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LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS
FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL
District 1

Though election results have not yet been certified,
it is safe to call winners in the following local races.
To view full election results visit www.ocvote.com.

Fred Jung (left) has
defeated Andrew Cho
with 51.3% of the vote
in District 1.

STATE ASSEMBLY
DISTRICT 65
Democrat Sharon Quirk-Silva
has defeated Republican Cynthia
Thacker.

District 2
Nick Dunlap (left)
has won District 2
with 49.2% of the vote
(in a field of 4 candidates).

STATE SENATE
DISTRICT 29
Democrat Josh Newman has
defeated incumbent Republican
Ling Ling Chang.

BALLOT MEASURES
Measure S
The city-sponsored measure which
would have increased Fullerton’s local
sales tax has failed, with 57.2% of voters
opposing it.

Measure U
The measure that would have banned
the sale of Safe-and-Sane fireworks in
the City has failed, with 58.9% of voters
opposing it.
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Bruce
Whitaker
(left) has defeated
Aaruni Thakur with
51.3% of the vote in
District 4.

Republican Young Kim has
defeated incumbent Democrat
Gil Cisneros.

COVID-19 Surge Could Push County
Back to Most Restrictive Tier
by Matthew Leslie
Nine months into the COVID-19 pandemic, Orange County’s cumulative
case count is 64,058, with 1,522 recorded deaths. The number of new cases
reported in the County during the first
part of November is approaching a high
mark not seen since July, when summer
celebrations helped to cause a serious
spike in infections. Officials who once
hoped to see Orange County transition
from the Red “Substantial” Tier of the
State’s Blueprint for a Safer Economy to
the Orange “Moderate” Tier instead now

hope we don’t slip back into the Purple
“Widespread” Tier, as has every county
geographically surrounding OC. As the
nation experiences an alarming rise in
coronavirus infections, California has
recently become the second state, following Texas, to pass the 1 million mark
of cumulative cases. The holiday season
has health officials worried that the rise
in COVID-19 cases will be exacerbated
by transmissions from ill-advised family
gatherings just when the annual flu season begins to hit its stride.
The County has experienced an
increase in reported cases that are not

COUNCIL TO RECONSIDER
CANNABIS ORDINANCE by Jesse La Tour
Fullerton City Council will reconsider
approval of an ordinance that would
allow a limited number of cannabis
businesses in Fullerton, with regulations, at their upcoming November 17
meeting.
After voting 3-2 on October 6 to introduce the ordinance, City Council
reversed course at their October 20
meeting, and voted 4-1 to table the ordinance. The reason for the vote change
was the presence of many Fullerton residents who showed up to speak against
the ordinance.
At their November 2 meeting, Mayor
Pro Tem Jan Flory made a motion to
“untable” and bring the item back for
discussion.
This motion was supported by
Councilmembers Jesus Silva and
Ahmad Zahra, and opposed by Mayor

Jennifer Fitzgerald and Councilmember
Bruce Whitaker.
Flory referenced a couple of proposed
State bills that could require cities to
allow cannabis dispensaries if a majority
of residents had voted for Prop 64,
which Fullerton did, and it would not
have the same restrictions as the proposed Fullerton ordinance.
“I believe that our City should call out
our own destiny with respect to the
cannabis ordinance,” Flory said.
The proposed ordinance would allow
five cannabis retail businesses, five
manufacturing businesses, five cultivation businesses, five transportation/distribution businesses, and unlimited testing businesses in certain commercial
and manufacturing zones within the
City, pursuant to specified development
and operational standards.

Evangelina
Rosales
has
defeated Miguel
Alvarez
with
57.2% of the
vote.

yet reflected in the County metrics that
determine whether or not OC will
remain in the Red Tier or slip back into
the Purple Tier. The change would mean
restricting retail stores (except for grocery and other essential businesses) to
25% capacity instead of the current Red
Tier 50%. Museums would also need to
close again, instead of operating with
limited capacity. Houses of worship,
bars and restaurants, gyms, movie theaters, and other indoor venues currently
operating with very limited capacity
would need to close again entirely.
See COVID-19, page 5

Renew Your Print
Subscription
(For Pay-By-Check
Subscribers)
If you pay for The Observer by
check, it is time to make your annual payment. Please mail a check of
$35 to:
Fullerton Observer
PO Box 7051
Fullerton, CA 92834
You can also call us at (714) 5256402 Ext. 1 and we can walk you
through the online renewal process.
Your subscription helps support our
ongoing efforts to keep you
informed about and connected to
your community. If you are currently paying online, no action is
needed on your part. Thank you for
your support. To learn more visit
www.fullertonobserver.com.
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Fox Board
Honors Susan
Rhein:
From left to
right: Pat
Shepard,
Susan Rhein,
Leland Wilson
and Todd
Huffman

FOX FULLERTON HONORS LONGTIME
VOLUNTEER SUSAN RHEIN
Jeff Harris, Marilyn Harris, Ed Paul, and Major Neil Reich, US Marines
(Retired) at the Hillcrest Park War Memorial. Photo courtesy of Marilyn Harris.

Veterans Day in Fullerton
by Ed Paul
COVID-19 caused the cancellation of
the traditional Fullerton Veterans Day
Parade and Ceremony at Hillcrest Park.
However, leaders of the Fullerton
American Legion Post 142 and the
Daughters of the American RevolutionMojave Chapter independently came to
the War Memorial at 11am and then

combined to offer prayers, songs and
other remembrances for Veterans Day.
Both organizations placed flowers at
the Memorial, including a rose to
remember the POW/MIAs by Major
Neil Reich, US Marines (Retired).
Reich, age 93, served in WWII, Korea,
and Vietnam, and still is able to fit into
his uniform worn at his retirement in
1973.

Susan Rhein was one of the many special Fullerton citizens who stood on
Harbor Blvd. with picket signs in the fall
of 2004 when the Fox Fullerton was
dangerously close to falling victim to a
developer’s wrecking ball. Since then
and for over 16 years she has been one
the Fox’s most loyal volunteers.
On Tuesday, November 10, members
of the Fox board honored Susan with an
award because on that day she and husband Bob said goodbye to Fullerton and
started driving east to their new home in
Chattanooga, Tennessee.
The small glass trophy was inscribed:
“Presented to Susan Rhein for exempla-

ry dedication, support and love for the
Fox Fullerton Project over the many
years. We love you! 2020.”
As a volunteer for the Fox, Susan did
it all, from donning a respirator when the
clean-up and work parties started in
2005 to helping with events like
“Hollywood in Fullerton” or “Movies on
the Fox.”
But what she was most proud of was
working side by side with Fox Board
Member and volunteer Pat Shepard at
the Fox booth for the Thursday market.
We know she will come back to visit
Fullerton and her beloved Fox.

Fullerton Joins Irvine to Create Orange
County Energy Authority
New Nonprofit public agency Will Provide Competitive
Rates, Cleaner Energy, Community Benefits
by José Trinidad Castañeda III
The Fullerton City Council voted to
move forward with Community Choice
Energy (CCE) on Monday, November 2,
voting 4-1 (Whitaker “No”) to pass the
first reading of the City ordinance to join
with the city of Irvine to create a new
nonprofit Joint Powers Authority (JPA),
tentatively named the Orange County
Energy Authority, and authorizing the
Fullerton City Manager to negotiate
Fullerton’s terms for their draft Joint
Powers Authority agreement.
Fullerton joins a group of seven cities
in Orange County exploring CCE as a
way to help stabilize rates and accelerate
clean energy to residents, including
Irvine, Costa Mesa, and Huntington
Beach. The agency is also expected to
generate excess revenue that will be
reinvested into the communities for pro-

grams such as rooftop solar, electric
charging stations, electric heat pumps,
and more.
Climate & Energy Advocate with the
nonprofit Climate Action Campaign,
José Trinidad Castañeda III, reacted to
the vote. “Fullerton, Irvine, and Orange
County are at the cusp of historic change
in the way we address the climate crisis.
Thanks to years of efforts from local
advocates, we have a real chance at providing families with cleaner energy and
economic relief. I have a renewed sense
of hope that other cities will join our
movement to build a better world
through energy democracy and community choice.”
Sixty-two Fullerton residents submitted public electronic comments in favor,
and several members of the public,
including climate activists and Latina
mothers
from
the
Woodcrest

Fullerton residents speaking during public comment
in support of Fullerton joining the JPA.
Association, spoke in favor of joining
the JPA.
Barry Ross, representing St. Jude
Medical Center, requested the Council’s
support for CCE and he stated, “In this
interconnected world, we all need to do
our part to protect the health of the planet. The U.S. healthcare system, in particular, has a major role to play.
Collectively, healthcare in this country
generates 10% of all greenhouse gases
produced in the United States. That’s
why our health system, Providence St.
Joseph’s Health, is committed to operating more sustainably.”
Alma Chavez, a community leader
from the Woodcrest Neighborhood
Association, said “Al unirse a la JPA,
una Autoridad de Energía del Condado
de Orange pone a las familias de
Fullerton a cargo de nuestro futuro
energético a través de la toma de decisiones locales sobre tarifas, programas y
políticas.” (Translation: “By joining the

JPA, an Orange County Energy
Authority puts Fullerton families in
charge of our energy future through
local decision-making on rates, programs, and policies.”)
After the close of public comments,
Councilman Ahmad Zahra moved the
item; it was seconded by Mayor Pro
Tem Jan Flory, and the majority voted to
approve it. Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald
said, “I’m on board.”
The next key step is November 17,
when the city of Costa Mesa will vote on
whether to adopt the first reading of
their CCE ordinance and officially join
the Orange County Energy Authority.
Climate Action Campaign is the leading climate watchdog in San Diego and
Orange County. Their mission is simple—to stop the climate crisis. For more
information, please visit www.climateactioncampaign.org.
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ELECTION 2020

OP-ED: ELECTION 2020
COMMENTARY ON NATIONAL AND LOCAL RESULTS
“birthers” (including Donald Trump)
attacked President Obama, and Senator
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris won. McConnell said that his main job was to
Enjoy the moment! Dance in the streets! keep Obama from being re-elected
The feeling will not last. This will be a (rather than help him solve problems).
difficult four years. We have side- The same will happen now and has
stepped an existential threat to American already begun by the questioning of the
democracy, but that still leaves us with election results and by not acknowledga broken system; a system that will not ing Biden’s victory. And we have not
work when one side believes that its heard the end of Hunter Biden and of
principal task is to obstruct the other “socialism.” The Senate will most likely
side rather than look for solutions to the still be controlled by Senator McConnell
many crises that face the nation.
and the Republicans who can (and will)
Donald Trump as president was (and block the president’s nominations for
is) a danger. The probjudges and administralems with his behavtive posts, as well as his
ior in office are too
policy proposals.
numerous to list here,
There was a time
Next year Orange
and in any case are
when
partisans
in
well known. Most
Washington
could
County will be
bothersome to me are
socialize and work
represented in
his attempts to treat
together as colleagues
Washington by
the entire government
and friends. Joe Biden is
Democrats in
as his personal fiefa product of those times
dom to be used for his
and perhaps he can
four of seven House
own personal benefit,
bring about change, but
seats; and in
and his willingness to
I am not optimistic.
Sacramento in
ignore the norms,
It will not be an easy
four of five
rules, and laws sepafour years, and then it
rating politics from
gets worse. The 72 milState Senate seats
governing. But more
lion Trump voters will
and three of seven
than Trump, the bigstill be around, and they
Assembly seats.
ger danger is that
will want a leader. The
Definitely purple.
there are more than 72
new “Trump” will be
million voters who
more focused, less insebelieve that his behavcure, less crass (but still
ior in office is, on balpopulist) and therefore
ance, if not desirable,
more acceptable to more
at least acceptable. And they are not voters. Biden won by fewer than
going away.
300,000 votes in battleground states in
They make up an agglomeration that the midst of an epidemic and against a
on the whole feels left out or disrespect- polarizing opponent. A contest against a
ed by the “elites,” and that those elites less Trumpy candidate and in more norare changing the country in ways that mal times will be more difficult.
threaten their way of life. The attraction
On another level, the anticipated Blue
of Trump to them is multi-faceted and Wave did not occur. The Democrats
ranges from policy choices (e.g., pro- made no inroads to state legislatures
hibiting abortions) to xenophobia and (important for the next redistricting) and
racism, to the entertainment value of lost seats in the House of
watching him give the middle-finger to Representatives: probably 3 or 4 from
the liberals and elites.
California, including two from Orange
This in part defines the situation that County. The Blue Wave in Orange
President Biden and the country face in County in 2018 was something of an
the next four years. There is every rea- illusion. While all the congressional
son to believe that the right wing will seats were won by Democrats, below
oppose every action of the President at that, in the State legislature and County
every turn. Remember how the Clintons Board of Supervisors many seats were
were attacked from day one over the still won by Republicans.
Whitewater affair and accused of other
Orange County is definitely “purple”
things including murder? Likewise, the at the moment. Biden carried the County
by Vince Buck, Ph.D

President-Elect Joe Biden and Vice President-Elect Kamala Harris
Photo by Andrew Harnik of the Associated Press.
by nearly 10%. And while the
Republicans will win back two congressional seats (Michelle Steele has already
defeated Harley Rouda in the 48th district and Young Kim is leading Gil
Cisneros in the 39th), the Democrats
will probably flip two State Senate districts. This includes regaining the 29th
Senate district by Josh Newman, which
he lost in a recall election 2018.
Next year Orange County will be represented in Washington by Democrats in
four of seven House seats; and in
Sacramento in four of five State Senate
seats and three of seven Assembly seats.
Definitely purple.
Fullerton voted for Biden. It appears
that a majority voted for Trump in only
seven of the seventy-plus precincts—
two east of the 57 Freeway, one along
western Rolling Hills, one in eastern
Raymond Hills, two along Valencia
Mesa and a small one on Imperial. The
rest of the City was majority blue.
The City Council race brings us into a
new era of district representation.
Previously only Jesus Silva and Ahmad
Zahra were elected by district. Now we
have three more; Nick Dunlap who easily won in the solidly Republican
District 2 (north central), Bruce
Whitaker who is leading Aaruni Thakur
in the 4th district (southeast) by about
200 votes at the time of this writing, and
Fred Jung who is leading Andrew Cho in
the 1st district (northeast) by over 350
votes.
The idea behind district voting was
that it would make the Council more
diverse, and it did accomplish that but
not in the manner expected. The Council
now will have members of Latino,
Korean, and Middle Eastern heritage.
But the two districts with the most

Two Orange County voters on election
night. Photo by Gaston Castellanos
Latinos are not represented by Latinos,
and Jesus Silva (well known as a
Democrat) represents a district that was
carved out to be Republican. The 4th
district in which Bruce Whitaker (best
characterized as representing the Tea
Party philosophy) leads, has a strong
Democratic registration. Things do not
always go as planned, but the days of
domination by members in the Chamber
of Commerce mold are past. Only Nick
Dunlap comes close.
Since councilmembers need to
answer to only their district constituents,
if they want to gain any benefits for their
districts (e.g., fewer potholes), they will
have to find support from two other
councilmembers – made difficult by the
Brown Act. Most issues are city-wide,
including our financial problems and
union contracts, but no one is answerable to the entire City, and the new
Council will have no experience in
working together as a unit. We are in for
interesting times.
Vince Buck is Professor Emeritus of
political science at California State
University, Fullerton

California Proposition Results
Here are the results of how Californians voted on the various propositions as of November 14. Visit electionresults.sos.ca.gov/returns.

PROP. 14: PASSED
Stem Cell Research Funding
Yes: 51%
No: 49%

PROP. 15: DID NOT PASS
Property Tax Increase on
Commercial and Industrial
Properties
Yes: 48%
No: 52%

PROP. 17: PASSED
Restoring the Right to
Vote to People
on Parole

PROP. 20: DID NOT PASS
Criminal Sentencing,
Parole, and DNA
Collection Initiative

Yes: 59%
No: 41%

Yes: 38%
No: 62%

PROP. 18: DID NOT PASS
Letting (some)
17-year-olds Vote

PROP. 21: DID NOT PASS
Local Rent Control

Yes: 44%
No: 56%

Yes: 40%
No: 60%

PROP. 16: Did Not Pass
Ending the Ban on
Affirmative Action

PROP. 19: PASSED
Property Tax Breaks

PROP. 22: PASSED
Self-employment for ride-hail
and other app-drivers

Yes: 43%
No: 57%

Yes: 51%
No: 49%

Yes: 58%
No: 41%

PROP. 23: DID NOT PASS
Dialysis Clinic
Requirements
Yes: 36%
No: 63%

PROP. 24: PASSED
Consumer Privacy Protections
Yes: 56%
No: 44%

PROP. 25: DID NOT PASS
Replace Cash Bail with Risk
Assessments
Yes: 43%
No: 56%
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FULLERTON CbyITY
COUNCIL NOTES
Jane Reifer
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of council
meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at 714-738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

COUNCIL SAVES BASTANCHURY TREE FARM
AS A CREEKSIDE PARK
A 7-acre City-owned park on the still has a “mandate,” or a binding
northwest corner of Bastanchury and restriction on the property for use as a
Parks will be retained as a park. The park.
City Council had declared it as “surAn alternative was a proposal champiplus” in August in an attempt to comply oned by Councilmember Ahmad Zahra,
with California’s new Surplus Land Act who spoke eloquently about racial intol(SLA) that requires unused city land to erance, and proposed retaining the
be officially declared as surplus in order Surplus Property declaration and directfor it to be considered to be either park, ed Staff to include requirements for the
open space, or housing, with at least developer to preserve a specified portion
25% of any housing set aside as afford- of the property for use as publicly accesable.
sible open space. Councilmember Jesus
Although the parcel hadn’t been offi- Silva also preferred this option.
cially developed as a
In the end, a majority
park, it had served as a
of the Council decided
well-used trail and open
that although there was
space for decades. Local
no restrictive deed, the
residents had underCity’s 1977 agreement
President of Friends
stood for years that there
with Peppermill Run
of Coyote Hills
was some type of
still served as a legally
Angela Lindstrom
restriction dedicating
binding document, and
the land as a park, and
maintained that
they had no choice but
had been dismayed by
to rescind the surplus
affordable housing
the City’s decision.
declaration. The vote
and parks should
Open space advocates
was 3 to 2 (Fitzgerald,
not be pitted
argued further that the
Flory, Whitaker voting
against each other,
land shouldn’t have
“yes”) to rescind, and
that both can be
been declared surplus
retain the property in
because it was listed in
accommodated.
the General Plan as a
the City’s General Plan
park saying, “It is the
as a park, information
City’s intent to develop
which had not previousthe site for parks and
ly been conveyed to the
recreation purposes and
City Council. Its standtherefore does not meet
ing in the General Plan as a park should the definition of surplus.” The park will
have placed it in a category that the be included in Park Master Plan discusState acknowledges as an “agency use” sions in 2021.
(land set aside for a governmental purMany people acknowledged that north
pose in a “written plan”), and therefore Fullerton, where the property is located,
not eligible to be declared surplus.
has the vast majority of parks and open
An unusual situation developed spaces as opposed to south Fullerton,
wherein the City acknowledged that the and that there is a need for affordable
parcel was in the General plan as a park, housing in all parts of the City. The
and yet was not changing direction to housing and parks disparities are due in
retain the park.
part to intolerance, but also are a result
Mayor Pro Tem Jan Flory took the of the topography of the City and the
lead, and she and Councilmember Bruce way Fullerton developed its “urban
Whitaker agendized the issue as well as core” first, only later annexing former
consideration of rescinding the declara- hill and ranch land from the north into
tion of surplus, which had been original- the original townsite. President of
ly scheduled for the October 20 Council Friends of Coyote Hills Angela
meeting. Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald Lindstrom maintained that affordable
deferred it to the November 2 meeting. housing and parks should not be pitted
In the interim, the City hired a consult- against each other, that both can be
ant to research the property’s title histo- accommodated. Ironically, the Council
ry. The consultant prepared a report that had just heard and rejected an opportuwas spotty and inconsistent.
nity to save a few acres of the historic
Although the City staff report had orange and avocado groves at the former
confirmed that the Bastanchury Tree Kimberly-Clark mill as a park or open
Farm (BTF) property was a park, and space in park-poor south Fullerton.
acknowledged, “There was clear
Friends of Fullerton Waterways
intent….that the City would ultimately (FFW) acknowledged that the Surplus
develop the site for parks and recreation Land Act expedites many land use decipurposes, including the fact that it was sions but said that it was not intended to
accepted from the developer as part of bypass due process by this means. They
its parks and recreation requirements,” pointed out that there are still 3 other
staff still felt that the Council had the surplus lots on which the City will
right to retain their surplus designation attempt to build affordable housing, and
due to the absence of a restrictive deed. a new Housing Incentive Overlay Zone
Residents at Peppermill Run, the that will be established in 2021. FFW
property adjacent to the park, were able also asked the City if it could agendize
to point out that the City had signed a discussion of a policy to lease rather
Development Agreement with them in than sell surplus properties, in order to
an arrangement for the park land, as a provide the City with a stable revenue
mitigation for the development of their stream.
complex, and although it’s not a deed, it

Rare and exceptional Japanese Black Pine Currently on Perimeter of Former
Kimberly Clark site (photo by Jensen Hallstrom)

Rare South Fullerton Open Space/
Mature Trees to Be Destroyed
Nov 17 at 6:30pm:
Last chance to address City Council
regarding former Kimberly Clark site

Wildlife (CDFW) who had no further
concerns about biological resources on
the property.
The consultant’s earlier “Notice of
Fullerton City Council voted unani- Preparation” (NOP) discussed biologimously on Nov. 2 to develop the entire cal resources but indicated no need for a
former Kimberly Clark (KC) property, typical full study. FFLF felt that the
located at 2001 E. Orangethorpe Ave, decision not to do a full study was an
into four mega-warehouses. Goodman oversight due to the unexpected nature
Logistics, the company soon to be of having wildlife adapting to an orchard
approved to develop the property, did setting. FFLF pointed out the City’s
not do a biological assessGeneral Plan also requires
ment of the land nor did
a biological assessment.
they address existing
FFLF feels that CDFW
wildlife, and as a result,
requested only mitigahundreds of birds, anitions for migratory birds
Although there
mals, and pollinators will
because
they
were
is no plan for
be driven out into surunaware of other biologirounding properties with- wildlife relocation, cal resources on site.
out any mitigations except
They were not made
Mayor Pro Tem
for potential nesting
aware of the local wildlife
Jan Flory
migratory birds (but not
or they might have asked
encouraged the
year-round local birds).
for extra measures. They
audience that
Animal scat and hundreds
were unaware of the
of burrows on the site
wildlife (due to the catchthe wildlife
indicate a large number of
22 of not doing a study
would manage.
resident animals.
A
since it was assumed to be
favorite of former KC
only an “ornamental”
employees was an injured
orange grove and could
coyote named Tripod and
not support wildlife). By
several coyote pups were observed this only mentioning ornamental vegetation,
spring.
the NOP ignored the food value of the
At the public hearing, Friends for a pecans, avocados, figs and oaks on site.
Livable Fullerton (FFLF) asked for sav- Although there is no plan for wildlife
ing a portion of the groves for more than relocation, Mayor Pro Tem Jan Flory
reasons of nostalgia. They again asked encouraged the audience that the
for a survey of the over 500 trees on the wildlife would manage.
property and for a biological assessment
The environmental studies and the
covering birds, mammals, and pollina- developer mentioned that they would
tors. The environmental consultant indi- plant over 600 new trees, which would
cated that the biological aspects had supply some replacement habitat for
been taken care of, explaining that they migrating birds, but the small, immature
had in fact been reviewed, that the saplings are not the equivalent to the 60assessment acknowledged vegetation on to 80-year old mature trees. In addition,
site that would be removed. They deter- the new plantings will be in narrow lines
mined that a full study was not neces- rather than in the current clusters. These
sary because there was no sensitive or comments implied that the new trees
riparian habitat that would support envi- would provide a somewhat equivalent
ronmentally sensitive species. They habitat, but there is a qualitative differindicated that they’d spoken with the ence between vibrant, healthy, estabCalifornia Department of Fish and lished trees, and the new, short, saplings.
continued on page 19

Agenda Forecast
The next Fullerton City Council meeting is Tuesday, November 17 at 6:30pm.
Agenda items include: Kimberly Clark Property (see above article), reconsideration
of cannabis ordinance, noise regulations and standards, Community Choice Energy.
To see full agenda visit fullerton.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.
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COVID-19 continued from front page
Orange County’s overall Test either increased or decreased, somePositivity Rate is 3.3%, while its Case times dramatically, since the beginning
Rate per 100,000 residents is 5.6%, but, of November. There is a 7-day lag time
as noted above, these figures do not yet between reported case rates and the calfully reflect the increased number of culated average daily rate eventually
daily cases recently reported. Normally assigned.
the Orange County Health Care Agency
•92831: The Test Positivity rate
(HCA) holds a press conference on decreased from 4.9% to 3.9% while the
Wednesdays or Thursdays to take ques- Case Rates per 100,000 residents
tions from reporters,
decreased from 8.8 to 8.4.
often with the agency’s
•92832:
The
Test
director Dr. Clayton
Positivity rate increased
Chau present. However,
from 3.4% from 6.1%
The number
the HCA abruptly canwhile the Case Rates per
celed a Nov. 12 press
100,000 residents increased
of new cases
conference just two
from 4.5 to 10.2.
reported in the
hours ahead of its start
•92833:
The
Test
County during
time, and did not schedPositivity rate increased
the first part of
ule another one that
from 4.5% to 5.6% while
week.
the Case Rates per 100,000
November is
Of great concern is the
residents increased from
approaching a
availability of hospital
4.9 to 7.7.
high mark not
beds to accommodate
•92835:
The
Test
seen since
patients,
particularly
Positivity rate decreased
intensive Care Unit
from 3.7% to 1.6% while
July.
(ICU) beds for the most
the Case Rates per 100,000
serious cases. 244 peoresidents decreased from
ple are currently hospi6.6 to 3.3.
talized with COVID-19,
Health professionals and
including 95 in ICU
many government leaders
beds. Locally, St. Jude Medical Center at all levels continue to press the public
has 26 total ICU beds, but will not com- to wear face coverings and maintain
ment on how many are occupied at any social distancing—including avoiding
given time, let alone how many might be mixing households—as the most effecin use for COVID-19 patients. St. Jude’s tive ways to avoid spreading the coronpublic relations officer acknowledged avirus. California’s mask mandate is
that “It has been widely predicted that still in effect statewide, but other states
Orange County may see a surge in without such mandates have left the
COVID-19 cases,” but noted that an decision to municipalities, some of
increase in case numbers would not nec- which adopt mask wearing rules, while
essarily result in increased hospitaliza- others do not, often based on political
tions. After the pandemic’s first wave, stances rather than the scientific efficacy
hospitalizations and deaths have been of the practice, widely considered essenlower relative to the number of known tial to curtailing the virus’ spread.
cases, as health professionals learn more President Elect Joe Biden supports some
about how to care for COVID-19 form of a nationwide mask order, while
patients. Still, an unprecedented wave of the Trump administration has never
infections has the potential to over- implemented one.
whelm OC hospitals, as it has in other
Gov. Gavin Newsom, along with
regions across the country.
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, and
Fullerton currently has around 222 Oregon Gov. Kate Brown, issued a travactive known cases of COVID-19. The el advisory on Nov. 13 recommending
City has recorded 3,110 cases since the 14-day quarantines for anyone traveling
beginning of the pandemic. 106 between states and internationally. The
Fullerton residents have died from three state governors instead recomCOVID-19 so far. The City’s Average mended that residents of their respective
New Cases per Day for every 100,000 states avoid travel altogether unless it is
residents is 8.6, higher than the Orange essential, for example, “work and study,
County average of 5.6.
critical infrastructure support, economic
According to the County’s COVID-19 services and supply chains, health,
Dashboard website, test positivity rates immediate medical care and safety and
and case rates per 100,000 residents in security.”
Fullerton’s four different ZIP codes have
Both State and local authorities are

urging residents to avoid traveling for
the holidays, and instead to celebrate
Thanksgiving at home to prevent
spreading the coronavirus beyond
immediate households.
Locally, The Boys and Girls Club of
Fullerton will be the site of a free mask

giveaway on Friday, November 20 from
9am–12pm at the Fullerton Community
Center, 340 W. Commonwealth Ave.
Drive-through Distribution will be
available. No registration is required.
Masks will be given out while supplies
last.

australianswimschool.com

The DOWNTOWN Report
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Gladys Hernandez, third from left with her crew.

BEARTOWN
Bears in Downtown Fullerton? Yes. A
recent excavation for new elevators at
Fullerton Union High School unearthed
a bear skull. Wow, the protocols used to
clear visitors for entry to the school were
very involved and for good reason.
Fortunately, we passed, and were
allowed in to take some photos. Since
we know saber-toothed tigers once
roamed the area, all we need now is a
lion skull and we will rival the road to
OZ.
It would be nice to tell you the skull
was prehistoric or at least hundreds of
years old but the study has not yet been
done. Research revealed that California
black bears arrived here in 1933, having
been trucked in, in hopes they would
benefit the ecosystem of our local mountains. Before we humans arrived in these
parts, grizzly bears ruled. Perhaps that
was the reason black bears kept their
distance. The last ‘griz’ was killed in

Habitat for Humanity

1916 and that one was in Tujunga
Canyon.
So, where did this bear come from? I
suppose once experts determine what
kind of bear it was, we will have a lot
better idea of its age, for one thing. A bit
of detective work confirmed that even
though the bears here now are indeed
descendants of the 27 trucked in back in
1933, the ‘short-faced’ bear called the
Los Angeles area its home, becoming
extinct 12,000 years ago. Does this skull
(above) look like it could have been the
foundation for a ‘short face’?
COVID-19 affects everything so there
is no way of knowing when we will have
answers, but at least you are among the
first to hear about our mysterious downtown bear. Oh and by the way, a large
black bear was seen taking a walk in a
Monrovia neighborhood this past
February, so be careful when entering
any elevators there.

Photo Quiz
Last Issue: What are
these (at right)? Did
you ever use one?
Tracy Mitchell knew
the photo was hockey
sticks and had taken
her own photo of them
at the FUHS demo site.
A number of others
also recognized them,
some even having used
them.

This past Thursday and Friday, Nov 12 and 13, the Leaders Build Challenge took
place as dozens of business leaders in hard hats got together and picked up hammers,
drills, and saws to build new homes for families in need. The build sites are 455 and
467 West Avenue in Fullerton. Their challenge involves a competition to raise
money for the organization. Habitat for Humanity of Orange County is a nonprofit
organization that strives to eliminate substandard housing through advocacy, education, and partnership with families and individuals in need, to build decent, sustainable, and affordable housing. Luckily, it was a great day for building; mild temperatures and no wind, so the rookies, along with the seasoned carpenters made it
through the day with minimum casualties. “Get the board stretcher and a few more
band-aids!”

VETERANS DAY PARADE
The parade may
have been cancelled, but not the
sentiment.
In
honor of those
who have served
all of us here and
abroad in times of
war and times of
peace, and those
who will serve in
the future, we
have included a
photo from our
parade one year
ago.

This issue: Where is
this alley (at left) located?
Hint—It has a name
now.
Send your
answer to Mike at
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

New in Town
As you can see, coming soon, Miirch Social at 138 West Commonwealth. This
will be “globally inspired Indian food with the freshest ingredients, like you haven’t
seen before.” The menu will include recipes with natural ingredients to replicate traditional recipes and will also include global flavors from other cultures. It really is
amazing how our choices for dining have expanded over the years, and this one
looks unique, certainly a welcome addition to our downtown.
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Gardening Tips:
Chia
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“46” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

by Penny Hlavac
Late fall is the time to sow California
native wildflowers, just in time for the
rains. One of my favorites is Chia
(Salvia columbariae). This annual
member of the sage family has an interesting growth habit: Grey-green leaves
lie flat against the ground in a rosette
while almost leafless flower stalks rise
up in March. Each stalk has 2-3
“whorls” (balls) of deep blue flowers
and purple bracts that attract pollinators
such as the hover flies (whose voracious
larvae keep pests in check), butterflies,
and bees. Flower stalks in my garden
have varied in height from a few inches
to a foot and a half, but I have read of
some sending up stalks four feet high.
Later, nutritious seeds will ripen, providing a feast for seed-eating birds. It is
very entertaining to watch the extremely
lightweight Lesser Goldfinch balance
on a Chia stalk while picking at the
seeds.
The word “Chia” is from the Aztec
word “chian,” which means “oily.”
Indigenous people made an energyenhancing drink from the seeds. The
Chia seeds you find in health food stores
are usually from another plant called
Chia, Salvia hispanica, which is not
native to California.
I originally bought my Chia seeds at a
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden and

now it comes up by itself every year.
(Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden,
devoted to plants from California and
some from Baja, has had a name
change. It is now called California
Botanic Garden.)
If I want to collect the seeds to plant
elsewhere or give away, I put old whorls
in a quart yogurt container, put on the
lid and shake it; seeds will fall to the
bottom. If you grow it, it is important to
differentiate seedlings from weeds. Chia
seedlings are fairly easy to identify
because the leaves are very bumpy looking. One aid to identifying seedlings
when you are a beginner is to plant a
few in a pot, labeling the pot, so that you
will have known seedlings to compare
to the ones coming up amongst other
plants in your garden.

New Outdoor
Sculpture at The
Muck
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center
held a socially distant ribbon cutting ceremony on Thursday, November 12 to
celebrate their completed sculpture garden.
The sculpture garden was initiated in
May to allow for a safe way for the public to see art during the ongoing
COVID-19 crisis. The first and last
pieces are both from internationally
known Orange County sculptor Bret
Price, with his large scale metal sculptures "Godot" followed by the newly
unveiled sculpture "Happenstance."
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center is
located at 1201 W Malvern Ave,
Fullerton. To learn more about the sculpture garden and other programs visit
www.themuck.org.

Bret Price “Happenstance” 2019.
12' h. steel, concrete base.
Photo by May Nguyen

ACROSS
1. "99 Luftballons" singer
5. Last name in cosmetics
10. Hook's mate
14. Online bus.
15. Egypt's capital
16. Emulated Pinocchio
17. What we were encouraged
to do on November 3rd
18. "Because ___ so!"
19. Questions
20. Cover for cavity fillers?
23. Window sticker
24. Olympics chant
25. Furniture wood
28. Enzyme suffix
29. "Aladdin" parrot
33. Contract provision
35. Most wise
37. Radar screen image
38. Extreme fan
43. Enterprise Rent-___
44. Dishes for a doll party

DOWN
1. Slow-counting state in
the 2020 election
2. Place to take French classes
3. Advance warning
4. Single-celled creature
5. It has a low pH
6. Level, in London
7. Gorilla researcher Fossey
8. Verdi baritone aria
9. DVD player error message, say
10. Bed board
11. University of Montana city
12. "___ a mouse!"
13. Asner and Emberley
21. Trojan War epic
22. "Do the Right Thing"
pizzeria owner
26. Sale caveat
27. Stored
30. Get on in years
31. Refined chap
32. Blender brand
34. Not much
35. Locke High School/Texas
A&M star running back ___ Parker
36. Pad ___ (noodle dish)
38. Former Chicago mayor Emanuel
39. Super berry
40. Rihanna's birthplace
41. Trojans univ.

45. History-making Vice
President-elect Kamala
48. Houston university
49. Staple of Disney
live-action remakes, briefly
52. Will Smith/Tommy Lee Jones
sci-fi hit, for short
53. Tabby
55. Long (for)
57. Won’t tolerate animosity or
a slogan that came out of the
violent Charlottesville rally in 2017
62. Ricky Martin's "
Livin' La ___ Loca"
64. Symbol of freshness
65. Hydrox alternative
66. Very much
67. Bar, legally
68. Faux pas
69. Not as much
70. Witherspoon of "Election"
71. Trick ending?

42. "Toodles!"
46. Here, to Henri
47. More morose
49. Stick : punishment :: ___ : reward
50. "The Third Man" writer Graham
51. Dining not recommended
during a global pandemic
54. Kid
56. Jackets named for a British school
58. Belfry residents
59. Evening, in ads
60. Bears, in Barcelona
61. Pre-release buzz
62. Kilmer of "The Saint"
63. Suffix with percent or project
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EDUCATION

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board
information available by calling 714-870-2800
or visiting www.fjuhsd.net

November 10 FJUHSD Board Meeting
Trustee Lauren Klatzker was not in attendance
due to a family emergency.

Students at the “25 de Junho” School, in Beira, Mozambique.
UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe
Trustee Andy
Montoya was
recognized for his
service.

UNIVERSAL CHILDREN’S DAY IS NOV. 20
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child May Be on Hold in
the US Senate but Supporting Children’s Rights Is Not
of the family and states that governments should support the family. Within
Do you know that one way to support its 54 articles, a fundamental goal is to
children is by recognizing and support- protect children in their vulnerable early
ing Universal Children’s Day (UCD) years.
and the Convention on the Rights of the
Today all nations except the US have
Child (CRC)? UCD is a day to celebrate ratified the UN CRC treaty with minor
all children, recognize their global adaptations. In 2014, after documenting
human rights, and pronational support, the CRC
mote programs and
was sent to then President
activities throughout the
Barack Obama who sent
year that are in the best
it to the US Senate for
interests of the child.
adoption. This request
Please let your
These global rights fall
still waits for the required
Senator know
under five categories—
2/3 of the current senators
how important
Survival,
Protection,
to approve. When it is
Development, Provision,
approved, it will be sent
it is to have the
and Participation.
to the current President
U.S. join the
Each article in the
for final approval. The
rest of the nations 2020 election could bring
CRC focuses on a particin accepting
ular right for all children,
the needed senators for
such as the right for adesupport. Please let your
the CRC.
quate education, a name
Senator know how imporand a home, preventive
tant it is to have the U.S.
and primary health care,
join the rest of the nations
a culture and a country.
in accepting the CRC. and
To celebrate children
also be able to work with
you can plan an activity
other nations on issues to
with a child or children by using one of help children.
the 54 CRC articles such as, the right to
Remember all children need love,
play, the right to have friends, or the care, fun, and acceptance!
right to express your opinion especially
when it involves you.
Dorothy Sailor is a Professor of Child
The UN CRC is an international Development at Fullerton College and
human rights treaty for all children,
OMEP-US Advocacy Chair for Child
passed unanimously by the UN in Nov.
Rights and Universal Children’s Day
1989 after 40 nations, including the
To learn more:
U.S., spent 10 years drafting it. The
CRC document was created to insure
Universal Children’s Day:
that all children around the world will
https:/omep.us/
grow up and develop to their fullest
Convention on the
potential. Emphasis is placed on the priRights of the Child:
mary care and protective responsibility
www.unicef.org
by Dorothy Sailor

Farewell to Trustee
Andy Montoya
The board meeting began with a heartfelt celebration and goodbye to Trustee
Andy Montoya who leaves the board
after this meeting because he no longer
lives in District 3. Dr. Vicki Calhoun
was elected and will join the board at the
December 15 meeting. Trustee Montoya
served for 8 years and was hugely popular with students and parents in the community. The first Latino representative
on the board, he worked hard with the
other Trustees to add a Chicano Culture
College class to the curriculum, introduce the Chromebook one-to-one technology program throughout the district,
and supported restorative justice programs.

2022/23 Calendar
The
Trustees
approved
the
student/staff attendance calendar for
2022/2023. The students’ first day will
be August 15, 2022 and the semester
will end June 1, 2023. The district
approves calendars multiple years in
advance to coordinate extracurricular
events on the school sites. One of the
biggest changes will occur in the
2021/2022 calendar where FJUHSD
will follow the elementary school districts by designating November 1 (the
day after Halloween) as a staff only day,
which the elementary school and high
school parents have requested for the
last couple of years.

School Resource Officer
Contracts
The Board approved contracts with
the police departments of Fullerton, La
Habra, and Buena Park, to pay for six
School Resource Officers (SRO) to be
on campus 5 days a week, at sports
games, and other extracurricular events.
The cost to FJUHSD will be over
$780,000 a year. Trustee Fawley asked
about de-escalation and anti-bias training for the SROs and Asst.
Superintendent of Business Services,
Joan Velasco stated that they each have
over 16 hours of de-escalation training
and listed many of the different services
they perform on school sites. Services
include removing strangers from campuses, de-escalating classroom situations, education of staff about drugs and
drug paraphernalia, monitoring gang
activity, and conducting person and possession searches if requested by the
administration. Trustee Fawley asked
about the officer selection process. Dr.

Scott Scambray and Ms. Velasco
informed her that the police departments
choose officers who like being on school
sites and enjoy being around teenagers,
however this answer did not stipulate
specific attributes or criteria the police
department uses to select SROs. Trustee
Buchi said she appreciates having the
officers on campus and believes that
they make the students feel safe while
building better relationships between
officers and students. Recent student
surveys show that around 70% of students feel safe on campus, but there is
no evidence from this study that the
presence of SROs on campus make
them feel safer or that they felt unsafe
when SROs were not on campus. No
board members asked if suspension
rates are higher with the presence of
SROs on campus, whom studies have
found tend to criminalize all non-normative behavior (Policing Education,
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PM
C6597313/ ).

FJUHSD Auditorium
Seismic Update
Director of Facilities and Construction
Todd Butcher presented for Board
approval the first segment of seismic
mitigation construction and modernization for the FJUHSD Auditorium [formerly Plummer Auditorium]. This first
phase of work will cover strengthening
the cement columns and pilasters, fixing
the grade along the east side, replacing a
lower level shear wall that will give
additional room in the basement where
the pipe organ instrumentation is
housed, adding a side lobby including
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)compliant bathrooms and a ticket booth.
The front lobby façade and all historical
identifiers on the historical building will
be preserved. During construction some
of them may be removed, but they will
be put back after shoring up the structure. This project includes reinforcing
the clock tower walls and Trustee Buchi
shared that one of Trustee Hathaway’s
final wishes was for the clock to be fixed
and running again. Mr. Butcher said that
seemed entirely possible. There will be
an historical architect present to preserve the building, its artwork, and its
character. The proposed start date for
this longtime-coming project is
February 2021 with a projected completion date of June 2022.
The yearly organizational FJUHSD
meeting is scheduled for December 15,
2020 at 6 pm.
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TEEN OBSERVER
by Francine, 9th grade

In-Person and Distance Learners
Happy in their Chosen Format
(But Express Concerns
as FJUHSD Reopens)
Over 6,000 (about 48%) FJUHSD
high school students returned to in-person classes two weeks ago, a number
that is significantly lower than the
10,236 (75%) students who originally
signed up before schools opened last
August. With a total student population
of 13,470, this means the other half preferred to stick with distance learning
(data provided by FJUHSD).
When the FSD elementary and middle
schools reopened a month ago, many
were relieved to know the students were
happy and the implementation of safety
protocol went smoothly. Will the high
schoolers have similar experiences?
What might have driven the thousands

of students to change their minds about
attending in-person classes and stay with
the rest of the distance learners? What
do teachers think of their first week
teaching both in-person and online students simultaneously?
It turns out that most high school students who returned to in-person classes
are happy to be back in school but they
have concerns that need to be heard. The
distance learners have adapted well to
their new way of life but not without
concern, and teachers are working hard
to be effective in both in-person and
online platforms. Learn more from the
survey results below:

HYBRID LEARNING
(2 days in-person / 3 days online) 91 respondents
1) After a week of attending in-person classes, how do you feel?
•Happy: 61
•Disappointed/sad: 20
•Worried about COVID-19 and wish
to return to distance learning: 9
While 68% of the respondents are
happy to be back in school as they are
able to interact with other students and
experience the joy of being back on
campus, note that a significant number
(22%), were disappointed because they
think the new normal feels weird and
not worth the risk with a handful of students considering shifting back to distance learning. Average number of classmates attending in-person classes: 7
2) Student's experience upon
arrival in school / temperature check:
•Smooth and fast: 88
•Slow: 3
All students go through temperature
checks when they arrive at school.
Those who are cleared to attend classes
are given wrist bands to wear for identification.
3) When transferring from one
classroom to another during the passing period, do you follow designated
traffic flow and social distancing?
•Yes: 64
•No: 27

While the majority of students follow
the safety guidelines, the number of
those who don’t (30%) is quite significant. This highlights the need to ensure
that students comply with safety standards.
4) Face Masks
•I wear it throughout the school day
and I’m comfortable: 68
•I wear it throughout the school
day but I’m NOT comfortable: 22
•I am NOT comfortable wearing a
mask and I wish to return to distance
learning: 1
It is not uncommon for some people
to be uncomfortable with the face mask
and it is worth knowing the specific circumstances of the 24% of students who
have to deal with these issues on a daily
basis. For students who wear glasses,
their lenses get fogged up constantly.
For those taking Dance and other performance classes during PE, their masks
get messed up with sweat.
When the weather is hot or when navigating stairs, it is hard to breathe with
the face mask on.
Some suggestions include being
allowed to remove the masks when there
are very few students in a well-ventilated classroom or when outside the classroom with significant distance from
other students.
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Six teachers shared their experiences
with the school reopening including
confidence in the reliability of safety
protocols. Half the teacher respondents
are not comfortable wearing masks but
they are managing it. Almost all students in both platforms indicate they
can hear the teachers speak through
their facemasks. Most teacher-respondents transitioned smoothly to the new
set-up which entails simultaneous
teaching to students inside the classroom and to the distance learners via
Zoom. A couple of teachers said they
are still in the process of adjusting
because it is hard to monitor all students
on two platforms. This struggle to adapt
to the new format is felt by distance

learners as they have indicated that
since the start of the in-person learning,
teachers are not able to give as much
attention to the students attending via
Zoom. They think that the teachers
unknowingly pay more attention to students who are physically present in the
classroom and tend to forget the rest
who are not immediately visible on the
computer screen unless the next page is
clicked because the screen can accommodate only a limited number of students.
Does the risk of getting COVID-19
bother the teachers? It’s a split between
the six teachers but since they are all
essential workers they are all committed
to carry on with their work.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
The careful and thorough preparation
for the school reopening has paid off,
with the majority of the students satisfied and happy and safety protocols
implemented smoothly. The distance
learners are just as happy learning from
home and the teachers are working hard
to make things work for both in-person
and online students.
However, there are key points from
the survey that are worth a second look,
like the concern raised by distance
learners about not getting as much attention from the teachers as the students
attending in-person class. Sharing this
feedback with the teachers will help
them make the necessary adjustment.
Knowing that many students do not
comply with traffic flow or social dis-

tancing rules, schools must ensure that
there is a monitoring system in place.
Schools must also provide solutions to
students who have difficulty wearing
masks for extended periods including
those who wear glasses and attend PE
classes. They should also take into consideration students’ suggestions such as
being allowed to remove face masks
when inside a well-ventilated classroom
with very few students or when outside
the classroom and socially distanced
from other students, and providing extra
face masks to students if their face
masks get messed up during PE. One
student suggested that the face mask can
be a tool to promote school spirit and the
schools might want to consider making
them available for students.

COMMUNITY SCENE
by Mateo, 7th grade

EXPLORING THANKSGIVING
DISHES AROUND THE WORLD
Did you know that countries all over
the world have their own unique
Thanksgiving dishes? Here are some
international dishes that are staples of
other countries’ Thanksgiving celebrations. First stop, Thailand. One of their
main Thanksgiving dishes is Thai
Turkey Meatballs. These meatballs
include a variety of flavors such as ginger, basil, and onions. They look generally small for meatballs, but they sure
look like one jam-packed meal. For our
next dish, let’s head over to Sweden and

discover their Hasselback potatoes.
They are basically french fries that are
not fully cut yet. The twist is you put
butter in between each slice to make the
potato a bit more creamy and delicious.
It's time we visit England. Their main
Thanksgiving dish is Turkey Meatloaf
with Fig Gravy. If you are looking for
something to add a bit of spice to your
next Thanksgiving dinner, these are
some great international foods you
could try.

LET’S CELEBRATE!
by Alexandria, 10th grade

DISTANCE LEARNING
110 respondents
With some of your classmates now back to in-person classes,
do you feel inclined to join them?
Yes: 19
No: 91
Almost all the respondents feel they have made the right decision to stick with
distance learning. Besides being able to help control the spread of the virus, they
have come to love their new way of life, which includes sleeping longer, not having
to commute to school, easy access to homemade meals, and learning in a more
relaxed environment. They don’t feel as needy anymore about personal interaction
with classmates because they get to meet up during their free time outside school.
They don’t think it’s worth wearing face masks for extended periods and enduring
a bunch of other restrictions only to end up Zooming in school all day just like when
they’re home.

National take a Hike Day
November 17
Many people have been stuck in their houses and have rarely gone outside, especially with everything moving online and quarantine taking up the majority of the
year. However, with National Take a Hike Day coming up on November 17, you
can take the time to get out of your house and walk around. Hiking is a major part
of our culture and a common way of getting exercise. In earlier years, however, it
wasn’t as popular as it is now. The Romantic and Transcendentalism movements
shifted the popularity of art and culture over to nature and the outside world. Since
the 1800s, hiking has become the popular sport it is today. To celebrate this holiday, you can take some time to step outside and go on a hike, whether it’s only for
a day or for three. Finding a trail is easy, as the National Trail System covers all 50
states with 60,000 miles of trails. Locally, our city boasts of up to 28 miles of recreational trails that residents and visitors enjoy on a daily basis. A complete list and
guide is available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
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PROTESTERS DEMAND DISMISSAL OF FPD
OFFICER IN DEATH OF FULLERTON MAN
footage from the Critical Incident
Briefing and the additional video
More than a dozen demonstrators already released by the department.
gathered in front of the Fullerton Police California state law requires that body
Department on the afternoon of cam footage from officer involved
Saturday, November 14, to protest the shootings be made public no less than 45
killing of Fullerton resident Hector days following incidents.
Hernandez in May of this year.
Garo Mardirossian, who has repreFriends and family contend that sented clients in several high profile
Hernandez’s May 27 death at the hands cases civil suits against Southland police
of an officer of the FPD was unneces- departments, including Ron Thomas on
sary and constituted an unacceptable use behalf of his son Kelly who was killed
of deadly force.
by Fullerton police officers in 2011,
On the night of the shooting, police expressed frustration over the length of
responded to a call reporting that time the department is taking to comHernandez had fired a
plete its investigation of
gun in his house followthe
shooting.
ing
an altercation
Mardirossian characterbetween himself and
ized FPD’s response to
members of his househis requests as “delayFriends and
hold after he returned
ing, refusing, and obfusfamily contend
intoxicated to his home
cating.” He has filed a
that Hernandez’s
in west Fullerton after an
court motion to force the
May 27 death
evening out with his girldepartment to turn over
friend.
all video footage, and
at the hands
Confronted by police
another that would
of an officer of
in front of his house,
secure the release of the
the FPD was
Hernandez
complied
autopsy
performed
unnecessary and
with orders to raise his
months ago by the counempty hands, but drew a
ty coroner so the family
constituted an
work knife from his
can finally learn exactly
unacceptable use
pocket and stabbed a
how Hernandez died.
of deadly force.
police dog loosed upon
Bill Brown, who
him by an FPD officer,
organized the protest,
who then immediately
claims the FPD didn’t
shot Hernandez multiple
interview him or any of
times. Hernandez died at
the other neighbors who
the scene. Rotar, the police dog, was witnessed the shooting at the scene,
treated for a non-life threatening wound, although he was later interviewed by an
and ceremonially retired from service investigator from the office of the OC
during a Fullerton City Council meeting District Attorney, who is also investigatin the weeks following the shooting.
ing the case. Brown says the protest was
The Fullerton Police Department organized partly in response to learning
released a Critical Incident Briefing that the officer who shot Hernandez has
video in late July, following a standard resumed his duties patrolling Fullerton’s
format instituted by the department’s streets. He believes the officer displayed
Chief Robert Dunn, wherein selected “tunnel vision” in his decision to shoot
officer body cam footage is compiled to Hernandez, citing cases in other cities
form a narrative interspersed with where suspects were successfully appreexplanatory comments by Chief Dunn hended without severe violence after
and other high ranking police command they injured police dogs sent to incapacofficers.
itate them.
Garo Mardirossian, representing the
Brown, who says he is not anti-police
family of the deceased Hernandez, is and has friends and family in law
demanding all body cam video from all enforcement, believes the officer should
officers present at the scene, not just the not only be fired but face 2nd degree
by Matthew Leslie

Fullerton College Foundation Dissolved,
to be Replaced by New Foundation
by Jesse La Tour
A majority of the Board of Directors
of The Fullerton College Foundation
voted on October 12 to dissolve the
organization.
The Foundation, which has provided
scholarships to Fullerton College students since its inception in 1959, has
ceased operations and its scholarships
will be moved to a new foundation, in
which the College and the District will
have a more direct role.
According to Lisa McPheron,
Director of Campus Communications at
Fullerton College, “The decision to end
the agreement in accordance with the
terms of the master agreement between
the foundation and the college/district
was made jointly between the Board of
Trustees, the Chancellor, and the
College President.”
The new foundation, Friends of
Fullerton College, will continue to offer

scholarships and other financial support.
“The primary reasons that the
Foundation Board of Directors voted to
approve dissolution were to that the
Foundation did not have adequate unrestricted funds to operate, and requests
from the Board of Directors for updated
fund balances, unofficial financial statements, and a recommended budget for
2020/21 were not provided to the Board
of Directors,” McPheron said.
Mary Dalessi, President of the
Fullerton College Foundation Board of
Directors, called the situation “tragic.”
“It is a very sad situation and I’m still
not sure why this has happened,”
Dalessi told the Observer. “I think it all
boils down to the money. Even though
we have had a substantial deficit since
the 2008-09 recession, we have managed to pay out scholarships.”
The Fullerton College Foundation
normally controls about $2,000,000.
The list of over 300 individually-named

Family and friends gathered outside the Fullerton Police Station on November 14
to protest the killing of Hector Hernandez. Photo by Jane Rands.

murder charges for shooting Hernandez.
Brown points out that officers never
deployed non-lethal weapons, like tasers
or bean bag shotgun rounds against
Hernandez because they didn’t consider
him to be a threat. He says he “used to
be the kind of person who believed what
the police said” before comparing his
own experience witnessing the shooting
with what police reported to the media.
Attorney Mardirossian says he doesn’t
disagree with the idea of charging the
officer with 2nd degree murder. He
called the deployment of Rotar the
police dog a “horrible, horrible decision,” contending that the dog didn’t initially perceive a threatening situation
with a suspect, and instead ran in the
direction of his familiar police vehicle.
In the Critical Incident Briefing Rotar
does indeed run in a different direction
than toward Hernandez after having
been released by his handling officer,
who is heard to call the dog back several
times before they both run toward the
front of the house. “Rotar was smarter
than his handler,” says Mardirossian,
who questions what the police have
even been investigating for so many
months. “What are they investigating?

To see if charges will be brought against
officers?” He contends that if they were,
they wouldn’t have released Rotar to the
officer’s care shortly after retiring the
dog following the shooting.
As passing motorists honked their car
horns in apparent solidarity with the
protesters, Bill Brown described his
neighbor Hector Hernandez as a man
well loved by his community, saying
that he regularly fed people in need. A
fundraiser car wash held to help pay for
his funeral raised nearly $ 14,000, in
part, says Brown, because Hernandez
was such a well-respected figure in his
neighborhood.
The scene Saturday recalled the weekly protests held in front of Fullerton
police headquarters during the summer
of 2011 over the killing of Kelly
Thomas, the homeless schizophrenic
man severely beaten by officers.
That case garnered international attention and resulted in the firing of three
officers, none of whom were ultimately
convicted of any charges. Mardirossian
estimates that the family’s civil suit will
not be heard for a least a year, possibly
two.

scholarships, Dalessi said, “reads like a
history of Fullerton.”
The scholarships that existed under
the Fullerton College Foundation will
continue to exist, according to
McPheron, “Donors will have the
opportunity to contribute to the existing
scholarship accounts, and the scholarships will be managed to carry out the
express wishes of each donor in accordance with the original scholarship documentation on file,” she said.
Chuck Allen, executive director of the
Fullerton College Foundation and a
long-time donor to the Foundation, disagreed with the decision to dissolve the
Foundation.
“The Foundation has managed over
300 individual endowments for over 60
years. We care a great deal about how
they are handled. The Foundation has
given over ten million dollars in scholarships and grants to over 15,000 students,” Allen wrote. “We know better
than anyone how to make this work. It’s
nothing more than a grab for our assets
without regard for the donors or the students.”

Dalessi feels that communication has
been lacking.
“We have been given no information
to pass along to donors and students,”
Dalessi said. “There have been no
attempts by FC or NOCCCD staff to
learn how our process works. We are
now coming up on the deadline for
vacating FC premises, so our efforts
have to be focused on that. By
November 30, 2020 we have no office
from which to work.”
The assets of the Fullerton College
Foundation will be transferred to the
Friends
of
Fullerton
College
Foundation, where the restricted funds
will be managed in accordance with the
donors' intent.
“The Fullerton College Foundation
has always been an independent organization, operating independently from the
college and district,” McPheron said.
“With the transition underway, the college and district will have a more direct
role in overseeing the operations of the
foundation.”
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The More Things Change...
Orange County a Century Ago
Excerpts from the The Orange County Review (1921)
complied by Jesse La Tour
Among the many treasures hidden in the archives of the Fullerton Public Library
Local History Room are digital copies of a monthly magazine called The Orange
County Review, which was published in Fullerton for a few years in the early 1920s.
I’ve spent the past few weeks reading over the issues from the year 1921.
I learned many fascinating things from these dusty pages about what was happening in the world, in America, in Orange County, and in Fullerton a century ago.
Sometimes I was shocked. Sometimes I laughed. But mostly I marveled at how
much things have (and have not) changed in the past 100 years. I present, for your
edification and reflection, excerpts from this publication, with news of the world,
the nation, and our community. Enjoy.

NEWS OF THE NATION AND WORLD
The League of Nations
“The world is on the brink of revolution, famine, and pestilence. The only
two great ideas that have come out of
this war [World War I] as world
panaceas are the League of Nations and
Bolshevism...”
“It is not likely that there will be a
binding ‘covenant’ for this new international child [The League of Nations].
President Harding and his Republican
colleagues have a dislike for the word.
In their working out of the details they
will exercise great care to keep the
organization from any suspicion of
‘super government’...”
Immigration
“America has finally reached a point
where the quality of the population is to
be considered more important than
quantity. The melting pot has boiled
over and threatens to flood our fire of
Americanization burning under it…This
country will no longer consent to be
used either as an asylum or an
almshouse…Even refugees from religious persecution will not be admitted
above the three percent line…That is
why it is necessary to erect immigration
barriers to keep the poor of other countries out..."
Homeless Veterans
"How proud we are of the stalwart veterans. Nothing in the nation was too
good for the men who had saved the civilization of the world. The tumult and
the shouting dies. Today there are several hundred of these heroes in Los
Angeles, disabled through their fight to

save the world, who are wondering
where they are going to sleep and where
they will get their next meal..."
Conservation/Climate Change
"According to statistics, we are said to
have used more than half the original
supply of timber in the United States.
If it were for this reason alone we
should see to it that proper steps be
taken to reforest areas that are logged
off, that logging operations are conducted so as to prevent the young growth
from being destroyed, that forest fire
protection be so organized as to make it
possible to save a larger percentage from
the annual destruction by fire…
In order to understand thoroughly how
forests influence the water supply and
also the climate of a country, we shall
consider its power of attracting precipitation and also its absorbent and retentive qualities, also the factors that make
for climactic change..."
"Dr. A.D. Little of Boston said he presumed chemistry would play an important part in harnessing solar rays to supplant dwindling supplies of coal, petroleum, and other sources of energy..."
Radium
"Despite its power and value, children
will soon play with its by-products as
toys in the form, for instance, of teddy
bears with radium eyes..."
Strikes
"Organized labor has rendered inestimable service to the workers of the
world. Until it came into the field, they
were wage slaves indeed, absolutely

dependent upon the greed and the
caprice of the employer. They had no
redress for their grievances, no recourse
in their troubles and risks to life and
limb entailed by the hazards of their
occupation and the introduction of new
machinery…It has made a start on minimum wage legislation."
"In the face of the greatest strike in the
industrial history of the county, the stock
market is holding up remarkably well.”
"Efforts by the Railroad Labor Board
to avert the threatened railroad strike
through conferences with heads of the
five unions, which have ordered a walkout effective October 30, failed when
the meeting adjourned tonight. The
board announced that “while the discussions were beneficial, no definite results
were obtained’..."
Child Labor
"The figures, though startling, are not
exaggerated, since, according to official
statistics, there were 1,700,000 child
workers in 1900, and the number has
increased rather than diminished in consequence of the opening of new industries in which they can be employed
without Federal supervision. Therefore,
according to reliable authorities,
2,000,000 is a conservative estimate of
the number of youthful victims that are
being fed to the Moloch of modern
industry in the United States at the
beginning of the third decade of the
twentieth century.
The Federal government has imposed
a tax of 10% on the products of factories
and mines employing child labor."
A New Supreme Court Justice
An Obituary for Edward Douglass
White: Late Chief Justice of the United
States [former Confederate soldier,
KKK member, who voted for Plessy v.
Ferguson]
“Great men preceded him in the high
position he filled, but none was greater

than Edward Douglass White. President
Harding on June 30 nominated William
Howard Taft [former President of the
United States] to be Chief Justice of the
United States to succeed Edward
Douglas White."
Education and the Vote
"Twenty-five percent of our young
men in the selective draft unable to read
or write the English language is a terrible indictment of an age of boasted
progress and universal public schools.
When you consider that most of these
illiterates possess the right of suffrage, it
becomes apparent that there is a vast
amount of educational work set to be
performed before the whole of the
American people will be capable of selfgovernment."
Prohibition-18th Amendment
"The crimes committed since the
amendment went into force are becoming more fiendish, more revolting
daily…Naturally all other crimes follow
accordingly. The beast in man is rapidly
overcoming the human and growing to
proportions horrible to contemplate…
As matters now stand, our wealthy old
topers are paying a little more for their
liquors, while the poor man is making a
fool of himself by squandering good
money for poison."
Racism
"We are going to have a better moral
tone…when jazz is relegated to the jungle from whence it came, when the ‘animal’ dances are recognized for what
they really are and the dance again
becomes the poetry of motion instead of
a hop, skip, and jump..."
"Interest centers about the attitude of
the Japanese commissioners. But Japan
is in no condition to engage in a struggle
for superior armament with the great
white races of the west."
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FULLERTON NEWS
Fields of Oil and Oranges

NEWS FROM ORANGE COUNTY
King Citrus
"This week everyone travels to
Anaheim to see the Valencia Orange
enthroned as king of fruits.
“Elsewhere in this number we present
in picture a few of the features, and a
panoramic view of the Fruit Exchange
Exhibit and Industrial sections of the
first California Valencia Orange Show.
“It is true that weather conditions
were not favorable, preventing a large
attendance during earlier days as had
been hoped for, and causing a financial
deficit when the show closed, but this
was the only discordant note in the
whole gigantic affair.
“Destined to take its place in one of
the State’s great annual events, the
California Valencia Orange Show at
Anaheim, Calif on May 17, 1921, was
officially opened by long distance telephone by President Warren G. Harding.
The President delivered a congratulatory address over long distance telephone
from Washington D.C. to 60 prominent
Californians, who listened in on the line
through the courtesy of the Pacific
Telephone and Telegraph Company. The
President’s remarks followed the introduction of Mr. Charles Chapman,
Honorary President of the Orange Show,
to President Harding.
‘Today the State devotes 234,603
acres of its most fertile soil to the production of oranges and lemons…This is
believed to be a greater acreage of bearing citrus trees than is to be found anywhere else in the world.
During the year ending August 31,
1920, members of the California Fruit
Growers Exchange shipped 12,144,964
boxes of oranges and 3.5 million boxes
of lemons."
The OC Fair
"This year, as usual, Orange County is
staging its Fair at Huntington Beach on
Sept 28-Oct 1. That it will tell a story of
progress in every line of activity is a
foregone conclusion. Visitors will be
amazed at the wonderful growth of
Huntington Beach. There has been
opened up in that thriving city during
the past year a great oil field, the size of
which will surprise many Orange
County people.
‘In addition to the cash and ribbon
awards of the Fair Committee, a long
list of special prizes are offered by individuals and firms, as follows:
-Best plate of figs: $5
-Largest pumpkin: $5
-Most perfect baby boy: $25 in gold
-Most perfect baby girl: $25 in gold

-Oldest man: $5
-Oldest lady: $5
-Any mother on the ground with
triplets: $5"
Oil!
"The city of Huntington Beach struggled with many setbacks. But its citizens
still kept up the hope that someday it
would be as the planners had dreamed.
Now their dream has been realized. For,
under the fertile acres and city lots, there
lay hidden from man’s eyes the black
gold called OIL.
‘Seventeen months ago, Huntington
Beach was a sleepy little town of 2,400
souls. Today there are about 8500 permanent residents, and there is a floating
population of about 4000. A jump from
2400 to 12,900 in little more than a year
is something of a jump, even for an oil
town.
‘When one considers that in this little
town of Huntington Beach and contiguous to it there are 37 producing wells…
Each of these 27 wells produces an average of 385 barrels of oil daily, or 14,145
barrels for all, that means an income of
$20,000 a day, which is equal to
$7,300,000 a year.
“During the month of September,
261,989 barrels of crude oil were produced in California daily."
Laguna Beach Art Colony
"Laguna Beach is the home of a
nationally-celebrated art colony of some
40 or more members who for some
years have labored quietly and unobtrusively in the hills and by the sea.
“A Pageant Play is planned for the
week of the full moon in August…an
Indian drama…by a Mr. Frazee: ‘From a
father deeply absorbed in Indian lore, I
inherited a keen interest in all things
pertaining to our red brothers…We provided native costumes for seventy
actors…’
“Dr. George Wharton James, dressed
in the robes of an Indian Shaman, told
us thrilling legends."
Health Care
"Nothing perhaps reflects the character of a nation, state, county, or city
more strongly than the manner in which
it provides for its sick and indigent citizens.
“About midway between Anaheim
and Orange, only a few miles from
Santa Ana, there is situated on the main
highway an institution known as the
Orange County Hospital.

"Oil development in the territory adjacent to the north and northeast city limits—in all that stretch embrace in the
Fullerton Union High School District,
made possible as the result of taxes for
educational purposes, the building up of
a high school system within the confines
of Fullerton, second to none in the state.
“Oil development in the Richfield district has brought many families to
Fullerton. They have bought their homes
here because there is no city in all
Southern California that has a more
beautiful setting among orange and walnut groves.
"Basing my belief on the growth the
City has made in population in the past
few years, it is reasonable to believe that
before the end of five more years, the
city of Fullerton will have attained a
population of 10,000 people.
“Geographically, Fullerton is the
largest city in Orange County, having an
area of over 18 square miles, covering
more territory than the cities of
Anaheim, Orange, and Santa Ana combined. Its wide boulevards and substantial pavements are the pride of the whole
county.
“Here the famous Valencia orange is
king, and the harvesting of this crop
alone requires the services of a small
army of men.
“To the north of Fullerton lie the
Coyote Hills, covered with hundreds of
oil wells operating day and night,
employing thousands of men who, earning good salaries, find in Fullerton a
desirable and convenient place to shop
and seek the comforts and recreation
always available there. The interests of
the Standard Oil Company, the Union
Oil Company, and many other equally
active companies are here represented."
Public Transit
"The Pacific Electric Railway connects Fullerton with all Southern
California points from the mountains to
the sea."
School District
"The Fullerton Joint Union High
School increased by growth in population and territory added to the district
has developed from a school of 200
pupils ten years ago to one of 850 pupils
at the present time.
“The district is one of the, if not the,
wealthiest rural district in the United
States. The assessed valuation is somewhat in excess of $60,500,000. issue."

Our Public Library
"Someone has said that the ‘Public
Library is the poor man’s university…’
Perhaps no public institution reflects the
character and ideals of a community better than its civic library.
“The building itself is a beautiful
structure, sitting in a nicely landscaped
site. It is a gift of the Carnegie
Institution to the city of Fullerton.
“The Library was founded over 14
years ago, largely through the efforts of
Miss Anna McDermont, lately deceased,
who served continuously until her death
as a member of the Board.
“The Library contains 9,000 books,
2,500 pamphlets, 1,500 mounted pictures, and 105 periodicals.
“The Library is extending its literature
on Oil and its allied industries."
Oil Drilling in Hillcrest Park?
"By all means let us lease Hillcrest.
Let us lease the park on West
Commonwealth if there is a chance for
oil there...A string of oil derricks up and
down Spadra Road [now Harbor Blvd]
would be a good investment if oil were
found in paying quantities.
"One thing seems certain: Were
Fullerton to become an oil field, even to
a limited extent, it would mean very
great losses in certain ways. The oil
industry and a community of permanent
homes in which the owners take a pride
in keeping beautiful and pleasing do not
go together. Of course, those things that
have to do with culture and contentment
and permanency may be outweighed by
commercial gains. They are at least on
the scales."
Our Road Problem
"Much needed repairs and resurfacing
of pavements suffered in consequence…
The City is considering issuing bonds…
or raising taxes…A ‘taxpayer’s association’ argues they are just being inefficient with the funds they have.
“The
wonderful
showing
of
Commonwealth Avenue and Spadra
Road in Fullerton, which have served
years of extremely heavy traffic, is
explained as due to favorable subbase
and to the further fact that their width
has made possible a distribution of traffic over more space than would be possible on a narrower pavement."
The Newspaper Editor
“There are many others who make
things lively for the editor, who is generally more aware than anyone else of the
shortcomings of himself and his paper."
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VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2020

Titan Radio “2Doc Talk”
Focuses on Fullerton Community
Back in October, I received an email replied, “It kind of came to us. At Cal
from Drs. Dallas and Debra Stout, long- State Fullerton, we probably get more
time Fullerton residents and faculty than ten emails a day about random stuff
members at Cal State Fullerton, who are happening on campus. Toward the
collaborating with CSUF’s Titan Radio beginning of this semester, an email was
to host a new, local one-hour talk radio sent out saying that Titan Radio was
show called “2Doc Talk.” The program looking for people to do radio shows and
features Fullerton human interest stories both Debbie and I were like, ‘That
with a special focus on the non-profit would be interesting.’ We both thought,
community. They had invited me to talk we’re so crazy busy with everything else
about my previous column about the going on, this is not something we
haunted FUHS Auditorium for their would entertain. But me in particular,
show that was schedI’ve always kind of had
uled
to
air
on
this attitude that when
Halloween
night.
good opportunities come
Although that show didalong, you say yes and
I’ve always
n’t end up working out,
trust the process, trust that
kind of had this
I wanted to find out
things will work out. So,
attitude that
more about the Stouts
we both kind of said, ‘Let’s
when good
and their new radio prodo it.’ We wrote up a
gram. I recently had the
prospectus, turned it in,
opportunities
pleasure of virtually
and we got picked.” Debra
come along,
interviewing the Stouts
added, “Since we’ve lived
you say yes
via Zoom to talk about
in Fullerton for a while and
and trust the
“2Doc Talk” and how
we’ve worked at the state
they go about recording
process, trust that level, we decided to focus
a radio show during the
on the city level. We have
things will
COVID-19 pandemic.
our own little consulting
work out.
Dallas and Debra
firm, and part of that is that
Stout met as students at
I’m actually executive
CSUF about 28 years
director of the [Fullerton]
ago. “We were students
Collaborative, so we have
in a service club and we became sweet- a lot of interest in the city of Fullerton
hearts and married about 26 ½ years ago and the wonderful resources we have
and have continued to work together in around the City. We really appreciate
the field of human services and psychol- that, and we want to highlight that, so
ogy,” Dallas said. “We both went into that’s why we put this radio show
the same doctorate program in psychol- together.”
ogy.”
They have never stopped serving in
Debra went on to say, “We are now their community, county, and state.
both professors at California State Today, when they’re not teaching, they
University, Fullerton. I teach in the use their experience to assist a variety of
Department of Child and Adolescent non-profit programs in Orange County
Studies along with Dallas. I also teach in through DoctorS Nonprofit Consulting,
the Department of Counseling, and which they cofounded back in 2004.
we’ve been there now for more than 12 “We used to do a lot of work at the counyears. I was raised in a little town in ty level and the state level,” Dallas said.
Idaho and moved out here when I was “When our daughter was born 12 years
12. We’ve actually lived in Fullerton for ago, we kind of retreated to north
26 ½ years.” Dallas added, “We moved Orange County originally and then to
out here when we got married. I was Fullerton to spend our energies toward
born in the hood in LA county, so we the community we’re raising her in.”
have a very multicultural marriage.”
Together the Stouts provide a broad
When asked how they came up with array of consultation services to nonthe idea for this radio show, Dallas profit and grassroots groups, coalitions,

Photo courtesy of Drs. Dallas and Debbie Stout.
and agencies. They specialize in all
aspects of research including program
evaluation, as well as program design,
funding searches, and grant writing.
The “2Doc Talk” radio show first
aired on October 3 and highlights unique
and timely interviews on human interest
stories that impact those living, attending school, or working in the city of
Fullerton. The radio program has a special focus on the non-profit community
around the areas of homelessness, education, health and wellness, youth and
young adult empowerment, as well as
public policy. “When they said we have
10 episodes to do this semester, we
thought that would be easy,” Dallas said.
“We knew it would be a talk show and
we knew it would be about the non-profit world because, like we said, our psychology practice is what would fall into
the realm of industrial organizational
psychology. We’ve done consulting now
for 16 years with non-profits all over the
County as well as coalitions. I think the
moment we decided to do it, we knew it
would be a talk show and we knew it
would be about non-profits.”
“Then we reached out to our partners
within the community to find out things
that are going on in Fullerton and things
we really wanted to address, also to
highlight and share,” Debra said. “When
we were being trained, they mentioned
all different types of ways to do it. Zoom
is the one both Dallas and I are the most
familiar with our teaching on campus, so
we went ahead and did that route. In
addition, Adobe Audition is what they
recommended and we were able to be
trained on that. Sometimes we’re plugging it in with that modality or Zoom
depending on the actual editing and putting the show together.”
Together, the Stouts use Zoom to
record their show because Zoom allows
them the option of capturing the audio.
They then take that audio and do some

editing with software provided by Titan
Radio. Then they upload it into the Titan
Radio system, and the station takes it
from there. “For the show, we usually
try to write an intro piece about the
organization we’re talking about, as well
as an introduction to the person or people we’re speaking to in the video, and
then we just jump into questions,”
Dallas said. “I usually lead off with that,
and Debbie has a part in welcoming
them, as well. We try to write most of
the questions in advance and provide
them to the person or people we are
interviewing so they have an idea what
we’re going after, but we also want to be
natural and fluid about the process, so
other questions come up naturally and
we do those, as well. The first couple of
shows we did separate interviews and
spliced them all together. We’ve learned
that it’s easier to do a group interview
because the less editing we have to do,
the less time commitment for us. So
now, we’re trying to get everybody on at
the same time and just do a group interview. It’s a little livelier that way.”
“2Doc Talk” airs at 8pm on Saturday
nights at www.titanradio.org/live. They
have five episodes out so far. All of their
previous shows have been posted at
https://www.mixcloud.com/2DocTalk/.
“We hope that it’s inspiring,” Dallas
said. “There’s so much negativity right
now in the world, and you turn on the
news and everything’s bad and wrong. If
you want to hear what’s right about
Fullerton, what’s going well in
Fullerton, and the stories about these
hidden gems, our radio show is the place
to be.”
To watch my full interview with Drs.
Dallas and Debra Stout, please visit
www.fullertonobserver.com and click on
the tab labeled “Local.” Underneath that
tab, click on “Emerson Little YouTube
Channel,” which will take you directly
to my page.
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HITS
&
MISSES
by Joyce Mason © 2020

REBUILDING PARADISE: TWO HITS
Ron Howard won fame as a child star Matt Gates worked tirelessly to help the
in “Happy Days” and grew up to be one evacuating families. We follow him in
of Hollywood’s most successful film- these efforts and we witness the toll it
makers, both for feature films, winning takes on his marriage and his own famian Academy Award for “A Beautiful ly’s lives. Another citizen who worked
Mind” and for “Frost/Nixon,” and for tirelessly on the rebuilding process is
documentaries about performers as dif- School Superintendent Michelle John.
ferent as the Beatles and Pavarotti. Eight of her nine schools were
Knowing little about
destroyed, yet she found
Paradise, other than the
ways to keep her stufact that his mother-indents learning and to
law had once lived there,
manage a beautifully
Howard became riveted
executed high school
Matt Gates worked
by the story of the devasgraduation
ceremony
tirelessly to help
tating fire that destroyed
seven months later.
the evacuating
this 141-year-old town
Howard also examines
families.
We follow
located in Butte County,
the causes of the fire.
California.
The major and most
him in these
At 11am on November
direct cause seems to
efforts and we
8, 2018, residents of
have been the PG&E
witness the toll
Paradise noticed smoke
wires that bent in the
it took on his
and then flames shooting
high winds and emitted
marriage and his
up on the edge of the forsparks. Pacific Gas and
own family’s lives.
est that surrounded their
Electric
eventually
town. The hot, dry winds
pleaded guilty, yet their
that we often get in
compensatory
efforts
California fanned the
often threw roadblocks
flames as they headed
into the efforts of the restoward the town. Local
idents, requiring individpolice began warning families to evacu- uals to remove and clean up all the
ate quickly, and soon the road out of debris and destruction in their yards
town became a serpentine of cars mov- before they could get help with the
ing slowly as the fire’s smoke engulfed rebuilding. For widows living on Social
them, making it difficult to breathe.
Security checks, this was hardly a possiDirector Howard and his cinematogra- bility.
pher Lincoln Else were able to recreate
But the film also explores the univerthis mass exodus by using mobile phone sal cause of the increasing number of
images and dashcam footage that impart wildfires, which lies in global warming
to us the terror followed by the sudden accompanied by decreased precipitation
relief the evacuees experienced as they in some regions of the world. There is
escaped the black cloud of smoke and also a public aversion to controlled fires,
emerged into blue skies and bright sun- but forestry experts demonstrate the
light. Although the entire population of need and the method for burning the
50,000 people was displaced and underbrush and smaller trees to avert the
150,00 acres were destroyed, Howard rapid spread of wildfires.
focuses on the ways in which the disHoward exhibited this film at the
placed citizens of Paradise coped with Sundance Film Festival last January and
their loss. Some decided to move away his plans were to distribute the docupermanently; others wanted to stay and mentary in theaters soon after. However,
rebuild their homes and their communi- with COVID-19 and the closure of thety.
aters a month later, he took it to drive-in
In covering both the evacuation and theaters where it consistently sold out.
the rebuilding, Howard focuses on the Eventually, the film went to Video on
heroic efforts of a few individuals who Demand, but now it can be seen on
saved lives on that fateful day and then Hulu+Live and on the National
helped to rebuild the town. Police officer Geographic Channel.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS
by Julie Rasmussen Certified Health & Life Coach

SUGAR RUSH

As if day-to-day living in the year much processed sugar you are eating.
2020 didn’t come with enough stressors,
I don’t suggest quitting cold turkey
what we often don’t stop to consider are (feeling deprived may hinder the
the extra, hidden stressors lurking within progress), but I do suggest taking gradthe food and beverages we consume.
ual, baby steps towards reducing sugar
Processed sugar is a
intake. Instead of having 2
harmful substance that
pieces
of
pie
on
causes stress to the body,
Thanksgiving, have one. If
but we turn to it anyway
you’re used to three scoops
when a “sweet tooth” cravof sugar in your coffee,
Processed
ing arises. This culprit
scale back to one or two. Be
sugar is a
appears to be innocent
gentle with yourself when
harmful
(especially when the packyou are transitioning from a
substance that
aging is littered with cute,
high-impact sugar diet to a
causes stress
animated characters, or tied
low-impact sugar diet. Start
to the body.
up with pretty bows), but in
with a healthy swap (like
reality, does more damage
replacing
soda
with
than good.
sparkling water). This will
When we consume
help stabilize your blood
processed sugar, it spikes
sugar and kill the cravings
our blood sugar levels and
for processed sweets. We
excites the brain, giving us a feeling of may not have complete control over
euphoria, which makes us crave more. stressful situations, but we definitely
After 20 minutes or so, blood sugar lev- have complete control over what we
els crash, causing us to feel depleted and allow into our mouths that causes
sluggish. This crashed feeling is not pro- unnecessary stress to our bodies.
ductive, and since we want to feel happy
and euphoric again, we begin to crave
more sugar.
An endless blood sugar roller coaster
loop ensues, wreaking havoc on the central nervous system and keeping the
body in stress mode. Insulin is then
released in an effort to balance the
spikes. After too many times on this (not
so sweet) ride, insulin becomes less
effective and more serious health issues
may occur like diabetes or cardiovascular disease.
As we head into the holiday season
where sugary treats are more prevalent
than usual, take an honest look at how
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Out of My Mind
by Jon Dobrer © 2020

BRIDGING THE CHASM IN OUR
WOUNDED NATION
As a child of the 50s and 60s, my raries of mine come to me and thank me
world was less than fully aware on when their children or grandchildren
issues of gender, race, and homosexual- have come out.
ity. We espoused liberal values. We were
Hateful positions and hurtful words
for civil rights, but we never saw Black create great centrifugal forces spinning
people in positions of power. We knew us
away
from
one
another.
that hate and persecution were bad, but Understanding that we all have fears and
we thought that hatred and segregation flaws, pains and prejudices should not
were Southern things and not relevant in stop us from trying to see and underSouthern California. We lived in uncon- stand one another and model the respect
scious white privilege.
and tolerance we demand of others.
Boys of my generation were taught to
We bridge the chasm by seeing the
be sexist. Girls were sex objects with flaws as well as the virtues on both
whom we desired to
sides. No! No, I’m not
“score.” We were taught
saying there “were many
to belittle and tease boys
fine people on both
whom we saw as effemisides.” I am saying there
nate—lest we be accused
are flawed people on
The vast majority
of being “one of them.”
both sides, and I’m usuof the 70 million
We learned toxic masally willing to undertake
Trump voters
culinity. From elementary
the seeming fool’s errand
school through high
of opening my arms and
and 74 million
school, jokes about girls
heart to their fears and
Biden voters are
and gays were often just
trust that some may truly
not extremists
cruel.
hear me.
and haters.
It’s not an exaggeration
Across the political
to say that much of my
spectrum, we understand
Most of us are
adult life has been a jourthat our nation is polarfrustrated and
ney from ignorance to
ized. Some fear that we
often frightened.
knowledge, from intolertremble on the brink of
ance and the “othering”
another civil war. There
of people who are differare no civil wars. Violent
ent, to embracing our diffights between social
ferences and our common
factions are wars, but
humanity.
they are never civil. We aren’t yet at
My life’s work has been to overcome war, but our incivility is undeniable.
much of what society carefully taught
Adversaries have become enemies as
me. I’m still on that journey and haven’t we hurl insults at one another with a
yet reached my personal Promised Land. sense of self-righteousness that fails to
If I can ask for some patience and toler- heal the country and to bridge our
ance for me and my journey, how can I divides. Shouted insults seldom conrefuse it to others? I must give others the vince others of the rightness of our arguchance to overcome what they too have ments. I know that I’m never moved to
been so carefully taught.
greater compassion by being called an
So do I talk to people who make racist idiot, communist, or traitor. I suspect
jokes? Yes. I usually have a choice that people on the other side respond
between trying to build a bridge or burn equally negatively to being called
a bridge. Most of the time, I try to build. racists, homophobes, fascists, and
I’m not always successful. I don’t let morons. Name-calling isn’t likely to
racist remarks go. I push back at racist, persuade.
sexist, homophobic, and transphobic
People become what we call them.
expressions.
When we demonize others, we make
Taking a stand is important and some- them into demons. By so doing, we push
times it makes a provable difference. one another away. Most of the people
Never more so than when contempo- who supported Biden are not Marxists
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or Socialists. My favorite Marx is
Groucho, and as for socialism, nor do I
want the government to own the means
of production. Yes, I want healthcare
and a social safety net, but that makes
me a Social Democrat not a Marxist
Socialist.
While I don’t want the government to
own the means of production, neither do
I want the means of production to own
our government. Yes, I fear the
Corporate State, which is what defines
Fascism. However, most supporters of
Trump are not Fascists. Calling them
fascists or “deplorables” is a terrible
mistake.
At the far ends of our political spectrum there are certainly some extremists. There are racists, misogynists, antiSemites, xenophobes, and people whose
hate and fear cloud their reason.
However, the vast majority of the 70
million Trump voters and 74 million
Biden voters are not extremists and
haters. Most of us are frustrated and
often frightened.
I hear good people question, “Do I
have to engage and politely dialogue
with a homophobe, transphobe, or
racist?” My answer is: Sometimes. Why,
my friends wonder, would I waste my
time and give some dignity to such irredeemable folks? I listen and engage
because I want to understand the pain
and fear that drives hate and violence—
sometimes from the right and sometimes from the left. The killing fields of
our world are soaked in the blood of the
righteous slaughtered by other righteous. We need to stop.
To listen is not to endorse. In fact, listening and responding with generous
honesty can make a good difference. In
my own life experience I have engaged
in a lot of sincere dialogue across many
divides. I’ve learned from this and been
changed for the better.
As a person born during WWII and
the Holocaust, I was not raised with a
spirit of generosity towards Austrians
and Germans. Neither, as a Jew from a
long line of Zionists, was I raised to be
pro-Arab or Islamaphilic. Having studied at the University of Vienna, I didn’t
forget or forgive but gained a more
nuanced understanding of the social
forces that fuels hatred. Having spent
two years in Muslim Tunisia, I made
many friends, and we came to accept
our cultural and religious differences
and still embrace one another. I learned
that dialogue is better than diatribe.
We give ourselves a chance to bridge
the chasm when we listen with respect
and open hearts.

Re: Tending the Fire
of Enlightenment
I want to thank Jon Dobrer for his
recent article, "Tending the Fire of the
Enlightenment." The reminder that
democracies can become lost, fade
away, and be taken away is vital to pay
attention to today. We know that civilizations, nations, and cultures in the
past have fallen for various reasons. We
cannot smugly assume that could not
happen to us, that we are not subject to
the reality of life cycles.
Our leadership and our people must
rally to heal what has been dividing our
nation, and to work toward greater unity.
Mr. Dobrer's article expresses this vital
admonition beautifully.
Pamela J. Schmidt
Fullerton
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Orchard at Former Kimberly Clark Site
My name is Jeremy Cole, a new resident of Placentia and a graduate of Cal
State Fullerton. My family roots in OC
go back before the missions were established.
I have passed by the orchard at the
Kimberly Clark site for over 20 years as
I traveled to school or to buy electronics
at Orvac and always wondered why this
orchard wasn’t better kept. An article in
the Fullerton Observer has now
explained the origins and predicament
of the site. I feel the orchard has been a
wasted resource for years as fruit rots on
the ground or branch for all passersby to
see. It's a shame no one tried to donate
the fruit, offer a farming course or lease
the orchard to a farmer willing to tend to
the orchard.
It’s also a shame that the family who
originally owned it, as important as the
article makes them seem, never did anything to make this a park or working
farm; it seems like they extracted their
money and left.
Now the good folks at Save Fullerton
have to beg to save the neglected
orchard. Realistically the developer,

Goodman Logistics, will raze the
orchard after any legal hurdles and the
orchard will likely never be a park or
open space. There is big money to be
made on redevelopment all around and
building parks can't compete.
How about a PR win for the developer
and the Save Fullerton folks and the city
of Fullerton? If you want to save the
trees, give them away. Hold a raffle and
let the people have them. The residents
will pay to have them removed and
transplanted and the orchard will live on
throughout Fullerton and perhaps surrounding communities.
The City and developer could at least
say they gave the trees a chance and
prideful homeowners can boast about
having a historic tree in their yard. I'd
be willing to help organize the project if
needed or at least get a raffle ticket. You
never know. It may just spark some civic
pride or a new festival that we all would
need when things get back to normal.
Please keep the oranges in our county.
Jeremy Cole
Placentia

Cannabis in Fullerton
I encourage Fullerton residents to
voice their opinions at the Tuesday,
November 17 City Council meeting,
when council members vote whether to
legalize cannabis businesses in our
town. The meeting is at City Hall, 6:30
p.m., and masks and social distancing
will be required.
A “yes” vote would allow marijuana
products to be grown, manufactured,
and sold at retail stores, which would
drastically change our community.
Worst of all, it would provide easier
access to this drug by our young people.
Stores could be 600 feet from schools
and youth centers. And kids could simply find someone 21 years or older to
buy on their behalf.
But legalization would result in many
more problems. Scientific studies find
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that legalized pot shops lead to an
increase in DUI car accidents, an
increase in crime, an increase in the use
and addiction to stronger illicit drugs,
and an increase in users developing
schizophrenia and other mental illnesses
(and brain damage in youth).
I know that the city of Fullerton has
massive budget problems from COVID19, among other causes. However,
unleashing these horrible effects on our
community is not worth the financial
gain generated by the sales tax.
Again, I encourage residents to speak
out November 17, and I urge City
Council members to vote “no” on
cannabis!
LN
Fullerton

TEACHERS SHOULD BE PROTECTED
I am writing this letter to share conFSD always wants to be at the forecerns regarding how teachers and their front, the cutting edge. This is a good
families are being treated during the thing and a bad thing. It is good to be at
pandemic by the Fullerton School the forefront of educational strategies
District, as well as how COVID-19 and initiatives. However, pushing too
reporting is occurring.
hard on too much causes teachers to
FSD has done a wonderful job of giv- have a surface-level knowledge base of
ing families instructional choices for a great many tools and strategies, but
students based upon their comfort lev- employ none with mastery and profiels. 100% virtual, hybrid, and five-day ciency. There is no need for FSD to be at
models. The district has made sure the forefront during this pandemic. Too
everything is in order
much is still unknown
so students have the
about COVID-19, and
best education possithe more scientists
ble given the current
learn, the more dissituation.
turbing our reality
But was this considbecomes. Too many
FSD has done
eration given to teachlives have been lost.
a wonderful job
ers? No. Unless a
So many Southern
of giving families
teacher has a doctor’s
California school disinstructional
note
specifying
tricts are not back in
underlying/co-morperson yet. But not
choices for students
bidity conditions that
FSD. FSD needs to be
based upon
would make them
#1. Teachers and their
their comfort levels...
more at-risk for
families are of secBut was this
COVID-19 and its
ondary
concern.
severe
symptoms
FSD’s actions speak
consideration
(including
death),
much louder than
given to teachers?
teachers are out of
their words.
No.
luck. Not even if a
FSD is taking a
teacher is a primary
very
short-sighted
care provider for a
view of the current
family member who
situation. Over our
is high risk…no.
lifetimes, COVID-19
Teachers are told to
will (hopefully) be a
either take a leave of absence, quit, or go very small portion of our lives. Unless
to work. This doesn’t take into account we don’t survive. Or have long term
teachers who are simply scared to be at health effects. Is it really worth risking
work and bring COVID-19 home to the lives and health of staff and famitheir families. This is completely unfair lies? Again, FSD is telling its staff and
to teachers and their families. They tell their families one thing, but their actions
teachers and staff they care, but FSD’s speak loud and clear. And the message
actions prove otherwise.
is, too bad. Deal with it. It is unacceptIn addition, transparency in reporting able and unethical to put staff and their
of COVID-19 cases on the FSD dash- families through such stress, heartache,
board is sorely lacking. If a staff mem- and exposure to a lethal disease. FSD
ber has tested positive, but was mostly at needs to start thinking about the longhome, the case does not get reported. In term effects of the pandemic, and act
addition, if someone works on a accordingly. As of right now, there is no
Fullerton campus but is not an FSD evidence that they care.
employee and tests positive, their cases
With concerns for FSD staff & famiare not reported on the FSD COVID-19 lies,
dashboard.
An FSD Employee

A New Day
Sweet Notes from Subscribers
“Thanks for keeping us informed!”
-P. Anderson
“Thanks for your service to the community. Keep up the great work!”
-P. Mann
“Enclosed is our subscription renewal.
We enjoy the paper and all things
Fullerton...Keep up the good work!”
-R. and S. Klein

“Thank you for your excellent newspaper.
-M. Miller
“I am enclosing a check for $45. I
hope that covers it! If it’s too much, consider it a donation.”
-R. McCann
“Thank you for the wonderful
Fullerton Observer!”
-L. Leyson

Relief at last
The stress has passed
That dismal time
For normal clime
As truth prevailed
From ballots mailed
Correcting choice
The country's voice
Which comes to ear
What we now hear
Is all too clear
And cause for cheer

Have You Renewed Your Print
Subscription?
If you pay for The Observer by check, it is time to make your annual
payment. Please mail a check of $35 to:
Fullerton Observer
PO Box 7051
Fullerton, CA 92834
You can also call us at (714) 525-6402 Ext 1 and we can walk you
through the online renewal process. Thank you for your support.
www.fullertonobserver.com.

Such hopeful sound
Is once more found
Empathy's back
Freed from attack
By fits and starts
Healing imparts
A future bright
Returned, set right
—Jens Falster

HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion
pages provide a free forum for
the community. The Observer
welcomes letters on any subject
of interest. Opinions are those of
the writer. We must verify your
identity, but we allow initials
only and town to be printed if
desired, or anonymous in print if
a reasonable case can be made
as to why that is necessary.
Opinions sent to us without
name, address and phone number will not be printed. Due to
space issues shorter letters have
a better chance of getting in.
Please add your contact information so we can verify.
Thanks!
contact@fullertonobserver.com

or mail to:
Fullerton Observer,
PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834
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Steven Paul Girod
1952-2020
On Wednesday, November 4, 2020,
Steven Paul Girod, loving husband,
father, and grandfather, passed away at
age 67 after a long illness. He was born
on November 29, 1952, in Marion,
Indiana, to Amos Girod Jr. and Jeanne
Elizabeth Blaugher. Graduate of both
California State University, Fullerton
and Bakersfield, Steve spent over 44
years in the healthcare field, starting as a
volunteer in the Emergency Room when
he was an early teen. The last 19 years of
his career were spent working in hospice
care; first with Community Hospice
Care in Orange, California, and then as
General Manager with VITAS Hospice
throughout Southern California. On
March 23, 1974, he married Dalee
Ennette Hazleton in Fullerton. They
raised two children, Philip Steven Girod
and Bethany Dalee Girod, mostly in
Fullerton. Steve graduated from
Fullerton Union High School in 1971
and was a proud resident of the City for
decades.
Steve thoroughly enjoyed sports,
especially baseball. As a child, he
played in West Fullerton Little League.
He was also an avid Angels fan (and
Dodger fan when it suited him), and
always remembered with excitement
attending Game 6 of the 2002 World
Series at Angel Stadium. Steve was a
coach, manager, and board member of
Golden Hill Little League, and loved
watching his children play sports as they

grew up. Steve was known for his great
sense of humor even as a child, his
infectious laugh, and always having a
smile on his face. Everyone loved hearing his emergency room stories, of
which he had many. Steve was a true
patient advocate and was always willing
to assist anyone with medical questions
and concerns. A man of Christian faith,
he was steady in his beliefs and actively
demonstrated them.
Steve was preceded in death by his
father Amos, and his mother, Jeanne. He
is survived by his wife, Dalee, children
Philip (Jennifer) and Bethany, his grandsons Dallas and Reeve, his sister Debra
Blake (Bill), his aunt Paula Lange, and
his uncle Pat Blaugher (Charlotte), as
well as numerous cousins, nieces and
nephews, and their families. Interment
will be at Loma Vista Cemetery in
Fullerton, California.

Drunk Driver Crashes into Fire Station: On November 9, a
drunk driver lost control northbound on Harbor near Hermosa, flew across
opposing lanes and collided into a Fullerton Fire Station. The driver was arrested.

COVID-19 DEATHS AS OF NOVEMBER 2020
Global: 1,318,452
USA: 251,256
California: 18,254
Orange County: 1,524
Fullerton: 106

TIRED OF SLOW INTERNET?
Fast Fiber Internet
Is Here!
Plans Start at
$

60

/mo

Fastest Fiber
Internet and Wi-Fi

Awesomely Fast
Symmetrical Speeds

No Buffering
or Throttling

Multiple Devices,
Multiple Users

Unlimited
Data Usage

No Contracts • Free Install & Setup • No Hidden Fees

Order Awesomely Fast Fiber Internet for Your Home Today!
www.GigabitAwesome.com
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Kimberly Clark continued from page 4
FFLF clarified that they were not portation aspect of the gas tax, but that
opposed to the project and were not ask- was not verified. Flory also asked about
ing for open space instead of the devel- the City well and the new well easeopment, but rather just a portion of the ment.
groves, including the best aspects of
FFLF brought up alternative transboth concepts, as a collaboration. It portation issues to make sure that the
might be a simpler matter to save trees new sidewalks do not have fixtures
on the perimeter of the site, including an impeding pedestrian flow, that driveunusually robust Japanese black pine.
ways are safe for pedestrians, that bike
Several councilmembers and mem- lanes be re-striped in a safer manner,
bers of the audience started their com- that there be shelters at the bus stops,
ments by mentioning that they would and that it be considered to retain one of
have preferred to see affordable housing the rail spurs.
built there. No counAn attorney’s inquiry
cilmember spoke in favor
about greenhouse gases
of saving any of the properwas dismissed as immaty as a park or open space
terial, but there was no
The Council
despite the fact that south
further discussion of any
Fullerton has little of either.
efforts that could be
declined to
The Council asked tough,
used to mitigate the
save any portion
leading questions of the
impacts of dozens of
as open
developer, but in the end
diesel truck movements
space, voting
voted “yes” with no
running 24 hours a day,
changes despite lack of
including the simplest
unanimously
definitive answers to their
measures of making tento approve the
questions.
ants aware of steps they
project.
Mayor Pro Tem Jan Flory
could take to reduce
asked how the City earns
emissions. The two
revenue from the project. If
basic mitigations are
the new tenants are retail or
that Goodman is making
e-commerce, “point of
sure that rooftops can
sale,” the City will benefit from accommodate solar panels and space is
increased sales tax, but this will not be left in the electrical rooms to handle
the case if there are only business-to- extra clean energy equipment.
business tenants. The developer indicatFFLF also brought up that the Council
ed they could not confirm which type of was voting to approve documents that
tenants they would have. The two main included a third parcel adjacent to
financial benefits to the City would be Kimberly Clark not intended to be
about a $200 million uplift in the prop- included in this phase. They felt it could
erty tax assessment, about 500 construc- be inadvertently entitling that parcel,
tion jobs, and approximately 1,000 to and therefore misrepresenting the extent
1,500 permanent jobs (including of the project in the public notices of the
automation consultants). To address the hearing. This third parcel was indicated
quality of these jobs, the developer indi- by very small, almost hidden, text on the
cated that many of their larger tenants Tentative Parcel Map the Council was
typically aim for social responsibility approving.
and offer jobs with benefits rather than
The Council declined to save any porjust independent contractor-level work. tion as open space, voting unanimously
Some of the companies are expected to to approve the project, as proposed, but
have three shifts, and union carpenters with a request that the developer work
are hoping to have some of the construc- with the community to make avocado
tion work.
scions available for grafting.
Councilmember Jesus Silva also quesThere is still one more council meettioned whether the developer will help ing on the matter as there will be a “secrepair State College from the freeway to ond reading” of Item 4 at the council
the warehouses, but the developer is meeting on November 17 at 6:30pm.
responsible only for sidewalks, fair
For photos of the hidden groves of
share cost of new signals, and the roads Kimberly
Clark,
visit
immediately surrounding the property. SaveFullerton.com.
Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald asked if it
To stay updated, call or text FFLF at
was possible that the warehouses could (714) 729-3019
or email
also bring in slightly more of the trans- together@SaveFullerton.com.

BALANCE & CHANGE
BE GRATEFUL
It is almost Thanksgiving. This year, it can feel like there is not a great
deal to be thankful for. These are the times that we more than ever have to
be aware of that which we need to be grateful for!
If you are reading this column, that means that you are alive. Start with
that. Be grateful that you have shelter. If you have good friends or family,
be grateful that you have love and support in your life. Be grateful for
being part of a community.

INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY
MICHELLE GOTTLIEB Psy.D., MFT
305 N. Harbor Blvd, Suite 202,
Fullerton, CA 92832
714-879-5868 x5 www.michellegottlieb.com
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020
ANSWER
KEY
PUZZLE
“46”
on page 7:

TO

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since 2014.

LOCAL ONLY CLASSIFIEDS
Call (714) 525-6402
or visit www.fullertonobserver.com

The Fullerton Observer provides space for NEIGHBORS to advertise. To
participate you must have a local phone number. Contractors must provide
valid licenses. Editor reserves right to reject any ad not considered suitable
for our family newspaper. The cost of a classified is $30 for 30 words or less
per issue. The Observer assumes no liability for ads placed here. However,
if you have a complaint or compliment about a service, please let us know
at (714) 525-6402. Call City Hall at (714) 738-6531 to inquire about business licenses. For contractor license verification go to the California State
Contractor License Board website at www.cslb.ca.gov.

Handyman
*****(714)732-3212*****
~Gardening ~Caregiving ~Driver
~Cooking ~Cleaning ~Organizing
~Laundry ~Home Maintenance
~Moving ~Assembling Furniture
~Minor Repairs
~Lifelong Fullerton Resident
~ 10+ Years Experience
~Payment Due Each Visit
~ $25 Hour (2+ Hour Minimum)

COVID-19 help:
ochealthinfo.com
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SHOP LOCAL

MID

NOVEMBER 2020

JOIN THE MOVEMENT TO SUPPORT OUR LOCAL ECONOMY
To keep our community and make a sustainable local economy, everyone
in the community needs to purchase locally. We can continue to flourish
both socially and economically if we keep supporting local businesses.
Their families depend on it and our families need them as well. We can succeed and prosper together!

Happy Anniversary and
Congratulations to
Past Times Collectibles
on 30 Years in Bussiness!

Imagine what our community will be once the pandemic is over. What
do you want it to look like? Boarded up store fronts? Right now we have a
thriving diverse area with plenty of choices to enjoy a day of shopping and
delicious foods. It is up to each of us to buy from our local stores to keep
our beautiful and vibrant city thriving.

