmed that two cases had occurred at
The
County
is
also
spending
CARES
od, or no more than 20 COVID-19 hos- who is not a family/household member
the Independence Park facility, operated
Act
funds
on
a
mobile
testing
unit
being
pitalizations on any single day in the or does not reside in the same living
by Mercy House, who also operates the
put
to
use
for
testing
congregate
living
past 14 days. (The State’s prior require- unit.”)
Bridges at Kraemer shelter in neighborfacilities
such
as
skilled
nursing
faciliment that a county not have a single
Dozens of people complained in pering Anaheim. It is not known if that is
ties,
jails,
and
group
homes,
all
of
which
death in the past 14 days was removed.) son to the Board of Supervisors (BOS)
the same Anaheim shelter where 11
are
at
heightened
risk
because
of
the
•Fewer than 25 new cases per 100,000 during their regular meeting on May 26
clients tested positive for the virus.
close
proximity
of
inhabitants
to
one
residents in the past 14 days, or less than about the face covering requirement,
Independence Park, where the nearby
another.
8% testing positive in the past seven some not seeming to realize that wearing
swim
center is partially open, is not
days.
a face covering is for the purpose of preaccepting
new applicants. Clients curSkilled Nursing
•Have a capacity to be able to test 1.5 venting a person from spreading
rently
residing
there are not allowed to
Facilities and Jails
per every 1,000 residents and at least 15 COVID-19 through infectious droplets
leave.
All
have
been
tested for the virus.
staff per 100,000 county population at least as much as it is to avoid catching
State officials recently instituted a According to OCHCA, none of the
trained and available for contact tracing. it the same way. One complainant
requirement that all patients in skilled homeless individuals who tested posi•Hospital capacity for a possible surge threatened Dr. Quick, drawing immedinursing facilities be tested for COVID- tive have died from the virus. One staff
of 35% of hospitalizations due to ate condemnation from County officials.
19. The County’s testing procedures
COVID-19 cases in addition to providNot all members of the BOS itself have been modified accordingly, with all member tested positive. The County did
ing usual care for other patients.”
were supportive of the face covering jail staff being tested as well as not say in which facility the staff member was working, but did say that they
section of the order, but, because Dr. increased cleaning of facilities.
had not identified a link between infecHealth Care Officer’s Order
Quick’s authority derives directly from
Late in the afternoon on May 29, tions at the two facilities. The clients
On the same morning the County was the State, were unable to modify or can- OCHCA revealed a serious error in com- who tested positive from both shelters
allowed to partially reopen, Dr. Nicole cel it. BOS Chair Steel didn’t seem to municating test results from patients in were sent to motel rooms through the
Quick, OC’s County Health Officer, understand, at least prior to Dr. Chau’s an OC skilled nursing facility. Ten County’s Project Roomkey, which utireleased a detailed and prescriptive repeated explanations, that persons who patients given tests by the County’s own lizes State funding to rent vacant hotel
countywide order reiterating the need might not be aware that they had the health lab on May 18 were erroneously rooms for homeless individuals. There
for persons with COVID-19 to self-iso- virus and exhibit no symptoms at all can reported to have tested positive for they will receive isolation and recovery
late (except to receive medical care) for easily spread it to others. Dr Chau also COVID-19. All were transferred to a services.
related his own experience receiving
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES
MAY 19 MEETING
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of council
meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

City Council Meetings Available for
Public Attendance Starting June 2
This June 2 Council will be held live and in person again in the City Council
Chambers. Social distancing and face covering requirements are in effect for members of the public. The Library Conference Room will be set up for overflow. Inperson public comments are allowed but e-comments and emailed comments are
highly encouraged. Contact the City Clerk’s Office at cityclerksoffice@cityoffullerton.com or (714)-738-6355 with any questions.Members of the public can access
meetings streamed live online at fullerton.legistar.com, on Spectrum Cable Channel
3 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99.

Closed Session
Before every public City Council meeting, there is a “closed session” in which
Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public.
During this closed session, Council met with staff to discuss negotiations with the
various city public employee groups to negotiate cost savings measures.

CITY ENTERS AGREEMENT WITH
DEVELOPER FOR FOX BLOCK
The historic “Fox Block” in downThe concept proposed by Frontier
town Fullerton, which includes the Fox includes partnering with the Fox Theatre
Theatre, may see further development.
Foundation to reconfigure a portion of
Council voted 4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to the theatre into a concert and/or theatre
enter into an Exclusive Negotiation venue.
Agreement (ENA) with the developer
“Frontier has also been in contact with
Frontier Real Estate (NFRED, LLC) to the Fox Theatre Foundation and will be
come up with a development plan for working with that group to ensure that
the Fox Block. What is envisioned is a the historic building and use is
“public market stye commercial devel- retained,” Foulkes said.
opment” on the east side of North
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra said,
Harbor Blvd between
“Preserving and bringing
Chapman Ave and Ellis
the Fox Theatre into full
Pl, including the Pomona
operation is part of the
and Triangle parking
vision. That’s the key factor
lots.
and anchor point in this
In a map of
In a map of the scope
project concept.”
the envisioned
of the envisioned Fox
The agreement with the
Fox Block
Block
development,
City has an initial negotiathere is something called
tion period of 12 months
development,
Rodeo Market where
and identifies certain milethere is a place
Angelo’s and Vinci's is
stones to be completed by
called “Rodeo
now.
the developer, including a
Market” where
When asked if the projmarket study, project
ect envisions replacing
description,
property
Angelo’s and
Angelo’s and Vinci’s,
appraisals,
site
plans,
Vinci's is now.
Community
and
appropriate permits, and
Economic Director Matt
progress reports every four
Foulkes
said
that
months.
“Frontier Real Estate has
If the developer meets
been in discussions with
these requirements within
Angelo’s and Vinci’s as part of this proj- 12 months, the ENA automatically
ect, but the City has not been part of extends for an additional 6 months and
those conversations.”
includes additional milestones such as
The developer has also submitted a environmental impact analysis, and
Letter of Intent to purchase adjacent community outreach. Regarding comnon-city owned properties.
munity outreach, the agreement states
“The concept at this point includes the that the developer must hold at least one
sale of the City/successor agency prop- community meeting.
erties to Frontier, including the Triangle
In 2017, another developer, Pelican
Lot, Chapman/Pomona Lot, Tea Room, Communities, prepared a study that outand possibly the surface lot adjacent to lined options for development of the
Angelo’s and Vinci’s with provisions to Fox Block. Frontier’s proposed developpreserve the required public parking,” ment will use some of the data and
Foulkes said.
research that Pelican did.

Agenda Forecast
The next Fullerton City Council meeting is Tuesday, June 2. Agenda items
include: Code Amendments Related to Short-Term Rentals, Adoption of 2020-21
Budget, Programming for Hunt Branch Library, Eviction Moratorium Extension,
and 60-Day Rent Freeze.
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Michael
Castillo of
MC Video
has been
providing
Fullerton’s
cablecasting
services for
the past 25
years.
He feels he
was left out
of the City’s
move to
use a
different
provider.

Broadcasting Change for City Meetings?
Fullerton has been utilizing local
Councilmember Bruce Whitaker said
video production company MC Video that he has “concerns about any bid profor 25 years to broadcast City Council posal where we only get one respondent,
and Planning Commission meetings on particularly in a county such as Orange
Spectrum Cable Channel 3 and AT&T County, where there are many operators
U-verse Channel 99. Funding for broad- who would appreciate an account like
casting city meetings comes from fees this. I’d rather see someone just dedicatpaid by cable subscribers.
ed to providing broadcast services for
When their contract expired, the City city council. It appears as though
issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) on Tripepi Smith are very involved in marMarch 9, and a company called Tripepi keting and communications,” Whitaker
Smith was the only
said.
respondent. City staff
City Manager Domer
recommended
that
acknowledged that MC
Council award them a
Video has been with the city
“I don’t like
3-year contract for
for 25 years, but said that
the fact that
$109,517.
the city is looking to
a person who
Tripepi Smith curincrease the technological
has been with
rently provides similar
capacity of its broadcasting
services to the cities of
services.
the city as long
Bellflower, Huntington
Council member Ahmad
as he has been
Beach, Placentia, Villa
Zahra asked if Castillo
feels like he
Park, Culver City, and
would be able to provide the
was treated
Indian Wells.
technologies that the City is
According to City
requesting.
unfairly.”
Manager Ken Domer,
Castillo acknowledged
MC Video was notified
that the computer used to
—Mayor Protem
that the RFP was posted
run the programs “is very
Jan Flory
but they did not submit
old and outdated” but felt he
a proposal.
could meet the City’s needs.
Council
member
“I remember many a time
Jesus Silva expressed
very late night meetings,
concern that “we left our current and lots of special meetings and I appreprovider out of the loop.”
ciate all your efforts in coming through
Michael Castillo, owner of MC Video, for us in all those occasions,” Whitaker
spoke during public comment saying said.
that he was not verbally notified of the
Betty Castillo also spoke on behalf of
RFP and that he received a call on May Mike Castillo.
11 from Antonia Graham, the Deputy
“It’s extremely important that a govCity Manager, saying that, “We no ernmental agency be fair, transparent,
longer need your services.”
and reasonable to all bidders. It is also
Castillo acknowledged that he important that bias should never play a
“missed an e-mail” from the City notify- part in these selections,” Ms. Castillo
ing him of the RFP but that he sees City said. “We believe the selection was
staff regularly as he is the current cable- biased…we feel this was not transparcasting provider and nobody verbally ent, nor was it fair.”
told him of the RFP.
Mayor Fitzgerald said, “Because our
“March was such a crazy month with assistant city manager has experience
the Pandemic and so on,” Castillo said. with the applicant…doesn’t necessarily
“As you know, we’re doing library imply bias. It implies that she’s well
meetings, we’re doing the Mayor’s aware of the capabilities of that compaTown Halls…And nobody said anything ny.”
to me.”
Mayor Protem Jan Flory made a
Castillo also pointed out that Tripepi motion to re-open the RFP to give MC
Smith is a marketing and public rela- Video, and others, a chance to make a
tions firm, and that he saw a testimonial bid.
on their web site from Deputy City
“I’ve known Mike Castillo for a very
Manager Graham from when she long time. Mike has been very loyal to
worked in Huntington Beach.
the City,” Flory said. “I would like to
“It makes me worry that there was a see the RFP process reopen…I think it
relationship maybe,” Castillo said. “I’d would have been good had Mike been
love to continue to serve you. I’ve never contacted directly…I don’t like the fact
missed a meeting in 25 years.”
that a person who has been with the city
Domer said that the RFP was put out as long as he has been feels like he was
“with current standards and best prac- treated unfairly.”
tices and was done according to our purCouncil then voted 5-0 to re-issue the
chasing procedures.”
RFP.
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PALM GARDENS RENTERS
REQUEST RELIEF
The Woodcrest Association, a neighborhood-based non-profit, also sent a
Residents of the low-income apart- letter to the city council, which was
ment complex Palm Gardens in signed by 130 residents, urging the
Fullerton were recently given notice of a council to “take immediate action to
rent increase of 8.5%, which is sched- postpone this rent increase for at least 90
uled to take effect June 1, the date that days” and “to send a letter and speak
the City’s eviction moratorium is sched- with the landlord, in order to postpone
uled to end.
the rent increase in this complex.”
The residents responded with a letter
The letter begins, “We write today
to their landlord asking that the rent urging you to stand with low-income
increase be postponed for 6-12 months families in the city of Fullerton who are
because many are not working due to the currently financially impacted as a result
coronavirus pandemic.
of COVID- 19. We are asking the City to
The letter, which is suptake action to protect the
ported by Habitat for
most vulnerable residents
Humanity
OC,
St.
in our city...While children
Joseph’s
Community
and families are already
Partnership Fund, and
managing social and emo“Please take
Orange
County
tional challenges, a rent
this critical step increase notice only makes
Congregation Community
to bring us
Organization reads (in
life more stressful in not
part):
being able to provide for
needed relief,
“Now more than ever,
their children and famias doing so will
amidst this global panlies.”
safeguard many
demic, affordable housing
Mireya Figueroa, who
from the
is vital for our families’
lives at Palm Gardens, said
health and well-being.
that she and her husband
brink of
While rent increases are a
are working right now—
homelessness.”
normal
and
viable
they are considered “essenprocess, we are suffering
tial workers”—but that she
with financial instability
is concerned about her
and shifted circumstances
neighbors who are not
that leave us unable to pay
working due to the panour current rent, even less so an addi- demic.
tional increase. As we continue to prior“I think about my family and my
itize safety and precaution during these neighbors because I know there are a lot
times, we ask that you consider postpon- of neighbors who have stopped working,
ing this rent increase for six to twelve and I’m worried about them because
months from the original date of June 1, they have families and kids,” Figueroa
2020 until we can return to our jobs and said. “My neighbors, a husband and
daily lives post pandemic.
wife, are not working so this rent
“Numerous tenants of the Palm increase will not be good for them. It’s
Gardens apartment complex are experi- not a good idea right now because we
encing financial hardship and emotional are in this situation with COVID-19.”
distress because of the COVID-19 panIn response, at the May 19 Fullerton
demic. Our situation has become more City Council meeting, Councilmember
strenuous after learning about the pend- Jesus Silva asked that Council bring
ing June rent increase. Many of us have back an item for June 2 to extend the
lost our jobs, work fewer hours, or lack eviction moratorium for another month,
enough resources to get food for our and to enact a rent freeze for 60 days.
children. As long-term residents, we
“These are people who have not been
have roots in this city, and are strongly able to work, who are not likely to work
invested in this neighborhood, and this from home, and they’re already under a
apartment complex. We call this place lot of duress,” Silva said.
home and wish to remain here. That is
He pointed out that evictions usually
why we, the Tenants of the Palm do not just impact one person, but entire
Gardens apartment complex, urge you to families.
stand with your tenants who are finanThese motions (to extend the eviction
cially impacted as a result of COVID-19 moratorium and rent freeze) were secand reconsider your decision to increase onded by Councilmember Ahmad
rent at this time.
Zahra.
“The additional time will allow us to
“I want to echo my extreme frustration
recover some financial stability. Please and, honestly, disgust with what is haptake this critical step to bring us needed pening at Palm Gardens,” Zahra said.
relief, as doing so will safeguard many We have so many landlords who have
from the brink of homelessness.”
been so gracious throughout this crisis,
Some community groups and individ- and then you have one who decided that
uals, including Habitat for Humanity the timing of a rent increase would coinOC, sent letters and comments to cide with the end of our moratorium,
Fullerton City Council urging them to which is June 1, at a complex that is
intercede on behalf of these renters. “At entirely low-income, in fact the lowest
Habitat for Humanity of Orange County income part of our city. I know there are
we have seen the difference stable hous- a lot of legal loopholes that allow this
ing makes in the lives of a family,” type of behavior, but I know that there
wrote Sharon Ellis, CEO of Habitat for are ways that this landlord could be
Humanity OC. “Today we urge mem- working with his residents, or at least
bers of the city council to stand with the Council. We’ve reached out several
Fullerton families currently impacted times to no avail. I find it shameful that
financially as a result of COVID- 19. we have those who are not willing to
Please consider taking action to ask the work with us during this crisis, and be
landlord of Palms Garden Apartments to part of the collaborative that is the city
postpone their proposed rent increase of Fullerton. I’m happy to stand with
due to take in effect in June 2020. Now councilmember Silva and our residents
more than ever, having a stable place to to see what we can do to, hopefully, get
call home is important.”
a resolution. All they are asking for is an
by Jesse La Tour

Palm Gardens Apartments located at 400 W Orangethorpe Ave.
extension of their rent increase for at
least another 30 days so they can get
back on their feet, get back to their jobs,
and get at least a paycheck before they
start paying increases.”
Palm Gardens is owned by Palm
Garden Apts Ltd Partnership and
Bertram Partners (whose owner is listed
as Kenneth B. Black). The complex is
managed by iAsset Management, with
headquarters in Irvine, whose partners
include Jerry McLane and Kenneth B.
Black.
According to an Observer article from
1997, when Bertram Partners purchased
the affordable housing complex in 1997,
they received tax credits to renovate the

complex, but were able to remove some
requirements aimed at protecting
renters, such as such as property maintenance inspections of interior and exteriors, ability to replace a property manager for “gross mismanagement,” and
[bedroom] occupancy restrictions.
Though Council was at that time
divided on the issue, the agreement was
approved 3-2. In that article, thenMayor Chris Norby decried the Bertram
Partners proposal as “a scheme to make
a lot of money by raising rents, without
social benefits of any kind. It’s part of
the Yuppy trend."
The item will be on the June 2 city
council agenda.

City Council to Make Final Hunt
Library Proposal Selection
tional space. Staniec would serve as the
program team leader, while Arts OC
The Fullerton City Council is sched- would help to conceive, plan, and impleuled to consider proposals for program- ment programs for the space and
ming in the closed Hunt Branch Library grounds. The proposal also includes
on June 2. Eight different organizations architect Robert Young, who would preresponded to a Request for Proposals sumably direct use of $2.5 million in
issued last November by the city to state funding for renovations and
solicit programming proposrestoration of the building.
als for the site. A five member
What oversight the Library
panel that included members
Board of Trustees will have
of the Library Ad Hoc
of the project is unclear, but
The top
Committee reviewed the prothe state grant requires that
proposal
posals following direction by
the site retain some aspect of
came from
the council in March. The
library use.
Heritage
highest ranked proposal came
The William
Pereira
from Heritage Future in partFuture and designed Hunt Branch
nership with Arts Orange
Arts Orange Library was a gift to the City
County. The council is being
of Fullerton from the Norton
County.
asked to approve staff engagSimon Foundation in 1962.
ing with the Heritage
For decades it served as only
Future/Arts OC.
one of two branches of the
Arts OC is a non-profit arts
Fullerton Public Library,
advocacy group founded twenty years until being closed in 2013 and eventualago at a time when such an organization ly leased to neighboring Grace
was lacking in the county. Every major, Ministries International (GMI) for
and most minor, arts organization in OC $1,500 per month. The Hunt has since
is a member of the group, which advo- been listed on the National Registry of
cates for arts funding and support and Historic Places, and is the focus of a
provides organizational and other serv- community effort called Save the Hunt
ices to both local governments and con- to save the building and site from being
stituent members. For many years they sold by the city (savethehunt.org).
have managed the Imagination
Still the library’s tenant, GMI’s educaCelebration in Orange County. Heritage tional arm, Grace Mission University,
Future was founded by Kevin Staniec, a also submitted a proposal to utilized the
writer, publisher, and arts impresario site, scoring at number 5 of the 8 subwho founded and directs the 1888 liter- mitted proposals. The next to highest
ary space in Orange and has organized score was received for a proposal called
exhibitions for the City of Irvine’s Great Hunt Library Gardens, but no other
Park gallery for many years and previ- information about it is provided in the
ously worked for the Muckenthaler agenda report, nor were proposals subCultural Center.
mitted by Access California, Arborland
The joint proposal envisions utilizing (who operate a private school in
the historic Hunt Branch Library as an Amerige Heights), Faruk Zia &
arts and literary presentation and educa- Associates, OCHCC, or Bonnie Hall.
by Matthew Leslie

The DOWNTOWN Report

Page 6 OBSERVER

EARLY JUNE

2020

by Mike Ritto AllMedia@sbcglobal.net © 2020

BIG CHANGES
Just a week and a half ago, when we
first heard West Wilshire would be
closed off to traffic and turned into a
new space for restaurants and shops to
expand their footprint and generate
some income, that area looked every bit
like a ghost town.

Many were looking for answers. Why
was the street blocked off, and next,
when will there be tables, chairs, people
in the cleared space? Why are ‘they’
doing this? What about bicycle traffic?
It’s now day two, and still nothing happening? What are they waiting for?

A section of Wilshire Ave. has been blocked off for outdoor dining.

RETAIL

Moving Ahead at Last
There were signs that things were
opening, even though no business had
yet filled out the application and been
approved to ‘open’ that part of our
Downtown. Les Amis has their own outdoor space, so they were open when we
went by at 3pm on Friday, May 22.
Though hard to see, there is a patron sitting there, apparently the first to find out
they had gone beyond takeout.
The next day, places like Roscoe’s
Deli were partially open. No sitting at
the bar, no sitting inside. Find a table
and stay there, maintain distance. The
Amerige block, spotlighted here in the
last Observer, was mostly open, with
new tables in the back parking lot and a
few cautious and perhaps skeptical
patrons stopping by. Many wondered if
this was really happening. Was it safe?
Are we finally seeing the return to ‘normal,’ whatever normal is, was, or will
be?

By Memorial Day, text messages,
calls, emails, and social media postings
came flooding in—“We’re at the
Matador.” “We’re at Vino Nostra.”
“We’re at Joe’s.” “We’re downtown
with a few parties at the bar, spaced
social distancing style and a few in the
dining room with empty tables spaced
between them,” and on it went. Some
diners/shoppers charged full speed
ahead, some remained cautious and
stayed home. Only time will tell how
customers will handle this, and if all
who do venture out, and all who get
back to work, will indeed be OK.
All places of business have new
restrictions, and all customers must continue to take every precaution in order to
prevent a second wave of COVID-19
cases, but seeing things open up for two
more today, Rutabegorz and Heroes,
with more on the way, lets us know all of
our favorites should soon be back.

Boys and Girls Club Generosity
Over 5,000 free meals have been handed out at this inspiring stand on South
Richman Avenue. Once again I was able to take photos from the window of my car,
and all of those who were handing out the much-needed food were taking precautions as you can see. They told me the total may be more like 10,000 meals at some
point. This is how we get through this, together. Well done!

You heard the news about this last
Tuesday and Wednesday, that all retailers may now reopen, but did you know
exactly which ones have done so? Ace
Hardware has been open the entire time,
as you know, and Kings Flowers down
the road on Commonwealth is open as of
today. Past Times Collectibles (by
appointment), hair salons, and barbershops, and so many more, are taking
steps to open or have already done so.
At right we see Joe from Night Owl,
happy that he can not only serve on his
patio but perhaps expand to the concrete
walkway as well as opening up inside,
again, maintaining social distancing and
whatever else is required. This column
originally began with a list of who IS are indeed back in business. But you
open, but now that most are, you can be should check with them for hours and
relatively sure that your favorite places find out what restrictions apply.

Photo Quiz
Send your answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

This issue:
Long derided, is
this art, or was
that just the
name of the person who painted
it?
The real
question
is,
where was it?

Last issue:
Katie “C” got it
right, Garcia’s
South of The
Border is on
Commonwealth
.
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The former 15,700 sq. ft. DNG Engineering building will be home of the
Illumination Foundation Navigation Center.

Recuperative Care Center to Open in June
Building permits were issued for Illumination Foundation Recuperative Care and
Navigation Center (for the homeless) located at 3535 West Commonwealth Ave. on
May 14. The project will involve the renovation of an existing industrial building to
be used as a human service agency that will include 60 beds for recuperative care
and 90 beds for the navigation center with wrap around services. The project will
also include other amenities to include multiple outdoor seating areas, a gated dog
kennel and run, covered storage lockers, and a health clinic (OSHPD 3) on the 2nd
floor of the building. City staff, Illumination Foundation staff, and outside agencies
have made a collaborative effort to ensure timeliness and accuracy of the plans in
accordance with all applicable code requirements. The City looks forward to working with the construction team as they get started on the building and site renovation
with a goal to have the facility open by June.

SAFE PARKING PROGRAM EXTENDED
City Council voted to extend the Program provided the following:
City’s Safe Parking Program for people
•20 clients were served, including a
living in their vehicles for an additional family with an infant
three months through August 31. The
•15 vehicles utilized the Program
extension is due to COVID-19 and the
•Four clients were housed
concern with where the cur•All clients had linkage to
rent and future homeless
services
clients will migrate to find
Due to the COVID-19 outIn its first
other safe parking locations.
break, homeless outreach
six months, was suspended in March,
According to a city staff
report, the extended agreethe program which reduced the total numment will be with a new
ber of clients served.
served 20
provider, Pathways of Hope.
The Program extension
people living will follow the same guideThe original operator of the
in their
Safe Parking Program was
lines as the original program
Illumination Foundation.
by providing for overnight
vehicles.
Funding for the program
parking (6:30pm to 6:30am)
will come from the City’s
for homeless individuals
Housing Fund. Preliminary
and/or families who currently
cost estimates for the providwell in their vehicles.
sion of on-site security and sanitation Pathways of Hope will provide customer
infrastructure is $45,000. The City will screening, intake, and case management
also seek reimbursement through feder- services for program participants to conal, state and city-declared emergency nect to them to appropriate services.
proclamations.
The three-month extension to the
The Safe Parking Program began on Program will allow the City to both proNovember 12, 2019 and was scheduled vide a needed resource for Fullerton
to end on May 12, 2020.
people experiencing homelessness livIllumination Foundation operated the ing in their vehicles and continue to
program and provided case management gather important data regarding the servservices for all participants.
ice needs of this segment of the homeAccording to a City report, from less population, in order to help inform
November 2019 to May 2020, the future programs/services.

ACROSS
1. Org. for the over 50 set
5. Flop
9. French vineyard
12. Seductive quality
14. Diva's solo
15. "Rumour ___ It" (2011 Adele hit)
16. Overly fowl?
17. "You can't handle the truth!", e.g.
19. 1999 David Bowie song
21. "Illmatic" rapper
22. Heavy weight
23. Seminary subj.
24. 1966 the Mamas & the Papas song
30. "All right, Ms. Derek"?
33. Local talk radio 1150 AM
call letters
34. Alf's transport
35. 1999 Stone Temple Pilots song
40. Comfort shoe brand made
in San Antonio

DOWN
1. Hello and goodbye
2. Baseball's Felipe,
Manny and Moises
3. Germany's ___ Valley
4. Magician's command
5. "And ___ makes three!"
6. Valuable deposits
7. Catchall abbr.
8. Terry cloth garment, often
9. "Relax, bro!"
10. Santa Monica based think tank
11. ___ as directed
12. Memo header
13. ___ a high note
18. Property restriction

41. Los Angeles Dodgers
relief pitcher Steve
42. Medical worker, mail carrier, or
grocery cashier in this global
pandemic, say
43. 1967 Royal Guardsman song
48. Abet's partner
49. Violets-blue connector
50. Bush found in Florida
53. 1992 The Cure song
58. Wavered
59. Culminated
60. Golden yrs. fund
61. Russo of "The Thomas
Crown Affair"
62. Mythical nautical dangers
63. Hosp. workers
64. Leaky tire sound
65. Sticker at a bar?

20. "There's more..."
24. Sav-___ Discount Thrift Store
25. Take ___ (protest or end
the play in football)
26. "But then again..."
27. Italian high fashion brand,
when doubled
28. From a distance
29. Stringed toy
30. Santa Ana sch. often
called "OH-sha"
31. Title villain of a "Star Trek" film
32. Downtowns, often
36. Mild, medium and sharp cheeses
37. Coal carrier
38. Part of B.Y.O.B.
39. Timid
44. Nintendo's consoles
45. Ted's character on "Cheers"
46. Faucet woes
47. Virgil's epic
50. 2019 Joaquin Phoenix dark drama
51. Part of a meet
52. Kings and queens
53. Fronded plant
54. Mesmerizes
55. Hankerings
56. March 15, e.g.
57. Zhivago's love
58. Paul McCartney title
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Section of Fullerton’s Bike
Boulevard Now Closed to Bicyclists
by Matthew Leslie
With virtually no warning, the City of
Fullerton closed a short block of West
Wilshire Ave. to vehicular traffic,
including bicycles, to facilitate a new
outdoor dining area before it was
allowed by California’s emergency
COVID-19 orders. Signs and barricades
close the street to cars, and, specifically,
bicycles, even though the area of the
closed street is a section of the city’s
official Wilshire Bicycle Boulevard.
According to City Manager Ken Domer,
the closure is “tentatively scheduled
through November 2nd.” Domer confirmed that the city’s Active
Transportation Committee, which has
not met since February, was not consulted about the street closure.
A single orange directional detour sign
is posted on either side of Harbor Blvd.,
indicating to bicyclists to take another
route, but no other signs show what that
route is supposed to be. The one facing
east on Wilshire is evidently supposed to
direct cyclists to make a left turn at the
signal on to busy Harbor Blvd. itself, a
downright dangerous place for riding
most bikes. Asked if the city recommended that riders use Harbor Blvd. as a
detour route, Domer responded “All
bicyclists should always use caution on
any street they choose to use.”
In response to concerns about the closure, Public Works Director Meg
McWade wrote “The intent of the closure is not to hurt the bicycling community. We are trying to work as quickly as
possible to help save the downtown
businesses due to COVID-19 impacts,
and closing Wilshire quickly is an
attempt to do so. We have identified the

bike detour route but unfortunately, the
signs did not arrive yet. We are hopeful
that they will be available by mid-week.
They will be posted as soon as we
receive them.” After consulting a map,
another city staff member suggested that
cyclists use Pomona Ave. east of Harbor,
but that isn’t where the detour sign is
located. The city evidently plans to
leave the signs where they are through
the weekend and into the following
week.
The Wilshire Bicycle Boulevard
begins at the 600 block of West
Wilshire, at Woods Ave., east of Euclid
Ave., and extends east over two miles to
Annin Ave., just west of Acacia, and is a
central feature of Fullerton’s Bicycle
Master Plan. It connects to other streets
officially designated and signed as bike
routes, providing safer bicycle passage
laterally across most of the city without
riders having to use major traffic thoroughfares.
The $3.2 million boulevard project
was years in planning, and funded primarily with a federal grant through the
Orange County Transportation Agency
(OCTA), with just $300,000 from the
City of Fullerton for street paving along
the route. Fullerton’s closure of even a
small portion of the street calls into
question whether the city could be
accused of misusing the funds awarded
to it by OCTA. The grant funded planning for the boulevard, as well as replacing intersection stop signs with permanent traffic roundabouts, adding directional bicycle “sharrow” markings to the
street pavement, and posting permanent
signs advising that bicycles may use full
traffic lanes on the two lane street.
Under ordinary circumstances, the

A section of Wilshire Ave. has been closed to bicyclists.
entire block of East Wilshire between trators were awaiting word from
Harbor Blvd. and Pomona Ave. is closed Sacramento that same day so they could
to traffic nearly all Thursday evenings proceed with outdoor dining plans. That
between the months of April and same afternoon, however, one restauranNovember for the Downtown Fullerton teur with frontage on the section of
Market, but even then cyclists can walk closed street said that a city staffer had
their bikes through the market, and there visited his business that day and said
is frequently bicycle parking provided that the city hoped to hear from the state
near the Fullerton Museum’s beer gar- by the morning of Saturday, May 23.
den, along with permanent bike racks in But, in violation of state orders, at least
the area.
one restaurant downtown was already
The closure was attributed by city serving several tables of customers in its
staff to a desire by the
regular outdoor dining
Fullerton City Council for
patio adjacent to the empty
amended outdoor dining
closed down section of
The $3.2 million Wilshire Ave.
plans that would allow
restaurants to utilize addiOn Saturday morning,
Bike Boulevard
tional city property for project was years May 23, the County of
expanded seating areas
Orange issued press releasin planning and es announcing that the state
large enough to accommodate social distancing funded primarily had approved its Variance
guidelines. But, according
Assessment Plan to move
with a federal
to City Manager Domer, grant through the in to Expanded Stage 2.
“No specific street or pubAccording to one of the
Orange County County press releases, the
lic right of way locations
Transportation
were designated by the
new status allows for:
City Council.“ Domer
•In-person dining reserAgency.
himself authorized the clovations
sure, “not specifically to
•Retail shopping with
close it to bicycles,” but
social distancing and curbfor outdoor dining because of the area’s side pickup
high concentration of restaurants.
•Manufacturing
In response to questions raised about
•Offices (when telework not possible)
the Bicycle Boulevard closure Domer
•Outdoor Museums
indicated that he would have the “no
•Limited Services
bikes” signs removed, and that bicyclists
On May 22 two restauranteurs located
would be allowed to walk their bicycles on the closed section of West Wilshire
through the closed area. Although the indicated that it would be at least at
change might accommodate causal week before either of them could begin
cyclists, it runs counter to the boule- to serve customers in outdoor areas. One
vard’s purpose of providing an uninter- said that he would have to apply to the
rupted route for commuters and other Alcoholic Beverage Control Board for a
riders. A center lane for bicycling, which temporary license to serve outdoors, and
would restore continuity to the route, is that each business had to submit an indinot provided, according to Domer, for vidual plan to the city for approval, and
the safety of pedestrians and diners.
tape off the section of sidewalk and
Statewide orders had restricted restau- street each intended to use. Restaurants
rant operations to takeout only, but Gov. were only just contracted about the plans
Newsom announced in mid May that for closing off Wilshire on Wednesday
California’s 58 counties could individu- the 20th. He said that his restaurant
ally apply to the Californian Department planned to use the alley just off the street
of Public Health (CDPH) for variances, instead of the street itself, and noted that
moving into an “Expanded Stage 2” sta- it would be expensive to purchase
tus that would allow counties to open up umbrellas to shield diners from the sun
some retail businesses and restaurants if during daylight hours.
specific safety criteria could be met.
None of the handful of other restauCounties are required to submit variance rants on the short stretch of street
forms that must be approved by the appeared to even be open for business
CDPH before a resumption of restaurant on the evening of the closure. A week
and retail activity can take place. later, just one was using the street for
Counties across the state (though not all, service. Fullerton Brew Co’s tables and
Los Angeles declined) quickly submit- outdoor furniture occupy a portion of
ted applications to advance to Expanded the north side of the street, leaving suffiStage 2 status by Memorial Day cient space for bicycle access.
Weekend.
According to city staff, Orange Matthew Leslie is a former member of
County’s application had been submitthe Bicycle Users Subcommittee
ted by Friday, May 22, and city adminis-
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Olive Park Mural

“Hands of Fullerton” by Annabelle Dimang

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2020

SEE PUBLIC ART
DURING THE PANDEMIC
Fullerton has had a long history of
public artwork, from historic WPA
(Works Progress Administration) pieces
on view in the City’s downtown, to more
modern forms of art by local and regional artists. So, if you’re looking for an
excuse to get out of the house while still
practicing social distancing, you could
always take a drive in your car around
the city of Fullerton to appreciate the
creative displays of art around the community.
According to the Association for
Public Art website, “Public art is a
reflection of how we see the world – the
artist’s response to our time and place
combined with our own sense of who we
are. Placed in public sites, this art is
there for everyone, a form of collective
community expression.” Highlights of
the city of Fullerton’s public art collection include Charles Kassler’s “Pastoral
California” on the exterior wall of the
Plummer Auditorium, one of the State’s
largest frescos, and Fullerton’s oldest
extant mural and Aldo Casanova’s 1978
large outdoor sculpture, “Flight,” located between the public library and city
hall.
Back in 1976, “Flight,” a 40-foot
sculpture by Aldo Casanova, was commissioned by the city of Fullerton as a
work of public art to celebrate the
Nation’s Bicentennial. The Art in Public
Places Committee screened proposals
from approximately 25 sculptors and
unanimously selected the piece by the
well-known native California artist. The
5,000-pound steel sculpture with zinc
coating was placed on the lawn between
city hall and the library on November
15, 1978. According to the artist,

“Flight” was created to “symbolize the
continuous movement from Earth to
Space. To suggest, in abstract terms,
man’s indomitable delving into the
unknown.” The plaque says that the
sculpture was “dedicated November 19,
1978 by the Bicentennial Commission
for Arts in Public Places.”
“Flight” was cleaned, lighted, and
repaired in 2002. Even though not
everything in the City is opened yet, you
can still clearly see the sculpture as you
drive down Commonwealth, or you can
catch a glimpse of it if you drive through
the city hall parking lot. There is a rather
wide pathway between the parking lot
and Commonwealth if you want to take
a chance and step out of your car.
The City happens to have a Public Art
Committee, which is made up of 15
members representing the Fullerton
Museum Center Board of Trustees, the
Redevelopment
Design
Review
Committee, Redevelopment Project
Area 2 Committee, the Downtown
Business Association, and the Parks and
Recreation Commission. According to
the City’s website, “Since its inception
in 1996, the Committee has produced 10
original large-scale public art works that
are now part of the City’s Public Art
Collection.”
Driving north on Harbor Boulevard,
you may have noticed the words,
“Welcome to downtown Fullerton” on a
bridge that extends over the street.
Modeled after the Pacific Electric bridge
at Harbor and Berkeley from 1917 to
1964, the Welcome to Fullerton bridge
over Harbor is considered public art by
the city of Fullerton. While driving
around the downtown Fullerton area,

you may also come across some utility “I am sending you a box of oranges
box murals, which the Observer has pre- from California” just above it.
viously covered. The artists behind According to the website for Malden
these utility box murals are Emily Station apartments, “Large murals face
Heller, who painted “California State the railway, paying homage to the City’s
Flower” on the corner by the bank at the historic past.” Indeed they do, because
intersection of Chapman and Harbor, further down the road, I spotted two
Annabelle Dimang, who painted “Hands more murals: one depicting a parade of
of Fullerton” which is located directly historic cars rolling down Harbor
across from City Hall, Amy Lopez, Boulevard with a sign for “Fullerton
who painted “Space Golf,” and Andrea Drug Company” cut off in the foreEvington, who created “Three 3D ground and another of the tower at
Designs.” These colorful utility box Fullerton Municipal Airport.
murals definitely stand out to people
In fact, the last two murals on Malden
drive by.
Station apartments reference Fullerton’s
On the south side of Chapman, just agricultural past. I saw a scene that
past Lemon, you may be
reminded me of Paul
quite familiar with the
Julian’s “Orange Pickers”
sculpture of a giant hand
mural in the old Pomona
on the lawn of Fullerton
post office. Parking my car
Public art is a
College. “The Hand” was
to get a better look, I saw a
created by Artist-in- reflection of how mural of people in hats and
Residence Todd Frahm in we see the world, pouches picking oranges.
2007. According to the
Some were even standing on
the artist’s
Fullerton College Library
to reach the oranges
response to our ladders
website, “the 18,000at the tops of the trees. The
time and place
pound limestone sculpmural illustrated a row with
combined with
ture was intended as an
orange trees on either side
interactive piece at the our own sense of all leading to a point in the
time, and students were
distance. Another mural just
who we are.
encouraged to sit, sleep or
above the one of orange
just relax on it. On April
pickers realistically por16, 2007, the sculpture
trayed an open courtyard
was vandalized when an
with
the
Plummer
unknown
perpetrator
Auditorium in the distance
poured an oil-based redwood stain all and a hallway leading to the theatre on
over the piece, necessitating restora- the far left side of the picture. The artists
tion.” The sculpture was vandalized who put these murals together must
again in 2008 when a tar-like substance have used reference photos to get these
was poured over the top.
details correct.
Looking on the city of Fullerton
Murals can also be found at nearly all
“Public Art” page, I was able to find the schools around Fullerton. At
another mural that I hadn’t seen before. Orangethorpe Elementary School, I was
Driving over to Olive Park at 901 able to look out my car window and see
Gilbert Street, I was able to look out my a mural of an orca whale swimming in
car window at the Olive Park Mural, the sea. Alongside the whale was a vast
which was created in 2010 and made by variety of little sea creatures from small
Katherine England, who was assisted by schools of fish to starfish and crabs to
Valencia Park Elementary School stu- octopi. At Richman Elementary, there
dents along with community and busi- was a different kind of mural, where it
ness volunteers. The bright, colorful appeared that a whole class of students
mural depicts different activities people painted self-portraits, each getting a
can do when they put their minds to it. square of their own. These self-portraits
At the far end, it starts out with the were positioned next to a large square
word, “read” with a painted person read- spelling out the word “Love” in solid
ing a book. “Celebrate, trust, sing, and blocks of colors. These are just a few out
play” come next, each showing some- of many elementary schools around
one engaged in that activity. The mural Fullerton with murals. In contrast to the
ends with “live and love,” before jump- elementary schools, the junior highs and
ing to an unpainted brick wall back- high schools around town had their masground with only the words, “in cots painted on their fronts.
Fullerton” on it. So, altogether reading
All the sculptures and murals I’ve
from left to right, the mural says, “Read, mentioned above can be seen from the
celebrate, trust, sing, play, shop, wor- safety of your car so that you can avoid
ship, dance, nurture, live, and love in coming into contact with anyone else
Fullerton.”
and can reduce your chance of catching
Driving along a road on the south side the coronavirus.
of the train tracks off Highland, I spotted
To see some of the sculptures and
some murals on the walls of the Malden murals I found while driving around,
Station Apartments. What looked like check out my short video by visiting
historic photographs I might find in a www.fullertonobserver.com and clicking
book turned out to be murals. There was the tab labeled “Local.” Underneath that
one of an old-fashioned locomotive tab, click on “Emerson Little YouTube
passing by an orange grove. There was Channel,” which will take you directly
another mural that showcased a to my page.
California orange crate with the words,
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FULLERTON GROUP STEPS UP TO
MAKE DIFFERENCE FOR SMALL BUSINESSES
It all started on April 1 when local resident Sarah Harmon threw a unique
“It takes a village and we’re so glad to birthday party at the request of her husbe in this one” stated a heartfelt online band Chad, who asked people to celepost from The Olde Ship. The family- brate by placing an order at Roll & Grill
owned British pub on Harbor Blvd in on Commonwealth, as a show of support
Fullerton has been around since 1993. for one of his favorite sushi spots. It was
The management posted this grateful estimated that Roll & Grill had a stagresponse to address the support of the gering 70 takeout orders from Chad’s
“village” they received several weeks birthday when someone posted the quesago in an event that highlighted the pub. tion: “What if we did this every week?”
That event was due to a new, concertSarah Harmon sprung into action. The
ed effort in town to step up
online group was estaband help small Fullerton
lished saying, “Times
restaurants affected by cloare tough right now. But
sures due to the COVID-19
as a community, we are
“Several of us
shelter-in-place order. An
always tougher.”
realized what
online group made up of
The group engages
an epic idea this
citizens looking to help
with members all week,
these affected businesses
asking for participants
truly was and
was formed on Facebook,
to post photos of their
we want to keep
called Fullerton Loves
takeout offerings, proit running for
Food. The group has nearly
viding opportunities to
as long as this
3,000 members with the
win gift cards, and genintent of creating a “cash
erating debates with
crazy pandemic
mob” at pre-planned spots
such questions as, “Who
situation
in our city. Administrators
has the best donuts in
pans out.”
of the group pick 2 restauFullerton?” The vibe
rants a week (crowdsourconline is definitely one
ing suggestions from memof positivity and solidarbers) to encourage its folity.
lowers to order takeout on those desigJoining Sarah on the Fullerton Loves
nated days, Wednesday and Saturday. Food team of volunteers is Hannah
This concentrated focus creates a boost Nossaman and Dave Smits, both of
in traffic for businesses and allows whom reach out and coordinate directly
restaurant owners to plan in advance. with the staff at these eateries, making
Fullerton Loves Food works directly sure the event runs smoothly and is
with the business owners to collaborate well-organized.
and provide a little extra marketing, and
Tim Johnson and Kari Thune round
at the same time introduces the group’s out the team, posting online and taking
followers to potentially new places member suggestions into account each
around town they’ve never tried before. week. If you've been to any of these
by Katie Chidester

Dave Smits and Tim Johnson at Crepes Bonaparte.
events, you may have seen Dave and
Tim (in face masks), saying hello, offering help and suggestions, and serving as
Fullerton Loves Food “goodwill ambassadors” of sorts.
Fullerton Loves Food participant
Suzanne Benet says, “I love supporting
some of our favorite small businesses.
And they have all been very conscientious about safely preparing our orders
and limiting face contact. It’s also been a
fun opportunity to try out new venues. I
think I ordered enough for five people at
Crepes Bonaparte!”
The group has featured these eateries
to date: Brownstone Cafe, Let It Brie,
Curry Hut, The Bowery, Bourbon Street,
Les Amis, Hidalgo's, The Cellar,
Chicana Vegana, Gonzo’s Tacos, Angelo
& Vinci’s, Pickled Monk, Crepes

Bonaparte, The Olde Ship, Back Alley
Bar and Grill.
With the slow re-opening of dine-in
services, will the group still feel compelled to show their support? Kari
Thune said, “Several of us realized what
an epic idea this truly was and we want
to keep it running for as long as this
crazy pandemic situation pans out.”
Find Fullerton Loves Food on
Facebook
to
join.
www.facebook.com/groups/3386944470
91194/
For more information, or to inquire
about adding your business to the
Fullerton Loves Food events, please
contact Sarah Harmon
E-mail: mrssarahharmon@gmail.com

Society for Young Writers of California
BALANCE & CHANGE
by Nathan Wayne
I believe that everyone deserves a
chance to do what they love early on.
For those of you who don’t know, I am
13 years old. I started my own news
organization a few years ago, and currently write for three newspapers.
About one month ago me and a
columnist for my website, Garrett,
decided to start a program for other
young writers. So I am proud to present
to you the Society for Young Writers of
California (SYWC). This is for Young
writers who are looking for open meeting platforms, networking, and possibly
even to be published. This society
accepts anyone ages 10-16 who lives
anywhere in the United States. Since it
was founded in California we are calling
it “of California”.
This will be a free program held over

Zoom and complicated passwords that
are not shared outside our group will be
used to prevent problematic complications. All meetings will be recorded and
sent to the Guardian of the child’s email.
Meeting dates will be voted on after 5
entries are submitted.
If you, your child, or someone you
know is interested in writing books,
news stories, or essays, you can email us
at NathanWayneNews@Gmail.com. Our
website, which is currently under construction, is www.SYWCalifornia.wordpress.com.
My Qualifications: Will be a 2020
Presidential Award Recipient, Was featured on KTLA 5 Weekend Morning
News, Am President of Nathan Wayne
News, and am also a Columnist for the
Fullerton Observer, Fence Post paper,
and La Habra Journal.

What You Can’t Control,
and What You Can
We feel better when we can depend
on things. When something has a rule
that is followed every single time. We
know that if we drop a pen that it will
fall to the ground every single time.
There are so many things that are
out of our control during this time. We
cannot be sure if we will be able to
buy all the things that are on our shopping lists. We do not know if we have
to wear our masks everywhere and in
every situation. We do not know if it
is safe today to go to a restaurant. Or
not.
And that is the crux of this situation.
We feel out of control and not safe.
We are not sure what the rules are that
will increase that sense of safety and
control. The people that we normally
look to for good information may not
have the most thorough knowledge.
We are no longer sure whom we can
trust to get what we need in order to
feel safe.

So, stop. Right now. Take a deep
breath. Be aware of what you can control. One thing is that simple breath
that you just took. Take another. One
more. All of that was under your control. There are many things that you
can control. Some are simple such as
what clothes you are wearing. Some
may be more profound, like choosing
when to return to your office. But the
more that you are mindful of what you
actually can control increases that
feeling of safety. Research different
sites and see who you feel gives credible information. Make sure that you
choose a site where their opinions are
based on science, not “My neighbor
just told me that his cousin heard from
some dude on the TV that (fill in the
cure of the day)”.
Go slow. Have compassion for
yourself and others. This is a difficult
time. But it will pass. Stay safe!

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,
Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5 www.michellegottlieb.com
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Congratulations Valedictorians

May 12 FJUHSD
Board meeting
The FJUHSD Board meeting was held
via Zoom with Board President Andy
Montoya presiding and all Board members present.

Student School
Board Member
The Trustees wished a fond goodbye
to this year’s student board member
Angelica Mosqueda, a Buena Park High
School graduate who plans to attend UC
Berkeley in the fall. Next year’s student
board member is incoming senior Jenna
Beining from Sunny Hills High School.
The student Board member provides one
representative to share the students’
point of view on Board policy and program decisions directly with the
trustees. The student may comment on
every open session Board vote.
Representatives can provide insightful
perspectives on the long-term ramifications of School Board decisions on
future students and they can make a lasting impression in this mandated, but
mainly ceremonial role.

FSTO
Fullerton
Secondary
Teacher’s
Organization (FSTO) outgoing president
John Marvin announced the FSTO student scholarships of $500 each, which
honor outstanding students who wish to
pursue careers in education:
Wyatt Logan from FUHS
Megan Aho from TRHS
Kyle D’Amelia from TRHS
Joyesha Hudgins from FUHS
Joyce Kim from FUHS
Jacquelyn Moran from FUHS
After congratulating the students, Mr.
Marvin went on to announce the end of
his term as president of the FSTO as of
June 1. He introduced Angie Cencak as
incoming President and Myra Deister as
incoming Vice President for the next
term.
President Montoya thanked Mr.
Marvin for his many years of service
leading the FSTO.

PTA
Fullerton Council of PTAs sent in a
statement of appreciation for all the district’s teachers for their hard work and
looked forward to celebrating in person
soon. Co-presidents Wendy Reid and
Christy Carter thanked Superintendent
Dr. Scott Scambray and the administration for the numerous ways the district
celebrated the graduating class of 2020.

LCAP Update
Steve Zamora, Director of Education
Services, shared the updated State
requirements for the Local Control
Accountability Plan (LCAP), which
explains how the district spends the
money received this year. Revenue that
is projected includes significant cuts this
year and next due to the lack of additional federal supplements to combat huge
fiscal losses to state revenue due to
COVID-19 lockdowns. The regular
LCAP process is on hold, but a

Community Response Report is due for
Board approval by the end of June. This
new report will focus on the ways
FJUHSD changed instruction through
distance learning implementation for its
students and provided communication
and social services for its families during the emergency. It will be available
for public viewing after Board approval.
As of right now, the State is requiring a
single year 2020/2021 LCAP due in
December, and the regular 3-year plan
for 2021-2023 due in late June of 2021.

Martin Vo, FUHS

Shivana Anand, Troy HS

Sarah Yoon, Troy HS

Isaac Yang, Troy HS

Joseph Dong, Troy HS

Lynette Chan, Troy HS

Jiacheng Xu, Troy HS

Chirag Singh, Troy HS

Bond I
Director of Facilities and New
Construction Todd Butcher, reported
that after 6 years, the end of Bond I
money is on the horizon. The Board
approved the final bond issuance, which
is expected to bring in 23 million additional dollars to finish the Boardapproved projects. Mr. Butcher presented a budget that predicts having about
$43 million to finish all bond projects.
He presented 3 possible final project
lists. Trustee Buchi asked about just
installing A/C in the BPHS and SOHS
original Gymnasiums in order to complete other larger projects. Mr. Butcher
said it was possible and that his department would work with whatever project
list the Board approves. The new
Gymnasium at FUHS will be completed
outside of these last project lists since a
majority of the money is coming from
other State emergency funds. The
Trustees must decide in three months the
final list. The tentative prospective lists
were posted on the website under Board
agenda on May 12 under 5.6.2.
https://agendaonline.net/public/Meeting
.aspx?AgencyID=1272&MeetingID=77
446&AgencyTypeID=1&IsArchived=F
alse.
To share your opinion on the projects
to be finished, contact the Trustees at
their email addresses:
President Andy Montoya:
amontoya@fjuhsd.org
Joanne Fawley: jfawley@fjuhsd.org
Marilyn Buchi: mbuchi@fjuhsd.org
Dr. Chester Jeng: cjeng@fjuhsd.org
Lauren Klatzker:
lklatzker@fjuhsd.org

Mr. Samantello Retires
In the final comments, President
Montoya wished to recognize retiring
Director
of
Technology
Carl
Samantello. Mr. Samantello retires at
the end of the school year after ushering
in the expansion of technology throughout the district. In just the past 6 years,
he has helped implement the one-to-one
Chrome book program, helped set up the
district-wide student email service, and
helped transition the entire district to a
new email server, all while keeping the
IT department running. The Trustees
extended a warm appreciation for all his
years of service and wished him well in
his retirement.

The next FJUHSD regularly
scheduled Board meeting is
June 2 at 6pm.

EARLY JUNE

2020

YOUNG OBSERVERS

FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 13

TEEN OBSERVER

FEATURED PET

by Francine

by Katie, 8th Grade

Graduating Amidst
the Pandemic: Will Sadness
Define This Milestone?
I belong to the eighth grade Class of much has changed about who we are
2020 whose students are moving on to since the very first time we went to
high school. I am sure no one ever school. We went from unsure toddlers
thought we would be holding our pro- to more mature teens. I remember the
motion this way. Many of us had time in kindergarten, whenever Dad
already signed up for end-of-year activ- would drive me to school, I would
ities: 8th grade ball, Knotts Berry Farm always tell him to drive me to
field trip, and the promotion ceremony. Disneyland instead. I was simply not
In fact, I already had an idea
impressed with school at
what I was going to wear on
that time. But our teachers,
Promotion Day.
our parents, and the comI know how it feels to
munity have all come
attend virtual graduation or
together to mold us into
“We are not
do curbside pick up of prowho we are today. It is in
afraid of
motion certificates. I could
school where I learned to
storms, for
be wallowing in self-pity
become an agent of positive
we are
but then, when given the
change in our community.
chance to choose between
It is in the constant support
learning to
being sad or grateful, I
sail our ship.” and encouragement of our
choose to be grateful.
teachers, our school superYes! We all have the
intendent, and the publisher
—Louisa
power of choice. It is ok to
of our community newspaMay Alcott
be sad because this feeling
per that inspired me to be
is very real but once we’ve
the voice of the youth as a
honored this feeling, I
kid columnist since 3rd
would choose to feel grategrade, and now as a youth
ful that I made it this far while many editor giving other students the chance
others may not be as lucky.
to be heard in our community.
Weeks before today, I had already
In two months, we will be going to
gone through being sad and then being high school. The pandemic has affected
grateful. And I realized this feeling of many immensely and it is expected to
being grateful enabled me to start feel- continue through the new school year.
ing happy. It makes me happy that I We hear people say they are afraid of the
managed to survive junior high because future. But as Louisa May Alcott wrote
I remembered being very scared on our in one of her books, “We are not afraid
first day. It makes me happy that even of storms, for we are learning to sail our
though my best friend went to a different ship.” Yes, you can count on us to learn
junior high school, I gained many as much as we can to prepare for the
friends here at Parks. It makes me future. We are the hope of this nation
happy that I will be going to high school and we will do our best so you can all be
where most of my friends are going, too. proud of us.
Junior high passed by in a snap. So
Here are some jokes before summer break starts!
Q: Did you hear about the actor who fell through the floorboards?
A: He was just going through a stage
Q: What happened after Steve Jobs and Mike Wazowski saw each other?
A: They made iContact (eye contact haha get it??)
Q: What did one fish tell the pressured fish?
A: Remember, don’t give in to pier pressure!

MEET CHARLESTON!
Charleston is an energetic pit bull
mix who is looking for a foster
home. He would love a big yard to
run around in and a home with dog
experience and someone to teach
him new tricks. This playful 5-yearold would do best as the only pet in
the house. For more information,
email foster@occr.ocgov.com.
Visit www.ocpetinfo.com.

NATIONAL REMEMBRANCE
by Alexandria, 9th grade

Global Parents Day
June 1 is Global Day of Parents. This holiday first started in 2012, when the UN
General Assembly created the day. Ever since 2012, the date has been recognized as
a day to honor parents around the world for their hard work. Being a parent is one
of the most important jobs in the world. Parents often get lots of pressure to raise
their children right and to keep them happy and healthy.
To celebrate this holiday, everyone can honor parents with a simple word of
thanks to recognize their important role in our lives.
During this quarantine period, there is an abundance of time to do activities with
them and make them feel special and happy. Spending time with family and honoring the work of parents may seem simple, but are huge steps in celebrating this
national holiday.
Source: www.un.org/en/events/parentsday

WHAT’S TRENDING?
by Irene, 8th grade

BIOLUMINESCENT WAVES!
A California phenomenon, bioluminescent waves have been taking the
world by storm. Surfers have begun to
note remarkable blue light glowing from
the waves of California beaches. And
while this marvel is not quite unheard of,
scientists have concluded that this year’s
bloom in particular, is the highest ever
recorded. But what exactly causes these
magnificent glowing waves?
This natural sensation is prompted by
blooms
in
phytoplankton
(Lingulodinium polyedra). Algae begin
to collect sunlight from up above, forming what we call a ‘red tide.’ Later in the

night, a disturbance between these
organisms provokes a neon blue glow,
lighting up ocean waves. It is a spectacular sight that not many of us get to see
everyday, and this wonder is certainly
thanks to Mother Nature’s works.
Sources:
•www.euronews.com/living/2020/05/1
4/why-are-the-waves-in-californiaglowing-blue-and-is-it-bad-for-theocean
•www.nbclosangeles.com/news/local/
bioluminescence-blue-waves-californiacoast-beach-photos/2359338/ (photos)

KIDS RULE By Erin, 5th Grade

MINDFUL APPROACH TO ORAL CARE
Not only do regular tooth-brushing and flossing lead to healthier teeth and
gums, as well as fresher breath, they may also help stave off serious illness.
New research revealed DNA evidence that bacteria found in the mouth can
move to the brain and may cause Alzheimer’s disease. It has been found that
the gum disease bacterium known as Porphyromonas gingivalis (P. gingivalis)
produces a protein that destroys brain cells, leading to memory loss and, possibly, Alzheimer’s disease. After studying 53 Alzheimer’s patients, researchers
found that 96 percent tested positive for this bacteria. Until a drug is developed
that can stop this process, those with a family history of Alzheimer’s, in particular, are encouraged to maintain proper oral care practices.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092
www.paulnelsondental.com
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LOCAL BUSINESS OWNER SHARES HER STORY
I wouldn’t be surprised if many workers will
return to UI after the 8 weeks, or if many businesses
You may know my business, Ipso Facto, as that still fail because assistance and recovery took too
“spooky store” nestled on the north end of down- long.
town Fullerton for the last 30 years in a 15-foot
75% of the PPP loan must be payroll in order to
wide sliver of a utilitarian 1930s building. Our qualify for loan forgiveness, and in my case, the
punk/gothic lifestyle apparel boutique also caters to remaining 25% provided less than half of one
the pagan community, and offers workshops and month’s rent.
free history/anthropology lectures within a salonEIDL, on other hand, had a very simple applicatype atmosphere where artistic free-thinking people tion process, and provided a no strings $1000 per
shop, exchange ideas, and are part of a community. employee advance grant. You can roll your 4%
The challenges we face now with COVID-19, are EIDL loan into the PPP 1% loan or choose to opt out
more daunting than our first four nascent years in of the loan that follows the advance.
business. Some of Ipso Facto’s monthly events are
Unfortunately, I just learned that via the SBA
being re-tooled for Zoom meetings,
Temporary Changes document, that
where possible, while others, like the
EIDL rules have been modified so
wire wrapping jewelry craft classes,
that “proceeds from any advance up
The challenges
are on hold. Until May 22, the store
to $10,000 on the EIDL loan will be
we face now
could only offer pickup and shipping
deducted from the loan forgiveness
options to shoppers. Sales are down
amount on the PPP loan.”
with COVID-19
50%, despite my returning to my
So, in my case, this wipes out any
are more
fashion design roots making and sellbenefit for my business except for the
daunting than
ing over 200 unique cloth face masks.
8 weeks of payroll for my employee,
our first four
I applied April 1 for EIDL
who would have preferred UI benefits
(Economic Injury Disaster Loan) and
for that time period.
nascent years
PPP (Paycheck Protection Program)
Also there is still no SBA link or
in business.
through the SBA when a friend who
form available to decline the EIDL
also owns a small business alerted me
loan as promised.
to those programs. I had to apply for
Alas, I knew the job of a small busiEIDL twice after they added a one time $1K grant ness owner was dangerous when I took it.
per employee, which I obviously wanted to get in
Both PPP and EIDL may offer more benefit to
on. Like many, I plan to decline the EIDL loan and other types of business owners, such as those with
keep the advance grant, which the SBA recom- no employees, low overhead, home-based, or those
mended in one of my many phone calls to them.
who pay more than minimum wage, or have more
For PPP I went through my local commercial staff.
bank, FMB, with which I had a lengthy business
For myself, I qualified for no UI benefits.
relationship. When I hadn’t gotten a response after However, thanks to the newly-minted PUA
some weeks, I also applied through PayPal’s Loan (Pandemic Unemployment Assistance) designed for
Builder, a backup that I did not have to use, but that the self-employed and those in the gig economy, I
I recommend.
began receiving some benefits.
Thank you Redditors for the tip! Interestingly, it
was other business owners, often in the online comTHE SAGA is still not over
munity, who provided the most valuable informaI am not looking forward to the process of getting
tion, not local government or traditional news
forgiveness for my PPP loan in June. It requires prosources.
viding detailed payroll records and documentation
for the non-payroll 25% (spent on rent, in my case.)
GOOD and BAD news
Crossing fingers! I have a great Payroll Service
I got both the SBA PPP loan and the EIDL grant helping me, and am pretty punctilious about record
for Ipso Facto in late April, for which I am extreme- keeping. The rules are still being written, and
ly grateful. I know many business owners are still rewritten as to the qualifications for PPP loan forwaiting.
giveness. I pity the bank workers trying to set up
Sadly PPP was a net loss for my staff. Not only repayment plans and trying to navigate forgiveness
did it require a lot of documentation and a lengthy for their clients. To many of my questions, the reply
wait, but in my case it failed in its very purpose—to is simply “We don’t know.”
benefit workers. A full-time minimum wage
On May 22, California Governor Newsom peremployee returns to work making $300 a week less mitted retail stores and dine-in eateries to reopen in
than Unemployment Insurance (UI) benefits, and those counties with less than an 8% infection rate,
PPP’s 8-week reporting timetable required me to re- which included Orange County at 7.95%.
employ workers during the lockdown, which is
At Ipso Facto, besides disinfecting surfaces and
frankly idiotic for retailers.
air after each customer exits, we require face masks
by Terri Kennedy

Congrats to
Parks Musicians
by Doug Boughter
Even though this year was
at best "weird" my students at
Parks Jr. High School did an
outstanding job, performing,
rehearsing and representing.
Congratulations on winning
the 2020 SupportMusic Merit
Award from The NAMM
Foundation for its outstanding
commitment to music education for the fifth consecutive
year.
Doug Boughter is the
Instrumental Director at
Parks Junior High School in
Fullerton

Ipso Facto owner Terri Kennedy returns to her fashion
design roots by hand-sewing face coverings.
for entry, enforce physical distancing, and quarantine clothing try-ons for 24 hours. This past weekend brought in a few
decent sales, but as things continue to limp along, I wonder
how long will that gentle upward curve take to provide the
sales needed to afford new merchandise, pay rent, utilities,
salaries? What will “normal” look like in the next few
months?
I spoke with a local restaurateur who complained that he
only got word of the Governor’s order on Thursday night,
and missed out reopening for inside dining. They were
required to professionally sanitize the entire restaurant, but
all such services were booked.
I see many eateries (those who haven’t closed permanently) scrambling to adjust their seating, apply for the City’s
outdoor dining permit, and meet other guidelines. It’s a
heart-thumping gamble…spending money, pivoting, and
wondering will they come, and will it be enough?
A FAINT LIGHT IN THE STORM
I recently applied for some private small business relief
grants including the Red Backpack Fund offered by Spanx
of Sara Blakely Foundation at www.philanthropywomen.org
and several grants via www.LISC.org funded by Verizon and
Sam’s Club. I recommend searching the web for other
grants for your business, like my recent discovery,
www.covid19businesscenter.com.
I hope this information can provide other businesses with
the knowledge to consider the net financial impact as to
whether or not to apply for assistance, and what sort would
be of help.
Stay safe friends and see you when the dust settles. Visit
www.ipso-facto.com.
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My COVID-19 Test
at the four State-funded sites that opened
in the County on May 13.
As soon as the press conference
I wanted to find out if it was true that
ended,
I clicked the “Optumserve
anybody could get a COVID-19 test in
Testing
Sites”
link to see if I met the criOrange County. County officials say
teria
to
be
tested.
The link opened with a
anyone can. Yet the criteria for testing
set
of
questions
followed by a set of
on the County health website seems to
forms
to
register
with Logistics Health
discourage
individuals
Incorporated
(LHI.com).
from seeking a test, thus
I
responded
“No” to livpreventing them from
ing
in
a
congregate
living
being included in the
facility,
to
having
sympCounty count of infected
County CEO
toms, to being a healthindividuals.
care worker, first responFrank Kim
There have been relader, and a list of enumerattively few tests for a counadamantly and
ed essential worker catety of 3.2 million people. In
repeatedly stated gories. I responded “Yes”
May there were between
that there is
to “other essential work1,070 and 3,604 tests pertesting available er.” (In mid-March I was
formed per day. As of May
told by my employer that
28, there have been
to anybody
the federal government
112,000 tests (not persons
with or without
deemed my co-workers
tested) in total since the
symptoms.
and me as essential.)
county began testing for
I answered “No” to havCOVID-19.
ing
a chronic health issue,
“The scarcity of (testto
having
been asked by a
ing) supplies is a chalpublic
health
official to
lenge,” according to the
get
a
test,
to
being
in
contact
with
someOrange County Health Care Agency
one
in
the
past
14
days
who
was
con(OCHCA) website occovid19.ochealthfirmed
to
be
positive,
having
traveled
to
info.com.
China,
Iran,
South
Korea,
or
Europe,
“Most of us are already self-quarantining at home and only leave the house and “No” to being pregnant.
I answered, “Yes,” to having health
for essential services,” the website
insurance
and then had to provide the
assumes, and recommends that if you
name
of
my
employer and my health
have symptoms and are an essential
insurance
member
number and group
worker, you should stay home. They do
number.
not advise the symptomatic essential
I completed my personal information
worker be tested and explicitly tell those
and
created an account all before learnwith mild symptoms that they “do not
ing
whether
a test would be available to
need to be tested.”
me.
Fortunately,
there was an opening at
The State requires that the County has
the
nearest
test
site
in Buena Park in the
enough capacity to perform 4,800 tests
next
15
minutes.
I
took
it.
per day. The County claims it can proI
arrived
at
8352
Commonwealth
Ave
vide “in excess of 9,000 per day,” as
and
parked
on
the
street.
There
was
a
attested to the State by County health
security
guard
outside
wearing
his
mask
officer Dr. Nichole Quick.
Despite the OCHCA website discour- below his nose and a person wearing a
aging testing at the 19 test facilities list- mask waiting for a test appointment on
ed on their site, at the May 21 County the lawn under a temporary shade strucpress conference, County CEO Frank ture. Hanging from a series of PVC
Kim adamantly and repeatedly stated pipes anchored by a rock were signs
that there is testing available to anybody informing the public that one must have
with or without symptoms, with or with- a preassigned appointment number to
out insurance or a primary care doctor, get a test and to wait 6-feet apart from
each other.
by Jane Rands

Federal Funding for Small Businesses,
Homelessness Prevention, and Food Program
Fullerton City Council voted at their
May 19 meeting to allocate $819,487 in
federal CARES Act funding (through
the Community Development Block
Grant program) to various City programs aimed at providing relief to businesses and residents impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The three main programs are as follows:
Small Business Loan Program
($500,000)
Working with the Small Business
Development Center (SBDC), the City
will provide low interest loans of up to
$25,000 to small businesses who hire
(or rehire) at least 1 low-income worker.
The first program, with funding of
$250,000, focuses on Micro-Businesses
with 1 to 5 employees. The second loan
program (also with funding of
$250,000) is for businesses with up to
100 employees. Loans will be provided
to Fullerton businesses that have had
one of the following COVID-19-related
impacts: loss of 25% or more in rev-

enue, closure due to nonessential business, or loss of employees. The loan
repayment will be deferred for up to one
year and could be forgiven if the lowincome worker is retained for one year.
If approved, the program would be
ready to launch in early June.
An Application Portal will be placed
on the City’s website starting in June.
Homeless Prevention Through
Rental Assistance ($210,000)
The City has many residents in need
of assistance to avoid homelessness. To
aid in the prevention of homelessness,
the City will work with Pathways of
Hope, under which up to three months
of services will be offered to qualified,
low-income residents. This will include
rent, utility, or food assistance.
A letter submitted to council by Cesar
Covarrubias, executive director of The
Kennedy Commission, a local affordable housing advocacy group, urged
council to allocate the rental assistance
funds “in a way that ensures the program is truly accessible to all residents,

Jane Rands getting a COVID-19 test.
As I waited briefly, 2 others exited and
the lady before me entered. When it was
my turn, I walked through a curtain and
stood outside a propped-open door.
Inside the door were two women behind
plastic sheeting who requested that I
speak loudly through the barrier in
response to their questions to confirm
my identity and whether I had symptoms. I told them I did not. They said
most don’t, but they sit behind a plastic
curtain because there are not enough
N95 masks for them, only for the person
administering the test.
I could see into the doorway of the
testing room. The lady who performs
the testing wore a mask and face shield.
She sprayed the surfaces with a bleach

and water solution and wiped them dry.
The test was quick. It took 10 turns of
a long swab inserted into my nasal passage. She was very careful to be thorough and to minimize my discomfort.
When she was done, she told me I was
very good. But I was not offered a lollypop.
My negative test result was available
for download within 2 days. It included
instructions to wash or sanitize my
hands, cover my mouth when I sneeze
or cough, avoid sharing utensils, towels,
or other items, to stay away from
crowds and 6 feet away from other people, and to clean frequently touched surfaces.

especially the most vulnerable” and for
the City “to find additional funds that
can be used to ensure legal representation is provided to tenants during eviction cases.”

hot meals. An additional $7,000 will go
to Meals on Wheels Orange County to
assist with the additional meals being
served to seniors through the City’s
Senior Center, as well as $7,000 to
Fullerton City Lights (affordable housing community downtown) to assist
with emergency food assistance for their
residents.
Some aspects of the Feed Fullerton
program, from a presentation given at
the May 19 city council meeting.
Program administration costs will be
$10,487.

Feed Fullerton ($85,000)
To ensure seniors or persons of lowincome have adequate nutrition during
this time, the Feed Fullerton program
will work with both the senior and lowincome populations that are currently
not receiving food assistance and will
team with our local residents to deliver

CAPRI SHOES
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Fullerton
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residents about the institutions and other
societal forces which most impact their
lives, so that they may be empowered to
participate in constructive ways to keep
and make these private and public entities
serve all residents in lawful, open, just,
and socially-responsible ways. Through
our extensive local calendar and other
coverage, we seek to promote a sense of
community and an appreciation for the
values of diversity with which our country is so uniquely blessed.
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COMMUNITY OPINIONS

Out of My Mind
by Jon Dobrer © 2020

I Can’t Breathe Times Three

2020

These incidents were not in the heat of
the moment after a chase or a fight with
a violent felon. Garner was surrounded
and not aggressive—acting only to fend
off the hands of the police and not even
with closed fists. Floyd was on the
ground handcuffed. These black men
and men in blue stand in for a far larger
group of abused and abusers.
How do white mass shooters like
Dylan Roof, who killed nine African
Americans in prayer, and James Holmes,
who killed 12 people in a Colorado
movie theater, get taken alive while
black men are choked, shocked and
killed for infractions and not felonies?
Many immigrants came to this country
and passed by the Statue of Liberty
where their dreams and desires were
beautifully captured in Emma Lazarus’
words saying that they were, “Yearning
to Breathe Free.” We citizens, both natural born and immigrants, have the right
to breathe free—free of choking air, free
of choking diseases, and free of choking
authority.

“I can’t breathe” are the words that breathing first difficult and then, for
characterize our tragic state of affairs. some, impossible. And despite our best
George Floyd and Eric Garner pled with efforts, over 60% of patients put on venpolice officers to let them breathe and in tilators do not survive to extubation. “I
both cases were killed, murdered under can’t breathe” is often the final diagnoscover of authority. This phrase also tic criterion before hospitalizing a
applies to many victims of COVID-19 patient and then intubating.
on their way to the hospital, intubation,
In America alone, more than 100,000
and all too often a lonely and isolated human beings have died in three
death. And again, this applies to the air months. What will the next three months
we see, smell, and taste, that poisons us yield in souls surrendered? The answer,
and our environment.
and it’s not hopeful, depends more on us
We live (and die) in a world that can than scientific breakthroughs. If we conliterally take our breath
tinue to politicize masks as
away—without any due
“Freedom” versus “Political
process. We all know that
correctness and fear,” we
breath is not simply central
will be lost, and not even a
In America
to life but is, both literally
vaccine will give us herd
and metaphorically, the
immunity. A poll done this
alone, more
spiritual and physical cenweek indicated that 49% of
than 100,000
ter of life.
Americans say that they
human beings
Thank you Sharon for all your years at
Breath is life. We take in
would resist or refuse a
have died in
breath and are inspired. At
COVID-19 vaccine. And the Fullerton Observer. I do not think I
the end, with our final
these “Refuseniks” do not have missed an issue. Your leadership
three months.
breath, we expire.
break down along the usual has been outstanding. Best to you in
We need air to live and
Liberal versus Conservative your retirement. I will miss you.
air has gotten fouler and
fault line. Many hip and
Mary Collier
more polluted. Children,
educated upper middle class
mostly poor, living near
liberals are anti-vaxxers.
freeways have more asthma and other Class, education, socio-economic standThank you for all you've done for our
respiratory diseases than those in the ing, and even intelligence have little
North Orange County neighborhood for
more isolated suburbs. We once poured relationship to the all-too-uncommon
so many years. You and your dad and
smoke into the air from factory chim- “common sense.”
your many helpers have given us all a
neys. We proudly took it to mean
Watch people gather together in pools,
multitude of precious gifts. Gifts not to
progress, industrialization and wealth— in bars, and on beaches. Regard how
keep but to pass on and share. We are all
wealth for some but choking for others. after 6 weeks, we got stir-crazy and
the richer for it.
The great London fogs turned deadly in started to emerge from our hiding places
three periods and were three times elim- like grunion from the sand, and frantiGratefully,
inated by the banning of coal stoves. Yet cally scurrying towards the ocean. Many
Jim Armstrong
some still pursue the unicorn of “clean do not survive. I can only hope that our
coal.” Even in rural America, the stench beach-loving, bar-hopping, and partyfrom factory farms, fertilizer, feedlots, going fellow citizens fare better.
and fecal-filled ponds near pig farms
People without jobs and deep
harms and affronts our health, our phys- resources make poor customers, and it is
ical senses, and our moral sensibilities. also true that people without breath are
We live in a world where we are some- also poor customers. Breathing is usualtimes afraid to breathe—afraid of taking ly a prerequisite for getting a job, a
While other papers charge quite a bit
in, not inspiration but, pollution.
salary, and a credit card. We can’t truly to publish obituaries, you offer this
We also live and die with respiratory separate the pandemic from the econo- kindness as a community service.
infections. Some are bacterial, like my.
Therefore, I submit this check as a thank
many pneumonias, and some are viral
Finally, there is the plaintive and des- you. Loren and I have treasured our sublike MERS, SARS, and COVID-19—all perate, “I can’t breathe” from Eric scription. The Fullerton Observer prodiseases that take our breath and can Garner and George Floyd—literally vides news and insights not to be found
take our lives. COVID-19, on its way to their last words as breath and life were anywhere else. Your young writers are
our lungs, sometimes pauses to inflame choked out of them. Where was the special, your experienced writers are
our circulatory system and attack our humanity of the officers? Whether they accomplished and interesting.
hearts, livers, and kidneys before leav- felt in danger or were angry, where was
ing a unique pneumonia in our lungs their professionalism? Where was their
With gratitude,
that looks like ground glass and makes training? Where was their humanity?
Greta Nagel
Fullerton

Thank You, Sharon

Re: (Charles) Loren
Doll (1942-2020)

ED: So sorry for the loss of your husband and thank you for your message
and generous donation to the paper.

Spend Your
Stimulus Checks
The checks and deposits the government is sending to individuals and families is not intended for savings accounts.
Its purpose is to help those in need and
to stimulate our sagging economy. So if
you are financially stable, put this
money where it was intended—in the
hands of those who need it. This could
be your family members, religious institutions, or other charities.

Created & Published in Fullerton
by local volunteers since 1978
Published by Fullerton Observer LLC

The Mid June 2020 issue will
hit the stands on June 15.
SUBMISSION & AD
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On May 30 in downtown Fullerton, citizens protested the murder of African
American George Floyd by Minneapolis police. Photo by Jane Rands.

Denny Bean
Fullerton
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COMMUNITY OPINIONS

YOUR VOICE – YOUR VOTE

COVID-19 Effect on Fullerton Alano Center

color who devoted their lives to the fight
for enfranchisement.
The right to vote: the cornerstone of
2. Voting determines our country’s
our democracy. People have given their future; laws will be passed, initiatives
lives so that we may have this cherished will be carried out, relationships with
right, so that we may have our voices allies will be strengthened or weakened.
heard.
The world looks to the United States for
And yet, so many people inexplicably leadership. We must consider not only
squander this opportunity – an opportu- the domestic effects of our elections, but
nity that others are still fighting for the international consequences as well.
today.
3. We vote for the government we
It is 2020, and voting has never been want. And if we do not vote, the result is
more crucial to the future of America as a government that does not accurately
it is now. Whoever is elected president represent the people. Put simply, voting
in November has the power to signifi- is more than just a right, it is a civic
cantly impact our lives for years to imperative.
come, including the
According to the Pew
potential to shape the
Research Center, the
Supreme Court (for betUnited States—with 55.7
Abraham Lincoln percent voter turnout of
ter or worse), to fight climate change (or not), and
citizens 18 years or
expressed his
to defend (or diminish)
older—falls far behind
sincere hope for
human rights. Your life –
other developed counthe future of
everyone’s lives – will be
tries like Belgium and
America: that,
affected.
America’s
Sweden, both with voter
standing as a global
turnout rates above 80%.
“Government
leader, a shining beacon
And, in countries like
of the people,
of democracy, and a
Australia and Uruguay,
by the people,
respected member of the
where voting is mandatofor the people,
international community,
ry, ABC News reports
is at stake. This is not the
voter turnout rates are
shall not perish
time for apathy.
even higher: well above
from the earth.”
No matter who sits in
90%.
the Oval Office come
What is going on in the
January, you simply canUnited States?
not complain about the
For a country built on
outcome if you did not participate in the the foundation of “no taxation without
process. Your candidate may or may not representation,” we seem to be underwin, but your voice matters.
mining our own power. The right to vote
In his historic and compelling IS our power.
Gettysburg Address, Abraham Lincoln
If you are not 18 yet but will be on or
expressed his sincere hope for the future before November 3, 2020, you can preof America: that, “Government of the register to vote in some states, such as
people, by the people, for the people, California. Here is the link:
shall not perish from the earth.” The www.sos.ca.gov/elections/pre-registeronly way we can fulfill Lincoln’s vision 16-vote-18/.
of a representative government is to
No one can afford to stay home on
vote.
Election Day; the stakes are too high.
The importance of voting is threefold: Make your views known.
1. Voting is a fundamental right for all.
Vote.
Long gone are the days where voting is
restricted to white males who own propGrace Funk is a current high school
erty. Any U.S. citizen who turns 18 on or
junior living in Fullerton. She attends
before Election Day can vote. We must
Orange Lutheran High School, where
exercise the right that so many fought
she is the Editor-in-Chief of her
for, including the women and people of
school's publication, The OLu MUSE
by Grace Funk

More on Voting
Amid the pandemic a lot of other
important things get lost in the shuffle.
One category keeping our attention,
though, is voting, this being 2020, a
presidential election year.
As an independent voter, I search regularly for ideas that can moderate the
warfare between the two parties that
consumes time, energy, and money
without yielding much real governance.
A book entitled Unrigged: How
Americans are Battling Back to Save
Democracy, by David Daley, offers
some powerful ideas from people we
never heard of making changes even the
“warriors” vote for!
He tells about citizen initiatives to
open up voting rights in a number of
states. Many of them appeal across the
political spectrum, often garnering support for a pivotal change, but for vastly
different reasons. That elusive common
ground. That really gets my attention
and I am hoping it will get yours, too.
I belong to Politics for the People
Book Club. We are reading Daley’s
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book. I invite you to read it, too. Maybe
you will share my take on it, maybe not.
Still, you will meet Americans who care
about this country and are working hard
and smart to do something about it.
In fact, you don’t even have to read it
right now. You can learn what it’s about
by following the link below and reading
what is posted there. I still urge you read
it, though.
Here’s the link. It may take a few seconds to load: politics4thepeople.com.
Full disclosure: I wrote some of the
review material on the site. So, no, I am
not a neutral party. Most of you know
better than to expect that. To be clear: I
have never read a book I agree with
completely, including this one. That’s
not the point. The real question is, can
these stories offer some useful ideas for
actually doing democracy better?
I think we can do better and the people
Daley introduces to us are showing how.
Al Bell

by Lynn Chidester
Most people know by now that substance abuse is a huge issue for all communities, including ours. Large amounts
of federal, state, and county funding are
used to battle the disease of addiction.
Just glancing at the minutes of the latest
OC Board of Supervisors meeting gives
an idea of the funding going to recovery
homes and detox facilities.
And then there is us, Fullerton Alano
Center. We have been in Fullerton helping people to recover and find a new
way to live since 1974. Not a lot is said
about our organization, yet many people
have found sobriety, hope, and a new
beginning by attending meetings at our
club. Not a lot is said because we are
anonymous. We don't ask for any outside donations or funding. We have been
completely self-supporting since opening the doors at 705 Harbor Blvd in
1974. Now we are located at 530 W.
Commonwealth. In all the years we have
been open we have never been able to
buy our building.
Most Alano Clubs in other cities (we
are not affiliated) have been "gifted"
their buildings over the years. We started out at the Harbor location by members pitching in $20 each, some a little
more, some a little less. Our attendance
has grown over the years as 12-step programs became inclusive of drug addiction as well as alcohol, and courts started ordering "self help" attendance as
part of sentencing, and recovery homes
and programs now bring their paid
clients to meetings at our club as part of
their program offerings. Twelve-step
meetings charge nothing for attendance
but do pass a basket asking for donations. The club rents meeting space for
the price of $1 per person. We also provide a social environment for people to
meet with their sponsors and friends in
sobriety. The cost for club membership

is only $10 per month or $100 per year.
Fifty meetings per week are held at the
club.
Our place isn't fancy but it's clean and
functional. You could drive by and not
even realize how full of miracles this
place is. We don't have much financially
but our bills are paid on time. We have
rented the 530 W. Commonwealth location for 12 years. We have been able to
operate on our conservative model for
many years without asking for outside
help until COVID-19.
The problem is now space. Our place
will not be large or open enough to hold
meetings with social distancing. Our
landlord did not renew our lease 2 years
ago so we have been paying rent monthto-month. We closed mid-March and
have paid rent through May. Our landlord has been informed that we will not
be able to stay. The problem is not just
financial (that's a problem too) but also
that limiting meetings will mean turning
people away. Do the meetings have to
make a decision to turn away the newcomers, the regular attendees, or the
court cards?
I am hoping that the word will get out
that we need alternate space for our displaced meetings while we close and wait
to get through the pandemic and then
reopen at a new location. Even outdoor
areas or a large warehouse would work.
We, of course, know that meeting now is
out of the question and we don't yet
know what limits will be placed on
group gatherings even with distancing.
This could be premature until we know
more.
Our closure will have an impact on
our community.
Lynn Chidester
Furloughed Manager
Fullerton Alano Club/Center
714-992-0988
cell 714-585-0515

Re: Hiking During the Pandemic
As a person of (ahem) advanced age
who is following all of the shelter-inplace guidelines, I could not disagree
more with Fullerton College student
Victoria Ferreyra’s letter to the editor.
One of the things I am most grateful for
at this time is Emerson Little’s column
and, especially his videos.
As I sit inside, watching the news
describe our president’s most recent display of idiocy (Injecting disinfectant?
Really?), it is calming, relaxing and
refreshing to watch Mr. Little’s videos
of life outdoors in Fullerton.
I cannot be there myself, but I enjoy it
vicariously through Mr. Little’s videos.

I might also point out to Ms. Ferreyra
that at the time Mr. Little posted his
“Hidden Lake” video, I believe the hiking trails were open not only in
Fullerton but also in Los Angeles, the
very first place to shut trails down. Full
shelter-in-place directives were not
ordered yet.
I was even still going out to the post
office, whereas now I don’t leave my
house and am mailing this letter by
clothes-pinning it to my mailbox.
In short, keep it up, Emerson. You’re
doing a great job!
Jack Bardo
Fullerton

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the community. The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions
are those of the writer. We must verify your identity, but we allow initials only and town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in print if a
reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. Opinions sent
to us without name, address and phone number will not be printed. Due
to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of getting in. Please
add your contact information so we can verify. Thanks!
contact@fullertonobserver.com

or mail to: Fullerton Observer,
PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834
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BRADLEY ALLEN WOODHULL
Mr. Bradley Allen Woodhull passed
away peacefully on May 16, 2020 in
Anaheim, CA. He is survived by his
wife of 72 years, Patricia. Mr. Woodhull
is also survived by three daughters
(Leslie, Marcia, and Claire) as well as
eight grandchildren and fourteen greatgrandchildren. Bradley was born on
August 14, 1922 in Elmira, NY to Nina
and Fred Woodhull, Jr. He was a graduate of Purdue University of West
Lafayette, Indiana with a BS in
Mechanical Engineering. A WWII veteran of the US Army 335th Regiment,
84th Infantry Division, having served in
the Battle of the Bulge, he was wounded
and received the Bronze Star Medal and

the Purple Heart Medal. He was also
awarded the Combat Infantry Badge. A
long-time resident of Fullerton for the
last 53 years, Mr. Woodhull enjoyed
being a member of the Kiwanis Club
and Elks Club, as well as serving for
various other charitable organizations.
He was an avid bridge player for many
years and a very talented musician. He
was a wonderful husband, father and
grandfather, and will be greatly missed
by all who knew him.
Mc Aulay and Wallace Funeral Home,
Fullerton, will handle the funeral
arrangements. A Memorial Service will
be announced at a later date.

MEMORIAL DAY

John James Fedel Sr.
John James Fedel Sr. was born in
Chicago, IL on October 2, 1928 to
Charles and Emily Fedel. John grew up
in the Bridgeport neighborhood of
Chicago and graduated from Mt Carmel
High in 1947. He received his BS at the
University of Illinois Champaign, IL
and an MBA from DePaul University
Chicago, IL.
While working at the Railroad
Retirement Board he met the love of his
life, Martha (Marty) Lind. They were
married on Washington Island, WI
August 30, 1954. They celebrated their
65th wedding anniversary in 2019.
John was a proud veteran of the
Korean War during 1951 and 1952. He
served in the 38th Infantry Regiment,
2nd Infantry Division. On October 9,
1951, John distinguished himself by
heroic achievement during the battle of
“Heartbreak Ridge” near Sanggonbae,
Korea. For this he received the Bronze
Star Medal with V for Valor.
John moved the family to Fullerton in
January of 1971 after accepting a position at Hunt-Wesson Foods, from which
he retired in December 1994 as Director
of Marketing.
John was an active member of the
Evangelical Free Church of Fullerton
for 45 years. He and his wife were avid
4 wheelers and as members of the OC
Blazer Club they enjoyed camping and
traveling the desert. He was well travelled throughout the US, and visited 65

Ed Paul, AVMA coordinator at podium with Tom Thompson.

other countries over 6 continents.
John is survived by his three children
and their spouses. Vicki (Fedel) and
John McMurray, John Jr and Leonie
Fedel, Tim Fedel, and two grandchildren
Matthew and Christopher McMurray.
No chapel visitation, graveside service
will be held at Riverside National
Cemetery 22495 Van Buren Boulevard,
Riverside, CA 92518. In lieu of flowers,
please make a donation to the American
Cancer Society donate3.cancer.org or
Alzheimer's Association of America
alzfdn.org. Due to COVID-19 the service date is still to be determined. Please
check back for updates.

by Ed Paul
The coronavirus reduced the annual
Memorial Day ceremony at Loma Vista
Memorial Park to 15 minutes rather than
one hour and attendees to about 10
rather than 1,500-2,000. However, the
American
Veterans
Memorial
Association (AVMA) and co-sponsors,
Loma Vista Memorial Park and the city
of Fullerton were able to have a brief
ceremony.
The tradition started by the Chapman
family in 1939 continued, honoring veterans interred at Loma Vista Memorial
Park by placing a flag and cross/Star of
David on each grave. Instead of doing
all 4,300 veterans’ graves, usually
involving 350 volunteers, this year a
flag representing each service branch;
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and
Coast Guard and cross or Star of David
were placed near the flagpole.
Beginning Saturday morning, Loma
Vista made flags available at the cemetery entrance to all who visited.
Between 500-600 families used this

opportunity over the weekend to honor
their loved ones.
At the brief ceremony on Monday, Ed
Paul, AVMA Coordinator, recognized C.
Stanley Chapman, Les Clever and Buck
Catlin for leading the program for 70
years; 1939-2008. He also recognized
some key veterans lost in 2019, Charles
Pecoraro, Kendall Neisess and Don
Bankhead. All three had been actively
involved for many years, either on the
program and/or supporting behind the
scenes. Other AVMA members participating were Marilyn Harris, Jeff Harris,
Allen Stubblefield, Tom Thompson,
Miles Kaspar and Mike Box.
Representing the Fullerton Fire and
Police Departments were Battalion
Chief Mark Terrill and Officer Max Raj.
In addition to the opening and closing
prayers, the program included the
Pledge of Allegiance, National Anthem,
presentation of the POW/MIA Rose,
Five Service Song Medley, and Taps and
Echo. Please visit the AVMA website at
www.avmafullerton.org to see photos
and videos of this and prior ceremonies.
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020
ANSWER
KEY
TO PUZZLE
“DAILY REMINDER”
on page 7:

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since 2014.

Police temporarily shut down part of Commonwealth during the protest.

Statement from Police Chief
Robert Dunn on the May 30 Protest
“Many have seen the disturbing video of the officers involved in the death of Mr.
Floyd. As Chief, I was as shocked as I know many in our community were. His
death was wrong and many of my colleagues have similarly condemned that action.
The Fullerton Police Department values our relationship with the community which
has been built upon public trust, community responsiveness, and mutual respect.
That respect includes the rights of people to exercise their constitutional right to
protest. However, when protestors, mostly from outside Fullerton, deliberately disobey the law and commit acts that endanger our community, we have a duty to intercede. The officers of the Fullerton Police Department and our partner agencies professionally performed their duty today. As Chief, that is my expectation and it is
what we strive to do each and every day.”

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call (714) 525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $15 for 50 words or less
per issue. Payment is by check only. The Observer assumes no liability for
ads placed here. However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a
service, please let us know at (714) 525-6402. Call City Hall at (714) 7386531 to inquire about business licenses. For contractor license verification go
to the California State Contractor License Board website at
www.cslb.ca.gov.

WANT TO BUY

NEED HELP

Wanted: TECH BOOKS

Need a person to iron clothes
at her/his home or our home.
Call BIPIN
(657) 500- 8366

Engineering, physics, mathematics,
electronics, aeronautics, welding, woodworking, HVAC, metalworking and
other types of technical books purchased. Large Collections (25+ books)
Preferred. Please call Deborah
(714) 528-8297

HOME REPAIR

Stolen Airplane Goes off Runway
Officers from the Fullerton Police
Department responded to a call from the
Fullerton Airport to investigate an aircraft that ran off the runway on May 20.
The single engine aircraft struck a fence
on the west side of the airport. The collision by the plane caused a hole in the
fence and minor damage to the plane.
Fortunately, there were no injuries.
When officers arrived on scene they
made contact with Christian Estoque of
Covina who identified himself as piloting the airplane. While speaking with
Estoque, officers noticed inconsistencies in his statement. Notably, officers
discovered that Estoque did not possess
a pilot's license. Upon further investiga-

tion officers discovered that the Cessna
172 piloted by Estoque was stolen from
the Chino Airport. Estoque was placed
under arrest and charged with Grand
Theft and theft of an aircraft. The
Federal
Aviation
Administration
responded and is conducting an investigation. This investigation is on-going.
Anyone with information regarding
this incident is encouraged to contact
Sergeant Clyde at (714) 738-6720 or
bclyde@fullertonpd.org. Those wishing
to provide information anonymously
can contact Orange County Crime
Stoppers at 855-TIP-OCCS, or by visiting their website at www.occrimestoppers.org.

LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Patio Covers, Fences, Gates
CSLB #744432.
Free estimates (714) 272-8702

ROOM FOR RENT
Small room for rent in Anaheim
Senior Mobile Home Park.
Prefer female. Please call
(714) 992-8012 or
(714) 395-1341 (cell)
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