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Sign up for  
Covid19 Vaccine

Everyone is encouraged to register and 
inquire through all available resources. 
Go to the California Vaccine scheduling 
site at: myturn.ca.gov. 

Or, for Othena, go to these sites: 
• English 
othena.com 
• Español - Spanish 
othena.com/?lang=es 
• Tiếng Việt - Vietnamese 
othena.com/?lang=vi 
• 한국어 - Korean 
othena.com/?lang=ko

NO CHARGES FOR 
OFFICER WHO 
SHOT HECTOR 
HERNANDEZ

See Hernandez, Page 12

Support local news with your subscription!

by Saskia Kennedy 
 
During the public comments portion 

of the Fullerton City Council meeting on 
August 3, Zoom caller Marlena Carrillo 
accused the City Council of not being 
transparent and cited two charges 
against 5th District Councilmember 
Ahmad Zahra from last year. Zahra 
addressed the accusations during the 
council meeting stating that the allega-
tions and charges against him were 
brought in the context of his contentious 
divorce during an incident that involved 
family members, including his mother 
who was under duress,  and that he 
cooperated with authorities, and has 
maintained his innocence throughout. 

The Fullerton Observer followed up 
with Zahra for further information. The 
incident referred to was an altercation 
between Councilmember Zahra, his ex, 
and a friend of his ex, identified as 
Monica F. “I still do not know who that 
individual is [referring to Monica F]. My 
ex and his friend came to my residence 
while I wasn’t home, and my mother 
was alone. I responded to a distressed 
call from my mother and was trying to 
enter my home and tend to her. I was 

surprised that the police had already 
been called.” 

Monica F. (whose identity remains 
unknown) made a “citizen’s arrest” 
against Zahra on September 20, 2020 
alleging that Zahra assaulted her and 
broke her phone. 

Police protocol during the COVID 
pandemic was, whenever possible, to 
not arrest so as to limit exposure to the 
virus. Zahra was not arrested but issued 
a citation by Fullerton PD. The case was 
then filed with the Orange County DA 
that investigates such matters. 

“I was innocent of all these charges,” 
Zahra said. 

After the investigation concluded, the 
charges were dismissed by the DA and 
sealed by the court. In accordance with 
California State Law, if a person has not 
been convicted of a crime, they may 
have their record sealed by a court. “I 
was exonerated, but of course some have 
since tried to politicize this very unfortu-
nate family matter. My case was clear-
cut, but I feel for those with less clarity 
in their cases that end up being hurt in 
what is sometimes a difficult justice sys-
tem to navigate.” 

 

Recall Election  
Ballots Due 9/14

Charges Against Councilmember Dropped

by Matthew Leslie 
 
Orange County District Attorney Todd 

Spitzer has released a report declaring 
that his office will not charge Fullerton 
Police Corporal Jonathan Ferrell in the 
May 27, 2020 shooting death of resident 
Hector Hernandez last year. Police were 
responding to reports that Hernandez 
had fired a gun at least twice and had 
threatened family members in his home. 

Cpl. Ferrell was the first of many 
Fullerton Police Officers to arrive at the 
Hernandez home in the 3600 block of 
West Ave.After police eventually locat-
ed Hernandez, Ferrell released his K-9 
police dog Rotar to subdue Hernandez 
in his front yard. Hernandez stood near 
his front door with his hands up but 
pulled a knife from his pocket to fend 
off the dog as it dragged him to the 
ground. Police body camera video 
shows that Ferrell then quickly shot 
Hernandez twice at close range, fatally 
wounding him. 

The 16-page report by the D.A. con-
cludes that “there is insufficient evi-
dence to prove beyond a reasonable 

Vote on Recall of Gov. Gavin 
Newsom and Vote for a 
Replacement Gov, even if you 
voted NO to Recall  

-Mail your ballot or 
-Drop off your ballot at an 
offical secure Drop Box or 
-Drop off your ballot at a 
Vote Center  
visit OCVote.com for locations

by Lance Langdon 
 
After months of decline, the number 

of COVID-19 patients in Orange 
County has spiked. As of the third week 
of August, Orange County has recorded 
approximately 650 new positive COVID 
cases each day for two weeks in a row. 
Rates are nowhere near where they were 
last winter, however. At that time the 
County saw nearly 3,000 new cases per 
day causing ICUs to overflow and St. 
Jude to open its abandoned wing and 
tented outdoor areas to accommodate 
both COVID and other patients, even as 
the bodies of COVID victims collected 
in local morgues. Still, the 650 daily 
average is more than twenty times as 

Health Officials urge vaccination  
as Delta surge worsens in county

many as the 30 cases per day the County 
was experiencing just a few months ago. 

Countywide, the number of patients 
hospitalized with COVID-19 as of 
August 18 was 568, the highest it has 
been since February, and the number of 
those in intensive care units has nearly 
doubled since the first of August from 
68 to 125; that ICU number had held 
steady in the single digits to low teens 
for much of May and June. 

Last winter’s surge pushed those with 
elective and semi-elective surgeries out 
of hospitals as they cleared the decks for 
the flood of COVID patients at their 
doors. So far this month, OC hospitals 
have been able to avoid a repeat of that 
experience. However, at a forum that the 

Voice of OC hosted on Monday August 
9,  Dr. Jim Keany, the co-director of the 
emergency department at Providence 
Mission hospital in Mission Viejo, said 
that people in the Providence ER are 
already waiting for beds. 

During the same forum, UC Irvine 
biostatistician Vladimir Minin noted 
that the coastal cities have so far been 
leading the current surge, with 
Huntington Beach cracking the 10% 
positivity rate for tests that, under the 
State’s previous tiering system, would 
have put the city in the most restrictive 
“purple” tier. Other current COVID hot 
spots with rates approaching that 10% 
mark in the second week of August 
included Costa Mesa, Dana Point, San 

Continued on page 2

Fullerton Hills Softball 10U Silver All Stars recognized: Mayor Bruce Whitaker presented members of the Fullerton Hills 
Softball 10U Silver All Stars with certificates of recognition for their recent District and State championship wins. They are 
the first team in the league’s 50-year history to win both titles. PHOTO BY SASKIA KENNEDY.
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Clemente, and Mission Viejo. However, 
Minin did make a few encouraging 
observations: the number of new cases 
in Newport and Laguna was plateauing 
rather than continuing to rise; and in 
northern OC, the surge was “markedly 
more gradual.” 

Dr. Chinsio-Kwong concurred, citing 
Santa Ana and Anaheim, which suffered 
from high infection rates last winter but 
which have not seen as sharp an increase 
this August. 

 
Safe to Return to School?  

The steep rise in COVID-19 cases in 
Orange County has alarmed parents who 
have sent their children back to 
Fullerton’s public schools, which 
opened this week. The COVID-19 vac-
cine has not yet been approved for chil-
dren under 12, and local schools’ return 
to full-time, in-person instruction for all 
students means that classrooms are too 
crowded to maintain the physical dis-
tancing that helped to slow the spread of 
COVID last school year. 

Many parents find comfort in the fact 
that severe illness in children with 
COVID remains rare, even with the cur-
rent surge: as of August 9, only six chil-
dren were hospitalized in Orange 
County with confirmed COVID, and 
another four with suspected COVID.  As 
reported in an August 16 LA Times arti-
cle, “What are the risks of kids getting 
COVID-19 in schools?” these low 
County numbers are consistent with 
California’s low rate of pediatric 
COVID-19 hospitalizations as a whole: 
the overall hospitalization rate for chil-
dren in California is only 10% that of 
adults in their 30s. Furthermore, at .21 
new hospitalizations per 100,000 chil-
dren, California children are being hos-
pitalized for COVID-19 at just more 
than half the national average of .37 per 
100,000, and well below the rates in cur-
rent hotspots like Florida and Texas. 

Nonetheless, Vladimir Minin, is con-
cerned that the County is unprepared for 
how Delta will affect Orange County’s 
schoolchildren: “We have zero experi-
ence dealing with Delta in schools,” he 
warned. “We don’t know how it’s going 
to play out because we are dealing with 
a highly transmissible variant that has 
not circulated during the school year 
before.” Minin urges the public to “be 
open minded and be prepared to be 
unpleasantly surprised.” 

 
Delta Variant Drives 

Current Surge  
In late May, the Delta variant began 

showing up in the County in substantial 
numbers, and within two weeks it had 
overtaken the Gamma and Alpha strains 
as the dominant form of infection. 

Today, it accounts for over 90% of new 
cases in the County. 

Sanghyuk Shin, a UC Irvine epidemi-
ologist and public health expert, reports 
that those infected with the Delta strain 
of COVID can expect to infect 6 or 7 
other unvaccinated people, while those 
suffering from last winter’s strains 
would typically have infected only 2 or 
3 others. Shin also noted that the contact 
time needed to spread Delta is lower, 
with infections occurring after less than 
15 minutes of contact indoors. As 
explained by Dr. Fauci in an August 12 
press briefing, evidence suggests this is 
because there is 1000 times more of the 
Delta virus present in the nasal passages 
of those infected with the Delta than the 
Alpha variant. 

Thus, even as Orange County public 
health officials are urging students to 
return to schools to enjoy the benefits of 
in-person instruction, they are advocat-
ing for increased vigilance. In a media 
briefing call on Friday, August 13, Dr. 
Clayton Chau, OC Health Care Agency 
(HCA) Director and County Health 
Officer, said, “Anyone who takes the 
virus seriously knows that the virus 
doesn’t spare children.” He is urging 
parents to share responsibility for 
enforcing other measures that help slow 
the spread of COVID: indoor masking, 
hand washing, and avoiding physical 
contact. 

Still, members of the media are voic-
ing concern that County and State offi-
cials are sending mixed messages by 
keeping the economy and public gather-
ings open in the midst of this latest Delta 
surge. And public health experts like 
Shin are urging our leaders to take a 
look at investing in more costly means 
of addressing COVID, like improved 
classroom ventilation, and providing the 
more effective KN95 masks to school-
children, as Utah has done. 

 
COVID Impacts  

Melissa Dawn Pinto, a nursing profes-
sor at UC Irvine, noted during the Voice 
of OC forum that younger people, 
though less likely to be hospitalized for 
serious COVID symptoms, can still suf-
fer from long-haul COVID. 

Pinto shared the alarming symptoms 
of long-term COVID: chest pain, rashes, 
bruises, inability to think, brain fog, 
problems with cognition, and more. 
Over 200 more symptoms have been 
reported by patients who suffer from the 
disease. “These are relatively healthy 
people who have been put down because 
of long haul,” Pinto said. “We don’t 
know how long it lasts. Some people 
were put down in December of 2019, 
and some still have unresolved symp-
toms. It does affect the rest of your life. 
There are people who cannot work with 

A free vaccine clinic was held in the downtown plaza on August 21.

continued from front page

Delta surge worsens in county

long haul. It is a disability.” 
Dr. Jim Keany said that, long-haul or 

otherwise, people misunderstand 
COVID if they see it merely as a respi-
ratory illness. Keany explained that 
COVID is a vascular disease: it affects 
your blood vessels, which means that it 
affects every organ in the body, includ-
ing the kidney, liver, and brain, in which 
some patients have experienced blood 
clots. 

 
Vaccination  

Hoping to avoid a repeat of last win-
ter’s surge of deaths and hospitaliza-
tions, Orange County health officials are 
pushing hard for adults and teens to take 
the single most important step they can 
to avoid contracting COVID and spread-
ing it to the vulnerable: vaccination. 

The numbers on the vaccine’s effec-
tiveness speak for themselves: 91% of 
COVID patients in the hospitals county-
wide have not received the vaccine, a 
trend that holds across California and 
the nation as a whole. Those who 
haven’t been vaccinated are six times 
more likely to contract COVID than 
those who have, and are much more 
likely to be hospitalized once they do 
fall ill. 

Providence hospital’s Dr. Jim Keany 
urged those who have not been vaccinat-
ed to reconsider their choices before 
they end up in emergency rooms like 
his, which are filling up once more. 
“You may say your risk is small, you 
may say I’m willing to take the risk,” 
Keany said. “But what you’re doing is 
putting yourself in a position to need our 
help when we may not be able to give 
it.” 

Keany also asked those who have cho-
sen not to get the vaccine to think about 
the impact of their choice on the com-
munity. “You’re not creating the barriers 
to spread, and so rather than it stopping 
with you, or maybe just spreading to one 
or two close contacts because you’ve 

been vaccinated, you are contin-
uing to spread it, especially with 
this Delta virus, which is highly 
contagious and is just running 
through communities.” 

Even as the state of California 
has taken a more hands-off 
approach to its public health 
mandates for private businesses, 
it has tightened up vaccine 
requirements for workers. 
County Health Officer Dr. 
Clayton Chau recounted these 
moves: On Aug 5, the State 
ordered that workers in health 
care must be fully vaccinated by 
September 30. And on August 
11, it ordered that all educators, 

with the exception of home school child-
care centers, and higher education, must 
verify vaccine status. 

Most of the public has already chosen 
to protect itself against the disease with 
vaccination. As of August 19, 1,963,035 
people in Orange County had been fully 
vaccinated. Over 75% of the eligible 
population, those aged 12 and over, have 
received at least one shot, while just 
over 67% are fully vaccinated. 

However, not everyone is getting vac-
cinated at the same rate. Chau reported 
that 91% of the eligible over age 65 have 
been fully vaccinated, but County num-
bers showed that only 56% of residents 
aged 12 to 17 and 66% of those aged 18 
to 24 had done the same as of August 9. 
Chau noted that African Americans, 
especially senior citizens, are doing 
well, which Chau credits to Black 
church leaders stepping up in coopera-
tion with the County. But he also said 
that Latino youth, who make up a far 
higher percentage of the County’s popu-
lation, are not coming in for the vaccine 
in equal numbers. 

Even among different communities in 
Fullerton, vaccination rates vary widely, 
as can be seen on ABC 7’s vaccine map, 
which pulls from California public 
health data. In 92831, only 58% of those 
over the age of 12 have been fully vacci-
nated. In 92832 that number is 63%, in 
92833 it’s 69%. And 92835 is the only 
zip code to surpass the County averages, 
with a vaccination rate at 75%. 

These numbers make a difference in 
how the Delta variant of the Coronavirus 
is spreading through our communities. 
Orange County deputy health officer Dr. 
Regina Chinsio-Kwong said that resi-
dents of Anaheim and Santa Ana, which 
are not seeing dramatic increases in new 
infections right now, have been getting 
vaccinated at higher rates than people in 
the coastal cities that are the hot spots in 
this latest surge. 

The number of those getting vaccinat-
ed has increased in the last few weeks, a 
welcome sign to leaders like Chau that 
people are taking the virus seriously. 
And Chau and others in Orange County 
health continue to take steps to increase 
that number, like sending mobile vacci-
nation units into communities and fund-
ing the Vaccine Equity Engagement 
Program in which nonprofits can “earn a 
coordination fee of $20 for every indi-
vidual who receives either the first or 
second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.” 

Yet there remain many residents who 
are reluctant to take the vaccines. To 
them, Dr. Chau is sounding the alarm: 
“There is no way of getting out of this 
pandemic without the majority of people 
getting the vaccine. No way. No how.” 

 

Source: OC Health Care Agency  
COVID-19 Dashboard.
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Tree of the Month: Holly Oak  
at Pacific Drive Elementary School 

 by Jane Reifer 
 
The newly-formed Heritage Trees 

Committee (HTC) presents the holly 
oak at Pacific Drive Elementary School 
on Valencia Ave. as September’s Tree of 
the Month. This is the oldest and largest 
oak within the school district and is fea-
tured prominently at the front of the 
school.   

Holly oaks (Quercus ilex) are native to 
the Mediterranean and therefore do very 
well in southern California’s climate. 
They are able to withstand drought and 
grow into a 40-70 foot tall and 50-60-
foot-wide canopy, providing both cool-
ing shade and air quality benefits. They 
range all the way from Spain to western 
Pakistan and are also referred to as 
Holm oaks or evergreen oaks. 
Interestingly, in Europe, they are some-
times used for producing black truffles 
in truffle orchards called “truffières.”  

One of the reasons this tree was cho-
sen for Tree of the Month, is to recog-
nize the Fullerton School District 

(FSD)’s care and regard for their trees.  
After a member of the Heritage Trees 

Committee made a comment about the 
value of trees at a recent FSD meeting, 
Superintendent Dr. Bob Pletka invited 
the committee for a discussion. He was 
joined by Dr. Rob Coglan, Assistant 
Superintendent of Business Services, 
and Ms. Pam Keller, teacher at 
Orangethorpe Elementary and former 
councilmember.    

Dr. Pletka and Dr. Coglan discussed 
their commitment to proper tree care and 
working with knowledgeable arborists. 
They were very receptive to the commit-
tee’s suggestions for a focus on the value 
of FSD trees and were open to highlight-
ing campus trees and promoting their 
community and environmental benefits. 
HTC was asked to provide a list of spe-
cial trees on each campus in the 
Fullerton School District.   

HTC now has a preliminary list but 
wants to ask current and former students 
and parents at our local schools to help 
expand the list if they know of particular 

trees on FSD campuses that should be 
considered for special recognition. They 
can be recognized for size, age, rarity, 
memories, historical value, uniqueness, 
or any other special quality.  

It’s not necessary to know the name of 
the tree to recommend it. To submit a 
tree for consideration, call 714-729-
3019 or visit 
www.SaveFullerton.com/Trees and 
scroll down to the form under Project 2: 
Heritage Trees Inventory. The website 
also includes reputable tree care compa-
nies and other resources to protect his-
toric Fullerton trees, including informa-
tion on the City’s forthcoming update to 
municipal tree care policies.   

 
Next City Tree Planning  

workshops:   
Thurs, Sept 23 6pm to 7:30 @ 

Fullerton Arboretum 
Tues, Oct 26 6pm to 7:30 @ Fullerton 

Community Center
Pacific Drive’s Holly Oak is the oldest 
and largest oak in the Fullerton School 

District. Photo by Jensen Hallstrom
Community Forest Survey: https://cityoffullerton.com/government/departments/public-works/landscape-tree/community-forest-management 

Samantha Velasquez (left) and her mother, Monique Juarez,  protest outside JP23.

Downtown safety of Fullerton  
discussed at City Council

by Saskia Kennedy 
 
Six public commenters at the August 

17 City Council meeting said they want-
ed JP23 Urban Kitchen, restaurant/bar, 
to be closed or investigated after 30 
women alleged that they were drugged 
in the bar. Several others voiced their 
support of making the safety of down-
town a priority. 

Samantha Velasquez, the woman 
whose allegations went viral spurring  
protests in front of the bar said, “I hope 
this place gets shut down. There are just 
too many unsafe issues 
that are going on. 
Especially since the col-
lege is not too far away 
from this community. It is 
just not safe for them.” 

Samantha’s mother, 
Monique Juarez, also 
spoke. “You just heard my 
daughter speak,” she said. 
“It is so painful to have to 
watch your daughter not 
go outside anymore 
because she is so scared. 
Last week when we were 
protesting, we had three 
vehicles follow us. They 
were waiting for us to get 
into our car. They didn’t eye the [other] 
protesters, but they eyed me and my 
daughter. And the reason I know they 
are from JP23 is because they were 
wearing JP23 shirts. Thank God the 
Fullerton Police were there. 

“I am not scared to fight for my 
daughter. I am not scared to speak up. 
What they did was wrong… I called 
JP23 to warn them … that my daughter 
was drugged, taken and raped, and left 
on the second story floor of a parking 
structure on her back. 

“When I got my daughter, she was 
bruised all over her back and her knees,” 
Juarez said through tears and visibly 
shaking, “The [rape] examination was 
so painful for her because of the force. I 
can’t imagine somebody else having to 
go through that with their daughter. 
Only to be protesting and her daughter 

to be called a whore and her mother to 
be called a bitch. And then we are fol-
lowed and scared. I am begging you as a 
mother, please shut this place down. I 
believe that you will catch whoever did 
this to my daughter, but please protect 
everybody else’s [daughters].” 

Curtis Milner, who spoke in support of 
JP23, said, “I have been part of the JP23 
family since the beginning. Jake, the 
owner, has been sponsoring me and my 
fighting career since I started. I just want 
to say he is a very upstanding citizen. 
Him and the bar. We can’t control every-

body. We can’t control 
everybody’s actions. It sucks 
what happened, but we can’t 
control everything. I just 
want to say I am sorry for 
what happened, but hopeful-
ly people who are responsi-
ble are brought to justice.” 

Addressing speculation 
that the restaurant has 
changed owners many times, 
Jacob Poozhikala said, “I am 
here as the owner and only 
owner of JP23. On behalf of 
all the 30-plus hard-working 
employees, including cooks, 
servers, bussers, women, 
men, gay, people of color, 

white, we pride ourselves in our diversi-
ty. We do not want to see anyone in our 
community hurt. I wish these allegations 
had been brought to my attention earlier. 
We try to put our customers at the high-
est level in every circumstance. We have 
a state-of-the-art surveillance system 
monitoring every inch of our establish-
ment. This is to ensure we protect both 
our guests and employees. 

“We have been a member of this com-
munity for almost 10 years. JP23’s pri-
ority is the safety and well-being of our 
community. Fighting, rapes, assaults—
these are all detrimental to the success of 
a business. Our amazing employees are 
not engaged in these activities. The FPD 
sent a statement [ABC7 News] saying 
that to their knowledge there is no drug-
ging and raping at our establishment. If 
the community feels different, we are 

here and ready for a dialog. I just want 
to end the insults and death threats 
towards the hard-working people of this 
great establishment,” Poozhikala said. 

After the Public Comment section of 
the meeting concluded, Mayor Whitaker 
asked Interim City Manager Danley if 
he had any comments based on the pub-
lic comments. Danley grinned and said, 
“No. I had one, but I can’t remember 
what it is right now.” 

Councilmember Jung read a prepared 
statement: “A brief word about justice to 
all those in our community who advo-
cate for it this evening. Councilmembers 
cannot unilaterally discipline businesses 
or individuals. There is a process that is 
in place and all those processes are 
oftentimes imperfect. I urge those who 
seek justice this evening to continue to 
fight for transparency and fight for those 
who cannot. Continue to be the voice for 
those who cannot be heard because 
change in all its forms doesn’t happen in 
real time.” 

Councilmember Zahra said, “I would 
like to extend my deepest sympathy to 
the young ladies and their families who 
came and spoke today. It certainly takes 
a lot of courage to come and share your 
personal stories and grievances and hor-
rible experiences. Public safety is, in my 
opinion, the number one job of a gov-
ernment, and we have an obligation to 
look at our downtown and reanalyze 
what is going on there. We, as a council, 

need to make sure that due process hap-
pens. I would like to ask if we can bring 
back to Council a discussion on how to 
improve safety in our downtown and 
throughout our city, especially in our bar 
scene. I think we need to reassess some 
of these safety standards and make sure 
we have zero tolerance to situations like 
this. I don’t believe it is good for busi-
ness, or for our city, and it certainly is 
not good for our residents and our visi-
tors.” 

Councilmember Silva seconded 
Zahra’s agenda request to look at safety 
in downtown and said, “I do want to 
acknowledge the courage that these 
young ladies have for showing up here 
and sharing their trauma and asking for 
some assistance.” 

Councilmember Dunlap did not 
address city safety issues or public 
speakers. 

Mayor Whitaker said, “It was not that 
long ago that it was not as common for 
people to play pressure politics and to 
have organized protests and to line up 
dozens sometimes scores of speakers to 
try to pound and propound the same 
issue over and over again. I want to let 
people know that it certainly has always 
been my tradition to greet and speak 
with any constituent on any issue and 
often some of those problems can be 
resolved without all the clamor, noise, 
and stretching our Council meetings 
beyond their normal framework.” 

 
“I urge those 

who seek justice  
this evening  
to continue  
to fight for  

transparency  
and fight for  

those who  
cannot.”  

-Councilmember  
Fred Jung
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To view the full agenda visit fullerton.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

Upcoming City Meetings
• Sept. 1 at 6:30pm: Planning Commission Meeting 
• Sept. 6 at 4:00pm: Transportation and Circulation Commission 
• Sept. 8 at 5:00pm: Active Transportation Committee 
• Sept. 13 at 6:30pm: Parks and Recreation Commission 
• Sept. 14 at 4:00pm: City Council Meeting 
• Sept. 21 at 6:30pm: City Council Meeting

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are  

available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
 

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or by email to: 

 council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES 

AUGUST 3 MEETING

Public Comments 
Those Living in RVs: A woman who 

lives in her RV in Fullerton, said that at 
least five other RVs were towed the pre-
vious week. “These people do not have 
jobs and have no money. If I had been 
towed, I can’t afford to get my RV back 
right now. My RV was towed about five 
weeks ago and it cost me $850. I think 
these five people will lose their RVs and 
that’s wrong. Fullerton is taking every-
thing from us. The new law that was 
passed recently is wrong. We are human 
beings and American citizens,” she said. 

Speaking for City Employees: Ed 
Bargas, president of Fullerton Municipal 
Employees Federation (FMEF), which 
represents most of the City’s non-safety 
workers, spoke about possible upcoming 
cuts and possible cuts, and how these 
will impact the services City employees 
provide. “We have been on a downward 
trend as far as how the City is going and 
budget cuts have been happening for a 
while now, and we’re kind of at the point 
where we can’t provide the type of serv-
ice that we want to provide to the citi-
zens. Hopefully, cuts are a last ditch 
effort to address the budget.” 

Affordable Housing at 1600 W. 
Commonwealth: A few residents spoke 
against the proposed building of afford-

able housing at 1600 W. 
Commonwealth. One resident expressed 
concern that the property could become 
permanent supportive housing for the 
homeless.  

Fullerton Alano Club: A representa-
tive of the Fullerton Alano said that dur-
ing the pandemic, their building was 
sold and they are currently without a 
place to gather. She suggested the City 
allow them to lease the Isaak Walton 
building at Hillcrest Park. 

Little Free Libraries: Alexis Reyes 
spoke in favor of placing Little Free 
Libraries in City parks, but said there is 
a City ordinance preventing this. “We 
can definitely re-write our ordinance to 
allow the Little Libraries. Installing 
these in our parks will give access espe-
cially to little kids,” she said. 

Justice for Hector Hernandez: 
Many members of the public asked for 
justice for the police killing of Hector 
Hernandez. See story on front page. 

Safe Parking Program: Curtis 
Gamble asked that the City reinstate its 
Safe Parking program for those living in 
their vehicles. He suggested the City 
partner with nonprofit Mary’s Kitchen. 

Closed Session
Before every public City Council meeting there is a closed session during which 

Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public. 
During this week’s closed session, Council met with Sunrise Village Owners, LLC 
to discuss price and terms of three property parcels around Euclid and Rosecrans. 
The City Attorney reported that Council had voted to settle the following cases 
against the city: Yoo v. City of Fullerton for $90,000, Trumbo v. City of Fullerton for 
$98,000.

AUGUST 17 MEETING

NEW INTERIM DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Council voted to approve a police towing services agreement with Pacific Towing 
Inc. They will join Anaheim Fullerton Towing as an additional police towing service 
for Fullerton. This selection followed an extensive review process beginning in 
2019.

Council Approves Towing Contract  
with Pacific Towing 

BUDGET STUDY SESSION
Before their regular meeting, Council 

held a budget study session in which act-
ing City Manager Steve Danley and 
Director of Administrative Services Ellis 
Chang presented options for balancing 
the budget adopted in June, which had a 
deficit of approximately $10 million. 

These budget balancing options 
include 1) $3.8 million in vacancy sav-
ings (leaving positions unfilled), 2) 
using the first $16 million the City has 
received from the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA), and 3) making cuts of 2% 
and 5% from City departments. 

Staff recommended using vacancy 
savings and American Rescue Plan Act 
funds to balance the budget in the short 
term. Staff also discussed potential neg-
ative impacts on City services should the 
additional 2% and 5% cuts be imple-
mented. 

No action by Council was taken, 
except to schedule another special meet-
ing in September 20 that 
Councilmember Zahra will not be able 
to attend due to prior commitments. This  
will effectively be leaving Zahra’s dis-
trict out of the budgetary discussion..

New appointments 
The following two at-large appointments were made: Miguel Alvarez to Active 

Transportation Committee and Lisa Wozab to Infrastructure and Natural Resources 
Committee.

Council voted 4-1 (Zahra “no”) to hire 
Greg Pfost to serve as Interim Director 
of Community and Economic 
Development while the City conducts a 
recruitment to fill the position. 

Pfost has previously worked as 
Community and Economic 
Development Director for the city of 
Laguna Beach. 

This position has been vacant since 
the resignation of previous director Matt 
Foulkes on June 4. 

Pfost will serve for up to eight months. 
The City will pay him $84 per hour and 
he will work approximately 30 hours per 
week. The estimated cost totals $80,640. 

At the July 20 Council meeting, Zahra 
said he would prefer that the City fill the 
position with an existing employee, such 
as Kellee Fritzall, who had been doing 
the job since Foulkes left to work else-
where. 

Danley responded that he made the 
choice to hire in interim director because 
the City is short-staffed and the commu-
nity and economic development depart-
ment currently has a number of ongoing 
projects that require attention. He added 
that he wanted the next permanent city 
manager to have the ability to choose his 
own Director of Community and 
Economic Development.

City extends agreement with  
downtown hotel developer

Council voted 4-1 (Jung “no”) to give 
a third extension to an exclusive negoti-
ating agreement with Parkwest General 
Contractors for potential development of 
an upscale boutique hotel near the train 
station downtown, on what is now a 
parking lot located at the southeast cor-
ner of East Santa Fe Avenue and South 
Pomona Avenue. 

Had the Council not extended the 
agreement, the property would have fall-
en under the provisions of the Surplus 
Land Act and become eligible for 
affordable housing. 

Developer Craig Hostert argued that a 
hotel would provide an ongoing revenue 
source for Fullerton in the form of bed 
taxes and sales taxes. 

Many members of Unite Here Local 
11 (a hospitality workers union) spoke 
against the project, arguing that the proj-
ect would take away from hotel jobs 
elsewhere, and that what the City needs 

is affordable housing, not another hotel. 
“I work as a busser at the Disneyland 

resort,” said a public commenter named 
Maria. “Fullerton should use their public 
land in benefit of all the public. Our pub-
lic land should deal with the problems 
that are most important to us in this 
moment—the housing crisis.” 

Danielle Wilson from Unite Here 
asked that the City lease, rather than sell, 
the property so it can retain control and 
benefit financially from owning the 
property. 

Mayor Whitaker, along with Mayor 
Pro Tem Dunlap and Councilmembers 
Zahra and Silva said they support the 
hotel concept because it will bring rev-
enue and jobs to Fullerton. 

Councilmember Jung, who voted 
against the agreement extension, said 
that he prefers the land be used for 
affordable housing.

Members of Unite Here Local 11 protest against a proposed downtown hotel. 
PHOTO BY SASKIA KENNEDY.

by Jesse La Tour
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Closed Session
Before every public City Council meeting there is a closed session during which 

Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public. 
During this week’s closed session, Council met with Sunrise Village Owners, LLC 
to discuss price and terms of three property parcels around Euclid and Rosecrans. 
The City Attorney reported that Council had voted to settle the following cases 
against the city: Yoo v. City of Fullerton for $90,000, Trumbo v. City of Fullerton for 
$98,000.

Presentations 
Muslim American Awareness and 

Appreciation Month: Councilmember 
Ahmad Zahra gave a presentation 
acknowledging August as Muslim 
American Appreciation and Awareness 
month. 

CSCDA - Workforce Housing 
Program: Managing Director John 
Pinkhauer of the California Statewide 
Communities Development Authority 

gave a presentation on their workforce 
housing program, focusing on the 
“missing middle” of affordable housing 
for those who earn too much to qualify 
for a traditional subsidized housing proj-
ect but not enough to live in the commu-
nities where they work. To learn more 
visit https://cscda.org/workforce-hous-
ing-program. 

COUNCIL NOTES CONTINUED 

OVERNIGHT PARKING ON  
WHITING, MALDEN, AND FERN 

Council voted 3-2 (Whitaker and Jung 
“no”) to rescind the overnight (2am to 
5am) parking restriction on both sides of 
Whiting Avenue between Malden 
Avenue and Harbor Boulevard and both 
sides of Malden Avenue between 
Wilshire and Whiting Avenues. 

A representative of the property man-
agement company for apartment com-
plexes Wilshire Court and Wilshire 
Promenade spoke in favor of rescinding 
the parking restriction, arguing that 
there was not adequate parking for their 
residents. 

Judith Kaluzny, who lives in a proper-
ty on Whiting, spoke against rescinding 
the overnight parking ban. Kaluzny said 

there had not been due process and sug-
gested alternatives, such as asking the 
apartment owners to work with the two 
nearby banks who have large lots. 

Council gave direction to have City 
staff create a parking permit program for 
those who live in the affected apartment 
complexes. 

Council voted 4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to 
rescind the overnight (2am to 5am) 
parking restriction on the south side of 
Fern Drive between Casa Blanca Drive 
and Barris Drive. 

Some residents of Fern Drive request-
ed the exemption to accommodate larger 
families due to limited on-site parking. 

Union Pacific Park committee to be formed 
Council Members Silva and Zahra 

requested that the City host community 
meetings regarding the future use of 
Union Pacific Park, which is currently 
closed to the public. The meetings 
would give adjacent residents an oppor-
tunity to provide input regarding what 
they would like for the future use of the 
property. 

Councilmember Jung made an alter-
nate motion to create a committee 
appointed by the Council to study future 
uses of the park. 

Councilmember Zahra expressed con-
cern that, with direct appointment from 
councilmembers, the issue might end up 
“being politicized.” Jung and Zahra then 
argued tensely about politicizing the 
process. 

Ultimately, Council voted unanimous-
ly to create an ad hoc committee made 
up of five members appointed by each 
councilmember, to last for 6 weeks. 
These committee meetings will be open 
to the public. 

Council votes down  
Art in Public Places Program 

Council voted 3-2 (Whitaker, Dunlap, 
and Jung “no”) not to approve creation 
of an Art in Public Places Program in 
Fullerton. Many nearby cities have Art 
in Public Places programs, including 
Brea, Dana Point, and Los Angeles. 

The program would have been funded 
by requiring developers to either install 
public art as part of their agreement with 
the City, or to pay a fee for deposit into 
a Public Arts Fund. The program would 
likely have been overseen by Fullerton’s 
Public Art Committee. 

“I believe in a voluntary, not a com-
pulsory funding of the arts,” Mayor 
Whitaker, who voted against the pro-
gram, said. “Art usually does require a 
benefactor and through history it has 
been done by the private sector mostly,” 
he added. 

Zahra, who supported the program, 
took issue with this. 

“When we are relying on volunteers 

or voluntary contributions, those are 
often minimal amounts of money,” 
Zahra said. “This is not something that 
is unique or out of the blue. Other cities 
have been implementing it for decades 
and quite successfully. Governments 
throughout history have found ways to 
commission arts.” 

Fullerton’s original City Hall (now the 
Fullerton Police Station) is adorned with 
a large mural called “The Story of 
California” that was commissioned by 
the Federal government in 1942. 
Additionally, the “Pastoral California” 
mural, one of largest frescoes in the 
United States, was also commissioned 
by the federal government in 1935 dur-
ing the Great Depression as part of 
President Roosevelt’s New Deal as a 
way to give work to artists who were in 
hard financial times as well as to beauti-
fy public places.  

COUNCIL VOTES AGAINST  
AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROPOSAL 

 After much public input and debate, 
Council voted 3-2 (Whitaker, Dunlap, 
Jung “no”) against creating an exclusive 
negotiation agreement (ENA) with 
National CORE for development of 59 
affordable housing units at 1600 West 
Commonwealth Ave, on City-owned 
land. Local nonprofit Pathways of Hope 
would have partnered with National 
CORE to provide services to residents. 

In 2018, Pathways of Hope requested 
a similar agreement with the City for the 
development of the site with Permanent 
Supportive Housing. Throughout a 
series of public meetings, many neigh-
bors expressed opposition to that proj-
ect, and ultimately Pathways withdrew 
their request. 

According to the staff report accom-
panying National CORE’s proposal, 
“The proposed ENA and new 
Affordable Housing Project does not 
include Permanent Supportive Housing 
and is not designated for homeless indi-
viduals.” 

Pursuant to the Surplus Land Act, the 
property will likely become affordable 
housing. National CORE was chosen 
after receiving five proposals from 

affordable housing developers. 
During public comment, several resi-

dents from the neighborhood around the 
proposed development said they were 
fine with affordable housing but were 
concerned about the involvement of 
Pathways of Hope and the potential that 
the project could somehow become 
Permanent Supportive Housing. 

Other members of the faith communi-
ty spoke in favor of the proposal, citing 
the need for affordable housing in 
Fullerton. 

According to Barry Ross from 
Providence St. Jude Medical Center, 
“As one of the major employers in the 
city, we know that most of our hospital 
staff cannot afford to live in this City 
without being rent-burdened.” 

Mayor Whitaker, Mayor Pro Tem 
Dunlap, and Councilmember Jung all 
said that there was a level of public dis-
trust surrounding the project, and voted 
against it. 

Councilmembers Zahra and Silva, 
who voted for the proposal, pointed out 
that the exclusive negotiation agreement 
would have required public outreach to 
the neighbors.

 
Council voted unanimously to relocate the Fullerton Pooch Park (current-

ly located next to the Hunt Branch Library) to the Brea Dam Park. 
This was the result of a series of planning meetings regarding the future 

uses of the Hunt Branch Library, in which it was determined that relocating 
the park would enhance the Hunt Library renovation project. 

Staff chose Brea Dam Park, located at 1700 North Harbor Boulevard at the 
base of the Brea Dam, as the best fit for the Pooch Park as it is centrally 
located, easily visible and accessible, and has sufficient parking, restrooms, 
and a large open turf area.  

The US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), which owns the Brea Dam 
Park and leases to the City for Parks and Recreation, has no objections to 
relocating the Pooch Park to the Brea Dam Park since the park sits outside 
of the sensitive habitat area. The Fullerton Dog Park Foundation also sup-
ports the relocation. 

Staff estimates the cost to relocate the Pooch Park at $250,000 to 
$300,000. The Parks and Recreation Commission recommended moving the 
park. The City will receive grant funds in the amount of $266,093 from the 
State’s Prop 68 Per Capita Grant program.   

Parks and Rec Commission member Jensen Hallstrom expressed opposi-
tion to the change, citing opportunities for habitat restoration, and the area’s 
historic, ecological, and cultural significance. 

 Fullerton Pooch Park  
to be relocated

Lemon Street Bridge murals to be restored with donated 
funds: Fullerton’s City Council voted unanimously on August 17 to approve 
restoration of the “Town I Live In” and the “Brown Car” murals located on the 
Lemon Street Pedestrian Bridge adjacent to Lemon Park when funding from com-
munity donations becomes available. The estimated cost totals $9,000. The artist 
chosen to do the restoration is Andrew Stirdivant. To donate to this fund, contact 
Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation Alice Loya: 
alice.loya@cityoffullerton.com. 
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Photo Quiz  
Send your answer to Mike at 

AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

Last issue Question: On which his-
toric Downtown building does this 

appear (below)?

This issue: Where 
is this lamppost and 

what is its story?

 Sorry to report that our friend 
Julie Rasmussen is closing her doors 
on a business that has become a fix-
ture on a very diverse stretch of 
Commonwealth Avenue. Julie has 
always been very supportive of 
efforts to grow our downtown busi-
ness climate and Roadkill has been a 
unique and interesting retail store, 
exactly what Downtown Fullerton 
needed when she moved in and set 
up shop. It’s hard to imagine anyone 
filling that void, but fortunately, 
Julie has a positive take on the situ-
ation.  

Julie: “I’m so thankful for all of 
the friends, connections, and won-
derful memories that were made 
over the past 28 years at Roadkill. 
Although part of me has died with 
the closing of the store, I’m so grate-
ful to the community for helping me 
through the grieving process.  

With so many beautiful messages, 
flowers, gifts, hugs, and tears, I’m 
able to enter my next chapter of life 
with strength, hope, and love. Thank 
you, Fullerton! I’ll always love 
you.”  

Many years ago, an idea was hatched 
to extend the Monorail from Disneyland 
to Knott’s Berry Farm. Believe it or not, 
the ‘Walters’ were not rivals. They sup-
ported and helped each other at times, 
even getting ideas from each other for 
attractions that would make their busi-
nesses grow. Imagine 
if they had been able 
to pull that Monorail 
extension off. 
Perhaps it would have 
even branched out 
from there. No way it 
will happen now, for 
many reasons, espe-
cially $$$. Most 
know the Pacific 
Electric Red Car rail 
system extended all 
over Southern 
California but was 
destroyed under the premise that all we 
needed was more cars and freeways. 
Gas was cheap so what the heck? Big 
oops.  

In my late teens, we augmented our 
bike riding with sidewalk surfing to 
have fun but also for another form of 
transportation. Did you find the skate-
board in the bike path photo? We could 
carry our skateboards with us instead of 

locking up our bikes outside. Quite a 
few of us simply walk now, and many 
more have taken up bicycling not only 
for transportation, but for a fun way to 
exercise. In order to facilitate that, many 
bike baths have been designated and 
help keep enthusiasts off major arteries 

that pose hazards for anyone on two 
wheels. Currently, the bike path on 
Wilshire Walk is broken up just west of 
Harbor. Not sure how much longer that 
will be but we will, of course, keep 
checking in to see how our return to 
‘normal’ will affect that part of the path. 
Until then, navigate around and of 
course don’t ride on the sidewalks.  

Sort of. Maybe more like West Nile 
‘denile.’ Have you seen these signs post-
ed in various neighborhoods? This one 
is very near my house. We should do as 
indicated so the West Nile virus can be 
dealt with. There are some problems 
though. First, the phone number is 
incorrect, it is actually (714) 971-2421, 
according to the sign on the other side, 
which is printed in Spanish. Second, if 
you do call, they will not do anything. 
You need to call Animal Control at (714) 
935-6848 if you see any of the situations 
printed on the sign. For me, it was a 
dead bird. Animal Control said “no” and 
I had to insist they come and pick it up, 
and eventually they told me they would 
do it so they could bring it to Vector 
Control for testing. If you find a dead 
bird, especially a crow, you may want to 
be insistent and hopefully they will 
come and get the bird and test it. Don’t 
we want to know if diseased birds are in 
our yards? Seems like that must have 
been the reason they bothered to print 
the (incorrect) signs and post them.  

Work has begun on the Korean War Memorial. The area has been fenced off and 
excavation has begun so monuments will be installed soon. We should have infor-
mation regarding when the opening ceremony will take place by the end of the 
month and of course that info will be posted here. 

Denials

ROADKILL RANCH

HILLCREST UPDATE

Transport Us

 Mike Ritto, Miss Fullerton Salisha, Heidi, and Julie Rasmussen 

From this to a Monorail?

Last issue Answer: Our train sta-
tion, of course, serving Amtrak and 

Metrolink.
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1. Degrade 
6. Andy of the comics 
10. Detergent brand that fits  
this puzzle's theme 
14. Burnett with a namesake Golden  
Globe 
15. Little of "The Wire" 
16. "Put Your Head on My Shoulder"  
singer Paul 
17. Extreme 
18. ___ Beach, Fla. 
19. Diving bird 
20. Fishy influence? 
23. 1914 battle line 
24. That, in Tijuana 
25. "Aladdin" monkey 
28. Inexperienced reporter 
31. "My stars!" 
33. Steak orders 
35. All over again 
37. Someone born on August 22 is ___ 
39. Symbol of authority 
40. Fishy actress? 

43. Outfit 
44. Divan 
45. Delhi wrap 
46. Small donkeys 
48. Mrs. Addams, to Gomez 
50. Checkers color 
51. "___-haw!" 
52. El ___ (Spanish hero) 
54. Boardroom V.I.P.'s 
56. Fishy actuality? 
61. Without purpose 
64. Cliff's pal on "Cheers" 
65. "Farewell, mon ami" 
66. "Tiger Beat" reader 
67. "Strega ___": Tomie dePaola  
Caldecott winner whose title  
means "Grandma Witch" 
68. Husband of Pocahontas 
69. Detergent brand that fits  
this puzzle's theme 
70. Haley or Trebek 
71. South Beach and Atkins

1. Bra spec 
2. Island south of Borneo 
3. Uffizi display 
4. Board game where a 4 moves you  
backward 
5. Pass, as time 
6. Protective clothing 
7. Iowa State site 
8. Analyze, in a way 
9. Marcel famous for his madeleine  
reference 
10. Garage or yard follower 
11. Declaration made with a card in  
hand 
12. Old MGM rival 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021 
“SOMETHING’S FISHY” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

13. Groupie 
21. Fit for a king 
22. Temple figure 
25. "...few ___ between" 
26. Emulate "Pretty Woman" actor  
Richard? 
27. Signing-on info 
28. Visited 
29. Rarer than rare 
30. Have no doubts 
32. Station 
34. Bozos 
36. Fan sound 
38. Supply chain 
41. Geologic period 
42. Oil supporter 
47. "Burnt" crayon color 
49. Kamala Harris's alma mater 
53. Emulate Hooch 
55. "Agree totally!" 
56. Daly who plays Lacey 
57. Sea eagle 
58. Anger, with "up" 
59. Took off 
60. Club fees 
61. "The Addams Family" cousin 
62. Mater ___ High School, in Santa  
Ana 
63. ___ Zeppelin

DOWN

ACROSS

by Jesse La Tour 
 
After many years of waiting, residents 

of the neighborhood around Pacific 
Drive Park will finally see their park 
improved. Fullerton Council voted 
unanimously at the August 3 meeting to 
award an $844,845 construction con-
tract to Micon Construction, Inc. for the 
Pacific Drive Park Improvements 
Project. 

Park Dwelling Funds and Community 
Development Block Grant Fund 
(CDBG) will provide funding for the 
extensive improvements to the park. 

In addition, St. Jude Medical Center 
awarded a grant to the City to purchase 
eight of the nine proposed pieces of 
exercise equipment to be included in the 
park’s renovation. 

Pacific Drive Park is located at 222 
Pacific Drive adjacent to Pacific Drive 
Elementary School, whose students 
often come from lower income house-
holds, and may not have easy access to 
other city parks. 

Over the past five years, City staff met 
with residents to gather information 
related to their concerns and requests to 
improve the park. City staff also met 
with the Fullerton School District and 
Pacific Drive Elementary School staff 
for their input. 

Residents of the Pacific Drive Park 
neighborhood actively participated in 
the design of the park. The improve-
ments will include new playground 
equipment, concrete walkways, new 
exercise equipment, a new basketball 

court, and new benches and picnic 
tables. 

Many residents of the neighborhood 
around Pacific Drive Park spoke of the 
poor current condition of the park and in 
favor of the improvement project. 

“Our southside of Fullerton is in need 
of your help and assistance. We need our 
parks. We need to have a place to be able 
to go,” Rosa Bravo-Merritt said. 

“It’s hard living across the street from 
a park where the kids can’t go. It’s not 
green,” Kimberly Dean said. 

A parent who lives near Pacific Drive 
Park said that the park and parking lot 
have become an attractive nuisance, 
with drug deals and other illegal activity 
going on. 

“Mostly we drive to parks on the north 
side of town because we know they’re 
safe, we know the bathrooms are clean,” 
he said. “It would be really nice to have 
our neighborhood park be safe.” 

Miguel Alvarez also mentioned illegal 
activity at the park and suggested either 
closing down the bathrooms or fencing 
up the park to avoid these problems. 

Community leader Egleth Nunnci 
expressed concern that the item had 
been continued/delayed at the last meet-
ing. 

Councilmember Fred Jung, who had 
requested that the item be continued, 
said that his intentions were only to bet-
ter understand the costs of the park 
improvement project. 

City staff anticipates construction to 
begin in September and take several 
months to complete.

Council approves Pacific Drive 
Park improvements

A City sign in Pacific Drive Park promises future improvements. 
PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR.



Page 8 FULLERTON OBSERVER   EARLY SEPTEMBER  2021EDUCATION

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling 714-870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman  

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on  
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton.  
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

What a treat. The Board meeting 
began with  Linda Beecher, the new 
Asst. Principal at Fisler School singing 
"America the Beautiful," accompanied 
by  Neil Anderson, the new principal at 
Golden Hills School, playing the clar-
inet. What a wonderful way to start a 
meeting. 

 
Superintendent's Report  

Staff are very excited about starting 
the new school year. They are looking 
forward to lots of opportunities this year 
that they did not have available to them 
last year. 

Dr. Hammitt, Assistant 
Superintendent of Personnel Service, 
provided the Board with highlights from 
the letter sent to all parents. This letter 

included the following:  
 • All students need to wear masks in 

school. 
• All school visitors’ temperatures will 

be taken and all students and teachers 
will also be checked daily. 

• Students will be asked not to share 
personal items. 

• Parent volunteers will be permitted 
but will be screened for temperatures. 

• School rooms will be cleaned every 
day. 

• The District has a new contract with 
"Math Learning Center" that will pro-
vide curriculum and materials and pro-
fessional development services for 
“Bridges in Mathematics Intervention." 

  
Trustee comments  

 Trustee Berryman thanked Trustee 
Sugarman for her continual enthusiasm 
for the Arts for All the Kids Foundation 

and for always making arts important in 
the District. She thanked Dr. Lee and the 
Emergency Response Committee for 
informing the Board what was being 
done to help students during the pan-
demic. She was also pleased with rela-
tionship between the Second Harvest 
Food Bank and Pacific Drive School. 
 Trustee Sugarman praised the District 
for providing special training for 
District managers and secretaries about 
responding to parent and residents’ con-
cerns. 

 
Public Comments  

 Four parents talked to the Board 
about their concerns about their children 
wearing masks. One parent who has 
three students in the District thanked the 
District for permitting students to return 
to the classroom. They expressed con-
cern that their youngest child in 
Kindergarten would have to wear a 
mask in the classroom. Several request-
ed that the District make wearing masks 
optional in the classroom. Another par-
ent who had a third grader, asked for the 
research information that required the 
"need for children to wear masks in 
schools." She expressed great concern 
that wearing masks would cause possi-
ble illness and mental health problems. 
"This is not helping them," she said. She 

also said that "online learning" was not 
good for her son. The District requested 
that the parents provide their names & 
phone numbers to the District so they 
could get back to them. Another parent, 
Mrs. Nucci, said she was grateful for all 
the school board and their support of the 
District, the recent remodeling of 
Pacific Drive's classrooms, and the 
planned improvements for the Pacific 
Drive Park. 

 
FETA  

(FSD Teachers Union)  
 Representative Darlene Ma said that 

FSD teachers are busy getting their 
classrooms ready. There are 60 new 
teachers this year. There are also reading 
coaches available to work with students. 
Teachers are looking forward to "work-
ing together as we prepare for the 2021-
2022 school year and hopefully moving 
back to normal." 

   
FESMA  

(FSD Adminstration's Union)   
President Gilligan said that her mem-

bers are anxious and eager to start the 
school year. Staff will be following the 
California State Health Department 
guidelines. She welcomed all the new 
teachers. 

August 10 FSD School Board Meeting 

New School  
Board Member  

The FJUHSD Board meeting on 
August 10 welcomed Buena Park High 
School 12th grader Grace Lee as the 
2021/22 Student Board Member (SBM). 
In California, SBMs are allowed by law 
to speak about and nominally vote 
before each open session board vote is 
officially taken, making it possible to 
share the student’s perspective on record 
before trustees make decisions that will 
affect the district’s entire student popu-
lation.  

  
School Reports  

In school reports, La Vista High 
School Principal Sandi Layana 
announced that 59 additional students 
graduated during the summer session 
adding to the overall FJUHSD gradua-
tion rate. All school site principals said 
how excited staff and students are to 
return and reconnect in person this year.  

Superintendent, Dr. Steve 
McLaughlin said he was excited to wel-
come everyone back to more normal 
academic practices and that “meaning-
ful connections” would be his leader-
ship theme this year, focusing on stu-
dents returning to a more vibrant aca-
demic environment. 

 Title IX Administrator  
From additional State and Federal 

funding, the District added a state-man-
dated Title IX Administrator to oversee 
that every student receives an equitable 
opportunity to participate in all school 
programs without fear of discrimination 
based on gender or sexuality. People are 
familiar with sports issues related to 
Title IX, but this law applies to all edu-
cation programs and activities. Leaving 
her position at Hope University 
Athletics, Julie Blied, an alumna of 
FJUHSD, accepted the position to pro-
vide a districtwide, consistent under-
standing of the Federal and State law 
(ED code 221.5-231.5) and to support 
students encountering issues at any of 
the high school campuses.  

  
Education  

Legislation Update  
Dr. Sylvia Kaufman, Assistant 

Superintendent of Education, shared 
temporary ed. code policy changes 
passed in the last State legislative ses-
sion. AB 104 helps students mitigate 
some of the academic upheaval of the 
past year. Dr. Kaufman informed 
trustees that qualified students and their 
families were informed about both 
option, by writing and through phone 
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contact with English, Korean, and 
Spanish language options. 

FJUHSD set an August 15 deadline 
for parents and guardians to provide 
written requests for pass/no pass grades 
to replace letter grades on their student’s 
transcripts. The second change allowed 
guardians until August 30 to submit 
written requests for intervention for stu-
dents not receiving passing grades for 
half of their coursework last year. This 
action sets a district strategy conference 
in motion that must be convened within 
30 days. At the meeting, the guardian, 
administrator, and student will deter-
mine the best path for the student’s unit 
recovery in order to regain a graduation 
pathway. This may include a fifth year 
of high school participation, additional 
tutoring, access to classes needed to 
graduate, and other support measures. 
The district has 10 days after the meet-
ing to put the individualized plan in 
action.  

AB 130 requires every public school 
district to offer a distance learning 
option this year. FJUHSD administrator 
Brian Cuevas, and teacher Lisa Valdez 
presented an overview of the iSierra dis-
tance learning program that currently 
needs to modify the student return to in-
person learning policy to comply with 
State law. La Sierra High School over-
sees iSierra, which offers A-G course 
access, in-person weekly check in, proc-
tored assessments, daily contact with a 
teacher, mental health checks, tutoring, 
and weekly assignment goal-setting. 
The prior return policy allowed transfers 
back during semester breaks and the 
new policy allows for transfer within 5 
days after school administrators receive 
a parental written request. 

 COVID-19  
Protocol Updates  

COVID-19 Administrator, Manny 
Macias updated the trustees on returning 
to in-person school settings. He empha-
sized that response flexibility is still key, 
as circumstances continue to change, 
but right now social distancing of three 
feet and wearing masks are being 
required indoors. Schools are trying to 
hold many communal activities in out-
door settings, requiring proof of vacci-
nation or COVID-19 testing for nonvac-
cinated staff, and symptomatic and con-
firmed case contact tracing is on-going. 
On contact tracing, if a person is unvac-
cinated and exposed to a confirmed case 
of COVID-19,  they will fall under a 10-
day quarantine. If a fully vaccinated stu-
dent or staff member is exposed and 
asymptomatic, then quarantine applies 
differently to those individuals. If some-
one feels sick, the stay-at-home policy 
still applies to both students and staff.  

The District will continue to push fre-
quent hand-washing, routine deep envi-
ronment cleaning, and contact tracing. 
Dr. McLaughlin said that the FJUSHD 
sites are ready for students and staff to 
return and vaccines are key for students 
and staff to make in-person environ-
ments successful and lowering quaran-
tine times. Trustee Dr. Chester Jeng said 
that he was proud of the District’s efforts 
and putting student safety first to wel-
come them back on campuses. Trustee 
Lauren Klatzker said that the theme of 
connection is focusing on kids and staff 
and making schools safe places both 
physically and emotionally.  

 Next regularly scheduled FJUHSD 
board meeting is September 14 at 6pm.



in-person class during my freshman year 
so I really appreciated the Sophomore 
Barbecue where they welcomed us and 
gave us a tour of the school. 

7. Social anxiety is a common concern 
among teens especially after more than a 
year of lack of in-person  interaction. 
But thankfully, in my classes students 
did not have the opportunity to be anx-
ious because our teachers devoted so 
much time and effort to make us feel 
comfortable. For example, in our 
English class, we did icebreakers 
that really calmed our nerves.  In 
Spanish, our teacher hosted a game that 
helped us get to know our classmates in 
a fun way.  In AP Computer Science 
Principles, we had team activities that 
helped us feel comfortable in a group 
setting. 

8. “School assembly” is a school 
 buzzword that means a gathering of all 
students for a specific purpose. For 
example, in the first week of school it is 

a way of welcoming all Students, pro-
moting school spirit, and gaining sup-
port for school programs like PTA, year-
book, sports events, among others.  Our 
school assembly was during the first 
week and was the first massive gather-
ing I have ever attended since the pan-
demic.  It was held inside our school 
gym.  Even when the assembly was split 
into two sessions, some students had to 
sit on the floor due to lack of space. 
 Despite the threat of COVID, one thing 
stood out during this rare school event: 
there is an overflow of EXCITEMENT 
AND HAPPINESS as students show-
cased electrifying production numbers, 
enjoyed the parlor games, and laughed 
at the entertaining videos. 

Based on the above, I would say that 
despite the threat of the new coronavirus 
variants, our new school year got off to 
a good start.  It may be too early to tell 
if this is sustainable, but I guess we all 
just want to take it one day at a time.  
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TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 10th grade

Insider Info: 
What it’s like to be back to 

school in the Covid Era

WHAT’S TRENDING? by Irene, 10th grade

Breaking borders

FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

Meet Willawendess!

PLANT SCENE by Erin, 7th grade

Look! At the 
amazing way 

I grow my 
avocado 
plants

Willawendess was brought to the OC 
Animal Care as a petite, one-pound, 4-
month-old kitten. Too tiny to be adopted 
right away, she flourished as a cherished 
foster-pet. Popular with fellow felines 
and people, little Willa was taken in by a 
warm-hearted foster caretaker and 
bloomed into a prime family cat. Willa 
is a sweet and friendly feline, with her 
snowy half-mustache and cute Puss-in-
Boots shoes. This social butterfly is 
ready for adoption. Don’t YOU want to 

take this loving fluffball home? To learn 
more, go to www.ocpetinfo.com 

  
Endangered Animal Trivia 

 
Q: How many Javan rhinos are there 

in the world? 
 
A: Fewer than 75, making this rare 

creature one of the most critically 
endangered large mammal species in the 
world. None in captivity, the only other 
group of rhinos known in existence is a 
small group in Cas Tien National Park in 
Vietnam, with only eight predicted to 
survive. Killed for their beautiful horns, 
they are used as a symbol of success and 
riches. Also, the horns are falsely 
believed to cure any type of illness if 
you eat them as powder. And, on the 
Asian black market, a rhino horn can be 
bought at around an astonishing $65,000 
USD per kg.

Growing an avocado seed by this 
method is a great way to grow some-
thing and it’s a great way for beginners 
like me. Here’s how to grow an avocado 
in water.  

1. Get your materials—You’re going 
to need a mason jar (or something that 
size), a paper towel, an avocado seed 
(scoop it out), and some toothpicks.  

2. Moisten the seed and get rid of the 
skin—Soak your avocado seed in water 
(preferably warm water) and peel off the 
brown skin. Then, wrap your avocado 
seed in a paper towel and pour a little 
water on it.  

3. Leave it in the sun—Put the 

wrapped seed in the jar for about a week 
in the sun. You can switch out the paper 
towel after a few days. 

 4. Poke in the toothpicks—Once you 
see a little root at the bottom of the seed, 
poke in three toothpicks equally spaced 
around the middle. 

 5. Add water—Make sure that the 
water level is so that the end of the seed 
is under the water. You can change the 
water in the jar every week or so. And 
you’re done.  

I added a picture of my tallest avocado 
plant, but I’m growing two others. I find 
that bigger seeds grow faster. I hope you 
have a great time growing an avocado.

Despite being Marvel’s first film with 
an Asian lead, waves of displeased fans 
have taken to TikTok to criticize 
Disney’s weak efforts to 
promote Shang-Chi and the Legend of 
the Ten Rings. Although the movie is 
expected to air in theaters on Sept. 3, 
compared to other Marvel films, Shang-
Chi lacked marketing and exposure, 
which is believed to be racially motivat-
ed. Fans even jokingly claimed that lead 
actor Simu Liu was now the advertising 
campaign manager as he proved to be 
the only individual involved in promot-
ing the film. TikTokers, however, took 
the matter into their own hands and 
started creating content all over social 
media to support Liu and his upcoming 
movie in Disney’s stead. While the pro-

duction company shows little interest 
over the momentous film, fans continue 
to advocate for Liu and Asian represen-
tation in the media: 

 
https://www.dailydot.com/unclick/sha

ng-chi-marvel-promotion-marketing/ 
 
https://nypost.com/2021/08/16/mar-

vel-fans-mad-at-disney-over-lack-of-
shang-chi-promo/ 

 
h t t p s : / / w w w. p o p b u z z . c o m / t v -

film/news/shang-chi-marvel-release-
date-asian-racism/ 

 
https://mcutimes.com/marvel-fans-

call-lack-of-shang-chi-advertising-
racistly-motivated/

It has been two weeks since we 
returned to in-person classes. If you’re a 
parent, you might be wondering what it 
is like inside the school campus in this 
new normal.  Here is some insider info 
you might want to know: 

1. There are about 3,000 students in 
my school and the good news is, we all 
wear masks indoors, especially in the 
classrooms.  A few might not wear 
masks upon entering a classroom, but 
the teachers have a set of masks ready to 
offer them along with hands-free sanitiz-
er. 

2. There is a daily symptom check sur-
vey that needs to be filled out before 
leaving home and the fact that we get 
email reminders every single day means 
two things—the school is seriously 
monitoring safety protocols and it is 
very possible there are those who forget 
to fill out this survey every morning 
before leaving home. It took me days 
and constant follow-up to get used to fil-
ing out the survey. 

3. There is a temperature sensor and 

monitor at the main entrance. 
 Considering that our school is not 
gated, I wonder how many 
students actually go through this check. 
 I get dropped off at the side entrance 
where the main parking lot is, so I never 
get the chance to pass through the tem-
perature check. 

4. On the first day of school, we got a 
letter about a student who tested positive 
for COVID and if we were exposed, we 
would receive a letter from the school 
nurse to quarantine.  I was relieved that 
I did not get any quarantine notice.  So 
far, no new positive cases have 
been reported since then. 

5. Social distancing is not practiced 
indoors and outdoors.  We just rely on 
masks for our safety precaution. On one 
of the passing periods, someone in front 
of me started coughing. I had to quickly 
make a U-turn and find another way to 
get to my class. 

6. Our school had to do a double wel-
come party for both freshmen and soph-
omores.  I never had the chance to attend 

School Assembly 
Leadership 
Committee 
Members 
Francine, 

Frances, Sue, 
Bella
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• 12:30pm-2:30pm: FREE Senior 
Bingo  No Registration. Fullerton 
Community Center - Grand Hall.  340 
W Commonwealth Ave More info 714-
738-6575. Every Monday.  
 
•   8am-9pm: Walk & Talk  
Fullerton Community Cntr, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. More info 714-
738-6575. Every Monday & Wednesday 
 
•    6 - 8 pm: Dancing Social $2:  
Fullerton Community Cntr, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. More info 714-
738-6575. Every Tuesday 
 
• 8am-10am: Hawaiian Dance Lessons 
• 10:30am -11:45am: Middle Eastern 
Belly Dance Lessons 
$3 drop-in, $20 resident/$26 nonresident 
Fullerton Community Cntr, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. More info 714-
738-6575. Every Tuesday. 
 
•    9am - 11am: Line Dance Lessons: 
$3 drop-in, $20 resident/$26 nonresident 
Fullerton Community Cntr, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. More info 714-
738-6575. Every Wednesday. 

 
• 9:15am-11am: Reading Club 
Fullerton Community Cntr, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. More info 714-
738-6575. Every Thursday. 
 
• 10am-1pm: Movie Matinee $1 
Fullerton Community Cntr, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. More info 714-
738-6575. MOVIES DATES: 

Friday, Sept 10 ....... Blue Miracle 
Friday, Sept 24 ....... Resort to Love 

You can find more classes at  
www.fullertoncommunitycenter.com 

Smokin’ Cobras at Farmers Market

Say that you saw it  
in the  

Fullerton Observer!

Soundbytes band at Thursday Farmers Market in the Downtown Plaza 

FAMILY FUN

•   8am-11am: drop in fee $3 resident / 
$4 non-resident. Table Tennis & 
Pickleball. Fullerton Community 
Center, 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 
More info 714-738-6575. Every 
Tuesday & Thursday.  
 
•  8:30am-12:30pm: Fullerton’s 
Certified Farmers Market. Visit the 
Farmers Market at the new Community 
Center location to shop for fresh fruit, 
vegetables, eggs, honey, fish, flowers, 
plants, bread & more. Behind the 
Fullerton Community Center - 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave Every Wednesday. 
 
•  4pm-8pm: FREE Smokin’ Cobras 
at Downtown Fullerton Market. Shop 
for produce  & food by small vendors 
while enjoying live music. Museum 
Beer Garden is open too! Downtown 
Fullerton Plaza. 125 E Wilshire Ave 
     Every Thursday. BAND LINE-UP: 

Sept 2 ....... Smoking Cobras 
Sept 9 ....... Soundbytes 
Sept 16 ..... Last Call OC 
Sept 23 ..... The Split

Music and Libations

Seniors Only (50+) Virtual Fun

Stage Performances

• 8:00pm: Maverick Theater Stage 
Adaptation of King Kong. $10-28. The 
play is based on the Delos W. Lovelace 
novel, which is the same storyline and 
dialogue from the original film with 
only minor changes and additions.  The 
overall show will have a lighthearted 
tongue-in-cheek feel but all the charac-
ters will be played honest and as true to 
the original; even the man in the monkey 
suit. 110 E Walnut Ave, Unit B (714) 
526-7070. Tickets www.maverickthe-
ater.com. 

DATES: 
Friday, Sept 3 & Saturday, Sept 4 

Friday, Sept 10 & Saturday, Sept 11 
 

• 7:30-9:30pm: The Electric Company 
Theatre presents: The Old Man and 
the Old Moon. $20 This seafaring 
adventure will take place on the south 
lawn of the mansion, and audiences are 
invited to bring their own blankets or 
lawn chairs for a night of inventive the-
atre and live music under the moon.  
Tickets must be bought in advance 
through https://themuck.org.  

DATES: 
Tuesday, Sept 14 & Wednesday, Sept 15 
Tuesday, Sept 21 & Wednesday, Sept 22

Arboretum Museum  
Exhibit:  

The Art of Survival: 
Enduring  

the Turmoil  
of Tule Lake 

 
Sept 14 thru Nov 7 

open Tue, Sat & Sun  
10am-1pm  

See more calendar events www.fullertonobserver.com • Send calendar events to ads@fullertonobserver.com

TUE AUGUST 31 
•  7:00pm: Comedy Show & Open 
Mic. Must be 21+. Comedy show fol-
lowed by open mic. To participate in 
Open Mic: 3min Set Free, 7min Set w/ 
Purchase. Back Alley Bar & Grill - 116 
W Wilshire Ave 714-526-3032. Every 
Tuesday. 
 

THURS SEPTEMBER 2 
• 7:00pm-10:00pm: Open Mic Night 
at Ziings. Local performers show off 
their talent. Ziings Bistro, 209 N Harbor 
Blvd, Phone: 714-526-5777 Every 
Thursday. 
 
• 7:30-9:pm: Electric Company 
Theatre Presents "We Pick 3" musi-
cians. For an intimate night of story-
telling and song. $30 non-member, $20 
student/senior, $15 member. Tickets 
must be bought in advance through 
https://themuck.org. 
 

FRI SEPTEMBER 3 
• 8pm-2am: Smashing Pumpkins -
Live Tribute Show 21+up  
Totally 80s Bar & Grill, 2512 W. 
Orangethorope Ave, 714-879-0108 , 
info@totally80sbar.com. 
 

SAT SEPTEMBER 4 
• 7:00pm-10:00pm: The Ron 
Kobayashi Trio. The best jazz group in 
Orange County will be at Les Amis, 128 
W Wilshire Ave.  
 
• 8:00pm-2:00am: Selena -Live- 
Tribute Show. Totally 80s Bar & Grill 
2512 W Orangethorope Ave, 714-879-
0108 - www.totally80sbar.com. 
 

THURS SEPTEMBER 9 
• 7:30-9:30pm: Sean Oliu and the 
Coastline Cowboys Country Western 
Blues trio $30 non-member, $20 stu-
dent/senior, $15 member. Tickets must 
be bought in advance through 
https://themuck.org. 
 

FRI SEPTEMBER 10 
• 8pm-2am: Social Distortion -Live- 
Tribute Show 21+up  
Totally 80s Bar & Grill, 2512 W. 
Orangethorope Ave, 714-879-0108 , 
info@totally80sbar.com. 
 

SAT SEPTEMBER 11 
• 8:00pm-2:00am: Beastie Boys -Live- 
Tribute Show Totally 80s Bar & Grill 
2512 W. Orangethorope Ave. 714-879-
0108 - info@totally80sbar.com. 

 
THURS SEPTEMBER 16 

• 7:30-9:30pm: The Ploughboys mod-
ern and traditional music from the 
British Isles, with a dash of bluegrass, 
country, and American folk thrown in 
$30 non-member, $20 student/senior, 
$15 member. Tickets must be bought in 
advance through https://themuck.org. 
 

FRI SEPTEMBER 17 
• 8pm-2am: The Flashbax -Radical 
21+up Totally 80s Bar & Grill, 2512 W. 
Orangethorope Ave, 714-879-0108 , 
info@totally80sbar.com. 
 

SAT SEPTEMBER 18 
• 8:00pm-2:00am: David Bowie -Live- 
Tribute Show Totally 80s Bar & Grill 
2512 W. Orangethorope Ave. 714-879-
0108 - info@totally80sbar.com. 
 

THURS SEPTEMBER 23 
• 7:30-9:30pm: Haemil Korean 
Traditional Music $30 non-member, $20 
student/senior, $15 member. Tickets 
must be bought in advance through 
https://themuck.org. 

• 8-9:30pm: Zoroastrianism Lecture 
by Dr. James Rietveld online Ipso 
Facto, 517 N Harbor Blvd, 714-525-
7865  register at www.eventbrite.com 
 

September 12 - September 18  
• Fall Veggie Sale Fullerton 
Arboretum: Sept 12 - September 18 
 
• Cooking Made E.Z. with Ester 
Zepeda  
A step-by-step cooking show presents 
easy, healthy and delicious recipes you 
can make at home. Browse the online 
offerings at www.fullertoncommunity-
center.com/cookingmadeez/ 
Register for $9 to receive video links 
and written recipes. The program is 
funded through the OC Office on Aging 
so seniors 60+ can receive materials for 
free. Call the Fullerton Community 
Center at (714)738-6575 with questions. 
 
•    Virtual Museum Tours  
National Gallery of the Arts go to 
www.nga.gov/features/degas-virtual-
tour.html Fun and highly educational for 
those interested in art and art history. 
 
The British Museum go to www.british-
museum.org/collection/galleries This is 
just a walk through the various rooms in 
the museum. Fun old school style. Scroll 
down to find the rooms to visit.  

     This is a traveling exhibition probing 
the complexity of Tule Lake, the 
Japanese American confinement site in 
Newell, CA. It became the only offi-
cially designated segregation center 
during WWII and was ruled under mar-
tial law. This location was the largest of 
the 10 confinement sites, incarcerating 
120,000 people of Japanese descent, 

most citizens of this nation. Many of 
those who were brought in under segre-
gation knew their rights had been egre-
giously undermined and were willing 
to stand up to the injustice. Accused of 
being disloyal, in their dissent, they 
were ironically acting in the most 
American way. Fullerton Arboretum, 
1900 Associated Rd • (657) 278-3407 



Jesse La Tour 
 
The art of making mosaics stretches 

back to antiquity—Greek and Roman 
artisans created splendid mosaics of col-
ored tile and stone to decorate temples, 
palaces, and public places. This tradition 
evolved through the Middle Ages into 
modern times, and continues today, as 
evidenced by the current exhibit at the 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 50 
Faces: Italian Mosaics from the Scuola 
Mosaicisti del Friuli. 

The Scuola Mosaicisti del Friuli (or 
Mosaic School of Friuli) was founded in 
1922 in the small town of Spilimbergo 
in northeast Italy to teach and preserve 
the tradition of mosaic art. The current 
exhibit is the result of a partnership 
between this school, a non-profit called 
The Naonis Cultural Association, and 
the Muck. 

Fullerton mosaic artist Katherine 
England may be credited with putting 
the initial pieces together that resulted in 
this unique exhibit.  

England, who teaches mosaic art, vis-
ited the school in Italy about four years 
ago to take a class and learn more about 
the art form. 

At the Scuola Mosaicisti del Friuli 
students begin by learning traditional 
mosaic techniques and progress into 
more contemporary styles. 

“In this school they started breaking 
all the rules,” England said. “They start-
ed using large pieces, small pieces, 
standing them on their end, doing colors 
you shouldn’t be doing, and really 
experimenting with the medium.” 

Guglielmo Zanette of the Naonis 
Cultural Association works with stu-
dents from the Scuola to get their work 
shown around Italy and internationally. 
Two years ago Zanette organized an 
exhibit in Marin County, California. 

“They rarely have any kind of mosaic 
exhibits in the United States so we were 
very excited and a bunch of us went up 
to the exhibit, and that’s where I met 
Guglielmo who was the curator,” 
England said.  

She told Guglielmo, “This needs to 
come to Southern California.”  

Two years later the exhibit is here in 
Fullerton curated by Kelly Chidester. 

“50 Faces” features portraits of 
celebrities—movie stars, musicians, 
artists, and other cultural icons—done in 
a variety of mosaic styles by students 
from the Scuola. 

A closer look at each portrait reveals a 
stunning array of tiny materials—stone, 
glass, plastic, wood, jewelry, cloth—
carefully constructed to achieve an 

impressionistic likeness of familiar fig-
ures such as Kobe Bryant, Steve Jobs, 
Lady Diana, David Bowie, Amy 
Winehouse, and many others. 

The exhibit also features a video about 
the Scuola as well as both historic and 
contemporary photographs of its stu-
dents, and a display of contemporary 
mosaic materials. 

The exhibit is a fascinating mashup of 
an ancient art form with modern tech-
niques and subjects. 

50 Faces: Italian Mosaics from the 
Scuola Mosaicisti del Friuli. 

The Muckenthaler Cultural Center 
1201 W. Malvern Ave, Fullerton, CA  
Jul 15 to Oct 7, 2021,  Monday–

Friday, 12-5pm
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Applied Practice: 
Constructing Notions  

on the Contemporary Craft Process 
@ BREA ART GALLERY  

1 Civic Center Cir, Brea   (714) 990-7730 www.breaartgallery.com

Sights & Rhythm - Cities of Orange County 
Photo Exhibit Sept. 8 - 28 

@ LA HABRA ART GALLERY  
151 W. La Habra Blvd. La Habra 90631    

www.lahabra.biz 

King Kong @ MAVERICK THEATER 
THROUGH SEPT. 11  

110 E Walnut Ave, Fullerton (714) 526-7070  
www.mavericktheater.com

Mercedes Dorame: Ancestors Leading the Stars 
@ CSUF Duff Gallery 
August 25 – September 30

Yellowman @ CHANCE THEATER 
September 24, 2021 — October 24, 2021  

5522 E La Palma Ave, Anaheim,  www.chancetheater.com  (888) 455-4212

This group exhibition is an 
exploration of the skill-cultiva-
tion and dedication of makers 
from backgrounds such as 
ceramics, glass, metal working, 
fiber arts, and more. Focusing 
on contemporary art made from 
craft media and processes, and 
exploring the life-long relation-
ship creators have with their 
materials, works on view will 
explore the ever-evolving ques-
tions in the world of craft of 
form vs. function and utility vs. 
conceptualization. By present-
ing artists working in a variety 
of approaches and styles, this 

2000 Years of Sleepy Hollow 
Sept. 10 - October 31 @ MUZEO  

241 S Anaheim Blvd, Anaheim   www.muzeo.org   (714) 956-8936 

show invites visitors to delve into the possibili-
ties of these age-old materials and techniques. 
July 17 to September 10.

Ancient art form portrays modern  
subjects in Muckenthaler’s '50 Faces'

Iris Apfel by Sofia Lucchese (2018).  
Venetian Smalti, marble, wool yarn, leather, aluminum.

David Bowie by Giula Vesentini 
(2017). Venetian Smalti and cement.

Kim Abeles: Smog Collectors 
@ CSUF Begovich Gallery 

September 18 – December 18

http://www.fullerton.edu/arts/art/begovich_gallery/index.php 
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Council to 
appoint 

 redistricting 
commission

by Matthew Leslie 
 
The Fullerton City Council will 

appoint an advisory commission to 
explore options for drawing new council 
districts for the 2022 elections, reserving 
the responsibility for choosing the new 
districts map exclusively for themselves. 
Elections law requires that council dis-
tricts be revisited every ten years follow-
ing each Federal census. Fullerton and 
other cities with elections in November 
2022, are required to finalize new dis-
trict lines by April 17, 2022. 

Forming a committee to act in a strict-
ly advisory capacity to the Council was 
one of four options available to the 
Council during their August 17 meeting. 
The others were appointing an entirely 
independent commission that would 
decide the district boundaries them-
selves instead of the Council or forming 
a so-called hybrid committee that would 
evaluate competing maps and advance 
two finalists to the Council for a deci-
sion, or appointing no committee at all, 
with the Council overseeing all required 
public workshops themselves and then 
choosing a new map. 

Fullerton only just adopted district 
maps for the first time in 2016 in an 
agreement to settle a lawsuit against the 
City alleging that its historic use of at-
large council seats deprived minority 
populations of seats on the Council. 
Council members were first elected by 
district in 2018. 

The Council decision to retain direct 
control over the final choice of new dis-
trict lines was made in the early morning 
hours of a long meeting, following three 
contentious and extensive housing deci-
sions. City Clerk Lucinda Williams’ 
presentation about “Redistrict 
Fullerton” was not heard until after 
1:00am as the final item on the agenda. 
“Most people would have advised that 

we get this going a month or two ago to 
get the process started,” she told the 
Council at 1:15am during the last item 
on a long council agenda. 

After hearing the four choices, a 
majority of Council members, Jung, 
Silva, and Dunlap, all immediately 
voiced support for a purely advisory-
only commission even before any mem-
bers of the public were invited by the 
mayor to comment. Council member 
Zahra dissented, saying he favored an 
independent commission that would 
avoid a political decision by the 
Council. 

All four public commenters, two of 
whom identified themselves as members 
of the People’s Redistricting Alliance, 
supported an independent commission 
with the authority to make the final dis-
tricts map decision. Two objected to the 
Council hearing such an important mat-
ter in early morning hours and suggested 
rescheduling it to a later date. Planning 

Commissioner Arnel Dino suggested 
appointing retired judges as independent 
commissioners, which prompted 
Council member Silva to briefly recon-
sider his earlier stance. 

Following public comment, Mayor 
Whitaker moved to appoint an advisory-
only commission, saying that any 
appointee would bring an agenda to a 
commission, and that it was better for 
the Council to hear all voices but be 
responsible for the final map decision. 
Silva ultimately voted in the majority to 
support Whitaker, along with all others 
except for Zahra, who voted in opposi-
tion. 

The Council will consider how to pop-
ulate the commission at a later date, per-
haps during a special meeting, in order 
to adhere to a schedule that projects the 
first public hearing for Sept. 21 

State law requires that at least four 
public hearings be held to solicit input 
about drawing the new boundaries. 

Several such workshops were held in 
preparation for the 2016 decision and 
were led by an outside consultant, but no 
commission was appointed for that pur-
pose. The lack of a formal commission 
left the workshop process open to com-
plaints of disproportionate influence by 
organized political groups and of incon-
sistent attention to its purposes. 

In 2016, the Council was criticized for 
discussing the repercussions of compet-
ing district maps on their own prospec-
tive districts when deciding which map 
to present to the voters. The final map 
they chose was also criticized for split-
ting the downtown area between five 
eccentrically shaped elongated districts 
instead of dedicating a seat to represent 
downtown area residents. State legisla-
tion passed since that time requires that 
new district boundaries must be geo-
graphically contiguous, and that districts 
should be “easily identifiable and under-
standable by residents.”

Hernandez continued from front page
doubt any criminal culpability” by 
Corporal Ferrell. The report also notes 
that in order for Ferrell to be “justly and 
lawfully charged and convicted with a 
crime in this incident,” the D.A. would 
need to prove that Ferrell “did not act in 
reasonable and justifiable self-defense 
of another when he shot Hernandez.” 

In June, 2020, Ferrell told investiga-
tors that he only discovered that 
Hernandez had a knife in his hand when 
he was within “one foot” of him, as he 
removed Rotar’s “bite” from him, and 
saw Hernandez “swing the open blade in 
a violent motion” in his direction, and 
make “stabbing motions” with it. The 
D.A. supports Ferrell’s claim that he 
was in fear of bodily harm by noting that 

there was “nothing preventing 
Hernandez from stabbing” Ferrell. 

The report also cites repeated non-
compliance with police commands, 
including that he walked toward the 
street instead of back towards his resi-
dence. 

Attorney Garo Mardirossian, who rep-
resents the family of Hernandez, called 
the D.A.’s report “disgusting and mis-
leading” and said that Ferrell had gotten 
“a pass” from Spitzer rather than face 
charges for what he and others insist was 
an unnecessary killing. 

Mardirossian and other supporters  
maintain that there was no need for 
Ferrell to have released his police dog 
when Hernandez was already standing 

in his front yard with his hands raised. 
Video shows that Rotar initially did not 
run toward Hernandez and had to be 
redirected toward Hernandez by Ferrell. 
“The K-9 was smart enough to see a 
man with his hands up—that’s no dan-
ger, that’s no threat,” Mardirossian said. 

Mardirossian also disputed the 
report’s claim that Cpl. Ferrell was with-
in one foot of Hernandez 
prior to shooting him. 
The argument over how 
far apart the two men 
were is a critical one. 
Ferrell claimed that he 
was close enough to 
Hernandez and his knife 
that he feared for his own 
safety, but supporters of 
Hernandez insist that 
Ferrell fired twice not 
because he thought he 
himself might be 
stabbed, but because 
Hernandez had injured 
Rotar (the dog recov-
ered). 

The D.A. report agrees 
that the use of deadly 
force is not appropriate 
for the purpose of pro-
tecting property, in this case Rotar, but 
concludes that Ferrell’s lethal actions 
were not taken for that purpose. 

Instead, the second “he” in Ferrell’s 
on-scene remark that “He was stabbed 
and he started going after me” was inter-
preted by the D.A. as referring to 
Hernandez, and the statement as evi-
dence that Ferrell genuinely feared that 
he himself could be stabbed next. “This 

spontaneous statement is consistent with 
Corporal Ferrell’s stated belief that he 
was in imminent danger of suffering 
great bodily injury and/or death before 
discharging his service weapon,” the 
report reads. 

But Mardirossian said it was clear that 
by “he” Ferrell meant the dog, Rotar, 
who had momentarily turned on Ferrell 

as the officer pulled him 
away from Hernandez. 
“He was never swinging a 
knife,” said Mardirossian. 
“You can see it on the 
video. You can see his 
hand movement.” 

Mardirossian cited 
California Penal Code, 
which “requires that an 
officer must warn that 
deadly force may be used 
before deadly force is 
used. That was never 
done.” He called on 
California’s Attorney 
General or the F.B.I. to 
investigate the case, main-
taining that the O.C.D.A.’s 
office could not be suffi-
ciently objective about 
investigating police-

involved killings. 
“I am disgusted,” said Bill Brown, 

Hernandez’s friend and neighbor. “To 
me it’s deliberately exonerating the offi-
cer. And they took 14 months just to fab-
ricate the story.” 

The Fullerton Police Department 
declined to comment on the report, cit-
ing ongoing personnel investigation and 
pending civil litigation.

 
“I am disgusted,” 
said Bill Brown, 

Hernandez’s  
friend and 
neighbor. 

“To me it’s 
deliberately 

exonerating the 
officer. And they 
took 14 months 
 just to fabricate 

the story.”

Attorney Garo Mardirossian, represents the family of Hector Hernandez.

Current Council district map.
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Community Lawn 
Concerts: Six Foot Sessions 

on Valley View

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2021

On Friday evenings, the sounds of 
international folk music carry through a 
Fullerton neighborhood. These melodies 
are from a series of community concerts 
created by local musicians on their front 
lawns to entertain family, friends, and 
neighbors. Initially conceived in the early 
days of the pandemic, the Friday night 
Six Foot Sessions on Valley View 
became a way for musicians to connect 
with one another by playing and sharing 
their passion for music with the Fullerton 
community. 

 Aimee Aul and Christina Garner start-
ed their lawn concerts in the Golden Hill 
neighborhood during the spring of 2020. 
Both have known each other a long time 
and have performed French music as a 
duo at a number of events. In fact, their 
families have a lot of musical inter-con-
nections. Aimee and Christina’s husband, 
Jim, are both members of Interfolk, a 
dance band that has been performing 
international dance music for many years 
all across Southern California. Jim, along 
with Aimee’s husband, Bob, has also per-
formed with Hurok, a Hungarian dance 
band in Los Angeles. “Normally, some-
one in our two households has a perform-
ance scheduled somewhere every week-
end,” Christina said via email.  

However, when the pandemic hit, all 
their many music gigs quickly faded 
away, and they were forced into lock-
down in their neighborhoods. Aimee and 
Christina were eager to lift their spirits by 
making music in a safe way by going out-
doors where they could stay distanced 
while playing together. “We invited our 
husbands to join us and called our weekly 
gatherings Six Foot Sessions in honor of 
our safety protocols,” Christina said. “We 
invited a nearby neighbor, Chris Heaton, 
to join our group and began to blend our 
many styles. We could not practice 
together in advance, as we were working 
all week, so each performance was an 
unrehearsed session. Like other musi-
cians in the greater LA area, we were 
happy to keep our skills alive, and glad to 
bring sounds of life to our neighborhood 
as each Friday evening arrived.”  

Aimee explained that pre-pandemic, 
they wouldn’t play for free, at least not 
for an audience. “Since no one was gig-
ging at all during the shutdown and we 
missed hanging out with each other, out-
door lawn concerts seemed like a fun 
idea,” Aimee said via email. “It turned 
out lots of neighbors thought so too!” 

When the pandemic lockdowns contin-
ued longer than expected, Christina 
became the stage manager, band leader, 
and emcee for each session, planning 
music and creating a theme for each set. 

In the midst of isolation, the group of 
musicians had a purpose, a way to 
express their emotions, fellowship, and 
camaraderie. They put up a Maypole for 
spring, brought to life French country 
tunes in the summer, played Oktoberfest 
music in the fall, and performed 
Christmas carols for the winter solstice. 
Every Friday night at the Six Foot 
Sessions concerts, Jim plays fiddle and 
mandolin, Aimee plays flute and penny 
whistle, Bob plays bass and tuba, and 
Chris plays guitar. Normally, Christina 

performs as a vocalist with Zhena Folk 
Chorus, a Los Angeles-based East 
European women’s ensemble. However, 
for the concerts during the pandemic, she 
had to rapidly practice and learn the 
accordion to substitute for Kriss Larson, 
Interfolk’s band leader, who could only 
join the Six Foot Sessions occasionally as 
a guest performer. Christina said, “It took 
10 hours a week for me to practice my 
instrument, assemble music, and prepare 
a set.”  

Aimee said that pre-pandemic her hus-
band Bob had been a busy tuba and bass 
player, appearing at venues like 
Disneyland, Knott’s Berry Farm, and jazz 
clubs. However, the pandemic complete-
ly shut down his music career. She said, 
“Previous to the pandemic, although we 
shared a love of music, we never actually 
performed together, or really ever played 
together for fun.” Now, Aimee and Bob 
try to play a couple of pieces for just the 
two of them at Christina’s concerts. “It’s 
fun to figure out new music for the 
unusual combination of flute and bass,” 

Aimee said. “Plus, I’m learning how to 
improvise, a new musical skill for me!”    

“For the Six Foot Sessions, it’s a differ-
ent program every week,” she said. “But 
since we’ve been doing it for a year and a 
half now, there’s been some repetition.” 
The group plays a rotating repertoire that 
consists of a wide variety of traditional 
folk music and dance tunes. Depending 
on the time of year, they have played 
Celtic selections, English Country 
dances, Mexican and California rancho 
tunes, French country music, New 
England reels and jigs, Balkan and 
Klezmer melodies, German and Austrian 
polkas, Scandinavian suites, and 
Victorian Christmas music, as well as 
folk songs that express their mood.  

The Six Foot Sessions often have about 
30 to 40 people coming to their concerts, 
including neighborhood walkers, individ-
uals who bring their own chairs, and fam-
ilies with children. Those who do not feel 

safe going out in public drive up in their 
cars and roll down their windows to listen 
in. The musicians involved have repeat-
edly heard from attendees that the musi-
cal events have provided them a touch-
stone, a way to feel connected to the com-
munity, making Friday night a special 
evening. The group has made a point of 
playing acoustic music only, to avoid 
being a nuisance for neighbors, who have 
all been very supportive.  

Christina said, “We were visited by 
families out walking with children who 
couldn’t help dancing to the music, bring-
ing heart and spirit to the listeners. 
Instead of passing a hat, as musicians tra-
ditionally do, we asked our listeners for 
donations of cans for the Pathways of 
Hope food bank and received hundreds 
of food items. When we heard about the 
American coin shortage, we asked for 

coins as well and have donated several 
hundred dollars to the American Red 
Cross to put the coins back in circula-
tion.”   

On an August evening when I attended 
one of the Six Foot Sessions concerts, 
they were continuing to collect canned 
food items; this time to support the All 
the Arts for All the Kids program. 
Everyone in attendance stayed distanced 
from one another and all the musicians 
were very welcoming. Christina pointed 
out that “folks have been great about 
maintaining social distance with family 
blankets and lawn chairs.” The group of 
musicians had set up two stands for 
shared sheet music between the four of 
them and chairs spaced apart for listeners 
wishing to sit.  

Christina, Aimee, Bob, and Jim made 
use of a can of communal bug spray 
before playing in order to keep the mos-
quitoes and other insects away. A small 
chalk sign stood on their front yard pro-
moting the evening concert. “We play for 
two hours so people can listen in for a 
few numbers and enjoy an evening walk 
as well,” Christina said. “Our events have 
largely been publicized by word of 
mouth. I put out my board once a week to 
announce the next event, and I maintain 
an email interest list to let folks know 
when we will next be playing. Publicity 
has been a balancing act of responding to 
an appreciative audience, yet not getting 
so crowded that vulnerable people don’t 
feel safe showing up.” They typically 
play about 20 pieces of music as well as 
interacting with the audience, and have 
even incorporated poetry, Irish step danc-
ing, ballet, and Shakespeare scenes into 
their evening gatherings.  

When I attended a Six Foot Sessions 
concert, the theme was traditional music 
from the French countryside. “If we were 
a radio station, we would be radio station 
1820 because that’s where our music 
comes from,” Christina joked at the 
opening of the concert. Their opening 
song was “Mon Lila,” a beautiful piece 
where the sounds of the accordion, fiddle, 
bass, and flute came together to create a 
unique musical composition. More peo-
ple began arriving later in the evening as 
the sun sank lower in the sky. After play-
ing a few pieces, Christina came out from 
the front yard where she was sitting and 
stood on the sidewalk to teach the audi-
ence how her accordion worked before 
jumping right into the next song.      

“As paid work for musicians starts 
coming back, we will probably discontin-
ue the free yard concerts,” Aimee said. 
Christina explained that they plan to keep 
offering Six Foot Sessions on Friday 
evenings from 7-9pm until Halloween. 
The concerts are held on Valley View in 
the Golden Hills neighborhood. For fur-
ther information, please email clgar-
ner99@gmail.com. 

Broken Sprinklers?
We’ll Find Them & Fix Them

(714) 773-4865
Serving North Orange County Since 1979

Lawn & Garden Sprinkler Systems
REPAIR • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

No Job Too Small –
From Sprinkler Head to Entire System

Sprinklers • Valves • Timers & Settings
Trouble Shooting • Emergency Shut-off Valves

3730 W. Commonwealth
Across from Fullerton Airport

www.PacificCoastLandscaping.com
Contractor’s Lic. #C27HIC749708

David F. Nelson
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A 51-year-old parolee is in custody on suspicion of drug sales, possession of drug paraphernalia and stolen credit cards after 
police found 485 grams of methamphetamine inside his RV in Fullerton, authorities said. Officers dispatched at 10:55 a.m. 
Friday to the area of South Woods Avenue and West Orangethorpe Avenue, regarding a call of suspicious activity coming from 
an occupied motorhome, also recovered a “large sum of cash” in the residence belonging to Kevin Densmore, according to Sgt. 
Brandon Clyde of the Fullerton Police Department. Densmore is expected to appear Tuesday in the Orange County Central Jail 
Court, according to the Orange County Sheriff’s Department’s Inmate Search.

Police seize 485 grams of methamphetamine

Police Arrest Suspected Stalker
by Judith Kaluzny 

 
An suspected stalker was arrested by 

Fullerton police on Tuesday, August 17.  
One of the women who said she was 
stalked, as reported in the August issue 
of The Observer, obtained camera 
footage of the man passing her home a 
few times.  She said the video from 
August 15 showed the man apparently 
touching himself in his vehicle parked 
outside her residence.  Monday, she 
reported this to the FPD, so the depart-
ment opened a case on this matter.   

She had installed a camera to surveil 
the alley behind her building after a 
neighbor who lived upstairs in her 
building warned her that she had seen 
the man several times driving down that 
alley. 

The man was lurking through her 
neighborhood again on Tuesday, she 

said, so she called the police.  The man 
was detained shortly thereafter.  The 
woman was asked to identify him, 
which she did.  He was charged with 
misdemeanor stalking.  His home is 
about four miles from hers.  He told the 
police he just likes killing time on his 
way to work in the morning by driving 
around downtown Fullerton because he 
likes the area. 

The woman then proceeded to find 
directions for applying for a restraining 
order in Orange County.  After filling 
out the required paperwork and appear-
ing at North Court to which the web site 
had directed her, she was turned away 
by the deputy sheriffs at the courthouse 
door.  They told her she was at the 
wrong place, and that the court closed at 
noon on Fridays.  They told her she had 
to go to Santa Ana, which she did on the 
following Monday.  

She was notified by mail that the 
restraining had been granted by a judge.  
This will be a temporary order in effect 
until the man is served with the request 
for the orders and the date of the hearing 
at court. 

She had obtained information at the 
occourts.org website, but found the 
instructions on the site were no longer 
accurate.  She recommends that anyone 
needing a restraining order go at 8:00am 
to the courthouse at 700 Civic Center 
Drive, Santa Ana, where there is a self-
help center.   “The packet of information 
is thick and like many government 
forms, not very straightforward.  It is 
nice to be able to seek guidance from a 
person in real time.  All personnel work-
ing the self-help and small/civil claims 
counters were surprisingly helpful and 
kind,” she said.

Park trees get  
second opinion  

In the meantime, the Fullerton 
Observer sought a second opinion from 
independent International Society of 
Arboriculture (ISA)-certified arborist 
Mike Ventura and arborist Steve Brow. 
The Observer asked the arborists 
whether removal was necessary and if 
there were any options that could save 
the trees. 

Ventura examined the trees going 
from left to right from the playground to 
the wall separating the park from the 
neighborhood. He said, “This is really 
bad.” He pointed to a cavity that showed 
holes at the base of the trunk. “There is 
termite damage inside. I would deter-
mine that there is tissue back there that 
is not supporting the tree.” 

Arborist Brow knocked on one of the 
trees and heard a hollow sound. He then 
put his arm up to his shoulder into the 
cavity. “I would not want my children to 
play near these trees,” he said. At the 
middle tree Ventura said, “There is no 
heaving or mushroom growth, but you 
have these open cavities that can create 
a harborage area. That means rodents 
will live in there, which can also cause 
damage.” 

“The trunk can be hollow, but the 
roots can be tricky because you have the 
wind. You will see it rocking then one 
root goes and then that increases the 
stress on the others. In this case you 
really need a reason why [the trees] 
should stay. That would be everybody 
signing off on liability,” Brow added. 

At the tree on the right Ventura said, 
“It is a nice Chinese Elm with good 
branch structure. There is a natural lean. 
That is nothing to worry about. Without 
a plant and soil sample it is hard to 
determine the viability of a tree’s roots. 
I would suggest the City send soil and 
root tissue to the plant and soil lab in 
Anaheim to determine what the specific 
problem is. We [arborists] cannot take 
trees out without a good reason. I would 
ask for specifics. Trees can look beauti-
ful and still have internal decay going 
on. There are a variety of reasons why 
trees look good and still fail.” 

Near the basketball court, Ventura 

pointed to a basketball-sized clump 
about six feet up one of the trees, “You 
actually have Korean grass growing out 
of the tree.” He said that indicates there 
is moisture inside that area. “When you 
get that much moisture inside, it eventu-
ally starts breaking down the tree. That 
is a maintenance issue,” he said. 

 Ventura said while he saw no issues 
with the tree closest to Adlena Street, “I 
would get a plant and soil assessment to 
determine if there is anything detrimen-
tal happening to the roots.” 

Both arborists examined the trees at 
the park and agreed with City arborist 
Cardenas’ assessment that the trees pose 
a hazard to both park goers and nearby 
homes. 

City Arborist Cardenas said, “There is 
very serious potential for these trees to 
fall especially with the Santa Ana winds. 
The technical part of my job is manag-
ing the risk of trees to the safety of peo-
ple and property.” He explained that the 
damage to the base means the founda-
tion has been compromised and there is 
no way to save the tree. 

 
Shade Replacement Ideas  
To understand the options and process 

of getting a shade structure for the park, 
the Observer contacted the Fullerton 
Parks and Recreation Department. 
According to supervisor John Clements, 
the process starts with a request by resi-
dents. The request is then reviewed by 
the staff and a determination as to cost is 
assessed. 

Factors such as labor, footing size, 
equipment, wind load, structure size, 
and material are all calculated to deter-
mine the scope of the project. The City’s 
funds, resources, and other projects in 
the works are also taken into considera-
tion. Parks and Recreation Department 
can be reached at (714) 738-6575 or go 
to Fullerton Community Center at 340 
West Commonwealth Avenue. 

In the past, some residents have been 
able to raise money, awareness, and with 
the support of nonprofits like 
KABOOM! and Habitat for Humanity, 
get their neighborhood parks renovated.

Arborists confirm need to remove 
Adlena Park Chinese Elms  

by Saskia Kennedy 
 
Neighbors of Adlena Park were con-

cerned when Fullerton city arborist 
Roger Cardenas recently marked five of 
the park’s Chinese Elms for removal. 

“The City plans on removing these 
trees, which are basically air condition-
ing units. Their removal opens the park 
to hot spots and destroys the whole 
ecosystem. I moved here because of this 
park and these trees. They provide shade 
so the kids can use the playground,” 
Fullerton resident and frequent park user 

Courtney Bree said. 
The mostly metal playground equip-

ment is surrounded by cement and thick 
rubber padding. When the shade is gone 
the equipment becomes unbearably hot 
and unusable. 

The City hosted a community meeting 
on August 26 at the park. Cardenas con-
firmed that the trees are hazardous and 
would be removed, with new trees re-
planted in their place. The neighbors 
were encouraged to choose which type 
of tree they prefer: Chinese Elm, Coast 
Live Oak, or California Sycamore. 
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HITS  
&   
MISSES  

by Joyce Mason © 2021

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

STILLWATER:  TWO HITS 

“Stillwater” has received some criti-
cism because it deals with an American 
college student studying abroad who 
ends up wrongfully incarcerated for the 
murder of her roommate. The movie’s 
premise resembles the real-life story of 
Amanda Knox, who in 2007 was wrong-
fully imprisoned in Italy, accused of 
murdering her roommate but  later exon-
erated.   However, the fictional Allison 
Baker (Abigail Breslin), her personality, 
her family, her coping strategies, the 
events surrounding her incarceration are 
very different in the movie “Stillwater” 
than those of the real-life Amanda Knox. 

Screenwriter and director Tom 
McCarthy won an Academy Award in 
2015 for his movie “Spotlight.”  His 
script for “Stillwater” was even then 
lying on a shelf untouched for ten years. 
But having set the story mostly in 
Marseilles, France, McCarthy decided 
he needed a rewrite with help from two 
French screenwriters, Thomas Bidegain 
and Noe DeBre.  The resulting screen-
play with its cross-cultural French and 
American cinematic styles and some use 
of subtitles appealed immediately to 
McCarthy’s first choice actor Matt 
Damon, who was looking for a role that 
would differ from those of previous 
heroic characters he had played.  

Portraying Bill Baker, an Oklahoma 
oil rig worker, Damon wanted to be as 
authentic as possible. Shedding his left-
wing political persona and movie star 
charisma, he managed to hang out for 
several weeks with oil rig “roughnecks,” 
observing their body language, manner 
of speaking, and outlook on life. 
Damon’s take on his character was to 
create a resolute man of few words who 
avoided nuance and kept his worries to 
himself. 

After five years incarcerated in a 
Marseilles prison, Allison writes her 
father that she has overheard jailhouse 
talk and gotten a lead on the young man 
who had probably murdered her room-
mate, Lina. With this chance of possibly 
clearing his daughter from her wrongful 
sentence, Baker, speaking no French, 
heads off for Marseilles, where he meets 

with the lawyer who defended Allison 
five years earlier.  But the lawyer is 
unable to persuade the judge to reopen 
the case on just hearsay. Also, the young 
man, Akim, is elusive and not available 
for questioning. Only a photo provides 
possible identification. 

In an attempt to redeem his neglect in 
parenting Allison as a teenager, Bill 
decides to hunt down Akim. Bill’s 
inability to speak French handicaps him 
in this search. He first needs to find a job 
that he would qualify for, such as con-
struction or demolition. Also, living in 
the apartment house where he has a 
small room, he meets outgoing Virginie 
(Camille Cottin) and her eight-year-old 
daughter Maya (Lilou Siauvaud). An 
actress who has learned English for 
roles, Virginie occasionally helps trans-
late for Bill.   He, in turn, helps her 
maintain plumbing and electrical prob-
lems within her apartment. Here the 
movie changes its pace as the three of 
them become acquainted and bond out 
of mutual need and enjoyment of each 
other’s company. 

However, before this movie ends, 
there are some very suspenseful 
moments that create a denouement that 
is not entirely predictable. 

The elements that add both gravitas 
and audience enjoyment to this film are 
its skillful writing and strong perform-
ances. Most of us have not seen Matt 
Damon in such a non-heroic role. His 
character exhibits self doubt and a com-
plete awareness of his own shortcom-
ings. When Bill says, “I’m just a dumb-
ass,” we know that he really means it 
and that he balances his shortcomings 
with the tenacity of one who has had 
some hard knocks in life but has perse-
vered. And he is genuinely trying to 
make amends for previous misdeeds. 
Also shining in her role is newcomer 
Camille Cottin, who has achieved con-
siderable notice for her work in the 
small-screen recent series “Call My 
Agent!” 

“Stillwater” can be seen in movie the-
aters. 

SWIM LESSONS
THE AUSTRALIAN

SWIM SCHOOL OFFERS:

•Year round indoor pools
• OPEN 7 DAYS

• 3 months to adult
• Baby-Preschool specialist
SAVING LIVES SINCE 1977

(855) SWIM2DAY

AUSTRALIAN SWIM SCHOOL
(inside Meridian Health Club)

1535 Deerpark Dr. Fullerton CA 92831

australianswimschool.com

Fullerton to honor Tommy Lasorda 
 and celebrate new Sister City

Fullerton Mayor Bruce Whitaker 
and Tollo Mayor Angelo Radica have 
signed a letter of intent to become 
Sister Cities in honor of Tommy 
Lasorda and his parents, Sabatino 
and Carmella Lasorda. Lasorda’s 
father, Sabatino Lasorda, was an 
Italian immigrant hailing from Tollo 
who came to the United States and 
raised Lasorda along with his four 
brothers. 

The inaugural Tommy Lasorda 
Day will take place Wednesday, 
September 22, 2021. 
● Virtual signing ceremony at 

Fullerton City Hall with Tollo, Italy 
delegation. 
● The planting of an Italian olive 

tree by the Fullerton Sister City 
Association next to the magnolia, 
flowering cherry, and black pine 

trees, which symbolize Fullerton's 
relationships with each of our sister 
cities (Morelia, Mexico; Fukui, 
Japan; and Yongin, South Korea). 
● Press conference at Amerige 

Park Baseball Field proclaiming 
September 22nd Tommy Lasorda 
Day. 
● Screening of the National Italian 

American Film Forum Award-win-
ning Italian American Baseball 
Family documentary, featuring 
Tommy Lasorda.  Film director 
Robert Angotti will be present and 
has been instrumental in the City of 
Fullerton to pay tribute to Dodger 
legend and forming the sister city 
relationship with Tollo, Italy. 

For further information please con-
tact the City Council Office at 714-
738-6311. 

March 
for 
Voting 
Rights: 

 
Over 100 peo-

ple showed up to 
support voting 
rights for all on 
August 28 at 
City Hall and 
marched through 
downtown to 
Chapman and 
Harbor. 

The marchers 
were protesting 
the numerous 
voter suppres-
sion bills passed 
by states across 
the country, and 
e n c o u r a g i n g 
congress to pass 
federal legisla-
tion to protect 
voting rights.  

They marched 
in solidarity with 
other marchers 
in cities across 
America. 

 
 

PHOTO BY  
SASKIA KENNEDY 
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Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed mainly by local volunteers who 
create, publish, and distribute the paper 
throughout our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one- 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
 

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  
are distributed throughout Fullerton  

and sent through the mail to subscribers  
every two weeks except only once  

in January, July & August.  
   

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
 Subscriptions are $35 per year. 

Sign up and pay with Credit Card at 
www.fullertonobserver.com 

or by check with name & address to:  
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  

Fullerton CA 92834-7051 
 

________________________________ 
 

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Call 714-525-6402, or email  
ads@fullertonobserver.com 

or visit us online at  
www.fullertonobserver.com 

________________________________ 
 

SUBMISSIONS:  
Submissions on any topic of interest  

are accepted from Fullerton residents. 
We strive to get something about  

everything in but shorter pieces do have 
a better chance of getting in.  

Email: contact@fullertonobserver.com  
________________________________ 
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2021

Almost every reason and rationale 
being proffered to understand our mas-
sive and rapid failure in Afghanistan is 
true. Yes, we backed a corrupt govern-
ment that took the money and often 
failed to pay the soldiers. We misunder-
stood the important part that both region 
and tribe play in Afghan culture. We 
tried to nation build in a place that was 
not truly a nation but a collection of 
tribes, languages, ethnicities, and even 
religious sects. 

We failed to appreciate that 
Afghanistan was called the “graveyard 
of empires” for good 
and historic reasons. 
They come together 
with all their disparate 
elements only to 
reject the foreign-
ers—from Alexander 
to Great Britain, from 
the Soviet Union to 
us. 

We failed to take 
seriously the patience 
of our enemies who 
told us one true thing 
about their attitude 
and commitment: 
“You have the watch-
es but we have the 
time.” They knew we 
couldn’t sustain our 
efforts halfway across the globe and that 
we’d run out of money and patience. 

We failed to understand that trying to 
put together a military from all over 
Afghanistan, modeling the integration 
of our military post WWII, ignored their 
religious and tribal histories. If you 
come from a different region or even a 
different valley, you might as well be 
from Mars. And, of course, we might as 
well have come from another galaxy. 
Seemingly giant American soldiers in 
full gear, standing next to skinny and 
unarmored Taliban, looked like Star 
Troopers next to Jedi in jeans. We vastly 
under-rated their xenophobia and 
nationalism. 

Most critical to our great failure dur-
ing two decades, and particularly to our 

puzzlement over the Taliban’s rapid con-
quest of all of Afghanistan, has been our 
abject failure to understand Islam. 

I am not talking about Islamic militan-
cy or fanaticism. Nor am I charging 
Islam with being evil or wrong. The 
great wrong is ours: We didn’t bother to 
learn how their sense of honor and faith-
fulness is different from America’s. We 
define patriotism and bravery very dif-
ferently. 

In the west, we celebrate brave and 
futile last stands. “Remember the 
Alamo!”we cry. Fighting to the last man 

and never surrendering 
is bravery in our socie-
ty. Martyrdom in a lost 
cause leads to saint-
hood. Not so in many 
branches of Islam. 
Dying in a lost cause is 
not piety but faithless-
ness. 

Let me explain. Yes, 
Muslims can be mar-
tyrs. They can die 
bravely and be cele-
brated. However, 
Muslims also believe 
that God/Allah micro-
manages our world, 
and battles are won or 
lost by God’s divine 
will. Since Islam’s 

highest virtue is to submit or surrender 
to God’s will, not submitting is not 
virtue but sin. 

Fight only when the outcome is still in 
doubt. Be prepared to die, to be mar-
tyred. But once the outcome is clear, 
once the battle has been lost, then faith-
fulness is to accept that God did not 
decree victory in that day; so throw 
down your arms, melt into the desert or 
mountains. Save yourself to fight and 
win on another day, a day when God 
decrees such a victory. 

When we first invaded Afghanistan, 
many of the Taliban declared that they 
would fight the invaders with every drop 
of blood they had. Then, as we quickly 
took control, the Taliban seemed to have 
lied by retreating. We, in the west, wrote 

Hubris & Incompetence in Not 
Understanding Afghan Culture

snarky articles and Op-Eds questioning 
their valor. That was the poisoned seed 
of this terrible day, now come to toxic 
fruition. 

They understood that faithfulness was 
not dying in a lost cause but waiting to 
fight and win on another day or in a dif-
ferent decade. 

My analysis of our failure to under-
stand Islam is not esoteric knowledge. 
Just about any Mid-East specialist and 
most of the upper middle parts of our 
intelligence agencies and State 
Department know this. However, com-
plicated analyses are not what the high-
er-ups want to hear. So, from the squad 
leaders to the brass, from the Generals 
in the field to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
the optimistic news and unrealistic pre-
dictions got better and better as our fail-
ure became clearer and clearer to those 
who know the culture, the tribalism and 
the great part that religion has played in 
this debacle. 

As we drew down our forces and pre-
pared to leave, the outcome was never in 
doubt. We admitted as much. When the 
Afghan military, at whatever strength 
we creatively calculated their size, knew 
we were leaving, they also knew that the 
battle was lost, and there was no point in 
giving their lives for the sake of a cor-
rupt government and fickle foreigners. 
The precise moment when all their sus-
picions that we would abandon them 
came true was when we abandoned 
Bagram Air Base and left our equip-
ment, jeeps, arms, and provisions. We 
could not have sent a clearer signal of 
our flight to those few who remained in 
the official Afghan military. They were 
not faithless cowards but realistic 
human beings who knew that it was 
over—even if we didn’t. 

Hubris and ignorance are an unbeat-
able combination. Though in this case, 
hubris and ignorance made our policies 
clearly beatable.

 
 

Most critical to  
our great failure  

during two decades,  
and particularly  

to our puzzlement  
over the Taliban’s  
rapid conquest of  

all of Afghanistan,  
has been our  

abject failure to  
understand Islam.

My statement objecting to any politi-
cal or social organization flying their 
flag from the City flag pole has been 
challenged by MC who claims that 
LGBT is not a political or social organi-
zation. I challenge that statement based 
on the Political Action Committee 
(PAC) contributions made by the vari-
ous sub-groups of LGBT. A list of these 
groups as well as their PAC contribu-
tions can easily be found on the Internet. 

I stand by my statement that LGBT is, 
or has, a political component and I 
therefore object to their flag on City 
property.  

 
Jim Farvour, Fullerton

Rebuttal to ‘MC’  
challenge to my 
 previous post
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HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION 

 
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the community.  The 

Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions are those of the writer.  
We must verify your identity, but we allow initials only and town to be printed if 
desired, or anonymous in print if a reasonable case can be made as to why that is nec-
essary. Opinions sent to us without name, address and phone number will not be print-
ed. Due to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of getting in. Please add 
your contact information so we can verify. Thanks!  

 
contact@fullertonobserver.com  

or mail to:  
Fullerton Observer,   

PO Box 7051 , Fullerton CA 92834

While attending the August 3 
council meeting I was appalled by 
Councilmember Jung, AGAIN. 
After numerous public comment 
speakers gave their heartfelt testimo-
nials regarding the lack of attention, 
continual delays, and revisions last-
ing for years regarding parks in 
southwest Fullerton Jung had the 
audacity to scold us, their con-
stituents, for what most of us said 
regarding this item. I have seen his 
arrogant behavior against his fellow 
councilmen on numerous occasions 
but never have I heard this type of 
tongue-lashing to residents. And 
again, no direction or silencing by 

Mayor Whitaker? Who’s in charge 
here? I believe some of the speakers 
hit a nerve with Jung when they 
mentioned that one of his biggest 
supporters of his campaign is inter-
ested in purchasing one of these 
parks! Is there a back door deal 
being formed? Who knows? We as 
residents must pay more attention to 
what is going on here. I know it’s 
boring and not much fun but 
Fullerton is sinking fast. Just look 
around. So maybe it’s time for us to 
step up and take care of our own 
city.  

 
Kitty Jaramillo, Fullerton 

Dear Mayor Whitaker, Mayor Pro 
Tem Dunlap, Councilmember Silva, 
Councilmember Zahra, and 
Councilmember Jung, 

Good, caring, compassionate, well-
meaning people worked unwittingly 
against things that will actually improve 
the situations that they are concerned 
about.  That is what occurred last night 
when a large group of people from near-
by neighborhoods lent their voices liter-
ally or in writing to oppose an already 
chosen, well-known and respected 
developer and associated social services 
provider, also well-known and respect-
ed, to enter into a exclusive negotiated 
agreement to develop and provide 
affordable housing at 1600 
Commonwealth.  Many of the reasons 
given, in my opinion, are misinformed 
and wrong.  Some on the Council 
changed their vote, thereby denying the 
approval for the exclusive negotiated 
agreement with National CORE and 
associated Pathways of Hope.  It is the 
duty of those on the Council to listen to 
people.  It is also your duty as leaders to 
fully inform yourselves, to educate and 
inform people and not be swayed by the 

largely misinformed views of some, 
even if those are great in number.  The 
reputation and respect for Pathways of 
Hope is well-known in Fullerton and 
beyond. This is in direct conflict with 
the views, although sincere, held by 
some of those expressing their opposi-
tion.  I emailed everyone on the Council 
of my experiences with Pathways of 
Hope and why my views, also as a resi-
dent of a nearby neighborhood, stand in 
stark contrast to those presented to the 
Council. Sadly, many feel that they won 
in this fight, as they did two years ago, 
and continue without misconceptions 
corrected, learning, and growing in the 
process.  My heart grieves for the, 
although sincerely expressed, unfound-
ed criticisms lodged against a wonderful 
organization, Pathways of Hope and the 
step backwards that was taken by the 
action by some on the Council last 
night. 

 
Respectfully, 
Diane Vena 

 
Note: Council voted:  Yes (Zahra, 

Silva) No (Whitaker, Dunlap, Jung) 

Response to “no” vote denying exclusive 
negotiating agreement for supportive housing

Young Kim, pass Biden’s infrastructure plan Arrogant behavior by Council member

My parents instilled the belief that if 
you work hard, you’ll live a good life, 
and give your kids an even better one. 
But that’s not how things have turned 
out. For me and many of my friends and 
neighbors, a stable, secure life seems to 
slip further out of reach every day.  

For more than 20 years I worked as a 
high-end manicurist -- mostly in 
Newport Beach and Huntington Beach 
where I grew up. I had a wonderful 
childhood. My mom worked nearly 40 
hours per week in both our home and as 
a cashier. My dad was a beloved middle 
school teacher. He worked hard but he 
had the summer off and he was able to 
support my mom, me and my older sister 
and brother on his salary. My sister and 
I even had our own horses.  

As a single mom, I was never able to 
provide that kind of lifestyle to my own 
two kids, but we did okay. Since the pan-
demic hit, though, I can barely make 
ends meet. The COVID-19 outbreak 
shut salons, and at-home work with 
clients has dried up. I’m getting unem-
ployment now, but it’s not enough to live 
independently, much less support a fam-
ily. I’d love to get back to work and back 
on my feet, but the good jobs have not 
come back. 

My 22-year-old daughter lives on her 
own now. My 11-year-old son lives with 
his paternal grandparents in Arizona. 
I’m living with my 87-year-old mother 
in a senior citizen development. She 
needs a live-in caretaker, and that job 
has been a lifeline for me since I can’t 
afford to live on my own right now. But 
children aren’t allowed to live in my 
mom’s development, so now I only get 
to see my son once or twice a month. 

The cost of living in Orange County is 
ridiculously high. Without good jobs, we 
can’t afford to rent a room for $1,500 a 
month. It feels like everyone I know in 
my generation has had to leave their liv-
ing situation. People end up moving 
home with their parents or living life on 
the road.  

At this point, I don’t ever see myself 
being able to settle somewhere safely. 
Orange County people my age -- in their 

50s and 60s-- see retirement as a pipe 
dream. Our reality is facing the fact that 
we can't afford to be on our own and live 
here. 

I’ve fallen far short of what my own 
parents were able to achieve 50 years 
ago. I don’t have a nest egg or a plan for 
retirement. I can’t even get 40 hours a 
week of work right now.  

I’ve been frustrated with our elected 
leaders in Washington who seem more 
focused on playing political games than 
helping hard-working people struggling 
for a safe and stable life. Even though I 
voted for Donald Trump twice, I want 
Representative Young Kim to support 
the plans from the Biden Administration 
to help working Americans get back on 
their feet and on the path to success that 
has felt out of reach for a long time.  

Decades of doing nails has left me 
with a bad back, and I’d like to be able 
to switch to something different -- 
maybe in real estate or health care 
administration. Providing free job train-
ing for folks like me would make a huge 
difference. Education is getting more 
and more expensive. We should provide 
more affordable options, and free com-
munity college would mean so much to 
students of all ages. I really want 
Representative Kim to fight for these 
policies. 

I also urge Representative Kim to sup-
port rebuilding our infrastructure. A big 
push there would bring good jobs, better 
transportation options, more affordable 
electricity and other utilities, including 
high speed internet access for everyone. 
This is the basic stuff everyone needs to 
build a decent life today.  

I’ve had a lot of challenges in my life, 
but I’ve always pushed ahead to take 
care of myself and my family. I know 
I’m not going to stop working hard any 
time soon, I just want to see my work 
pay off. We need policies that will help 
our country move forward with jobs that 
can sustain a family, more affordable 
education and more opportunities. And 
we need them now. 

 
Laura Vinyard, Fullerton 

   
For the latest COVID-19 information, visit  

www.ochealthinfo.com or call (714) 834-2000
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Gladys Pauline Kocian
Gladys Pauline Kocian, age 94, passed 

into the arms of Jesus in the early morn-
ing hours on Saturday, June 19, 2021. 
Gladys was born June 10, 1927 in 
Anniston, Alabama. She followed a sis-
ter to California where she met her hus-
band John C. “Jack” Kocian who also 
followed a sister to California but from 
Wisconsin. They were married at the 
First Baptist Church of Santa Barbara, 
California on February 12, 1949. They 
were married for 46 years at the time of 
Jack’s passing in 1995. 

On the day Gladys turned sixteen, she 
went to downtown Anniston and got her 
Social Security number and then was 
hired at Kress Five and Dime Store all 
on the same day. She worked many sec-
retarial roles through the years. In the 
early years of her marriage she worked 
in the front office of The American 
Molasses Company and could tell you 
just about anything you wanted to know 
about making molasses. Gladys and 
Jack met and lived in the early years of 
their marriage in the Los Angeles area 
but moved to Fullerton before their 
daughter was born. Gladys became a 
stay-at-home mother when her daughter 
was born and went back to work during 
her daughter’s teenage years. She did 
income tax work, she worked for 
Hawaiian Punch, but the job that had her 
heart was her 32 years at the Southern 
California College of Optometry. She 
was the receptionist and was often 
referred to as the Voice of SCCO as 
through the years she paged many peo-
ple. She loved the doctors and staff and 
students and had many friendships from 
her job there.  After her retirement at age 
82, Gladys continued to live on her own 
in the family home in Fullerton. As it 
became increasingly more difficult to 
live on her own, she moved to 
Wisconsin in 2018 to be near her daugh-
ter (who moved to WI 16 years ago from 
CA for her husband’s job). How ironic 
that Gladys would leave this life here on 
earth from the state where her husband 
was born. 

Gladys is survived by her daughter, 
Janice Kelly (Steve) and three grand-

daughters, Meredith Vaughn (Dallas), 
Katherine Kelly and Allison Kelly. Her 
sister Nell King and many beloved 
nieces, nephews and cousins. She was 
preceded in death by her parents Elijah 
and Bessie Laney, her brothers Edson 
(Mary) Laney, Lewis (Mary) Laney, 
Cecil (Joyce) Laney, Lodric (Miriam) 
Clark, and sisters Myrtice (Carl) Baxter, 
Lorene(I.T.) Carter and Hazel (Jesse) 
Curlee. 

Graveside services were held for 
Gladys at Loma Vista Memorial Park in 
Fullerton California on July 6, 2021.  A  
Memorial Celebration of life service 
was be held on Saturday, August 14, 
2021 at Wilshire Avenue Community 
Church, 212 E. Wilshire Avenue, 
Fullerton, California at 11:00  lunch  fol-
lowing at the church where Gladys was 
a member for nearly 66 years. 

The family would like to thank the 
Deacon and Deaconess board of 
Appleton Alliance Church for the many 
visits and prayers. They would also like 
to thank all the wonderful nurses and 
staff of Primrose Retirement 
Community in Appleton where Gladys 
resided for the last two and a half years 
for all the love and tender care that was 
given to her as well as by Moments 
Hospice.  She loved her home at 
Primrose and all the residents and staff 
there who became her friends.

Surrounded by his family, James 
“Jim” C. Terrill, 90, passed away 
peacefully at home after a long ill-
ness. 

Jim, then “Jimmy Charles,” was 
born in San Antonio, Texas on August 
25, 1930 to Amelia Aileen Hamaker 
and James Merlin Terrill. 

He attended grade school and grad-
uated high school in Texas in 1947, as 
class president, yearbook and news-
paper editor, and, finally, valedictori-
an. 

Southwest Texas State Teachers 
College was the next step in his edu-
cation. He majored in English with 
the goal of getting his high school 
teaching credential. He had nearly 
finished his master’s degree when he 
got his letter from the induction 
board. 

Jim was drafted for a two-year term 
and qualified for Light Aircraft 
Maintenance school in San Marcos. 
After he had shipped out to Korea, 
both he and the Army decided he was 
better suited for office work than 
repairing helicopters, and he worked 
the remainder of his military career as 
clerk typist. 

He returned to Texas to teach high 
school, learning as he went, first in 
Blanco and then in Falfurrias. He 
learned the art of communication and 
breaking through to the kids who 
needed extra guidance. In 1958, he 
took a job teaching language arts at 
Nicolas Junior High in Fullerton, and 
that would be the center of his work-
ing life for the next 38 years. 

It was 1962 when Jim met Winifred 
(Freddie) Terrill after she was hired 
to teach science at Nicolas. They 

James C. Terrill

were married on June 16, 1964, in 
Buhl, Idaho, and then hurried back to 
California since they both were 
teaching summer school. 

In 1967, they welcomed Alison 
Aileen and in 1970, Mark Matthew 
completed their family. 

Jim’s family was the focus of his 
life, and his quiet reserve and 
thoughtful ways guided his children’s 
and grandsons’ idea of what family 
meant. His quick wit and enormous 
pride in both his family and genera-
tions of students have formed his 
legacy as a son, husband, father, 
father-in-law, grandfather, and 
teacher. His love, support, and inter-
est in every detail of his beloved 
grandsons’ lives was unwavering; 
“The Boys,” Jacob and Dylan, were a 
true highlight of his life. 

In lieu of flowers, Jim’s family 
requests that donations be made to 
Autism Speaks or the Arthritis 
Foundation. Memorial service 
arrangements are pending.

Juel Mae Farquhar
Juel Mae Peters Farquhar, 99, of 

Yorba Linda California, passed away 
Thursday July 29, 2021 at home sur-
rounded by her loving children. Born 
October 2 1921, to Helen Irene 
Berkeley Peters and Vernelet Powers 
Peters of Du Quoin, IL She will forever 
be remembered for her kindness, humil-
ity, caring personality and her life of 
service. 

The second of eight children, Juel 
completed her high school education in 
Du Quoin, and saw a chance to come to 
California to live with her grandparents 
and attend Fullerton Junior College in 
1939. She was raised to help and serve 
others so she studied nursing for two 
years. She took a break during World 
War II and worked in an airplane factory 
in Long Beach as a riveter. She then 
completed her degree at San Jose State 
College with a major in sociology. 

At the end of the war, Juel reconnect-
ed with her first-grade sweetheart 
Clarence Ozel Farquhar. This blos-
somed into a lasting love and they were 
married December 23, 1945. Returning 
to Southern California, they settled in 
Fullerton to raise their three children.  

She felt a calling to teach and com-
pleted the credits for a teaching creden-

tial from Long Beach State College. 
In 1959, Juel was the first African 

American teacher in Orange County. 
She taught in several Fullerton District 
schools 2nd through 6th grades. She 
attained a masters in elementary coun-
seling, a credential in psychometry from 
Cal State Fullerton and became a master 
teacher. Juel worked many years with 
students who had learning difficulties. 
After 41 years, she retired but still 
worked with children and volunteered 
with Pathways of Hope food bank and 
Fullerton Hot Meals Ministry. 

Donations can be made to the 
Fullerton Methodist Foundation as well 
as the Leon Owens Foundation.



Fullerton residents:  
obituaries, 185 words & one photo are free.  
For more information call (714) 525-6402  
or email contact@fullertonobserver.com.
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ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“SOMETHING’S 

FISHY”  
on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021 

PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise  
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

SEND A TRIBUTE

Revered Mom, Grandma, Mentor, 
Spiritual Advisor, Friend, and 
Confidante Janet Kraus Chism passed 
away suddenly on August 2, 2021 in 
Fullerton. She was 87 years old. 

Janet was many things in her long and 
rich life: writer, lifelong student, a pre-
school teacher, church volunteer, admin-
istrative assistant, human resources pro-
fessional, just to name a few. But mostly 
she is remembered by her family as the 
best mother that ever walked the earth. 
To each of her children, Janet was the 
one person who loved us warts and all. 
Actually, she didn’t mind the warts. She 
loved the warts and thought they made 
us interesting. In fact, her kids’ warts 
were better than all the other kids’ warts, 
and woe to anyone who disagreed. From 
her unwavering love of family came a 
natural widening of Janet’s family circle 
to include friends, spouses, ex-spouses, 
friends’ ex-spouses, seekers, seers, and 
artists of all sorts who benefitted from 
her wisdom, humor, and love. In fact, as 
Janet lost many of her abilities to 
dementia in her later years, she never 
stopped saying “I love you.” And she 
meant it. 

Janet was born Janet Wegman on June 
10, 1934 in New York City. An active 
and imaginative child, she was raised by 
a single mom after her father died in an 
accident. Janet wrote many short stories 
about her childhood adventures explor-
ing the city during those vibrant years 
when NYC was the center of the world, 
riding the subway to school, visiting the 
local bar for dinners of pistachio nuts 
and boiled eggs with her beloved Uncle 
Billy, and witnessing beauty and com-
passion in unexpected places. She 
attended P.S. 8 and the Walton School 
For Girls, where she is credited with the 
legendary school song, sung to the tune 
of “Ta Rah Rah Boom dee yay”—“We 
are the Walton Girls, We Wear our hair 
in curls, we wear our dungarees rolled 
up a-bove our knees. And when we want 
a man, we do the best we can. We are the 
Walton Girls, from Walton High. High! 
High! High!” 

After high school, Janet pursued a 
Bachelor’s Degree in English from 
Adelphi University, and she graduated 
while raising five kids, three in diapers. 
Old school diapers, that froze on the 
clothesline during Long Island winters. 
Music was always playing in the Kraus 
Haus, from Harry Belafonte to 
Beethoven Symphonies with Janet danc-
ing and playing with the children and 
instilling in them their own lifelong love 
of music. 

Janet married twice. Her first husband 
was Richard Kraus, whom she married 
in 1955 and with whom she raised five 
children and moved out west.  After that 
marriage ended in divorce, Janet went to 

Janet Kraus Chism

work at Beckman Instruments, where 
she met Hoke Chism, who brought 
much joy into her life and stepchildren 
to embrace:  Deb Jones and Barbara 
Rolen, along with their children who all 
became part of Janet’s magic circle of 
unconditional  love and acceptance. 
Janet and Hoke married in 1987 and 
were inseparable until his death in 2001. 

Janet was a lifelong learner and active 
professionally, bridging the shorthand 
and typewriter age with the computer 
age. She earned a Master’s Degree in 
Human Resources Management from 
Cal State Dominguez Hills, and ended 
her working years as Vice President of 
Human Resources for BUM Sportswear. 
After exiting the workplace, Janet rel-
ished being a full time grandma and vol-
unteer, contributing to many ministries 
through Emmanuel Episcopal Church in 
Fullerton. She was always available for 
a deep talk, unsolvable dilemma, petty 
complaint, or just to be a companion to 
her family and many friends. She attend-
ed hundreds of concerts to support her 
kids in their music careers, including a 
stint as almost certainly the oldest regu-
lar at Linda’s Doll Hut. 

Janet Kraus Chism is survived by her 
children Mary Louise Uys (Peter), 
Steven Kraus, David Kraus (Beth), 
Aimee Aul (Robert), and John Kraus 
(Julie), stepdaughter Barb Rolen and 16 
grandchildren. She is predeceased by 
her husband Hoke Chism and step-
daughter Deb Jones. Janet is also missed 
by the Baldonado / Quito family, her 
large and loving “second family” who 
cared for her in her later years and 
brought dignity to her experience with 
dementia. Many thanks and loving 
thoughts go out to the staff of Fullerton 
Gardens who cared for her in the last 
year of her life. 

In memory of “our little mother” 
please take the advice of one of her 
grandchildren, who recently posted: 
“Hug your mom if you can, sing in the 
car, have a glass of champagne, and be 
happy.” 

We love you, Mom. Thank you for 
happening to us.

Library Bookstore to reopen
The popular Fullerton Public Library Bookstore is set to reopen on Sept. 7. 
Hours are Tues. - Thurs. 11:00am - 3:30pm; Fri. - Sat. 10:00am - 3:30 pm. 
353 W. Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton, (714) 738-6333

William C. Flory
William “Bill” Flory, “Our Fearless 

Leader” as dubbed by his sons, 
slipped away peacefully from this life 
on July 23, 2021, at home in the care 
of hospice and his devoted wife Jan.  
Bill had struggled with an array of 
medical issues in the past 18 months.  
He was 80 years old.  

Bill, a third generation Californian, 
was born February 28, 1941, to 
Chester William and Opal Marie 
Flory in Altadena.  By the time he 
was in kindergarten, the family had 
moved to Newport Beach where he 
grew up and graduated from Newport 
Harbor High.  

“I think I’m falling in love with 
you” were the first words Bill ever 
said to Jan in a communications class 
at Cal State Fullerton.  It was a 
snarky response to a comment Jan 
made during class.  Within a month 
they were dating, and married in six 
months.  If Bill had lived two more 
weeks, they would have celebrated 
their 56th wedding anniversary.  Not 
bad for what some thought was a 
shotgun wedding.  Two years later 
they were expecting a girl, but 
instead were surprised by the birth of 
identical twins, Mike and Rob.  
Emergency shopping ensued. 

The Flory Family moved to 
Fullerton in 1970, and have been in 
the same neighborhood ever since.  
Many Fullerton residents came to 
know Bill as Jan’s “sign man” during 
local city council campaigns begin-
ning in 1992.   

Bill cultivated friendships with 
whomever he met. He not only main-
tained many high school friendships, 
he also developed close relationships 
with people he worked with in real 
estate. When Jan got on City Council 
in 1994, Bill cultivated new friend-
ships with City employees and coun-
cil members.  He also has a devoted 
group of buddies from River 
Reflections where his river house is 
located in Earp. If you ever had the 
privilege of meeting Bill, you had a 
real shot at becoming a good friend.  
The garden is where Bill would gath-
er up the neighbors for one of his 
"fireside chats."  Alternatively, he’d 
be on the phone trumpeting the "911" 
of the day.  Some people collect 
stamps or trading cards, Bill collected 
friends.   

While growing up, Bill would often 

tell people that all he ever wanted to 
be was a salesman. For him, there 
were no “problems,” only “opportu-
nities.”  After jobs in personnel for 
several large corporations, he landed 
at Tarbell Realtors where he was a 
VP in charge of hiring and training.  
He finally persuaded Tarbell to try 
new home sales.  When the company 
elected not to continue the program, 
Bill decided to go out on his own 
and formed W. C. Flory & 
Associates in 1979.  The company 
had a good run for 12 years catering 
to small and mid-size builders until 
it was cut down by the savings and 
loan fiasco in the early ‘90s.  
Thereafter, Bill sold mortgage serv-
ices until his retirement in 2009. 

Bill adored his sons and was fully 
engaged in their activities whether it 
was Little League, Boys Club bas-
ketball, camping, or Future Farmers 
of America (FFA).  He was named 
an honorary lifetime member of FFA 
for his booster efforts at Fullerton 
High School.  As everyone got older, 
it became horse racing at Los 
Alamitos, NASCAR, and going to 
the Colorado River.  No matter 
where he traveled in the world, at 
some point during the vacation, Bill 
would always lean over and whisper 
to Jan that he could be having just as 
much fun at the River. 

Bill leaves behind his wife, Jan, 
sons Mike and Rob Flory and his 
wife, Geraldine; three grandkids: 
Kiana and Kaylee Flory and Dustin 
Flory; sister, Barbara Hardesty, and 
her husband, Larry, from Cypress;  
many nieces and nephews; and his 
cat, Tiger.  A celebration of Bill’s life 
and dedication of a memorial park 
bench in Hillcrest Park is planned 
for later this year after 
Thanksgiving.   
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Street sweeping schedule changes
An inquiry was sent to the City 

Manager’s office by the Observer about 
new street sweeping signs and the tick-
ets given to car owners, seemingly with-
out notice. The Observer also asked for 
clarification of what tracts and zones 
mean with respect to street sweeping. 
Anissa Livas with the City Manager’s 
office responded with these answers: 

 
Q: When did enforcement begin 

again?  
A: The City Council adopted 

Resolution No. 2019-50 authorizing the 
Public Works Department to post these 
signs city-wide, it was on the September 
17, 2019, Council meeting agenda. On 
April 5, 2021, our Police Department 
and parking enforcement contractor, 
SP+, began enforcing all parking laws 
including overnight and street sweeping 
in posted areas. There was a warning 
period that lasted for two weeks from 
March 21 to April 4, 2021, in which 
warning citations were issued. 

 
Q: How did you notify residents?  
A: Through the City’s social media 

pages (both the City and Police 
Department pages), including Nextdoor, 
on our website, Community Newsletter, 
and during City Council meetings. 

 
Q: What does Tract mean? The map 

shows the different “zones” in the city 
where street sweeping takes place each 
day. These zones are not the “tracts” 
that the signs refer to since there are 
signs for different sweeping times with 
each zone.  

A: The term “zone” is an area that has 
been designated a day of the week to be 
swept. There are five zones, and they are 
identified in the map below. 

The term “tract” is a group of homes 
within a smaller defined neighborhood 
with limited entry or exits. 

It is possible to have multiple tracts in 
a single zone. Some of the new signings 
will state “NO PARKING STREET 
SWEEPING this STREET” while other 
signs will read “NO PARKING 
STREET SWEEPING this TRACT” and 
some signs will state both as you pointed 
out earlier. 

Instead of signposting each street 
within a tract, the entrance to the neigh-
borhood may be posted as an alternative. 
Either way, the map on our website is 
the best way to determine when your 
street sweeping day is, and the posted 
signs are intended to help assess what 
time of day a residential area will be 
swept. 

In addition, Public Works has con-
firmed with me that they did not change 
zones, and street sweeping days are the 
same. However, they did confirm that 
the time of day has changed on some 
streets. For example, if in the past a res-
ident had street sweeping done on 
Tuesday morning, it may have recently 
shifted to Tuesday afternoon. 

Fullerton Police Department has con-
firmed that they have received all park-
ing citation appeals and have authorized 
several appeals due to new signage. 

Send emails and photos of the area(s) 
if your street sweeping days and signs 
have changed to ALivas@cityoffuller-
ton.com. It could be a mistake that needs 
to be corrected and at a minimum, Livas 
can forward it to the Maintenance divi-
sion to make them aware of it. 

The Public Works Department is 
working on reaching out to the commu-
nity by issuing letters of notice that new 
signage is going up in some residential 
areas.

Downtown Fair serves community needs: Local nonprofit United 
Across Borders hosted a community fair and food drive on Saturday, August 21 at 
the Fullerton Downtown Plaza. The event featured a free COVID-19 vaccine clin-

ic, free diapers, school backpacks, food, and other essentials. 

The City of Fullerton is in the 
process of updating its Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) Self-eval-
uation and Transition Plan. As part of 
this process, the city is asking for your 
input by completing this questionnaire 
that addresses accessibility of pro-
grams, services, and activities offered 
to the public. 
https://dac.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form
/SV_aXHbsf0sLJxe2xL. The purpose 
of this survey is to gather information 
on how City department and division 
programs or services are, or are not, 
accessible to persons with disabilities. 
The goal is that when each program, 
service or activity is viewed in its 
entirety, it is readily accessible to and 
usable by persons with disabilities. 

The California Citizens 
Redistricting Commission 
Community of Interest input meeting 
for Orange County will accept com-
ments about where the new lines 
should be drawn for Senate, 
Assembly, Congressional, and Board 
of Equalization districts.  

Wednesday, September 1, 4pm-
8pm 

 To give public comment please 
call: (877) 853-5247  (press *9 to get 
in queue) Watch live: 
http://videossc.com/CRC/ 

Interpretation in Spanish, 
Vietnamese and Korean will be avail-
able. Other languages can be request-
ed as well.

Disabilities Act Survey CA  Redistricting 
Commission


