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City Allows
Outdoor Dining
In Defiance of
State Health
Order
by Matthew Leslie
The city of Fullerton has decided to
defy at least one provision of
California’s strict Regional Stay-AtHome Order, which took effect on
December 6. The state order was
imposed because Southern California
had its collective availability of
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) beds fall
below 15%. On Dec 10, it hit 7.7%. Like
other restrictions in effect earlier in the
year, the current one limits the occupancy of retail businesses, closes personal
care services, movie theaters, bars,
museums, and other enterprises, and
restricts restaurants to takeout food only.
In Fullerton, however, four days after
the imposition of the order, several
downtown restaurants could be seen
continuing to serve customers in outdoor patio areas, including at least one
on City property.

Outdoor Dining Open Despite Health Order: Tables set up on Fullerton’s Walk on Wilshire on December 10.
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See Health Order, Page 3

NEWLY ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS SWORN IN,
NEW MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO TEM SELECTED
by Jesse La Tour
The three newly-elected Fullerton
City Council members were sworn in at
the December 1 Council meeting. Due
to COVID-19 precautions, the meeting
was open to only a limited number of
family and friends.
The newly-elected council members
are Fred Jung (representing District 1,
who was sworn in by State
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva),
Nick Dunlap (representing District 2,
who was sworn in by OC Supervisor
Donald Wagner), and incumbent Bruce
Whitaker (representing District 4, and

sworn in by City Clerk Lucinda
Williams).
Council Member Ahmad Zahra nominated Bruce Whitaker to serve as the
new Mayor, and Council voted unanimously to approve this.
City Council selects a new Mayor and
Mayor Pro Tem annually each
December. The Mayor, whose vote
counts the same as other councilmembers, presides over and leads Council
meetings. The Mayor Pro Tem leads
meetings and represents the City in the
Mayor’s absence.
See New Council, Page 4
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Missed Trash Pickups
by Jane Rands
Residential trash collection contracted
through the City with Republic Services
has been inconsistent for a number of
Fullerton residents during the last few
months. It’s not just a single house or a
single bin that gets skipped, but all green
recycle bins on a street, all black trash
containers in an alley, or all brown yard
waste receptacles on one side of the
street, as examples.
Since COVID-19, there has been an
increase in the amount of residential
waste. More online purchases have
meant more boxes in the green recycle
bins. Eating out has been replaced with
takeout and all the disposable food pack-

aging, bags, and utensils that go with it
go right into the trash. Additionally, people are cleaning out and replacing old
things for new. All this produces extra
waste.
But according to Mark McGee,
Municipal Contract Manager at
Republic Services, the increased residential trash is not the cause of trash
cans left unemptied on trash day. He
says Republic has kept up with the high
demand by increasing the number of
trips to unload the waste from twice a
day to 3 or 4 times. Because of this, the
drivers are out later at night to complete
their routes.
See Trash, Page 2
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A New Community
Garden
by S. Kilpatrick
Our state produces nearly half of all the fresh fruit and
vegetables in this nation and yet according to California
Association of Food Banks, 1 in 8 Californians currently
struggle with food insecurity. All our modernization and
we still have food deserts. The cost of living is constantly
rising and then there is an added pressure of the global pandemic that is wreaking havoc on our economy. We all have
to eat and planting a garden is one way to provide food to
a community.
Practicing social distancing, volunteers Jessica and Tara
Freeman, Megan Gibbs, Robert Wojtkiewicz, Marco
Antonio, and Angela Scott gathered to start a garden at
Pathways of Hope HUB near Fullerton’s Richman Park on
Dec 5. Led by Todd Bynon, the group added new soil,
plants, and seeds to the already prepared garden boxes. To
participate or donate contact Pathways of Hope at
www.pohoc.org.

The volunteer crew planning out the garden space.

FIBEROPTIC MICROTRENCHING
IMPACT ON STREETS AND INFRASTRUCTURE
by Jane Rands
Fullerton Observer readers have submitted letters complaining of construction disruptions and the destruction of
the roads where fiber optic lines are
being installed by micro-trenching in the
street.
The jack hammers are loud, the streets
are blocked with work vehicles, and
bright lights flood through windows as
the workers continue after dark.
Residents who have had their streets
repaved are dismayed that digging and
visible patching is being allowed in the
street and that their parkway is trenched
in preparation for future service if they
should chose to have it installed. There
have also been problems with water and
other utility lines accidently cut during
the trenching. Small sections of asphalt
are removed now to discover the depth
of other utilities before trenching.
Council Member Ahmad Zahra
responded to a request for comment saying, “While the agreement with SiFi [the
company installing the new fiberoptic
cable] was entered prior my time, it is
unfortunate that unforeseen engineering
issues have manifested during installation. These are very complicated issues

both technically and legally, but staff
have been proactively working with SiFi
to address them.”
Deputy City Manager Antonia
Graham has been responding to residents and interceding to provide resolution to complaints when she can. City
Staff and City Council are now responsible for managing a city-wide project
approved before they began working for
the City or were elected to council.
On April 15, 2014 there were no public comments when City Council gave
approval for the City Manager to enter
into an agreement with SiFi Networks to
install a fiber optic network city-wide.
The plan proposed SiFi's FOCUS (Fiber
Optic Cable Utilizing Sewers) technology to deploy “cable carrying maximum
fiber count through selected sections of
a wastewater network” and standard
fiber optic cable installed by microtrenching.
Before voting to support the agreement, then Council Member Greg
Sebourn asked whether SiFi would take
responsibility for damage to city infrastructure during the construction of the
network and was assured well enough to
vote for the item. Sebourn was recently
contacted for a comment regarding the

Microtrench filling.
current installation. He responded, “The
City needs to hold them to the same
standards as any other utility provider,”
referencing the “poor workmanship (he)
has seen.”
Council Member Jan Flory voted for it
too, after saying that it could be a
“monopolistic stranglehold” if there
were only one Internet Service Provider
(ISP) leasing the fiber network from
SiFi as proposed at that time. Since then,
however, SiFi has contracted with 2
entities which may allay that concern.
Ting and Gigabit Now (each of which
have run advertisements in the
Observer) are competing for customers

in Fullerton yet they are offering the
same pricing with the only exception
being that Gigabit Now offers 350 Mbps
compared to Ting's 250 Mbps as their
lowest cost residential service at $60 per
month.
The approval in 2014 was not unanimous. Council Member, now Mayor,
Bruce Whitaker, provided the one dissenting vote, questioning the feasibility
of the business plan because it anticipated investor funding the $70 million project prior to subscription commitments.
Both ISP's, it turns out, have been and
are now continuing to advertise advance
signups before the fiber is laid with
incentives like fee waivers, service credits, and free setup.
The plan was vetted by the Economic
Development Committee (EDC) prior to
going to council. EDC supported the
plan for a privately funded fiber optic
network installed at no cost to the city,
citing the benefit of a 1,000 Gpbs network in retaining existing businesses
and attracting new businesses.
In the meantime, the network is being
built one neighborhood at a time. A portion of southwest Fullerton has been
completed and the western segment of
downtown is being installed now. To
check the planned installation of your
neighborhood
visit
https://sifinetworks.com/cities/fullertonca.

Missed Trash Pickups
continued from front page
At the end of March, Republic suspended large item pickups to help manage the overflow. Large item pickups
resumed in the summer and have continued since then with about a two-week
turnaround from the day of the request,
just as it was before the temporary halt.
So, large items are not the cause of the
recent pickup problems either.
As of January 2020, waste collection
services can no longer use yard waste as
cover material at the dump due to
changes under California State
Assembly Bill 1594 (approved in 2014)
that amended section 40507 of the
Public Resources Code. Republic now
takes brown bin waste to Chino Hills to
be mulched or composted. But this also
does not explain the recent interruption
in service, as the problem started months
after the yard waste diversion began.
When bins are not picked up on trash

day, residents need to call Republic
Services’ customer service at (714) 2383300. This phone number is printed on
the top of each bin. To reduce residential
wait times on the phone, some calls are
routed to other states that should provide
equally efficient service, according to
McGee. Recovery pickups should occur
within 24 hours of calling, excluding
Sundays.
However, residents report recovery
pickups taking days after calling or not
occurring at all. Calls to customer service for missed recovery pick-ups may be
forwarded to the route supervisor. The
route supervisor can make a recovery
pick up personally using a dumpster bin
rather than a full-size trash truck. If a bin
is not emptied by at least the night
before their next regularly scheduled
trash day, residents may request a refund
by calling the City utility billing at City
Hall, (714) 738-6890.
The route supervisor is responsible for

The
Observer
has
received
numerous
reports of
delays in
trash
pickup.

ensuring that the drivers know their
route. The drivers have printed maps to
follow and the truck locations are
tracked electronically, but there is no
monitoring to alert the supervisor that
sections of the route were missed without a customer calling Republic to
report it.
To avoid missed trash service, resi-

dents should check that their bin was
emptied before putting it away. If it is
not empty, the bin should be left out
after the scheduled pick-up day for a
trash truck that may come later in the
evening or even the next day. Residents
should call Republic early in the morning on the day, after their regular trash
day to schedule a recovery pick up.
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Outdoor dining on Fullerton’s Walk on Wilshire on December 10.

City Defies Health Order
Continued from front page

As Orange County nears 100,000
cases, on Friday, December 11, the OC
Although most restaurants are operat- Health Care Agency announced 22 new
ing as takeout only, servers at Fullerton deaths (for a cumulative total of 1,680),
Brew Company, located on the north expected by many to be just the start of
side of Wilshire, were serving customers even more in coming weeks in the wake
on December 10. A host station just out- of one major holiday and in advance of
side their door instructed patrons to wait another.
Dining with others outside of one’s
to be seated, evidently at the round
own
household is considered a particuwhite tables in the street dining area. A
larly
risky behavior because masks are
maskless customer was observed handnot
worn
while eating and drinking.
ing over his payment to a server as he
Consuming
alcoholic beverages can
left.
exacerbate
the
danger as diners may
The restaurant’s seating area is part of
lower
their
guards
against maintaining
the street also used by other establishsafe
distances
from
other parties.
ments on the block, including Mulberry
Although
restaurants
Street, an Italian restaurant
are
required
to distance
located across the street.
parties
from
one anothOwner Brandon Bevins
er,
some
(not on
told the Observer that he
Wilshire)
use
outdoor
chose to comply with the
The Fullerton
tents—sometimes
comState order but that it was
Police
Department
plete
with
sides—that
awkward because cushas announced
would seem to closely
tomers ask why his restauthat it will continue recreate the conditions
rant is not seating cusof indoor dining. Even
tomers while others are.
to “take an
with the circulation of
He said the City had not
education-first
air outside, however,
communicated with him
approach with
many County health
about staying open, and
regard
to
orders
officers around the
that he had only received a
imposed
by
the
State warn against outgeneric notice from the OC
door dining because the
State.”
Health Dept. notifying him
presence of the coronof the new restrictions.
avirus in so many peoLike most other restauple now increases the
rants, Mulberry Street
chances of further transremains open for takeout
mission even in outdoor
orders.
settings
like
parks
and restaurant patios.
On the back side of Wilshire, facing
OC
Health
Care
Agency
Amerige, Pour Co. and The Back Alley
Director/County
Health
Officer
Dr.
also continue to serve customers in outClayton
Chau
has
repeatedly
stated
durdoor dining areas.
Asked about the persistence of out- ing press conferences that the level of
door dining downtown in defiance of transmission in the community at large
state of California orders, Fullerton City has made contact tracing very difficult,
Manager Ken Domer wrote to the and thus it is almost impossible to deterObserver that, “The fact is, the recent mine where much of the transmission of
surge has not been traced to outdoor din- the virus occurs. OC Public Health
ing and the livelihood of owners and Services Chief of Operations Marc
their employees are on the line.” Domer Meulman wrote to the Observer, “With
also cited the City’s spending “lots of such widespread disease transmission
CARES Act funding to ensure that we throughout the community, it is difficult
can move patrons from indoor dining to to identify where transmission occurs
outdoor dining and to ensure it is a safe for cases due to many potential expooption for diners” prior to the current sures. The only time we have a reasonable degree of certainty regarding where
orders forbidding both activities.
people contract COVID-19, is when a
household contact gets infected or when
COVID-19 Cases Rising
someone is part of a large outbreak, such
California’s Health and Human as a worksite or congregate living situaServices Secretary Dr. Mark Ghaly has tion.”
cited the dramatic increase in COVIDWhen it was allowed earlier in the
19 cases as the reason to implement the year, many local restaurant owners
temporary outdoor dining ban because it invested in outdoor dining furniture and
discourages people from going out in fixtures and safety upgrades to facilitate
general, while acknowledging that the both indoor and outdoor dining under
order was "not a comment on the rela- conditions allowed by the State. The
tive safety of outdoor dining.” But he city of Fullerton closed a short block of
also asserted that some activities that West Wilshire Ave. just west of Harbor
seemed safe just a month ago might not Blvd. for use as an al fresco dining area
be now due to the sharp rise in transmis- for restaurants located there, adding potsion of the novel coronavirus and ted trees and even an official “Walk on
increasing deaths.
Wilshire” street sign. City councilmem-

ber Jesus Silva even suggested adding
blue carpet to the street itself to make it
more welcoming to diners. The City first
required restauranteurs to remove their
dining tables each night, but later
allowed them to leave some out. Some
of the tables now appear to be used by
people picking up takeout elsewhere and
using the setting as a convenient place to
eat or drink.
The State’s COVID-19 website warns
that, “Failure to comply with the order
may be punishable by fine and as a misdemeanor, revocation of a business
license, or court-imposed penalties,” but
does not specify who would bring such
charges against violators.
City Manager Domer wrote that, “In
cases where we are unable to garner the
compliance, Fullerton PD would document the violation(s) and forward the
incident(s) to the Orange County
District Attorney’s Office for prosecutorial consideration,” in reference to
indoor dining, live entertainment, and
dining after 10pm. All of Orange County
remains under the State’s Limited Stayat-Home Order, requiring residents to
remain at home between the hours of
10pm. and 5am., with exceptions made
for work, medical care, and (nonsensically), “unsheltered persons.”
Domer’s warning about violations
pointedly excludes outdoor dining, a ban
he has chosen to defy, noting that “there
are efforts to have the Governor rescind
the prohibition of outdoor dining from
the Order and we are hopeful that prevails.” It is unclear whether Domer unilaterally made the decision to selectively
disregard a high-profile element of a
State health order or conferred with
members of the City Council before
doing so.
Domer’s reference to efforts to overturn the dining ban may be to the
Healthy Communities Resolution unanimously adopted by the OC Board of
Supervisors on December 8. The resolution calls for local control of responses
to COVID-19. During a December 10
OC Health Care Agency press conference, outgoing Board of Supervisors
Chair Michelle Steel, who spearheaded
the adoption of the resolution, chafed at

the inclusion of Orange with counties as
far away as San Luis Obispo, complained of the State’s moving the bar on
allowed activities during the pandemic,
and called Gov. Gavin Newsom’s
actions “an inconsistent mess.” During
the same meeting Sup. Steel said about
COVID-19 that the “death rate is very
small.” To date, 1,680 people have died
from COVID-19 in Orange County,
including 119 residents of Fullerton. She
also complained to HCA Director Chau
that the County would not be getting any
sales tax income because of pandemic
prevention restrictions.
Fourth District Supervisor Doug
Chaffee of Fullerton referred to the
region including OC, as defined by the
State, as an “11 county conundrum” and
called for efforts to get it changed. He
also called for additional assistance for
restaurants who have had to alternately
open and close according to State
orders.
Fullerton Police Downplay
Enforcement
The Fullerton Police Department has
announced that it will continue to “take
an education-first approach with regard
to orders imposed by the State.” This
approach is consistent with that taken by
the department since the first mask order
was imposed by the City, followed by
the state, in May. FPD Public
Information Officer Cpl. Billy Phu is
confidant that the FPD’s approach has
“been successful in gaining voluntary
compliance from businesses as well as
individual community members.”
“In cases where we are unable to garner the compliance, Fullerton PD would
document the violation(s) and forward
the incident to the Orange County
District Attorney’s Office for prosecutorial consideration,” according to Cpl.
Phu. The department, which has closed
its own front desk to visitors to help prevent transmission and protect its
employees, does file reports in instances
where their education approach has “not
gained voluntary compliance.”
Continued on page 19
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NEW COUNCIL
MEMBERS SWORN IN
Continued from front page

Contentious
Mayor Pro Tem Selection
The Mayor Pro Tem selection proved
more contentious. Councilmember Jesus
Silva nominated Councilmember
Ahmad Zahra to serve as Mayor Pro
Tem.
Newly-elected Councilmember Fred
Jung then nominated newly-elected
Councilmember Nick Dunlap.
Council then voted 3-1-0 to select
Dunlap, not Zahra as Mayor Pro Tem.
Whitaker, Jung, and Dunlap voted for
Dunlap, Silva voted for Zahra, and
Zahra abstained.
This was a break from a new City policy (adopted in October 2020) that
states, “Selection of the Mayor Pro Tem
by the City Council is based on seniority
according to the number of years a
member has served consecutively on
City Council without serving as Mayor.”
Based on this policy, Council Member
Zahra (who has served for two years on
council), should have been selected as
Mayor Pro Tem.
Also, City policy states, “The Mayor
Pro Tem shall automatically become the
Mayor after serving one year as Mayor
Pro Tem.”
However, the new regulation also
states, “While the rotation of City
Council members is a policy designed to
ease the transition of members into the
Mayor and Pro Tem positions, nothing
in the policy prohibits the selection of a
Mayor or Mayor Pro Tem based on the
majority vote of the City Council.”
Thus, the decision to select Dunlap,
not Zahra, as Mayor Pro Tem is allowed,
but is a break with policy.
Jung did not explain his reason for the
break with policy during the meeting,
however when asked by the Observer
he said, “The next-in-line tradition was
disrupted long before I was elected. But
I understand and appreciate the concerns. I nominated and voted for
Councilman Dunlap’s Pro Tem honorary
title with the idea that we as a city have
pressing needs that require solutions.
And my olive branch to him was to
make certain we work together, all five
members, to move our city forward.”
In stating that the tradition had been
disrupted long before he was elected,
Jung was likely referring to instances in

Nick Dunlap represents District 2

Bruce Whitaker represents District 4

The new Fullerton City Council sits together for the first time.
the past in which Council Members with
more seniority were passed over for
selection as Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem.
The most recent example of this was
in 2019 when Councilmember Zahra
voted with Flory and Fitzgerald to
appoint Flory, not Whitaker, as Mayor
Pro Tem, even though Whitaker was
ahead of her in line, although Flory
argued that her prior service in office
gave her seniority. It was because of
ambiguity in the process that council
approved the new resolution in October.
It should also be noted that Whitaker
also broke protocol at that December 3,
2019 meeting by not voting for
Fitzgerald to be Mayor, who was next in
line.
Councilmember Zahra expressed his
disappointment with the outcome of
Tuesday’s meeting, posting on social
media, “While these titles are symbolic
and yield no additional power, it certainly was a disappointing snub to the people of District 5 who have been denied
having a Mayor Pro Tem. This also sets
a bad precedent and starts off a new
Council with division, especially at one
of the most challenging economic times

December 15 City Council Meeting to be
Held at Fullerton Community Center
Due to the increase in COVID-19
cases resulting in the recent
Statewide Stay-at-Home order, as
well as to recent Cal OSHA regulations, the December 15 City Council
meeting will be moved from the
City Council Chambers at City Hall
to the Grand Hall at the Fullerton
Community Center, which is located
at 340 W. Commonwealth Avenue
across the street from City Hall.
The Closed Session part of the
meeting will start at 4pm, then a
Study Session to provide an update
on the City’s homeless activities
will occur at 5:30pm, and the
Regular Session will start at
6:30pm.
Members of the public can access
meetings streamed live online at
https://fullerton.legistar.com, on

Fred Jung represents District 1

Spectrum Cable Channel 3, and
AT&T U-Verse Channel 99.
All persons visiting City facilities
must wear face masks and observe
social distancing protocols.
In lieu of public attendance, members of the public can submit comments electronically for City
Council consideration by clicking
on the e-Comment link accompanying the agenda posted online at
https://fullerton.legistar.com until
the close of the public comment
period for the item.
The public can also email comments to cityclerksoffice@cityoffullerton.com with the subject line
“PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM #”
(insert the item number relevant to
your comment) or “PUBLIC COMMENT NON-AGENDA ITEM.”

in our city. Nevertheless, and as always,
I will continue my work representing
our city and serving our community
with the best of my abilities and intentions.”

Outgoing Councilmembers
Recognized
Outgoing City Councilmembers Jan
Flory and Jennifer Fitzgerald were recognized for their service by Council colleagues, OC Supervisor Doug Chaffee,
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva,
along with family and friends.
This is Jan Flory’s third time leaving
office. She has served for a total of 14
years.
“I want to thank my Council colleagues who respect one another and do
not let differences of opinion distract
from the pleasure of friendship,” Flory
said in a longer prepared statement.
“Thank you to the community, to those
who are engaged, and take an interest in
local government.”
Outgoing Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald,
who has served for eight years, also read
a prepared statement thanking her
Council colleagues and summarizing the

issues she focused on while in office.
“There are huge challenges yet to be
solved and I wish the new Council the
best as they wrestle with them,”
Fitzgerald said.

Issues with Public Comments
Some members of the public
expressed concern to the Observer that
their public comments either were not
read during the meeting or were shortened by the City Clerk.
Jane Reifer, who wrote a recent article
for the Observer about improving public
participation during COVID-19, submitted the following public comment,
which was not read during the meeting:
“With virtual meetings now, it’s even
more essential that residents be able to
participate robustly. Among other
improvements, please develop a method
to call in, both to hear and comment.
This will allow better communication
and includes people without computers.
Also, please have consistent protocols
for all City commissions. It is a confusing and frustrating patchwork instead of
an opportunity for public participation.”

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP SUES CITY OVER
KIMBERLY CLARK DEVELOPMENT
by Charlotte Samuels
Advocates for the Environment, a
California nonprofit (that litigates in the
public interest to protect the environment) filed a lawsuit against the City of
Fullerton on December 3. The lawsuit is
based an environmental impact report
(EIR) of Goodman Logistics which is
seeking to develop 1.5 million square
feet of warehouse on the former
Kimberly-Clark site. At stake are the 60
to 80-year-old fruit trees and the wildlife
which have acclimated to the area (i.e.
coyotes, birds, and pollinators).
The lawsuit claims that by approving
the project, Fullerton violated the
California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) because it certified a final EIR
without adequately disclosing the project’s environmental impacts. Both the

greenhouse gas (GHG) and the air quality baselines were based on the inclusion
of Kimberly Clark cogeneration facility
which was shut down in February 2020.
A proper baseline would have reflected
conditions when the environmental studies were initiated in March 2020.
If the proper baseline (which would
have began when the environmental
studies took place) would have been
applied to both the GHG emissions and
air quality, it would have significant
impacts which would have required mitigation (according to CEQA). However,
the City did not require mitigation
because it allowed for the improper
baseline to be used.
To keep updated, contact Friends for a
Livable Fullerton at (714) 729-3019 or
email together@savefullerton.com.
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Hernandez Killing by FPD Sparks
Protest for Justice and Transparency
Ashley Chadwick, the mother of one
of Hernandez’s sons, brought the wrongFriends and family of Hector ful death suit against the department and
Hernandez, a Fullerton resident who the officer involved, on behalf of the
was shot and killed by the Fullerton boys.
Police Department in front of his home
“I don’t see how [Hector] was that
on May 27, gathered in front of the much of a threat to him, being on his
Fullerton Police Station on Saturday, back with the dog attached to him,”
December 5 to protest his killing, stating Chadwick said. “They didn’t de-escalate
that his death was the result of excessive the situation, that’s for sure.”
force, that the officer involved should be
“The officer involved should be
fired, and that the police department removed from active duty and fired,”
should release all body camera footage Chadwick said. “Communication from
from the incident.
the department, includOn May 27, police
ing Police Chief Bob
responded to a call
Dunn, has been lackreporting
that
ing.” Others at the
Those present
Hernandez had fired a
protest agreed.
gun in his house fol“I’ve left messages
believe that his
lowing an altercation
for
the Chief, but I
death was the
between himself and
haven’t really got any
result of excessive
members
of
his
feedback,” Chadwick
force, that the
household after he
said.
returned intoxicated
According to Chief
officer involved
to his home in west
Dunn,
after the incishould be fired,
Fullerton after an
dent, the involved offiand that the police
evening out with his
cer was placed on temdepartment should
girlfriend. Confronted
porary administrative
by police in front of
leave per Department
release all body
his house, Hernandez
protocol. Thereafter,
camera footage
complied with orders
he was released back
from the incident.
to raise his empty
to his assignment in
hands, but drew a
patrol.
work knife from his
Dunn said that he did
pocket and stabbed a
reach out to the family
police dog loosed
and offered an “opporupon him by an FPD officer, who then tunity to watch the Community Critical
immediately shot Hernandez multiple Incident Brief video with me prior to
times. Hernandez died at the scene. public release. In this case, my offer to
Rotar, the police dog, was treated for a the family was declined.”
non-life-threatening wound, and cere“Hector was my neighbor and also a
monially retired from service during a son-in-law,” Donna Chadwick, who was
Fullerton City Council meeting in the at the protest, said. “I’m out here
weeks following the shooting.
because we need justice for Hector. He
The Fullerton Police Department should not have been shot in his own
released a Critical Incident Briefing front yard with his hands up. And now I
video in late June following a standard have two grandsons who have no dad.”
format instituted by the department’s
Bill Brown, who organized the
Chief Robert Dunn, wherein selected protest, was Hernandez’s neighbor and
officer body cam footage is compiled to friend. He expressed disappointment
form a narrative interspersed with that Chief Dunn and the department
explanatory comments by Chief Dunn have not released all of the body cam
and other high ranking police command footage.
officers.
“The officer runs up to a guy who’s
Lawyer Garo Mardirossian, who rep- being chewed on by a dog and decides to
resents the family of the deceased shoot two rounds into him. Isn’t that
Hernandez, is demanding all body cam excessive?” Brown said.
video from all officers present at the
Brown said he has been in communiscene, not just the footage from the cation with the District Attorney’s
Critical Incident Briefing and the addi- office, which is investigating the incitional video already released by the dent. So far, no charges have been
department. California state law requires brought against the officer involved.
that bodycam footage from officer“I have police officers in my family,
involved shootings be made public no so by no means am I anti-police,”
less than 45 days following incidents.
Brown said. “But this officer went out of
When asked if he plans on releasing control and killed a person who
all of the officers’ body cam footage, shouldn’t be dead now.”
Fullerton Police Chief Dunn told the
Kelly Williams, Hernandez’s neighbor
Observer, “As per Assembly Bill 748, who was present on the night of the inciwe have released Body Worn Camera dent, was at the protest.
footage and its attached audio that is rel“They [the FPD] did not de-escalate
evant to this incident.”
the situation, whatsoever. They just
This does not include all of the body came in very hot,” Williams said. “They
cam footage.
just came in and didn’t even give him a
When asked if he believes the officer chance to follow other commands, they
involved acted appropriately, Dunn said, didn’t use non-lethal weapons like a
“As per our Policy and Protocol, this taser to get him to the ground instead of
Officer-Involved Shooting is pending an releasing the dog.”
independent investigation by the Orange
Williams said she believes the officer
County District Attorney’s Office. The who shot Hernandez should not be on
Officer’s actions, as it relates to policy, active duty.
are also being reviewed by our Internal
When asked what he thinks needs to
Affairs Unit. We withhold judgement be done to ensure transparency and puband do not draw any conclusions until lic trust in FPD following this situation,
all facts are known and the investiga- and others like it, Chief Dunn told the
tions are complete.”
Observer via e-mail: “The Fullerton
by Jesse La Tour

Bill Brown, Hernandez’s friend and neighbor, organized the protest.
Police Department has gone to great
lengths to ensure transparency to gain
the trust of the community we serve. We
were the first agency in Orange County
to produce Community Critical Incident
Briefing videos. Continuing with our
transparency protocol with this incident,
we released relevant Body Worn
Camera footage, dispatch recordings
and photos. We also issued a Press
Release as well as maintained correspondence with media outlets, such as
the Fullerton Observer, to answer any
questions we can without compromising
the integrity of the investigation and
infringing upon any privacy laws.”

Other Families of Those
Killed by Police Join Protest
Also present at the December 5
protest were the mothers of other young
men who have been killed by police in
Orange County. They are still seeking
justice and transparency for their slain
children.
Tiffany Tabares’ son Dillan was shot
seven times and killed by a Huntington
Beach police officer in 2017.
Tabares’ lawsuit
against
the
Huntington Beach Police department is
currently on appeal.
“I want them to just look at this and
go, ‘That was a mistake. Let’s not do it
that way again. Let’s fix the situation,’”
Tabares said.
Also present at the protest was
Deanna Sullivan, whose son David
Sullivan was shot and killed by a Buena
Park police officer in 2019.

“They [Buena Park PD] didn’t try to
de-escalate the situation. They did not
try to use less than lethal force,”
Sullivan said. “They are supposed to be
public servants, serving and protecting
us, even a 19-year-old boy in crisis. So,
I want to see accountability.”
Sullivan said that accountability is
lacking for officer-involved shootings,
and that “qualified immunity” for police
officers is not a good policy. We need to
hold them accountable, and nobody’s
holding them accountable,” she said.
Christian Contreras, a lawyer representing Sullivan, has brought a civil
rights lawsuit against the Buena Park
Police Department. Contreras’ law firm
is a part of Justice X, a group of lawyers
who provide legal services to those
arrested or charged for demonstrating
against police violence.
Sullivan is a native of Orange County
who now lives in Los Angeles. She said
that she has connected with many families whose members have been victims
of police violence, in order to demand
justice and accountability. She learned
about the December 5 protest from
Theresa Smith of the Law Enforcement
Accountability Network (LEAN).
Smith’s son Caesar Cruz was killed by
an Anaheim police officer in 2009.
“There are so many families, and we
come together for protests,” Sullivan
said. “Black Lives Matter really gave a
lot of the families a platform to come
out and speak, to be strong, to be supported, and to show that it’s okay to
come out and tell your story. There’s
strength in the truth.”

The DOWNTOWN Report
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Holiday decorations in Fullerton.

Sparkle Plenty Alliteration
The famously fun, fantastic Fullerton
Sparkle Ball display is finally in full
force, and, being invited to check it out
via an all-access pass and a street-bystreet tour in a twinkly golf cart was too
much to pass up. Masked up and covered up (wow, it was just over 50
degrees, freezing for us Fullertonians),
we were joined by an even better decorated “Autoette” micro car and were
treated by pedestrians and homeowners
like Grand Marshals of a Christmas
parade. If you have not seen the expanded and overwhelming show yet, head
over to Yale Ave just off Chapman and
head north. It is amazing how much
coordination, cooperation, and work go
into this. Hooray, something to feel
good about, free, safe, and it’s close by.

Holiday Roundabout
Someone with a lot of spirit has added some holiday cheer and brightened up the
often-maligned roundabouts on Wilshire. Slow down, you move too fast.

Nancy Johnson drives an “Autoette”

Times Long Past

Photo Quiz
Last Issue:
I’m looking at you,
where am I (at right)?
Apparently, it was too easy,
Landmark Plaza on Harbor.

Indeed, 2020 needs to become auld
lang syne for our downtown, which is in
the news and experiencing more trying
times as the battle against COVID-19
continues. And continues. For many
years the Fullerton Downtown Business
Association partnered with the City of
Fullerton, along with local business
owners, to stage Winterfest. That event
brought over 10,000 people to our
downtown and exposed them all to our
Mall alternative. Can’t do that now, so

what can we do?
This year of course, everyone who
owns a business in Fullerton that sells to
the public is hopeful that you still Shop
Fullerton First. If you can, order some
takeout food while you are at it. If you
are in the giving mood, leave a generous
tip. We can get through this, there is
light at the end of the tunnel, so let’s
make sure all the great shops and restaurants are still here when that happens.

Bootleggers Offers Meals
This issue:
If you head west (left) on
the road in the middle of this
vintage photo (below), where
will you be?
Send your
answer to Mike at
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

First ten correct answers will be entered into a
drawing for a $50 gift certificate to the downtown
restaurant or retailer of your choice. Please consider buying gift certificates for yourself, family,
friends, business associates, etc. That would be a
great gift to the business and to the person you
give them to. Thanks for helping our local business owners in their time of need —Mike.

Aaron Barkenhagen of Bootlegger’s Brewery in Fullerton has released information regarding their “meals for furloughed employees” program. “We believe
COVID-19 is a real threat to both community health and the financial well being of
our community. We believe in supporting our community and employees and
believe that the best and safest way to do that at this point is to do our best at following state and local guidelines and by supporting our fellow humans in any way
we can.” A free hot meal will be offered every day at 4pm here in Fullerton for any
furloughed employee in need for as long as they can keep it going. Bootlegger’s is
located at 130 S. Highland Ave. If you can support this idea, go to the ‘Buy a furloughed employee a meal” button on their ordering system at:
https://app.upserve.com/s/bootleggers-brewery-fullerton-fullerton.

Begone
Let’s hope we can banish this language in the next few months: “During these
uncertain times, grim, quarantine, economic crisis, testing, self-isolate, social distancing, and of course PANDEMIC!” Be well.

Last Hoorah for This Year
On Sunday, December 6, there were mostly filled outdoor tables, as once again,
with the pandemic striking us hard, restaurants were about to close down for three
weeks. As you may have noticed, it was about as perfect a day as anyone could
expect—clear skies and temps in the mid 70s—so no wonder so many wanted to
escape their homes. This has been just too much for some, and sadly Vino Nostra
will be gone at the end of this year due to a number of contributing factors. Owner
Dena Bravo-David bid a fond farewell via Facebook live on the same day. I had
learned of this the night before as some of her friends were discussing it. Very sad.
We know we will see you again, Dena. Job well done. Take out is still available and
the wine club is still active, so act now.
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Pete Murrieta, Susan Keyes, Maryanne Dell, Kate Simon,
and Marie Nunez at the Fullerton Elks Lodge.

Elks Club Sponsors Pet Pantry
Fullerton Elks Lodge was recently
awarded the Beacon Grant to sponsor a
Fall 2020 “Family Fur-st Pet Food
Pantry” community support effort. This
grant is part of the Community
Investment Program of the Elks
National Foundation (ENF), which is
directed at charitable endeavors.
The $3,500 grant, recently provided to
the Lodge by ENF and funds raised by
the Lodge for a grand total of $4,300,
was then donated to Orange County
Animal Care to purchase and then distribute supplies of pet food for the pets

of families and individuals that are
struggling financially due to the economic impact of COVID-19 such as
recent job loss, and those pet owners
who are homeless.
Additionally, 14 volunteers and
friends from the Lodge prepared these
pet food supplies/packages, or participated in a drive-thru distribution effort
to the public. Over 9,000 pounds of pet
food was distributed. The Lodge was
honored to be able to partner with our
municipal government’s Animal Care
department and support our community.

Evictions Moratorium Protections Available
for both Tenants and Landlords
by Jane Reifer
Confusion surrounds many aspects of
recent rental eviction moratoriums created to assist families and businesses
that can’t pay rent due to COVID-19
health and financial complications.
Adding to the confusion is the fact that
there are three concurrent moratoriums:
City of Fullerton, State of California,
and Centers for Disease Control (CDC).
In using any of the CDC, state, or city
protections, tenants must alert landlords
in writing to qualify. Writing can be by
e-mail or text if a tenant has communicated with their landlord that way
before. None of the three entities’ protections relieve tenants of the obligation
to eventually pay all of the rent and the
state protections mandate that tenants
pay 25% of their usual rent, monthly, to
qualify.
The State protections seem to provide
more of a safety net, including a requirement for landlords to provide tenants
with a notice (declaration) to sign within
15 days of a tenant’s inability to pay.
Signing this declaration, and paying
25% of the rent, prevents eviction due to
failure to pay the full amount.
If a tenant is served with an eviction
notice (Complaint for Unlawful
Detainer), they may, within five days,
file the State declaration the landlord
was supposed to provide them with, to
show good reason for not providing it
earlier.
Residential tenants, homeowners, and
small landlords (four or fewer properties) affected by COVID-19 may find
information from the State of California
at: www.courts.ca.gov/44660.htm#tenants.

This information is in English and
Spanish and includes summary checklists and referrals to legal help. Statelevel protections are only for residential
evictions.
The City’s ordinance, unlike the state
rules, also covers commercial rental
evictions, including storage units:
www.cityoffullerton.com/evictionmoratorium. Although some storage companies are aware of the eviction moratorium, it has been reported that they are
continuing to evict tenants and auction
off tenant possessions.
The City of Fullerton still has onetime grants available of up to $1,000 to
pay residential rent. Call (714) 738-6544
from December 14-18 and 20-23 (City
Hall winter break closure is Dec 24 to
Jan 3. (bilingual)
Free Local Legal Help
•Fair Housing Foundation (bilingual)
handles Fullerton-area eviction questions: (800) 446-3247.
•Community Legal Aid SoCal (bilingual): 1-800-834-5001
CDC Info: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/evictionmoratoria-order-faqs.pdf
NOLO summary of many eviction
protections: www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/emergency-bans-on-evictionsand-other-tenant-protections-related-tocoronavirus.html.
Please email the Observer at contact@fullertonobserver.com or Friends
for a Livable Fullerton (bilingual) (714)
729-3019 or write together@savefullerton.com to report local eviction issues
you’ve experienced or heard of.

ACROSS
1. Decorative hairnet
6. Ballast Point for one
10. Bistro
14. Active-wear fabric
15. Croupier's tool
16. Indigo dye source
17. "Let me take ___ at it"
18. Mine finds
19. Pop-up breakfast brand
20. Type of salad, literally?
23. Hefty competitor
24. "___ queen!" ("Fabulous!")
25. Big race sponsor
28. Shakespearean fairy queen
31. Greek goddess of dew
33. Second of two
35. Suffix with buck
37. Arm or leg
39. "Irma la ___"
(1963 Billy Wilder film)
40. Local news forecast, literally?

DOWN
1. Chunk of concrete
2. Where Southwest Airlines is LUV
3. Prefix with -gon or -hedron
4. Animal in "The Jungle Book,"
for short
5. Indulge in casually
6. Major attack
7. Merit
8. Barely make it
9. Zip, as a Ziploc, say
10. San Francisco Chronicle
columnist Herb
11. "The Ice Storm" director Lee
12. Newton fruit
13. "Mr. Blue Sky" rock gp.
21. Premature
22. Carne ___ (burrito filling)
25. Kind of apartment
26. Beer named for a Baja city
27. Victimized, with "on"
28. Title for Bovary or Butterfly

43. Disney mermaid
44. Anglo-Saxon laborer
45. Construction area
46. Garam ___ (Indian spice mixture)
48. Remote hiding spot?
50. Brit. lexicon
51. Biblical verb ending
52. Silly Putty container
54. Alpine sight
56. Insult for someone
who wears glasses, literally?
61. ___ Beach, Fla.
64. ___ Day VitaCraves
65. Drama Desk Award cousins
66. Enterprise once known as the
California Perfume Company
67. Rear half of a griffin
68. Say yes without saying "yes"
69. Microscope part
70. Moistens, in a way
71. Decorative pitchers

29. Noah's Ark landing site
30. Word before charm or good looks
32. Gather over time
34. Plays (with)
36. Ancient Greek theaters
38. Certainly not
41. Tin Pan ___
42. "Robinson Crusoe" author
47. From way back when
49. "Tennis ___?"
53. Wish granter
55. Tim who played pro football
and pro baseball
56. Ages and ages
57. "That hurts!"
58. ___ Bailly (tax firm
started in 1917)
59. 2020, for example
60. Ballpark figs.
61. Batman after Michael
62. Christmas ___
63. Harry Potter's best friend
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board
information available by calling 714-870-2800
or visiting www.fjuhsd.net

Local Education Challenges During COVID-19
For over nine months, K-12 education
has been turned upside down due to
COVID-19, without a consistent plan to
resume life with the virus. Schools pivoted with changing State guidelines and
little federal support. Families, teachers,
and administrators are working hard to
make the best educational choices for
their children, utilizing plans created by
incorporating current data known about
this virus. Yet, with no consistent plan to
eradicate it from our lives, these choices
often lead to frustration and confusion.
Even with viable vaccines on the horizon, relief is still months in the future,
and with a wildly virulent and contagious virus coupled with the holiday
season, people’s emotions feel more
frayed than ever.
Each school district has local control
to address its unique needs, but this benefit also adds to the confusion.
Implementing different protocols to reestablish public and private education
created a dynamic and polarizing atmosphere, encouraging confusion and misinformation. There are a few differences
between the Fullerton Elementary
School District (FSD) and Fullerton
Joint Union High School District
(FJUHSD) re-opening plans.
Both school districts utilized Orange
County Health guidelines and the

Orange County Department of
Education requirements as a foundation
to their reopening plans that included
safety protocols, testing for teachers and
staff in direct contact with students,
infection thresholds to revert back to
distance learning, and implementation
of at home technology available to all
students.
These guidelines allowed leeway for
district stakeholders to create modified
classroom environment plans to reopen
the schools. School boards tentatively
approved the plans, then the different
elementary and high school teacher and
staff unions voted to amend or approve
the plans before final trustee approval
and implementation. Once a school district with an approved plan reopens, the
State guidelines changing a community
area from red back to purple will not
automatically close schools. This is for
the trustees and administrators to decide
based on individual district situations.
Schools must close if positivity rates
rise to 5% in a school or 25% districtwide. According to each district’s
COVID-19 Dashboard, as of December
12, the FSD had 41 student cases and 29
staff cases throughout the district and
the FJUHSD had 34 students and 28
staff that are dealing with positive cases
throughout the district.

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES
by Jan Youngman
Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,
1401 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton.
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400
Parents have been given options for
the Fall 2021 semester about how their
children will attend school. Students
may attend school by attending inschool classes where social distancing
will be enforced. Students may continue
to attend class over the Internet, or be
part of the new FSD home schooling
program. (This last option has students
on a waiting list.) Those parents selecting in-school attendance will have students attending school three days a week
at their school and two days a week at an
outside venue.
The District has entered into contracts
with Fullerton First Presbyterian,

Evangelical Free Church, and the City
of Fullerton Community Center Boys &
Girls Club facility for days that students
are off campus. The District is renting
classrooms from these facilities and will
be responsible for the daily cleaning of
the classrooms. Students will be bused
from their home school and brought to
the facilities and returned to the school
at the end of the day. All of these areas
are equipped with Internet access.
The District has entered an agreement
with the O.C. Superintendent of
Schools/Department of Education to
provide a unique program, "Inside the
Outdoor School Virtual Programs" at the
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Public schools are not proving to be bleshooting technology issues, working
areas of large COVID-19 virus out- to engage a fatigued and traumatized
breaks. Cases pop up, but not at an group of students (many who refuse to
alarming rate and parents at both dis- turn on their cameras), and coping with
tricts have various choices to keep their in-person safety protocols, many teachstudents healthy and participating in the ers are exhausted and feel like they are
education process. Parents can choose working two fulltime jobs.
between two main
The COVID-19 dashoptions in the high
boards provided by the
school district (disschool districts are not
tance or hybrid learnfoolproof, and both dising) and three options
tricts, like districts
As of December 12,
in the elementary disthroughout the State,
the elementary
trict (distance learndepend on timely
school district
ing, hybrid learning,
parental reporting for
had reported 41
or hybrid learning
updated case positivity
with
on-campus
rates. Schools do not
student COVID-19
care/tutoring for the
pay for student testing
cases and
alternate days).
and quarantined-but29 staff cases,
Teachers’ and supnot-tested students are
and the high
port staffs’ working
not reported on the
options are dictated
dashboards. There are
school district
by the individual
no guarantees that inhad reported 34
union Memoranda of
person protocols will
student and 28
Understanding
keep everyone safe or
staff cases.
(MOU) that members
that the State, County
voted on and agreed
or District protocols
to honor. In the FSD
will not change again in
this means that teachthe near future.
ers and staff can
Both districts have
return to the classpresented the option of
room following new safety protocols, or, reopening plans in good faith and for the
with a medical note verifying a health 30-40% of the student population who
reason to stay distanced from school have chosen to return, the plans seem to
sites staff may teach remotely, or take a be working so far.
leave of absence.
Science and school often seem
The FJUHSD teachers had the addi- immutable, but neither entity is fixed
tional option of teaching in-person and we have no choice but to keep movclasses from home while having a long- ing back and forth until this virus is
term substitute teacher in the classroom. finally under control. Then the focus
The live streaming set up by the high will shift to the monumental task of
school district has allowed for this addi- determining how to support and augtional option. All choices require addi- ment learning losses and mental health
tional commitments compared to a nor- issues caused by this extensive disrupmal teaching year. Between trou- tion.

FSD schools. Each school will conduct
their own fundraising activities to support this program. All students may
attend regardless of economic status.
This program includes "The Traveling
Scientist Program.” All programs will be
done virtually due to the pandemic. This
program allows students an opportunity
to experience and interact with science
and social science concepts.
Woodcrest School
Social Justice Program
This program provides staff with
access to training and materials from
Teaching Tolerance. Since implementing this, the campus climate has significantly improved, resulting in a more

inclusive and equitable environment.
The school collaborates with "Elevate
Education" where teachers examine
their curriculum and implement social
justice lessons in their classrooms.
The District has entered a partnership
with Swing Education to help fill classified substitute vacancies. The vacancies
will be open to Swing candidates if they
are not picked up by existing FSD substitutes. Due to COVID-19, the need for
substitute personnel has increased dramatically. The District has been unable
to fill vacancies with existing substitute
employees.
The next FSD Board Meeting is
December 15.

YOUNG OBSERVERS
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WHAT’S TRENDING

KIDS RULE!

by Irene, 9th grade

by Abigail, 5th grade

HOT CHOCOLATE BOMBS TO
SPICE UP THE HOLIDAYS

Random Acts of
Gratitude
There are many people in this world
that work hard for our country and they
sacrifice so much for us. That’s why we
should be so thankful for them. My
family went to the mall recently and we
saw some Marines in a shoe shop. I
asked them for a photo at the last minute
because I feel grateful for their service
to our country. I was so happy they said
yes. Even though they sacrifice so much
and risk their lives to protect our country, they don’t get a lot back. My random act of gratitude may not count
much but if more people would come
forward and do the same to those who

have done so much to improve or save
our lives, it will make a huge difference
in making our everyday heroes feel
appreciated.

oreo cookies, and others with a generous
amount of caramel syrup. Don’t forget
to add desired toppings for the finishing
touch. These treats are customizable,
amusing, and simple to make at home.
It’s a creative spin on traditional hot
chocolate, a classic winter drink, and the
perfect stocking-stuffer for loved ones.
For the full recipe go to...
w w w. s h a p e . c o m / h e a l t h y eating/healthy-drinks/hot-chocolatebombs-recipe

HOLIDAY WITH THE FAMILY

A GOOD READ FOR
THE WINTER BREAK
by Katie, 9th grade

I’LL GIVE YOU THE SUN
by Judy Nelson
5/5 Stars
2015 Printz Award for Excellence
Noah and Jude are twins. Noah loves
drawing, eating pizza, and painting in
his head. But no one notices that he's
falling in love with the boy next door.
Jude is a daredevil, likes to cliff-dive,
and has enough words to speak for the
both of them. But how will she ever find
her place in the world? Years later, they
are barely speaking. A dark abyss full of
secrets and lies grows between them.
They only have half the story. If they
rebuild a bridge together, they might
have a chance to remake their world.
I'll Give You the Sun is an emotional,
poignant novel about letting go and
moving on. It was so ridiculously wellwritten that after I finished, I literally
had no words and was in shock that it
was over. This whole book is art. The
way the words flow so smoothly on the
page and how they were pieced together
makes me so satisfied in a way that is
hard to explain. I suddenly turned into a
poet without knowing it. It is so thoughtprovoking. After I finished it, I had so

There’s no better way to spice up the
holiday season than with the latest food
trend—hot chocolate bombs. It’s the
perfect treat for a cold winter day. As the
spherical chocolate melts in the warm
milk, it opens up to reveal a surprise of
fluffy marshmallows and hot cocoa mix,
an entertaining delight packed into this
small goodie. With a plethora of flavors
from peanut butter to pumpkin spice,
these hot chocolate bombs are certainly
personalizable. Some enjoy stuffing
their cocoa delectations with crushed

many thoughts going through my head.
What will happen next? Why did I think
this was so boring in the first place? And
most importantly—was that really the
end? Then I debated whether to give this
book 4 or 5 stars. But this magnificent
piece of art deserves all the stars and
even the suns in the whole universe.

LET’S CELEBRATE!
by Alexandria, 10th grade

by Mateo, 7th grade

LOOKING FOR FAMILY FUN GAMES TO
PLAY DURING THE WINTER BREAK?
For most students in Fullerton, winter
break begins Friday, December 18 and
ends January 4—close to three weeks of
holiday from academics and a great
opportunity to relax. There are many
activities that one can do with family,
friends (or even a pet). However, card
games are on top of my list because I
love the enjoyment of winning games
that are always so random. You have to
think of a strategy on the spot instead of
coming into battle with one just because
you don’t know what you’re going to
get. So, for that reason, here are two of
my favorite card games that you can try
with your friends and family over the
holidays.
The first card game is called UNO, a
popular game among students.
Surprisingly, it has been around since
1971 and will celebrate its 50th year
next year. Numerous themes and versions of this card game have been created throughout the years as it continues to
entertain many people. It is one of my
all-time favorite card games. You start
out with seven cards in your hand, and
your goal is to get rid of all of them by
matching them with the card in the discard pile. The card must have either the
same color or the same number on the
discard in order to put it down. There are
also wild cards that allow you to change
the color of the next card. Don’t forget,

once you are down to just one card, you
have to say the name of the game—
UNO. This game is fun and thrilling at
times, and although it can be very long
and continuous, it is a very delightful
game to play with the whole family.
The other card game I would recommend is called EXPLODING KITTENS. This one definitely has more
spice and exhilaration to it than UNO.
You start off with a certain amount of
cards (depending on how many people
are playing) and a Defuse card. There
will be Exploding Kitten cards in the
main deck, and if you pull one, well, you
explode. The goal of this game is to be
the last one standing. The Defuse card is
used to “defuse” the bomb, and so it provides an extra bit of reassurance and is
definitely the most valuable card in the
game. Your other cards are used as
power-ups, and they all have different
abilities. Some can be combined to steal
another player’s card, some can skip
your turn and some can give you a peek
at the next few cards in the deck. My
favorite part about this game is that each
card, although they can be the same, all
have their own unique caption and an
illustration to go with it, which are all
hilarious. If you are looking for a more
goofy card game, I would recommend
this one. Chill out and enjoy!

National Free Shipping Day
December 14
Online shopping has become extremely popular during this pandemic.
However, while you’re shopping, something that might concern you is the price
of shipping for your items. It has always
been a big part of online shopping and
has often deterred customers from buying items. On December 14, however,
you don’t need to worry about shipping.
It is National Free Shipping Day, meaning that you get free shipping for whatever you buy. The majority of stores are
a part of this holiday, including Sephora,
Macy’s, Kohl’s, Walmart, and more.
This holiday started back in 2008 when
Luke Knowles noticed that the rates of
online shopping dropped as people worried about the expensive holiday ship-

ping costs. He decided that a day of free
shipping was precisely what the holiday
season needed. He started the first-ever
free shipping day on December 17. The
day earned $764 million in online sales
and was one of the highest amounts of
money made through e-commerce in the
holiday season.
To celebrate this holiday, all you need
to do is go online shopping. It’s the perfect time to buy whatever you need or
have been eyeing throughout the year.
To find the list of stores participating
in National Free Shipping Day you can
check here:
www.rakuten.com/blog/national-freeshipping-day/

australianswimschool.com
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INTERVIEW

AN INTERVIEW WITH NEWLY-ELECTED
DISTRICT 1 COUNCILMEMBER FRED JUNG
This interview has been edited for
length and clarity.
Fullerton Observer (FO): You stated in
your campaign that you were opposed to
Measure S, the failed sales tax increase.
Given Fullerton’s current dire financial
straits, what specific proposals do you
have to address the City’s revenue shortages?
Fred Jung (FJ): I’ve been going from
department to department, meeting with
all the department heads, meeting with a
lot of city employees to just gather
where we’re at—how many folks
they’ve lost in their department, how
many jobs have been furloughed, and
what’s been the operational tipping
point as a result? Do citizens now risk
getting a measurable diminishing of
their service? Are we risking so few
police officers on a certain day at a
given time that this becomes a safety
issue for our residents? So before I do
anything, I’ve got to get a handle on
where we’re at. It’s one thing to see the
[budget] numbers on paper; it’s a whole
other thing when you actually see it on
the ground. When you go into the library
and there’s no one there, it starts to really dawn on you that the previous cuts
that have already been made, and the
further cuts that are planned—these are
difficult decisions.
FO: You are the first Korean American
to be elected to Fullerton City Council.
Fullerton has a large Korean-American
community, particularly in District 1.
What unique concerns and needs do you
see among Korean Americans in your
district?
FJ: Korean Americans in general are
small business owners. When they come
here, and they’re educated in Korea,
their education doesn’t mean anything
here. So often times they’re forced to
purchase a small business where they
can dictate their own hours, and just
work, just grind away. That’s a struggle
that I’m really used to, having seen it
with my parents, having gone through it
myself. With my parents’ store, my
mother would work Christmas Day,
New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving. She
never made a Thanksgiving. It was just
constant work, and they try to do that to
make sure that their children are educated here. I think that’s a lot of what
Korean Americans struggle with here in
District 1 and Fullerton—making a living as small business owners. Often they
don’t have vacation time. Health care is
a real issue for them because they have
to figure it out on their own. This pandemic and its recession has really
impacted Korean Americans in district 1
hard. From a Korean American perspective, small businesses have really suffered.
FO: What can the City do to help?
FJ: Giving immediate help in terms of
grants that are available. The City hope-

fully will do a better job at communicating to folks about these grants. The
County has these grants, some of which
may still be available—to act as a bridge
between now and when we get out of
this pandemic. Now that we have president-elect Joe Biden, my full expectation is that the federal government can
figure out some sort of stimulus package
that will work for small business owners
and the general public.
Fred Jung
FO: On your website, you self-identify
as a small business owner. What is your
an entry-level home, the more we can
business?
uplift the poor who are in our communiFJ: I still own part of a jazz magazine,
ty, the working poor, so they can afford
All About Jazz, that I started. I’ve also
their starter house. This really works
got ownership in some stores and restaubecause it’s been proven through generrants out of state.
ations of studies that home ownership is
FO: How will you address housing
the primary way for the working poor to
affordability and renter protections?
build long-standing equity for their famFJ: There are so many interested parilies, long-standing revenue and wealth.
ties in terms of housing. It’s not just
Why wouldn’t we want to do that for
developers. There are non-profits that
everybody?
want to do sustainFO: How can Fullerton
able housing for low
balance new housing
income folks and the
needs with keeping/prohomeless. So you
tecting Fullerton’s unique
have to make sure
parks, open space and
you’re working with
Open space is
historic neighborhoods in
all of these folks. The
so finite that
both north and south
main thing is—you
Fullerton?
protecting
it
has
can’t have anybody
FJ: Open space is so
to be at the
slide through the
finite that protecting it
grate anymore. The
forefront of
has to be at the forefront
safe parking program
everybody who’s
of everybody who’s on
that they have right
Council. Once we develon
Council.
now—really great.
op on it, it’s gone forever.
Once we develop
FO: That program
You can always turn a
ends on December
on it, it’s gone
parking lot into an apart31, though.
forever.
ment building. You can’t
FJ: We’ve got to
turn a parking lot back
re-up that because
into a park. So once
you just can’t crimiwe’ve got the open space
nalize people who
that we have, we ought to
live in their cars
make every effort to prebecause they have
serve it. For me—the prinowhere else to go, especially with the
mary priority has to be open space.
economy the way it is. We’ve just got to
Secondary to that, we have to find ways
do a better job of protecting our citizens.
to find affordable housing. A lot of what
If there’s a way of encouraging our govhappens is—developers will come, City
ernor to extend the eviction moratorium,
Council approves it, and then they build.
that’s certainly something I’d be willing
And the residents go, “What just hapto do.
pened? Nobody told me this was going
FO: The City has done a fair job of
on.” I think that’s where a lot of the
approving developments that are in the
entrenched resentment comes from.
higher end of the market. The challenge
FO: Given the challenges of COVIDis on the affordable/workforce housing
19, how would you improve public parside. How do you encourage those projticipation at City Council meetings?
ects?
FJ: Our next meeting on December 15
FJ: Low income/affordable housing
will be at the Fullerton Community
does not denigrate the value of your
Center—a much larger facility than
home at all, and in fact will end up
council chambers at City Hall. There
increasing the value of your home.
will be double the capacity for folks to
Everybody’s real estate theory is that if a
be in the audience, socially-distanced. I
million dollar home is built across the
don’t like time limits for public comstreet from me, my home value will
ments. For the sake of meetings not lastautomatically go up. That’s not the case.
ing until four in the morning, I underThat’s not how the real estate market
stand the time constraints. But two minworks. A house is worth what someone
utes—you can’t get your point across in
will pay for it, not what Zillow says it’s
two minutes. I’d like to see that extendworth. So the more we can uplift young
ed, perhaps.
folks in our community who want to buy
FO: I’ve heard complaints from people who submit eComments or write emails to Council that are not read during the meetings.
FJ: I’ve heard that too. We as
Councilmembers can make sure that the
City Clerk reads every one. I recognize
that under the previous Council, they
just wanted to move the process along so
they’d ask the City Clerk to summarize
the eComments. It’s really hard to summarize all those e-mails and
eComments. So a lot of it just slips
through the cracks. So I think we can
avoid that by saying, “Let’s read every
one.”

MID DECEMBER 2020
FO: Can all of Coyote Hills still be
saved?
FJ: Absolutely. It’s going to take a lot
of political will from folks who are in
higher
office
than
me,
like
Assemblywoman Quirk-Silva who was
instrumental in purchasing the parcels
that we’ve already purchased. Senator
Josh Newman’s bill SB714 would have
purchased all of it, but he got recalled
and that money went into the wind. I
think there is great hope, actually. I feel
more hopeful now that we can get it all
preserved than I did prior to the election.
Anyone who is a State officeholder, the
one thing you want them to do is to bring
money back to our district. And they’re
both really great at that so I look forward
to working with them.
FO: Would you support a Citizen’s
Police oversight commission?
FJ: Should there be transparency in the
police department? Absolutely. Are they
working towards that? They’re getting a
lot better at it. Expanding commissions
is a huge priority for me. There’s equity
in that. The prior council took all of
these commissions that our city had and
pared them down to five. There used to
be more commissioners. That’s just better—more public participation, better
representation. It helps with public trust,
it helps with transparency, so that’s a
real priority for me. In fact, that is my
first priority—find more equitable representation by expanding these commissions and increasing them.
FO: What are your top priorities on
Council? Do you intend to introduce
new items? What are they?
FJ: Equity and representation are critical factors for me. I think we have to
really explore all the potential possibilities to try to make sure that we don’t fall
below a level of service to the point
where it starts impacting our citizens. So
that’s why I’m studying right now.
These are the two things I can do right
away: equity in terms of commission
and committee appointments, and better
representation, and also to make sure
that I get a real handle on where we’re at
services-wise.
FO: How will you communicate and
connect with your constituents?
FJ: I’m extraordinarily accessible. I’ll
give out my personal number and e-mail
to whomever asks. But beyond that,
starting next year, if we’re in the pandemic still, I’d like to do virtual town
halls.
FO: You have received a lot of backlash for your decision to support
Dunlap, not Zahra, for Mayor Pro Tem
when you were first sworn into office. In
hindsight, would you still have done
this? Why did you do it?
FJ: I got a lot more backlash on that
than I had anticipated. It was simply
reaching across the aisle. While the outgoing councilmembers were having
their ceremonial pat on the back, congratulations, the whole time they kept
ignoring Councilman Whitaker. They
didn’t allow him to speak…and it really
took me aback. It saddened me that politics is this way. So it was just reaching
across the aisle and showing some grace
and togetherness on working together. If
I were to do it again, I probably would
have run it by a few people first, just to
kind of check the water temperature.
FO: Was it a spur-of-the-moment
thing?
FJ: Yeah, it really was. I decided to do
it while I was sitting there. I didn’t discuss it with anyone. I just thought it
would be a good gesture—that the two
incoming City Council members are
dedicated to working together.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH NEWLY-ELECTED
DISTRICT 2 COUNCILMEMBER NICK DUNLAP
This interview has been edited for
length and clarity.
Fullerton Observer (FO): You have
received campaign large campaign contributions from property owners groups
and persons like California Real Estate
PAC, the Apartment Assn. of Orange
County, of which you are a board member. As someone who appears to be on
the side of landlords, how will you balance that with the needs and struggles of
renters?
Nick Dunlap (ND): My background,
coming from the real estate investment
business, I understand the importance of
property rights and some of the threats
to property rights. Whether my focus is
more on renters or property owners, I
think the reality is that as someone who
has been a renter and someone who is a
property owner and works in that business, I’m sympathetic to both sides, and
I think that actually makes me more
qualified or capable of being somebody
who is in the middle and can actually listen and then work to help.
FO: There have been calls in
Fullerton for rent stabilization. I’m sure
you’re aware of the Rancho La Paz
Mobile Home Park situation. I get the
impression that you’re not in favor of
rent stabilization measures.
ND: That’s true. You will occasionally
hear these anecdotal stories that make
the news. In a case like Rancho La Paz,
I think the approach that was taken after
the property owner kind of scaled things
back, and then went back to some of the
tenants at the park—he had a pretty balanced or modest approach to things
where he said, “I will try to subsidize as
many of you as I can.”
FO: But the main reason why he [John
Saunders, the owner] really came to the
table was because all these seniors were
showing up at Council meetings. It
seems like without the pressure of some
of the seniors, some of whom were very
elderly and disabled, wheeling themselves over to City Hall—that doesn’t
seem like the ideal way to resolve these
things.
ND: I agree. Had they rolled out the
final plan at the beginning, I don’t think
we would have seen the issues or that
outpouring of opposition that we did. If
that would have been the initial
approach, I think things would have
been different.
FO: How can Fullerton balance new
housing needs with keeping/protecting
Fullerton’s unique parks, open space
and historic neighborhoods in both
north and south Fullerton?
ND: It is interesting because on one
hand, people complain that housing is
too expensive and it’s out of reach, but
you also have people who complain
about new development. The reality is
that this is a simple situation of supply
and demand that drives pricing. If we
want to make housing more affordable,
we need to build more housing. The
housing market is local, and so the fact
that we have State legislation driving
some of these things I think is not good
for us. I think it’s important for cities
and municipalities to be able to control
their own housing policy. So I think we
need to retain local control over the
housing policy. I want to support getting
information out to the public as far in
advance as possible, so people can really
dig in, ask any questions they have, so
there can be a better discussion at

Council meetings about how we can better work together to do these things.
FO: That public participation process
is currently much more difficult because
of COVID-19 restrictions in terms of
meeting accessibility.
ND: There was a good article recently
that summarized what different cities are
doing to deal with this. They said some
cities actually had conference calls—
trying to deal with people trying to call
Nick Dunlap
in and make comments. While we’re not
that bad, I certainly think that we can do
more. If anything, we should be able to
FO: How else can the City deal with
use technology to enhance [participa- its revenue problems?
tion]—it shouldn’t be a takeaway of
revenue perspective, the economic
what services are provided.
FO: Do you support Fullerton’s navi- development is going to help take care
gation center? What do you see as the of that. There are a number of projects in
top solutions to Fullerton (and Orange the City’s pipeline that are coming
through. The Kimberly Clark project
County’s) homeless crisis?
ND: I think the City has actually taken will have a significant impact. Our focus
a really good approach to addressing is often on revenue, but we don’t look at
homelessness. The City is working on expenses. That’s where I think we can
this, the County is working on this, the really make some adjustments and
changes,
whether
State is working on
that’s looking at outthis, and I think in
sourcing some personsome cases we’re
nel functions across
even seeing some pridepartments. This also
vate sector solutions
One of the biggest
may require us lookthrough partnerships
ing at regionalizing
with the United Way
things we can do to
and other non-profits.
get our economy back some things—talking
to people in Placentia,
This is a really big and
on track is to re-open
La Habra, or Brea, or
challenging issue, and
our economy. We can
Buena Park, and figurit takes everybody
ing out how we could
working together to
wear masks, we can
potentially
band
solve the problem.
practice social
together to provide
FO: What do you
distancing, we can
better services and
envision for Coyote
allow people to dine
also obtain better pricHills?
ing as a result of that
ND: I think the
at restaurants,
for some of these servapproved plan is likego shopping, and
ices that we’re providly what will go forconduct business in
ing.
ward there. We need
person with proper
FO: With regard to
to keep the pressure
the budget, it seems
on so they deliver the
protections in place.
there are two eletrails. There was a
phants in the room—
small groundbreaking
police and fire. Those
recently, but we need
are the biggest budget
to make sure they’re
held accountable and we get trails up on expenditures. You talk about everything
the west Coyote Hills site. I don’t think being on the table. Does that include the
police and fire?
there’s anything else to revisit there.
ND: We have to look at everything.
FO: You stated in your campaign that
you were opposed to Measure S, the That’s not a personal attack on any
failed sales tax increase. Given employee or employee class, or employFullerton’s current dire financial straits, ee unit, it’s just a simple truth. We have
what specific proposals do you have to to do what we can to make sure that our
city is financially solvent and can conaddress the City’s revenue shortages?
ND: First and foremost, I think one of tinue to function. That’s not only the
the biggest things we can do to get our City Council doing its due diligence to
economy back on track is to re-open our make sure that we’re taking the steps
economy. I think we can wear masks, we toward balancing the budget, that’s also
can practice social distancing, we can doing the hard work, like getting bids
allow people to dine at restaurants, go for different services provided to the
shopping, and conduct business in per- City.
FO: Is there political pressure to cut
son with proper protections in place.
I was really disappointed to see the some things and not others?
ND: I’m sure there will be. I think I’d
second shut-down, because I think the
longer this happens, the bigger impact be naive to believe there wouldn’t be. A
on our economy, and unfortunately on lot of times people make cuts where they
peoples’ lives. It’s disheartening. I was feel there’s the least amount of pressure
on Facebook yesterday, and a good or they’re going to have limited pushfriend is shutting down her business at back. The reality is if we continue to
the end of the year. You hear these sto- operate this way it is not sustainable.
ries across town, and in some cases And I think failure to jump in and make
we’re seeing the windows shuttering. important changes, or make substantive
My fear is that this throws our state into changes, is going to lead the city on a
path to financial ruin or bankruptcy.
a deep recession.
FO: Would you support a Citizen’s
FO: You talk about re-opening the
economy, but that’s not up to the City. Police oversight commission? Why or
why not?
City Council doesn’t decide that.
ND: I think a Citizens’ Police
ND: That’s true. Well, it’s something
Oversight Commission can actually help
we can push for.
ND: Looking at tax revenue from a the police do a better job. It’s an outside

body that would be able to provide some
insight and feedback. Clearly, the police
are the professionals. They would be
involved in that process as well, but I
actually think it’s something that the
police might welcome. Chief Dunn is
doing a good job, and the police department today is not what it was 10 years
ago during the Kelly Thomas tragedy.
There are some important steps that
have been taken to get the department
back on track and if we can support that
through police oversight, that would be
great.
FO: Given the challenges of COVID19, how will you communicate and connect with your constituents?
ND: We will eventually get back to
normalcy and so we will do what was
my intention, which is having weekly
office hours and coffee at set times
where people can meet with me. And
then also doing walk-and-talks where
we’re meeting in a neighborhood and
actually going for a walk and hearing
about concerns that are important to the
neighborhood. Until we get back to a
place where we can do that, I’m available via telephone and email.
FO: What are your top priorities on
Council? Do you intend to introduce
new items? What are they?
ND: Certainly the City’s finances—
getting them back on track is number
one. Roads, streets, and infrastructure is
number 2, and maintaining public safety
is number 3.
As far as proposing new things, a lot
of that will be determined by how long
the pandemic endures. But if we get into
a situation where there are more business closures and people are going out
of business and looking to get back in
business, there might be some things
that we can do as a City entrepreneurially to work with landlords and the incoming business tenants, to expedite
processes, whether they are permit
inspections or planning processes.
FO: You voted for yourself to be
Mayor Pro Tem during your first
Council meeting, a vote that broke with
newly-established protocols, under
which councilmember Ahmad Zahra
was next in line. Why did you vote this
way?
ND: As you pointed out, that was a
newly-established policy, not a law, and
it was a policy that I don’t necessarily
agree with as someone who wanted to
run for office and get involved. This has
nothing to do with Ahmad. He and I get
along and are going to be able to work
together on the Council, and same for
Jesus, Fred, and Bruce. I have important
business and leadership skills that can
help us here. After Fred had nominated
me and Bruce seconded, I kind of took
that as a sign that, “you’ll do good in
this role, and you can get involved and
help.” So that’s why I supported myself
in that. It’s important to note that the
City has real serious issues, so I saw that
as a way for me to get more involved
and to help.
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Fullerton’s Housing Needs
by Karen Alvarado

Housing in Southwest Fullerton.

LA VOZ LATINA
a Spanish Language column

Las necesidades de vivienda de Fullerton
por Karen Alvarado
La Ciudad de Fullerton se está embarcando en la actualización 2021-2029 del
Elemento de Vivienda del Plan General.
El elemento de vivienda identifica las
necesidades de vivienda de Fullerton y
establece metas y objetivos claros.
Ahora es el momento de que Fullerton
lidere el camino en la adopción de soluciones creativas para producir viviendas
accesibles y a precios de mercado, pero
todavía nos queda un largo camino por
recorrer para abordar por completo la
crisis de la vivienda. El Elemento de
Vivienda es nuestra oportunidad de
abordar las necesidades de vivienda de
Fullerton a través de políticas significativas y eficaces. Para ser verdaderamente valiosa, la Actualización del
Elemento de Vivienda requiere una participación pública y aportes de personas
como usted. Lo invitamos a que se asocie en este trabajo.
Durante los próximos meses, se compartirá muchas oportunidades para participar en la actualización del Elemento
de Vivienda. Conozca la actualización
del Elemento de Vivienda en una
reunión virtual por zoom de a principios
de 2021. Se estarán organizando talleres
públicos, audiencias y oportunidades de
participación que se llevarán a cabo
durante el proceso de Actualización del
Elemento de Vivienda en Fullerton.
Estos tipos de reuniones se están llevando a cabo en diferentes ciudades del
Condado de Orange. Hace un par de
semanas, líderes comunitarios de nuestros vecinos del sur - Anaheim se
reunieron con el miembro del concilio el
Dr. Jose F. Moreno para conocer más de
cómo este proceso está involucrando al
público. Es importante que la comunidad de Fullerton participe de la misma

manera con los diferente miembros del
concilio para así poder ser parte de la
solución de la crisis de vivienda en nuestra ciudad.
El Estado de California requiere que
Fullerton actualice el Elemento de
Vivienda de la Ciudad cada ocho años.
El elemento actual, que fue adoptado en
2013, servirá como base para este
esfuerzo de actualización. El Elemento
Vivienda actual se enmarca en cuatro
objetivos:
● Una ciudad donde la producción y
preservación de viviendas resultan en un
suministro adecuado de viviendas en
propiedad y de alquiler que son seguras,
saludables y asequibles para personas de
todos los niveles de ingresos, razas,
edades y adecuadas para sus diversas
necesidades.
● Una ciudad en la que la vivienda
ayuda a crear vecindarios seguros, habitables y sostenibles.
● Una ciudad donde haya oportunidades de vivienda para todos sin discriminación.
● Una ciudad comprometida con
acabar y prevenir los que no tienen
hogar.
Para más información de cómo participar favor de comunicarse con la organizadora comunitaria de OCCCO, Karen
Alvarado karen@occcopico.org.
Reflexión: “El futuro de la humanidad
no está únicamente en manos de los
grandes líderes, las grandes potencias y
las élites. Está fundamentalmente en
manos de los pueblos y en su capacidad
de organización. Está en sus manos, que
puedan orientar con humildad y convicción este proceso de cambio. Estoy con
usted. Digamos juntos de corazón: no
hay familia sin vivienda, no hay trabajador rural sin tierra, no hay trabajador
sin derechos ”- Papa Francisco

The city of Fullerton is embarking on
the 2021-2029 update of the Housing
Element of the General Plan. The
Housing Element identifies Fullerton's
housing needs and sets clear goals and
objectives. Now is the time for Fullerton
to lead the way in adopting creative
solutions to produce affordable and market-priced housing, but we still have a
long way to go to fully address the housing crisis. The Housing Element is our
opportunity to address Fullerton's housing needs through meaningful and effective policies. To be truly valuable, the
Housing Element Update requires public participation and input from people
like you. We invite you to join us in this
work.
Over the next several months, many
opportunities will be shared to participate in the Housing Element update.
Learn about the Housing Element
update at an open house Zoom virtual
meeting in early 2021. Public workshops, hearings, and engagement opportunities will be held during the Housing
Element Update process in Fullerton.
These types of meetings are taking
place in different cities in Orange
County. A couple of weeks ago, community leaders from our southern neighbors
in Anaheim met with councilmember
Dr. Jose F. Moreno to learn more about
how this process is engaging the public.
It is important that the Fullerton community participate in the same way with
the different members of the Council in
order to be part of the solution to the
housing crisis in our city.
The state of California requires
Fullerton to update the City's Housing
Element every eight years. The current

element, which was adopted in 2013,
will serve as the basis for this upgrade
effort. The current Housing Element is
framed by four objectives:
● A city where the production and
preservation of homes results in an adequate supply of rental and home ownership that is safe, healthy, and affordable
for people of all income levels, races,
ages, and suitable for their diverse
needs.
● A city where housing helps create
safe, livable, and sustainable neighborhoods.
● A city where there are housing
opportunities for all without discrimination.
● A city committed to ending and preventing homelessness.
Reflection: “The future of humanity
does not lie solely in the hands of great
leaders, the great powers, and the elites.
It is fundamentally in the hands of peoples and in their ability to organize. It is
in their hands, which can guide with
humility and conviction this process of
change. I am with you. Let us together
say from the heart; no family without
housing, no rural worker without land,
no laborer without rights” -Pope Francis
For more information on how to get
involved, please contact OCCCO's community organizer, Karen Alvarado
karen@occcopico.org.
Orange
County
Congregation
Community Organization (OCCCO) is a
multi-faith, faith-based community
organization that works to empower
individuals and congregations to use
their voice to make positive, lasting
change within low-income communities
of color. Visit www.occcopico.org.
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VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2020

Placentia Past Preserved in
Historic Water Tower
Driving east down Chapman Avenue the website, “the water tower was part of
past Fullerton’s city limits, it’s hard not the Placentia Domestic Water Co. inauto notice the 110-foot-tall water tower gurated by A.S. Bradford. Water was
that announces Placentia as an “All pumped to the tower from wells on the
American City.” The 50,000-gallon northwest corner of Bradford Ave. and
water tower, located close to the City’s Crowther Ave. The availability of water
downtown district, can even be seen in a and the arrival of the railroad conpassing glance if you happen to be look- tributed to the development of the
ing in the right direction as you drive Placentia townsite.” Customers would
down the 57 Freeway. It is definitely have to visit a building at the corner of
noticeable, and its presence is a source Crowther and Bradford Aves. to pay
of city pride for quite a few Placentia their water bills. This also happened to
residents. I wanted to find out more be the site where Placentia Well #1 was
about the history of the water tower, and located. The well pumped water into the
with help from Michelle
water tower and supplied
Meades, History Room
domestic
water
to
Librarian
at
the
Placentia. Irrigation water
Placentia
Library
was supplied from the
The water tower,
District, I was able to
Tuffree reservoir.
discover how the water
Since the water tower is
built in 1935,
tower has roots in
so
noticeable and so perwas constructed
Placentia’s past.
manent in a frequently
to replace two
According to a 1997
changing
town,
the
smaller tanks,
Los Angeles Times artiPlacentia City Council
cle by Esther Schrader,
voted to declare it a histhat had been
titled
“Placentia
toric landmark in 1991.
erected by a
Looking Up in Quest for
“It’s the heritage, it’s the
pioneering
Landmarks,” the water
agricultural and growing,
Placentia farmer
tower, built in 1935,
booming city that this tank
was constructed “to
represented—growth in
named Albert
replace two smaller
community and water
Sumner Bradford. the
tanks, built entirely of
to the community,” Ken
redwood, that had been
Vecchiarelli with the
erected by a pioneering
Golden
State
Water
Placentia farmer named
Company said on KNX
Albert Sumner Bradford. Bradford 1070’s News radio program On Your
helped lay out the City’s streets, brought Corner in 2014. “The tower used to be
the railroad to Placentia and…owned a orange and green, and I’m surmising
water company whose holdings were that that might have been partially
eventually bought out by Southern because of the citrus groves and grain
California Water Co. in 1929.” community. You need the water to keep
According to a 2013 Orange County things green and growing.” The tower
Register article by Louis Casiano, also provided fire protection but was
before the tower was built in 1935, “a drained and taken out of commission
system of ditches supplied water for years later.
agriculture and a series of small water
The tower is now empty and has not
towers were built to get water to resi- stored water since 1993 when Golden
dents.” This water container replaced State Water Co. made the decision that it
earlier towers built to serve the original no longer needed elevated water storage
townsite because it was set up on such after constructing large underground
tall stilts that it dramatically increased pipes that run throughout Orange
Placentia’s water pressure and allowed County. It’s important to note that in the
the City to grow agriculturally.
years following local historic landmark
Through the Placentia Library’s designation, the tower began to fall into
History Room website, I was directed to disrepair. Its unflattering outward
Calisphere, a website hosted by the State appearance may have been caused by
Library, among other libraries and insti- oxidation from smog and weather wear.
tutions in California that provides an There were also plenty of pigeon dropexcellent way to view digital collections pings and grime on the tower’s slanted
from the comfort of your home. On the roof. Local teenagers also began scaling
Calisphere website, I found five histori- it on bets. At that time, the city of
cal photos of the water tower. According Placentia was preoccupied with trying to
to one of the photo captions provided by revitalize the businesses within its
the Placentia Library District through downtown area and wasn’t paying too

At left:
Placentia Round
Table Women's Club
clubhouse about 1913
showing original
water tanks.
Collection:
Placentia Local History
Photograph Collection
Owning Institution:
Placentia Library District
Source: Calisphere

much attention to the tower.
However, in 1996, water company
officials decided to fix up the historic
landmark. According to Esther
Schrader’s 1997 Los Angeles Times article, “At a cost of $3,500, they cleaned
and repainted the tower. They installed
lights to illuminate it at night and a gate
to keep climbers off.” In 1997, it appears
that the tower finally received a long
deserved local landmark plaque and ceremony.
When I drove by the tower on an early
morning toward the beginning of
December, I found it hard not to notice
the red, white, and blue shield painted
on the tank itself with the words,
“Placentia All America City,” a designation from the Denver-based National
Civic League. In 1971, Placentia was
awarded the prestigious title of “All
America City,” which is given out annually by the Civic League to ten cities in
the United States.
I wondered if the city of Fullerton ever
had a major water tower like Placentia
had, so I decided to check with the
Fullerton Public Library History Room.

“We must’ve had them in town, but I’d
imagine they are all gone now,” said
Cheri Pape, Local History Archivist at
the Fullerton Public Library, via email.
“They were just there, as needed, until
they weren’t.” She shared with me a
photograph from 1948 of a water tower
located in the Northgate Heights area of
Fullerton, just north of Lions Field on
Brea Boulevard at Lemon. Oddly
enough, there was a fake water tower
added in a 1990 restoration of the historic Cusick House on Amerige.
While Fullerton may not have had a
prominent historic water tower,
Placentia certainly did and still does,
even though it no longer contains water.
So, the next time you pass by Placentia,
whether it’s down Chapman or on the 57
Freeway, be sure to be on the lookout for
this historic landmark.
To see historic photographs of the
water tower compared to what it looks
like today, please visit www.fullertonobserver.com and click on the tab labeled
“Local.” Underneath that tab, click on
“Emerson Little YouTube Channel,”
which will take you directly to my page.

ARTS
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HITS
&
MISSES

by Joyce Mason © 2020

MANK: A HIT AND A MISS
To reflect the era of films made in
early 1940s Hollywood, “Mank” is shot
in black and white. It features Academy
Award winner Gary Oldman as Mank,
nickname for Herman J. Mankiewicz, a
transport from the east coast now writing screenplays in Hollywood. Known
for his intellect and prodigious talent, he
is also a reckless gambler and heavy
drinker.
Injured in an auto accident that has
left him immobilized in a full-length leg
cast, Mank is recovering on a guest
ranch in Victorville tended by a physical
therapist (Monika Gossmann) and a
first-rate secretary (Lily Collins) to
record the screenplay he is writing.
Producer John Houseman (Sam
Troughton) pressures Mank to finish the
script that will star Orson Welles (Tom
Burke).
Like the screenplay Mank is writing,
this movie, directed by David Fincher,
moves back and forth in time, focusing
earlier, in the 1930s, when Mank
became acquainted with William
Randolph Hearst (Charles Dance) and
his paramour Marion Davies (a luminous Amanda Seyfried). This friendship
entails visits to Hearst’s Castle, where
some of Davies’ movies are filmed.
“Mank” also focuses on the California

gubernatorial election of 1934 when
Upton Sinclair was running for
Governor. Sinclair is supported by
Mankiewicz, a liberal, but opposed by
all the major movie moguls, such as
Louis B. Mayer and Irving Thalberg,
who saw Sinclair as a threat to capitalism. As a result, Republican Frank
Merriam won that election.
Although Mank is doubting the worth
of the screenplay he is writing,
Houseman comes to the desert to read it
and declares the script the best work
Mank has ever done. With some editing
for length, this script turns out to be the
movie “Citizen Kane,” which won the
Academy Award for best screenplay in
1942.
Although the acting is solid throughout the film, “Mank” is not a movie for
all audiences. It suffers somewhat from
a reliance on the mystique surrounding
the making and filming of “Citizen
Kane” as well as the talents of Orson
Welles, and its allusions to Hearst. One
wonders about the relevance of these
issues in twenty-first century America.
Also, lines that are supposed to be witty
may not be found amusing to contemporary audiences.
“Mank” can be seen on Netflix.

FREE DISCUSSION
SOCIETY
VIRTUAL EVENT
DECEMBER 17

The Muck presents
'Darden' for a
Drive-in Christmas
Concert

Discussion Topic:
“How has the concept of
whiteness in America
affected your life?"
Free Discussion Society is a moderated discussion platform for the people.
The format is very simple, every
attendee that wants to speak will get an
allotted time to do so, after that round
the host will ask questions in response to
opinions presented, and the last round
there will be an open discussion with
attendees being called on by the host.
We hope to keep the discussion respectful, there will be zero tolerance for any
personal attacks and disrespect.
To participate email:
freediscussionsociety@gmail.com
or visit
www.freediscussionsociety.com

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center
presents Darden for the center's last
Drive-in concert of the year on Friday,
December 18. A local favorite, Darden
is made up of four sibling singer-songwriters who have honed a unique
Americana sound. Regular performers
at The Muck, this will be their third holiday show at the center. The Muck has
invited several local artists to set up outdoor booths for guests to shop fine arts
and crafts. Vendors, staff and guests are
required to wear face masks anytime
they are outside of a vehicle. The concert begins at 7pm, with gates opening
at 6pm. Tickets are $30 per vehicle and
are on sale on The Muck's website:
TheMuck.org. The Muckenthaler
Cultural Center is located at 1201 W
Malvern Ave, Fullerton.
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AMMONITE: TWO HITS

Although taking place one century and her mother (Gemma Jones) struggle
earlier than “Mank,” “Ammonite” has to live on the modest income from her
themes about empowerment for women fossil sales.
in the sciences that are more relevant
A gentleman arrives with his young
today than they were in the 1840s. In wife, Charlotte ( Saoirse Ronan), to visit
England during the nineteenth century, a Mary’s shop before heading off on a sixburgeoning interest in natural science week paleontological tour of the contimanifested itself through the hobbies nent. Charlotte, recovering from a recent
and pursuits of both unimiscarriage, is physically
versity-educated and selfweak and emotionally sadeducated lay persons .
dened, so her husband asks
Living in Dorset, where
Mary if he can leave
“Ammonite’ has
the beaches are covered
Charlotte with her so that
themes about
with loose shale stones,
the brisk sea air will
empowerment
historically accurate Mary
strengthen and revive his
Anning (Kate Winslet)
ailing wife. Not eager to
for women in
pursued a passion for findbe troubled with the care of
the sciences that
ing fossilized prehistoric
a house guest, Mary agrees
are more
creatures embedded in
only after he offers her a
relevant today
these stones.
generous sum of money.
than they were
We first meet Mary tugBoth writer and director,
in the 1840s
ging on a boulder that
Francis Lee uses the outcrashes below her reveallines of this story but
ing the coiled, chambered
through his own imaginaspiral of a Jurassic Age
tion, he creates between
ammonite. As a self-taught paleontolo- these two women an antipathy that
gist, Mary knows the scientific value of eventually evolves into admiration and,
such a find. She and her mother sell her ultimately, carnal desire. However,
unearthed fossils in a small shop in “Ammonite” would not have worked as
Lyme Regis. ( Some of her found fossils an engaging movie if it weren’t for
still reside in the British Museum.) In Winslet’s and Ronan’s acting skills.
the 1840s, paleontology was a popular Their subtle glances and small gestures
hobby within the leisure class and convey meaning and emotion even with
Mary’s shop became a destination for little dialogue.
gentlemen without the time or inclina“Ammonite” can be seen through
tion to do their own digging. But Mary Video on Demand.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

Page 16 FULLERTON OBSERVER

Fullerton
Observer
The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is
staffed mainly by local volunteers who
create, publish, and distribute the paper
throughout our community.
This venture is a not-for-profit one revenues are plowed back into maintaining and improving our independent, nonpartisan, non-sectarian community newspaper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton
residents about the institutions and other
societal forces which most impact their
lives, so that they may be empowered to
participate in constructive ways to keep
and make these private and public entities
serve all residents in lawful, open, just,
and socially-responsible ways. Through
our extensive coverage, we seek to promote a sense of community and an appreciation for the values of diversity with
which our country is so uniquely blessed.
____________________________
10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer
are distributed throughout Fullerton
and sent through the mail to subscribers
every two weeks except only once
in January, July & August.

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE
Subscriptions are $35 per year.
Sign up and pay with Credit Card at
www.fullertonobserver.com
or by check with name & address to:
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834-7051
________________________________

HOW TO ADVERTISE
Call 714-525-6402, or email
contact@fullertonobserver.com
or visit us online at
www.fullertonobserver.com
________________________________

SUBMISSIONS:
Submissions on any topic of interest
are accepted from Fullerton residents.
We strive to get something about
everything in but shorter pieces do have
a better chance of getting in.
Email: contact@fullertonobserver.com
________________________________
• STAFF•
• EDITOR: Jesse La Tour
•CHIEF DIGITAL OFFICER: Mehul Desai
•ADVERTISING: Saskia Kennedy
•REPORTERS: Jane Rands,
Matthew Leslie, Jane Reifer,
Judith Kaluzny, Lance Langdon,
Divia Swendson
• DATABASE MANAGER: Jane Buck
• COPY EDITOR: Terry Hendricks
• PROOF READER: Christine Romer
• DISTRIBUTION: Irene Kobayashi,
Marjorie Kerr, Leslie Allen
•DELIVERY: Victor Cortes
•ROVING REPORTER: Jere Greene
• COUNCIL REPORT: Jane Reifer
• DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto
• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:
Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno
•YOUTH EDITOR: Francine Vudoti
•POLITICAL COMMENTARY:
Jonathan Dobrer, Vince Buck
•CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey
•PHOTOGRAPHERS:
Jere Greene, Mike Ritto
•SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko
•GARDENING: Penny Hlavac
• MOVIE REVIEW: Joyce Mason
• THEATRE REVIEWS: Angela Hatcher
•VIDEO OBSERVER: Emerson Little
Created & Published in Fullerton
by local volunteers since 1978
Published by Fullerton Observer LLC

COMMUNITY VOICES

Out of My Mind
by Jon Dobrer © 2020

The Sun Also Rises
This is the season, the time on our cal- Europe, Latin America, Africa, and
endars when we see the days grow short Asia. We see instability, that often pushand the sky turn dark ever earlier. These es people into accepting the false stabilare the times when, since the beginning ity hawked by despots in Hungary,
of humanity, we have both trembled at Poland, and Russia.
the encroaching darkness and affirmed
We see the approaching end of
our faith that the sun would rise again, Germany’s Merkle, the weakness of
the days would grow longer and France’s Macron, the flailing of Great
warmer, and both life and spirit would Britain’s Boris Johnson. Where is there
return.
stability? Not in Spain, Italy, or Greece.
It is no accident that we have Festivals
Meanwhile, China is getting very
of Light in and around the winter sol- aggressive, building artificial islands in
stice. It is no accident that December 25 the South China Sea, establishing vilis the Birthday of Mithra, prophet of lages in disputed territories with India,
Zoroastrianism, as well as Saturn and strangling what’s left of democracy in
Jesus. And yes, even Chanukah cele- Hong Kong and locking up, “re-educatbrates that the Light does not go out and ing” and sterilizing millions of its
against the odds burns on.
Muslim population.
The Chanukiah (the 8Our own democracy
branched
Chanukah
trembles as a bad faith
Menorah) shares imagery
(in my view) effort is
While this could
with Yule logs and everbeing waged to overturn
certainly be the
green trees. And yes,
an election that was not
lights of hope and affirclose either in the popu“winter of our
mation are also lit for
lar vote or the electoral
discontent,” and
Kwanzaa and Divali. We
vote. That it will fail, in
we could dwell in
do not curse the darkness
all likelihood, is only
anger and
but challenge it with our
mildly comforting. What
own light.
is disturbing is our new
despair, this
The seasons of the
knowledge of the fragiligains us nothing.
skies and the seasons of
ty of our institutions,
The sun will
our hearts are related. We
morés, and guardrails.
keep its promise.
both quake at the darkThat is part of winter’s
ness and believe in the
reality. However, there is
spring. This is the great
also a springtime of
gift of the human spirit,
hope. So far, we are
that in the cold of winter
being saved by our
we believe in the persistence of hope courts—State, Federal, and Supreme.
and life. We build fires to warm our- We are learning that there are people,
selves and make joyful noises to sing appointed by Bush, Obama, and Trump,
hymns of celebration while knowing who indeed have allegiance to the
there is much to endure and much we Constitution and not a party or individcan do to survive the cold and dark, so ual.
that we see the spring and celebrate the
All is not bleak. I firmly believe if
realization of our faith in the re-birth of President Trump were to attempt a selfthe earth with Easter, Passover, and pardon, the Supreme Court would unanSukkoth.
imously reject it. Self-pardoning would
But today, it is neither spring, nor is it fundamentally end our form of governhopeless. These are dark and challeng- ment and literally put the President, any
ing times. There is much to fear, from an President, above the law. If Trump could
election that won’t end (and politicians shoot someone on 5th Avenue and get
already planning and plotting 2022 and away with it by pardoning himself, we
2024) to a pandemic killing more people would officially devolve into an authoron our soil every day than died on 9/11. itarian state. This would be against the
We have reason to fear the growth of the traditions of common law and the intent
toxic mix of populism, nationalism, and of the Founders, and the conservative
ethnic identity, not just here but all over Constitutional Originalists on the court
the world.
would see this and reject it. Besides,
We see nations turning xenophobic would they want to put self-pardoning
and nationalistic, moving from democ- into the hands of every subsequent presracy to authoritarianism in Eastern ident, Republican and Democrat? I’m

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the community. The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions
are those of the writer. We must verify your identity, but we allow initials only and town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in print if a
reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. Opinions sent
to us without name, address and phone number will not be printed. Due
to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of getting in. Please
add your contact information so we can verify. Thanks!
contact@fullertonobserver.com

The January 2020 issue will
hit the stands on January 4.
SUBMISSION & AD
DEADLINE: December 28.

or mail to:
Fullerton Observer,
PO Box 7051,
Fullerton CA 92834
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confident that the answer would be NO!
I’m also confident that springtime is
within sight to beat COVID-19 into submission. With many vaccines, developed here, in England, and Israel about
to begin distribution, if we are careful,
we will live to see the coming spring.
Yes, the vaccines were developed very
quickly (not unlike the Ebola vaccine).
The danger was so great that scientists
the world over cooperated. And it
helped that we got the DNA of COVID19 understood in a week and not the
years it took to break down and understand HIV’s DNA.
While this could certainly be the
“winter of our discontent,” and we could
dwell in anger and despair, this gains us
nothing. The sun will keep its promise.
It will rise and the earth will become
warm—probably too warm (but that’s
another story).
Our job in the cold and dark is to sing
the sunrise, to do the work of lighting
the candles, warming the hearts and
hearths of those who need our attention,
our energy and our active love. This is
the time to open our hearts make the
sunshine not only for our near and dear
but also for the hungry and homeless to
whom we can bring life and hope in the
form of food, clothing, and acts of generosity. We can hurry the sunrise with
our own acts of kindness.

Re: Wilshire Article
I enjoyed reading Emerson Little’s
article on the history of the Wilshire
theater. I enjoyed going to the Wilshire
in the 1970s to see foreign films. This
theater was unique in that it was one of
the few theaters in the area to view foreign and classic films.
-Bob Riley
Fullerton

RE: Jons Falster’s
“A New Day”
Rock me with verse.
Sing me with rhyme.
Remind me that others
Are worthy as I’m.
-Coral Sheridon

Sweet Notes from
Subscribers
Dear Observers,
Thank you for your kind and thoughtful card (on my husband’s passing). Jim
was a second generation Fullertonian,
and really loved our little town. You at
the Observer truly represent the heart
and soul of this community. Thanks
again for keeping the light on!
– Renée McCann
P.S. “Jesse, Matt & Jane,” sounds
like citizens of the Wild West.
You’re doing a great job!
-Joyce
The Fullerton Observer raises the
level of our entire town. We are more
informed on local and national issues,
and we get lots of food for thought in
many interesting areas.
-Karen
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Re: Fullerton Navigation Center
Editor’s Note: In the Early December
issue of the Fullerton Observer, we published a letter from a resident of the navigation center (homeless shelter with
wraparound social services) in
Fullerton
run
by
Illumination
Foundation. The letter alleged that certain staff members were “beyond apathetic” and threatening toward residents. We received the following reply
from Paul Leon CEO of Illumination
Foundation:
Dear Fullerton Observer,
Please find below Illumination
Foundation’s response to the ‘Letter to
the Editor’ you published in the
Fullerton Observer.
The first line of the letter states that
management at the Fullerton Navigation
Center is beyond apathetic. While we
cannot dispute a client’s opinion, we can
say that the Fullerton Navigation Center
is run by a management team that is
engaged, experienced, and empathetic.
This management team successfully ran
one of the Project Roomkey sites for the
county of Orange for six months without
complaint. Additionally, all staff members working directly with clients are
front line workers who are dedicated to
tirelessly protecting the homeless population and our communities from
COVID-19.
The third line of the letter states the
case manager to staff ratio is 3:100. The
actual ratio of staff to clients at the
Fullerton Navigation Center is 1:30 with
case managers included and the current
census is 57 not 100.
The fourth line of the letter states that
the clients who are brought into the
Fullerton Navigation Center are not prescreened. All clients entering the
Fullerton Navigation Center are prescreened and can only be referred to
Illumination Foundation by the city of
Fullerton, the Fullerton Police
Department, or CityNet. Recuperative
care clients are referred to Illumination
Foundation directly from local hospitals.
The sixth line of the letter addresses a
particular employee who allegedly used
threats of exiting clients from the
Fullerton Navigation Center or relaying
that their stay is voluntary. All clients
who enter the Fullerton Navigation
Center must meet basic requirements for
their stay. Our program is voluntary, and
no client can be held against their will.
There are restrictions in place to protect
the staff and clients from COVID-19.
Clients can be exited for behavior or
activities that threaten the safety of staff
and their fellow clients.
The eighth line of the letter states that
it would be in the public’s best interest
to investigate Illumination Foundation
and that the ‘higher ups’ simply come by
to pat themselves on the back.
Illumination Foundation went through a
thorough vetting process in being selected as the nonprofit service provider for
the Fullerton Navigation Center.
Illumination Foundation also advocated
for the creation of the Fullerton
Navigation Center and answered all
public questions and concerns at three
separate City Council meetings along
with a planning commission meeting.
Illumination Foundation was selected to
be the nonprofit service provider of the
Fullerton Navigation Center based on a
track record of success in providing
housing and healthcare to the homeless
population, both of which are the core
two competencies of the organization.
The Fullerton Navigation Center is a

hybrid model and the first of its kind
with both navigation and recuperative
care beds along with an in-house medical group (IFMG) under one roof. This
hybrid concept is a model that cities
across southern California wish to emulate in order to more effectively impact
the growing homelessness crisis. We
work to partner and share our knowledge with cities and governmental agencies, medical schools, nursing schools,
the community, and faith-based organizations. As such, many of the aforementioned have an interest in seeing and
learning about this model and how it
operates. When we bring tours through
the Fullerton Navigation Center, we
respect the privacy of every client and
do not require or expect interaction from
the client unless so desired.
The eleventh line of the letter states
there’s no evident management to give
feedback to. Only managers at the
Fullerton Navigation Center have access
to client grievances. Grievances that
cannot be resolved by the site manager
are forwarded to Director of Operations
for Orange County. Illumination
Foundation conducts monthly Quality
Assurance Task Force meetings where
unresolved grievances are further discussed and addressed.
Thank you for allowing us the time
and opportunity to respond.
Sincerely,
Paul Leon
CEO, Illumination Foundation
Editor’s Note: After receiving this
reply, the resident who sent the original
letter contacted the Observer, alleging
more issues with the navigation center.
The resident has chosen to use a pseudonym out of fear of retaliation, specifically losing shelter. We reached back out to
Illumination Foundation to get their
reply to these new allegations/questions.
Here are our questions and the answers
provided by Terry Campbell of
Illumination Foundation:
Fullerton Observer (FO): We received
photos alleging a lack of sanitation in
the Center. Have you received client
grievances regarding sanitation?
Illumination Foundation (IL): The
restrooms are cleaned 3 times a day and
deep cleaned by the NOC shift. There
have been no grievances received to
date regarding sanitation.
FO: We received information that the
Center recently “merged” the recuperative care (for those with health issues)
and homeless sides. Can you explain the
recent changes and why they were
made?
IL: Operational changes are based on
client needs. Our clients are always the
first priority and we lead with their safety and care in mind.
FO: Can you explain what limitations/precautions the Center has due to
COVID-19?
IL: We are following the CDC guidelines for COVID-19. The guidelines
include temperature taking, monitoring
for signs and symptoms of COVID-19, a
reduction in capacity, and routine
COVID-19 testing for all staff and
clients. The Orange County Health Care
Agency strongly recommends that shelter residents travel offsite only for paid
employment, to seek medical care due to
acute illness or for a scheduled appointment.
FO: We received information that
there are no scheduled activities for
clients at the Center (except for meals

Photo showing sleeping area of Fullerton Navigation Center.
and the days when they can leave), leading to boredom and “prison-like” conditions. Are there scheduled activities for
the residents at the shelter?
IL: The activities scheduled for clients
during COVID-19 are prioritized around
their safety and individualized needs.
The purpose of the Fullerton Navigation
Center focuses on life stability and permanent housing. Additionally, all clients
have access to computers for job searches. We engage with many faith-based
organizations, schools and corporate
partners who create programs specifically for the clients in our centers. Due to
COVID-19, we cannot safely bring volunteer groups in to work with clients. As
of now, clients can participate in substance abuse counseling groups, a weekly art/craft class conducted by the
behavioral health team and Friday night
BINGO. The clients recently had an outdoor talent show with a high level of
participation, a pizza party, movie night,
and karaoke all while practicing social
distancing.
FO: What is the Center’s capacity and
are you at capacity?
IL: The Fullerton Navigation Center
has a 150-bed capacity. We are not at
capacity.
FO: What is the turnover rate for

clients at the Center? What is the success rate for getting folks into housing?
IL: We currently have 5 clients that
have either obtained permanent housing
or reunified with family members. All of
this occurs because clients possess self
determination and work with staff at all
levels to do so. We encourage all clients
to be their own best advocate. The
Fullerton Navigation Center is not
intended to be a permanent placement
for guests and they are consistently
encouraged to work the programs/system to gain stability and permanent
housing.
Editor’s Note: On December 10, the
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
of Southern California filed a lawsuit
against three homeless shelters in
Orange County, including the La Mesa
shelter in Anaheim, which is run by
Illumination Foundation. The lawsuit
alleges that sex abuse, overcrowding
and unhealthy conditions are rampant in
three Orange County homeless shelters.
The Fullerton shelter is not named in the
lawsuit. We will be reporting on this
lawsuit in the next issue of the Observer.

FSD and FJUHSD Staying
Open for In-person Learning
FSD and FJUHSD announced on
December 3 that they are staying open to
in-person learning despite the devastating effects of COVID-19 on the city of
Fullerton's residents, particularly vulnerable southern Fullerton residents where
COVID-19 rates are escalating. The
Governor’s orders last week fell short of
forcing already open schools to close,
yet La Mirada and Brea Olinda school
districts transitioned to distance-only
learning to protect their community.
Many FSD students eat lunch
unmasked in classrooms with no cleaning or airing out of classrooms afterwards. These are the same rooms where
students learn and teachers teach for 6
hours a day. FJUHSD students are sent
home for lunch.
FSD is also offering a 5-day model to
families. A potentially infected and
asymptomatic student can spend
Monday in a multipurpose room with 50
other students, all of whom go to their
own regular classrooms the following
day. FJUHSD students go to 6 different
classrooms a day. These practices are
jeopardizing the public's health.
Both FSD and FJUHSD have dashboard that report cases in their schools.
It’s hard to trust their accuracy, as cases
reported by city and county dashboards

are much higher than the districts' dashboards. Teachers and students cannot be
immune from the community spread we
see in Fullerton. Perhaps these dashboards show low numbers of cases
because they rely on parent reports of
cases for student data. Employee data
may be more accurate, but perhaps the
percentage of employees with current
active cases is based on the entire population, not just employees working in
schools.
As of December 4, 84 FSD teachers
have contracted COVID-19 since
October 13 when the district opened to
in-person learning, according to the district’s dashboard. FJUHSD doesn't keep
cumulative data, but had 26 active
employee cases on December 4.
Valencia Park School has been hardest
hit, following the national trend that
low-income people and people of color
are at higher risk of contracting the
virus.
Concerned citizens can write or speak
to the school districts' superintendents or
board members listed on their websites.
COVID-19 continues to insist that we
work together to fight the spread of the
virus.
—A concerned teacher
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Ralph Garcia
December 16, 1937 – November 25, 2020
Ralph, 82, beloved husband, father,
grandfather, great-grandfather and
everybody’s Uncle Ralph quietly passed
away in the early morning. Ralph was
the fifth of six children born to Pedro
and Ester Garcia. He was preceded in
death by his eldest and youngest siblings, Alfred Garcia and Arlene Bianco.
His surviving sisters are Alice, Romelia,
and Mary. He was born in Daggett,
California and was a Barstow High
School Riffians graduate class of ‘55.
He then went to work for the Santa Fe
Railroad in Barstow California. It was
during these years he met and married
Iris Y. Abney. He is survived by his wife
of 63 years, Iris Y. Garcia, and two of
their three children: Ralph A. Garcia,

Rachel A. Bremer (1961-2018) and
Richard A. Garcia. Ralph also had eight
grandchildren and one great grandchild.
Ralph loved and was dedicated to his
family. It was his parents’ search for
cancer treatment that brought him to
Fullerton in 1960, where he remained a
resident for 60 years. Ralph found
employment in Fullerton at Kimberley
Clark as a papermaker. He was an active
member of his local 672 AWPPW
Union, holding many positions including president. Ralph remained a longtime Union advocate even after his
retirement. Ralph enjoyed bowling and
painting but he especially enjoyed
attending his children and grandchildren’s sporting events.

Claris Eugene Jones, Jr.
December 15, 1942-November 28, 2020
Founding Director of the Fullerton
Arboretum, Claris Eugene (Gene) Jones,
Jr., Ph.D was born December 15, 1942
in Columbus, Ohio and died November
28, 2020. He’s survived by his wife
Teresa, his two sons Doug and Phil, and
his daughter Beth and four grandchildren Tyler, Ashley, Spencer, and Gabby.
Claris attended Ohio University as a
scholarship football player and received
his B.S. (1964) and continued his education and received his PH.D from Indiana
University (1969). He was a Botany
Professor (1969-2010) at California
State University, Fullerton where he
served as Department Chair (19892004). He was also a dedicated teacher
who mentored every biology major student during his tenure as department
chair.
He was the founding director of the
Fullerton Arboretum. His incredible
energy, determination, and devotion to
the project from 1970 to 1980 made the
Arboretum possible. He worked on the
establishment, funding, and construction
of the Arboretum, and with his wife
founded the Friends of the Arboretum.
He served as either Chair or Vice Chair
of the Arboretum Commission from
2005 until 2015.
Gene was a member of the Botanical
Society of America, The American
Association for the Advancement of
Science along with 20+ other scholarly
organizations. He published over 100
professional articles and wrote the book
A Dictionary of Botany and was editor

Pearl Harbor
Remembrance Day

Above: Marilyn Harris at the
Hillcrest Park War Memorial.

by Ed Paul
Monday, December 7, Fullerton
American Legion Post 142 officers
held a brief ceremony on the 79th
anniversary of Pearl Harbor Day at
the Hillcrest Park Memorial.
Participating were Marilyn Harris
(Commander),
Miles
Kaspar
(Chaplain) and Ed Paul (Adjutant).
Flowers were placed by Commander
Harris and prayers offered by
Chaplain Kaspar. Like all 2020 ceremonies, attendance was limited due
to COVID-19
At Right: List of Fullerton residents
killed in WWII at the War Memorial
at Hillcrest Park.

Those who died Homeless in Orange County
During the Month of November 2020
(source: OC Coroner’s Office)
of
Handbook
of
Experimental
Pollination Biology. He was recognized
as a Distinguished Faculty Member by
the School of Natural Science and
Mathematics at CSUF along with
numerous faculty awards. He was also
featured on the Albert Nelson Marquis
Lifetime Achievement Website by the
“Who’s Who” community.
As a member of the Maui Kaanapali
Villa’s Board of Directors (2008-2020),
he served as Landscape Committee
Chair for 11 years helping to improve
the grounds. His hobbies included
coaching youth soccer, genealogy, bee
keeping, clock & coin collecting, ping
pong, shuffleboard, and watching
Angels Baseball. He was loved and will
be missed by family and friends.

Robert GARZA died on November 1 in Costa Mesa
Nicholas MELANSON died on November 1 in Costa Mesa
Luis HERNANDEZ died on November 1 in Santa Ana
Roger BROOKS died on November 1 in Orange
Infant male TOSTADO died on November 2 in Santa Ana
Bruce JOHNSTONE died on November 5 in Fullerton
Michael DERUSHIA died on November 6 in Huntington Beach
Priscilla SALINAS died on November 8 in Fountain Valley
Dakota HANSEN died on November 9 in Santa Ana
James KEECH died on November 10 in Anaheim
Stacy MENDES died on November 11 in Orange
Jerry PIPER died on November 12 in Anaheim
Larry KICHLER died on November 15 in Fullerton
Esmail FARZANEHKARI died on November 16 in Anaheim
John DOE died on November 16 in Newport Beach
John DOE died on November 19 in Santa Ana
Paul TAYLOR died on November 21 in Orange
Andrea BERKIS died on November 22 in Huntington Beach
Miguel RUACHO died on November 24 in La Habra
Gerardo RUIZ CHAVEZ died on November 25 in Orange
Randy CONSTANT died on November 26 in Newport Beach
Jose RAMIREZ died on November 26 in Huntington Beach
Michael ORTIZ died on November 27 in Anaheim
Matthew TORRES died on November 30 in Buena Park
Antone KALEEL, JR. died on November 30 in Orange

The Longest Night: December 21
Every year on the winter solstice, we gather to honor the lives of the members
of our community that died without permanent, healthy, safe and
secure places to call home.
Please join us this year for a special virtual memorial service and candlelight
vigil sponsored by the Women Drivers Interfaith Group and Hope 4 Restoration.
For more information visit www.hope4restoration.org.
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City Defies Health Order
Continued from page 3
A statement from the FPD issued on
Dec. 6, the day the Regional Stay-AtHome Order was set to take effect, states
that “Fullerton Police Officers respond
to a myriad of calls and many of those
calls will take priority over reporters
based solely on potential face-covering,
gathering-only, and business restriction
violations.”
Mayor Bruce Whitaker, who represents the city’s Fourth District, supports
FPD Chief Dunn’s direction, calling it
“well considered,” and does not support
imposing fines for people refusing to
comply with State COVID-19 prevention rules, telling the Observer that “The
Council has a role in balancing the everchanging rules, requirements, and regulations from Sacramento with providing
some possibilities for local businesses to
survive this hostile climate and implacable threat.”
Newly-elected First District Council
member Fred Jung disagrees with
Mayor Whitaker, saying that “Mask
mandates have been shown to be effective in slowing the spread of the virus.
And if adding fines gives gravity to that
fact, it should certainly be looked into
because there are lives at risk.” He noted
that “Costa Mesa did pass a mask mandate and added a fine and because of
nearly non-existent enforcement, it took
months before a violator was even fined
at all.”
In a possible reference to previous
Mayor Jennifer Fitzgerald, Jung also
said that it was not helpful when a mem-

ber of the previous City Council politicized the mask mandate, making it
“about individual choice/freedom and
not public health.” Bruce Whitaker also
voted against a city mask mandate earlier this year prior to California adopting
one statewide.
Jung also thinks that “The guidelines
and messaging from the County versus
the State throughout this pandemic have
been inconsistent and confusing to the
general public.” The County Board of
Supervisors (BOS) recently adopted a
resolution advocating for greater local
control over COVID-19 management,
and several members of the BOS have
been very vocal about their disagreements with Gov. Newsom’s approach to
fighting the spread of the virus.
Elsewhere in OC, the City of Santa
Ana has established a compliance hotline to report COVID-19 business violations, large parties, and people ignoring
social distancing rules and/or not wearing face coverings. According to the OC
Register, complaints to the Santa Ana
line will be referred “to various agencies
as needed, including code enforcement
and police.”
Orange County Sheriff Don Barnes
has declared outright that enforcement
of COVID-19 orders is not the job of the
Orange County Sheriff’s Department. In
interviews he has questioned the constitutionality of the State’s orders and
called them arbitrary. He claims that in
other states enforcement of mask rules
ended badly.

FPD statement
posted on
social media
December 6.

COVID-19 DEATHS AS OF MID DECEMBER 2020
World: 1,613,863
United States: 305,082
(highest of any country in the world)
California: 20,974
Orange County: 1,680
Fullerton: 119
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OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020
ANSWER
KEY
TO PUZZLE
“VERY LITERAL”
on page 7:

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since 2014.

YOUR AD HERE
Call 714-525-6402, or email contact@fullertonobserver.com
or visit us online at www.fullertonobserver.com
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The lobby bathrooms now under construction will be completed and useable.

Fox Theater Restoration Update
Phase 2 Construction at the Fox Paves Way for
Certificate of Occupancy, Opening in 2021
by Todd Huffman
Though it was saved from the wrecking ball in 2004, it’s been a lengthy rehabilitation process for Fullerton’s historic
Fox Theater, but all towards a worthwhile end. That end will shine a little
brighter in 2021, as the Fox is about to
undergo a $3.125 million Phase 2 construction project after the first of the
year.
Utilizing a state of California grant of
$2.5 million, acquired with the help of
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva,
and federal historic tax credits of
approximately $625,000, the Fox will

get crucial infrastructure and more
restoration work completed.
In order to get a “certificate of occupancy” from the City to have regular
events at the Fox without special permits (as has been the case over many
years), this next phase will address the
items the City requires. Included in this
will be a completely new HVAC system,
a new main power supply, improved
ADA access, and, perhaps the most
exciting item for those who have been to
recent Fox events, completed bathrooms.
These are all big-ticket and necessary
items, but also included will be some
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Fox board members review HVAC designs with DLR Group architects.
fun visual features for the community,
such as a restored lobby, staircase, and
more of the Fox’s historic mural renovation.
“This is an exciting and important step
for the Fox to be enjoyed by more people, more often, beginning in 2021,”
Fullerton Historic Theatre Foundation
(FHTF) Board President Leland Wilson
said.
The FHTF board understands the
importance of the infrastructure aspects
of the project but is also aware of including some visual aspects for the community to see progress with continued
restoration work that is at the heart of
the Fox project.
Overseeing the design are architects
from DLR Group who were part of
Westlake Reed Leskosky (WRL) when
WRL did the original restoration plans
in 2006. DLR professionals are not only
designing and managing key design

aspects of the project, they are also
working closely with the individual subcontractors who will be doing their own
design-build projects to keep costs
down.
“Rehabilitations within a historical
context, such as the Fox Fullerton
Theater, can be complicated and challenging” Jordan Levin, Culture and
Performing Arts Leader for DLR Group
said. “But [it] will also be rewarding
when completed. This will be a theater
that the local community and the surrounding region will be able to enjoy for
generations.”
The project is currently in the design
phase with construction to start in the
spring and finish in the fall of 2021.
For information on year-end, tax
deductible gifts or naming opportunities
to the Fox, please contact Leland Wilson
at: lwilson@foxfullerton.org or (714)
504-3862

Observers Around Fullerton
Fox Fullerton Theatre
PRESENTS

A LIVE STREAM PERFORMANCE

on CHRISTMAS EVE with

DARDEN
& special guests
DEC24

Tune in
on the
Fox’s
Facebook
Page!

7 : 3 0 PM

Sponsored by:

www.facebook.com/FoxFullerton

Jeff Tomes
enjoys a coffee and the
Fullerton
Observer at
Pilgrim's
Coffeehouse
located
downtown
on Wilshire
Ave.
Send in your
Observer
photos from
around town
to
contact@full
ertonObserv
er.com

