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SALES TAX AND
FIREWORKS WILL BE
ON THE BALLOT
by Jesse La Tour
Fullerton voters will be asked to
decide if they want a sales tax increase
and fireworks in two separate measures
on the November 3 ballot.
Fullerton City Council voted 4-1
(Whitaker “no”) at their June 7 meeting
to place a 1.25% sales tax increase
measure on the November 2020 General
Election ballot, to help offset a $7.9 million deficit.
The City’s Infrastructure and Natural
Resources
Advisory
Committee
(INRAC) recommended on March 3 that
the City approve a dedicated (special)
sales tax ballot measure specifically for
infrastructure improvements, following
a six-month study of Fullerton’s infrastructure needs that found it to have
been severely underfunded for decades.
However, the City Staff and the City
Manager recommended that Council
place a general sales tax, as opposed to a
special (infrastructure only) tax on the
November ballot. INRAC submitted a
letter to Council expressing support for
a special, but not a general, sales tax
increase.
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Remembering Phyllis Fender: The wife of local icon Leo Fender passed away on July 29.
Here she is at the Fullerton Museum Center with co-author Randall Bell. Photo by Mike Ritto. See story on page 6.

Family of Fullerton Man Threatens
Lawsuit over Police Shooting Death
by Matthew Leslie
Family members of a Fullerton man
shot to death by police in May are considering filing a wrongful death lawsuit
against the City. A Fullerton police officer fired 2 shots into Hector Hernandez,
34, killing him in front of his residence
on the 3600 block of West Ave. on May
27 at approximately 10:13pm.
Relatives had earlier called 911,
reporting that an intoxicated Hernandez
had assaulted his girlfriend and was
involved in a physical altercation with
his stepsons before firing a gun, after he
returned home from a friend’s graduation party. Confronted by Fullerton
police officers, Hernandez stabbed a

police dog while trying to fend it off
before being fatally shot by the dog’s
FPD K9 officer/handler.
It was the second fatal shooting by
Fullerton police officers that month.
The family is represented by the law
firm of Garo Mardirossian and
Associates, who also represented the
father of Kelly Thomas, who was beaten
until brain dead by Fullerton police in
2011, and other clients with complaints
against law enforcement officers. The
Los Angeles-based attorney contends
that Hernandez was trying to comply
with police commands at the time of his
killing and did not present a threat to
anyone.
Continued on page 9
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LOCAL CANDIDATES RUN FOR OFFICE
by Jane Rands
The November 3 Presidential Election
Ballot for Fullerton residents will also
include contests for local offices. There
are 3 district elections for City Council,
and district trustee elections for 3 school
boards.
The filing period for candidates to run
in these elections began on July 13.
Some candidates are qualified for the
ballot, some have pulled their papers
(from the City Clerk) but have not yet
filed, and others may not have pulled
papers and are waiting until closer to the
August 7 deadline to file.
According to the Fullerton City
Clerk's filing log, as of July 31 there
were 2 City Council candidates who
pulled papers for District 1 on July 13.
Only one of them, Fred Jung, has qualified (by obtaining the required number
of signatures). Jung has been endorsed
by the Democratic Party of Orange

County, council members Ahmad Zahra
and Jesus Silva, as well as other elected
Democrats. The other, Andrew Cho, has
not filed but in a press release said he is
running with the endorsement of
Fullerton's current appointed Mayor
Jennifer Fitzgerald, as well as a host of
other past and present Republican elected officials.
District 1 has a plurality of Asian
American voters, mostly Korean, and
both candidates are Korean Americans.
Jung describes himself as an immigrant
who came to the US from Seoul, Korea
at the age of 5. In his campaign
announcement, Cho said his father,
Stephen Yongjik Cho, helped start the
Korean American Coalition (KAC),
which is still active today, and boasts
County Supervisor Michelle Park Steel,
among others, as “products of KAC,”
according to the KAC website.
Continued on page 5
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COVID-19
Update:
Infection Rates,
Testing, and
Contact Tracing
by Matthew Leslie
The coronavirus (officially SARSCoV-2) continues to spread across the
country, with little sign of abatement.
Some people who are infected by the
coronavirus never experience significant, if any, symptoms of COVID-19,
the disease caused by the coronavirus.
Although infection rates continue to
Some become very sick, and over
150,000 have died from COVID-19 in rise in the county, HCA Director Dr.
the U.S. A larger number of younger Clayton Chau often points to the availpeople are being infected by the coron- ability of Intensive Care Unit (ICU)
avirus in recent weeks, but it is still the beds as an indicator that the county’s
aged and those who suffer from other hospitals are still capable of accommochronic conditions who are dying at dating the most serious COVID-19
higher rates from COVID-19. It is cases. The state and county track the
becoming clear that a large number of number and percentage of ICU beds and
people who survive a bout with COVID- ventilators each day. As of August 1,
34% of the county’s ICU
19, previously healthy or
beds were unoccupied,
not, suffer damage to
and 57% of its ventilators
heart, lung, and/or other
were available should they
organs and systems that
may last for the rest of
The cumulative be needed. Ventilators are
used in the most serious
their lives.
number of
cases of the disease where
The state has recently
known cases in
patients cannot breathe
seen an alarming number
adequately on their own.
Fullerton
of record highs in new
The
California
cases reported on succesrose from
Department of Public
sive days.
257 on June 9
Health’s (CDPH) threshOrange County’s total
to 1,685 on
old is to have at least 20%
population is 3,164,182.
of beds and 25% of ventiAugust 1.
As of August 1, the county
lators to be available at
recorded 36,833 cumulaany given time.
tive known cases, with 649
The CDPH also has
recorded fatalities from
threshold numbers for
the disease. 23,860 people
are estimated to have recovered from other infections statistics, found on the
COVID-19 in some form. 2,216 chil- HCA’s website including no more than
dren under 18 had contracted the virus 25 cases per 100,000 residents. OC’s
countywide, and in Fullerton, 129 chil- current rate is 140 per 100,000. The
dren are known to have tested positive. county’s percentage of positive COVID
The cumulative number of known tests per total tests given was 9.2% on
cases of COVID-19 in Fullerton rose August 1, just over the state threshold of
from 257 on June 9 to 1,685 on August 8%, but that number has varied widely
1. There have been 26 known deaths in recent weeks. These values are averaged over 14 days and 7 days respecfrom the disease in the city.
The Orange County Health Care tively, with 3-day lag times for reportAgency (HCA) is attempting to reach a ing. County officials stress that what is
greater population of county residents, most important is to watch the long-term
especially those in low income areas and trends of infections and deaths instead
non-English speakers, to inform them of of individual daily tallies.
Dr. Chau noted that the change in
the dangers of virus and how to avoid
being infected or spreading it. The HCA national reporting protocol that has hosis producing postcards directing people pitals reporting test results to the
to
the
county’s
website Department of Health and Human
(www.occovid19.ochealthinfo.com) and Services instead of directly to the
preparing flyers in various languages, as Centers for Disease Control has resulted
well as advertising on digital billboards, in delays in some reporting. The change
transit shelters and other outdoor loca- has been widely criticized, and viewed
tions to emphasize the need to wash with alarm, as a politicly motivated
hands frequently, maintain a social dis- move by the Trump administration to
tance of at least six feet from others, and control information about the coronto wear a face covering to help to stop or avirus.
In recent weeks Orange County’s
minimize transmission.

Above: Orange County COVID-19 cases by age group as of August 1.

Drive-through testing at the Anaheim Convention Center.
Health Care Agency opened a drive-thru to prioritize the testing of symptomatic
testing “Supersite” in the parking lot of people would naturally lead to higher
the Anaheim Convention Center to serve known rates of infection.
more than 1,000 people per day.
On Tuesday, July 28 all five members
Appointments are required. Individuals of the Board of Supervisors (BOS)
are directed to first contact their primary voted to designate a day in August for
care doctor to try to arrange a test. More Law Enforcement Appreciation in the
information about the Anaheim site can wake of months of protests against
be found at www.occovid19.ochealthin- police nationwide and within Orange
fo.com/supersite.
County. Even as BOS Chair Michelle
There is no cost for OC residents who Steel made the announcement that the
are symptomatic and who otherwise resolution, introduced by her, had been
cannot get a test. The county’s goal, as unanimously adopted, some reporters
directed by the Orange County Board of questioned why most local law enforceSupervisors, has been to test
ment agencies have not
those with symptoms, as well
been willing to cite indias high risk workers like first
viduals for not wearing
responders, healthcare workAs of August 1, face coverings around
ers, and essential workers,
others, as mandated by
Orange County the state, to help curtail
who might be expected to
has recorded
have a higher exposure level
the spread of the virus.
to the virus. On July 16
Neither
the
Orange
36,833
County CEO Frank Kim said
County
Sheriff’s
cumulative
that there has been no effort
Department nor the
cases and
to seek out asymptomatic
Fullerton
Police
649 deaths.
people for testing, even
Department cite individuthough the virus can be transals for not wearing face
mitted by individuals who
coverings where required,
show no symptoms of the
though Costa Mesa’s
disease.
police department does.
The HCA once spoke of training exist- Both FPD and OCSD argue that educaing county workers to take on the criti- tion is a more effective method of
cal task of contact tracing, where move- increasing overall compliance with the
ments and contacts of those testing pos- order.
itive are traced to try to determine where
Even though there exists in OC, as in
they might have been infected with the other locales, deliberate and organized
virus. Ultimately, the county chose to intransigence against the wearing of
contract with a private firm, expected to face coverings during the pandemic,
begin that work in August. During a County CEO Frank Kim insists “adherpress conference with reporters on July ence to face coverings has improved
23, HCA Director Chau acknowledged markedly over the last several weeks.”
that “transmission is in the community
Dr. Chau revealed that county mannow,” and that anywhere one goes one is agement has several good candidates for
at risk, noting that there were spikes in the position of County Health Officer,
detected infections two weeks after the left vacant by the resignation of Dr.
Memorial Day weekend, the county’s Nicole Quick, following threats to her
June 17 partial reopening, and the July 4 safety in June. Dr. Chau took on the post
holiday.
on an interim basis shortly after being
Once on the low end of per capita hired as Health Care Agency Director.
infection rates regionally, Orange The recently vacated position of Deputy
County’s began to outpace Los Angeles Health Director is expected to be filled
County two weeks ago, although Dr. once a final section of Health Officer
Chau stressed that the county’s decision has been made.
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Council Moves Forward with
Proposed Cannabis Ordinance
that allowing cannabis businesses in the
City would generate needed tax revFullerton City Council took the first enue, help those with medical condisteps on July 7 toward potentially legal- tions, free up police resources, provide
izing cannabis businesses in the City, good local jobs, and help eliminate
voting 3-2 to send a proposed (not final- unsafe illegal dispensaries.
ized) ordinance to the Planning
Some residents expressed opposition
Commission for their recommendations to the ordinance, citing their negative
and feedback.
experiences with illegal dispensaries in
In November 2016, California voters their neighborhoods, and concern for the
approved Proposition 64, which legal- safety of their children.
ized the sale of recreational cannabis.
Councilmember Jesus Silva, who supLocally, Proposition 64 passed in ported the ordinance, said that the probFullerton as well as at the County level lems caused by illegal dispensaries
52% in favor, 48% opposed.
could be alleviated by regulated legal
In 2017, the City Council passed an dispensaries, and that it could be a way
ordinance that prohibitto help our local econoed the sale of recremy.
ational
cannabis.
Mayor
Jennifer
However,
illegal
Fitzgerald
and
The City
cannabis dispensaries
Councilmember Bruce
continue to operate
Whitaker, who did not
conducted a
within the City, and are
support the ordinance,
community survey
difficult and costly to
said that the required
that showed
legally close down.
600-feet buffer zone
70% of Fullerton
This year, the City
should be increased to
held 3 community edu1000 feet.
residents in
cation and outreach
Silva pointed out that
favor of allowing
meetings
regarding
increasing the buffer
cannabis
cannabis. The City also
would lead to an unequal
dispensaries in
conducted a community
concentration in South
survey that showed
Fullerton, where most of
town.
70% of Fullerton resithe City’s industrial
dents in favor of allowactivities occur.
ing cannabis dispenCouncilmember
saries in the City. Based
Zahra, who supported
on this and other data, the City created a the ordinance, said that more outreach is
draft ordinance to allow various needed, specifically in Spanish and
cannabis uses, as allowed by Prop 64.
Korean. Many of those who spoke
The proposed ordinance would allow against the proposed ordinance were
5 retail, 5 manufacturing, 5 cultivation, Spanish-speaking mothers from the
5 transportation/distribution and unlim- Woodcrest and Richman Elementary
ited testing facilities in certain areas School neighborhoods.
[zones] with specific regulations. These
None of the previous community
would be limited to commercial and meetings was held in Spanish or Korean.
manufacturing zones, and would have to
Mayor Pro Tem Jan Flory, who supbe 600 feet from schools, daycares, ported the ordinance, said she had spoyouth centers, parks, playgrounds, com- ken with public officials from Santa Ana
munity centers, and libraries.
where cannabis dispensaries have been
Dispensaries would be permitted to legal since 2016, and they have found
operate within General Commercial (G- that allowing legal dispensaries has
C), Commercial Manufacturing (C-M), drastically decreased illegal dispensaries
Manufacturing
Park
(M-P), there.
Manufacturing, General (M-G) zones.
Flory added that she visited a dispenCannabis
Manufacturing, sary in Santa Ana and was impressed by
Distribution/Transportation, cultivation the retail operation.
(indoor) and testing would be permitted
“It was like an Apple store,” Flory
in the Manufacturing Park (M-P) and said. “There were people from all walks
Manufacturing, General (M-G) zones, of life, all ages. It was not a scary expeand would be required to be 300-feet rience at all.”
from residential zones.
Ultimately, Council voted 3-2
Interested businesses would apply and (Whitaker and Fitzgerald “no”) to move
be selected “through a merit-based point forward with the draft ordinance, which
system tied to a set of objective stan- will next go before the Planning
dards,” according to a staff report.
Commission for input and recommendaDuring public comments, speakers tions before coming back to Council for
were divided on the ordinance.
final approval at a future date.
Advocates of the ordinance argued
by Jesse La Tour

Burger Records Closes Amid
Sexual Misconduct Allegations
Facing multiple allegations of sexual
misconduct, Burger Records of
Fullerton announced that it will be shutting down. The announcement came
after numerous people on social media
shared stories of sexual misconduct by
Burger records musicians and leaders
over the past 10 years amid “a culture of
toxic masculinity.” Allegations include
grooming of underage girls for sex, relationships built on power imbalance, and
the solicitation of pornography from
minors.

Artist rendering of proposed Pearl Park improvements.

PEARL PARK IMPROVEMENTS
COMING SOON
Fullerton City Council voted unanimously at their June 21 meeting to move
forward with the Pearl Park
Improvements Project.
Pearl Park is currently a 17,000 sq. ft.
vacant lot on the east side of the City in
a park-poor area. The area surrounding
the site is a low-income, high-density
neighborhood with insufficient open
space other than Topaz Elementary
School, to which there is limited access.
There are no parks within a one-halfmile radius of the vacant lot.
Over the last two decades, the City has
attempted to acquire the property with
no success until earlier this year.
City staff met with the neighboring
community to get design input from the
residents. The community’s input has

helped shape the park plan. The new
Pearl Park will include a basketball
court, play structure tot lot, cobble surfaced climbing mounds, lawn area,
decomposed granite picnic area, site
lighting, rain garden, and more.
The park will be funded by a Prop. 68
(Statewide Park Development and
Community Revitalization Program)
grant, a St. Jude HEAL grant, and Park
Dwelling Funds (fees paid by developers for city parks).
Land Forms Landscape Construction,
Inc. submitted the lowest bid for the
project in the amount of $598,500.
Construction is anticipated to begin in
August and be completed in October
2020.

BALANCE & CHANGE
Recovering from an Affair
Can a relationship recover from an
affair? The short answer is yes.
However, both partners need to want
to recover and repair, or there is no
chance of creating a healthy relationship post-affair. There are several
actions that can be helpful.
The first thing that I will suggest is
do not have the affair in the first
place. If your relationship is in trouble, put the work in, get therapy,
make your partner a priority and
spend time with each other.
If you are currently having an
affair, your marriage cannot improve
while the affair is ongoing. Your partner needs to be the first person that
you go to for emotional and physical
intimacy, for support, for love.
If the affair is over, both partners
need to commit to honestly trying to
make the marriage work. This does
not mean, by making this commitment, that the work is done. There is
much that you will need to truly heal.
Create some ground rules. There
can be no contact with the person that
the partner had the affair with. This

can be difficult if it is a co-corker or
close person to the couple. The rule
may be no time alone together. If
there is any contact, you must tell
your partner, even if it is just a simple
text. Trust needs to be re-built.
The person who cheated must be
transparent. This means that their
partner gets to look at their phone or
email or anything else whenever they
want to. This is uncomfortable. But
again, you need to build trust.
The person who cheated needs to
disclose who the person was and
where they met so that it can be obvious if the affair is starting again.
You need to spend time together
with your spouse. You need to
remember why you fell in love in the
first place. You need to forgive and
move forward. You do not get to use
the affair as a weapon for years to
come. You need to fully re-commit to
making each other a priority.
Can a relationship heal from an
affair? Yes, but it takes a great of
work, time, energy and love. Be gentle with each other.

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,
Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5 www.michellegottlieb.com
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES
JULY 7 AND 21 MEETINGS
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of council
meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

Closed Session
Before every public City Council meeting, there is a “closed session” in which
Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public.
During this closed session, Council met with staff to discuss negotiations with the
various city public employee groups to negotiate cost savings measures.

SALES TAX AND FIREWORKS WILL BE
ON THE NOVEMBER BALLOT
Continued from front page
City Manager Domer explained the approved a ballot measure (by 53%)
dire financial situation of the City, and allowing for “Safe and Sane” fireworks
made the case for the general sales tax to be sold in the City by qualified nonincrease. This year, as a result of profits to raise funds.
COVID-19, the City has already fired
Prior to the Council vote, representanearly all of its part-time employees, cut tives from the Fullerton Police and
funding to the Fullerton Museum Fullerton Fire departments gave presenCenter, reduced the
tations on calls for servhours the Library is open
ice, fires, and other
to the public from 61 to
aspects of fireworks
34 hours, and the execuactivities in the City this
tive staff (City Manager,
year.
Largely due
Parks and Rec Director,
The Fullerton Fire
to the impact
etc.) has taken a 10%
Department experienced a
of COVID-19,
pay cut.
notable increase in calls
the City’s fiscal
According to the staff
for service (compared to
report, if approved by
previous years) and
year 2020-21
the voters, the revenue
responded to 51 calls on
General Fund
generated by the new tax
July 4. Fourteen of those
budget has a
would help fund not only
calls were fire responses,
$7.9 million
improvement of the
5 of which were incidents
City’s infrastructure, but
deficit.
immediately identified as
also the City’s homeless
being fireworks-related.
and community services,
The Fire Department
and public safety/emerrapidly contained and
gency medical needs.
extinguished all fires
If the local sales tax measure is without further incident.
approved by the voters in November, the
The Fire Department turned over in
City Council will appoint residents to a excess of 1,400 pounds of illegal firecitizen oversight committee. “This com- works to the Orange County Sheriff’s
mittee would provide citizen oversight Department Bomb Squad, with just over
in collaboration with the City’s 1,000 pounds being classified as “danAdministrative Services Department to gerous explosives.”
ensure fiscal accountability, transparenThe Fullerton Police Department
cy, and to verify that sales tax funds are reported receiving 509 fireworks-related
being used appropriately to meet resi- calls between 12am July 1 through 3am
dents’ priorities. A report will also be July 5. Of these, 320 calls were received
made to the Infrastructure and Natural between 12am on July 4 and 3am July 5.
Resources Committee (INRAC) so that During the month of June, the Police
the City’s infrastructure needs are con- Department received 840 fireworks
tinually addressed by the new funding,” calls. This is the highest number of June
the staff report said.
calls since 2016. The Police Department
Council also voted 4-1 (Whitaker has confiscated nearly 1,100 pounds of
“no”) to approve a $125,000 contract illegal fireworks so far in 2020.
with Terris Barnes Walters Boigon
Public comments were fairly divided
Heath Lester, INC. (TBWBH) for public on the issue. Those in favor of keeping
education services about the measure. fireworks legal included representatives
On their web site (www.propsandmea- of nonprofits and youth sports teams
sures.com), TBWBH describes itself as whose annual fireworks booths are a
“California’s leading revenue measure lucrative fundraiser, and the owner of
strategy and communications consulting TNT Fireworks in Fullerton.
firm…We’ve passed over 430 successThose opposed to keeping fireworks
ful bond and tax measures, providing legal were local residents who spoke of
more than $20 billion in voter-approved the mental and emotional trauma of confunding for facility and infrastructure stant fireworks before, during, and after
improvements and quality public servic- the 4th of July.
es in California.”
Councilmember Bruce Whitaker, who
opposed the ballot measure, said that the
Fireworks
problem is not safe and sane fireworks,
Fullerton City Council voted 3-2 but illegal fireworks.
(Fitzgerald and Whitaker “no”) to place
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra, who
a measure on the November 2020 ballot voted to approve the ballot measure,
to repeal the sale of “Safe & Sane” said that the fundraising should not
Fireworks in the city of Fullerton at come at the expense of hurting people
their June 21 meeting.
with PTSD, kids with special needs, and
Fireworks have been legal in pets.
Fullerton since 2012, when voters

Digital rendering of the proposed Korean War Memorial.

Council Approves Korean War Memorial
Fullerton City Council voted 5-0 at relatively undisturbed and so it and its
their July 21 meeting to approve con- surroundings are very sensitive to addicept plans and completion of a Korean tional hardscape and structures…
War Memorial at Hillcrest Park to be Construction would disturb and damage
placed adjacent to the Duck Pond (near the root systems of existing trees and it
Brea Boulevard and Harbor Boulevard). would also displace the amount of landThe memorial, which was organized scape, which I believe should be used to
by the Orange County Korean War plant more trees and shrubbery to mainMemorial Committee, will be the first tain and preserve the natural integrity of
Korean War Memorial
this location.”
in the United States to
Mayor Pro Tem Jan
commemorate
all
Flory suggested moving
34,492 United States
the memorial to another
The memorial
Service members who
area of Hillcrest Park, near
will be the first
died during the war. Of
the WWII memorial,
in the US to
these losses, 2,611 were
though she said she would
from California.
commemorate
defer to the Committee.
There is no fiscal
Councilmember Bruce
all 34,492
impact to the City, as all
Whitaker
expressed conAmerican
associated costs will be
cern about losing mature
soldiers who
covered
by
the
trees. “If there is any way,
Committee.
died in the war.
any small modifications
Joe Pak, Secretary
could be made to ensure
General of the Orange
we will not have further
County Korean War
loss of mature trees, I’d
Memorial Committee
favor that,” Whitaker said.
spoke in favor of the project.
Councilmember Jesus Silva expressed
“Fullerton has a sister city in Yongin, support for the memorial.
Korea,” Pak said. “During the Korean
“I had the chance to visit South Korea
War for 3 years and one month, there last year and I was struck by the high
were 36,492 American soldiers who regard Korean citizens held for the
gave their lives, and we want to recog- Americans who fought to free them, to
nize their sacrifices. Right now in the separate them from North Korea,” Silva
United States there is no monument said. “I know that the committee has
where we can go to pay our respect that been working very hard for many years
has all the names inscribed. The one in to get the funding and final location, and
Washington DC doesn’t have a single I would love to see us honor the 36,492
name. So, this would be historic, and Americans who gave their lives for
this would be the first of its kind.”
that.”
Some members of the public
expressed concern about the location of
the memorial at the Duck Pond, which
is also scheduled for restoration as part
of Hillcrest Park restoration.
“The Duck Pond is part of a historic
The next Fullerton City Council
seasonal creek. Historically indigenous
meeting
will be Tuesday, August 18.
vegetation would have grown along the
Agenda
items include: Short-Term
banks of this creek, including willow,
Rentals,
Monthly
Legislative Update,
elderberry, oak, walnut, and sycamore
Fullerton
Firefighters
Agreement, and
trees,” Jensen Hallstrom said. “The
Adoption
of
Speed
Hump
Policy.
Duck Pond is a very rare remnant that is

Agenda Forecast
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Local Candidates
Run for Office
Continued from front page
The District 2 competition started well
over a year ago, when 2 people who had
served on the Planning Commission
together each formed a campaign committee. Despite reporting a balance of
$18,000 for his campaign, Chris
Gaarder has announced that he is not
running and has not pulled papers. Nick
Dunlap has pulled but has not filed as of
July 31. He has raised $33,000 in the last
6 months from mainly real estate interests such as apartment owners, property
management, and the mortgage industry
and includes a $2,500 contribution from
the Apartment Association of Orange
County PAC for a total of $50,000 as of
June 30.
Chuck Sargeant, who came in tenth
out of 12 candidates with 3.8% of the
votes in the 2016 at-large City Council
contest, is the only candidate who has
qualified to run in District 2. Though he
initiated his campaign in 2019, he has
not yet reached $2,000 in contributions
to qualify his committee as of July 31.
Two other candidates have pulled
papers for District 2 but have not yet
filed. Mackenzie Chang, who has
returned to Fullerton after teaching in
Ukraine with the Peace Corps, was the
first to pull papers for District 2 and
intends to file. Dr. Faisal Qazi, a neurologist and president of a non-profit for
patients with neurological disabilities, is
the most recent to pull papers for
District 2 and intends to file, as well.
Two elected officials have pulled
papers to run in District 4. Bruce
Whitaker, who has served on the City
Council for 10 years, pulled papers early
but has not yet filed as of July 31. His

Map of Fullerton City Council districts.
semi-annual campaign finance filing
shows a balance of $13,594. Aaruni
Thakur, the Fullerton School District
Trustee for Area 1, has qualified for the
ballot and has no semi-annual campaign
finances to report as of July 1, when his
campaign qualified.
Incumbents for Fullerton School
District Trustee Areas 2 and 5 are running unopposed as of July 31. Both
Hilda Sugarman and Jeanette Vasquez
will not appear on the ballot if there are
no challengers by the August 7 deadline.
As of July 31, Joanne Fawley is running unopposed for another term as

Fullerton Joint Union High School
District (FJUHSD) Trustee in Area 2. In
FJUHSD Trustee Area 3, Dr. Vicki
Calhoun, who came in second out of 4
candidates on the ballot for Orange
County Board of Education Trustee
Area 4 on March 3, has no challengers
as well as of July 31. However, because
incumbent Andy Montoya, who has
served on the board since 2012, no
longer lives in the district, he will not be
running for re-election and the period to
file will be extended to August 12.
Three candidates have pulled papers
for the vacated seat in Trustee in Area 4

of the North Orange County Community
College District, formerly represented
by Molly McClanahan. Miguel Alvarez,
Evangelina Rosales, and Yisel Cuevas
pulled papers, but only Alvarez has submitted his declaration of candidacy as of
July 31.
Correction
In the July issue, we stated that Nick
Dunlap’s father Paul Dunlap owns Villa
Del Sol Plaza. Paul Dunlap is not the
sole owner of Villa Del Sol. He is the
managing member of the LLC that
owns the property, which includes other
owners. We regret the error.
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A New Gym Arises at FUHS

Phyllis Fender
The very sad news came to us the morning of July 29.
Phyllis Fender, wife of Leo Fender, ambassador of his
legacy and first lady of Fullerton passed away. She really
did touch an enormous number of us with her generous
spirit, and once she met anyone, they instantly were welcomed like a lifelong friend, an important person, someone special.
My first encounter with her was way back at the turn of
the century, 2001 to be exact, when the Leo Fender mural
was dedicated at 120 E Santa Fe where he had a brick factory built in 1950, which replaced 2 sheet metal buildings.
This was when I discovered what a storyteller she was,
and would continue to be for the next 2 decades that I kept
running into her. We all saw her out and about, she was
active all over Fullerton.
A few years back, The Day of Music Board of Directors
met and the idea of a Queen of Day Of Music was born.
Nobody but Phyllis would do. So I asked her to help us
crown the queen. She was on stage, waiting to see who it
was, when I announced “And the Queen is…… Phyllis
Fender!” I am not sure I have ever seen a bigger smile.
She was shocked but took it all in, the ribbon across her
magnificent white dress, the crown on her head, and the
rest of the day was spent talking to her adoring fans, still
not believing what had just been bestowed on her. A
favorite moment for all of us who were there.
I have plenty of stories but felt it was appropriate to
reach out to others who knew her well. The amazing
account of Randall Bell is posted online at
www.fullertonobserver.com and what an exceptional piece
it is. Please check it out if you can. Here are comments
from those with a unique perspective regarding Phyllis
and her beloved Leo.
Jim Washburn, journalist, musician, curator of musicrelated exhibits: “During his years with Phyllis, Leo
remained an inveterate tinkerer and creative force and
was granted dozens of patents during the last decade and
a half of his life. His unquenchable curiosity for how
things worked was something, Phyllis said, ‘that you can
tell just by looking at our vacation photos. I have pictures
of the scenery, and he has pictures of cable car gears, tractors and winches.’ Along with being Leo’s partner and
helpmate in his later years, she was a staunch and earnest
booster of Leo’s legacy after he passed away in 1991.”
From the Museum Center perspective, via Kelly
Chidester: “Phyllis would self-proclaim that she never
met a mic she didn’t like. I’ve watched her address groups
of children on museum school tours, swarms of guitar
enthusiasts looking to steal a photo and autograph at
NAMM, adoring fans sitting on the edge of their seats as
she spoke at book signings, and most recently, at a retirement party for a Fender CEO. It wasn’t an act. She wasn’t
putting on a show. She was full of life and she loved every
second of it.”

Being grounded and ‘safer at home’ as most of us have been for months now, when you do get out
and about you will notice some changes afoot. For instance, if you have been on Lemon between
Chapman and Berkeley lately, which I had not been, you may have been surprised by a new building
on the west side of Lemon that seems to have appeared overnight like a mushroom in your lawn. That’s
how these tilt-up concrete buildings are, one day the walls are poured, then raised, and wow, a new
building is born.

New Downtown
No, it’s not an ANT shop, it’s a new plant shop. The Green Place is opening in August at 109 E.
Commonwealth. Looks like they will have an extensive line of interesting plants and plant products, and
even a dinosaur or two. Right next door, a new pet supply shop, Petlingo, now open, with a bakery (yes,
you heard right, dog and cat cakes and more), pet toys, even dog beer and a self-bathe room! Wash your
dog and pour a cool one. Wow. Play Coffee is now open as well, in SoCo in between Joe’s and D’Vine,
and it’s a very friendly, fun place, plus the great coffee and bakery items are ready to go. The wait is
over. Stop by and see Leon and staff.

Photo Quiz
This Issue: What building is this and
where is it located (at left)?
Send your answer to Mike at
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

Last issue: What is this and what was the address of this
business? Thud. Not one person could tell us exactly what
this is. I reached out to a number of Fender experts and not
a clue. So, sorry, maybe this issue will reach someone with
that knowledge. The Fender info and photos in the last
issue were no coincidence, I had called Phyllis and her son
Paul answered. He told me she could not come to the
phone. I hoped the photo and story would cheer her up. I
had no idea how serious her condition would soon become.
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“ROAD TRIP” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

Spicy Green Book founder Danilo Batson (at right) at
Tribute Coffee House in Garden Grove.

‘Spicy Green Book’ Highlights
Black-Owned Restaurants
About the Historic Green Book
Inspired by the historic Green Book, a
travel guidebook for African-American
From 1936 to 1964, in the midst of the
motorists during the Jim Crow era,
Fullerton resident Danilo Batson created Jim Crow era, Black men and women
a website called Spicy Green Book, a were under the persistent threat of viononprofit directory listing Black-owned lence after sunset in the form of lynchings and other hate crimes.
businesses in the food and
To help many escape this
beverage industry.
violence, Victor Green cre“Each business has a
ated the Negro Motorist
story and we at Spicy
Green Book. This book for
Green Book set out to
Black car travelers listed
share them,” Batson said.
“Through this
vital, friendly places of
“Getting these stories out
process, we
refuge along the road durwill allow police and peowill begin to
ing the segregation era that
ple of varying backhumanize
included hotels, gas stagrounds to come and
tions, grocery stores, night
experience the culture
the Black
clubs, restaurants, and
within each business.
community
“tourist homes” where
Through this process, we
and change
homeowners welcomed
will begin to humanize
perspectives.”
travelers who had nowhere
the Black community and
else to go.
change
perspectives,
“This valuable note of
which far too often lead
history not only shows us
to unnecessary violence
the racial discrimination
and systematic oppresthat existed, but also the
sion...Here we can create
a dialogue that allows the stereotype that importance and ingenuity of Black
says Black men and women are threats, entrepreneurship. Today we continue to
push forward with Black innovation and
to be disproven.”
The non-profit also helps these busi- invite you to be a part of it,” Batson said.
To learn more and find listings visit
nesses with their branding and online
communications by offering them serv- www.spicygreenbook.com. The new
ices of professional photography, group is expanding its reach and is lookvideography, design, and writing/jour- ing for volunteers, donors, and businesses who wish to be listed.
nalism.

ACROSS
1. Did part of a triathlon
6. Like some cheddar
11. Cabinet dept.
14. Give a speech
15. Kitchen gadget
16. Miracle-___ (plant product)
17. *Everclear hit from 1995
19. Cabernet, e.g.
20. Say when, say
21. Feudal lord
23. C.P.R. expert
24. *Title city for three
Dick Wolf TV shows
26. *Actress Ryder
30. ___ Fitness (gym chain)
31. Declares
32. Quench
33. Cam Newton's celebratory move
36. It breaks quickly nowadays
37. "Rawhide" singer Frankie
38. Russo of "The Thomas

DOWN
1. Head honcho
2. "Dies ___" (hymn)
3. "Critique of Pure Reason"
philosopher Immanuel
4. Blues singer James
5. Numbs
6. "Dilbert" creator Adams
7. Fine-tune
8. Bush spokesman Fleischer
9. VCR button
10. Nutty confection
11. Lots and lots
12. "Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D."
actor Clark
13. Metaphor for experience
18. Baby's first word, maybe
22. Curling surface
24. Scottish Highlands families
25. Fish in the cod family
26. Diminish
27. Folk singer Burl
28. For every action there is
an equal and opposite reaction, e.g.
29. Hosp. areas
30. Regaled
32. ___ de bain
(bathroom in Bordeaux)
34. The Beatles' "___ Love Her"
35. "___ there, done that"
37. Dinner party insert

Crown Affair"
39. "C'___ la vie!"
40. Tennis champ Monica
41. Duane ___ (Walgreens in NYC)
42. Killed by Ruby on
November 24, 1963
44. *"Piece of My Heart" singer
45. *Hyundai SUV model
47. India-born author
Santha Rama ___
48. Scrooge
49. "Shh! ___ the baby!"
54. Night school subj.
55. Rudolph Valentino, e.g.
58. ___ mode
59. Smiling Face With
Heart-Eyes, e.g.
60. Abs or beer unit
61. VCR button
62. "The Martian" actor Matt
63. Feature of a brown recluse spider

38. Gym unit
40. Was overrun
41. Historic highway, and
where the starred answers appear
43. Fr. holy woman
44. Television journalist Pauley
45. Attack ad, maybe
46. Seating request
47. 1998 DeNiro action film
49. Said, in Spain
50. Swab
51. "An apple ___..."
52. Local PBS SoCal station
53. Fraternal fellows
56. Doctors' org.
57. Brady of Tampa Bay, now
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The Kelly Thomas Files Part 1:
Notices to the Officers Who Were Fired
Ramos held down Mr. Thomas with
their body weight, you struck Mr.
In compliance with California Senate Thomas in the face multiple times with
Bill 1421 requiring police departments the butt of your Taser causing Mr.
to release documents related to deaths of Thomas to bleed heavily from the face.
citizens and other incidents, this May Mr. Thomas continued to cry out as you
the city of Fullerton released over 3200 struck him...
pages of documents related to the death
In striking Mr. Thomas in the face
of Kelly Thomas in 2011, which at the with your Taser, you violated Policy
time gained national attention amid pub- Manual section 300.2 (Use of Force
lic protests, the trial of two officers, and Policy). This also violated Policy
the recall of 3 City Council members.
Manual Section 340.3.5(t) (“exceeding
The documents released include lawful peace officer powers by unreapolice reports, interviews with officers sonable, unlawful or excessive conwho were involved, transcripts of audio duct.”) Under the circumstances, these
recordings of the incident, notices of violations warrant your dismissal...
discipline and dismissal, and more.
Immediately after the incident, you
The files give a unique unvarnished made the following statements to other
window into the inner workings of the officers while still at the scene:
Fullerton police department in 2011, and
•“I mean he was tossing us around like
provide a framework for understanding we were nothing and that was after I was
what meaningful changes have, and thumping the s*#t out of him.”
have not, been imple•“We ran out of
mented since that time.
options so I got the end
In the context of the
of my Taser and I probarecent protests calling
bly just smashed his face
for police reform, these
to hell,”
The files provide
files raise questions for
•“I f*#ing probably
a framework for
our
current
police
beat him probably twendepartment—questions
ty times in the face with
understanding
having to do with use of
this Taser.”
what meaningful
force training and poliIn making these statechanges have,
cies, questions about
ments, you violated
and have not,
public disclosure of
Policy Manual section
important digital and
340.3.5 (z) (“Any other
been implemented
audio files, questions
on-duty or off-duty consince the death
about how police reports
duct which any employof Kelly Thomas.
are generated, and more.
ee knows or reasonably
The Observer will
should know is unbepublish a series of articoming a member of the
cles focusing on various
Department or which is
aspects of the released
contrary to good order,
files.
efficiency or morale, or
Part 1 includes excerpts from official which tends to reflect unfavorably upon
notices of dismissal that were written by the Department or its members”). Under
former Police Chief Dan Hughes to the the circumstances, this violation war3 officers who were fired over the inci- rants dismissal...
dent.
You also did not activate your Digital
The notices of dismissal provide the Audio Recorder (DAR) during your
official Fullerton Police Department’s contact with Mr. Thomas. Your violation
explanation of what happened and why impaired the Department’s investigation
the officers were fired. These are not the of this in-custody death by depriving the
allegations of activists or protesters at Department of potentially valuable
that time, but files generated by the information. Your failure to activate
Police Department, specifically former your DAR violated Policy Manual secPolice Chief Dan Hughes.
tion 450.3.1
We have printed here what space permits. These are excerpts intended to
Manuel Ramos Notice of Dismissal
hilight the violations of each officer. To
From Police Chief Dan Hughes
read
a
fuller
account
visit
May 21, 2012
www.fullertonobserver.com.
Mr. Thomas then assumed the seated
posture you had ordered—feet out in
Jay Cicinelli Notice of Dismissal
front of him and hands on his knees. You
From Police Chief Dan Hughes
then walked closer to Mr. Thomas and
July 19, 2012
displayed your clenched fists, and said,
When you arrived at the scene, Mr. “Now see my fists?” Mr. Thomas
Thomas was on his back on the ground. replied, “Yeah, what about ’em?” You
Officers Wolfe and Ramos were lying on then said, “They’re getting ready to
top of him. Most of Mr. Thomas’ body f*#@ you up if you don’t start listenwas covered by Officers Ramos and ing.”...
Wolfe. Mr. Thomas was loudly and
Officer Wolfe approached Mr.
repeatedly exclaiming, “Okay” and “I’m Thomas and struck him on the thigh
sorry.” You quickly approached Thomas with his baton. You then immediately
and immediately struck him twice with struck Mr. Thomas in the lower left
your knee on the right side of his head, thigh with your baton. Mr. Thomas’ connear his ear.
duct prior to either baton strike did not
In striking Mr. Thomas in the head justify the use of an impact weapon.
with your knee you violated Fullerton
In striking Mr. Thomas with your
Police Department Policy Manual baton, you violated Policy Manual secSection 300.2 (Use of Force Policy). tion 300.2 (Use of Force Policy). section
This also violated Policy Manual 300.2.1 (Use of Force to Effect an
Section 340.3.S(t) (“exceeding lawful Arrest), and 308.2 (Baton Guidelines).
peace officer powers by unreasonable, Under the circumstances, these violaunlawful, or excessive conduct). Under tions each warrant dismissal.
the circumstances, these violations warIn failing to intercede when you
rant dismissal...
observed Officer Wolfe use objectively
Then, as Officer Wolfe and Officer unreasonable force in striking Mr.
by Jesse La Tour

From the autopsy of Kelly Thomas.

Corporal Cicinelli’s Taser.

Officer Ramos’ baton.
Thomas with his baton, you violated
Policy Manual section 300.1.2 (Duty to
Intercede). Under the circumstances,
including the fact that the ensuing use of
force by you and your colleagues may
have been avoided, this violation warrants dismissal.
After the baton strikes, you ordered
Mr. Thomas to the ground and he did not
comply. Nevertheless, you and Officer
Wolfe apprehended Mr. Thomas. While
Officer Wolfe engaged Mr. Thomas in a
bear style hug, you wrapped your arms
around Mr. Thomas’ upper body and
with your body weight, took him to the
ground. Mr. Thomas landed face first on
the ground...
While on top of Mr. Thomas on the
ground, you punched him several times
in the ribs with your closed fist.
You and Officer Wolfe then continued
to use your body weight to hold Mr.
Thomas down on the ground. While you
and Officer Wolfe were on top of Mr.
Thomas, he repeatedly exclaimed that
he could not breathe, and called out for
help from his father, who was not present.
In both exerting your body weight
upon, and punching Mr. Thomas, you
used unreasonable force in violation of
Policy Manual section 300.2 (Use of
Force Policy) and section 300.2.1 (Use
of Force to Effect an Arrest). Under the
circumstances, these violations each
warrant your dismissal.
Joseph Wolfe Notice of Dismissal
From Police Chief Dan Hughes
July 16, 2012
You approached Mr. Thomas and
struck him on the thigh with your baton.
Mr. Thomas’ conduct prior to your baton
strike did not justify the use of an impact
weapon. While Mr. Thomas was mildly
uncooperative, he was outsized and outnumbered, and was suspected only of
stealing mail and attempting to break
into cars by checking for unlocked
doors. Moreover, at the time you first
struck Mr. Thomas with your baton, he
was facing away from you. You also
never told him that he was under arrest
despite the requirement of California
Penal Code section 841 that you do so.
In striking Mr. Thomas with your baton,
you violated Policy Manual section
300.2 (Use of Force Policy); section
300.2.1 (Use of Force to Effect an

Arrest), and 308.2 (Baton Guidelines).
Under the circumstances, these violations warrant dismissal.
While you and Officer Ramos had Mr.
Thomas pinned to the ground, you then
punched Mr. Thomas twice in the shoulder area with your right fist.
You and Officer Ramos then continued to use your body weight to hold Mr.
Thomas down on the ground. While you
and Officer Ramos were on top of Mr.
Thomas, he repeatedly exclaimed that
he could not breathe, and called out for
help from his father, who was not present. You twice struck Mr. Thomas with
your knee. Mr. Thomas continued to
scream that he was sorry, and that he
could not put his hands behind his back
in response to your orders that he do
so...
Immediately after Corporal Cicinelli
applied his Taser to Mr, Thomas, you
punched Mr. Thomas multiple times in
the head area with your fist. Corporal
Cicinelli then began to strike Mr.
Thomas in the face with the blunt end of
his Taser.
You continued to apply your body
weight to Mr. Thomas. Mr. Thomas
repeatedly stated, ”Help me, Dad” and
once, “I can’t breathe.” Thomas’ voice
changed from an energetic tone to lower
guttural sounds that indicated a higher
degree of distress. As you and the other
officers continued to apply your body
weight to Mr. Thomas, who was handcuffed, he moaned, “They’re killing me,
Dad.” Paramedics were called and transported Mr. Thomas to the hospital.
In exerting your body weight upon
Mr. Thomas, and punching him in the
shoulder and head, and striking him with
your knee, you used unreasonable force
in violation of Policy Manual section
300.2 (Use of Force Policy) and section
300.2.1 (Use of Force to Effect an
Arrest). Under the circumstances, these
violations each warrant your dismissal.
Please note that any of the three types of
force described, i.e. exertion of your
body weight, punching, and striking Mr.
Thomas with your knee, were unreasonable and, standing alone, would each
justify dismissal.
In part 2 of this series, we will look at
a series of interviews with the officers
involved, conducted by the Office of
Independent Review.
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FAMILY OF FULLERTON MAN THREATENS
LAWSUIT OVER POLICE SHOOTING DEATH
and questioned why the K9 officer
Fullerton police initially released a deployed his dog to attack when
minimum of information about the Hernandez had his arms in the air, as
shooting, citing an investigation by the police had commanded him to do.
In the FPD Critical Incident video,
office of Orange County’s District
which
has been viewed over 5,200
Attorney, which is standard in such
times,
Hector
Hernandez can indeed be
cases. The FPD press release in May
seen
with
his
hands raised before the
included an image of a foldable knife
veteran
police
dog, Rotar, is released.
recovered at the scene, but not the gun
His
hands
stay
in the air until the dog
Hernandez is alleged to have fired.
approaches,
at
which
point he lowers his
According to Mardirossian, Hernandez
right
hand,
which
the
police claim held a
carried the knife during his normal
knife,
indicated
in
the
Critical Incident
course of work in a U-Haul warehouse.
video
by
a
police-added
red arrow
Police later released an image of a gun
graphic.
The
video
is
not
sharp
enough
removed from the scene.
to
clearly
distinguish
an
object
in his
A month after the shooting, the
hand.
Brown
and
Mardirossian
say
that
Fullerton Police Department released a
Hernandez
only
lowered
his
arm
to
fend
Critical Incident Community video,
which can be found on Youtube off an attack by Rotar, who he stabbed
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqONr02v as the dog attacked him.
Bob Brown and other
rpg). Introduced and narneighbors
of
rated by Chief Robert
Hernandez
accuse
the
Dunn and Lt. Jon Radus,
police of needlessly
the Critical Incident video
escalating the situation
follows a familiar format
The FPD has
with the deployment of
adopted by the departreleased only some Rotar, and by multiple
ment following police
of the video,
officers shouting cominvolved shootings. The
mands, which Brown
although
they
video presents audio of
says
intimidated
911 calls as well as video
are required by
Hernandez.
and audio from body camlaw to release
Yolanda Escobido,
eras worn by officers.
all
of
it
no
later
another
neighbor, made
Mardirossian has comthe
second
911 call
than
45
days
after
plained that the departheard
in
the
Critical
ment has released only
the date of the
Incident
video
released
some of the video,
incident.
by FPD. Speaking
although they are required
before the City Council
by law to release all of it
on July 21, she said, “I
no later than 45 days after
regret making that call.
the date of the incident.
If
I
had
known
that
the Fullerton Police
He first contacted Fullerton police on
Department
was
going
to react the way
July 14 after the 45-day period expired,
they
did,
I
would
have
never made that
requesting all video and audio, but was
phone
call.”
She
called
for
an independtold the next day by police that the
ent
investigation,
describing
the situadepartment needed more time to redact
tion
that
night
as
“chaotic,”
and critifiles for privacy reasons. By July 28,
cized
police
for
being
unprofessional
for
FPD, according to Public Information
not
deescalating
the
situation.
“[On
the
Officer Sgt. Eric Bridges, was “working
with our City Attorney’s Office to video] All you hear is screaming and
respond to that request as quickly as yelling.”
Two 911 calls were placed that night,
possible.”
the
first from inside the house by
Fullerton police declined to comment
Hernandez’s
relatives, the second by
on the possible lawsuit and referred
Ms.
Escobido.
Both recordings are
questions about the shooting to the
incorporated
into
the police departoffice of the OC District Attorney. A
ment’s
Critical
Incident
video. During
neighbor of Hernandez, Bob Brown,
the
first
call
at
least
one
gunshot
can be
said investigators from the D.A. visited
heard
in
the
background.
his house during the second week of
Multiple police units were contacted
July.
by
the dispatcher and they responded to
The family is also requesting the offithe
scene within minutes. The K9 officer
cial autopsy report from the County
handling
Rotar, the police dog, was the
coroner because they want to know the
first
officer
to arrive on the scene that
location of the entrance wounds from
night.
According
to police, he was there
the gunshots that killed Hernandez as he
for
several
minutes
before Hernandez
lay on his driveway.
exited
his
house.
Mardirossian
described
Hector
Neighborhood surveillance footage
Hernandez as a man loved by his neighincluded
in the Critical Incident video
bors, employers, and co-workers. He
shows
several
individuals running from
said that the “neighborhood was very,
the
residence,
followed by Hernandez
very upset” by the killing. Six neighbors
walking
slowly
in the same direction. A
spoke during the open public comments
red
arrow
pointing
at his hand and the
period of the meeting of the Fullerton
word
“gun”
have
been
added to the
City Council on July 21. Bob Brown
video
by
FPD,
but
the
resolution
is not
said he knew Hernandez for 18 years,
sharp
enough
to
clearly
distinguish
a
and described him as someone who
gun
in
his
hand.
Mardirossian,
the
would “give you his last dollar if you
needed it.” He later claimed that it was lawyer, said that Hernandez re-entered
Hernandez who was assaulted by the the house to stow the gun there, then
stepsons when he returned from an exited again out the front door.
Bodycam video from the scene
anniversary party, and Hernandez branrecords
multiple officers issuing comdished a knife to drive them out of the
mands,
including
for Hernandez to keep
house.
his
hands
up.
According
to police “he
Brown said at the council meeting that
initially
complied,”
but
then
began to
he witnessed the shooting from no more
walk
backwards
toward
his
front
door.
than 40 feet away. He criticized the
Supporters
say
he
did
so
to
place
himself
police for exhibiting “no leadership or
coordination on the scene that night,” in the brightest lit area of his driveway
so that he would be better visible to
Continued from front page

Body camera footage from the fatal shooting of Hector Hernandez.
police. At the time, police say that they
had reason to believe a child was inside
the residence. Rotar was “deployed” by
his K9 handler to “prevent Mr.
Hernandez from re-entering the residence,” according to the Critical
Incident video narration.
Video from the K9 officer’s bodycam
shows an agitated Rotar barking and
straining at his leash prior to his deployment. It is even unclear whether the dog
was released by the officer or broke
from his grip. FPD’s Sgt. Bridges
declined to comment on the suggestion
that the officer might have lost control
of the dog, referring that question to the
D.A. Once free, Rotar can be seen running down the sidewalk away from the
residence as the K9 officer repeatedly
calls “here!” to direct him instead to
Hernandez who was standing in front of
his house. Mardirossian suggested that
Rotar initially ran the wrong direction
because he didn’t perceive Hernandez to
be a suspect.
Rotar’s charge at Hernandez and the
ensuing shooting is seen from two different bodycam views in the police
Critical Incident video. Hernandez can
be seen standing with his hands in the
air, as the dog approaches him. “Hands
up” commands can be heard, but as officers approach Hernandez he lowers his
right hand to waist level. At this point,
according to police, Rotar “began to
apprehend Mr. Hernandez, and Mr.
Hernandez fell to the ground.” And then,
“at some point Mr. Hernandez produced
a knife and an officer involved shooting
occurred.”
The K9 officer’s own upraised gun in
the foreground of the video footage partially obscures the view of Rotar pulling
Hernandez to the ground. The K9 officer
shouts, “Hey let me see your” and then,
in evident surprise, “Hey!” again. At this
point, Hernandez is seen on the ground
trying to fend off Rotar, who can be
heard to suddenly yelp. The K9 officer
then fires twice at Hernandez from close
range, shouting, “He’s got a knife!”
Hernandez can be heard groaning after
the first shot. He rolls over onto his
stomach after the second shot. The shadows of several officers can be seen
against the house behind the unmoving
Hernandez as several continue to shout,
“Let me see your hands.”
Calling “watch out” several times, the
K9 officer pulls Rotar off Hernandez.
The dog tears the prone man’s shirt as he
is dragged away by his handler. In the
other officer bodycam footage included
in the Critical Incident video, the K9
officer can be heard to say about Rotar
that, “He was stabbed and he started
going after me.” According to police,
shortly after the shooting, officers saw
blood on Rotar, and, “It was learned that
Mr. Hernandez had stabbed K9 Rotar
near his shoulder blades.” Rotar was
taken to a nearby emergency pet hospital where he was treated.

Family and friends of Hector
addressed Fullerton City Council.
According to police, officers rendered
medical aid to Hernandez following the
shooting. Paramedics can be seen in the
video performing chest compressions.
According to police, Hernandez was
“transported to a local hospital, where he
passed away.”
Mardirossian asserts that Hernandez
was “absolutely” shot because he had
stabbed Rotar, and that officers on the
scene had already made a determination
that he wasn’t carrying a gun. He, and
others, question why non-lethal
weapons like bean bag rounds, rubber
bullets, or tasers weren’t tried before
shooting Hernandez dead from close
range, and why Rotar was deployed in
the first place when Hernandez was
complying with the commands of officers.
During the same meeting of the City
Council on July 21, Rotar was officially
retired, having served with police since
2013, a “common service period,”
according to FPD’s Sgt. Eric Bridges.
Mardirossian called it “adding insult to
injury” to accord Rotar “hero status,”
questioning the seriousness of the stab
wound and the necessity to shoot and
kill Hernandez, who, he said, had every
right to defend himself against the dog’s
attack. Police dogs, he said, are “trained
attack tools,” bred for that purpose, and
it is a “danger to have such a dog in the
community.”
Bob Brown, the neighbor who witnessed the killing, questions whether it
is FPD policy to send dogs to attack suspects whose hands are raised in the air,
shoot suspects who are in a fetal position
on the ground while being attacked by a
police dog, and “scream chaotically the
same command over and over to create a
confusing and intimidating situation” for
a person trying to surrender. Brown also
contends that the K9 officer shot
Hernandez because Hernandez stabbed
his dog in self-defense.
Santiago Sanchez, a neighbor who did
not witness the killing, also spoke before
the City Council on July 21. Sanchez
said he looked up to Hernandez who had
taught him how to be a father. “I miss
him and I pray for justice for what happened to him. It wasn’t right. I still hurt
to this day.”
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF HOUSING
DISCRIMINATION IN FULLERTON AND
NORTH ORANGE COUNTY
Recently, I wrote a column about Doss all five of their children to buy homes,
v. Bernal (1943), an important historic effectively growing the wealth gap
housing discrimination case in Fullerton between us and African Americans,
involving the Bernal family. Mexican Latinx, and Native Americans who paid
American families like the Bernals higher and higher rents and accumulated
weren’t the only ones who faced hous- no equity,” Kennedy said. “My wife and
ing discrimination in Fullerton, howev- I in turn were able to use our equity to
er. Other families in Fullerton also faced enable all 3 of our kids to purchase
the same types of housing discrimina- homes, increasing that wealth gap.”
tion that Mexican Americans did.
In order to learn about the stories and
According to Rusty Kennedy, who experiences of African Americans living
was the director of the Orange County in north Orange County in the past, I
Human Relations Commission for many have been reading through the 2010
years, “Many of the deeds in Orange book, A Different Shade of Orange:
County included prohibitions against Voices of Orange County, California
Blacks, Latinx, Asians and Native Black Pioneers by Robert A. Johnson
Americans, permitting them only if they and Charlene M. Riggins. Johnson and
were gardeners, serRiggins wanted to focus on
vants, or nannies…sad
the voices of those who
but true.”
represent the 2% African
Growing
up
in
American population in
Many of the
Fullerton, Rusty first
Orange County. Consisting
became involved with
of 26 local oral histories, A
deeds in Orange
social issues due in part
Different Shade of Orange
County included
to his parents’ social jusexplores the challenges
prohibitions
tice activism. When he
faced
by
African
against Blacks,
was a little kid, his parAmericans in their day-toents would hold meetday lives in a county transiLatinx, Asians
ings at their house on
tioning from rural to suburand Native
social justice issues such
ban.
Americans
as housing discriminaAccording to Mary
living in certain
tion, racism, and farmOwens,
an
African
worker rights. Rusty
American woman who
neighborhoods.
wrote via email, “I
moved to Fullerton from
would sit around the
Los Angeles when she was
back of these meetings
a child, married into the
and was fascinated to
famous Owens family of
hear what they spoke of. Although I athletes, and eventually founded the
don’t remember, when I was a toddler, Leon Owens Foundation to help high
my mom went door-to-door in our school and college students after her
Golden Hills neighborhood to get peti- husband, Leon Owens, passed away,
tions signed to advocate the sale of a “The problem with Fullerton was houshouse up the street to the first Chinese ing. That was the real problem.”
American family in Fullerton, the Chins.
According to the authors of the book,
At that time in the ‘50s, Blacks, Latinx, “Not only were Black people prevented
and Asians all faced discrimination in from living in ‘sundown towns’ like
housing.”
Brea and Orange and prevented from
Kennedy explained that one of the purchasing property in areas that had
legacies of white privilege that was racial covenants like the land that
enjoyed by many in the 1950s and ‘60s Richard Nixon’s father bought in Yorba
was the subsidized loans from the Linda, it was almost impossible to find
Federal Housing Administration (FHA) any apartment to rent or property to buy
that enabled “Whites Only” to buy hous- outside of the Truslow area” (185).
es. Blacks, Latinx, Asians, and Native
For much of the 20th century, nonAmericans were systematically denied whites were forced to rent or purchase
housing in white neighborhoods, and homes south of the railroad tracks, like
denied FHA subsidized loans, creating a in the Truslow neighborhood.
legacy of renting, while whites were
The term “sundown towns” refers to
subsidized by the U.S. government in towns where it was illegal for Black
their purchases of housing, which creat- people to be there after sundown. For a
ed a legacy of owning and accumulating lot of years, with the exception of the
equity and wealth.
Truslow neighborhood, Fullerton was
“My parents used that equity to enable basically a sundown town. The histori-

For much of the 20th century, non-whites were forced to rent or purchase
homes south of the railroad tracks, like in the Truslow neighborhood.
cal reality of sundown towns is compre- was being practiced and a more sophishensively documented in James ticated approach would be required to
Loewen’s 2005 book, Sundown Towns.
undermine it.”
There were widespread racist civic
Interestingly enough, my grandpa,
and housing policies throughout Orange Lawrence Little, served as chairman of
County, including Fullerton. In this city, the Anaheim Fair Housing Council in
the only neighborhood where minorities 1964. “When an African American was
were allowed to rent or own homes was rejected from renting an apartment, they
on the south side of the train tracks. were usually told it was already rented,
Mary Owens recalled in A Different so we would send a white person out
Shade of Orange, “At first, we had gone later to the same apartment building and,
to look for apartments, and they would usually, they were able to rent that apartnot rent to us. Leon [her husband] said, ment,” my grandpa said. “That told us
‘You know, we’re going to have to buy a that they were being discriminated
house here.’ That’s what happened. We against, which meant we had a case. We
bought a house, this house [on would write and threaten the owners
Truslow].”
with a lawsuit unless they rented to the
Warren Bussey, an African American African American people.”
man who moved to Fullerton during the
City Councils and the predominantly
early 1950s, told a similar story. “We white middle-class residents who electwere only living on two blocks…Living ed them opposed the construction of
in California at that time, it was more affordable housing, causing low-income
prejudiced than it was in Texas,” Bussey individuals to commute from neighborsaid.
ing counties. The OC
By the 1970s, there were
Human
Relations
no longer sundown towns.
Commission,
Fair
As jobs opened up and fair
Housing
Council,
housing laws were created
League of Women
“Living in
and enforced, more Black
Voters,
Legal
Aid
California
families moved into homes
Society and other housat that time,
and apartments throughout
ing advocates formed the
Orange County. However,
Housing Coalition to
it was more
this development occurred
advocate for the develprejudiced
in spite of the fact that disopment of Affordable
than it was
crimination in buying and
Housing.
in Texas.”
renting was still the rule
Policies were passed
and not the exception.
in some cities and the
Those African Americans
County to require inclu—Fullerton resident
who wanted to live in the
sion of a percentage of
Warren Bussey
Orange County suburbs
affordable housing in all
could find housing if they
new
developments.
had the patience and the
Density bonuses were
resources to keep trying
given to make it more
and not give up when lied
profitable for developers
to or told they were not wanted. Often to build low-cost housing. State legislatimes, the move into a house or apart- tion was passed, requiring that all cities
ment required support from both Black develop Housing Elements in their zonpeople and White people as well as fair- ing and master plans to include adequate
housing organizations.
affordable housing to meet the Regional
The
OC
Human
Relations Housing Needs Assessment goals for
Commission was created in 1971 by low-cost housing.
advocates for civil rights who were
Rusty Kennedy said, “Lawsuits were
upset with police brutality against initiated against cities such as Newport
Latinos, housing discrimination, lack of Beach, Santa Ana, Irvine, and others that
affordable health care, and discrimina- refused to include affordable housing in
tion in education. This official County their plans. The settlements were then
Commission was seen as a vehicle for used to start non-profit affordable houseliminating prejudice, intolerance, and ing organizations that continue today,
discrimination based on race, religion, such as the Civic Center Housing
ethnicity, national origin, gender, sexual Corporation, the OC Community
orientation, marital status, socio-eco- Housing Corporation, and Irvine
nomic status, and age.
Housing Opportunities. These non-prof“Initially housing discrimination was its and the litigation settlements that creacted on with individual cases being set ated them were conceived by Fullerton’s
up and litigation, or the threat of litiga- Ralph Kennedy [Rusty Kennedy’s
tion reversing it,” wrote Rusty Kennedy father], who founded the Fullerton
via email. “The Fair Housing Council Observer.”
was the non-profit organization that conIt’s important to understand what hapducted that case-by-case approach. pened in history so that we don’t repeat
Ultimately, it became evident that a the same mistakes in the present.
more insidious form of discrimination
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‘Granny Flats’: One Solution to
Fullerton’s Housing Shortage?
by Lance Langdon
When Cliff Ashcroft’s parents set out
to house his aging grandfather on their
property 25 years ago, they had no idea
of the pushback they would get. “The
whole neighborhood fought it,” Cliff
said. He recalls that 50 to 60 people “literally showed up at the City Council
meeting with stickers on their shirts with
Xs over ‘second dwelling.’”
But a number of people took the family’s side and showed up in support of its
plan, Cliff remembers, and eventually
the City Council came down on their
side in a 3-2 vote permitting the construction of the second unit.
“My dear grandfather whom I loved
very much, instead of being put into a
rest home to stay by himself, was able to
move into the Accessory Dwelling Unit
(ADU) at my parents’ house and stay
with family,” Cliff said.

8-year cycle beginning in 2021. In a city
with about 46,000 existing units (29,000
single-family and 17,000 multifamily
units), this represents over a 28%
increase.
ADUs aren’t going up nearly fast
enough to make a dent in that 13,000unit need, but applications are on the
rise. Prior to 2015, when cities still
required replacement of garage parking,
Foulkes reports that Fullerton fielded
only a handful of applications each year.
In 2019, as regulations lightened, applications rose to 35. As of July 2020,
Fullerton has surpassed the total for all
of 2019. Foulkes predicts that by year’s
end, the City might field a total of
between 75 to 100 applications.
A Good Personal Investment?

Some ADU builders, like Ashcroft, are
looking to house family, but others are
looking to generate income. Until
recently, that wasn’t necessarily wise.
2020: The Year of the ADU?
The City charged $12,000 in parks fees
Homeowners looking to write that to build, and owners like Ashcroft, who
happy ending in 2020 by building an tried to build ADUs under the old reguextra unit on their property should find lations, warned that ADU rentals were
the approval process much easier, thanks unlikely to be profitable.
to Assembly Bills 68 and 881, passed in
A few years ago, Ashcroft started
2019 by the California State Legislature. building a custom home and he wanted
In order to meet a housing shortage of to include space to house his brother-in3.5 million units statewide by 2025, the law. In the middle of design, some reguState is pushing on local
lations were eased, and
governments to make it
he set about making that
easier to build additional
space a fully permitted
housing on land that was
ADU. Ashcroft hadn’t
once zoned only for sinanticipated all the govIf you don’t
gle-family residences.
ernmental costs of the
provide housing
These units, once known
project,
and
was
for the people,
as “granny flats” or “limshocked when the bill
ited second dwelling
came in. “When you get
you end up
units,” now sport a more
a second address,” he
with low-income
contemporary
name:
said, “You are paying
people living in
accessory dwelling units,
double the school fees,
overcrowded
or ADUs.
the taxes, the parks
But the laws go far
fees—everything that
conditions, or
beyond building separate
the city and the county
gentrification
units for aging relatives.
and the state can throw
and displacement.
To start with, they allow
at you. If you’re looking
not 1 but 2 separate livto just get a rental,”
ing spaces on a single
Ashcroft said, “I don’t
property. They also
know that it pencils.”
encourage cities to relax
Ashcroft built his
regulations regarding
ADU anyway (pictured
parking and setbacks, and to lower city above) and feels he did the right thing
fees supporting infrastructure. And that for his extended family. Others have
has critics worried that the California found the costs too much to handle.
Dream of the suburban neighborhood is
But the times, they are a changin’.
being plowed under in the rush to fill the
This year, cities like Fullerton have
massive gap in California’s housing sup- responded to State pressure and lowered
ply.
the costs and barriers to ADU construcA comparison between Fullerton’s tion. In Fullerton’s new code, for examnew and old regulations offers a striking ple, ADUs are no longer required to
look at what’s in store for our communi- have sprinklers unless the primary home
ty. In 2020, the owner of a larger home already has them.
(2400 sq. ft +) can build an ADU up to
Some think it’s a good time to invest.
1200 square feet and 2 bedrooms. For Commissioner Matt Foulkes puts the
homes under 2000 square feet, a 1- or 2- total costs for an ADU at around
bedroom ADU can be built of up to 1000 $130,000. That includes $10,000 to
square feet.
$11,000 in government fees for permits,
The law also allows for a second sep- schools, and sanitation, and $120,000 in
arate living space on the property, a construction costs. Earning the average
“Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit,” of $1,800 per month in rental income,
which is limited to using non-living Foulkes estimates that it would take only
space within the existing footprint of the about 6 years to recoup the $130k.
home, plus a 150 square foot allowance
However, that $130,000 construction
for entry and exit. (In practice, Junior estimate can change a lot depending on
ADUs are usually garage conversions.) the type and size of unit, and whom you
Supporters here in Fullerton see acces- ask. At the ludicrously cheap end, one
sory dwelling units as a crucial piece of finds an ADU booster article in Forbes
the puzzle in solving our housing short- magazine. It touts a company that 3-D
age.
According
to
Fullerton’s printed a home for $4,000. More realisCommunity and Economic Director, tically, but still on the cheaper side, this
Matt Foulkes, the State’s regional needs reporter knows one owner in Lakewood
assessment calls for Fullerton to build a who completed a stand-alone, 840total of 13,000 new housing units in the square-foot structure for $100,000.

Cliff Ashcroft’s home includes an ADU above the two-car garage.
The entry to the ADU is next to the two-car garage beneath the
second story, third window from the right.
However, he was able to do so only
because he was friends with the contractor, who discounted the labor. He estimates it would’ve cost $150,000 to
$160,000 otherwise.
Community Impact
Affordable housing proponents hope
that more homeowners are willing to
take the financial risk on ADUs to solve
what they see as a defining crisis for
Fullerton’s low-income and middleclass residents.
Elizabeth Hansburg, of the housing
advocacy group People for Housing,
puts the problem this way: “When the
bulk of your housing stock is the most
expensive product to purchase [a singlefamily home], you, by default, are going
to have a housing affordability crisis.
Because we have not built on a continuous basis to meet the population growth
and housing demand, we have arrested
development to the point where all housing is valuable,” Hansburg said. “ADUs
have a role to play because they can provide apartment-like homes in a landscape that is suburban in nature and
where the existing residents are largely
resistant to the construction of apartment buildings.”
ADU renters include “students,
retirees, people leaving homes” and provide space for occasions “when a marriage breaks up and one partner needs to
move out,” according to Hansburg.
While ADUs are more likely than not
to rent at below market rates, they’re not
necessarily
affordable
housing.
Commissioner Foulkes notes that units
in pricier neighborhoods can rent for
above market rates, which is part of the
appeal for prospective builders.
Nonetheless, on balance, because of
the size of the units, ADUs do have the
chance to promote more socioeconomic
diversity in single-family neighborhoods.
According to Hansburg, they also
provide a path to housing Fullerton’s
next generation, some of whom are
stuck living at home in today’s overpriced market. “We have gotten to the
point where we have so many jobs and
we have such good opportunity...people
want to live here. And if you don’t provide housing for the people, you end up
with low-income people living in overcrowded conditions, or gentrification
and displacement because people who
have more money will always be able to
‘outbid’ low-income folks. The vision of
California as a low-density suburban
development pattern? That is no longer
sufficient to meet the need.”
Hansburg concludes, “Making room
for the population, particularly the adult
children of people living here now, is a
social justice issue.”

Pushback
ADUs are not without their critics,
especially given the aggressive push by
the state to speed the pace of building.
Some object to ADUs on aesthetic
grounds, reluctant to revise the low-density suburban lifestyle in which they’ve
come of age.
A more pointed critique can be found
in Susan Shelley’s 2019 OC Register
editorial “The end of single-family zoning in California.” Shelley paints a dire
picture, predicting mass evictions of
existing renters in unauthorized units as
property owners take advantage of the
eased restrictions and refurbish those
units for legal standards—not to mention the increased burdens on sewer and
water systems, and a flood of Airbnbstyle short-term renters.
Making an Airbnb hotel would be illegal under Fullerton’s ordinance, which
sets the minimum lease period at 31
days for just such a reason. Planning
commissioner Matt Foulkes is also confident that the City can meet whatever
sewer and power needs these additional
units bring.
However, Foulkes does foresee one
major unresolved issue with ADUs—
parking.
2015 was the last year in which the
law required homeowners to replace
parking spaces lost when they converted
garages to living space. Admittedly,
many homeowners aren’t really eliminating parking by converting garages
because they already use them for storage. But there is still the unanswered
question of where to house the extra cars
that suburban ADU renters bring with
them when they move in.
Conclusion
Foulkes said, “In Fullerton and other
cities in California where we see large
developments come in and take out
whatever the previous use was, and then
construct 2-, 3-, 4-story apartments or
condos, it’s very disruptive to singlefamily neighborhoods—if it were to be
located there—because it’s a fundamental change to how the neighborhood
looks, how it operates. Whereas ADUs
are this little incremental increase that
we could do to every single residential
property, with very few exceptions, that
increase would raise the number of units
without ever changing the way the
neighborhood looks.”
With current incentives set up to facilitate building, it’s likely in the coming
years that people building ADUs will
subtly, but fundamentally, change the
housing landscape not just in Fullerton,
but throughout California.
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD
HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board
information available by calling 714-870-2800
or visiting www.fjuhsd.net

Fullerton Schools to Start Year
with Distance Learning
California Governor Gavin Newsom
has announced that schools in Orange
County cannot physically reopen for inperson instruction until the County is no
longer on the State Monitoring List [list
of California counties with elevated
COVID-19 cases] for 14 consecutive
days. Since Orange County is currently
on the State Monitoring List, along with
other counties, the 2020-2021 school
year will begin in a 100% Online
Distance Learning Model.
The Fullerton Joint Union High
School District recently conducted
stakeholder meetings that covered
instruction and curriculum, safety and
health, mental health, and communication to create protocols to ensure that
every student receives the best possible
education this year and all persons stepping onto campus sites will be as safe as
possible during this uncertain time.
The District will be prepared to shift
to different learning models throughout
the school year for all students, based on
State, County and local health department guidance, orders and/or local conditions at the time. These are the stages
presented by Superintendent Scott
Scambray:
Stage 1: 100% Distance Learning
Model (all students at home)
•Attendance accountability in each
class
•Daily State standards-based instruction
•Rigorous and engaging assignments
•Regular communication with students and parents
Stage 2 - Hybrid Cohort Model
•Option to receive either in-person
class instruction 2 days per week and 3
days at home, or 5 days at home.
Stage 3 - 100% In-person Model
•Used when the state and local conditions support instruction without the
need for social distancing.
•Full time in-person return to each
class.

Angelos

On June 29, Dr. Karl Zener,
Executive Assistant of Administrative
Services, received board approval to
spend $600,000 of federal CARES Act
money provided to offset school reopening costs, to purchase livestream cameras and microphones to augment distance learning this school year. Dr.
Zener announced Google Meet as the
district’s main livestreaming platform.
Google Meet gives teachers flexibility
to form break-out groups for their students and includes American Sign
Language
and
closed-captioning
options. California guidelines indicate
only that teachers must make personal
contact with their students daily, not
how they must contact them. However,
each local district has the right to create
guidelines for teachers to take attendance.
Parents of students with Individual
Education Programs (IEPs) who wish to
discuss modifications before school
begins should contact their case workers, their student’s principal, or their
office as soon as possible. Dr. Zener
focused mainly on moderate to severe
identified students as well as the adult
transition population for accommodations for in-person instruction.
At the July 7 meeting, all fall athletics
were cancelled until January due to the
rapid escalation of COVID-19 positive
cases.

Jesse Reyes, Sophia Winters, Austin Fung, and Mayra Diaz of Sunny Hills FFA.

Sunny Hills FFA Students Win
Reserve State Champion Title
by Brian Kim
Students from Sunny Hills High
School recently competed in the first
ever virtual FFA Fruit Tree Judging
competition. The virtual contest was
created to accommodate the social distancing order from COVID-19. The
competition was held on July 16 and a
brand new team competed this year.
These students had never competed
before and because of many cancelled
events, they never competed at a practice contests, which are usually hosted
by universities all across the State. The

YOUNG ENGINEERS IN ACTION
by Angela Hao

Rewriting Board Policy on Naming
FJUHSD Facilities
After removing Louis E. Plummer’s
name from the Fullerton Union
Auditorium last month, the FJUHSD
board updated board policy BP7551a by
streamlining the naming process of any
district-owned faculty and narrowing
the criteria for any naming process. The
new policy solicits community comments on naming a building or any facility owned by the district as an option
and not a condition to the process.
The next Regular meeting is scheduled for August 4 at 6pm. For more
information visit www.fjuhsd.org.

and Vincis

Ristorante Est 1971
550 North Harbor Blvd
Downtown Fullerton
714.879.4022

“A PLACE TO EAT...A PLACE TO SEE.”
R
NE ORANGE
N
I

COUNTY HOTLIST
W BEST ITALIAN 2016 & 2017
Established in 1971, in this family-owned restaurant
you dine in the middle of an Italian town square
complete with storefronts and twinkling lights.

Call 714.879.4022
www.AngelosandVincis.com
“Like” us on facebook.com/angelosandvincis

Anniversaries
Weddings
Any Occasion !
One Call
We Do it All !
FIVE FREE
BANQUET
FACILITIES
Accommodating
up to 800 people

students Jesse Reyes, Sophia Winters,
Austin Fung, and Mayra Diaz are all
members of the Sunny Hills FFA and all
new members. Sunny Hills had to have
a brand new team as they were the
defending State Champions. The rules
require that no students are allowed to
compete in the same competition as previous State Champions. This new team
competed and won second place, earning the title of Reserve State
Champions. They worked very hard and
are continuing to practice and study during the summer.

With students staying at home, the
nonprofit organization Young Engineers
in Action stepped up to offer students K12th grades from Fullerton, Cerritos,
Cypress, and surrounding cities a variety
of classes and events to ensure students
can learn and have fun.
Young Engineers in Action (YEA)
recognizes that technology is increasingly important as STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) is dominating the world. Led by the Student
Board, YEA provides resources and
tools for dedicated, focused, and passionate students to pursue engineering
and STEM fields. One of YEA’s most
remarkable programs is The American

Rocketry Challenge (TARC). Currently,
the TARC Team Captains host the free
Rocketry Summer Camp to train 6th12th graders and to choose two teams to
compete nationally. Through this experience, students gain valuable skills in
designing and building materials for the
Aerospace and Physics field.
Currently, YEA continues to offer a
diverse range of courses such as STEM,
English, and Speech classes through
Zoom. YEA teaches students about
robotics, 3D printing, Python, and more.
As of July 10, YEA reached and
impacted 362 attendees with their
events. To register for their events or
learn more about what YEA provides,
check out their website: www.youngengineersinaction.org.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES
by Jan Youngman
Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,
1401 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton.
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

BACK TO SCHOOL
In accordance with orders from the
California Department of Public Health
and the Governor’s recent mandates, the
Fullerton School District will begin the
school year on August 11 with a
Distance Learning Model.
During the month of August, the FSD
will send out a survey allowing parents
to choose a learning option for their students, and to provide feedback on what
is important as the District considers
returning to in-person, on-campus learning in the future.
When Orange County is removed
from the COVID-19 California Watch
List for 14 consecutive days and resultant clearance from the Orange County
Healthcare Agency is received, FSD
schools will transition to offer different
learning models for students. After transitioning from Distance Learning to onsite instruction, the Fullerton School
District will offer three different learning models based on State guidelines.
Parents will be asked to choose one
option that best meets the needs of their
child and family.
Option 1: Five-day at-School
Learning Model
Students will be provided in-class
core instruction 2 full days per week and
select Wednesdays. On the other
approximate 2 and a half days, students
will receive Extended Learning opportunities with on-site educational activities.
Option 2: Hybrid Learning Model
Students will be provided in-class
core instruction 2 full days per week and
select Wednesdays.
Option 3: Independent Study, or,
100% Virtual Instruction
Students will be assigned to an FSD
teacher who will provide distance learning.
Option 4: MyFSD Academy
Homeschool
Will start at the beginning of the
school year on August 11. Any parent
who wishes to choose the MyFSD

Academy (the TK-6th grade homeschool program) will need to enroll for
that option by August 7 by visit the
MyFSD Academy website: www.fullertonsd.org/apps/pages/MyFSDAcademy.
District Personnel will continue to
respond to the needs of low-income students and foster youth. Social Service
personnel (SSA) will be contacting all
low-income students and foster youth
families. With these check-ins, the
District staff will ensure each family’s
personal continued access to support
services. Information will be provided
to the families in regard to general wellbeing, home internet availability, food,
clothing and shelter needs, and language/translation support. Educational
Services will also provide art kits, literature, and information books to families
at their children’s grade levels.
Follow-up calls will be made to insure
each family continues to access support
services. Food Pantry information/locations will be provided, as well as other
community resources such as information about the Pandemic-Electronic
Benefit Transfer (P-EPT). This is a food
benefit for children who qualify for the
free and reduced meal program. For any
questions regarding Distance Learning,
please contact Educational Services at
714-447-7709 or at fsddistancelearning@myfsd.org.
Ethnic Studies

Fullerton resident Logan Verne receives his 3D printer.

Logan’s Wish
by Susana Verne
On Monday, July 26, the Make-AWish Foundation granted its famous
wish to Fullerton resident, 16-year-old
Logan Verne. Earlier this year, Logan’s
doctor suggested that Logan would benefit from sending an application to the
foundation.
In February, representatives from
Make-A-Wish, Diane and Matt, came to
his house and he was confused. He
asked himself, “Who are these people?”
They asked him if he wanted to make a
wish, so he wished for a 3D printer.
They said no one had ever asked for a
3D printer before. They even brought

him a small gift from his favorite game
Super Smash Brothers. Logan’s homeschool teacher is going to teach him how
to program and use the 3D printer. “We
will learn together.”
Logan said, “I don’t want to have
epilepsy, but I have to try to fight each
time I have a seizure and keep on fighting them until the very end. If you have
epilepsy, you need to keep fighting too,
go to the doctor and take your medicine,
even if you don’t want to. The medicine
can help fight the seizures.”
Logan’s parents said, “You have
epilepsy, but it doesn’t have you!
Epilepsy can’t control us, no matter
what! You are your own warrior.”

The School District is in the process of
putting together a “Task Force For
Ethnic Students.” It will be comprised of
parents, staff, representatives from the
PTA,
FESMA,
FETA,
LCAP,
Champions for Learning, and other
District organizations. It will focus on
recommending any additional ethnic
studies curricula that should be incorporated in the District’s programs. This
will include a “listening tour” at schools
in order to receive input from parents
and staff about recommending any additional ethnic studies focus/curricula.
These ideas will then be incorporated
into an “Ethnic Studies Curriculum” to
be used in the schools.

australianswimschool.com
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BOOK REVIEW

by Francine, 9th grade

by Katie, 9th Grade

All Set for School Next Week?
Top Five Things You Need to Know
Based on interview with superintendents
Dr. Scambray and Dr. Pletka.
School is just around the corner. The
two-month summer break was gone in a
snap and next week the new school year
begins. Around this time, each year we
would be dashing to the stores to buy
school supplies. But, in a COVID-19
era, we don’t have to get much because,
until further notice, we will all be participating in another distance learning program.
Not sure how everyone fared last
spring, but from my experience, there
was quite a struggle among us to keep
ourselves motivated, to log in on Google
Classroom each day, to read our lessons
online, work on assignments, and turn
them in. We could see those who had
submitted assignments and often I saw
quite a few who did not. Could it be

Bell Schedule
FSD: Will follow bell schedule with
a few adjustments this year (did not follow bell schedule last year).
FJUHSD: Will follow the bell schedule this year as we did last year.

Attendance
FSD: Attendance will be checked this
year (attendance was not checked last
year).
FJUHSD: Attendance will be checked
this year as we did last year.

Grading System
FSD and FJUHSD: Students will be
graded this year (all students were given
passing grades last year).

Live online interactive class
or online access to textbased/archived videos in
Google Classroom
FSD: Live online interactive classes,
teacher-supervised small group discussions, project-based and challengebased learning (limited to text-based lesson/archived videos in Google classroom with few optional online meetings
last year). Should be more fun this year.
FJUHSD: Live online interactive class
as we did last year. We will be using
interactive tools like stand-alone interactive remote cameras, audio, digital
apps in a virtual classroom setting and
other technology-based learning platforms that should add more fun to learning.

because we were aware we would all get
passing grades anyway? Or could it be
due to lack of Internet connection? We
did a few optional Google Meets sessions or Zoom meetings and unless the
teacher indicated it was mandatory,
there would be as few as six of us
attending, and the “mute” and “videooff” buttons had become the most popular symbols for these video conferences.
So, I wonder how our schools will
improve distance learning this year.
I reached out to Fullerton Joint Union
High School District (FJUHSD)
Superintendent Dr. Scott Scambray and
Fullerton School District (FSD)
Superintendent Dr. Robert Pletka in
order to seek key information we need to
know. See their answers below:

Students’ Preference:
In-Person Classes vs.
Distance Learning
If schools are allowed to re-open and
students have the option to attend in-person classes, what is the ratio between
those who prefer in-person classes versus distance learning?
FSD: Students have not signed up yet
FJUHSD: 10,236 (75%) students
signed up to Cohorts A&B (2 days inperson). 3,382 (25%) students signed up
to Cohort C (5 days at home)
One thing that will make us take distance learning seriously is that we will
be graded this time. Luckily, high school
students will have an easier time going
back to distance learning because they
have already gone through a similar
experience last spring of following the
bell schedule, having their attendance
checked daily, and participating in live
online interactive class. But, TK-8 students will have to adjust to all these.
Both Dr. Scambray and Dr. Pletka are
confident that the students will like the
improved distance learning program.
Both school districts had more time to
plan over the summer compared to the
quick transition last spring. What happens if a student needs to be provided a
Wi-Fi hotspot? Both superintendents
admitted that providing this device
quickly to those in need was among the
challenges last spring. FJUHSD provided Wi-Fi hotspots to 480 students (3.5%
of student population) while FSD provided 300 (2.3%). This year, students in
need of Wi-Fi hotspots can expect to be
provided with these devices.
I know deep in our hearts we all want
to go back to in-person classes. But,
since we can’t at this time, we have to
make the most of what we have. The
people in charge of our schools are
doing their best to make distance learning as enjoyable as they can for us, like
making lemonade out of lemons.
Perhaps, we too, can try to take this
positively and who knows? We might be
able to make lemon meringue, lemon
bars, or lemon cake out of the lemons
we get.

PAPER GIRL OF PARIS
Publication Date- May 26, 2020
Genres - Historical Fiction
Author - Jordyn Taylor
★★★★☆
Alice visits Paris with her parents,
along with a key to her grandmother’s
old apartment that she inherited. When
she unlocks the apartment, Alice finds
that it is like a time capsule—frozen in
time for the past 70 years. While exploring it, Alice discovers a diary that had
belonged to her grandmother’s sister
Adalyn which prompts her to question
her family’s past.
The Paper Girl of Paris follows
Alice’s present-day journey into her
family’s history, and Adalyn’s life during World War II in 1940s Paris. As
Alice finds clues to what happened in
the past, the reader is also watching
them unfold through Adalyn’s point of
view.
Adalyn’s perspective is intriguing
because the book describes her role dur-

ing the war and follows her actions in
the resistance. She gathers information
on the Germans while pretending to
socialize with them at parties, but has to
make great sacrifices to do so. She had
kept her life as a resistance fighter a
secret from her family for years, losing
her sister’s trust. Adalyn is a strong
female character who plays a major part
in the resistance.
I felt that Alice’s present-day side
story was not as significant as Adalyn’s,
as her role is to figure out what happened during the war. Although Alice’s
drama lessens the impact of the book,
through her story, we learn valuable lessons.
The Paper Girl of Paris is an impactful novel filled with suspense, emotions,
and heartache. I enjoyed reading about
the secrets Adalyn kept and the journey
Alice embarked on to discover the truth
about her family’s past. I would recommend this book to people who are fans
of multi-generational novels.

WHAT’S TRENDING?
by Irene, 9th grade

SUMMER SCOOP
A delectable treat that suits any occasion, ice cream dates back to thousands
of years ago when it was only accessible
to the wealthy. But today, it’s known as
a dessert eaten all over the world,
regardless of social class. In fact, 90% of
Americans eat ice cream on a daily
basis. That’s a whopping 23 pounds consumed by the average American annually!

In the year 1984, President Ronald
Reagan officially identified July as the
National Ice Cream Month. What better
way to celebrate summer than with this
icy cold treat?
Ice cream companies have been offering amazing deals in observance of this
special month-long celebration. Feel
free to treat yourself with a scoop, even
though it’s August.

LET’S CELEBRATE
by Alexandria, 9th grade

National Book Lovers Day
When was the last time you sat down
and read a book? Recently, social media
has taken over and many have stopped
reading books.
With quarantine lasting longer and
longer, there is less and less to do at
home every day. On August 9, National
Book Lovers Day, it is the perfect time
to take a break from social media and
read a book.
The national holiday was made to
encourage reading and literature, and
putting away phones to read books. It
also honors the evolution of publishing

and the role literature has played in
many areas of life.
To honor this day you can take a break
from social media to read a book of any
kind. You could also honor this holiday
by recognizing the role literature has had
in society. Unfortunately, during this
time libraries are closed, which means
you are unable to check out a book.
However, you can always find an
eBook online to read as well. To celebrate this holiday even more actively,
you can participate in book clubs online.

GUESS WHAT? By Genevieve, 9th Grade
California Redwoods
One of the features that sets California apart from other states is the California
redwood. Coastal redwood trees are the tallest trees on Earth, and almost as old as
the dinosaurs! Coastal redwoods usually grow from southern Oregon to central
California. Despite this, there’s actually a redwood grove in Brea, in Carbon Canyon
Regional Park, which is like a hidden sanctuary. It never fails to delight every hiker
with the peace and tranquility it offers, It's worth making the short 15-minute drive
from Fullerton downtown.
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HITS
&
MISSES
by Joyce Mason © 2020

Friends of the Fullerton Museum
Center Take Action
and upset by this decision as well, and I
wanted to do something. So much of our
In the wake of the June 2 vote by the lives has become virtual and it seemed
Fullerton City Council to suspend fund- the only way to connect with others who
ing of the Fullerton Museum Center, a felt as I did was to connect online. So, I
small group of residents started a grass started a Facebook page mostly because
roots movement to save the museum. I wanted to see what the possibilities
The Friends of the Fullerton Museum were to ensure that our beloved FMC
Center is a public Facebook group that was not a victim of lack of funding and
was created by Andrea Freeman to bring that it will be here for future generaawareness to the decision made by the tions.”
City and to encourage fellow museum
When asked why she choose to join,
patrons and citizens to
Suzanne Benet said, “I love
speak up. While they
how much the Fullerton
understand the need to
Museum Center does to
Over 800
close the museum temdraw
our
community
porarily due to the
together through exhibits,
members have
COVID-19 pandemic, the
art programs, walking tours,
joined the
group’s mission is to
and social gatherings. The
group on
highlight the cultural and
Museum staff works tireFacebook,
societal relevance of the
lessly to develop creative
museum and the benefits
ways to bring diverse conand they have
it brings to the City as
tent and educational opporcreated a
well as to the surrounding
tunities to our City. I hope
petition on
communities, in hopes of
the residents of Fullerton
Change.org.
seeing a definite plan for
will unite in trying to find
reopening.
innovative ways to fund our
To date, nearly 800
Museum moving forward.”
members have joined the
Another volunteer and
group on Facebook, and they have creat- supporter of the museum said, “Not only
ed a petition on Change.org, which cur- does the Museum have a mission of prorently has over 2000 signatures. viding science, history, and art educaParticipants have attended and spoken at tion, it is a congregation place for the
City council meetings, reached out to community, and has been the initiator of
council members and met with museum a number of valuable dialogues about
board members.
our culture. In addition to the colleges
“Like many other members of our and universities of our City, the museum
community, I learned the day before the is the face of Fullerton on a global
June 2 council meeting that the museum level.”
was to be ‘temporarily defunded’ as part
More information can be found at:
of the City’s budget,” Andrea Freemen
Facebook: Friends of the Fullerton
said. “I was shocked. The museum is Museum Center
such an important part of our communiSign the petition: Change.org: Save
ty. Temporary defunding can easily the Fullerton Museum Center.
become permanent. I knew other people Questions: FriendsofFMC@gmail.com
in the community were disappointed
by Amber Scott

The FMC & Me Art Exhibit
The Fullerton Museum Center has
announced a new exhibit entitled “The
FMC and ME.” Over the past 50 years
the Fullerton Museum Center has
inspired us, entertained us, challenged
us, and been a catalyst for growth and
debate. This exhibition will pay homage
to the history of the Museum and its role
as the cornerstone of our community.
“The FMC and ME” is a celebration
of art and culture in Fullerton, for and by
the community it serves.

The FMC is asking community members to join in by creating an art panel
and submitting work to the exhibit.
Panels can be picked up and dropped off
on Thursdays at the Market (301 N
Pomona Ave.) leading up to the exhibit
Later, these artworks will be available
for purchase while on display in the
exhibit. All proceeds go to funding the
Museum
“The FMC and ME” will be on display September 3 - October 29.

JOHN LEWIS: GOOD TROUBLE: TWO HITS
Director Dawn Porter’s documentary two were seen together at many peaceful
film about John Robert Lewis was protests, the protests being the “good
released just weeks before the seven- trouble” that Lewis realized had to hapteen-term Congressman died of pancre- pen if Blacks were to gain their civil
atic cancer on July 17. The serendipi- rights. The “good trouble” led to many
tous release of the film adds to the inter- arrests and Lewis, in his later years,
est in viewing this biographical docu- would brag about having been arrested
mentary, which commemand jailed 40 times.
orates the legislator
Porter uses an abunknown as “the conscience
dance of archival
of the Congress.” Porter
footage in her film. We
Lewis was
uses traditional techsee Lewis participating
arrested and
niques to tell Lewis’s life
in the 1963 March on
jailed 40 times
story, a story so remarkWashington where he
for non-violently
able that innovative filmspoke with such intening techniques were not
sity that King had to
protesting for
needed to embellish realicaution him to soften
civil rights.
ty.
his remarks.
He called this
We start with a youngTwo years later,
“good trouble.”
ster growing up on a farm
Lewis was at King’s
in rural Alabama, where
side as they walked
Lewis’s chore was to care
from Montgomery to
for the chickens. An adult
Selma, Alabama, crossLewis loved to tell the
ing the Edmund Pettus
story of wanting, at an early age, to be a Bridge, where Lewis was beaten to
preacher. He would practice preaching unconsciousness. Porter also uses
to the chickens who would follow him filmed interviews with political luminararound attentively but failed to say ies—Hillary Clinton, Nancy Pelosi,
“Amen.” In 1940s Alabama, few Black Cory Booker—who all speak of Lewis’s
people voted out of fear of harassment at place in the history of the Civil Rights
the polls. An alert youngster, Lewis was movement in America.
aware at an early age of the inequities
Fellow U.S. Representative Elijah
that pervaded the lives of Blacks in the Cummings, who passed away just
South—the segregated bathrooms, the months before the release of this docuinability to eat at lunch counters, the mentary, explains Lewis’s effective
deference to whites. A good student, leadership as the result of his frontline
Lewis was eager to check out library experiences marching for justice.
books, but the librarian told him that Cummings
also
mischievously
“Negroes could not use the library.”
describes being mistaken for Lewis in
Like the parents of most Black chil- airports and other public spaces.
dren living in the segregated South,
We watch Lewis in formal and inforLewis’s parents warned him that he had mal settings, addressing large crowds as
to accept the flawed world he lived in well as chatting with parishioners outand should not make trouble. But he side church on Sundays. We see him at
grew up on the cusp of the Civil Rights his tastefully decorated home in Atlanta
movement and, as a college student, met with his wife, a former librarian from
Martin Luther King Jr. and trained in the Los Angeles and a committed Civil
techniques of non-violent protest. He Rights advocate, who had already
had written a letter to King asking if he passed away before this film was made.
could meet him and signed it as “a boy
“John Lewis: Good Trouble” is availfrom Troy.” King was immediately able through Video on Demand.
impressed by the young man and the

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.
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COMMUNITY OPINIONS

Out of My Mind
by Jon Dobrer © 2020

I Can’t Hear You When You Shout
At nearly every social crisis, we ask gent expression of my anger. In other
ourselves if this might be a “teachable words, we are not communicating.
moment?” Then we call for a “national We’re not even arguing in any real sense
dialogue.” I can only conclude from the (except perhaps in a Monty Pythonesque
lack of learning that there are no teach- manner).
able moments, nor any national diaOur society struggles with many
logues.
important issues. We should be engaged
Both learning and dialogue entail lis- in teachable moments and in national
tening, and we don’t seem willing to lis- dialogues, but we’re not doing the hard
ten to voices that aren’t aligned with our work of listening to each other with any
views.
generosity of spirit. I believe passionateMany of us, myself sometimes includ- ly that we can’t ameliorate problems that
ed, listen in order to forwe can’t talk about. And
mulate our counter arguright now, we can’t talk
ment. I often listen for the
about much of anything.
“wrong” word, the inartOnce upon a time peoful metaphor and an openple said that Social
Learning and
ing to make a witty rejoinSecurity was the “third
dialogue
entail
der. I wait for the word or
rail of American politics.”
phrase at which I can take
If you touch it, you’ll be
listening, and
offense and leave the coninstantly electrocuted. Ah,
we don’t seem
versation that I never realthose were the days.
willing to listen
ly joined in good faith.
Today, there are so many
to voices that
We don’t listen generthird rails that if we could
ously and take into
literally reconfigure them,
aren’t aligned
account the other person’s
we’d have not only a bulwith our views.
intent.
let train running from San
This has led us to the
Francisco to Los Angeles
so-called “cancel culture.”
but an electrified railway
One wrong word or
circling the globe.
phrase and you’ll never work again.
Try having a dialogue on race. Better
This is about both conservatives and lib- not. You’re sure to say something offenerals. A conservative says something sive. Try talking about gender and sexucritical of Trump and becomes a RINO ality and whatever your positions might
(Republican in name only). Don’t hew be, you will offend. Discuss immigrato the party line and you’re out of the tion and be prepared (whatever your
Cabinet, the party, and a job at Fox actual point of view) to be pilloried and
News (See George Will’s exile).
caricatured. Wanna try the Middle East?
Using the wrong word or failing to use No, I didn’t think so.
the right word on issues of race relations
Bari Weiss wasn’t close enough to the
on the liberal side is to commit suicide. cultural party line of the New York Times
Astronaut Mark Kelley (husband of and was accused of being a Nazi—a parGabby Giffords) merely quoted Sir ticularly horrifying label and libel of the
Winston Churchill and was shouted woman who wrote a great book, How to
down and called a racist for citing such Fight Antisemitism. William Kristol,
a colonialist and racist.
although working against Clinton’s
This phenomenon isn’t new, but it’s health initiative and for the Iraq War,
clearly more extreme. The rules of rude- who also supported McCain and urged
ness from talk radio begat the yelling on the selection of Sarah Palin, just wasn’t
cable TV, which in turn birthed the conservative enough and was banished
Twittersphere—a seething cauldron of from Fox News and The Weekly
vitriol.
Standard.
I’ve found that one of my personal
The theme here is that heterodoxy is
traits is that as voices are raised, my often fatal—no matter whether a slip of
ability to hear diminishes proportionate- the tongue or a non-mainstream view.
ly. Scream at me, and I will not hear
We will never begin to heal our partiyou, your argument, or your intent. I’ll san divide until we begin talking with
only read your rage. And if I’m shouting each other. This entails listening and
back (which I rarely do) it’s not to making an effort to understand each
change your mind. It’s only a self-indul- other. Dialogue is not debate; it is com-
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munication, a chance to learn. I try to listen, not to change someone else’s mind,
but to open my own—and maybe theirs.
I want to understand the other person
and experience them as more than a
label and for them to experience me as a
person.
When I led interfaith dialogues at
American Jewish University with a
Muslim Imam, a Coptic Priest and a
Liberal Christian, I didn’t expect anyone
to convert. I expected us to have a deeper understanding of each other and both
what unites us and separates us. I wanted
to hear and feel the other person’s history.
My experience as a Jew married to
someone born to Holocaust survivors,
gives me a different viewpoint on the
Middle East than the Imam’s, who lost
family members on the West Bank, or
from the Coptic Christian raised and persecuted in Egypt. We listened to each
other with our hearts as much as our
ears. We didn’t paper over pain, grievances, and disagreements, but we did
achieve some understanding of each
other.
I know that sometimes dialogue isn’t
an option. Still, I would like to understand the pain that leads to hardened
hearts and hatred. I’m aware that when
we have the choice of burning or building a bridge—only building offers hope.
No, not all bridge-building is successful
but every bridge we burn marks a failure.
We need to listen with open hearts. We
need to stop shouting so that the social
contract, as tattered as it is, might be fulfilled and we too might be heard and the
nation might take a small step toward
healing.

Name Changes and
Black Lives Matter
My heart was filled with joy at the
swiftness of the Fullerton Joint Union
High School board approving the
removal of Plummer's name from the
auditorium. I remember this coming to
light a few years ago but nothing happened. The praises given to Plummer by
others were abhorrent. "He was such a
good man, cared for students, did so
much for our community." Oh yeah, and
he belonged to the KKK. How ridiculous! Total disappointment in the
Fullerton Elementary School board who
voted for a watered down version of a
"Black Lives Matter" week. I don't know
what they're calling it but their reasoning
is they didn't want to offend the white
parents! The comments by 3 of the 5
board members showed their underlying
racism. Thank you Jeanette Vasquez for
standing strong all alone. I've suspected
and felt this for many years especially
when the Maple Alumni tax ID was
abruptly taken away, preventing our
committee, after 15 years, from being
able to raise funds for Maple School.
Until there is more diversity on all
boards governing our cities and schools,
it will be a difficult road. If we are going
to continue to deny racism, even in our
little city of Fullerton, we will never
move forward. And if you continue to
say "All Lives Matter" after the killings
of numerous black boys/men you are
definitely a racist. Thank goodness for
the majority of the younger generation
who do not see colors or racial divides.
Maybe there's hope for us yet! #BLM
Kitty Jaramillo
Fullerton
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ON RETURNING TO SCHOOL
No one would argue that the safety,
health, and well-being of our children is
of utmost importance, and that we must
make the best decisions possible to protect their lives. The re-opening of public
education institutions needs to be conservative in the approach to re-entry to
schools during the COVID-19 pandemic. Flexibility in policy is also needed, as
the spread of the virus changes and
grows, and as we learn more about how
it affects us all.
Children are eager to return to
school—to see their friends, engage in
fun activities, and to learn new things.
For some, free meals and having a safe
haven from a unstable home-life are
important. Parents are looking forward
to having their children back in school,
and for some parents it will allow for

greater economic opportunities. But,
there is a deadly virus that we don't yet
know much about, and all safety precautions must be in place. If even one life
were lost—student, teacher, school staff
—due to COVID-19 and poorly planned
re-opening of schools, it would be a
tragedy for our entire community.
The appendices to the Orange County
Board of Education (OCBE) proposal to
re-open schools from the American
Association of Pediatrics (dated June 2,
2020 and June 25, 2020) were before the
recent surge in COVID-19 cases in
Southern California, and seem to reflect
best-case situations. Some of the proposals from the OCBE reflect parts of
these documents. The AAP guidelines
appear to reflect re-opening of school if
we were in "stage two" or "stage three"

Legal Pot and Children
On July 7, the Fullerton City Council
held a discussion to regulate commercial cannabis activity.
This is a step in the right direction.
Fullerton needs to create jobs, increase
investment, find a new source of tax
revenue, and fix our potholes.
At this meeting, the main opposition
to legalization within Fullerton can be
boiled down to: “What about the children?” Well, let's get into that.
First, legal cannabis retailers require
proof of age upon entry. Anyone under
the age of 21 is not allowed inside.
Retail cannabis would also not be anywhere near places where children naturally congregate. They are only allowed
in commercial zones, not residential or
public zones or downtown Fullerton
zones. They are not allowed to open
within 600 feet of a K-12 school or daycare. Children will have to go out of
their way to find these stores and then
get a fake ID to gain access.
Furthermore, it is in the retailer’s interest to NOT have children at their premises. Any negative publicity would likely end their operations.
Second, think of all the good that will
come when legal operations are
allowed. Drug dealers will have a much
harder time when their competition can
now operate legally. The tax revenue
gained can be used to fill potholes,
which jostles infants in their baby seats
and impairs bike paths. It can also be
used to provide public service
announcements at schools, highlighting
some of the risks associated with
cannabis, just like we already do with
tobacco and alcohol. Tax revenue could
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of re-opening our State. The rate of
cases in Orange County in mid-June was
doubling every 30 days, whereas currently, it is almost twice that rate. The
wearing of masks and closure of some
establishments have been mandated by
Governor Newsom since those documents were published. The OCBE needs
to review the current data and safety
standards, and adopt a plan to protect
children in the worst-case scenario.
Some districts have proposed a hybrid
system of online education and small
class instruction, where children can be
appropriately socially distanced from
one another and where the wearing of
masks is a requirement for everyone,
with few exceptions, while on campus.
Additional safety measures such as the
taking of temperatures and frequent use
of hand sanitizer are put into place.

Some educational activities are put on
hold to protect the safety of all, such as
some sports, choirs, and drama performances. There are exceptional considerations for children with special health or
developmental needs.
These measures have been proposed
to make a balance between the desire to
re-open our State and to maintain the
health and safety of children—adaptations such as the ones that were proposed prior to the current surge in
COVID-19 cases. Measures of this sort
are more conservative than those being
proposed by OCBE. Again, I would
urge a more careful approach to the reopening of our schools in Orange
County.
Deborah Langenbacher, Ph.D
Fullerton, CA

Korean War Memorial

also be used to help fund our K-12
schools.
Third, there is mixed evidence about
cannabis legalization and usage among
teens. In Colorado, a study by D. Mark
Anderson, Ph.D showed that usage
among teens declined after legalization
primarily because “drug dealers are
replaced by licensed dispensaries that
require proof-of-age.” However, in
Washington state there was a slight
increase in usage, but a decrease in the
perceived use. The jury is still out, but
with the proof of age requirement, teen
usage is likely to decrease once legalization happens in Fullerton.
Fourth, one of the biggest setbacks for
children is growing up in poverty.
During this unprecedented economic
decline, there are many struggling families that could use a job. If some of these
retailers keep a family out of poverty,
their stress will be alleviated. Higher
quality food will be purchased and more
resources can be directed towards their
children’s educational success.
Overall, cannabis legalization would
be a net positive for the City. The City
would no longer have to spend 6 months
or more of its resources to shut down an
illegal operation. The locations would
be far from where children naturally
congregate. The tax revenue can be used
to fix potholes, educate our children
and/or for general purposes. It would
bring jobs and investment to the City.
This should be a no-brainer.

Can we please think again about the
location of the Korean War Memorial?
Tucked away in a recreational park? By
a duck pond? Who will see it? A relative few who pass by the duck pond at
Hillcrest Park.
We have a civic center. Such memorials ought to be located there at City
Hall out front where all passing on
Commonwealth Avenue and all who do
business with the City and all who
attend council and commission meetings can see it. What is a civic center for
but to be a site for important edifices?
That veteran’s memorial at Hillcrest
Park is also inappropriately sited. Who
sees it? It doesn’t face the street. You

don’t know what it is unless you walk
right up to it, and it is not on a well-used
pathway. I think funds ought to be raised
to move it to the civic center in front of
City Hall, also. Perhaps the veterans
groups would like to start one. Besides,
its concrete appearance is out of keeping
with its surroundings. It would look
much better in front of our City Hall and
would also be actually seen by our citizens.
Seems to me it’s a better, more logical,
place to have monuments—in a civic
center.
Judith A. Kaluzny
Fullerton

RE: WHY I PROTESTED

As a white person raised, in part, by an be a better term, and one we can all
African-American stepfather (whose relate to, a bit more, in this Covidian
grandparents had been born slaves), I Age.
applaud Rowan Harrison's overall mesThe term genocide can in fact be used
sage in his "Why I Protested" article in Harrison's description of "legislation
(July 2020, p.11). As an historian, how- that allowed the killing of indigenous
ever, I would like to offer a slight cor- people,” especially California's efforts
rection to Harrison's comment that the throughout the 1850s to wipe out Native
diseases in the 1500s that hit indigenous American peoples by promoting vigipeople "killed them off by the masses -- lante mobs, offering bounties for the
genocide."
heads of dead "savages," and sending
Genocide implies the purposeful militia to exterminate entire tribes (i.e.,
killing of one people by another, some- the Modoc War). Regardless of termithing that was not the case with nology, efforts by white Americans to
Europeans who ignorantly yet innocent- subjugate, segregate, and discriminate
ly spread diseases to a Native American against non-white people (Africanpopulation caught without any immuni- American, Native American or otherBobby Vaughn ty to the myriad diseases brought over wise) should be soundly condemned and
Fullerton (including the common cold, flu, confronted, with the hope that Dr. King's
measles, and cholera) that wiped out an vision may someday be achieved by
estimated 75-90% of the pre-1492 popu- today's voices of change.
lations of both North and South America
OURSELVES
within a century after the arrival of
Sincerely,
Columbus.
Pandemic,
perhaps,
would
Randy
Baxter,
Fullerton
crimination in home ownership, lack of
economic wealth, unequal educational
opportunities, poor healthcare, and environmental abuse. A simple Internet
search of “connection of poverty to
crime” will provide articles to substantiThe Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the commuate such a correlation. For the interestnity.
The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions
ed, the books available on racism are
are
those
of the writer. We must verify your identity, but we allow ininumerous. There is good reason that a
tials
only
and town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in print if a
frequent chant at Black Lives Matter
reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. Opinions sent
demonstrations is “No Justice, No
to us without name, address and phone number will not be printed. Due
Peace.” These injustices must be elimito space issues shorter letters have a better chance of getting in. Please
nated if peace is to come about. In the
meantime, I find her demand, in essence,
add your contact information so we can verify. Thanks!
to a group of oppressed people to get
over it, stop feeling what you’re feeling
contact@fullertonobserver.com
and just stop committing crimes in your
or mail to:
communities, harsh and hurtful.
Fullerton Observer,

RE: POLICE Y
Re: July 2020 Letter to editor “Police
Yourselves”
While reading the comments by
Gretchen Cox in the July 2020 issue of
The Observer, I could feel her anger;
probably as much anger as I felt reading
her letter to the editor. Setting emotions
aside, I must say I couldn’t disagree with
her more. I found her laser focus on
crime in Black communities along with
her demands for them to self-police very
simplistic. I ask readers, if they haven’t
already, to do some research and selfreflection about the demand Ms. Cox
made to Black communities to “Stop
using past injustices as an excuse for
today’s criminal behavior.” PAST injustices? The injustices committed against
many of our Black citizens are not relegated only to the past, but are ongoing
today; injustices resulting from decades
of racist policies—poor housing, dis-

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION

Gayle Blume
Fullerton

PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834
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John B. Carlson
John B. “Jack” Carlson was a native
of Ft Collins, CO. He passed away
peacefully at home on June 19, surrounded by family. His early years were
spent in Denver before settling with his
parents and little sister in
Albuquerque, New Mexico,
at age 6.
Over the years, he and his
cousin raised farm animals
and a Black Angus calf,
which they successfully
showed at the county fair,
winning numerous prizes.
College summers were
spent working for the Forest
Service in Arizona’s Kaibab
forest. He graduated from the University
of New Mexico with a BSEE degree in
Electrical Engineering, choosing to
work for North American Aviation, in
California. Field engineering took him
to Altus, OK and Sioux Sainte Marie,
MI. He and Marilyn Douglass were
married in 1963, just prior to assignments in Virginia, where he worked and
rode in submarines, and to Charleston,
where their ﬁrst son, Brian, was born.

With their newborn in tow, they adventured to Helensburgh, Scotland, where
Jack worked with the UK Navy.
Fullerton was his home since 1967. Two
more sons, Don and Eric, were born, and
Jack spent time with
them in Indian Guides,
and coaching soccer and
Little League. The family loved camping, especially in National Parks,
and an annual summer
week at San Clemente
State Beach, with several other families. In
retirement, Jack and
Marilyn pursued their
passion for travel, covering ﬁve continents. Jack is survived by his wife of 57
years, Marilyn, and sons Brian, (Sue ),
of Bayﬁeld, CO, Don of Kihei, HI, and
Eric, (Katie), and grandson Garret of
Fullerton, and his sister, Pat Dougherty
of Albuquerque, NM. Remembrances
can be made in lieu of ﬂowers to the
Arboretum at CSUF, Fullerton First
Presbyterian Church, or Pathways of
Hope.

LOLA EILEEN MELE
Lola Eileen Mele went home to be with our Lord
and Savior on July 7, 2020. She was born on
December 9, 1940 in her grandmother's home in
Carbonville, Utah to Max and Lola Sherman.
In 1956, Lola married the love of her life, John
Peter Mele, and spent 45 wonderful years raising
their children Kelly and John in Fullerton, CA. She
was a devout Catholic, loving wife, mother, and avid
quilter. She leaves behind two children, Kelly and
John, son-in-law Rick, and five grandchildren,
Anthony, Jacob, Sophia Mele and Samantha and
Matthew Martinez.
She will be deeply missed by her family and
friends. May she rest in peace.

AUGUST 2020
BOB ZIEBELL

Robert Earl Ziebell, 85, of Fullerton
CA, passed away peacefully on July 7,
2020, with his beloved wife by his side.
Bob was born November 3, 1934 in
Winona, Minnesota to Robert and
Glenys Ziebell.
Bob served his country in the Army of the
United States. He married the love of his life
Gail (Darrah) Ziebell on
December 28, 1958. The
two of them moved to
Northern
California
where he finished his
services at Fort Ord, settling down in Fullerton
in 1959. Bob started
work for the Fullerton
News Tribune as a reporter and worked
hard to become the editor. When the
paper closed, Bob then worked for the
OC Register and then the Fullerton
Observer. Bob was a historian of
Fullerton, publishing a book that illustrated the love he had for his community.
Bob was an Elks member where he
enjoyed charity work and the fellow-

ship. Bob loved his family and friends
and will be greatly missed.
Bob was preceded in death by parents,
Robert and Glenys Ziebell, and brother
Gerald Ziebell.
Bob is survived by: the
love of his life Gail
Ziebell, children: Robert
(MaryAnn)
Ziebell,
Kimberly (John) Young,
Bradley
(Elizabeth)
Ziebell and Jerilynn
(Lawrence) Russo, 5
Grandchildren, 7 Great
Grandchildren; and his
sister Katheryn Cole.
Due to the nature of
the current events, services will be held privately. The family will hold a Celebration of
Life at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations
can be made in Bob Ziebell’s name to
the following charities: The Special
Child, Teen of the Month, Veterans
Fund, and Scholarship Fund, all through
the Fullerton Elks.

Rita Lorraine Ingersoll
Rita Lorraine Ingersoll passed away
on July 8, 2020. She was born in Quincy,
California on September 30,
1951 and grew up in Norwalk
and Long Beach, CA. She
graduated from Wilson High
School in 1969.
Rita loved to cook and feed
people. She was always jotting down recipes on random
pieces of paper. She enjoyed
reading and would share her
cozy mystery book collection
with family and friends.
Family and friends were the
center of her life. She worked at Cal
State Fullerton in the Student Financial
Services department and was the office
“mom.” She was always supportive of
those she cared about, and those were
many.

She is survived by her daughter
Sandra Cella (Vincent),
daughter
Wendy
MacPherson
(Ryan), son Michael Ortiz
(Kim),
sister
Karen
Denneson (Carl), sister
Heidi Plunkett (Mike),
grandchildren
Jordan
Cella, Dominic Cella,
Evelyn
MacPherson,
Katherine MacPherson,
Julianna Mac Pherson,
Clara MacPherson, Vivian
Mac Pherson, Robert
MacPherson,
Trenton
MacPherson, niece Tammy Jimenez,
nephews, Carl Denneson, Jeff Plunkett
and Greg Plunkett.
Her magical laugh and boundless love
will be missed by all.

Kathleen Sue Stapleton Osborn
Kathleen Sue Stapleton Osborn
passed away on June 17, 2020 in Brea,
CA.
She was born in Pawnee, OK to Ralph
and Laura Stapleton on Dec. 18, 1942.
She attended school in Pawnee, graduating from Pawnee High in 1960. She
attended Oklahoma State University
(OSU), where she majored in Education.
While at school, she worked in the OSU
Registrar’s Office. Despite missing one
year of school due to being hit by a car,
she graduated on time with a BA in
1964. She married Ronald Osborn in the
Pawnee Catholic Church in 1964. She
continued her education, obtaining a
Master’s degree with honors in education in 1968. After a year of student
teaching, she and Ron moved to
Southern California where Ron was

employed as an engineer with North
American Rockwell and Boeing.
Always concerned about others,
Kathleen was active in many community charities, among them: Junior Ebell,
Assistance League, Children’s League,
and PEO.
Kathleen has a pillow on her bed that
describes her curious and adventurous
nature. It reads “Wanderlust: a desire to
explore & travel the world.” Kathleen
and Ron’s many travels took them to
China, Nova Scotia, Greenland,
England,
Ireland,
France,
the
Netherlands, Cornwall, Peru, Egypt,
Ecuador, Greece, and Mexico, to name a
few.
She is now at peace. Memorial mass
was held on July 10 at St. Philip Benizi
Catholic Church, Fullerton, CA.

Virginia Gloria Thomas
Virginia was born in El Paso, Texas in 1929. Then as an adult, she moved to
California and lived in Orange County for most of her life. She loved to knit and
crochet baby blankets, scarves, and hats for her loved ones. She was a long-time
parishioner of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Fullerton and was an avid member of
the Altar Society. She loved the Church. She was preceded in death by her husband, her parents John and Rosa, and her 2 sisters Alice and Theresa. She died a
peaceful holy death at the age of almost 91 years on the feast day of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary (July 20) whom she had a great devotion to. A rosary
was held on July 9 at McAulay & Wallace Mortuary, and a mass was held on July
10 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Fullerton.
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Oscar Hector Garcia, Jr.
Oscar Hector Garcia, Jr., Fullerton
resident of nearly 20 years, passed away
peacefully at home on the afternoon of
July 14, his big heart playing its last beat
just 9 days after his 59th birthday. His
unique personality, creative spirit, and
imaginative sense of
humor left an indelible impression on
family and friends
alike,
who
now
lament his passing
while holding many
cheerful memories
close to heart.
“Ozzie” was born to
Oscar and Velia
Garcia in 1961, shortly after the newlyweds moved from
Houston, TX, to
Compton, CA. The
first of three sons, the
Garcia’s
growing
family soon relocated to La Mirada, CA,
where Ozzie spent the rest of his childhood and early adult life.
After graduating from La Mirada High
School in 1979, Ozzie completed a culinary program at Cerritos College.
Pursuing a childhood dream to work at
Disneyland, he became a chef at
Disneyland’s famous Club 33, where he
incorporated his natural talents as an
artist. He earned many awards and honors for his creative culinary art that
encompassed ornate sculptures and
intriguing presentations showcased at
events and banquets.
With the influence of his musician
father, Ozzie learned guitar and bass at
an early age. Soon he was performing
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and recording with his brothers and
friends in the local rock, punk, and Latin
music scenes.
Ozzie married La Mirada native
Sandra Wetzler in 1985, and the two
became the youngest homeowners in the
City. A daughter,
Sarina, was born in
1986, followed by a
son, Justin, in 1990.
The family relocated
to Murrieta, CA.
Eventually Ozzie
followed his own
adventurous
path,
seizing opportunities
across
California,
Ohio, and Oklahoma
until finally settling in
Fullerton where he
spent his remaining
years.
Adored son, brother,
father, uncle, cousin,
friend, musician, artist, chef…Ozzie
filled many roles. Ozzie’s compassion
for the less-fortunate, support of social
causes, and love of animals are just a
few examples of his big heart. He has
left behind many to whose lives he
brought a big smile and good times. He
will be missed dearly.
Ozzie is survived by his mother and
father, younger brothers Gilbert and
Albert, son and daughter Justin and
Sarina Garcia, and nephew Austin
Pender. In lieu of flowers the family
kindly requests donations be sent in his
name to Disabled American Veterans
(www.dav.org) or a local animal protection agency.

LINDSEY
RIP Lindsey September 1980—July
23, 2020
Some people have an innate ability, a
superpower if you will. One to persevere
and forge on time and time again against
remarkable odds. Lindsey was one of
those people. Even though she experienced many physical hardships in her
young life, she continued to have that
spark of warmth and accessibility. From
her raspy voice, signature laugh, and a
big smile, Lindsey carried with her a
consistent and deliberate joy that she
shared often. I first met her six years ago
at Kelly’s corner at the Fullerton
Transportation Center while doing direct
outreach with the homeless. She was
instantly engaging. That was not lost on
so many guys that had crushes on her.
She had that girl next door magic. As for
her background, I don’t have the details
of her life journey. I don’t know where
she was born, if she has siblings, what
her dreams were when she was a teenager, her favorite kind of music, or her
favorite ice cream flavor. Those millions
of details are hers. But what I did get
from Lindsey during those mindful
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moments over the years at Kelly’s corner
was a friend, a real person. One that was
happy to see me. Jesus, that meant the
world. As much as I strive to help the
homeless, they help me even more. I
know she’s got many friends in
Fullerton who love her deeply and are
experiencing profound grief at her sudden passing. Me too. Thank you for
being in her life. She needed you and
you were there. To honor her, we can
carry the best of her with us. The ability
to keep a smile on our faces no matter
what. To face our challenges with grace
and determination. She was tiny but
mighty in her spirit. Lindsey, your life
was extremely hard, and I respect every
challenge you experienced and overcame. Your badassery game was on
point. Rest now Lindsey, your work on
earth is done. We’ll take it from here. I’ll
miss you sweet girl. May you be free of
pain and full of unbridled joy wherever
you are in the universe. Until we meet
again. Lindsey was 39.
—Leigh White

ANSWER
KEY
TO PUZZLE
“ROAD TRIP”
on page 7:

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since 2014.

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call (714) 525-6402

The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $15 for 50 words or less
per issue. Payment is by check only. The Observer assumes no liability for
ads placed here. However, if you have a complaint or compliment about a
service, please let us know at (714) 525-6402. Call City Hall at (714) 7386531 to inquire about business licenses. For contractor license verification go
to the California State Contractor License Board website at
www.cslb.ca.gov.

Teacher Support for Your Children
Individual or small group teaching in your home. Credentialed, Experienced,
Highly Recommended. •CA Certified K-12 •40+ years teaching experience
•Specializing in Special Education and literacy •Fluent Spanish speaker. Sheri
Spiller, MA (714) 688-6241 iteachla@gmail.com. Your children will thrive with
direct instruction, support, and organization.

City Launches ‘Feed Fullerton’
Meal Assistance Program
The city of Fullerton has implemented
a COVID-19 meal assistance program
called Feed Fullerton. The program
allows local restaurants to provide
much-needed food to eligible Fullerton
residents experiencing food insecurity
due to the pandemic. Eligibility is based
on Fullerton residency and income level.
Enrolled patrons will receive 6 vouchers
per month to use at participating restaurants, which are subject to change.
To view specialized Feed Fullerton
menus, English and Spanish applications, and to find more information
about this program visit www.fullertoncommunitycenter.com/feedfullerton.

Participating restaurants include:
•Calita Cafe
•Farmer Boys
•Fraise Cafe
•Les Amis
•Waba Grill
•Crepes Bonaparte
•Flame Broiler
•IHOP
•Papa Pizza Pie
•The Simple Greek
•Which Wich
•El Pollo Loco
•Florentines’s Grill
•Green Bliss Cafe
and more...
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