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Fullerton Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald
has announced the formation of The
California Mayor Coalition (CMC),
www.californiamayorscoalition.org,
formed to advocate for federal money to
help cities in our state caught short economically by the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. Mayor Fitzgerald spoke
about organizing the new group during
her virtual town hall on the morning of
May 7. The mayors of 22 of Orange
County’s 34 cities are members.
According to its website, “The
California Mayors Coalition has been
assembled so that we may work together
and speak with one voice, urging the
State and Federal government to assist
cities with our continuation of essential
services.” Mayors representing more
than forty cities across California, from
as far north as Novato in Marin County
to Solano Beach in San Diego County,
are part of the coalition. Most of the
cities are located in southern California,
including several from L.A. County, and
at least 7 from San Bernardino and
Riverside Counties.
Continued on page 5

Laguna Road Elementary PTA Organized a Car Parade for Teacher Appreciation Week.
Photo by Mehul Desai. To see a full sideshow visit www.fullertonobserver.com.

In Preparing the Budget,
City Faces Hard Choices
by Jesse La Tour
Fullerton’s City Treasurer gave a
financial budget review report for fiscal
year (FY) 2020-21 at the May 5
Fullerton City Council meeting, as the
City prepares to create its new budget in
the midst of revenue reductions caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic.
According to the Treasurer, the
COVID-19 crisis has had, and will continue to have, “a negative impact on the
economy, and has severely affected the
City’s operations, economic revenue
base, and overall budget.” These losses
come largely from decreased revenues
in sales tax, hotel tax, and city fees.
The City’s preliminary FY 2020-21

proposed General Fund budget will total
$106 million in expenditures and will be
supported by a revenue budget of $97
million, with a projected operating
deficit of $9 million.
In response to this revenue loss, the
City laid off the majority (153 people)
of its part-time employees in April.
Additionally, full-time city executive
positions have agreed to a salary reduction of 10% for the next fiscal year.
Though the Library remains closed,
upon reopening, its operating hours are
scheduled to be reduced from 61 hours
to 34 hours, in order to save the City
money.
Continued on page 9

POLICE-INVOLVED SHOOTING
UNDER INVESTIGATION
by Matthew Leslie
A man was shot to death at or near the
corner of Commonwealth Ave. and
Lillie Ave. by Fullerton police on the
evening of Sunday, May 3. The man,
said to have been armed with a knife,
was shot by one or more police officers
after reportedly ignoring commands to
drop the knife while advancing on foot
toward other officers at the scene.
According to a press release issued by
the FPD the following day, an officer on
his way to an “unrelated call for service”
at approximately 9:27 p.m. noticed two
males arguing near a pickup truck, one
armed with a stick, the other with a
knife. The officer “contacted both
males” and requested backup from other
officers. The press release states that the
male armed with the stick dropped it and

“began walking away,” and that he was
“contacted by the other officers and
detained,” but it is not clear from the
press release at what point the backup
officers arrived, or how many were at
the scene during the incident.
In a video posted on the YouTube
account of OC Hawk, FPD Public
Information Officer Lt. Jon Radus
described the stick as a “broomstick.”
The press release goes on to describe
how officers repeatedly commanded the
second man to drop his knife and
“deployed” a “less-than-lethal” shotgun
round at him. The man turned and
advanced toward the officers who were
detaining the other male. Despite repeated commands to stop and to drop the
knife, he “neared the Officers.”
Continued on page 19
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Virtual Town
Hall with Rep.
Gil Cisneros
by Jesse La Tour
U.S. Representative Gil Cisneros
(CA-39) held a virtual town hall via
Zoom video conferencing for residents
of Fullerton on May 7. This was part of
a series of city-specific town halls he
will be holding in the coming weeks.
Most of the hour-long event was
devoted to answering constituents’ questions, mainly related to the COVID-19
crisis and the federal government’s
response. So far, Congress has passed
four bipartisan coronavirus relief bills,
and they are currently working on a
fifth. He stressed that we must “continue
to provide more funding for testing.”
Here are some of the questions and
Rep. Cisneros’s responses (edited for
length and clarity).
Q: I’ve been really frustrated with the
Orange County Board of Supervisors
focusing on opening beaches when this
county needs to focus on testing. I read
in the Register that Orange County has
only done 43,000 tests (out of a population of 3.1 million). How can we get
more tests in this county?
I feel your frustration. This is something we’ve been pushing back on
Orange County about—they need to
expand testing. Congress allocated $25
billion in our last package to increase
testing throughout the country. LA, San
Diego, and San Bernadino counties have
been doing a better job of testing. We
need to keep putting the pressure on the
County. We want to make sure that
everybody who needs a test is going to
be able to have access to a test, and we
passed legislation so that nobody should
have to pay for one. We haven’t even
gotten close to our testing capacity here
in Orange County and I will continue to
advocate for that.
Q: When our children were put out of
school, most of us were also furloughed. My children have childcare
because I am home with them, but now
that my employer has been approved
for the Payroll Protection Plan, I’ll be
going back to work, but then my children don’t have childcare. Any
thoughts on this?
Childcare is something we need to
keep advocating for. We sent out a letter
just recently saying that we need to help
fund childcare programs. It’s an issue
that I know many families are struggling
with…As more resources become available we’ll make you aware of them, and
how you can handle this problem with
your children.
In California’s “Phase 2” of reopening, Governor Newsom indicated that
childcare facilities need to increase
capacity in conjunction with reopening
businesses.
Q: The city of Fullerton recently laid
off 153 part-time employees due to
budget shortfalls from COVID-19. The
last iteration of the CARES Act only
included direct relief for cities with
populations over 500,000 (Fullerton is
around 143,000). Are you advocating
in further relief packages for more
funding for cities?
The package Congress is working on
right now includes direct funding to
cities. For cities that don’t qualify for
direct funding, they are including in the
legislation the requirement that counties
have to pass money down to the cities.
I have had numerous conversations

Residents of the 39th Congressional District Participated in the Virtual Town Hall.
with mayors and city managers about
this issue. I’ve also spoken with congressional colleagues like Pete Aguilar
(CA-31), vice chair of the House
Appropriations Committee, and House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi about the need for
more funding for cities in the next relief
package.
Congress needs to help cities replace
lost income from reductions in property
and sales taxes.
Our cities in the 39th district are
spending anywhere from 65-70% of
their budget on public safety—funding
for police and fire departments. We
don’t want them to have to cut those
services.
Q: Big news is flying around about
the United States Postal Service
(USPS) perhaps going down, maybe
needing a bailout. I run an internet ecommerce company, and it would be
completely destructive to my business
to lose the USPS. I heard the president
say that postal rates could increase by 3
to 4 times, which would destroy thousands of businesses, including mine.
What is happening in Congress to protect the Postal Service?
The Post Office is an organization
that we need to make sure continues to
exist. The House of Representatives has
been trying to make sure that there is
funding for the Post Office to help it
through this crisis. The Post Office operates like any other business—without
subsidy from the federal government—
but right now it’s struggling just like
many businesses are struggling, and it
needs help and support. Unfortunately,
the Senate and the Trump administration
have not been so supportive. I fully support the Post Office. To lose it would be
devastating and would add so many people to the unemployment rolls, when we
have millions applying for unemployment right now. So, I will continue to
advocate for the Post Office and make
sure that it gets the funding so that it can
survive.
Q: I lost both my jobs because of this,
and my son got deployed so he’s not
here to help me pay my rent. I haven’t
got my stimulus check yet. Is that the
only stimulus check that’s coming, or
are we getting another one if this
extends into the later part of the year?
Right now that is the only individual
stimulus check that has been planned,
however, unemployment insurance has
been expanded. If you haven’t received
your stimulus check, some are still being
mailed out. You can track the status of
your stimulus check at www.irs.gov.
Q: Schools are about to experience
major cuts to their budgets. I’m wondering how you’ll be able to support
education in the next relief package.

Congress has provided $13.5 billion
to education in previous relief packages,
but more is going to need to be done.
Governor Newsom recently mentioned
a nearly $3 billion shortfall for public
education in the next quarter, with revenue from sales and property tax going
down. There is going to be a hit. This is
another area where Congress is going to
have to provide relief to support education.
Q: Do we have a plan in place for
compensation for loss of doctors and
medical workers? It takes many years
to train these people. Do we have some
kind of plan to expediently have more
doctors available?
Even before the pandemic hit, the
United States was facing a shortage of
doctors and nurses, largely due to the
high cost of medical school. We need to
do a better job of funding medical and
nursing school. There are a lot of people
who dream of going to medical school,
but then they look at that price tag of
hundreds of thousands of dollars and
decide to do something else. The government should make grants and incentives available for people who want to
study medicine.
Q: I am a supporter of the No Labels
movement and the Problem-Solver’s
Caucus (with both Democrat and
Republican lawmakers). I wonder if
you are finding more interest in bipartisanship to get things done.
The Problem-Solvers is a great caucus
made up of both Democrats and
Republicans who come together to find
issues they can work together on. They
are doing a lot of great work. I believe in
bipartisan work, and I’ve been doing
bipartisan work. Over 60% of the bills
that I’ve co-sponsored have been bipartisan bills.
Q: Does St. Jude Medical Center (in
Fullerton) have Remdesivir and/or
Hydroxychloroquine in stock and are
they administering those types of drugs
to patients?

I don’t have a count of which prescriptions St. Jude has, but that is a drug
that’s typically been used to treat those
with rheumatoid arthritis and lupus [also
malaria]. While the President has suggested its usage, from the research that’s
been done, it really hasn’t had that positive of results.
This drug is actually needed for those
who suffer from lupus (like his motherin-law) and other diseases, and these
patients have had some difficulty in
obtaining it due to the rise in demand
because so many people were trying to
get their hands on it because they
thought it was going to be the miracle
cure. Unfortunately, the science and the
research haven’t shown that. The
National Institutes of Health (NIH), the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), and
the Department of Defense are conducting research to find both a vaccine and
effective treatments.
We’re finding new things about the
virus every day. Right now they’ve discovered that there are two different
strands—one that came in through Asia,
and one that had gone through Europe.
Hopefully sooner than later we’ll have
both a vaccine and a treatment.
Census Reminder
Rep. Cisneros concluded by reminding everyone to take the time to fill out
their census form if they haven’t yet.
The deadline has been extended due to
the COVID-19 crisis. To learn move
visit www.census.gov.
“It’s very important that we get every
person in our district counted,” he said.
“We use this data to figure out how federal dollars will be spent—how we’re
going to fund education, public safety,
etc. It only takes about 10 minutes to fill
out.”
Those who have further questions
may contact Rep. Cisneros’ office at
(714)
459-4575
or
visit
cisneros.house.gov.
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Orange County Healthcare
Agency Update by Matthew Leslie
The OC’s Healthcare Agency
(OCHCA) continues to cite a shortage
of supplies needed for more testing.
According to Orange County’s new “Testing for COVID-19 remains a high
Health Care Agency Director, Dr. priority for the county of Orange and
Clayton Chau, Orange County is experi- provides critical information to inform
encing a slight uptick in numbers of response efforts. The scarcity of supCOVID-19 infectious cases. Each day, plies, however, is a challenge as the
the County’s Health Care Agency’s demand for testing is high throughout
website (occovid19.ochealthinfo.com) the Country,” reads its website. Testing
updates the numbers of infections, is seen not only as a way to identify and
deaths, and hospitalizations broken treat those suffering from the virus, but
down by ICU cases, as well as the also as crucial to tracking its progress.
cumulative counts for each statistic, and Responding to the Congressional letter
other figures related to the ongoing pan- two days later, Michelle Steel insisted
demic.
that OC does not have a testing shortOn May 14, during the County HCA’s age, and that the County has the capaciweekly live-streamed update, Dr. Chau ty to conduct 9,000 tests per day. The
attributed the rise in
California Department
infections not to
of Public Health
increased testing, but
issued new guidelines
to infections and hosthe prior week that
Orange County
pitalizations of congreexpand testing into
gate
populations,
new categories, under
lags behind
namely those in skilled
which counties are
the much less
nursing facilities and
permitted to test more,
populous Riverside
jails, both sites of
she said, leading the
and nearly
alarming spread of the
County to begin testvirus.
ing asymptomatic peoequally populous
During the same
ple in the highest risk
San Diego County
May 14 briefing,
categories, including
in its overall
Board of Supervisors
frontline health worktests performed.
Chair Michelle Steel
ers and first responannounced 229 new
ders.
cases, a sharp increase
OCHCA has also
from 156 new cases
been testing more staff
the previous day, and
and residents of senior
the first day to top 200 since the County housing facilities in recent days, and all
began reporting in March. In all, over jail staff are reported to have been test4,000 people in the County are known to ed. The State, which licenses senior
have been infected. More than 80 have housing facilities, does not currently
died from it, although no new deaths require staff to be tested, although
were reported that day. Rates of hospi- County health officials insist that they
talization have steadily risen standing are strongly encouraging management
currently at just below 250, with fewer to avail themselves of testing opportunithan half in ICUs. Recovery rates are ties. According to Dr. Chau, the County
still not being reported.
is partnering with the CDPH to establish
Latinos account for just under 35% of new testing centers in Buena Park,
OC’s population, but represent an out- Orange, Santa Ana, and San Juan
sized 52% of known infections.
Capistrano. The County expects to
The cumulative number of infected increase its testing by 2,640 per week.
residents of Fullerton is over 150. The
Since the pandemic began, over
number has typically increased by a few 66,000 COVID-19 tests have been
each day. Neither deaths nor hospitaliza- administered in the county. Currently
tions are reported by city. Board Chair 6.3% of the tests are positive for the
Steel emphasizes that Orange County’s virus. Steel predicted that the rate would
infection rate is low compared to neigh- slowly decrease over time as more testboring counties, at 116 infections per ing occurs. “A decreasing positive test
100,000 residents, compared to L.A. percentage is a good sign,” Steel said,
County’s 320/100,000, Riverside with although Dr. Chau acknowledged that
215/100,000, and San Diego’s testing more asymptomatic people
154/100,000. Death rates in Orange would be expected to show a lower posCounty are similarly lower compared to itive rate, leaving open the question of
other counties in the region, at whether the rate of infections was on the
2.5/100,000 compared to 15/100,000 in decrease or the lower positive rate toutL.A., over 9 in Riverside, and more than ed by Steel is simply a statistical result
5/100,000 in San Diego.
of testing a larger number of residents
who don’t exhibit symptoms, and might
Testing for COVOID-19 in OC
be less likely to have the virus. Chau did
note, however, that the “vast majority”
Orange County lags behind the much
of people with symptoms either have a
less populous Riverside and nearly
flu, cold, or some other non-COVID
equally populous San Diego County in
condition.
its overall tests performed. Alarmed by
the disparity, OC’s congressional deleFinancial Toll of the Pandemic
gation has collectively expressed concerns about OC’s low testing rate. A
The pandemic’s financial toll continMay 13 letter addressed to Dr. Chau and ues to cascade downward from State to
signed by seven members of the U.S. county level. Governor Gavin Newsom
Congress whose districts are in Orange released a revised budget estimate on
County wrote that “a significant portion May 14 that reflects a deficit of $54
of individuals with COVID-19 are million, reflecting lost tax revenues
asymptomatic, especially critical to caused by mandated closures. Newsom,
quickly identify and contain small out- along with all of OC’s Supervisors and
breaks and strengthen public confidence Mayors, is asking the U.S. Congress to
as the state gradually relaxes its Stay-at- include direct funding of cities in its curhome order.”
rent federal relief legislation. That same
Orange County
COVID-19 Statistics

day President Donald Trump characterized the Pelosi-backed HEROES Act,
which many OC mayors are counting on
to help bail out their cities, as “Dead on
arrival.”
The steep reversal of the State’s
financial condition, expected to wipe out
its $21 billion reserve fund, will be felt
in counties across California. County
CEO Frank Kim anticipated a struggle
to meet even basic needs by the OC
Sheriff Department and the OC District
Attorney in the face of an anticipated
combined loss of over $140 million to
the two agencies. The County’s social
safety net will lose administrative staff
who facilitate the delivery of crucial
services to residents during a period
when there has been a 100% increase in
food assistance requests and a 20% rise
in demand for Medi-Cal health coverage.
Reopening Orange County
The State government has provided a
4-phased template for the reopening of
businesses and facilities throughout the
State. The current stage, 2, allows for
some non-essential businesses to open
with modified conditions to accommodate social distancing and other virusrelated precautions.
The State guidelines allow for
“regional variance criteria” in recognition of different conditions existing
between counties. The OC Board of
Supervisors has been presented with
what Dr. Chau called a dynamic plan to
meet reopening goals. It was developed
by OCHCA and designed to change as
circumstances dictate.

Members of the Board of
Supervisors, as well as Fullerton’s
Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald, have chafed
at what they consider unduly strict
guidelines for counties to reopen,
including a requirement of no deaths for
a period of 14 days, and no more than 1
infection per 10,000 residents for the
same period of time. The criteria also
included a minimum daily testing capacity of 1.5 per 1,000 residents, putting
further pressure on the County to make
more testing available.
How the County is Spending
CARES Act Funds
On May 19, the County Board of
Supervisors is expected to discuss how
to spend the $544 million it received
from the federal government’s CARES
Act. The Act contained no direct funding to cities with populations under
500,000, effectively excluding any city
in Orange County. CEO Frank Kim indicated that at least some of the funding
could be used for additional contract
tracing (another requirement of the variance criteria), hotel rooms, serology
tests, and to bridge gaps in safety net
funding. He said his office is waiting for
more guidance from the federal government, and expressed a preference for
more flexibility in spending the money.
Chair Steel and Supervisor Donald
Wagner support directing $75 million of
the funds to OC cities to assist businesses with economic recovery. Their
motion to do so was defeated 3-2 in the
last meeting of the Supervisors, with 4th
District Supervisor Doug Chaffee voting
against it.
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES
APRIL 21 MEETING
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of council
meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us
This City Council meeting was held via virtual conferencing. Members of the
public can access meetings streamed live online at fullerton.legistar.com, on
Spectrum Cable Channel 3 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99. The public can submit
public comments electronically for City Council consideration by clicking on the
eComment link accompanying the agenda posted online at fullerton.legistar.com
until the close of the public comment period for the item. Contact the City Clerk’s
Office at cityclerksoffice@cityoffullerton.com or (714)-738-6355 with any questions.

Closed Session
Before every public City Council meeting, there is a “closed session” in which
council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public.
During this closed session, Council met with legal counsel to discuss the following
cases: Lillian J. Aylesworth v. City of Fullerton, Estate of Noah Weatherly v. City of
Fullerton, et al, City of Fullerton v. Friends of Fullerton’s Future, Joshua Ferguson
and David Curlee, and Air Combat USA vs City of Fullerton, et al.

Council Communications
Jesus Silva thanked local non-profits
who have been doing food drives for
those who are in need, such as United
Across Borders, Solidarity, and OC
United.
Bruce Whitaker said, “I simply must
stress the extreme importance and
urgency of ending this lockdown. Our
economy has sustained severe injury.
Employers, businesses, property owners, and their now jobless workforces
are idled and unproductive. The pillars
that support the commerce and important necessities of living and those
indeed which sustain life itself have

been shaken. They must be free soon to
begin a full recovery.”
Ahmad Zahra thanked the Fullerton
Chinese Cultural Association, which has
donated 1,000 masks to the City for
small businesses who may not have
them.
Jennifer Fitzgerald echoed Whitaker’s
comments about the need to re-open
businesses. “We have got to get people
back to work. People are dying to go to
work, and they need jobs back. The only
way we’re going to do that is to get this
economy open and working again.”

CITY RESPONSE TO COVID-19
City Manager Ken Domer gave an testing, partially due to a lack of availupdate on the City’s response to ability of tests, and that changes to the
COVID-19 as well as plans for re-open- Stay-at-Home order must be guided by
ing some businesses and City opera- health risk and commitment to equity.
tions. All decisions will be guided by
Newsom’s “Resilience Roadmap” has
Governor
Newsom’s
Pandemic four stages:
Roadmap, which identifies six indica1) Safety and Preparedness
tors for modifying the
2) Lower risk workplaces
Stay-at-Home Order:
opening with modifications
•Ability to test, contact
[we are here]
trace, isolate, and support
3) Higher risk workplaces
the exposed.
opening with modifications
Decisions on
•Ability to protect
4) End of stay-at-home
re-opening
those at high risk for
order
will be guided
COVID-19.
California has entered
•Surge capacity for
early
Stage 2, which
by Governor
hospital and health sysincludes some retail (with
Newsom’s
tems.
curbside pickup), some
“Pandemic
•Therapeutic
treatmanufacturing,
some
Roadmap”
ments meet demand.
offices (where telework is
•Ability of businesses,
not possible).
schools, and childcare
The City is working on
facilities to support physplans for re-opening City
ical distancing.
Hall, based on physical
•Determination of when to reinstitute improvements (ex: sneeze guards or
measures like Stay-at-Home.
other barriers), and the ability to provide
“The concern is that if we pull the safe staff working environments in
order too early, the virus reemerges departments (social distancing for
stronger, and then we have to go back to example).
Stay-at-Home,” Domer said.
Visit www.cityoffullerton.com if you
He said that the biggest hurdle to re- have questions about the city’s COVIDopening has been lack of widespread 19 response.

Agenda Forecast
The next Fullerton City Council meeting is Tuesday, May 19 at 6:30pm. Agenda
items include: Safe Parking Program Extension, Las Palmas Pump Station
Upgrades Project, Substantial Amendment to Citizen Participation Plan and Fisal
Year 2019-20 Annual Action Plan, 5-Year Housing Funds Plan, Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan, Exclusive Negotiating Agreement Regarding Fox Block
Development

The council meeting was held virtually via videoconferencing.

New Play Structures at Hillcrest Park and
Fullerton Sports Complex
Council voted 5-0 to approve a
$300,000 budget transfer from the Park
Dwelling Fund to replace play structures
at Hillcrest Park and the Fullerton
Sports Complex, which have both deteriorated due to age, use, and environmental factors.
The play structures are approximately
15-20 years old. According to the Parks
and Rec Department, the structures have
become unsafe to use and have been
closed to the public.
The new play structures will be purchased from Miracle Recreation
Equipment Company.
Park Dwelling Funds can be used only
to improve parks.

Councilmember Zahra said that the
play equipment in Independence Park is
also run down, and asked when the City
can improve those.
Parks and Rec Director Hugo Curiel
said that the play structures at Hillcrest
and the Sports Complex have actually
failed, so that’s why they were chosen.
He said the City will be looking at eventually replacing the play structures at
Independence Park.
During public comment, one resident
asked that the City place a timeline on
its website for all proposed park
improvements and a projected date of
completion.

Outdoor Dining Related to COVID-19
In anticipation of restaurants re-opening soon, in accordance with Stage 2 of
the Governor’s guidelines, Council
voted 5-0 to reduce some city requirements related to outdoor dining in order
to assist restaurants facing indoor occupancy reductions. Council also voted to
relax on-site parking requirements to
assist retail locations with curbside pickup. These changes include:
1) A relaxation of outdoor dining regulations to increase the allowable public
and private space available for outdoor
dining, including greater use of sidewalk
areas and parking areas.
2) Waive encroachment permit fees
for using public space for outdoor dining
until November 2, 2020.
3) A reduction in on-site parking on
private property for increased outdoor
dining space with a property owner's
permission; and

4) Authorize the City Manager to
make administrative adjustments to outdoor dining regulations and on-site parking requirements as needed to assist
local businesses.
Where possible, shared/common dining areas can be created on public property in the downtown area to accommodate diners from multiple restaurants
and private parking areas would be
encouraged to be used by adjoining
businesses.
As all use of public property requires
an encroachment permit, the simple
encroachment permit would still need to
be filled out, but no fee nor discretionary
review would be required. Businesses or
property owners would be asked to submit a simple site plan along with the
encroachment permit and proof of standard insurance.

Southern California
Edison/Verizon
Easements

Reaffirmation of
Declaration of Local
Emergency Due to
COVID-19 Pandemic

Council voted 4-0 to approve two
“easements” for Southern California
Edison. Mayor Fitzgerald recused herself from this vote due to the fact that
SCE is one of her clients, in her job as
VP at Curt Pringle & Associates, a public relations and lobbying firm.
These easements are related to the
installation of an underground electrical
system to provide power to the Verizon
cell site at 1550 Parks Road, within a
portion of Coyote Reservoir.

Council voted 5-0 to re-affirm the
local emergency due to the COVID-19
pandemic, which they originally
declared on March 17.
According to the staff report,
“Considering the continuing actions by
the federal government, the state of
California, and the county of Orange to
control the spread of COVID-19, it is
not likely the local emergency will conclude within the 60-day window triggered by the initial emergency declaration, which ends on May 16.”
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Orange County
COVID-19 Testing Network
Appointments Must be Made
The county of Orange has begun
implementing a COVID-19 testing network with locations offering FDAauthorized testing to residents who have
symptoms of COVID-19.
According to the County, there is no
out-of-pocket cost for this testing, however, insurance may be billed. Those
interested are asked to contact their
medical provider first and only access
these testing services if they do not have
a provider or their provider is unable to
provide testing.
Those seeking MUST make an
appointment for testing with one of the
clinics [at right] to assure eligibility and
availability of testing.
The test identifies if someone is currently infected based on a sample taken
with a swab. It is not a blood test, nor

does it test for antibodies. The most
common symptoms of COVID-19 are
fever, cough, and shortness of breath.
Other symptoms sometimes include
fever, chills, repeated shaking with
chills, muscle pain, headache, sore
throat, and loss of taste or smell. Patients
will receive a medical assessment before
being tested and they will be tested only
if they have symptoms of the disease.
Because of continued challenges of
obtaining testing supplies and Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) for health
care providers conducting tests, testing
may be restricted at times to high priority groups, as defined by the California
Department of Public Health or Orange
County Public Health.
The locations at right are currently
included in the testing network.

MAYOR FITZGERALD ORGANIZES
COALITION OF CALIFORNIA CITIES
Continued from front page
gency powers to institute a list of actions
A CMC letter to California’s also found on the CMC website, includCongressional Delegation members ing free statewide COVID-19 testing, an
thanked them for “swift action” in pass- advance of sales tax funding that cities
ing the CARES (The Coronavirus Aid, would have collected over the next
Relief, and Economic Security) Act, but twelve months, a freeze to the CalPERS
asserted that “While emergency funding discount rate, and added workforce
provided to state and local governments development programs and funding.
through the CARES Act was urgently
The latter request specifically referneeded, it was not sufficient for smaller ences the elimination of Redevelopment
cities.” Federal funding of $339 billion, (RDA) funding, which Newsom’s pred(or 17%) provided by the CARES Act, ecessor Jerry Brown dispensed with in
was sent directly to local governments, 2011 to balance the State’s budget.
but to only those few cities whose popu- Agencies all over California, including
lation exceeded 500,000, the threshold Fullerton’s RDA, were shut down, endto qualify for these funds.
ing forty years of developFullerton has a population
ment made possible, in
of just under 143,000. The
part, by public funding,
county of Orange, with a
financed by the sale of
The coalition is agency bonds, which are
population of over 3 million, received $554 million
paid to developers. CMC’s
seeking direct
as part of the unprecedentletter claims that “cities
federal aid to
ed $2.2 trillion legislation.
lost the ability to revitalize
cities with fewer blighted areas of our comCMC is seeking direct
than 500,000
federal aid to cities with
munities and reinvest in
fewer than 500,000 resiresidents, which commercial enterprises in
dents on a per capita basis
order to bolster not only
were excluded
“to be used to replace lost
the city’s finances, but
from the
revenue due to impacts of
most importantly, put our
CARES Act.
COVID-19.” The letter
local workforce back to
urged swift passage of
work.”
additional relief legislaOver the past few years,
tion, citing an estimated
the California Public
$6.7 billion in lost revEmployee
Retirement
enues to the State’s 482 cities, impacting Fund, or CalPERS, has been incremen“core city services including police, fire, tally lowering its so-called discount rate,
emergency management, capital proj- or the long-term interest rate, used to
ects and housing projects.” Fullerton fund future pension benefits. Over 1.8
expects to lose millions of dollars in tax million public employees, including
and other revenue as a result of business those employed directly by the city of
closures mandated by the State in Fullerton, have their pensions managed
response to the ongoing pandemic. The by the fund. As CALPERS lowers its
council met recently to discuss drastic discount rate in response to an anticipatcuts to City services to mitigate the loss- ed decline in investment returns, cities
es.
like Fullerton are obliged to pay for the
Mayor Fitzgerald said she had met resulting loss in state contributions. The
with 39th Congressional District Rep. letter predicts that any further lowering
Gil Cisneros, whose district includes of the discount rate would be a “death
Fullerton, about direct federal funding to blow” to cities’ finances. CMC also
cities.
requests consideration of suspending
A letter to California Governor Gavin Cost of Living increases to retirees,
Newsom, dated May 1 (available on the which would include former police officoalition’s website), asks Newsom for cers and firefighters, as well as the city’s
“a fair and equitable share across county administrative and other employees.
lines from the $15 billion in federal
An April 29 editorial signed by
funding coming to the State.” The letter Fitzgerald and Costa Mesa Mayor
also asks Gov. Newsom to use his emer- Katrina Foley published in the OC

FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 5
AltaMed (Anaheim)
1325 N Anaheim Blvd Ste. 101
Anaheim, CA 92801
Monday-Sunday
Appointments Required
Call (888) 499-9303
for an appointment.
AltaMed (Huntington Beach)
8041 Newman Ave.
Huntington Beach, CA 92647
Monday-Saturday
Appointments Required
Call (888) 499-9303
for an appointment.
AltaMed (Santa Ana)
Monday-Saturday
Appointments Required
Call (888) 499-9303
for an appointment.
Family Health Matters Community
Health Center (Fullerton)
901 W. Orangethorpe Ave.
Fullerton 92832
Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm
Call (714) 441-0411
for an appointment.

Families Together of
Orange County (Tustin)
661 West 1st Street Tustin 92780
Wednesday and Friday 9am-6pm
Call (714) 332-6359
for an appointment.
KCS Health Center (Buena Park)
7212 Orangethorpe Ave.
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
Call (714) 503-6550
for an appointment.
Nhan Hoa Comprehensive Health
Care Clinic (Garden Grove)
7761 Garden Grove Blvd.
Monday-Friday 9:30am-4:30pm
Registration is required at
www.nhanhoa.org.
Call (714) 898-8888 with questions.
UCI Health
Call (714) 456-7002 for COVID-19
screening and appointment.
For regular updates visit
www.occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/covid
-19-testing-and-screening.

County through the CARES Act, City
Manager Ken Domer said, “We are
working with the County to utilize portions of the CARES Act funding made
available to the County. Eligible expenditures are those that are used for actions
taken to respond to the public health
emergency and items such as loss of
revenue to a local government is not a
permissible use. The City will first
apply to FEMA for reimbursement of
eligible expenditures and then to the
County for the local share that is not
Register claims that “towns and cities
covered by FEMA.” The Orange
are beyond frustrated that we’re being
County Board of Supervisors will conignored by our counties, state and fedsider how to spend the CARES Act
eral government when it comes to
funding during its May 19 meeting.
financial assistance.” In just the secAsked why he joined the coalition,
ond paragraph, the editorial cites not
Santa Monica Mayor Kevin McKeown
only lost sales tax revenue, but specifsaid, ”I heard about Mayor Fitzgerald’s
ically TOT, or Transit Occupancy
work by email, and immediately folTaxes, typically levied on hotels and
lowed up. Santa Monica, like Fullerton,
campgrounds. TOT revenues account
is already confronting a municipal budgfor less than 10% of non-property
et disaster as anticipated revenues evaptaxes in Fullerton’s budgets, but could
orate due to the pandemic. Like
be a more significant source of revFullerton, we are being forced to lay off
enue for cities with more hotels, like
hundreds of experienced, valued, loyal
Anaheim,
home
of
city workers, and explain to
Disneyland, or cities
residents that traditional
closer to OC beaches.
city services must be
Anaheim’s Mayor Harry
Fullerton
reduced or put on hold.
Sidhu is not a member of
Santa Monica has already
expects to lose
CMC, nor are the mayors
been lobbying for federal
millions
of Huntington Beach or
help through our lobbyists
of dollars in tax in Washington and our
Newport Beach.
and other
Like the letters to electCongressman Ted Lieu and
ed officials and CMC’s
our two Senators, but the
revenue as a
website, the April 29 ediresult of business California Mayors Coalition
torial
calls
for
gives extra voice to our
closures in
“Workforce development
smaller cities, who were
response to
programs and increased
ignored in the first round of
economic development
CARES funding.”
the ongoing
funding,” but unlike the
The U.S. House of
pandemic.
other documents, does
Representatives unveiled
not mention redevelopnew proposed federal relief
ment.
legislation on May 12,
Despite the Register
which includes aid to cities.
editorial’s complaint that cities are
Senate Republicans immediately objectbeing ignored by counties, Orange
ed to the bill’s size and scope.
County CEO Frank Kim says that the
CMC’s address is the same as
County and its cities are working well
Fullerton’s City Hall building. Inquiries
together, and that the county signed a
about the group may be directed to
joint action alert with cities for federal
Mayor Fitzgerald at her official
funding. Kim says that he meets with
Fullerton email address, or to Deputy
city officials weekly by telephone and
City Manager Antonia Graham, identidoes not view the CMC as being in
fied on the CMC’s contact page as
competition with the County for
Mayor Fitzgerald’s “staff liaison.”
funds.
Inquiries about the coalition sent to Ms.
Asked if Fullerton expected to
Graham from the Observer were not
receive any of the aid sent to the
answered at press time.
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Spotlight on a Historic Block
The Amerige block is a historic stretch of buildings that has looked pretty much
the same since it was built in stages from 1923-1925 by George Amerige, one of
Fullerton’s Founding Fathers. One exception is the ever-changing signage. There
was a time, think the 80s, when we actually had to modify the Central Business
District signage regulations in order to allow for creative, eye-catching signs that
were needed to attract business. Even after accomplishing that, for some time the
entire block had the same green awning. But now the individual shops and restaurants stand out, as does the original, unique glazed tile facade on the front of each
one.

Which Ones Are Open Right Now?
As of this writing, all of those pictured below who offer food and drinks were
open for online/phone orders. Check with each place for takeout and delivery
options. Roadkill Ranch is open for appointment-only shopping—hooray. Now,
more than ever, Shop Fullerton First is a very important guideline. It will help our
favorite downtown restaurants and retailers get through this. Hopefully, we will
soon be able to go to all of our favorite places. If not, we will highlight a different
area of downtown next time.

Let it Brie Cheese Shop. 117 E Commonwealth Ave.
(714) 519-3094 www.letitbrie.com
Chicana Vegana
113 East Commonwealth
(714) 401-5287
www.chicanavegana.com

What to Expect

Fullerton Loves Food
We mentioned a few who have put
together info that you can use to find
places who are managing to do business
with take-out or delivery services, and if
you have not heard of Fullerton Loves
Food, you should check it out soon on
Facebook. They had vowed to choose
one restaurant, one day a week, and just
added a second location on Saturdays,
where people will order food, which will
allow them [the restaurants] to maximize their use of overhead and increase
their actual income. Last week they
spotlighted Angelo’s and Vinci’s with a
3pm to 8pm event on Wednesday and
Crepes Bonaparte from 9am- 10pm on
Saturday. A&Vs offers DoorDash or
pickup and if you are like many, or most,
you have been missing their food, which
has been served up to all of us since
1971. Well, all of us old enough to be
around then, ha. Connect with them and
other downtown businesses—our local
business community needs our help.

Now Open
Record stores, bookstores, florists,
music stores, are all open (with limited
curbside service) along with clothing
stores, toy stores, and sporting goods
stores. Many can be found downtown,
of course, and it’s so amazing to see
things spring to life after all they have
gone through. All over Fullerton there is
a sense that slowly but surely, we will
be OK. Things may never be the same,
some very good changes will be made,
and we still don’t know what the future
will bring but we’ll all do our best.

The Poke Co.
115 E Commonwealth Ave.
(714) 519-3999
www.thepokeco.com

Vino Nostra
123 E Commonwealth Ave
(714) 278-1023
www.vinonostra.com

Roadkill Ranch
119 E Commonwealth Ave.
(714) 773-1156
www.roadkillranch.com

We know things will be different
when we finally experience the re-opening of all our downtown businesses.
Offices will look different. Banks will
too. Retailers will still have guidelines
and everyone will be more aware of distancing, sanitation measures, and so
much more. For our restaurants, with
occupancy restrictions, there may be
more curbside and outdoor dining
efforts. The city of Fullerton is looking
for ways to help our businesses reopen
and recover. All of us can help too; our
refrain is now more important than
ever—as much as possible, Shop
Fullerton First.

Photo Quiz
This issue: New in town, what street is this on (below)? Send your answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

Last issue:
Mr. Gaglio was
first to ID the
year the photo at
right was taken,
1918, during the
Spanish
Flu
Pandemic, when
masks, isolation, quarantine,
closures
and
more were eerily similar to
what is happening today.
Photo from “Southern Section CIF”
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United Across Borders Food Drive
The Non-Profit United Across affected by multiple, overlapping issues
Borders Foundation has been holding like lack of affordable housing, social
Emergency Food Distribution events at isolation, chronic or acute health probSt. Philip Catholic Church in Fullerton lems, high medical costs, and low
on Saturdays, to serve those affected by wages. Taken together, these issues are
food insecurity during the COVID-19 important social determinants of health
crisis.
and a person’s ability to
“During these times of
live, learn, work, play, and
economic
uncertainty,
worship
in
Orange
They are
where service and tourist
County,” Robles said.
industry businesses are
According to their web
dedicated to
cutting back due to
site:
“United Across
provide people
COVID-19 precautions,
Borders Foundation is
with assistance
Orange County housecommitted to serving local
holds are uncertain of hav- with the hope that and international commuing enough food to meet
no one will end nities with love, respect,
the needs of all their fami- their day in need integrity and compassion.
ly members because they
We are dedicated to proor hungry.
have insufficient money or
viding individuals with
other resources for food,”
grocery assistance, diawrote
Erika
Robles,
pers,
medical
founder of United Across Borders.
supplies/equipment and support with the
Both food and money to purchase hope that no one will end their day in
food was donated by community mem- need or hungry.”
bers. Over 1,100 cars were served with
The non-profit will continue to host
free food on May 2.
food drives and other relief events. To
“Food insecurity does not exist in iso- learn
more
visit
lation, as low-income families are www.uabfoundation.org.

BALANCE & CHANGE
Make Thoughtful and Rational Decisions
I am writing this on May 5th.
Governor Newsom is talking about
beginning the process of opening up
California. I have such mixed feelings
about this.
On the one hand, I am so excited to
go out and see people and be outside
and just live my life again! But the
reality is, it will not be the same. We
still will need to maintain social distancing. We will still need to wear
masks. Not everything will be open.
Hanging out with friends in a restaurant still will not be a good idea.
And this is the other side. While I
would love to get out and resume my
life, it is still not healthy to do so. For
all that we understand about this virus
thus far, if we begin to re-engage too
soon, people will start getting sick
again in large numbers. We will again
run the risk of overwhelming our

healthcare system. More people will
die. I understand that people need
money and that the economy is suffering. I think that people’s lives are
more important. I have relatives and
friends who are elders or who are
medically fragile. I am not willing to
see them die just so that I can go out
to eat.
So, we all have choices to make.
Yes, go outside a bit more, but in a
safe and sane manner. Keep self-nurturing. Make thoughtful and rational
decisions about the healthy and right
thing to do for you, your family and
people that you do not even know.
What we are living through is difficult. But it will end! We will get
through this if we all take care of ourselves and others! Remember, if I am
only for myself, who am I?

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,
Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5 www.michellegottlieb.com

ACROSS
Across
1. Finger painter, e.g.
7. "The dog left ___ print on
the clean floor."
11. 4.0, maybe
14. When ___... (adapt to
local customs)
15. "___ smile be your umbrella!"
16. "Super cool!"
17. When you're craving carne asada
19. "Rumble in the Jungle" champ
20. Pouf
21. Eating plan
22. Like Thor and Loki
25. When you're craving a
cheeseburger and nachos
27. Dr.'s group
28. Laurel and Hardy, e.g.
30. Conductor ___-Pekka Salonen
31. Basics
33. Nike rival
36. Gather over time

DOWN
1. Archaeology site
2. Yucatan year
3. Coffee server
4. Knuckleheads
5. Acted badly?
6. Take a break
7. 1836 battle site
8. Butter ___ (ice cream flavor)
9. Right away
10. Used to be
11. Holy chalice
12. Popular type of 21-Across
13. Mine entrances
18. "I got no reason ___ you baby."
(Zeppelin's "Fool in the Rain" lyric)

40. When you're craving
a French treat
43. Actress Rosie of "Do the
Right Thing"
44. Kermit's cousin?
45. Daytime TV "story"
46. Pound sound
48. Parking area
50. No longer in vogue
51. When you're craving
"The Titan Burger"
56. Poetic feet
58. Broadcasts
59. Folks from Down Under
61. Confidentiality contract, briefly
62. When you're craving Merlot
66. Brad's ex
67. "Sonic the Hedgehog" creator
68. Binary
69. Dedicated poem
70. YouTube video on how to
make a bucket AC unit, say
71. Mosadi ___ (first female
chief in Botswana)
21. Like "Big Little Lies" and
"Grey's Anatomy"
22. Civil right org.
23. Color blending usually
from light to dark
24. '60s TV cartoon "Speed ___"
26. "Pronto!"
29. ___ and downs
32. Utters
34. Noise from Elsie or Elmer
35. Shrink
37. Virginia Woolf's "___of
One's Own"
38. "Real Housewives of
New Jersey" Danielle
39. Some school mos.
41. Poet ___ Pound
42. Commotion
47. Unsound
49. '60s style fabric
51. Bluegrass instrument
52. Lent a hand
53. Origami bird
54. "Mario Bros." brother
55. Short piece of writing
57. US military enlistment exam
60. Roadside bombs, briefly
62. "Cats" monogram
63. Wedding vow
64. Shoestring potatoes brand Pik-___
65. ___-friendly (green)
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Cannabis and Public Safety:
a Q & A Session
by Jesse La Tour

stands to reason that when a criminal
element knows that a particular business
is cash-only, it might attract them to that
location over something else. But that
doesn’t mean that that would happen
given the right regulations and increased
enforcement,” Dunn said.

The city of Fullerton hosted a virtual
panel discussion on cannabis policy
live-streamed on its Facebook page on
May 14, featuring Police Chief Robert
Dunn and Community and Economic
Development Director Matt Foulkes.
Prior to the events of COVID-19, the
Q: Does the cost of enforcement
City held two in-person cannabis infor- exceed the potential revenues that a
mation sessions which covered industry, city could receive from allowing distax-administration, health, and other pensaries?
related cannabis questions. The special
Foulkes mentioned a study out of
focus of this meeting was public safety. Colorado that showed the offset of the
City staff will bring the results of costs of additional police enforcement
these meetings to City Council on June related to the revenues from cannabis is
16 for their consideration
almost a wash.
to potentially allow more
Dunn said that an
uses, as permitted under
increased need for regulaState law.
tion and enforcement will
Cannabis sales are curcreate additional costs, but
On June 16
rently prohibited in the
what those are will depend
city of Fullerton, except
on the model the City
City Council
what is allowed pursuant
chooses to adopt.
will consider
to State law—which
Foulkes added that the
allowing more
includes medical use.
City currently has illegally
cannabis uses
Prop 64, which was
operating
dispensaries,
approved by voters in
which can take a long time
in Fullerton,
2016, allows for retail
to legally shut down. “You
as permitted
sale and other uses of
could also make the arguunder state law. ment that there are costs
recreational cannabis
(subject
to
city
occurring today related to
approval), as well as pritrying to shut down illegal
vate consumption.
dispensaries that are just
Chief Dunn said that
losses. There’s no revenue
it's the job of the police department to being generated from the illegal dispenenforce the laws of our land and our city. saries operating today. So, there is the
If it's the will of the people and City potential for generating revenue, but the
Council to legalize activities, they will question is whether that would offset
partner with the City to ensure enforce- enforcement costs.”
ment of these regulations and, “to do it
Q: As other cities expand access to
in a way that makes our community as
cannabis, are they seeing a marked
safe as possible.”
Dunn and Foulkes answered questions increase in cannabis-related DUIs?
“The tough part about marijuanathat were submitted online.
related driving is that [the State] is still
Q: Are cities that have relaxed mar- developing a standardized field sobriety
ijuana regulations seeing increased test,” Dunn said. “So, it is incredibly difproblems with crime?
ficult to prosecute a drugged driving
Foulkes said that quite a bit of case.” He added, however, that the city
research has been done related to of Fullerton police department is one of
cannabis and its effects on public safety three in the state of California whose
and crime, particularly in states like officers teach the drug recognition
Colorado and Washington that have had expert program.
legalized cannabis for longer than
“Because of that we have the best
California.
ability to determine someone’s level of
“I would not say that there has been a impairment,” Dunn said. “If legalization
conclusive analysis of the connection would happen, it would be a challenge,
between cannabis and public safety… but our officers are best suited to invesThere are studies that show there is a tigate that and come to a successful
marked increase in crime surrounding prosecution.”
cannabis dispensaries…and there are an
Q: Opening licensed pot shops is no
equal number of studies that found that guarantee that illicit dispensaries will
there is a decrease in crime around dis- close. If they can sell for less, won’t
pensaries,” Foulkes said.
they just continue to undercut legitimate businesses?
Q: Since cannabis dispensaries are
Prior to allowing legal dispensaries,
primarily a cash business, won’t they the city of Santa Ana had around 100
be more subject to robberies?
illegally operating dispensaries, and
Chief Dunn echoed Foulkes earlier allowing legal dispensaries has dramatipoint about the lack of conclusive data cally decreased the number of illegal
relating dispensaries to crime. “I think it ones, according to Foulkes.

Cannabis retail licenses in California by county.
“Creating additional ordinances that
allow for more robust enforcement of
those illegal dispensaries would help,”
Dunn said. “By allowing some legal dispensaries, the city would have the ability
:to craft ordinances, rules, and regulations that all for more teeth to take down
those illegally operating dispensaries.”
Q: Would the city be open to permitting cannabis retail stores in commercial zones if the operator provided
24-hour security, and robust security
and surveillance systems?
Foulkes said that ultimately it’s going
to be the city council that decides exactly if, how, and where cannabis businesses would be allowed to operate in the
city.
Dunn said that it would increase safety to have cannabis-related employees
register with the police “so we can do
background checks, to make sure the
criminal element isn’t creeping into
those legitimate businesses.”
Q: From a policing perspective,
would you prefer dispensaries to be in
commercial or industrial zones.
Would you say one is safer than the
other?
Dunn said that it really just boils down
to the right amount of regulation and the
practices that are in place from the operators. He said that where their location is
might increase or decrease complaints
from the public, but “as far as safety
goes, I don’t think one trumps the
other.”
Q: If the city allows cannabis dispensaries/storefront retail, will there
be an increase in drug dealing to students and underage people?
“I haven’t seen any study that shows
that that’s a common problem, although
I think we’re still kind of early on in its
legality for those studies to come
about,” Dunn said.
Q: Will adding cannabis dispensaries increase the amount of drug use
amongst the homeless population?
“In my experience and the experience
of my officers, cannabis is not the prevalent drug on the streets among our
homeless neighbors,” Dunn said. “There
are harder drugs being used. We’re seeing a resurgence of heroin right now in
our homeless population. So I’m not
aware of them being sold or selling
cannabis.”

Q: Under state law, recreational
cannabis is legal, and you can have a
certain amount of cannabis on you. If
a police officer stopped someone
today for cannabis, what penalties
would they incur?
Chief Dunn said that it depends on the
situation. Many people today are medically licensed to use cannabis.
“Generally speaking it’s an educational
moment,’ he said. “But it has to be a
broader conversation to find out if it’s
simply recreational use, if there’s a medical nexus to what they’re doing. It’s a
complex contact, and our officers work
to the best of their abilities to try to
ascertain the root cause and they will
take enforcement action if necessary.”
Q: What has been the police department’s experience related to criminal
activity or calls for service related to
cannabis delivery?
“I’m not aware of any instance where
that’s been a call for service, but I would
be willing to look to make sure,” Dunn
said. “Every week we do crime analysis.
None of that type of behavior has been
at the top of our calls for service where
I am having officers report back to me
on crime trends.”
Q: Fullerton doesn’t have enough
police officers today. Wouldn’t this
require substantially more staffing?
Dunn said that Santa Ana did add staff
to an area of their department to enforce
their ordinances, but “It’s my understanding that in Santa Ana, what is
brought in from the businesses offsets
the additional staffing costs.”
Foulkes added that the increase in
staffing will depend on the scale of
cannabis activity the city chooses to
adopt. For example, if there was one
storefront retail dispensary, that’s certainly a much lower staff resource need
than if there were ten.
Q: Can you talk about the potential
benefits to the city?
“One benefit I see as it relates to public safety is that cities that have ordinances that allow for legal cannabis dispensaries are eligible to apply for money
through the state for education, diversion, and regulation,” Foulkes said.
If you have further questions, reach
out through the cannabis portal on the
city’s
web
site:
www.cityoffullerton.com.
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IN PREPARING THE BUDGET,
CITY FACES HARD CHOICES
Continued from front page
Ideas for More Cuts
The City Treasurer suggested further
ideas to deal with the proposed budget
deficit, and asked for City Council input
on these:
•Temporary closure of the Fullerton
Museum Center.
•Elimination of current unfilled city
jobs, and a potential hiring freeze.
•Employee Furloughs—furloughing
some City staff for two Fridays per
month for the entire fiscal year, which is
another way of reducing employee pay.
•Meeting with all departments to discuss eliminating any “non-essential”
programs.
•Using up to $2 million in reserve
funds.

Council Discussion and Priorities

After listening to the presentation,
each Fullerton City Council member
weighed in on their priorities, and what
cuts they are willing to make.
Mayor Fitzgerald said that she was not
interested in dipping into the City’s
reserve funds. “It’s time for all of us to
decide what are the core services that a
city has to provide its people. In my
mind that is public safety, roads, sewer,
and water. Everything else is on the
table to me,” Fitzgerald said.
Fitzgerald suggested the following
ideas for further cuts: re-evaluating the
City’s funding of the Muckenthaler
Cultural Center, letting the County take
over operation of our public library, City
Council members taking a 10% reducState and Federal Assistance
tion in their monthly stipend, considering the sale of “every property this city
Fullerton is in the process of applying
owns,” and combining services with
for the Federal Emergency Management
other cities through the North Orange
Agency’s (FEMA) public assistance
County Joint Powers Authority.
program, which could provide funding
Fitzgerald clarified that she enjoys
of up to 50% of the City’s eligible procity services, and that these cuts would
jected emergency operations
be a “worst-case scecosts.
nario.”
The Police Department is
Councilmember Ahmad
applying for Coronavirus
Zahra expressed frustraEmergency Supplemental
Fullerton is
tion that he had not been
Funding Program grants
consulted in the City’s
in
the
process
administered through the US
of applying for decision to lay off most of
Department of Justice. The
its part-time employees.
Fire Department Staff is also
FEMA’s public “We need to engage our
applying for grants to recovassistance
rank and file, get feeder costs related to the current
back, and not look at this
program.
crisis.
as just numbers, but look
The original CARES Act
at this as our workforce,
passed by Congress gave
our employees who have
financial assistance to states
families, the ones who are
and local governments with
out there doing the servicpopulations above 500,000, which did
es day in and day out,” Zahra said.
not apply to Fullerton, whose population
He said he was not comfortable with
is approximately 140,000.
the county taking over the Library. He
There is the possibility that relief for
suggested that the City review its private
smaller cities such as Fullerton could be
contracts, such as consultants, to look
included in the next federal relief bill.
for cuts and savings. “I hope our residents participate and give us input on
Next Steps
what is important to them,” Zahra said.
The budget, which is still being preCouncilmember Bruce Whitaker said,
pared pending input from City Council “We have to consider layoffs and/or furand the public (through contacting city loughs in areas where services are not
council members or submitting being provided or cannot be provided.
eComments at meetings), will be sub- Since labor costs are the largest portion
mitted City Council for consideration of our city government expenses, all
and approval at the June 2 City Council these things need to be considered. So
meeting. Residents may give their input even though it sounds harsh, believe me,
by contacting the City Clerk or by e- it’s less harsh than the rest of the economailing the Mayor and Councilmembers my is suffering in this lockdown.”
directly.
Councilmember Jesus Silva said he
was okay with re-considering the City’s
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Budget Balancing Measures Taken So Far

• Layoff of the majority of part-time employees (153)
• Reducing Library’s Operating Hours from 61 to 34 Hours open to public
• Executive Team Salary Reduction of 10%

Additional Proposed Budget Balancing Options
• Temporary closure of the Museum
• Holding additional positions vacant
• Employee Furloughs: Two Friday closures per month
• Department programs and/or services reductions
• Continued use of vacancy savings (hiring freeze)
• Use of available contingency reserves

funding of the Muckenthaler Cultural must pay, called Development Impact
Center, with taking a 10% pay cut, and Fees. Fullerton collects fees to offset
possibly selling surplus city-owned impacts created by new development.
properties. He is not, however, willing These impact fees provide funding for
to have the County take over the both new infrastructure and for
Fullerton Public Library.
improvements to existing infrastructure,
Mayor Protem Jan Flory said, “If there including street circulation, and park
were a way for the County to take over development.
the library, but we could
The purpose of deferstill maintain the [Library]
ring these fees during the
Foundation, the Friends
COVID-19
pandemic,
[of the Library], there is a
according to staff, is
possibility that that could Mayor Fitzgerald because “development
work, and I think we
activity in Orange County
said the City
should
explore
that
is projected to experience
could save
because…the County has a
substantial
negative
money by
heck of a lot more funding
effects due to the COVIDthan the city of Fullerton
19 pandemic” and deferhaving the
has.” Flory said she was
ring fees is “a valuable
County take
not interested in de-fundincentive to both the
over our
ing the Fullerton Museum
developer and lender
Library.
Center.
because it reduces the
“The Fullerton Museum
time between the investCenter and the Plaza seem
ment of money into a
to be a hub for this city,”
project and realizing a
Flory said. “I would hate
return on that investment
to see that let go. It would be a priority in the form of sales or leasing of the
for me to maintain that because a lot of building.”
good people are involved in that too and
The impact fees deferred include:
it is the historical heart of our downtown Parks Acquisition and Development
and of our City.”
Fee, Traffic Impact Mitigation Fee,
Mayor Fitzgerald concluded, “The Sanitation Fee, and General Plan Update
people of Fullerton love the way servic- Fee.
es are delivered here now, and they
This will affect several sizable develdon’t want to give up anything, from the opments in various stages of review
Library to the Museum, to the Muck, to within the City, such as Brandywine
public art, to everything that we offer. Homes (a 33-unit condominium develAnd I don’t want to give it up either. But opment at 751 Bastanchury Road) and
we’ve got to establish priorities, espe- three other sizable multi-family residencially during tough times.”
tial developments, which are currently
in preliminary review. There are also
Temporary Deferral
several industrial projects, including the
of Developer Fees
Goodman Logistics Center at the former
Kimberly-Clark site, which may also be
Before discussing these potential
eligible. The deferral will be in effect for
budget cuts, City Council voted 5-0 in a
one year from the effective date, unless
separate action to temporarily defer colextended for one additional year by furlection of certain fees that developers
ther action by the City Council.

Angelos

and Vincis

Ristorante Est 1971
550 North Harbor Blvd
Downtown Fullerton
714.879.4022

“A PLACE TO EAT...A PLACE TO SEE.”
R
NE ORANGE
IN

COUNTY HOTLIST
W BEST ITALIAN 2016 & 2017
Established in 1971, in this family-owned restaurant
you dine in the middle of an Italian town square
complete with storefronts and twinkling lights.

Call 714.879.4022
www.AngelosandVincis.com
“Like” us on facebook.com/angelosandvincis

Anniversaries
Weddings
Any Occasion !
One Call
We Do it All !
FIVE FREE
BANQUET
FACILITIES
Accommodating
up to 800 people
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The Coronavirus is Not the First
Pandemic to Plague Our Planet
After reading a couple of recent arti- 1918, the virus returned to the U.S. in an
cles in the Los Angeles Times and New even more lethal form, making its first
York Times, I thought it was about time appearance at the Army’s Camp Devens,
to turn to the past to see how a previous near Boston.
worldwide pandemic was handled, both
Another theory points to the idea that
nationally and locally.
the virus may have originated among
Interestingly enough, a little over one birds somewhere in China. However,
hundred years ago, a worldwide H1N1 unlike ground zero for COVID-19,
pandemic known as the Spanish Flu which has been identified in animals at a
rocked the world. Some of the similari- specific market in Wuhan, China, the
ties to the current
origin of the 1918 panCOVID-19 pandemic
demic wasn’t as easy to
are striking. Both viruses
pinpoint. So, while we
What we do
are from animals transmay not know exactly
know is that
ferring to humans. The
where the virus originated,
symptoms are similar,
what we do know is that
the virus
mainly respiratory. And
the virus was first identiwas first
both viruses are very
fied in the U.S. among
identified in
contagious.
military personnel in the
the U.S.
The origin of the 1918
spring of 1918. From
Flu is still a bit of a mysthere, it began to spread.
among military
tery, but one theory by
Back then, pharmaceutipersonnel in
historian John Barry sugcal interventions such as
the spring
gests that the virus may
antivirals and vaccines
of 1918.
have been passed from
didn’t exist. Measures for
animals to humans in
treating the virus and stopKansas during World
ping the spread of it
War I. According to
included isolating, quarBarry, in February 1918, military antining, good personal hygiene, use of
recruits from Haskell County, Kansas, surface disinfectants and limiting public
reported for duty to Fort Riley, which gatherings. Sound familiar? Well, some
was about 300 miles away. Many were U.S. cities, like Chicago, closed thealready sick with the flu. Several days aters, movie houses, and some schools,
after they arrived, flu spread throughout while also prohibiting public gatherings.
the camp. From there it may have trav- San Francisco’s Board of Health
eled with these soldiers to Europe and required people working with the public
on to the rest of the world. In September to wear masks, and strongly encouraged

CONGENITALLY MISSING TEETH
When teeth are missing as a result of failing to develop at birth, it is referred
to as hypodontia. The most common congenitally missing teeth are the wisdom
teeth (25-35 percent), followed by the permanent upper lateral incisors (two
percent), and the second premolars (three percent). The problem this condition
poses is that it removes a tooth from the dental arch that normally keeps adjacent teeth in their proper places. For instance, when the upper lateral incisors
are missing, the canine (cuspid or “eye”) teeth are apt to move toward the central incisors to fill the gap. In order to identify and deal effectively with such
dental abnormalities, it is important to have regular dental checkups.

501 N. Cornell Ave., Suite 1, Fullerton 92831.
To schedule an appointment please call 714-992-0092
www.paulnelsondental.com
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many people in the prime of their lives.
In the book, The Great Influenza, John
Barry wrote, “Influenza and pneumonia
death rates for those 15 to 34 years of
age were over twenty times higher than
in previous years. Nearly 50% of the
deaths were among young adults.”
According to a more recent Stanford
University report, the H1N1 virus was
most deadly for people between 20 and
40. It hit the United States in two waves:
once in the spring of 1918 and again in
the fall of the same year.
Since I wanted to find out more information about the 1918 virus and how it
impacted Fullerton on a local level, I
reached out to Cheri Pape, Local
History Archivist at the Fullerton Public
Library, via email to see if the library
anyone out and about in public to wear happened to have anything on the submasks. Many other cities encouraged ject. Because of the current Coronavirus
wearing masks as well.
situation, Cheri only works in the
According to the Orange County library a couple of days each week and
Historical Society’s County Courier, in the Local History Room for very lim“across the globe, an estimated 500 mil- ited hours. However, she was happy to
lion people were infected with Spanish help me out and sent over some inforInfluenza, which was approximately mation. I received several digitally
one-third of the world’s
scanned copies from the
population at the time.”
Fullerton News and the
As many as 50 to 100
Fullerton Tribune, two
million died globally and
newspapers around durAs
many
as
50
an estimated 675, 000
ing the time of the 1918
to 100 million
people perished in the
flu. Sadly, Cheri disdied globally and
United States. This was
covered that the microconsiderably more than
an estimated
film of the Tribune
the nineteen million
from
October
to
675,000
people
deaths from the four
December
1918
has
perished in the
years of World War I.
deteriorated.
United States.
Further measures were
Fortunately, she was
taken as the spread of the
This was many
able to scan and send
disease increased. In fact,
over an index from that
more
than
the
in some cities, a white
time indicating the
nineteen million
scarf was tied to the doors
headlines of articles
deaths from the
of homes or apartments to
that appeared in the
alert the community that
four years of
newspaper.
the virus was there.
I discovered after
World
War
I.
Elsewhere,
citizens
reading an old article
would hang crepe paper
from the Fullerton
on their doors signifying
News Tribune that the
that a resident had died.
city of Fullerton closed
According to a document from Boston’s as a result of the epidemic. The Board of
archive written by historian John Barry, Health at the time issued an edict for
“It was common practice in 1918 for “all places of amusement, the schools,
people to hang a [ribbon] of crepe on the the churches, public meetings…” to
door to mark a death in the house. There close at 6:00 pm on Saturday, October
was crepe everywhere.”
12, 1918. Sixty-six cases were reported
It’s important to note that although the before noon on that day. Dr. J. H. Lang,
1918 epidemic was dubbed “Spanish City health officer, published a notice in
influenza,” it was actually named that same issue of the Tribune enforcing
because many news accounts came from the law laid down by the State Board of
Spain, not because of the origin of the Health and ordered that everyone obey
virus. Before 1918, nobody knew the law to the letter “for the purpose of
whether social distancing would help preventing as far as possible the further
slow the spread of a viral pandemic. spread of the disease.”
After adopting this practice, it was
The good news was that there weren’t
proven that social distancing was indeed too many cases of influenza in Fullerton
effective.
and the ones that did occur were not too
The worst upsurge of influenza hit serious. The Tribune said that “it is well
Orange County during 1918 and 1919, to observe as much precaution as possiaccording to the Orange County ble to prevent further spread,” similar to
Historical Society. The threat of this what news outlets are saying today. The
virus was very real and very frightening Tribune also recommended that “this is
since it not only attacked the vulnerable a very good time for people to remain at
elderly and the very young, but it killed home and keep their children off the
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streets. Keep away from the depot and
keep off the trains as much as possible.”
They said, “These little hardships are
nothing compared to what our boys
endure over there.”
There was a very informative oral history done by the CSUF Center for Oral
and Public Health with a Fullerton resident named Jessie Corona de Montoya,
who talked about what life was like both
during the 1918 flu epidemic and an earlier smallpox epidemic. “We were quarantined,” she recalls, “Nobody could go
in and all the ones that were in the house
could not leave.” Jessie and her two
brothers survived smallpox.
Montoya paints a disturbing picture
of smallpox: “They’re red. It’s a little
bump, and it’s red on the surface and
then they are full of some ugly matter
that turns a deep grey, ugly when they
burst…and the smell. This rotten smell.
I can’t describe it.” A few years later, an
influenza epidemic afflicted six members of Montoya’s family. “A lot of people died,” she recalls, “There were lots
and lots of deaths from that.”
The flu became so serious that,
according to the Fullerton College
Centennial website, “the flu developed
so rapidly that after signs of sickness,
people could die within hours. Health
departments distributed masks to be
worn in public, funerals were limited to
15 minutes, and trains would not allow
passengers to travel unless they had a
signed certificate of health.”
Even then, people thought there were
more cases that weren’t being reported.
According to a different issue of the
Tribune, “in the opinion of Dr. Domann,
there are more cases than reported, as

FEATURE
physicians have been a little lax in making reports.” At the time, Dr. Zaiser, who
was in charge of the County hospital,
was reported to be seriously ill and the
hospital was closed to visitors. The
newspaper reported that “anyone gaining admittance there will have to have
urgent business.” Our health care professionals today are even more prepared
than they were back then, so it is important to listen to them.
It was hard to get citizens to comply
with the orders issued by the scientists
and the boards of health back then, just
as it is now. According to an article
titled, “How some cities ‘flattened the
curve’ during the 1918 flu pandemic,”
published on the National Geographic
website, “in 1918, a San Francisco
health officer shot three people when
one refused to wear a mandatory face
mask. In Arizona, police handed out $10
fines for those caught without protective
gear.” But in the end, the strongest,
sweeping measures paid off. It’s important to keep in mind that “public health
interventions are the first line of defense
against an epidemic in the absence of a
vaccine.”
When it came time for the schools to
reopen here in Fullerton, precautions
were taken. According to another article
published on Oct. 31, in the Tribune, the
high school (Fullerton High School) was
allowed to reopen “provided the epidemic of influenza does not show signs
of increasing before that time.” They
weren’t admitting students from homes
in which the disease existed unless the
student already had it and had fully
recovered. The paper announced that
“those who had it will not be allowed to

Current Road Repairs
Fullerton is finishing up its total road reconstruction and rehabilitation project
along Brea Boulevard, from Bastanchury Road to the North City limit.
A few more projects slated to start this summer:
•Jacaranda Place, Malvern Ave. and Drake Area road reconstruction.
•Euclid Ave from Fern Dr. to Bastanchury Rd.
Remember, if you see a pothole, crack in your curb, gutter or sidewalk or anything
else please call our Maintenance Service Line at 714-738-6897 or download the
MyFullerton App.

CAPRI SHOES
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enter school short of ten days from the
time of taking the disease.” The doctors
of Fullerton at the time volunteered to
personally inspect each student for as
long as necessary and planned to
exclude from school anyone who had a
cold or “otherwise showed signs of
physical ailment that might develop into
influenza.”
So, you may be asking yourself, “How
did they flatten the curve back in 1918?”
Well, according to research from Molly
Billings in 1997 that was published on
the
Stanford
website
at
virus.standford.edu, in 1918, “the medical and scientific communities had
developed new theories and applied
them to prevention, diagnostics and
treatment of the influenza patients.”

Now, more than ever, it is important to
listen to scientists and health professionals.
We can look to the lessons of the past
pandemic in order to help us in the present, which may help us avoid history
repeating itself today. So, whether
you’ve ever heard of the horrific 1918
pandemic, reading about it should actually give us hope. It ended. Pandemics
end.
To watch photo comparisons of life
then and now, check out my short video
by visiting www.fullertonobserver.com
and clicking the tab labeled “Local.”
Underneath that tab, click on “Emerson
Little YouTube Channel,” which will
take you directly to my page.

Want to learn more about upcoming street repair projects? Visit the city website
cityoffullerton.com and check out the Public Works page.

EDUCATION
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board
information available by calling 714-870-2800
or visiting www.fjuhsd.net

Nathan Chong

Kim Garcia

Presley Popoff

Congratulations Graduates!
One major American rite of passage is son graduation ceremonies are tentativegraduating
from
high
school. ly scheduled for the first week of
Graduation forms the capstone to thir- August.
teen years of K-12 education and until
Social media through Instagram,
recently provided the amount of educa- Twitter, and Facebook are ways
tion required to get a decent job and Associated Student Bodies (ASBs) and
career. Today many students go on to an student newspapers are keeping classadditional 2-year technical training mates up to date with end-of-the-year
course or to 4 years of uniactivities. You will see jumversity for a degree. But
botrons stationed close to the
high school graduation is
various school sites that will
Graduation scroll students’ pictures with
still considered a passage
into adulthood. A transition
their names. Buena Park’s
signs now
that is marked with proms,
principal Sonje Berg let me
dot the
class breakfasts, and senior
know that the Buena Park HS
community, seniors will receive a “swag
class activities, not to mention the cap and gown pro- congratulating bag” with Buena Park High
cession.
School memorabilia along
graduates
The FJUHSD administrawith their diploma to remind
at home.
tors have worked hard to
the graduates of their BP
offer multiple ways for each
Coyote family as they move
high school site to shift inforward to college and career.
person celebrations in order to honor
La Habra Principal Matthew Eeles is
this year’s graduates through various sharing a top 100 video highlighting
safe physical and social media opportu- Highlander achievers on the school’s
nities. A virtual graduation at the end of website along with sending graduating
May will be a central part of this, and students’ names and pictures to NBC 4
each school site principal has combined and Spectrum to be shown on air. Sunny
the ideas of students, teachers, parents, Hills Principal Alan Whitten shared how
and staff in order to convey their pride students are working through Instagram
and excitement the Class of 2020 to keep in touch with each other and putdeserves.
ting as positive perspective on the situaAll comprehensive, alternative, and tion as possible, which reflects the SH
continuation high schools delivered yard Lancer traditions.
signs to graduating seniors, with Troy
All the schools have made sincere
High School teachers delivering the efforts to show how proud and excited
signs to graduating Troy students around they are to celebrate the Class of 2020.
town. The graduation signs, including a These students are experiencing a
few
special
Valedictorian
and unique transition into their next educaSalutatorian signs, now dot the commu- tional or career phase, and although it
nities of Fullerton, Buena Park and La may be frustrating and look very differHabra congratulating the graduates at ent, they and their families will know
home. Cap, gown, and yearbook distri- that their children’s teachers, support
bution will be done via senior drive staff, and community are proud of their
throughs with staff donning masks, achievement and applaud their tenacity
keeping social distance spacing, and under disruption. Congratulations Class
cheering graduates in their cars. In-per- of 2020!

Karen Villalobos

Grading
The FJUHSD Board held a special
session on April 23 to approve an
adjusted grading guideline for the last
quarter of this unconventional academic
year. All students will start with the
grade they were receiving in each class
on March 18 (the day that schools
closed and distance learning started). A
student will not get less than that grade
and all “D” grades will be raised to a
“C” grade for the final grading cycle.
All “F” grades will be recorded on transcripts as a No Credit. A No Credit
grade will not impact the GPAs for
undergraduates, but students will be
responsible for making up lost units. All
students will have the ability to raise
their grades during distance learning.
Parents and students who feel that they
are not able to accomplish this goal need
to contact the teacher and their educational counselor to create a plan and see
if summer school is an option.
The choice to maintain letter grades
was done to preserve the GPAs of all

Daphne Pillon
students concerned about college entry.
Parents and guardians should have
already received a letter explaining the
new temporary protocol. Any questions
should be directed to the students’ principals.
The next FJUHSD Board meeting
will be on June 2 at 6pm. To attend a
teleconferenced meeting, go to
https://agendaonline.net/public/Agency.
aspx?PublicAgencyID=1272&AgencyT
ypeID=1 and click on the link to join.
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TEEN OBSERVER
by Francine

Tribute to Our Community’s
Essential Workers

During this difficult time while
we try to avoid the virus by staying home, many essential workers
have no choice but to keep working so that our community can
continue to function. They have
been working hard to provide us
with what we need to get through
each day. Doctors and nurses are
the most recognized because they
are doing the most difficult tasks
of saving people's lives. However,
there are many other essential
workers who are quietly doing
their jobs. We are dedicating this
issue to thank all the essential
workers in our community and
hope that they will continue to get
recognized for their great work.

Thank You Mail Carriers

Thank you for
delivering our mail
every day despite the
risk of catching the
virus.

Xiomara Peraza is a mail
carrier for the Fullerton Post
Office.
From Abigail
Fisler, 4th Grade
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FULLERTON CONTINUES TO CELEBRATE
DAY OF MUSIC 2020 VIRTUALLY
“Play it Safe” for Small Businesses and Local Musicians to
Come Together to Host At-Home Concert Experiences

Artist Bret Price with his sculpture. Photo by May Nguyen

New Sculpture Garden
at the Muckenthaler
As there is still uncertainty regarding
when their art gallery will be able to
reopen, the Muckenthaler Cultural
Center is adding a sculpture garden on
its lawn so people can still enjoy art, at
a safe distance, outdoors. The first
sculptures were installed on May 8, and
they are by local artist Bret Price. The
first piece that went up is called
"Godot.”
Bret Price is a contemporary sculptor
who uses monumental steel. Throughout
his career, Price has been interested in
the challenges of raw material against
the forces of nature, first beginning his

explorations in clay and gradually working up in size and complexity to reach
heights of 35 feet and weights of up to
7.5 tons. Whether the work is large or
small, Bret’s focus is to convey an unexpected sense of movement and balance.
Price has been collected by both public and private collectors throughout the
United States, Europe, and Asia, notably
the Smithsonian American Art Museum
and the Pepsico Collection in New York.
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center is
located at 1201 West Malvern Avenue in
Fullerton. For more information, visit
www.TheMuck.org.

Library Offering Curbside Pickup
It is now possible to reserve items
from the library and pick them up curbside. Here are the steps to pick up materials:
Step One: The first step is to select
materials. You need to use the catalog to
search for items available and then call
the Library. The catalog can be accessed
by visiting the website, www.fullertonlibrary.org. The phone number to call is
(714) 738-6333.
Step Two: Be sure to have your
library card barcode number available.
Once items are retrieved, staff will
check out materials to your library card
and put them in a bag.
You will be notified by phone when
your materials are ready and you can
schedule a pickup time at this time.
Please wait to come to the library until
you receive a notification that your
items are ready for pickup.
Give us a call when you're in the designated parking spot by the front door,
and staff will take care of the rest.
Step Three: Contactless curbside
pickup

When you arrive at your scheduled
time, staff will bring your bagged materials outside and place them on a cart for
contactless delivery.
To support social distancing efforts,
curbside pickup is operating with limited staff. Staff will fill your requests as
quickly as possible; we ask for your
patience as we cannot guarantee same
day service.
Grab your bag and enjoy!
For your safety and the safety of
library staff, please continue to follow
personal protective guidelines, including social distancing, when using FPL’s
curbside pickup service.
If you need to return items at this
time, please wait until staff has returned
to the library and then you may
approach the external return slot.
Monday-Friday, 1pm-4pm. By
appointment only. Call 714-738-6333 or
email info@fpl.org. Check Facebook,
Instagram, and YouTube pages regularly
for the latest news and information
regarding virtual programs.

For 6 years, Day of Music Fullerton COVID-19 outbreak and the Stay-at(DoMF) has offered music concerts Home order have dealt a deafening blow
across more than 40 venues in Fullerton to music festivals of all kinds, including
and Orange County on June 21, during DoMF and our Make Music Alliance
the Summer Solstice. DoMF takes place affiliates,” Hagman said. “Small busisimultaneously with similar festivities, nesses and organizations in Fullerton
currently in more than 1,000 cities glob- will leverage their social media channels
ally in celebration of Fête de la to provide a platform for musicians to
Musique. DoMF is a unique music festi- perform throughout the day. With social
val, it is open for anyone who wants to distancing being top of mind, the theme
take part.
of this year’s festival is “Play it Safe.”
Musicians of all ages and music genDay of Music Fullerton will be preres perform in parks, parking lots, sented to the community and the world
streets, restaurants, bars, retail shops, at large in a variety of ways:
houses of worship, and
Fox
Fullerton
Live
more. From high school
Streaming Center: The hisbands to marquee names,
toric Fox Theatre will be the
DoMF is performed by
site during the day for several
In response to
anyone, enjoyed by
(social distancing) live-toCOVID-19, live camera-only performances
everyone.
Day
of
Music
that will be streamed on Day
performances
Fullerton is a music festiof
Music
Fullerton’s
will be
val that anyone can
Facebook page.
broadcast
musically participate in,
Fullerton
Business
virtually in
and will still occur on
Venues: In the past, Fullerton
June 21. In response to
businesses have been the
a variety
COVID-19 live performbackbone of venues for Day
of ways.
ances will be broadcast
of Music performances. This
virtually in a variety of
year they are as important as
ways.
ever and Day of Music hopes
DoMF prioritizes the
to provide much needed takehealth and well-being of the public dur- out and delivery business for them by
ing this challenging time. The organiza- providing several options to participate.
tion believes that people can experience They can have bands livestream perthis year’s festival in the comfort of their formances to the establishment’s
own homes while still practicing social Facebook page, bands can send videos
distancing. Although locals may not be of their performances to have the venue
able to come together in public spaces— “Premiere” the video at a certain time,
as has been done historically—support- and in some instances, a solo act can
ers of the festival may still tune in, con- livestream from the venue on the
nect with the community online, and venue’s Facebook page.
enjoy a wide array of live performances.
Mass Appeal Events: DoMF is also
Day of Music also values community about participation. “Performed by anyand the music festival is held not solely one, enjoyed by everyone.” We’re workto encourage others to make music. Day ing with venues, sponsors and suppliers
of Music Fullerton encourages people to to make instruments available for pickvisit and support these local businesses up and connecting with musicians to
that have helped by welcoming musi- offer online instruction via video confercians to perform at their venue in the encing, Social Media outlets, etc.
past as well as this year, virtually.
Bash the Trash: Folks will be encour“With Day of Music going on its sixth aged to make music with what they were
year, 2020 is particularly important going to throw out. Find that next new
because of what everyone is going sound in your trashcan and share with
through and music is a source of good others what magic you created.
feelings for everyone,” Scott Hagman,
Porch Fest: People who play instruPresident of Day of Music Fullerton, ments, sing, etc. can perform from the
said. “In the last few years, schools, front of their homes so neighbors can
cafés, restaurants, bars, and bands have enjoy while social distancing.
reached out to us and have enjoyed hostDay of Music Fullerton is also looking
ing and performing for the community. to hear from everyone participating.
Now we have to reach into the commu- How will you be spending your Make
nity where people are in their homes in Music Day?
order to bring the magic of Day of
Connect Socially:
Music to them. The show must go on.”
Facebook:
With the music festival traditionally
www.facebook.com/thedayofmusic
occurring on the same date as Summer
Instagram: info@thedayofmusic.com
Solstice, the Board has chosen not to
Website: thedayofmusic.com
postpone the event. “Unfortunately, the
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Local Comic Shop Owner Pays it
Forward to Elementary Schools
ward through a retailer group on
Facebook. He opened the program up to
Fullerton elementary students picked everyone so anyone could give whatever
up their lunches from school as usual amount they wanted, as opposed to only
last week and were astonished when allowing larger contributions.
staff asked if they’d like a special addiFullerton’s friendly neighborhood
tion to their meal: a complimentary Spider-Man gave credit where credit is
comic book.
due when asked about making the
“Comic books are
comic-lunch distributions
making those kids
happen. “I reached out to the
smile really big,” Dr.
district to kind of pitch the
Ginger Frady, principal
idea of the program...just to
So far,
of
Orangethorpe
go to the elementary schools,
Muñoz has
Elementary School,
the libraries, and the hospisaid.
tals,” Muñoz said. “But the
been able to
The Fullerton School
idea of distributing with
give roughly
District began distriblunches wasn't even my idea.
2,600 comics
uting comics with
That was my mom's. She
to local
lunches on Tuesday,
was the one who pointed it
May 5. Each elemenout to me and was like, ‘Hey,
elementary
tary
school
has
the schools are still giving
schools.
received one box conout lunches. What if you
taining roughly 240
were to also hand out comic
books.
books?’ That's it. That's a
The heroes of this
pretty good idea.”
story? None other than
Muñoz considers comics
Comic Hero University owner, Enrique to be just as important as classical literMuñoz and his shop’s supporters, whom ature. They’re not only entertaining, but
he refers to online as his “fellow educational in that they can help chilheroes.”
dren who struggle with reading compreMuñoz launched a pay-it-forward pro- hension.
gram at the beginning of April to contin“When I was younger, I couldn't comue a revenue stream. Donations have prehend the English language. I was a
been used to purchase comics that will Spanish speaker first. I had trouble
go to elementary schools, public speaking the language, and I had trouble
libraries and hospitals. So far, Muñoz reading the language. It wasn't until I
has been able to give roughly 2,600 bought my very first Spider-Man comic
comics to local elementary schools. book. There was something about the
There are currently 1,500 comic books picture with the word that really kind of
pending district approval and another set it off for me,” Muñoz said. “If it
1,500 that he plans to donate.
worked for me, I think it could work for
Muñoz became inspired to pay it for- somebody else.”
by Yvonne Villasenor

was helping a ton of other businesses,
you know, lot of other friends who were
going through this.
So, the best way to describe it was it
So, we just waited in line. And
was like waiting in line at a baseball
because we just started dealing with
game for hot dogs. And, you’re waiting
multiple people, it’s almost like just getin this line and 3 people get their hot
ting multiple places in line. And, we
dogs and then they announce, “Sorry, all
don’t really know which one is first, so
the hot dogs are gone.”
we went to a place
And those 3 people, they
called Lendio. And this
were the Lakers and
guy was the only one
McDonalds. These are not
who was just willing.
I
can
only
use
small businesses. So they
He seemed hungry. He
it to pay salaries,
came up and just stole all
was like, “I can get you
the money from us, and
rent, and utilities.
the money. Let me help
all these small businesses
to keep the
you.” And he was really
were waiting in line woneager. The eagerness
business
going.
dering, What’s going on?
kind of scared me,
The money can’t
So, basically, what we
I’m a pretty
found out was you just
be used to ‘up’ my because
skeptical person, but he
had to STAY IN LINE. business; it can only
was so eager, and I
And the line didn’t
looked them up and they
be
used
to
keep
it
change; you didn’t lose
had some bad reviews. I
going, to save it.
your place waiting for the
talked to my accountant
next bunch of money. But
and he said, “Look up
some people left the line.
U.S. Bank, or any
Maybe they thought it just
bank.” So I did and
wasn’t going to happen. I
every one of them had bad reviews. I
believe once your application was in,
mean, they’re banks. They make loans,
you were in.
they deal with money so they get bad
reviews.
I heard a lot of people couldn’t even
What I think Lendio did was to get
get applications.
everything ready—all the paperwork
Oh, man. It was so gnarly. It really
done, get all their ducks in a row and
helped that my accountant was also
then they waited for the second stimulus
working for a construction company—
money for small businesses to come
this company in Anaheim that wasn’t hit
through and then the government just
super hard, but they immediately started
handed it out. Everyone that was preaplosing accounts—so he was learning a
proved started receiving money; the line
lot from working for them and they were
started moving again. I think that’s why
being taken more seriously because they
this guy was so eager; he was working
were a slightly bigger company than
on getting a lot of smaller people. You
what I am. He was learning a lot and he

One Local Business Owner’s Story
Tim Hendricks lives in Fullerton and
owns 2 businesses, Classic Tattoo on
Harbor Blvd in downtown Fullerton,
and Saltwater Tattoo Supply, an online
tattoo supply company that sells handmade (by him) tattoo machines, inks,
needles, gloves, etc. I sat down with Tim
to ask about his experience in applying
for a PPP loan to keep his tattoo shop
going.
So, you tried the first time at the
very beginning, getting a small business loan from the government?
We tried at the very beginning with
U.S. Bank, our bank, because no one
knew how crazy this was going to get.
Did you have a hard time getting
applications?
No, everything was fine. We applied
fine. The problem was we couldn’t get
anyone to get back to us and we kept
going in circles with them. Each time we
filled out one step there was always
another and it never seemed to go anywhere. I mean, I’m still getting emails
right now from them saying basically,
“We have insufficient paperwork to put
this through…” My accountant just gave
up. He started applying with everyone.
He was going through middlemen, to
anyone, any bank, any person. We were
getting ads popping up on our phones
and he was like, “I’ll try them, too. I’ll
try with anyone.” So, he literally tried
with everyone because what he was
starting to realize was that it was first
come, first served ‘til the money runs
out.

Photo by Eli Hebert.
The comic book that students are cur- expressed great appreciation for
rently picking up is DC’s “Year of the Muñoz’s contribution. “We really thank
Villain,” an entry level comic book Enrique for doing this. We’re grateful
Muñoz and the district are using to see for this community. We have so many
how well the program works.
good people from our community who
Pam Chow is the project liaison in the step forward during a crisis—business
superintendent's office for the Fullerton owners, nonprofits, churches—and realSchool District. She acknowledged that ly make a difference,” Pletka said. “That
without Muñoz’s donation, comics definitely goes noticed, and Enrique’s a
might otherwise be unavailable to stu- part of making a difference in the lives
dents and that the district is intent on of our students.”
helping kids find and explore their pasMuñoz has comics already set aside
sions.
for libraries and is in the process of find“This is just such a great, generous ing a means to provide them to children
donation. It's so cute; a car just drove by in hospitals. According to Muñoz,
and you can hear the little kids saying, Comic Hero University will receive new
‘Yay, yay, yay!’ so that's heartwarming,” comics and conduct business “as close
Chow said. “It's actions like these where to normal” beginning on Wednesday,
the kids are able to get something that May 20. The store is located at 1001 S.
they're so excited about when there's so Lemon St., Fullerton, CA 92832.
much that they don't have access to right
Anyone who would like to be a part of
now. For their happiness—that just hits Comic Hero University’s pay-it-forward
the right spot.”
program is encouraged to contact the
Chow has left it up to schools to deter- shop at (949) 424-3768 or comichermine when they will distribute their por- ou@gmail.com. Donations can be made
tion of comics.
using cash, credit/debit card, PayPal,
Superintendent of the Fullerton and Venmo.
School District, Dr. Bob Pletka,

know, we were getting missed and
skipped, these smaller businesses. The
interest rates on these loans (it started at
.5% then it was upped to 1%) was so low
that basically the banks were reluctant to
cooperate.
With this PPP money, (and we’re pretty sure I’ve been approved; I just don’t
know when I’ll get the money) I’m not
allowed to just take this money and do
whatever I want with it. I have to make
a strict accounting of how I spend it. I
can’t use it to buy inventory. I can only
use it to pay salaries, rent, and utilities to
keep the business going. The money
can’t be used to ‘up’ my business; it can
only be used to keep it going, to save it,
through all this, the shutdown.
But wouldn’t you need to buy inventory to keep it going?
No, I’m not allowed. So, we’re not
taking more money than we need. If I
take out 100 grand and I only use, say 40
or 50 grand of it in the next couple of
months, I have to give back the remainder of the money or pay it back in two
years at 1% interest. And, as I said, I
have to prove what I spent it on if I want
the loan to be forgiven. It’s a forgivable
loan. You don’t have to pay any of it
back as long as you use it for what
you’re supposed to—rent, salaries, etc.
If you and your employees are all on
unemployment right now, does that
mean you have to stop the unemployment once the money comes through
from the PPP?
Yes, we have to stop the unemployment.
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COMMUNITY OPINIONS

Out of My Mind
by Jon Dobrer © 2020

SICK PEOPLE IN A SICK ECONOMY:
THE PATIENTS RUN OUT OF PATIENCE
Is it critical if the COVID-19 virus is remember the good will of the early
Asian or Italian? No. What's critical is days. We should recall how we, as a
that COVID-19 has no nationality, rec- nation, came together after 9/11. We
ognizes no borders or faiths, and while it know that our post-9/11 unity did not
may threaten to kill 2% of us, it's divid- last. We quickly fractured into political
ing nearly 100% of us. This is a great sides.
tragedy.
We are right to feel our way of life
Being in this together was comforting being threatened and curtailed. We don’t
at the start, but we ran out of patience know when things will get better, when
even as the number of infected was still there will be more effective treatments
rising. We have gotten “chippy,” judg- and a vaccine. We don’t even know if,
mental, and intolerant of
when we do open up
each other. We have let
again, what we will do.
armed men (of course
We can predict more peomen) intimidate busiple will get sick and die as
nesses and even confront
we come out of our semiAs we come
legislators.
seclusion. There will be a
out into the
We have unnecessarily
trade-off between safety
divided politically, makand the economy. We will
sunshine,
ing the “right” not to
trade lives for jobs.
we must
wear a mask and to
This is an agonizing
understand
ignore social separation
moral calculus. But it is
that the economy
directives some kind of
not obscene to discuss
intrinsic American freeand debate. Every miliand the disease
dom. The classic definitary leader tries to calcucannot be
tion of the limitation of
late the objectives balseparated.
freedom is that “my freeanced with the human
dom ends at your nose.”
costs. “Is this amphibious
In other words, my freeassault
worth
it?”
dom does not extend to
Industries calculate danharming or threatening
gers
and
fatalities.
you. Ignoring separaFamously, Ford Pinto
tion, sheltering, masking, and quaran- decided that it was cheaper to pay for
tines put others at risk of harm and even wrongful deaths from rear-end collideath.
sions and fires, than spend $5 to put a
But this is not simply right versus left. rubber bladder in the gas tank. We trade
Some Orthodox Jewish communities in 30,000 lives a year for our freedom to
New York have ignored social separa- drive fast, while we could mandate
tion, and one Rabbi has been arrested. smaller and lighter vehicles that wouldSeveral Evangelical churches have also n’t go faster than 40 mph.
ignored the directives and been cited.
If I calculate the cost benefit of going
Some businesses—from bars to Tesla— to a bar and am willing to trade your life
have simply ignored the directives.
for a drink, I’m a monster. But what if
For some, their objection is not want- I’m willing to risk my life and, yes,
ing to be ordered around. To others, it is yours for the bartender’s livelihood, the
the understandable fear of the economic owner’s business, and the landlord not
consequences of not being able to work, getting foreclosed? It gets complicated.
earn a living, pay the rent, and buy groThe old (as of two months ago) wisceries. Maybe they believe that the risk dom was that COVID-19 kills the old
is low enough that they feel driven to get and spares the young. This may not be
back to work. They legitimately fear los- true. The old wisdom was this was
ing their work, savings, and homes. All mainly a respiratory disease, like MERS
of this is going to happen to some, per- (Middle
Eastern
Respiratory
haps to many. I sympathize with their Syndrome). Now we see inflammation
fears but not when they manifest them in of the vascular system, thromboses leaddenial and anger.
ing to strokes, and damage to the heart
How should we act? We should and kidneys. The more we understand,

MID MAY

2020

the more complicated the disease gets.
As we come out into the sunshine, we
must understand that the economy and
the disease cannot be separated. They
are woven together—warp and woof.
We cannot come back to work with no
schools. But if kids are getting sick, will
we send them to school or even university? Even if given permission to
emerge, will we go to a crowded movie
theater or stadium? Hell, will we get on
an elevator with a bunch of strangers?
We will all make different decisions
on these important matters. Some will
be moral calculations and some financial. We will array ourselves along a
spectrum—from people who want to be
hermetically sealed away from the
world to people in total denial that this is
real and not a hoax. Most of us will
move back and forth across the midpoint. And many of us will judge and
criticize people who take different positions from our own.
This is the Wisdom of the late comedian, George Carlin, who said, “Anyone
who drives faster than I do is a maniac.
Anyone slower is an idiot.” This implies
that only I am perfect. For most of us,
reacting to those not at the far end of the
spectrum but quivering around the middle, we should avoid the belief that they
are maniacs or idiots. We should remember we are in this together.

Community
Continuity
Receiving your paper in the mailbox
every other Tuesday provides the best
evidence of community continuity I can
think of. Thank you Sharon and Jesse
and all the other wonderful volunteer
reporters for keeping on keeping on
(yeah, sixties lingo, I know). I want to
add you all to the long, long list of local
Fullerton heroes of the Corona era.
When we all can finally jettison our
facemasks, let’s burn them in a big citywide bonfire (safely controlled) and
roast marshmallows!!!
Leslie Allen
Fullerton

HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion
pages provide a free forum for
the community. The Observer
welcomes letters on any subject
of interest. Opinions are those of
the writer. We must verify your
identity, but we allow initials
only and town to be printed if
desired, or anonymous in print if
a reasonable case can be made
as to why that is necessary.
Opinions sent to us without
name, address and phone number will not be printed. Due to
space issues shorter letters have
a better chance of getting in.
Please add your contact information so we can verify.
Thanks!
contact@fullertonobserver.com

The Early June 2020 issue will
hit the stands on June 1.
SUBMISSION & AD
DEADLINE: May 25.

or mail to: Fullerton
Observer,
PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834
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COMMUNITY OPINIONS

Problems With Fullerton City Council’s New
eComment Feature for its Virtual Meetings
As you know, due to COVID-19,
Fullerton’s City Council’s Meetings are
now virtual, online.
Consequently, its public comments
section for the public to address issues
before the City Council has also moved
online. The feature is called an
eComment.
First, you need to sign up with
ESIGN. Then once you have an account,
you go back to the eComment feature
and designate whether you oppose,
approve, etc. of what’s been listed.
Then, you can make an eComment.
However, the eComment section has
room for only 500 characters, not 500
words. That’s about 2 sentences, 3 at the
most.
My document “Objection”
to
Fullerton’s new Short-Term Rental
Ordinance Amendment was over 2700
characters, including statistics, other
data, relevant links to studies/articles,
too many characters, too long for the
given space in eComment.
What to do? I had to shorten my
Document to 500 characters, in the
process, diluting my argument and any
relevant information to a couple of bullet points. With only 2 or 3 sentences to
state your approval, opposition or nei-

ther on a city of Fullerton Agenda item,
the e-Comment/Public Comment is
worthless.
How is the new eComment feature a
substitute for what was once an in-person 3-minute public comment?
I feel Fullerton’s City Council needs
to review changes to its eComment feature to enhance the Public’s right to
comment on Agenda items during this
pandemic.
The eComment Section is not working!
Same with the Orange County Board
of Supervisors. You can email your
Public
Comments
now
to
response@ocgov.com BUT YOU
DON’T GET A RESPONSE. Your email
just seems to go into Never-Neverland!
You don’t know if anyone reads it, if
your comment is entered into the official
record of the meeting, nada!
These two new features, eComment
and Response are two new ways this
pandemic has upended a constituent’s
right to full representation/participation
in one’s government processes.
And, not in a good way.
Susan Petrella
Fullerton

Reopen Schools
I urge the Fullerton School Board to
move forward with plans to re-open our
schools for the upcoming school year.
Statewide, no one under 25 has died of
COVID-19. In Sweden, where schools
remain open, no schoolkids have died
and there have been no cases of studentto-teacher transmission. In Fullerton,
only five have died--all over 70--out of
140,000 people, a death rate of just
00.003%. Countywide rates are similarly minuscule.
Closing schools has taken a huge toll
on our children's education, as well as
their mental, physical, and social development. "Distance Learning" is a temporary stop-gap that is not sustainable. The
computer screen is no substitute for the
classroom.
Our kids have lost not only their
schools, but organized sports, playgrounds, beaches, libraries, and family
vacations. Many of their parents have

lost their jobs. While COVID-19 cases
may persist, neglecting our kids’ educations poses a greater risk. We elderly
(I'm 70) can continue to take reasonable
precautions, but keeping kids out of
school will not make us safer.
On a personal note, I recall the polio
scare when I first entered Fern Drive
School in 1955. Polio struck down far
more kids than COVID-19 today, but the
schools remained open [Ed: distribution
of the polio vaccine began 1954].
Parents can continue to keep their children home all day if they choose, but the
parents I've talked to all want them back
in school. If education can elevate evidence over emotion and facts over fear,
let us be reassured by FDR's words that
"the only thing we have to fear is fear
itself."
--Chris Norby
Beechwood Parent of a 3rd Grader

Why Is Bruce Whitaker Hiding the Truth?
On May 10 an Opinion letter coauthored by Fullerton City Councilman
Bruce Whitaker was in the OC Register.
The letter was highly critical of
Fullerton Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald and
also of the mayor of Costa Mesa,
Katrina Foley, for coming up with a plan
to help cities in SoCal survive the economic effects of the pandemic. Why did
Whitaker VOTE TO SUPPORT THIS
PLAN, only to turn around and publicly
trash it? Why did he not mention his

supportive vote in his Opinion letter?
Whitaker has been on City Council 2
years longer than Fitzgerald, and under
his stewardship has accomplished nothing remarkable. Voting “NO” on almost
everything is not leadership. Voting
“YES” on something and then putting
out a public letter to trash it is two-faced
and despicable. Anyone surprised?
—Gretchen Cox
Fullerton

How Much do the Thunderbirds Cost?
A flyover by the Air Force’s
Thunderbirds squadron passed over
Fullerton on May 15 as a salute and
thank you to all healthcare workers, first
responders, and other essential personnel serving on the frontlines of the fight
against COVID-19.
According to the Washington Post,
each flight hour for the Blue Angels and
Thunderbird squadrons costs at least

$60,000. With flyovers planned for at
least 22 cities between both squadrons,
that's a rough cost of at least $1.32 million. Does each hour include from takeoff to landing? Landing where? Back in
Denver? Well, they are pretty fast.
JK
Fullerton
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RE: THE FULLERTON POLICE DEPARTMENT IN
THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS—EARLY MAY 2020
Dear Editor,
I was surprised when I read Chief
Robert Dunn’s comments in his interview when he said, “There has been no
increase in complaints about speeding
on Fullerton streets,” and “We have
managed to put more than the usual contingent of officers on the streets of
Fullerton.”
First of all, I know people have called
and complained. Some of my friends
have called the Police Department to
report the speeding problem so I know
people are reporting speeding issues.
Secondly, he implied that speeding hasn’t been a problem here, and if it were,
the many officers out there would have
noticed. Well, there IS a huge problem.
I often walk in the morning along

Orangethorpe Ave. between Euclid and
Brookhurst, and occasionally from
Harbor to even Magnolia and there is
lots of speeding and has been for the
past 2 or 3 months. The street has not
been crowded since the Stay-at-Home
order and these cars are going fast—up
to 80-90 miles an hour. There are cars
going 50-60 mph on Baker, which is residential. Last week, my husband and I
were driving west on Bastanchury from
Harbor and when we turned left on
Euclid, 4 cars zoomed past us heading
west on Bastanchury going at least 60 or
70 mph; it felt like they were racing.
And, just like on Orangethorpe, there
was no police presence to witness this.
TH
Fullerton

Re: Schools and Communities First
Here is my response to the letter to the
Editor from Gretchen Cox published in
the Early May issue.
Gretchen Cox’s opposition to my article in support of the Schools &
Communities First initiative simply
relies on lies and fear tactics. The
League of Women Voters of California
voted to support Schools &
Communities First only after careful and
detailed study.
This initiative will close commercial
property loopholes and end schemes that
big corporations and wealthy investors
have used to avoid paying their fair

share of property taxes for almost four
decades. At the same time, it will protect
ALL homeowners and renters by maintaining tax protections for all residential
property while leveling the playing field
for all businesses that already pay their
fair share. It is likely that passage of this
initiative, which affects only property
taxes, will protect all taxpayers from
future raises in taxes.
Pearl Mann,
President of League of Women Voters
of North Orange County

Overnight Parking---A Timeless Battle
in the City of Fullerton
Is the decades-old ban on overnight catches the attention of many family
residential parking in the city of households, there are other populations
Fullerton still a relevant and effective that may have to bear the consequences
measure? A handful of claims have been of the lift of this ban. Even if the ban
presented both in support and against were to remain in place, unsatisfied resthis ban, advocating both the conven- idents can petition for overnight parking
ience and accessibility of residents as exemptions by which an entire block
well as the safety and order of the City. could receive exempt-status if 50% of
Within the approximately 45,000 its residents sign off in support. The
households in Fullerton, California, gray area here is that many Fullerton
there are more than 60,000 residents neighborhoods are diverse in populawho utilize a car as their
tion, ranging from elderly
primary means of transsingles to large families,
portation to work. At minsuggesting a potential overIs the
imum, there could be 1.3
flow of vehicles on a given
cars per driveway of the decades-old ban street. Exemptions create a
average Fullerton houserisk of excessive parking on
on overnight
hold, not accounting for
a street, which would possiresidential
adults who do not combly block other residents’
parking still a
mute to work, do not use
access to their driveways.
relevant and
their vehicle to commute
Another potential communito work, nor for dependty that could experience
effective
ent drivers, seeing as high
these consequences is the
measure?
school-aged students are
street sweeping industry
not accounted for in the
workers; Fullerton residents
driver
demographics
are expected to keep their
logged by the Census. For 3-5 person street cleared of vehicles, debris, and
households (or perhaps even more), this heavy objects on sweeping days. Street
could easily pose a challenge down the sweeping becomes fundamentally inacroad. A family of 4---two parents and cessible when vehicles are parked on the
two dependent high school or college- street.
aged students---could potentially own as
Perhaps a compromise may be in
many as four separate cars, presenting a order. It may not be the case that lifting
conflict and a decision to make: to spend all overnight parking restrictions in the
thousands of dollars on a major drive- city of Fullerton is the most effective
way expansion project if there is space action, but maybe choosing to only tickto allow it, or to spend thousands on et residents if they violate street sweeprecurring overnight parking tickets. ing accessibility and on a complaintShould the city of Fullerton lift the ban basis for inappropriate and excessive
on overnight parking, this could spare abuse of the possible lifted restrictions
families the non-essential stress of try- could be a fair place to start.
ing to discern how to stack cars, packing
Mikayla Haugen
them into a two-car driveway.
Fullerton
While the convenience factor likely
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CHARLES LOREN DOLL
With the passing of Charles Loren
Doll on April 24, 2020, our community
lost a fair-minded, intelligent, and
insightful man. At his retirement, his
colleagues gave him a unique token . . .
a five-foot long walking stick they
dubbed his “Yoda Stick” in honor of his
reputation as a very wise man. Welldeserved!
Loren was born in
Portland, Oregon on
August 8, 1942. He
graduated from South
Eugene High School
and was educated as an
electrical engineer at
Oregon
State
University. After graduation, he served as an
engineer at the naval
yard in Bremerton,
WA. He soon went on
to earn a PhD in
Business from Purdue
University. After several years as a professor at the University of British
Columbia, he initiated a series of three
computer businesses before launching
LCPtracker, a computer software company in Orange, CA and watched it grow
from three employees to its current 100.
His interests included his devotion to
family and a passion for reading science
fiction and fantasy. He was a winning

bridge player, a fan of TV mystery
series, a devoted student of progressive
politics and naval history, and a very
enthusiastic traveler who had the privilege of visiting thirty-five countries over
time.
Loren also helped steer the course for
The Museum of Teaching and Learning
(MOTAL), serving for
eleven years as the secretary of the board of
directors. He was a
devoted and tireless
supporter.
Loren was preceded
in death by his father
Charles and his mother
Janet as well as his sisters Andrea and Beth
and his late wife,
Nelene. He is survived
by his wife Greta, his
children Ryan and
Garrick and daughterin-law Stacey, stepchildren Christina
and Paul, as well as grandchildren Jade
and Joshua and great-granddaughter
Aubrey. He will be missed terribly.
In lieu of flowers, please contribute to
The Museum of Teaching and Learning
(www.motal.org) or the American
Cancer Society (www.cancer.org) in
memory of Charles Loren Doll.

“Big Rick” Roberson
Rick Roberson was born July 7, 1947
to the late Luther and Vernita Roberson
in Memphis, Tennessee. He was the
third born of four children (Luther Jr.,
Jaqueline, and John).
As a young boy
growing up, he found
a passion and love
for the game of basketball. His dream
was playing for the
NBA. He would
practice in the rain
and snow from dawn
to dusk. By the time
he was 13, he grew
five inches in one
summer and the rest
is history.
At 16, he met the girl of his dreams,
Younette Denton (15). He vowed to her
that when he made it big he would come
back for her and marry her. Anyone who
knew Rick knows he always kept his
promises.
In 1965, Rick graduated from Mitchell
High School with a full scholarship to
the University of Cincinnati. He was
drafted to the NBA in 1969, in the first
round. Rick married Younette Denton on

July 20, 1969 and they had two children
together (Marcus and Tiana.)
After a seven year NBA run playing
for five professional teams which
included the Los Angeles
Lakers, Rick retired. He
went back to school,
earned his teachers credentials, and became a
special
education
teacher, coach, and mentor to under privileged
kids. Rick retired from
teaching in 1993 after a
freak accident at school
crushing his knee into 20
places.
On May 3, 2020, surrounded by family, Rick
peacefully passed away at home.
Precious memories of love, laughter,
giving, and kindness of Rick will forever be cherished in our hearts.
He leaves these cherished memories
with his wife Younette Roberson; son
Marcus Roberson; daughter Tiana
McCanless; grandchildren Alexandra,
Jordan, Marcus, Ryan, Ethan, Evelyn;
brother John Roberson; and nephews,
nieces, cousins, and friends.

ROBERT J FERGUSON
Robert J Ferguson (“Fergie”) passed
away March 12, 2020 in his Fullerton
home at the age of 88. Fergie first
moved to Fullerton at the young age of
two with his parents and sister from
Arkansas.
He attended Chapman
Elementary, Wilshire Jr. High and
Fullerton Union High School (FUHS)
where he met his lifelong sweetheart
Irene (Olson). Fergie was an outstanding athlete in both football and track.
After graduation he attended Fullerton
Junior College from 1949 to 1951. As a
freshman, he led the football team in
scoring and rushing and was selected to
Second Team All Eastern Conference.
He received the Art Nunn Memorial
Award which is given to the most inspirational athlete. While at FJC he and

Irene were married on March 17, 1951.
Recruited by Pepperdine, he continued
participating in Football and Track setting a national pole vault record and a
school record in the long jump. After
graduation, he continued his education
at USC graduating with a degree in
Physical Therapy.
He returned to Fullerton and established Fullerton Physical Therapy. He
continued to practice for 40+ years retiring in 2002. In 2007 Fergie and Irene
we inducted into the FUHS Wall of
Fame. He is survived by his wife of 68
years, Irene, sons; Rob Ferguson and
James Ferguson, daughters; Kelly
Autera and Torry O’Connor and spouses. As well as 10 grandchild, their
spouses and 16 great-grandchildren.
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Edys E. McIntosh
Edys Elaine McIntosh (formerly Edys
Morrow) of Placentia passed away
Wednesday, the 6th of May; she was 91
years old. Edys was born June 12, 1928
in Aledo, Illinois. As a child, she grew
up and attended school in Joy, Illinois.
She was a top pianist, trumpet player,
and vocalist, and played on the high
school girls’ basketball team as well.
Edys performed in many community
events to include the summer time
weekly
“Saturday
Night Band in the
Park” in the 1930s and
40s in Joy. She was a
longtime member of
the Joy Methodist
Church, performing as
a vocalist in the
church choir, and was
always an active participant in all church
activities.
Upon graduation
from high school,
Edys attended MacMurray College in
northcentral Illinois where she received
her bachelor’s degree in education.
While taking a summer school class, she
met her husband to be, Edwin McIntosh.
Edys and Edwin fell in love and were
married a few years later in the Joy
Methodist Church; they were married
for 65 loving years. Soon after, they both
decided to move to California. They settled in Orange County where Edys
became a teacher in Fullerton.
Edys earned her master’s degree from
Whittier College while teaching at
Raymond Elementary School for many
years. In the mid-sixties, she was pro-

moted to director of federal projects for
the district. President Johnson’s administration had initiated a variety of federal
school programs and Edys managed and
executed many of these programs for the
Fullerton School District. Edys missed
working with kids, so after more than 10
years at the district, she opted to go back
to the classroom at Ladera Vista Junior
High; a truly wonderful experience for
her. She retired after 50 rewarding years
of being an educator in
Fullerton.
Edys raised her son
Chris and was an enthusiastic supporter of all his
athletic activities and
goals throughout his
teenage and college years.
When Chris became an
Army Officer, married,
and had kids, Edys travelled all over the world to
be with her grandchildren
and they as well came to
visit their grandma in California. These
were some of the most enjoyable times
of her life.
Edys was an active member in the
“Daughters
of
the
American
Revolution” (DAR) organization as well
as “Delta Kappa Gamma,” a retired
teacher’s organization. Edys made many
great friends in these two organizations.
These friends and the two organizations’
contributions to the community were a
very important aspect of her life.
Edys is survived by her son Chris,
daughter-in-law Brigitte, and her 3
grandchildren, Christine, Ryan, and
Catherine.

ANTHONY “TONY” VISCONTI
On April 24, 2020, Anthony “Tony”
Visconti died peacefully in his home in
Fullerton, California; he was surrounded
by loving family.
Tony was born in the Bronx, NY, to
Paul
Visconti
and
Magdalena
(Dequino). He was a graduate of
William Howard Taft High School.
During World War II, Tony’s brothers
enlisted in the armed forces. Although
underage, Tony wanted to serve his
country, too. Without telling his parents,
Tony enlisted in the United States
Marine Corps, at the age of 17. In
February 1945, Tony participated in the
invasion of Iwo Jima.
On June 28, 1947, Tony Visconti and
Louise Sebastian were married at St.
Angela Merici, Bronx, NY. They settled
into a home on Wensley Road, in
Plainview, and raised three sons: Glenn,
Brian, and Wayne. In 1969, the family
relocated to La Mirada, California. Tony
found work as a county road inspector.
He retired as a Senior Chief Inspector

for LA County Dept. of Public Works.
Throughout his life, Tony remained a
devout Catholic. He belonged to the
parishes of Our Lady of Mercy, in
Plainview, NY; Beatitudes of Our Lord,
in La Mirada, CA; and St. Juliana
Falconieri, in Fullerton, CA.
He cherished his family and was a
devoted grandfather. His ability to communicate was transgenerational: everyone (from friends to grandkids) enjoyed
spending time in his presence.
Tony is preceded in death by his parents Paul and Magdalena; his older sister
Jenny Visconti; his brothers, Frank, Joe,
Sam, and Vito; his wife of 62 years,
Louise; and his middle son Brian
(Christine) Visconti. Tony is survived by
his sons Glenn (Nina) Visconti and
Wayne (Lyla) Visconti, his grandchildren Kristopher (Katie) Visconti, Tim
(Marynes) Visconti, Daniel Visconti,
Michael Visconti, Drew Visconti, Sean
Visconti, Lauren Visconti, and greatgrandson Jacob.

Guadalupe Louise Ramey
Guadalupe Louise Ramey, 89, of
Fullerton, CA, passed away at Anaheim
Memorial Hospital. She received Last
Rights with her son, Philip and granddaughter, Sarah Callan at her side.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Laverne; grandchildren Thomas
James Kennedy, Sandra Stertz, Toby
Lara, and Mark Lee Ramey.
She is survived by her daughter, Linda
Kennedy and sons, Peter Ramey and
Philip Ramey. Still living are 11 grandchildren, 22 great-grandchildren and 1
great-greatgrandchild. She is also survived by her brother, John Gutierrez and

sister, Jeannie Gutierrez-Bruington, both
living in Eugene, Oregon.
Guadalupe retired 24 years ago from
Bridgford Foods with 31 years of service. She enjoyed spending time with
family and gardening. She was a lover
of flowers. Until four years ago, she
kept active with water aerobics 2 to 3
times a week.
Memorial services were held on
Saturday, March 21 at McAulay &
Wallace Mortuary, in Fullerton, and was
laid to rest following service at Loma
Vista Memorial Park in Fullerton.
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Police-involved Shooting
Under Investigation Continued from front page
At that point, “an officer involved
shooting occurred,” according to the
press release, a standard phrase used by
police following such instances. The
FPD has not made clear whether one or
more officers fired at and/or struck the
knife-wielding man, only that officers
began First Aid and CPR “immediately,”
and that the man was taken to a “local
trauma center” by the Fullerton Fire
Dept., where he was pronounced dead.
Police released a photo of a large knife
reported to have been “recovered” from
the scene (at right).
FPD did not release the name of the
suspect, and are “working to confirm”
the identity of the deceased. A department spokesperson declined to offer any
more information about the shooting,
including identifying the officer(s)
involved, whether drugs or alcohol were
involved, where the two men resided, or
if there were other witnesses to the
shooting.
FPD has not released any video or
audio captured either by police vehicle
dashboard cameras or the body cameras
officers are required to activate during
police activities, and declined to say
whether or not they planned to do so
eventually.
A seven-second video appearing to
have been taken from down the street at
the time of the shooting was posted on
Twitter and indistinctly shows activity
near the lights of the intersection and
captures the sounds of eight gunshots.
The video posted to YouTube by OC
Hawk includes footage of the scene after
the shooting, and an interview with a
man who lives nearby and witnessed at
least part of the incident. The man specifies in the video that the man with the
knife was in a vehicle at the time officers began ordering him to drop the
knife, and that the man appeared not to
speak English, leading to another officer
issuing orders in Spanish. The witness
estimated that six or seven officers stood
“in a line” trying to get the man out of
the car, and that an officer announced
that he had a beanbag-loaded shotgun.
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The witness thought he heard shouts
of “drop the knife,” saying that he
assumed the individual had a knife, but
then says that the man was “showing it
to the officers.” He was “not sure if he
was showing it to the officers as a sign
that, ‘I have a knife, please don’t shoot,’
or if it was, ‘I have a knife don’t come
close to me or anything,’ so those details
are still unclear at this time. The knifewielding man then reportedly exited the
car, leading officers to shout warnings to
him. The man turned around and started
running, at which point “all the shots
came,” according to the witness. The
witness first stated that the knife-wielding man was running in the “opposite
direction” from the police officers, but
then said he was not sure whether the
man was running towards police or not,
saying that it “was a little blurry.”
It is not clear if all of the bullets fired
hit the man.
Police request anyone with information about the incident to contact them at
(714) 738-6800. Anonymous tips can be
provided by calling OC Crime Stoppers
at 1(855) TIP-OCCS.
More than a week after the shooting,
FPD has still declined to tell The
Observer whether the deceased or the
other man in the incident were residents
of Fullerton, if drugs or alcohol were
involved, how many officers fired at the
deceased, and other queries. FPD also
declined to identify the man shot and
killed because his next of kin had not yet
been notified of his death. Sgt. Bridges
referred to the investigation of the incident as ongoing, with a Critical Incident
Community Briefing expected within
the next 60 days.

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since 2014.

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call (714) 525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $15 for 50 words or less
per issue. Payment is by check only. The Observer assumes no liability for
ads placed here. However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a
service, please let us know at (714) 525-6402. Call City Hall at (714) 7386531 to inquire about business licenses. For contractor license verification go
to the California State Contractor License Board website at
www.cslb.ca.gov.

WANT TO BUY

EMPLOYMENT

Wanted: TECH BOOKS

CASE WORKER

Engineering, physics, mathematics,
electronics, aeronautics, welding, woodworking, HVAC, metalworking and
other types of technical books purchased. Large Collections (25+ books)
Preferred. Please call Deborah
(714) 528-8297

HOME REPAIR
LICENSED HOME SERVICES

Man Charged in String of Commercial
Burglaries near Downtown Fullerton
A 29-year-old man has been charged
with multiple felonies for breaking into
eight closed businesses in downtown
Fullerton, causing more than $10,000 in
losses.
Lowell Anderson has been charged
with eight counts of burglary in the second degree and one felony count of
acquisition or retaining of personal identifying information, with a prior conviction. He has also been charged with one
misdemeanor count of resisting a public
or peace officer. He faces a maximum
sentence of nine years if convicted on all
counts.

Anderson is accused of breaking into
the closed businesses from March 29 to
April 30.

Lowell Anderson

Roofing, Dry Rot, Windows, Doors,
Patio Covers, Fences, Gates
CSLB #744432.
Free estimates (714) 272-8702

Need Part-Time Caseworker. Skills:
communicate well with volunteers and
seniors, know office computer systems
and social services support. Bilingual
Spanish is desirable. Starting salary
$15- $20 based on qualifications. Meals
on Wheels of Fullerton, Inc. Website
http://mowfullerton.org
Send resume to
president@mowfullerton.org
ASAP, no later than 4/27/2020.
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Our Neighbors Who Died in Orange County
Homeless During the Month of April 2020
Thirty four people died without fixed abode in April, which is much higher than
last April, when 19 people without fixed abode died in Orange County. OC's homeless are dying at a rate 44-50% higher than last year during this time of the COVID19 crisis.
(Source: O. C. Coroner’s Office)

Retiring Editor Sharon Kennedy, current Youth Page Editor Francine Vudoti and
contributor Katie Hong, and new Editor Jesse La Tour at the Young Observer
Award Ceremony Francine organized in late 2019.

Passing the Paper to a New Crew
by Sharon Kennedy
The all volunteer-produced Fullerton
Observer was started over 42 years ago
by my parents the late Ralph and Natalie
Kennedy and a group of friends including Roy and Irene Kobayashi who are
the only remaining founders still working on the paper. Over the years it has
attracted many excellent writers and
behind the scenes contributors.
Over twenty years ago I inherited the
editor/publisher position at the Fullerton
Observer from my father, the founding
editor/publisher. He had spent the last
year of his life teaching me how to run
the not-for-profit organization and I
have felt much joy in carrying it on
along with all the wonderful contributors.
A few years ago I realized that for the
paper to continue into the next genera-

tion it would need a younger crew. The
paper has many moving parts and each
contributor helps make it the treasure it
is for our town so I needed to find the
right person to head it. I invited a longtable group of the most interesting people who I hoped would be up to the mission. Everyone was interested in contributing but only one person stepped up
to actually learn how to run the organization. That person is Jesse La Tour.
Though Jesse had many interests at
the time, including being a busy college
English professor, founder of Fullerton
ArtWalk, head of Hibbleton Art Gallery,
and more, he carved out time to learn the
job over the past few years and I am now
officially retiring and passing the Editor
position on to him. I feel the paper is in
good hands as it moves into the next
generation and then generations to
come.

Daniel Hoffman died April 1 in Huntington Beach
Michael Tokars died April 3 in Newport Beach
Stevi Crothers died April 5 in Stanton
David Portney died April 6 in Costa Mesa
Rose Kelley died April 6 in Laguna Beach
Mark Swanson died April 8 in Stanton
Rudy Sanchez died April 8 in Fullerton
Jerry Gross died April 9 in Garden Grove
Thomson Vo died April 10 in Laguna Hills
Michael Nyhus died April 11 in Fountain Valley
Martin House died April 14 in Garden Grove
Mario Porres died April 14 in Buena Park
Todd Megna died April 14 in Orange
Rick Davis died April 14 in Newport Beach
George Acevedo died April 15 in Santa Ana
Ruben Magdaleno died April 15 in Fullerton
Miguel Jimenez died April 16 in Anaheim
Elizabeth Nealon died April 17 in Fullerton
William Trudgeon died April 17 in Laguna Hills
Samantha Kilburn died April 18 in Irvine
Mario Crumpacker died April 18 in Costa Mesa
Tuan Nguyen died April 21 in Fountain Valley
Noe Garcia died April 21 in Fullerton
Emily Jones died April 22 in Santa Ana
Linda Grajeda died April 22 in Orange
Richard Comfort died April 22 in Westminster
Cheryl Leonard died April 22 in Santa Ana
William McGuckie died April 23 in Anaheim
Steven Martin died April 23 in Anaheim
Samuel Balch died April 25 in Garden Grove
Brian Eschbach died April 26 in Orange
Gerard Kelly died April 27 in Orange
Patrick Linaugh died April 30 in Garden Grove
John Younggren died April 30 in Orange

COMMUNITY RESOURCES
HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY, ETHEL!
by Darrell Robinson
Long time Fullerton resident Ethel
Loretta Robinson celebrates her 100th
Birthday on May 28. After having her
party with friends and
family cancelled due to
the pandemic, Loretta
made the next best
choice. On Saturday,
May 30
at 1pm,
Loretta will be sitting
at the entrance of
Fullerton Fountains
Senior Residence on
Wilshire and will be
waving to fellow residents, family and
friends as they keep a
safe space walking down the sidewalk or
driving by in front of her. Being a very
social person, she is very upset not being
able to mingle with everyone. After
arriving in Fullerton from Oklahoma at

the age of 17, she gained a lot of friends.
She was married to her husband, Clyde
for 52 years, and has a daughter Carole
and son Darrell. During WWII, she
worked at Vultee Production Line making aircraft parts,
which was the very
first time women were
working in those positions. She also worked
at Kirkhill Rubber and
for many years at Pic &
Save in Fullerton.
Loretta is a long time
poet and has been writing for birthdays, holidays, and tragedies.
Some of her family
coming to greet her
hail from Arizona, Virginia, Texas, and
Illinois. Congratulations have been
received from our Fullerton Mayor
Fitzgerald, Senator Feinstein, and
President Trump.

City of Fullerton
COVID-19 Website
www.cityoffullerton.com/gov/departments/city_manager/public_information/novel_coronavirus
Meals On Wheels Fullerton
www.mowfullerton.org
Dine Fullerton
www.dinefullerton.com

211 OC Website
www.211oc.org
OC Office of Aging Hotline
1-800-510-2020
Office On Aging Website
www.officeonaging.ocgov.com
California Department of Health
www.cdph.ca.gov

Orange County COVID-19 Hotline
833-426-6411
Orange County COVID-19 Website
www.occovid19.ochealthinfo.com

California State
COVID-19 Website
www.covid19.ca.gov

australianswimschool.com

