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Barry Ross of St. Jude administers a COVID-19 vaccine at the Fullerton Community Center at an event on Feb. 20.  
PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR.
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Those Living in RVs Face 
Precarious Situation

COUNCIL RESCINDS 
CANNABIS ORDINANCE

Fullerton City Council voted 3-2 to 
repeal its recently-passed cannabis ordi-
nance after much public comment and 
discussion at the Feb 16 meeting. The 
ordinance, which allowed a limited 
number of commercial cannabis busi-
nesses to operate in the City, was passed 
in November 2020 by the previous City 
Council. The newly-configured City 
Council, including newly-elected Nick 
Dunlap and Fred Jung, along with 
Mayor Whitaker, voted to repeal the 
ordinance. 

“Whether you agree with legalization 
or not, this ordinance, as far as I’m con-
cerned, is flawed,” Councilmember 
Fred Jung, who made the motion to 

repeal the ordinance, said. Two flaws he 
cited were the lack of a residential 
“buffer” (although Council has the 
authority to add buffers) and that the 
number of allowed dispensaries (five) is 
“arbitrary” (an aspect that is also deter-
mined by Council). 

There was a separate agenda item to 
discuss amendments to the original ordi-
nance, including residential buffers, 
however, because the ordinance was 
rescinded this item was “moot,” in the 
words of the City Attorney. 

Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap second-
ed the motion to repeal the ordinance. 

See Cannabis, Page 5

by Jesse La Tour 
  
People living in their RVs in Fullerton 

face an uncertain future as City officials 
and the police have been trying for the 
past few months to find ways to prevent 
them from parking on city streets. 

City Council passed an ordinance in 
November of last year that bans all city-
wide RV parking on public and private 
streets without a temporary permit. 
Enforcement of this ordinance was 
delayed by the “Stay-at-Home” order 
issued in December, and by legal argu-
ments raised by lawyers with the Elder 
Law and Disability Rights Center 
(Center) who feel the ordinance was 
unconstitutional. 

Lawyer Brooke Weitzman, who repre-
sents some of the people living in RVs, 
said that the City has agreed to not 
enforce the ordinance pending discus-
sions about the consitutionality of the 
ordinance. She asserts that “the ordi-
nance is unconstitutional and targets the 
most vulnerable residents.” 

On March 2, Council will consider 
adopting a more restrictive parking ordi-
nance that specifically targets a stretch 
of road along Valencia Avenue in an 
industrial area of the City where many 
RVs are parked. The ordinance adds “3-
Hour Commercial Vehicle Parking 
Only” and “2-hour parking” in some 
areas. 

See RVs, Page 3

ST. JUDE VACCINATES 
400 SENIORS AT 

FULLERTON 
COMMUNITY CENTER

by Matthew Leslie 
 
Four-hundred seniors received 

Moderna COVID-19 vaccines at the 
Fullerton Community Center on Friday, 
February 20. St. Jude Medical Center 
provided Moderna vaccine doses for 
them during a one-day mobile clinic 
organized in partnership with the city of 
Fullerton. St. Jude provided medical and 
administrative personnel, while 
Fullerton Parks and Recreation and Fire 
Department employees staffed the clin-
ic.  

The City declined to provide details 
about the clinic in advance, citing the 
limited supply of vaccines. According to 
a press release issued the following day, 
“The one-day clinic was put forward in 
a collaborative effort to provide vaccine 
accessibility to some of the communi-
ty’s most vulnerable and hard to reach 
seniors.” 

According to Community Center 
Director Cori Lantz, City Parks and Rec. 
staff took the first 400 reservations after 
calling people from the 1,300 member 
Fullerton Seniors Club.  

See Vaccinations, Page 2
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Former FPD Sergeant Avoids Jail Time for 
Falsifying Police Report

Former Fullerton police sergeant 
Rodger Jeffrey Corbett, who faced 
felony charges for lying in a police 
report in 2016, was given a more lenient 
sentence (community service, a fine, 
and no longer being able to work in law 
enforcement) by an OC Superior Court 
judge on February 22. The OC District 
Attorney had charged Corbett with falsi-
fying a report about a possible DUI 
involving former Fullerton City 
Manager Joe Felz in 2016. Felz was 
involved in a single car accident near his 
neighborhood following downtown 
election night celebrations in November 
of that year. 

Under a new State law that went into 
effect January 1, 2021 (AB 3224), 
Corbett was given a “pre-trial diver-
sion.” The judgment allows him to plead 

“not guilty” to the charges so long as he 
completes 80 hours of community serv-
ice, pays a $500 fine, and no longer 
works in law enforcement. Upon com-
pletion, he will be able to have the 
charges permanently removed from his 
record after one year. 

District Attorney Todd Spitzer object-
ed to the case’s outcome. 

“As prosecutors, we are filing charges 
that hold police officers who break the 
law accountable,” Spitzer said in a state-
ment. “But those attempts to hold peace 
officers accountable are handcuffed by 
efforts by the State Legislature and the 
bench to downgrade these crimes to a 
point where it is as if they never hap-
pened.” 

The incident that led to the charges 
against Corbett took place on November 

Vaccinations: Seniors Receive First Dose

Some members of the Seniors Club 
volunteered to assist with the clinic. It 
was a “first come first served” arrange-
ment because of the limited number of 
vaccines made available, but the focus 
of the clinic was to reach those without 
Internet access or reliable transporta-
tion. 

The clinic scheduled individuals in 
groups of 30 every 30 minutes from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. A Fullerton Police 
Department officer stood before his 
squad car in the middle of the lane lead-
ing into the Community Center parking 
lot from Commonwealth Ave. 

Individuals with reservations were 
allowed to proceed, while those without 
were turned away. Those with appoint-
ments were checked in outside the 
Center’s main entrance then sent inside 
to fill out paperwork in classrooms 
before advancing to the gymnasium 
where they received their vaccine shots. 
They then had to wait fifteen minutes 
before leaving so medical staff could 
observe them for possible adverse reac-
tions. Halfway through the day Friday 
no such reactions had been observed. 
Those with the most severe mobility 
issues were allowed to receive the vac-
cine in the parking lot area. 

9, 2016. After a 911 call from a Fullerton 
resident, officers dispatched to the scene 
found Fullerton City Manager Joseph 
Felz attempting to drive his disabled 
vehicle away from a tree he had crashed 
into. 

Although the Fullerton Police officers 
first on the scene noted that Felz 
appeared intoxicated, Sgt. Corbett con-
ducted only a cursory examination of 
him, declining to administer a 
Breathalyzer test before driving Felz the 
short distance to his home.  

Corbett, who had been called to the 
scene when it was learned that City 
Manager Felz was the driver of the vehi-
cle, later wrote in his official report that 
Felz was not under the influence. 

Many Fullerton residents suspected 
that Felz had received special treatment 
because of his position as City Manager. 
Felz retired the following month and 
eventually pled guilty to one count of 
misdemeanor reckless driving, admit-

ting he had been driving under the influ-
ence at the time of the accident. 

“Law enforcement officers wield 
incredible power and when they abuse 
that power and engage in cover-ups and 
perpetuate different systems of justice 
for people based on their political con-
nections, they must be held account-
able,” District Attorney Spitzer said in 
his February 23 statement. 

The FPD has been sued to force the 
release of Corbett’s body worn camera 
video of the incident, but has not yet 
done so, previously citing the ongoing 
Corbett case. Now that a decision has 
been rendered in Corbett’s case, the 
department may face more pressure to 
release the video. 

The incident occurred the evening of 
the last scheduled day on the job of then 
Fullerton Police Chief Dan Hughes, who 
had already announced his retirement 
from the department and accepted a 
position with Disneyland security.

Each of the 400 seniors were sched-
uled for a second vaccine appointment 
in a month in accordance with 
Moderna’s two-shot requirement for its 
vaccine. The City is maintaining a wait 
list of individuals who would like the 
vaccine but couldn’t get an appointment 
for one on Feb. 19. Community Center 
Director Lantz was not sure when anoth-
er such clinic would be scheduled for 
those who didn’t get an appointment that 
day, although they hope for another one 
if St. Jude is able to secure an adequate 
amount of vaccine doses. 

Members of the Fullerton Fire 
Department were also on hand to assist 
with any other medical emergencies. 
Kristi Batiste, who recently joined the 
City as Emergency Services Director, 
said that no such medical events had yet  
occurred. 

The City continues to operate services 
for seniors during the pandemic, includ-
ing Meals on Wheels and the City’s 
Senior Mobility Program for those who 
don’t drive. The mobility program is 
funded by Measure M2 through the 

Orange County Transit District. Yellow 
Cabs were used to transport some sen-
iors to and from the Community Center 
for their vaccines Friday. 

Othena, the Orange County-commis-
sioned smart device app and website, 
was not employed for Fullerton’s clinic 
reservations. The County’s Health Care 
Agency has been criticized for relying 
on online registration to reserve appoint-
ments for a vaccine that is, thus far, 
restricted largely to people age 65 and 
older, many of whom do not use com-
puters or other digital devices. The 
County Health Care Agency was not 
involved in the February 19 clinic in 
Fullerton, but the OCHCA has devel-
oped a similar model of one-day pop-up 
clinics away from its larger SuperPOD 
sites, relying on non-profits and commu-
nity organizations to contact people who 
might not otherwise know about vacci-
nation opportunities or be able to 
arrange appointments themselves. 

To schedule a vaccination appoint-
ment, visit covid19.othena.com.

A resident checks in to receive her vaccine.

A couple waits in the observation center after receiving their vaccines.

continued from front page
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RVs: City Seeks to Enforce Ban,  
Though Legal Questions Remain 

The City also bans overnight parking 
on all streets. 

Shely Youngbauer, a long time 
Fullerton resident who used to own 
Round Table Pizza near CSUF, lives in 
her RV on Valencia. 

“Due to a set of circumstances, I lost 
the home, I lost the business, and I 
ended up on the Santa Ana riverbed for 
a while...And my son helped me, a 
friend of mine helped me, and when I 
finally got my social security, I got an 
RV,” Youngbauer said. 

She said that parking tickets, the threat 
of being towed, and harassment by 
police make it difficult for her to afford 
the necessary repairs to her RV so she 
can drive up to her brother’s place in 
Oregon, which is her ultimate goal. 

When Fullerton offered a safe parking 
program for those living in their vehicles 
last year, she did not qualify because she 
has a conviction on her record from 16 
years ago. 

Fullerton’s safe parking program, the 
first of its kind in Orange County, was 
terminated at the end of 2020 due to a 
lack of funding. Youngbauer said one 
reason more people didn’t utilize the 
safe parking program was the numerous 
restrictions it imposed. 

Youngbauer said she doesn’t want to 
go into a homeless shelter because she 

has shelter (her RV), doesn’t want to be 
exposed to COVID-19, and wants to 
keep her dog and possessions. 

Weitzman says that, instead of ticket-
ing and seizing vehicles in which people 
live, especially during a pandemic, the 
City should seek to 
help them. 

“Our community is 
better off keeping that 
person ‘sheltered in 
place’ during the pan-
demic, providing hous-
ing support, and mak-
ing a plan that does not 
involve congregate 
shelter,” Weitzman 
said. “If we support 
repairs to the car and 
help people get into 
senior housing, it 
would be a better 
option than seizing 
their homes. It would 
also be more cost effec-
tive.” 

The Fullerton  Navigation Center 
(homeless shelter), which opened last 
year, was recently converted into a 
COVID-only site following COVID-19 
outbreaks in various County shelters. 

“These are high-risk individuals who 
cannot move into the congregate shel-
ter,” Weitzman said. “Based on the num-

bers released, it seems like nearly one in 
four shelter residents get COVID-19 in 
Orange County.” 

Most of the people living in their vehi-
cles, like Youngbauer, have stable dis-
ability or social security incomes; they 
are from Orange County, but they sim-
ply cannot afford housing. Many are in 
vehicles that are not accepted by paid 
RV lots because of their size or age. 

City Manager Ken Domer said he 
believes the RV ban ordinance is consti-

tutional, and that the RV 
parking along Valencia 
negatively impacts sur-
rounding businesses. 

“We need to enforce 
due to health and safety 
concerns as well as other 
vehicle safety issues,” 
Domer said. “Many of 
the RV occupants, not 
all, dump trash and 
sewage on our streets 
and sidewalks.” 

Folks living in RVs do 
not have access to regu-
lar waste disposal serv-
ices, so trash can be an 
issue. 

Youngbauer said the 
City initially brought 
dumpsters out to 

Valencia for people to dispose of their 
trash, but those were soon removed. 

Dirk Wilson lives in his RV across the 
street from Youngbauer. He owns a few 
vehicles, some of which have been 
impounded and are currently sitting in a 
tow yard because he cannot afford the 

fees to get them out. He is working on 
getting one of his RVs smog-ready so he 
can get it registered. 

“I want to get out of here. I want to get 
a job and be a real person again,” Wilson 
said. 

He has been living in his RV in 
Fullerton for about a year. Before that, 
he would occasionally park in Costa 
Mesa or Santa Ana. 

When asked about the large amount of 
stuff on the road between his RVs, 
Wilson said most of it belongs to anoth-
er man who got kicked out of a repair 
shop he was renting nearby. 

One of the functions of a home is that 
it is a place to put your stuff. 

Both Wilson and Youngbauer 
expressed a common fear among those 
living in RVs—the potential to have 
their homes seized by the police for 
things like expired registration or unpaid 
parking tickets. 

“Police seem to have a vendetta out 
here against us,” Youngbauer said. “For 
the most part, those of us who are out 
here, we keep to ourselves. We watch 
out for each other.” 

Youngbauer said she doesn’t know 
what she would do if the City starts 
enforcing its RV ban ordinance. 

She said the City should designate an 
area, as it did with the safe parking pro-
gram, for folks to be able to park and 
live in their vehicles temporarily, with 
access to basic services—like waste dis-
posal and Internet—so they can get back 
on their feet without living in constant 
fear of losing their vehicles, which are 
their homes. 

   
Both Wilson  

and Youngbauer 
expressed a common  

fear among those  
living in RVs— 

the potential to have  
their homes seized  
by the police for  

things like expired  
registration or unpaid 

parking tickets.

RVs lined up along Valencia in Fullerton. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR.
Dirk Wilson with his furry friend. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR.

continued from front page

RVs lined up along Valencia in Fullerton. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR.
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The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of council  

meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 

Contact Council at 714-738-6311  
or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

FULLERTON  
CITY COUNCIL NOTES 

FEBRUARY 16 MEETING

Before every public City Council meeting there is a “closed session” in which 
Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public. 
During this closed session Council met with legal counsel to discuss the following 
cases: Wagner, et al. v. City of Fullerton, et al., Cicinelli v. City of Fullerton, et al., 
Wolfe v. City of Fullerton City Council, and City of Fullerton v. Friends of 
Fullerton’s Future, Joshua Ferguson and David Curlee. Council met with represen-
tatives of the City’s various employee labor groups. There was no closed session 
report.

Closed Session

UPDATE ON OC POWER AUTHORITY

The city of Fullerton joined the 
Orange County Power Authority 
(OCPA) on November 2, 2020. City 
staff gave an update on this new entity. 

Fullerton is a founding member along 
with the city of Irvine. Subsequently, the 
cities of Buena Park, Huntington Beach, 
and Lake Forest joined the Authority. At 
the first meeting of the OCPA on 
December 16, 2020, Council Member 
Jung was appointed as Vice Chair. 

Community Choice Energy (CCE) 
programs enable local government con-
trol over energy procurement, setting of 
competitive rates, and collecting rev-
enue. The local utility still maintains the 
electrical grid, delivers energy, and bills 
customers.  

Under CCE, customers may choose to 
derive their power from more sources of 
renewable energy than under the current 
system. CCE programs in California 
generally procure and resell a power mix 

between 50% and 100% renewable ener-
gy to their customers. 

According to a 2018 feasibility study 
conducted by the city of Irvine, a CCE 
plan would create an expected savings 
of $7.7 million per year in citywide elec-
tricity cost for Irvine residents and busi-
nesses, and $112,000 per year savings 
for the City itself in municipal energy 
costs, as well as additional local eco-
nomic development benefits such as 
new jobs. 

Since December 16, 2020 the Board 
of the Power Authority has been meet-
ing twice per month. The Board is con-
sistently updated on an implementation 
plan and has hired a Chief Executive 
Officer and Chief Operating Officer, 
adopted administrative policies, and 
adopted a Conflict of Interest Code. It is 
expected to launch a Citizens Advisory 
Group this summer.

Agenda Forecast

• Second reading of ordinance to repeal cannabis ordinance 
• Various parking ordinances 
• Purchase of 8 new police vehicles, 2 dump trucks, 1 fire ladder truck, and 12  
other vehicles. 
• Orangethorpe Ave. street improvements 
• New utility billing software

Citizens May Participate in  
March 2 City Council Meeting

The next City Council meeting will be 
held Tuesday, March 2 at 6:30pm. 
Members of the public will also be 
allowed into the Chambers for this meet-
ing, however, limited seating will be 
available due to social distancing. The 
public may also watch and participate 
virtually either by phone or via Zoom.  

Residents can watch the broadcast 
online at www.cityoffullerton.com/ftv3, 
on TV on Spectrum Channel 3, and 
AT&T U-Verse Channel 99. E-com-
ments for this upcoming meeting will 

not be read out loud but will be accepted 
for the record and distributed to the City 
Council.  

Zoom login info: 
 

Computer Smartphone, or Tablet: 
https://www.zoom.us/join 

  By Phone:  1-669-900-9128 
 Meeting ID: 979 4304 1628  

 
For instructions on how to login or 

submit a written comment, visit 
https://www.cityoffullerton.com/partici-
pate.

Agenda items for the March 2 meeting include:

To view the full agenda visit fullerton.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

Public Comments

National Police Recognition Week: 
Maureen Flynn Becerra said that 
National Police Recognition week is 
May 9-15. She asked if council would 
consider flying the “Thin Blue Line” 
flag in support of the police department 
at City Hall. 

Solutions for Those Living in RVs: 
Blandy Morales asked the City to come 
up with a solution regarding the those 
living in RVs. “These people or families 
are being pressured to leave with 
nowhere to go. We have a moral com-
mitment to stand with folks affected by 
the lack of affordable housing, and pro-
vide a solution before displacing them,” 
she said. 

Unsafe Crosswalk at Orangethorpe 
and Highland: Alma Chavez said that 
the Orangethorpe and Highland cross-
walk is dangerous for pedestrians. On 
November 21, 2020 she was run over by 
a car. She said this is an area where a lot 
of pedestrians are hit. The crosswalk 
doesn’t give enough time for folks to 
cross Orangethorpe, and the cars are in a 
hurry. “Please pay attention to this. We 
want to prevent more fatal accidents 
from occurring and harming our com-
munity,” Chavez said. 

Tommy Lasorda Memorial: 
Maureen Melton said she has some 
ideas about creating a statue or memori-
al for baseball legend Tommy Lasorda, 
who recently passed away.  

Parks Master Plan and Leasing of 
Community Buildings: Jane Reifer 
raised concern about requests for pro-
posals for the Parks Master Plan, and the 
leasing of community buildings. 
“Decisions were made, respondents 
were chosen, and the Parks and Rec 
Commissioners were not involved,” 
Reifer said.  

Sexual Harassment at MWD: Diane 
Vena asked that Fullerton’s new repre-
sentative on the Metropolitan Water 
District Board, Fred Jung, support the 
independent investigation into allega-
tions of sexual harassment and discrimi-
nation at MWD, as reported in a recent 
Los Angeles Times article.  

Oversight for Navigation Center: 
Schwarz Bruder asked for an oversight 
committee for the Fullerton Navigation 
Center to address resident complaints.  

Safe Parking: David Duran said the 
city would be wise to re-instate its safe 
parking program. 

Upcoming Meetings

• Wednesday, March 3 at 6:30pm: Planning Commission Meeting 
• Monday, March 8 at 6:30pm: Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting 
 

Members of the public can access meetings streamed live online at 
 https://fullerton.legistar.com. 

TOP: 
Councilmember 

Ahmad Zahra and 
Mayor Bruce 

Whitaker. 
BOTTOM: 

Councilmembers 
Fred Jung, Jesus 
Silva, and Mayor 

Pro Tem Nick 
Dunlap.

City Council Debates, then Repeals Cannabis Ordinance:  
See article on front page.

Councilmember Fred Jung wished everyone a happy Lunar New Year. “This year 
marks the Year of the Ox. This past year also marked an alarming increase in hate 
crimes against Asian Americans, the elderly in particular. These attacks against 
Asian Americans are an attack on all of us. I recognized it is uncomfortable for us 
to speak about, but I call on all of us this evening to recognize our common human-
ity, and continue to reject these violent acts,” Jung said.

Lunar New Year
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Cannabis: Dispensaries Will Remain 
 Illegal in Fullerton for Now

“This has been going on since about 
2016…how do you think our roads 
would look if we would have invested 
the same amount of time and resources 
over the past four and a half years that 
has been invested into this initiative?” 

According to an October 2020 City 
staff report, based on revenue projec-
tions from other cities which have 
allowed similar cannabis businesses, the 
projected annual revenue to the City 
under the now-rescinded ordinance 
could have been $2.25 to $3.75 million 
once fully implemented. 

Dunlap said that cannabis “is not a pri-
ority” and that the ordinance should 
have better taken into consideration 
input from the community. He also 
pointed out what he saw as flaws in the 
ordinance—the lack of residential buffer 
zones and the fact that 
the ordinance did not 
require a conditional use 
permit [though it did 
require a cannabis spe-
cific permit]. 

Councilmember Jesus 
Silva, who voted for the 
original ordinance and 
voted against repealing 
it, argued in its favor. He 
said that cities such as 
Santa Ana and 
Bellflower, which have 
cannabis ordinances, 
have been successful in 
shutting down illegal dis-
pensaries, which contin-
ue to operate in 
Fullerton. 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra said 
that cannabis is already in Fullerton in 
the form of illegal dispensaries, and that 
the purpose of the ordinance is regula-
tion and public safety. 

“This is not about bringing cannabis 
into the city,” Zahra said. “This is about 
trying to regulate it, just like any other 
substance or product that is being sold, 
like alcohol, tobacco, and so on—where 
you create regulations to provide public 
safety for the consumers.” He added that 
revenue from the ordinance would allow 
the City to invest in anti-drug program-
ming and after school programs. 

Fullerton’s Community and Economic 
Development Director Matt Foulkes 
told The Observer, “Not allowing legal 
cannabis businesses in town limits our 
ability to request assistance with 
enforcement from the State Bureau of 
Cannabis Control on illegal dispensaries 
and prohibits Fullerton from being eligi-
ble for state grants that would have 
funded educational/anti-drug efforts and 
driving under the influence of cannabis 
programs.  In order to be eligible for 
State cannabis grants, a City must allow 
commercial cannabis (retail or cultiva-
tion).” 

Mayor Whitaker, who voted to repeal 
the ordinance, acknowledged that “the 
black market will continue to persist 
when it comes to this,” but felt that the 
community members who had opposed 
the ordinance were not adequately lis-
tened to. 

“This item has been an obstacle to so 
many of the priorities that we need to 
deal with in this City right now. And for 
that reason, I think it is a good time to 
remove that obstacle and for us to be 
able to focus on the streets, the infra-
structure, some of the other issues that 
we have in the City,” Whitaker said. 

Many members of the public showed 
up in person and via Zoom to give their 
positions on the ordinance. The majority 
of speakers were in favor of repealing 
the ordinance. 

A large contingent of Latina women 
from south Fullerton, who have consis-
tently spoken in opposition to the ordi-
nance throughout the process, continued 
to argue against legalizing cannabis dis-
pensaries—citing concerns for their 
children and quality of life. 

“We believe in good values. We 
believe in no drugs, using positive 
things to deal with any stressors that we 
may have,” Lucia Maturino said. 

Monica Cruz said “I don’t want these 
dispensaries to be close to our schools 
and our neighborhoods in such an easy 
and accessible way, just as alcohol is. I 
believe that my children, just like any 

young person, can be 
easily influenced to con-
sume marijuana because 
they’re going to see it as 
something normal.” 

The proposed ordi-
nance had a required 
800-foot buffer from 
schools and youth cen-
ters. 

Some residents said 
they felt the community 
outreach did not ade-
quately take into account 
their wishes. 

“Our opinion was 
overlooked. We want to 
be heard. We want to be 
taken into account and 

not ignored,” said one resident who was 
opposed to the ordinance. 

Some spoke in favor of keeping the 
ordinance. 

Timothy Dodd, CEO of a cannabis 
dispensary chain in Los Angeles, said 
“We have never provided any cannabis 
to any underage person. But yet tonight 
I’ve been hearing a lot about how the 
cannabis industry does this. I think the 
point of confusion here is that illegal 
dispensaries appear to be operating with 
some degree of impunity in Fullerton. 
They will sell untested product. They’re 
untaxed, and they’re not licensed by the 
State. The dispensaries that we operate 
do not sell cannabis to children.” 

Kandice Hawes, Executive Director of 
Orange County NORML (National 
Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws), said, “The ordinance 
comes from a lot of work, from a lot of 
advocates, hundreds of hours of staff 
time, several community outreach 
events trying to educate the public. So, it 
would be a shame to see this all go to 
waste. Fullerton approved Prop 64 and 
your own poll showed that citizens 
strongly supported cannabis dispen-
saries in your City.” 

Ultimately, Council voted 3-2 
(Whitaker, Jung, and Dunlap “yes.” 
Silva and Zahra “no”) to repeal the ordi-
nance. 

 
A Ballot Measure in the Works 

 
On January 15, the city of Fullerton 

was served with a “notice of intention” 
to circulate a petition to place a cannabis 
ordinance on the ballot for Fullerton vot-
ers to decide. 

The notice was signed by Fullerton 
resident Kitty Jaramillo who said she 
was approached by Adam Spiker (a con-
sultant working on behalf of cannabis 
industry advocates) with a proposed 

ordinance that is similar to the one 
rescinded by the City. 

“I was already worried that this new 
Council was going to rescind it or adjust 
it so much that it was all going to be on 
the south side,” Jaramillo told The 
Observer. “I’m not having much confi-
dence here in our Council anymore, so 
when Adam told me all about it, I said, 
‘Heck yea, I’ll sign it.’” 

Jaramillo, who has spoken at previous 
council meetings in favor of the 
cannabis ordinance, said that she and 
others she knows buy cannabis for 
medicinal purposes. 

“Usually I go to Santa Ana, but when 
I can’t I’ve gone to the illegal ones here 
in Fullerton. It just irks me that 
Fullerton gets no money for that.” 

Adam Spiker told The Observer that 
the proposed ballot measure and accom-
panying ordinance could be on the 2022 
ballot. 

He said that one problem with the 
recently-rescinded ordinance was inade-
quate enforcement mechanisms for ille-
gal dispensaries. The best way to get rid 
of illegal dispensaries, he said, is 
through financial penalties. “In our ini-
tiative we’re proposing that there be a 
$10,000 per day fine attached to the 
landlord and/or operator of an illicit 
business,” he said. 

According to Fullerton’s Community 
and Economic Development Director 
Matt Foulkes, because Fullerton is a 
“General Law” city and not a “Charter 
City” like Santa Ana, the City is legally 
unable to levy those steep fines. 

Pursuant to state law, the maximum 
citation amounts Fullerton can charge 
are: 

• 1st Citation – $100 
• 2nd Citation – $200 

• 3rd Citation (and every Citation  
after) – $500 
If the illegal business has also made 

building alterations without permits, 
which most have, the City also issues 
Building and Safety fines on top of the 
Administrative Citations above. 

Lawyer Damian Martin is listed as 
legal counsel for the group behind the 
potential ballot measure. 

“The Fullerton Cannabis Regulation 
and Taxation Measure seeks to replace 
the commercial cannabis activity regu-
lations and permitting process adopt-
ed—and now rescinded—by the 
Fullerton City Council with commercial 
cannabis activity regulations and a per-
mitting process that better facilitate the 
creation of union jobs, social equity in 
the cannabis industry, and more effec-
tive enforcement against unlawful com-
mercial cannabis activity,” Martin wrote 
in an e-mail to The Observer. 

When asked which groups or entities 
are behind the proposed ballot measure, 
Martin wrote, “The group backing the 
Fullerton Cannabis Regulation and 
Taxation Measure cannot be identified 
at this time as it has not yet been 
defined.” 

At the Feb. 16 meeting, 
Councilmember Fred Jung told the 
opponents of the cannabis ordinance, 
“The industry itself has deep pockets 
and I’m sure that they will fund this and 
you will have to decide…All the advo-
cates out there, your work doesn’t end 
this evening...This is a small victory in a 
long battle for all of you.” 

Councilmember Zahra said, “Once a 
ballot measure is voted in, Council has 
no power to change it. I’d rather us be in 
control of it than have some other group 
do that.”

   
 

Many members  
of the public  

gave their positions 
on the ordinance. 
The majority of 
speakers were  

in favor of  
repealing it.

Many residents of south Fullerton have repeatedly spoken against the City’s 
cannabis ordinance, citing concern for the impact on children and  

disproportionate concentration of dispensaries in the south.

continued from front page
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Photo Quiz

THIS ISSUE:  
 

What is pictured here  
(at right) and where  

is it located?  
  

Send your answer  
to Mike at 

AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

LAST ISSUE:  
 

The photo of Mt. Baldy was taken from the Pomona/Santa Fe Parking structure. 

Gem of a Gym
Updates are promised and promises are kept, so here we go with some info regard-

ing the long-awaited new gymnasium at our downtown Fullerton High School. 
Wow. Check the spiffy chrome lettering on the front. Watching it go up was a bit 
like watching Wheel of Fortune, being unsure what letters would appear next. 
Started with an R, then another letter, and another. Can I buy a vowel? Of course, it 
spelled FULLERTON.  They were working backwards. Good idea, they don’t want 
to run out of room like every time any of us tries to make a hand-written sign for a 
lost pet or yard sale. We have all done that at least once. See more photos of the new 
gym on page 8.

Workers attach letters to the front of the new FUHS gym.

A New 
Humanities 

Building

Since the new Fullerton 
College Humanities building is 
not visible when driving by, it 
was a real shock to see how 
large it is. Groundbreaking for 
the $54 million project was one 
year ago. With all the barricades 
closing off the campus, this was 
hard to get to but here you go 
(above) a recent photo with the 
dome, as seen in the model (at 
right, taking shape. The building 

will feature new offices, conference rooms, a 
quad room, and a central courtyard, and will 
serve English, ESL, Foreign Language, 
Reading, and Communication Studies. 

“AUDITORIUM” RENEWAL

The FUHS Auditorium at Chapman and Lemon is undergoing another retrofit and 
upgrade. The last time was in 1992-93 when it got a 14-month facelift.  Before that, 
some seismic work was done in 1972. This time there will be both seismic and 
access upgrades. We hear the historic character will be preserved as the concrete 
columns and pilasters are strengthened with steel plates and/or fiber-reinforced 
polymer wrap. Reinforcement work will include the clock tower, main roof, and 
other areas. Accessibility to bathrooms in the basement and first level and seating at 
the auditorium level are also part of the plan.

A LOOK BACK

Before The Downtown Report, I pub-
lished a monthly newsletter for the 
Downtown Merchants Association, 
which became the more inclusive 
Downtown Business Association.  There 
was an association in the 80s and that 
was active when many antique malls 
were here. Places like Blue Wolf Books, 
Gifford’s Stationery, Rags Stop, Snob 
Hill, and other shops from that era are 
long gone. We miss them, but of course 
many new retailers and restaurants have 
taken their places. 

In the files, these bits of info from 
June, 2004: “Sidewalk Sale. Do you 
remember our Biggest Sidewalk Sale in 
113 years a few years ago? Get on 
board, call Connie or Pam at Lil’ 
Treasures. The Wilshire Avenue 
Didgeridoo Store is headed north. Salon 
Bernardo’s is holding a Grand Opening. 
City Pointe Apartments are now open. Il 
Ghiotto is now known as Spadra, it’s 
official.”  

That was 17 years ago, hard to imag-
ine. In that same newsletter was a men-
tion of a Cal State Fullerton project 
called “Downtown in Transition.” It 
mentioned that some type of monument 
was needed on the north side of 
Downtown. Chris Beard and I had been 
discussing construction of a small scale 
replica of the Pacific Electric Railway 
viaduct in front of Fullerton 
Photographics, his business on the cor-
ner of Harbor and Berkeley. A call went 
out – “Funds needed for bridgework,” 
but I guess everyone thought it was 
about dentistry so we never found the 

$$.  Is it too late?  Chris wrote his “The 
Last Boulevardier” column for The 
Observer in the 1990s and sadly we lost 
him at the end of the decade. 

Chris Beard and Noah.

The new Fullerton College Humanities Building is well underway.

Model of the Humanities Building.

Gifford’s Stationery.
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ACROSS 
1. Beaujolais grape 
6. Daytime TV "story" 
10. Lhasa ___ (small dog) 
14. "Law & Order" actress  
De La Garza 
15. Capital on a fjord 
16. Partner of proper 
17. March 
20. Part of FDR 
21. Simpson case judge Lance 
22. Season ticket holder, presumably 
23. Corned beef & swiss sandwich 
26. Posts 
28. Submarine detector 
31. New Year's ___ 
32. Abbr. at the bottom of a letter 
33. Memphis-to-Nashville dir. 
34. Cultural Revolution leader 
35. Pride and prejudice, for example 
38. March 

42. Using a camcorder, e.g. 
43. Batman after Michael 
44. Aye's opposite 
45. Giants manager before Durocher 
46. Mater ___ High School,  
in Santa Ana 
47. ___ Dame 
49. Salsa singer Cruz 
51. Out for the night 
53. "Moonlight" actor Mahershala ___ 
54. Like some verbs: Abbr. 
56. Continue 
60. March 
64. Dutch cheese 
65. Peter Gabriel's anti-apartheid  
song from 1980 
66. How some stocks are sold 
67. Stiller and Stein 
68. "Me, myself ___" 
69. Squirrel away 

DOWN 
1. Deity, slangily 
2. Wings: Lat. 
3. South Coast Plaza, e.g. 
4. Turkish capital 
5. It's a bore 
6. Cold porter fan? 
7. ___Kosh B'gosh 
8. ___ Village (a little slice  
of Bavaria in Torrance) 
9. Look petulant 
10. Venmo, e.g. 
11. Experienced 
12. Rug fiber 
13. Harbingers 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020 

“TIME MARCHES ON” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

18. Promise to pay 
19. George who directed  
"Night of the Living Dead" 
24. Steady 
25. Develops gradually 
27. Pre-med course: Abbr. 
28. Aug. follower 
29. ___ Day VitaCraves 
30. Tri-colored ice cream 
34. Maker: Abbr. 
35. Carson Daly's MTV show 
36. Ivan or Nicholas 
37. Eyelid problem 
39. Credit card co. 
40. Necessitate 
41. Sandcastle shaper 
46. "The Descent of Man" author 
47. Wisconsin city that was the former  
headquarters of Kimberly Clark 
48. Not necessarily against 
49. Biblical spy 
50. Omit, as a syllable 
52. Barely make, with "out" 
55. Country singer McEntire 
57. Yentl's "___ Can you Hear Me?" 
58. Little of "The Wire" 
59. Egghead 
61. Many corp. logos 
62. Green-lighted 
63. Miss Piggy's coy question

Remembering Trayvon Martin

by Grace Widyatmadja 
 
As Black History Month comes to a 

close, many are remembering Trayvon 
Martin on the ninth anniversary of his 
death. On the evening of February 26, 
2012 in Sanford, Fla., Martin was walk-
ing home from a convenience store 
when George Zimmerman, a volunteer 
neighborhood watch captain, got out of 
his truck, confronted and shot the 
unarmed 17-year-old boy. 

Zimmerman remained 
a free man until April 
2012 when a charge of 
second-degree murder 
was brought against him 
by a special prosecutor 
appointed by the former 
governor of Florida, 
Rick Scott. However, the 
trial would not begin 
until June 2013. On July 
13, 2013, Zimmerman 
was acquitted of all 
charges brought against 
him. This verdict spurred 
debates about the preva-
lence of racism in 
America and ultimately 
led to the beginning of 
the movement known 
today as Black Lives 
Matter. 

BLM was founded by Patrisse 
Cullors, Alicia Garza, and Opal Tometi, 
who have built this movement into a 
space that fights to counteract the vio-
lence and racism that terrorizes the 
Black community. Their intent is to cre-
ate a united front of allies to stand up 
against white supremacy, affirm the 
lives of all Black folk, and work towards 
a future where Black lives are no longer 
victims of systemic biases. 

On July 19, 2013, former President 
Barack Obama addressed the country on 
Trayvon Martin in a White House press 
conference. 

“When Trayvon Martin was first shot, 
I said that this could have been my son,” 
the former president said. “Another way 
of saying that is that Trayvon Martin 
could have been me 35 years ago and 
when you think about why, in the 

African American community at least, 
there’s a lot of pain around what hap-
pened here, I think it’s important to rec-
ognize that the African American is 
looking at this issue through a set of 
experiences and a history that doesn’t go 
away.” 

During the summer of 2020, civil 
unrest erupted as the world witnessed 
the murder of George Floyd at the hands 
of a white police officer. On May 25, 
2020, Minneapolis police officers 

arrested Floyd after a 
convenience store 
employee told the 
officers that he tried 
to purchase cigarettes 
with a counterfeit $20 
bill. An eight-minute 
46-second video sur-
faced online of 
Dereck Chauvin, a 
white police officer 
with the Minneapolis 
Police Department, 
kneeling on Floyd’s 
neck  and ultimately 
ending his life. 

Allies and activists 
came together to call 
for justice and reform. 
Black Lives Matter 
was no longer just a 

movement but a rallying cry as the 
Black community voiced their frustra-
tions with the persistence of racism in 
American society. It spurred reflection 
in many people and accountability to be 
taken within many organizations and 
individuals who had overlooked the 
issue. 

Young Black men are taught at a 
young age to understand the conse-
quences of their actions. They are made 
aware of the injustices that threaten their 
lives, which come at the cost of many 
before them losing their lives. 

As Black History Month comes to a 
close, the calls for justice, equity, and 
systemic reform continue. The legacy of 
Trayvon Martin sparked a global fight of 
liberation and remains a constant 
reminder of the work that must be done 
to eradicate racism once and for all. 

   
“When Trayvon  
Martin was first  
shot, I said that  
this could have  
been my son.  

Another way of  
saying that is that 
Trayvon Martin  
could have been  

me 35 years ago.” 
 

—Barack Obama

The killing 
of Trayvon 

Martin 
sparked a 
national 

movement 
against 
police  

brutality  
and racism.
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LET’S CELEBRATE! 
by Alexandria, 10th grade

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
MARCH 8

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board 
information is available by calling  

714-870-2800 or visiting www.fjuhsd.net. 

australianswimschool.com

Choosing a New Superintendent  
Begins in March

Last month, Dr. Scott Scambray, 
Superintendent of the Fullerton Joint 
Union High School District, officially 
announced his retirement as of June 
2021. Replacing the superintendent is a 
multi-step process that requires input 
from all internal and external stakehold-
ers in the community. 

The locally elected FJUHSD School 
Board hires the new Superintendent. All 
five Trustees, who represent over 13,600 
students, their families, and the commu-
nity, need to make sure this person’s val-
ues and vision align with and serve the 
current community needs. Trustees 
occupy a unique position as the commu-
nication conduit among stakeholders in 
developing a common vision focusing 
on an educational environment respon-
sive to the needs of all students. 
Through stakeholder input they repre-
sent community concerns, priorities, and 
needs, in creating a district that supports 
successful, civically responsible, and 
highly educated graduates. 

As the school district’s chief executive 
and administrative officer, the 
Superintendent represents and reflects 
the community’s educational priorities 
and culture. Hiring and annually review-
ing the Superintendent is one of the most 
important jobs of a school board.  

Community culture shifts over time 
and each superintendent brings changes 
to our local high schools that reflect our 
communal history, culture, and values. 
The Superintendent is responsible for 
creating and supporting an effective 
administrative team that is fiscally trans-
parent, upholds the community’s values, 
and implements a curriculum that pro-
vides high quality education and aligns 
with all state and federal educational 
guidelines. 

For many districts, the process begins 
with employing an executive search 
firm that specializes in educational 
administrator placements. At the regu-
larly scheduled February 23, 2021 
FJUHSD Board meeting, the Trustees 
listened to 3 firms present their process 
for finding qualified candidates for the 
Trustees to interview. With 4 of the 5 
board members being new to the process 
of hiring a superintendent, they 
reviewed the multi-stage process that 

begins with a series of board member 
conferences and stakeholder input ses-
sions to define the priorities for the new 
superintendent.  

These priorities include prior instruc-
tion and administrative experience, 
vision for the district’s future, knowl-
edge of the Fullerton community and 
culture, as well as personal values and 
characteristics. Internal stakeholders 
include any persons on campuses either 
as students or employees of the district. 
External stakeholders include parents 
and community members who are 
affected by FJUHSD’s reputation and 
legacy of high caliber graduates living in 
the larger community. FJUHSD has a 
national reputation and is well-known in 
Southern California for its student’s 
scholastic, artistic, and athletic achieve-
ments and community service. 

After a round of internal and external 
input sessions that include focus groups 
and results of a survey which will be 
posted at www.fjuhsd.org,  the Trustees 
will craft the professional employment 
posting that outlines the mission of the 
District and the stakeholder priorities 
determined necessary for the District to 
continue to grow and provide exception-
al education for all students.  

The executive search company will 
consult with the Trustees, conduct the 
focus groups, do background checks, 
and hone down the number of applicants 
based on how closely the applicants 
match the guidelines formed from the 
Trustee’s parameters. 

After reviewing candidates’ qualifica-
tions, the Board conducts interviews. 
They may hold public review hearings 
and may call for public comments. The 
interviews are held in closed session and 
are not open to the public. Parents and 
other stakeholders do not participate in 
the actual interview process. The 
Trustees may choose to visit the appli-
cant’s prior school district or bring the 
candidate out to visit FJUHSD.  

The entire process should be conclud-
ed by late May or early June. 

The next regular FJUHSD Board 
meeting is scheduled for March 9 at 
6pm. A special meeting is scheduled for 
March 2 at 4pm.

Throughout history, women have risen 
up against gender inequality, allowing 
us to be where we are now. Many impor-
tant and impactful women have made 
marks in historical, cultural, and politi-
cal aspects, and still are. Just recently, 
Kamala Harris became the first female 
vice-president of the United States. 

To honor these and all women, 
International Women’s Day is held on 
March 8 each year. The day celebrates 
the achievements of women, as organi-
zations come together to show how 
important women are in society.  

The theme this year is "Choose to 

Challenge’ and encourages everyone to 
choose to stand up and challenge gender 
bias and inequality. 

To celebrate this international holiday, 
we can be a part of the "Choose to 
Challenge.” All you have to do is raise 
your hand and share a picture on social 
media, using #ChooseToChallenge and 
#IWD2021.  

If you want to get more deeply 
involved, you can join a virtual panel 
discussion on the national holiday from 
5-6:30am on March 8. 

For more information visit 
www.internationalwomensday.com.

New FUHS Gym Nears Completion

The new gymnasium at Fullerton Union High School is well underway and antic-
ipated to be completed by April. The gym faces Lemon St., next to the stadium. Last 
year State inspectors condemned the old gym on Pomona (built in 1927) for not 
being structurally sound, and it was demolished. Here are some photos of the new 
gym as it is nears completion.

Exterior of new gym. PHOTO BY GRACE WIDYATMADJA

Interior of new gym. PHOTO BY GRACE WIDYATMADJA
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TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 9th grade  Katie, 9th grade

 Erin, 6th grade

Tribute to Our Furry Heroes 
As Doctors and Nurses Help  

COVID-19 Patients Recover, Our Pets 
Help Sustain Our Mental Health

Mateo, 7th grade

Friday, March 13, 2020. This was the 
last time I set foot inside a classroom. 
When I left school that day I had no idea 
that I wouldn’t be making trips to school  
for a year and that I would be mostly 
confined at home.  Except for outdoor 
nature hikes, I have not been to any store 
or restaurant over the past year. I wasn’t 
prepared for this. It has been a tough 
year. I know many kids out there feel the 
same. While mental health is a major 
concern for people of all ages during the 
pandemic, children and teens are consid-
ered more vulnerable.  The overwhelm-
ing negative emotions, whether from the 
loss of a loved one to the virus or 
because of the lack of social interaction, 
drive many young people to depression 
and even to take their lives. For some of 
us, our mental health would not be as 
good as it is now without the help of our 
pets, and we want to pay tribute to them 
as we round up one year of staying home 
due to COVID-19.  

 I am an only child and I was longing 
for a pet. My parents agreed to adopt 
one provided it would be easy to take 
care of. After looking through some 
options, I decided to get a bunny. It is 
non-verbal so I don’t have to worry 
about unwanted barks. Its poop is like a 
tiny ball—round, dry, and not smelly. It 
likes peeing in a designated litter box 
that I can just clean up every day. It 
feeds mainly on hay, water, and some 
fruits and vegetables, which are readily 
available in the stores. I was ready to 
bring home a bunny when I saw the 
news on TV about the 300 bunnies res-
cued by the Orange County (OC) 
Animal Care from a home in Fullerton 
in January last year.  All of them were up 
for adoption at only $14 each and it felt 
like one of those was meant for me. By 
the time I made it to the animal shelter in 
Tustin, they only had a few left and a 
number of kids were waiting in line to 
pick up their bunnies which meant that 
they sold fast, within weeks of being 
brought in. I felt lucky I got my pets 
right before the lockdown or I don’t 
know how I would have survived this 
difficult time. I decided to adopt two 
bunnies, Nori and Silver, since they 
would be able to keep each other compa-
ny during the time I was not with them. 
They are both male Hotot rabbits, one 
dwarf and the other regular, but weighed 

almost the same at about 3 lbs. each. 
They are two years-old and they live up 
to ten. At first they acted really cold and 
distant, which made it stressful to care 
for them. Nevertheless, I continued to 
deal with them gently and showered 
them with love. It took us about four 
weeks to gain each other’s trust. Since 
then, Nori, Silver, and I have been build-
ing wonderful memories together. 

I gifted my bunnies their own “crib,” 
which is a soft, fluffy, and furry bean 
bag. I usually put it on the couch so that 
my bunnies and I are within eye-level of 
each other and can interact easily. Their 
crib must be so cozy it makes them doze 
off to sleep quickly.  When they wake up 
from their nap, they will lick my hand. 
This is their way of showing trust and 
affection. I wanted to bring my bunnies 
out on a walk, but since they are unable 
to follow their owners like dogs can, I 
put them in a made-up bunny stroller. 
With this, Nori and Silver are able to 
enjoy our daily afternoon walks.  On 
weekends, they join us on trips to the 
mountains or the beach. Recently, they 
earned a spot at the dinner table with 
their plate of veggies, to join my family 
on Friday nights for dinner. They offi-
cially made it to the family picture last 
Christmas. 

I know having a pet is fun, but I never 
realized the magnitude of their role in 
keeping my spirits up during the entire 
year.  As soon as I wake up, I look for-
ward to checking on them.  When I get 
stressed, playing with them and cud-
dling them calms my nerves.  I used to 
feel lonely with no one to play with at 
home when my parents were busy with 
work but now I feel like I have two little 
brothers I can count on. I love taking 
care of them and I feel happy in the love 
we share. 

As I reflect on the wonderful role my 
bunnies have in my life, I realize that 
they have given me a sense of purpose 
because they make me feel obligated to 
always be there for them as they are for 
me. This helps me choose to live another 
day with motivation. Overall, having an 
animal best friend by my side keeps me 
going. But, do not just take my word for 
it. Read more from the experiences of 
other Young Observers with their pets 
on this page. 

At right: 
 

Bunnies Nori 
and Silver 
joining my 
family on 

Friday nights 
for  dinner, 

taking a nap 
on their crib, 
and going for 
a walk in their 

stroller. 

Mochi, my family’s Dutch Hotot (a 
breed of rabbit), has been a constant 
relief in the midst of this unprecedented 
time. We adopted her in January of last 
year because we’ve never had a pet 
before. We knew little about taking care 
of a rabbit, and we learned a lot about 
them through taking care of our own. 
And little did we know that the year 
would bring huge changes. Even now, 
Mochi is a source of happiness and 
laughter (and sometimes annoyance). 
Her funny antics and adorableness bring 
light to our house, and I’m glad we have 
her during this pandemic.  

It was like a miracle that 
we got Mochi, our bunny, 
right before the stay-at-

home order. We managed to convince 
our parents to get a pet even though it 
wouldn’t be a dog. Mochi was shy and 
scared in the beginning, but throughout 
the past months of living together, she 
has opened up and become friendlier. 
We found that she craves  apple peels 
and raisins, and in general, food. She 
makes me laugh with her unintelligent 
brain. I’ve also learned a lot of things 
about rabbits from her. Here are just a 
few: (1) They are not that smart. (2) 
They stomp when they’re mad. (3) 
Sometimes they have lots of chins. I’m 

Pets come in different shapes and 
sizes, from dogs to cats to fish and many 
others in between. However, they all 
have one thing in common—they 
helped us survive one year in quaran-
tine. I think most pet owners can agree 
that their pets make their lives less mis-
erable during this pandemic. The main 
reason they are the heroes of quarantine 
is their natural ability to keep us busy 
and entertained.  In times like this when 
we cannot go out that often and enjoy 
life like we used to, pets are perfect for 
sucking the boredom out of our souls. 
They require much love and affection to 
keep themselves going just like we do, 
and we fulfill each other's needs. 

My dog, Roscoe, is a four-year-old 
shih-tzu and schnauzer mix.  He is quite 
temperamental.  He can be very calm 
and friendly at times but he can also be 
hyper and angry when you touch some-
thing he thinks is his,  which is basically 
everything. When he is not outside bark-
ing at birds, he is either begging for 
scratches from my mom or biting blan-
kets and pillows in our living room. He 

even jumps on my bed in the middle of 
the night. Although he can be very 
annoying sometimes, he is also very 
entertaining. He can be the subject of 
many hilarious moments at any given 
time. Like most pets, it requires a fair 
amount of work to take care of him. We 
need to regularly feed him and give him 
water, take him to the vet, and tidy up his 
living space. He can also cause a lot of 
damage, as I have learned from past 
experiences, which gives me more work 
to do and fills my time during quaran-
tine. 

not really sure if I would have survived 
this pandemic without Mochi or else I 
would have been really bored.  

Above: Katie and Mochi. 
Below: Mochi.

Mateo and Roscoe.
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Elected Officials Host 
Virtual Town Hall 
Meetings to Urge 

Vaccinations

by Matthew Leslie 
  
Since mid-February the overall num-

ber of Fullerton residents who have died 
from COVID-19 has risen from 193 to 
242. Of those deaths, 84 have occurred 
in Skilled Nursing Facilities—up from 
73 two weeks ago. The cumulative case 
count in the City has risen from 10,192 
to 11,008 during the same two-week 
period. On February 24, for the first time 
in many weeks, no County deaths were 
reported by the OC Health Care Agency 
and reported daily deaths since then 
have been in the single digits. OC is cur-
rently hospitalizing about half as many 
COVID-19 patients as it was two weeks 
ago. During the same period, ICU cases 
have dropped by about more than half, 
while available ICU beds have risen sig-
nificantly. 

The improvement in statistics is attrib-
uted to both the end of the surge from ill-
advised holiday celebrations and the 
ongoing vaccinations against the virus. 
However, health care professionals urge 
residents not to become complacent 
about the risks of contacting and trans-
mitting the SARS-CoV-2 virus that 
causes COVID-19.  

Speaking during a virtual town hall 
hosted by Congresswoman Young Kim 
(R-39) on Feb. 25, Dr. Imran Sharief 
warned that if people don’t  continue 
wearing masks, 
progress made in 
fighting the pan-
demic could be 
undone, especially 
as more and possi-
bly deadlier variants 
continue to arise. 

By Feb. 22 the 
C a l i f o r n i a 
I m m u n i z a t i o n 
Registry, which 
updates weekly, 
reported that 
426,649 individuals 
in Orange County 
had received either  
a first or both doses 
of either Pfizer or 
Moderna vac-
cines—the two approved vaccines to 
that date. Of those vaccinated, a little 
more than a third had received both 
doses of one or the other. Both the Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines require two 
doses, spread 3-4 weeks apart. Forty-
two percent of those who had at least 
one shot were male, while 58% were 
female (other gender designations were 
too small in number to represent statisti-
cally). 

The number of vaccines administered 
can vary widely from day to day, accord-
ing to OC Health Care Agency statistics, 
which show Feb. 12 as the day the most 
vaccines were given, at more than 
20,000 doses. Winter storm-related sup-
ply issues caused a dramatic drop to 
fewer than 3,000 on Feb. 21, but twice 
that number were given the next day. 
OCHCA also lists its own Immunization 
Assistance Program as the top provider 
of vaccine doses, at 34%. Next was CVS  
at 9%, then Kaiser Permanente SoCal 
with 7%, followed by UC Irvine Health 
at 5%, and then Providence St. Joseph 
with 3%. The other 20 providers author-
ized to give vaccines accounted for 3% 
or less each.  

Dr. Sajen Matthews, Chief Medical 

Officer of Fullerton’s St. Jude Medical 
Center, said that St. Jude had given out 
over 20,000 vaccine doses through the 
medical center or its healthcare 
providers. 

The Feb. 26 announcement that the 
Food and Drug Administration had rec-
ommended the use of Johnson & 
Johnson’s single dose vaccine, which 
does not need to be stored at ultra-low 
temperatures, promises to dramatically 

increase the rate of vacci-
nations. On that same day 
Governor Gavin Newsom 
announced the federal gov-
ernment would now be 
able to provide predictable 
numbers of vaccine doses 
available to states, charting 
them three weeks in 
advance, with weekly 
updates. In the first week 
of March, California is 
scheduled to receive 
380,000 doses of the 
Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine for distribution 
throughout the State.  

Gov. Newsom predicted 
that the number of allocat-
ed doses would increase 

significantly by the end of March. 
Speaking from the Central Valley where 
farmworkers have been  suffering from 
COVID-19 in disproportionate num-
bers, Newsom said that not only was 
there light, but “bright light at the end of 
the tunnel.” 

Both state and federal elected officials 
held online vaccine town hall meetings 
late in the month, to emphasize the safe-
ty of the vaccines and their critical 
importance to stopping the pandemic.  

During Rep. Kim’s Feb 25 Town Hall, 
Dr. Matthews presented a primer on how 
the vaccines work. In urging people to 
get vaccinated when they can, he noted 
that results of a recent real world study 
of vaccinated people in Israel mirrored 
the 95% immunity rate found in lab 
studies of the Moderna and Pfizer vac-
cines. Flu vaccines are only 60% effec-
tive, he noted. 

Because the virus mutates as often as 
every two weeks, more variants can be 
anticipated, the virus’ evolution seem-
ingly favoring greater transmissibility. 
For this reason, the sooner herd immuni-
ty can be achieved (which would require 
about 75% of the population to be 
immunized), the better the chance of 
heading off more virulent strains as 

   
Dr. Sajen  

Matthews said  
St. Jude Medical 
Center has given  
out over 20,000  
vaccine doses  
through the  

medical center  
or its healthcare 

providers. 

transmission sinks to an insignificant 
level. Asked about the long-term effec-
tiveness of the current vaccines against 
variants, Dr. Matthews predicted that 
vaccines could be periodically retooled 
as variants arise without long FDA 
approval processes, as 
flu vaccines currently 
are. No one yet knows 
how long the current 
vaccines will protect 
against the current 
variants of the virus, 
but Dr. Matthews said 
he hoped it would be 
for 1 to 3 years at 
least. Individuals who 
have been vaccinated 
can still transmit the 
virus— making mass 
vaccinations absolute-
ly necessary to stop 
the pandemic. 

On Feb. 23, State 
Senators Josh 
Newman (D-29) and 
Dave Min (D-37) co-
hosted a town hall that 
featured three medical professionals 
who offered their perspectives on the 
pandemic. Both Sens. Min and Newman 
recounted their own experiences after 
testing positive for COVID-19. Min said 
that despite double-masking, he con-
tracted the virus and developed symp-
toms four days into his ten-day quaran-
tine period. He suffered intense abdomi-
nal pain and severe chills, and had to be 
taken to the hospital in an ambulance. 

Newman developed COVID-19 some-
time around Thanksgiving last year, and 
like Min, had no idea where he had con-
tracted the virus. He considered the 
severity of his case to have been rela-
tively minor but did find the temporary 

loss of smell and taste 
disconcerting. A mono-
clonal antibody cocktail 
may have been responsi-
ble for his recovery, 
although he may have 
only received a placebo 
in the trial in which he 
had been invited to par-
ticipate. Newman lost a 
childhood friend to 
COVID-19. 

The town hall featured 
pharmacologist Dr. 
Helen McFee of 
Memorial Health Care, 
Dr. Andrew Noymer of 
UC Irvine, and Jena 
Jensen of Children’s 
Hospital of Orange 
County (CHOC) in 
Orange. Dr. McFee 

called the decision about whether or not 
to get vaccinated “personal,” but said 
that 85% of Memorial Care’s health care 
workers had opted to take the vaccines 
offered. The amount of vaccines 
Memorial receives is decided by OC 
Health Care Agency Director Dr. 
Clayton Chau, which has been 45,000 
doses so far. 

   
The sooner herd  

immunity can  
be achieved  

(which would  
require about 75%  
of the population  
to be immunized),  

the better the  
chance of heading  
off more virulent 

strains.

continued on page 19

The County opened a SuperPOD vaccination site at the  
Anaheim Convention Center on February 24.

Slide presented by St. Jude Chief Medical Officer Dr. Sajen Matthews during a virtual town hall  
on Feb. 25 regarding vaccinations and herd immunity in the United States.
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An Interview with State 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva

What additional role do you see the 
State taking in preserving Coyote 
Hills? Does the State plan to buy more 
property there? 

 
At this time the State does not intend 

to purchase more of the Coyote Hills 
land. I understand that north Orange 
County deserves its fair share of parks, 
and my Assembly Bill 510 helped save 
[portions of] the largest remaining open 
space in a highly urbanized area of 
Orange County and Los Angeles County 
to be enjoyed by over 1 million people 
as a natural preserve.  Along with secur-
ing over $15 million in the State Budget, 
these funds will ensure that we are able 
to purchase and use many acres as open 
land.  

 
What is your priority for this leg-

islative session as a member of the 
Housing and Community 
Development committee? Are you 
introducing any bills to promote 
affordable housing? 

 
My top priority has remained the 

same, to develop affordable housing and 
to address the growing concerns of 
homelessness in California. This legisla-
tive session I am introducing a number 
of Housing Bills such as, AB 345: 
Accessory dwelling units: separate con-
veyance. This bill authorizes Additional 
Dwelling Units to be sold or conveyed 
separately from the primary residence to 
a qualified buyer. I am also introducing 
AB 362 that would improve conditions 
of shelters by requiring certain safety 
and health standards to be adopted by 
shelter operators. I also have AB 978, 
my Mobile Home Rent Stabilization bill 
that would prohibit management of a 
mobile home park from increasing the 
rental rate for a tenancy more than 5% 
plus CPI or 10%, whichever is lower.  
Certainly, housing remains a concern in 
my district and throughout California 
and I am working hard on addressing 
these issues. 

 
Can you give us an update on the 

progress of the bill you cosponsored 
that would reopen Knott’s Berry 
Farm and Disneyland at the same 
time as other, smaller theme parks? 

 
Assembly Bill 420, Safe Theme Park 

Reopening, which I authored and intro-
duced on the Assembly floor in early 
February, is currently being reviewed in 
committee.  Upon approval by the com-
mittees it will likely be voted on by 
September. I, along with my co-author, 
am optimistic that this bill will also help 
the many small businesses surrounding 
the theme parks by offering a safe path-
way to recovery. 

 
You are now chair of the Arts, 

Entertainment, Sports, Tourism, and 
Internet Media committee, which 
sponsored a bill during the last leg-
islative session to build a museum 
honoring Korean culture. Do you plan 
to revive this bill, or take other steps 
to support your Korean constituents?  

 
As Chair of the Assembly Committee 

of Arts, Entertainment, Sports, Tourism, 
and Internet Media I have taken an 
active role in addressing the growing 

interest in all Sports and Event venues, 
Museums, and California’s Art and 
Tourist attractions that allow California 
to remain the fifth largest economy in 
the world.  As for the bill you are refer-
encing, it was introduced by 
Assemblymember Miguel Santiago. I do 
support his legislation and stated that 
museums are educational gateways for 
Americans and the world to see the 
United States’ rich history. With the $4 
million the California State Budget 
awarded for the Korean American 
National Museum, we are all able to rec-
ognize the rich narrative of the Korean 
American culture. As my Assembly 
District is home to many Korean 
Americans, I have seen directly the 
wonderful contributions they have 
offered in all facets of our community 
and I am excited for that to be reflected 
in this Museum.    

 
You took the lead in securing the 

$2.5 million grant that’s driving the 
repurposing of the Hunt Library. 
What are you most excited about see-
ing happen there when it reopens? 

 
I am very proud to have worked with 

the State to secure $2.5 million for a 
future renovated Hunt Branch Library.  
As a classroom teacher and former City 
Council Member, I have always priori-
tized community spaces, literacy, and 
the arts.  

 I cannot wait to see the Hunt Library 
open to the public again and allow our 
families to have a safe place to have 
their children go and explore a passion 
in literature and education.  The Hunt 
Library is a staple to the city of 
Fullerton and I am optimistic for the 
final outcome. 

 
 As a new member of the Education 

Committee, you have said that you 
want to extend career and technical 
education and to close the digital 
divide. What specific programs will 
you support to achieve those goals? 

 
I have taught in the Fullerton School 

District for nearly thirty years and had 
first-hand experiences with the needs of 
our students in our district.  With my 
new role as a member of the Education 
Committee, I plan on utilizing my expe-
rience by introducing legislation such as 
Assembly Bill 498, Teachers: Computer 
Science Access Initiative. This bill 
establishes the Computer Science 
Access Initiative to increase the number 
of teachers authorized to teach computer 
science.  

By having our students learning prac-
tical skills, we can support their next 
steps for future careers.  Furthermore, I 
have introduced Assembly Bill 552, 
which would create the Integrated 
School-Based Behavioral Health 
Partnership Program, encouraging local 
educational agencies and County behav-
ioral health agencies to collaborate on 
providing on-school campus services for 
all students at the earliest onset of a 
behavioral health condition. The need 
for us to ensure that our students are 
able to take on the challenges in the 
workforce is vital and I am working 
towards having legislation that supports 
our school districts and students. 

You supported Governor Newsom’s 
proposed budget on January 8 that 
includes “$2 billion targeted specifi-
cally to support and accelerate safe 
returns to in-person instruction start-
ing in February.” What counts as 
safe? All teachers and support staff 
receiving vaccines? All students test-
ing every week? 

 
Schools have had to adapt and change 

to accommodate teaching in a COVID-
19 environment. Currently the Governor 
has stated that vaccine prioritization for 
school staff will begin March 1. The 
State will require consistent prioritiza-
tion for vaccines across the State for our 
teachers and support staff. The State will 
allocate 10% of first doses statewide to 
education workers—approximately 75K 
doses per week, based on current alloca-
tion projections.  Certainly, this is the 
first of many steps to ensure the safe 
return of our students to in-class learn-
ing. 

 
The same State budget proposal 

allocates $4.6 billion for extended 
learning time. Will summer school be 
mandated for students who have suf-
fered learning loss? If so, does that 
erode the local control funding tem-
plate? 

 
I have introduced legislation that 

would address the Local Control 
Funding Template with my Assembly 
Bills 531 and 533 that would address the 
California State Auditor's Report by 
requiring Local Education Agencies to 
annually identify and report unspent 
supplemental and concentration grant 
funds provided to close the educational 
gap for specific vulnerable students and 
requires that the unspent funds must 
continue to be used for those students in 
subsequent years. I do not believe this 
budget allocation should have to affect 
our students or our school districts fund-
ing. 

Fullerton has a large population of 
older residents who are at a disadvan-
tage signing up for the vaccine 
because signups are mainly online. 
Are you taking any other measures to 
speed vaccinations to seniors here in 
Fullerton? 

 
At this time, my office has continued 

to encourage residents to utilize the 
Othena App provided by the County and 
myturn.com to check on their availabili-
ty to receive the Vaccine.  Currently, we 
are working with the county of Orange 
and our local officials to find ways to 
have the vaccines accessible to our 
entire community, especially our sen-
iors. The vaccines that St. Jude 
(Providence) is administering to seniors 
at the Fullerton Senior Center is already 
underway. They received their first 
doses last week. 

 
You have suggested a few ways to 

get vaccines to local communities hit 
hard by COVID-19: licensing CVS 
pharmacies in north OC to distribute 
vaccines, and opening up the 
Richman Community Center or other 
similar locations for vaccine distribu-
tion. What progress is the state mak-
ing on these or other efforts to distrib-
ute vaccines to vulnerable communi-
ties? 

 
We are seeing the County establish 

Medium-sized and Mobil PODS in our 
underrepresented communities in Santa 
Ana and Anaheim, and ensuring that 
there are mobile vaccines that can get to 
our lower-income communities so they 
can continue to be protected from 
COVID-19. With the State receiving an 
additional 2 million vaccines, we should 
be able to ensure more distribution in the 
months to come. 

 
To contact Sharon Quirk-Silva’s 

office, visit https://a65.asmdc.org or call 
(714) 525-6515.

by Lance Langdon

Sharon Quirk-Silva, who has previously served as Mayor of Fullerton is today a 
member of the California State Assembly, representing the 65th District, which 
includes portions of northern Orange County, including Fullerton.

Sharon Quirk-Silva introduced Assembly Bill 420, the Safe Theme Parks Bill,  
on Feb. 4. The bill is currently in committee.
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LA VOZ LATINA   
a Spanish/English Language column

A New Hope for Our  
Immigrant Community

by Karen Alvarado 
 
There is good news for immigrant 

rights advocates this month with the 
introduction of the US Citizenship Act 
of 2021, a bill that President Biden 
promised to introduce in his first 100 
days as part of his comprehensive immi-
gration reform plan. The US Citizenship 
Act of 2021 would open 
up a path to legal resi-
dence and eventual citi-
zenship for as many as 11 
million  undocumented 
immigrants  in the United 
States. Just weeks prior, 
the DREAM ACT was 
reintroduced under the 
Biden administration. 
The bill, first introduced 
in 2001, would give 
some young, undocu-
mented immigrants 
brought to the U.S. as 
children the opportunity 
to pursue a path toward 
American citizenship. 

The case for legalization with a path-
way to citizenship has not received 
much attention, but since the Trump 
administration’s inhumane treatment of 
undocumented children, immigration 
has been in the spotlight. 

Orange County Congregation 
Community Organization (OCCCO) 
and the PICO California networks are 
launching campaigns to change the nar-
rative with our immigrant community 
during this unique period of time. The 
reason for this is due to another legisla-
tive process that has not gotten a lot of 
attention, and that is the Congressional 
reconciliation process. This process is 
not a traditional legislative process that 
needs 60 senate votes to pass—it would 
only need 51 senate votes to be 
approved. It is simply a budget package 
that goes through committees and estab-
lishes dollar amounts. The COVID-19 
recovery plan under the Biden adminis-
tration will be part of this reconciliation 

process and the idea is to include a path-
way to citizenship for undocumented 
essential workers. Many of our immi-
grant families have been at the front 
lines of this pandemic, working essen-
tial jobs that have kept the country and 
economy afloat. 

OCCCO and PICO’s first campaign is 
a narrative campaign. The narrative will 

center on the humanity 
and dignity of the immi-
grant community by 
highlighting their contri-
butions as frontline 
workers in their commu-
nities.  

Community leader 
Rosario Marcelo shared 
with us that a pathway to 
citizenship would 
change her life. “A path-
way to citizenship will 
give me the freedom to 
be more involved in my 
community without any 
reservations. It would 
also allow me the oppor-

tunity to see my family that was left 
behind in Mexico over 25 years ago,” 
Marcelo said. Her voice echoes that of 
millions across the country who have 
demonstrated their value and contribu-
tions during one of the hardest years of 
our lives. 

Secondly, we are hosting virtual pub-
lic actions in early March with congress 
members to send a clear message that 
undocumented essential workers 
deserve a pathway to citizenship. If you 
would like to be a part of these actions 
or share your story to help change the 
narrative of our immigrant community, 
please contact karen@occcopico.org . 
This opportunity will require us to use 
our collective voice that highlights the 
dignity of millions of undocumented but 
essential contributors to our communi-
ties. 

Karen Alvarado is a Lead Organizer 
with Orange County Congregation 
Community Organization.

Una nueva esperanza para nuestra 
comunidad inmigrante

por Karen Alvarado 
 
Hay buenas noticias para los defen-

sores de los derechos de los inmigrantes 
este mes con la introducción de la Ley 
de Ciudadanía de los Estados Unidos de 
2021, un proyecto de ley que el presi-
dente Biden prometió presentar en sus 
primeros 100 días como parte de su plan 
integral de reforma migratoria. La Ley 
de Ciudadanía de EE. UU. de 2021 
abriría un camino hacia la residencia 
legal y la ciudadanía eventual para mas 
de 11 millones de inmigrantes indocu-
mentados en los Estados Unidos. Solo 
unas semanas antes, el 
DREAM ACT se rein-
trodujo por la adminis-
tración de Biden. El 
proyecto de ley se pre-
sentó por primera vez 
en 2001 y daría a 
algunos inmigrantes 
jóvenes indocumenta-
dos traídos a los 
Estados Unidos cuando 
eran niños la oportu-
nidad de seguir un 
camino hacia la ciu-
dadanía esta-
dounidense. 

El caso de la legal-
ización con un camino 
a la ciudadanía no ha recibido mucha 
atención, desde que la administración 
Trump trato inhumano de los niños 
indocumentados. La inmigración ha sido 
en el centro de atención para los Estados 
Unidos. 

OCCCO y la red PICO CA están lan-
zando campañas para cambiar la narrati-
va con nuestra comunidad de inmi-
grantes durante esta oportunidad. La 
razón de esto se debe a otro proceso que 
se está ignorando: el proceso de recon-
ciliación. Este proceso no es un proceso 
de legislación tradicional que necesita 
60 votos en el Senado para aprobarse; 
solo necesitaría 50 votos en el Senado 
para ser aprobado. Es simplemente un 
paquete de presupuesto que pasa por 
comités y votan por aprobar los dólares 

que se van a usar. El plan de recu-
peración de COVID-19 bajo la adminis-
tración de Biden será parte de este pro-
ceso de reconciliación y la idea es 
incluir un camino hacia la ciudadanía 
para los trabajadores esenciales. 

Muchas de nuestras familias inmi-
grantes han estado al frente de esta pan-
demia trabajando en trabajos esenciales 
que han mantenido a flote a todo el país 
y la economía. 

La primera campaña es una campaña 
narrativa. La narrativa se enfocara en la 
humanidad y la dignidad de la comu-
nidad inmigrante destacando sus con-

tribuciones como traba-
jadores de primera línea y 
en sus comunidades. Una 
líder comunitaria, Rosario 
Marcelo, compartió con 
nosotros que el camino 
hacia la ciudadanía cam-
biaría su vida. Rosario 
dijo: “Un camino hacia la 
ciudadanía dará la libertad 
de participar más en mi 
comunidad sin reservas. 
También permitiría la 
oportunidad de ver a mi 
familia que se quedó atrás 
en México hace más de 25 
años ”. Su voz se Repite a 
la de millones en todo el 

país que han demostrado su valor y con-
tribución durante uno de los años más 
difíciles de nuestras vidas. 

En segundo lugar, estamos organizan-
do acciones públicas virtuales a princip-
ios de marzo con miembros del congre-
so para enviar un mensaje claro de que 
los trabajadores esenciales merecen un 
camino hacia la ciudadanía. Si desea ser 
parte de estas acciones o compartir su 
historia para ayudar a cambiar la narrati-
va de nuestra comunidad de inmi-
grantes, comuníquese con karen@occ-
copico.org. Esta oportunidad requerirá 
que usemos nuestra voz colectiva que 
enfoca la dignidad de millones de con-
tribuyentes indocumentados pero esen-
ciales a nuestras comunidades.

Mix-status families live the fear of separation on a daily basis, and our children 
deserve stability. / Las familias de estatus mixtos viven el miedo a la separación a 

diario y nuestros hijos merecen estabilidad.
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic multi-faith leaders held a public action support-

ing immigrant rights. / Antes de la pandemia de COVID-19, líderes multi-fe lle-
varon a cabo una acción pública en apoyo de los derechos de los inmigrantes.

   
“A pathway to  

citizenship will give 
me the freedom  

to be more involved 
in my community 

without any  
reservations.” 

 
—Rosario Marcelo

   
“Un camino  

hacia la  
ciudadanía dará  

la libertad de  
participar más  

en mi comunidad  
sin reservas.” 

 
—Rosario Marcelo
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The City’s Barrancas and 
Floods in Fullerton’s Past

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2020

Since Southern California usually has 
quite a lot of rain around this time of 
year, I thought it would be interesting to 
look into a few of the past floods 
Fullerton has encountered. 

Fullerton experienced its first flood on 
New Year’s Day, 1900, which claimed 
the life of blacksmith James Gardiner 
and left the downtown area under eight 
to twelve inches of water. Floods contin-
ued to intermittently hit the town for the 
next 40 years. 

According to Bob Ziebell’s book, 
Fullerton: A Pictorial History, “the 
course of Brea Creek had been changed 
to run westerly rather 
than its natural south-
easterly route and in the 
fall of 1899 a crew had 
cleared the creek banks 
of a choking cane break 
planted years before to 
prevent erosion.” The 
remaining days of 1899 
were filled with rain. 
The flood waters moved 
the chopped cane against 
a low bridge “effectively 
damming the westward 
flow” and causing the 
water to overflow the 
creek banks, flooding 
Fullerton’s downtown 
business district on New Year’s Day of 
January 1900, according to Ziebell. 

In a 1955 interview, John Gardiner 
talked about how his brother James 
Gardiner, who was a blacksmith and a 
deputy constable in Fullerton at the 
time, went to the rescue of two young 
women stranded by the flood in the 
northern area of town. According to 
John Gardiner’s interview, James 
“immediately swam his horse across the 
creek to rescue them. By the time he got 
them to safety, he was exhausted and 
dropped off to sleep without changing 
into dry clothes. He took sick with pneu-
monia and was dead four days later.”  

Fullerton soon recovered from that 
natural disaster, however, in 1916, the 
City encountered another flood; this 
time, it was more severe. According to 
an article on Natural Disasters in Orange 
County by Kaitlyn Sturgis-Jensen for 
the Fullerton College Centennial web-
site, the 1916 flood, which had a major 

impact all over Southern California, 
could have been caused by a rainmaker 
from San Diego. At that time, a long 
period of drought forced San Diego 
County to consider “extreme and alter-
native measures for rainfall.” A rain-
maker by the name of Charles Mallory 
Hatfield contacted the County and 
offered to produce rain from the sky for 
a $10,000 fee. San Diego County must 
have been desperate because they 
accepted Hatfield’s offer. Soon, after 
Hatfield and his wife set up equipment 
on a mountain, rain began to pour all 
across Southern California, which had a 

devastating impact, 
washing away houses and 
taking people’s lives. San 
Diego County believed 
that since the rain was 
happening in other places 
across the State, Hatfield 
didn’t create it and they 
refused to pay him. 
Interestingly, some peo-
ple wanted to sue 
Hatfield, blaming him for 
the devastation from the 
storms. 

In 1927, the Orange 
County Flood Control 
District was created, but 
there was a large amount 

of time between the 1916 disaster and 
the next major flood. According to the 
Fullerton College Centennial website, in 
the years between the disasters, flood 
control protection wasn’t considered “an 
immediate need to people, whose final 
vote was against the building of dams.” 
However, when the 1938 flood hit, pub-
lic opinion changed. On March 3, 1938, 
a headline in the Daily News-Tribune 
read, “Eight-foot Wall of Water Hits 
Atwood and Spreads Over Fullerton and 
Anaheim.” In fact, this massive amount 
of water caused the Brea and Fullerton 
“barrancas,” also known as flood control 
channels, to overflow and leave “a 
yawning gorge with vertical banks 20 or 
more feet deep through the heart of 
Fullerton,” according to Ziebell’s book. 

The 1938 flood impacted a large por-
tion of north Orange County. At the peak 
of the flood in Fullerton, 2.90 inches of 
rain accumulated in 24 hours and 5.16 
inches in 36 hours, wreaking havoc 

across the City. According to the article 
in the Daily News-Tribune, “At the east 
end of Brookdale Avenue, a huge euca-
lyptus tree succumbed to the undermin-
ing of flood waters and heavy southerly 
winds, crashing across the flood to crush 
the back porch of the Lee Long home at 
… East Brookdale.” Another interesting 
story reported by the newspaper 
involved a Fullerton resident named 
Leslie Johndahl, who, while attempting 
to help a family near Yorba Linda, was 
swept off his feet by flood waters and 
“hurled downstream, tossed about like a 
cork,” for a three mile stretch of water, 
before finally finding his footing at a 
railway embankment in Atwood. Waters 
were eventually controlled by the bar-
rancas by midday on March 3, 1938, 
however, the flood made residents real-
ize that water control in a highly devel-
oped and populated area was important. 

After viewing pictures of the devasta-
tion left behind from the 1938 flood, it’s 
no wonder that public works projects 
calling for concrete-lined flood control 
channels and check dams were rushed 
into production.  

By the time the 1938 flood hit 
Fullerton, the Federal Flood Control Act 
of 1936 had passed and by 1941 dams 
were being built in Orange County as 
part of a flood control program under 
the direction of the US Army Corps of 
Engineers.  

I wanted to find out more about the 
barrancas in the City, including those 
stretching from the Brea dam through a 
portion of Hillcrest Park, down Harbor 
Boulevard, crossing Malden Avenue and 
eventually heading west, parallel to 
Chapman Ave, as well as the barrancas 
by the Fullerton dam located in the 
northeast corner of the city.  

According to a scanned copy of an 
article dating back to 1941 from the 
Fullerton News Tribune (provided cour-
tesy of the Fullerton Public Library’s 
Local History Room), the barrancas 

were designed as part of the WPA proj-
ects to protect Fullerton, among other 
cities, and parts of north Orange County, 
from damage during heavy flows of 
storm waters, by providing adequate 
channels to carry the floods. They were 
cemented in around the same time as the 
Brea and Fullerton dams. The Fullerton 
News Tribune reported that “engineer-
ing on this project was done by City 
Engineer Herman Hiltscher and designs 
for the curves, which were tested by one 
of the heaviest storms on record in 
recent months, proved the efficiency of 
the entire system, even without the Brea 
dam.” 

Integral to flood control was the con-
struction of two dams in Fullerton. One 
was the Brea Dam, located just east of 
Harbor Boulevard near the North 
Orange County YMCA, and the other 
was the Fullerton Dam, close to the 
Fullerton-Placentia border. The barran-
cas served as outlets to slow the flow of 
currents in times of heavy rains. In fact, 
engineering changes were made early on 
to make the Brea Creek barranca “eight 
feet deep instead of six and called for 
minor changes on curves and in drops 
and stilling basins to slow the flow,” 
according to a 1938 article published in 
the Fullerton News Tribune. Concrete 
walls were later added to the floor of the 
Brea Creek channel and on the day of 
dedication, City officials loaded onto 
the backs of trucks and drove the course 
of the channel as crowds cheered from 
above. There are several photos of these 
City official truck rides in the Local 
History Room Archives, some available 
through their website. 

Even today, if you’re driving along 
Chapman Ave. (west of Malden) on a 
day of heavy rain, you’ll see a danger-
ous, raging river of water flowing down 
the cement channel known as the bar-
ranca. It’s important that we have these 
dams and barrancas in order to avoid 
devastation from floods in the future.

   
On March 3,  

1938, a headline  
in the Daily  

News-Tribune  
read, “Eight-foot 

Wall of Water Hits 
Atwood and Spreads 

Over Fullerton  
and Anaheim.”

The 1938 flood. Photo courtesy of Fullerton Public Library Local History Room.

Brea Creek barranca today.

Photo courtesy of Fullerton Public Library Local History Room.



Page 14 FULLERTON OBSERVER  EARLY MARCH 2021ARTS

Fullerton Community Center Brings  
Free ‘Art at Home’ to Seniors

Art at Home brings educational art 
opportunities to do in the comfort of 
one’s own home. All courses are created 
with custom themes and include all nec-
essary materials/supplies conveniently 
packaged. Contactless drive-through 
pick-up is offered at the Fullerton 
Community Center.  

Art at Home is a low-cost educational 
art program available to all. This project 
is funded in part through a grant from 
the California Department of Aging, as 
allocated by the Orange County Board 
of Supervisors and administered by the 
Office on Aging. Through this partner-

ship, Art at Home is provided at no cost 
to adults ages 60+. 

Call (714) 738-6575 to register for the 
current Art at Home course while sup-
plies last. Or, register online at 
https://fullertoncommunitycenter.com/a
rtathome/.  

The Fullerton Community Center is 
located at 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 

March 9 Course: Starry Night Altered 
Tins: Turn an ordinary mint tin into a 
useful and beautiful work of art using 
oven bake clay! We will be inspired by 
Vincent Van Gough’s “Starry Night.”

Residents May Give Input  
on Future of Hunt Library

The city of Fullerton is working with Arts Orange County and Heritage Future to 
revitalize the Hunt Library in order to provide a place of learning through literacy, 
arts, and cultural programming for residents and visitors. The goal of the revitaliza-
tion is to create an aesthetically pleasing place of inspiration, creativity, learning, 
and social gathering. 

If you would like to participate in a survey to give your ideas about the future of 
the Hunt, visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ttcsw92. Spanish and Korean trans-
lations are available on the City’s web site www.cityoffullerton.com.

Classical Music Series Comes to The Muck

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center 
presents its first ever Classical Music 
Series, which will be available free over 
live stream. This seven-week series is 
produced with the assistance of The 
American Federation of Musicians 
(AFM Local 7) and Owen Kirschner. 

The series kicked off on February 25 
at 7:30pm with Jung-A Lee (piano), 
Tony Ellis (trumpet), and Owen 
Kirschner, and will continue every 
Thursday through April 8.   

Concerts will stream live on The 
Muckenthaler’s Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/TheMuckenthaler. 
Viewers can watch from a phone, com-
puter, or connected TV by downloading 
the Facebook Watch TV App or casting 
the stream to their TVs. 

Upcoming performances: 
March 4 at 7pm: Musique Sur La  
Mer, String Quartet 
March 11 at 7pm: Duo Imaginalis  
(guitar and piano), Hugo Nogueira 
(guitar) & Ekaterina Bessmeltseva  
(piano) 
March 18 at 7pm:  Distant Fires Trio,  
Harp Trio (harp, flute, cello) 
 

“The Persistence of Memory:  
Salvador Dali and His Influence” 

@ MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER  
1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton   www.themuck.org   (714)738-6595 

Salvador Dali (1904-1989) resides 
somewhere in the upper echelon of 
famous artists. His dreamy, surreal 
paintings, sculptures, literary works and 
films pushed the boundaries of reality 
and explored the subconscious mind, 
echoing his outlandish public persona. 
Dali, a controversial, glittering, intense 
artist and theorist, was always one step 
ahead of everyone else. His artworks 
shocked and dazzled, twisted reality and 
found their way into the most impressive 
art collections around the world. Dali 
remains an immense influence on artists 
around the globe.  

In “The Persistence of Memory,” 
Works by Dali are interspersed with 
works inspired by the master in a variety 
of media including film, dance, and 
drawing. 

On display March 4-April 8. Monday–
Thursday, 12-4pm $5/group. 
Reservations required. Only available 
for private viewing. $5 entry fee for 
groups of no more than 4 people. Fee 
can be paid in cash on arrival or in the 
donation section on The Muck website. 

Each group of no more than 4 people 
will have 15 minutes to view the gallery 
privately.  There will be a buffer time 
between reservations to avoid overlap-
ping visits. All visitors are required to 
wear masks covering their mouth and 
nose at all times. Please do not visit if 
you have a fever or any symptoms of 
COVID-19, have tested positive for 
COVID-19 within the past 14 days, or 
have had close contact with anyone who 
is suspected or confirmed of having 
COVID-19.

“Taking Up Space 
@ BREA ART GALLERY  

1 Civic Center Cir, Brea   (714) 990-7730 www.breaartgallery.com
“Taking Up Space” is a deeply person-

al and intimate group show that features 
a diverse group of women artists who 
share their stories, cultures, and perspec-
tives through their artistic practices. 
Staged to supplement rather than negate 
the typically male-dominated exhibi-
tions of the past, this show will highlight 
experiences, struggles, and strengths of 
these women while providing visitors an 
opportunity to look through the eyes of 
these talented artists who come together 
in this space. Ten  artists are featured in 
the exhibition: Chloe Allred, Catalina 
Bellizzi-Itiola, Hazel Choo, Alexandra 
Carter, Lanise Howard, Carmen 
Mardonez, Elisa Ortega Montilla, 

Juliana Rico, Jacqueline Valenzuela, and 
Diane Williams. 

Masks, social distancing, and temper-
ature checks are required for entry. 
Online shopping with curbside pickup is 
still available during the same hours. 

 The exhibit will also be presented vir-
tually in a variety of ways. 

Visitors can learn about future exhibi-
tions and workshops at 
breaartgallery.com or by following the 
gallery on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter @breagallery. 

Open hours are Wednesday through 
Sunday, 12pm – 5pm. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 990-7731 or visit 
www.breaartgallery.com.

Work by Chloe Allred.

March 25 at 7pm:  Woodwind String  
Quartet (violin, woodwinds, viola,  
cello) 
April 1 at 7pm: Jeeyoon Kim (piano) 
April 8 at 7pm: Brass Quintet (2 

trumpets, horn, trombone, tuba) 
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HITS  
&   
MISSES  

by Joyce Mason © 2020

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 

A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

NOMADLAND: TWO HITS

Frances McDormand stars in “Nomadland.”

It’s rare that a feature film, not a doc-
umentary, is based on a non-fiction 
book. Does the adaptation work? Yes, 
but mainly because of the extraordinary 
abilities of the actress who holds 
“Nomadland” together. Two-time Oscar 
winner Frances McDormand works 
closely with young, innovative director 
Chloe Zhao (“The Rider”) as they con-
vert Jessica Bruder’s 
book Nomadland: 
Surviving America in the 
Twenty-First Century 
into a movie. 

Fern (McDormand) 
has lost her husband and 
their home in Empire, 
Nevada, located on the 
edge of the desert. The 
U.S. Gypsum 
Corporation closed its 
mine in 2011 because of 
the declining need for 
sheetrock. Caught in a 
recession when many 
homes have lost their 
value and no jobs are 
available in Empire, Fern decides to 
travel the country, taking seasonal jobs 
wherever available. We watch her reno-
vate an old commercial van and create a 
livable space where she can cook and 
sleep and store a few treasured posses-
sions. 

Her first job is bubble-wrapping items 
in an Amazon warehouse, swamped 
with orders in the weeks leading up to 
Christmas.  When that employment ends 
and she once more hits the road, Fern 
meets Linda May, who tells her about a 
group of road wanderers like herself that 
gather once a year in Arizona under the 
leadership of a white-bearded man 
named Bob Wells.  Often called Santa 
Claus, Bob makes YouTube tutorials and 
instructs his live audiences on how to 
travel throughout the country living in 
an RV or van. These nomads create their 
own community and frequently meet up 
with one another on their travels.  Bob 
can never say goodbye to his audiences, 

substituting, “See you down the road.” 
During the months following the 

Amazon seasonal warehouse job, Fern 
works in a rock quarry, cleans bath-
rooms in Badlands National Park, har-
vests and sorts beets in Nebraska, does 
janitorial work in an RV park, and 
scrubs pots in a diner. She also meets up 
with the familiar faces of other 

nomads—Linda May, 
Swankie, Bob, Dave. 
There is even a spark of 
what could be a romantic 
attachment with Dave 
(David Strathairn), who 
offers her a home to land 
in. But Fern prefers the 
freedom of the road. She 
never sees herself as 
“homeless” but tells oth-
ers that she is “houseless 
and there is a difference.”  
Even when faced with a 
soft bed to sleep in, Fern 
prefers sleeping in her 
van. 

One feature that distin-
guishes “Nomadland” from most movies 
is the use of non-actors. Except for 
MacDormand, Strathairn, and  Melissa 
Smith, who plays a brief role as Fern’s 
kind and concerned sister, all of the 
characters that Fern encounters on her 
lengthy journeys are real-life nomads. 
They all have interesting life stories to 
tell and they all carry with them a 
courage and dignity that sustains them 
and engenders an unexpected self-confi-
dence. 

Enhancing the movie’s visual quality 
is the camera work of Joshua James 
Richards who worked with Zhao on 
“The Rider,” also a film that captured 
the vastness and rugged beauty of wide 
open spaces. The musical score of 
Ludovico Einaudi enhances the scenes 
of quietude and sparse dialogue creating 
a mood by relying mostly on single 
instruments, frequently the piano, rather 
than orchestral sounds. 

“Nomadland” is available on Hulu.

   
She never sees  

herself as  
“homeless”  

but tells others  
that she is  

“houseless and  
there is a  

difference.”

“JUST FOOD” 
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE  

ART GALLERY 
321 E. Chapman Ave (1000 Bldg) 

Nikki McClure, Convene, 2019 papercut, 11 x 11"

The artists in this exhibition address 
these issues: creating a just food system, 
honoring the Earth, valuing the work of 
those producing our food, respecting 
food sovereignty, and ensuring that 
everyone has enough. Featuring work 
by: Jackie Amézquita, Sula Bermúdez-
Silverman, Narsiso Martinez, Nikki 
McClure, Sara Rosenblatt, Chip 
Thomas. Through May 21. The Gallery 
is currently closed, however you may 
access the show virtually at 
fcjustfood.myportfolio.com. 

 

Begovich Visual Arts Lecture Series

The Begovich Visual Arts Lecture 
Series introduces students and the com-
munity-at-large to a broad range of inter-
disciplinary practitioners including 
artists, educators, and filmmakers. The 
lectures are open to the public and are 
presented virtually in conjunction with 
classroom and studio disciplines in the 
Visual Arts Department. 

Upcoming Lecture: March 15, 1pm:  
Leonard Suryajaya. Webinar link: 
https://fullerton.zoom.us/j/87403795137 

Leonard Suryajaya (Chicago, IL) uses 

his work to test the boundaries of inti-
macy, community and family. He 
employs photography, video, perform-
ance, and installation to show how the 
everyday is layered with histories, 
meanings and potential. To see his work 
visit www.leonardsuryajaya.com. 

To learn about other upcoming lec-
tures through the Nicolas and Lee 
Begovich Gallery at Cal State 
University, Fullerton, visit www.fuller-
ton.edu/arts/art/begovich_gallery/index.
php.

Leonard Suryajaya, Candyman, 2016, Archival Inkjet print

Work by Syan Rose, 2020.
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Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed mainly by local volunteers who 
create, publish, and distribute the paper 
throughout our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one - 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
 

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  
are distributed throughout Fullerton  

and sent through the mail to subscribers  
every two weeks except only once  

in January, July & August.  
   

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
 Subscriptions are $35 per year. 

Sign up and pay with Credit Card at 
www.fullertonobserver.com 

or by check with name & address to:  
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  

Fullerton CA 92834-7051 
 

________________________________ 
 

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Call 714-525-6402, or email  
ads@fullertonobserver.com 

or visit us online at  
www.fullertonobserver.com 

________________________________ 
 

SUBMISSIONS: 
 

Submissions on any topic of interest  
are accepted from Fullerton residents. 

We strive to get something about  
everything in but shorter pieces do have 

a better chance of getting in.  
Email: contact@fullertonobserver.com  

________________________________ 
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2020

We didn’t see this coming. A year ago 
at this time, we worried about the elec-
tion (appropriately). We worried about 
the homeless on our streets (again, 
appropriately). And we worried about 
institutional violence against People of 
Color (very appropriately). Then came 
the Ides of March and our world seemed 
to change completely. 

At that time my wife, The Fair 
Helenkela, was returning from Mexico. 
I’d written her that even after the 
absence of only one week, she wouldn’t 
recognize this country. 
We were rapidly going 
into lockdown, saying 
goodbye to friends—we 
thought for only a short 
time and certainly not for 
more than a year. We rap-
idly developed life-sav-
ing OCD hand-washing 
behaviors, bought surgi-
cal masks (Who had 
heard of N95?), and sur-
gical gloves. 

Thinking myself to be 
an early and smart 
adapter, I went out and 
bought storable food in 
case of shortages and 
panic buying. I stocked 
up on calorically dense 
canned foods like chili 
con carne and various 
pasta sauces as well as 
dry pasta. No, I didn’t 
grab all the toilet paper I could carry. I 
was so naïve that I felt happy with a 
two-week supply of food and couldn’t 
imagine the siege that was already 
underway. 

I never imagined that close to a year 
would go by without hugging any of my 
seven grandchildren. I also could not 
imagine the cost to our economy of jobs, 
of livelihoods, but most unimaginable 
was, and is, the loss of life. 

The Spanish Influenza of 1919 killed 
nearly 700,000 Americans. But that was 
a century ago. Surely, I thought, reason-
ably but incorrectly, we would do better. 
Well, we won’t. At over half a million 
now, we will almost certainly exceed the 
Spanish Flu in American deaths. 

We literally cannot absorb this kind of 
loss. As numbers go up, we are all but 
helpless against compassion fatigue. We 
cannot take the loss of a dear one, a 

child, sibling, or parent and multiply the 
pain by hundreds or thousands and cer-
tainly nowhere near millions. If we 
could, we’d go mad. Anne Frank we 
understand. Six million is unfathomable. 

This virus, in America alone, has 
killed more than WWI, WWII, Korea, 
and Vietnam combined. We suffer a 9/11 
every two days. More have died than in 
six times the deaths in Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. 

I know we can’t succeed in being fully 
mindful of this human tragedy, but we 

must try. I believe we 
begin by getting past 
my recitation of num-
bers and tighten our 
focus to individuals, to 
people and families 
and the stories of their 
lives. Numbers are 
impersonal but this 
ongoing tragedy is, and 
must remain, deeply 
personal and human.  

No one forecast the 
scope of our tragedy—
not here, not in 
America. No one could 
have anticipated that 
masks could be politi-
cized and become 
symbols of partisan 
affiliation. No one 
could have guessed 
that for nearly half of 
America, magical 

thinking and denial would vie against 
science, medicine, and hygiene. 

No one could foresee that we’d go 
from lockdown to stay-at-home, to par-
tial opening, to reclosing. No one had a 
plan that called for different curfews (in 
the beginning before it got so much 
worse) that changed from Santa Monica 
to Beverly Hills, to Burbank to 
Pasadena. The incoherence of our 
response from state to state, from county 
to county and city to city was chaos the-
ory put into the Platonic form of ineffi-
ciency. 

No one could have guessed that as 
businesses closed, as the jobless became 
the moneyless, and as homelessness 
expanded, that social distancing require-
ments could close down the feeding of 
the hungry and homeless. 

No one could imagine, short of a 
nuclear war, that this disease would 
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Coping with COVID 

reveal that we couldn’t get or manufac-
ture PPE (Personal protection equip-
ment). Hell, we’d never heard of PPE! 
No one could believe we’d run out of 
ventilators and ICU beds, while burning 
out our nurses and doctors. 

Life is always an incomplete informa-
tion challenge. We just don’t know what 
we don’t know, and so we make terrible 
blunders. Though America leads the 
world in the number of deaths, no nation 
is doing a perfect job. Yes, all over the 
world treatments have gotten better. 
Still, we are all dealing with racial, eth-
nic, and socio-economic inequities in 
treating and vaccinating our people. All 
of our people. 

On the other hand, no one could have 
foreseen, not with the rosiest of glasses, 
that we would develop vaccines that are 
over 90% effective. When an HIV vac-
cine is just starting human trials, when 
the common cold has escaped conquest 
by science, our world now has six, 
seven, eight vaccines that work and 
some of them are on a new and exciting 
platform—the MRNA vaccines. 

So, part of the good news is that much 
of the good news was also both unfore-
seen and unforeseeable. We have the 
vaccines. Wow! We will tweak them to 
handle the variants, as we do with flu 
shots. We have FaceTime and Zoom. 
Try to imagine this in 1919 and being 
stranded alone. Still, we go stir crazy 
and many break the rules of isolation, 
quarantine, and social distancing. Many 
more try, however imperfectly, to be 
life-affirming and act with consideration 
for the larger community. 

The challenges remain great.  Yet the 
future offers hope. Many will wither in 
the chill winds of disease now blasting 
us.  But from this season of pain and fear 
we will emerge with a renewed sense of 
how precious life and love are and be 
newly mindful of the importance of a 
hug.  

  
 

This virus, in  
America alone,  
has killed more  

than WWI, WWII, 
Korea, and  

Vietnam combined.  
We suffer a 9/11  
every two days.  
More have died  
than in six times  

the deaths in 
Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki.

Do you have an idea for a story 
or would like to contribute to the 
Fullerton Observer? We want to 

hear from you. E-mail 
contact@fullertonobserver.com.

I am so grateful you printed Amanda 
Gorman's poem, "The Hill We Climb,” 
in its entirety. 

I cut it out and framed it and will con-
tinue to share it with political friends 
and colleagues.  

I love reading the news about my for-
mer home town through The Observer. 

 
EJ Borah  

Santa Barbara

Re: The Hill We 
Climb

 
 

Would you like to carry 
 the Fullerton Observer 

Newspaper in your place 
 of business? 

 

 Let us know by e-mailing 
 contact@fullertonobserver.com 

 or calling 714-525-6402.
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The Fullerton DMV is far from safe 
for consumers and staff of their facility. 
Upon receipt of renewal paperwork for 
my soon-to-be 87-year-old mom’s 
California ID, the trouble began. How is 
a senior with little computer skills 
expected to navigate this inept system? 
The answer is: it takes a 
village. As her daughter, I 
went through the process 
of registering her online. 
This application was not 
recognized by the DMV 
due to either an error on 
my part or a glitch in the 
system. In either case we 
were told in the paperwork 
mailed that this would 
have to be done in person 
only; the application part 
could be done online. We 
were then directed to make 
an appointment, which was 
done by her grandchild who was not 
able to get a proper category of appoint-
ment online. Instead she was directed to 
call, which again gives no prompts for 
ID renewal. Nevertheless, an appoint-
ment was made for license instead. 
Upon arrival, there is inadequate sig-
nage at the facility directing the crowds 
of people. Eventually with temperatures 
taken, we were sent to an unmanned sta-
tion with 3 tablets in the corner of the 
room to again fill out the same applica-
tion, which had already been done 
online, on a tablet that had not been 
cleaned in any way after previous users. 
Followed by a prompt to another line 
and after being called to that desk we 
were told to go to wait for our number 
on a screen in another equally stifling 

hot corner of the room. After one con-
sumer left his seat a triangle of dripping 
sweat was left on the plastic chair with 
staff wiping it down. It was at this point 
that I went to complain to the manager 
about the unsafe conditions of the facil-
ity. I showed him a picture of the sweat 

on the chair, and the lack of 
sanitary practices, includ-
ing improper ventilation, 
people crowded too close, 
no one to wipe down 
tablets, etc. I threatened 
him that if either of us got 
sick with COVID, I would 
be contacting the news. It 
was only at this time that 
after his speaking with 
another person who was 
likely the real manager, that 
staff came out and started 
wiping down the area 
around me and the A/C 

kicked up its volume. As a citizen living 
in these very precarious  times where 
COVID has reared its ugly and deadly 
head, resulting in multiple surges, I am 
more than willing to practice safe and 
responsible living. But when we are 
forced to comply with the demands of 
the State to go in person for renewal of 
an identification card, we are essentially 
held hostage by the very State begging 
us to comply with safety. How dare they 
put my life and the life of my 86-year-
old mother at risk? How dare they put 
those State employees’ lives at risk? 
Shame on the DMV. 

 
Dawn Hanson 

Fullerton

Unsafe COVID Conditions at Fullerton DMV

Save the Fullerton Loop BMX Bike Jumps

Hello my name is Daniel Lazo and 
I’m a photographer. Through social 
media the word spread that the city of 
Fullerton is planning to 
plow down the BMX 
jumps at Fullerton loop 
mountain bike trail. People 
from all ages decided to 
gather on Saturday 
February 13 and have a 
BMX jam. I decided to 
document through pictures 
that the jam was for free. 
People from all ages 
decided to ride the jumps. 
In my opinion and also the 
opinion of 2000+ people 
who decided to sign a peti-
tion expressing their concern about 
destroying the jumps, this will be a very 
erroneous decision. I want the City 

Council to see these pictures and to not 
touch the jumps because this spot brings 
the community together and kids enjoy 

it as well. Not only is it a 
great zone for happiness but 
it also helps kids and the 
community to stay away 
from all sorts of bad activi-
ties, like drugs and gangs. It 
also helps small businesses 
and big businesses in the 
city of Fullerton because 
people from all around the 
state of California go there 
to ride and afterwards go to 
eat dinner or spend money 
on BMX parts, etc.  

To sign the petition visit 
https://www.change.org/p/the-city-of-
fullerton-don-t-destroy-the-fullerton-
loop-bmx-jumps.

Commonwealth Construction Concerns

Hello, Fullerton Observer! I have 
never written you but I am a long-time 
reader! I'm reaching out with concerns 
about the construction on 
Commonwealth between Malden and 
Raymond. The construction began in 
December and it still continues. I don't 
mind them working on the streets to 
repair the sewage piping (this is what I 
was told they are doing), however, the 
condition in which the street is being left 
once they have completed a section, is a 
disaster. The holes where they cut are 
not filled properly, or evenly. And it 
wouldn't be so bad if it were in a few 
minor places, but the entire right lane  
on Commonwealth is damaged. The 
condition of the street is going to cause 
alignment issues on the cars that drive 
down the street. When it rains, the newly 
filled and paved holes are weakened and 
the potholes created are very large, 

enough to do serious damage to tires and 
rims. Also, the cosmetic features and 
driveability of the street are in question. 
I cannot believe Fullerton would allow 
this kind of destruction to happen to its 
streets. 

I live on Commonwealth by 
Raymond, and I have to drive these 
streets every day. I'm not sure who to 
contact about my complaint, but I 
thought maybe The Observer could 
investigate, even take a drive down the 
street to experience it, and do a story 
about it? I don't know how else to bring 
attention to this issue. I'm worried the 
City Council would not listen to my con-
cerns or even fix the mess that's been 
created. 

I really appreciate you reading this 
and taking the time to listen to me. 

 
A concerned Fullerton resident

Mature Grove of Fullerton  
National Register Trees Disfigured  

Over 100 mature trees have been 
severely cut at the historic, sprawling 
grounds of the Grace Ministries campus 
this February. 60 year old specimens of 
Ginkgo, Jacaranda, Pine, Eucalyptus, 
Crape Myrtle, Flowering Pear, and 
South African Coral trees have been dis-
figured by the unapproved pruning tech-
nique called “topping”. Topping is the 
indiscriminate cutting of tree branches 
to stubs. Once topped, trees can never 
recover their natural form or structural 
strength, weakening future growth and 
increasing risk of falling branches. 

The International Society of 
Arboriculture states, “Topping often 
removes 50-100% of the leaf-bearing 
crown of a tree….A stressed tree is more 
vulnerable to insect and disease infesta-
tions. Large, open pruning wounds 
expose the sapwood and heartwood to 
attacks.” Instead of the appropriate 
pruning that the trees require for their 
health, longevity, and special status, a 
local tree trimming company was 
employed to cut them, despite being the 

beginning of bird nesting season. 
Dozens of birds were observed racing to 
salvage nesting materials. 

Several neighbors expressed dismay 
and concern for the health of the trees 
and nesting birds. 

The trees and landscaping were 
specifically part of the property’s desig-
nation as an historic District on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
The grounds were designed by noted 
landscape architects R. Dudley Trudgett 
and Robert Herrick Carter and provide a 
stunning, but serene, background to the 
historic William Pereira-designed build-
ings, including the City of Fullerton’s 
adjacent Hunt Branch Library. 

To help form a Fullerton tree protec-
tion group to save trees and educate the 
public about safe and effective pruning, 
please call or text Friends for a Livable 
Fullerton (714) 729-3019. 

 
Jensen Hallstrom and Jane Reifer 

Fullerton

  
 

How dare  
they put my  
life and the  
life of my  

86-year-old  
mother at 

 risk?

  
Over 2,000  

people signed  
a petition  

expressing their 
concern about 
destroying the 

jumps.
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Thomas Edwin Sebourn

Thomas “Tommy” Edwin 
Sebourn 83, of Fullerton passed 
away peacefully, January 15, 2021 
with his oldest daughter by his 
side. Born in Winslow, Arkansas 
to Ed and Carrie Sebourn, who 
relocated to California and raised 
their family between Fullerton and 
Brea. Tommy attended Brea ele-
mentary and graduated from Brea 
Olinda High School. He attended 
Fullerton College followed by Cal 
State Long Beach, where he stud-
ied linguistics. He met his beloved 
future bride, Arline R. Sebourn 
(predeceased 2017) while they 
were both working at the iconic 
Hillside Drive-In, Fullerton. They 
were married in 1958. He was a 
very active member at St. Mary’s 
and St. Juliana’s Catholic 
Churches, teaching religious edu-
cation and supporting the schools. 

Tom was a legend in the restau-
rant industry for 45 years. He was 
best known for his strong work 
ethic, signature recipes and love of 
people. His long career included 
the original Carl Karcher restau-
rant, Far West Services, W.R. 
Grace, Knott’s Berry Farm, and 
owner of Peasant Fare and Izzy’s 
Café. He was a lifetime Honorary 
Member of Sunrise Rotary Club. 

He will be remembered by his 
children, Lisa Boyajian (Stephen 
predeceased), Thomas Sebourn, 
Laura Terpening (Mark), Angela 

Gambino (Peter), Former Mayor 
of Fullerton Gregory Sebourn 
(Stacey). Grandchildren: Michael 
(Lisa), Dominick, Wyatt, Rachel, 
Jacob, Isabelle, Amelia and great 
granddaughters Madison and 
Harper. In addition, he is survived 
by his sister, Doris Simmons, 
brother, Marvin. Godson, Alex 
Castellanos and many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceeded in 
death by brothers Donald and 
Ronald. 

FRANCIS FAYE ULLOM

Francis Faye Ullom passed away on 
January 20, 2021 at the age of 86. She 
was born in Bayard, Nebraska on 
February 17, 1934 but grew up in 
Casper, Wyoming. George and Francis 
were married on March 18, 1956. 
George got a job at Hughes Aircraft, 
which moved them to Fullerton, 
California in 1960 to start a family. 
Sandy, Tim, and Debbie were born and 
raised in Fullerton. Francis was a true 
"Kool-Aid" mom. She kept her home 
full of snacks, friends, and laughter. 
Everyone who knew "Mrs. Ullom" 
adored her. She was a soccer-mom, 
baseball-mom, dance-mom, and just a 
great mom. She also loved cheering for 
George when he played on his senior 
softball team. She had the pleasure of 
being a grandma to her six grandchil-
dren: Jimmy, Collin, Sean, Grace, 
Olivia, and Joseph. Mom stayed young 
at heart by indulging in her love of 
Elvis, old musicals, coloring, croquet-
ing, and jacks. Francis passed away 
from complications from an infection, 
just shy of her 87th birthday and their 

Those who Died without a Fixed Abode  
(homeless) in January 2021 in OC

Source: OC Coroner’s Office 
 

Dong YI died January 2 in Westminster 
Miguel LOPEZ died January 4 in Fullerton 

Samantha HERZIK died January 5 in Westminster 
Michael LLAMAS died January 5 in Santa Ana 
Dionte VALDEZ died January 5 in Santa Ana 
Leuren LOSITO died January 6 in Anaheim 

Salvador AVILABRAVO died January 8 in Santa Ana 
Jose PANO MEDINA died January 12 in Anaheim 

Albert ARCHIBEQUE JR died January 12 in Westminster 
Edith GUZMAN died January 14 in Westminster 

Dean TELASKY died January 14 in Garden Grove 
Leon WILLIAMS died January 15 in Santa Ana 

Kathleen HURLEY died January 15 in Santa Ana 
Hermenegildo ORTEGA died January 16 in Mission Viejo 
Jeffrey JENKINS-SMITH died January 16 in Buena Park 

Algerine CLARK died January 16 in Orange 
Rick GARCIA  died January 16 in Orange 

Max GAMBOA  died January 16 in Anaheim 
David BANKS died January 17 in Huntington Beach 

Hector AGUIRRE died January 18 in Brea 
Patrick MCKENNA died January 19 in Huntington Beach 

Eva AMEZCUA died January 20 in Anaheim 
Martin ZAPATALARA died January 20 in Fullerton 
Donald PIERCE died January 20 in Laguna Beach 

Nicholas JARVIS died January 21 in Anaheim 
Daniel HUDSON died January 23 in Garden Grove 
Antonio RODRIGUEZ died January 24 in Orange 

Harold ROSE died January 23 in Anaheim 
James SALISBURY died January 24 in Garden Grove 

Lonnie MORGAN died January 24 in Anaheim 
Jacob CONROY died January 24 in Huntington Beach 

Juan TORRESCHAVEZ died January 25 in Orange 
Andy TRAN died January 26 in Santa Ana 

Carlos CORTES died January 27 in Santa Ana 
Steven RILEY died January 28 in San Clemente 

Dylan NOEL died January 28 in Santa Ana 
Mario ALFARO VASQUEZ died January 28 in Westminster 

Steven SMITH died January 29 in Orange 
Luis POLANCOARGUETA died January 30 in Newport Beach 

Neva SELLEY died January 30 in Fountain Valley

65th wedding anniversary. She will be 
greatly missed, as much as she was 
greatly loved.

 

COVID-19 Deaths as of March 1 
 

Global: 2,538,333 
United States: 524,669 

California: 51,979 
Orange County: 3,904 

Fullerton: 242
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ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“TIME MARCHES 

ON”  
on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020 

PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise  
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

Eligible small businesses and non-
profits impacted by COVID-19 may 
apply for the Fourth District Small 
Business Grant Relief Program at 
www.charitableventuresoc.org/reliefd4.  

The Small Business Grant Relief 
Program will support small businesses 
within the 4th Supervisorial District by 
providing $5,000 (flat rate, single pay-
ment) awards to qualifying applicants. 
Awards will be made on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

Small Business  
COVID-19 Relief  

Program

Elected Officials Host Virtual Town Halls to 
Urge Vaccinations

UCI’s Dr. Noymer said that the 
tremendous decline in severe cases and 
transmissions suggests that we aren’t  in 
for another serious wave of cases. He 
wants to see every teacher in the State 
offered a vaccination before schools are 
reopened. He supports the large vaccine 
sites but thinks “normal channels” 
should be opened up 
for vaccine distribution 
to “put people in their 
comfort zones to get a 
shot.” HMOs can reach 
out to much of the  pop-
ulation, while commer-
cial pharmacies will 
work for those who 
don’t have HMOs. 
Newman said that the 
State is already work-
ing to offer vaccines to 
HMOs and community 
clinics in order to reach 
even more of the popu-
lation. The OC Health 
Care Agency  has 
already identified com-
munity clinics as trust-
ed places for adminis-
tering vaccines to indi-
viduals who are not likely to visit a 
SuperPOD site, like Disneyland or 
SOKA University, and is operating one-
day sites at schools and other locations 
by contacting hard-to-reach individuals 
through neighborhood organizations 
and non-profits. 

Asked whether or not people who 
have already had COVID-19 should get 
vaccinated, Dr. Noymer said that the 
evidence seems to show that having the 
infection acts like the first dose of a two-
dose regimen, but survivors of the dis-
ease could still get both doses. 

Jena Jensen of CHOC said that chil-
dren account for 12% of the COVID-19 
cases nationally, and that the hospital 
had treated more than 4,000 cases, with 
412 hospitalized children, 83 of them in 
ICU beds. Most worrisome were 63 
Multi System Inflammatory 
(Kawasaki’s disease-like Syndrome) 
cases.  

She stated that the mental health 
impacts on children would far outlast 
the pandemic itself, saying that the in-
patient clinic at CHOC is full, and 
hadn’t experienced the normal lighten-
ing up of cases during the summer. 

Sen. Min called misinformation the 
biggest challenge to ending the pandem-
ic through vaccinations. Newman simi-

larly urged people not 
to fall for misinforma-
tion or abet its spread 
to others. “Vaccines 
have done more to 
improve the human 
condition, to increase 
lifespan and quality of 
life than anything man 
has ever invented,” he 
said. “California could 
be rebuilt better so we 
never have to go 
through an experience 
like this pandemic 
again.” 

On Feb. 24 the coun-
ty of Orange 
announced that outdoor 
sports, including “foot-
ball, soccer, baseball, 
cheerleading, and other 
outdoor sport competi-

tions” could again be practiced “with 
modifications” in schools beginning 
March 3. The drop in OC’s COVID-19 
case rates is credited with allowing the 
resumption of sports.  According to a 
County press release, “Youth and adult 
sports include varied activities that have 
different levels of risk for transmission 
of COVID-19 depending on the physi-
cal contact between players. Outdoor 
activities that allow for consistent wear-
ing of face coverings and physical dis-
tancing are lower risk than indoor activ-
ities that involve close contact between 
participants and high exertion that 
increases the spread of exhaled parti-
cles.” 

The County Healthcare Agency urges 
residents to visit covidvaccinefacts.com 
for more information or call the 
COVID-19 Hotline (714) 834-2000. 

 

Free COVID-19 Testing Available

The City of Fullerton has partnered with 360 Clinic to provide Free COVID-19 
Testing at Lemon and Independence Parks. If you need a test, book your appoint-
ment today at 360clinic.md.  

Testing at Independence Park (801 W Valencia Dr.) will be every Sunday and 
Monday from 9am to 3pm.  

Testing at Lemon Park (701 S Lemon St.) will be Friday and Saturday from 9am 
to 3pm. 

Every other Friday free testing will be offered in the front parking lot of the 
Fullerton Community Center (340 W Commonwealth Ave.)

  
 

The county of  
Orange announced  
that outdoor sports, 
including “football,  

soccer, baseball,  
cheerleading, and  

other outdoor sport  
competitions” could 
again be practiced  

“with modifications”  
in schools beginning 

March 3.

Historic Small 
Restaurants Grant 

Program

Backing Historic Small Restaurants is 
a grant program sponsored by American 
Express in partnership with the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation.Grants of 
$40,000 each will be awarded to 25 
small, local restaurants, located in his-
toric buildings or historic neighbor-
hoods, that have long been anchors in 
the life of their communities. 
Submission deadline: March 9, 2021. 
Visit savingplaces.org/historicrestau-
rants.

Vaccinations being administered at the Anaheim  
Convention Center SuperPod site.

continued from page 10

Participate in the Fullerton  
Housing Game Plan Survey

The Housing Game Plan is a comprehensive multi-faceted plan to address 
Fullerton's housing needs. Get involved by sharing your housing priorities, take the 
survey today (English/Spanish). To learn more, visit cityoffullerton.com/hous-
inggameplan. 

You can also continue to stay in touch with all of the City’s development initia-
tives by visiting the Fullerton Town Square, the intersection of people and place, at 
cityoffullerton.com/fullertontownsquare.
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Fifty Loaves of Bread A Day
story and photos by Jere Greene 

 
The Assistance League of Fullerton 

philanthropy, Operation New Start 
(ONS), traditionally provides clothing 
and domestic items to adults and 
dependent children referred by the 
Women's Transitional Living Center and 
Pathways of Hope. Since the pandemic, 
food insecurity has been an escalating 
problem for many in Fullerton and sur-
rounding cities. The ONS committee 
recognized this need and decided to act. 

Members of ONS are donating food 
items to Pathways of Hope. Each month 
members bring food items to their 
Chapter Meeting. Pathways of Hope's 
Hub of Hope distribution center has 
requested food and household staples 
such as peanut butter, jelly, pasta, 
canned meat, and detergent. Since bread 

and tortillas are perishable, the 
Assistance League of Fullerton's ONS 
committee celebrated their ACTION 
WEEK by purchasing and delivering 
fresh bread (50 loaves per day the week 
of February 22, or 250 loaves). They 
plan similar action with Tortillas in 
March. 

ACTION WEEK (February 22-26) is 
celebrated annually by all Assistance 
Leagues in the United States in honor of 
the birthday of Ada Edwards Laughlin, 
one of the founding members of the 
National Assistance League. 

The Pathways of Hope HUB 
Distribution Center is located at 611 S 
Ford, near Highland and Valencia. Visit 
www.pohoc.org to learn more. 

To learn about the Assistance League 
visit www.assistanceleague.org/fuller-
ton.

Elks Lodge Food Drive

Fullerton Elks Lodge conducted a food collection drive on February 5.  Members 
brought cans, jars, packages, bags, and boxes of food to the Lodge to assist families 
and individuals in our community suffering from food and financial insecurity due 
to COVID-19’s impact and other factors.  The food items, totaling approximately 
500 pounds, were picked up by Pathways of Hope, located in Fullerton, which 
serves as a direct food distribution point for Orange County’s Food Band (Second 
Harvest).  Additionally, the Lodge obtained a $2,000 Spotlight Grant from the Elks 
National Foundation, which was also presented to Pathways of Hope for additional 
food purchase and distribution.  Receiving the monetary donation was David 
Gillanders, Executive Director, Pathways of Hope.  Food drive volunteers included 
Pete Murrieta (ER), Marie Nunez (Loyal Knight), Trudy Nuzum, Judy Givens, Tina 
Gomez, and Tee Jaramillo.       

Scout Troop 97 Breakfast Burrito Drive-Thru

Troop 97 will be cooking and serving 
fresh breakfast burritos on Saturday, 
March 13 from 8am to 11am. They will  
be at the  Morningside Presbyterian 
Church at 1201 Dorothy Lane in 
Fullerton, located at the corner of 
Raymond and Dorothy. Get your egg 
and sausage burrito and a beverage for 
$8. 

All proceeds support Scout Troop 97’s 
2021 adventures, and donations are 
always welcome. Their Scouting pro-
gram is built around outdoor activities 
including camping, hiking and back-
packing and associated skills, as well as 
leadership activities and service to the 
community. Please come with every-
one’s safety in mind.

Fullerton College Nurse Volunteered for 
COVID-19 Vaccine Trial

From Fullerton College 
 News Center 

 
This past fall, Fullerton College Nurse 

Practitioner Theresa Ullrich picked up 
her 85-year-old father-in-law from his 
assisted living care facility to transport 
him to a COVID-19 testing appoint-
ment. She wore her N95 mask, an extra 
surgical mask, and took the precautions 
recommended by the CDC to help fight 
the spread of COVID-19 even though 
she had a pretty good reason to believe 
she was not a carrier and had protection 
from the coronavirus. 

In late August, Ullrich was one of 
40,000 individuals to participate in 
Pfizer-BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine 
trial. As in any blind clinical trial, she 
did not know if she received a placebo 
or the vaccine. She learned on Dec. 15 
that she was in fact in the group who 
received the vaccine and is now sharing 
her experience in hopes it will help oth-
ers feel confident about receiving the 
vaccine. 

Ullrich volunteered for the clinical 
trial believing that a successful vaccine 
“is the only way to move forward.” 
Ullrich, who has been a healthcare pro-
fessional for more than 35 years and a 
nurse practitioner at Fullerton College 
since 2005, said she didn’t have any 
reservations about joining the study, and 
has a sense of peace knowing she made 
the right decision. 

“I knew there was a 50/50 chance I 
wouldn’t get the vaccine, but I wanted 
to try anyway,” she said. Despite not 
knowing if she received a placebo or the 
actual vaccine until Dec. 15, she felt 
confident she’d received the actual vac-

cine after the first dose was administered 
in August. 

Participants of the trial who received 
the placebo were being offered the actu-
al vaccine in this first round of vaccina-
tions. Ullrich’s brother-in-law, who is a 
physician, was one of them. “He was a 
little bummed out that he didn’t get the 
actual vaccine, but now he’s able to get 
it early, as well.” 

As for Ullrich’s father-in-law, he did 
test positive for COVID-19 and had to 
be hospitalized for a few days before 
returning to his care facility shortly 
thereafter. She had peace of mind trans-
porting him to and from the hospital 
knowing she was likely safe from the 
virus. Ullrich will continue to be moni-
tored in the vaccine trial for 24 months 
“I’m glad to have been a part of some-
thing so monumental,” she said. 

Learn more about COVID-19 vac-
cines by visiting COVID19.ca.gov/vac-
cines/.

Assistance League members donate food at Pathways of Hope HUB.

Elks members donate food. Photo by Tina Nelson

Jan 2020: Troop 97 at Mt. Baldy Summit.

Theresa Ullrich


