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Since the beginning of the pandemic,
hate
incidents
targeting Asian
Americans have surged as a result of the
negative stigma linking the coronavirus
with China. Over 600,000 Asian
Americans make up the residents of
Orange County and the community has
struggled to grapple with the fear that
has risen alongside the Anti-Asian sentiment.
“What’s happening now is not new,”
Priscilla Huang, co-founder of Asian
Americans in Action, said. “For people
who understand or have an understanding of Asian American history, this is
not new. This is not surprising.”
Orange County has seen this prevalence of xenophobia dating back to as
early as the 1880s when a federal law
known as the Chinese Exclusion Act of
1882 forbade China’s immigrants from
legally entering the United States or
ever becoming citizens.
See Hate Incidents, Page 3

Attendees at a March 13 Rally for Unity at Irvine City Hall brought signs to show solidarity. PHOTO BY GRACE WIDYATMADJA.

ORANGE COUNTY MOVES TO LESS
RESTRICTIVE RED TIER
by Matthew Leslie
The county of Orange announced on
Friday, March 12 that effective March
14 OC would move into the Red or
“Substantial” Tier of California’s
Blueprint for a Safer Economy
(covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy). The
four-tiered Blueprint was adopted last
year to determine how much of their
respective economies and public activities individual counties could open,
based on several health metrics. Just
weeks ago, nearly all of the State’s
counties were mired deep in the Purple
or “Widespread” Tier, the most restric-

tive, limiting gatherings to outdoors
only, and only small ones at that, and
forbidding movie theaters, museums,
zoos, aquariums, and gyms from opening indoors at all. Moving to the Red
Tier allows those entities to open
indoors, with modifications of a maximum of 25% capacity. Retail businesses
may expand capacity to 50%.
Private indoor gatherings are still
strongly discouraged but allowed with
modifications and a maximum of 3
households at one time. Indoor gatherings are a major source of coronavirus
transmission.
See COVID-19, Page 2

New Model for Sustainable
Energy Moves Forward
Understanding the Orange County Power Authority
by Jesse La Tour
A new electric power utility entity, the
Orange County Power Authority
(OCPA), was formed in December
2020. Irvine is footing the bill for startup costs and Fullerton joined as a founding member. The cities of Huntington
Beach and Buena Park have also joined.
Lake Forest originally joined, but
recently withdrew as their city council
continues to weigh the merits of changing to this new power structure.
Fullerton City Councilmember Fred
Jung is currently the Vice Chair of the
Board of Directors of OCPA. The newly
formed organization is attempting to get

more cities to join and is working to
establish itself fully by next year under a
model called community choice energy/aggregation (CCE or CCA). Under
this model, power will be purchased
from a variety of sources with the goal
of increased renewable energy, competitive rates, and local programs to
address communities’ diverse energy
needs.
Southern California Edison (SCE)
will continue to distribute the power
through existing poles and wires.
However, the sources of power generation will be managed by OCPA.
See OCPA, Page 10

Sign up for Your
Vaccine
All vaccination sites require an
appointment to enter. No walk-ins
are permitted. Everyone is encouraged to register and inquire through
all available resources. Contact your
primary care or go to the California
Vaccine scheduling site at:
myturn.ca.gov.
Or, for Othena, go to these sites:
• English
othena.com
• Español - Spanish
othena.com/?lang=es
• Tiếng Việt - Vietnamese
othena.com/?lang=vi
• 한국어 - Korean
othena.com/?lang=ko
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Rancho La Paz
Seniors Still
Facing Rent Increases
by Observer Staff
Kathleen Fabry, a local actor who
lived at Rancho La Paz Mobile home
park in Fullerton, was found dead in her
home by her neighbors on February 22.
According to Lupe Ramirez, president
of the Rancho La Paz Homeowners
Association, she had been deeply affected by the financial stress of ultimately
losing not one, but two homes to mobile
home park investor John Saunders.
After retiring from the Gas Company,
Fabry bought a mobile home in
Huntington Beach. This park was then
bought by Saunders, who raised the
rents to roughly double what they had
been. Fabry fell behind in her payments
and had to sell her mobile home to
Saunders for a fraction of what it was
worth prior to his takeover of the park.
Following this, she purchased a less

Kathleen Fabry
expensive home at Rancho La Paz
mobile home park, which spans
Fullerton and Anaheim. Unfortunately
for Fabry, Saunders then bought this
park as well, and did essentially the
same thing he had done in Huntington
Beach.
“I met and became friends with
Kathleen when I moved 4 doors down
from her,” Ramirez said. “When
Saunders bought Rancho La Paz,
Kathleen told me her experience with
the Huntington Beach park. She con-
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fronted him at a Rancho La Paz meeting
because he was telling all of us that he
was not trying to get rid of the seniors in
Rancho La Paz. Fabry called him a liar
and told him he had already gotten her
first home.” Saunders' response was "we
bought a lot of mobile homes in
Huntington Beach."
Like Huntington Beach, Fullerton and
Anaheim did not pass rent stabilization
for mobile home parks. Fullerton did put
in place a rental assistance program, but
it did little to help, according to
Ramirez.
“Now here we are at Rancho La Paz
with our rents increasing over $300 in
two years. Out of 387 mobile homeowners over 52 people have left, selling their
homes for what they can get and some
falling behind in their payments,”
Ramirez said. Two people just abandoned their homes, unable to cope with
the price increase.
“Kathleen sold her home at a very low
price because she was afraid of Saunders
getting her mobile home here, as well.
She sold on a Wednesday and died that
same week. She had been so stressed
and not the same neighbor we knew,”

Ramirez said.
In the 2020 election, Saunders made
financial contributions to now mayor
Bruce Whitaker ($2,000) and now
Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap ($4,660).
"We said goodbye to Kathleen in
February. She was a theater actor for
many years after her retirement. She
starred in plays at The Long Beach
Playhouse, Stages Theater in Fullerton,
The Maverick Theater in Fullerton, and
other community theaters," Ramirez
said.
The people still living in their own
homes at Rancho La Paz are facing
another rent hike. California Assembly
member, Sharon Quirk-Silva, has proposed a bill* to give some protections
against rent hikes.
"We just can't afford any more rent
hikes. We barely make enough on Social
Security as it is," Ramirez said.
*AB 978, Mobile Home Rent
Stabilization bill that would prohibit
management of a mobile home park
from increasing the rental rate for a tenancy more than 5% plus CPI or 10%,
whichever is lower.

COVID-19: COUNTY MOVES TO
LESS RESTRICTIVE TIER
Find out what businesses may open at
covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy
Continued from front page

Free COVID-19 tests were given at St. Philip Benizi Church on March 11.

Free COVID-19 Testing Offered
by Jere Greene
Free outreach testing was provided on
Thursday, March 11 in the parking lot at
St. Benizi church.
Additionally, the city of Fullerton has
partnered with the organization 360
Clinic to provide free COVID-19 testing
at Lemon and Independence Parks. If
you need a test, book your appointment
today at 360clinic.md.

Testing at Independence Park (801 W
Valencia Dr.) will be every Sunday and
Monday from 9am to 3pm.
Testing at Lemon Park (701 S Lemon
St.) will be Friday and Saturday from
9am to 3pm.
Every other Friday, free testing will be
offered in the front parking lot of the
Fullerton Community Center (340 W
Commonwealth Ave.)

Ill-advised gatherings during the holiday season last year helped to cause
COVID-19 cases and deaths to skyrocket for weeks, resulting in a statewide
stay-at-home order that was lifted only
in late January. California’s mask-wearing mandate is still in effect, unchanged
by counties ascending from tier to tier in
the framework.
The adoption of a state bill authored
and championed by Assembly member
Sharon Quirk-Silva will allow amusement parks to open in the Red Tier
instead of waiting until counties move
up into the Orange, or “Moderate Tier,”
but not until April 1. Amusement parks
may operate at a maximum of 15%
capacity for groups of 10 people or less
or no more than 3 household groups. No
indoor dining will be allowed at the
parks. Tickets must be purchased online
and only in-state visitors may enter the
parks. Workers must be tested each
week. Disneyland, located in QuirkSilva’s Assembly district, has already
begun calling back furloughed workers,
although no reopening date has yet been
announced."
Additionally, breweries, wineries, and
distilleries that do not serve meals will
be allowed to open with modifications,
including requiring patrons to have
reservations and stay no longer than 90
minutes. All service must end by 8pm.
Breweries, wineries, and distilleries that
do serve meals would continue to operate according to restaurant rules, in this
case indoors with modifications, at 25%
capacity or 100 people or less. Bars that
don’t serve meals must remain closed.
To find out what sectors of the economy may operate, readers may visit:
covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy. Enter
the name of the county and choose an
activity from the menu.
Orange County had already reached
Red Tier levels in some metrics, including numbers of new cases and test positivity rates, but, like many other counties
across the state, lagged in the health

equity metric. The latter measurement
was added to the Blueprint for a Safer
Economy to ensure that the most vulnerable populations, who are generally
lower-income people of color living in
denser households, were being tested,
treated, and now vaccinated at the same
rate as residents in more affluent communities, more of whom can work from
home. The State eventually adopted a
mandate that no fewer than 40% of all
vaccines be given to residents in the
hardest hit communities. In Orange
County those communities include two
Anaheim ZIP codes just south of
Fullerton and a densely populated area
of Santa Ana.
The California Department of Public
Health’s March 12 announcement that 2
million doses of vaccines had been
administered to date in these vulnerable
communities allowed the move by many
counties across the State into the less
restrictive Red Tier. Orange County
health officials have been attempting to
address inequities in the numbers of vaccines given to populations across the
socio-economic spectrum in OC by
operating small one-day clinics in the
hardest hit ZIP codes where residents
might not be aware of the so-called
SuperPOD sites or lack the transportation to get to the larger sites. Opening
temporary vaccine sites at Santa Ana
College and in high school parking lots,
as well as partnering with non-profits to
identify and contact hard-to-reach residents, seems to have paid off for the
County by bringing its health equity
metric in line with that required to move
into the Red Tier.
As we approach the one year anniversary of California’s first statewide stayat-home order (March 19) to combat the
spread of COVID-19, Fullerton has lost
266 of our 143,134 residents. Overall,
the city of Fullerton has recorded a
cumulative total of 11,112 cases, 453 of
them in Skilled Nursing Facilities, since
the pandemic spread to the United States
a year ago.
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Congresswoman Katie Porter and California State Senator Dave Min spoke at a
Rally for Unity on March 13. PHOTO BY GRACE WIDYATMADJA.

Rise in Hate Incidents Against Asian
Americans Sparks Calls for Solidarity
Continued from front page
This Anti-Asian sentiment was carried
into 1906 when a Santa Ana resident
named Wong Wah Yeh was diagnosed
with leprosy and was forced to quarantine in the city’s Chinatown. Using his
disease to justify their actions, the citizens of Santa Ana left Yeh to die as they
burned Chinatown to ash.
February 19 marked the anniversary
of Executive Order 9066 passed by
President Franklin D. Roosevelt after
the bombing of Pearl Harbor, which
authorized the removal of residents
deemed a threat to national security.
Over 100,000 American residents of
Japanese ancestry were moved into
detention centers. This is considered one
of the most vicious violations of
American civil rights in history.
Anti-Asian discrimination still occurs
in 2021. On Jan. 28, security footage
surfaced online of 84-year-old Vicha
Ratanapakdee being shoved to the
ground while taking a walk through his
neighborhood in San Francisco. The
attack resulted in life-threatening
injuries and his death two days later.
Another video shows a 91-year-old man
being pushed down into the cement sidewalk of Oakland’s Chinatown. In Ladera
Ranch, the Si family has been the victim
of harassment from neighborhood
teenagers who yell and pound at their
door nightly.
According to an analysis of official
preliminary police data gathered by the
Center for the Study of Hate &
Extremism
at
California
State
University, San Bernardino, Anti-Asian
hate crimes increased 149% during 2020
in 16 of America’s largest cities. The

take in. The city of Fullerton has not
first spike occurred in March 2020 when addressed these hate incidents but Jung
the United States began to see a rise in plans to use his position as an Asian
American City Councilmember to bring
coronavirus cases.
The Orange County Human Relations awareness to these issues and advocate
Council has been serving Orange for justice.
“Nothing has been done short of me
County since 1991 by collaborating with
and implementing programs into the speaking about it. They didn’t put forth
community that work to eliminate intol- a resolution of any kind; nothing’s been
erance and discrimination. Resources on done. Nobody even comments on it,”
how to prevent and report hate crimes Jung said. “Asian American attacks are
can be found at www.ochumanrela- happening and no one talks about it. I
expect better.”
tions.org.
Tammy
Kim
and
“In 2020, the Orange
Priscilla Huang are the
County Human Relations
co-founders of Asian
Council received about
Americans in Action
40 reports that targeted
Anti-Asian
(AAIA), an advocacy
Asian Americans,” Alison
hate crimes
organization based in
Edwards, CEO of OC
Orange County. They are
Human Relations, said.
increased 149%
two leaders who have
“Historically, hate inciduring 2020
been fore-fronting the
dents and crimes are
in 16 of
calls for justice within the
underreported and while
America’s
Asian American Pacific
the 2020 figures are in the
Islander
community.
process of being collected
largest cities.
Their work focuses on
from partners across the
advocacy, political educaCounty, it shows a 10tion, and civic engagefold increase in hate inciment.
dents from the last pubLast April, AAIA submitted a letter to
lished report from 2019.”
“Very early on when the pandemic the Orange County Board of
became the focal point of the news, the Supervisors requesting a resolution
Administration in Washington and the specifically condemning xenophobia
head of it, really believed in racial and Anti-Asian discrimination to be
dogma,” Fullerton City Councilmember passed, but a declaration celebrating
Fred Jung said. “At every opportunity he diversity was issued instead.
Kim is also the Vice Mayor of Irvine
was calling it the ‘Chinese virus’ and
and she has implemented a system for
‘kung flu.’”
Jung was elected last November to the Irvine to track and report the City’s hate
Fullerton City Council representing incidents.
“What I’m hoping is that the City
District 1. He said that the former president’s use of harmful Anti-Asian rheto- itself recognizes that [by] collecting
ric legitimized the negative sentiments their own data, the City can be knowlas an acceptable action for others to par- edgeable and we can act,” Kim said.

Officers Fired Over Kelly Thomas Death
Abandon Appeals to Get Jobs Back
Former Fullerton Police officers Jay
Cicinelli and Joseph Wolfe, who were
fired over their involvement in the beating death of Kelly Thomas in 2011, have
abandoned their appeals to get their jobs
back.
On March 8, Wolfe filed with the
Orange County Superior Court to abandon his appeal. On March 5, Cicinelli
also abandoned his appeal.
Wolfe and Cicinelli were both terminated in 2012 for their roles in the beating death. Both officers, following an
administrative review process, appealed
their terminations to the City Council
and in 2017, Council upheld both terminations.
Following this, both former officers
sued the City to overturn their firings

Attendees at the Rally for Unity on March 13 at Irvine City Hall.
PHOTO BY GRACE WIDYATMADJA.

leading to trials on September 8 and
October 16, 2020.
On November 10, 2020, Judge David
A. Hoffer ruled against the officers,
upholding the City’s decision to fire
them.
Both former officers filed appeals,
which have now been abandoned. This
action ceases all pending legal proceedings on this issue.
“I am pleased that this ugly chapter in
our history is finally behind the City and
our residents,” Mayor Bruce Whitaker
said. “The beating death of Kelly
Thomas was tragic on its own with lasting and continued damage, but the costly and lengthy process to uphold the
City’s termination of the involved officers took almost 9 years to resolve.”

“Right now, if you don’t have data, you
know nothing. We have to have a culture
within the City that is accountable to all
of our residents. Issuing resolutions
right now is not enough.”
Huang said that it’s important to enact
a coordinated community response that
begins with educating people to understand what constitutes a hate crime and
how they can help when they see one.
“I think one of the things that I’ve
been struck by reading all of the different stories that have come out about
Asians being attacked in public is that
nobody helps them. They ask for help
and that just breaks my heart every
time,” Huang said. “We need to create a
culture that really promotes inclusivity
and really also promotes and fosters
active intervention by other people.”
On March 13, a Rally for Unity hosted
by a group called Stand for Asians
Solidarity was held at Irvine City Hall
with guests like State Assemblyman
Steven Choi, State Senator Dave Min,
and Congresswoman Katie Porter
scheduled to speak. The inclusive event
was open to all with the hopes of elevating awareness of Anti-Asian hate and
shedding light on struggles experienced
within the community.
“We need to step up and fulfill the
American promise of freedom and
equality for the Asian American community,” Congresswoman Porter said.
“We are here today to celebrate our
vibrant community, not only for Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders, but for
every single Orange County family. In
solidarity, we will defeat hate.”
To report hate crimes or incidents in
OC visit www.ochumanrelations.org or
call (714) 480-6570.

CSUF OFF-CAMPUS PARTY CULTURE
IMPACTS NEIGHBORHOOD
In recent months, the neighborhood south of Cal State Fullerton has
been designated as an informal party
zone by students, and the constant
disruptions and disturbing the peace
is wearing on the residents.
Since the beginning of the year,
residents have called the police on
average every other weekend to
report large parties filled with
unmasked college students.
“Three weeks in a row, we had
very disruptive parties throughout
the neighborhood at different houses
with as many as 75-100 unmasked
kids wandering our neighborhood,”
residents Rachel and Alex Lukoff
said. Rachel described Super Bowl
weekend “like it was downtown

New Orleans. Kids carrying bottles,
going to multiple houses, and even
peeing in our front yard with no
apology when confronted.”
During each incident, the Lukoffs
called the police to file noise complaints, trespassing, report people
who were drunk in public and carrying open containers. They also
reported unsafe driving, having
observed as many as 8 drunk students arriving in a sedan, including
some riding in the trunk. However,
due to COVID-19, police officers
take more of an “education”
approach, rather than issuing citations or making arrests.
Continued on page 11
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of council
meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at 714-738-6311
or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

FEBRUARY 16 MEETING
Closed Session
Before every public City Council meeting there is a “closed session” in which
Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public.
During this closed session, Council met with legal counsel to discuss the following
cases: Wagner, et al. v. City of Fullerton, et al., and Kelly McIlravy v. City of
Fullerton. The City Attorney announced that Council voted unanimously to settle
the Wagner case for $1.5 million.

Public Comments
Hillcrest Park Duck Pond and
Fountain: Curt Johnston asked when
the Hillcrest Park Duck Pond will be
completed, and why the fountain has
been turned off during the day. City
Manager Ken Domer said the Duck
Pond is open, and that the fountain had
been temporarily turned off because it
was vandalized with soap bubbles,
which damages the motor.
Cannabis Ordinance: Some residents thanked Council for voting to
repeal the cannabis ordinance, and asked

that the City take stronger steps to shut
down illegal cannabis dispensaries. City
Manager Domer said that under the
now-repealed ordinance, the City would
have had access to funding from the
State for that purpose.
Unpermitted Bike Trails and
Jumps: Jensen Hallstrom expressed
concern over unpermitted biking trails
that are being dug out with shovels and
other tools along the Fullerton Loop,
which has disrupted local plants and
wildlife.

City Seeks Proposal for Fire Service
Council voted 3-2 (Whitaker and
Dunlap “no”) to seek a Fire Services
Proposal from the Orange County Fire
Authority (OCFA) to provide fire services to the City. According to a staff
report, “The proposal will serve as a
means for City Council to compare the
costs of providing full emergency services but not bind City Council as to
future provision of fire and emergency
medical services.” The proposal will
cost the City $68,000.
The study is expected to take up to 9
months to conclude, at which time it will
be presented to the City Council. The
City’s agreement with the Fullerton
Firefighters’ Association (FFA) terminates on June 30, 2021. Because the
study will take up to 9 months, the FFA
has agreed to extend the termination of
their current agreement to December 31,
2021 with no other changes to the agreement.

Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap called
the proposal a “hardball tactic” being
used against the City by the Fullerton
Firefighters Association. He said that if
the City truly wanted to consider other
options for fire services they would also
seek proposals from the LA County Fire
Department (that serves La Habra), or
the Placentia Fire Department.
Councilmember Fred Jung supported
the proposal. “This is to make sure that
we have the data points necessary as a
Council to make the best decisions possible for our city and the residents within
it. If you knew what the cost of public
safety is, you’d recognize why this is
important.”
Mayor Whitaker, who also voted
against the proposal, said, “I do believe
in getting the best information to make
the right choices, but this is being driven
by the firefighter union.” He suggested
the City utilize volunteers to obtain cost
information.

Vehicle Replacements

Orangethorpe Ave.
Street Improvements

Council voted 4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to
authorize the purchase of eight police
patrol vehicles, two dump trucks for
Public Works Street and Water
Operation Divisions, twelve miscellaneous vehicles, and a new fire ladder
truck.

Council voted unanimously to award a
$605,236 construction contract to All
American Asphalt for Orangethorpe
Avenue Street Improvements from
Woods Avenue to Highland Avenue.

Daniel and Jennifer Monson with Supervisor Doug Chaffee.

Fourth District Kindness Award
Fourth District Orange County Supervisor Doug Chaffee presented a Kindness
award to Fullerton residents Daniel and Jennifer Monson. Their daughter Katie
Monson, who passed away from cancer while she was a college student, created
the KM Foundation, whose motto is Kindness Matters, whose mission was to support student leadership and brain cancer research and awareness. Since the
Foundation began a little over 3 years ago, it has donated about $80,000 to student
leadership in Fullerton, and around $50,000 to brain cancer organizations in the
United States. Learn more at kmlegacyfdn.org.

Council Approves Energy Efficiency Audit
Council voted 3-2 (Whitaker and
Dunlap “no”) to approve a contract with
the company Noresco to perform an
Investment Grade Audit (IGA) of city
facilities and systems that will result in
recommended infrastructure projects
that increase energy efficiency, which in
turn would be funded through energy
savings. Though there is no cost to the
study, Council may award construction
implementation contracts to Noresco if
they choose. Representatives of the

company Engie, who also applied for
the contract and scored only one point
lower than Noresco, said the City’s
selection process was flawed. Engie had
previously done some energy efficiency
work with Fullerton in 2016 and 2018.
Director of Public Works Meg
McWade said the process was “open and
transparent.”
Mayor Whitaker, who voted against
awarding the contract, asked for detailed
scoring of each applicant.

How to Participate in the
March 16 City Council Meeting
The next City Council meeting will be
held Tuesday, March 16 at 6:30pm.
Members of the public will also be
allowed into the Chambers for this meeting, however, limited seating will be
available due to social distancing. The
public may also watch and participate
virtually either by phone or via Zoom.
Residents can watch the broadcast
online at www.cityoffullerton.com/ftv3,
on TV on Spectrum Channel 3, and
AT&T U-Verse Channel 99. E-comments for this upcoming meeting will

not be read out loud but will be accepted
for the record and distributed to the City
Council.
Zoom login info:
Computer Smartphone, or Tablet:
https://www.zoom.us/join
By Phone: 1-669-900-9128
Meeting ID: 924 2875 1415
For instructions on how to login or
submit a written comment, visit
https://www.cityoffullerton.com/participate.

Agenda Forecast
Agenda items for the March 16 meeting include:
•Homeless Plan Committee Report Update
•2020 Annual Housing Element Progress Report
•Professional Services Agreement with Thirtieth Street Historic Preservation
Architects for Hunt Library Revitalization
•Homeless Encampment Cleanup Services Agreement
•General Plan Revision to Add Four Local Landmarks to Fullerton Historic
Preservation Element and Map of Historical Resources
•Water Rate Progress Report
•Professional Services Agreement with HDL to Outsource
Business Registration Services
•Affordable Housing Development Request - 1600 W Commonwealth
•Fullerton Museum Center Update and Reopening Plan
•Outdoor Dining and Retail Extension
•American Rescue Plan Update
To view the full agenda visit fullerton.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
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City Council Holds
Housing Plan Study Session
digit percentage additions to the housing
stock, culminating with just 3% of the
The Fullerton City Council held a City’s total residential units having been
Special Meeting on March 9 to review built in the last decade.
the latest iteration of the City’s Housing
Meanwhile, housing prices have
Plan, as presented by Director of steadily increased despite boom and
Community
and
Economic bust cycles, beyond rises in wages, makDevelopment Matt Foulkes. The review ing home ownership increasingly difficovered several areas of the City gov- cult for many residents. Even during the
ernment’s approach to housing, includ- pandemic, home values have continued
ing the Housing Element of the General to rise as investors purchased properties.
Plan, proposed Specific Plans, and This has kept property prices high while
Housing Overlay Zones.
many people have
The Housing Element is
seen their incomes
part of the City’s General
suddenly curtailed or
Plan, which is updated
snatched away entireevery 10 to 15 years,
ly, as sectors of the
The imbalance
although the Housing
economy shut down.
between what
Element is required by the
Just over half of the
has been built
state of California to be
Fullerton residents
revised more frequentwho earn a “moderand what people
ly—every 8 years.
ate” income can afford
can actually
The current Housing
to
spend
about
afford to buy
Element (the 5th cycle),
$500,000 on a house,
has created an
expires this year, necessibut the median home
tating the formulation of a
price is $660,000,
imperative to
new Housing Element
according to the presbuild smaller,
(6th cycle) that will cover
entation. The imbalcheaper units for
the years 2021 through
ance between what
rent or for sale.
2029. State approval of
has been built and
the Housing Element
what people can actumakes the City eligible
ally afford to buy, if
for housing funds.
they can even find a
The review was accomhome for sale, has crepanied by a Powerpoint
ated an imperative to
presentation entitled “Housing Game build smaller, cheaper units for rent or
Plan,” to which Foulkes referred during for sale. Those units have most frequentthe virtual meeting. The meeting’s agen- ly come in the form of multi-story highda called only for Foulkes’ report to be rises that sometimes include ground
received and filed with no decisive floor retail spaces. Foulkes acknowlaction about any of the Housing edged later in the meeting that those
Element’s components, some of which retail spaces are sometimes so difficult
are expected to be released for public to lease out that developers just write off
review in the coming months.
the expense. (In the Malden Station
Director Foulkes reminded the project on Santa Fe and Highland, one
Council that the City itself does not such space was eventually allowed to
build housing, but the presentation made become a barbershop that served alcoit clear that his department’s priority hol.)
was to facilitate lots of it. The presentaOne given reason for a State-approved
tion’s charts and graphs illustrated how Housing Element is that it confers eligirelatively little housing has been con- bility for various funding opportunities.
structed in the past decade, even as high The California Department of Housing
density multi-story apartment units and Community Development (HCD)
appear each year along major thorough- provided a Local Early Action Plan
fares. Fullerton is considered to be “built grant for two elements of Fullerton’s
out,” meaning that nearly all land within current planning process, namely, a regthe City’s borders not already covered ulatory review of policies and actions
by housing units is devoted to some and an inventory of available sites “to
other use, like industrial, retail, or open accommodate housing needs for all
space, so new housing construction is income levels.” While the HCD deternearly always built in areas not previ- mines how much housing is deemed
ously dedicated to that purpose. But as necessary, its allocation is determined
developers cannibalize former industrial regionally, and in Fullerton’s case
or retail spaces for new high-density through the Southern California
housing, pressure grows to retain some Association of Governments (SCAG).
prior uses of the properties in mixed-use SCAG divides housing into income catoverlay zones, a subject addressed by egories: Very low (which includes
Foulkes during the March 9 Study “Extremely Low”), Low, Moderate, and
Session.
Market Rate, forecasting how many
units in each category each city needs to
build.
Housing Element
These combined Regional Housing
The City’s General Plan restricts uses Needs Assessment (RHNA) numbers
of property in different areas of from SCAG are supposed to govern how
Fullerton based on its municipal zoning much new housing and in what income
laws that govern everything from where category a given city should build. But
an industrial facility may be operated to in past decades, Fullerton mostly built
how many housing units may be built on new housing for the upper and medium
a single residential lot. Projects that income levels, allowing construction of
deviate from the General Plan require Low and Very Low units to fall behind,
variances
from
the
Planning although some developments were built.
Commission and/or City Council.
Developers who realize greater profits
Most of Fullerton’s housing was built through the sales or rentals of higher
decades ago—74% prior to 1980, income units relied on subsidies from
according to Foulkes’ presentation. The the City’s Redevelopment Agency to
decades following 1980 saw only single provide the missing profit margin. When
by Matthew Leslie

the State government dissolved those
agencies in 2012, Fullerton was left with
a deficit of affordable housing and far
fewer tools to encourage their production.
The RHNA goals vs. the number of
actual units built during this period,
roughly coinciding with the 5th Cycle,
show that the City met these goals only
in the Market Rate category, indeed,
overshooting them at 146%, while Very
Low construction lagged at 64%, Low at
just 47%, and Moderate a mere 4%.
Overall, the City built 1,581 of the prescribed 1,841, achieving 86% of this
goal. Foulkes called that performance “a
good job,” noting that the City had
accommodated nearly 65% of its Very
Low income needs.
The 6th Cycle goals presented by
Director Foulkes revealed a dramatic
increase in numbers of housing units
deemed necessary to be built in
Fullerton from the 1,841 of the prior
cycle to a staggering 13,180 proposed
for the current one, an overall increase
of over 600%. Foulkes explained that
appeals to SCAG by cities in Los
Angeles County and the county of

Riverside itself resulted in an even higher allocation to Fullerton—13,209—
than that represented in the presentation’s chart. In response to a question by
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra about
what would happen if those units
weren’t all built during the 8-year cycle,
Foulkes explained that the State was
concerned with planning for growth,
and called it “incredibly unlikely” that
all 13,209 units would be built, or the
total 1.3 million total new units called
for in cities across the State.

Housing Incentive
Overlay Zones
Lacking capital for housing subsidies
formerly available through the now
defunct
Redevelopment
Agency,
Fullerton has begun proposing overlay
zones, which allow more flexibility in
development.
Housing
Incentive
Overlay Zones (HIOZ), proposed for a
“limited number of non-residentiallyzoned properties” would allow residential construction in some areas not currently zoned for it.
Continued on page 13
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Steve the Peacock

Wow, it has been some time since
there was this much energy in our
Downtown. Walking around, it was palpable. Maybe it’s the approach of
Spring, but more likely, it’s a sense that
we have turned the corner and our
Central Business District is slowly but
surely recovering from what is now a
year of uncertainty.
Signs posted on the building where
Branagan’s held court for many years
reveal that a new restaurant called

Alumni Bar & Grill is in the works for
that space. Live entertainment is also
planned. Wow, remember live music?
We even had to cancel Day of Music last
year. Never expected that.
A few doors to the north on Harbor
will be ‘edible’ fruit arrangements and
treats. Smoking Tiger Coffee & Bread at
106 W. Wilshire seems to be thriving
since opening in late 2020. Being in the
‘Wilshire Walk’ area sure helps.

A friend of mine lives in
Arcadia, and for many years
he has lived with an abundance of peafowl in his neighborhood near the Arboretum.
They are descendants of the
ones Arcadia founder Elias
“Lucky” Baldwin brought to
the area way back in the late
1800s. Like our parrots, often
identified as green-cheeked
Amazons or Mexican red
heads, they have thrived and
become part of the area’s
wildlife, and as such, are not
going anywhere soon.
Visitors are amazed and of
course, if one of the males
decides to show off, they are
downright dazzled. The high
pitched ‘meows,’ scratches on
car hoods, trunks and tops,
their desire to perch on
rooftops and in trees, their
fondness for residents’ plants,
plus raids on birdseed or pet
dishes left outside are not the
endearing elements of their
presence.
By now you’re wondering
what this has to do with
Downtown Fullerton. Well,
wonder no more and thanks
for reading this far. Spotted
near Union and Harbor, our
own peacock, who goes by
the name of Steve, has been
seen as far away as Panorama
Trail.

Steve the Peacock spotted on Panorama trail.
PHOTO BY KELLEE DOW WIGHTMAN.
Since we now have our own resident peacock, it
stands to reason we must have our own Lucky
Baldwin since peafowl are not likely to fly that far
to get here. My own numerous attempts to find
said fowl have not been successful, but I have seen
photos and even a video, so a few residents have
confirmed his existence. We will continue to keep
an eye out and maybe you can let us know if you
see Steve. Coyotes beware, Steve can fly and
won’t stand for any harassment so just leave him
alone. We did run into Duffy, the Hillcrest Park
great egret, who posed for us as he waited for a
meal to drift downstream after our nice rain shower last Wednesday.

Photo Quiz
LAST ISSUE:

Carla and Cesar Duran, with Analicia Acosta and Socorro Duran.

New in Town
Along with the other businesses mentioned here that are on the way, Semilla house
plants, succulents, home fragrances, and more held their Grand Opening on March
6. Semilla is Spanish for seed, and the shop was named in honor of the family’s heritage in agriculture. Good to find out the owners, siblings Carla, Cesar, and Juan (not
pictured) are Fullerton High School graduates and long-time Fullerton residents.
Stop by 109 S. Harbor soon.

Greenbacks and
Ham
With Dr. Seuss in the news, it
seemed logical to see if there
was a buying frenzy going on at
Half Off Books on West
Wilshire. No rush on any of
those books here—a few phone
calls but in fact, not much
demand even though in checking out what’s happening on
Ebay, those out-of-print Dr.
Seuss books have taken off in
value. The good news here is the
store has weathered the pandemic storm nicely.

Wow, Frank, Laura,
Kimberly Bob, Gene,
Carrol, Judy, and others knew right away
that the vintage photo
was of St. Jude on
Spadra (Harbor) and
Valencia Mesa and
from what we can tell,
it was taken in 1957
before Bastanchury
Road was there to the
north. We can see
Brea Dam but no
homes or golf course.

THIS ISSUE: What building is this (below) and where is it located?
Send your answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

That makes sense with so much time on our
hands; reading is a great way to use that time
wisely.

Amerige Ave. Parking Lot
You may have noticed various sections of this parking lot are being removed. The
project is being done to improve accessibility in compliance with current codes, so
the improvements will facilitate access to nearby structures for those with disabilities. The work is slated for completion in the spring.

MID MARCH 2021

NEWS & CROSSWORD

FULLERTON HISTORIC
DISTRICTS RECOGNIZED
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by Terry Galvin
The city of Fullerton has 16 residential
areas that are designated Historic
Districts. They are of similar age and
styles of housing, layouts of streets and
alleys, building setbacks, and associated
public improvements, such as curbs and
gutters, sidewalk patterns, and streetlights.
Over the last 25 years, ten of the 16
Historic Districts have been given special designation as Residential
Preservation Zones by the city of
Fullerton. In each case, Fullerton
Heritage worked with the property owners and City Staff to prepare the necessary petitions and applications to take
before the Landmarks Commission and
the City Council. Residents in the
neighborhoods gathered the signatures
for the petitions and attended meetings
with City staff who explained the
process and the protections that this zoning designation would provide for the program is offered.
Owners of properties within Historic
preservation of their neighborhood’s
Districts, as well as those designated as
character and compatibility.
Recently Fullerton Heritage designed National Register, Local Landmark, and
signs to mark the entry points into these Significant Properties may apply to pardistricts. Fullerton Heritage funded ticipate in the Mills Act Program. City
staff
and
Fullerton
their manufacture, and
Heritage have agreed to
the City has agreed to
jointly promote and share
install them. The first
administrative responsibilsigns will be installed in
ities for its implementaOwners of
the
Residential
Preservation Zones.
properties within tion. The city of Fullerton
Mills
Act
Program,
On April 21, 2020, the
Historic Districts Guidelines & Application
City Council voted
may apply to
can be found on the City’s
unanimously to adopt
web site (www.cityoffullerparticipate in
the Mills Act. The Mills
ton.com). There is also a
Act is enabling legislathe Mills Act
link to this information on
tion passed by the state
Program.
the Fullerton Heritage
of
California
that
website
(fullertonherauthorizes cities to offer
itage.org).
property tax reduction
While the City’s Mills
incentives for property
Act Program allows up to
owners to rehabilitate
10 properties to be granted
and maintain their historic properties. The incentive and Mills Act Agreements per year, the goal
resulting improvements will increase the for this first year is to limit the number
value of the improved property as well to 3 to 5 to allow Fullerton Heritage and
as the neighborhood in which it is locat- City Staff to work through any unforeed. The purpose of the program is not seen issues with the application process
for assisting in proposed new construc- before increasing the number to the full
tion such as room additions, but for ten in future years.
Fullerton Heritage will be glad to meet
deferred maintenance and upgrades to
the existing residence, such as painting, with interested owners to discuss the
window repair, and re-roofing. The application process and the scope of
reduction in property tax for the partici- work that would qualify under the propants will result in an overall increase in gram. If interested, please call the
property tax revenue to the City based Fullerton Heritage hotline at (714) 740on an increase in property values from 3051 or email to info@fullertonherthe improvements in the areas where the itage.org.

ACROSS
1. Writer Joyce Carol ___
6. Something to talk about
11. Gym unit
14. Top of an espresso
15. Golfer Lorena who was inducted
in the World Golf Hall of Fame
in 2017
16. Ike's command in WWII
17. Crime-solving priest TV series that
debuted in 2013
19. Batman before George
20. Night before
21. Cause of inflation?
22. Innocence
24. Payment sent
27. Rolodex no.
28. 1980s-set TV sitcom that
debuted in 2013
33. Decluttering maven Kondo
36. Had on
37. Summer Games org.
38. Lincoln and Vigoda

DOWN
1. Proposal
2. "The play got ___ review!"
3. ___ pole
4. Biblical verb ending
5. Put away, in a way
6. "Not ___ or anything, but..."
7. Tech. that converts documents
to data
8. Sound prefix
9. Its capital is Des Moines
10. "Is this for real?!"
11. Lively festivities
12. Coup d'___
13. Barbershop emblem

39. Like loose pants
41. Word after "pop-up" or
"drop-down"
42. Cheer repeated before
"sis-boom-bah!"
43. Skye of "Say Anything"
44. Lightened (up)
45. Medical TV drama that
debuted in 2005
49. Violets-blue connector
50. Microwaved, say
54. Bad way to go
58. Blue Jays or Raptors, for short
59. Part of H.M.S.
60. Dorm authority figures: Abbr.
61. Kevin Costner TV drama
that debuted in 2018
64. Notable period
65. Neptune's realm
66. Gold lace embroidery
67. Entirely
68. Computer operators
69. Hawaiian geese

18. Bar mitzvah, e.g.
23. Flying geese formation
25. Senior suffix?
26. Car setting for hills
29. Captain's journal
30. Like some humor or wine
31. No longer around
32. Gulf war missile
33. Helgenberger of "CSI"
34. It's often walked into in jokes
35. Play practice
39. ___ constrictor
40. Rashida's character on
"Parks and Rec"
41. Poet Angelou
43. "Peek-a-boo!"
44. "Video Observer" columnist Little
46. Soph. and jr.
47. Wyoming range
48. "___ the mighty have fallen"
51. Side issue?
52. Start of a choosing rhyme
53. Garb
54. Town north of Fullerton
55. Rank above viscount
56. Requests made to profs
for postgrad programs
57. Swiss abstractionist Paul
62. Roman household god
63. Uno + due

Page 8 FULLERTON OBSERVER

EDUCATION

MID MARCH 2021

Teaching and Learning During
This Pandemic
a fourth grade GATE teacher in FSD,
told me that building a respectful relaA year ago, local schools shifted tionship with his students is elemental in
almost overnight to distance learning. order for learning to occur. In this chalCurrently, both FSD and FJUHSD offer lenging environment he works daily to
a hybrid, in-person learning option, yet build this relationship with all his stuover 50% of the student populations of dents, including almost half of whom he
both districts are attending the entire has never met in person. He allocates
school year as distance learners. Many time each morning to check in and talk
educators and parents worry about the with his students about topics that are
emotional repercusnot always related to cursions on children of
rent class subjects. He
the long-term educaalso creates breakout
tional changes caused
groups for his students to
Teachers have
by the pandemic’s
have time to communiinterruption of daily,
cate together as a class,
invested an
in-person
learning.
even if all are not physienormous amount
Both Fullerton School
cally present.
of time to
District (FSD) and
Junior high and high
create innovative
Fullerton Joint Union
school teachers have
High School District
more limited time, so
lessons and
(FJUHSD) teachers
Dannica Perez, a science
opportunities to
received social and
teacher at FUHS, moniengage their
emotional
learning
tors her student’s stress
students during
guidance along with
levels and emotional temsome trauma-informed
perature during a daily
this pandemic
training to help mitiattendance
process
year.
gate the stress caused
including an option for
by distance learning
students to personally
and other pandemic
email her to share their
challenges.
concerns.
It is clear that stuSharon Hollon, a Social
dents learn in different
Science teacher at FUHS,
ways and have many different needs. gives her students a little extra attention
Some students are not experiencing a on their birthdays by singing to them
great deficit by participating in distance upon request. While many teachers wish
learning during this time. They seem to for more face-to-face interaction, they
work better when they can get up and realize that students resist turning on
move around and there is less distraction their cameras for many reasons, includfrom the other students. However, many ing feeling uncomfortable showing
other students are dealing with trauma themselves or their home environment
and deep depression aggravated by dis- on camera. Many teachers are finding
tance learning along with other aspects multiple ways to get students to turn on
of the pandemic, including grief and their cameras for a few minutes by shareconomic hardships that challenge many ing pets, siblings, and even changing filstudents’ coping skills. Presently, most ters and backgrounds.
available information concerning stuEducation counselors realize that
dent emotional and academic stress is teaching and learning under these condiavailable only through individual narra- tions is stressful for everyone, even peotives, not statistically-based research. I ple who only show up as a name on a
asked local educators to share their computer monitor. FUHS Counselor
observations and how they are coping Erin DeFries has coordinated with
with distance learning issues for their teachers, counselors, and the Associated
students.
Student Body (ASB) to bring a collecDistance learning and hybrid sched- tion of “Brain Breaks” to the students
ules force teachers to utilize completely (available to anyone who wants to take a
new teaching methods, upend their rou- 3-5
minute
break)
at
tines, while simultaneously requiring www.fjuhsd.org/page/4470. There, stuthem to monitor students’ education and dents can take a break from the computemotional well-being. Beniy Waisanen, er and choose from topics ranging from
by Vivien Moreno

australianswimschool.com

Enjoy this virtual collaboration and performance of Journey to the Past by Parks
Choir: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyT3ouZnL3o
breathing, walking, laughing, and just
doing nothing for 2 minutes. (It’s harder
than it sounds).
Despite the focus on learning loss during a pandemic, a March 5 Ipsos/NPR
poll asked over 1000 parents about their
children’s pandemic education experiences. As in Fullerton’s local school districts, the poll found that over 50% of
students are staying in distance learning
even with an in-person option. Over
80% of the parents felt their children
were on track or higher for reading,
writing, and math core subjects, with
their biggest worry focused on time
management. A majority of parents also
support various enrichment learning
options. Over 82% felt that schools and
teachers had communicated well with
parents.
The
poll
considered
ethnicity/race, language, income, education, and urban/rural communities.
(www.ipsos.com/en-us/news-polls/parents-welcome-educational-support).
It is too early to gauge student overall

pandemic learning loss or emotional
trauma. Teachers have invested an enormous amount of time to create innovative lessons and opportunities to engage
their students during this pandemic year.
Many are putting in long workdays to
teach, plan, and communicate with students and parents. Teachers, parents,
and students will need to continue communicating with each other as assessments reveal educational and emotional
areas of student need.
This is a time to allow teachers and
students to reassess and embrace
options that produced positive academic
and care results during the pandemic,
even when students return to daily, inperson learning. The pandemic has
forced educators and students to
embrace so many academic changes,
and though we all yearn to return to
many old ways, this is also an opportunity to continue offering students these
newly-discovered ways to achieve academic success and emotional support.

FULLERTON PUBLIC LIBARY OPEN
FOR GRAB & GO SERVICE
Beginning Tuesday, March 16, the
public many enjoy socially-distanced
browsing and contactless self-service
checkout at Fullerton Public Library.
FPL’s Grab & Go service will be available Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays from 11am to 7pm, and
Fridays and Saturdays from 10am to
4pm.
To adhere to social-distancing guidelines, the number of patrons allowed in
the library building is limited. Check in
with friendly staff at the front entrance,
who will let you know if you need to
wait before entering. While inside the
library, please stay 6-feet apart from others. Face masks are required to enter.
Some services have changed to
accommodate social-distancing. Bring

your library card with you and return
items to the external book return before
entering. All returned items will be quarantined for 96 hours.
Passport services, seating, computers,
and printers are not available at this
time. The Friends of the Library
Bookstore remains closed, and donations are not currently being accepted.
If you or members of your household
are experiencing symptoms of COVID19 or recently tested positive for
COVID-19, use the library’s digital
resources until you have met quarantine
guidelines.
More information about FPL’s Grab &
Go service can be found at www.fullertonlibrary.org.

YOUNG OBSERVERS
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Free Occupational Courses in High
School Offer Pathways to Employment
and Can Be Completed in 18 Months
(Registration is open for summer classes through April 16)
For students in junior high and high
school, this month is the time to register
for courses for summer and next school
year. Opportunities are even better for
high school students because some electives can lead to employment and can be
completed within 8 to 18 months (nocrcae.org/stem-professionals).
These courses are offered to Fullerton
students in all high schools in the
Fullerton Joint Union High School
District through the North Orange
County Regional Occupational Program
(NOCROP). Students who complete the
required courses for a chosen pathway
do not just gain certifications but also
the opportunity to be employed through
partnerships with 500 businesses
throughout Orange County. Free courses
available in the summer are:
1) Medical Careers (Patient Care
Pathway). Starts June 21, ends July 29,
8am-2:30pm Monday through Thursday.
Online-hybrid classes plus Skills Day
held once a week TBD. First in a series
of courses that includes Body Systems
and Disorders, Dental Core, Emergency
Medical Technician, Medical Assistant
(Clinical & Administrative), Nursing
Assistant (Long-Term Care) and Sports
Medicine and Therapy.
2) Body Systems & Disorders
(Patient Care Pathway). Starts June
21, ends July 29, 8am-2:30pm, Monday
through Thursday. Online-hybrid classes
plus Skills Day TBD. Second in a series
of courses listed in (1).

3)
Information
Technology
Fundamentals
(Part
of
the
Networking/Cybersecurity Pathway).
Starts June 22, ends July 29, 8am-1pm,
Tuesday through Thursday. Onlinehybrid classes plus Skills Days TBD.
Equivalent to one semester course. First
in a series of three courses that include
A+ Certification and Cybersecurity 1
(Networking+ and Security+).
Other courses offered are available
during the regular school year and these
are:
1) Food Service & Hospitality
Pathway. Introduction to Culinary Arts,
Culinary Arts and Retail Restaurant/
Food Service Occupations.
2)
Hospitality,
Tourism,
&
Recreation Pathway. Entertainment
Park, Tourism Careers, and Hotel and
Hospitality Management.
3) Emergency Response Career
Pathway.
Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT).
4) Systems Diagnostics, Service and
Repairs Career Pathway. Introduction
to Automotive Technology, and
Advanced Automotive Technology.
Classes are held in various locations
in north Orange County. During the
school year, these classes are held after
school and on weekends. Ask your
school's guidance counselor or learn
more at the NOCROP website
nocrop.org.

WHAT’S TRENDING?
by Irene, 9th grade

A Colorful Profile
Yet again, TikTok is sparking another trend with the latest color personality test
that designates users with their personal color and analyzes their personality type
based on their answers. Offered in a multitude of languages, this 12-series questionnaire follows an algorithm that presents two answer options for each question. Later,
answers are collected to match users with their corresponding color, and a brief, yet
descriptive profile. Additionally, the site presents users with both compatible and
incompatible colors. The color personality test is believed to be based on a personality profiling system created by Don Lowry in 1978, to categorize at-risk children.
This friendly rendition offers amusing test results that TikTok users have been quick
to share on their platforms. This new sensation may be more than just an exciting
test, but perhaps an insightful experience for curious users.

FOOD SCENE Mateo, 7th grade
Box Full of Snacks from
Around the World
There are many international snack
subscription boxes that offer varieties of
snacks from around the world. Here are
some good subscription boxes that you
might enjoy with your family.
The first box, Bokksu, brings us
incredible snacks from Japan. Some of
the best things this box has to offer are
lemon cakes, seaweed tempura, and
even different flavored Kit-Kats.
The
next subscription box,
MunchPak, is a more global snack box
that includes snacks from France,
Brazil, Canada, and more. These boxes

have many snacks similar to ours, such
as hot chips like Flamin’ Hot Cheetos
and sour goodies like Sour Patch.
The final box is one that I have personally received and loved for the past
six months: Snack Crate. Snack Crate is
a subscription box that also features
snacks from around the world.
I have received snacks from countries
like Brazil, India, France, and
Netherlands.
To
learn
more
visit
www.cnet.com/news/best-snack-subscription-boxes.

Erin, 6th grade

Meet Meatball
Meatball is a 3-year-old
Pitbull mix who likes going
on walks, playing with toys,
and giving kisses. He is playful, energetic, and always has
a smile. He prefers a home
with older kids and no other
dog so that his new owners
can focus on teaching him the
basics. Meatball was a stray
when OC Animal Care took
him in, so they don't know
much about him. If you want
to adopt him, call 714-9356848 or visit OC Animal Care
at www.ocpetinfo.com.

BOOK REVIEW

Katie, 9th grade

‘Like Home’ by Louisa Onomé
Published Feb 23, 2021
4/5 stars
“Like Home” follows Nelo, a girl who
has lived all her life in Ginger East, her
small neighborhood. But when her best
friend’s store is vandalized, Nelo’s life is
turned upside down and everything
changes. She’s reluctant to accept this
event and wants the neighborhood she
knows so well to stay the same.
Although it’s hard for Nelo to realize,
she has to live with the fact that her
neighborhood
is
slowly
being
“restored,” whether she likes it or not,
and that Ginger East is next in a line of
gentrified communities.
What I ultimately love about the book,
above everything else, is the community
of Ginger East as a whole. The way
everyone’s lives are intricately woven
with one another, with the neighborhood, and with new changes is a big part
of the story, and how Ginger East united
in the face of discrimination and gentrification is inspiring yet heartbreaking to
read.
Overall, I really enjoyed this book,
and I can’t wait for more readers to get
their hands on it. It’s a story of change,
love, and discovering more about your-

self. In addition to that, it has cute
romances while capturing the nuances
of friendship and grappling with social
problems without making things too
dark.
I’ll definitely be watching out for
Onomé’s next book. Content warnings—blood, protests, police violence.

LET’S CELEBRATE!
by Alexandria, 10th grade

Certified Nurses Day
March 19
Being a nurse is one occupation that
has been overlooked in the past. It is
usually overshadowed by doctors and
has not gotten a lot of recognition.
However, there are over 3.8 million
nurses in America and each one plays a
significant role in their job. Similar to
doctors, nurses have different specialties
and subspecialties, counting up to over
200.
March 19 is the perfect day to celebrate nurses as it is Certified Nurses
Day. However, this day of recognition
isn’t just about celebrating nurses, it’s
about celebrating the nurses who have
gone out of their way to get certified and
gain the highest credentials possible in

their field. The day of commemoration,
March 19, is also the birthday of
Margretta Madden Styles, the renowned
expert of nurse credentialing. Since the
first Certified Nurses Day, over 70
organizations have come together to celebrate this day.
To mark this occasion, you can reach
out to a nurse you know and thank them
for their contribution to society, especially during this time of pandemic. You
can also encourage them to know the
benefits of being certified and to get certified themselves, if they are not already.
Visit the website (www.nursingworld.org/education-events/certifiednurses-day) for more information.
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OC Power Authority continued from front page
A key element of this new model is
consumer choice. Individuals, businesses, and cities will have the option to stay
with SCE or go with OCPA.

The Development of OCPA
In 2018, the city of Irvine funded and
conducted a feasibility study on creating
a CCA (community choice aggregation)
in Orange County. Their study indicated
that it could save $7.7 million per year in
citywide electricity costs for residents
and businesses and $112,000 for the city
of Irvine itself, and potentially other
environmental and social equity benefits.
In 2019, Irvine reached out to other
cities to consider joining a “joint power
authority,” which ultimately became the
OCPA, formed in 2020.
Initially, OCPA will be contracting
with third party vendors to do some of
the specialized work involved, such as
purchasing power and managing customer accounts. The organization is
planning to begin offering power by
April 2022. Customers living in member

cities may choose to stay with SCE, otherwise they will be automatically
enrolled in the new OCPA program. A
Citizens Advisory Group to address public questions and concerns is expected
this summer.
Since its formation in December 2020,
OCPA has established a Board of
Directors composed of councilmembers
from the cities involved. They established an implementation plan and hired
CEO Brian Probolsky and Chief
Operating Officer Antonia Castro
Graham.
Probolsky has been employed in various local government jobs, including
board president of the Moulton Niguel
Water District, at OC Waste and
Recycling, and as former chief of staff to
former Supervisor Andrew Do.
Castro Graham has worked at the
Metropolitan Water District as
Sustainability Project Manager in
Huntington Beach, and most recently as
Deputy City Manager in Fullerton. She
teaches courses on environmental sustainability at CSUF and Cal Poly
Pomona.

Background on Community
Choice Energy
In 1997, when California deregulated
the energy market, many Californians
switched to alternative energy
providers. Following the energy crisis of
2000-2001, consumer choice of electricity providers was suspended.
In 2002, in response to the energy crisis the state legislature passed Assembly
Bill 117, which outlined the steps that
must be taken to form a community

choice aggregation and laid out how
CCAs would be regulated and coexist
with the local investor-owned utilities
(IOUs) like Edison.
In 2010, Marin Clean Energy (MCE)
became the first CCA in California.
Since that time, 23 CCAs have been created throughout the State, and they serve
over 11 million customers. The most
recent CCA is San Diego Community
Power, which launched in early March.
To learn more about CCAs in California
visit www.cal-cca.org.

buy power from a CCE program, you
would have choice.
Jung: Also, check out San Diego
community power. They’re now up and
running. With San Diego, you can see
the rates and compare in real time the
rates you’re paying with Edison. You
can look at it and see the cost savings
involved.

How will this help fight climate
change?

Community Choice Energy involves the purchase of renewable energy from a variety of sources, such as solar and wind.

A CONVERSATION ABOUT COMMUNITY CHOICE ENERGY
To learn more about the newlyformed Orange County Power Authority
and community choice energy, The
Observer spoke with Board Vice Chair
Fred Jung, Chief Operating Officer
Antonia Castro Graham, and Jose
Trinidad Castaneda (from the nonprofit
Climate Action Campaign). Here are
excerpts from these conversations, edited for length and clarity.

Castaneda: Edison has long-term
legacy contracts with their power
providers from ages hence. Most of
them are natural gas. New community
choice energy [CCEs] like OCPA, can
compete with Edison because we’re
negotiating new contracts with cheaper
renewable energy suppliers. It’s cheaper
to buy renewable energy in bulk for
leveraging economies of scale by bringing in multiple cities.

One of the main roles of OCPA is
buying power. How will that work?

How can you ensure that this
won’t create another Texas situaGraham: Your current bill from tion, or a situation like the energy
Edison has two components—distribucrisis of the early 2000s?
tion and generation. Edison doesn’t generate their own power—they’re also
buying it [from third party generation
companies like solar, wind, natural gas,
etc.] but they’ve entered into a number
of long-term power purchase agreements. We will also have to enter into
long-term power purchase agreements to
meet renewable energy goals set by the
state of California to get to the goal of
100% renewable by 2045.

Graham: The California Public
Utilities Commission (PUC) would
never allow that. We are so regulated.
You have California Independent
System Operator (CalISO) that controls
the grid—they’re not going to let anything happen here like what happened in
Texas. Texas also didn’t weatherize their
grid, despite the legislature telling them
to do this. So, under community choice

energy, we have choice, but with regulations.

What are the benefits of a CCE,
compared to the current system
with Southern California Edison
(SCE)?
Graham: I think that at the end of the
day there’s something in this for everyone. There are three E’s to sustainability: They are economy, environment, and
equity (people). You have the ability to
have consumer choice. Another advantage of CCEs is equity. You have the
ability to create programs that are tailored to your community, including programs in disadvantaged communities,
as opposed to an investor-owned utility
that is creating programs for the entire
service area.
Castaneda: Right now, you’re a customer of SCE and that’s it. There’s no
choice—you’re just under the monopoly system of Edison, which charges
you for both generation and distribution. If you were to be with OCPA and

Jung: I can’t force Fullertonians to
stop eating hamburgers. I can’t force
Fullertonians to not drive a gas car. CCE
is one of the things we can do to really
have a positive effect on climate change
at the local level. Time’s not on our side
here. The clock’s been ticking for an
awfully long time, and we’ve just kind
of delayed it and talked about it, discussed whether it’s real or not. I’m
excited that this is something we actively want to do as a city, and we move forward accordingly.
Castaneda: I see climate change as
an existential threat, one of the most
important issues of our time. Climate
Action Campaign is a non-profit climate
watchdog organization that was founded
in 2015 with the mission to stop the climate crisis through bold climate action
plans—through a City’s roadmap to a
zero carbon future, as well as through
CCE, which is the fastest way to accelerate to a clean-energy future. Those are
really the two most powerful tools that
city councils have at the local level to
fight climate change.

State law already mandates the
move toward renewable energy with
set targets. How is CCE better than
what is already being mandated by
state law?
Jung: When you look at what’s practical, government always does the least
stretching of what the envelope will do.
CCE is stretching that envelope, moving
things faster. If you believe climate
change is the existential threat of our
lifetime, moving faster is only a good
thing.
Continued on page 19
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COUNCIL DELAYS RV PARKING
ENFORCEMENT AS COMMUNITY LEADERS
SEEK TO FIND HUMANE SOLUTIONS
from Fullerton’s three Catholic churches.
Many members of Fullerton’s faith
Shely Youngbauer, who grew up in
and nonprofit community showed up to Fullerton and currently lives in her RV
speak at the March 2 Fullerton City on Valencia, said, “We have nowhere to
Council meeting to urge a delay of go. We didn’t choose this, and we’re tryenforcement of ordinances that would ing desperately to abide by rules. But we
criminalize those living in RVs parked keep getting harassed, told we’re going
on City streets, until a more humane and to be arrested. This is all we have until
collaborative solution can
we can get some place to
be found.
better ourselves. Please
After much public comhelp.”
ment and discussion,
Father Dennis Kriz of
Council moved to temSt.
Philip
Benizi
“It is
porarily delay until at least
Catholic Church in
fundamentally
April enforcement of a
Fullerton said, “On
immoral to
proposed ordinance that
behalf of the interfaith
would restrict parking
community here in
simply expel
along a stretch of Valencia
Fullerton, we ask you to
people without
where many folks living in
continue to postpone
giving them
their RVs have been parkenforcement of the RV
reasonable
ing.
ban. We stand with you,
Council had previously
to work with you in any
options.”
passed a separate ordinance
number of ways to make
in November of last year
the situation there on
that bans all citywide RV
Valencia better, and to
parking on public and prifind a place for these
vate streets without a tempoor people to go.”
porary permit.
Enedina Clements, outreach coordinaEnforcement of this ordinance has tor of the St. Vincent De Paul program at
been delayed by legal arguments raised St. Juliana Falconieri Catholic Church in
by lawyers with the Elder Law and Fullerton, said that the tri-parish collabDisability Rights Center who say the orative has experience helping those livordinance is unconstitutional.
ing in RVs, and offered to work with the
In their comments on March 2, mem- City for solutions.
bers of the public, including some living
“What we don’t want to see is these
in their RVs, urged delay of both ordi- vehicles impounded. Impounding a
nances.
vehicle used for shelter is de facto fore“I’m here to ask to postpone the RV closure,” Clements said. “We are on the
ban while we find a suitable intermedi- right path in Fullerton. Let’s stay on it
ate location for them to go. Together I and find common-sense solutions to our
truly believe we can develop real, com- homeless and affordability housing
mon-sense solutions,” Diana Trout said. issues.”
Trout is part of a tri-parish collaborative,
Rabbi Nico Socolovsky of Temple
which includes homeless advocates Beth Tikvah in Fullerton urged Council
by Jesse La Tour

CSUF Off-Campus Party Culture
Impacts Neighborhood Continued from page 3
Police have refused to enter residences to break up parties or check IDs,
with officers citing their own safety due
to the size of the unmasked party crowd.
The couple has even tried to contact
the Cal State Fullerton Police
Department to address the activity of
their students. The Campus Police have
jurisdiction within one mile of campus,
and despite being only 0.4 miles away,
the CSFPD has refused to respond to
calls, saying FPD jurisdiction supersedes theirs. FPD told the couple to contact the school. And the school has said
that they will look into the issue with
their police department.
The Lukoffs have also been in communication with CSUF officials who
have investigated the matter, but this has
done little to curb the large parties.
“I’ve lived here for 10 years and my
family has owned this house since 1978.
I’ve watched the neighborhood progressively go from families residing here to
more and more of this student housing,
frat house-style situation where now
kids know us as this party area,” Rachel
said.
None of the houses on their street are
official “fraternity” houses; however
their neighbor’s property manager
admitted that when some students move
out, the remaining residents have found

Father Dennis Kriz.
to postpone enforcement “in order to
allow us to work with the City in trying
to create a viable short-term and longterm solution for these people.”
“It is fundamentally immoral to simply expel people without giving them
reasonable options,” Blandy Morales
from the Orange County Congregation
Community Organization (OCCCO)
said. “We are willing to sit down with
the City immediately to discuss solutions.”
After listening to public comments,
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra made a
motion to delay any action until the second meeting in April. This motion was
seconded by Councilmember Jesus
Silva.
Councilmember Fred Jung, who supported Zahra’s motion, said that the
solution requires “the kind of community support that these faith-based organizations that are here today are willing to
do.”
Jung said that the concerns of the surrounding business owners on Valencia
also need to be taken into consideration.
“I encourage those in our community
who are expressing such passion on this
issue, equate that to action,” he said.
Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap voted
against the motion to delay enforcement
citing the impact on local businesses of
RVs and other vehicles parked along
Valencia.

loose, and it is like Porky’s or Animal
House.”
Alex and Rachel have contacted the
property management company that
manages the house and despite the
their own replacements, strengthening Property Manager agreeing to evict the
the perception that theirs is an off-site residents, the Property Owner overruled
party location for their friends. Through them and allowed the students to stay
their own internal investhrough the end of their
tigation, Cal State
lease in May. Property
Fullerton
uncovered
Management informed the
relationships between
Lukoffs that a new group of
registered fraternities
“Anything that
young men has already
and at least two houses
been lined up to rent the
we’ve
done
in their immediate
property, and they know
hasn’t
worked
neighborhood that are
that the cycle is simply
in the long term.
connected to CSUF frastarting again.
ternities, including their
We’re running
When asked for comment
immediate neighbor.
on this issue, FPD Cpl.
out
of
options.”
The house next to the
Billy Phu told The
Lukoffs is rented to 8Observer, “Fullerton Police
-Alex
Lukoff
12 college-age males,
is aware of the complaints
with no more than 6 on
in the area and have been
the lease at any given
actively working together
time.
with Cal State University
“The man who owns
Fullerton
and
their
this house lives in Texas. He charges University Police Department to address
$3,500 or more a month for this sub-par the problem. Patrol supervisors have
rental. Six to 8 boys go in on a lease in assigned Officers to increase patrols in
this place. And then it ends up being, the area to educate and enforce violalike, 12 boys who are actually living tions. In addition, Fullerton Police conthere, plus constant visitors and girl- tacted our partners at Code Enforcement
friends at all hours of the day and who will investigate any violations in
night,” Rachel said. “They all start off land use or municipal codes.
with the greatest intentions. They want Collectively, we hope to address the
to be good neighbors to the families on quality-of-life concerns for everyone in
either side. But once they get into the that community.”
lease about a year is when all hell breaks

“I’ve taken the time to go over there
and I’ve seen the dozens and dozens of
inoperable vehicles, trucks, RVs, and
others parked on both sides of the street,
creating not just an eyesore, but health
and safety concerns,” he said.
Dunlap said he has spoken to business
owners who have seen revenues decline
and have had to hire additional security
so their employees and customers feel
safe in that area.
“Roads and streets are for driving, for
parking. They’re not a place of residence,” Dunlap said.
Mayor Bruce Whitaker, who also
voted against delaying enforcement,
said that the intent of the ordinances is to
create “some order in an area where disorder has expanded and continues to
expand.”
He said that the term “tough love”
applies here.
“The longer we don’t take action to try
to move people in the direction of their
own good, we’re only creating more
angst among people, and creating more
fallout,” Whitaker said. “Whether it’s
going to be tonight or it’s going to be
delayed, it’s something that needs to be
done, and it’s overdue in my opinion.”
Councilmember Zahra said, “We need
to address the issue and provide regulations for our parking so the businesses
can succeed and continue their operations. No doubt about that. But we can’t
do this at the expense of people’s lives.
We have to find a solution. And the solution isn’t just kicking people out.”
Ultimately, Council voted 3-2 (Dunlap
and Whitaker “no”) to delay action on
the ordinances to the second meeting in
April.
Following the meeting, Director of
Public Works Meg McWade told the
Observer that, while parking enforcement has been limited during COVID19, the City intends to resume enforcing
its parking ordinances on April 5.
“We will, of course, continue to work
with community partners and the RV
residents after that point,” McWade said.

The Observer also reached out to Cal
State Fullerton officials for comment
and received this response from CSUF
communications director Chi-Chung
Keung, “We have looked into the neighbors’ complaints appropriately through
our conduct processes. Some complaints
were outside our student conduct laws’
jurisdiction. We suggest the following
action should the complaints persist.
•File a complaint with Fullerton
Police Department. A contact is Officer
Diaz at daniel.diazjr@fullerton.edu.
•Contact the city of Fullerton regarding noise ordinance policy and enforcement.
•If known, contact the landlord or
leasing company to inform them of the
activities happening on their property.”
The Lukoffs have done all of these
actions and have yet to see sustained
improvement in the behavior of the students in the neighborhood, and have
experienced direct interference from the
property owner.
“Anything that we’ve done hasn’t
worked in the long term,” Alex said.
“We’re running out of options.” Rachel
added “Campus Police denies responsibility saying to talk to FPD. FPD says to
work with the school. And the school
says they can’t do anything unless we
can identify specific individuals. We
really feel like the school has lost control of their students and doesn’t care
about the effect on homeowners in the
community.”
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LA VOZ LATINA
a Spanish/English Language column
La Voz Latina is written by local volunteers to help give voice to
Fullerton’s Spanish-speaking community.

Three South Fullerton Residents Share
Concerns about Drugs and Alcohol
by Caleb Parker and Gaby Garcia,
OCunited
Those living and working in lowerincome areas are well aware of the
liquor stores, smoke/vape shops, and
illegal cannabis dispensaries that are
disproportionately located in their
neighborhoods. This issue extends much
deeper than merely the presence of these
shops, tapping into the racist roots of
Fullerton’s zoning practices. Each of
these shops intimately impacts the residents and business owners of the communities they are located in. Below are
three anonymous snapshots from the
lives of people of south Fullerton, who
share the ways that the disproportionate
number of liquor stores, smoke shops,
and illegal cannabis dispensaries have
adversely affected their personal lives
and community.
“I have lived in Fullerton for 18 years,
during which I have watched my children and their friends grow up. I have
volunteered in our schools often and
participated in City events many times. I
have seen many things change, very few
good and mostly bad, that sadden and
frustrate me. For example, we find
liquor stores on many corners, sometimes one in front of the other, many
cigar shops, and not to mention, illegal
marijuana dispensaries. All these are
very bad influences for our young people whom we work tooth and nail to protect them from getting involved in these
vices. It is becoming more and more difficult because both parents need to work
and the boys mistakenly seek company
from these establishments. They believe
that the people who offer them drugs or
cigarettes really care about their lives,
their stability, or their happiness.
Marijuana dispensaries promote themselves shamelessly, sending advertisements that they are going to open a new
business. There is no control over this or
prevention of its continued spread. The
more of these businesses open, the more
danger young people are in since addiction is encouraged and, consequently,
violence, vandalism, and gangs. I have
seen friends of my children get hurt by
falling into drug addiction. I work very
hard for my children so they do not get
involved in this, but not all parents can
or know how to prevent their children’s
involvement. Sometimes the bad influence is stronger than us, which is why
we must try to eradicate it. This is why I
got involved in the community—to
help.”
-- Local resident, mom, activist

"The smoke shop has been there for 67 months now, and the number one
impact on the stores around us has been
crime rates rising. We've seen a lot more
people experiencing homelessness and
we have seen drug dealers attracted to
the area. Customers come to the smoke
shop to exchange drugs without going
into the store. We and other shops have
had to call the police a couple of times
due to people causing trouble in the area
such as people being drunk or on drugs.
For our store, we bring in all kinds of
customers—from kids to moms to the
elderly. But with a smoke shop right
across from us, it feels as though the
area isn't safe for our customers at night.
We've mentioned these things to the
landlord who said they would address it
with the smoke shop, but we're not sure
what has been done about it. I'm concerned for the safety of the community."
--Local businesses owner
“Before, our neighborhood was quiet
and safe, but since the smoke shops and
marijuana dispensaries arrived, many
people who are bad influences have also
arrived. These people take advantage of
any place to smoke marijuana, but there
are also minors consuming these products. These establishments together with
liquor stores, markets that sell alcohol,
and tobacco shops have attracted criminals to our community. Our family has
been a victim of theft—losing belongings that we have worked hard to obtain.
Now there is fear that our well-being is
at risk. Above all, there is great concern
that our children have these drugs within
their reach and are encouraged towards
the vices that damage their mind, their
health, and their future in the community.”
-- Local parent of south Fullerton
While we know the issue is complicated and the solutions are not simple, we
hope that the stories of a few of the people affected shine light on the disproportionate impacts smoke shops, liquor
stores, and illegal marijuana dispensaries have on lower income communities.
These stories are not unique; they are
told time and time again by residents of
these communities as they recognize the
inequalities in their neighborhoods. As
we drive throughout our City, may we
have eyes to see these inequalities in
front of us from one side of the railroad
tracks to the other.

Entrevista con Tres Residentes del Sur de
Fullerton sobre Drogas y Alcohol
por Caleb Parker y Gaby Garcia,
OCunited
Aquellos que viven y trabajan en áreas
de bajos ingresos conocen bien las licorerías, tiendas de tabaco, y los dispensarios ilegales de marihuana que se encuentran desproporcionadamente en sus
vecindario. Este problema se extiende
mucho más allá de la mera presencia de
las tiendas de licor y tabaco, consecuencias de las prácticas racistas de la zonificación de Fullerton. Cada una de estas
tiendas impacta personalmente a los residentes y propietarios de negocios de la
comunidad.
A continuación escucharán tres entrevistas anónimas de historias de la gente
del Sur de Fullerton, que comparte las
formas en que la ubicación desproporcionada de licorerías, tiendas de tabaco
y dispensarios ilegales de marihuana
han afectado negativamente sus vidas
personales y comunitarias.
“He vivido en Fullerton por 18 años,
durante los cuales he visto crecer a mis
hijos y sus amigos.
Muy a menudo he sido voluntaria en
nuestras escuelas y he participado en
eventos de la Ciudad muchas veces. He
visto muchas cosas, muy pocas buenas
pero muchas malas, que me entristecen
y frustran. Por ejemplo encontramos
licorerias en muchas esquinas, a veces
una enfrente de otra, muchas tiendas de
cigarros, y sin mencionar los dispensarios ilegales de marihuana. Todo esto es
una pésima influencia para nuestros
jóvenes, a quienes tratamos de proteger
de estos vicios. Cada vez es más difícil
porque ambos padres necesitan trabajar
y los chicos buscan compañía en estos
establecimientos. Creen que las personas que les ofrecen drogas o cigarrillos si se preocupan por su vida, su estabilidad o su felicidad. Pero no es cierto.
Los dispensarios de marihuana los promueven, dando un anuncio de que van a
abrir uno nuevo, no hay control de esto
ni prevención de su continua propaganda.
Cuanto más de estos negocios se
abran, más peligro corren los jóvenes, ya
que se fomenta la adicción y en consecuencia la violencia, el vandalismo y las
pandillas. He visto a amigos de mis hijos
salir lastimados al caer en la adicción a
las drogas. Trabajo muy duro por mis
hijos para que no se involucren en esto,
pero no todos los padres pueden o saben
como prevenir que sus hijos se involucren. A veces la mala influencia es más
fuerte que nosotros, por eso debemos
intentar erradicarla. Por eso me involucre en la comunidad: Para ayudar “.
--Residente local, Madre y Activista
Comunitaria.

“La tienda de tabaco ha estado allí
durante 6-7 meses, y el impacto número
uno de la tienda es mas crimen. Hemos
visto a mucha más gente sin hogar y
traficantes de drogas a nuestra comunidad. Los clientes llegan a la tienda de
tabaco sin entrar a la tienda para vender
drogas. Nosotros y otra tienda hemos
tenido que llamar a la policía un par de
veces debido a que la gente está causando problemas en el área, gente bajo la
influencia de alcohol o de drogas.
Nuestro negocio atrae a todo tipo de
clientes, desde niños, madres y
ancianos. Pero con una tienda de tabaco
justo enfrente de nosotros, el área por la
noche no es segura para nuestros
clientes. Le mencionamos estas cosas al
propietario, quien dijo que lo hablaría
con la tienda de tabaco, pero no estamos
seguros de que lo hizo. Me preocupa la
seguridad de la comunidad.
-- Dueño de un negocio local
Antes nuestro barrio era tranquilo y
seguro, pero desde que llegaron las tiendas de tabaco y los dispensarios ilegales
de marihuana, han llegado muchas personas de mala influencia. Estas personas
aprovechan cualquier lugar para fumar
marihuana, pero también hay menores
de edad consumiendo estos productos.
Estos establecimientos, junto con las
licorerías y las tiendas de tabaco, han
traído criminales a nuestra comunidad.
Nuestra familia ha sido víctima de robo,
perdimos pertenencias que hemos tenido
que esforzarnos mucho para obtener.
Ahora existe el temor de que nuestro
bienestar esté en riesgo. Sobre todo hay
una gran preocupación de que nuestros
niños tengan estas drogas a su alcance y
estén motivados hacia los vicios que
dañan su mente, su salud y su futuro en
la comunidad.
--Madre del Sur de Fullerton.
Mientras sabemos que el problema es
complicado y que las soluciones no son
simples, esperamos que las historias de
algunas personas afectadas den luz a los
impactos que las tiendas de tabaco,
licorerías y dispensarios ilegales de marihuana tienen en las comunidades de
bajos ingresos. Estas historias no son
únicas, los residentes de estas comunidades las cuentan una y otra vez, ya
que reconocen las desigualdades que
hay sobre sus hijos, comunidades y
negocios como resultado de la presencia
constante de drogas y alcohol en sus
vecindarios.
Mientras conducimos por nuestra ciudad, tengamos ojos para ver las
desigualdades frente a nosotros del otro
lado de las vías del tren.
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Overlay zones are already in use for
historic preservation and rural areas of
the Fullerton, but the HIOZ model is
contemplated as a way to work affordable housing into areas not currently
zoned for such purpose. HIOZs are
promised to provide “context-appropriate development standards” for residential use, and the City would benefit from
increased land values and/or fees associated with expanded residential uses.
Overlay zones were proposed several
years ago in the wake of the failure to
adopt the highly-touted $ 1 million Core
and Corridors Specific Plan, and are
seen as a piecemeal way to achieve the
same residential construction approvals
without the necessity of individual
Planning Commission and City Council
approved variants from the City’s
General Plan. HOIZ planning was funded by a state grant.

Harbor Blvd.

Continued from page 5

W. Valencia Dr.

City Rail District Specific Plan idea presented by Director Foulkes..

not to “receive and file” the City’s proposed specific plan, but rather to “consider taking positive action on pursuing
a creative and original concept for this
area of Fullerton in question.”
Foulkes countered that the City was
not proposing any “land assembly.” He
said he had met with Bushala and
Specific Plans
thought many of their concepts were
Director Foulkes also presented the
similar and aligned, but in subsequent
idea of a Specific Plan for what he called
conversation with The Observer,
the “Rail District,” for a 30-acre area
Bushala said he thought the City’s plansouth of the BNSF (Burlington Northern
ning staff had a different vision for the
and Santa Fe) Railway right of way,
area. For example, speaking about one
Truslow Ave./Valencia
of the many existing
Dr., Harbor Blvd., and
older industrial structhe eastern edge of the
tures in the plan area,
2014 Liberty WalkBushala said, “We could
housing project east of
Director Foulkes
tear that down and build
Euclid St.
presented the idea
a mega-block, but that’s
The footprint is idennot what I want.”
of
a
Specific
Plan
tical to that first proDuring the presentafor what he called
posed by property mantion,
Director Foulkes
the “Rail District,”
ager Tony Bushala sevsaid the rail-adjacent
eral years ago. During
for a 30-acre area
area had been identified
the public comments
south of the BNSF
for development by
early in the March 9
(Burlington Northern “previous councils,” but
study session, Bushala
in a subsequent phone
and Santa Fe)
pointed out that he and
conversation with The
Railway right
a partner had formed a
Observer said the City’s
of way.
legal partnership called
current proposed specifthe Fullerton Rail
ic plan was at least
District, a name they
inspired by the one put
trademarked. Bushala
forth by Bushala, who in
objected to the City
2017 successfully got
“appropriat(ing) the designation that
the Council to issue a Request for
The Fullerton Rail District partnership
Proposals (RFQ) for his plan, which netdevised in 2014.” The district is a mixted no responses. Bushala thinks that the
ture of industrial sites (some stagnant),
City should have instead issued a
warehouses, small business yards, single
Request for Proposals (RFP). The City
family homes, and a 50-foot wide abansubsequently applied for and received a
doned railway line. The City’s Union
$200,000 SCAG (Southern California
Pacific Park is sited on the eastern end
Association of Governments) grant for
of both proposed plans. The park has
mixed
use,
Transit
Oriented
been closed to the public since 2003,
Development housing plans to fund its
first to facilitate toxic cleanup, and then
own Rail District plan, which Foulkes
because neighbors complained that the
said would be presented to the public in
park had become “a hangout for illegal
coming months.
activity.”
Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap said he
Bushala’s proposed district would
was concerned that the City’s Rail
include adaptive reuse of existing strucDistrict plan could result in a “higher
tures in creative new ways, “a sustaindensity neighborhood within dense
able, real mixed-use community, fully
neighborhoods.”
integrated into the texture of the neighCouncilmember Jesus Silva asked
borhood surrounding it; a community
whether or not Inclusionary Housing
that valued historic preservation and the
requirements would be included in the
pursuit of architectural excellence.” By
Specific Plan to allow for more affordcontrast, he called the City’s proposal “a
able housing. Foulkes replied that higher
blanket housing overlay [that] will
density would be offered to developers
almost certainly result in demolishing
in exchange for building affordable
historic structures, in lot consolidation
units. Dunlap didn’t think such
and massive apartment blocks that proInclusionary Housing was necessary,
vide inadequate parking, and create
calling the housing problem a supplyworse traffic circulation.”
driven one. He said that additional
Tony Bushala and/or his brothers own
restrictions would only discourage
a significant portion of the properties in
developers and infringe on the rights of
the proposed district, though not a
property owners.
majority of them. He urged the Council

Mayor Bruce Whitaker said that "byright" mass approval approaches were
problematic, recalling the public’s opposition to the ultimately abandoned Core
and Corridors plan, and cautioning that
“a broad brush could lead to rough sledding.” “By right” approvals allow developers to bypass review by city council
and Planning Commission of some
aspects of their plans. Inclusionary
Housing would drive housing pricing up
as developers were forced to absorb the
costs of affordable units. According to
Whitaker, residents had valid concerns
that further urbanization could result in
a diminishing quality of life in some
areas in the form of increased congestion, rises in crime rates, noise, and air
pollution, and shrinking open space.
No other Specific Plans were presented during the March 9 meeting. In 2010,
Fullerton adopted the Fullerton
Transportation Specific Plan northeast
of the proposed Rail District to develop
mixed-use retail and housing on Cityowned land surrounding the historic
train station. However, no structures
have since been built there although the
City did subsequently enter into an
exclusive agreement with the developer
of a proposed boutique hotel on part of
the land, also, as yet, unbuilt.

Council and Public
Responses
Calling in to the meeting, Jane Rands
expressed concern that too many permissions might be given “by right” to
developers, only to have them sell the
development rights once they are
approved, as happened with the Amplifi
apartments on Commonwealth Ave.
west of Euclid St. She also wanted to
see more aggressive requirements for
road rehabilitation than had been pursued in the past, where new developments would result in more traffic on
City streets.
Foulkes also referred to City properties that are “potentially in need of

update,” including Fullerton’s own City
Hall and Fire Station #1, which includes
a training facility. Both have been the
subject of discussions about how they
might be leveraged to gain newer facilities at no cost to the City while providing existing City-owned land for additional housing. Public commenter Jane
Reifer, of Friends for a Livable
Fullerton, asked what guidelines could
be put into place to prevent developers
from being unfairly advantaged and that
adjacent property owners are not
adversely affected. She cited the
propensity of some developers to “buy,
build, and flip,” and wanted to put a
“massive emphasis on below-market
levels” of housing while avoiding the
“cookie cutter stack and pack” mega
developments that have become the
standard throughout the City and surrounding region.
No one could argue against the need
for more affordable housing, said
Councilmember Fred Jung, who said the
City had for far too long “passive
aggressively” determined what projects
developers could build. Planning staff
had “picked winners and losers,” presenting the Council with limited options
for consideration, citing the plan to sell
City Hall, which has only thus far been
discussed in closed session with no
reports out to the public. He encouraged
City staff to be more efficient and transparent.
Foulkes also reported that the recently
passed federal American Rescue Plan
Act will provide Fullerton with approximately $2 million in homelessness
assistance funds. How the money will
be used has not yet been determined, but
he did note that last year the Council had
approved a recordation that supportive
and permanent housing be allowed on
land owned by religious institutions, as
recommended by the Fullerton
Homeless Plan Committee.
Continued on page 19
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Classical Music Series Comes to The Muck
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center
presents its first ever Classical Music
Series, which will be available free over
live stream. This seven-week series is
produced with the assistance of The
American Federation of Musicians
(AFM Local 7) and Owen Kirschner.
The series kicked off on February 25
at 7:30pm with Jung-A Lee (piano),
Tony Ellis (trumpet), and Owen
Kirschner, and will continue every
Thursday through April 8.
Concerts will stream live on The
Muckenthaler’s
Facebook
page:

www.facebook.com/TheMuckenthaler.
Viewers can watch from a phone, computer, or connected TV by downloading
the Facebook Watch TV App or casting
the stream to their TVs.
Upcoming performances:
March 18 at 7pm: Distant Fires Trio,
Harp Trio (harp, flute, cello)
March 25 at 7pm: Woodwind String
Quartet (violin, woodwinds, viola,
cello)
April 1 at 7pm: Jeeyoon Kim (piano)
April 8 at 7pm: Brass Quintet (2
trumpets, horn, trombone, tuba)

Local Author Releases “Bicycle Odyssey”
Every journey is as unique as the person traveling. In her first publishing
foray, “Bicycle Odyssey” (published by
Balboa Press), Brea resident Carla
Fountain documents a journey of interior discovery as she and her husband
Dermot explore new countries and cultures along their bicycle trek.
This travel memoir details the couple’s journey around the world by bicycle for a year in the early ’90s. They
packed everything they would need on
their bicycles and discovered they needed very few material possessions to be
happy and to live well. They ventured
off the beaten path and welcomed
detours that led to enchanting encounters with exceptional people who shared
their human kindness with them. As they
embark on a challenging bicycling
adventure that not only tests their survival skills but ultimately their relationship, they also learn timeless lessons in
life such as trusting one’s instincts and
staying open to synchronicity.
“Bicycle Odyssey” shares the story of
a rich and enlightening pilgrimage. By
sharing their story, the couple hopes to
inspire and give confidence to others in
pursuing dreams.
“I would like readers to open up to the
possibilities of realizing their dreams no
matter how impossible they might seem.
I would like them to take away the idea
of the benefits gained when we trust in
serendipity, are open to the unexpected,

ARTS
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North Cities Quilt Guild
by Judie Dee
One of the good things that has happened during the past year is that the
members of the North Cities Quilt Guild
have been able to have plenty of time to
sew quilts and pillowcases. They have
made many items for various charities.
These quilts and pillowcases are important to those who may need the love that
a homemade object can provide in their
time of need.
Since March of 2020, over 192 quilts
and 100 pillowcases were presented to
the following organizations:
-Living Well Pregnancy Center
-Orangewood Facility
-Threads of Love
-MOMs

-St. Joseph’s Hospital
-HIS House
-Women’s Transitional Living Center
-Anaheim Family Justice
-Hillcrest Assisted Living
-CA fire victims
-Linus project
-CAST
The residents of these organizations
all appreciate their own decorated pillowcase or quilt. Bright fabrics are used
as well as holiday-themed ones to make
the item special. The North Cities Quilt
Guild meets on the 4th Monday of the
month, presently on zoom where at each
meeting an expert quilter shows their
techniques and quilts. Please check the
website for information on membership:
www.northcitiesquiltguild.org.

Fullerton Community Center Brings
Free ‘Art at Home’ to Seniors
Art at Home brings educational art
opportunities to do in the comfort of
one’s own home. All courses are created
with custom themes and include all necessary materials/supplies conveniently
packaged. Contactless drive-through
pick-up is offered at the Fullerton
Community Center.
Art at Home is a low-cost educational
art program available to all. This project
is funded in part through a grant from
the California Department of Aging, as

allocated by the Orange County Board
of Supervisors and administered by the
Office on Aging. Through this partnership, Art at Home is provided at no cost
to adults ages 60+.
Call (714) 738-6575 to register for the
current Art at Home course while supplies last. Or, register online at
https://fullertoncommunitycenter.com/a
rtathome/.
The Fullerton Community Center is
located at 340 W Commonwealth Ave.

and welcome detours to magical, hidden
places,” the author said.
As an avid traveler and a student of
culture and languages, Carla Fountain
has traveled the world extensively, both
on and off a bicycle. “Bicycle Odyssey”
is her first book. For more details, visit
www.CarlaFountain.com or https://carlafountain.home.blog. Available at
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and best of
all, your local independent bookshop or
bicycle store.

Residents May Give Input
on Future of Hunt Library
The city of Fullerton is working with Arts Orange County and Heritage Future to
revitalize the Hunt Library in order to provide a place of learning through literacy,
arts, and cultural programming for residents and visitors. The goal of the revitalization is to create an aesthetically pleasing place of inspiration, creativity, learning,
and social gathering.
If you would like to participate in a survey to give your ideas about the future of
the Hunt, visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ttcsw92. Spanish and Korean translations are available on the City’s web site www.cityoffullerton.com.

ARTS
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“The Persistence of Memory:
Salvador Dali and His Influence”
@ MUCKENTHALER CULTURAL CENTER

1201 W. Malvern Ave., Fullerton www.themuck.org (714)738-6595
In “The Persistence of Memory,”
works by Dali are interspersed with
works inspired by the master in a variety
of media including film, dance, and
drawing.
On display through April 8. Monday–
Thursday,
12-4pm
$5/group.
Reservations required. Only available
for private viewing. $5 entry fee for
groups of no more than 4 people. Fee
can be paid in cash on arrival or in the
donation section at www.themuck.org.
Each group of no more than 4 people

will have 15 minutes to view the gallery
privately. There will be a buffer time
between reservations to avoid overlapping visits.
All visitors are required to wear masks
covering their mouth and nose at all
times. Please do not visit if you have a
fever or any symptoms of COVID-19,
have tested positive for COVID-19
within the past 14 days, or have had
close contact with anyone who is suspected or confirmed of having COVID19.
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HITS
&
MISSES

by Joyce Mason © 2020

“Taking Up Space”
@ BREA ART GALLERY
1 Civic Center Cir, Brea (714) 990-7730 www.breaartgallery.com
“Taking Up Space” is a deeply personal and intimate group show that features
a diverse group of women artists who
share their stories, cultures, and perspectives through their artistic practices.
Staged to supplement rather than negate
the typically male-dominated exhibitions of the past, this show will highlight
experiences, struggles, and strengths of
these women while providing visitors an
opportunity to look through the eyes of
these talented artists who come together
in this space. Ten artists are featured in
the exhibition: Chloe Allred, Catalina
Bellizzi-Itiola, Hazel Choo, Alexandra
Carter, Lanise Howard, Carmen
Mardonez, Elisa Ortega Montilla,

Juliana Rico, Jacqueline Valenzuela, and
Diane Williams.
Masks, social distancing, and temperature checks are required for entry.
Online shopping with curbside pickup is
still available during the same hours.
The exhibit will also be presented virtually in a variety of ways.
Visitors can learn about future exhibitions
and
workshops
at
breaartgallery.com or by following the
gallery on Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter @breagallery.
Open hours are Wednesday through
Sunday, 12pm – 5pm. For more information, call (714) 990-7731 or visit
www.breaartgallery.com.

Self-Portrait En La Cherry (with Strawberry Fields Forever in the Background)
by Narsiso Martinez

“JUST FOOD”
@ FULLERTON COLLEGE
ART GALLERY
321 E. Chapman Ave (1000 Bldg)
The artists in this exhibition address these issues: creating a just food system, honoring the Earth, valuing the work of those producing our food, respecting food sovereignty, and ensuring that everyone has enough. Featuring work by: Jackie
Amézquita, Sula Bermúdez-Silverman, Narsiso Martinez, Nikki McClure, Sara
Rosenblatt, Chip Thomas. Through May 21. The Gallery is currently closed, however you may access the show virtually at fcjustfood.myportfolio.com.

Begovich Visual Arts Lecture Series
The Begovich Visual Arts Lecture
Series introduces students and the community-at-large to a broad range of interdisciplinary practitioners including
artists, educators, and filmmakers. The
lectures are open to the public and are
presented virtually in conjunction with
classroom and studio disciplines in the

Visual Arts Department.
To learn about other upcoming lectures through the Nicolas and Lee
Begovich Gallery at Cal State
University, Fullerton, visit www.fullerton.edu/arts/art/begovich_gallery/index.
php.

THE UNITED STATES VS. BILLIE HOLIDAY:
A HIT AND A MISS
Winning the most recent Golden
Globe Award for Best Actress in a
Drama, newcomer Andra Day shed 40
pounds, even started smoking, so that
she would look and sound like the iconic
Billie Holiday. Without Day’s charismatic on-stage Billie and her ability to
make us root for Billie even when she is
behaving badly, director Lee Daniels’
(“Precious”) movie would not have
worked.
Screenwriter Suzan-Lori Parks based
her script for “The United States vs.
Billie Holiday” on a chapter from
Johann Hari’s 2015 non-fiction book
“Chasing the Scream: The First and Last
Days of the War on Drugs.” Both Parks
and Hari were interested in exploring
“how Billie Holiday entered the drug
war."
For ten years, Holiday had been
singing in nightclubs and cabarets in
New York, Philadelphia, and other large
cities. She immortalized songs like “All
of Me,” “Ain’t Nobody’s Business,”
“Them There Eyes,” and the haunting
“Strange Fruit.” When audiences asked
for this song, she would say, “I gotta be
pretty high to sing that one.” Based on a
tone-poem that describes a lynching, the
lyrics visibly move her as she sings, “A
fruit for the crows to pluck/ For the rain
to gather, for the wind to suck/ For the
sun to rot, for the trees to drop/ Here is a
strange and bitter crop.”
The Federal Bureau of Narcotics
(FBN) had grown in power since the
1930s and by 1947, its director Harry
Anslinger (Garrett Hedlund) was ready
to take on the jazz world where many
performers were known to be drug users.
He
promised
some
prominent
Congressmen that he would not take on
the likes of Louis Armstrong and Charlie
Parker but would focus on the troublemaker who insisted on singing the controversial “Strange Fruit.” (In the
movie’s opening credits, we learn that
Congress had not as yet passed an antilynching law.)
Knowing that a white FBN agent
would not be able to gain access to the
jazz world, Anslinger assigns a Black
agent, Jimmy Fletcher (Trevante

Rhodes) to the case. Handsome and still
in his military uniform, Jimmy shows up
backstage after one of Billie’s performances. Although they are both married,
there is an immediate attraction between
them and he is soon witnessing the
heavy drug use that precedes and follows most performances, a use that will
lead to her arrest in a Philadelphia nightclub as she sings “Strange Fruit.”
Billie’s attorney advises her to plead
guilty to drug charges and request hospitalization to overcome her habit. She
takes his advice, but the judge sentences
her to a year in prison. Because she now
has a criminal record for drug use, she
will lose her license to perform in nightclubs. But Billie is a serious and much
admired jazz musician and her records
are selling around the world. After her
release from prison, her agent is able to
book Carnegie Hall, where Billie performs before a sold-out audience.
Throughout the movie, we get flashbacks to Billie’s childhood living with
her mother in a brothel and enduring
sexual abuse. We also get brief scenes
depicting her marriage to her manager,
Louis McKay (Rob Morgan), who controls her money and physically abuses
her. Ironically, the most loving relationship she seems to have is with Jimmy,
the agent who has turned her in to the
Bureau but comes to regret it and quits
his job with the Bureau.
“The United States vs. Billie Holiday”
has flaws and it is at times difficult to
follow. Loosely structured and often
frenetic in its pacing, the movie seems
awkwardly edited. There are characters
(such as Tallulah Bankhead) who appear
briefly but are dismissed too quickly.
We also miss the enjoyment of even a
moment of levity or triumph in the
film’s two hours and ten minutes of
screen time. The genius of Holiday’s talent and the loyalty of her fans must have
provided her some joy, if only briefly,
during her career of memorable performances. We would like to have witnessed at least one of those moments.
“The United States vs. Billie Holiday”
can be streamed on Hulu.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.
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Fullerton
Observer
The Fullerton Observer Community
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Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene
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staffed mainly by local volunteers who
create, publish, and distribute the paper
throughout our community.
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residents about the institutions and other
societal forces which most impact their
lives, so that they may be empowered to
participate in constructive ways to keep
and make these private and public entities
serve all residents in lawful, open, just,
and socially-responsible ways. Through
our extensive coverage, we seek to promote a sense of community and an appreciation for the values of diversity with
which our country is so uniquely blessed.
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Out of My Mind
by Jon Dobrer © 2020

Can the Oprah-Meghan Markel
Interview Help Save the World?
This column is not about celebrity. a miserable marriage for Charles and
Meghan and Harry, and more important- Diana, divorce, scandal, and death. This
ly, the behavior of the Royal family and caused Charles’ popularity to crater. It
its attendant bureaucracy may offer les- wasn’t helped by the Queen resisting a
sons on how to save ourselves both per- public act of mourning and lowering the
sonally and societally from destruction. flag over the Palace to half-staff.
My issue is not whether things were Protocol and precedent overrule humanreally intolerable in the Palace for ity and compassion and prove that the
Meghan. We know that being in a cage, Palace, in general, and the Queen, in
even a gilded one, can be intolerable. particular, are tone deaf.
We know that Harry’s mother was drivThus, when the Sussexes tried to step
en to self-destructive acts by the restric- back from the pain, they were pushed
tions, the uncaring Palace establishment off the cliff—cut off from money, physand the tabloids, not to
ical security, and were
mention a husband who
attacked.
Prince
neither supported nor
Charles, apparently not
loved her.
a prince of a fellow, is
We may think that
alleged by Harry to
The larger issue,
Meghan, who was a
have stopped taking
going from the
grown woman with expehis calls! Does he not
Royal Soap Opera
rience of the world, the
remember his own
to the universal,
media and celebrity had a
painful history? Is
better idea of what to
there no reflection,
is this: Does it take
expect than young Diana.
insight, or learning?
experiencing an
On the contrary. Being a
Leading up to the
existential threat
woman who had lived,
interview, the Palace
to get our attention
had power and independattacked Meghan and
ence, she would be more,
announced that they,
and change
not less, likely to rebel
the soon to be alleged
our behavior—
against having her life so
bullies
themselves,
or misbehavior?
constrained even with a
were opening an inveshusband who both suptigation of Meghan
ported and loved her.
concerning her bullyThe interview alleged
ing. The Palace’s
systemic racism both in
instinct, tradition, and
the tabloids and the
practice is to attack,
Palace. It also revealed that when seek- believing that the best defense is always
ing professional help for depression, she offense. This is disastrous.
was turned down because the optics
Finally, on Tuesday, following the airwould have been bad. Can we all agree ing of the interview in Britain, the
that the post-interview optics couldn’t Palace broke with tradition and did
be worse?
something right. The announcement was
The Palace almost always reacts to made, in the Queen’s name, that though
crises in exactly the wrong way. They recollections might differ, they took the
fight and smear and never think beyond issues of the semi-royal couple’s reports
what they wrongly think are the interests of racism and lack of support seriously
of the Palace and always fail to consider and would deal with it as a family and
the human beings involved. The Palace that Harry, Meghan, and Archie would
tried to control King Edward’s love for always be a beloved part of the family.
Wallis Simpson, which led to crisis and
Why the change? Other family crises
abdication. Learning nothing, they for- were embarrassing or painful but this
bad Princess Margaret from marrying one could constitute an existential threat
her great love, Peter Townsend. This led to the monarchy. Charles, who had rehato a bad marriage, a royal divorce, and bilitated himself and Camilla, until the
alcoholism.
TV series “The Crown,” was sinking
Again, learning nothing from experi- fast. The royals didn’t look human. And
ence, they worked assiduously to break while the Queen is personally beloved,
up Prince Charles and Camilla (even especially for her longevity, the institubefore her first marriage) and that led to tion was threatened.

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the community. The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions
are those of the writer. We must verify your identity, but we allow initials only and town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in print if a
reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. Opinions sent
to us without name, address and phone number will not be printed. Due
to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of getting in. Please
add your contact information so we can verify. Thanks!
contact@fullertonobserver.com

The Early April 2021 issue will
hit the stands on March 29.
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So, the larger issue, going from the
Royal Soap Opera to the universal, is
this: Does it take experiencing an existential threat to get our attention and
change our behavior—or misbehavior?
Beyond knowing that our nation has
very serious challenges, does it take a
near-death experience to truly get it and
move the challenge from our heads to
our guts?
Our democracy is threatened on many
fronts. How frightened, threatened, or
damaged must we be to engage these
already present existential threats with
seriousness and commitment?
We have insurrection—from the Left
in the 60s-70s and from the Right right
now. Why isn’t it clear that we already
have the most well-armed and unregulated militias in our history? Can our
Democracy survive organized, often by
social media, insurrectionists who
believe in their cause with fervor and are
willing to win “by any means necessary”? Forget their causes and understand their power to destroy.
Can our Democracy survive our racial
divisions, or will we change our ambition from E Pluribus Unum to E
Pluribus Misos (Hatred)? Left to
devolve, our divisions will become
chasms and we will fracture. Can angry
and violent groups, organized around
grievances, shatter our society? Of
course. The idea that “It can’t happen
here,” is a form of American exceptionalism based on a faith that is itself based
on denial.
Can our Democracy survive voter
suppression, with 251 bills in State
Houses trying to restrict access to the
polls—disproportionately
affecting
People of Color? In Democracy the voters choose their representatives. Now
the representatives are trying to choose
their voters?
Can our world and this precious
experiment called humanity survive our
unwillingness to take our environment
seriously enough to change how we live,
or must there be massive extinction
events? It took a 5-day smog occurrence
in 1952 that killed nearly 10,000 people
to get the Londoners to ban coal stoves.
How many have to die from the pollution of our air, water, and the earth itself
for us to understand that this existential
threat is exacerbated by our denial?
COVID-19 is a mass casualty event. It
should shatter our denial and pierce our
defenses, but we get sidetracked by the
politics of masks, social distancing, and
make it about partisan politics and not
about life and death.
My only hope comes from the fact
that, so far, the British monarchy seems
capable of finally learning. If they can
appreciate the self-made threat to their
existence, perhaps we too can respond
to our challenges with passion, good
will, and commitment—before it’s too
late.

HR 1
When Representative Young Kim
voted against HR1, The For The People
Act, she voted to limit and restrict voting
access. She voted against a bill that
would help ensure all citizens have
unimpeded opportunity to vote.
We are fortunate in Orange County to
have successful Automatic Voter
Registration, to have validated same-day
registration, to have easy mail-in voting,
and convenient voting locations.
It works here! Does Young Kim not
want that for the rest of the country?
Sally Zivitz
Fullerton
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Johnson & Johnson Vaccine Misinformation
It’s very disturbing to me that so many COVID. This is their most important
people who support the COVID vac- characteristic.
cines are spreading the misinformation
The JJ vax requires only one shot and
that the Johnson &
can be transported, and
Johnson (JJ) vaccine is
stored under normal refrigless effective than
eration. Thus, it is much
Moderna or Pfizer. The
cheaper and easier to transimplication is that the JJ
port and store, and the
All three of
is therefore inferior to
quantities manufactured,
these treatments
the other two, thus postransported, and stored can
are equally
sibly discouraging folks
cover twice as many recipeffective at
from seeking or acceptients as the other two.
ing this vaccine version.
All these differences are
preventing
JJ is not an inferior
tremendous
virtues when it
severe disease,
vaccine option.
comes
to
cost
and ease of
hospitalization,
Their clinical trials
reaching more people per
and death.
occurred under very difdollar cost of vaccinating
ferent circumstances,
our huge and geographicalwith JJ being challenged
ly diverse American popuby the virus variants that
lation.
had begun to emerge in large numbers.
So please, everyone, stop spreading
Neither Pfizer nor Moderna faced this misinformation about the latest miracle
challenge.
weapon in our COVID-battling arsenal.
It is entirely unknown so far how Be thankful it’s here, seek it out just like
these other two vaccines would fare you would Pfizer and Moderna, and
against this different challenge. Better accept it if offered. It is bringing us even
than JJ, the same, ....or worse?
closer to conquering this worldwide
All three of these miracle treatments scourge.
are equally effective at preventing
severe disease, hospitalization, and
Arlene Hoffman
death for anyone who does contract
Fullerton

On Congressmember Young Kim’s
Recent Voting Record
Congresswoman Young Kim represents District 39, which includes
Fullerton. Since taking office in January
of this year, Rep. Kim has largely voted
along partisan likes, which has meant
joining house Republicans in voting
against many key bills. Here are some of
these recent key bills on which Rep.
Kim has voted “No.”

• For the People Act of 2021 (HR 1):
Expands voter registration and voting
access, limits removing voters from
voter rolls, and requires states to establish independent redistricting commissions to carry out congressional redistricting, among other election-related
provisions. Passed in the House 220210.

• Enhanced Background Checks
Act of 2021 (HR 1446): Requires a federal firearms licensee to wait 10 business days for a completed background
check before transferring a firearm to an
unlicensed individual. Passed in the
House 219-201.

• George Floyd Justice in Policing
Act of 2021 (HR 1280): Requires
increased accountability for law
enforcement misconduct, increases
transparency and data collection, and
prohibits discriminatory policing practices. Passed in the House 220-212.

• American Rescue Plan Act of 2021
(HR 1319): Established additional relief
to address the continued impact of
COVID-19 on the economy, public
health, state and local governments,
individuals, and businesses. Passed in
the House 220-211.

• Equality Act (HR 5): prohibits discrimination based on sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity in areas
including public accommodations and
facilities, education, federal funding,
employment, housing, credit, and the
jury system. Passed in the House 224206.

• Protecting the Right to Organize
Act of 2021 (HR 842): Expands labor
protections related to employees' rights
to organize and collectively bargain in
the workplace. Passed in the House 225206.

• Impeaching Donald John Trump,
President of the United States, for
high crimes and misdemeanors (H.
Res 24): Passed in the House 232-197
but failed in the Senate 57-43
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Homeless in RVs + Short Term Rentals:
Two Sides of the Same Coin… CA/Orange
County/Fullerton’s Housing Crisis…
It’s about CA’s housing crisis…
Throughout California, Orange County,
and Fullerton, we’re short 100,000 housing units.
Homeless individuals and families in
RVs are living on Fullerton’s streets.
However, soon our streets will be free of
them as the City Council voted on
November 17 to more or less run them
out of town and although there’s now a
lawsuit, Council continues to look at
ways to accomplish this travesty of justice.
Why are there individuals and families
living in RVs? There’s not enough
affordable housing, or just housing in
general in Fullerton, Orange County,
California.
So, if you’re an individual and/or a
family who has to live in an RV on
Fullerton streets because there’s no
housing for you, you are criminalized.
On the other side of the same coin,
what does Fullerton’s City Council do?
They approve the Short-Term Rental
Ordinance Amendment that allows 495+
short term rentals to operate in the city.
495+ homes/housing in Fullerton now

off the market!
So, if you rent your house, apartment,
condo etc. or buy an investment property in Fullerton and turn it into a shortterm rental for tourists, that’s okay, there
will be no criminalization for you by the
city of Fullerton for taking a possible
HOME/HOUSING off the market so
you can make $$$ off tourists,
And by the way, most of these 495+
Short-Term Rentals are in District 4,
however, Councilmember Zahra voted
FOR this amendment.
The conclusion? Short-term rentals
are okay with the city of Fullerton even
though you’re adding to CA/Orange
County/Fullerton’s housing shortage.
But if you’re living in an RV because
you can’t find affordable housing the
city of Fullerton kicks you out of town
because there’s NO housing for you!
Does anyone else other than me see
the hypocrisy in these actions by
Fullerton’s City Council?
Susan Petrella
Fullerton

Back to Confusion
by Nathan Wayne Guerrero
Many people on opposing sides of the
political spectrum are in agreement that
online schooling has been challenging
for teachers and students. In an ideal
world, a vaccine approved for all ages
would be available and accessible now,
and kids would be full-time learning on
campus. Until the ideal becomes a reality, teachers must figure out more innovative ways to improve their hectic semi
in-person and/or online classes.
When COVID-19 first started to
manipulate the structure of modern society, many (if not all) schools went completely virtual. Some school districts
recently decided to start holding in-person classes, while still providing the
online option. Teachers with both virtual
students and in-person students are find-

ing it hard to focus on both groups at the
same time trying to engage with in-person students, while parents are watching
their children being neglected onscreen. When children on-screen are
doing something distracting to the inperson students, it causes one thing:
confusion.
Schools and their districts face three
very tough options. First, they can continue supporting confused partial in-person and online classes, giving little
focus to either. Second, they can put students fully online, angering parents who
feel their child is lacking proper education. The schools final and most preposterous option is transferring students
almost completely to in-person, eliminating online classes, and increasing the
chances of children getting infected and
spreading it to their families.

How Important are Local
Community Newspapers?
The Fullerton Observer volunteer
journalists are members of the community. They care about the well-being of
all the people, and they want to help
everyone have a voice so they can make
a difference. The Observer volunteers
encourage social cohesion and political
activism by reporting on what is going
on in police departments, school boards,
and City and County government.
Reporting on these meetings is timeconsuming for the reporter, but very
informative for the public.
Volunteer journalists take care and
time to make sure that both sides of a
problem are represented and as much
information is presented to allow readers to come to a reasonable solution.
They work hard to get readers the information that allows them to make
informed decisions on taxes, damage
and repairs to infrastructure, political
and corporate corruption, just to name a
few topics.
When no one is watching local government to keep it accountable to the
public, government becomes ever more

powerful. The Fullerton Observer journalists work to hold those in power to
account. Newspapers allow the public to
participate in democracy rather than
react to the decisions made by those in
powerful positions. This is a community
effort. To submit stories or let us know
of concerns or if there is something we
should
be
aware
of,
email:
contact@fullertonobserver.com or write
to: PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA, 92834.
Your voice matters.

Would you like to carry
the Fullerton Observer
Newspaper in your place
of business?
Let us know by e-mailing
contact@fullertonobserver.com
or calling 714-525-6402.
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Polly Anna Mattingly
Polly passed away at the age of 91 in
her Fullerton home of 67 years. She was
born July 18, 1929, to James Murl
Longnaker and Pauline Hallmann
Longnaker. She grew up in Los Angeles
where she graduated from George
Washington High School in 1947 and
attended LA City College and
Chouinard Art Institute (now California
Institute of the Arts). She loved to ride
the LA streetcars and buses to school in
her early days, as well as go to Santa
Monica Beach with friends. She was
proud to be a past honored queen of
Job’s Daughters in her early years.
Polly’s family often vacationed at
Bass Lake, CA. This is where she met
her husband John, who grew up there.
Bass Lake became a family favorite destination that continues with her surviving family. Polly and John had four children: Jim, Ann (Richard), Steven
(Angela), and Rich. John passed away at
a young age, so Polly acted as both
mother and father in raising them. Polly
was known for her participation in PTA,
Scouting, and dance productions with
her children. She was a member of First
Presbyterian Church in Fullerton for 60
years and past President of Fullerton Art
Association. She went back to school at
the age of 47, graduated with a degree in
Art from California State University,
Fullerton while working for BI
Technology. She retired from BI
Technology after 20 years. Polly had
many interests and talents that included:
painting, sewing and dress design, classical music, and Southwest Culture and

Arts. She loved to travel and camp out
of her VW campervan in later years.
Polly was preceded in death by her
husband John, brothers James and
Oliver, and parents. She is survived by
her four children, seven grandchildren, 4
great-grandchildren, extended family,
and many friends and neighbors.
Polly will be remembered for her extra
caring and friendly nature, positive attitude, and many talents.
Memorial donations may be given in
Polly’s name to The National
Parkinson’s Foundation www.parkingson.org, First Presbyterian Church,
Fullerton Memorial Fund www.fpcfullerton.org or Cal State Fullerton
College
of
the
Arts
www.fullerton.edu/arts.
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Lynne Hyde Bibler

Lynne Hyde Bibler, passed away in
Keller, Texas, on March 1, 2021 after a
long illness with Alzheimer’s and
Parkinson‘s. She grew up in Torrance,
CA and upon graduating from the
University of the Pacific, where she met
her loving husband of 56 years, she
returned to Torrance and taught elementary education for 5 years. John’s work
brought them to Fullerton, CA and for
the next 47 years, she and John and their
daughters Margot (Scott) and Stacie
(Pence) became fixtures of the Fullerton
community. As an empty nester, she
then returned to the classroom and
taught ESL (English as a Second
Language) in the Fullerton High School
District for approximately 7 years.
Lynne found time to volunteer her many
talents to Mother Goose Guild and
National Assistance League of
Fullerton. In both organizations she
received notable recognitions for her
countless hours of service. In one way or
another, Lynne’s thumb print was on
each donated garment sold in the
Fullerton “Bargain Box” thrift shop. She
spent countless hours stitching CHOC
Bears, along with handmade ornaments
for the Mother Goose Guild, and
Christmas Tree Brunch for Orange

County Children’s Hospital. She is survived by her husband John, sister Gail
Hyde, daughters Margot and Stacie
(Michael and Dean), grandchildren
Turner, Coleton, John, and Raegan.
Lynne is predeceased by her parents
Donald and Melvin Mae Hyde. There
will be no memorial service. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donation may be
made to Assistance League of Fullerton,
which would be of lasting value in her
honor (www.assistanceleague.org/fullerton/donate-2).

Greg Fowler
by Barbara Giasone
Fullerton. He held the “Keys to the
Kingdom,” 50 to be exact, that opened
every nook and cranny on the 65,000square-foot Fullerton First United
Methodist Church property. Fowler,
who maintained the church for 36 years,
died Feb. 14 following a short battle
with cancer. He was 66.
Born in the old Fullerton Cottage
Hospital to George and Genny Fowler,
he was baptized and married in the
Church. Fowler traced his skills to his
father, who worked for Fullerton Union
High School District maintenance
before teaching English at Fullerton
High.
Church
congregant
Richard
Quackenbush recalled working with
Greg when Edison contracted with the
church to save electricity. “Greg spent a
month changing 100 4-foot florescent
light fixture ballasts to electronic, and
removing 80 old 8-foot fixtures weighing 40 pounds each. He was always at

Daniel Bustle with his brother at Laguna Lake.

AFTER LOSING CHILD TO NEUROBLASTOMA,
FAMILY STARTS FUNDRAISER
church with a smile and kind words.”
Survivors include Greg’s wife of 44
years, Lois; daughters Rebecca and
Jennifer; brothers Grant, Gary, and
Geoff; and two nieces.
Donations in Greg’s memory may be
made out to the church, 114 N. Pomona
Ave., Fullerton, CA 92832 with Greg’s
name in the memo section.

COVID-19 Deaths as of March 13
Global: 2,651,985
United States: 545,544
California: 55,455
Orange County: 4,408
Fullerton: 266

by Saskia Kennedy-Kilpatrick
Fullerton Resident Daniel Bustle was
diagnosed with neuroblastoma when he
was 3 years old. “He wanted to lay down
all the time, was crankier than usual, and
didn’t want to eat,” his mother, Karin
explained, “That is when we began to
suspect something was not right.”
Standard therapies range from surgery
and radiation for low-risk patients to
chemotherapy, bone marrow transplant,
and immunotherapy for high-risk
patients.
However, in Daniel’s case, it became
evident that these therapies were ineffective. The tumors were growing.
Karin and Dave turned to Dr. Araz
Marachelian at Children’s Hospital of
Los Angeles who enrolled Daniel in
multiple trials. Though the trials reduced
and slowed the tumors they could not
save him.
“Our son, Daniel, died on February
5th, 2021, He was 6 years old,” Daniel’s
father, Dave said.
“We did not want another family to
suffer. We asked Dr. Marachelian what

we could do and She directed us to New
Approaches to Neuroblastoma Therapy
(NANT),” Karin stated.
The NANT consortium is a group of
universities and children’s hospitals
with research and treatment programs
specifically for neuroblastoma. As Karin
and Dave explained, “We decided to
help raise awareness and funds, so that
they might one day find a cure and it
will be Daniel’s Legacy. We don’t need
anything, but there are a lot of families
that will benefit from funds raised to
find a cure.”
“Mayor Whitaker will adjourn the
March 16 Council meeting in Daniel’s
memory. The meeting can be watched
live on the website www.cityoffullerton.com and go to the City Clerk tab, go
to City Council meetings click 3/16/21
date and click on the video for live
broadcast,” said Karin.
You can contribute to a neuroblastoma
fundraiser by visiting www.chla.org then
click on the 'ways to help" tab and "find
a fundraising page" where you can put
in Daniel Bustle, their son's name: connect.chla.org/goto/danielbustle.
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Those who Died without a Fixed Abode
(homeless) in February 2021 in OC
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Source: OC Coroner’s Office
Michael CASAS died on January 29 in Fullerton
Christian BELLO died on February 3 in Santa Ana
Apolinar MENDEZ died on February 4 in Santa Ana
David CISNEROS died on February 5 in Placentia
Manuel VALDEZ-SALMERON died on February 6 in Santa Ana Benigno
BERBER III died on February 7 in Santa Ana
David PILKINGTON died on February 7 in Fountain Valley
Christian STONE died on February 8 in Huntington Beach
Wade LINK IV died on February 9 in Stanton
Jose VAZQUEZ died on February 10 in Westminster
William MANZAGOL died on February 13 in Newport Beach
Terry EVANS died on February 14 in Anaheim
Joseph GRIFFIN died on February 15 in San Clemente
Morgan PLEASANT died on February 15 in La Palma
Mark ARRINGTON died on February 15 in Anaheim
Sherwood HARRIS died on February 17 in Garden Grove
Jeff WALKER died on February 17 in Santa Ana
Silverio MIRELES died on February 18 in La Habra
David HUSSEY died on February 18 in La Habra
Andres CHAVEZ died on February 22 in Santa Ana
Ronald DAVIS died on February 24 in Santa Ana
Amilcar QUINONEZ died on February 24 in Fullerton
James PUENTES died on February 25 in Anaheim
Alfredo CASTILLO died on February 25 in Anaheim
Andrew PEREZ died on February 25 in Santa Ana
Elizabeth ORTIZ died on February 26 in Santa Ana
Nelson GUAY died on February 27 in Garden Grove
Karina ESPINOZA died on February 27 in Santa Ana
Raymond HARDIMAN died on February 28 in Santa Ana

A Conversation About
Community Choice Energy
Continued from page 10
OCPA needs to achieve a certain opinion forward so customers undersize/number of member cities to be able stand the importance of this not only
to achieve the kind of savings through from an environmental perspective, but
economies of scale. Are we close to from their own pocketbook. I urge those
that?
who have concerns to look at what other
CCEs have done—San Diego, Silicon
Jung: I think we’re going to get there, Valley, etc. These groups are on the foreand this is a pretty easy win for every- front of this and I’m excited as an electbody. What’s interesting is that this goes ed official in Fullerton that one of the
across party lines. Politics is so partisan oldest cities in Orange County is taking
these days, but this is something that a leadership role to be really forwardconservatives like just as much as pro- thinking.
gressives do. They like the fact that
there’s choice involved. They like the
What are some of the biggest chalfact that this involves the free market lenges you’ve faced in getting cities and
working. So, I am convinced that this people to support this new entity?
will become something much greater
than what we’re discussing right now. I
Graham: I think the biggest challenge
think within a handful of years, this will is that we live in a culture of misinforbe just the norm, for all of us.
mation. The hurdle we face is getting the
accurate information out there.
It seems like SCE might not be in Therefore, it’s important that we have
favor of this change. Do you foresee advocates who talk about the three E’s of
them trying to stop it?
sustainability. And that means educating
as many people as possible. It’s talking
Castaneda: SCE are going to be part- to you, going to the Rotary club, going
ners. The California Public Utilities has to schools, going everywhere we can.
a code of conduct, and they created this But we live during COVID, which
to tell all the investor-owned utilities makes it harder to fight the misinforma(like SCE) that they can’t take a position tion. I’m a big believer in transparency
for or against CCE because they’re a and communication because if we’re not
direct competitor to their energy sup- transparent and don’t communicate, it
ply/generation charges.
leads to gossip, rumors, and misinformaJung: Just think about what we’ve tion. So, it’s super important that we
gone through in the last 15 years with communicate with the public.
the coal industry. Coal was at one point
this country’s leading energy provider.
What kind of public outreach have
But over time we got smart and climate you already done or do you plan on
advocates told us “no,” we’ve got to do doing?
a better job. And now we’re moving
away from that. But think how much the
Graham: If you want to hear from us,
coal lobby and the vested interests in we’ll come to your group. We want to
coal pushed back on that. So, we’re come to your HOA, your Rotary Club,
going to get folks who are against this, your Kiwanis, and just hear us out, you
which is reasonable, and I would expect know? You don’t have to agree with us,
that. But the role of anybody who is but just get the correct information.
doing something new is to make sure
To learn more visit www.ocpower.org
that, 1) You’re serving the public in a or e-mail Antonia Castro Graham at
meaningful way, and, 2) Drive public antonia@ocpower.org.

TO PUZZLE
“COLOR TV”
on page 7:

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since 2014.

Housing Plan Study Session
Continued from page 13
Director Foulkes introduced the new
Housing Game Plan web site (www.cityoffullerton.com/housinggameplan) to
familiarize people with the City’s plan
to address California’s “Housing
Crisis.” The site includes videos, maps,
statistics, and even a 5 - 10 minute survey that participants can complete in
both English and Spanish, though not
Korean language, as Council member
Jung pointed out. (Foulkes promised to
include a Korean version.) Jung also
took issue with the Housing Game
Plan’s advisory committee not including
any developers or business owners
among its membership. The so-called
"Housing Champions," to whom Jung
referred, are acknowledged in the presentation and were referred to by Foulkes
as a “sounding board” who meet weekly
to help the City staff craft its housing
plan. The 11 members include two current Planning Commissioners, Elizabeth
Hansburg and José Trinidad Castañeda,

Take the Fullerton
Housing Survey
The Housing Game Plan is a comprehensive multi-faceted plan to address
Fullerton's housing needs. Get involved
by sharing your housing priorities, take
the survey today (English/Spanish). To
learn
more,
visit
cityoffullerton.com/housinggameplan.
You can also continue to stay in touch
with all of the City’s development initiatives by visiting the Fullerton Town
Square, the intersection of people and
place, at cityoffullerton.com/fullertontownsquare.

as well as one recent one, Chris Gaarder.
Hansburg leads a group called People
for Housing OC, part of a “YIMBY”
(“Yes in My Backyard”) network, who
advocate for “new housing proposals
and projects that expand housing opportunities,” according to the 501C-4
group’s website.
The Housing Champions also include
Barry Ross of Providence St. Joseph’s
Health, Habitat for Humanity’s Leonel
Talavera, Mohammad Raghib of the
Islamic Center of Fullerton, Jay
Williams and Frank Haselton of OC
United, Laura Riegler from CSUF
Facilities, Kevin Mo-Wong from
Solidarity, which works to improve
immigrant Latino neighborhoods, and
Amy Santos of CSUF’s Center for
Healthy Neighborhoods. The group’s
meetings are not open to the public and
no minutes are kept for public inspection.
The City Council unanimously voted
to receive and file the report.
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Hillcrest Park
Duck Pond
is Completed
The Hillcrest Park Lily/Duck Pond is
completed and open for residents to
enjoy. With the recent rains, ducks were
seen swimming in the pond.

Lions Club members donating masks.

Lions Club Donates Masks and Food
The Fullerton Host Lions Club was
very busy during February. We distributed 1000 face masks in front of Food 4
Less. Then a call to action from CA
Lions Care set us and our partner United
Sikhs in motion to collect non-perishable food donations during all of
February. We collected 5800 pounds of
food which was shared with the Caring
Hands Pantry and Hot Meals Ministry.
We want to thank everyone who partici-

pated for your kindness and donations.
March begins with our annual student
speaker contest for scholarships and
continues with planning our Fullerton
youth chess tournament.
To help us continue our food drive and
to be involved in any other events,
please contact:
Steve Collier: schedulingsteve@sbcglobal.net.

Lions Club members donating food.

