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Groundbreaking for Korean War Memorial: Local leaders and members of the Orange County Korean War 
Memorial Committee break ground at the site of the memorial at Hillcrest Park. Photo by Mike Ritto
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NAVIGATION CENTER 
OPENS FOR HOMELESS

Cisneros and Kim Face off in 
District 39 Congressional Race

Orange County COVID-19 Update

A 15,700-square-foot Navigation 
Center near the Fullerton airport opened 
in August to house up to 90 adults expe-
riencing homelessness, with an addition-
al 60 beds for adults in need of recuper-
ative care as they recover from surgery 
and other critical hospital care. 

The non-profit agency Illumination 
Foundation will not only temporarily 
shelter these individuals but provide the 
in-house support services they need to 
transition back into permanent housing 
and a stabilized life path. 

After the plan was approved by the 
city of Fullerton, additional private and 
public resources came to the table 
including the city of Fullerton, 
Illumination Foundation, the state of 
California, the county of Orange, 
CalOptima and even a private individual 
who purchased the building for the 
cause. 

“This is a transformational undertak-
ing in our efforts to address the home-
less situation here in Fullerton and 
Orange County,” Councilmember Jesús 
Silva said.  

 

by Jesse La Tour 
 
Incumbent Gil Cisneros (D) and 

Young Kim (R) are running against each 
other in the general election for 
California’s 39th Congressional District 
on November 3. The 39th Congressional 
district includes parts of Los Angeles, 
Orange and San Bernardino counties, 
and includes Fullerton, La Habra, La 
Habra Heights, Brea, Buena Park, 
Anaheim Hills, Placentia, Yorba Linda, 
Diamond Bar, Chino Hills, Hacienda 
Heights, and Rowland Heights. 

 
About Gil Cisneros 

 
Prior to serving in congress, Cisneros 

served in the United States Navy for 11 
years. In 2010, he won a Mega Millions 
jackpot worth $266 million. He and his 
wife became philanthropists, establish-
ing scholarships and programs for 
underserved students. 

Cisneros was first elected to Congress 
in 2018, when he defeated Kim for the 
seat vacated by 13-term Republican 
incumbent Ed Royce. 

He is on the House Committee on 
Armed Services and Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs and has sponsored a 
number of bills dealing with veterans 
services. 

 
About Young Kim 

 
Young Kim was born in South Korea. 

She and her family moved to the United 
States in 1975. She worked as a finan-
cial analyst for First Interstate Bank and 
then as a controller for JK Sportswear 
Manufacturing. Kim also started her 
own business in the ladieswear field. 

Kim worked for former Congressman 
Ed Royce for 21 years.  

by Matthew Leslie 
 
Orange County recorded 48,190 

cumulative cases of COVID-19 and 975 
total deaths as of August 29.  

Locally, Fullerton has confirmed 
2,177 cases, including 173 children, 
with 77 adult cases occurring in skilled 
nursing facilities within the City. 
Fullerton, with a total population of 
142,824, has had 40 people die of the 
disease so far. Ten of those deaths 
occurred in skilled nursing facilities.  

For comparison, the city of Orange, 
with a population of 141,691 has record-
ed 2,177 cases and 45 deaths, both fig-

ures comparable to those of Fullerton. 
By contrast, Irvine, with a population of 
280,202, has had 1,447 cases of the dis-
ease and only 12 deaths.  

On August 20, officials announced the 
first known child to have died in Orange 
County, a juvenile described as having a 
significant underlying medical condi-
tion. 

There are currently around 350 people 
hospitalized, with around 100 in 
Intensive Care Units (ICU). Seventy 
percent of ICU beds within the County 
are occupied, while only 29% of ventila-
tors are currently in use.  

Continued on page 2

 
Continued on page 9
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Orange County COVID-19 Update

Anniversaries
Weddings

Any Occasion !

One Call 
We Do it All !

FIVE FREE 
BANQUET
FACILITIES

Accommodating 
up to 800 people

Angelo�s       Vinci�s
Ristorante Est 1971

550 North Harbor Blvd 
Downtown Fullerton

714.879.4022

and

ORANGE COUNTY HOTLIST

BEST ITALIAN 2016 & 2017
Established in 1971, in this family-owned restaurant

you dine in the middle of an Italian town square 
complete with storefronts and twinkling lights.

Call 714.879.4022
www.AngelosandVincis.com

“Like” us on facebook.com/angelosandvincis

WIN
NER

“A PLACE TO EAT...A PLACE TO SEE.”

Ventilators are used for the most seri-
ous cases, although medical profession-
als have been able to decrease the 
patient need for them since the pandem-
ic began. 

County officials announced a second 
“Super Site” for testing at the OC 
Fairgrounds, in addition to the current 
one located at the Anaheim Convention 
Center. The site is expected to test up to 
500 people the first 
week of operation, and 
up to 1,000 per week 
thereafter. The sites 
will be open Monday 
through Friday, but 
appointments are nec-
essary. OC residents 
are encouraged to call 
(800) 446-8888 for 
more information. 
Although tests are 
free, they are meant 
for those who don’t 
otherwise have the 
opportunity to get one 
through their health-
care provider. 

The final week in 
August brought two 
significant develop-
ments related to the 
ongoing pandemic. 
First, Dr. Clayton 
Chau, Orange 
County’s Health Care 
Agency Director since 
June, was unexpected-
ly selected by the 
Board of Supervisors 
to also become the County’s Health 
Care Officer (HCO). Although Dr. Chau 
had been acting in that additional capac-
ity since the sudden departure of the for-
mer HCO, Dr. Nichole Quick, in May, 
officials had recently spoken during a 
press conference about the high number 
of well-qualified candidates applying to 
fill the vacant position. A permanent 
HCO was expected to be hired once 
another high-level post had been filled, 
that of Deputy Health Care Director. Dr. 
Chau said that the selection, made in a 
closed-door session of a recent BOS 
meeting, took him by surprise, but he 
said he was “grateful” and accepted the 
job. 

Both the Fullerton Observer and the 
Voice of OC questioned Board of 
Supervisors Chair Michelle Steel about 
the appropriateness of having Dr. Chau 
fill both roles given that the HCA 
Director answers to the BOS while the 

Health Care Officer, although hired by 
the BOS, derives authority from the 
state of California. Neither Steel nor 
Chau himself saw any potential for con-
flict of interest in filling both roles, 
despite the fact that the former HCO, Dr. 
Quick, resigned in May following her 
refusal to back down on requiring the 
wearing of face masks in the County 
(the State had not yet required them). Dr. 
Chau, then just starting as HCA 

Director, was asked to 
fill the HCO role as 
well, and, at first, held 
the line on face masks, 
arguing before the 
BOS that the order 
was necessary. 
However, he capitulat-
ed just days later, 
downgrading the order 
to a strong recommen-
dation. Answering 
questions on August 
27 about the changed 
opinion, he implied 
that it was he himself 
who had helped to 
convince the 
California Dept. of 
Public Health that a 
statewide order was 
necessary. One was 
put in place just a 
week later, rendering 
his about-face rescind-
ing of the County 
mask order obsolete. 

 The naming of Dr. 
Chau to the Health 
Care Officer might be 

seen as a way for the Board of 
Supervisors to consolidate power over 
both posts, removing a potentially dissi-
dent voice not subject to their authority. 
During the same August 27 press confer-
ence, Voice of OC publisher Norberto 
Santana directly suggested that Dr. Chau 
would be the least qualified HCO in the 
State, given his lack of some credentials 
held by HCOs in other counties, but 
Chau countered that he had taught pub-
lic health at UCLA for a decade.  

Santana also questioned the wisdom 
of choosing Dr. Chau for the post, given 
his lead role in what is now universally 
seen as a premature re-opening of busi-
nesses in OC early in the summer that 
had to be quickly closed down again 
after an increased in COVID-19 illness-
es and deaths. When asked by the 
Fullerton Observer for a ballpark num-
ber of how many people had become ill 
and how many had died as a result of the 

June re-opening, Dr. Chau responded 
that he didn’t have the number at hand, 
but did not dispute that increases in 
transmissions and deaths had occurred 
because of the State and County actions, 
although he later stressed that the entire 
state had participated in the re-opening, 
not just OC. 

BOS Chair Michelle Steel, a candidate 
for U.S. Congress in November, defend-
ed the naming of Chau as HCO, stating 
that he had been doing a great job meet-
ing with State officials and city man-
agers already, and that bringing another 
person in to fill the role in the middle of 
the pandemic might be difficult. She did 
indicate that after the pandemic things 
might be different, implying that some-
one else might then be brought in as 
Health Care Officer for the County. 
Fourth District Supervisor Doug 
Chaffee (Fullerton) declined to respond 
to the Observer inquiries about Chau’s 
appointment. 

The second important development 
concerning the fight against COVID-19 
came from Gov. Gavin Newsom on 
August 28 in the form of a new set of 
parameters for re-opening businesses in 
California counties. OC, just six days off 
the State’s monitoring list had added a 
number to that effect on its COVID-19 
dashboard web site, anticipating the 
close of a 14-day period on Sunday, 
September 6, during which countywide 
testing positivity rates must remain 
below 8% to begin relaxing some 
restrictions on businesses and schools. 

In a stated effort to avoid another pre-
mature opening of business, Gov. 
Newsom introduced a new, more 
nuanced framework for a more responsi-
ble and careful approach to allowing 
gyms, restaurants, salons, church gather-
ings, and other activities to eventually 
resume. The four-tiered system is 
intended to carefully transition counties 
from one color-coded category to the 
next, ranging from “minimal” to “wide-
spread...based on its rate of new cases 
and positivity,” according to the State’s 
website explaining the new system 

( h t t p s : / / c o v i d 1 9 . c a . g o v / s a f e r -
economy/#reopening-data).  

Most counties, including Orange, are 
currently categorized as Widespread 
(Purple), including virtually all of 
Southern California, except for San 
Diego County, currently in the next less 
stringent category of Substantial (Red). 
In order to move to the Moderate 
(Orange), and, ultimately, to the 
Minimal (Yellow) categories, counties 
“must remain in a tier for at least 3 
weeks before moving forward.” 
Counties must remain stable for at least 
two consecutive weeks. If the counties’ 
metrics begin to falter, it will be moved 
back to a more restrictive category. 
Counties are reviewed each Tuesday to 
determine their status. 

OC’s current status in the Purple 
Widespread tier is based on having no 
more than 7 new daily cases per 100,000 
residents and a test positivity rate no 
higher than 8%. It only allows the open-
ing of barber shops and beauty salons to 
open indoors with modifications, and 
shopping malls and all non-stand-alone 
grocery retail to 25% capacity for indoor 
operations. 

California’s Department of Public 
Health, whose director recently resigned 
in the wake of a State reporting testing 
error, released a public service 
announcement urging residents to main-
tain social distancing and to wear face 
coverings, and not to stray beyond their 
immediate households for Labor Day 
Weekend celebrations. On August 27 Dr. 
Clayton Chau emphasized the same con-
cerns about the holiday, which is gener-
ally an occasion for crowded beaches 
and end of summer parties. The Sunday 
of that weekend aligns with the end of a 
two-week period following Orange 
County’s removal from the Governor’s 
watch list. Dr. Chau said that Health 
Care Officers throughout the State 
shared his concern for elevated trans-
missions occurring as a result of Labor 
Day celebrations and urged people to 
say home and limit parties to online 
gatherings.

Continued from front page

  
 

Both the Observer  
and Voice of OC 
questioned Board  

of Supervisors  
Chair Michelle Steel 

whether having  
Dr. Chau fill both  

roles was a conflict  
of interest, given  

that as HCA Director  
he answers to  

the BOS while as  
Health Care Officer  
he derives authority  

from the state of  
California. 

She said no. 

Dr. Clayton Chau speaks at a recent 
virtual press conference. He now fills 

the dual roles of OC Health Care 
Agency Director and County Health 

Care Officer.

Supervisor Michelle Steel speaks at a 
virtual press conference. She said that 
there was no “conflict of interest” in 
having Dr. Chau serve as both HCA 

Director and HCO for Orange County.
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Navigation Center for Homeless Opens

INTERVIEW WITH JOSEPH PAK, FOUNDER OF THE 
OC KOREAN WAR MEMORIAL COMMITTEE

by Judith Kaluzny 
 
On Veterans’ Day, November 11, 

2009, Joe Pak, a loan officer, had occa-
sion to go to the Orange County 
Recorder’s office at the Civic Center in 
Santa Ana (Joe’s formal name is 
Dongwoo Joseph Pak, but everyone 
knows him as “Joe”). He strolled around 
the area after concluding his business. 
He saw a jet plane, a war plane—that 
was a memorial monu-
ment to World War I, 
World War II, the 
Korean war, and the 
Vietnam war. He noted 
56 names of men who 
died in the Korean war. 

Pak laid a flower at 
the foot of this monu-
ment to pay his respects. 
And he began to think. 
He had had business in 
Washington, D.C. as a 
member of the National 
Council on Disability, 
appointed by President 
Barack Obama, and for 
three to four years had 
visited the capital often. 
His disability resulted 
from contracting the 
polio virus as a child. 

Pak had visited the memorials to all 
the wars there in Lincoln Park. “I was 
shocked to see that not one name of any 
of the men who gave their all for the 
freedom of Korea was listed,” he said. 
“That  was  a stark contrast to the 
Vietnam War memorial. Where do the 
families of those Korean War soldiers go 
to remember their loved ones? I 
approached Jin Oh Kim, 21st president 
of the Korean American Federation of 
Orange County. There are 350,000 
Korean Americans in Orange County. I 
explained about the names. I had started 
researching to get all the names. Mr. 
Kim said it was a project he would work 
on as president of the Committee.” 

The Orange County Korean War 
Memorial Committee was incorporated 

with the state of California August 7, 
2013, and federal non-profit status was 
duly obtained.  Currently, the 
Committee consists of seven men and 
one woman. Pak has been secretary-gen-
eral of the organization since day one. 

“We approached the cities of Orange 
County—Buena Park, Cypress, La 
Palma, Irvine, Garden Grove, and even 
Los Angeles. We promised we would 
pay for everything, but still they were 

not interested. The Vietnam 
memorial in Washington is 
246 feet long, and they 
balked at the thought of 
that amount of real estate,” 
Pak said. “In 2013 I met 
with Bruce Whitaker in 
Fullerton. He told me that 
his father was stationed in 
Korea for a year, and that is 
where he (Bruce) was born. 
He said it was important to 
recognize the sacrifice of 
American soldiers. In 
2014, we signed a memo-
randum of understanding 
(MOU) with the city of 
Fullerton for the construc-
tion of a Korean war 
memorial.” 

Pak described planning 
the project and attempts to 

raise money. “We were back and forth 
with the Republic of Korea. A forum 
there said this would be a great thing. Jin 
Oh Kim wanted a huge memorial, a $3 
million project. Unfortunately, he died 
in Korea in 2016, and the project came 
to a full stop.” 

James Ro was the next president of the 
Committee. Pak thought about the scale 
of the project. He recalled Douglas 
MacArthur, the last five-star general and 
hero of that war.  Pak then conceived of 
a five-star configuration that could be 
six feet tall. Each star would have 10 
panels with 750 names per panel. “A 
compact project,” Pak noted. 

“If we had more money, we would 
build it bigger and better,” Pak said. 
“But the most important point of this 

  
 

The most  
important point  
of this project is 

 to have the  
names of all  

36,492  
soldiers who  

gave their  
precious lives. 

 
—Joe Pak

project is to have the names of all the 
soldiers who gave their precious lives.” 

There will be 36,492 names that will 
include men from United States and its 
territories—Guam, Puerto Rico, 
American Samoa, Northern Mariana 
Islands, and U. S. Virgin Islands. Of 
those, 2,611 are from California. Names 
were obtained from the National 
Archives. 

The original MOU had expired so the 
Committee obtained a new one on 
November 5, 2019. Other council mem-
bers had connections to Korea, accord-
ing to Pak. Jennifer Fitzgerald’s grand-
father had served in Korea, Jan Flory 
had been there in 2013, and Sharon 
Quirk-Silva was an honorary member of 
the Committee; her father had been 
injured in that war. 

“We feel very fortunate to be located 
at the duck pond in Hillcrest Park,” Pak 
said.  “There will be no damage to the 
environment, Hugo Curiel (Fullerton 
Parks and Recreation director) 
explained to us. It will put Fullerton on 
the map. It will be historic, one-of-a-
kind. People from New York coming to 
Disneyland will find it listed as ‘where 
to go’ in Southern California.” 

“The Committee will promote the site 
a lot through the Internet,” Pak said. 
“We will have a website that will 
include a list of donors, special recogni-
tion of significant donations, and a por-

tal for making donations online.” 
Pak explained that the purpose of a 

location in Hillcrest Park was to be near 
the five-panel war memorial located 
near Harbor Boulevard that lists the 
names of Fullerton soldiers from World 
War I, World War II, the Korean war, the 
Vietnam war, and the War on Terror. 
“There are Veterans’ Day activities 
there, so we wanted to be near that mon-
ument.” 

At this point, the Committee was short 
about $170,000 of their commitment of 
$720,000 to the City, of which $50,000 
has been paid, according to Pak. He said 
the Republic of Korea had approved the 
project as an overseas monument and 
approved in principal $210,00 in funds. 
The Committee will continue to pay for 
any necessary maintenance and repair to 
the memorial. 

“We would like to get this done by 
early next year. It has been my mission 
since November 11, 2009, as one way to 
show appreciation and gratitude to the 
United States of America.  It has been 
too long, 67 years since the armistice,” 
Pak said. The Korean War began June 
25, 1950 and ended on July 27, 1953. 

Mr. Pak has served as an assistant to 
Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva 
since 2013.  “Lately,” he said, “I am 
happy to hear people on both sides of 
the ocean call me a patriot for this 
Korean war memorial activity.”

Joseph Pak at the site of the future Korean War Memorial.  
Photo by Gaston Castelllanos

LIBRARY BOARD TO ADDRESS HUNT REHAB 
AT VIRTUAL MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 9

by Jane Reifer 
 
 The Hunt Branch Library is much 

closer to re-opening due to several sig-
nificant accomplishments: 
attaining National Register 
status, receiving a $2.5 mil-
lion State Library renovation 
grant, and the selection of an 
arts and literacy program-
ming partner, Heritage 
Future / Arts Orange County. 

Although the future for the 
Hunt Branch is looking very 
positive due to these achieve-
ments, the project still has 
several remaining major 
milestones.  

The Library Board of 
Trustees agendized a special meeting to 
discuss one of these, the building’s 
architectural rehabilitation. The meeting 
will include a visual presentation from 
Save The Hunt, one of the groups that 
rallied community support for the proj-
ect. The presentation will introduce rare 
photos, recent discoveries, and several 
relatively unknown resources that allow 

flexibility in restoration, while saving 
the character-defining features that will 
be one of the key draws for visitors and 
fans of the building’s celebrated archi-

tect, William Pereira. 
Save the Hunt is concerned 

that the public process should 
not be closed until the 
restoration issue is addressed. 
This can avoid the fate of 
other Fullerton buildings and 
Pereira–designed properties 
that have suffered insensitive 
and irreversible changes. 
There is some question as to 
whether public input on the 
rehabilitation issues will be 
resolved before the city starts 
abatement and construction, 

as work is scheduled to happen as soon 
as the last week of August. 

The public is invited to attend the 
online special meeting of the Library 
Board on Wednesday, September 9, at 
6pm at https://fullerton.legistar.com  or 
Spectrum Ch. 3 or U-Verse Ch. 99.  For 
more info on the Hunt Library, visit  
www.SaveTheHunt.com.

Community Group Advocates for Careful Restoration  

Inside the dining room of the new Navigation Center.

“We are thankful to Illumination 
Foundation for their partnership in pro-
viding humane and dignified services to 
those in our community who need it the 
most,” Silva said. 

Paul Leon is the CEO of Illumination 
Foundation. 

 “Until COVID-19 became an issue 
and our economy began to unravel, it 
may have seemed easier to think that 

homeless people needed to be handled 
by someone else,” Leon said. “Now, that 
sense of vulnerability and a feeling of 
grappling with the unknown is palpable 
to a much larger percentage of 
Americans. We all understand now that 
extreme economic hardship resulting in 
homelessness could happen to just about 
anyone.” 

For more information, visit 
www.ifhomeless.org. 

Continued from front page
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The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of council  

meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 

Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES  
AUGUST 18 MEETING

Closed Session

Before every public City Council meeting, there is a closed session in which 
Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public. 
During this closed session, Council met with staff to discuss negotiations with the 
various city public employee groups to discuss salaries, benefits, and working con-
ditions. 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING OVERLAY ZONE

Council approved an agreement with 
Dudek to develop a Housing Incentive 
Overlay Zone (HIOZ) to plan for sub-
stantially more housing units than ever 
before in the Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA) process. 

$310,000 in SB2 grant funds will be 
expended to produce this plan. 

The HIOZ will be designed to provide 

specified properties with the option to 
develop housing on a property with a 
non-residential zoning classification in 
exchange for providing a percentage of 
affordable housing units. The project 
includes evaluating up to 15 sites city-
wide to create the associated develop-
ment regulations and overlay zone pro-
gram.  

City Declares 4 Parcels Surplus Land 
Local Group Asks for Creekside Lot to Remain Open Space

by Jane Reifer 
 
At the June 16 and August 18 Council 

meetings, the City declared 4 city-
owned parcels “surplus land” which will 
allow the properties to be sold to build 
medium- or high-density housing, under 
provisions of a statewide effort to sell 
publicly-owned properties to develop 
more affordable housing. The lots are: 

•1151 W. Bastanchury Rd.  
(Bastanchury Tree Farm, a few blocks  
north of Malvern) 
•799 Rolling Hills Dr.  
(north of Beechwood School) 
•3151 N. Euclid St.  
(Euclid Tank Farm) 
•600 W. Commonwealth Ave.  
(City Yard portion) 
A new group, Friends of Fullerton 

Waterways (FFW), asked the City to 
keep the Bastanchury parcel (a few 
blocks north of Malvern) as an open 
space, watershed, or conservation area 

since it has substantial historic, cultural, 
and ecological value. There were his-
toric adobes and Indian archeological 
sites nearby, and a seasonal creek runs 
through that is one of the last remaining 
natural sections of the historic water-
course. It supports riparian habitat with 
native oak, willow, walnut, sycamore, 
and elderberry trees. The small forest 
provides habitat for a wide variety of 
local wildlife such as Cooper’s hawks, 
Great horned owls, and many different 
songbirds. 

Declaring the properties as surplus 
allows the City to either save the land 
for watershed, conservation or open 
space, or put the properties on a  
statewide list of housing developers who 
then have 60 days to work out price and 
terms with the City. The City is allowed 
to sell at below-market rates, with the 
intention of incentivizing a percentage 
of affordable housing. The rest may be 
market-rate or luxury housing.

Safe Parking Program Extended 

Council voted to extend the City’s 
Safe Parking Program through 
December 31, 2020. The program pro-
vides a designated safe place to park and 
receive services for people living in 
their vehicles who have a tie to 
Fullerton. The program is currently run 
by local non-profit Pathways of Hope. 

The extension is due to COVID-19 
and the concern with where the current 
and future homeless clients will migrate 
to find other safe parking locations. 
Additionally, Pathways of Hope and the 
TriParish Collaborative are working 
with Supervisor Doug Chaffee on an 
expansion of the program County-wide. 

The cost estimate for the provision of 
on-site security and sanitation infra-
structure to implement a four-month 

extension of the Safe Parking Program 
is $60,000 ($15,000 per month). The 
requested $60,000 is available in the 
received CARES funding from the 
County. 

The program began on November 12, 
2019 with Illumination Foundation 
operating it and providing case manage-
ment services for all program partici-
pants. On May 19, Pathways of Hope 
took over as the new service provider. 

Here are data for the program from 
November 2019 to August 2020: 

 
•24 clients served, including a family  
with an infant 
•18 vehicles used the Program 
•6 clients housed 
•All clients linked to services 

Buy in Fullerton Vehicle Incentive Program 

Council voted 4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to 
implement a Buy in Fullerton Vehicle 
Incentive Program. 

The program would provide a $500 
rebate to Fullerton residents and busi-
nesses who purchase or lease a new or 

used vehicle from a franchised Fullerton 
auto/motorcycle dealer in order to 
encourage people to buy in Fullerton. 

Participating dealerships are McCoy 
Mills Ford, Ocean Subaru of Fullerton, 
and Los Angeles Harley Davidson. 

COMMONWEALTH AVE.  
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS 

Council approved a $4,517,360 con-
struction contract with Big Ben, Inc. for 
a Commonwealth Avenue Infrastructure 
Improvements Project from Balcom 
Avenue to Acacia Drive and rehabilita-
tion of Raymond Avenue from 
Commonwealth Avenue to Chapman 
Avenue.  

The project also involves replacement 
of the existing sewer main, installation 
of a new water main, reconstruction of 
roadway pavement, replacement of 

deteriorated curbs, gutters, sidewalk, 
cross gutters, spandrels, and construc-
tion of new ADA access ramps. 

The current Pavement Condition 
Index (PCI) scores for Commonwealth 
Avenue are 33 (Very Poor), 35 (Very 
Poor), 43 (Poor) and 57 (Poor). PCI 
scores will reset to 100 (Very Good) 
upon completion of the improvements. 

Construction is anticipated to begin in 
late September 2020 and completed in 
early March 2021. 

New Broadcasting Service for City Meetings

Council voted 4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to 
change its city broadcasting provider 
from MC Video (which has been provid-
ing broadcasting services for the past 25 
years) to Tripepi Smith.  

The City broadcasts City Council and 
Planning Commission meetings on 
Channel 3 and Channel 99. The three-
year contract with Tripepi Smith for 
cablecasting services is $110,517. This 
is covered by Public, Educational and 

Governmental (PEG) fees.  
Tripepi Smith currently provides sim-

ilar services to the cities of Bellflower, 
Huntington Beach, Placentia, Villa Park, 
Culver City and Indian Wells.  

Mike Castillo of MC Video thanked 
the City for 25 years of service.  

“We are always available if the new 
model does not deliver the broadcasting 
services we have provided for the past 
25 years,” Castillo said. 

Agenda Forecast 

The next Fullerton City Council meet-
ing will be Tuesday, September 15. 
Agenda items include: Short-Term 
Rentals, Commercial Cannabis, 
Sidewalk Vendors, Agreement with 
Fullerton Firefighters Association, 
Review of Mayor and Mayor Pro Team 
Rotation Policy. 

Bastanchury Tree Farm. Photo by Jensen Hallstrom
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Photo Quiz

Last issue: Wow, a large number of 
you recognized the Community of 
Christ Church at 117 N. Pomona. One 
of the true landmarks of our down-
town, the brick building was con-
structed in 1909 and originally was the 
First Methodist Episcopal Church.

This Issue: This unique wood frame house (below) unfortunately burned to 
the ground on August 18. On what major avenue was it located? 

 
Send your answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

HILCREST PARK 
DUCK POND

This $1.2 million project is set to 
be completed in September. Natural 
looking, rock-filled creek bed, 
drought-tolerant landscaping and 
irrigation, and some nice spots to 
stop and take it all in can be seen 
here. There will be walkways and 
seating along Brea Boulevard. For 
so many of us, that Duck Pond was 
one of the main attractions of 
Hillcrest in our youth, along with 
the Bowl that we slid down on card-
board or blocks of ice, so it will be 
a great feeling to go there once 
again.  

 Costs are being paid mainly from 
funds already set aside by the city of 
Fullerton for parks restoration, 
improvement, and development, 
plus Fullerton received a grant from 
the state of California for $380,000.   

Korean War Memorial

After years of planning, a Korean War Memorial will be built next to the restored 
pond, just off Brea Boulevard. Estimated cost, $720,000. The Orange County 
Korean War Memorial Committee has raised $330,026 and the Ministry of Patriots 
and Veterans Affairs of the Republic of Korea has pledged $216,000 to support the 
memorial, which will list the names of more than 36,000 Americans who gave their 
lives in the War, a conflict that lasted from June 1950 to July 1953. There was quite 
a turnout for the ground-breaking. Parking lots were filled and so were the seats, but 
fortunately, that area has many mature trees so there was shade for all on another 
very hot Summer day. See related story on page 3.

MUSEUM CENTER

Fullerton loves its museum and a lot is going on to make sure programs, events, 
and exhibits will continue this year. Many have stepped up their money-raising 
efforts to make up for the funding shortfall. The Woman’s Club of Fullerton donated 
$4500 they received from Ocean Subaru of Fullerton’s Share the Love charity 
event. The money will fund the upcoming “The FMC and ME” exhibit. In addition, 
many local artists created and donated original works of art, which will be sold, and 
all proceeds from the sale of those pieces will also go directly to the Museum 
Center. They will be on display at the Museum Center from September 3 through 
October 29. 301 N. Pomona Ave. Fullerton. 

New in Town
Many murals have been either 

restored or uncovered the past few 
years, and a new one is taking form right 
now. This one is being created at a new 
business called The Coffee Cup at 220 
N. Malden. Not sure about the interior 
design, but the last we checked the 
progress of the mural, it was getting 
close to completion. As you can see, it’s 
a very detailed and colorful painting that 
covers the entire back wall facing the 
parking lot. As many times as I have 
been there, I have not been able to con-
nect with the artist, but no doubt details 

will be known by the time our next issue 
is published. 

Scheduled to open in early 2021 (and 
aren’t we all looking forward to spend-
ing time in that new year), Ostrich Egg 
Distillery at 129 W. Commonwealth will 
be a fully functioning distillery with a 
standard product line and “twists on 
some that will result in one-of-a-kind 
spirits.” They will also have a Members 
Club, so once this insane year is over, 
we can all welcome this new business to 
our downtown. 

Above: Hillcrest Park Duck Pond renovations are underway.
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ACROSS 
1. Tanning lotion letters 
4. Word with jeans or moon 
8. Compact ___ 
13. Fencing blade 
14. ___ of Sandwich 
15. Flamboyance 
16. *Chicken cries? 
18. "___ my reasons" 
19. Lace a shoe, e.g. 
20. Belgrade native 
22. Verb for Popeye 
23. ___ of hand, in magic 
25. Scour 
27. Sheep comeback? 
29. Most rational 
32. Last known member of the  
California Native American  
Yahi people 
35. ___ Martin (cognac) 
37. Drug bust measures 
38. Sgt., e.g. 
39. "___ with you"  

(Christian greeting) 
41. Angels, on a scoreboard 
42. So-called "Ship of the Desert" 
44. 2019 film "How to Build a Girl"  
actor Arinze 
45. Frau's partner 
46. Ethically indifferent 
48. French story, in a building 
50. ___ Express (restaurant chain) 
52. Great Plains tribe 
56. Cheer repeated before  
"sis-boom-bah!" 
58. Annual TV award for athletes 
60. Has a sense of belonging 
61. Love, in Lyon 
63. *Painful climbing obstacles? 
65. Sustenance from heaven 
66. Roman wolf goddess,  
in Rick Riordan books 
67. Weight watcher's plan 
68. Wooly one 
69. In the past, in the past 
70. Paul McCartney title 

DOWN 
1. Go bad 
2. Fly-catching bird 
3. "La Dolce Vita" director Federico 
4. *Questioning actress  
Arthur's location? 
5. Order's partner 
6. WWW addresses 
7. Someone ___ (not mine) 
8. *Emergency religious stop? 
9. "___ bin ein Berliner" 
10. *Really crack up a Beauty? 
11. Sparkling Spanish wine 
12. Watch part 
13. Newts 
17. Sale letters 
21. Coke alternatives 
24. Fine-tune 
26. Prefix with cycle or lateral 
28. Roast host 
30. Fly like an eagle 
31. Ivan or Nicholas 
32. Machu Picchu builder 
33. Hoodwink 
34. Word that is pronounced the same  
but spelled differently...and what each  
word is in the starred clues 
36. "Fiddler on the Roof" role 
39. *Cool airline music? 
40. *Ursine achievement? 

43. Historical period 
45. Groups of seven 
47. Mormons, initially 
49. Canter or gallop 
51. Mac maker 
53. Computer data acronym  
since the 1960's 
54. Trail follower 
55. "Wear green ___ Patrick's Day" 
56. Jared Goff and Aaron Donald 
57. Asian nurse 
59. Part of BYO 
62. Article in Le Monde 
64. Record albums, briefly

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020 

“SOUNDS LIKE...” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

Garden Tips: Elephant Food

by Penny Hlavac 
 
One of my favorite things about gar-

dening is trying new plants. 
Unfortunately, through the years a num-
ber of these new plants have not worked 
out. They turn out to require too much 
water, or look ratty in the summer, or are 
a magnet for pests. Although I will prob-
ably always want to try new plants, it’s 
great to have a few that will never let me 
down. One of these is the South African 
succulent plant Portulacaria afra 
‘Variegata,’ or “Elephant Food.” It 
requires no supplemental water once 
established, is long-lived, easy to propa-
gate from cuttings, pest-free and looks 
good year-round (no “off season”). With 
purple stems and variegated foliage 
(cream and green but from a distance 
giving an impression of yellow), this 
low-growing cultivar provides an inter-
esting  color contrast with other plants in 
the garden. 

Imagine my surprise on reading a 
recent BBC report that the plant that has 
provided me with so many garden solu-
tions can also provide one of the solu-
tions to climate change. It has to do with 
the versatile way in which Elephant 
Food carries on photosynthesis. 
Photosynthesis is the process by which 
plants make their own food using carbon 
dioxide, water, chlorophyll, and energy 
from the sun. Plants take in carbon diox-
ide from the air by opening microscopic 
pores in their leaves and stems. Most 
plants do this during the day but plants 
growing in very dry environments can-
not afford to lose the water vapor that 
may escape from their pores in the hot 
sun. So, some desert plants, such as the 

cacti, open their pores at night to capture 
the carbon dioxide (so, less water loss). 
They then change the carbon dioxide 
into malic acid, which can be stored 
overnight and converted back to carbon 
dioxide for photosynthesis the next day 
when the sun is shining, and their pores 
are closed. 

According to the BBC report, a very 
few plants—possibly only 25 species on 
earth—are able to switch from one 
method to the other according to how 
much moisture is in the air. One of these 
plants is Elephant Food. This versatility 
makes the plants especially efficient at 
taking carbon out of the atmosphere, 
providing a valuable “carbon sink.” 

The South African government’s 
Working for Ecosystems program pro-
poses to plant 2.5 million acres of the 
wild form of Portulacaria afra. The 
amount of carbon sequestered by this 
giant thicket could offset almost 3 times 
the amount of emissions produced in the 
U.S. in 2019. And there are other bene-
fits. Unlike my low-growing variegated 
form, the wild form grows upright and 
can reach 16 feet, providing cooling 
shade. The planting and tending of the 
cuttings can provide jobs for local peo-
ple. It can help control erosion and its 
leaf litter can enrich the soil. And it 
could provide a valuable source of food 
for wildlife, including elephants (which 
is where it gets one of its common 
names). Other common names include 
Spekboom and Miniature Jade. 

The article can be found on line at 
www.bbc.com/future/article/20200203-
the-south-african-plant-fighting-cli-
mate-change.

The South African succulent plant Portulacaria afra ‘Variegata,’  
or “Elephant Food” is good at capturing carbon dioxide.
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD 

HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling 714-870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman 

 
Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on  

2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  
1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton.  

For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

Learning programs for 2020/2021: 
The District Staff and Board members 
discussed the learning programs for the 
2020/2021 school year. Superintendent 
Pletka, Board members, and staff said 
that the remote learning program for the 
fall will not be like the spring program. 
The District will continue to fund the 60 
hotspots from Verizon Wireless to pro-
vide Internet access for students in low-
income areas of Fullerton for the 
2020/2021 school year. The District is 
also purchasing additional licenses from 
Florida Virtual Schools for remote learn-
ing programs, as well as additional 
licenses from Canvas. All 4th-8th grade 
students who lack access to computers 
will have computers available to them. 

Attendance, Participation, and 
Engagement Focus: Teachers will 
track/monitor students’ daily attendance, 
participation, and engagement in dis-
tance learning. There will also be parent 
engagement trainings on technology use 
and home supports. Schedules will be 
posted online.  

Communication: The district has 
implemented a tiered plan for outreach 
in order to determine student needs, 
including health and social services. 
Parent coordinator Ms. Egleth Nuncci  
said that every school needs to have a 
way to communicate with multilingual 
parents. 

Grant Funds: FSD has been awarded 
a grant of almost $300,000 through the 
K12 Strong Workforce Program. The 
awarded funds will be used to work with 
Fullerton College and North County 
Regional Occupation Program (ROP) 
over the next 2 years to enhance and 
expand FSD’s college and career path-
ways program known as PATHFinder. 

FSD has also been awarded over $5 
million by the California Department of 
Education for the Inclusive Early 
Education and Expansion Program.  
This funding is allocated over the next 3 
years to increase access to inclusive 
publicly-funded state preschools for 
children with disabilities, including 
those with severe disabilities.

Board Updates 
 
The trustees inducted new Student 

Board Member Jenna Beining, a senior 
at Sunny Hills High School, onto the 
FJUHSD board. Student School Board 
Members are there by law to contribute 
student voices and non-binding provi-
sional votes on open discussion topics of 
the school board. They do not have 
access to private information but can 
add valuable student perspectives on 
programs and policies that directly 
affect student education and life. 

School principals provided updates 
for the first time since April. Notably, La 
Vista and La Sierra High Schools intro-
duced a new student e-sports program 
and Troy High School was able to offer 
virtual internships for its students this 
summer. 

 
COVID-19 Safety  
Committee Report 

 
The Safety Committee presented a 

plan to enact when schools start an in- 
person, hybrid schedule and possibly 
continue the protocols when full-time, 
in-person schedules eventually resume. 
This plan contains onsite inspections of 
adherance to daily protocols that include 
universal mask wearing any time social 
distancing is not possible (with certain 
medical exemptions), heat sensitive 
cameras, and between class session dis-
infection of desks and high-density han-
dling surfaces. All the trustees supported 
the safety measures. The entire safety 
committee presentation is on the 
FJUHSD website homepage, 
www.fjuhsd.org. 

The Board of Trustees approved the 
previously proposed hybrid schedule to 
be implemented once Orange County is 
removed from the California watch list, 
infection rates lower to State acceptable 
standards, and the rate of infection con-
tinues below that threshold for 14 con-
secutive days. The hybrid schedule now 
must be approved by the Fullerton 
Secondary Teachers Union because it 
modifies their current contract. 

Board Meeting Calendar 
 
Trustee Fawley proposed to remove a 

board meeting in February. The other 
trustees had little public comment, and 
only Trustee Buchi indicated her dis-
agreement. Regularly scheduled Board 
meetings are posted at the beginning of 
the year and are the main way that a 
school board transparently conducts the 
business of a district. Although open to 
the public, special open board meetings 
are posted only 72 hours prior on the 
FJUHSD website calendar making it 
difficult to be aware of their occurrence. 

 
Budget Update 

 
Assistant Superintendent of Business 

Services Joan Velasco updated the 
2020/2021 budget from the State. The 
budget ended up with a 26.6% cash 
reserve which translates into around $46 
million dollars. 

 
Bond I Update 

 
Todd Butcher, Director of Facilities 

presented the final project list funded by 
2014 Measure I. The project list 
includes retrofitting the Fullerton 
Auditorium (with State matching funds), 
aquatics facilities at La Habra, 
Fullerton, and Sonora High Schools, and 
science classroom upgrades. The 
trustees approved a priority project list 
that included La Habra High School the-
ater modernization for the old theater 
and Sonora High School original gym 
renovation with the understanding that if 
funds dry up due to construction cost 
inflation that these two projects would 
be moved to deferred maintenance. 

Trustee Buchi commented on existing 
serious hardscape issues at La Habra and 
Fullerton Union High Schools. The 
other trustees seemed uninterested in 
discussing this issue and Mr. Butcher 
suggested addressing this project as 
deferred maintenance projects if the 
other trustees did not want to divert 
bond money to fund this project. 

 
Next regular meeting is September 1.

australianswimschool.com

AUGUST 4 BOARD MEETING
JULY AND AUGUST MEETINGS

Jeanette Vazquez Resigns from  
Fullerton School Board

President Jeanette Vazquez of the 
Fullerton Elementary School District 
Board of Trustees resigned from her 
position (effective immediately) during 
the August 11 Board meeting. Following 
this announcement, the Board was re-
organized with Hilda Sugarman serving 
as the new Board president, and Beverly 
Berryman serving as Vice President. The 
seat vacated by Vazquez will remain 
unfilled until the November election. 
She represented District 5. As of August 
12, only one candidate, Leonel Talavera, 
has qualified to run for that seat. The 
seat will be filled in December, follow-
ing the election. 

Vazquez, who is also a full-time 
teacher, posted the following message 
on social media on August 12: 

“It is with a heavy heart that I share 
my decision to resign from the Fullerton 

School Board. I did not come to this 
decision lightly. As a family member 
and teacher, I understand the impact this 
pandemic has had on our community 
and in the educational setting. 
Continuing online instruction this fall is 
no easy task for our students, teachers, 
and families. As I prepare to fully 
emerge myself in the educational setting 
as a teacher and learner, I believe it is 
best for me to step down for the remain-
der of my term. I am deeply grateful for 
the support I received from family and 
friends when we began our campaign 4 
years ago. To the community members 
of Area 5 and Fullerton families, I thank 
you for your support. I am proud of the 
work we have advocated for in the last 4 
years for our local neighborhood schools 
and remain committed to advocating for 
educational equity in our community.”
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Cisneros and Kim Face off in 
District 39 Congressional Race

She served as Royce’s  community 
liaison and director of Asian affairs. 

She was elected to the California State 
Assembly in 2014, defeating 
Democratic Assemblymember Sharon 
Quirk-Silva. In 2016, in turn, Quirk-
Silva defeated Kim in a re-match. 

 
Cisneros’ Voting Record 

 
Though Cisneros has only been in 

office since 2019, it has certainly been 
an eventful year and a half. Though 
many of the bills he voted for passed in 
the Democrat-Majority House of 
Representatives, they either were not 
voted on or failed in the Republican-
Majority Senate. 

Nonetheless, his votes on these bills 
give a sense of his priorities and values. 
Here are some of the key bills he voted 
for. This information was obtained on 
the helpful web site www.votesmart.org. 

Health Care. Cisneros voted to 
enhance the Affordable Care Act, he 
voted for the CARES Act, and he voted 
for a bill to lower prescription drug 
costs. 

Environment. Cisneros voted for the 
Climate Action Now Act, which 
requires the President to take environ-
ment policy actions previously commit-
ted to under the Paris Climate 
Agreement. He voted for the bipartisan 
Great American Outdoors Act, which 
establishes the National Parks and 
Public Land Legacy Restoration Fund. 
He voted for the PFAS (Per-and polyflu-
oroalkyl substances) Action Act. 

Criminal justice. He voted for the 
George Floyd Justice in Policing Act, 
which prohibits discriminatory policing 

practices, requires increased accounta-
bility for law enforcement misconduct, 
and increased transparency and data col-
lection. 

Economy. Cisneros voted for the 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) and 
Health Care Enhancement Act in 
response to COVID-19. 

Civil rights. He voted for the Equality 
Act, which prohibits discrimination 
based on sex, sexual orientation, and 
gender identity in areas such as educa-
tion, employment, and housing. He 
voted to reauthorize the Violence 
Against Women Act, and he voted for 
the Paycheck Fairness Act, which 
requires that men and women receive 
equal pay for equal work. (This one has 
stalled in the Senate). 

Immigration. He voted for the 
Humanitarian Standards for Individuals 
in Customs and Border Protection 
Custody Act, which requires the imposi-
tion of health and hygiene standards 
relating to the care of undocumented 
immigrants in US Customs and Border 
Protection custody. 

He voted to impeach Donald Trump, 
President of the United States, for high 
crimes and misdemeanors. 

 
Kim’s Voting Record 

 
Though she has not served in 

Congress, Young Kim, too, has a voting 
record, as she has previously served in 
the California State Assembly. 

Her voting record in the State 
Assembly is more notable for her “no” 
votes on a number of key Assembly bills 
than her “yes” votes. Here are some of 
the key bills she voted “no” on. 

High-Speed Rail Project. Kim voted 
against funding for the project. 

Environment. She voted against 
Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emission 
Levels (SB 859), against Prohibiting 
Orca Captivity and Breeding (SB 839), 
against AB 96, which Prohibits Sale of 
Ivory and Rhino Horn, against 
Establishing Renewable Energy 
Production Targets (SB 350), and 
against AB 2002, which requires 
Coastal Commission Members to 
Disclose Private Meetings. 

Jobs. Kim voted against Increasing 
the Minimum Wage (SB 3), and against 
Requiring Overtime Pay for 
Farmworkers (AB 1066). 

Criminal justice. She voted against 
Authorizing Early Release for Certain 
Prisoners in Solitary Confinement (SB 
759), against Expanding Voting Rights 
for Certain Convicted Felons (AB 
2466), and against Exempting Minors 
from Prostitution Charges (SB 1322). 

Gun Control. Kim voted against 
numerous gun control bills, such as SB 
1235, which requires background 
checks to buy ammunition; against 
Prohibiting the Possession of High-
Capacity Gun Magazines (SB 1446), 
and against Prohibiting Concealed 
Firearms on School Grounds (SB 707). 

Sex Education. She voted against 
Comprehensive Sex Education (AB 
329). 

Kim didn’t vote “no” on everything. 
She sponsored a bill to establish May 26 
as John Wayne Day (ACR 137), but it 
did not pass. 

She voted “yes” on AB 1732, which 
Requires Single User Restrooms to be 
Gender Neutral, “yes” on AB 718, 
which Authorizes Sleeping in Vehicles, 
and “yes” on SB 1069, which Amends 
Requirements for Accessory Dwelling 
Units. 

 
Campaign Contributions  

In addition to looking at their voting 
records and backgrounds, it’s also 
instructive to look at campaign finance 
data for candidates. The official reposi- 
tory for campaign finance data is the 
Federal Elections Commission (FEC). 

According to FEC filings, as of 
6/30/20, Cisneros has raised $2.6 mil- 
lion. 

According to FEC filings, as of 
6/30/20, Kim has raised $3.1 million. 

To learn more visit www.fec.gov.

Continued from front page

Young Kim (R) Gil Cisneros (D)
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL 

Fred Jung 
Business Owner/ 

Non-profit Director 
District 1

Andrew Cho 
Fullerton Parent/  
Business Owner 

District 1

Faisal Qazi 
Neurologist/  

Businessman/Parent 
District 2

Questions 
for 

Candidates

1. How would 
you balance the 
budget? What 
are your fund-
ing priorities? 
What new 
sources of fund-
ing do you sup-
port?

2. What 
police reforms, 
if any, would 
you implement?

3. What bal-
ance of housing 
types (afford-
able, market-
rate, permanent 
supportive) do 
you envision for 
the City? 

4. What are the 
primary causes 
and best solutions 
to homelessness? 
What role does the 
City have in solv-
ing this problem?

The City's budget is a state-
ment of our values. It says 
what we truly care about, and I 
will prioritize the people of 
Fullerton by leading on cost 
savings, reprioritizing depart-
ment budgets, actively compet-
ing for grant opportunities, and 
investing our resources back 
into the community. 

Nick Dunlap 
Fullerton Businessman/ 

Parent 
Distsrict 2

I would grow the economic 
tax base by enhancing pro-
grams that incentivize busi-
nesses to hire additional 
workers and expand their 
businesses. I will seek out 
waste and abuse while priori-
tizing public safety.

I would balance the budget by 
stimulating economic develop-
ment and to facilitate greater 
economic prosperity. My fund-
ing priorities include our infra-
structure & economic develop-
ment. We can look for state & 
federal grant funding for our 
infrastructure and in the future 
perhaps focus on crafting a sales 
tax that is directed towards spe-
cific needs such as road and pipe 
repairs.

After Fullerton experienced 
one of the worst police beatings 
in U.S. history with the murder 
of Kelly Thomas in 2011, we 
have yet to address simple fixes 
everyone agrees with. As your 
councilmember, I will lead on 
bringing greater accountability 
and transparency when it comes 
to our public safety. 

I have a very personal story 
when it comes to housing in 
Fullerton. Having safe, clean, 
accessible, and affordable 
homes within reach of 
Fullerton families, seniors, and 
youth means that we need 
comprehensive solutions that 
include the right home for the 
right place. All housing has a 
role to play.

When housing is out of 
reach, families can’t afford to 
pay for rent, women and chil-
dren escape domestic vio-
lence, and medical bills pile 
up, it’s no wonder so many 
are teetering on the edge of 
homelessness. It’s our duty to 
address affordability, 
improve health, and keep the 
vulnerable safe. 

5. What is the 
most important 
issue that is 
unique to your 
district? 

The most important issue 
District 1 residents are looking 
at is land use. Whether it’s 
families overcrowding two or 
three per home, housing stabil-
ity, West Coyote Hills and 
open space, District 1 is abuzz 
with the council’s decisions on 
land use.

I believe that updating and 
restructuring how our police are 
trained is key to creating a safe 
environment for our residents. 
In light of the current tensions 
and distrust of Police culture, it 
is important to ease these ten-
sions by addressing tangible 
elements that give rise to such 
distrust and re-establish faith in 
our public safety officers.

I envision mixed-use develop-
ments that are a combination of 
affordable and market-rate 
housing. Our City would also 
have sections of permanent sup-
portive housing to help our 
homeless population create sta-
ble lives to transition back into 
the workforce and community.

The causes of homelessness 
greatly vary but are generally 
due to lack of economic oppor-
tunities or health issues. 
Solutions include building more 
affordable housing and collabo-
rating with non-profits to pro-
vide support and resources.The 
City’s role in combating home-
lessness is an extension of the 
County’s role. 

  

I believe surplus land discov-
ery with potential future devel-
opments will be some of the 
most unique issues residents of 
District 2 would face. 

I oppose defunding the 
police.  I would assign special-
ly-trained officers to assist 
community policing efforts in 
the areas of mental health and 
homelessness to ensure that 
homeless people get the help 
they need.  I would also add 
additional school resource offi-
cers in our schools to protect 
our children.

Young people need housing 
that they can afford. This hous-
ing needs to be zoned appropri-
ately and reflective of their sur-
rounding neighborhoods.  
Supportive housing should be 
in areas close to the services 
these individuals need, but 
without placing them where 
they would alter the character 
of our residential neighbor-
hoods.

Homelessness is a societal 
problem that is the product of 
many factors.  I would work 
with organizations like  
Illumination Foundation to 
build additional beds so we 
can provide services for those 
who are willing to get the 
support they need while 
allowing us to continue 
enforcing local anti-camping 
ordinances.

District 1 is a very diverse 
district with many different 
constituencies, each with their 
own unique needs.  We must 
ensure the economic vitality 
of District 1.  Families and 
small businesses need help 
getting through the COVID-
19 pandemic. The homeless 
need assistance getting 
through the challenges of 
daily life.

Simply put, we need to 
bring businesses and jobs 
back to Fullerton. In doing 
so, we can grow our tax 
base without taxing work-
ing families. This means 
welcoming new small 
businesses with proper reg-
ulation and licensing while 
proactively soliciting new 
businesses and helping 
existing small businesses 
thrive. 

Protecting residents and 
families from violent crime is 
an important function of local 
government.  Instead of 
defunding the police, I 
believe we should work with 
law enforcement through 
enhanced training, oversight, 
and community policing.  
FPD has been improving, and 
we need to ensure they con-
tinue to improve and 
progress. 

We must ensure there is 
an array of market-rate, 
workforce, senior, and per-
manent supportive housing 
while maintaining the 
character of our neighbor-
hoods.  Working and 
retired people should be 
able to live, work, and 
retire here in town in the 
homes they rent or own.  

Homelessness has a wide 
variety of causes, including 
mental illness, drug use, and 
economic hardship.  We 
must balance services and 
enforcement by leveraging 
County/State resources to 
help people in need but also 
enforce our laws to prevent 
camping, loitering and tres-
passing.  We owe it to socie-
ty to get this right. 

Hands down, the most 
important issue to our dis-
trict (our City) is the condi-
tion of our roads, streets 
and infrastructure. With a 
median home price of 
$682,000 and the taxes we 
pay, it’s unacceptable there 
isn’t a smooth ride from 
points A-B on virtually any 
stretch of road in town. 

Note: District 2 
candidate Charles 
Sargeant did not 
reply to our e-mails.
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CANDIDATES ANSWER QUESTIONS

Mackenzie Chang 
Asylum Officer/Teacher 

District 2

Bruce Whitaker 
Incumbent At-large 
Councilmember 

District 4

Aaruni Thakur 
School Board Member/ 

Attorney 
District 4

Fullerton needs to evalu-
ate its existing funding com-
mitments and move to 
reduce its largest expendi-
tures while improving the 
quality of service. Priority 
should be given to reducing 
spending and reducing our 
tax burden. I propose replac-
ing the current underfunded 
pension system with a tradi-
tional 401k retirement fund 
system. 

Fullerton has been through 
the death of Kelly Thomas 
and the release of internal 
investigations reports were 
damning. While Fullerton has 
undertaken measures in the 
past decade to be more trans-
parent, ensuring officers 
remain connected and close 
to the community is vital to 
rebuilding trust and effective 
policing.  

I believe that the govern-
ment is poor at predicting 
housing market conditions 
now and in the future. It 
should not be choosing win-
ners and losers in housing. I 
would be skeptical of any-
one who tells you that they 
know better how many 
houses Fullerton needs and 
at what prices. 

Mental health and sub-
stance abuse are contribut-
ing factors to homelessness 
as well as the high cost of 
rent and living in Fullerton. 
However, homelessness is a 
far more complicated issue; 
factors including past trau-
ma and economic shocks 
like the pandemic can all 
cause it. There is no simple 
answer. 

A 9% sales tax is not 
unique to our district, but our 
businesses and the people 
who work there will feel the 
effects of people crossing the 
border to Brea and La Habra 
to save in taxes and will 
make investing in our City 
less appealing. 

Reduce extraneous administra-
tive expenses. Help elect a coun-
cil majority to take real action in 
attracting businesses that keep 
shoppers in Fullerton. Vintage 
stores and tattoo shops are abun-
dant, but residents head to neigh-
boring cities to do their real 
shopping. We must modernize 
our industrial areas to expand 
our commercial base.  

Expand training in appropriate use 
of force. Strongly support public 
safety, while weeding out bad 
apples. De-militarize the initial 
response of officers on the ground, 
while increasing community 
involvement in police oversight. 
Good policing is critical! Fullerton 
should be an example to Orange 
County of limited and reasonable 
force. 

Sufficient revenues to have 
great roads, sewers, parks, schools 
and public safety, cannot be 
achieved with a zero-growth men-
tality toward market rate housing. 
Diligently attract the right kinds 
of projects to address mandated 
workforce and affordable housing 
thresholds, while increasing our 
property tax base, without tax 
increases. 

Real economic hardship, men-
tal illness and addiction are all 
factors. We must be empathetic 
and bring humanitarian stop-gap 
solutions, for the sake of the safe-
ty and living conditions of all of 
our residents and businesses. An 
effective combination of support-
ive programs and enforcement is 
necessary. 

Crumbling roads and sew-
ers are a particular problem 
in District 4. The entire city is 
impacted by years of fiscal 
irresponsibility, and the 
resulting budget crisis we 
face is due to poor choices 
and deferring real priorities.

Balancing the budget is very diffi-
cult without cuts or increased rev-
enue. Leaving positions open rather 
than filling them is acceptable to 
me, though not ideal. Police have 
deferred a raise until next year. 
Department heads have taken a 5% 
paycut. Reserve fund was $9 mil-
lion and $3 million was used for this 
fiscal year. I fear that further deteri-
oration of the economy will only 
lead to more cuts. I am in favor of 
selling surplus City properties. 

I am in favor of most of the 
reforms undertaken since the 
Kelly Thomas murder. We have a 
homeless liaison unit, which I sup-
port. I will support reforms that 
demilitarize the police department. 
I support more civilian oversight 
of the police department.

The City is currently reviewing 
the Overlay Plan. I am interested 
in looking at re-zoning and using 
this to push for 20% affordable 
housing when negotiating. I sup-
port Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADUs), and additional perma-
nent supportive housing.

I think many of the solutions 
come in the form of addressing why 
40% of Americans cannot afford an 
unexpected $500 expense. Taken 
with increased diagnosis of mental 
health issues, closure of State hospi-
tals by Reagan, and substance 
abuse, this is truly a national and 
regional problem. We need advo-
cates that can appeal to the County, 
State and Federal representatives. I 
can do this very well.

Homelessness, public safe-
ty/code enforcement, and infra-
structure. Unfortunately, these 
are not unique to the district.  

Campaign Finance 
Information

by Jane Rands 
 
There are no campaign contribution limits 

for City Council candidates in Fullerton. 
Candidates can accept contributions from an 
individual, a political committee, a business 
entity, political party, or small contributor com-
mittee. Contributors do not have to reside in a 
candidate's council district and if elected, a 
council member is not required to recuse them-
selves if an issue comes before them that may 
affect the donor financially or otherwise. 

Voters can see who is contributing to a City 
Council candidate and how much by looking at 
the Campaign Finance forms candidates file 
with the local elections official, the Fullerton 
City Clerk. The Clerk makes filings public 
within 2 days of receiving them at the Fullerton 
City Clerk's Office or online at docs.cityof-
fullerton.com/weblink. 

Candidates whose campaign committees 
were formed prior to July 1 have filed a semi-
annual Form 460 that covers the first half of 
2020, up to July 1. The first pre-election cam-
paign finance filing for contributions received 
between July 1 and September 14 will be avail-
able by September 24 for all candidates who 
plan to raise or spend $2,000 or more. 

District 1 candidates Andrew Cho and Fred 
Jung, both opened their committees after July 1 
so neither has field a semi-annual Form 460. 
However, both have filed a few Form 497s for 
contributions of $1,000 or more from a single 
source. Consumer Bankruptcy Attorney 
Andrew Cho reports receiving $2,000 from a 
real estate broker, $1,000 from the president of 
Nina's Fashion, and $2,899 from the Lincoln 
Club. Fullerton Bears Football League 
Founder and Coach, Fred Jung has reported 
$2,500 from Vargas Tree Service, $2,500 from 
the CEO of Organix Tree Debris, $1,000 from 
an owner of Matador Cantina, $1,000 from the 
CEO of the Lounge Group, and $1,000 from 
the campaign of Sharon Quirk-Silva for 
Assembly 2020. 

There are 4 candidates in District 2, but only 
two have raised funds. One candidate, Asylum 
Officer Mackenzie Chang, is not soliciting 
funds. He filed a Form 470 stating that he will 
not be raising or spending more than $2,000. 
However, Charles Sargeant, owner of M Park 
Maintenance, initiated his campaign commit-
tee in August 2019 but has not yet reported 
raising $2,000 to qualify as a committee. 

Of the other 2 candidates running in District 
2, Nick Dunlap, Sr. VP of Avanath, an invest-
ment firm that buys, renovates and owns 
affordable housing, opened his campaign in 
January 2019 raising $40,000 that year and 
nearly $20,00 in the first half of 2020. Most 
recently, he has filed one 497 for a $4,335 con-
tribution from the Lincoln Club. 

Neurologist Faisal Qazi opened his cam-
paign on July 31 and has no semi-annual 460 
report, but has filed one 497 with a $1,000 con-
tribution from the campaign of Sharon Quirk-
Silva for Assembly 2020, $500 from a physi-
cian, and $1,000 from the president of Dana 
Investment Corp. 

District 4 candidates includes 2 elected offi-
cials, Bruce Whitaker who has serving his 10th 
year as an at-large council member, and Aaruni 
Thakur, Area 1 Trustee for the Fullerton School 
District. 

Bruce Whitaker has raised $1,800 since he 
re-designated his campaign at the end of 2018 
to run in District 4. Recently he reported an 
additional $1,868 from former Fullerton 
School Board Trustee, Chris Thompson. 

Aaruni Thakur's campaign qualified on 
July 1. Since then he has filed 6 Form 497s 
beginning with his own $5,000 loan to his cam-
paign. Subsequent filings show $1,000 from 
Sharon Quirk-Silva for Assembly 2020, $2,000 
from the CFO of Nibbi, $1,000 from the owner 
of Todd Olivas and Associates, $1,500 from a 
surgeon, $1,500 from an investor, and $1,000 
from a retiree.
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Voters Have Three Ways  
to Cast Their Ballots

by Divia Swendson 
 
This year in Orange County, elections 

are being run in order to ensure the safe-
ty of the health of voters. First, every 
registered voter in California will 
receive a ballot, and each person will 
have 3 choices on how to vote. The 
options are as follows: 
to vote in person at a 
vote center, to mail in 
the ballot, or to drop off 
a ballot at a drop-off 
location. The OC 
Registrar of Voters has 
informed us that voters 
will have a five-day 
period, from October 30 
to November 3, to uti-
lize vote centers. One 
vote center for every 
50,000 registered voters 
is required by the Voters 
Choice Act, and at a vote 
center one can register 
to vote, vote in person, 
or drop off a ballot. 

Because of COVID-
19, these vote centers 
will implement new health and safety 
guidelines to protect staff and voters, 
and will have larger voting rooms to 
facilitate social distancing. In addition, 
ballot drop-off boxes will be placed 
around the City and at least one drop 
box for every 15,000 registered voters 
will be required. The locations for the 
drop-offs are yet to be decided, however, 
following the Voters Choice Act, they 
are to be secure, accessible to voters 
with disabilities, and located as near as 
possible to public transportation routes. 
The precise locations of the vote centers 
and ballot drop boxes will be finalized in 
late September, and this list will be 
mailed to every voter as part of the Voter 
Information Guide. 

The third option for voting is mail-in 
ballots (also known as Absentee 
Ballots), and these will be counted as 
long as they are postmarked by Election 
Day, November 3, and received no later 
than 17 days after Election Day. 

Some people feel concerned about 
how secure mail-in voting is, and 
whether their vote will count. These vot-
ers can rest assured knowing that many 
strategies are in place. 

First of all, numerous studies have 
shown that cases of mail-in voting fraud 
are rare (0.00025%). Any attempt at 
fraud is most likely discovered, and 
Orange County has several screening 
procedures before counting a vote. 

To prevent fraudulant duplication and 

filling out of vote-by-mail ballots, 
Orange County prints ballot paper with 
a special tint along with having strict 
security in place to protect ballot paper. 
Ballot printers in California must be cer-
tified by the Secretary of State of 
California and must meet strict security 
requirements. Vote-by-mail ballots also 

need a verified signature 
of the voter, and that sig-
nature must match the 
signature on file. The bal-
lot must be returned in the 
envelope provided with it 
in order to be counted. 

With all the safety pro-
tocols and studies show-
ing the rarity of mail-in 
voter fraud, voting by 
mail is a viable and secure 
option. People benefit 
from this form of voting 
because it helps them 
avoid contact with peo-
ple, and it is convenient. 

Orange County voting 
trends show that mail-in 
voting was becoming 
increasingly popular well 

before COVID-19. In fact, in special 
elections, more people have been voting 
by mail than in person at polling places 
since 2005. 

Today, the idea of mail-in voting has 
been politicized, especially with recent 
comments from the President connect-
ing mail-in voting to “election fraud.” In 
reality, it’s likely that many of his votes 
were cast through mail-in voting, since 
the 2016 Presidential Primary shows 
that 29.2% of people voted by mail ver-
sus 20.3% who voted at polling places. 

Recent comments from Trump reveal 
his strong position on mail-in voting. He 
said in a White House briefing regarding 
the Coronavirus, “No, mail ballots, they 
cheat. OK, people cheat. Mail ballots are 
a very dangerous thing for this country 
because they [people] are cheaters.” 

However, although President Trump 
has voiced strong disapproval of mail-in 
voting and has continued his vocal 
objections very close to the upcoming 
election, he has actually benefitted from 
mail-in voting in the past.

  
 

Numerous  
studies have  
shown that 

 cases of  
mail-in  

voting fraud 
 are extremely  

rare  
(0.00025%).

To learn more about voting options in Orange County visit www.ocvote.com.
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Distance Learning: 
What HS Students Think 

(Based on a survey of 170 students)

TEEN OBSERVER 
by Francine, 9th grade

KIDS RULE 
by Abigail, 5th Grade

ELVIS:  
THE BEST DECISION 

I’VE EVER MADE

WHAT’S TRENDING?  
by Irene, 9th grade

CLOUD BREAD!

National Lazy Mom’s Day Sept 4

LET’S CELEBRATE 
by Alexandria, 9th grade

THE GOOD SIDE By Mateo, 7th Grade

The Fun Side of Distance Learning

For high school freshmen in a new 
school, our first day of classes was quite 
unusual.  Instead of frantically searching 
for the right classrooms, and possibly 
arriving late to our classes, we were 
worrying about Internet problems and 
making sure we were showing our faces 
to our teachers and not giving a tour of 
our bedroom or ceiling.   

With distance  learning being imple-
mented again while we wait until it is 
safe to attend in-person classes, it is 
worth knowing how the students feel 
about it. Do they like it?  If yes, what 
makes it cool?  If not, what is it in dis-
tance learning that makes their lives 
miserable?  Is it something that parents 
or school officials can help with? Below 
is the result of a survey  I conducted two 
weeks after school opening, with the 
help of Fullerton Joint Union High 
School District teacher/ASB advisor 
Mike Paris. 

 
Do you like distance learning?                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Yes: 112   (66%)                                                                                                                                                                                               
No:   58   (34%)                                                                                                                                                                                                      

This result is pretty interesting 
because in my previous article, only 
25% of the high school student popula-
tion in the district  were signed up for 
distance learning.  Even though the sur-
vey represented only a small group of 
high school students, the trend shows 
that more students actually like distance 
learning. Because it is the parents who 
have signed up for their students, could 
this mean that students’ preferences may 
differ from their parents’? 

 
Top two reasons why  you  

like distance learning: 
•Learning from the comfort of my  

home (no need to dress-up, commute, 
wake up too early). 

•Relaxed/flexible format (no need to 
rush to change classrooms and longer 
passing periods/break times to do things 
like eating or just chilling out).                                                                                                                                                                         

 
Top two problems with   

distance learning:  
•Internet/app/device issues or inter-

ruptions on a regular basis. (slow inter-
net, slow chromebook  that is also too 
small, buffering/connection lag, apps 
not loading or connecting) that keep stu-
dents worried about missing what their 
teacher says or scared about infuriating 
their teacher when asking them to repeat 

a question. Other students feel nauseous 
or have headaches due to too much 
screen time on a chromebook that is too 
small.                                                                                                                                

•Boring/less engaging classes and 
missing the fun of  in-person interaction 
with teachers and classmates driving 
students to be lazy and not motivated to 
participate in class nor do homework.                                                                                                                                     

Unlike my classes last spring with few 
students attending optional Zoom meet-
ings, this year almost all students have 
been attending Zoom classes according  
to the bell schedule because it is 
required. However, for these students 
who are not cool with distance learning, 
even the idea of being graded may not 
be enough to compel them to participate 
or submit their homework.   So far, 
teachers have to  keep reminding some 
students to submit homework. 

 
Top 2 favorite things to do during 

break or after school:                                                                                                                                         
•Eating and taking naps. 
•Using electronic devices such as 

phones, iPads, or personal computers to 
chat with friends, browse social media, 
play video games, watch movies, or lis-
ten to music. 

 
It might be a relief for parents and 

school officials to know  that in-person 
classes may soon be an option (around 
September 14  if Orange County 
remains off the watch list from Aug 23)   
but even when distance learning is the 
only option, it is great to know that more 
students get to appreciate the good 
things with this format.  Nevertheless, it 
is important to note the top two prob-
lems that students have to deal with.  
The Internet/device/app issues seem to 
make life miserable for a great number 
of students (half of the respondents).  
While we are told to let teachers know 
and seek help from tech support,  per-
haps parents and school officials can 
come up with more ways to work 
around it.  Lack of motivation due to the 
absence of in-person interaction is also 
worth a closer look.  Only about a quar-
ter of respondents are struggling with 
this problem but these teens are worth 
the time and effort of anyone who is able 
to help them win their battles.  Thanks to 
the teachers who are making the effort to 
schedule one-on-one chats with each 
student in class. These conversations 
might help.

School is back in session for almost 
three weeks now, and although we can’t 
see each other in person, it is still  fun to 
see old friends and teachers once again 
on screen.  Although distance learning 
may not seem so cool at first, it actually 
has many benefits not available when 
going to school in person. Here are some 
of the benefits that keep online school 
fun for everyone and sometimes even 
better than regular school. 

Didn’t get your assignment done on 
time? Not to worry. Depending on when 
your teacher will correct your assign-
ment, you can take some time during 
recess or lunch time to complete your 
work. Since we are all attending classes 
from our homes, sometimes teachers 

and friends (if they are allowed to) can 
give the class an inside look at their 
rooms or workspaces. This is always fun 
because you wouldn't have a clue what 
your teachers’ or friends’ houses look 
like.  Even funnier is being able to use 
virtual backgrounds, witness funny 
moments in someone else’s background, 
or just relax in your room as you learn 
all the same things you would learn in 
normal school. These things help to 
liven up the atmosphere and make 
everyone forget about the ongoing pan-
demic. Hopefully still, we will be able to 
go back to school soon  and see each 
other in person once again. Stay safe and 
happy!

 We have been  in quarantine for 
almost six months. Can you believe 
that?  I  am not as bored, though, as 
I was when quarantine started. It’s 
because someone, or should I say, 
something very special came into 
my life. A guinea pig! I know that 
my parents would say no to a dog, 
because I already asked them mil-
lions of times before, so I knew a 
guinea pig would be a great start. 
Getting a guinea pig has really 
affected my life because it has 
helped me through this pandemic, 

A mom does a lot for her family every day. She cooks, cleans, earns money, etc. 
Moms don't get to take a break; there is always something for them to do. To cele-
brate moms and give them a break, National Lazy Mom's Day was created. This 
holiday is celebrated every year on the first Friday of September, which falls on the 
4th this year. It's easy to get this holiday mixed up with Mother's Day, but they are 
two very different events. Even on Mother's Day, moms are usually doing some-
thing instead of resting all day. Lazy Mom's Day allows moms to completely stop 
their work and take the full day off for themselves.  I wonder if moms actually cel-
ebrate this holiday. It's not too late to get your mom to start this tradition this year!

 TikTok is back with another food trend that’s supposedly soft, simple, and satis-
fying.  Cloud bread has recently become the hot topic of discussion. Like the name 
suggests, it’s soft and pillowy, almost like a mixture between bread and meringue. 
The best part is, you probably have all these ingredients lying at home, which 
include the following: 3 egg whites, 2 ½ tbsp of white sugar, 1 tbsp cornstarch, food 
coloring (optional), and vanilla extract for extra flavor (optional).  It’s aesthetically 
pleasing and easy to make, but when it comes to food, the most important factor is 
undoubtedly the taste. There are several reviews online claiming that it’s not quite 
as appetizing as it seems.  It doesn’t taste like your traditional bread; not even close 
to it. This pretty much defeats the whole purpose of “bread,” however, it's a great 
low-carb alternative for those looking for a healthier option. And that leaves us with 
an important question—is this food trend really worth the hype? 

especially in helping me not get bored. 
Also, when I am feeling sad, and I hear 
squeaking, it makes me laugh. Getting a 
pet during this pandemic really helped 
me, and maybe, just maybe, getting a 
pet will help you too.
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Macadamia Nut Trees Have Roots in 
Strange Spiritualist Cult in Placentia

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2020

Dr. Louis Schlesinger 
of the Societas Fraternia 

(aka Placentia Grasseaters) 
Courtesy of OC Historyland.

Did you know that Placentia is the 
place where the first Macadamia tetra-
phylla trees in California were planted? 
These Australian nut-producing trees 
were planted prior to 1890 by a mysteri-
ous commune of spiritualists known as 
Societas Fraternia, more commonly 
known as the Placentia Grasseaters, 
which the Anaheim Gazette once called 
“the oddest religious cult ever organized 
in California.” 

According to the Placentia Historical 
Committee, the Grasseaters were “a 
Spiritual vegetarian community who 
were regarded with some skepticism by 
their neighbors. The group, or what 
might be seen as a cult, lived on the 
Hinde property in George Risdale 
Hinde’s home, a two-story, fourteen-
room mansion on 24 acres near the inter-
section of Palm and Placentia Avenues. 
They were an intriguing group of indi-
viduals that stirred up national scandal 
in 1879.” 

The Grasseaters had their roots in 
modern spiritualism. In fact, the Hinde 
family had been prominent in English 
spiritualism in the first half of the 1870s. 
In early 1876, George R. Hinde, his 
brother, and their families came from 
Darlington, England, where the brothers 
had inherited their father’s successful 
brewery business and enjoyed a com-
fortable and affluent position. George 
Hinde and his wife Hannah were 
remembered as “friendly, intellectual 
people, interested in music and good 
entertainment, as well as their spiritual-
ism.” 

One of the most renowned spiritualists 
to come out of Victorian America was 
Cora Scott Hatch. She met the Hinde 
brothers while she was living for 2 years 
in England, and together they developed 
the idea for a spiritualist colony in 
California, one that didn’t have any par-
ticular dietary doctrine. Led by Cora’s 
“higher guides,” George, with his fami-
ly, selected 24 acres in Placentia on 
which he founded his colony and con-
structed his mansion. Cora stayed with 
them until the plans for the house were 
completed, then departed in April of 
1876. 

Around his house George Hinde prop-
agated many fruit trees and vegetables. 
Even though George clearly affirmed in 
interviews that his original intent was to 
found a spiritualist colony, not a fruitar-
ian colony, the quality of his produce 
was highly praised by many. Walnuts 
were grown in this area as a major com-

mercial crop before oranges dominated 
the economy and George Hinde devel-
oped a new walnut variety that he named 
Placentia Perfection; it won acclaim at 
the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893. In 
fact, you can still see an offshoot of one 
of his trees growing in the Fullerton 
Arboretum today. 
Apparently, they raised 
the finest fruits and 
vegetables, and made 
walnut, peanut, and 
olive oils. 

People came from 
long distances to buy 
their produce. 
However, the only 
public contact the 
colonists had was for 
the purpose of adver-
tising their crops. 
Efforts to return to the 
brewing trade and an 
attempt to import fer-
rets from England to 
clear pests from their 
groves were both 
unsuccessful, so many 
troubles and much liti-
gation soon plagued 
the Hinde family. 

In 1878, Dr. Louis 
Schlesinger arrived in Placentia, claim-
ing to have been led by his own guide 
spirits to Hinde for the purpose of form-
ing a great society that he would call 
Societas Fraternia. Schlesinger became 
the resident medium in Placentia and 
President of the Societas Fraternia in 
partnership with George Hinde. Under 
Schlesinger’s influence, dietary restric-
tions were imposed since he believed 
that “cooking destroyed the spiritual 
essence and so the nutrition of food.” 
Therefore, everything had to be eaten 
raw, which meant no meat or dairy were 
allowed. The society used only the fruits 
and vegetables they grew, as well as the 
cereals they raised and ground them-
selves. 

Hinde seemed to agree with 
Schlesinger and added a more religious 
motive when discussing the bounty of 
the land. “We partake of all those pro-
ductions in their natural state fresh from 
the orchard, garden, or field, full well 
realizing that human manipulations of 
any form of food is equivalent to saying 
that the Good Father or Creator left said 
food imperfect, and that we can improve 
upon it,” Hinde said. 

In 1879, it was outside awareness of 

this severely restricted diet that caused 
problems for the colony. According to 
the Placentia History Room, there was a 
Reverend Toombs who registered a 
complaint with local authorities that 
Hinde’s 4 children were being starved to 
death. The colony was then raided, and 
an infant was taken from Mrs. Hinde 
and later placed in the care of a neigh-
bor. Because Orange County was still 
part of Los Angeles County at the time, 
the case was tried at a distant court in 

L.A., where it was 
decided that the Hindes 
did not have criminal 
intent to harm their chil-
dren. However, they 
were found to be so 
much under the influ-
ence of Schlesinger that 
the jury felt sorry for 
them. The jury deter-
mined that the diet was 
favorable to health, 
George Hinde was 
acquitted,  and the infant 
was returned to its moth-
er. Activities such as this 
led to the Grasseaters 
having other names: 
Starvationists and 
Faithists. 

The Anaheim Gazette 
wrote a story in May of 
1879 that tells how 
Hinde and Schlesinger 
planned to frighten 

neighbors into thinking Placentia was 
haunted. It’s possible that they were try-
ing to convince the community of their 
ability to contact the dead. Strange 
lights caused by kerosene-soaked cotton 
balls and shadowy movement near an 
old adobe woke up the dogs owned by 
Samuel Kraemer and the dogs took off 
on the trail of a mule with a strange-
looking rider. The rider turned out to be 
George Hinde. 

Some boys from Anaheim were later 
alerted by the barking dogs, went out-
side, and saw the adobe in the flickering 
light. They threw a stone at the doorway 
and Schlesinger’s head appeared in the 
window. He shouted, “Be Gone! Disturb 
me not! I am in converse with the spir-
its.” These young men from Anaheim 
who exposed Schlesinger that night 
threatened to tar and feather him. 
Despite some local acceptance from 
people who joined the Grasseaters, 
Schlesinger was asked to leave the com-
munity in 1881. 

Two longtime residents of Placentia 
stated that, as children, they were 
instructed to stay away from the colony 
and they never went there. Tales circu-
lated that free love was practiced at the 

  
 

According  
to the Placentia 

Historical  
Committee, the 

Grasseaters were  
“a Spiritual  
vegetarian  

community who  
were regarded  

with some  
skepticism by  

their neighbors.” 

commune and members who died were 
buried on the property under a certain 
tree. Financial problems persistently 
plagued George Hinde and the Societas 
Fraternia, but this didn’t dissuade new 
followers from joining. They would 
bring their children with them and keep 
them out of the local school. Two boys 
said they “were tired of eating carrots 
and turnips” and fled from the colony. 
They got as far as L.A. before being 
returned to their parents. 

In 1890, the Society was headed by 
George Hinde, William Wiederhold, and 
Walter Lockwood who went by the 
name Thales. According to former 
Orange County archivist and longtime 
local historian Phil Brigandi’s website 
OC Historyland, “when asked why they 
wouldn’t answer census questions, 
Walter Thales explained that it was 
because they were not citizens of the 
United States but citizens of the World.” 
That year each of them had to pay a $50 
fine since they wouldn’t participate in 
the national census, saying they could 
not “support such pride in the size of the 
country.”  

In 1891, the Grasseaters had 13 living 
members with at least 9 members of the 
colony deceased and buried on the prop-
erty. George Hinde died in 1911. Walter 
Lockwood died in December 1921. The 
directorship of the property and funds 
were then contested by Mrs. Wiederhold 
who objected to her husband’s leader-
ship, and the land went into the hands of 
the public administrator when William 
Wiederhold died several months after 
Lockwood. The last surviving member 
of the clan was Frank Benjamin Hinde, 
George’s son, who died in 1924 at the 
age of 45 and was also buried in sack-
cloth on the estate grounds. 

George G. Key tells in his Placentia 
History that when Mrs. Wiederhold and 
her son came to give condolences to his 
mother after the death of his father in 
1916, she offered, “If you ever have a 
message for your husband, just let me 
know because his spirit is resting on our 
mantle,” to which George’s mother 
replied, “We have four mantles in our 
home and I believe if he was going to 
roost on any mantle, he would come 
home to roost.” 

In 1931, the Placentia Courier report-
ed that James Tuffree had bought the 
final remaining 10 acres of the Societas 
Fraternia land and the house with the 
Round Tower. Supposedly, Schlesinger 
was asked about the round rooms and he 
explained that they were round to facili-
tate the air circulation. But according to 
George Key, James Tuffree said there 
were no round corners in the house. So, 
maybe the ghosts did stay up in the tiny 
corner of the bedroom where the walls 
and ceiling met. 

Today, the only reminder of the 
Grasseaters is the plaque commemorat-
ing the macadamia nut trees planted by 
George Hinde that can be viewed on 
Macadamia Lane near the pool of a pri-
vate community just west of Placentia 
Avenue across from the Albertson’s mar-
ket. The inscription on the historical 
plaque reads, “These Australian nut-pro-
ducing trees are the oldest Macadamia 
tetraphylla in California. They were 
planted prior to 1890 by a local spiritu-
alist health colony, the Societas 
Fraternia. Members experimented with 
many varieties of fruits and nuts to 
enhance their strict vegetarian diet. The 
colony remained active until the 1920s.” 
While Orange County Historical Site 
No. 34 is listed with the address as 136 
Palm Circle Road, the plaque is actually 
located on Macadamia Lane, but can be 
seen through Google Street view.
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HITS  
&   
MISSES  

by Joyce Mason © 2020

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 

A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

DRIVEWAYS: TWO HITS

Pathos and humor walk a tightrope in 
this delicately-written, beautifully-
acted, and sensitively-directed film.  
Both timeless and current in its themes, 
“Driveways” is a quiet film that lingers 
on scenes long enough for us to get to 
know the 3 principal characters and to 
hope that life will turn out 
well for them. Some of 
the action is predictable 
but nuance, subtleties, 
and careful editing keep 
us invested in both plot 
and human interaction. 

Kathy (Hong Chau), a 
single mother raising an 
8-year-old son, Cody 
(Lucas Jaye), has arrived 
at the home of her recent-
ly deceased older sister in 
order to clean out the 
house and prepare it for 
sale.  Korean War veteran 
and widower Dell (Brian 
Dennehy) lives next door 
and sticks pretty much to 
himself. Gruff and lacon-
ic, Dell is not the kind of 
neighbor who welcomes new faces, and 
a misunderstanding ensues almost 
immediately when Kathy accuses him 
of squirting her son with the hose. But 
Dell agrees with Kathy when she tells 
him that she has cautioned her son not to 
speak to strangers. 

We get some backstory as Kathy takes 
on the monumental task of cleaning out 
the mounds of clutter and decay, includ-
ing a dead cat, in the house of her sister, 
who was 12 years older than Kathy, and 
whom Kathy hadn’t seen in several 
years. Feelings of guilt nag at her for her 
own neglect in not trying to keep up 
their relationship. But Kathy is a good 
Mom and has a protective and endearing 
relationship with Cody, a shy child, not 
comfortable with some bullying neigh-
borhood boys interested in getting Cody 
to box with them. He also has an embar-
rassing habit of vomiting in situations 
that frighten and overwhelm him and he 
finds himself more comfortable around 
Dell than with his aggressive peers. 

We also learn that Dell had a wife 
named Vera and has lived alone since 
her death. He regrets not having spent 
more time with her and not appreciating 
her thoughtfulness and gentle company. 
Dell eats alone each night and his only 
diversion is going to the V.F.W. Hall to 

play bingo. But his clos-
est friend is beginning to 
lose his memory and 
when he forgets to pick 
Dell up for bingo, it is 
Kathy who drives him to 
the Hall.  Noting that 
Kathy has not been able 
to afford to have the elec-
tricity turned on in her 
late sister’s house, Dell 
runs an electrical cord 
from his house to hers. 
He is also happy to have 
Cody in his home when 
Kathy is running errands 
and Cody is comfortable 
finding a cozy corner in 
Dell’s house for reading, 
Dell’s comment being, 
“He’s good company.” 

There are some unexpected plot 
developments in “Driveways,” but they 
happen so seamlessly and are so generic 
to the situations that we never feel 
manipulated. Screenwriters Hannah Bos 
and Paul Thureen along with director 
Andrew Ahn trust their audiences to fill 
in gaps that don’t need unnecessary 
explication. In this they are aided by 
peerless actors. 

We should also note that Brian 
Dennehy passed away in April this year 
of cardiac arrest after a lifetime acting in 
stage, television and movies. He won 
two Tony Awards, a Golden Globe, and 
received 6 Primetime Emmy nomina-
tions. Although born in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, he was often cast as an 
Irish Catholic priest and seemed iconic 
in that role. Passing away at age 81, 
Dennehy had appeared in 180 films, 
working until the end. 

“Driveways” is available through 
Video on Demand and on Amazon 
Prime.

KOREAN ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEMPORARY ART 
EXHIBIT OPENS AT THE MUCK

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center’s 
latest exhibit “Nestle into Nature: 
Movements Seeking Balance” opened 
August 16 for private viewing. The 
exhibit seeks to unfurl the complexities 
of the natural world and forge an under-
standing of the connection between 
nature and identity. 

The exhibit is composed of the works 
of 8 Korean artists, all of whom immi-
grated to the United States. The exhibit-
ing artists are Ji Young Oh, Jin Sil Kim, 
Peggy Lee, Yoon Chung Kim, Koo Jah 
Kim, Young Shin Kim, Young Ku Park, 
and Soojung Park. 

Guest curator Sunook Park, a profes-
sor in CSULB’s School of Art, has cho-
sen each artist for their unique perspec-
tives of the Earth, its landscapes, and 
what it means to be Korean.  

The artists explore concepts such as 

morality/movement, technology/tradi-
tion, and deconstruction/harmony in 
relation to the Earth and how they 
choose to embrace their cultural lens in 
that experience. 

Although each piece in the show is a 
story of its own, when viewed together 
they encapsulate a shared reflection. 

“Nestle into Nature: Movements 
Seeking Balance” will be on view from 
August 17 to October 9. The exhibit will 
be available for private 15-minute view-
ings for groups of no more than 4 people 
with a $5 entry fee. Visitors must wear 
masks and make reservations online 
before coming to the gallery. 

The Mukenthaler Cultural Center is 
located at 1201 W Malvern Ave. in  
Fullerton. For more information visit 
www.themuck.org or call (714) 738-
6595.

Fullerton Museum Center  
Hosts ‘The FMC and Me’ Exhibit

The Fullerton Museum Center (FMC) 
has announced a new exhibit entitled 
“The FMC and Me.” This exhibition 
will pay homage to the history of the 
Museum and its role as the cornerstone 
of the community. 

The FMC asked community members 
to join in by creating art panels and sub-
mitting work to the exhibit.  

These artworks will be available for 
purchase while on display in the exhibit. 

All proceeds go to funding the Museum, 
which had much of its funding cut earli-
er this year. Check out the Facebook 
group Friends of the Fullerton Museum 
Center which was organized to help 
keep the Museum alive amid recent 
funding cutbacks. 

“The FMC and ME” will be on dis-
play at the Museum Center (301 N. 
Pomona Ave) from September 3-
October 29.

  
 

“Driveways” is  
a quiet film that 
lingers on scenes 
long enough for 

 us to get to  
know the  

characters and  
to hope that life  

will turn out  
well for them. 

The Woman’s Club of Fullerton donated $4500  from Ocean Subaru of Fullerton’s 
Share the Love charity event to help fund “The FMC and ME” exhibit.

“Nestle into Nature: Movements Seeking Balance” is on view through Oct. 9.
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Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed by local volunteers who create, 
publish, and distribute the paper through-
out our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one - 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive local calendar and other 
coverage, we seek to promote a sense of 
community and an appreciation for the 
values of diversity with which our coun-
try is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2020

Donald Trump  
“has no principles.” 

 
-Retired Federal Judge and Donald 

Trump’s sister Maryanne Trump Barry 
 
Groucho Marx famously remarked, 

“Those are my principles, and if you 
don’t like these…well, I have others.” 
His standards for double-speak and ver-
bal chaos pale in compari-
son to Trump’s Mal-
Administration. Trump 
has no principles—only 
appetites, fears, insecuri-
ties and cruelty. 

His administration and 
advisors, however, do 
have convictions e.g. Paul 
Manafort (his former 
campaign chief), Gen. 
Michael Flynn (his former 
National Security 
Advisor), Michael Cohen 
his former lawyer), Roger 
Stone (his former advisor 
and liaison to Russia) all 
pled guilty or were con-
victed of crimes. And just 
recently, Steve Bannon (former advisor 
and member of Trump’s White House 
staff) was arrested on charges of fraud.  
The “Witch hunt” found witches. 

Trump campaigned on knowing the 
“best people.” If this knowledge was 
manifest in his early cabinet and advi-
sors, there is a problem. “His” generals, 
Kelley, Mattis and McMaster, all aban-
doned ship after realizing that Trump 
knew nothing and was unable either to 
listen or learn. 

Gen. Mattis said that Trump “doesn’t 
even try to unite the country” and makes 
“a deliberate effort to divide.” He added 
that Trump also “lacks mature leader-
ship.” Gen. Kelley, late of Homeland 
Security and White House Chief of 
Staff, said “I agree with Gen. Mattis.” 
Gen. Stanley McChrystal characterized 
Trump as “immoral and dishonest.” So, 
Trump might actually know the best 
people but, if so, they don’t consider 
him to be one of them. Even Rex 
Tillerson, the former Sec. of State, (of 
whom I’m not a fan) called Trump “a F-
ing moron.” These evaluations are not 
coming from Democrats or liberals. 

Trump, of course, replaced them with 
what he hoped would be reliable Yes 
men. But they, in turn, were abandoned 
by Trump with dispatch, noise and deri-
sive tweets for evincing any opinion that 
differed from whatever Trump’s imme-
diate (and often transitory) impulse 
might be. 

Trump lives in a lonely world. He 
demands loyalty but doesn’t reciprocate. 

Anyone caught up in 
controversy, Trump 
“hardly knew,” or was 
just a “coffee boy.” He 
suffers from convenient 
amnesia. Michael Cohen, 
Trump’s lawyer, fixer 
and intimidator of many 
years, wasn’t really close 
to him, according to 
Trump. He only did “P.R. 
and small jobs.” Now, 
with the arrest and indict-
ment of his former chief 
strategist Steve Bannon, 
Trump says that he “has-
n’t been in touch for a 
long time,” and distances 
himself further by hold-
ing that Bannon was only 

part of the administration for “a very 
short time…a very short time.”  Critics 
think that Trump’s chief sport is golf. 
They’re wrong. It’s actually throwing 
people under the bus. 

The so far single exception is Roger 
Stone. Stone pledged his undying loyal-
ty to Trump by implying that he knew a 
lot but would remain faithful. 
Knowledgeable observers heard an 
implicit threat and thought that the 
transaction was Stone’s loyalty in 
exchange for Trump’s. It seems to have 
worked, and Stone got his sentence 
commuted and may be expecting a par-
don. Now that the Republican-led 
Senate Intelligence Committee has con-
cluded that Trump and Stone did com-
municate about Russia, which implies 
that Trump’s sworn responses to 
Mueller’s interrogatories were perjuri-
ous, Stone may have more leverage and 
Trump more vulnerability. For Trump’s 
safety’s sake, Stone needs to be happy. 

Trump doesn’t really have friends or 
supporters, except among the masses 
(which is not insignificant). He does 
have enablers—ambitious politicians 
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and business people who want some-
thing from him. They often succeed 
because Trump is emotionally needy and 
likes to be liked—particularly by power-
ful men. 

But the largest cadre of his seeming 
support system is made up of frightened 
and intimidated politicians. They don’t 
like him or respect him, but they do fear 
him. Trump has proven that his scornful 
tweets can knock out a Republican can-
didate, but strangely his endorsements 
are not particularly effective. 

This is a metaphor for both his politics 
and personal style. He cannot create but 
he can, and does, destroy. Given his feral 
instincts, an endorsed candidate who is 
defeated is branded a loser and left as 
carrion, while the winner is congratulat-
ed and embraced—even Q-Anon con-
spiracy buffs, paranoids, and hate mon-
gers. 

Trump’s lot is not a happy one. He’s 
lonely, angry, and insecure. His niece 
Mary’s book, Too Much and Never 
Enough, reveals an abused and damaged 
person. He seems incapable of compas-
sion and generous love because he didn’t 
experience them in his early years. He 
was taught fear and cruelty. This is not 
an excuse but it helps explain his desper-
ate and toxic narcissism, the black hole 
where his soul should be, the bottomless 
pit of neediness that can never be 
filled—not with money, neither with 
power, nor even rented (for what passes 
for) love. 

Now Trump is trapped into fighting as 
dirty as he can to hold on to the presi-
dency. It is not that he loves the job or 
even the power, though he does enjoy 
the crowd. He is a performer, but his 
schtick is getting old and repetitive. His 
ratings are going down. I think if he 
could escape, he would. But he knows 
that unless he either wins or resigns and 
is pardoned by Pence, his post-presiden-
cy is going to be taken up with lawsuits, 
criminal investigations, and prosecu-
tions. 

These are desperate times for Trump 
and for our Democracy. Feral animals 
cornered could do anything to us and to 
the world. Until January 20 at noon, his 
thumb is on the nuclear trigger. A provo-
cation by Iran, or China (crossing the 
straits to Taiwan), or Russia (further 
incursions into Ukraine) could trigger a 
disaster worse even than the havoc he 
has already wrought on our norms and 
institutions. 

Unlike Groucho, Trump doesn’t have 
principles, not even “other” principles. 
We should all be scared, not into paraly-
sis but into action, lest our Mad and 
Angry King , who “knows more than the 
Generals,” triggers a military, social, and 
financial Armageddon. 

 
www.Dobrer.org 

Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer

Is This the US?

Why are we allowing federal agents to 
grab peaceful protesters off the streets of 
Portland (or anywhere else) and detain 
them without charges? Sounds like what 
we expect from dictatorships not the US. 
And how are we allowing police any-
where in the US to welcome white 
supremacist militias? Same for separat-
ing asylum-seeking families at the bor-
der and other odd things that have hap-
pened over the past several years. Where 
is this administration leading us?  

 
Sharon Kennedy 

Fullerton  
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A recent opinion letter [July issue] 
calls those pursuing accountability for 
police misconduct "publicity seekers."  

In this letter, the author dismisses the 
pain racist institutions have inflicted on 
BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of 
Color) citizens and insists that "blacks" 
should behave themselves if they want 
to "minimize the need for interactions 
with law enforcement."  

As if that weren’t painful enough to 
read, the author asserts that people 
should stop dwelling on "past injus-
tices." 

However, the past injustices are exact-
ly what got us here. While they affected 
all BIPOC, the damage 
done to Black families 
has been among the 
most egregious.  

1. Redlining policies 
and housing discrimina-
tion throughout the 
United States (in the 
north AND south) led to 
today's "ghettos" and 
barrios and prevented 
BIPOC from owning 
real estate and building 
generational wealth 
their White peers now 
enjoy. 

2. School segregation 
prevented BIPOC stu-
dents from having 
access to quality educa-
tion and adequate school 
funding (and services).  

3. The war on drugs and three strikes 
laws disproportionately targeted the 
BIPOC population, ballooning the 
prison populations to 2.2 million people 
today. Meanwhile, wealthier neighbor-
hoods also have an alarming rate of ille-
gal drug use, but those people aren't 
arrested or imprisoned . . . it makes one 
wonder why. 

4. The tight link between race and 
crime and activism has been around for 
generations (just look at the Johnson, 
Goldwater, Nixon, and Reagan cam-
paigns), which reinforced the notion of 
Black criminality.  

5. Disenfranchised communities have 
suffered from a severe lack of desperate-
ly needed social services, such as reha-
bilitation, access to medical treatment, 
affordable housing, etc. Instead of 
addressing these social problems, we 
label addiction, poverty, and unemploy-
ment as "crimes," and let the militarized 
police deal with it.  

Let's not pretend that these injustices 
had NO impact on today's communities. 
The police were instrumental in our 
nation's exertion of racial control. Still 
skeptical? Here are some statistics to 
chew on:  

1. Today, there are more African-
Americans under correctional control 
than there were slaves in the 1850s.   

2. One third of Black males will be 
incarcerated in their lifetime.    

3. In 2008, Black men were impris-

oned at a rate six and half times higher 
than white men. 

4. Prison rates have increased 500%, 
making us #1 in the world when it 
comes to incarceration. 

5. Today, private prisons make an 
enormous profit off of the vast and 
cheap prison labor provided to dozens of 
corporations (such as AT&T, Verizon, 
and Microsoft), incentivizing prisons to 
stay full.  

Are you okay with these statistics? Is 
this all just some BIG coincidence? Do 
you believe that Black citizens have 
been given the same opportunity to 
enjoy "life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness" as White peo-
ple? 

 At last, the author tells 
people to "police" them-
selves, which begs these 
questions: Did George 
Floyd deserve to die? Did 
Breonna Taylor deserve to 
die? Did Philando Castile 
deserve to die? Is the 
author suggesting that 
these--and countless oth-
ers--deserved the cruelty 
they faced because they 
failed to "police" their 
existence? They were 
someone's baby.  

They were human 
beings.  

Who will police the 
police? With perks like 
qualified immunity, a 

Police Officer's Bill of Rights (see Sean 
Paden's detailed article on that matter in 
the July issue), a powerful police union 
that protects this dysfunction, politicians 
who fear blowback from these organiza-
tions, and internal "investigations" con-
ducted by the police themselves, there is 
NO incentive for these organizations to 
reform. That is why we need to establish 
a community-based oversight commit-
tee (like Sean Paden suggested), demili-
tarize the police, and reallocate some of 
their funds to vital social services.  

Sick of the outcry, you say? Tired of 
the protests? Instead of explaining why 
BIPOC should not be outraged by their 
own lived experiences, please take some 
time to learn about their history and lis-
ten to their voices.  

As a start, I urge everyone to watch 
these videos: "The future of race in 
America," a Ted Talk by Michelle 
Alexander and "The Enduring Myth of 
Black Criminality" by Ta-Nehisi Coates. 
Please read "History is a Weapon" by 
Angela Davis. If you feel "blacks" 
should police themselves--and you con-
sider yourself an intelligent person--then 
take a look at the aforementioned pieces 
and see if you still feel the same way. 
Everyone is welcome to hold onto their 
own set of beliefs, but not their own set 
of facts. 

Black Lives Matter.  
Desi St. Amant 

Fullerton

Roads, Fullerton’s roads are Third 
World Class! I could vote for the 1.25% 
sales tax increase if it went for roads 
ONLY.  As it is, the increase will salve 
Meg McWade’s administration and 
there is little guarantee that our roads 
will be replaced (too late to repair them).  
Just like she doubled your water bill and 
how many miles of pipe were replaced 
last year and this year? 

We are paying $100k for a mailer to 
convince us we are “Preserving commu-
nity services and quality of life….” The 
mailer touts it will “retain local busi-
nesses and jobs.”  Higher taxes do not 
create jobs.  We can go to Anaheim or 

Buena Park or Brea to spend our hard-
earned money.  

How come the cities of Brea, Buena 
Park, and Anaheim (and most other 
cities in Orange County) can operate at 
7.75% sales tax and Fullerton needs 
9%?  Be aware—La Mirada and most 
LA County cities are at a minimum 
9.5%--WOW-the blunderbuss county to 
the west is a BIG spender! Beware that 
does not happen here. Accede a little 
now—lose a lot later. 

 
Fritz Von Coelln 

Fullerton

On the Proposed Sales Tax

Keep Fireworks in Fullerton 

The eight-year experiment of banning 
fireworks from around 2004-2012 failed 
miserably. Sure, there were less fires and 
fewer pets freaking out from noisy fire-
works. But the ban encouraged 
respectable, law abiding families to trav-
el to cities that sold safe and sane fire-
works and bring them home to shoot off 
in Fullerton backyards. And it opened 
the floodgates of illegal fireworks that 
are the major cause of a temporary war 
zone in Fullerton. 

I know this because from our hilltop, 
flat-roofed house, we can see fireworks 
sparkling in our neighbor’s backyards as 
well as fireworks shot into the air.  When 
the ban was in effect, my daughter com-
mented, “I don’t know why we couldn’t 
shoot off fireworks here because I see 
fireworks 360 degrees around our 
house!” 

Prohibition is an example of banning 
something that people enjoy.  From 
1920 to 1933 alcohol was banned in the 
United States. Just like banning fire-
works, there were some benefits of ban-
ning booze—less liver cirrhosis, alco-
holics and violence due to alcohol con-
sumption.  But it also led to under-
ground distribution of alcohol by gangs 
who gained control of the booze supply. 

Fullerton came up with a solution to 
the ban on fireworks—a wonderful 

show at Fullerton High School stadium, 
where for at least one year, the admis-
sion was $5 to offset the cost of the 
show.  Hundreds of people came to sit in 
the stands and on the grass.  I’m sure the 
people and pets living near the stadium 
heard the loud booms of the show and 
the residue smoke filtered into their 
homes. 

Banning safe and sane fireworks 
won’t stop people from shooting off ille-
gal fireworks.  Illegal fireworks have 
become 100 times worse since the ban 
of safe and sane fireworks. The police 
can’t possibly find each person shooting 
off these aerial fireworks.  Even the 
$1000 fine doesn’t discourage people 
from shooting off illegal fireworks. 

I know if the ban on fireworks goes 
through, Buena Park will have a flood of 
people supporting the fireworks stands 
and the clubs that will be making money 
that should be going to support our foot-
ball, baseball, Boys and Girls Club pro-
grams.  The only thing the ban will do is 
punish people who are trying to have 
family fun, which my family has done 
for 68 years in Fullerton, except for the 
hiccup of eight years, where we went to 
my friend’s house in Buena Park. 

 
April Miller 

Fullerton 

I have subscribed for years, and 
appreciated the full-page COVID-19 
Update by Matthew Leslie, but it didn't 
get personal. 

Most people do not understand the 
long term / lifetime ravages that 
COVID-19 does to the body and mind. 

Please, help inform people about 
when it is more than “a few sniffles” or 
“asymptomatic.” 

They would not be taking the risks, or 
risking their children if they were 
informed. 

Even the PSA ad shows an old woman 
in a coma – not the agony, or the lifetime 
of “recovery” of real people.  

 
Thank you, 

Kathleen Duncan 
Fullerton

The Ravages of COVID-19

On the Recent Protests for Racial Justice 
and Police Accountability

  
 

Instead of  
explaining why 
BIPOC should  
not be outraged 

 by their own lived 
experiences,  

please take some 
time to learn about 
their history and  

listen to their  
voices. 

A June 6 protest in downtown Fullerton. Photo by Jesse La Tour.
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Delores Jean Huddleston Crum 
Oct 2, 1933 – August 3 2020

Delores Jean Huddleston Crum passed 
away peacefully in her sleep on August 
3, 2020 in Irvine, CA after a ten-year 
battle with Dementia. Jean was born in 
Danville, West Virginia to Loris and Eva 
Bowman Huddleston on October 2, 
1933. As a child, Jean would help her 
father tend to the family’s garden, a 
necessity during the Depression years 
and World War II, thus establishing a 
life-long passion for flowers and garden-
ing. She excelled in school, skipping a 
grade and graduating from Scott High 
School in 1950 at the age of 16.  Jean’s 
true calling and passion was teaching. 
Before enrolling at Marshall University 
in Huntington, WVA, she taught school 
in rural West Virginia. At Marshall she 
was active in many clubs, honor soci-
eties and organizations and was named 
Miss Marshall in 1954.  While at 
Marshall she met Francis “Frankie” 
Crum, a young basketball player from 
Betsy Layne, KY. They were married on 
October 22, 1955 in Danville, WVA. 
Upon graduation, Jean immediately 
began teaching elementary school. Jean 
and Frank moved numerous times in the 
early days: Fort Bragg, NC, Cleveland, 
OH, Pittsburgh, PA, Southern CA, back 
to Pittsburgh and finally Fullerton, CA. 
At all these stops Jean continued her 
teaching career. In 1963 her son Jon was 
born and in 1965 daughter Nancy. 
During this time Jean stayed home to 
raise her young children. When Nancy 
started school in 1971, Jean returned to 
the classroom. She taught primarily 1st, 
2nd and 3rd grades at Fern Drive 

Elementary School, winning Teacher of 
the Year numerous times. She always 
said her inspiration was to ensure all her 
students were successful in the class-
room.  She would spend extra personal-
ized time after school with those stu-
dents requiring extra instruction. Jean 
was actively involved in all her own 
children’s school and sports activities, 
never missing an event. Even after she 
retired from teaching in 1994, she would 
volunteer at Fern Drive.  In retirement, 
Jean loved tending to her backyard gar-
dening, volunteering at the 
Muckenthaler Center, starting a side 
flower business, and loved caring for 
and spoiling her grandchildren, Emily 
and Grant Crum. She still never missed 
an event. She will be fondly remem-
bered as the outgoing, energetic person 
by her Family: Son Jon Crum and his 
wife Elizabeth (Lisa) Crum (Irvine, 
CA), daughter Nancy Crum (Arlington, 
VA) and grandchildren Emily Crum 
(Irvine, CA) and Grant Crum (Irvine, 
CA) and her beloved dog Holly. She was 
preceded in death by her parents Loris 
and Eva Huddleston, sisters Eva 
Watkins Bull and Shirley Jarrell, and 
husband Frank Crum. Due to current 
restrictions, a memorial service will be 
held when possible both in Fullerton, 
CA and in Danville, WVA. In lieu of 
flowers, please donate, in Jean’s honor, 
to the Dementia Society of America 
(www.dementiasociety.org) to help 
understand and cure this slow progres-
sive disease.

Manuel H. Magboo, Jr.

Manuel H. Magboo, Jr., 78, of 
Fullerton, passed away on July 30, 2020, 
surrounded by his loving wife and chil-
dren.  

He was born to parents, Dr. Manuel C. 
Magboo and Elsie Hughes Magboo, on 
August 28, 1941, in Manila, Philippines. 
He was the second of six children, 
including Erlinda, Rolando, Armando 
Rene, Elsa, and Yolanda.  

He was married to Judith Tipton in 
1962, and is survived by their children, 
Melinda, Valerie, and Jason, grandchil-
dren, Lauren, Marcus, Jessica, and 
Jonathan, and great granddaughter, 
Kenzi.  

As a boy and young man, Manuel was 
affectionately known as Jun, short for 
Junior, as he was given his father’s 
name. Jun graduated from De La Salle 
High School, and received a B.S. 
Degree in Civil Engineering from Heald 
Engineering College, San Francisco.   

Manuel (Manny), carved out a career 
in civil engineering and construction 

spanning 41 years, 2 continents, 5 coun-
tries, 7 states, and one U.S. territory. In 
his early years, he enjoyed traveling 
with his family around the world.  

Manny led an active retirement as a 
volunteer for Saint Mary’s Catholic 
Church. He also enjoyed spending time 
with his family and friends, often cheer-
ing for his beloved Lakers and singing 
karaoke songs. Manny remained active 
as a hands-on member of his church 
parish and Neocatechemenal Way com-
munity until his cancer progressed and 
his health declined.  

Affectionately known as “Nono,” 
Manny loved spending time with his 
grandchildren and great granddaughter. 
He always looked forward to family 
gatherings and reunions, large and 
small, where he could simply laugh and 
reminisce with everyone from the 
Magboo and Tipton clans. 

A Funeral Mass was held on August 7 
at Saint Mary’s Catholic Church  in 
Fullerton.

Those Who Died Here in Orange County 
“Without Fixed Abode” (Homeless) 

during the Month of July 2020 
 

(source: OC Coroner’s Office) 
 

in Memoriam

 
Francisco QUINTANILLA who died on July 1 in Placentia 

James LOBNOW who died on July 4 in Santa Ana 
Nibardo NAVARRO who died on July 4 in Orange 

Hector MENA who died on July 5 in Newport Beach 
Ernesto MOTA who died on July 7 in Anaheim 

George CHRISTIANO who died on July 7 in Cypress 
Obede FERREIRA who died on July 8 in Anaheim 

William RYE who died on July 8 in Orange 
Sean RICHARDS who died on July 8 in Fullerton 

Felipe MORENO JIMENEZ who died on July 9 in Garden Grove 
Anthony MATOS who died on July 9 in Fullerton 
Jose SERRATO who died on July10 in Santa Ana 

William POWELL who died on July 11 in Santa Ana 
Infant male GOMEZ who died on July 11 in Anaheim 

Michael COCUZZI who died on July 12 in Newport Beach 
Sky KINCAID who died on July 15 in San Clemente 
Ramon MADRID who died on July 17 in Dana Point 

Teresa FELKER who died on July17 in Anaheim 
Guy SINCLAIR who died on July 18 in Orange 
Ralph FINCH who died on July19 in Santa Ana 

Rafael MORENOPICENO who died on July 20 in Orange 
Minh NGUYEN who died on July 20 in Westminster 

Esteban AZPEITIACALLEJAS who died on July 20 in Garden Grove 
Robert PARSONS who died on July 21 in Brea 

Aimee VETERE who died on July 22 in Santa Ana 
Christopher SCHILLER who died on July 22 in Orange 
Lindsey LOFSTROM who died on July 23 in Orange 
Eddie FABELA who died on July 26 in Garden Grove 

Robert HARDING who died on July 28 in Garden Grove 
Elizabeth PLATIPODIS who died on July 29 in Garden Grove 

Colleen ZEHFUSS who died on July 30 in Anaheim 
Marcel DO who died on July 31 in Westminster 

Myra CURRY who died on July 31 in Westminster 
Daniel MCNELEY who died on July 31 in Anaheim 

 
May they rest in peace. 

And perpetual light shine upon them.
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The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To 
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide 
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable 
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $15 for 50 words or less 
per issue. The Observer assumes no liability for ads placed here. However, 
if you have a complaint or compliment about a service,  please let us know 
at (714) 525-6402.  Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to inquire about busi-
ness licenses. For contractor license verification go to the California State 
Contractor License Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov.       

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS  
Call (714) 525-6402 

or visit www.fullertonobserver.com

ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“SOUNDS LIKE...”  

on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020 

PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise  
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

Teacher Support for Your Children

Individual or small group teaching in your home. Credentialed, Experienced, 
Highly Recommended. •CA Certified K-12 •40+ years teaching experience 
•Specializing in Special Education and literacy •Fluent Spanish speaker. Sheri 
Spiller, MA (714) 688-6241 iteachla@gmail.com. Your children will thrive with 
direct instruction, support, and organization.

Local Non-Profit Is Making Horse Calls

by Tim Howells 
 
The mission of local non-profit Tara’s 

Chance is to offer hope though horses 
for the  special-needs community. 
During these uncertain times and until 
kids can safely get back in the saddle 
again, volunteers at Tara’s Chance have 
been hitting the road, trailering the hors-
es to the kids. 

Located in Fullerton, Tara’s Chance 
seeks to promote the physical, cognitive, 
and social well-being of those with spe-
cial needs through equine-assisted activ-
ities and therapies. This therapy is 
unique in that it stimulates three-dimen-
sional movement, which is the same as 
someone walking. When a horse walks, 
it rotates the riders’ hip and spine. 
Riders learn how to balance, shift their 
weight, and learn basic equilibrium 
responses, which all transfer to added 
mobility on the ground. 

“Our son Jean-Luc has a rare genetic 
condition called Prader-Willi syndrome 

marked in part by low muscle tone and 
speech delay. We had heard of equine 
therapy before but had no idea what a 
difference it would make in our family’s 
lives,” Sarah Eakins said. “Jean-Luc 
started with Tara’s Chance in 2019. 
After just two months, we saw dramatic 
improvements in strength and balance, 
and his speech began growing steadily. 
Talking about his horse, Riley, became 
his new favorite subject. During the 
shutdown, while we found ourselves 
missing the pool, parks, and favorite 
restaurants, it was JL’s weekly rides and 
seeing our friends at Tara’s that we have 
missed most. Thankfully Cindy and her 
team surprised us by bringing a wagon 
of happy horses and friends to us. 
Twice! Our little street in Fullerton was 
quite the hubbub of activity and fun. 
Petting and feeding our favorite horses 
at home on our very own street was pure 
joy.” 

For more information, please visit 
www.taraschance.org. 

BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,  
Fullerton, CA 92832 

714-879-5868 x5  www.michellegottlieb.com

 INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE  & FAMILY THERAPY 
MICHELLE  GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT  

It is so easy to overlook the things, big and little, that make our lives 
worthwhile. Stop. Look around your world. What would you so terribly miss 
if it were suddenly taken from you? Appreciate all that you have, all that 
brings you joy. Be sure to say, “thank you” and “I love you” to those people 
who matter. Appreciate what you have as long as you can have it.

Appreciate All That You Have

OLDER ENGINEERING & TECH-
NICAL BOOKS: Engineering, physics, 
mathematics, electronics, aeronautics, 
welding, woodworking, HVAC, metal-
working, and other types of technical 
books purchased. Large collections (25+ 
books) preferred. Please call Deborah: 
(714) 528-8297.

WANTED LOCAL HISTORIAN 
SEEKS VOLUNTEERS

Do you love Fullerton’s historic build-
ings, trails and open spaces? Local his-
torian seeks volunteer assistant to help 
save old buildings and natural features 
before they disappear. Photos, maps, 
correspondence, family, business “col-
lections” also sought. Research, writing, 
project management skills helpful; not 
required. Work from home. 

downtownfullerton@earthlink.net 
714-525-3678 (landline)
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