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LIVE ENTERTAINMENT IS BACK
Getting back to normal has never sounded so good. The Summer Concerts in the Park series runs through August 4, and many restaurants
are bringing live music to celebrate the recovery. There are also plenty of art events, ballet, and out door activities.
See our calendar on pages 10 and 11 or online at www.fullertonobserver.com. Go out, have fun, and remember to be safe! - PHOTO BY JENNIFER SILVA

Decision to improve
Pacific Drive Park
Postponed by Jesse La Tour
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Assemblyperson Sharon Quirk-Silva and other officials with Rancho La Paz
homeowners in front of Fullerton City Hall introducing a bill to stabilize mobile
home rents in February 2020. Over 600 Fullerton residents will now have protection.

GOVERNOR SIGNS MOBILE HOME
RENT STABILIZATION BILL
“The residents of Rancho La Paz
Mobile Home Park cannot adequately
express their gratitude and appreciation
for Assembly Bill 978. Over 600 residents will now have protection from rent
increases that have forced us to skip medication and seek food donations to pay
unsustainable rent increases,” said Lupe
Ramirez, Rancho La Paz Mobile Home
Park resident. “Double-digit rent increases over the past three years have affected
all of us. As seniors, veterans, and disabled residents, we now have some protections and know we have not been
ignored or forgotten by our State leaders.
The residents of Rancho La Paz may now
have some peace.”
"Mobile home owners deserve stable
and
secure
housing,"
said
Assemblymember David Chiu, Chair of
the Assembly Committee on Housing and
Joint Author of the bill. "I am grateful to

Governor Newsom and Assemblymember
Quirk-Silva for working diligently on this
important legislation to keep Californians
housed.”
After a two-year journey, AB 978, provides rent gouging protections by prohibiting management of a mobile home
park that is located within, and governed
by, two or more incorporated cities from
increasing rental rate for a space in the
park by more than three percent (3%) plus
the percentage change in the cost of living, with a maximum total of five percent
(5%).
“As we continue to deal with the
COVID-19 pandemic, we need to do
more to keep people in their homes," said
Assemblywoman Quirk-Silva. "I am
thankful that Governor Newsom signed
this important measure as we continue to
address the housing crisis facing
California."

Improvements to Pacific Drive Park
were briefly discussed at the July 20
City Council meeting. Councilmember
Jung asking to continue the discussion
to the August 3 meeting, as he was concerned about the cost, and wondered if it
was cheaper to use recycled materials.
Councilmember Zahra, who did not
support continuing the item, said that
the project has been in the making for a
long time and the community has been
waiting.
David Grantham, a civil engineer with
the City of Fullerton, said that the park
improvement project was the result of
years of planning with the community.
“The design is essentially a collaboration between the city and the residents
as to what they wanted to see and be
able to use at the park. This Park has
been planned for 3-4 years now, and for
numerous reasons has been delayed
until we got to where we are now,”
Grantham said.
Community leader Egleth Nunnci
said, “I’m one of the community leaders
who has been fighting for this park for
so many years. We had so many community meetings and finally got
approval of the park. We have advocated
over and over for the park. This is the
only place for families to go and enjoy a
park. Please take into consideration our
time. Please consider the needs of the
residents and neighbors of this park.
People want to see something get done
for our area.”
The proposed improvements will be
paid for with federal Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funding and park dwelling fees.
The project includes renovating the
existing park with new playground
equipment, concrete walkways, new
exercise equipment, a new basketball
court, new benches, and picnic tables.
City Maintenance staff will complete
minor rehabilitation of the parking lot
during the park renovation.
Continued on Page 3
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES

AUGUST 2021

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or by email to: councilmembers@cityoffullerton.com

July 6 Meeting
Closed Session: It was reported by
the city attorney that during Closed
Session, the Council had unanimously
approved Purdue Pharma L.P.’s bankruptcy plan and the appeal of attorney
fees in the City’s legal dispute with Air
Combat U.S.A.
The Council also voted 3 - 2 to adopt a
non-binding project framework for a
boutique hotel on the grounds of the
Fullerton Transportation Center. The
city had previously entered an Exclusive
Negotiating Agreement (ENA) with the
developer, whose project and sale of the
property would still need to be approved
in a public hearing by the Council. Prior
to the Closed Session decision, resident
Jane Reifer noted that she would have
preferred to see a Request for Proposals
issued to develop the site rather than
through an ENA.

Public Comments
Several residents spoke about the
revised parking ordinance adopted last
November intended to make it difficult
to park RVs and trailers without authorization for extended periods of time.
Jenny urged the Council to stop criminalizing homelessness; Curt Johnston
pointed out that people experiencing
homelessness cannot legally be ticketed
if there is no place provided for them to

sleep, and asked why that law should not
apply to those who are homeless but living in RVs. Curtis Gamble said the
City’s Safe Parking Program was supposed to provide locations for people to
park their vehicles, and suggested that
some of the $16 million in American
Recovery Act funding should be used to
help those with no homes and that the
city should stop “bullying the homeless.” Jacki Danus asked the Council to
stop ticketing RVs that people like themselves live in. Jacki said there were 36
parking spaces on Walnut Ave, enough
room for 18 RVs. Jesse Genera said
police had impounded his trailer, leaving
him with none of his possessions & no
money, effectively homeless.
Another speaker said she thought the
Council had been intimidated into moving the Pride flag from the front of City
Hall to the flagpole, and submitted a list
of other suggested flags to also be flown
on the pole.
City Manager Steve Danley reported
that the city is projected to end the
2020/2021 fiscal year with a $ 4 million
surplus.
Jane Reifer asked about the Council’s
use of Zoom for public communications.
The City Clerk said that Zoom would
continue through September. Jane asked
that Consent items 2 & 3 be pulled for
further discussion.

Pulled for Discussion:
Consent Item 2 - City’s Legislative
Platform, an annual statement of positions on state legislation. Jane Reifer
spoke in favor of the Platform’s opposition to SB9, a Senate bill that would
allow 6 housing units on any current single family home property, and an additional 2 units with local government
approval. Reifer urged the Council to
add a statement in opposition to SB10, a
companion bill that would allow 10 to
14 apartments on single family home
lots throughout the state. Mayor
Whitaker noted that the Council’s opposition to SB9 was consistent with maintaining local control, but Council member suggested opposing SB10. Instead, it
was approved as presented, with 4 “yes”
votes and one abstention by Council
member Ahmad Zahra.
Consent Item 3 - End of the local State
of Emergency. Fullerton Fire Chief
Adam Loeser assured resident Egleth
Nuncci that terminating the State of
Emergency would not put Fullerton at
risk of losing government reimbursements.
Board Appointments: Arnel Dino
was appointed and ratified by city council for an unscheduled vacancy on the
Planning Commission for unexpired
term ending December 31, 2024. Arnel
Dino was appointed and ratified by city
council.
Electronic Billboard: The Council
voted 5 to 0 to issue a Conditional Use
Permit (CUP) at 303 N Placentia Ave
near the 57 fwy for an electronic billboard. Although the Council approved
the use of electronic signs in August
2020, the firm General Outdoor
Advertising is the first applicant. The
sign will be 66 feet in height, with two
14 ft by 48 ft display faces. The City will
be allowed to run “one eight-second
Public Service Message per minute”

continually on the signs as part of the
agreement. The City will also realize
12% of net gross receipts from the sale
of billboard ads. The Planning
Commission approved the sign on May
26.
Deferral of Development Impact
Fees: Last May the Council adopted a
program to defer certain Development
Impact Fees usually required up front by
developers. No developers applied for
the program, but according to City
Planner Heather Allen, several intend to
do so. According to the Agenda Report:
“The impact fees deferred under this
Program include: Parks Acquisition and
Development Fee, Traffic Impact
Mitigation Fee, Sanitation Fee, and
General Plan Update Fee.” Council
voted 5 - 0 to extend the program for an
additional year to help facilitate development in the City.
RV Parking: Council approved 5 - 0
the revision of a parking ordinance
adopted last November intended to
make it difficult to park RVs and trailers
without authorization for extended periods of time. The revisions refine the definition of RV and clarifies language
“regarding permit issuance and the permissible timeframe for use of power
generators.” Jesse, the man who spoke
earlier in the meeting about his RV being
seized, said that if he stayed in a Safe
Parking Area, he would have to sign a
paper authorizing police to search his
vehicle without cause.

Council voted 3-0 to award a $637,000
construction contract to Onyx Paving
Company, Inc. for the West Ash Area
Street Improvements Project. The project will be funded by the General Fund
and a Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG).
Airport Runway Improvement:
Council voted 3-0 to award a
$2,568,760 construction contract to All
American Asphalt Inc. for repair of a
runway at the Fullerton Airport and
award a $106,437 contract for construction management to C&S Companies
Inc. A Federal Aviation Administration
Airport Improvement Program (AIP)
grant will fund this project.
Goodman Logistics Water Well
Easement: Council voted 3-0 to amend
an agreement with Goodman Logistics
(the business that has taken over the old
Kimberly Clark site) regarding a Water
Well easement on the property. The
change is to reduce the size of the easement, thus reducing the amount the city

must pay annually to Goodman.
City Provides $35 Million Financing
to Private University: Council voted 30 authorizing $35 million Revenue
Obligations (bonds) for Marshall B.
Ketchum University.
According to Ellis Chang, Fullerton’s
Director of Administrative Services,
there is no City or City Public Financing
Authority liability related to this conduit
financing. City Attorney Richard Jones
recused himself due to a conflict of
interest.

Closing Remarks: Councilmember
Jung asked for a Conditional Use Permit
review of the downtown restaurant JP23
and expressed concern about not seeing
the issuance of an RFP for Union Pacific
Park on the next agenda forecast.
To view the full agenda visit fullerton.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

July 20 Meeting
Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap and Councilmember Jesus Silva were absent.
Closed Session: It was reported that
Council met with representatives of the
Fullerton Fire Management Association
and the Fullerton Police Management
Association to discuss parameters of
authority for negotiating salaries, benefits, and working conditions. Council
discussed recruitment of a permanent
City Manager, and a performance evaluation of Fullerton Police chief Robert
Dunn. The City Attorney stated that the
City has settled a property damage lawsuit for $250,000.

Public Comments
Homelessness/safety concerns at
Pacific Drive Park: Several residents
who live around Pacific Drive Park
expressed concern for the safety of children as an increased number of homeless individuals have been seen drinking, using drugs, and bathing in the bathrooms in the park. Other residents from
the neighborhood expressed concern
about a potential facility for the homeless at 1600 W. Commonwealth by local
nonprofit Pathways of Hope. A homeless individual said that the RV he had
been living in had recently been
impounded, causing him to lose nearly
everything he had.
City Hires: Council voted 3-0 to hire
Eddie Manfro to serve as Interim
Director of Human Resources. The
agreement costs an estimated $76,000.

The Human Resources Department
budget has funds available due to the
current Director position vacancy.
Acting City Manager Steve Danley
also recommended hiring Greg Pfost as
interim Director of Community and
Economic Development, a position that
has been vacant since Matt Foulkes left
on June 4, 2021. However, Pfost was not
hired due to the “no” vote of
Councilmember Zahra, who felt the
positing could be filled with a current
city employee.
County to Handle Hazardous
Materials: Council voted 3-0 to transfer
responsibilities for regulating businesses
that store hazardous materials in
Fullerton from the Fire Department to
the Orange County Health Care Agency
Environmental Division.
Transferring this program back to the
County will result in General Fund savings of approximately $25,000 - $50,000
per year.
Library Hotspot Replacement Fee:
Council voted 3-0 to charge a $100
replacement fee for any Wi-Fi hotspots
and/or accessories lost by library
patrons.
Resident Only Parking: Council
voted 3-0 to approve “Resident Only”
Permit Parking on the residential side of
Old River Road between Victoria Dr and
Concord Ave.
West Ash Street Improvements:

August 3 Agenda Forecast

• Pacific Drive Park improvements
• City street conditions needs and
options
• New and revised user fees for
development related services
• State College/Raymond Grade
separation projects closeout
• Treasurer’s report for quarter ended
June 30, 2021
• Calcifies conferenced delegate
• Up Park request for proposals
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PFAS EXTRACTION PLANT
MAKES HISTORY
The Orange County Water District and
the city of Fullerton have begun operation of OC’s first wellhead filtration
treatment plant to remove the contaminants Per-and-polyfluoroalkyl (PFAS)
from local well water. The Kimberly
Well 1A PFAS Treatment Plant is
designed to treat 3,000 gallons of well
water per minute, which is equivalent to
1.6 billion gallons per year.
OCWD is currently designing PFAS
treatment plants for two more Fullerton
wells and the other City wells are being
monitored for PFAS concentrations and
may have treatment plants constructed
in the future.
PFAS treatment at the Kimberly well
consists of ion-exchange resin media
which does not extract volatile organic
compounds (VOCs). Water produced
from Kimberly Well does not currently
have a VOCs concern. The PFAS treatment being designed for the City’s two
wells at the Main Plant will be granular
activated carbon (GAC). GAC will
extract both PFAS and VOCs from the
well water.

Understanding more about
PFAS & VOCs

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) are a group of man-made chemicals that includes PFOA, PFOS, GenX,
and many other chemicals. PFAS are
found in a wide range of consumer products that people use daily such as nonstick cookware, grease-proof fast-food
wrappings and boxes, adhesives, fire
retardant, and water and stain repellants.
Most people have been exposed to

PFAS. Certain PFAS can accumulate
and stay in the human body for long
periods of time. PFAS have been manufactured and used in a variety of industries around the globe, including in the
United States, since the 1940s.
PFOA and PFOS have been the most
extensively produced and studied of
these chemicals. Both chemicals are
very persistent in the environment and in
the human body – meaning they don’t
break down and they can accumulate
over time. There is evidence that exposure to PFAS can lead to adverse human
health effects. The most consistent findings are increased cholesterol levels
among exposed populations, with more
limited findings related to low infant
birth weights; effects on the immune
system; cancer (for PFOA); and thyroid
hormone disruption (for PFOS), according to the US EPA.
The
Environmental
Health
Perspectives journal says that VOCs
come from a wide variety of sources,
including gasoline, plastics, paints, dyes,
solvents, adhesives, insecticides, and
spot removers, and have wide-ranging
health effects. The chemical and physical properties of VOCs allow the compounds to move between the atmosphere, soil, surface water, and groundwater. Once in the environment, some
VOCs degrade quickly whereas others
persist for decades. The most common
VOCs found were chloroform, toluene,
1,2,4-trimethylbenzene,
and
perchloroethene. VOCs are a common
ground-water contaminant.
The OCWD’s underground aquifer,

Diagram references generally-recognized sources of PFAS
and is not meant to depict OCs PFAS contamination sources.
known as the Orange County
Groundwater Basin, “supplies approximately 77% of the water supply for
north and central Orange County.
Nineteen municipal and special water
districts pump water from the groundwater basin and deliver it to the 2.5 million residents in the OCWD’s service
area.
Last year, dozens of wells in Orange
County were removed from service after
the State of California lowered the
Response Level advisories of PFOA and
PFOS. This caused local water suppliers
to rely on imported water from Northern
California and the Colorado River to
meet the needs of their customers.
Mayor Bruce Whitaker said that,
“Bringing this treatment facility online
is very important. It means Fullerton
can increase its use of local groundwater, which is less expensive and more
reliable than imported water.”

How the wells are funded

OCWD is funding 100% of design and
construction costs and 50% of operation
and maintenance costs for its water sup-

pliers like Fullerton. OCWD is currently
considering loans and seeking grant
opportunities both at the state and federal levels to keep the cost to ratepayers
low.
OCWD, City of Fullerton, and 9
Orange County public water agencies
filed a lawsuit on December 1, 2020,
against the manufacturers of PFAS (3M
Company; E.I. du Pont de Nemours and
Company; The Chemours Company;
Corteva Inc.; Dupont de Nemours Inc.;
DECRA Roofing Systems Inc.; and
"Doe defendants 1-100."), seeking to
protect ratepayers.
The lawsuit alleges that the defendants, “manufactured PFOS and/or
PFOA and knew or reasonably should
have known that these harmful compounds would reach groundwater, pollute drinking water supplies, render
drinking water unusable and unsafe, and
threaten the public health and welfare.”
For additional information on
OCWD’s PFAS response, please visit
www.ocwd.com/what-we-do/waterquality/pfoapfos.

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE NOTES
July 21 Meeting

by Jesse La Tour

New Committee Member
New Active Transportation Committee
member Dr. Alysia J. Odipo was sworn
in as an at-large appointment.

Public Participation

Pacific Drive Park Improvements
Postponed continued from front page
Mayor Whitaker seconded Jung’s motion saying that the project deserves to have
a second look by the full council (Mayor Pro Tem Dunlap and Councilmember Silva
were not present at the meeting).
Grantham said, “If we do make changes to these plans, the bids we received will
be rejected and we’ll have to go out and bid again. That will also require going back
to the Parks and Rec Commission, which we have already done. And of course,
there’s all the associated staff time and city expenses in re-bidding the project. The
bids came in lower than we estimate, and with material prices going up daily, if we
re-bid the project, I expect the prices to be higher.”

City planner Maribeth Tinio gave an
update on public participation in the
City’s Active Transportation Plan. An
interactive page on the City’s web site,
“Downtown Fullerton on the Go” allows
residents to give input on ways to
improve “people-powered, non motorized” transportation downtown. To learn
more and give your input visit
https://fullerton-on-the-go-downtownfullertoncagis.hub.arcgis.com

Wilshire Bike Path Concept

Traffic engineer Dave Roseman gave a
presentation on how to accommodate
bicyclists on the city’s Walk on Wilshire
outdoor dining area. A portion of
Wilshire Ave was provided for outdoor
dining. The portion that was closed off
also happens to be a part of the Wilshire
Bicycle Boulevard.
The Bicycle Blvd begins at the 600
block of West Wilshire, at Woods Ave
east of Euclid Ave, and extends east over
two miles to Acasia Ave, and is a central

feature of Fullerton’s Bicycle Master
Plan. It connects to other streets officially designated as bike routes, providing
safer bicycle passage laterally across
most of the City without riders having to
use major traffic thoroughfares.
The $3.2 million project was years in
planning, and was funded primarily with
a federal grant through the Orange
County Transportation Agency (OCTA),
with just $300,000 from the city of
Fullerton for street paving along the
route.
The tentative plan presented by
Roseman would allow for bicycle passage through the center of Walk on
Wilshire and rely on barriers to separate
bicyclists from outdoor diners.
Committee Vice Chair Jane Rands asked
if other options had been considered,
such as moving or eliminating the outdoor dining. Deputy Director of
Community
and
Economic
Development Kellee Fritzal said that
any options could be considered, but
that any changes would have to be
adopted by City Council.
No definite action or recommendation
was made.

Help Save Trees By Nominating Your Favorites
Friends for a Livable Fullerton is taking nominations for Fullerton’s special and significant trees as a first step in preserving
and protecting these treasures. We are counting on you to let us know about special trees in all the hidden corners in our city!
Nominations can be for a single tree or a grouping and can be on public or private land.
Here are some ideas on what might make a tree special:
To nominate a tree, visit www.SaveFullerton.com/trees and scroll down to
• Height
• Association with a famous person
Project 2: Heritage Trees Inventory. The nomination form is right there,
• Trunk size
• Association with an historic event or location
ready for you to fill in with your treasured tree.
• Age
• Rarity
• Function
• Unique in some other way!
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KENNEDY COMMISSION AWARDED $3.5M
IN LOW-INCOME HOUSING CASE
In a major victory, Public Law Center
In response to that decision, in 2018,
client and partner organization the the California Legislature passed Senate
Kennedy Commission was awarded Bill 1333 clarifying that key provisions
over $3.5 million in attorneys’ fees for of state planning and zoning laws do
its advocacy in a years-long legal battle apply to charter cities, including
with the City of Huntington Beach in Huntington Beach and over 120 others
Kennedy Commission v. Huntington throughout California.
Beach (LASC Case No. 30-2015Huntington Beach, on February 3,
00801675).
2020, adopted a revised Housing
The Kennedy Commission lawsuit Element, which the California Dept of
arose from the City’s adoption of the Housing and Community Development
Beach and Edinger Corridors Specific later certified as substantially compliPlan Amendment (“BECSP”) in 2015, ant, designating six sites on which 502
which effectively blocked affordable new units of affordable housing could
housing development in the City.
be built and establishing development
The Kennedy Commission is a com- standards that promote affordable housmunity-based nonprofit that works with ing.
residents and community organizations
The Honorable Michael L. Stern of
to increase the production of homes the LA County Superior Court deteraffordable to lower-income households mined on July 8, 2021, that the Kennedy
in Orange County. The
Commission case was
Kennedy Commission was
the catalyst that resulted
formed in 2001 and named
in a change in state law
“This decision
in honor of Ralph is a win for families that effectively mooted
Kennedy (the Fullerton
the City’s defenses to
Observer’s founding edi- who are struggling to the lawsuit as well as
pay their housing the City Council adopttor), a pioneer for the
homeless,
affordable
ing a revised Housing
costs . . .”
homes and human rights
Element that complied
advocacy in Orange
with state law. Praising
County.
the “exceptional work by dedicated
The Kennedy Commission, in July of attorneys, the Court awarded the
2015, alongside two individuals who Kennedy Commission $3.5 million in
were later dismissed from the case, filed attorneys’ fees.
suit against the City, alleging that the
The Kennedy Commission Executive
City’s actions violated California Director Cesar Covarrubius said, “This
Housing Element law, the California decision is a win for families who are
Constitution, and State Fair Housing struggling to pay their housing costs and
laws.
underscores the need for each city to do
The Kennedy Commission sought to its part to address its residents housing
have the City designate an adequate needs... it is critical that advocates and
number of sites for the development of city officials work together to ensure
affordable housing in order to accom- that all California residents have a safe
modate the 413-unit shortfall in the and affordable place to live.”
City’s lower-income Regional Housing
The Kennedy Commission was repreNeeds Allocation (or “RHNA”). After sented on a pro bono basis by attorneys
the Kennedy Commission initially pre- from Public Law Center, Community
vailed at the trial court, the Court of Legal Aid SoCal, Public Interest Law
Appeal reversed that victory, on the Project, and Jones Day.
ground that the City was exempt from
certain Housing Element laws because
For more information visit
of its status as a charter city.
www.kennedycommission.org

Hope Galvez &
partner Al
Shader danced
the night away.
Doug Gilmour
& Judy
Bernstein were
in attendance,
as were
Barbara Green
& George
Yestreski.

Community Center Dance Returns
story and photo by Edith Harvath
Seniors kicked up their heels at the first dance held at Fullerton Community
Center in 15 months. Dances had been discontinued due to COVID, but were back
Tuesday July 6 from 6 to 8 p.m., on July 6th. Sponsored by the Senior Club and held
outdoors in the courtyard, the dance drew a good crowd.
Music was provided by an all-volunteer western band and packaged cookies were
distributed. The beautiful balmy weather added to the enjoyment.
“Dances will continue Tuesday evenings on a regular basis,” said Cory Lantz,
Director of the Fullerton Community Center. “Starting on the first Tuesday in
August the dances will be held in the indoor ballroom.”
It was great to see everyone having such a good time for only $2 at the door.

Site plan for 2.25 acres of affordable family apartments

Developer chosen
for affordable housing by Matthew Leslie
The Fullerton City Council has selected National Community Renaissance of
California, or CORE, as the developer
for city-owned property located at 1600
W Commonwealth Ave. The Rancho
Cucamonga based non-profit proposes a
mini complex of 3 story structures housing total of 59 affordable residential
units on the narrow triangular lot bounded by the City Maintenance yard on the
east side and the convergence of West
Commonwealth Ave and the railroad
corridor to the west. The historic
Kohlenberger building, later familiar as
a production facility for Morehouse
Mustard, occupied the site for 60 years
before burning down in 2007. The City
of Fullerton now owns the land, but the
undeveloped 2.25-acre lot is subject to
sale through California’s Surplus Lands
Act, which compels cities to make surplus property available for either housing or park use.
The development will be divided
between 28 1-Bedroom units, 16 with 2
bedrooms, and 15 with 3 bedrooms. All
will be rentals reserved for those earning
between 25% and 60% of the Area
Medium Income for Orange County,
which is $134,500 per year, with rents
ranging from $584 - $1,467 per month
for 1-bedroom units, $703 - $1,760 for
2-bedrooms, and $970 - $2,018 for 3bedrooms, after monthly utility
allowances.
Ninety-one total parking spaces are
provided, as well as a swimming pool
and a 2,400 square foot community center. A 10-foot concrete block wall will
stand between the complex and the railroad corridor to the south.
Fullerton based non-profit Pathways

of Hope, who once proposed their own
development on the site, will partner
with National CORE to provide on-site
services. A 2018 plan by Pathways of
Hope to build permanent supportive
housing there was ultimately abandoned
when residents of homes located north
of the property objected, fearing that
drug addicted individuals would wander
into their neighborhoods.
Fullerton’s Community Development
Dept. did not recommend a developer to
the Council but summarized key points
in each of the 5 responding developer
proposals received for the property. In
order to incentivize housing construction, the land cannot, by law, be sold for
higher than its market rate value. That
price won’t be known until an appraisal
is conducted, but the current estimated
value is around $6 million.
National Core was chosen with support of Jesus Silva, Ahmad Zahra, and
Bruce Whitaker, passing 3 - 2. The project will still need to be reviewed by the
Planning Commission, and ultimately
approved by the City Council at some
future date.
Following the discussion, Mayor
Whitaker remarked that it was unusual
that no nearby residents had expressed
opposition to the submitted plans, considering the controversy generated by
the earlier Pathways project plan.
However, two residents did speak during public comments at the following
Council meeting on July 20 to complain
that plans for incorporating supportive
services on the site were not made clear
to neighbors in advance of the July 6
meeting.

Notes from the Urban Forestry Meeting
by Saskia Kennedy
Presentations from the City’s professional arborists and West Coast
Arborists (WCA) were given at a public
meeting held on July 21. The presentations encompassed the scope of what the
care, maintenance, and planning is needed for the City’s over 40,000 trees.
The City, working in conjunction with
WCA have examined city ordinances,
existing tree care standards and procedures, and decided on a list of trees that
best meet the citys current and future
need.
WCA has made a comprehensive scan
of the City’s tree inventory using i-Tree
software to evaluate optimal locations to
plant trees. Areas such as the
Southeastern part of Fullerton that have
been deprived of urban tree canopy.
These places they said will be prioritized and supported with tree species of
different sizes to maximize public and
environmental benefits and to minimize

pests and disease by diversifying the
types of trees.
The public response to the meeting
was underwhelming with only about 10
people in the audience. The next public
meetings will be to educate the public
on what trees can be selected and discussing where they should be planted.
This is the canopy cover assessment
portion of the project. The existing
species distribution, frequency, and current prune and pest cycles will be evaluated. Hopefully the next meeting will be
better attended.

Public Tree Planning Events
• Saturday, Aug. 21, 9 am
Fullerton’s Community
Forest Management Plan
Main Library, 353 W Commonwealth
• Thursday, Sep. 23, 6 pm
How to Plant a Tree
& Young/Mature Tree Care
Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated

CITY WATCH
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New faces of homeless outreach services
The City is excited to announce two new
Homeless Outreach Case Managers,
Ericson Dela Rea and Mario
DiPietrantonio. The new Homeless
Team is providing outreach services five
(5) days a week. If you have questions,
concerns, or would like to have the team
conduct Outreach Services in your area,
contact them at (714) 738-6562. The
Team also coordinates with County of
Orange service providers and local nonprofits and churches.

California Updates Mask
Guidance & Requirements Due to Rising
COVID-19 Cases & Hospitalizations

Shield 4 Kids
A representative from the nonprofit Shield 4 Kids gave a presentation about the
organization and the work they do at the July 20 City Council meeting. It was
founded by law enforcement officers to provide abused children with backpacks
filled with necessities when they are placed in group homes or foster homes. They
also lead these kids on fun excursions, often uniting them with separated siblings.
To learn more visit www.shield4kids.com.

The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) updated its Guidance for
Face Coverings, in response to new CDC guidance recommending mask use for
public indoor settings to slow the spread of COVID-19 and the delta variant.
Effective July 28, 2021, masks are required for all individuals in the following
indoor settings, regardless of vaccination status:
On public transit (examples: airplanes, ships, ferries, trains, subways, buses,
taxis, and ride-shares) and in transportation hubs (examples: airport, bus terminal, marina, train station, seaport or other port, subway station, or any other area
that provides transportation)
Indoors in K-12 schools, childcare • Emergency shelters & cooling centers
Healthcare settings • State & local correctional facilities & detention centers
Congregate settings such as homeless shelters • Long Term Care Settings
Masks are required for unvaccinated individuals and recommended for fully
vaccinated individuals in indoor public settings and businesses.

Firefighter relief fund
ride in Fullerton
ACCESS REAL-TIME CRIME MAPPING

Residents can now access real-time crime mapping using www.communitycrimemap.com; receive weekly updates about unusual occurrences in your neighborhood by signing up at www.FullertoniWatch.com; read about crime prevention
tips by logging onto www.FullertonPD.org.

Witnesses Sought in Homicide Investigation
Fullerton Police Detectives are looking for witnesses or anyone with information regarding a homicide that
occurred in Fullerton on Sunday, July
25, 2021, at approximately 6:13 a.m.
Fullerton Police Officers responded to
the 400 block of South Lemon Street
regarding a male seen laying on the east
sidewalk. Upon arrival, officers discovered the male with what appeared to be
stab wounds which caused a significant
loss in blood. Unfortunately, the male
victim was declared deceased on-scene
by paramedics. The victim’s identity
will be released at a later time.
Fullerton Police Detectives were

immediately called in to investigate. At
this point in the investigation, the
motive of this homicide is not yet
known. It is believed the victim is part
of the homeless community and frequents this particular area.
This is an ongoing investigation.
Anyone with information about this
homicide is encouraged to contact
Fullerton Police Detective C. Hines at
(714) 738-5334. Those wishing to provide information anonymously can call
the Orange County Crime Stoppers at
1(855) TIP-OCCS or can visit their
website at www.occrimestoppers.org.

Attempted murder suspect arrested
Fullerton Police Officers responded to
a call about a man who was shot outside
of JP23 Urban Kitchen and Bar on
Tuesday, July 6, around 1:03 am.
Upon arrival, Officers immediately
rendered aid to a 24-year-old male with
a single gunshot wound. He was transported to a local trauma center. It was
determined the gunshot wound was not
fatal.
There had been an altercation inside
JP23 Urban Kitchen and Bar. As a result,
two males were ejected out of the business, one of which is the alleged suspect.
Shortly after, shots were fired at the
establishment. It was believed the shots
came from a dark-colored Dodge sedan
seen westbound on Commonwealth Ave.
As a result, the victim was struck.
Fullerton Police Detectives began
their investigation into several leads. On

July 7, 2021, Detectives located and
arrested Christian Hernandez in La
Mirada. He was charged with attempted
murder, assault with a firearm, negligent
discharge of a firearm, and shooting into
an inhabited dwelling.
Detectives executed search warrants in
various locations related to Mr.
Hernandez and seized three firearms and
a dark-colored Dodge registered to Mr.
Hernandez.
Anyone with information about this
attempted murder is encouraged to contact Fullerton Police Detective V.
Chandler at (714) 738-6754. Those
wishing to provide information anonymously can call the Orange County
Crime Stoppers at 1(855) TIP-OCCS or
can
visit
their
website
at
www.occrimestoppers.org.

The Firefighter Relief Fund Ride
which happened on July 17, started at
Orange County Harley Davidson, with a
8:30am check-in. All riders drove across
OC to Fullerton’s Cigar Bar and Lounge
for food, cigars, and fun. There was also
a give-aways, raffle and more during the
festivities.
The ride helps support the families of
the fallen heros of the Fire Departments.
Families of firefighters can be nominated by firemen for financial relief.

Learn more at https://www.fallenfirefighterrelieffund.org or contact 949-4863631, office@ocfirefighters.org.

155 Calls on 4th of July for Police and Fire
Total calls for service: 219
Calls related to fireworks: 155
Calls for 911: 24
Citations for illegal fireworks
issued by police: 0
issued by the Fire Dept: 3

Trash can meets fiery end after
firework is set off inside.
-PHOTO BY T. HENDRICKS

Man dies in hit-and-run
Around the area of Harbor Blvd and
Orangethorpe Ave, on Thursday, July 8,
at 3:32am a body that the Orange
County Coroner’s Office identified as
Alfredo Aguinaldo, 57, was pronounced
dead on the scene with injuries consistant with that of a hit-and-run traffic
incident. Fullerton Police Accident
Investigators responded to the scene and
are continuing an active investigation.
Fullerton Police Officers located a
white Ford sedan with major collision
damage in an area south of the crime
scene at 4:12am. Officers contacted the
alleged driver of the vehicle, Katya

Gladys Garcia-Ayala, a 24 year old
female from Tustin.
A Drug Recognition Expert was also at
the scene. Garcia-Ayala was subsequently arrested for felony hit-and-run as well
as driving under the influence
Anyone with information is encouraged to contact Fullerton Police
Investigator H. Barclay at (714) 7386815.
Those wishing to provide information
anonymously may call the Orange
County Crime Stoppers at 1(855) TIPOCCS or visit their website at
www.occrimestoppers.org.
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The DOWNTOWN Report
by Mike Ritto

Happy 75 Years
in Business
to Bill’s Body Works
We’ve been trying to fit this story in
for a while now, and here we go. Back in
June, a local business celebrated their
75th Anniversary. How many businesses
have that kind of longevity? Must be
doing it right, and so they are.
Bill’s Body Works opened in 1946
when Leo and Rueben Bill opened their
auto body repair shop on Ash, and two
years later they moved to 320 S.
Highland. Leo’s son Mark Bill took over
the business in the 1980’s and along
with his wife Linda, they keep the place
running strong. Congratulations to
Bill’s, glad we finally got to tell the
story.

AllMedia@sbcglobal.net © 2020

HOT DOG
I finally made it to Cupid’s on Harbor
and this vegetarian was very happy with
the veggie dog. The best I ever had was
from a cart in Victoria Canada, oddly
enough, and this one was very good.
Unless you are walking from nearby,
park behind the restaurant and head to
the entrance on Harbor.

Photos from left to right: Reupholstered
booths, Little Joe’s in LA

THE CONTINENTAL ROOM

The SoCo
EVOLUTION
A variety of businesses have called
SoCo home, including an auto upholstery shop, custom amplifier cabinet
shop, auto repair, welding, woodworking, a juice processing plant, roofing
company, interior design, ad agency,
photography studio, art studio, bowling
alley, jazz club, barber shop, pawn shop,
gift shop, plant store, collectibles store,
custom furniture store, many restaurants, a brewery tasting room, on and on
it goes.
Since 1946, the Ellingson family has
operated a precision machine shop, and
today they produce critically machined
parts for the aerospace industry. Leo
Fender set up his retail store on Spadra
[now Harbor] and a small tin shed at the
far east end of the alley. Tom Ellingson
got to know Leo and manufactured
some parts for the early Fender guitars.
Boege and Bean Sporting Goods was
there from the mid-forties until 2003,
and of course Roscoe’s Famous Deli is
there now.
Most businesses, if not all, have now
opened back up, and we spotlight one
here.

ARBORETUM REOPENS
I would like to mention that today the
City of Fullerton finally gave us the
OK to remove and replace the
Fullerton Honors banners on
Commonwealth, anyone can contact
me for info regarding sponsoring a
new one.
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net
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Just a note to let everyone know
that finally, the Fullerton Arboretum
is now open from 9am to 2pm
Wednesday through Sunday. Even
Vincent Van Gogh would have been
mesmerized by the spectacular sunflower garden. This reopening is yet
another sign that our world is opening back up.

Back in 1999, which by now we
should call the turn of the century, Sean
Francis was ready to expand his business interests and came upon the building that was a speakeasy in 1925. He
struck a deal with the owner and after a
long buildout with his partner Carlo
Terranova, The Continental Room
opened.
Here is a photo of Little Joe’s in LA’s
Chinatown. Notice the booths. Yes, they
are the same ones Sean acquired and
reupholstered. They have been put to
good use.
Over the last year or so, the
Continental has expanded and now has a
second area that includes a stage and
more seating. We told you we would
keep you informed as to when and

where live music would return, and now
you know of at least one place to check
out soon.
By the way, if you have noticed a new
ownership poster on Joe’s front window,
no need to worry, Jack and Joey are not
going anywhere.

New room

Photo Quiz
This issue:
On which
historic
Downtown
building
does this
appear?

Last issue:

Quite a few of you
were observant
when walking
in the SoCo alley
just off Highland,
& the first to ID
that location were
Eddie Carmona
and Jeff Blackburn.
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CROSSWORD & MOVIE REVIEW

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021
“FAMOUSLY” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)
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HITS & MISSES
by Joyce Mason © 2021

ROADRUNNER: TWO HITS
A Film About Anthony Bourdain

ACROSS
1. Coffee order
6. British hand pie
11. Software glitch
14. "What ___!" (amusing situation)
15. Original position
16. Pique condition?
17. Smears Luke Skywalker?
19. Blotto
20. Busy as ___
21. "SNL" alum Cheri
22. Spill the beans
23. Org. with Sharks and Predators
25. Ostentatious
27. Soothed
32. Like hymns, unlike most poems
33. "... ___ quit!"
34. Space blanket material
36. Put an end to
39. Buck or Jesse37. Scrawny
41. CT scan relative
42. Cosmetics Lauder

43. Bluffer's game
44. Playful aquatic animal
46. Sea eagle
47. Phaser setting
49. Waits in the wings
51. Fruit spelled out in a Gwen
Stefani song
54. Prefix with centric or political
55. Gobs
56. Opening to a Nancy Sinatra hit
59. Meter reading
63. Hodges of the Dodgers
64. Takes Kinsey Millhone's creator
to court?
66. Tolkien creature
67. Colgate rival
68. Bluesy Memphis street
69. "Sense and Sensibility" director
Ang
70. Start of a toast
71. More eccentric

DOWN
1. Dalai ___
2. Pequod captain
3. Went like the dickens
4. Arcade currency
5. UFO crew
6. H.S. exam
7. "Je t'___" ("I love you," in French)
8. Displeases James Bond at the bar?
9. Dutch export
10. Fashion monogram
11. Sends an invoice to a founder of
Microsoft?
12. Dickens's ___ Heep
13. Make due
18. "Broadcast News" actress Hunter
22. Scourges
24. Big hit
26. Safeway's dairy brand
27. ___ d'etat
28. "Yes ___?"

29. Hastily shaves a "48 Hrs." actor?
30. Ticklish Muppet
31. Pub game
35. "Norma Rae" director
37. Belgrade native
38. ___ meeny miny moe
40. Free to attack
45. Rarin' to go
48. Word after human or second
50. Tipped, as a hat
51. Hole-some breakfast food?
52. Dress with a flare
53. See-through
57. Latin 101 word
58. Certain NCO's
60. Small amount
61. Part to play
62. The "E" in DOE: Abbr.
64. Raymond Elem., for one
65. Blood-typing letters

Fred Rogers and Anthony Bourdain
could not be more different, but they
share two features in common. Both
achieved fame by way of their genuine
personalities that projected so well onto
television screens, and both became the
subjects of two full-length documentary
films produced and directed by Morgan
Neville (Rogers in “Won’t You Be My
Neighbor?”).
Neville had access to countless hours
of footage with Bourdain commenting
on food, life, travel, addiction, love, and
death. Avoiding a biographer’s technique of beginning in the subject’s childhood, Neville opens with comments by
Bourdain about the many directions his
life has taken and his intuition that it will
not end well. This, of course, foreshadows the ending that we all know is in
store for us, and we get no answers--just
a few hints--as to how a man so accomplished, so bright, and so successful
could take his own life at age 61.
Attracted to fine foods from the beginning of his adulthood, Bourdain graduated from the Culinary Institute of
America and began a career working in
the kitchens of some of Manhattan’s
finest restaurants. Barely able to pay
rent on a New York apartment for two,
he married his first wife, Nancy, and the
two remained together for twenty years.
Bourdain’s career as a sought-after
Michelin Star chef advanced him to the
position of executive chef at Brasserie
Les Halles in Manhattan. However, he
tells us on camera that each day he
would wake up early in the morning,
light a cigarette, and begin writing.
The result was his book “Kitchen
Confidential,” which was published and
made Bourdain a best-selling writer
almost immediately. He was soon in
demand for interviews on many television shows, including Oprah Winfrey’s.
Audiences became fascinated by tales
from the kitchens of New York’s top
restaurants. Within months, Bourdain
went from chef to author to television
personality. His ease before the camera,
his good looks and his narrative abilities
led to his having his own cooking show,
“A Cook’s Tour,” on the Food Network,
followed by “Anthony Bourdain: No
Reservations,” a show that lasted for
seven years.
His real fame came when CNN created
a show that would take Bourdain out of
the U.S. so he could explore cuisines in
other countries around the world. With
amazing adaptability and an endless
curiosity, Bourdain made “Anthony
Bourdain: Parts Unknown” an immediate hit with a broad audience. Prior to
his sudden professional success,
Bourdain had remarried, this time to
Ottavia Busia, who bore him a daughter.
Having never planned to have children,
Bourdain was surprised and thrilled by
the joy she brought him. But with a
career that required him to be gone more

than 200 days a year, it was not possible
to maintain a normal family life, and the
second marriage ended.
“Parts Unknown” took Bourdain to
exotic and often politically explosive
countries. He was shooting in Lebanon
during the 2006 conflict with Israel, and
he was in Haiti during a major earthquake. The Democratic Republic of the
Congo proved to be one of the most dangerous of his journeys. Even with challenging and troubled destinations,
Bourdain was committed to being a traveler, never a tourist, and he threw himself into getting to know the local inhabitants as well as their food. He would
often skip haute cuisine restaurants in
favor of food prepared by street vendors
or made in small, local diners. He had a
favorite country to visit, both for its
inhabitants and its cuisine and that was
Vietnam, returning there many times.
We see him fulfilling his claim that he
never refused to try a new food, and that
included meat cut from a live cobra in
India.
After his second divorce, Bourdain
became enamored with an actress/filmmaker, Asia Argento, whom he hired to
direct his show filmed in Hong Kong.
Because she said she had been sexually
assaulted by Harvey Weinstein, both
Bourdain and Argento became outspoken advocates for the #Me Too movement. There is little on-screen coverage
of their relationship, but there is an
implication that it was ending about the
time of his suicide, which occurred during a film shoot in northwest France.
Many of his closest friends and his longtime producers Lydia Tenaglia and
Christopher Collins, who had been with
him since his days with the Food
Network, spoke of his mood swings and
volatility. Yet no one suspected the tragic
outcome that would occur.
“Roadrunner” is playing in local
movie theaters.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

EDUCATION
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board
information available (714) 870-2800 or visiting www.fjuhsd.net

FJUHSD Mental Health Services
For the past four years FJUHSD has
increasingly focused on social and emotional health and greater overall mental
health care by expanding mental health
resources, particularly for extreme mental health emergencies through psychologists and suicide prevention resources.
Teachers and administrators experienced professional development training
about student emotional and mental
well-being and the board approved allocating additional resources for social
workers and counseling staff providing
increased mental health support for students.
Many mental health issues that students are experiencing didn’t just spring
up due to pandemic anxiety and distant
learning environments. But distance
learning put additional stress on students
experiencing anxiety and exposed many
parents to the day-to-day issues and
stressors that used to be confined to the
school setting. The pandemic placed
everyone in a vastly transformed environment, creating new stressors for

some students, adding to existing stress
levels for others and allowing some students relief from previous tensions created by just going to school. Distance
learning showed that no one goes
through such upheaval without some
trauma and mental health self-care
becomes a necessity for all students, not
just the few who require intensive intervention in the form of psychological
care or the other resources provided by a
number of outside providers.
If you go to the FJUHSD website,
along the top of the home page there is a
mental health tab. This is a hidden gem
on the website. It provides parents and
students with mental health needs stepby-step instructions to start to get support from the student’s home school site.
There is a welcoming 9-minute video
hosted by Carlos Alcantara, the
FJUHSD Mental Health Coordinator,
introducing parents and students to various providers the district has partnered
with, and reminding everyone that help
begins by talking to your student’s
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school site administrator or academic Chrome or Firefox in any language
counselor.
other than English and some of the
The second area under this site is the video links need some updating.
Virtual Calming Room. It is a resource Hopefully by the time school begins
for everyone, instantly providing differ- again in August, the links will be updatent ways to let go of growing stress and ed and the language access improved
get refocused, which is sometimes all a and expanded to include additional
person needs to defuse an escalating sit- options.
uation.
The
Virtual
Acknowledging that stuCalming Room offers a
dents need social and
variety of ways to get away Many mental health emotional mental health
for a few minutes and supsupport is the first step in
issues students
port your emotional well- are experiencing getting students and
being. There are a range of
staff building a
didn’t just spring up school
YouTube links and videos
stronger mental health
due to pandemic environment. Internal stuwith timed mediations,
yoga and other exercise anxiety and distant dent and parent surveys
workouts,
journaling learning environ- indicate that the district
prompts, live animal cams,
needs to build comments, but distance still
calming sounds and drawmunication about these
ing apps. It provides learning changed available services to stunumerous ways for a perdents and families and the
some
son feeling overwhelmed
district needs to listen to
key aspects.
to take a 10-minute break
student feedback to preand relieve the growing
serve the options that realtension of everyday life by
ly help them and let go of
changing their perspective.
the options that miss the goal of alleviathttps://sites.google.com/fjuhsd.org/fju ing stress. Educating students to feel
hsd-virtual-calming-room/home
comfortable recognizing and coping
The initial mental health support video with anxiety and trauma is a necessary
was in Spanish and English. The Virtual skill for post-pandemic recovery for
Calming Room is listed as being avail- everyone, and may prove to be one of
able in Spanish and Korean in addition the most valuable habits to take away
to English, but I was unable to access from the experience.
the Virtual Calming Room through

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES by Jan Youngman
Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,
1401 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton.
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400
District also renewed independent contractor agreement with Boys & Girls
Club of Fullerton for services provided
in support of Prop. 49 grant funded after
Orangethorpe and Pacific Drive school education and safety program for
received new window coating. An the 2021/2022 school year from Aug 16,
unsafe sidewalk area at Sunset Lane was 2021 through June 3, 2022. The District
replaced. The District
renewed a service
Dr. Pletka
Warehouse was deep
agreement with Swing
cleaned,
and
the
also announced that Education effective
Nutritional
Services the District has received Aug 11, 2021 through
building was improved.
June 30, 2022.
The
District
has two large donations:
The Superintendent
received
a
Strong $17,500 from St, Jude also announced that
Workforce
Program Hospital Foundation 300 students will be
(SWP) K12 Pathway and $15,000 from the participating in the
Improvement Grant. This
District's distant learnFSD PTA
is a new service agreeing programs via either
ment between FSD and
home schooling or the
North Orange Community College Zoom program. Three teachers have
District to provide college courses to been assigned to work with this prograde 7th and 8th students from Aug 23, gram. A new program being added this
2021 through Dec. 11, 2021. The year is the Creative Academy where stu-

July 27 FSD Board Meeting;
Next meeting Aug 10, 2021
The meeting began with the
Superintendent Dr. Pletka, staff and
Board Members describing many of the
improvements that the District had
implemented at schools in order to get
ready for the beginning of school. That
included HVAC upgrades at all schools.
This consisted of new and replacement
filters to every school's units. All the
schools' restrooms were redone. Sixteen
EV charging stations to recharge electric
vehicles were added at schools. Acacia
School was given a new portable classroom. At Commonwealth and Laguna
Road rooms were modernized. More
parking spaces were added at Ladera
Vista. Maple trees were planted at
Maple School. At Nicolas school 3
rooms received new carpeting.

dents can take electives online. If parents are concerned about their children
wearing masks in school, they could
join this program, if there are openings.
Dr. Pletka also announced that the
District has received two large donations: $17,500 from St, Jude Hospital
Foundation and $15,000 from the FSD
PTA for the District to use for more student services.
Public Comments:
Two people spoke of their concerns
that the District teachers were using "the
1619 Project", "Black Lives Matters" or
"Critical Race Theory" in the classroom.
Five parents objected to children having
to wear masks in school. Dr. Pletka
explained
that
the
California
Department of Public Health has mandated that all children and teachers must
wear masks in the classrooms. This is
not a local control matter, it is the law.

Happy 75th Anniversary
Wayne & Mildred
Mildred and Wayne Burtt celebrated
their 75th anniversary on July 25.
Long time Fullerton residents, they
were married on July 26,1946 at the
California Heights Methodist Church
in Long Beach, California. They
began their family in Santa Ana
before moving to Fullerton in 1959
were they raised their three sons,
Richard, Randall, and Gregory in the
same Sunny Hills home where they
have lived for the past 62 years.
Active members of the First
Presbyterian Church, and for many
years involved in Fullerton community work, they retired to years of world
travel, their grandchildren and volunteer work.

They celebrated their 75th year
together with their sons and their
wives. In addition to the three sons,
they have seven grandchildren and
ten great-grandchildren.

YOUNG OBSERVERS
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TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 10th grade
Attention: Fullerton School Officials
Worried about renewed Covid threat
as schools reopens on Aug 16?
Here is something to help calm your nerves!

In two weeks, Fullerton schools will
reopen to regular in-person classes
despite the renewed threat from
COVID-19 variants and the significant
rise in daily new cases. I reached out to
a small group of 43 middle through high
school students to gain insight on their
vaccination status, their thoughts on
mask wearing, preferred learning format
and more. Read on to get their perspective on these and other school-related
issues that impact Fullerton’s youth and
their school officials.
Have you been vaccinated?
Yes: 88% (38) No: 12% (5)
First dose only: 0%
Compared to the Orange County’s
7/21/2021 vaccination data showing
68% of youth ages 12-17 have been vaccinated (https://covid19.ca.gov/vaccination-progress-data/#progress-by-group),
the survey shows a trend that Fullerton’s
vaccination rate among its youth is higher than the county’s and it should be
very close to acquiring herd immunity.
It is indicative of the students and their
parents’ understanding of the need to be
protected from the coronavirus before
returning to in-person classes. On the
other hand, there are still a few students
who have not been vaccinated, a group
which should be considered by the
school districts when they implement
safety measures.

What are your concerns regarding
the new school year?
COVID variants threat: 64% (28)
Losing comfort associated with online
classes: 57% (24).
None: 14% (6) Other: 14% (6)
Understandably, the majority of student respondents are concerned about
attending school while the coronavirus
variants are still a threat. Many are also
concerned about losing the comfort that
comes with online learning which
ranges from not having to wake up early
nor commute or the fact that the kitchen
is only a couple of steps away. Other
respondents also expressed social anxiety, feeling insecure about their abilities
to interact with others after more than a
year in isolation making it difficult for
them to make new friends. This is a
huge issue for teens so schools must
think of strategies to help students with
social anxiety to feel included and
accepted.
What are you looking forward to
this new school year?
Being with friends weekdays: 79% (33)
Meeting new classmates: 74% (32)
School events: 57% (24)
In person learning: 52% 23)
None: 17% (4)
For most students, school is essentially a place for socialization. The majority
of respondents are looking forward to

SUMMER SCHOOL by Mateo, 8th grade
Fullerton School District offers
options to learning
The Fullerton School District’s
summer break is almost over. Here
are the three options you can enroll
your child in for the upcoming school
year which opens on August 16:

Standard In-Person Schooling

Students will attend their school
campus five days a week, as if it is a
normal school year. The state of
California is still requiring students
and adults in a school setting to wear
their masks on campus, regardless of
vaccination status. The only exception to this protocol is when students
and staff are outdoors, in which
masks are optional. In addition,
social distancing will no longer be
enforced around school campuses.
However, schools will still implement and promote regularly washing
hands and staying clean. If a student
fails to comply with these safety
measures, they may be moved to
another learning site.

Virtual/Distance Learning

If you do not feel comfortable
sending your child to school, they
can attend this option, since it
doesn’t require in-person attendance.
The student will be learning from
home or away from campus, most
likely via Zoom or another application. At the start of a new
semester/trimester, students can
switch from virtual to on-site and
vice versa, assuming there is enough
space. If there is no space on-campus, the student may be moved to a
different school.

My FSD Academy
Homeschool program.

Hosted by three different schools
across FSD, the parent is the main
teacher in this program. It involves
mostly independent work, with some
on-campus and online instruction
sprinkled in. Parents and students can
meet with teachers to create their
own personalized work plans.

WHAT’S TRENDING? by Irene, 10th grade
Left in Space for Good
Amid Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos’s controversies of alleged
tax-avoidance and unethical employment practices, he
recently made headlines for his space exploration on Blue
Origin’s New Shepard rocket ship. The recent event led to the launch in early
June of a satiric petition to ban Bezos from Earth. With over 186,000 signatures on Change.org, “Do not allow Jeff Bezos to return to Earth” is close to
becoming one of the top-signed petitions on the site. While originally comical, many are taking this as an opportunity to educate themselves on billionaires, wealth inequality and the impact of capitalism on the world.
www.npr.org/2021/06/20/1008559802/tens-of-thousands-sign-petition-tostop-jeff-bezos-from-returning-to-earth
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the social aspect of in-person school
with the learning aspect only a far
third. Considering that the respondents
are in their teens, school events like
prom and other parties count among
precious high school experiences.
What is your ideal school
program: full in-person, hybrid
(online + in-person) or full online?
Full in person: 52% (23)
Hybrid: 31% (13)
Full online: 17% (7)
While the trend favors in-person classes, it is worthy to note that almost half
think otherwise. 31% prefer to be in
school half of the week and attend
online classes for the rest of the week
and 17% want a full online format.
Should there be a need to lessen the
number of students in school at a given
time to avoid the spread of the virus, the
hybrid format is an option.
Will you be attending school events
despite the threat of new variants?
Why?
Yes: 67% (29) No: 7% (3)
Depends: 26% (11)
The data follows suit with the majority
set on enjoying in-person classes this
school year. The top reasons students
will attend school events is to take
advantage of the high school experience
as well as their trust in the school’s safety measures and in their vaccination.
Respondents also mentioned that attending such events would be beneficial to
their mental, physical and social health,
a major issue that set them back last
school year. Smaller percentages (26%
“depends” and 7% “no”) are taking a
more cautious approach to this school
year regardless of their vaccination status. They fear they will contract coron-

avirus and bring it home to their families
due to the fact the events may involve
large groups of people, therefore
increasing chances of a spreader event.
If your school allows you to take off
your mask if you are fully vaccinated,
will you? Or, will you keep it on?
Why?
No: 73% (31)
Occasionally: 15% (7))
Yes: 12% (5)
The result highlights our city’s youths’
sense of responsibility during this pandemic by volunteering to keep their
masks on. When asked why, the top
answer involves concern to protect
themselves and other students from contracting the virus, especially if that person is unvaccinated. Those who chose
“occasionally,” they plan to take off
their masks when necessary such as
when they need to eat or get a breath of
fresh air.
Key Takeaways:
Overall, students are excited to take
back some sense of normalcy by attending full in-person school. With most surveyed students having full vaccination
status and willing to continue wearing
face masks, Fullerton school officials
will have less worries than their counterparts in other districts where there is a
low vaccination rate among students.
Another reason to be grateful is that
Fullerton students are willing to do their
part to help prevent the spread of the
virus on campus while hoping to have a
fun school year. Given that about half of
the respondents prefer hybrid or online
learning formats, school officials can
use this as a guide when they need to
modify the learning format to prevent
the spread of the virus in schools.

FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade
Endangered
animal
trivia
Q: What is the most critically
endangered and most rare marine
animal in the world? (Hint: It is a
member of the porpoise family.)
A: The smallest of living
Cetaceans, the vaquita! It is estimated that here are 6 to 22 individuals
in the world. With a white head and
belly, it has a dove gray back. The
vaquita has a black circle around the
eyes and it has black fin and a soot
black tail. It has a round snout, with
black lips. It is being snared and
killed by illegal fishing. Mexico has
put in over 10 million dollars to help
the cause of the vaquita.

MEET MARLOW!
Watch those dancing
eyes! Look at those
adorable ears! Meet
Marlow, a handsome
Labrador
retriever
Carolina dog. Did you
know Labradors are
named after the Labrador
Sea? A snow-white and caramel dog, he was
taken in by the shelter on 08/05/2020. Superbly
smart and superbly fit, the fetch-loving, six-year
old, energetic canine is ready for a permanent
home. A treat-lover, he'll love to eat a yummy
treat as a prize! Marlow is searching for an
adult-only home, or one with older children to
teach him his "leash manners" and train him,
along with scrumptious treats, of course!
To learn more, please call 714-935-6848, or
visit www.ocpetinfo.com.

COMIC STRIPS by Erin, 7th grade
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LEGEND
Must be 21+
∞ Family
> One time only

FRI AUGUST 13
*$ 12:00pm-4:00pm: The Fullerton

* Recuring
¶ Music
$ Cost

Museum’s Exhibit “Have Blues, Will
Travel” Adults $10. Inspired by the
2018 film "Green Book.” 301 N Pomona
Ave. https://fullertonmuseum.com.

MON AUGUST 2
* 12:30pm-2:30pm: FREE Senior

¶ 8:00pm-2:00am: Rock en
Espanol. Totally 80s Bar & Grill -2512
W. Orangethorope Ave - 714-879-0108 info@totally80sbar.com

Bingo No Registration. Every Monday.
Fullerton Community Center - Grand
Hall. 340 W Commonwealth Ave
More information 714-738-6575.

*$ 8:00pm: Maverick Theater Stage
Adaptation of King Kong. $10-28 An
original stage adaptation of the 1933
film by Merian C. Cooper. 110 E.
Walnut Ave., Unit B. (714) 526-7070.
Tickets www.mavericktheater.com.

TUE AUGUST 3
> 5:00pm-7:00pm: FREE National

Night Out. Millions of neighbors take
part in National Night Out across thousands of communities from all fifty
states, U.S. territories, Canadian cities,
& military bases worldwide. Downtown
Fullerton Plaza, 125 E Wilshire Ave

SAT AUGUST 14
> 9:00am-12:00pm: FREE Womens

7:00pm: Comedy Show & Open
Mic. Must be 21+. Comedy show followed by open mic. To participate in
Open Mic: 3min Set Free, 7min Set w/
Purchase. Back Alley Bar & Grill - 116
W Wilshire Ave 714-526-3032.

WED AUGUST 4

∞* 8:30am-12:30pm: Fullerton’s

Certified Farmers Market. Visit the
Farmers Market at the new Community
Center location to shop for fresh fruit,
vegetables, eggs, honey, fish, flowers,
plants, bread & more.
Fullerton Community Center - 340 W
Commonwealth Ave Every Wednesday.

∞*¶ 6:30pm-8:30pm: FREE Concert

at the Park with Southland. Bring
your friends, family, lawn chairs, &
blankets. Fullerton Sports Center at 560
E Silver Pine. Food available for purchase. Free parking.

∞*¶ 6:30pm-8:30pm: FREE Brea
Concert at the Park with My
Generation. Bring your friends, family,
lawn chairs, & blankets. 401 S Brea
Blvd. Free parking.
THURS AUGUST 5
∞*¶ 4:00pm-8:00pm: FREE Hot Rod

Trio at Downtown Fullerton Market.
Shop for produce & food by small vendors while enjoying live music.
Downtown Fullerton Museum Plaza.
125 E Wilshire Ave. Every Thursday.

The Ron Kobayashi Trio plays at Les Amis Restaurant

>∞

SAT AUGUST 7

7:00pm: Comedy Show & Open
Mic. Must be 21+. Comedy show followed by open mic. To participate in
Open Mic: 3min Set Free, 7min Set w/
Purchase. Back Alley Bar & Grill - 116
W Wilshire Ave 714-526-3032.

*$
12:00pm-4:00pm: Current
Exhibit “Have Blues, Will Travel”
Adults $10. Inspired by the 2018 film
"Green Book.” The Fullerton Museum,
301 N Pomona Ave. More info at
https://fullertonmuseum.com.

WED AUGUST 11
∞* 8:30am-12:30pm: Fullerton’s

¶*

7:00pm-10:00pm: The Ron
Kobayashi Trio. The best jazz group in
Orange County will be at Les Amis, 128
W Wilshire Ave

¶ 8:00pm-11:00pm: The New
Originals. 80s inspired band. Blue Door
Bar - 1310 S Euclid St.
¶ 8:00pm-2:00am: Live Metallica
Tribute Show. Totally 80s Bar & Grill
2512 W Orangethorope Ave, 714-8790108 - www.totally80sbar.com

Muckenthaler Performance. A performer known for everything from jazz,
country, contemporary, & pop. $30 nonmember, $20 student/senior, $15 member. Tickets must be bought in advance
through https://themuck.org.
7:00pm-10:00pm: Open Mic Night
at Ziings. Local performers show off
their talent. Ziings Bistro, 209 N Harbor
Blvd, Phone: 714-526-5777

>

8:00pm: FREE Lecture on
Aphrodite at Ipso Facto: Watch in person or online, lecture on Aphrodite, the
goddess of love as Dr. Rietveld investigates her origins, worship, & mythology. 517 N Harbor Blvd, Phone: 714-5257865.

FRI AUGUST 6

*$ 12:00pm-4:00pm: The Fullerton

Museum’s Exhibit “Have Blues, Will
Travel” Adults $10. Inspired by the
2018 film "Green Book.” 301 N Pomona
Ave. https://fullertonmuseum.com.

Certified Farmers Market. Visit the
Farmers Market at the new Community
Center location to shop for fresh fruit,
vegetables, eggs, honey, fish, flowers,
plants, bread & more.
Fullerton Community Center - 340 W
Commonwealth Ave Every Wednesday.

∞*¶

6:30pm8:30pm:
FREE
Brea Concert at
the Park with
Lizzy
&
the
Triggermen. Bring
your friends, family, lawn chairs, &
blankets. 401 S
Brea Blvd Free
parking.

*$ 12:00pm-4:00pm: The Fullerton
Museum’s Exhibit “Have Blues, Will
Travel” Adults $10. Inspired by the
2018 film "Green Book.” The Fullerton
Museum, 301 N Pomona Ave. More info
at https://fullertonmuseum.com.
¶$ 8:00pm-2:00am: Journey Live
Tribute Show. Totally 80s Bar & Grill
2512 W. Orangethorope Ave. 714-8790108 - info@totally80sbar.com
SUN AUGUST 15
* 7:30am-8:30am: FREE Zumba

Classes at Hillcrest Park. Donations
welcome. 1200 N Harbor Blvd

¶ 8:30pm: Pinc Louds at the
Continental Room. 21+. Continental
Room. 115 W Santa Fe Ave.
MON AUGUST 16
* 12:30pm-2:30pm: FREE Senior
Bingo FREE, No Registration. Every
Monday. Fullerton Community Center Grand Hall. 340 W Commonwealth Ave
More information 714-738-6575.

THURS AUGUST 12
∞*¶ 4:00pm-8:00pm: Southland at ¶$ 8:00pm: Jenny Don’t & the Spurs

*$ 4:00pm-8:00pm: The Fullerton
Museum’s Exhibit “Have Blues, Will
Travel” Adults $10. Inspired by the
2018 film "Green Book.” The Fullerton
Museum, 301 N Pomona Ave. More info
at https://fullertonmuseum.com.
>¶$ 7:30pm-9:30pm: Jennifer Hart

TUES AUGUST 10

11:00am-2:00pm:
FREE
Children’s Art Day. Enjoy a day of arts
& crafts, booths, & performers with
your family at the Anaheim MUZEO
Museum. Carnegie Plaza in front of the
MUZEO, 241 S Anaheim Blvd.

Empowerment Workshop: Woman’s
Club of Fullerton presents speaker
Linda Holman. An avenue for self discovery & empowerment. For those who
desire more meaningful self expression,
increased fulfillment, & tools for self
empowerment. You are greater than you
know. Refuse to settle for less.
404 W. Wilshire, Fullerton, Limited
Seating 714-329-8177 or enrichedspirit@aol.com

Mariachi Las Catrinas

SUN AUGUST 8
* 7:30am-8:30am: FREE Zumba

Classes at Hillcrest Park. Donations
welcome. 1200 N Harbor Blvd

$¶ 8:00pm: Mariachi Band at the

Continental Room: Mariachi Las
Catrinas, an all female mariachi band,
will be performing at the Continental
Room. 21+. 115 W Santa Fe Ave. $15 at
the door.

Downtown Fullerton Market. FREE
Shop for produce & food by small vendors while enjoying live music.
Downtown Fullerton Museum Plaza.
125 E Wilshire Ave. Every Thursday.

at the Continental Room. Country
music group, Jenny Don’t & the Spurs
will be performing at the Continental
Room. 21+. 115 W Santa Fe Ave.

*$ 4:00pm-8:00pm: Current Exhibit

TUES AUGUST 17
* 7:00pm: Comedy Show & Open

“Have Blues, Will Travel” Adults $10.
Inspired by the 2018 film "Green Book.”
The Fullerton Museum, 301 N Pomona
Ave. More info at https://fullertonmuseum.com.

Mic. Must be 21+. Comedy show followed by open mic. To participate in
Open Mic: 3min Set Free, 7min Set w/
Purchase. Back Alley Bar & Grill - 116
W Wilshire Ave 714-526-3032.

7:00pm-10:00pm:
Open Mic Night at
Ziings. Local performers
show off their talent.
Ziings Bistro, 209 N
Harbor Blvd, 714-526-5777

$¶ 8:00pm: Jagged Baptist Club at
> 1:00pm-6:00pm: FREE Vendor the Continental Room: LA music four
Pop-up Market. Shop from 15 pop-up
vendors for a day of fun. Family & pet
friendly. 723 South Harbor.

piece Jagged Baptist Club will be performing at the Continental Room. 21+.
115 W Santa Fe Ave. $10 at the door.

MON AUGUST 9

* 12:30pm-2:30pm: FREE Senior
Bingo No Registration. Every Monday.
Fullerton Community Center - Grand
Hall. 340 W Commonwealth Ave More
information 714-738-6575.

See more calendar events
www.fullertonobserver.com
Send calendar events to
ads@fullertonobserver.com

WED AUGUST 18
∞* 8:30am-12:30pm: Fullerton’s

Certified Farmers Market. Visit the
Farmers Market at the new Community
Center location to shop for fresh fruit,
vegetables, eggs, honey, fish, flowers,
plants, bread & more.
Fullerton Community Center - 340 W
Commonwealth Ave Every Wednesday.

AUGUST 2021
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VIRTUAL FUN

THURS AUGUST 19
∞* 4:00pm-8:00pm:FREE BP Maxx

at Downtown Fullerton Market. Shop
for produce & food by small vendors
while enjoying live music. Downtown
Fullerton Museum Plaza. 125 E Wilshire
Ave. Every Thursday.

Tune in any time for these
virtual events

• Fullerton College’s Student Art
Exhibition. See a virtual gallery of
drawings, paintings, digital art, sculptures, ceramics, & more from 122
Fullerton College Students online at
https://fcartgallery.myportfolio.com.
The exhibition is open until September
1st & is available to see all hours
through the website above.

*$ 4:00pm-8:00pm: The Fullerton
Museum’s Exhibit “Have Blues, Will
Travel” Adults $10. Inspired by the
2018 film "Green Book.” The Fullerton
Museum, 301 N Pomona Ave. More info
at https://fullertonmuseum.com.
> 6:00pm-7:30pm: Family Art Night Rock Painting. Fullerton Museum
Center 301 N Pomona Ave. $9. Register
https://fullertoncommunitycenter.com

• Discover Fullerton On Foot. Explore
Fullerton with a 30-min virtually guided
tour by Parks and Recreation staff &
community volunteers. Maps and videos
of guided walks will be provided as
links on registration receipts. Please call
714-738-6575 or register online at
https://secure.rec1.com/CA/city-offullerton-parks-and-recreation/catalog.

* 7:00pm-10:00pm: Open Mic
Night at Ziings. Local performers show
off their talent. Ziings Bistro, 209 N
Harbor Blvd, Phone: 714-526-5777
>¶$ 7:30pm-9:30pm: Musical Group

Jarabe Mexicano Live Performance.
Mexican Folk group Jarabe Mexicano
invites you to the Muckenthaler so you
can enjoy their songs live. $30 nonmember, $20 student/senior, $15 member. Tickets at https://themuck.org.

FRI AUGUST 20
*$ 12:00pm-4:00pm: The Fullerton

Museums Exhibit “Have Blues, Will
Travel” Adults $10. Inspired by the
2018 film "Green Book.” 301 N Pomona
Ave. https://fullertonmuseum.com.

¶ 8:00pm-2:00am: The Doors
Live Tribute Show. Totally 80s Bar
& Grill - 2512 W. Orangethorope Ave.
714-879-0108 - info@totally80sbar.com
SAT AUGUST 21

*$ 12:00pm-4:00pm: The Fullerton
Museum’s Exhibit “Have Blues, Will
Travel” Adults $10. Inspired by the
2018 film "Green Book.” 301 N Pomona
Ave. More info at https://fullertonmuseum.com.

MON AUGUST 23
* 12:30pm-2:30pm: FREE Senior
Bingo No Registration. Every Monday.
Fullerton Community Center - Grand
Hall. 340 W Commonwealth Ave More
information 714-738-6575.

TUES AUGUST 24
* 7:00pm: Comedy Show & Open

Mic. Must be 21+. Comedy show followed by open mic. To participate in
Open Mic: 3min Set Free, 7min Set w/
Purchase. Back Alley Bar & Grill - 116
W Wilshire Ave 714-526-3032.

WED AUGUST 25
∞* 8:30am-12:30pm: Fullerton’s

Certified Farmers Market. Shop for
fresh fruit, vegetables, eggs, honey, fish,
flowers, plants, bread & more. Fullerton
Community Center - 340 W
Commonwealth Ave Every Wednesday.

5:30pm: George Perez Comedy
Show at the Continental Room: 21+.
Continental Room. 115 W Santa Fe Ave.

FRI AUGUST 27
> 4:00PM - 8:00pm: FREE Annual

Zine Fest at Anaheim Central
Library. The 8th Annual OC Zine Fest
will feature panels, speakers, workshops, & lots of zines! Anaheim Public
Library, 500 W Broadway

>¶ 8:00pm-2:00am: Go-Go’s Live
Tribute Show. Totally 80s Bar & Grill 2512 W. Orangethorope Ave. 714-8790108 - info@totally80sbar.com
SAT AUGUST 28

*$ 12:00pm-4:00pm: The Fullerton
Museum’s Exhibit “Have Blues, Will
Travel” Adults $10. Inspired by the
2018 film "Green Book.” The Fullerton
Museums 301 N Pomona Ave. More
info at https://fullertonmuseum.com

>¶ 8:00pm-2:00am: R.E.M Live
Tribute Show. Totally 80s Bar & Grill 2512 W. Orangethorope Ave. 714-8790108 - info@totally80sbar.com

¶* 7:00pm-10:00pm: The Ron

SUN AUGUST 29
* 7:30am-8:30am: FREE Zumba

¶ 8:00pm-2:00am: The Flashbax

MON AUGUST 30
* 12:30pm-2:30pm: FREE Senior

Classes at Hillcrest Park. Donations
welcome. 1200 N Harbor Blvd

Kobayashi Trio. The best jazz group in
Orange County will be at Les Amis, 128
W Wilshire Ave
Live Tribute Show. Totally 80s Bar &
Grill - 2512 W. Orangethorope Ave.
714-879-0108 - info@totally80sbar.com

THURS AUGUST 26

∞* 4:00pm-8:00pm: The Actors at

Downtown Fullerton Market. FREE
Shop for produce & food by small vendors while enjoying live music.
Downtown Fullerton Museum Plaza.
125 E Wilshire Ave. Every Thursday.

*$ 4:00pm-8:00pm:Exhibit “Have
Blues, Will Travel” Adults $10.
Inspired by the 2018 film "Green Book.”
The Fullerton Museums 301 N Pomona
Ave. More info at https://fullertonmuseum.com.
* 7:00pm-10:00pm: Open Mic Night

at Ziings. Local performers show off
their talent. Ziings Bistro.
209 N Harbor Blvd,
714-526-5777

Zumba at Hillcrest Park

SUN AUGUST 22
* 7:30am-8:30am: FREE Zumba

Classes at Hillcrest Park. Donations
welcome. 1200 N Harbor Blvd

>¶$ 7:30pm-9:30pm: Muckenthaler
Presents Orange Empire Chorus. $30
non-member, $20 student/senior, $15
member. The Orange Empire Chorus
will perform a variety of tunes including old standards, contemporary, &
comedy songs in their signature fourpart barbershop style. Tickets must be
bought in advance through https://themuck.org.

Bingo FREE, No Registration. Every
Monday. Fullerton Community Center Grand Hall. 340 W Commonwealth Ave
More information 714-738-6575.

• Reading with the Fullerton Library
KidZone Staff. FREE Weekly videos of
stories read out loud for toddlers &
preschoolers are available online
through the fullerton library website,
https://www.cityoffullerton.com/government/library/kidszone/programs
• Cooking Made E.Z with the
Fullerton Community Center. video
tutorial to make a healthy & delicious
meal at home.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ib4
E3ij4jlk
• 2:00p-4:00pm: Art at Home Picasso
Cubist Clay Face. $9 each & free for
seniors +. Educational art opportunities
in the comfort of your own home.
Contactless drive-through pick-up is
offered at the Fullerton Community
Center. Please call 714-738-6575 • 340
W Commonwealth Ave https://fullertoncommunitycenter.com/artathome/
Virtual events by specific date & time

¶ TUE August 3 - 5:30pm-6:00pm:

Anaheim Library Color Your World
Concert. Join Miss Kimi for some fun
stories plus a free craft EVERY week!
Email kquach@anaheim.net to be added
to the Zoom invitation list. Free craft
kits will contain almost all supplies
needed for all crafts during the entire
month and instructions will be given at
the end of each story time. Kits can be
reserved and picked up through curbside
pick up.
https://www.anaheim.net/Calendar.aspx
?EID=27818

• THUR August 5 - 5:00pm: Brea
Gallery Curator Tour. On Brea
Gallery’s Instagram Page, @breagallery, view a live curator tour of the
gallery.
TUES AUGUST 31
• August 18 - 7:30pm-9:30pm: Virtual
* 7:00pm: Comedy Show & Open Workshop
With
Crystal

Mic. Must be 21+. Comedy show followed by open mic. To participate in
Open Mic: 3min Set Free, 7min Set w/
Purchase. Back Alley Bar & Grill - 116
W Wilshire Ave 714-526-3032.

Healer/Teacher Jennifer Morris.
Watch Morris explore crafting road
opening energy to awaken your true
potential. More information at
http://www.ipso-facto.com.

Free Accredited Classes
for All Ages with NOCE!
More information at www.NOCE.edu
or call 714-992-9500
NOCE Wilshire Center 315 E Wilshire Ave
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From left to right, the Team Leader, Senior Hannah Ramos, Junior Julia
Bustamante, Junior Sebastian Alcaraz, Senior Nolan Haberland,
and their JROTC Instructor LTC (R) Mike Albertson

Fullerton Union High School JROTC Team
to compete in National Championship
by Mike Albertson, LTC
The Fullerton Union High School’s
JROTC Leadership Team composed of
Senior Hannah Ramos, Senior Nolan
Haberland, Junior Julia Bustamante and
Junior Sebastian Alcaraz headed to
Washington, DC to compete in the
Championship event on July 19.
The 2021 U.S. Army JROTC
Leadership Bowl Championship was
held on the campus of The Catholic
University of America, July 19-23,
2021. This event is sponsored by the
U.S. Army Cadet Command and is conducted by the nonprofit College Options
Foundation. Fullerton Union High
School’s JROTC team earned top scores
out of the 1,511 Army JROTC leader-

ship teams that competed from around
the world in the first two competition
rounds.
The team is one of only forty Army
JROTC Leadership Bowl teams in the
nation that won an all-expense paid trip
to compete in the Championship event
in DC. The JROTC Leadership &
Academic Bowl (JLAB) is a nationally
recognized competition created exclusively for JROTC students. By participating, cadets learn the values of citizenship, academic competition, and college
opportunity. The competition creates
tremendous opportunities for JROTC
cadets by allowing them to demonstrate
leadership and academic abilities.

Positive lessons learned
through Youth Basketball
The Fullerton Family YMCA offers youth sports ranging from pre-K, Youth
Basketball, Youth Volleyball, and more.
Visit YMCAOC.org to sign up.
Fullerton YMCA, 2000 Youth Way • (714) 879-9622

Coach Jerry Cowgill, Kamille Dimayuga, Tessa Lapradez, Jacqueline Liu,
Hannah Ulibarri, Gabriella Kano, Victoria Choi.

Troy Girls Golf
Takes the Victory at CIF
by Jacqueline Liu
Once again, the Troy High School
girls golf team brought home the championship title from the California
Interscholastic Federation (CIF) championship at Brookside Golf Club
Thursday June 10.
After four of their top players graduated last year, the Troy Warriors were not
the team that the other schools were
looking to beat, unlike most other years.
However, the team smoothly passed the
first round of playoffs and moved on to
the
Southern
California
Golf
Association (SCGA) Team Qualifiers.
At the second round, the girls barely
squeezed their way into the top four
teams that would move on to the final
round of the championships at
Brookside.
Going into the last day of CIFs, most
teams were expecting the Walnut High
School Mustangs from the Walnut
Valley Unified School District to take
home the win. Their team was especially
strong this year and they had shown
great promise in the previous rounds.
Though this was the case, the Troy
Warriors played on. Conditions were
especially hard that day, with temperatures going into the triple digits.
Tensions were high as this was the round
that decided the winner of the Southern
California Championships, the final
round of CIFs. Despite the pressure, the
Troy team played their best round of the
season, with a combined score of 378,
and clutched the win just three strokes
less than the Mustangs.
This win continued the winning streak

Parents of local athletes and Sports Fans send us photos, names, stats, location, dates, and times of games played.

Or invite us in advance: contact@fullertonobserver.com or leave a message at 714-525-6402
The Fullerton Observer is all volunteer and community written.

Volunteer to be the local sports writer for the Fullerton Observer.

of the Troy High School girls golf team.
Their consistent practice and focused
mindset helped them succeed in the face
of the hardships that came with the pandemic.
“Covid caused the fall season to be
pushed back to the spring, which caused
a big problem because we were competing with the boy teams for use of the
courses. Along with the fact that golf
courses were making a ton of money
with the public golfers all wanting to
play, we had a really hard time securing
courses for practice time and matches,”
said Jerry Cowgill, the Troy girls golf
coach.
Through the complications, the girls
continued to try their best in all the
rounds that they played. After seeing the
fruits of their efforts, the team learned
this year the importance of battling until
the very end and not letting themselves
lose hope.
“One very valuable lesson I learned
from this experience is how important a
single stroke is,” said player Victoria
Choi. “There are instances where you
may not be happy with how you’re playing and think that your score doesn’t
matter but, it’s important that you don’t
give up and instead think about the
team, because those one or two strokes
may make the difference at the end of
the day.”
Following this victory, the Troy girls
golf team is now preparing to participate
in the Antiqua National Invitational in
Arizona during the 2021 fall season.
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Historic photos of the old Fullerton Ostrich Farm
courtesy of the Fullerton Public Library Local History Room

From Whiting Avenue to Whiting Ranch
Many Fullerton residents may be would be transported to a little settlefamiliar with Whiting Avenue, but many ment he was developing in south Orange
may not know how the street got its County.
name. In the 1880’s, the Amerige
After learning about Dwight Whiting’s
Brothers “accepted the honor of naming connections to Fullerton, I decided to
the streets,” according to Bob Ziebell’s take a trip to Whiting Ranch Wilderness
book, Fullerton: A Pictorial History. Park with my family and our friends.
One of the streets was named “Whiting” According to a pamphlet published by
for Dwight Whiting, a friend of the OC Parks, “the land comprising Whiting
Ameriges and owner of El Toro Ranch. Ranch Wilderness Park was part of two
Today, this area includes Whiting Ranch adjacent Mexican land grants from the
Wilderness Park, which is maintained by 1840s, Rancho Canada de Los Alisos
OC Parks and is best known for its beau- and Rancho Lomas de Santiago.” The
tiful Red Rock Canyon.
land was acquired by Whiting in 1885.
According to Jim Sleeper’s Orange According to a 1991 LA Times article
County Almanac of Historical Oddities, and county documents, “Whiting anticiDwight Whiting was one of several pated the construction of links to the San
investors in the California Ostrich Diego-Los Angeles railway, and around
Farming Company. At the time, people those tracks grew the community of El
wanted to capitalize on the
Toro.”
It was a
state’s growing tourist trade
According to the park’s
by “displaying ostriches for a peaceful walk website, “the Whiting Ranch
fee, raising young ones for through the encompassed the community
resale, and cashing in” on the
of El Toro and lands adjacent
fashionable trend of plumes shaded woods to Aliso Creek. In 1959, with
for women’s hats. Most of us before climb- the post-WWII housing boom
who had to study local history ing up a hill continuing in Orange County,
in our third-grade classes may and into a flat most of the ranch was sold for
remember from historian
residential development. In
Dora May Sim’s wonderful desert area. 1989, over 1,000 acres of the
book, Ostrich Eggs for
Ranch were dedicated to the
Breakfast (A History of Fullerton For County of Orange for the establishment
Boys and Girls), that ostriches played a of a wilderness park.” The property
significant role in Fullerton’s past.
included the McFadden House, which
The demand for ostrich feathers was built in 1915 for the ranch foreman
became so great that “the hapless and his family. Today, it serves as the
Fullerton birds were being denuded Park Ranger office. Additional acquisithree times a year.” But, demand began tions by the County have resulted in
to decline at the turn of the century. By Whiting Ranch Wilderness Park grow1891, according to historian Jim ing to the size it is today.
Sleeper, “the whole farm took on such a
The park covers 2,500 acres of forestdispirited, bare-bottomed look that in ed canyons, scenic rock formations and
April, a sale was held to dispose of its grassy rolling hills, offering a variety of
assets.” The entire flock of 162 went for hiking, biking and equestrian trails.
$6,000 to a bidder by the name of There are three intermittent streams,
Dwight Whiting, who Sleeper describes Borrego, Serrano and Aliso Creek, each
as a 380-lb. “remittance man from hosting an abundance of wildlife.
Boston.”
Whiting
immediately However, the best part of the park is the
announced to the press that the ostriches hike to the Red Rock Canyon, which

Whiting Ranch Wilderness Park
may remind visitors of the sandstone take a drink.
canyons spotted in the Four Corner
Rounding a bend in the trail, I was
states. Over thousands of years, wind able to spot the red rocks in the distance.
and rain have sculpted the cliffs of the My friend and I had no trouble walking
canyon, carving out bizarre, but interest- through a dried-up creek bed and up a
ing rock formations. It’s a peaceful, age- short hill to the end of the trail with
old canyon that still exists right in the spectacular views of the rocks.
middle of urbanized Orange County.
However, our parents had a bit of a
We arrived at Whiting Ranch tough time. Please make sure to observe
Wilderness Park in the early morning. the signs warning visitors to not climb
After pulling into a space, paying the $3 on the red rocks as OC Parks is looking
daily parking fee at a small machine, to protect this portion of the park. I was
and placing the ticket on our dashboard, able to capture plenty of excellent phowe walked into a circular concrete area tographs without having to step off the
with a modern, triangular sculpture in trail.
the center. It was at this entry point that
According to a sign along the path,
we were able to find a map of the park. these red rocks are part of the Sespe
There was also a box of bells for bikers Formation. They date back 40 – 20 milto use as they started their ride so that lion years, when braided streams
they could warn hikers of their presence. deposited gravel, sand, and mud widely
Before embarking on our hike, we across Southern California. Over time,
made sure that we had plenty of water these layers hardened into layers of siltand hiking sticks in case we encountered stone, sandstone, and mudstone.
any mountain lions, which
Uplifted by earthquakes and
inhabit the area. We started It’s a peaceful, then sculpted by water and
on the Borrego Canyon age-old canyon wind, they became the red
Trail. Our hike began under
that still exists rock buttes we see today.
a canopy of sycamore and right in the middle The beautifully banded
oak branches, taking us
sandstone canyon walls proof urbanized
through a canyon that was
jected a reddish tint in the
once under water. There Orange County. warm afternoon sunlight.
were even rocky sections of
Altogether, it was a 4-mile
dried-up creek beds that we had to walk round-trip hike to the ancient Red Rock
over at certain points. We encountered Canyon.
two running streams that we were able
Whiting Ranch Wilderness Park offers
to easily step over. Some areas off the unique views that you couldn’t find elsesides of the main trail were strikingly where in Orange County. It’s open from
green, while others were dry or starting 7 a.m. until sunset, year-round, except
to turn fall colors. At one point, we after rain. The park has 23 trails totaling
walked underneath a fallen tree that approximately 17 miles of grade roads
extended over the trail.
and single-track trails. All park trails
It was a peaceful walk through the may be closed for up to three days folshaded woods before climbing up a hill lowing rain. Horses are welcome, but no
and into a flat desert area. Brown signs dogs are allowed. For further informaposted on the side of the path warned of tion on park rules and directions on how
closed off areas due to “ecological to get to the park, please visit
recovery in progress.” We spotted quite ocparks.com/parks-trails/whitinga few cacti, one even had a yellow ranch-wilderness-park for more inforflower blooming. Every now and then, mation or call the park office at (949)
we would find shaded areas to stop and 923-2245.

Hunt Library Receives
State Funding by Matthew Leslie
The Hunt Library has received $2.75
million in funding in the 2021/2022 fiscal year budget just signed by Gov.
Gavin Newsom. This new round of
funding will add to a $2.5 million State
Library grant received last year by
Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva. A
press release from Quirk-Silva’s office
called the new funding the result of “a
joint request” made with State Senator
Josh Newman, whose own press release
said the additional funding will “complete the Hunt Library’s Revitalization
Project so that the library may once
again serve as a cultural landmark for
the community.”
The new funds will not only help to
complete reconstruction and renovations costs for the nearly 60-year-old

structure, but $250,000 will be used to
“cover start-up funding for the cultural
arts and library services,” according to
Quirk-Silva’s office. Although the Hunt
will not reopen as a city library branch,
some sort of library function will be
required to satisfy the parameters of the
State Library Grant.
Opened in 1962, The Hunt Library
served as a second branch of the
Fullerton Public Library for over 50
years before being entirely defunded by
the City Council and closed in 2013.
The facility was leased to neighboring
Grace Ministries International for several years before being removed from the
city’s list of surplus properties at the
urging of the community group Save the
Hunt, who successfully campaigned to

Hunt Library today
have the historic William Pereiradesigned structure and its surrounding
grounds remain as a public facility.
Local preservationist group Fullerton
Heritage secured the Hunt’s status as
both a local landmark and a place on the
National Register of Historic Places.
The Council ultimately approved the

formation of a Library Ad-Hoc
Committee, which recommended arts
and literary programming for the Hunt.
The new funding comes at the request
of ArtsOC, who, in partnership with
Heritage Future, was chosen by the City
as a “programming partner” for the
Continued on Page 15
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“The drought is severe. We’re not moving fast enough. This drought will be
twice as bad as the 2011 to 2016 drought
was. Residents can help out by conserving as much as possible.”

Representatives speak at NUFF open forum
State Senator Josh Newman, Orange
County Supervisor Doug Chaffee, and
City Councilmember Fred Jung spoke at
a Neighbors United for Fullerton
(NUFF) meeting on Sunday, July 18.
Newman spoke about working with
State Representative Sharon Quirk Silva
to secure $2.7 million for the Hunt
Reopening Arts Programs and reported
being close to securing all the funding
needed for Coyote Hills.
Supervisor Chaffee talked about three
new programs at the county including
COVID Mobile popup vaccination sites,
water protection and wastewater recla-

mation programs, and BeWell program
for mental illness and substance use disorders. Chaffee answered a question
about desalination as a solution to water
shortage saying, “there are many more
cost-effective ways than desalination.”
Fullerton City Councilmember Fred
Jung spoke next. “The city is not in the
best financial shape.” He went on to say
that he was committed to setting priorities and excited that the City Council
was able to pass the budget with 2.5%
cuts across the board. Jung also represents Fullerton on the Metropolitan
Water District (MWD) board and said,

An audience Q&A session between
audience members and Jung:
Q: Is the city considering gray water
reclamation?
A: It is the future.
Q: What are you doing about water
pollution?
A: We were lucky with only one water
well down due to contaminates. Yorba
Linda had 13 shut down. We have
installed the first PFAS treatment facility.
Q: What are you doing about the
roads?
A: Roads are a priority as is all infrastructure. This first year alone we had
fifty-three water mains break. It will
take time, but we are working on it.
Q: Why are we spending half our
budget on police?
A: That money is mostly going to
retirement contributions. We must follow through with our commitments.
Look there is a formula that works. We
used to have 1 cop for every 1000 residents. When Shawn Nelson was on
council, we had 168 cops. Now we have
99.
Q: What vetting was done and why

AUGUST 2021
were there no alternative candidates for
the interim City Manager?
A: “Domer told us, “If you don’t like
what I’m doing just send me away with
my severance,”” Jung said. “The Mayor
consulted with the city attorney about
bringing Danley in. I didn’t know anything until the closed session. I did vote
to terminate CM Domer.
Q: Is the Museum Center a priority?
A: Well thanks to the Chaffee’s it is
funded for this year but going forward
we are looking at it eventually going the
way of the Muckenthaler which funds
itself.
Q: What kind of extra revenue would
the city have if council had passed the
cannabis ordinance?
A: I don’t care. I don’t want that in my
city.
A lively discussion was sparked with
residents pointing out that cannabis is
legal, and it was voted and passed to
make it legal. “I don’t want it in my
neighborhood,” said Jung. Jung said that
cannabis would be coming up for discussion again and would be addressed
by council.
To join NUFF just print out the form
on the link below and mail, along with
your check or email info@nuffpac.org
for assistance. Thanks!
https://mcusercontent.com/a3c4ce6d03
8b5fc50ff53b2e7/images/496c1d657f3b-0b7e-4dd4-316c216cd16f.png

OPINION: IT TAKES A VILLAGE
TO HELP THE HOMELESS

by Saskia Kennedy

Being homeless is isolating and some- automotive industry and was able to buy
times terrifying. It is difficult to find a a HUD home which he fixed up himself.
safe place to sleep and hygiene becomes He was sent to Kuwait where he worked
a challenge. People who live on the as an automotive industry supervisor for
streets or in RVs, often face violations of four years until a head injury caused him
their rights to liberty and security of to lose his job. Then in 2011 he lost his
their person and are discriminated house due to a refinancing scam and
against daily. Some are battling several ended up moving into a trailer.
issues at a time - that may include health
Genera, speaking at a council meeting
or mental disorders that require high- on July 6 said, “The police impounded
priced medications adding to their trou- my vehicle. They took everything from
bles. Some are employed at one, or even me. What am I supposed to do now? I
two jobs.
don’t even have a change of clothes.
Many of those who live in vehicles They took everything. And the worst
don't consider themselves homeless. To part is my dog cries because she doesn’t
them their RV is their home, their safe know where her home is.”
space to sleep, wash, change clothes,
Even so, Genera was gearing up to
and lock up all their possessions. They leave Fullerton to live on his sister’s
feel they just need a safe place to park.
property in Maryland when his RV was
But, Fullerton City Council unani- impounded. His bed, clothing, food,
mously approved a revision to the park- dishes and dog food are in the trailer he
ing ordinance adopted last
calls home which he can not
November. The revision
access while it is in the tow
makes it more difficult to “There is no yard. He doesn’t have the
park RV’s without authoriza- one size fits all money to pay the fines that
tion for extended periods of
are increasing with interest
solution.”
time. Several residents who
daily.
live in their vehicles spoke
“We did nothing wrong.
against the revised ordinance at both Most of us are good people who fell on
July City Council meetings explaining hard times. We worked hard all our lives
the hardships the new ordinance has and due to some setbacks, we ended up
caused them.
here in our RV. And then the police
Jesse Genera said his parents moved harass us, and the city turns their back
here in the 1930s. He worked for the on us like we are criminals. We have

Santa Ana welcomes new cannabis dispensary
“It is like the Tiffanys’
of cannabis dispensary,”
said a patron at the
grand opening held on
June 24th.
Planet 13 is the biggest
in the nation with over
$30 million in revenue
from cannabis.
Located at
3400 W Warner Ave,
Santa Ana

From
left to right:
Jesse Genera,
Tony England,
Jacki Danus,
and Jesse’s
(Rottweiler)
best friend
wait for
a parking
hearing
to see
if Genera
can get
his RV back.
The problem w
as not resolved
at the hearing.

nowhere to go. I grew up here. Fullerton
is my home,” genera said.
People currently living in their RVs in
Fullerton are regularly ticketed. They
often have multiple tickets they already
can’t afford to pay and the price of tow
and stow of vehicles is just one more
factor that keeps them from getting
ahead.
“They ticket us over and over. I can’t
even pay my tickets at the police station.
Instead, I have to pay online through
pticket.com,” Jesse Genera told the City
Council. Another layer of difficulty is
the lack of access to mail, computers,
and means to pay. Paying by mail
requires cash, money order, or a bank
account, which many don't have.
Later,
Genera
met
with
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra who in
turn was able to get in touch with a network of people that included: Pacific
Towing, Police Chief Dunn, Kellee
Fritzal, Father Dennis Kriz, The Tri
Parish, Temple Beth Tikvah, and

Pathways of Hope.
“Homelessness is a complex problem
that needs to be addressed case by case.
There is no one size fits all solution,”
said Councilmember Zahra.
With the help of many people and
institutions, Genera was able to get his
home back from impound on July 23rd.
He maintains that he still wants to travel
to Maryland to live on his sisters property, but doesn’t at present have the means
to get there. The outcome of his venture
to reconnect with his family remains to
be seen, but there are so many people
who are doing their best work to help
him and others like him.
Fullerton recently hired two new
homeless outreach case managers,
Ericson Dela Rea and Mario
DiPietrantonio. If you would like
Outreach Services in your area of town,
contact them at (714) 738-6562. They
also coordinate with County of Orange
service providers and local non-profits
and churches.
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Hunt Library receives State Funding
Continued from page 13
Hunt, although a formal contract with
the two groups has yet to be signed.
ArtsOC CEO Richard Stein said that his
organization requested $2.75 million for
the Hunt Library Revitalization Project,
including $250,000 specifically for
start-up programming. But Stein cautioned that the funds will be awarded to
the city of Fullerton who will ultimately
decide how the money is to be spent. In
March, the City retained Thirtieth Street
Architects for revitalization plans,
which are expected to include a new
roof as well as utility-related repairs. At
least some of the structure’s distinctive
floor-to-ceiling windows are said to be
in need of replacement. The mid-century
modern building’s bathrooms will also
need to be made ADA accessible.
The new funding is also expected to be

used for work on the grounds and parking lot. The City’s Park & Recreation
Dept. recently announced plans to move
the popular dog park located on the Hunt
grounds since 2011 to Brea Dam Park, a
move Stein said would “mitigate concerns about conflicting uses as well as
expand the areas available for outdoor
programming and parking.” The group’s
operations fundraising plan includes
weddings and other special events
rentals, a strategy employed by the
Muckenthaler Cultural Center and
Fullerton Arboretum, each of which
often hold such events outdoors.
Recommendations for programing
will be included in a report that ArtsOC
and Heritage Future anticipate submitting to the City by the end of July, but
Stein did allude to one event already

Hunt Library in the 60s’

planned for the Hunt. A grant from the
National Endowment for the Arts has
been awarded to expand an existing Dia
del Niño festival to the Hunt site for a
day. The report is based on months of
community input in the form of stakeholder interviews, an online survey, and

visioning sessions at the closed library
to help determine the Hunt’s programs.
“We see our upcoming report as forming
the basis for such an agreement, and
look forward to those discussions with
the City,” Stein said.

NO CLEAR ANSWERS ABOUT DISMISSAL & APPOINTMENTS OF TOP CITY EMPLOYEES by Sharon Kennedy
Three months after the city council
as the only choice without a clear transmajority vote to dismiss City Manager parent process as to how he was choKen Domer without cause and the
sen...His references included Shawn
appointment of a temporary replaceNelson who's friends with Whitaker,
ment, the council has yet to take action Dunlap and Jung..." the email read.
to hire a professional search team to
All councilmembers, except Whitaker,
find and vet candidates. In response to said they had no prior notification of
which professional company had been who was being considered as a replacehired the city said: “The recruitment is ment until the day of the meeting.
being handled in house by the Human
Councilmember Jung said he called
Resources Department."
for the April 20, 2021 Evaluation of the
The practice of hiring a professional City Manager because he was not
company is meant to ensure proper pleased that "Domer had not followed
background and qualification checks, up on my direction," which he said he
and to provide transparency to prevent gave at the regular annual evaluation a
the appearance that city elected officials few months earlier.
may be hiring their friends (despite qualThe next day, April 21, Whitaker
ifications) to top city positions.
called for a Special Closed Session to be
Some cities like Laguna Beach, Long scheduled for April 27, listed as
Beach, South Pasadena and others, hold "Appointment, employment, evaluation
public sessions where residents are of performance or dismissal of public
invited to tell the professional
employee"
recruitment company what City Council
According to City Attorney
qualities and skills they want does not intend Jones' closed meeting report
to see in a city manager. In
for that date:
to hire a
addition, open sessions are
1) City Manager Domer
professional was dismissed effective 5pm,
held to introduce the final
candidate to the public before
April 27. (3-2 vote Whitaker,
recruiter.
a council vote.
Jung and Dunlap forming the
Oddly, according to public record majority);
request results asking the city for access
2) A $193,000 separation package for
to all emails and documents related to Domer passed on a 5-0 vote;
the recent dismissal of City Manager
3) Steve Danley was appointed as
Domer, as well as information on the Acting City Manager on a 4-1 vote
vetting of the new Acting City Manager (Zahra, no).
Steve Danley, the only document found
Mayor Whitaker then read from a prewas an email between Councilmember pared mutual statement on behalf of the
Zahra and a resident.
city council which contained a quote
In that April 28 email, Zahra explains from himself. The statement praised
that he was against dismissing Domer, Domer but listed no cause for the disbecause he saw "no clear strategy that missal. In fact, the statement seemed
would benefit the city...especially since more like a list of reasons to keep
managers usually take direction from Domer.
council as to their actions" and that he
Danley assumed the city's top position
objected to the added expense of both as of 5pm, April 27, 2021. The position
paying the salary of an interim city man- comes with a $208,000 annualized base
ager and the severance package, trig- salary, health insurance, sick leave,
gered by the council's majority vote to executive and vacation benefits, a car
dismiss Domer without cause.
allowance, (and retirement benefits if
In addition, Zahra wrote, "The new over 1,000 hours). The up to 6-month
acting manager was presented to council contract includes provision for an addi-

tional 6-month extension. Additionally,
the contract lists Danley as "Acting City
Manager" instead of "Interim," a distinction that puts him in line to be appointed
as permanent city manager by council
majority.
Many questions remain unanswered
including:
1) No one has explained why City
Manager Domer was fired or how his
firing is going to make things better. The
decision to fire Domer was made by two
first time councilmembers Jung and
Dunlap and one longtime councilmember Mayor Whitaker, who also presented
a single inexperienced candidate to
replace Domer.
2) Why was the mayor and city attorney’s decision to present a single city
manager candidate to be voted in behind
closed doors accepted by the other council members (except Zahra who voted
no)?
3) Why present and select a single acting city manager candidate with no
apparent qualifications to run a city of
140,000? And why after a mere three
months is there talk of making his position permanent? What has he done to
demonstrate his competence?
4) Why would an acting city manager
be put in charge of appointing an interim
human resource director when the decision has been made to put that department in charge of the search and vetting
of a permanent city manager rather than
hire a professional company? And who
made that decision?
5) We now have four interim/acting
senior managers. Who made the decision to appoint Pfost and Manfro as
interim department heads? Why did

Community Development Director Matt
Foulkes leave so quickly? Why have
over 54 employees left Fullerton since
the first of the year?
6) Why does Danley’s required 2021
financial disclosure (form 700) list his
only income coming from
SD
Consulting for “County of Orange consulting engagements,” when, according
to the county, his last job ended on
August 9, 2019? Did his home-based
consulting company do no business in
the past year and a half?

$28.5 million
for Coyote Hills
open space
California’s 2021-2022 State
Budget Bill (AB128), recently signed
by Governor Gavin Newsom,
includes $28.5 million for acquisition
of remaining undeveloped areas of
Fullerton’s Coyote Hills. Although a
purchase agreement with landowner
Chevron is not yet in place, the additional funding is expected to boost
efforts to purchase more land on the
west side of the 510-acre site.
The Friends of Coyote Hills called
the new funding “a huge step forward” in the ongoing effort to acquire
the whole site. Board President
Angela Lindstrom said The Friends
were, “thrilled to continue our partnership with Senator Josh Newman
and Assemblywoman Sharon QuirkSilva to save all of West Coyote Hills
as a nature preserve and park.
See full story at
www.fullertonobserver.com
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facts;” Trump insists on an alternate
reality.
This is the selling of delusion and goes
beyond Orwellian doublespeak, which
is believing two contradictory assertions
challenges to the election results. We at the same time. In his novel, 1984,
saw his assertions of having won “big- Orwell wrote great double-speak examger than the first time” rejected. Yet, he ples, “War is Peace, Freedom is Slavery,
persists in claiming victory. He implores and Ignorance is Strength.” Orwell’s
his faithful not to believe their eyes, fear was linguistic trickery, which is
their ears, or the courts because he alone dangerous enough, but Trump goes a
knows the truth because it becomes the giant step further.
Like a cult leader he tells you what
truth by his assertion of it.
you
have seen, what you have felt and
The most horrifying example of this
modus operandi is his Big Lie concern- imposes his delusional and self-serving
ing January 6. Never mind his promise, reality on you. Of course, his alternate
interpretations are always to his advanas he lit the fuse of the
tage. His technique is
insurrection, that he’d
not a simple distortion or
march down to the
even a lie. It’s the
Capitol with his credumanipulation of people
lous rebels, allies, and
that has come to be
militias. Of course, that
known as “Gaslighting,”
was a lie. However, to be
from the 1944 film
fair, he wasn’t physically
Gaslight.
capable of such a walk.
In the movie, the charWhere Chico comes in
acter
played by Charles
again is Trump’s current
Boyer
drives the Ingrid
claim that the rioters,
Bergman
character mad
whom we watched,
The
manipulation
by
constantly
denying
were not rioters. First,
of
people
is
known
the
reality
of
what
she is
they were patriots.
as “Gaslighting.”
experiencing.
She
Then, they were Antifa
becomes
unable
to
trust
disguised as Trump supporters. Later,
they were just normal tourists who what she sees and feels. Her reality is no
weren’t at all violent. Last week they longer her own but Boyer’s. His intenbecame, according to Trump, partici- tions are not benign. Boyer claims that
pants in a pro-police patriotic “love- all he wants is to protect her from those
fest” where they were “hugging and who would take advantage of her. In
fact, he wants to drive Bergman mad to
kissing the police.”
If the 535 people already charged with take her wealth.
Where Chico, Boyer and Trump join is
rioting, trespassing, assault on police
in
undermining the authenticity of our
officers, and destruction of government
own
experiences. Then, it’s a small step
property were engaged in a lovefest, this
to
create
doubt in our institutions of
was love as practiced by Caligula and
government,
the judiciary and lawthe Marquis de Sade.
enforcement.
This
leads to taking on our
It’s one thing to massage data. It’s norsocial
contract,
our
educational system
mal for politicians to twist facts about
the economy, inflation, and unemploy- and science itself. Finally, there is neiment. We understand that there are times ther objective truth nor agreed upon
when, for reasons of national security, facts. In the chaos, there is only one
our governmental officials will lie. source, only one fixer, and tragically it is
However, Trump has gone far beyond that gaslighting Chico Marxist Donald
lying. He presents, not simply what Trump.

Trump is a Gaslighting Marxist
Donald Trump is a Marxist. No, not a
follower of Karl. Neither is he another
Groucho. Nor is his Marxism modeled
on Harpo. Trump’s Marx model is
Chico—a gambler, petty thief (in his
youth), and a former pianist in a house
of ill-repute.
If ever there were a metaphor for
Trump’s (mal)Administration, it’s playing the piano in a White House of illRepute as his unqualified minions sold,
not their bodies but souls to Trump’s
plutocratic business associates.
However, Trump’s greatest fidelity to
the spirit of Chico was Chico’s question
in the film Duck Soup, “Who ya gonna
believe, me or your own eyes?”
(Richard Pryor changed the line to “your
lying eyes.”)
From the very beginning of his presidency this has been Trump’s theme. He
asserted, through his Press Secretary, the
hapless Sean Spicer, that his inauguration was the biggest of all time. This was
both contrary to the facts and to what we
all saw with our “own eyes.”
Later, Trump tried to persuade us not
to believe our eyes and believe instead
that the white supremacists who
marched in Charlottesville had some
“fine people” in their midst. We saw
them marching and heard them with our
apparently lying ears chanting the old
Nazi mottos, “Blood and Soil” and
“Jews will not replace us.” To normal
people who trust their senses, the meaning of this demonstration was obvious.
Trump told us otherwise.
These kinds of mischaracterizations of
observed reality were a leitmotif running throughout his presidency. But
nowhere were his counter-factual claims
more indecent than the Big Lie that led
up to the January 6 Insurrection.
We watched the votes being counted.
We followed the recounts, often led by
Republican Secretaries of State. We
heard the opinions of various courts, and
we knew that Trump lost over 60 legal

Kellyanne Conway called, “alternate

POLICE REFUSE TO ACT ON REPORTS OF STALKER
by J.A. Kaluzny
Two women reported to the Fullerton
police department that a man was following them as they walked their dogs
in early mornings. Later that week, one
woman called to add new information
about the stalker and found out that the
original complaints had not been filed.
She said, “I was upset and crying,
nobody was taking this seriously.” But
later that morning, Sgt. Bridges
informed the women that the police
were able to identify and locate the perpetrator and that they were talking with
him.
One woman said that earlier this year,
around February, she noticed a man
repeatedly driving around her as she
walked her dog. “I could clearly see him
staring and watching me,” she said, “He
circled
around
Commonwealth,
Amerige, Richman Avenue, and even
past the police department. He doesn't
speak or make gestures, just watches
and drives by slowly.”
“It kept happening, once a week, every
few weeks, then recently, I noticed him
being around much more. He would circle the block I was on, obviously following me. At first I was frustrated, then
mad, and now scared too, she said,
“Once in early July, when he was cir-

cling me, I flagged down an officer leaving the station. The officer drove around
the neighborhood but did not see a vehicle matching the description.”
“A woman responded to my post on
Fullerton Buzz with a description of the
man and vehicle. She had similar experiences. She got his license number, ending in W480.” Both women reported this
to the police station. Sgt. Bridges told
them that the man is doing nothing illegal.
A third woman reported on Fullerton
Buzz that the same thing happened with
her on July 25, on Commonwealth and
Drake Ave, apparently the same man
and vehicle, based on the license plate.
It appears that the women cannot
apply for a restraining order because the
police cannot provide them the man’s
name. The women worry that the stalker
has some strategy to escalate his stalking.
“I feel helpless, like a sitting duck. I
told my boss about what's going on, just
in case things do escalate and I am
attacked. We set up a morning check in.
If he doesn't hear from me, I asked him
to call my parents and to have them call
the police immediately. I also arranged a
daily check in with the head of security
as well. It's all so frustrating, I should be

able to walk in my own neighborhood
without this harassment. Worse, there
should be preventative support from law
enforcement but there seems to not be
any way for them to help.”
The California Penal Code Section
646.9 in section (g) states that a “credible threat” includes “...a threat implied
by a pattern of conduct....” Section (a)
states, “Any person who willfully, maliciously, and repeatedly follows or willfully and maliciously harasses another
person and who makes a credible threat
with the intent to place that person in
reasonable fear for his or her safety...is
guilty of the crime of stalking...”
Section (e): “For the purposes of this
section, “harasses” means engages in a
knowing and willful course of conduct
directed at a specific person that seriously alarms, annoys, torments, or terrorizes the person, and that serves no legitimate purpose.”
The Fullerton police department have
apparently deemed that a man trailing
women is not a problematic pattern of
conduct. They seem to have concluded
that it does not matter that the women
feel annoyed, alarmed, or tormented.
The FPD was contacted for comment,
but did not reply by press time.
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The Fullerton Observer welcomes letters to the editor and observer writers. The letters may be edited for clarity, legal ramifications, length or general taste at the
editor’s discreation. We also reserve the right to refuse to publish submitted letters for the same reasons. All letters must be signed. Letters do not necessarily reflect
the views of The Fullerton Observer, its Publisher, its staff or its advertisers. Letters are solely the opinion of the writer. The Fullerton Observer publishes these
letters as a way for the public to engage in civil discourse. Due to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of getting in. Thanks!
contact@fullertonobserver.com or mail to: Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton CA 92834
Dear Editor,
Several issues ago, you ran an article
listing Young Kim’s votes in the House
of Representatives. Some flack from her
office chided you for being unfair, but
the information you printed was correct.
Her votes are what they are and should
be known by her constituents. As she
campaigned on being bi-partisan yet
voted against a bi-partisan commission
to investigate the terrorist attack on the
capitol, where crazed Donald Trump
supporters wanted to kill the speaker of
the house and lynch the vice president, I
think it’s important for The Observer to
keep tabs on her and let the people in her
district know how she is voting.
E. Lee Fullerton
Dear Editor,
As a parent with a child who will be
attending Cal State Fullerton in the fall,
I was shocked to learn that student parking costs $335 per semester! This is outrageous and far beyond the means of
many families struggling just to pay
tuition. To make matters worse, the city
of Fullerton seems to have some sort of
sweetheart deal with the university since
it has banned parking in the surrounding
neighborhoods, thus forcing students to
pay this exorbitant fee. According to my
calculations, if each of Cal State
Fullerton’s 23,000 students pays $335
for parking, the university will be pocketing $7,705,000 per semester. That’s
well over 15 million dollars per year.
Since this is far beyond what it costs to
maintain their lots and parking structures, could someone please tell me
what the extra money is being used for?
Sincerely, D. James Fullerton
Regarding the July 6 City Council
meeting. When is the council going to
address the problems of all the empty
business lots that are all fenced up and
overgrown with weeds? Bring in new
businesses, for crying out loud!
Phil Fullerton
Tell gang unit to stop just baby sitting
these old homeless gangsters and actually look into a way of banning them from
our city. I don’t want to hear words like.
Squatters. Bums. Meth addicts. Gang
members. Drunks. I simply want the city
officials to care for all parts of fullerton.
Not just Fullerton Heights.
Thank you. J Ortiz Fullerton

Dear Editor,
As a Fullerton resident I always look
forward to your publications.
Reading your last publication I came
across a short blurb written by Sharon
Kennedy (Is this the US?). The article is
something my 11 year old could have
written and has no business being inserted into this publication. No factual
based information, just a liberal rant that
does not need to be in the Observer.
You guys do a great job but Sharon
needs to find something better to do with
her time than write this Liberal BS.
Please tell her to keep her beliefs to herself and express her thoughts at the
local family BBQ, not the Observer.
Keep up the good work. Local papers
are something I believe keep the community united and in the know on our
community affairs. I look forward to
reading and promoting your paper as
long as the political BS is omitted.
Tom H Fullerton
ED: Thank you for reading the
Fullerton Observer!
Letters in the Community section are
not news articles. They are the
opinions of the participating
community member.
In the most recent issue of the
Observer (July), a Jim Farvour stated, “I
am opposed to flying any political or
social group’s flag from the City Hall
flag pole.”
To Jim:
A) LGBT are not a “political” or
“social” group.
B) Per your direct statement, your
POV also applies to POW’s. Tit for tat
then right? Just so we’re understood.
Thank you. M.C. Fullerton
Regarding the July 6 City Council
meeting. Happy to see affordable housing at 1600 West Commonwealth. And,
regardless of which proposal was chosen, I'm just happy that some kind of
affordable housing is going there.
A $4 million dollar surplus is awesome. Was there any discussion of how
they will spend it?
And finally, props to Jung for reviewing JP23 (not JB23 as noted in the
story). That intersection feels like a war
zone on weekend nights.
Deke Fullerton

Here stands Paul Nagel, owner and
operator of the Bicycle Tree in Santa
Ana. He has been helping people obtain
and maintain bicycles for commuting
and enjoyment for about 16 years. I have
just donated my collection of bicycles,
clothing, and equipment that goes back
to the ‘70s. If you have any bicycle
items laying around or spare money that
could help Paul continue his wonderful
activities. Please contact Bicycle Tree at
714-760-4681.
Denny Bean Fullerton
Great article, J. Kaluzny!
I loved your style in writing “My year
to conquer the squirrels.” Many articles
have impressed or entertained me over
the years. I know Jane and Matthew and
have expressed my appreciation of their
writing skills a few times. I wanted to
say thanks for sharing your writing talent. There have consistently been many
impressive articles over the years. I can
count on it.
Thanks again, D Woods Fullerton

Dear Editor,
Since the Council Meeting, I've asked
for some clarification on the item about
using Asset Seizure Funds to Modernize
Fullerton's Police Fleet. I asked a number of the Fullerton City Council
Members if any of those "Asset Seizure
Funds" were derived from the seizure of
some of the vehicles impounded while
the folks living in their RVs were parked
on Valencia. I was told that if that were
the case, that the amount of money
derived from their sale would not have
been high, that most of these funds were
derived from raids on gangs selling
drugs.
That said, pretty much everyone I
talked to, including City Council members didn't particularly like the use of the
funds at all, as these are derived from
seizing property from people merely
accused/arrested for committing crimes,
rather than from those convicted of
them.
Pretty much everyone I talked to (and
I'd agree as well) saw this practice actually quite standard across law
enforcement across the country today so
Fullerton PD would not be alone in this
matter - to be nevertheless, it’s fundamentally irreconcilable with our 4th
Amendment protections against unreasonable searches and seizures.
However, I wish to underline here that
even if only a small fraction of these
funds came from the seizure of property
of people who are homeless then this
should be of a real moral concern for all
of us. But the whole practice of seizing,
selling and using property of others
before they are actually convicted of any
crime seems fundamentally dirty to me.
Fr Dennis Kriz, OSM Fullerton

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2020
ANSWER
KEY
TO PUZZLE
“FAMOUSLY”
on page 7:

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since 2014.
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Mariana H. Stapleton
1934 - 2021
Mariana, loving wife, mother, grandmother and friend
to all, passed away peacefully surrounded by her adoring
family who meant the world to her. She was born in
Spokane, WA to Philip and Marie Holgren. She had fond
memories of her childhood.
She met her husband, Thomas Stapleton at a Catholic
Alumni Dance in Palm Springs in 1957. She was a loving
and dedicated wife to Tom for 51 years until his passing
in 2009, and they raised 4 children together. They moved
throughout California due to Tom’s engineering projects before settling down to their
home in Fullerton where she lived for almost 60 years. As her children got older, she
went back to her beloved profession as a laboratory technician at Fullerton Internal
Medicine where she made many lifelong friends.
She is survived by her children who miss her terribly but are at peace with the knowledge she is with the Lord; Kathleen Duncan (Randy), Margaret Lewis (Andrew), and
Paul Stapleton (Noot) and brother, John Holgren as well as her grandchildren who lovingly called her G-Ma.
She is preceded in death by her parents, her sister Carol Holgren, her husband Tom,
and her sons Joseph (Terry) and John.

Lois Marie Jacobs 1925 - 2021
Lois Marie Jacobs died Sunday June 20, 2021. She was
96 years old.
Lois was born of Kenneth and Florence Yard on 5/1/1925
in Irwin Township, Venango County, PA. She grew up in
Pennsylvania and later moved to California.
She was married to Eugene Jacobs for 27 years and is
survived by her five children, Jeanie MacDonald, Judy
Jacobs, Sharon Jacobs, Pamela Jacobs Broussard and
Richard Jacobs; five siblings, Frances Richards, Laura Cramer, Dorothy Graham,
Gilbert Yard and Audrey Brown; 11 grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren. Her
parents; and three brothers, Paul Yard, George Yard and Robert Yard, preceded her in
death.

Marion Wise McClatchy 1930 - 2021
Marion Wise McClatchy passed away peacefully at home on
July 2. She was born September 15, 1930 in Bogotá, Colombia.
Prior to permanently settling in the United States she lived in
England, Brazil, Spain, Curaçao, Turkey, and Puerto Rico. Along
the way, she immersed herself in the culture and language of each
country, becoming a proud polyglot. She wrote for the Hollywood
Foreign Correspondents Association and taught at the American
Institute for Foreign Trade, where she met her husband Alfred McClatchy.
Marion exercised her passion for education by working in public schools. She
received multiple recognitions as an educator and taught at CSUF’s OLLI for several
decades. “Mi casa es su casa” was always her motto. Her wit, storytelling, and sense of
humor often left new acquaintances puzzled and questioning their assumptions about
the world.
She is survived by her sister, Elizabeth and brother-in-law Thomas Green; five children: Cristina, Graciela, Robert, Susan, and Frank; grandchildren Lynae, Emily, Laura,
Kobe, Kyan. She is predeceased by her husband, Alfred McClatchy.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to the Fullerton Arboretum.

Charles L. Davis 1950 - 2021

Local Fullerton pilot Charles “Chuck”
Linton Davis, 71, passed away Tuesday,
June 22, at St. Jude's Medical Center in
Fullerton, surrounded by family and
friends.
Born January 23, 1950, at Queen of
Angels Hospital in Los Angeles, Chuck was
destined to soar through blue and sunny
skies since he became obsessed with airplanes as a little boy. He was already clocking hours in the air with his flight instructor
by the time he was 15 years old.
In 1968, Chuck married Terri Short and
together they had a daughter, Erin, in
November of that year. They divorced in 1970. In 1996, Chuck married the love of
his life, Jackie De Costa. Their 25th anniversary would have been celebrated in
August 2021.
He was also known for portraying the part of "Santa" at the airport during
Christmas time. In typical uncompromising fashion, he would fly into the airport
aboard a helicopter, with a sack full of toys over his shoulder to help usher-in the
holiday spirit for children and adults alike.
Chuck was a straight shooter who’d tell you like it was. He was industrious and
creative, always working on a boat or plane in his airport hangar. He’d often foot the
bill for a meal before anyone else at the table had a chance to see the bill. Above all,
Chuck was compassionate and loving. He looked after his friends and family with
intense fervor and was always there to catch you if you fell. His presence is irreplaceable and he is truly missed.
Chuck was preceded in death by his mother Ruth, father Jack, and brother Doug.
He is survived by his loving wife Jackie, brother Jon, sister Georgia, daughter Erin
(Jeff), and grandson Michael.
Chuck will always remain in the hearts of his family, countless friends and
colleagues.
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Jane Steckler 1949 - 2021
Jane Frances Steckler, Fullerton audiologist,
passed away early July 2 in her home in
Fullerton. Jane was diagnosed with bulbar onset
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, (ALS), in early
January. Jane was determined to liquidate her
downtown business and make special bequests
to her children and three sisters. She is survived
by daughter, Jane Lauren Shoemaker, sons,
Brendan Shoemaker, Dennis Reid Shoemaker,
Michael Dallas, and husband, Bruce
Shoemaker.
Jane was born the fourth of 8 children to a family of Catholic educators in
Evansville, Indiana in 1949. The family would move often. She went to
Catholic boarding school, but when the school closed. Jane returned to public school in Ft. Wayne for her senior year.
She decided to pursue her Masters in Speech and Hearing at the University
of California in Santa Barbara. There she would meet several lifelong
friends including Barbara Cone Wesson from Fullerton, who set Jane up on
a ‘blind date’ with Bruce Shoemaker. In the Fall of ‘77 Jane interviewed for
a paid internship at the Los Angeles VA outpatient clinic. Bruce arranged to
have a pre-interview lunch at Le Serre in Studio City, where chef James Sly
from Fullerton had prepared a multi-course meal. Jane was a bit late for the
appointment downtown but was very relaxed and got the job.
Deciding to have children, Jane and Bruce hosted a wedding in his parents’ backyard in Fullerton. Their first child, Jane Lauren, was born in 1983.
Two sons later, (Brendan and Dennis), Jane ran a daycare out of her home
in LA. Five years later, the housing boom enabled the couple to sell their LA
home and seek a new home and schools elsewhere. And like Bruce’s parents
some 25 years earlier, they picked Fullerton.
Jane then went to work for Providence Speech and Hearing Center in
Orange. She soon became head of Audiology and remained with the center
for many years. Eventually, Jane opened her own business in downtown
Fullerton, Practical Hearing. She always said her best customers were referrals from previous patients who had already experienced disappointing
results with prior hearing aids.
In a last email to her children and siblings Jane expressed gratitude for all
life’s experiences including natural childbirth and even that of a terminal
disease, eschewing California’s ‘End of Life’ protocols, noting her mind and
body’s acceptance that the end was imminent. More than a month prior she
said she’d planned on leaving on July 2nd “as my social security check
should then be good for the month.”
Jane would like those so inclined to contribute to the restoration of St.
Joseph’s Lake at St. Mary-of-the-Woods. One can donate online at
SavetheLake.SistersofProvidence.org or call: 812-535-2800. There will be a
service/celebration-of-life at the Fullerton Arboretum’s Wisteria Pavilion on
Sunday, August 29 at 1:00.

Iva “Diane” Ross 1937 - 2021
Dr. Diane Ross, as she was known by most, was born
May 1, 1937, in Highland Park, Michigan—an
enclave of Detroit. She was the oldest of 3 children
born to Elizabeth Davidson Ross from Tennessee and
David Ross from Scotland. Her brother Larry, 3 years
younger, sadly passed away two weeks after Diane
and her sister Lore Ross Rule, 11 years younger, lives
in Coldwater, MI.
Diane earned a BA at Wayne State University and
then obtained an M.S. in 1965 and a Ph.D. in 1975 at
the University of Michigan. This is her formal education, but to those who
know her, know she was a life-long learner.
In 1973, Diane came West and joined the faculty at California State
University, Fullerton while completing her doctorate. She taught there until
1997 as Professor and Director of the Center for Women’s Studies.
Numerous scholarly and professional credits were accrued during her professional career including 21 publications in scholarly journals, 33 presentations to professional organization and consulting with schools, agencies, and
businesses in Southern California. Most notably she was President of the
Association for Women in Science, Western Society for Physical Education
of College Women and was on editorial boards of several scholarly journals.
Most of Diane’s friends and associates know of her civic involvement in
Fullerton, on the Human Relations Commission, Juvenile Delinquency
Prevention Committee, YWCA Board and as Elder at the Morningside
Presbyterian Church. Her interest in civic leadership didn’t change with her
retirement as she became active in the Deep Well Estates’ Neighborhood
Organization. She was a campaign worker in several campaigns in Fullerton
and Palm Springs.
She was predeceased by her parents Elizabeth and David Ross; her life
partner of 33 years, Arta Alexander; her brother-in-law Butch Rule and her
sister-in-law Patricia Ross.
Diane is survived by her sister, Lore Ross Rule; her nephew David Ross
and wife Jessica; niece, Patty Brock; Arta’s nephew, Chris Alexander and his
wife San and their children, and several great nieces and nephews.
Diane’s cause of death was COVID-19 complicated by a lifetime of asthma. A Celebration of Life will be held at the Mizell Senior Center, 480 S.
Sunrise Way, Palm Springs, CA 92264, on Saturday, Sept. 18. Any charitable remembrances can be sent to the Mizell Senior Center at the address
above.
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Miyoko Nagatani Sakai 1926 - 2021
Miyoko, known by friends and
family as Mio, passed away peacefully in her sleep on March 23 at
her home of nearly sixty years in
Fullerton, California, with her
daughter, Sandra, at her side.
Mio was born on May 18, 1926,
on Bainbridge Island, Washington.
Her father, Otokichi (Frank)
Nagatani,
immigrated
to
Washington in 1906 and was
joined a few years later by Kiwa
Ueyama, whom he married soon
after. Mio grew up on the family
farm, the youngest of four siblings. She attended Bainbridge High School
until Executive Order 9066 forced her family and all people of Japanese
ancestry on the west coast, including Japanese-Americans, to be incarcerated
in “relocation centers.”
Mio’s family was first sent to Manzanar in California and relocated to
Minidoka, Idaho where in 1943 her father died, and Mio graduated from high
school. With assistance from the Society of Friends (Quakers), Mio and her
sister were released from Minidoka in 1944 to attend college. In Philadelphia,
Miyoko worked for the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom
and lived at the Brudercoop, a Quaker-sponsored cooperative boarding house.
There, she met George Sakai, an aeronautical engineer whom she married in
1946 in a Quaker ceremony. Mio often referred to their marriage as the best
decision she ever made.
In 1962, the family moved to Fullerton, California, when George was
employed by North American Aviation and continued his career in aerospace
engineering. Mio and George became active in this community as members of
the Morningside Presbyterian Church and other civic groups. Mio volunteered
at the Fullerton Library and registered voters for the League of Women's
Voters. She was proud of their participation in the Center for Successful Aging
at California State University, Fullerton, where they “pumped iron” for many
years. George, Mio’s life partner and constant companion for over 60 years,
passed away in 2008.
Mio is survived by her son, Eric Sakai, and his daughters, Reiko and Teresa;
her daughter, Sandra Sakai Crozier, her husband, Russell, and their daughters,
Blair and Erin; her extended family; and many friends.
Known for her warmth, quick wit, and generosity, Mio faced adversity
courageously and cherished her friends and family. She lived a rich, fulfilling
life that touched many people who love and miss her.

June Pollak 1927 - 2021
Paulina June Salz Pollak, professor
emeritus of English and comparative literature, who taught on campus for 33
years, died June 26 at the age of 94.
During her lifetime, Pollak believed the
library was the intellectual heart of the
university and committed her resources to
ensuring Cal State Fullerton’s Library
would remain a keystone of learning for
generations to come.
Together with her late husband George,
Pollak donated a total of $1.3 million to
the university. A $1 million gift in 1998, the largest in the university’s history
from a faculty or emeritus member, was used to create the library’s first collection endowment. The couple also is credited with making the first planned gift
to the “It’s Our University” philanthropic campaign.
Additionally, the Pollaks in 1992 donated a family townhouse in Laguna Hills
valued at more than $165,000. Its sale proceeds were designated for endowments
supporting the library and scholarships in the Department of English,
Comparative Literature and Linguistics.
The Pollaks were recognized as Volunteers of the Year in 1996 and as “Gold
Legacy” honorees at the 2007 Legends and Legacies Gala.
In recognition of their many contributions to the university, the library was
officially named “The Paulina June and George Pollak Library” in October
1998. An exhibit space at the library’s south first floor entrance, the “Salz-Pollak
Atrium Gallery,” bears the couple’s name, as does the “Salz-Pollak Salon,” an
exhibition space located on the second floor of the library’s north side.
Pollak joined the English and Comparative Literature Department in 1961,
became a full professor in 1968, retired and received emeritus status in 1990
after 29 years of service, and continued to teach for another four years at Cal
State Fullerton.
Even after her retirement, Pollak remained an active volunteer, serving on the
statewide Cal State University Emeriti and Retired Faculty Association Council,
and as president of both the Emeriti of CSUF and Patrons of the Library.
Self-described bibliophiles and knowledge-seekers, the Pollaks enjoyed reading nonfiction, researching genealogy and traveling to different regions of the
world. They are remembered for their generosity, passion for learning and forward-thinking vision of the university’s future.
Stephen J. Mexal, chair and professor of English, comparative literature and
linguistics, said Pollak established the Salz-Pollak Endowed Scholarship for
English and comparative literature students shortly before she died, which will
help keep her spirit alive for generations of CSUF students.
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Charles E Geitner 1929 - 2021
Charles E. (Chuck a.k.a. “Doc”) Geitner was born on
January 23, 1929 and returned to the universe on July 3,
2021, at the age of 92.
He grew up in poverty during the Great Depression,
the youngest of eight children. An uncle introduced him
to his lifelong passion for the study of history. His
father, Charles E. (“Bert”) Geitner, taught him how to
garden, which sparked a fondness for gardening and
nature, that lasted his entire life.
Drafted in the Korean War (1950-1955) and rising to
the rank of Sergeant, he took advantage of the G.I. Bill
to attend Eureka college, class of ’57, where he met,
and married his first wife, Esther (nee Wright). They were married for 51 years, and
had two children, who survive him: Charlotte (Sue) Geitner, and Lorin Geitner. He is
also survived by his wife of 5 years, Gloria Geitner.
Moving to Fullerton, California in 2009 and frustrated at the lack of opportunities to
teach, he began volunteering at the Muckenthaler Cultural Center, and there met members of the American Martial Arts Academy. He subsequently took up karate there, in
2010. He became an admired and respected fixture, attained a black belt on June 7,
2014 at the age of 85, and delighted in the opportunity to interact with and instruct others. In retirement, he developed an interest in poetry, attending adult extension classes
at Cal State Fullerton, and eventually was published in an anthology titled “Poetic
Gestalt” in 2019. He displayed an intense curiosity about life and was always ready to
engage with others. Passionately interested in history, philosophy, and politics, he
enjoyed conversing with anyone about those subjects who could hold their own with
his knowledge, experience, and enthusiasm.

Dr. Steven Richardson 1958 - 2021
Dr. Steven Richardson passed away due to pancreatic cancer on
July 2, 2021 at the age of 63. Steve was born in Anaheim,
California on May 3, 1958, and was the eldest of four children. A
life-long Southern California resident, Steve attended schools in
Anaheim, Fullerton and Los Angeles. In 1974, he met his wife,
Laura Dean-Richardson, in a Spanish class at Sunny Hills High
School. Steve and Laura were married in 1982 at the end of his
first year of dental school at USC.
Steve was very active in the community and served on the boards of Muckenthaler
Cultural Center and the Orange County Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry. He and
Laura also hosted numerous fundraisers and hospitality events at their Fullerton
home for Muckenthaler, FCLO, Felicia Auxiliary to Crittenton Services, Fullerton
National Giving Alliance and Fullerton High School.
Steve is survived by his wife of nearly 39 years Laura, their daughter Mandy
Richardson, son Mike Richardson and daughter-in-law Natalie Richardson, as well
as numerous other family members.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, August 7, 2021. For more information, please email marlenemcglensey@gmail.com. In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to Assistance League of Fullerton or to Dentistry from the Heart.
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Museum of Teaching and Learning
Receives Grant for Mobile Exhibit
by Matthew Leslie
The Fullerton-based Museum of
Teaching and Learning (MOTAL) has
received a $500,000 grant in the 20202021 California Budget. The money will
be used to help fund a mobile exhibit
about the importance of brain development in the first five years of a child’s
life when “explosive brain growth in the
earliest years creates a critical window
of time for children’s long-term brain
development,” according to a museum
press release.
Unlike earlier MOTAL exhibits, Brain
Odyssey: From Conception to
Kindergarten will be housed in a large
moving van capable of being driven
from venue to venue instead of being
exhibited in fixed locations. The
$500,000, which comes in the form of a
matching grant, will be used for curriculum development, design and fabrication of exhibit materials, software to
operate interactive stations, and other
necessary facilities for the van. The program’s $1.5 million budget is also
expected to cover exhibit staffing.

MOTAL founder and Board President
Greta Nagel, Ph.D., said that the education system in the U.S. is skewed toward
older learners. Parents and caregivers
are often not aware of the profound
effects their own behavior can have on
the development of young children in
their care.
Nagel was initially surprised by news
of the grant, having applied for the funds
two years ago, before the pandemic
through the office of 65th District
Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva.
Quirk-Silva, announced the new grant
as one of several procured by her office
for Orange County non-profits in the
current State budget.
Brain Odyssey was developed over
two and a half years with experts from
Cal State Fullerton’s Departments of
Child and Adolescent Studies and
Human Services. Its $1.5 million budget
is much more ambitious than that of past
MOTAL exhibits. “We always say we
do million dollar exhibits in under a
100k. We’re in a new ballpark,” said
Nagel.

Museum of Teaching and Learning will begin transforming these trailers into a
mobile exhibit about the importance of brain development
Founded in 2007, MOTAL has produced several exhibits about education
pioneers, practices, and history. Three
have travelled to other venues, including
A Class Action, which told the story of
Mendez v. Westminster School District,
a pioneering school desegregation case
in Orange County.
According to MOTAL, “The mobile
museum will be trucked to places such

as community centers, community colleges, hospitals, children’s centers, Boys
and Girls Clubs, libraries, malls, public
events, high schools, and universities.”
More than 50,000 visitors are expected
in the first year. Initial tours would be
confined to locations in Orange County,
but with additional funding, the mobile
exhibit could be replicated for visits in
other areas.

The Limits of Desegregation: a Story of Maple School (Part 5) by Jesse La Tour
The following is part of an ongoing series
about school desegregation efforts in
Fullerton from the 1960s to today.

‘White Flight’

Throughout the 1980s and 1990s the
percentage of ethnic minority students
(mainly Latino and Asian) in the
Fullerton School District rose steadily,
mirroring statewide and national trends.
“1982 minority student enrollment
was 38%, up 4% from last year and
more than three times what it was 15
years ago,” states a 1984 article in the
Fullerton Observer.
This steady influx of Latinos and
Asians created a few key challenges for
the district: the need for more bilingual
education, exacerbation of de facto segregation, and white backlash.
A 1987 Fullerton Observer article
entitled “Concerned Parent Charges
‘White Flight’ at Richman quotes a parent of a student at Richman elementary
saying, “One of my son’s friends told
him that the reason he was transferring
out of Richman was ‘there were too
many Mexicans there.”
The article describes how some white
parents were removing their children
from Richman, a south Fullerton school
with a high Latino enrollment, complaining about bilingual classes and a
perceived lowering of educational quality.
“Expectations seem to be lower,” said
one parent, who chose to have her two
children transferred out of Richman.
“My two boys were beginning to feel

bad about themselves and showing prejudice, which I don’t like; so we decided
to take them out. We have to take care of
our own.”
By 1988, Richman was the new
Maple, with a nearly 80% minority population. Also in 1988 the first ever
Latina was elected to the FSD Board of
Trustees, Anita Varela.

Re-Opening
Maple Elementary?

In 1988, an ad hoc District Advisory
Committee was formed to study these
changing demographic trends, as well as
overcrowding in some schools. The
committee ultimately recommended reopening Maple as an elementary school.
The merits of this recommendation were
debated in a series of community meetings.
“I think (re-opening Maple) is probably going to be one of the greatest days
for our community,” Bobby Melendez
said. “I think it’s going to have a positive
effect on our community because it’s a
rallying point of the community, the
focal point of the community.”
Trustee Fred Mason and others, while
not opposed to re-opening Maple,
expressed concern that doing so could
re-create a segregated school, due to
neighborhood demographics.
“We’ll be segregated again; we

haven’t learned anything in 20 years,”
Maple resident Gil Perkins said.
The chair of the committee, Ellen
Ballard, said that the priority of the
committee was quality education and
language instruction rather than correcting “ethnic imbalance.”
Trustee Anita Varela, while not
opposed to re-opening Maple, pointed
out that “the District had not been serving the interests of Limited English
Proficiency (LEP) students throughout
the city in its existing programs, and
wasn’t prepared for the challenge of a
linguistically-segregated school.”
“I would like to see Maple reopened
with bilingual teachers and a bilingual
principal,” Maple area parent Terry
Garcia said. “But first the school would
have to be fixed up and the neighborhood parents involved in the reopening
before, during, and after.”

A Magnet School?

In 1989, the Fullerton City Council
appointed another “Task Force” committee to study and make recommendations about re-opening Maple. During
these meetings, one point of discussion
was (again) whether re-opening Maple
would re-create a segregated school.
One recommendation was to re-open
Maple as a “magnet” school—to create
such unique and strong educational programs that students from around the
City would be drawn to Maple.

Ultimately, this second committee
also recommended re-opening Maple as
an elementary school. When the committee presented its recommendations in
a series of community meetings in 1990,
the same debate about whether re-opening Maple would re-create a segregated
school continued.
A March 1990 article in the Fullerton
Observer states, “Several longtime residents in the Maple neighborhood
expressed their fears that a re-opened
Maple School would put their grandchildren right back where their children
had been 20 years ago when the
Fullerton School District closed the
school for being almost totally segregated.”
Those in favor of re-opening Maple
expressed hope in the possibility of a
“magnet” school that would draw
diverse students and achieve integration.
“I think this committee has done an
excellent job, and if resources and
enrichment can be provided in a new
Maple school sufficient to attract the
children required for a necessary balance and diversity, it can work,” said
David Quezada.
An editorial published in the June
1990 issue of the Fullerton Observer
expressed doubts about the feasibility of
this option: “We are not aware of any
examples where magnet schools located
in minority neighborhoods have been
successful in drawing enough Anglo
students to achieve an integrated student
body.”
Unfortunately, this editorial would
prove prophetic. In 2020, 24 years after
Maple was re-opened in 1996, the
demographics were virtually identical to
1972, when the school was closed.
But in 1990, a cautious optimism prevailed. The Fullerton School Board
accepted the recommendations of both
committees and hired a consultant to
develop a plan to re-open Maple
Elementary School.
It would be six more years before the
first kindergarten classes began at
Maple.
To be continued . . .
For full story go to
www.fullertonobserver.com

