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Pearl Park Ribbon Cutting: Mayor Bruce Whitaker, along with other city officials and community members,  
cuts the ribbon at Pearl Park on February 4. PHOTO BY EDDIE CARMONA.
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Project HOPE Envisions Collaborative 
Response to Homelessness

See Pearl Park, Page 10

CITY COUNCIL IN DISCUSSIONS TO 
SELL CITY HALL TO DEVELOPERS

Fullerton City Council voted unani-
mously on January 19 to devote 
$650,000 of recent CARES Act funding 
for a new collaborative homeless 
endeavor called Project HOPE. 

Project HOPE (Homeless Outreach 
and Proactive Engagement) aims to 
serve as a center for coordinating home-
less services. These services will be pro-
vided by the Homeless Police Liaison 
Officers, Homeless Case Managers, and 
health service providers at a renovated 
City-owned site (Project HOPE) near St. 
Jude Hospital. The site will not be a 
shelter but rather an office from which to 
better coordinate services. 

For the past four years local homeless 
outreach and preventions programs had 

been funded by the North Orange 
County Public Safety Task Force. 
Funding for this program ends June 
2021 and one of the purposes of Project 
HOPE is to pick up where this program 
left off. The Project is seeking to include 
other north Orange County cities who 
wish to join. 

“The HOPE center will provide a cen-
tralized home for stakeholders and cre-
ate a synergy of collaboration among the 
partners, thus creating a hub of innova-
tion where ideas are shared and 
resources are pooled, all to better serve 
people experiencing homelessness in 
Fullerton and surrounding communi-
ties,” a staff report says. 

Pearl Park 
Opens after 

Long Journey

by Matthew Leslie 
 
“City Hall is for Sale” is sometimes 

heard as a derisive comment about local 
politics, but Fullerton’s City Hall may 
actually be for sale.  

City Council met in closed session on 
February 2 to discuss “Price and Terms” 
with City Manager Ken Domer acting as 
the negotiator with 3 parties for the sale 
of City Hall and several surrounding 
city-owned parking lots under agenda 
item 5, titled “Conference with Real 
Property Negotiator.” The properties 
were only identified on the agenda by 
eight Accessors Parcel Numbers 
(APNs), with no descriptions of the 

properties supplied for the public. One 
of the 3 developers listed as Negotiating 
Parties on Item 5, is City Ventures, who 
bought the City of La Habra’s civic cen-
ter several years ago and built housing in 
its place after the City’s government 
offices were relocated across the street 
to buildings on land acquired in a swap 
with the developer. 

The discussion about a possible City 
Hall sale came to light after research by 
The Observer revealed the addresses of 
the APNs in the Feb. 2 discussion to 
include 303 W. Commonwealth Avenue, 
the address of Fullerton’s City Hall, as 
well as some other surrounding proper-
ties.  

See Project Hope, Page 2

by Jesse La Tour 
  
It took nearly 20 years, but Pearl Park 

is finally complete and open to the pub-
lic. Located at 3001 Pearl Dr. in a histor-
ically park-poor area in east Fullerton 
known as the Gem District, Pearl Park 
officially opened with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony on February 4 featuring local 
elected officials and residents of the 
neighborhood. 

“The Pearl Park project was a long 
endeavor,” Recreation Supervisor John 
Clements said. “Back in the 70s this 
property was a community pool and 
over time it fell into disrepair and was 
removed. But the need for a safe recre-
ation space remained. The City since 
2003 has been working on developing 
this park.” 

Funding came from several sources, 
including a $1.5 million grant from the 
state of California and $75,000 from St. 
Jude Medical Center. 

See City Hall, Page 2
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CITY HALL Continued from front page

City Manager Ken Domer confirmed 
that the other parcel numbers referred to 
the parking lots north of City Hall and 
lots east of the Fullerton Police Station. 
According to Domer, the idea had its 
origins in discussions over a year ago 
that identified the parking lot north of 
the current City Hall as a possible site 
for development in cash-strapped 
Fullerton. Potential developers balked at 
the idea, however, unless they could 
include City Hall itself to enlarge the 
site to accommodate required parking. 
“This opened up the possibility that City 
Hall could be relocated to east of the 
current police station, protecting the his-
toric former City Hall building [now the 
police station] thus allowing a larger 
housing development.” The historic for-
mer City Hall, built with support of the 
WPA (Works Progress Administration) 
between 1939 and 1942, now houses the 
Fullerton Police Department. 

Though the Feb. 2 item on the 
Council’s agenda was marked “Price 
and Terms,” Domer said no action was 
taken that night. He emphasized that any 
concrete action would require “an exten-
sive public process and many questions 
answered.” The concept is expected to 
be included in a March 9 Study Session 
about the City’s Housing Element, 
Housing Incentive Opportunity Zone, 
and City-owned properties (the Planning 
Commission will hold a similar session 
on February 17, but the possible sale of 
City Hall will not be part of their agenda 
that evening). The Council was original-
ly scheduled to discuss the idea in a 
January meeting, when the agenda inad-
vertently left off one of the 8 parcels, but 
the item was postponed until the Feb. 2 
meeting with all 8 parcels listed. No 
report from the item was offered during 
the public session of the same meeting, 
leaving some concerned residents to 
wonder if their City Hall was being sold 
behind closed doors.  

Domer, however, said the project was 
“not a priority” and characterized its 
current progress, in steps, as 4 out of 
100. 

“Most importantly, like other cities 
that include La Habra and Long Beach, 
the potential was to build a new City 
Hall for no cost as part of the transac-
tion,” Domer said. He didn’t know if 
any proposed plan would resemble what 
was built in La Habra. The city of La 
Habra relocated its government opera-
tions in 2017 to a set of existing build-
ings renovated by developer City 
Ventures in a deal based on the sale of 
the city’s existing civic center complex 
across the street. City Ventures razed the 
old city buildings and constructed 71 
residential housing units on the site. 

Located adjacent to the City’s Main 
Library, Fullerton’s 48,000 square foot 
modern New Formalist-styled City Hall 
opened in 1963 just across Highland 
Ave. from the old Spanish Revival-
styled building, which now houses the 
police department. Domer said of the 
current City Hall building, “Technology, 
conference rooms, even Council cham-
ber space could be described as lack-
ing.” The Council chamber was 
redesigned and renovated in 2002. Since 
1960, Fullerton’s population has grown 
from 56,000 to more than 137,000 
today. 

The 3.75-acre City Hall property 
includes a substantial lawn in front, 
which faces Commonwealth Ave. Most 
new multi-story housing complexes 
built in Fullerton have minimal setbacks 
from sidewalks, suggesting that the lawn 
area would likely not survive develop-
ment on the site. The lawn is a favorite 
location for demonstrations, including 
several Black Lives Matter events last 
summer. No properties on the south side 
of Commonwealth Ave., including 
Amerige Field, are considered part of 
any possible development plan.

Project HOPE Continued from front page

City Launches New Web Portal for 
Public Records Requests

GovQA is the name of a new pubic 
records request portal on the city of 
Fullerton’s website. Instead of emailing 
City staff, people can request records  
directly though the website.  

Once on the portal page (www.cityof-
fullerton.com/PublicRecords), users can 
choose between a Public Records 
Request or a Police Report Request. 
Once signed into the site, users can also 
track their own requests and examine a 
log of all requests. 

California’s constitution and Public 
Records Act allows members of the pub-
lic to have access to government records 
from State and local government agen-
cies.  

Cities are required to respond to the 
requests within 10 days.  

Anissa Livas, Communications 
Coordinator with the City, explained the 
need for the new portal. “We wanted to 
automate the process for greater public 
access and staff administration since we 
get many public record requests. The 
City is always looking at ways to oper-
ate more efficiently and effectively and 
we understand technology plays a criti-
cal role. The new records center will 
help track requests, hopefully reduce 
redundant requests, and better track the 
costs of answering public records 
requests so we can more appropriately 
budget for the demand.”

Fullerton City Hall.

Project HOPE will be located at the former Child Guidance Center  
near St. Jude Hospital. PHOTO BY GRACE WIDYATMADJA.

Screen shot from Fullerton’s new Public Records portal.

Deputy Director of Community and 
Economic Development Kellee Fritzal 
said the program shares some similari-
ties with the CAHOOTS program  in 
Oregon (whitebirdclinic.org/what-is-
cahoots), and she thinks it’s “a little bet-
ter focused, and a whole lot less expen-
sive” than CAHOOTS. 

“This would be a site where, let’s say 
we need to gather a mental health work-
er, an ambulance to pick somebody up—
all of those could go from Project HOPE 
out to the location instead of police offi-
cers,” Fritzal said. “Of course, our 
police officers will be at the site. We’re 
hoping numerous cities will be at the site 
with us, and as a group we can more 
efficiently and effectively deal with our 
homeless situation.” 

Fullerton Police Chief Robert Dunn 
said, “This was an idea born out of con-
versations with the community where 
the desire is for less law enforcement 
involvement in our engagement with the 
homeless population, as well as building 
on that synergy we’ve been able to 
accomplish among law enforcement and 
cities. The idea is that all of the cities 
that are involved, hopefully they’ll join 
us, bring those resources that are already 
being allocated to their organizations to 
bear at this facility, and we can be the 
most effective with the most acute cases 
in the quickest possible time.” 

It is the City’s goal to have a plan to 
implement Project HOPE in Spring 
2021 and will be ready to commence 
operations by July 1, 2021.
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State and Local Officials 
Frustrated by Inequities in 

COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution

by Matthew Leslie 
 
Orange County is currently (as of mid 

February) hospitalizing 908 COVID-19-
positive patients; 290 of them are in 
Intensive Care Units (ICUs), a drop 
from over 400 ICU hospitalized patients 
just two weeks ago. St. Jude Medical 
Center will not confirm the number of 
COVID-19 patients currently being 
treated there, but a 
California government 
site shows a hospital 
corresponding with St. 
Jude’s location treat-
ing 97 COVID-19 
positive patients at 
this time. Countywide, 
the availability of ICU 
beds has risen from a 
low of 70 on January 
20 to 130 on February 
12. Six months ago 
that number exceeded 
400 available beds. 

With a population of 
142,824, Fullerton has 
recorded 10,750 
known COVID-19 
cases, a rate of over 75 
per 1,000 residents, 
the 10th highest in the County. There 
have been 228 Fullerton residents who 
have died from it, or 1.6 per 1,000 resi-
dents—a rate exceeded only by four 
other cities in OC. Health professionals 
remain concerned about a possible 
rebound of infections and hospitaliza-
tions due to the ill-advised mixing of 
households at Super Bowl parties. 

While testing is still a priority for the 
Orange County Healthcare Agency, 
much of their attention is focused on 
vaccinating as many individuals as pos-
sible in California’s Phase 1A cate-
gories, which include those age 65 and 
over, residents of long-term care facili-
ties, and a wide range of healthcare 
workers. On Feb. 11 California updated 
the State’s Vaccine Allocation 
Guidelines to include the Phase 1B cat-
egories of Food and Agriculture 
Workers, Education and Childcare 
workers, and Emergency Service 
providers, but the guidelines are based 

on available supplies, which are too low 
at present to cover everyone in these 
sectors. The Orange County Health Care 
Agency (HCA) still shows the County 
vaccinating just Phase 1A individuals.  

In a recent virtual “Breakfast Club” 
meeting hosted by Sharon Quirk-Silva, 
who represents the 65th District in the 
California State Assembly, HCA 
Director and County Health Officer Dr. 

Clayton Chau noted that 
there were over 200,000 
healthcare workers of 
some sort in the County. 
He explained that when 
the State issued its new 
eligibility list he consult-
ed the OC’s COVID-19 
Vaccine Taskforce who 
decided to continue 
focusing all efforts for 
the following two weeks 
on seniors and heath care 
workers and evaluate 
their progress at the end 
of that period. OC’s 
Board of Supervisors 
approved the approach, 
although it meant not 
immediately expanding 
access in OC to the 

workers in the 1B category. Dr. Chau 
said the decision to remain focused on 
seniors was based on the statistics that 
showed that 72% of ICU beds were 
occupied by seniors in the recent 
COVID-19 wave and that 75% of those 
who died from it were over the age of 
65. He said that ICU patients are evenly 
split between Whites, Latinos, and 
Asians, but did acknowledge that for 
patients under the age of 65, the majori-
ty who die are Latino. 

Dr. Chau also reiterated his priority to 
address ethnic inequities in vaccination 
distribution. Overall, OC has adminis-
tered more than 450,000 doses of either 
the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, both of 
which require two doses to achieve 
maximum immunity. However, the 
County’s reliance on an online app and 
website called Othena, developed espe-
cially for the purpose of registering indi-
viduals for vaccine appointments, has 
resulted in Black and Latino populations 

Sharon Quirk-Silva entitled “Vaccine 
Distribution for underserved communi-
ties in Orange County,” elected officials 
from Fullerton and neighboring cities 
gathered at the Richman Community 
Center to call for concentrating more 
resources on reaching the most vulnera-
ble populations who are, not surprising-
ly, also the poorest and the least likely to 
have access to digital apps to make 
appointments, as well as being less like-
ly to be aware of the vaccination oppor-
tunities, or  even to have health insur-
ance (although the vaccines are free).  

Fourth District OC Board of 
Supervisors Vice Chair Doug Chaffee, 
whose district includes Fullerton and 
Anaheim, also spoke during the press 
conference. Chaffee acknowledged 
technical problems with the Othena app 
and website, which debuted a month ago 
as a scheduling tool for vaccine appoint-
ments. The app crashed on its first day, 
and was not available in languages other 
than English, serving as a high profile 
example of the under-addressed 
inequities about which many of the offi-
cials complained. Chaffee said that tech-
nical issues have been fixed and that 
Othena now includes language options 
for Spanish, Vietnamese, and Korean. 

Fullerton Councilmember Jesus Silva 
was one of the officials speaking on Feb. 
12. “We do have to shift how we are 
doing things,” he said, citing his own 
octogenarian parents as an example of 
individuals who would not have been 
signed up for a vaccine appointment 
unless he had done it for them. He sug-
gested going door to door, if necessary, 
to reach those who most need the vac-
cine but aren’t getting it. “I know we can 
do it safely.” 

Frances Marquez, a member of the 
Cypress City Council, recounted her 
disappointment and frustration at mak-
ing an appointment for her 80+ year-old 
mother, only to be told there were no 
vaccines when they arrived for it. She 
wrote a letter to the County of Orange 
urging them to set up a POD (Point of 
Distribution) site in her city rather than 
expecting older individuals to have to 
travel to the County’s SuperPOD sites at 
Disneyland or SOKA University in 
Aliso Viejo. 

receiving fewer vaccinations in propor-
tion to their percentage of the population 
in the County. Latino populations in par-
ticular have suffered far higher amounts 
of infections and deaths from COVID-
19 because many live in higher density 
housing with more people per house-
hold making infections more likely. 
They are also less likely, as a group, to 
be able to work from home, where they 
might avoid workplace transmissions of 
the virus. Additionally, language barri-
ers also exist in some households, less-
ening the likelihood that they are aware 
of preventative health measures. 

According to the HCA’s own data 
(https://coronavirus.egovoc.com/vac-
cines-administered-oc), Latinos make 
up only 11% of the total number of per-
sons who have received at least one vac-
cine dose, while Whites make up 46%, 
Asians 26%, and Blacks 1%. Of those 
age 65 or older who make up 58% of 
those vaccinated so far, Whites repre-
sent over half at 57%, while Latinos 
drop to only 9%, Asians drop to 11%, 
and Blacks 1%. 

During a February 12 press confer-
ence organized by Assemblywoman 

Dr. Jessie Jones of the Center for Healthy Neighborhoods joins State Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva and other local 
leaders at Richman Park in Fullerton to discuss the need for vaccinations in underserved areas. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR.

   
Dr. Jessie Jones,  
who directs the  

Center for Healthy 
Neighborhoods 
 in Fullerton, 
described the  

vulnerable people  
her organization  
serves as “scared, 

hurting, and  
desperate.”

Continued on page 18
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The Council meets at 6:30pm on the 
first and third Tuesdays of each 

month. Upcoming agenda informa-
tion and streaming video of council  

meetings are available at  
www.cityoffullerton.com.  

City Hall is located at 303 W. 
Commonwealth, Fullerton. 

Contact Council at 714-738-6311  
or by email to:  

council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

FULLERTON  
CITY COUNCIL NOTES 

FEBRUARY 2 MEETING

Before every public City Council 
meeting, there is a “closed session” in 
which Council meets with various par-
ties to discuss items outside the view of 
the public. During this closed session, 
Council met with legal counsel to dis-
cuss the following case: Wagner, et al. v. 
City of Fullerton, et al. They also dis-
cussed the public performance evalua-
tion for the City Manager. Council met 
with three developers to discuss “price 
and terms” for a number of city-owned 
properties including City Hall (See arti-
cle on front page). Council met with rep-
resentatives of the City’s various 
employee labor groups.

Closed Session

Agenda Forecast

• Resolution for continuing pandemic disaster declaration 
• Rescinding Ordinance No. 3289 on Commercial Cannabis 
• Direction on amendments to Commercial Cannabis Ordinance  
(if not rescinded). 
• Second Quarter Financial Report and Mid-Year Budget Amendments 
• Update on Orange County Power Authority and consideration of continued  
  membership

COMMISSION, 
COMMITTEE, BOARD 

APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Bruce Whitaker appointed 
Chris Norby, former City 
Councilmember and State 
Assemblymember, to serve on the City’s 
Transportation and Circulation 
Commission. 

Council voted to remove Adan Ortega 
from the Metropolitan Water District 
Board of Trustees and replace him with 
Councilmember Fred Jung.

COUNCIL APPROVES 
TRACT MAP FOR 

BRANDYWINE 
DEVELOPMENT

Council approved the final tract map 
for the future Brandywine development 
at 751 East Bastanchury Rd. (between 
Brea Blvd. and Harbor)—a residential 
subdivision for 33 luxury residential 
condominiums and common areas 
including private drives.  

City Council approved the develop-
ment in February 2020. The property 
was sold to Brandywine Homes by the 
Fullerton Library Foundation, who had 
originally intended it as a library branch. 

Over the years the City of Fullerton 
made it clear that ongoing budget con-
straints would preclude the building and 
operation of another fully-staffed branch 
library. 

All proceeds from this sale became 
part of the Foundation’s Investment 
Fund that is used to benefit the Library.

Sustainable Business 
Certification Program

Council voted to establish The 
Fullerton Sustainable Business 
Program, a new program aimed at pro-
viding free assistance to help local busi-
nesses “go green” and become more 
efficient, profitable, and sustainable. 
The program will be funded by a 
$15,000 grant, and it will be an official 
member of the California Green 
Business Network (CAGBN).  

The program, overseen by the City 
Manager’s Office, is staffed with volun-
teer interns from the California State 
University Fullerton (CSUF) 
Environmental Studies program. 

Interested businesses should contact 
the City Manager’s Office at citymanag-
er@cityoffullerton.com or by calling 
714-738-6300.

FUNDING FOR SENIOR 
PROGRAMS

Council approved use of $43,255 in 
CARES Act funding from the county of 
Orange Community Services Office on 
Aging, to fund older adult programs 
offered at the Fullerton Community 
Center.  

The programming will reach approxi-
mately 4,500 seniors with programs, 
material aid, and outreach.

FIREWORKS SALES 
LOTTERY

The City Clerk’s Office accepts appli-
cations for the fireworks lottery  during 
the month of March. In April, staff ran-
domly selects 15 lottery applicants and 
five alternates to proceed to the fire-
works sales permitting phase. 

Non-profits and educational institu-
tions are selected to operate a fireworks 
booth as a fundraising event. Lottery 
applications will be accepted March 1-
31. The lottery application fee is $28 and 
the permit fee is $2,326. For more infor-
mation contact the City Clerk’s office at 
CityClerksOffice@cityoffullerton.com 
or call (714) 738-6350.

Participating in the February 16 
City Council Meeting

The next City Council meeting will be 
held Tuesday, February 16 at 6:30pm. 
Members of the public will also be 
allowed into the Chambers for this meet-
ing, however, limited seating will be 
available due to social distancing. The 
public may also watch and participate 
virtually either by phone or via Zoom.  

Residents can watch the broadcast 
online at www.cityoffullerton.com/ftv3, 
on TV on Spectrum Channel 3, and 
AT&T U-Verse Channel 99. E-com-
ments for this upcoming meeting will 

not be read out loud but will be accepted 
for the record and distributed to the City 
Council.  

Zoom login info: 
 

Computer Smartphone, or Tablet: 
https://zoom.us/j/91375815429 

  By Phone: (669) 900-1928 
 Meeting ID: 913 7581 5429 

 
For instructions on how to login or 

submit a written comment, visit 
https://www.cityoffullerton.com/partici-
pate.

Other Upcoming City Meetings

• February 17 at 5pm: Active Transportation Committee Meeting 
 
• February 17 at 6:30pm: Planning Commission Meeting

Grading has begun at 751 E. Bastanchury Rd. at the future site of the Brandywine development. PHOTO BY GRACE WIDYATMADJA.

Agenda items for the February 16 meeting include:

To view the full agenda visit fullerton.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

To see how to participate via Zoom visit fullerton.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

 

Budget  Study Session 
 

On February 9, Fullerton City Council received and discussed a  
mid-year budget review report. Here are some highlights: 

 
• General Fund revenues are down 2% 
• Sales Tax Revenue is down 5%. 
• Transient Occupancy Tax is down 69% 
• Charges for Services are down 23% 
• Property Tax Revenue is consistent with the budgeted amount. 
 

To learn more about the City’s finances visit: 
www.cityoffullerton.com/gov/departments/admin_serv/cafr.asp 
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COUNCIL TO 
RECONSIDER 

CANNABIS 
ORDINANCE

On November 17, 2020, City Council 
approved an ordinance legally allowing 
a limited number of cannabis businesses 
in certain commercial and industrial 
zones in the City. However, at their first 
meeting of 2021, the newly-configured 
Fullerton City Council voted 3-2 to 
bring back the ordinance for discussion 
at their February 16 meeting, including 
the option to rescind the ordinance com-
pletely. 

A key point of contention with the 
recently-passed ordinance, which took 
effect December 17, 2020, is residential 
“buffer zones”—that is, how far away 
potential cannabis businesses must be 
from residential properties. 

The current ordinance has no residen-
tial buffer, although it does not allow 
cannabis businesses in residential zones. 

The ordinance does have a separation 
“buffer” of 800 feet from schools, day-
care centers, youth centers, youth organ-
izations or club facilities, parks, play-
grounds, city community centers, and 
libraries. It also requires a 300-foot 
buffer between retail locations. 

During previous discussions, some 
councilmembers said they opposed the 
residential buffer because it would have 
the practical effect of concentrating 
most of the cannabis businesses in south 
Fullerton. 

At previous meetings, many residents 
from south Fullerton have spoken in 
opposition to the ordinance—partly 
because of its disproportionate concen-
tration in that area. 

Meanwhile, on January 15, the City 
received a notice of intent to circulate a 
petition to put the cannabis ordinance on 
the ballot. If passed, this ordinance 
would supersede any Council action. 

In 2016, voters in California approved 
Proposition 64 (the Adult Use of 
Marijuana Act), which legalized adult 
use and sale of cannabis statewide. 

Following the passage of Prop 64, 
Fullerton City Council voted to ban all 
cannabis businesses in the City in 2017. 

In 2019 and 2020, the City hosted 
community meetings, a panel discus-
sion, and a Q & A session on cannabis. 

In November 2020 Council voted for 
the current ordinance. In January 2021, 
two newly-elected councilmembers 
were sworn into office—Fred Jung and 
Nick Dunlap. At the January 19 meet-

Residential Buffer 
Zones, South Fullerton 

Concentration Key 
Points of Contention

Map of Fullerton with areas where 
cannabis businesses may locate (in certain 

commercial and manufacturing zones) 
under the original ordinance.

Map of Fullerton with areas where 
cannabis businesses may locate with 1000-

foot residential buffer.

Adding a residential buffer zone will have the effect of limiting the areas where 
cannabis businesses may locate. Council will discuss various buffers ranging 

from 100-1000 feet. Below is the result of a 1000-foot residential buffer.

ing, these two new councilmembers 
voted along with re-elected Mayor 
Bruce Whitaker to bring back the ordi-
nance for amendment, or possible 
rescission, at their February 16 meeting. 
To read more of the Observer’s exten-
sive coverage of this issue visit 
www.fullertonobserver.com.

The current ordinance only 
allows cannabis businesses 
in certain commercial and 

industrial zones.  
 

Due to the historic planning 
of the City, much of the 

industrial  and commercial 
zoning is disproportionately 

in south Fullerton.
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Photo Quiz

This issue: Yes, another snow photo. You recognize Mt. Baldy, but exactly 
where was this photo (below) taken from? 

  
Send your answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

Last Issue:  
 

Question: A light dusting of snow in Orange County, visible from a downtown 
parking structure (in the first photo below). Name that peak. 

 
Answer:  Santiago Peak. 

The Hand Sculpture

We received so many responses and 
interesting information regarding the 
photo question in the early January 
issue, we decided to wait until now so 
we had enough room to get a good 
amount of it to you, and so we could 
dedicate the space in our last issue to our 
Tommy Lasorda tribute. 

First of all, the answer to the question 
regarding the location of the sculpture 
was a bit puzzling to a number of read-
ers because of the “Fallen David” sculp-
ture at Cal State Fullerton. Apparently, 
that sculpture toppled during the 
Whittier Narrows earthquake in October 
of 1987 and was later donated by Forest 
Lawn to be displayed in pieces. 

The correct answer is the Sculpture 
Garden at Fullerton College on the 
southeast corner of Lemon and 
Chapman, and reader Mariela Robles 
was first to give us that answer. Bob 
Jensen, who was Dean of Fine Arts at 
Fullerton College at the time, commis-

sioned artist Todd Frahm to create the 
sculpture. Todd was Artist in Residence 
in 2007.  It was challenging right away, 
as Todd had to locate the right block of 
stone during winter. Fortunately, a quar-
ry in Indiana had a remnant from an ear-
lier cutting, so there was no fear of water 
freezing within the stone and compro-
mising the stone’s integrity. 

The stone block had been rejected for 
the Pentagon repair project after 9/11 
because of a slight imperfection in its 
color, which can be seen in the straight 
edge of the finished piece.  The 19,000-
pound block was delivered by flatbed 
truck and lowered into place by a large 
crane. It took over a month to sculpt the 
piece, with students and many guests 
watching the progress. I’m sure many, 
including myself, driving by were taken 
in by the sight as they are to this day. 
This sculpture and the entire garden are 
yet another piece in the puzzle that 
makes Fullerton the place to be. 

COVID-19 RELIEF

Frustration. Confusion. Elation 
6:22am, a text message. What, a text 

this early? The way things have been 
going for so long, any early morning 
text may not be great news, so this 
seemed a bit ominous. Hooray, it was 
actually a tip that suddenly a walk-up 
COVID-19 vaccination line was form-
ing at St. Jude. My friend got there at 
6am and he was the third car in the park-
ing lot. Definitely worth checking out. 
When I got there, I saw him in line.  Just 
before 9am, when people were being 
welcomed inside for their vaccinations, 
a couple of cretins cut in line, right in 
front of him. I guess they were called by 
the person who let them cut in. They 
were somehow entitled. Or so they 
thought. 

Suddenly, a person of authority came 
out and made an announcement. Anyone 
who was not at least 65 would not be 
getting a vaccine. Did not matter who 
they knew, if they were 64 and a half. 
Whatever excuse, there would be no 
exceptions. The line-cutters slithered 
away and since there were only 100 vac-
cinations available, numbers 99 and 100 
at the end of the line, who had gotten 
there early, would not be sent home 

without a vaccine, after all. A great day, 
and a well-deserved walk of shame.  
Stay tuned for more good news coming 
your way now… 

The next day, 150 vaccines became 
available, and my hopeful in-laws got 
there very early. They were given an 
appointment for later in the day so no 
waiting out in the cold and rain for them. 
Everyone was welcoming and those in 
line were thanked for their patience. 
Trust me, everyone felt lucky to be 
there. The only concern was impending 
rain. The gratitude everyone expressed 
towards those who were working there, 
paid professionals and volunteers alike, 
was best summed up by Gordon, who 
received his vaccine along with his wife 
Lorra. “All I can say is thanks to all con-
cerned for the exceptional way every-
body took care of us,” he said. 
Optimism may be a rare commodity 
these days, but it can be found. And it 
was. 

Note: The Observer cannot confirm 
that vaccines are currently being distrib-
uted this way. To learn about vaccine 
distribution in Orange County, including 
who is eligible to be vaccinated at this 
time visit: covidvaccinefacts.com.

“Tomorrow’s Present” sculpture by Todd Frahm.

“Fallen David” sculpture at CSUF.

The block that would become the hand sculpture at Fullerton College.
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ACROSS 
1. Like some Fr. and Sp. nouns 
5. Luau performance 
9. Angsty music genre 
12. Singer Del Rey 
13. One over par, in golf 
14. "I called it!" 
16. African snake often kept as a pet 
18. "Time ___ a premium" 
19. Kind of ring or swing 
20. Salinger short-story title girl 
21. Bygone Taco Bell offering  
similar to a Sloppy Joe 
27. Will Smith film "___ Legend" 
28. Creative 
29. They're followed 
31. Cry from Homer Simpson 
32. Pro Football Hall of Fame coach  
who popularized the West Coast  
offense 

34. Tree growth rings 
37. Promise to pay the govt.? 
39. Bogota resident, e.g. 
43. Quart divs. 
44. Singers Adam or Miranda 
45. Fencing sword 
46. HS sci. class 
48. Devasting insect for  
the cotton industry 
51. Slight advantage 
53. "If all ___ fails ..." 
54. Singers Diamond or Young 
55. Period of rising stock prices 
61. Undertaking 
62. "The Real Housewives"  
franchise TV station 
63. Big rig 
64. Ave. crossers 
65. ___ gin fizz 
66. Burden 

DOWN 
1. Org. with A's and O's 
2. Battery size 
3. NBC's "Weekend Update" show 
4. With no trace of panic 
5. ___ sandwich (Reuben, e.g.) 
6. "Yuck!" 
7. Fullerton Union High School  
graduate Fender 
8. Author Rand 
9. Falco of "The Sopranos" 
10. Second-longest river  
in North America 
11. "A Promised Land" memoirist 
13. Party invitation abbr., maybe 
15. Originate (from) 
17. D.C. insider 
21. Rodeo ride 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020 

“VOWEL-UABLE” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

CSUF Programs on Culture, Arts, Politics 
Highlight Black History Month

Cal State Fullerton is celebrating 
Black History Month during February 
with a range of virtual programs focus-
ing on culture, arts, and politics, organ-
ized by the African American Resource 
Center. 

Event topics include protests and dis-
sents, Black foods, the Angela Davis 
lecture that took place at CSUF 49 years 
ago, and research on African diasporic 
family histories.  

This year’s theme for the month is 
Black Publications.  

“Black Publications have been a vital 
component to the survival of Black peo-
ple in the United States since the mid-
1800s,” said Torrell Forree, coordinator 
of the African American Resource 
Center. 

“Black newspapers, magazines, and 
journals provided Black people the 
opportunity to center Black voices and 
experiences, often striving to counter 
racist and oppressive narratives and 
images of Black people,” Foree said. 
“These publications, such as Ebony and 
The Chicago Defender, have served the 
Black community since the times of 
slavery, and continue to be vehicles in 
which Black people preserve history and 
express our culture.” 

The complete schedule of the virtual 
events, open to the public, and Zoom 
links and registration information, can 
be found on the African American 
Resource Center website (www.fuller-
ton.edu/aarc/). Here are some of this 
month’s programs: 

Feb. 16, 11:30am to 1pm: Titan 
Table Talks—Black History Month, 
with panelists that include the first 
Black Associated Students president at 
CSUF and others who are active in local 
and national civic engagement. 

Feb. 18, 1-2pm: Black Foods 
Showcase, a lecture by Natalie Graham, 
associate professor of African American 
studies, examining the importance of 
food in Black culture. 

22. Authority on cultural  
and social anthropology 
23. Moray, e.g. 
24. Cornish river 
25. Dickens's "The Mystery  
of ___ Drood" 
26. Backside 
28. Toothpaste tube letters 
30. "Treasure Island" monogram 
32. ___ Bakeries USA (largest  
bakery company in the United States) 
33. Suite spot 
35. Suffix with form 
36. Bausch + ___ 
38. ___ as directed 
40. ___ canto (singing style) 
41. Like offline interaction, initially 
42. "Grab ___-pack of Pacifico  
at the store" 
45. Extremely 
46. Like paper clips 
47. Brainstorms 
49. Zoe's best friend on  
"Sesame Street" 
50. Conductor ___-Pekka Salonen 
52. Fraternal fellows 
55. Small ammo 
56. Modern address 
57. Thai neighbor 
58. First "Jeopardy!" guest  
host after Alex 
59. Outback runner 
60. "My country" follower

Feb. 22, 3-4pm: The Freedom of 
Our Hair, a presentation by Gwen 
Alexis, lecturer of African American 
studies, on the ways natural hair has 
been depicted throughout history, and 
the beauty and versatility of Black hair-
styles. 

Feb. 22, 4-5pm: Black and Able, 
focusing on deconstructing and redefin-
ing the stereotypes of disability and 
mental health within the Black commu-
nity.  

Feb. 23, 1-2:30pm: Critical 
Consciousness: Protest and Dissent, 
highlighting the attack at the Capitol. 

Feb. 25, 4-6pm: Between Roots and 
Routes: Strategies for Researching 
African Diasporic Family Histories 
and the Power of Place, showcasing 
key record collections, tools and strate-
gies for tracing African diasporic ances-
try in the U.S.

Black publications have been a vital 
component to the survival of Black  

people in the US.
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The District has renewed their con-
tract with Total Composition Systems to 
conduct a retiree benefits study in accor-
dance with GASB 75. 

The District has a new contract with  
Ed Consulting CSC for Cognitive 
Guided Instruction (CGI) training and 
coaching from February through May 
2021. 

Board approved the following items: 
• Recurring Non-public Agency 

Master Contract between FSD and Sea 
Change Therapy LLC for Feb10 2021 
through June 30, 2021 

• Cal State Preschool Program and 
Quality Rating and Improvement 
System. 

• Block Grant between Orange 
County Superintendent of schools and 
FSD for programs July 1, 2020 through 
June 30, 2021. 

• New contract with Mifflin Harcourt 
to provide Math 180 curriculum and 
training for the special education pro-
gram for the 2020/2021 school year. 

• New contract with Robolink for 
drone virtual instruction and expenses 
from February through May 2021. 

• New contract between FSD and 
Nava Consulting to develop a District 
Framework for Equity. 

• Agreement between FSD and 
Elevate Education to provide profes-
sional development for Woodcrest 
teachers in the area of Social Justice. 

• A new program that will develop a 
pathway for the Spanish Dual Language 
Academy at the Junior High level at 
both Ladera Vista and Nicolas Junior 
High Schools. 

• Expansion of the FSD Dual 
Language Academy to include Korean 
at Parks Junior High School. 

• Memorandum of Understanding 
between FSD & CSEA to work on 
stipends and early retirement incentives. 

  
Schools News 

  
Congratulations: Fisler School for 

being named a National Blue Ribbon 
School. Valencia Park School named 
again an Apple Distinguished School. 

On Feb. 6, the District hosted the 
Excellenza Event, which gave students 
the opportunity to showcase their 
incredible artistic talents to other stu-
dents and family. 

Nicolas Junior High School recently 
held a "Block Party" that showcased 
students performing acts and activities 
for their classmates and families. This 
was also an opportunity for parents to 
give their input to staff. Also at Nicolas, 
former Rams offensive lineman and 
Hall of Famer Jackie Slater and the 
Women's Olympic Hockey Team visited 
the school. 

Orangethorpe School celebrated the 
opening of their new STEAM Lab. This 
new lab will provide students with 
opportunities to engage in " Design 
Thinking" and "hands-on science activi-
ties" as it is both an Arts Lab and 
Engineering Center.  

Pacific Drive School's after-school 
program 5th graders went on a fishing 
trip sponsored by "Kids Fish On."  

 Fisler School celebrated the opening 
of their new library.

At the February 2 Special Board 
Meeting, the Board of Trustees made the 
decision to return to the Hybrid 
Schedule effective Tuesday, February 
16. The Hybrid Schedule provides stu-
dents the opportunity to have two in-per-
son instructional days, two days of live-
streaming from their homes, and one 
day of instruction using distance learn-
ing (Cohort A or Cohort B).  

The expectation for Cohorts A and B 

is that students will physically attend 
class on their assigned days. Cohort A 
will attend class on Monday/Thursday. 
Cohort B will attend class on 
Tuesday/Friday. 

In addition, this Hybrid Schedule pro-
vides parents/guardians who may not 
feel comfortable having their students 
return to the classroom an option to view 
the instructional lesson from home 
through live streaming (Cohort C).

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board 
information is available by calling  

714-870-2800 or visiting www.fjuhsd.net. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman 

 
Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on  

2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  
1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton.  

For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

RETURN TO HYBRID SCHEDULE 
 ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16

FEBRUARY 9 MEETING

FJUHSD Student Art 
at The Muckenthaler

This annual exhibition showcases the 
best work by local students from La 
Habra, Fullerton, Troy, Sunny Hills, 
Sonora, Buena Park, La Vista, and La 
Sierra high schools as judged by their 
own art teachers. Prizes will be awarded 
in many categories. 

Through February 19. 
Free Admission. Reservations 

required 
Only available for private viewing. All 

visitors are required to wear masks cov-
ering their mouth and nose at all times. 

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center is 
located at 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton. For more information visit 
www.themuck.org.

Work by Shirley Guadarrama, FUHS

Work by Andre Taylor, LHHS

NBCUniversal Grant for Cal State Fullerton 
Advances Training for Diverse Journalists

NBCUniversal News Group has part-
nered with California State University, 
Fullerton to launch NBCU Academy, a 
new training and development program 
for diverse student journalists. Cal State 
Fullerton is the only four-year university 
in California in the 17-campus NBCU 
Academy initiative. 

The partnership aims to narrow the 
opportunity gap for underrepresented 
students studying journalism.  

CSUF storytellers will gain access to 
industry internships and jobs, work one-
on-one with NBCUniversal News 
Group professionals, and benefit from 

scholarships and global training. 
“This grant reflects the consistent 

hard work and excellence of our jour-
nalism faculty and students, as well as 
the strong relationships our campus has 
nurtured for years with community and 
industry leaders,” said Bey-Ling Sha, 
dean of Cal State Fullerton’s College of 
Communications. “Working together, 
we’ll continue to enhance diversity in 
the journalism profession, which is so 
very important for ensuring that our 
Constitutionally-protected right to a free 
press remains a strong bulwark in 
defense of our nation’s democracy.”

Cal State Fullerton is the only four-year university in California selected to  
partner with NBCUniversal News Group and launch NBCU Academy 

 to train underrepresented journalism students.

Art at Home Courses in Creativity Through 
the  Fullerton Community Center

Art at Home brings educational art 
opportunities in the comfort of your own 
home. All courses are created with a cus-
tom theme and include all necessary 
materials/supplies conveniently pack-
aged. Contactless drive-through pick-up 
is offered at the Fullerton Community 
Center.  

Art at Home is a low cost educational 
art program available to all.  

This project is funded in part through 
a grant from the California Department 
of Aging, as allocated by the Orange 
County Board of Supervisors and 
administered by the Office on Aging. 

Through this partnership, Art at Home is 
provided at no cost for older adults ages 
60+. 

Call (714) 738-6575 to register for the 
current Art at Home course while sup-
plies last. Or register online at 
https://fullertoncommunitycenter.com/ar
tathome/.  

The Fullerton Community Center is 
located at 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 

February 23 Course: Romare 
Bearden Collage: Celebrate Black 
History Month with a collage inspired 
by Romare Bearden (1911-1988) a 
Master of the Harlem Renaissance.
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Celebrating Black 
History Month

TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 9th grade

BOOK REVIEW 
by Katie, 9th grade

DIVIDED FIRE

FEATURED PET! 
by Erin, 5th grade

WHAT’S TRENDING 
by Irene, 9th grade

BAKED FETA PASTA

Meet Boyd!

What’s it Like to be  
Black in Fullerton?

by Jennifer San Filippo 
4/5 stars

We’re half-way through Black History 
Month this February. This has been cel-
ebrated since 1976 when President 
Gerald Ford set aside the month for 
national observance.  As an African-
American-Asian teen, this month is  
important to me as it helps me reflect on 
my Black heritage and appreciate all the 
work and sacrifices by those who have 
helped improve the lives of African-
Americans. 

Fullerton’s current 
d e m o g r a p h i c s 
include only 2.5% of 
people who are Black 
and 5.1% who are 
mixed race, which 
borders on being sta-
tistically insignificant 
compared to the 
37.1% who are 
H i s p a n i c / L a t i n o , 
32.8% who are White 
(non-Hispanic), and 
24.3% who are Asian 
(US Census Bureau).  

Despite belonging 
to the minority, not 
anyone from our City 
has made me feel dif-
ferent or inferior 
throughout my child-
hood until now that I 
have become a teen.  In school, no one 
cares about skin color or hair texture.  
Natural friendships are formed based on 
interests and personalities.  My African-
American dad and I attend church, go to 
stores, and restaurants and no one gives 
us a second look nor hesitates to deal 
with us.  Of course, this is the 21st cen-
tury, a far cry from those times in the 
past when racial discrimination was the 

norm.  But this month-long observance 
evokes a sense of gratitude in me for 
being able to live a normal life like the 
one I am living now and  inspires me to 
actively participate in advocacies that 
continue to fight against racism, espe-
cially systemic racism throughout the 
country. 

For those in search of virtual events 
celebrating Black History Month in our 

City, Cal State 
Fullerton has a range of 
virtual programs that 
run from Feb 16 
through Feb 25 with 
interesting topics like 
“Black Foods 
Showcase” (Feb 18, 1-
2pm) and “The 
Freedom of Our Hair” 
(Feb 22, 3-4pm).  
Fullerton College is 
also hosting virtual 
events that focus on 
empowering Black stu-
dents at this time of 
pandemic in order to 
help sustain Black com-
munities.  The last 
event, slated for Feb 22, 
is an interactive event 
on creating a Black cul-
tural business and 

resource center.  The Fullerton School 
District, though it doesn’t have a specif-
ic event planned for Black History 
Month, has issued a letter to the commu-
nity dated January 17, 2021, which 
declares “that the lives of Black students 
matter (Per Resolution 1920-21).”  It 
also renewed  its commitment to support 
diverse communities and to stand 
against racism.

Look at those eyes, quite eager to be 
taken home!  Meet Boyd.  He  loves to 
relax, play, and spend time with you. He 
already learned how to sit during his time 
in his shelter. Although he is a senior, he 
seems like a very smart dog because he 
was only taken in about two months ago. 
Boyd is perfect for a family with older 
kids and adults. If you have another pet, it 
would be best if it is calm. Lots of 
scratches, baths, treats, and attention 
makes him feel loved and happy. If you 
are interested in adopting Boyd, call 714-
935-6848 or go to 
adoption@occr.ocgov.com to see more 
information!    

This month-long  
observance evokes  
a sense of gratitude  
in me for being able  
to live a normal life  

like the one I am  
living now and  
inspires me to  

actively participate  
in advocacies that  
continue to fight  
against racism. 

TikTokers have baked up another food surprise — baked feta pasta — a simple 
yet sophisticated dish that consists of tomatoes, pasta, olive oil, herbs, spices, and 
most importantly, feta cheese. With the one-year anniversary of the COVID-19 
lockdown right around the corner, it’s no surprise that another food trend is domi-
nating social media. Finnish food blogger Jenni Häyrinen is reportedly behind the 
first version of the recipe published in 2019. Currently, Finnish grocery stores have 
noted a large shortage of feta cheese with the growing popularity of this dish. On 
social media platform TikTok, the trending hashtag “#FetaPasta” has amassed over 
100 million views, with thousands of re-creations. This trend is a new take to mak-
ing pasta and for all the food fanatics, it’s the perfect opportunity to cook up a deli-
cious meal — perhaps a special Valentine’s dinner dish for the family.

Divided Fire tells the story of two sis-
ters—Miren, who doesn’t have the abil-
ity to sing, and Kesia, who can sing, but 
depends on her older sister. I really 
loved Kesia and Miren’s relationship 
and the way they would do anything to 
protect each other. During their journey 
to find one another, their paths become 
intricately woven with others to create a 
compelling read. 

I didn’t expect to love this book so 
much, and though it was completely dif-
ferent from what I had expected, I 
enjoyed it. Set in a world where the abil-
ity to sing gives singers the power to 
control elements, this is a well-written 
story that navigates the depths of love 
and the struggles of acceptance. 

This book truly is a solid debut that 
takes you on the journey of two sisters 
who find their way back to one another 
while slowly incorporating the trope of 
found family into the story.  

I would definitely recommend this for 

Maddox Makes Valentine Cookies 
from The Observer Recipe

In the Early February edi-
tion of the Young 
Observers, contributor Erin 
shared a comic that includ-
ed a recipe for Valentine’s  
Day cookies. Young reader 
Maddox followed the recipe 
and made the delicious 
cookies.

the dimensional characters, an interest-
ing storyline, and a pair of sisters who 
will steal your heart.



Page 10 FULLERTON OBSERVER   MID FEBRUARY  2021LOCAL NEWS

Pearl Park 
Renovations 

Complete

australianswimschool.com

A boy rides his bike near the entrance of Pearl Park. PHOTO BY GRACE WIDYATMADJA.

Children play at the newly-opened Pearl Park.

continued from front page

Orange County Supervisor Doug 
Chaffee, who formerly served on 
Fullerton City Council, discussed the 
struggle the City had in acquiring the 
property, which had been owned by over 
30 different owners. 

“A lot of work went into doing that,” 
Chaffee said. He thanked City staff for 
their perseverance. 

Chaffee also acknowledged the group 
Joya Scholars, which provides educa-
tional programs in the neighborhood.  

Clements said that community input 
was important in planning and develop-
ing Pearl Park. “We’d like to thank the 
community for their help in working out 
problems and helping with the park 
design.” 

Fullerton Mayor Bruce Whitaker 
spoke at the ribbon cutting ceremony. 

“The important thing is we’re going to 
have a place for these children to get out 
in the sunshine and fresh air, enjoy ath-
letic endeavors, and just be able to 
play,” Whitaker said. “This new park 
will stand as an example of how partner-
ships between the City and community 
organizations and securing grant-fund-
ing can make exciting things happen.” 

State Assemblymember Sharon 
Quirk-Silva, who also spoke at the rib-
bon cutting, recalled how the idea of 
renovating Pearl Park had been a topic 
of discussion back in 2004 when she 
first served on Fullerton City Council. 

“After many years, too many years, 
it’s finally here,” Quirk-Silva said. “We 
know that this area, north Orange 
County, needs more places like this, so 
we’ll keep working at that.”

Input Needed on Housing in Fullerton 

Did you know the City of Fullerton is creating a Housing Game Plan that aims to 
meet the housing needs of all segments of the community? You can be a part of this  
by participating in the City's Housing Game Plan survey.  

Take it today at www.cityoffullerton.com/housinggameplan and let the City know 
your housing needs and priorities.



 FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 11  MID FEBRUARY  2021 LOCAL NEWS

An Interview with Fullerton School 
Board Trustee Leonel Talavera

Leonel Talavera is the newest member 
of the Fullerton School District Board of 
Trustees, representing Area 5 (south 
Fullerton). He was sworn in on 
December 15, 2020. Here’s an interview 
with Trustee Talavera, lightly edited for 
length and clarity. 

 

What is your background? Why 
did you want to be on the School 
Board? 

 
I used to work at CHOC as a commu-

nity health worker, primarily working in 
underserved, underprivileged neighbor-
hoods in Orange County. My passion 
grew from working with families. Then 
an opportunity came about at Habitat for 
Humanity as a Neighborhood 
Revitalization Manager. I partner with 
residents in south Fullerton to improve 
quality of life—housing, education, eco-
nomic development, transportation. So 
my background lends itself to communi-
ty building. I moved to Fullerton in 2010 
with my wife and two boys. I grew up in 
San Gabriel Valley, in La Puente. Being 
on School Board, I want to be an asset 
and a role model to my family and other 
community members. I want to show 
that we can make a difference being in 
these leadership roles. I want to evolve 
as a person, too. 

 

What are some of your concerns 
with FSD schools and issues stu-
dents and families are facing? 

 
I don’t necessarily have concerns, but 

there’s always a need to grow. There are 
always ongoing needs that the school 
district can improve on—making sure 
that we’re always providing the best 
education that we can to our community. 
Making sure that we’re always trying to 
address the achievement gap.  

 

What is the achievement gap? 
 
It has to do with the State testing, 

making sure that we’re up to par, mak-
ing sure that no kid is left behind, in a 
sense—that we’re providing equal and 
equitable education throughout our dis-
trict at all our schools.  

 

You talked about working in 
south Fullerton. Both historically 
and today there are disproportion-
ately more lower-income Latino 
families in south Fullerton. Can 
you talk about some of the chal-
lenges that kids in your area face 
that maybe kids in other areas 
might not face as much? 

 
We are a higher density area in south 

Fullerton in terms of housing. So when a 
kid goes to school and then has to go 
home to continue their education—with 
homework, projects to do—are they in 
the same environment that they are in at 

the schools? That’s definitely one of the 
things that the pandemic has really 
shown—that’s a big challenge to the 
Latino community, especially here in 
Fullerton, is can you have a family of 5, 
three siblings, virtually learning from 
home in a decent manner? Or is every-
one confined and restricted in limited 
space? I think the schools do an amazing 
job of bringing the resources and the 
support that they need in south 
Fullerton. I think there’s always 
improvements—there’s always a need, 
always challenges, whether it’s technical 
support, or making sure that they’re 
being provided with the same opportuni-
ties to further their education both at 
home and in the classroom.  

 

What is the District doing to 
address some of those needs and 
challenges faced by people in your 
area in terms of technology or oth-
erwise during the pandemic? 

 
They have these mobile hot spots—

school buses with network hubs that 
they are able to drive around so WiFi 
can reach out into the community more. 
They were doing that pre-pandemic, and 
then obviously they had to gear up when 
COVID-19 hit. They provide hot spots 
free of charge, technical support, and 
resources for families to be able to get 
Internet providers at a low cost.  

 

I’ve heard that a high percentage 
of our students live in poverty. 
What are McKinney-Vento kids? 

 
McKinney-Vento is any student who 

is categorized as homeless. The school 
district has a department that works with 
them, and they provide them with all the 
resources that they need to make sure 
they can continue coming to school and 
receive food. They also try to connect 
them with housing resources. The 
biggest challenge with McKinney-Vento 
is that they have to self-identify. 
[According to the latest available data, 
the number of McKinney-Vento students 
in the Fullerton School District is 168].  

 

What about overall poverty? 
 
It depends on how you determine that. 

Do we count families as living in pover-
ty based on them qualifying for free and 
reduced lunches? That’s a large percent-
age. In south Fullerton, that’s anywhere 
from 50-70% of students, depending on 
the school. Do you base “poverty” on 
that, do you base it on census data? It’s 
hard to say, but I think there are multiple 
factors that go into what the poverty rate 
is in any city. But the number of students 
in the District who qualify for free and 
reduced lunches—that number is high 
[48.62% districtwide, according to the 
latest available data]. That was one of 
the biggest needs early on in the pan-

demic, especially over the summer—
making sure the kids had access to food. 
I think the District did a good job of 
responding to that—setting up the lunch 
program throughout the summer, and 
continuing to do that on holidays or non-
school days.  

 

What policy changes would you 
like to see? 

 
In coming into this role, my way of 

thinking was to be the asset and just be 
the person that I am. I don’t have an 
agenda. I just want to lend myself, to 
make sure that the District continues to 
allow all students to thrive—just making 
sure there’s quality education that’s 
equitable. 

 

What are some new and interest-
ing things you’ve learned so far?  

 
Financially, we have to make sure that 

we’re stable and viable. That’s one of 
my responsibilities as a Boardmember. 
So I’m learning a lot about the financial 
aspect of a district. Also, I came in dur-
ing the pandemic so that’s definitely 
kept me on my toes. It’s a unique situa-
tion. I’m hoping soon we can see what it 
looks like without having to focus on 
COVID numbers and vaccinations and 
things like that.  

 

Where is the District in terms of 
returning to in-person learning? 

 
We went back to our in-person learn-

ing (with hybrid and virtual options) 
February 1.  

 

Can you talk about the 
“Listening Tour” that came out of 
the Black Lives Matter protests 
over the summer and the conver-
sations it sparked? 

 
My hope is making sure that we listen 

to both the community and the District, 
to see how we move forward with social 
justice issues, how we’re talking about 
that in the classrooms. 

 

You’re talking about racial and 
social justice. Could this process 
potentially affect the curriculum? 
Or what could come out of this? 

 
Essentially, we’re making sure that 

we’re really addressing any social jus-
tice issues both historically and also in 
our present time. They’ve held the lis-
tening tours already and have already 
gotten a lot of feedback. On December 
15, the day I was sworn in, they present-
ed the findings of the listening tour. And 
then on the 26th, we had the consultant 
share with us—talking us through where 
the district is at, and how we can move 
forward, and how she can help us inte-
grate that feedback into the day-to-day 
both in the district and at each school—
how they roll that out. Some schools 
already have some activities. I know 
Woodcrest has a book club and they’re 
focusing a lot of their book choices on 
social justice issues. So they’ve been 
leading on this. Some schools are 
already in a sense implementing what 
they want to see.  

 

How important is funding the 
arts program throughout the dis-
trict, or should it continue to rely 
on community donors? 

 
With regard to All the Arts for All the 

Kids and other partners, I think those are  
great partnerships between both the 
District and the community. The District 
doesn’t rely solely on community 
donors for arts programming. The 
District does budget some dollars for 
arts program. I think it’s good whenever 
there’s a non-profit that can lend itself 
and be an asset to the community, to its 
stakeholders, making sure that it’s a 
viable collaboration building on the 
strengths and talents that that organiza-
tion might already have. If it aligns with 
the district’s goals, then why not?  

 

Do you support restorative prac-
tices (Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Support)—tak-
ing a less punitive approach to stu-
dents, and making sure we help 
them learn and grow from mis-
takes? 

 
We should definitely support this. It’s 

important to address things with a 
growth mindset and understanding mak-
ing sure there’s positive reinforcements. 
We’re always going to be learning. 
We’re always going to be growing. 
We’re not perfect. Everyone is human. 
People make mistakes and we should 
address that in a more positive way, with 
a growth mindset. My wife has really 
drawn this onto me—it’s a good way of 
leadership and developing and coach-
ing. When students do something 
wrong, let’s always try to get to the root 
cause and make sure they understand so 
it doesn’t happen again.  

 

What does that look like in prac-
tice? 

 
With regard to suspensions or expul-

sions, we want to avoid those and make 
sure we find a way to get to the root 
cause, and help the person develop and 
grow from their mistakes—how do we 
get them to shift in a more positive 
direction?  

 

Is there anything you think peo-
ple should be aware of that we 
haven’t touched on? 

 
I wear many hats—my resident hat, 

my Habitat for Humanity Hat, and my 
School Board hat. I am pretty civically 
engaged, and I’m hoping for more peo-
ple to get engaged. I want that everyday 
person to feel like, “Hey this is some-
thing I could do.”  I am accessible. You 
can e-mail me at 
leonel_talavera@myfsd.org. 
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LA VOZ LATINA   
a Spanish Language column

Confronting COVID-19 with Faith, Endurance 
in Absence of Money, Health Insurance

by Sonia Rojas 
 
 As we come upon the one-year mark 

of the Coronavirus pandemic, its effects 
continue to touch the lives of many in 
our community. Data reveal the virus 
has impacted the Latino community at a 
disproportionate rate due to factors such 
as lower rates of health insurance, over-
exposure at essential workplaces, and 
multigenerational households. What the 
numbers cannot capture, however, are 
the emotional wounds families have 
endured and continue to overcome. I had 
the privilege of speaking to three fami-
lies of our community to share their sto-
ries, stories often forgotten amidst the 
seemingly endless chaos of our times. 

Cristina and her husband Rafael have 
lived in Fullerton for nearly 20 years. In 
early July, she developed a persistent 
headache followed by a fever. Not 
knowing where to go for a test, her sis-
ter-in-law referred them to an urgent 
care that offers rapid tests for $125. 
Cristina tested positive for COVID-19. 
Later that week, her 
youngest daughter also 
tested positive a day 
before she was to receive 
her First Holy 
Communion at St. Philip 
Benizi Church. Soon 
after, her husband and 
eldest daughter discov-
ered they were positive 
as well. Cristina and her 
husband paid $125 for 
each of the six tests that 
her family needed. 
Remembering this expe-
rience brought tears to 
Cristina’s eyes. She was 
not afraid when she 
found out she had COVID-19 and relied 
on her faith for strength and hope. 
Cristina has no immediate family in the 
United States and sadly, her father 
passed away while she was in isolation. 
“This pandemic has marked my life 
because I am alone in this country, com-
pletely alone. I was not able to say good-
bye to my father and I will never forget 
that. I give thanks to God for giving me 
another opportunity to live.” Cristina is 
also grateful for her husband, Rafael, 
and referred to him as her angel for tak-
ing care of her. 

For Lupita and her husband, online 
learning has been challenging, especial-
ly for one of her boys with ADHD. Her 
work hours were reduced to part-time, 
followed by increased food expenses 
from having her four kids home from 
school. At the end of July, Lupita tested 
positive for COVID-19. Two days later, 
her husband tested positive, as well. Her 
two daughters have emergency Medical 
and were able to get tested. Luckily, they 
were negative. Her two boys do not have 
health care and were never tested. 
“Going through COVID has been one of 
the hardest things in my life,” Lupita 
said. “Not knowing what was going to 
happen, thinking if our symptoms were 
going to get worst. We still have rem-
nant effects from COVID. We are not 

Superando el COVID-19 con la fe y fortaleza 
en ausencia de dinero y seguro de salud 

A un año del comienzo de la pandemia 
de Coronavirus, las vidas de muchos en 
nuestra comunidad siguen siendo afec-
tadas.  Las estadísticas demuestran que 
la comunidad Latina ha sido impactada 
mayormente debido a factores como 
falta de seguro médico, sobreexposición 
en lugares de trabajo y hogares multi-
generacionales. Sin 
embargo, lo que las 
estadísticas no pueden 
capturar son las heridas 
emocionales que estas 
familias han soportado y 
continúan superando. 
Tuve el privilegio de 
platicar con tres familias 
de nuestra comunidad 
para compartir sus histo-
rias, historias que a 
menudo son olvidadas 
en medio del caos que 
vivimos. 

Cristina y su esposo 
Rafael han vivido en 
Fullerton por casi veinte 
años. A principios de 
Julio, Cristina sintió un dolor de cabeza 
persistente seguido por fiebre. Al no 
saber donde recurrir para una prueba de 
COVID-19, su cuñada les dijo de una 
clínica de urgencias que ofrece pruebas 
rápidas por $125. Cristina resultó positi-
va por COVID-19. A final de esa sem-
ana, su hija menor también resultó posi-
tiva, un día antes de celebrar su Primera 
Comunión en la iglesia de San Felipe 
Benizi. Días después, su esposo e hija 
mayor descubrieron que tenían COVID-
19. Cristina y su esposo tuvieron que 
pagar $125 por cada una de las seis 
pruebas que necesitaron. Cristina se 
conmovió al recordar esta experiencia. 
No tuvo miedo al enterarse que tenía 
COVID ya que pudo confiar en su fe 
para darle fuerza y esperanza. Cristina 
no tiene familia en los Estados Unidos y 
tristemente, su padre falleció mientras 
ella estaba aislada. “Esta pandemia ha 
marcado mi vida porque estoy sola en 
este país, completamente sola. No pude 
despedirme de mi papa y eso nunca que 
se me va a olvidar. Le doy gracias a Dios 
por darme otra oportunidad de vivir.” 
Cristina agradece a su esposo Rafael y 
lo llama su ángel por haber cuidado de 
ella.  

  Para Lupita y su esposo, el apren-
dizaje a distancia de sus hijos ha sido 
difícil, especialmente para uno de sus 
niños que padece de ADHD. Sus horas 
de trabajo fueron reducidas, mientras 
que los gastos de comida incrementaron 
al tener a sus cuatro hijos en casa. A 
finales de julio, Lupita resultó positiva 
por COVID. Dos días después, su 

esposo también resultó positivo. Dos de 
sus hijas tiene Medical de emergencia y 
pudieron hacerse pruebas que por suerte 
salieron negativas. Sus dos hijos no 
tienen cobertura medica y no pudieron 
hacerse pruebas. “Tener COVID ha sido 
una de las cosas más difíciles de mi 
vida. No sabíamos que iba a pasar, si 

nuestros síntomas iban a 
empeorar. Todavía tenemos 
secuelas del COVID. No 
somos los mismos de 
antes.” Familiares y ami-
gos de Lupita proveyeron 
comida y despensa a sus 
hijos mientras ella y su 
esposo estuvieron aislados. 

Mi última entrevista fue 
con Rosa. Rosa es ama de 
casa, pero limpia una ofici-
na una vez al mes y hace 
poco comenzó a limpiar 
una casa una vez a la sem-
ana. Su esposo trabaja para 
una pequeña compañía de 
publicidad y aunque no 
tuvo trabajo por un par de 

meses, continuó recibiendo un salario 
parcial, algo que Rosa agradece mucho. 
Rosa me compartió que “Al principio, 
no acepté ayuda por medio de tarjetas de 
regalo de la iglesia porque sabía que 
otros la necesitaban más.” Su esposo 
empezó a sentir síntomas a principios de 
julio. Rosa y su esposo pagaron $200 
para hacerse la prueba de COVID. Su 
esposo resultó positivo y estuvo 21 días 
en aislamiento. “Yo me tranquilizaba 
por mi esposo y mis hijos, pero por den-
tro estaba nerviosa.” Rosa no tiene 
familia en los Estados Unidos, pero 
pudo acudir a la familia de su esposo y 
amistades para pedirles sus oraciones. 
Después de que su esposo contrajo 
COVID, Rosa recibió una tarjeta de 
regalo para comprar comida. 

Estas historias de nuestra comunidad 
solo ofrecen un pequeño vistazo a la 
realidad que muchos han padecido 
durante los últimos doce meses. Durante 
mis conversaciones con estas mujeres, 
fue evidente que sus familias y su fe 
fueron su motivación para perseverar las 
dificultades. Desde estar lejos de sus 
familias, hasta navegar el mundo 
desconocido de las pruebas de COVID. 
Su fuerza y fortaleza son admirables y 
nos recuerdan a apoyar a los más vulner-
ables de nuestra comunidad y abogar 
por sus necesidades.  

 

Visitar covidvaccinefacts.com para 
obtener más información sobre 

pruebas y vacunas, o llamar  
a la línea directa COVID-19  

al (714) 834-2000.

the same.” While isolated from their par-
ents, Lupita’s children were supported 
by family and friends who dropped off 
groceries and meals. 

My last interview was with Rosa. She 
is mainly a stay-at-home 
mom but cleans an office 
once a month and recent-
ly started cleaning a 
home once a week. Her 
husband works for a 
small advertising compa-
ny and continued to 
receive partial pay during 
months of slow business, 
something that Rosa is 
very grateful for. “At first 
we did not accept gift 
cards from our church 
because I knew others 
needed it more than us,” 
Rosa shared. Her hus-
band started having 

symptoms in early July. They paid $200 
each to get tested because they do not 
have health care. Her results came back 
negative but her husband was positive 
and spent the following 21 days in isola-
tion. “I stayed calm for my husband and 
my boys, but inside, I was nervous.” 
Rosa does not have relatives in the U.S., 
but she reached out to her husband’s 
family and friends asking for prayers. 
After her husband contracted COVID-
19, her family received a gift card to 
purchase groceries. 

These stories from our community are 
only a glimpse into the reality of what 
many have endured during the last 12 
months. Throughout my conversations 
with these women, it was evident that 
family and faith have fueled them to per-
severe over all difficulties, from being 
far away from their families, to navigat-
ing the unfamiliar world of COVID-19 
testing. Their strength and resilience are 
humbling and a reminder for all to con-
tinue supporting the vulnerable and 
advocating for their needs. 

 

The Orange County Healthcare 
Agency urges residents to visit 

covidvaccinefacts.com for more 
information about testing and vacci-

nations, or call the COVID-19 
Hotline at (714) 834-2000.

    
What the  

numbers cannot  
capture are the  

emotional wounds 
families have 
endured and  
continue to  
overcome.

   
Lo que las  

estadísticas no 
pueden capturar 
son las heridas 

emocionales que 
estas familias han 

soportado y  
continúan  
superando. 

Rosa y su familia.

Cristina and her husband Rafael. 

La Voz Latina, written by local volunteers, seeks to provide 
 a voice for Fullerton’s Latino community.
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History of the Hetebrink 
Houses on CSUF Campus

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2020

While many Fullerton residents may 
be familiar with the Heritage House at 
the CSUF Arboretum, they may not be 
familiar with the two other historic 
houses buried in the university’s mas-
sive campus, both historically referred 
to as Hetebrink houses. Now known as 
the Hetebrink House and the Mahr 
House, they were built on land that was 
eventually purchased by the state of 
California in the 1950s for the future 
campus of Cal State Fullerton. Today, 
these two buildings are used by the uni-
versity for different purposes—the 
Hetebrink House as the home of Titan 
Athletics and the Mahr House as the 
home of alumni affairs.   

In an earlier column, I wrote about the 
old two-story Hetebrink residence bor-
dering the campus of Fullerton College 
close to the corner of Berkeley Avenue 
and East Chapman, but I hadn’t known 
about the other Hetebrink House here in 
Fullerton. While it may not be as visible 
as the one on Chapman, the other 
Hetebrink House is now known as 
“Titan House,” since the brick structure 
on the university’s campus served as the 
administrative offices of the CSUF foot-
ball team. According to the book 
Fullerton: A Pictorial History, written 
by Bob Ziebell, “The residence was 
once that of the Henry T. Hetebrink fam-
ily (a son, John W, built the house on 
Chapman) who operated a dairy farm on 
the site.” It has been at the same location 
since its construction back in 1886 and 
is now “one of the last remnants of the 
land’s history,” according to journalist 
Steve Emmons in the Los Angeles 
Times’ “OC Then and Now” section. 

In an article Emmons wrote for the 
L.A. Times back in 2000, titled 
“Renovated Titan House soon will be 
home to Cal State Fullerton’s athletics 
director,” he went into the details of the 
house’s history. It was here I learned that 
“in 1872, Henry T. Hetebrink, then only 
18 and an immigrant from Germany, 
bought 160 acres near Fullerton for $10 
an acre.” On this land Hetebrink started 
the area’s first major dairy farm, provid-
ing butter and eggs for most of the town, 
and pioneered the farming of English 
walnuts. 

“Fullerton Heritage tried to make the 
house a landmark in the late 1990s, but 

the university wouldn’t go for it,” Cheri 
Pape, Local History Archivist at the 
Fullerton Public Library, wrote via 
email. “They did, at least, agree to 
restore it rather than demolish the build-
ing.” She emailed me an old landmark 
application that was never approved. 
“It’s funny to look at. Today that appli-
cation would run 60 
pages,” she wrote. 

According to the 
unapproved landmark 
application, the red-
clay brick structure was 
built on the site of an 
earlier home construct-
ed in 1875 but was 
burned down in 1884 
by “boys playing with 
matches.” In the 1880s 
after an uncontrolled 
shepherd’s fire fueled 
by Santa Ana winds 
spread across a large 
area of Fullerton, the 
house and dairy farm 
burned down. What is 
now known as the 
Hetebrink Home was 
built by the family in 
1886. According to newspapers at the 
time, the Hetebrink home was the center 
of social activities of all kinds, including 
the weddings of friends and neighbors. 
The bricks the house was made from 
were produced locally at a kiln behind 
what is now Fullerton College. Today, it 
is the only brick house left from the 
City’s early years. 

The unapproved historic landmark 
application also talked about the land the 
house was built on. “Originally, the land 
was part of the San Gabriel Mission. 
After secularization, Governor Juan 
Bautista Alvarado granted, in 1837, to 
Juan Pacifico Ontiveros a part of the for-
mer mission lands. This grant was 
known as San Juan Cajon de Santa 
Ana.” I learned that Juan Pacifico 
Ontiveros sold the land to Abel Stearns.  

Stearns, generally known as Don 
Abel, was a native of Massachusetts and 
a naturalized Mexican citizen who came 
to California in 1829 before the 
American occupation. He operated a 
successful general merchandise store in 
Los Angeles, began to buy land and 

became the largest ranch owner in 
Southern California. He married 
Senorita Arcadia, the daughter of Don 
Juan Bandini, and a member of one of 
the proudest Spanish families. 

After the drought of 1864 to 1865, 
during which Don Abel is said to have 
lost 30,000 cattle, the financially 
pressed Stearn family, who had acquired 
much of the property from distressed 
Californios, was rescued by his friend 
Alfred Robinson. Robinson persuaded a 
group of Northern California capitalists 
to underwrite a subdivision plan for the 
Stearns’ property. On May 25, 1868, 
Stearns deeded 177,796 acres to 

Robinson as trustee. It 
was from Robinson that 
Henry Hetebrink 
bought his land, and it 
was this land that he 
built his home on, 
which eventually 
became a part of 
California State 
University, Fullerton. 
The building has been 
occupied by various 
campus entities through 
the years. Today, it is 
used as administrative 
offices by CSUF’s 
Athletic department. 

Just a little way away 
from the old Hetebrink 
residence is the 
Spanish-style Mahr 

House. According to a story from the 
CSUF Alumni webpage, in 1928 a son 
of Henry and Rebecca Hetebrink built a 
house for one his daughters as a wed-
ding gift on a different section of the 
family’s land. But the wedding never 
took place and Lottie Hetebrink never 
had the chance to live in this Spanish 
revival-style home. In an article in the 
October 5, 1982 issue of the Daily Titan, 
student reporter Tamera A. Bailey has 
Albert (Pete) Hetebrink noting that 
Lottie never lived in the house because 
she lost it shortly after completion due 
to the 1929 crash and subsequent 
Depression. The Mahr family purchased 
the residence, completed it in 1931, and 
held onto it until the late 1950s when the 
state of California purchased it for the 
CSUF campus. 

In the early 1960s, founding CSUF 
President William B. Langsdorf con-
verted the upstairs six bedrooms of the 
Lottie M. Hetebrink House into offices 
for himself and his administrative staff 
of 30 employees. Langsdorf took over 
the master bedroom for his office. 
Supplies and files were stored in cabi-

nets built above the bathtub in the sec-
ond story bathroom. Downstairs, the liv-
ing room was shared by administrative 
and student advising and counseling 
staff members. Full-time faculty met in 
the dining room. A fire escape was 
installed from the upper floor of the 
building to conform to safety standards.  

According to a 1999 Fullerton 
Observer article by Kathleen Asay, with 
few other structures in the area it 
housed, as needed, the president’s 
office, a faculty meeting center, even a 
health center. At one time, a bookstore 
operated out of the living room. As the 
college changed, so did its use of the 
home. The garage of the Mahr House 
was converted into an eating area and 
patio at the north wing in late 1965 and 
was advertised as the faculty club, a 
place for faculty, staff, administration, 
and retirees to exchange ideas. 
Unfortunately, the renovation compro-
mised the building’s historic integrity, 
and due to its distance from the campus 
at the time, the faculty club never caught 
on. 

Then, for a while, the University 
Foundation occupied the high-ceilinged, 
sunlit rooms until the Foundation, too, 
found larger accommodations on cam-
pus. The house was vacant when the 
Alumni Association took over. In the 
1990s, the CSUF Office of Alumni 
Engagement moved into the house and 
has used it since for a longer stretch of 
time than any other previous office, 
department, or organization. 

Restoration began in 1995, and it was 
renamed the George G. Golleher 
Alumni House after receiving a dona-
tion of more than $100,000 from 1971 
sociology alumnus George G. Golleher, 
CEO of Ralphs Grocery Company. The 
restoration project was headed by 
Corona del Mar architect Ron Yeo. Yeo 
hired Richard Keit, who had started pro-
ducing tile in 1978 at his RTK Studios in 
Ojai, to create handmade tiles for the 
restoration. Once open for public use for 
weddings, receptions, and special-occa-
sion rentals, the house is now geared 
specifically toward housing CSUF-spe-
cific events, such as Alumni Association 
and board activities, campus fundrais-
ers, and meetings, alumni events, net-
working events, and seminars and work-
shops by departments across the univer-
sity’s massive campus. 

The presence of both Hetebrink 
Houses on the CSUF campus, amid the 
more modern structures, links the uni-
versity with the cultural, agricultural 
and architectural growth of Orange 
County.

   
The bricks the  

house was made  
from were  

produced locally  
at a kiln behind  

what is now  
Fullerton College. 
Today, it is the only 

brick house  
left from the City’s 

early years.

Mahr House.

Titan House.
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2021 Muck Artist in 
Residence to Focus on 

Accessibility

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center has 
announced its third Artist-in-Residence, 
Erin Schalk, for the 2021 Season. 

During her residency she intends to 
focus on projects for the blind and visu-
ally impaired, including expanding art 
class access to that community and 
curating a gallery exhibition of work 
from visually impaired artists. 

Schalk graduated with her MFA in 
Studio Art from the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago in 2017, and has 
exhibited her art throughout the United 
States, Europe, and in Japan. She holds 
a BFA in Studio Art from the University 
of Oklahoma (2010), a BA in East Asian 
Studies from the University of Maryland 
(2015), and a Master of Arts in Art from 
the University of Dallas. From 2010 to 
2013, she lived and worked in Okinawa, 
Japan, also as an artist, writer, and 
teacher.  

Currently, Schalk works as a visual 
arts educator for adults with total blind-
ness and low vision. She has previously 
worked with the Orange County 
Museum of Art and UCLA’s National 
Arts and Disability Center to create an 
online, accessible exhibition tour.   

On her selection, Muck CEO Farrell 
Hirsch said, “This year we had more 

submissions than ever, and a much high-
er quality of competition for the posi-
tion. What made Erin stand out to our 
committee was the combination of a 
great resume, relevant experience, and a 
very deep passion and commitment for a 

specific set of projects. She was the per-
fect mix of an artist with a vision and a 
person who could realize that vision.” 

 For more information on The Muck's 
Artist in Residence program, visit: 
www.themuck.org/artist-in-residence.

COUNCIL, BOARD, PUBLIC WEIGH IN ON 
FUTURE OF FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER

by Jesse La Tour 
 
At the request of Mayor Bruce 

Whitaker, Fullerton City Council 
received an update and discussed the 
current status and future of the Fullerton 
Museum Center (FMC) at their Feb. 2 
meeting. Members of the FMC 
Association Board of Trustees and mem-
bers of the public also addressed Council 
via Zoom and written comments in 
which they expressed 
support for re-opening 
the Museum (when it is 
allowed) and asking for 
better communication 
between the City and the 
Board. 

Prior to Council 
Discussion, City 
Manager Ken Domer 
gave a report on the sta-
tus of the FMC, how 
funding and staffing were 
affected by COVID-19, 
and proposed a possible 
partnership with a third 
party in the future, such 
as Fullerton College or 
Cal State Fullerton. 

As a result of the pandemic, the 
Museum’s activities have been limited 
since March 2020. At that time, its part-
time employees were laid off. In August, 
two of the Museum’s full-time employ-
ees were laid off, and one was given 
another role in the Parks and Rec 
Department. Additionally, major fund-
ing for the Museum ($320,000) was cut 
in last year’s budget. 

During the pandemic, FMCA Board 
members and volunteers were able to 
keep the gift shop and galleries open 
intermittently through early December 
(each time the Governor reduced restric-
tions). Additionally, an art exhibit “The 
FMC and ME” ran through the end of 
the Market season in October. 

These key factors—funding/staffing 
and COVID-19 restrictions—continue 
to hinder the Museum’s ability to fully 
re-open. 

“At such a time that the Museum can 
be re-opened, even at minimal levels 
(such as on weekends), the City does not 

have the available funding to staff the 
Museum nor fund the operations,” 
Domer’s report says. 

To fill the funding and staffing gap, 
Domer proposed that a third partner, 
such as Fullerton College or CSUF, be 
added to the Museum operations. 

Both Mayor Whitaker and Mayor Pro 
Tem Nick Dunlap said they had recently 
met with the FMC Association Board of 
Trustees and expressed frustration at the 

lack of communication 
between the City and the 
Board. 

“I had the opportunity 
to participate in a con-
versation with 15-20 
Board members last 
week and I was very 
frustrated to hear the 
way they’ve described 
being treated for the 
entirety of the pandem-
ic,” Dunlap said. “Not 
only have they been 
physically locked out of 
the facilities they’ve 
been locked out of these 
processes where there 
are really important deci-

sions being made about exploring the 
future of the Museum Center, and 
they’re not even at the table…I would 
certainly expect much better communi-
cation to anybody who’s conducting 
business or deliberating on behalf of the 
City.” 

Mayor Whitaker echoed these con-
cerns, and added that City Council, too, 
“should be kept up to date on any nego-
tiations that are going on for any outside 
parties. We need to receive regular 
reports on what’s being decided.” 

Domer apologized and said, “We can 
do better on that, and I don’t know why 
exactly that occurred,” referring to 
Board members not having access to the 
building. 

Janet Buzan, Vice President of the 
Fullerton Museum Center Board of 
Trustees, said that members of the Board 
learned after the fact that CSUF person-
nel had been given a tour of the FMC 
facility in December and Board mem-
bers were not included. 

“Although the FMC Board of Trustees 
is open to collaboration opportunities, 
we should be informed and included in 
any potential collaborative conversa-
tions,” Buzan said. 

Board member Carol Henke asked 
that the City restore funding for the 
FMC, saying it is “an important institu-
tion, anchoring the downtown.” 

Several members of the public spoke 
via Zoom or submitted eComments in 
support of the Fullerton Museum Center. 
Here are some of their comments: 

“FMC is a place where diverse people 
can feel joy in belonging together. We 
need the Museum now more than ever.” 

“The FMC brings culture and commu-
nity to our amazing City. The Farmer’s 
Market and Museum are what make our 
City special. My children have picked 
up their awesome art kits throughout the 
pandemic. Please save this amazing 
space.” 

“Art and culture are what make a soci-
ety great.” 

After listening to public comments, 
City Councilmembers discussed and 
gave direction for next steps. 

Mayor Pro Tem Dunlap suggested that 
the City target April 15 as a potential re-
opening date for at least a few days a 
week. 

Domer said that right now Fullerton is 
under the State’s most restrictive tier, 

which only allows outdoor (not indoor) 
Museum activity. 

Councilmember Jesus Silva said, “I 
think we can figure out a way to bring it 
back at least for three days a week start-
ing in April, when maybe we can get out 
of the restrictive tier and have more 
events.” 

Silva also suggested increasing mem-
bership dues to raise funds and asked the 
Mayor to work with the City Manager to 
find the funding in the budget. 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra, who 
was recently chosen by Council to serve 
on the Museum Board, said that he 
hopes “to be a conduit between the City 
and the museum center and the arts com-
munity at large because I think that one 
of the big issues that I’ve found is that 
there’s a lack of communication.” 

Mayor Whitaker said he supported 
increasing fundraising efforts to help the 
Museum support itself. 

Councilmember Jung said he supports 
targeting April as a possible re-opening 
date, and Council voted unanimously to 
give this direction. 

 Whether the Museum is able to actu-
ally re-open and what that will look like 
will depend on where Orange County 
falls within the State’s Blueprint for a 
Safer Economy at that time, and whether 
the City (or its partners like the Board) 
are able to adequately fund and staff it. 

    
“FMC is a  
place where  

diverse people  
can feel joy in 

belonging together. 
We need the  

Museum now  
more than ever.”

City Council discussed the future of the Fullerton Museum Center on Feb. 2.

Artist Erin Schalk.

“Marsh” by Erin Schalk. Gouache and digital overlay on watercolor paper.
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HITS  
&   
MISSES  

by Joyce Mason © 2020

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 

A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

THE DIG: TWO HITS

Set in Suffolk County, England, just 
before Britain entered the second world 
war, “The Dig” is based on an actual 
archaeological dig that uncovered treas-
ures surprising to both scholars and his-
torians. Director Simon Stone bases his 
movie on a book by the same name 
describing the uncovering of the now 
famous  Sutton Hoo treasure, much of 
which is still on display in the British 
Museum. 

Edith Pretty (Carey 
Mulligan), a wealthy 
widow with a young son, 
lives on an estate in eastern 
England near the North 
Sea. On the grounds of the 
estate are several very 
large mounds of earth 
arranged in a way that 
resembles burial grounds. 
Having at one time been 
admitted to a university to 
study archaeology, Edith 
had been dissuaded by her 
father who felt that such an 
education was unsuitable 
for a young woman.  But 
her interest in that pursuit has remained. 

With both the funds and the time now 
to explore her passion for uncovering 
the past, Edith hires an experienced 
although working-class excavator, Basil 
Brown (Ralph Fiennes), to dig up at 
least one of the mounds. Not a scientist 
by education, he had learned excavating 
techniques from his father and his own 
continued research has prepared him for 
this endeavor. After some partial 
exploratory digging, he and Edith settle 
on one particular mound that she feels 
has the most promise. 

Edith’s young son, Robert, already 
interested in astronomy, discovers that 
Basil has brought a telescope with him 
and the two indulge in star-gazing each 
night after a day of digging in the 
ground. During the daytime, there are 
continual reminders of imminent war as 
RAF planes are seen and heard buzzing 
overhead. When Basil’s digging finally 
uncovers the outlines of an 88-foot-long 
wooden ship, the news spreads and soon 
archaeologists from the British Museum 
descend upon the excavation site. 

The wooden outline appears to be that 
of a Viking ship.  Among the archeolo-

gists sent by the Museum to assist  in the 
dig are a young couple, Stuart (Ben 
Chaplin) and his wife Peggy (Lily 
James), and a sub-plot unfolds as we 
observe their frayed marriage.  

Carefully using brushes and refined 
digging tools, the team searches for arti-
facts buried within the ship and it is 
Peggy who comes upon jewelry made of 
gold set with garnets. These would not 

have been found on a 
Viking ship. Basil has said 
all along that he thought 
the ship pre-dated the 
Vikings and was probably 
from the sixth century.  He 
is proved correct; the ship 
dates back to Anglo-Saxon 
times. This discovery 
brings even more archae-
ologists and historians to 
the site as they realize the 
discovered treasures are 
rare relics from Anglo-
Saxon culture. 

While all of these scien-
tific developments occur, 
we see Edith visiting doc-

tors as she struggles with an illness that 
endangers her life. She finds satisfaction 
and pride in the discovery she has 
brought about—a discovery that will 
change the study of early Anglo-Saxon 
culture.  But she worries about the care 
of her son Robert when her illness wors-
ens.   With this in mind, Edith summons 
her cousin Rory (Johnny Flynn) for his 
assistance. Many plot developments 
ensue as Rory arrives and as a declara-
tion of war grows even closer.  

 Both Mulligan and Fiennes provide 
superb performances.  Fiennes, who 
became famous in the 1990s for his por-
trayal of the English patient in the movie 
by that name, has moved from romantic 
leads to roles of older and often eccen-
tric characters. His portrayal of Basil is 
shaded and nuanced as we learn more 
and more about the confidence he has 
developed pursuing a field comprised 
mostly of academics.  The versatile 
Mulligan is convincing in her role as 
Edith even as she stars in another newly 
released film, “Promising Young 
Woman.”  Her career continues to grow 
and diversify. 

“The Dig” can be seen on Netflix.

“Taking Up Space” Exhibition 
 at the Brea Gallery

The Brea Gallery is presenting its first 
exhibition of 2021, from January 30 to  
March 26. “Taking Up Space” is a 
deeply personal and intimate group 
show that features a diverse group of 
women artists who share their stories, 
cultures, and perspectives through their 
artistic practices. Staged to supplement 
rather than negate the typically male-
dominated exhibitions of the past, this 
show will highlight expe-
riences, struggles, and 
strengths of these women 
while providing visitors an 
opportunity to look 
through the eyes of these 
talented artists who come 
together in this space. Ten  
artists are featured in the 
exhibition: Chloe Allred, 
Catalina Bellizzi-Itiola, 
Hazel Choo, Alexandra 
Carter, Lanise Howard, 
Carmen Mardonez, Elisa 
Ortega Montilla, Juliana 
Rico, Jacqueline 
Valenzuela, and Diane 
Williams. 

Due to the sudden and extended clo-
sures last year, the Brea Gallery post-
poned the “Taking Up Space” exhibit, 
which had been originally scheduled to 
be on view during the summer of 2020, 
in order to continue plans for last year’s 
annual “Made in California” Juried 
Exhibition. But now the Gallery and its 
Director and Curator Heather Bowling, 
are eager to share this much-awaited 
exhibit with the public. 

At the time of this writing, Orange 
County has moved into the Purple Tier 
and the regional Stay-at-Home orders 
have been lifted. Along with this update 
has come the news that the Brea Gallery 
is now able to open to the public as a 

retail space, in order to allow visitors to 
shop in the Gift Shop (featuring over 40 
local makers). Masks, social distancing, 
and temperature checks are required for 
entry. Online shopping with curbside 
pickup is still available during the same 
hours. 

In addition to extensive safety meas-
ures such as required masks, social dis-
tancing, and temperature checks, as well 

as extensive cleaning and 
sanitizing, the Gallery is 
also foregoing its usual 
large-scale opening recep-
tion and has moved events 
online, such as the 
FreshAIR artist-in-resi-
dence weekends and the 
artist panels. 

The exhibit will also be 
presented virtually in a 
variety of ways. During the 
course of the show, online 
visitors will be able to 
explore the exhibition 
through a 3D rendered 
click thru tour on ArtSteps, 

images and video of the exhibit along-
side video interviews with the artists on 
the Gallery’s blog and social media, 
artist Instagram Takeover weekends, IG 
live curator tours, and a Zoom Artist 
Panel.  

Visitors can find learn about future 
exhibitions and workshops at breaart-
gallery.com or by following the gallery 
on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter 
@breagallery. 

The Brea Gallery is located in the 
Brea Civic & Cultural Center at 1 Civic 
Center Circle, Brea, CA. Open hours are 
Wednesday through Sunday, 12pm – 
5pm. For more information, call (714) 
990-7731 or visit 
www.breaartgallery.com.

  
She finds  

satisfaction and 
pride in the  

discovery she has 
brought about— 
a discovery that 
will change the 
study of early 
Anglo-Saxon  

culture. 

   
The show  
features a  

diverse group  
of women artists 

who share  
their stories,  
cultures, and  
perspectives.

Ralph Fiennes and Carey Mulligan star in “The Dig”
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Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed mainly by local volunteers who 
create, publish, and distribute the paper 
throughout our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one - 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
 

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  
are distributed throughout Fullerton  

and sent through the mail to subscribers  
every two weeks except only once  

in January, July & August.  
   

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
 Subscriptions are $35 per year. 

Sign up and pay with Credit Card at 
www.fullertonobserver.com 

or by check with name & address to:  
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  

Fullerton CA 92834-7051 
 

________________________________ 
 

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Call 714-525-6402, or email  
ads@fullertonobserver.com 

or visit us online at  
www.fullertonobserver.com 

________________________________ 
 

SUBMISSIONS: 
 

Submissions on any topic of interest  
are accepted from Fullerton residents. 

We strive to get something about  
everything in but shorter pieces do have 

a better chance of getting in.  
Email: contact@fullertonobserver.com  

________________________________ 
 

• STAFF• 
 • EDITOR: Jesse La Tour 

•CHIEF DIGITAL OFFICER: Mehul Desai 
•ADVERTISING: Saskia Kennedy 
•REPORTERS: Matthew Leslie, 
Jane Reifer, Judith Kaluzny,  

Lance Langdon 
• COPY EDITOR: Terry Hendricks 

• PROOF READER: Christine Romer 
• DATABASE  MANAGER: Mehul Desai 

 • DISTRIBUTION: Irene Kobayashi,   
 Marjorie Kerr, Leslie Allen 

•DELIVERY: Victor Cortes 
•ROVING REPORTER: Jere Greene  

 • COUNCIL REPORT: Jesse La Tour 
 • DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto 

• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:  
Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno  
•YOUTH EDITOR: Francine Vudoti 

 •POLITICAL COMMENTARY:  
 Jonathan Dobrer, Vince Buck 
•CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey 

•PHOTOGRAPHERS:  

Emerson Little, Mike Ritto,  
Grace Widyatmadja 
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Created & Published in Fullerton  

by locals since 1978 
  Published by Fullerton Observer LLC

The Early March 2021 issue will  
hit the stands on March 1. 

 SUBMISSION & AD   
DEADLINE: February 22.

 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2020

“Nothing is as it appears to be,” is the 
premise of most conspiracy theories. We 
see our world—nature, politics, good 
luck, bad luck, and tragedy, and we need 
a reason, an explanation. Someone must 
be in charge. Some hidden force has to 
be determining the outcome. Life and 
death cannot simply be random. We 
human beings are driven to reasoning 
and rationalizing, even if our theories 
are unreasonable and irrational.  

“Why do bad things 
happen to good people?” 
We want to know. “Why 
do good things happen to 
bad people?” We want to 
understand. I think our 
deepest fears are of chaos 
and randomness. Most 
would prefer an angry 
and irrational God to no 
God at all. Most would 
prefer a cabal of malign 
agents of evil to mere 
chance. 

We look for meaning 
and seek patterns in exis-
tence. We look to the 
skies and, yes, there are 
stars and they are real. 
We, however, manufac-
ture the constellations 
and connect the dots to 
create bears and scorpi-
ons, gods and monsters.  

Conspiracies come into being because 
we are driven to connect the dots and we 
find satisfaction in our belief that we 
have beheld something real, something 
that explains our lives, our world, our 
fate. 

We meet conspiracies in the Bible. In 
the Book of Job, God conspires with 
Satan to test Job by taking away his 
wealth, health, and family. God takes 
Satan’s bet that Job will turn against 
God because Job’s love comes from the 
blessings he receives. If deprived, Satan 
wagers that Job will denounce God. 

God has the unfair advantage and 
knows what the results of this “test” will 
be. Still, the people of ancient times, as 
well as modern, want Job’s suffering, 
and all human suffering, to have an 
explanation. We can deal better with a 
God whose actions are beyond our 

understanding than accept the idea of 
random and undeserved misfortune. 

Please note that this is not simply a 
story of an inexplicable God but one of 
conspiracy. Conspiracies take at least 
two participants. The word is derived 
from “con” (with) “spirar” (breath). 
They need at least two people close 
enough and quiet enough to be breathing 
together. They don’t want to be heard. 
Most of what we call “Conspiracy 

Theories” aren’t theo-
ries like Relativity or 
Gravity but fantasies 
used to explain what 
we can’t, or don’t want 
to, understand with 
normal reason. 

Most alleged con-
spiracies aren’t true, 
not because of the 
absence of evil doers, 
but because conspira-
cies take intelligence 
and discipline. And 
even if only two peo-
ple are involved, one 
will inevitably get 
drunk and brag, or 
write and promote a 
book. 

Maybe there was a 
conspiracy involved in 
the assassination of 

JFK, but if so, it had to be very small. 
We want a conspiracy and just don’t like 
the idea of a lone gunman being able to 
change history. There’s a kind of repug-
nance that’s both moral and psychologi-
cal. 

Hillary Clinton’s assertion that there 
was “a vast right-wing conspiracy” 
aimed at her husband, Bill, may have 
been comforting to her. The opposition 
to Bill Clinton was certainly vast, but a 
conspiracy? No. It was open. 

Trump isn’t generally a conspirator. 
He may believe that he’s surrounded in 
conspiracies, but he’s proven not to have 
the discipline to keep a secret. He leaks, 
brags, tweets, and rants. He’s truly the 
most transparent president in our histo-
ry. He’s so emotionally immediate that 
virtually his every thought, whim, and 
hurt found expression on Twitter. 
Arguably, the only conspiracy charge 

The Attraction of Conspiracies in 
Religion, Politics, and Life

he’s open to involves Putin, his one 
opaque relationship. 

Sometimes a conspiracy can be for 
and not against someone. Clearly, 
Donald Trump, both before and during 
his presidency, conspired with the own-
ers of the Inquirer to “catch and kill” 
stories that portrayed him in a bad light. 
Arguably, this was for his benefit but it  
deprived the American people of the 
truth of Trump’s life and lies. To be fair, 
had the stories been published in the 
Inquirer, there would have been little 
expectation of getting the truth from 
such a fantastical source. 

Trump believes in a governmental 
conspiracy against him that explains his 
every failure, i.e. the “Deep State.” This 
consists of entrenched bureaucrats and 
professionals bent on stymieing his 
every effort and taking him down. This 
isn’t a theory but a fantasy. If the Deep 
State existed, he wouldn’t have served 
his full term. 

I guess only the counter fantasies of 
Q-Anon could overcome the Deep State. 
They make Trump a messiah and let him 
overcome their fantasy of Hillary’s 
cabal of child-molesting, blood-drink-
ing, pizza-makers. Hey, I can’t make 
this up, but they can and do. 

Conspiracy fantasies are used to 
blame some group or individual for 
everything that’s wrong. Thus, the right-
wing sees ANTIFA in virtually every act 
of violence, even right-wing violence, 
asserting that what gets blamed on the 
right is really a “false flag operation” 
perpetrated by the left. They believe 
ANTIFA is a huge underground terrorist 
organization, and they usually link them 
with George Soros, their universal 
boogeyman. Support Soros or not but 
he’s not Sherlock Holmes’ immortal 
enemy Dr. Moriarty. 

Conspiracy fantasies bring both blame 
and order to our lives. They may be 
comforting or entertaining, but they dis-
tract from reality and from engaging 
with our problems and finding solutions. 
And that’s no fantasy. That’s the truth.

  
 

Most of what we  
call “Conspiracy 
Theories” aren’t  

theories like  
Relativity or  
Gravity but  

fantasies used to 
explain what  
we can’t, or  

don’t want to,  
understand with  
normal reason. 

Fiberoptic 
Microtrenching

Re: Fiberoptic network project - saw 
cutting of city streets. We are appalled at 
what Fibercity / SiFi is doing to our city 
streets. The scope and implementation 
has changed dramatically since present-
ed to the City years ago. Fullerton has 
the most potholed, neglected streets in 
north Orange County, and they are now 
in the process of an 11-phase plan to saw 
cut every street in Fullerton. This has 
added insult to injury. The work is 
unprofessional and has left some neigh-
borhoods looking worse than before 
installation. There is much more infor-
mation to provide. Has anyone provided 
an article on this situation in the 
Fullerton Observer? 

 
Lori Textor 

Fullerton 
 

Editor’s Note: See page 20 for ques-
tions and answers from Fullerton’s 
Director of Public Works on this topic, 
as well as a response from SiFi.

Do you have an idea for a story 
or would like to contribute to the 
Fullerton Observer? We want to 

hear from you. E-mail 
contact@fullertonobserver.com.
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HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION 

 

The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the commu-
nity.  The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions 
are those of the writer.  We must verify your identity, but we allow ini-
tials only and town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in print if a 
reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. Opinions sent 
to us without name, address and phone number will not be printed. Due 
to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of getting in. Please 
add your contact information so we can verify. Thanks!  

 
contact@fullertonobserver.com  

or mail to:  
Fullerton Observer,   

PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton CA 92834

The 39th Congressional district is now a swing district, so it’s even more impor-
tant that voters pay attention to how their Representative votes in Congress.  
Recently, our Rep. Young Kim voted with the majority to strip Rep. Marjorie Taylor 
Greene of her committee assignments.  Greene has spread “loony lies and conspir-
acy theories” (in the words of Republican former Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell) and supported the execution of her political opponents and current 
members of the House.  Such threats of violence would not be tolerated in any 
workplace in this country.  Yet Rep. Kim was one of only 11 Republicans who had 
the courage and integrity to vote to condemn this outrageous behavior.  For that she 
deserves strong praise.  Our country needs at least two serious political parties.  
Unfortunately, the Republican party has become largely a cult of personality that 
deals in lies and incites seditious insurrection.  Young Kim is one of a minority of 
Republicans who can help lead the party back to its proper role as the advocate of 
principled conservatism.  

 
Donald G. Marshall 

Fullerton

Letter: The Future of the Republican Party

“The Hill We Climb”

Amanda Gorman, the nation's first-ever youth poet laureate, read the fol-
lowing poem during the inauguration of President Joe Biden on January 20: 

 
When day comes we ask ourselves, 
where can we find light in this never-ending shade? 
The loss we carry, 
 a sea we must wade 
We've braved the belly of the beast 
We've learned that quiet isn't always peace 
And the norms and notions 
of what just is 
Isn't always just-ice 
And yet the dawn is ours 
before we knew it 
Somehow we do it 
Somehow we've weathered and witnessed 
a nation that isn't broken 
but simply unfinished 
We the successors of a country and a time 
Where a skinny Black girl 
descended from slaves and raised by a single mother 
can dream of becoming president 
only to find herself reciting for one 
And yes we are far from polished 
far from pristine 
but that doesn't mean we are 
striving to form a union that is perfect 
We are striving to forge a union with purpose 
To compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters and 
conditions of man 
And so we lift our gazes not to what stands between us 
but what stands before us 
We close the divide because we know, to put our future first, 
we must first put our differences aside 
We lay down our arms 
so we can reach out our arms 
to one another 
We seek harm to none and harmony for all 
Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true: 
That even as we grieved, we grew 
That even as we hurt, we hoped 
That even as we tired, we tried 
That we'll forever be tied together, victorious 
Not because we will never again know defeat 
but because we will never again sow division 
Scripture tells us to envision 
that everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree 
And no one shall make them afraid 
If we're to live up to our own time 
Then victory won't lie in the blade 
But in all the bridges we've made 
That is the promise to glade 
The hill we climb 
If only we dare 
It's because being American is more than a pride we inherit, 
it's the past we step into 
and how we repair it 
We've seen a force that would shatter our nation 
rather than share it 
Would destroy our country if it meant delaying democracy 
And this effort very nearly succeeded 
But while democracy can be periodically delayed 
it can never be permanently defeated 
In this truth 

in this faith we trust 
For while we have our eyes on the future 
history has its eyes on us 
This is the era of just redemption 
We feared at its inception 
We did not feel prepared to be the heirs 
of such a terrifying hour 
but within it we found the power 
to author a new chapter 
To offer hope and laughter to ourselves 
So while once we asked, 
how could we possibly prevail over catastrophe? 
Now we assert 
How could catastrophe possibly prevail over us? 
We will not march back to what was 
but move to what shall be 
A country that is bruised but whole, 
benevolent but bold, 
fierce and free 
We will not be turned around 
or interrupted by intimidation 
because we know our inaction and inertia 
will be the inheritance of the next generation 
Our blunders become their burdens 
But one thing is certain: 
If we merge mercy with might, 
and might with right, 
then love becomes our legacy 
and change our children's birthright 
So let us leave behind a country 
better than the one we were left with 
Every breath from my bronze-pounded chest, 
we will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one 
We will rise from the gold-limbed hills of the west, 
we will rise from the windswept northeast 
where our forefathers first realized revolution 
We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the midwestern states, 
we will rise from the sunbaked south 
We will rebuild, reconcile and recover 
and every known nook of our nation and 
every corner called our country, 
our people diverse and beautiful will emerge, 
battered and beautiful 
When day comes we step out of the shade, 
aflame and unafraid 
The new dawn blooms as we free it 
For there is always light, 
if only we're brave enough to see it 
If only we're brave enough to be it

Amanda Gorman reads “The Hill We Climb”
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Residents of the 65th Assembly 
District are invited to a COVID-19 
Memorial Service, Saturday, February 
20, 2021 at 10 A.M. for those who have 
lost a loved one to COVID-19. The 
impacts of COVID-19 have affected our 
community and to respect this difficult 
time, we invite you to join us in honor-
ing the lives of those who have passed. 
RSVP in advance for the event at 
https://caasm.zoom.us/.../tJwvcOCsqz8q
G90GFEw05Up4Io63L6T. 

Additionally, if you are interested in 
receiving an In Memoriam Certificate of 
Recognition you may contact the 
Assemblwoman’s office by phone at 
(714) 525-6515 or email eddie.car-
mona@asm.ca.gov your information. 

COVID-19  
Memorial Event

COVID-19 Vaccine Inequities

Buena Park Councilmember Susan 
Sayre, also speaking at the Richman 
press conference, said “We owe the 
communities everything. We have to be 
sure they have access to the vaccines,” 
referring to the workers in grocery stores 
and other crucial sectors of the econo-
my. Dr. Jessie Jones, who directs the 
Center for Healthy Neighborhoods in 
Fullerton, described the vulnerable peo-
ple her organization serves as “scared, 
hurting, and desperate,” and said they 
needed to be prioritized for vaccines. 

It was not immediately clear to whom 
the urgent concerns of the gathered offi-
cials, who included school and commu-
nity college board members, city coun-
cilors, and non-profit directors, were 
supposed to be directed, unless they 
were to Sup. Chaffee himself. As one of 
two Supervisors who form the Board’s 
ad-hoc vaccinations committee, Chaffee 
plays a critical role in helping to deter-
mine where the scarce vaccinations are 
available and to whom they should be 
given within the State of California’s 
vaccination allocation framework. 

The County has, so far, concentrated 
efforts to reach underserved communi-
ties in the ZIP codes with the highest 
rates of infections, sickness, and death 
from COVID-19, in the western part of 
Anaheim, Santa Ana, 
and, to a lesser extent, 
San Juan Capistrano. 
Al Jabbar, a Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Sup. 
Chaffee and an elected 
member of the 
Anaheim Union High 
School District, said 
that although no distri-
bution sites have yet 
been set up in 
Fullerton, there is work 
being done to reach 
individuals here who 
need assistance in 
scheduling vaccine 
appointments. Seniors 
in Fullerton have 
reportedly been called 
to make appointments 
for two March vaccina-
tion events at the 
Fullerton Senior Center. 

To address the inequities in vaccina-
tion rates between ethnic groups, OC’s 
Health Care Agency is partnering with 
the non-profit Latino Health Access, 
who are, in turn, working with local 
organizations who are most familiar 
with individuals least likely to make 
their own vaccination arrangements and 
are most at risk from the virus. Once 
collected, their information is used to 
sign them up on the Othena platform so 
they will eventually be scheduled to 
receive a vaccination. The County rec-
ognizes that transportation is a serious 
issue for some individuals, and has 
brought in idle mini-buses from the 
Orange County Transportation Agency 
to drive individuals to and from vaccina-
tion PODS, often to so-called mobile 
sites, which are, in fact, static sites set 
up in different locations for single day 
use.  No such site has yet been planned 
for Fullerton, but two have been held at 
Magnolia High School in Anaheim, and 
a medium sized POD site is set to open 
soon at Santa Ana College that will be 
able to administer up to 1,000 shots per 
day. 

At Richman park, Sharon Quirk-Silva 
spoke of her sadness at learning she had 

just lost another friend—a mother who 
leaves behind a son in high school— to 
COVID-19, but said she was “feeling 
more hopeful by seeing the resources we 
know are coming.” Two days prior, 
President Joe Biden announced efforts 
to purchase 2 million additional vaccine 
doses to be available by July, as well as 

steps to make more 
of the existing sup-
ply available to state 
and local govern-
ments within the 
next three weeks. If 
a new vaccine from 
drug maker Johnson 
& Johnson is 
approved soon, as is 
predicted, the sup-
ply would increase 
further. 

Asked by The 
Observer what she 
could do statewide 
to assist counties 
with the distribution 
of vaccines, Quirk-
Silva acknowledged 
the supply issue, but 
said it was impor-
tant that the limited 
number of doses 

sent to OC be allocated to not only the 
larger POD sites, but also to small trust-
ed sites like neighborhood clinics and 
schools, when possible, and to 
CalOptima, the County’s Medi-Cal 
provider for low income and disabled 
residents. CalOptima is the healthcare 
provider for a full third of the 4th 
Supervisorial District, which overlaps 
much of the 65th Assembly District. 
Sup. Chaffee said that some vaccines 
had been allocated to CalOptima for dis-
tribution at clinics familiar to and trust-
ed by constituents. 

Quirk-Silva noted that CVS will now 
be working with senior care facilities 
and vaccinating in their stores, but that it 
didn’t seem equitable to her that three of 
the chosen stores were in south County. 
The CVS website’s list of stores in 
Orange County offering vaccinations 
includes Yorba Linda, Seal Beach (home 
of a Leisure World campus), San 
Clemente, Mission Viejo, Irvine, 
Huntington Beach, Costa Mesa, and 
Buena Park, but none in the hardest hit 
OC cities of Santa Ana and Anaheim, 
and none in Fullerton. “It’s still slow, 
and it’s too slow,” she said of the vac-
cine’s distribution, “and in the meantime 

Continued from page 3
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people are dying.” 
Asked how a site like the Richman 

Community Center itself might become 
a site for vaccines, Quirk-Silva referred 
to it as a County decision, but Sup. 
Chaffee explained that the sites must 
first be licensed by the state of 
California and clarified that CVS and 
other drug stores were sent vaccines 
directly from the State, not from the 
County which receives only 20% of the 
supply sent to OC by the State. He also 
noted that the County does not have 
access to data detailing who has 
received vaccinations from drug stores 
and hospitals, which receive the bulk of 
the other 80% of the supply and will not 
have that data until California releases 
its own app in the near future. Once that 
data is there, he said, “we can focus bet-
ter on where the inequities are.” 

“The whole thing can be resolved if 
we have plenty of vaccines. That’s the 
whole issue,” Chaffee said. “People are 
frustrated because they can’t get an 
appointment. We don’t have a vaccine 
to give them.” Chaffee predicted that by 
April there would be plenty of vaccines. 
In the meantime, when possible, the 
County would try to reach those most at 
risk, door to door if necessary, but until 
an adequate supply was available, it did-
n’t make sense to spend resources get-
ting people excited about a vaccine 
when they couldn’t yet be served. 

Sharon Quirk-Silva has introduced 
AB 420 that would allow amusement 
parks to reopen when the counties in 
which they are located reach the 
Orange, or “Moderate” Tier of the state 
of California’s Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy (Nearly all California coun-
ties remain in the Purple, or 
“Widespread” Tier for the foreseeable 
future). At present, only smaller theme 
parks are allowed to open in the Orange 
Tier, while larger ones, like Disneyland 
and Knott’s Berry Farm, both of which 
are located in Quirk-Silva’s Assembly 
District, must wait until their counties 
reaches the Yellow, or “Minimal” Tier to 
reopen. The bill is co-sponsored by 
Assemblywoman Suzette Martinez-
Valladares of Santa Clarita, whose dis-
trict includes Magic Mountain. Quirk-
Silva and Martinez-Valladares are Chair 
and Vice Chair respectively of the 
Assembly Committee of Arts, 
Entertainment, Sports, Tourism, and 
Internet Media. The two legislators cite 

State Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-
Silva speaks at a press conference 

 on Feb. 12.

not only the substantial job loss caused 
by the inability of theme park workers 
to telecommute to work, but also the 
ripple effect on the local tourist 
economies dependent on the parks as 
reasons for the passage of the bill. 

Commenting via Facebook during the 
Feb. 11 online Breakfast Club event 
hosted by Quirk-Silva, Anaheim City 
Councilmember Dr. José F. Morena 
wrote, “The Disney Open bill should 
include an equity threshold. If indeed 
essential workers who are dispropor-
tionately  Latino are not getting vacci-
nated, and surrounding communities of 
Resorts are hot spots, any reopening 
should in local data context of equity,” 
and “It’s clear from the session that 
before bringing thousands of tourists 
into our city we must assure the sur-
rounding communities and workers are 
vaccinated. Disney has set up a great 
bubble but I worry about those outside 
the park.” Moreno represents Anaheim’s 
3rd District, which borders Disneyland 
and includes one of the ZIP codes where 
residents have experienced the worst 
rates of COVID-19 infections and 
deaths in OC. 

The County Healthcare Agency urges 
residents to visit covidvaccinefacts.com 
for more information or call the 
COVID-19 Hotline at (714) 834-2000.
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ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“VOWEL-UABLE”  

on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020 

PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise  
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

REP. KIM VOTES TO REMOVE  
REP. GREENE FROM COMMITTEES

Representative Young Kim (R-CA) 
joined 10 other Congressional 
Republicans and 219 Democrats on 
February 4 in voting to remove Rep. 
Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-GA) from 
her positions on the Budget Committee 
and the Education and Labor Committee 
in light of past comments Rep. Greene 
made and posted on social media. 

During House debate on this vote, 
members of Congress described Rep. 
Greene’s “pattern of disturbing rhetoric” 
including encouraging violence against 
Speaker Pelosi, calling the Parkland and 
Sandy Hook mass shootings hoaxes, 
sharing a video featuring a Holocaust 
denier, and calling 9/11 a hoax. 

Following her vote Rep. Kim said, 
“Antisemitism, conspiracy theories and 
threats should never be part of our polit-
ical discourse. This should not be toler-
ated by either party. I came to Congress 
to focus on policy issues that unite our 

country and improve the lives of my 
constituents in the 39th District. 
Comments like what we’ve seen from 
Rep. Greene make that more difficult 
and are not what the Republican Party 
stands for.” 

This vote comes at a time of uncer-
tainty and debate about the future of the 
Republican Party, with a second 
impeachment trial against former presi-
dent Trump held last week. 

In a press conference following the 
vote, Rep. Greene said of former 
President Trump, “Republican voters 
support him still. The party is his.” 

On January 13, Rep. Kim voted 
against impeachment of Trump, prefer-
ring instead to “censure” him for his role 
in inciting the Jan. 6 capitol insurrec-
tion. 

Rep. Kim represents California’s 39th 
Congressional District, which includes 
Fullerton.

COVID-19 Testing Available

There are now several COVID-19 
testing options available including: 

• At-home Testing 
• Order Saliva Kit 
• Order Nostril Swab Test 
• Drive-thru Testing (Super Sites) 
• Walk-up State Testing Sites 
Individuals who live in Orange 

County should first call their health care 
provider for a COVID-19 test. If you 

have health insurance and need help 
finding your health care provider, call 
the customer service number on your 
insurance card, or view websites of 
major health care providers in Orange 
County. 

Questions? Contact OC Health Care 
Agency at (714) 834-2000 or visit 
www.occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/covid
-19-testing for more information.

County to Host Virtual Listening Session 
Focused on COVID-19 Health Inequities

The county of Orange and Orange 
County Human Relations Commission 
are inviting the public to participate in 
Health Equity Issues and the 
Community Experience, the second vir-
tual listening session of a COVID-19 
discrimination-based series. This event 
will be held on February 26 from 5 to 
6:30pm. It follows Understanding Our 
Implicit Biases and Community 
Experiences, the first virtual listening 
session of the series held in October 
2020. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
exposed the magnitude of health 
inequities in the United States. This 
forum will focus on a discussion of the 
impact of the pandemic in communities 
of color in Orange County, the County’s 

efforts and response to COVID-19, and 
plans for vaccine distribution and avail-
ability in 2021. 

Speakers include Clayton Chau, 
(Director, OC Health Care Agency and 
County Health Officer) and  Mary Anne 
Foo (Executive Director, OC Asian and 
Pacific Islander Community Alliance). 

Register for free by February 19, at 
https://forms.gle/Tu2pMaBKqtcGXpuq9 

Visit the OC Human Relations 
Commission website: https://occommu-
nityservices.org/ochrc to learn about this 
and other programs. 

For more information contact OC 
Human Relations Commission 
staffmember Norma Lopez,  at (714) 
480-6594 or norma@ochumanrela-
tions.org.

Kizh Indigenous Leader  
Ernest Perez Teutimez Salas Dies at 88

Ernest Perez Teutimez Salas, known 
to many as Chief Ernie passed away on 
January 19 at 88, just one week after his 
wife Virginia Rose Murrieta Salas 
passed away. 

Salas was the leader of the Gabrieleno 
Band of Mission Indians’ Kizh nation, 
the original inhabitants of the Los 
Angeles Basin, including the land that 
would become Fullerton. 

Salas was a long time resident of San 
Gabriel. On Feb. 13, friends, family and 
tribal members held a candlelight vigil 
at the San Gabriel Mission. 

As reported in the San Gabriel Valley 
Tribune, “As spiritual leader of the 
Kizh, Chief Salas was known to possess 
an encyclopedic knowledge of the histo-
ry of the tribe, their traditions, the land, 
and the people. As a child, [hi son] Andy 
remembers the long hours his father 
worked as a local plumber to support his 
family. Meanwhile, Salas performed 
countless ceremonies, blessings and 
events for the tribe and surrounding 
community, where he was known sim- 
ply as ‘Chief Ernie.’ He spent a lifetime 
collecting, sharing and protecting the 
traditions and history of his family and 

tribe. Now, Andy is the primary caretak- 
er of that history.” 

Ernest and Virginia are survived by 
their five children, nine grandchildren, 
eight great-grandchildren, one great-
great-grandchild and two sisters. 

In 1994, the state Assembly recog- 
nized the Gabrielinos as “the aboriginal 
tribe of the Los Angeles Basin.” 

The tribe is still seeking federal recog- 
nition. 

To learn more visit  
www.gabrielenoindians.org
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Public Works Director Answers 
Questions About Fiberoptic 

Microtrenching

What are the problems you 
have seen with the installation 
thus far and how they have been 
resolved? 

 
There have been several challenges 

with the implementation of this private 
project over the past year.  For example, 
SiFi and their contractors initially had 
difficulties in matching the color of their 
trench fill material to the adjacent pave-
ment material as well as keeping their 
trench material contained within the 
trench. The uniformity of the trench cuts 
was also an initial concern, particularly 
when they were working on older and 
therefore more brittle pavement areas.   

Furthermore, because they were not a 
traditional utility agency, SiFi’s team did 
not have a great deal of experience with 
the typical requirements for working in 
the public right-of-way in terms of traf-
fic control and public notification.  

This necessitated a great deal of over-
sight by the City, and City staff have 
been working closely with SiFi to 
improve the quality of their trenches as 
well as their public outreach program 
and will continue to work closely with 
the contractor to improve the timeliness 
of their repair work.  

 

Would you also please explain 
the impacts to the roads and 
future remedies we can expect if 
the project causes accelerated 
deterioration of the roads? 

 
The vast majority of the fiber will be 

installed at the edge of the street pave-
ment.  Because this construction method 
is a relatively new technique, the City 
reached out to other cities and consult-
ants that have experienced this method 
prior to construction.  Based on the feed-
back received, this method is expected 
to minimize any possible impacts or 
increased damage to the adjacent pave-
ment. It should be noted that if pave-
ment is damaged during construction 
operations, the contractor is required to 
address the damage.  As with other util-
ity companies, the City holds the com-
pany responsible for workmanship of 
trenches. For this project, the City will 
be holding a five-year bond to warranty 
the workmanship of the construction. 

 
 

Will there be any repaving as 
a result of the installation? 

 
There is no street repaving planned for 

this project, as the microtrenching does 
not necessitate a full repaving of the 
street. However, when pavement is dam-
aged beyond a reasonable amount adja-
cent to the trench, SiFi is responsible for 
the repair of that pavement area.  

 

Are there costs to the City 
tracked to this project, such as 
your staff time, that will be 
recovered from SiFi? 

 
City project staff resources and con-

sultant services are expended on this 
project through inspection, plan check, 
project oversight, and road closure 
assistance with the Police Department.  
These costs are tracked and Sifi is 
invoiced.  SiFi is responsible to reim-
burse the City for these costs. 

 

Will the funds received from 
SiFi or the companies leasing 
the fiber infrastructure go to the 
general fund or are they ear-
marked for roads or some other 
purpose? 

 
As mentioned previously, the payment 

from SiFi reimburses the City for costs, 
which are typically within the General 
Fund.  The City does not receive any 
funding from companies leasing the 
fiber.  If the agreement is extended into 
the third term, the City could gain 20% 
of the net profit from SiFi. However, 
that third term is after 50 years.  The 
City primarily undertook this effort in 
2014 as a means to bring fiber infra-
structure to the entire City. 

 

What benefits were negotiated 
for the City to have access to the 
network for communications 
throughout the City?  

 
Under the agreement, specific City 

facilities (approximately 37, including 
community centers, fire stations, reser-
voirs, and other facilities) will be con-
nected to the SiFi infrastructure so the 
City has fiber connectivity for its use.

Numerous readers have submitted letters and comments to The Observer express-
ing concern (and sometimes dismay) over the Fiberoptic mictrotrenching project 
that is occurring throughout the City by the company SiFi/Fullerton Fibercity, in 
which cuts have been made in many city streets  to install the new fiberoptic cable 
underground. Readers have sent in photos of work, which show damage to our 
already beleagured streets. We reached out to Fullerton’s Director of Public Works 
Meg McWade with some questions about this project. Here are her responses, fol-
lowed by a response from SiFi about the project.

Beginning February 16 at 9am, eligi-
ble small businesses and non-profits 
impacted by COVID-19 may apply for 
the Fourth District Small Business Grant 
Relief Program at www.charitableven-
turesoc.org/reliefd4.  

The Small Business Grant Relief 
Program will support small businesses 
within the 4th Supervisorial District by 
providing $5,000 (flat rate, single pay-
ment) awards to qualifying applicants. 
Awards will be made on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Awardees will be 
reimbursed for eligible expenses 
incurred from November 2020 to the 
present. 

4th District  
Small Business  

COVID-19 Relief 
Program

Help Shape the  
Hunt Library 

Revitalization Plan

The City of Fullerton is working with 
Arts Orange County and Heritage 
Future to renew the Hunt Library to pro-
vide a place of learning through literacy, 
arts, and cultural programming that will 
excite our residents and visitors. The 
goal of the revitalization is to create an 
aesthetically pleasing place of inspira-
tion, creativity, learning, and social 
gathering. 

If you would like to participate in the 
survey visit https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/ttcsw92. Spanish and Korean 
translations are available on the City’s 
web site www.cityoffullerton.com.

Response from SiFi

“SiFi Networks is investing in 
Fullerton to bring a citywide state-of-
the-art fiber network to its residents and 
businesses. It will be among the fastest 
networks in the U.S., and its open-
access design means future service 
providers will be able to use the infra-
structure for smart city applications and 
other options without additional disrup-
tion. A similar project in Chatanooga, 
Tenn. generated nearly $2.7 billion for 
the community in one decade creating 
9,500 jobs. While our micro-trenching 
installation process is the fastest and 
most minimally disruptive way to install 
fiber (cutting narrow pathways for the 
cable, swiftly covering it, and typically 
moving past houses in minutes), we 
understand the process is not without 

inconvenience. 
Though we believe the issues you’ve 

spotlighted have been addressed (see 
above photo of quality), we thank you 
for ensuring your readers are aware that 
this project is privately financed; that 
we have guaranteed our workmanship to 
ensure it meets the City’s criteria; and 
that while we continually push the con-
tractor to reach the highest standards, 
the original road condition dictates the 
appearance of the final remediation. 

Our hope is the benefit of having a 
choice of ISP (meaning the opportunity 
to get faster connectivity at a better 
price point) plus the overwhelming eco-
nomic and social benefits of this critical 
infrastructure will be seen as a win for 
the City long-term.”
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