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Farewell to Historic Gym: Fullerton Union High School alumni and friends bid farewell to the old gym, 
 which will be starting October 5. Read more on pg. 6. Photo by Mike Ritto. 
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CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATES SHARE  
POSITIONS IN VIRTUAL FORUMS

With Sales Tax Measure on the Ballot, 
City Manager and Mayor Give Dire 

Financial Assessment

As Pandemic 
Continues,  

Schools Re-Open

by Jesse La Tour 
 
During two recent public forums, 

Fullerton City Manager Ken Domer and 
Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald gave dire 
assessments of the City’s financial situa-
tion, particularly if the proposed 
Measure S (sales tax increase) does not 
pass. 

Partially due to the impact of COVID-
19, the City is facing a $7.9 million 
budget shortfall for the current year, and 
a projected $5 million deficit per year 
moving forward. 

The Observer spoke to City Manager 
Domer to determine how much of this 
deficit is directly related to COVID-19, 
considering property values (and thus 
property taxes) are up. Domer replied 
that the effects of COVID-19 on sales 

tax revenue are difficult to gauge but 
“we are projecting approximately $1.7- 
$2 million less than the year prior, plus 
$800,000 reduction in transient occu-
pancy (hotel) taxes. Domer estimated a 
direct COVID impact of $3.2 to 3.5 mil-
lion. 

“We have a long-term financial issue 
which is complicated by the short-term 
COVID-19 financial crisis,” Domer 
said. 

At a study session with City Council 
on September 15, Domer and City 
Treasurer Ellis Chang gave an overview 
of the City’s financial situation. In addi-
tion to the impact of COVID-19, Domer 
cited a number of other factors that have 
led to the City’s financial straits. 

 
Continued on page 5

by Lance Langdon 
 
In 3 Zoom meetings held on 

September 21, 22, and October 3, 
Fullerton City Council candidates took  
stands on a number of issues facing 
Fullerton voters, including road repair, 
budget balancing, the Measure S tax 
increase, policing, homelessness, and 
development. The first Zoom Q&A was 
hosted by Neighbors United for 
Fullerton (NUFF), the second by the 
Fullerton Observer, and the third by the 
League of Women Voters.  

The 8 candidates who participated in 
these forums are running in the 

November 3 general election for City 
Council seats in Districts 1, 2, and 4. In 
District 1 the race pits Andrew Cho 
against Fred Jung. In District 4, Aaruni 
Thakur faces Bruce Whitaker. District 2 
features four candidates: Mackenzie 
Chang, Nick Dunlap, Faisal Qazi, and 
Chuck Sergeant.  

Not sure what district you reside in? 
Visit www.cityoffullerton.com or look at 
the sample ballot you received in the 
mail, which will include only candidates 
running in your district. 

Renew Your Print 
Subscription  

(For Pay By Check 
Subscribers)

If you pay for The Observer by check, 
it is time to make your annual payment. 
You can send in a check again but we 
prefer that you please renew online at 
www.fullertonobserver.com. This saves 
on an envelope and check and makes the 
renewal automatic every year. You can 
also call us at (714) 525-6402 ext 1 and 
we can walk you through the online 
renewal process. Your subscription 
helps support our ongoing efforts to 
keep you informed about and connected 
to your community. Please renew your 
subscription by October 31. If you are 
currently paying online, no action is 
needed on your part. Thank you for your 
support!

by Matthew Leslie 
 
At least one million people have died 

from COVID-19 worldwide, with over 
209,000 of them in the United States. 
Since the first case was discovered in 
California in January, more than 16,000 
of our State’s residents have succumbed 
to the disease, with 1,281 of those deaths 
in Orange County, and 68 in Fullerton. 
Twenty-two of the people who died in 
Fullerton were in skilled nursing facili-
ties (SNFs). Cumulatively, 2,522 cases 
have been recorded in the City since the 
pandemic began early this year; 54,118 
in Orange County. Each day Orange 
County’s Health Care Agency 
(OCHCA) releases numbers of new 
cases and deaths. 

The OCHCA web site specifies num-
bers of cases and deaths in the city of 
Fullerton by its 4 ZIP codes. On October 
1 the breakdown was as follows: 

 •92831: With a population of 35,831, 
92831 has recorded 688 total cases 
including 39 skilled nursing facility 
(SNF) cases, with 19 deaths, 7 of them 
in SNFs. 

Continued on page 2

 
Continued on page 10
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As Pandemic Continues,  
Schools Re-Open

President Trump Tests Positive  
for COVID-19

President Trump announced via Twitter on October 2 that both he and First Lady 
Melania had tested positive for COVID-19. 

The next day, The President moved to Walter Reed Medical Center for treatment. 
News of the Trumps' positive tests came just hours after it was reported that the 

president's top aide Hope Hicks had tested positive for COVID-19. 
Trump had been in contact with many aids and supporters at a fundraising event 

earlier that day. He also held a rally with supporters in Minnesota on September 30. 
On September 29 he was in Cleveland, Ohio, for the first presidential debate. His 
family members in attendance at the debate did not wear masks. 

Throughout the pandemic in general, and during the debate in particular, Trump 
has downplayed the importance of masks to prevent the spread of the virus.

•92832: With a population of 25,317, 
92832 has recorded 599 total cases, and 
8 deaths. 

•92833: With a population of 55,846, 
92833 has recorded 839 total cases, and 
20 deaths. 

•92835: With a population of 26,148, 
92835 has recorded 385 total cases 
including 159 in SNFs, 
21 deaths, with 15 of 
them in SNFs. 

Recorded cases among 
Fullerton residents age 0-
18  by ZIP code are as 
follows: 

•92831: 54 
•92832: 54  
•92833: 74  
•92835: 13 
On September 22 the 

State allowed schools in 
Orange County to open 
without their having to 
apply for waivers. 
Districts throughout the 
County have taken differ-
ent approaches to begin-
ning in-person learning for students.  

The OC Healthcare Agency has elect-
ed to not publicize COVID-19 cases by 
school or district on its website, citing 
privacy concerns because those affected 
might be students who are minors 
(neighboring Los Angeles County does 
list school outbreaks). Some districts, 
including Irvine Unified, are listing 
cases by school, but it is unclear if oth-
ers in the County will follow suit. 

School districts are required by the 
State to post reopening plans. OCHCA 
officials stress that the plans should not 
be thought of as static, but will instead 
respond and update according to the 
needs of the schools as conditions 
change. 

OCHCA has contracted with 
Children’s Hospital of Orange County 
and the University of California, Irvine, 
to form a school response team overseen 

by Dr. David Nunez of OCHCA. The 
ten-person team includes 6 nurses, and 
can be scaled up or down in number as 
needed. The school response team’s pur-
pose includes assisting districts in help-
ing schools to reopen, and helping them 
with the State’s required plans as neces-
sary.  

Districts are supposed to be able to 
provide critical information to parents, 

such as who might need 
to self-quarantine after 
having come into con-
tact with a student or 
teacher who tested posi-
tive, in a timely fashion. 
The team’s investigators 
respond within 24 hours 
to any case in the 
County, whether public 
school or private. 

OCHCA’s Dr. Matt 
Zahn reports that no out-
breaks, defined as trans-
missions occurring at a 
school, have yet 
occurred, but individual 
cases have arisen, where 
a student or teacher 

became infected with the coronavirus in 
another setting but was subsequently 
present in a school situation.  

Asked during an October 2 news con-
ference why schools aren’t routinely 
testing students, Dr. Zahn said that tests 
would need to be administered at least 
twice per week to benefit a large group 
like a school population, and that quick-
ly responding to individual cases 
remains best. County health officials 
urge parents not to send students to 
school if they show any symptoms of ill-
ness. 

Both hospitalizations and deaths have 
steadily decreased since spiking in July, 
but there has been a recent increase in 
cases in California. It is thought that 
Labor Day activities may be responsi-
ble, but also that the virus is “broadly in 
the community.”  

County CEO Frank Kim emphasizes 

that the number of increased cases is 
around 30 per day among the County’s 3 
million plus residents, and that there had 
been no dramatic rise among college 
students (CSUF has reported 20 cases). 
Dr. Zahn said on Oct. 2 that recent 
deaths are a lagging indicator of a surge 
in illnesses months ago, and not the 
most recent increases in 
reported cases. On that 
day hospitalizations 
throughout the County 
numbered 175, with 48 of 
those people in Intensive 
Care Units (ICUs). 

Relatively slight as it 
may be, the recent 
increase in test positivity 
cases kept the County 
from moving from the 
second most restrictive 
tier in the State’s reopen-
ing matrix to the third 
most restrictive. County 
officials had voiced confi-
dence that following OC’s 
progression from the Tier 
1, characterized by 
“Widespread” presence of 
COVID-19 to Tier 2, 
“Substantial” presence 
weeks ago, the County 
was on track to move into 
Tier 3, “Moderate.”   

Progression through the 
tiers allows counties to 
open more and more businesses and 
public places. Had Orange County been 
allowed to move into the “Moderate” 
Tier, restaurants would have been able 
to serve more customers and other ven-
ues like movie theaters, gyms, and 
churches would have been allowed to 
expand the number of people inside at 
one time. 

No county south of Mono in the cen-
tral latitude of the State has yet pro-
gressed to the “Moderate’ Tier. 

To provide stability, the reopening, 
counties must maintain test positivity 
rates and numbers of reported cases per 
100,000 residents for a period of 3 
weeks prior to moving into a less restric-
tive tier. OC’s case rate has recently 
hovered around the threshold between 
the “Substantial and “Moderate” Tiers. 

“The slow and strin-
gent guidelines of the 
tiered framework will 
help us to reopen as 
safely as possible for 
our children and for our 
community at large,” 
Dr. Margaret 
Bredehoft, Deputy 
Agency Director, 
Public Health Services 
announced on Oct. 2. 
She urged residents to 
remain vigilant about 
practicing preventative 
health measures such 
as social distancing, 
mask wearing in pub-
lic, avoiding mixing of 
households, and wash-
ing hands frequently. 
“We need to have a col-
lective resolve to do 
this together,” she said. 
She added that resi-
dents can visit 
ochealthinfo.com to 
find out where they can 

get a flu shot, which is considered a crit-
ical action to help prevent hospitals 
from being overwhelmed by a conflu-
ence of serious cases of influenza and 
COVID-19 at the same time.  

Dr. Bredehoft is one of the officials 
standing in for Orange County Health 
Director and Health Officer Dr. Clayton 
Chau, who, for the second week in a 
row, was unavailable for questions from 
the press because of a reported schedul-
ing conflict.

Continued from front page

Photo courtesy of OC Health Care Agency.

COVID-19 Testing Supersite at the Anaheim Convention Center.
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WORKING TOGETHER TO PROTECT 
FULLERTON’S WATER

by Ahmad Zahra  
Councilmember & OCWD Board 
Director Representing Fullerton 

 
Water is the lifeline of Orange 

County; we depend on safe, reliable 
water for our community and our econ-
omy to thrive. Orange County Water 
District (OCWD; the District) and the 
city of Fullerton work together to ensure 
that the residents and businesses of our 
great city have a safe and 
abundant water supply 
for current and future 
generations. 

How do we do this? 
OCWD manages and 
protects one of the 
region’s most valuable 
assets―the Orange 
County Groundwater 
Basin. The basin sup-
plies 77% of the water 
for 2.5 million people in 
north and central Orange 
County. Fullerton pumps 
water from the basin and 
the remaining demand is 
met by purchasing 
imported water. The City 
is fortunate to rely on the basin for much 
of its water supply because it is more 
cost-effective and has greater reliability. 

OCWD goes above and beyond to 
protect this regional asset. Its Philip L. 
Anthony Water Quality Laboratory tests 
water throughout the basin for more 
than 500 compounds, analyzes more 
than 20,000 samples each year, and 
reports more than 400,000 results. 
OCWD also provides regional testing of 
more than 200 drinking water wells for 
local drinking water suppliers, such as 
Fullerton, in order to help us meet mon-
itoring and reporting requirements man-
dated by state and federal regulatory 
agencies. 

Through this rigorous monitoring pro-
gram, the District had detected legacy 

industrial contamination in the northern 
part of the basin (commonly referred to 
as the “plume”) and, more recently, it 
detected per- and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances, otherwise known as PFAS, in 
the basin. Despite playing no role in 
releasing these contaminants into the 
environment, OCWD must work togeth-
er with water retailers and regulatory 
agencies to remove or treat these con-
taminants to acceptable levels. 

In February 2020, the 
state lowered regulatory 
levels for two types of 
PFAS: perfluorooctanoic 
acid (PFOA) and perflu-
orooctane sulfonate 
(PFOS), which has 
caused the closure of at 
least one Fullerton 
drinking water well. The 
loss of wells could result 
in the City having to pur-
chase more costly water. 

OCWD has worked 
diligently over the past 
year to launch the 
nation’s largest PFAS 
pilot testing project to 
evaluate effective treat-

ment technologies. It has also led a plan-
ning study to identify optimal treatment 
systems for impacted water providers 
with the goal of getting local groundwa-
ter supplies back online as soon as pos-
sible. Designs for 7 treatment facilities 
are underway, with Fullerton’s expected 
to be the first to come online. OCWD is 
also exploring cost recovery options 
including potential litigation along with 
impacted retail water agencies to help 
reduce financial impacts to our ratepay-
ers. 

OCWD has a rich history of proac-
tively seeking ways to clean up the 
industrial pollutants, or plume, in the 
North Basin, which has resulted in the 
closure of three drinking water wells in 
Fullerton and one well in Anaheim and 
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FULLERTON MEMORIAL HELD FOR JUSTICE  
RUTH BADER GINSBURG

by Matthew Leslie 
 
Approximately one hundred people 

gathered in the parking lot of the North 
Justice Center on Saturday evening, 
Sept. 19 to mourn the 
passing of United 
States Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. Memorials 
were held at courthous-
es nationwide, includ-
ing on the steps of the 
Supreme Court itself, 
promoted with the slo-
gan, “May Her 
Memory be a 
Revolution.” Justice 
Ginsburg, who died the 
previous day at the age 
of 87, had survived 
cancer for many years, 
and had previously 
stated that she planned to serve on the 
court until she turned 90. 

Several attendees remarked that given 
the short notice of the event, they were 
surprised at the size of the crowd gath-
ered on a spacious lawn beside the large 
lot. Many carried electric candles or 
other small lights in tribute to the fallen 

jurist, and at least one RBG votive can-
dle was observed helping to illuminate 
the warm late summer night. 

Speakers gathered beneath a bright 
parking lot light, which also shone on a 
large American flag held aloft through-
out the proceedings by local resident 
Harry Langenbacher, who supplied the 
standard for the purpose. 

Representative Gil 
Cisneros of the 39th 
Congressional District began 
the proceedings, paying trib-
ute to Justice Ginsburg who 
was just the second woman to 
serve on the Supreme Court, 
having been appointed by 
President Bill Clinton in 
1993. 

Cisneros was followed by 
Assembly Member and for-
mer Fullerton Mayor Sharon 
Quirk-Silva, who attended 
with her husband, current 
Fullerton City Council 
Member Jesus Silva. Sharon 

Quirk-Silva spoke of Justice Ginsburg’s 
pioneering presence on the high court 
and the importance of her work there 
and what an inspiring figure she was for 
the whole country. 

Brea Olinda Unified School District 
Board Member Keri Kropke recalled a 
meeting with Justice Ginsburg in an ele-

vator and spoke of how, when she told 
her she was considering a run for office, 
Ginsburg encouraged her to do it. 

Local resident Sheila Silber said she 
grew up in Anaheim and spoke about the 
Brooklyn-born Ginsburg’s Jewish her-
itage. She said that dying on the eve of 
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, 
celebrated that very evening, was an 
honor reserved for the most auspicious. 
She led the crowd in chanting “Justice, 
Justice, thou shalt pursue” in Hebrew. 
Ginsburg was the first Jewish woman to 
serve on the Supreme Court, and, 
although raised in a secular household, 
cited “the demand for justice, for peace 
and for enlightenment” present in the 
history of Jewish people as an influence 
on her life’s work. 

Before her appointment as a jurist, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg argued several 
important gender discrimination cases 
before the Supreme Court, prevailing in 
all but one of them. She is credited with 
helping to eliminate discrimination 
based on gender in federal laws, includ-
ing a social security rule that had previ-
ously reserved death benefits only for 
mothers, and not fathers. While serving 
on the court, she helped to strike down 
an exclusionary policy that prevented 
female cadets from being accepted to 
the Virginia Military Institute.
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implementing short term measures, like 
deeper well extraction, to ensure that the 
current water supply we use is safe and 
clean. From extensive groundwater 
investigations, to litigation, to the instal-
lation and ongoing sampling of 100 new 
monitoring wells, the District has made 
significant investments 
to address this issue. It 
also has installed sev-
eral extraction wells in 
North Basin, one of 
which is currently 
operating to control the 
spreading of the con-
taminant plume. 

This month, we cele-
brate a critical mile-
stone that has been 
years in the making, a 
milestone I’m happy to 
have been actively 
involved in; the EPA 
announced the listing 
of the Orange County 
North Basin Site on its 
National Priorities List (NPL), some-
times referred to as the Superfund List. 
This action falls within EPA’s core func-
tion of enforcement and compliance 
with the nation’s environmental laws 

and it will work with companies respon-
sible for the contamination to clean it up 
instead of passing these costs on to 
ratepayers. 

There’s still a long road ahead of us to 
clean up both PFAS and North Basin 
contamination, but we have made signif-

icant strides and we have 
done all that we can to pro-
tect and preserve our criti-
cal water supply. 

OCWD and the city of 
Fullerton will continue to 
practice sound planning 
and appropriate invest-
ments to help meet any 
challenges confronting our 
water supply. Together, we 
stand strong in our com-
mitment to provide safe, 
reliable water for today 
and for generations to 
come. 

For more information, 
visit www.OCWD.com or 
e-mail me: AhmadZ@city-

offullerton.com. 
For updates on upcoming community 

meetings on water or other City matters, 
please follow me on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ahmadzahracouncil.

OCWD PFAS pilot testing project: Evaluating treatment technologies.
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Council Divided Over Short-Term Rentals

by Jesse La Tour 
 
Fullerton City Council was divided 

about the merits of allowing short-term 
rentals, such as AirBnb, in the City. 
After much discussion and input from 
the public council decided to postpone 
voting on a proposed ordinance that 
would allow a limited number of short-
term rentals (STRs) in the 
City, with regulations. 

Fullerton currently has no 
ordinance specifically regu-
lating STRs, although there 
were 305 STR properties 
operating in the City in 
June of this year. One pur-
pose of the proposed ordi-
nance would be to enable 
the City to collect taxes and 
fees on STRs, and to create 
a code enforcement mecha-
nism to address bad actors. 

The proposed ordinance 
would cap the number of 
“whole house” rentals at 
500, reflecting concern that 
removing large numbers of 
homes from the regular 
housing market would 
exacerbate an already-existing housing 
crisis. 

Some members of the public who live 
or have lived near STR properties shared 
their negative experiences of loud par-
ties with large gatherings, and a general 
disregard for neighbors, and urged coun-
cil not to allow them. 

Others said that allowing STRs would 
remove homes from the regular housing 
market, exacerbating the current hous-
ing crisis. 

Austin Lynch from Unite Here, a 
union representing hotel workers, spoke 
against allowing STRs. 

“No percentage of STRs makes sense 
when you’re struggling to deal with 
homelessness in a place where there’s an 
extreme housing crisis,” Lynch said. “It 
makes no sense for the council to, on the 

one hand, take measures to fight home-
lessness and on the other, do something 
that absolutely will put more people on 
the street.” 

Some owners of STR properties spoke 
in favor of allowing them, and even 
potentially expanding the allowable 
number of whole house STRs. 

Ken Bane, an Air BnB host in 
Fullerton who spoke in 
favor of allowing STRs, 
said that council should 
reject “the undue influ-
ence of union lobbyists 
who represent only a frac-
tion of the City’s work-
force and obviously have 
their own economic inter-
ests in mind.”  

Mayor Jennifer 
Fitzgerald said, “I support 
short-term rentals and I’d 
love to pass this without 
any cap and simply with a 
‘Good Neighbor’ policy 
and having to get a busi-
ness permit.” 

Council Member Jesus 
Silva, by contrast, made a 
motion to ban all STRs, 

citing high rents caused by the current 
housing shortage, and the impact this 
would have on local hotel workers. 

Council Member Bruce Whitaker said 
that banning STRs, especially when 
there are around 300 currently operating 
within the City, could result in “all sorts 
of litigation.” 

Whitaker made a motion to increase 
the allowable number of whole house 
STRs to 700. 

Mayor Pro Tem Flory made a different 
motion to stick with the original pro-
posed ordinance, which allows 500 
units. 

Silva made a motion to “continue” the 
item to a future meeting. 

Council voted 3-2 (Fitzgerald and 
Flory “no”) to continue the item “to a 
date uncertain.”

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of council  

meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 

Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES  
SEPTEMBER 15 MEETING

COUNCIL APPROVES STREET VENDOR PERMITS, 
BUT ARE THEY AFFORDABLE?

Fullerton City Council voted unani-
mously to approve an ordinance that 
allows and regulates sidewalk vendors 
in the City, to bring Fullerton into com-
pliance with Senate Bill 946, the intent 
of which is to increase economic oppor-
tunities to low-income and immigrant 
communities, increase access to cultur-
ally significant food and merchandise, 
and contribute to safe and 
dynamic public spaces. 

Prior to this, sidewalk 
vendors were not permit-
ted in Fullerton unless it 
was for a specific city 
event. 

Under the new ordi-
nance, the annual fee for a 
sidewalk vending permit 
is $80 per cart. Vendors 
are also required to pay a 
Live Scan fee (finger-
printed background 
check, currently $22), 
applicable business regis-
tration fees (up to $68), 
and obtain $1 million in 
liability insurance. A staff 
report states that insur-
ance premiums for this 
“typically range from $299 to $2,500 
per year.” 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra 
expressed concern that these fees and 
expenses, particularly the insurance 
requirement, would make the street ven-
dor permits unaffordable to the very 
people the State law aims to assist. 

“It seems that maybe this is an issue 
the State overlooked,” Zahra said. “It 
seems like the spirit of the law is to try 
to help vendors, especially lower 
income vendors, like an ice cream guy, 
but then suddenly all these costs are 
coming up that they can’t afford. So 

even if we are allowing this, and say, 
‘Hey you guys can operate legally,’ 
they’re not going to conform to any of 
these requirements because they just 
can’t afford it.” 

According to Public Works director 
Meg McWade and City Attorney 
Richard Jones, this liability insurance is 
to protect the City from lawsuits. 

Mayor Jennifer 
Fitzgerald defended the 
insurance requirement, 
stating, “We live in a liti-
gious state, and it’s expen-
sive to run any kind of 
business here…So either 
the taxpayers are going to 
pay if someone slips and 
falls, or the person whose 
fault it is will pay.” 

Zahra also questioned the 
Live Scan (fingerprint ID) 
requirement, which is not 
required of other business 
owners in the City. 

“Because we’re permit-
ting these people to operate 
in very close proximity to 
our schools and out on our 
public streets, it’s just a 

verification that we don’t have some-
body that we don’t want on our streets,” 
McWade said. 

One public commenter asked how the 
new regulations would be enforced, and 
McWade said they would be enforced by 
a combination of police and code 
enforcement. 

Jane Reifer, another public com-
menter, suggested that the City contact 
the Small Business Administration 
(SBA) to see if there is a program or 
opportunity that could enable very low-
income entrepreneurs to have access to 
insurance money to get started.

  
 

Zahra expressed 
concern that  

these fees and 
expenses, would 
make the street 
vendor permits 
unaffordable to 
the very people 
 the State law  
aims to assist. 

  
 

Fullerton  
currently has  
no ordinance  

regulating STRs, 
although there 
were 305 STR 

properties  
operating in  
the City in  

June of this  
year. 
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With Sales Tax 
Measure on the 

Ballot, City 
Manager and 

Mayor Give Dire 
Financial 

Assessment

These factors include Fullerton’s lack 
of a strong commercial/retail base (as 
compared to other cities), the limits that 
Prop 13 (passed in 1978) placed on 
property tax revenues, and a large pen-
sion obligation for retired City employ-
ees (particularly police and fire). 

“The City has been forced to resort to 
holding numerous positions vacant, 
institute pay cuts, separate 
non-regular (part-time) 
positions, issue notices of 
layoffs to 7 full-time 
employees, reduce service 
levels across all depart-
ments, and identify use of 
limited contingency 
reserves to deal with the 
health crises’ fiscal 
impact,” Domer stated in a 
staff report. 

Domer said that if 
Measure S does not pass, 
there would likely be fur-
ther cuts to City services 
and departments, such as 
the Fullerton Museum 
Center, the Library, and 
other departments. 

Councilmember Bruce Whitaker, who 
had voted against placing the sales tax 
increase on the ballot, criticized the 
study session calling it “a campaign 

 
continued from front page

event…trying to sell the sales tax.” 
State law prevents government agen-

cies from using taxpayer dollars to 
advocate for such a measure, though 

they are allowed to “edu-
cate” voters. 

Critics of Measure S 
have asserted that the 
new revenue obtained 
from the tax would not go 
to infrastructure, but to 
maintaining City salaries 
and pensions. 

Mayor Fitzgerald host-
ed a virtual Town Hall 
with City Manager 
Domer, on City Finances 
and Budgeting on 
September 24 which fea-
tured much of the same 
information given during 
the study session on the 
15th. 

Fitzgerald discussed 
cuts the City has made to address budget 
shortfalls, such as laying off 153 part-
time employees and 7 full-time employ-
ees, and reducing salaries by 5% for all 

city workers. 
“Even with all of those cuts, the rev-

enue levels are inadequate to sustain 
services that Fullerton residents expect,” 
Fitzgerald said. 

She asked Domer, “What are the most 
expensive things that we do?” 

“Most certainly police and fire—pub-
lic protection,” Domer said. “Really 
those are the core elements of what a 
city does.” 

Fitzgerald stated that one police offi-
cer costs a total of about $250,000, 
including benefits. 

The Mayor and City Manager dis-
cussed Fullerton’s aging infrastructure 
and the lack of funding to improve, or 
even adequately maintain it. 

It was infrastructure needs that 
prompted the City’s Infrastructure and 
Natural Resource Committee to recom-
mend earlier this year that Council place 
a special sales tax measure on the ballot 
that was dedicated to infrastructure. 

However, polling conducted by an 
outside agency (FM3) found that there 
was not adequate voter support for a 
dedicated sales tax, which requires a 2/3 

majority, but there was support for a 
general sales tax, which requires only a 
simple majority—so Council went for 
that option. 

Ironically, it is the open-ended aspect 
of a general sales tax that has critics con-
cerned that the increased revenue will 
not go toward much-needed infrastruc-
ture repairs, but will be used primarily to 
maintain the salaries of City employees. 

Domer said that part of Measure S 
mandates the creation of a citizen’s 
oversight committee to make sure funds 
are being used mainly for infrastructure. 
However, Fitzgerald acknowledged that, 
having served on a school bond over-
sight committee, “that structure is inef-
fective as far as keeping governments 
accountable for how they promised the 
voters they would spend the money.” 

To learn more about Measure S, 
including the official analysis and argu-
ments for and against, visit the City 
Clerk’s website 
www.cityoffullerton.com/gov/depart-
ments/city_clerk/elections/upcoming_el
ection_.asp.

Slide from a PowerPoint presentation given by City Treasurer Ellis Chang on September 15  
showing vastly different financial projections with vs. without the add-on sales tax.

  
 

“Even with all  
of those cuts,  
the revenue  
levels are  

inadequate to  
sustain services 
that Fullerton  

residents expect,” 
Fitzgerald said. 
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Photo Quiz
Last issue: Many of our readers 

recalled the Fullerton Museum Center 
exhibit featuring Andy Warhol, 
including Carol Beener, Dana Martin, 
B.A. Cadenhead, Janie Sampson, and 
George E. Davis. 

This Issue: What FUHS building  
is this (pictured below)? 

 
Send your answer to Mike at 

AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

Farewell to 
Historic Gym

Principal Laura Rubio, staff members, 
former and current students, and curious 
neighbors came by to take one last look 
at the historic Fullerton Union High 
School Gymnasium at a memorial cele-
bration on September 25.  

The gym was built back in 1925, and 
these steps were a popular spot for near-
ly every student who attended the school 
over the years. The ancient Fern Pine 
trees provided a welcome atmosphere 
for many years and quite a few residents 
have expressed concern about them. 
There is no plan to remove them, con-
trary to rumors that have been circulat-
ing. Demolition of the gym is set to 
begin on Monday, October 5, and there 
is a possibility the new gym may be 
completed by the end of the current 
school year. 

A number of interesting artifacts were 
on display. One of the best known alum-
nae came by looking for classmates. 
Former Fullerton Council Member Pam 
Keller can be seen at many Fullerton 
events and has been involved in organiz-
ing so many we can’t begin to list them 
here. Pam’s close friend, former 
Fullerton Mayor and current 
Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk Silva 
also attended FUHS and when it comes 

to athletes, let’s not forget Hall of Fame 
baseball players Walter Johnson and 
Arky Vaughan who both attended as 
well. 

COVID BLUES

Back in the early 1980s a few of us 
discovered a place called The Melody 
Inn on Harbor, which had opened many 
years before—in the 1940s, in fact. It 
was there on October 28, 1981 that we 
watched the Dodgers beat the Yankees 
in the World Series. Many of my friends 
who were there came to Fullerton from 
different parts of the country to work at 
Hughes Aircraft, but only one hailed 
from New York, so he was the one who 
was left out of the celebration, and then 
some. A Yankees fan, in Fullerton!? Ha. 
Over time, the place, which was built in 
the early 1900s, became a much more 
high-end restaurant and cocktail lounge, 
but fell prey to a fire in January of 1989. 
By the time you read this we will all 
know more, but some are hoping the 
Dodgers meet the Yankees in the World 
Series again this year. 

“The Melody” was among the brick 
buildings where Leo Fender had a music 
store (as we mentioned in the July 
issue). Pete and Tony’s to the north on 
Harbor came next, then Florentines, 
which became quite popular under the 
guidance of Tony Florentine’s son Joe, 
who has owned and operated restaurants 

downtown for many years, as I am sure 
many of you know. 

Due to several unfortunate circum-
stances, The Florentine family of restau-
rants in our downtown have been closed. 
Joe and his wife Robin wanted all of us 
to know they thank the Fullerton com-
munity for all of your support over the 
years, and that they “have enjoyed serv-
ing alongside so many wonderful people 
and organizations over the last 3-plus 
decades.” They have promised to share 
some important news soon and we will 
have it here as soon as we get it. 

Barrel & Stave Pour House opened their doors on September 20, and reviews 
from some friends who went there said they had a great time and they were surprised 
that it is much larger than they expected. They have been very careful to make the 
place COVID-19 safe and when you pour your own craft beer, wine, or seltzer you 
don’t have to touch anything—you simply use the key you are issued when you 
enter. They have a large selection of beers and the selection will rotate, plus they 
offer Mexican food and chocolates. Many of their offerings can be ordered to-go, 
including Crowlers of any beer you select. Located at 250 W Santa Fe in SoCo. 

Left to Right: Boys Varsity basketball coach Erik Kamrath, APSA Jon Caffrey, 
APSS Marcene Guerrero, Principal Laura Rubio, APPS Steve Garcia, APIO 

Amanda Bentley

New in Town

Thanks for the memories, old gym.

Memorabilia were on display outside the old FUHS gym.
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ACROSS 
1. Ladybug's prey 
6. Sign of secrecy 
10. Vermin 
14. Discount Japanese  
retailer in Fullerton 
15. "Crimes and Misdemeanors" actor 
16. "Dear ___ Hanson"  
(2017 Best Musical) 
17. Saxon lead-in 
18. Serene 
19. ___ Beach, Fla. 
20. Agatha Christie's sleuth 
23. It's often torn in a knee injury 
25. Fam. member 
26. Tops 
27. Raymond Chandler's sleuth 
32. Winchester, e.g. 
33. Clarified butter 
34. Blueprint detail, briefly 

35. "The game is ___,"  
Sherlock Holmes quote 
37. Nile wader 
41. Taiwanese tech giant 
42. Determinant 
43. Henning Mankell's sleuth 
47. Certain Muslim 
49. Brit. lexicon 
50. "Don't Go Breaking  
My Heart" duettist Kiki 
51. P.D. James's sleuth 
56. Coldplay song "___ La Vida" 
57. Island east of Java 
58. Water nymph 
61. Chemical endings 
62. Cy Young winner Saberhagen 
63. Sacs 
64. Pigeonhole's place 
65. Between ports 
66. ___ Park, Colo. 

DOWN 
1. Toothpaste tube letters 
2. Go for the gold? 
3. "The Champagne of Beer"  
Miller ____ 
4. Catalina, e.g. 
5. Desperate situation 
6. Hoover or Dyson 
7. Airline to Tel Aviv 
8. Like some threats 
9. Light source 
10. Assess 
11. Reluctant 
12. Deck with a Hang Man 
13. Brats 
21. Spending limit 
22. Double-reed woodwind 
23. Lending letters 
24. "Fixer Upper" host ___Gaines 
28. Inc. kin 
29. Prefix with phobia 
30. Pi follower 
31. Allow 
35. Part of a play 
36. Not many 
37. 007 creator Fleming 
38. One who seeks spiritual  
enlightenment 
39. "Amazing Grace" ending 
40. Bone-dry 

41. Bone-dry 
42. Rhythm 
43. Scoundrels 
44. Expose 
45. 1955 Nabokov novel 
46. "Fantasy Island" prop 
47. Not lost 
48. City near Venice 
52. Palindromic pop group 
53. Metallica drummer Ulrich 
54. Delight 
55. Utters 
59. Absorbed, as a cost 
60. Soc. Sci. degree

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020 

“WHODUNIT?” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

LOCAL AUTHOR CELEBRATES DIVERSITY AND 
CARING IN FIRST CHILDREN’S BOOK

Fullerton writer Gary Graves released 
his first children’s book, Chippy the 
Cheetah Rides 545 Miles from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles this 
September. 

Ten years in the making, it tells the 
story of the young hero Chippy, an 
adventurous and caring young cheetah 
who joins the AIDS/LifeCycle ride and 
learns lessons about helping others. 
During the journey, Chippy is faced with 
challenges such as raising money for 
charity and riding his bicycle on the 
road. 

“The book is appropriate for everyone 
and celebrates the goodness of humani-
ty. Deep down we are all the same,” 
Graves said. “Chippy the Cheetah intro-
duces LGBTQ+ themes and hopes to 

create positive role models for the 
LGBTQ+ community and those infected 
with AIDS/HIV. It reminds people that 
every person can do important things in 
the world, however big or small.” 

Graves wrote Chippy the Cheetah as a 
celebration of his 10-years of riding in 
and raising money for AIDS/LifeCycle, 
to combine his love of cycling, cheetahs, 
and charity. The charity ride benefits 
AIDS organizations and provides pre-
vention education and services to those 
afflicted with AIDS/HIV. 

Mr. Graves is currently a tenured and 
full-time professor of business manage-
ment at Fullerton College. 

The book sells in print for $25 and is 
available on www.cycleanimals.com and 
on Amazon.
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling 714-870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

SEPTEMBER 22 MEETING

A special meeting of the FJUHSD 
Board on September 22 began with a 
memorial for former Trustee, Robert 
“Bob” Hathaway who died on 
September 18 at age 91. See tribute on 
page 18. 

Steve Zamora, Director of Education, 
presented the Master Learning 
Continuity and Attendance Plan (LCP),  
temporarily replacing the usual Local 
Control and Accountability Plan. This 
single-year, 16-page plan summarizes 
the District’s actions that were imple-
mented when in-person school shut 
down last March. The majority of the 
plan outlines how the District will 
implement prevention plans covering 

safety measures and teacher training. It 
includes distance and hybrid model 
learning  programs available once 
school can reopen in person. Finally, it 
outlines intervention measures planned 
to address learning loss for all students 
and social intervention services includ-
ing student meals and mental health care 
and support. 

Trustee Fawley made a point to note 
that plan approval does not mean a 
reopen date for high school had been set 
at that time. The trustees approved the 
LCP plan 5-0.  

The next regular FJUHSD Board 
meeting is scheduled for October 6, at 
6pm.

 
Fullerton’s Boy Scout Troop 97 

Homemade Hot Sandwich Takeout Fundraiser 
 

Drive by to pick up a hot meal to go or enjoy outdoor seating.  
Social distancing will be observed. 

 
Saturday, October 17th 4-7pm 

Morningside Presbyterian Church 
1201 E. Dorothy Ln. 

 
$9 donation includes your choice of a hot sandwich (meatball or Italian 
sausage), side and a drink. Cookies will also be available for $1.00 

Donations will be used for scouts to continue participating in our  
mini community events and outdoor activities.

School will begin Oct. 13. The new 
teaching reality will encompass instruct-
ing half of the students live in-class 
while the other half Zooms-in virtually.  

This model allows stu-
dents to keep their teacher 
and not have to “start 
school again” with a new 
teacher.  

Teachers have estab-
lished connections and 
routine with their stu-
dents, so this will ensure 
continuity and consisten-
cy during this transition 
time.  

Things will be differ-
ent—with masks, a mini-
mum of 6 feet apart, tem-
perature checks, extra 
time for cleaning, distanc-
ing, and for new sched-
ules. 

Parents have the option 
of three learning options: 
in-person instruction (5 days learning 
instruction on campus), hybrid learning, 
or virtual learning.  The FSD Academy 
(home schooling program) is full to 
capacity and has a small waiting list. 

Congratulations to Laguna Road 
School, which was designated a 
National Blue Ribbon School. They are 

one of 367 schools in the U.S. and one 
of only 36 California schools to receive 
this award. 

Recently, Orangethorpe School was 
profiled on “Little 
Steven’s Roadshow” 
(featuring Steven Van 
Zant from Bruce 
Springsteen’s E-Street 
Band) for their adop-
tion of TeachRock, a 
unique program that 
integrates rock music 
with the school’s cur-
riculum.  Principal Dr. 
Frady, along with two 
teachers and two stu-
dents described this 
amazing  learning pro-
gram. The school 
demonstrated how they 
integrated this program 
in a special presenta-
tion when Steven Van 
Zant & friends visited 

Orangethorpe last March. 
Orangethorpe’s innovative Project 

Curiosity Program encourages students 
to understand their connection to our 
planet through art and science, and with 
so many STEAM Lessons available 
through TeachRock, teachers are able to 
engage students in meaningful learning.

FSD September Report

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman 

 
Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on  

2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  
1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton.  

For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

  
 

Things will be  
different—with 
masks, being  
6 feet apart  
from others,  
temperature  
checks, extra  

time for cleaning,  
and new  

schedules.
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FULLERTON TEACHERS EXPRESS 
CONCERNS WITH  

SCHOOL REOPENING 

TEEN OBSERVER 
by Francine, 9th grade

FEATURED PET 
by Erin, 6th Grade

MEET ASTRA!

WHAT’S TRENDING?  
by Irene, 9th grade

EVER HEARD OF WIDGETS?

October 5: 
World Teachers’ Day 

LET’S CELEBRATE 
by Alexandria, 9th grade

Flu Season 
 
With the flu season coming up, it will 

be hard to distinguish the colds, coughs 
or sneezes, adding to anxiety of teach-
ers, parents, and students themselves.  
Some universities who started with in-
person classes will transition to remote 
learning after the Thanksgiving break to 
minimize the risk of  flu and COVID-19.   

 
Teachers & Students Wearing 

Masks All Day 
 
Students and teachers will struggle to 

wear masks all day.  It will also be hard 
for them to be understood when speak-
ing with a mask, especially for teachers 
who would also have to speak over 
Zoom to students learning from home. 

 
Social Distancing 

 
Keeping students socially distanced  

will be hard.  They will not be able to 
learn and interact with other students 
comfortably. Collaborative work among 
students will not be allowed. With all the 
restrictions imposed in schools, it will 
be a very unusual setting for students, so 
why bother to reopen? 

 
Outside vs. Inside 

 
With some schools having no win-

dows or proper ventilation, classes will 
have to be held outside, and when the 
rain and cold season sets in, students 
will have to go back to distance learning 
anyway. 

 
Long Periods Together  

in the Classroom 
 
If it is not safe to be within 6 feet of 

another person, it is unsafe to spend all 
day in the classroom together.  Teachers, 
especially in lower grades, spend the 
day helping students in small groups or 

one on one.  A pandemic does not stop 
the students from asking help to tie 
shoelaces, open water bottles, or fix iPad 
issues.  Those needs will still be there.  

 
Teaching In-Person & Virtually  

at the Same Time 
 
The hybrid schedule will add more 

stress to the already stressful situation.  
This will not allow the teacher to give 
full attention to either group. It will be 
too difficult to monitor students online 
while attending to students in class. 

 
  Safety Protocol Monitoring         

 
Though safety measures are in place, 

there are not enough staff to keep stu-
dents moving in the right direction, to 
play the role of “mask” patrols, and 
monitor the restrooms. No one  can con-
trol some joker who fake coughs or 
sneezes.   

 
COVID-19 Situation in Fullerton 

 
School reopening shouldn’t just be 

based on the general OC health situation 
but on the specific situation of the city. 

 
Why Disrupt the Current Distance 

Learning That is Running Smoothly? 
 
 Teachers, students and families have 

all just settled into a routine. Why 
change it to something that is actually  
another experiment?  This will only dis-
rupt the current flow and there has not 
been sufficient training yet for the 
hybrid format. 

These concerns seem reasonable and 
worthy of consideration.  When the safe-
ty of students, teachers, and our commu-
nity is at stake, it pays to listen to all 
sides. Teachers are our frontliners so 
they have firsthand knowledge in man-
aging students.  It wouldn't hurt to listen 
to the input of our everyday heroes.

Teachers have always been an impor-
tant part of society and play a major role 
in students’ lives. From preschool to 
college, teachers are the ones mainly 
responsible for every student's learning 
experience in school.  October 5 is 
World Teachers’ Day. This holiday was 
created to mark the anniversary of the 
1966 UNESCO recommendation con-
cerning the status of teachers. This rec-
ommendation outlines the rights and 
responsibilities of teachers and stan-
dards for education. This year, the con-
cept for World Teachers’ Day is 
“Teachers: Leading in crisis, reimagin-

ing the future.” This is  a great opportu-
nity to celebrate teachers and appreciate 
them for all their hard work and sacri-
fices. 

Although we cannot physically meet 
our teachers during this time, we can 
still celebrate them online by sending   
appreciation letters, gift cards, and 
more, or we can set up virtual events 
with the help of the PTA. This year, 
UNESCO will have an opening ceremo-
ny and a Hamdan Prize Awards 
Ceremony for outstanding teachers on 
October 5 and we can have a closing 
ceremony on October 12.

Think of an  app or feature you use a lot in your  smartphone.  Is it the date, time, 
or weather? You can have these apps or features prominently displayed for quick 
view or  readily available on your smart phone without having to open the app.  This 
is made possible through the use of widgets, which were first available on android 
devices and now are available on IOS (iphones).  Although widgets appeared later 
on iphone devices, they are taking the world by storm.  Instead of the traditional app 
library, this update allows users to display customized layouts and galleries. From 
Harry Potter-themed to indie, iPhone users have been showcasing their personal 
widget designs all over social media platforms such as Instagram and TikTok. The 
ideas are endless, and it’s certainly a space for some creativity and fun. Other apps 
such as Pinterest and Widgetsmith are seeing record-hitting global downloads, all 
thanks to this new update.

Meet the new pet of the 
week, Astra. He is waiting 
for love and affection from a 
caring new owner. Astra is a 
handsome little brown tabby 
that loves to purr when he 
gets attention. That isn’t the 
only way he says “I love 
you.” He cuddles with you, 
too. From the kitty tower he 
loves, Astra dreams of gazing 
over the landscape of his new 
home. Give a call to schedule 
an appointment with OC 
Animal Care at (714) 935-
6848 or visit www.ocpet-
info.com.

October 13 and no sooner than Oct 5 - 
these are  Fullerton School District’s 
(FSD) and Fullerton Joint Union High 
School District’s (FJUHSD) reopening 
target dates respectively, unless other-
wise directed by state and local authori-
ties.  Both districts have issued reopen-
ing guidelines to teachers, parents, stu-
dents and have posted them on their 
websites.   

Last month I conducted a survey 
among high school students on their 
preferred learning option (distance 
learning or in-person with all the strin-
gent restrictions.) Last week, FSD 
Superintendent Robert Pletka also 
shared the sign-up results for students in 
elementary through high school on the 
learning option they will choose once 
schools reopen. Luckily for students, 
they are free to pick the learning option 
they want. 

What about the teachers?  They will 
be teaching in-person classes as they 
also teach via Zoom to those attending 
from home. They may not have a choice 
but  do they get a chance to voice their 
concern at least? I am not sure, so I 
decided to get their opinions through a 
survey and below is the result. 

Teachers’ view on school reopening to 
in-person classes: 

•FJUHSD teachers (60 respondents)  
(No  53%  - Yes 47%) 

•FSD teachers (60 respondents)  
(No 45% - Yes 55%) 

The teachers are almost split on their 
preferences and both survey results 
seem to mirror the trend for their respec-
tive students.  

Results of last month”s  survey among 
170 Fullerton high school students fol-
lows the FJUHSD teachers’ preference 
for distance learning with 66% of stu-
dents wanting to continue learning from 
home. On the other hand, recent sign-up 
for FSD students’ learning options also 
align with FSD teachers’ preference 
with 63% wanting to attend on campus 
classes,  either 5 days a week or hybrid 
(on-campus at least 2 days  and from 
home at least 2 days. Wednesdays will 
alternate as on-campus and at-home 
learning).   

Both FSD and FJUHSD teachers  who 
are opposed to reopening  have listed 
their concerns which they hope the FSD 
and FJUHSD Boards would consider.  
This list was forwarded to the Board last 
week:

Teachers’ Concerns:
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City Council Candidates Share 
Positions in Virtual Forums

Here we present a summary of the 
candidates’ positions on various issues, 
as expressed in the different forums. 
This is not a transcription, but rather an 
attempt to capture the essence of their 
answers. Because not all candidates par-
ticipated in every forum, they did not 
answer all questions asked. 

 

WHAT IS FULLERTON’S  
BIGGEST CHALLENGE? 

 
District 1 

Cho: By 2025 the City’s reserves will 
be depleted. As a bankruptcy attorney I 
want to help the city avert insolvency. 
We’ve got to raise revenues with cre-
ative thinking. 

Jung: The COVID pandemic. 
Citizens are sick and dying. We must 
recover from that before facing other 
problems. 

 
 District 2 

Chang: Deficits. The council can’t 
find sufficient revenue to fund the city. 
The source of that problem is over-
spending, specifically on police and fire-
fighter pensions. 

Dunlap: Roads. The city must address 
its spending in other areas to find money 
for roads, and ought to apply for trans-
portation and other grants from county 
and state to use to build and repair. 

Qazi: Roads and infrastructure. These 
are needed to sustain any future eco-
nomic development. We must look for 
state funds. 

Sargeant: The streets. To fix these we 
need money and someone who can bring 
it in by bringing in business and gener-
ating a tax base. 

 
 District 4 

Thakur: Infrastructure, but also peo-
ple struggling to get their next paycheck 
and scrambling for housing. I would use 
Measure S to build roads. 

Whitaker: Streets and infrastructure. 
However, we can’t solve that by 
fundraising through taxes on already 
overburdened companies. 

 

 DO YOU SUPPORT THE SALES 
TAX INITIATIVE, MEASURE S? 
 

District 1 
Cho: No. There is no sunset provision 

and it would encourage people to shop 
outside of the city. The way to stay out 
of bankruptcy is to increase city income. 

Jung: No. It would make our sales tax 
the second highest in the County. 

  
District 2 

Chang: No. It’s a regressive sales tax. 
To balance the budget we should focus 
instead on renegotiating police and fire 
pensions, as the 2013 California 
Supreme Court decision proved is possi-
ble. 

Dunlap: No. S is a regressive tax that 
disproportionately impacts low-income 
people. We need economic development 
to increase revenue, like the plan for the 
Kimberly Clark property that could 
bring thousands of jobs. 

Qazi: No. In a recession I do not think 

voters will approve it because it is not 
solely focused on infrastructure. 

Sargeant: No. I will focus instead on 
increasing city revenues by bringing in 
new businesses, namely auto dealer-
ships. 

  
District 4 

Thakur: Yes. Too many cities have 
kicked the can down the road regarding 
infrastructure. If S doesn’t pass 
Fullerton residents will likely have 
fewer services than they’re used to. 

Whitaker: No. I don’t want Fullerton 
to be a high-tax city, unfriendly to resi-
dents and businesses. City council salary 
raises have contributed to our current 
budget shortfall and must be part of the 
solution. 

  

WOULD YOU REPAIR THE 
ROADS, AND HOW WOULD YOU 

PAY FOR THAT? 
 

District 1 
Cho: I would reprioritize expenditures 

for city service delivery. I acknowledge 
repair would be difficult using current 
revenues. 

Jung: I led my HOA to repair roads 
and install fiber optic. I would make 
repairing Fullerton roads a priority 
because residents recognize that the “D” 
we received in the outside assessment of 
our roads was unacceptable. 

  
District 2 

Chang: I would love to be able to 
generate more revenue through econom-
ic development, but we can’t be sure of 
that. We need a backup to make sure that 
our spending isn’t too high, so that we 
can build better roads in the future. 

Dunlap: My daughters can’t even 
drive their Power Wheels around the 
block because they get caught in pot-
holes. I believe we ought to apply for 
County and State grants for transporta-
tion, which have so far gone untapped. 

Qazi: I wants to redirect any future 
revenue to provide the maximum feasi-

ble amount toward road repair. 
Economic stimulation will be priority 
number 1, but we also need to secure 
matching transportation grants from 
OCTA and others. 

Sargeant: I would generate revenue 
by inviting in businesses like Northrop. 
I have helped bring business to Fullerton 
in the past. 

  
District 4 

Thakur: Whitaker has been soaking 
up city funds by taking the highest 
salary of anyone on the Council, includ-
ing salary, from his position on the 
Water District. Whitaker hasn’t been 
serious about repairing roads in his 10 
years. I want to repair pipes and roads 
together. 

Whitaker: I made roads my top prior-
ity starting with my term as mayor in 
2013 and as a Councilmember in 2017, 
though the follow-through on those 
repairs has not been sufficient. The City 
has prioritized payroll, pensions, and 
perks over pavement. 

  

DO YOU SUPPORT A CIVILIAN 
OVERSIGHT BOARD FOR THE 
POLICE? HOW DO YOU PRO-
MOTE JUSTICE IN POLICING? 
 

District 1 
Cho: I am agnostic on issue of civilian 

oversight board. I believes there are 
laws on the books to keep police 
accountable, but I do support further 
training on excessive use of force. 

Jung: I am not in favor of defunding 
police. I like the current reform efforts, 
including the national police chiefs’ 
board. 

  
District 2 

Chang: I want an oversight board. 
The wounds of the Kelly Thomas inci-
dent won’t heal quickly. Reports recent-
ly published in the Observer were damn-
ing about how training affected the out-
come in that incident. 

continued from front page
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Anniversaries
Weddings

Any Occasion !

One Call 
We Do it All !

FIVE FREE 
BANQUET
FACILITIES

Accommodating 
up to 800 people

Angelo�s       Vinci�s
Ristorante Est 1971

550 North Harbor Blvd 
Downtown Fullerton

714.879.4022

and

ORANGE COUNTY HOTLIST

BEST ITALIAN 2016 & 2017
Established in 1971, in this family-owned restaurant

you dine in the middle of an Italian town square 
complete with storefronts and twinkling lights.

Call 714.879.4022
www.AngelosandVincis.com

“Like” us on facebook.com/angelosandvincis

WIN
NER

“A PLACE TO EAT...A PLACE TO SEE.”

australianswimschool.com

Dunlap: I will fully fund the police 
department. I believe in community 
policing, increasing training, and civil-
ian oversight. 

Qazi: I believes there are both techni-
cal and social aspects of policing that 
need addressing. We have a good chief, 
and a civilian oversight committee 
would help. 

Sargeant: The FPD’s training is the 
best in the entire United States. I believe 
we might better keep track of perform-
ance of sergeants and lieutenants in 
overseeing forces.  

District 4 
Thakur: I want greater civilian over-

sight. I secured the fire endorsement but 
did not seek police endorsement 
because I want to maintain my inde-
pendence in reviewing police policies. 

Whitaker: I have always supported 
some oversight. It’s important to have 
outside eyes looking in. I was the only 
council member to demand a complete 
airing of the facts in the Kelly Thomas 
incident. 

   

WHAT IS THE RIGHT 
RESPONSE TO HOMELESSNESS? 

 
District 1 

Cho: It’s not simply a policing issue. 
Dispatch for calls on mental health, for 
example, should include social workers 
as well. It’s also good to make tempo-
rary housing available for those willing 
to use it. 

Jung: Disneyland had laid off 3,500 
people. 200 have died in Orange County 
this year due to being homeless. We 
need shelters, navigation centers, and 
safe parking. We need to prevent home-
lessness by increasing the number of 
affordable homes. 

  
District 2 

Chang: I have worked with vulnera-
ble populations who were forced into 
homelessness. This doesn’t happen 
overnight. We must address long-term 
problems of such people with compas-
sion. 

Dunlap: We must help the needy but 
also enforce anti-camping and loitering 
laws. Public-private partnerships like 
partnering United Way with social serv-
ices can help solve problem. 

Qazi: Policing isn’t the solution. It 
took a judge to teach us not to criminal-
ize homelessness. We must commit to 
recuperation centers, as we have in our 
13-city partnership. And we must work 
to create permanent housing for people 
without homes. 

Sargeant: We ought to put people to 
work, as Colorado, Arizona, and New 

Mexico have done. People are bussed to 
jobs where they earn money for food. 

  
District 4 

Thakur: Government and nonprofits 
must both help. Regional leadership is 
needed. The armory in District 4 has 
served hundreds. Navigation Centers are 
part of the solution. 

Whitaker: Counties are trying to shift 
the burden onto the cities, where it does 
not belong. Judges like David Carter 
have been involved in this effort. 

 
HOW WOULD YOU MEET 

FULLERTON’S MODERATE AND  
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

GOALS? 
 

District 1 
Cho: I would allow high-density 

development in the center of the City 
near transit, but not in other neighbor-
hoods. I would seek out developers to 
develop housing. 

Jung: A few properties could be 
turned into higher density development, 
including the CVS on Euclid and 
Rosecrans. I supports transit center 
housing and an increase in accessory 
dwelling units (ADUs), and rental units 

that can be built in the back yard for sin-
gle-family homeowners. 

  
District 2 

Chang: I am opposed to public action 
on this. I laughs at the idea that state 
housing assessment can predict how 
many people will want to move to 
Fullerton. 

Dunlap: I views the housing problem 
as a supply and demand issue to be 
solved by increasing the supply of 
homes, including ADUs, while also 
developing commercial and retail space. 

 Qazi: I support affordable housing, 
and am in favor of mixed-use develop-
ment and in-line development, including 
senior communities. 

Sergeant: Mixed-use development 
didn’t work. The California government 
should step out and let Fullerton leaders 
make their own plans. 

  
District 4 

Thakur: I supports cutting fees for 
ADUs. I am open to high-density devel-
opments like those that have been suc-
cessful in neighboring cities. 

Whitaker:  I regret the loss of older 
housing stock that offered affordable 
dwelling. I believe we must increase 
peoples’ incomes so they can afford 
homes. 

Following are questions to which only 
some candidates gave answers because 
not all of them attended all the forums. 

  

WHAT IS YOUR POSITION ON 
SHORT-TERM RENTALS 

 
District 1 

Jung: Opposed. I would cite unac-
knowledged costs of rentals that fall on 
the city, such as infrastructure repair. 

  
District 2 

Chang: In favor. People use rentals to 
generate needed additional income. 

Qazi: Opposed. 
Sergeant: Opposed. They destroy the 

peace and quiet of neighborhoods. 
  

District 4 
Thakur: I would distinguish between 

whole-house rentals and single-room 
rentals, which I find reasonable. I am 
against the use of short-term rentals as 
“party houses.” 

Whitaker: I support as a property 
rights issue. Unwanted side effects such 
as excessive noise can be dealt with 
through code enforcement. 

  

This November three City Council seats are up for election: Districts 1, 2, and 4.  
Not sure what district you reside in? Visit www.cityoffullerton.com or look at the sample ballot you  

received in the mail, which will include only candidates running in your district. 

continued on page 19
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City Council, Measures S and U 
Campaign Finances

By Jane Rands 
 
State and local campaigns, including 

Fullerton City Council Candidates, bal-
lot measure campaigns, and other local 
political interests have filed their first 
pre-election campaign finance disclo-
sures on Form 460s with the Fullerton 
City Clerk. Large contributions and 
expenditures are also reported on an 
ongoing basis within 24 hours of receipt 
using Form 497, as are Independent 
Expenditures supporting or opposing a 
candidate, filed on Form 496. All reports 
are available for public access from the 
“City Clerk” folder under “Campaign 
Statements” at http://docs.cityoffuller-
ton.com/weblink. 

  
District 1 

  
The 2 candidates in District 1 have 

reported similar finances since July 1. 
Fred Jung has $36,304 in contributions 
including a $10,000 loan from himself 
and has spent just over $10,000. Andrew 
Cho has raised $21,224 with a $1,500 
loan from himself to his campaign and 
has spent $13,000. 

Jung’s largest donor, excluding him-
self, is his father-in-law, who con-
tributed $5,000. His next 3 largest con-
tributors are from Vargas Tree Service in 
Anaheim and Organix Recycling in 
Fullerton who each have contributed 
$2,500, and Assemblywoman Sharon 
Quirk-Silva who has made contributions 
totaling $2,000. Jung has received 
$1,500 each from the Plumbers and 
Steamfitters Union and the Orange 
County Employees Association, and 
$1,000 each from the Food and 
Commercial Workers Union, two down-

town business owners, and an Anaheim 
business owner. Jung has also benefited 
from $14,000 in independent expendi-
tures as reported by the Fullerton 
Firefighters Association in the form of 
mailers and other adver-
tisements. 

Cho's largest contribu-
tor is John W. Phelps II 
who gave $4,999. His 
next largest contributor 
is the Lincoln Club of 
Orange County who 
provided $2,899 in 
“slate (mailer) card pay-
ments.” The next 2 
largest contributors are 
his father and a real 
estate broker, who each 
gave $2,000, and three 
$1,000 contributions 
each from a dentist, a 
business owner in 
Fremont, and John Saunders, who is 
known for having increased rents on the 
seniors living on fixed incomes at 
Rancho La Paz Mobile Home Park in 
Fullerton and Anaheim. 

  
District 2 

  
District 2 is similarly competitive 

between 2 of the 4 candidates. Nick 
Dunlap raised $40,312 in contributions 
in 2019 and another $43,344 so far this 
year. Of the $83,656 total, $11,962 is a 
loan from Dunlap to his campaign. Dr. 
Faisal Qazi has raised $65,155 since 
July, including a $30,000 loan he made 
to his own campaign. Dunlap has spent 
$29,778 and Qazi has spent $31,688. 

 Excluding his loan, Dunlap's 2 largest 
contributions are $5,000 from California 

Real Estate PAC (CREP) and a $4,335 
payment for slate mailers from the 
Lincoln Club. The next highest are 
$2,500 from the Apartment Assn. of 
Orange County PAC and a variety of 
$1,000 contributions from PACs and 
others representing real estate interests 
such as the California Apartment 
Association, Western Manufactured 
Housing Communities Association, 

Tomlinson Property 
Management, Dunlap Real 
Estate Investments, Pacific 
Coast Management, 
Jerome Properties, MPMS 
Property Management, and 
Uptown Fullerton 
Apartments. 

Qazi's large contributors, 
excluding his loan, are 
$2,500 from Cerritos 
Attorney Navneet Chugh, 
$2,500 from CEO of 
Nisum, $1,500 from an 
M.D. in Glendora, and 
$1,000 each from 
Assemblywoman Sharon 
Quirk-Silva, the president 

of Dana Investment Corp., a physician 
from Riverside, a physician from 
Walnut, and an M.D. from Covina. 

The other two candidates in District 2 
are not funding their campaigns at the 
same level as Dunlap and Qazi. 
Mackenzie Chang has filed a form 470 
stating that he will not raise or spend 
$2,000 or more during his run for coun-
cil. Chuck Sargeant, however, is funding 
his campaign with his own money. He 
has made in-kind contributions for 
signs, flyers, advertisements, and con-
sultants totaling $6,955. He recently 
contributed another $7,000 for a total of 
$13,955. He reports expenses of 
$15,310. 

  
District 4 

  
The difference in campaign spending 

between the two District 4 Candidates, 
Aaruni Thakur and Bruce Whitaker is 
significant. Since July 1 Thakur has 
raised $48,290, including a $5,000 loan 
from himself and Whitaker has added 
$15,288 to his prior balance of $13,594 
without incurring any loans. However, 
Whitaker reports spending only $2,052 
while Thakur's reports show expenses 
totaling $27,052. Additionally, Thakur 
has benefited from independent expen-
ditures as reported by Fullerton 
Firefighters Association totaling 
$13,306. 

Thakur's largest contributions, besides 
his loan, are $2,000 each from the CFO 
of Nibbi and from Assemblywoman 
Sharon Quirk-Silva, $1,999 from an 
unemployed individual, $1,500 each 
from 2 family members and the 

Plumbers and Steamfitters Union, and 
$1,000 each from the Food and 
Commercial Workers Union, Fullerton 
Firefighters Association, Attorney 
Navneet Chugh, Todd Olivas and 
Associates, and his father. 

 Whitaker's highest donors are Jerome 
Properties and the Manufactured 
Housing Education Trust PAC that each 
gave $2,000. Former School Board 
Member Chris Thompson made an 
$1,868 in-kind payment for slate mail-
ers. The Apartment Association Orange 
County PAC gave $1,500 and CREP, 
John Saunders, Mesa Property 
Management, and downtown business 
JP23, contributed $1,000 each. 

  
Measure S 

  
Of the two measures placed on the 

ballots of Fullerton voters by the City 
Council, Measure S is the more con-
tentious. It is a 1.25% sales tax increase 
that will go into the general fund. 
Arguments submitted in support of S 
say the sales tax will “repair our local 
streets” and “maintain fast 911 emer-
gency response times.” Opponents 
argue it will make Fullerton's sales tax 
rate the second highest in the County 
and the tax "is not dedicated to fix 
Fullerton streets," and “could be used 
for anything." 

Fullerton Taxpayers for Reform was 
originally formed to support the suc-
cessful recall of 3 City Council mem-
bers in 2012. Since then, the PAC has 
taken positions for and against other 
issues in the City, most recently oppos-
ing Measure S. One $5,000 contribution 
from the Maverick Theatre owner has 
been added to the PAC's $4,878 balance 
prior to Measure S. 

By contrast, the Yes on S campaign 
has garnered a $500 contribution from 
the North Orange County Chamber of 
Commerce, $4,999 from John Phelps, 
and $10,000 each from Fullerton 
Firefighters Association and Fullerton 
Police Officers Association PACs. 

  
Measure U 

  
Measure U was placed on the ballot 

by the City Council to end the sale of 
“safe and sane” fireworks in Fullerton. 
No one submitted an argument in favor, 
but arguments opposing U were submit-
ted that claim U would “take away the 
millions of dollars Fullerton nonprofit 
community groups earn through fire-
works sales!” 

Similarly, there is no PAC supporting 
Measure U, but there is one opposing it. 
No on Measure U was created and is run 
by American Promotional Events, which 
has contributed $65,000 to maintain 
sales of the fireworks they manufacture.

  
 

All campaign  
finance reports  

are available for 
public access  
from the City 
Clerk’s office 

and on the  
City’s web site.
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IS FULLERTON STILL A TREE CITY?

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2020

Entering Fullerton from Anaheim, you 
may have noticed a small green and 
white sign that reads, “Tree City USA 
Arbor Day Foundation 38 Years” in the 
center island of Harbor just north of the 
91 Freeway. I spotted the sign one day as 
I was driving by and wanted to find out 
more about it. After visiting the City’s 
website, I learned that Fullerton was the 
first city in Orange County to receive the 
“Tree City USA” designation, and 
among the first of 6 cities in California 
to receive such designation Statewide. 
However, is Fullerton 
still a Tree City? 
Looking at the Arbor 
Day Foundation’s “Tree 
City USA Communities 
in California” list on 
their website, which was 
updated in June 2020, I 
did not see Fullerton 
listed. 

Founded in 1887, 
Fullerton got its start as 
an agricultural commu-
nity. As the years went 
by, agriculture gave way 
to residences, oil 
drilling, and business. 
Today, Fullerton is pri-
marily residential with a 
diverse mix of educa-
tional, cultural, and business institu-
tions. Fullerton has retained its friendly, 
small-town atmosphere through many 
community programs and by preserving 
its original downtown. One of the char-
acteristics that sets Fullerton apart from 
surrounding cities is its extensive urban 
forest.  Fullerton’s urban forest is made 
up of all the trees and landscape on pub-
lic and private property within the City’s 
corporate boundaries. 

Tree City USA is a national recogni-
tion program that began in 1976 and is 
sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation 
in partnership with the U.S. Forest 
Service and National Association of 
State Foresters. This is an award given 
to cities demonstrating commitment to 
tree planting and outstanding urban for-
est management practices. The Tree City 
USA program helps provide the frame-
work for a healthy, sustainable urban 
forestry program. A city qualifies as a 
Tree City USA community by meeting 4 
standards. The city must maintain a tree 
board or department, have a community 
tree ordinance, spend at least $2 per 

capita on urban forestry, and celebrate 
Arbor Day in order to qualify for this 
recognition. 

Fullerton held its first Arbor Day cele-
bration back in 1971, and to this day the 
City maintains over 40,000 inventoried 
trees. According to the City’s website, 
Fullerton’s “urban forest is improving 
air quality, conserving energy, attenuat-
ing storm water, and improving property 
values.” Community trees are important. 
In fact, the trees planted along our city 
streets and in our parks have environ-

mental, financial, and pub-
lic health benefits. Trees 
clean the air by absorbing 
pollutants that trigger asth-
ma attacks and other health 
problems. They absorb car-
bon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases, and pro-
vide life-giving oxygen, 
releasing it into the atmos-
phere. The water vapor 
given off through transpira-
tion adds to the cooling 
influence of trees, and 
shade from the trees cools 
the urban landscape. Trees 
also help the environment 
by providing sound barri-
ers, reducing heat islands, 
reducing soil erosion and 

runoff, and providing habitats for wild 
animals. 

Scientists with the U.S. Forest Service 
report that a tree planted today on the 
west side of a house can reduce energy 
bills by 3%  in only 5 years and by 12% 
annually in 15 years. According to the 
city of Fullerton’s Community Forest 
Management Plan, “estimates suggest 
homes that have the benefit of trees can 
expect increases in property values rang-
ing from 7 to 20%.” Research has also 
consistently shown the positive impact 
trees have on people, including worker 
satisfaction, students’ ability to concen-
trate, faster healing time for hospital 
patients, and lower blood pressure 
among senior citizens. Their presence 
has even been found to reduce crime by 
providing inviting places that promote 
positive social interaction. Interestingly, 
the growing volume of research says 
that trees facilitate mental restoration, 
reduce depression, anger, anxiety, men-
tal fatigue, and stress. Trees help us 
focus our attention and improve concen-
tration. 

Fullerton is well known for the wealth 
of beautiful trees that line its streets, 
beautify its parks, and add charm and 
character to the community. The City’s 
trees play a major role in enhancing the 
charm and character that’s associated 
with Fullerton while increasing the 
quality of life. Preserving the historical 
elements of the community is a primary 
concern to residents. Perhaps one of the 
most visible examples of the communi-
ty’s need to preserve its heritage can be 
seen on Brookdale Place and Jacaranda 
Street, where large, 40-to-50-year-old 
Jacaranda trees line the street and 
enhance the ambience of the historical 
homes. 

A lot of Fullerton’s trees are located in 
parkways, parks, greenbelts, medians, 
public parking lots, and other public 
areas. Driving around the City, I’ve seen 
everything from Afghan Pines and 
Australian Willows, to California 
Pepper Trees and Date Palms, to 
Evergreen Elms, Magnolias, and many 
other types of trees. Fullerton is defi-
nitely well known for its Jacarandas, a 
species of tree that originated from 
South America and was first planted in 
Southern California about a century ago. 
Their purple flowers blossom when the 
humidity is higher and temperatures are 
not too hot. 

However, trees can also sometimes be 
destructive and expensive, creating 
problems with concrete and asphalt 
cracking or lifting, sewer line infiltra-
tion, utility line grounding, and falling 
branches. Tree management for the city 
of Fullerton’s urban forest falls under 
the City’s Maintenance Service 
Department’s Landscape Division, 
under the guidance of the Department 
Director. The department’s job is to 
make sure the tree program policies are 
enforced. Community forest manage-
ment is funded as a distinct program in 
the Maintenance Services Department’s 
budget and is financed by revenue from 
the City’s sanitation fund. According to 

the City’s Community Forest 
Management Plan, “Sanitation funds 
can be used for tree maintenance 
because proper tree care decreases leaf 
drop and branch loss into the streets, 
which in turn, reduces the amount of 
plant material entering the City’s sanita-
tion system.” The department also 
works with non-profit community 
groups to apply for competitive tree-
planting grants. 

Fullerton is truly a city of trees, but is 
it still a Tree City USA? I emailed the 
City’s Maintenance Service Office, and 
heard back from Phil Kisor, Landscape 
Supervisor for the City of Fullerton. He 
said, “We did receive a 2019 proclama-
tion from the city council and held an 
Arbor Day event at Richman Park in the 
month of March. The City is currently a 
Tree City USA but working towards cor-
recting the record with the Arbor Day 
Foundation. Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we were advised that the Arbor 
Day Foundation waived Standard 4: An 
Arbor Day Observance and 
Proclamation; in lieu of this, the City 
conducts a virtual tree awareness cam-
paign.” Mr. Kisor went on to explain 
that Fullerton’s Urban Forest has devel-
oped over the years by recognizing 
problematic species of trees and elimi-
nating or minimizing them from the 
planting pallet. They have been keeping 
up to date by continuing education sem-
inars on invasive pests such as the shot 
hole borer, and the bark beetle among 
others.  

“We have approximately 65 different 
types of trees within our parks, medians, 
trails, downtown and reservoirs,” said 
Mr. Kisor. “The Arbor Day Foundation 
only counts the trees that are city main-
tained. The majority of our tree work is 
performed by contractors.” He 
explained that the criteria the City con-
siders when removing trees is whether 
they’re dead, dying, diseased or causing 
major infrastructure damage.  

  
 

The City’s trees  
play a major role 

 in enhancing 
 the charm and 
character that’s 
associated with 
Fullerton while 
increasing the 
 quality of life. 
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HITS  
&   
MISSES  

by Joyce Mason © 2020

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 

A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

FILM REVIEW: “THE PERSONAL HISTORY OF 
DAVID COPPERFIELD” GETS TWO HITS

Based on Charles Dickens’ classic 
novel “David Copperfield,” this film is 
set in the 1800s, yet director Armando 
Iannucci uses post-modern narrative 
techniques that reflect 21st Century sen-
sibilities. He is color-blind in his casting 
of characters and he uses touches of 
magical realism as when a large fist 
reaches through the ceiling and grabs 
David away during one of his happier 
moments. Cinematic in descriptions, 
Dickens’ novels lend themselves to film 
adaptations and his themes translate 
well into subsequent centuries, especial-
ly his belief that personal character and 
tenacity along with some good luck can 
propel a young man into a fulfilling life. 

Working with co-writer Simon 
Blackwell, Iannucci begins his classic 
coming-of-age story in a theater with an 
actor reading from a podium the open-
ing line of the novel: “Whether I shall 
turn out to be the hero of my own life, or 
whether that station will be held by any-
body else, these pages must show.” By 
casting Indian actor Dev Patel 
(“Slumdog Millionaire”) as David, 
Iannucci prepares us for a variety of 
non-traditional casting choices—some 
Black, others Asian and many white.  
Employing magical realism, he places 
Patel’s David throughout the film as a 
spectator of his own life events, even 
witnessing his mother, Clara, giving 
birth to him. 

Present at his birth is David’s Aunt 
Betsey Trotwood (Tilda Swinton), 
childless herself but certain that her sis-
ter-in-law is giving birth to a girl, she 
leaves in disappointment and disgust 
when the infant is a boy. Widowed, 
Clara (Morfydd Clark) raises David 
with the help of her maid Peggotty 
(Daisy May Cooper), whose devotion to 
David creates one of the loving consis-
tencies in his life. But when Clara 
remarries, we meet the first villain to 
cast a shadow on David’s life, Edward 
Murdstone (Darren Boyd) and his impe-
rious sister Jane (Gwendoline Christie).  
Soon David, who challenges his stepfa-
ther’s authority, is shipped off to 
London to work in a bottle factory and 
to live with the penniless Micawber 
family. 

When David learns from Murdstone 
that his mother has died and he has not 
even been told of her funeral, David 
runs away to find his Aunt Betsey in 
Dover. Levity releases some of the sor-
row and abandonment that have entered 
David’s life as he finds Aunt Betsey, 
who takes him in and whose only worry 
in life seems to be the donkeys who 
wander onto  her large estate. David 
brings companionship to her odd tenant 
Mr. Dick (Hugh Laurie), who enjoys 
flying kites with him. David meets the 
accountant who manages his aunt’s 
estate, Mr. Wickfield (Benedict Wong), 
incompetent much of the time because 
of his fondness for sherry, but his 
daughter Agnes (Rosalind Eleazar), 
proves to be the most sensible of all the 
characters and develops a fondness for 
David that we hope he will return. 

Several adventures await David, and 
Iannucci skillfully weaves them into the 
latter third of the film, including David’s 
doomed friendship with his schoolmate 
Steerforth (Aneurin  Barnard), his fool-
ish affection for Dora (played by the 
same actress who played Clara), his vis-
its to the seaside town of Yarmouth, and 
his acumen in uncovering the villainy of 
Uriah Heep (Ben Whishaw). In estab-
lishing his role in life, David faces kind 
and helpful people as well as cruel and 
selfish characters, and some who are 
foolish and hapless. Underscoring the 
various challenges David faces and the 
roles life demands of him, Iannucci uses 
Dickens’ own device of changing 
names. Aunt Betsey never calls him 
David and always refers to him as 
Trotwood, his friend Steerforth calls 
him Daisy, while the silly Dora names 
him Doady. 

Of the many memorable novels 
penned by Charles Dickens, “David 
Copperfield” is the most autobiographi-
cal, his own boyhood being so fraught 
with misfortune that the term 
“Dickensian childhood” has become 
part of our lexicon. Although dated in its 
settings and costumes, even 21st 
Century audiences will find in “The 
Personal History of David Copperfield” 
a buoyant optimism possible even in the 
most challenging circumstances.

INTERACTIVE OUTDOOR COMMUNITY  
POETRY PROJECT AT THE MUCK

Over the summer, The Muckenthaler’s 
2020 Artist-in-Residence poet Katharine 
Zaun started the Found Poetry Project, 
which invited community members to 
submit found poetry for a group exhibi-
tion.  Found poems are created by using 
an existing page of text (such as a page 
from a magazine, newspaper, or book) 
and remaking it by circling, underlining 
or blacking out words. 

The installation is now on display out-
doors on The Muck lawn…with a twist.  
One side of the installation has been left 
blank along with sticky notes, pencils, 
and chalk as a space for visitors to leave 
their own poems or thoughts. 

The display design itself was done 
intentionally to help visitors have a feel-
ing of connection, even as they interact 

with it individually.  Katharine describes 
her thoughts behind the process. “The 
pixelated effect of the painted cardboard 
background is representative of the dig-
itally saturated quality of our lives dur-
ing this pandemic.  We chose cardboard 
to paint on, rather than painting directly 
on the mural’s wood panels, because we 
wanted to stay with the idea of the found 
poems by using found objects, too.  The 
found poems stand out against the card-
board background to portray how we’ve 
attempted to piece together this new 
normal and find connection in new 
ways—find new narratives that give 
shape to this strange and isolating time.” 

For more information on this project, 
visit: www.themuck.org/found-poetry-
project.
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Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed by local volunteers who create, 
publish, and distribute the paper through-
out our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one - 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive local calendar and other 
coverage, we seek to promote a sense of 
community and an appreciation for the 
values of diversity with which our coun-
try is so uniquely blessed. 
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2020

Oh, the ugly irony. Who would have 
thought that President Donald J. Trump 
would take up the cry of African 
American Civil Rights activists and 
promise, assert, threaten “No Justice No 
Peace!”? Yet, that is the clear implica-
tion of his refusal to stipulate to a peace-
ful transfer of office should he lose. 

He speaks in apocalyptic terms of 
what would happen to us should he lose. 
The suburbs will be gone, overrun by 
Black and Brown peo-
ple. His threat is clearly 
Apres Moi le Deluge, a 
chaotic and violent 
flood of immigrants, 
refugees, and minori-
ties. Trump clearly 
asserts that only he and 
his brown-shirted white 
supremacist thugs, the 
Proud Boys, can save 
the White people, white 
civilization and the 
white suburbs. What 
more proof can he offer 
of his intentions (or 
verification of the legit-
imacy of our fears) than 
his direct refusal to dis-
tance himself from this 
odious hate group. 
When requested to ask 
them to “stand down,” 
he replied that they 
should “stand back and 
stand by.” Twenty min-
utes later, this was the logo the Proud 
Boys put on the Internet. 

This is a call to violence. This is a 
threat to the American people and our 
Constitution. It is not a dog whistle but a 
bullhorn calling for violent insurrection 
should he lose or seem to be losing, as 
the votes are being counted. 

This is so very different in kind from 
Democrats not accepting Bush v. Gore. 
That was emotional and psychological, 
not violent. Nor is this the same as 
Trump claiming that Hillary Clinton did 
not accept her defeat. Again, having 
won three million more votes than 
Trump, she had trouble emotionally 
accepting Trump. She did not, however, 
threaten violence. A million marchers in 
pink pussy hats is considerably different 
from men with automatic weapons 
threatening violence in our streets. If 

you can’t discern the difference, you 
have a problem. 

Now, no one should be surprised that 
he would not lose gracefully. No one 
expects him to drive to Biden’s inaugu-
ration in the same car—as is our tradi-
tion. No one would anticipate him 
attending the inauguration. Most are 
confident that neither tradition nor 
gracefulness will characterize his depar-
ture. Most are certain that he’ll either be 

playing golf or seeking 
asylum—maybe in a 
friendly (to him) foreign 
country or a mental 
facility. 

It is both telling and 
chilling that when asked 
if he could assure the 
American people of a 
peaceful transfer of 
power that his response 
was not, “Of course,” 
but, “We’ll see.” The 
key to understanding 
this threat, this possibly 
treasonous, but certainly 
treacherous, threat to 
our nation is that the 
word was “peaceful.” 
He is entitled to yell, 
scream, and complain. 
He is within his rights to 
promise to litigate the 
election results all the 
way to the Supreme 
Court and “his” newest 

Justice Amy Coney Barrett. 
He can also be confident that she 

won’t recuse herself. A Supreme Court 
Justice can’t be required—even by a 
majority of the Court—to recuse. She 
also must be hyperaware of what hap-
pened to former loyal friend, endorser, 
and Attorney General Jeffery 
Beauregard Sessions when he recused 
himself from the Russia investigation. 

Trump must fancy his chances with a 
Supreme Court packed with three of his 
(and the Federalist Society’s) choices. 
They, as the Court in Bush v. Gore, are 
likely to bring legal, social, and perhaps 
antisocial violence to a stop. At least 
Trump has been transparent in saying 
that he needs a full Court of nine 
Justices if (meaning, in his view, when) 
the election arrives in the Court.  

And yes, the Court is likely to grant 
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PEACEFUL TRANSITION?

certiorari and take up the disputed ele-
ments of the election that will already be 
in a number of lower courts. 

How they will vote is not clear and 
may not break down along the expected 
liberal/conservative lines. These justices 
know Trump. Many respect the law and 
the Constitution. Some respect tradition, 
and all are aware of how their decision 
will affect both our nation and their own 
legacies. 

The so-called debate clearly revealed 
that the choice is not between a classic 
liberal and a conservative. Trump is not 
a conservative. The choice is between an 
uncontrolled bully and a sane, if not 
charismatic, moderately liberal 
Democrat. The choice is between, yes, a 
politician and a reality show host who 
plays the part of a rich, smart deal-mak-
ing business genius. None of his persona 
or resume is, according to some well-
researched information on his finances 
by The New York Times, accurate. He’s a 
debtor, a loser, and a cheat. He’s behold-
en to foreign nations for income, even as 
his flagship buildings and resorts hemor-
rhage money. He only acts the part his 
ego and image demand.  He is not a 
well-prepared method actor. There may 
be method to his madness but there is 
certainly madness to his method. 

He will lose and he will go. It will be 
ugly because he’s fighting not for the 
presidency but for his family, his brand, 
and his freedom. The Proud Boys will 
neither save him nor destroy us. Playing 
soldier is different from taking live fire 
from our police and military. 
Insurrection will fail and democracy will 
prevail. 

 
www.Dobrer.org 

Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer

Renew Your Print 
Subscription  

(For Pay By Check 
Subscribers)

If you pay for The Observer by check, 
it is time to make your annual payment. 
You can send in a check again but we 
prefer that you please renew online at 
www.fullertonobserver.com. This saves 
on an envelope and check and makes the 
renewal automatic every year. You can 
also call us at (714) 525-6402 ext 1 and 
we can walk you through the online 
renewal process. Your subscription 
helps support our ongoing efforts to 
keep you informed about and connected 
to your community. Please renew your 
subscription by October 31. If you are 
currently paying online, no action is 
needed on your part. Thank you for your 
support!

Measure S and Roads

As I read the title of ordinance 3582 to 
be City of Fullerton Community 
Services, Street Repair and Emergency 
Response Measure of 2020, it appears to 
pinpoint certain targets. But, as 
explained in item 4.86.140, the tax does 
not meet the criteria for a special tax.  
This tax, then, is a general tax and may 
be used on a myriad of general expens-
es.  Without the spending restriction, is 
this just another bucket with a hole in it? 

 
Dave Lynch 

Fullerton
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HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION 

 

The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the commu-
nity.  The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions 
are those of the writer.  We must verify your identity, but we allow ini-
tials only and town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in print if a 
reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. Opinions sent 
to us without name, address and phone number will not be printed. Due 
to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of getting in. Please 
add your contact information so we can verify. Thanks!  

 
contact@fullertonobserver.com  

or mail to:  
Fullerton Observer,   

PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton CA 92834

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE

It was early in the summer of 1979 
and I was looking forward to my trip to 
Europe.  I’d been saving for years for 
this adventure.  A student tour—Austria, 
Germany (then East and West), and 
Czechoslovakia.  The museums, cathe-
drals, historic sites, were 
all spectacular, but one 
memory of this vacation 
stands out in my mind.  It 
was July 4th, 
Independence Day back 
at home, and our tour bus 
was stopped at the border 
of Czechoslovakia.  
Armed guards with 
machine guns entered the 
bus and questioned some 
of us.  They went through 
everyone’s luggage as we 
all sat, scared stiff, for 
over four hours. Finally, 
we were on our way to Prague.  Finally, 
we could breathe.  I thought about the 
contrast of our freedom of speech and 
right to vote, with the oppression 
endured by those who lived “behind the 
iron curtain.” The rights I had taken for 
granted, our democracy, became even 
more precious to me, and I vowed to 
never miss the opportunity to vote in an 
election. 

For over 40 years, I’ve loved going to 
the polls to cast my ballot, and truly 
cherish this part of my citizenship.  
Every petition I sign, every letter I write 
to an elected official, every protest or 
march I participate in, every time I have 
a chance to speak for justice is truly a 
sacred opportunity to exercise my free-

dom of speech. Our democracy requires, 
at a minimum, that we be informed and 
vote according to our conscience.   

In 1996, I was on my way to the polls 
to cast my vote for president after work, 
but there was an accident on the 105 and 

a huge traffic jam, and I got 
to my polling place a few 
minutes after they had 
closed.  I was so disap-
pointed.  Because of that 
experience, I’ve since 
voted via absentee ballot.  
While I miss the sense of 
community at the polls, I 
know that my voice will be 
heard, that my vote will be 
counted. 

It’s 2020, and the 
November election is com-
ing up.  Every election the 
politicians tell us it’s the 

“most important” election ever, but this 
year feels very different. Threats to 
mail-in ballots, concerns over foreign 
interference, voter suppression, and so 
on.  Absentee ballots may be the only 
safe way for voters to have their voices 
heard during the COVID pandemic.  
This election is truly consequential.   

We are indeed in frightening times, 
and it seems that our democracy is at 
stake.  More than ever, we need to have 
our voices heard and to vote. Vote early 
if you can.  Election Day is November 
3rd. Don’t miss your chance. 

 
Debbie Langenbacher 

Fullerton

A FAMILIAR PLAYBOOK

Trump's latest rant against the 
"Marxist doctrine" being taught in our 
schools adds history teachers to the 
ever-growing list of groups that he has 
held up as threats to this country.   

Trump recently directed his adminis-
tration to put a stop to any curriculum 
that he labeled as "un-American propa-
ganda," a directive that has frightening 
echoes to other megalomaniacs who 
have labeled a common enemy in order 
to keep a grip on their own power.   

Consider this fictional example. 
"Beauty and the Beast" features the 
burly Gaston, who will say or do any-
thing to claim power and carry out his 
agenda.  He skillfully stokes fear against 
The Beast, painting a menacing image 
of a creature who threatens the villagers' 
way of life. "The Beast will make off 
with your children! He'll come after 
them in the night!" Gaston's rhetoric 
incites the villagers to grab their pitch-
forks and take up the chant.     

These methods are similar to some of 
the early tactics employed by Hitler in 

1930s Germany, who began shoring up 
his power by painting a picture of "The 
Beast" as the root of all ills, the barrier 
to jobs and happiness.  Hitler systemati-
cally created common enemies, stoking 
fear and whipping his supporters into a 
nationalistic fervor.  Gradually, skillful-
ly, he normalized anti-Semitism and 
hatred of Communists, Socialists, 
Catholics, homosexuals, and anyone 
who threatened his agenda.   

I pray that Trump's most recent addi-
tion to his fear-mongering playbook will 
give everyone pause.  Add to it his cam-
paign to undermine trust in the election 
and his refusal to commit to accepting 
the election results, and the road to 
tyranny becomes that much shorter.  
Four more years of Gaston could have 
far more serious consequences for our 
democracy than just a raid on an 
enchanted castle. 

 
Kate Strauss 

Fullerton

Anthony Cannella was the swing vote for the 
2017 CA gas tax, not Josh Newman

When my neighbor told me about the 
circumstances as explained to him by a 
petition signature gatherer back in 2017, 
and why we had to punish Josh 
Newman, I told him it didn’t sound right 
to me.  So I got on my computer and 
Googled what was going on.  

First place I looked was the CA State 
Senate website and brought up bill SB1 
to see who voted yes.  Then I got a cou-
ple lists and found out what parties the 
yes voters belonged to.  For a vote need-
ing 27 to pass, results showed 26 
Democrats (Newman was one of them) 
and Anthony Cannella, a Republican, 
being number 27. See leginfo.legisla-
ture.ca.gov/faces/billVotesClient.xhtml?
bill_id=201720180SB1. 

Then I started with Anthony Cannella 
for another Google search to see what 

would come up.  I found multiple news-
paper articles about how the Governor 
was one vote short and how Republican 
Cannella had made a deal with Governor 
Brown (some kind of economic package 
for his district) to switch sides and vote 
yes for the gas tax, which he did.    See 
www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-sac-
jerry-brown-gas- tax-s ide-deals -
20170409-story.html 

If people want to punish the guy who 
was responsible for the passage of the 
gas tax, why not punish Anthony 
Cannella, the swing vote?  Why ruin 
Newman’s career for something 
Cannella did? 

 
Shirley Gregg 

Fullerton 

VOTE CENTERS AND BALLOT DROP BOX  
LOCATIONS IN FULLERTON

Elections are no longer a one-day 
event. Voting begins the month before 
election day when every voter will 
receive a vote-by-mail ballot. Vote-by-
mail ballots for the November 3 General 
Election will begin to be mailed the 
week of October 5. 

Voters have 3 main options for return-
ing their ballots—at a Vote Center, at a 
secure Ballot Drop Box, or through the 
U.S. Postal Service. Here’s a list of loca-
tions of the Vote Centers and Ballot 
Drop Boxes in Fullerton. 

 
Fullerton Vote Center Locations 

 
Orange County residents may drop off 

their ballots at any Vote Center in the 
County, which will open 10 days before 
the election. Vote centers are staffed by 
poll workers who are able to assist you 
with voting. Visit www.ocvote.com for 
more information. 

•CSUF Titan Student Union (Drive-
Thru): 800 N State College Blvd. Enter 
off Dorothy Ln. (Parking Structure) 

•Fullerton Joint Union High School 
District: 1051 W Bastanchury Rd. 

•Fullerton Public Library (Drive 
Thru): 353 W Commonwealth Ave. 

•Gilbert Community Center: 2120 W 
Orangethorpe Ave. 

•Hillcrest Community Center: 1155 N 
Lemon St. 

•Independence Park: 801 W Valencia 
Dr. 

•Public Works Maintenance Yard: 
1580 W Commonwealth Ave. 

•St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church: 1231 
E Chapman Ave. 

 
Fullerton Ballot  

Drop Box Locations 
 
In addition to Vote Centers, voters 

may drop off their ballot at any secure 
Ballot Drop Box. These are large metal 
containers. Here are the ballot drop box 
locations in Fullerton. 

•A.R. Mart: 1701 W Orangethorpe 
Ave. 

•Fullerton College: 321 E Chapman 
Ave. (In Parking Lot, Between Berkeley 
Ave. & Lemon St.) 

•Fullerton Fire Station No. 6: 2691 
Rosecrans Ave. 

•Fullerton Train Station: 120 E. Santa 
Fe Ave. 

•Fullerton Municipal Airport: 4011 W 
Commonwealth Ave.

A Poem for Hispanic Heritage Month

It’s snowing in Santiago de Chuco 
 
and no one can believe it,  
not the lonesome, backroad dogs or the insane. 
The stars blew up, says a man stand- 
ing at the window in his socks. The world is changing; 
those twins, hope and dread, snip each others’ wounds  
and show them off in vases. The vases are clay and the earth is breaking 
off in pieces. Cesar Vallejo is dead, technically, 
non-ambulatory, not there in a winged-back chair  
in a book-filled room, but it’s snowing  
in Santiago de Chuco, and no one can believe it. 

 
Brady Rhoades 

Fullerton

I'm a lead writer for U.S. Veterans Magazine, Hispanic Network Magazine and 
Black EOE Journal. Here is a poem dedicated to Peruvian poet Cesar Vallejo. I 
thought it appropriate because Sept. 15-Oct. 15 is Hispanic Heritage Month.

  
 

The rights I  
had taken  

for granted,  
our democracy, 

became even  
more precious 

 to me.
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Mary Ann Covert (1922-2020)
Mary Ann Covert Tatge passed away 

peacefully on September 17, 2020 in her 
home surrounded by family.  She was 
born April 20, 1922 to Myrtle Pearson 
Keene Peterson and Addison Center 
Peterson in Bonham, Texas.  

She married Dr. Spencer E. Covert in 
Dallas, Texas in January 
1944 and they moved to 
Long Beach, California 
shortly thereafter.  She 
received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in English 
from CSU Long Beach 
and a Master of Library 
Science degree from the 
University of Southern 
California.  The family 
moved to Fullerton in 
1966.  Mary Ann served 
as the Librarian at Fullerton High 
School from 1968 through 1987.  She 
also served as librarian simultaneously 
at Fullerton and Troy High Schools for 
several years during that time.  She took 
great pride in the library’s support of the 
students and faculty and the collections 
she built.  

After the death of her first husband in 
1986, she married Gerald “Jerry” Tatge 
and they were devoted to one another for 
over thirty years.  Mary Ann was a very 
talented pianist and shared her love of 
music with her children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, neighbors, and 
friends.  She was known by her extend-
ed family as the family historian and 
shared her deep and very entertaining 
knowledge of family stories and history.   

Mary Ann will be remembered by her 
children and their spouses, Spencer 
(Joyce) Covert, Lucinda (Chris) Covert-
Vail, Addison (Debra) Covert, and her 

grandchildren Laurel (Ross) Stensrud, 
Meghan (Michael) Russell, Spencer 
(Jennifer) Covert, and Alicia (Joseph) 
Blackwood.  She has 5 great grandchil-
dren, Roscoe and Mason Stensrud, 
Matthew and Max Russell and Priscilla 
Blackwood, all of whom she loved very 

much. 
Mary Ann will also be 

remembered by her step 
daughters Shelly, Terri, 
Kimberly (David) 
Lindgren and their chil-
dren, Alfred (Kristy) 
Pluma, Candice (Eric) 
Castillo and Jestin Tatge.  
She is also survived by six 
great step grandchildren, 
Savannah, Colton and 
Mason Pluma, Melia 

Alexander, and Makaila and Mariella 
Castillo, whom she adored.  

Mary Ann was preceded in death by 
her parents and her brothers, Harris, 
Ernest “Buddy,” Carlton, and Forest 
Keene.  

Mary Ann was known for her integri-
ty, sharp sense of right and wrong, gen-
erosity, love of family and enthusiasm 
for politics, birding, opera, her musi-
cianship and her beloved piano.  She 
will be forever missed.   

The graveside service took place on 
Thursday, October 1 at 11am, at the 
Santa Ana Cemetery, 1919 E. Santa 
Clara, Santa Ana, California.   A celebra-
tion of Mary Ann’s life will be held at a 
later date when it is safe to do so.  

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made in Mary Ann’s name to the 
Audubon Society www.audubon.org or 
The Metropolitan Opera at www.met-
opera.org/support/make-a-gift.

ROBERT NEWMAN HATHAWAY (1929-2020)
Our community sadly lost a great man 

with the passing of Robert Hathaway, a 
longtime resident of Fullerton. 

Bob grew up in Brooklyn and Long 
Island New York. After high school, he 
entered the United States Navy and 
served seven years during the Korean 
War. Bob’s ship supported a local 
orphanage with various forms of help. 
He met Peggy while help-
ing out at the orphanage. 
They married and adopted 
their first son, Jim. The 
family moved to New 
York where Bob began his 
engineering studies at 
New York University. He 
graduated near the top of 
his class and was invited 
to join the prestigious 
honor society, Tau Beta Pi. 
Offered many jobs, he 
chose North American Rockwell in 
California. They settled in Buena Park 
and adopted two more children, son 
Robert Junior and daughter Terri. Peggy 
and Jim preceded Bob in death. In 2007, 
Bob married his wife Kaaren Gerace-
Hathaway. This resulted in the blending 
of two beautiful families. All children 
were called sons and daughters, and Bob 
was dad and grandpa to all. 

He was committed to excellence and 
rose quickly in his engineering career. 
As a project manager, he participated in 
the NASA Apollo Program, military 
projects, and advanced computerizing 
energy systems for the Sacramento 
Delta, Philadelphia Power and Electric, 
several South American countries, 
Sweden, and Russia. 

He retired as an engineer and pursued 
higher education and earned a law 
degree from USC. He practiced law in 
Buena Park. Years later, he wanted to 
teach science and mathematics. He 

secured a Master’s Degree in Education 
and taught at Walker Jr. High and 
Magnolia High School. During this 
time, Bob ran for election to support 
education in Fullerton. He was an elect-
ed School Board Trustee for the 
Fullerton Joint Union High School 
District for over 30 years. He also served 
for many years as a Board Member for 

the North Orange County 
Regional Occupational 
Programs. 

Bob supported his com-
munity in many ways. He 
was an active member of 
the following organiza-
tions: Shriners,  American 
Legion, Elks, Kiwanis, 
Rotary, Boys and Girls 
Club, Buena Park 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Friends of Jazz, and active 

in his Lutheran Church. 
Age never defined Bob.  With his wife 

and family, at 91, he danced on a 
Jamaican catamaran. In his 80s, he 
toured the sights of Russia, The United 
Kingdom, China, and snorkeled in the 
South Pacific. With a large family, he 
never missed a family milestone. As a 
proud USC Alumni, he never missed a 
football game. He is an inspiration to all 
of us to live life to the fullest. 

Bob is survived by his wife Kaaren, 
son Robert Hathaway Junior, daughter 
Terri Vaccher - Cardoza, 23 grandchil-
dren and 5 great grandchildren. 

Funeral services were held Monday, 
September 28, 2020 at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. The family is requesting that in 
lieu of flowers donations may be made 
to the Career Education Foundation for 
the Robert N. Hathaway Memorial 
Scholarship to honor his memory. 
Career Education Foundation, 385 N. 
Muller Street Anaheim, CA 92801.

If you asked a hundred people about 
Owen Dean, they’d all describe his huge 
smile and warm kindness. Owen passed 
away due to Alzheimer’s Disease on 
August 9, 2020 at the age of 89.  

Owen Riley Dean, Jr. was born in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, on June 21, 
1931.  Owen enlisted in the Navy in 
1948 and served as a radar 
operator on the USS 
Rowan and the USS 
Gladiator.  While stationed 
in San Diego, Owen 
played in the Navy-
Arizona State football 
game, catching the atten-
tion of the Arizona coach 
who would later recruit 
him to play for the Sun 
Devils. While attending 
Arizona State College, 
Owen was active in student government, 
and later served as a leader on the com-
mittee that initiated the school’s renam-
ing to Arizona State University.  

Some of Owen’s fondest memories 
and life-long friendships came from his 
membership in the Alpha Tau Omega 
fraternity. It was at a fraternity social 
that he met the love of his life, Sylvia 
Winslow. Sylvia and Owen were mar-
ried in May 1955 in Phoenix, Arizona. 
While living in Arizona, Owen worked 
in banking, marketing, management, 
and sales. 

When Owen and the family moved to 
Fullerton, California in 1970, he estab-
lished deep community connections and 
friendships, and with that winning smile 

and salesman’s confidence, he contin-
ued a successful career in real estate 
sales and management until retiring in 
2014. Owen served in many capacities 
with the Fullerton Sunrise Rotary Club, 
Realty Investment Association of 
California, Interfaith Housing 
Development Corporation, Morningside 

Presbyterian Church, and 
First Presbyterian Church 
of Fullerton.  He was a 
Paul Harris Fellow with 
Rotary International and 
was also a devoted season 
ticket holder for Cal State 
Fullerton baseball.  

Owen was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife 
of 58 years, Sylvia. Owen 
is survived by his daugh-
ters and their husbands: 

Laura Dean-Richardson and Steve 
Richardson of Fullerton, Lisa and Paul 
Cameron of Fresno, and Linda and Joe 
Daniele of Orlando, Florida. Owen was 
blessed with eleven grandchildren and 
their spouses who enthusiastically pro-
claimed themselves “The GPa Gang”: 
Mandy Richardson, Mike and Natalie 
Richardson, Paul James Cameron, 
Mitchell Cameron, Joe and Grace 
Daniele, Christina and Danny Storm, 
Victoria and Paul Abel, Leanna and 
Andrew Spicer, and Christian, Marissa, 
and Carla Daniele. The GPa Gang have 
many fond memories of summer vaca-
tions spent at GPa’s home in Fullerton. 
Owen was also blessed with eight great-
grandchildren.

OWEN DEAN (1931-2020)
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The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To 
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide 
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable 
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $15 for 50 words or less 
per issue. The Observer assumes no liability for ads placed here. However, 
if you have a complaint or compliment about a service,  please let us know 
at (714) 525-6402.  Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to inquire about busi-
ness licenses. For contractor license verification go to the California State 
Contractor License Board website at  www.cslb.ca.gov.       

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS  
Call (714) 525-6402 

or visit www.fullertonobserver.com

ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“WHODUNIT?”  

on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020 

PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise  
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

Teacher Support for Your Children

Individual or small group teaching in your home. Credentialed, Experienced, 
Highly Recommended. •CA Certified K-12 •40+ years teaching experience 
•Specializing in Special Education and literacy •Fluent Spanish speaker. Sheri 
Spiller, MA (714) 688-6241 iteachla@gmail.com. Your children will thrive with 
direct instruction, support, and organization.

OLDER ENGINEERING & TECHNICAL BOOKS: Engineering, physics, 
mathematics, electronics, aeronautics, welding, woodworking, HVAC, metalwork-
ing, and other types of technical books purchased. Large collections (25+ books) 
preferred. Please call Deborah: (714) 528-8297.

WANTED

BALANCE & CHANGE

305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,  
Fullerton, CA 92832 

714-879-5868 x5  www.michellegottlieb.com

 INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE  & FAMILY THERAPY 
MICHELLE  GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT  

  Fall is starting, and with that, the 
holiday season is soon here. This hol-
iday season will certainly be different 
from years past. This may make peo-
ple sad, despondent, anxious, angry 
or a myriad of other emotions. All of 
which is very understandable. We 
have different ways that we can deal 
with this. We can focus on what is 
different; therefore, this year is 
awful. Or, we can focus on what is 
different; therefore, this year is an 
opportunity to shake things up! 

Focusing on loss and all that you 
cannot have this year will not help 
you. It will increase the feeling of 
loss. This time of COVID-19 is very 
difficult for everyone. If we only 
focus on our losses, it is very easy to 
slide into a depression. If, however, 
you give yourself permission to think 
outside of the box and become cre-
ative, you may find new ways to 
enjoy the holidays. 

The first thing I would suggest 
would be to ask those that you nor-
mally celebrate with how they would 

like to do things differently. 
Especially ask the children. They 
may have some very out of the box 
ideas. Do not throw these ideas away. 
There may be some wonderful possi-
bilities here. Little people are very 
creative. 

Be careful any time you get caught 
in the loop of “But we won’t 
have________.” Put the focus back 
on what you do have or what you can 
create. Focus on what is truly mean-
ingful of the holidays. This may be 
the year that we can step away from 
materialism. 

Perhaps you can give back to those 
who are suffering the most, those 
who have lost or who are about to 
lose everything. Perhaps you can cel-
ebrate an essential worker this sea-
son.  Be sure to appreciate all that 
you have. 

I challenge each of you to be cre-
ative. Change things up. Make it dif-
ferent. You may find that you like 
what you create and that you are 
beginning some new traditions!

Be Creative and Change Things Up

City Council Candidates Share 
Positions in Virtual Forums

DEVELOPMENT VS. 
PRESERVATION OF OPEN SPACE 

AT COYOTE HILLS AND 
BASTANCHURY TREE FARM? 
 

District 1 
Jung: I am in favor of preserving both 

as open space. 
  

 District 2 
Chang: Criticized the current devel-

opment plans for both. 
Dunlap: I believe we need a balance 

of open space and development. I want 
local, not state, control of how the space 
is developed. 

Qazi: I am not in favor of the current 
development plans for either one, prefer-
ring to keep both open for children. I do 
believe Fullerton needs to prioritize new 
housing for seniors. 

Sargeant: I oppose development 
unless homeowners oversee it 100 per-
cent. I want to make sure the city has the 
funds to maintain open spaces to which 
it allows public access. 

  
District 4 

Thakur: I understands that Coyote 
Hills won’t be coming back to the 
Council for a vote, but I support the 
efforts of community organizations to 
buy the land outright from Chevron. 

Whitaker: This property has been 
sealed for decades because of people’s 
lack of willingness to compromise. I like 
that open space remains, but regret that 
it’s currently unavailable for citizens to 
use for housing or for open space, since 
the City needs both. 

  SHOULD GOVERNMENT HELP 
FAMILIES STAY IN RENTAL 

HOMES DURING THE  
COVID-19 PANDEMIC? 

 
District 1 

Jung: Yes. Shelter is a human right, 
and the Centers for Disease Control has 
designated eviction as a public health 
crisis. 

District 2 
Chang: I am opposed to the Fullerton 

City Council ruling on what property 
owners can do with their own property. 

Qazi: Yes. I have personally helped 
deliver food to underserved communi-
ties, and have been told that every little 
thing helps. 

 Sargeant: Putting residents back to 
work is the best long-term fix to the 
problem, but I am in favor of looking 
into The City of Fullerton offering finan-
cial aid in the short term. 

  
District 4 

Thakur: Yes. My opponent 
(Whitaker) opposed the eviction morato-
rium. Evicting renters during the pan-
demic could cause an explosion in the  
homeless population. 

 
To watch the full Fullerton Observer 

forum visit www.fullertonobserver.com. 
To learn more about the League of 

Women Voters of North Orange County 
visit https://my.lwv.org/california/north-
orange-county. 

To learn more about Neighbors United 
for Fullerton visit www.nuffpac.org. 

continued from page 11
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