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Sign up for  
your free vaccine

Everyone is encouraged to register and 
inquire through all available resources. 
Go to the California Vaccine scheduling 
site at: myturn.ca.gov. 
Or, for Othena, go to these sites: 
• English othena.com 
•Español- othena.com/?lang=es 
• Tiếng Việt - othena.com/?lang=vi 
• 한국어 - othena.com/?lang=ko

City cameras 
fail to protect 
citizens as  
private  
surveillance is 
released in  
ongoing  
investigation

 
See War Refugees, Page 16

See Delta surge, Page 2

WAR REFUGEES: THEN AND NOW

by Jesse La Tour 
  
City Council will hold a study session 

on September 14 at 4pm to discuss how 
to spend federal COVID relief funds and 
how this will impact the current fiscal 
year budget adopted in June. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Fullerton (like most cities) saw a reduc-
tion in revenue and staffing levels. In 
March 2020, for example, nearly all the 
part-time Parks and Rec employees 
were laid off as public programs organ-
ized by the department ceased. 

This reduction of revenue and staff 
corresponds to a reduction in basic serv-
ices. 

The budget passed by City Council in 
June included a deficit of approximately 
$10 million.  

 To offset these losses, Fullerton was 

allocated $32.67 million by the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 
(ARPA). These funds, which have not 
yet been factored into the budget, are 
intended to repair the economic damage 
of COVID-19. The City has received 
$16.33 million and will receive another 
$16.33 million next fiscal year. 

ARPA rules allow for expenditures 
under several broad categories, includ-
ing: 

1. Support public health expenditures. 
2. Address negative economic impacts 

of the pandemic. 
3. Invest in sewer, water, and broad-

band infrastructure. 
At an August 17 budget study session, 

staff presented different scenarios for 
how to offset the budget deficit that 

Council to Discuss Federal Relief 
Funds and the Budget

by Lance Langdon   
Orange County residents are breath-

ing a little sigh of relief as the Delta out-
break has loosened its grip ever so 
slightly, with new infections and hospi-
talizations down from last month. 
Nonetheless, health officials are con-
cerned that indoor gatherings over last 
weekend’s Labor Day holiday will pro-
duce a resurgence of new cases. And 
officials and parents alike are closely 
watching schools to see if transmission 
will rise to unsustainable levels for in-
person learning during the current Delta 
surge. 

“What we see is a gradual downward 
trend in terms of burden of disease,” 
said Dr. Matthew Zahn, Deputy County 
Health Officer. “But I think it’s also 
important to remember that if this is a 
trend, it is a very gradual trend, and it’s 
still very important that all of us take 
measures to protect ourselves and our 
loved ones from COVID infection.” 

by Saskia Kennedy 
 
Samantha Velasquez said she believed 

she had been drugged at JP23 Urban 
Kitchen restaurant/bar, and later raped 
and left on the second floor of the SoCo 
parking structure on August 2. The 
City’s CCTV cameras do not work any-
where in the City, including in the park-
ing structure. When asked about the 
City’s surveillance video, City Assistant 
Analyst Anissa Livas wrote in an email, 
“In regard to the CCTV camera servers, 
the Police Department made a request to 
the City Council for replacement with 
the use of ARPA (Federal) funding. The 
server system in the parking structure 
has been faulty and not working for 
quite some time and replacement has not 
been possible due to funding.” 

Livas added, “Of course, this would 
require City Council approval based on 
how they intend to prioritize ARPA 
funding. Our Police Department has 
acknowledged that funding this project 
to replace and repair our downtown 
CCTV system would greatly aid in their 
ability to solve crimes and assist with 
calls for service.” 

The Velasquez story went viral on 
social media and reached over 500,000 
people in just a few days. Protestors say 
that over 40 women and men have come 
forward sharing similar stories of being 
drugged at JP23 bar. An additional vic-
tim was interviewed on camera by 
FoxLA reporter Chelsea Edwards.  

by Jesse La Tour 
  
In a scenario tragically like the fall of 

Afghanistan last month, the collapse of 
the South Vietnam government sparked 
a massive and chaotic evacuation of 
Americans and their Vietnamese allies. 

As Saigon was falling to the North 
Vietnamese Army in 1975, Thuy Do Le, 
a newlywed schoolteacher, remembers 
asking her mother, “Should I go, or 
should I stay?” 

“My mother didn’t answer my ques-
tion right away,” Thuy said. “She 
walked away. A bit later she came back; 
she didn’t even look at me. Her voice 
was very stern, saying, ‘You must go. 
You cannot stay.’ That’s the greatest sac-
rifice a mother can make for her child.” 

  

Thus began Thuy and her husband 
Hong’s journey as refugees to the 
United States. She would not see her 
mother again until 1991. 

  
The long journey to the U.S.   

Thuy and Hong were married in 
Vietnam in 1974. Though she came 
from a poor family, Thuy was able to 
graduate from high school and college 
and become a teacher. Hong was a pilot 
for the South Vietnam military. Back in 
1966, as the war in Vietnam escalated, 
Hong was sent to flight training school 
in the United States. Upon his return, he 
flew many missions for South Vietnam, 
surviving numerous scrapes with death 
and more than one crash landing. 

  

AS DELTA SURGE 
EASES SLIGHTLY, 

HEALTH  
OFFICIALS URGE  

CAUTION

Hong Le and Thuy Do Le were once war refugees from Vietnam.  
PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

Remember to Vote!  
Tuesday September 14 is the last 

day to vote in the Recall election. 
You can still drop off your ballot 

in ballot drop boxes behind the 
Main Library and at the Train 
Station, or make sure it is     
postmarked by Sept 14. 

Continued on Page 2
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Delta Surge Continued from front page

 Even amidst these encouraging signs, 
however, individuals are suffering—like 
the family of one Orange County child, 
not yet 5 years old, who died in August 
of COVID complications. The County 
revealed that the child had underlying 
health conditions but had no more infor-
mation to share at this time. 

 
 Numbers in Schools   

So far, it is not entirely clear how hard 
schools are getting hit in this latest Delta 
surge. Clearly, the number of cases in 
schools has shot up. As reported on the 
County website (occovid19.ochealthin-
fo.com/coronavirus-in-oc) OC schools 
reported 256 new COVID cases during 
the week of 8/15 to 8/21. That number is 
five times higher than the average last 
spring when the worst weeks for schools 
in virtual or hybrid mode only registered 
50-something new cases. But this 
week’s case count is still less than half 
of that during the peak of last winter’s 
surge. 

Still, delays in tallying and reporting 
new cases mean that we don’t yet truly 
know how many students are catching 
COVID during this fall’s in-person 
learning. 

Chapman University reported 223 
new COVID cases during its first week 
of in-person instruction. The outbreak 
spread despite Chapman’s requirement 
that students either fully vaccinate or 
submit a personal declination by 
September 14. Fortunately, outbreaks 
have not been reported at our other local 
colleges despite their return to in-person 
instruction. Students there remain vul-
nerable: At Cal State Fullerton, students 
aren’t required to be fully vaccinated 
until September 30, and for Fullerton 
College that date is November 1. 

  
Vaccination   

Universities’ vaccination require-
ments are part of a broader campaign to 
vaccinate Orange County residents. That 
campaign is showing mixed results. 
Some communities, notably in Irvine 
and parts of Brea, are vaccinating over 
90% of adults, while others aren’t doing 
much better than half. 

Grave risks face those who don’t get 
the vaccine. Take this grim fact reported 
by Deputy Health Officer Dr. Regina 
Chinsio-Kwong: during August in 

Orange County, “there have been 103 
[COVID] deaths. 96% of these individ-
uals were unvaccinated.” 

Regarding vaccine booster shots, 
county officials said on Sept 10 that for 
now, the additional dose is only author-
ized for the MRNA vaccine for those 
who are immunocompromised or have 
severe underlying conditions. 

On Thursday President Biden 
announced a plan that all employers 
with 100 or more employees institute 
mandatory vaccination or weekly test-
ing. This could impact as many as 100 
million Americans. However, the timing 
of the rollout of this policy by the Labor 
Department’s Occupational Health and 
Safety Administration remains to be 
determined. 

  
County Responds to 

Criticism over Public 
Outreach  

Earlier this month, OC Health Care 
Agency Director Dr. Clayton Chau 
ordered his staff to stop attending daily 
COVID briefings that Second District 
County Supervisor Katrina Foley had 
been holding with the public. As report-
ed by the Voice of OC, this came at the 
direction of two other supervisors, 
Andrew Do and Doug Chaffee 
[Fullerton’s supervisor]. 

Recently, reporters such as Norberto 
Santana Jr. of the Voice of OC, have 
argued that if the County is to be suc-
cessful in getting the public vaccinated, 
it needs to be more transparent and time-
ly in its communication. 

Santana wrote that the County ought 
to rethink its COVID dashboard, since 
weekly or monthly death counts, rather 
than two-year totals, would better serve 
the public’s desire for information on 
how the Coronavirus is hitting our local 
communities right now. 

Responding to such criticisms, the 
County did, in fact, update its website. 
The site now includes a map that shows 
the latest testing positivity rates by zip 
code. 

This tool gives residents a chance to 
quickly find communities where a large 
percentage of people are currently test-
ing positive for COVID. One piece of 
good news: As of September 10, the 
rates for Fullerton’s different communi-
ties were below the countywide 5.4% 

average, with the exception of 92833. 
92831: 4.3% 
92832: 4.3% 
92833: 6.3% 
92835: 3.5% 
 The map also reveals that Fullerton is 

about on par with most surrounding zip 
codes, but is in better shape right now 
than Placentia, where the testing positiv-
ity rate is 7.5%. 

   
Next Steps   

Despite the slight drop in new cases in 
the last few weeks, our health system 

remains burdened by COVID patients 
with no end in sight. As we consider 
how to respond, we are hearing much of 
the same guidance from the Orange 
County Health Department that we have 
been for some time: COVID is likely to 
spread at indoor gatherings, particularly 
among the unvaccinated; if we’re to 
avoid it, we should get the vaccine, 
mask up, avoid crowds, put some dis-
tance between ourselves and others, and, 
if we get sick, get tested. 

It's good advice; whether or not it's 
enough to halt the surge remains to be 
seen.

JP23’s private investigator releases private surveillance  Continued from front page

No additional victims have contacted 
the Fullerton Observer to date.  

Reporters were given links to surveil-
lance video collected by a private inves-
tigator from neighboring businesses as 
well as several hours of footage taken 
inside the bar at the August 25 press 
conference called by JP23 owner Jacob 
Poozhikala.“We have gone all in on this 
investigation,” Poozhikala said. “We 
cooperated with police and have spent 
time and money to find out what hap-
pened to this poor girl.” 

The first few hours of time-stamped 
videos show the inside of JP23, which is 
located on Harbor Blvd.  

At approximately 9:50pm, Velasquez 
meets her friend, Candace. She joins 
Candace at a table where she meets 
Mike. The three appear to be having fun, 
drinking, and dancing. 

Around the third hour Velasquez 

appears to be intoxicated though it is dif-
ficult to know if she was drugged or 
drunk as they can look the same. Date 
rape drugs are quickly metabolized and 
therefore difficult to test for and alcohol 
can produce the same symptoms causing 
a person to be vulnerable to assault and 
unable to recall events. 

By the end of the night, Velasquez is 
being led by her hand out of JP23 by a 
man in a white cap, glasses, and a print 
shirt. Also with her are two women and 
a broad-chested, dark-haired man. At 
approximately 1:40am, video from the 
Pickled Monk on Harbor shows the 
group jaywalking across 
Commonwealth Ave towards Ace 
Hardware and through the parking lot 
before going off camera. 

At around 2:40am, Velasquez appears 
on an Ace Hardware video stumbling 
toward Harbor with two different men 

following her. She pushes one of the 
men and then she stumbles into an 
alcove or alley, and disappears off cam-
era. The two men wait for her to join 
them again and then the three of them 
proceed toward Harbor and disappear. 

At 2:47 am, Velasquez appears again 
on the Ace Hardware video, this time 
swerving from side to side away from 
Harbor on Commonwealth as she tries 
clipping her fanny pack around her 
waist. One of the two men follows her 
up the street. Velasquez and the man 
seem to struggle to stay standing at 
around 2:50am. 

At approximately 2:56am a sur-
veilance  camera from The Continental 
Room nightclub on West Santa Fe 
across from the SoCo Metro Parking 
Structure shows a very impaired 
Velasquez weaving from one side of the 
alley to the other held up by a man 

before disappearing off camera.  
There were no police officers caught 

on any of the videos. Poozhikala, who 
owns JP23, said he is suing Velasquez 
for slander. Protesters continue to show 
up every weekend. 

Chief Dunn of the Fullerton Police 
Department and City staff met with 
Jacob Poozhikala and his lawyer for a 
remedy meeting as outlined in the 
Fullerton Municipal Code. A remedy 
decision will be announced on Sept 13. 

When asked about the remedy meet-
ing that the City called to discuss JP23’s 
conditional-use permit, Poozhikala said, 
“This is a bar problem, not a JP23 prob-
lem. So, if there is an issue with over-
drinking, that is every bar where that 
happens. Bottom line is we are part of 
the community, and we always want the 
best for and safety of the community.”

The City of Fullerton is hosting a vaccine clinic at Casa 723 located at 
723  S. Harbor Blvd. from 4pm-6pm. The vaccine shots that will be offered 
are Pfizer and Johnson and Johnson. Vaccines are free. Bring ID. 

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Sept 16

COVID Numbers in County: A comparison between health data on Sept 10 
and the numbers we reported on August 20 shows significant drops among key 
indicators.

Vaccination rates across Fullerton and in our surrounding zip codes as of the end 
of August, which shows Fullerton about on par with our neighbors in fully vacci-

nating about two thirds of adults. Data from: Voice of OC Chart published on 
Sept. 1 using Aug 26 data compiled by Supervisor Katrina Foley’s staff via OC 

Health Care Agency Data.
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Man Fatally Stabbed,  
Suspect Arrested

Fullerton Police Officers responded to 
Harbor Blvd and Walnut Ave. regarding 
a victim who had been stabbed on 
Monday, August 30, at approximately 
4:39am. A reporting party who found the 
victim with a stab wound called 911. 

Upon arrival, officers located 24-year 
old Joseph Olvera with a stab wound on 
the pedestrian Bridge crossing over 
Harbor Blvd. Olvera died from his 
injuries. 

Fullerton Police Detectives quickly 
began their investigation into several 
leads and soon identified Abigail Jorge 
Gonzalez-Castillo, a 29-year-old male 
from Fullerton, as the suspect of the 
murder. On September 5, Detectives 
located and arrested Gonzalez-Castillo 
in Fullerton.  

He was arrested on suspicion of mur-
der with special circumstances and was 
transported to the Orange County Jail, 
where he is held without bail. 

Detectives have collected and 
reviewed a local business owner’s video 
which appears to have captured the 
crime, as well as additional video in the 
area. 

This is an ongoing investigation. 
Anyone with information about this 
homicide is encouraged to contact 
Fullerton Police Detective C. Hines at 
(714) 738-5334. Those wishing to pro-
vide information anonymously can call 
the Orange County Crime Stoppers at 
1(855) TIP-OCCS or can visit their web-
site at www.occrimestoppers.org.

Plane Crashes at Fullerton Airport
A small Piper PA-24-400 airplane 

crash-landed at the Fullerton Airport on 
the afternoon of August 30, leaving the 
pilot Ronald Richmond and passenger 
Donald Mikami (a flight instructor) 
injured. They were transported to a local 
trauma center and have since been 
released. 

The Fullerton Fire Department and the 
Orange County Fire Authority respond-
ed to the crash on the north side of the 
Airport. The Federal Aviation 

Administration is investigating the 
crash. 

According to Fullerton Airport 
Manager Brendan O’Reilly, the pilot 
(Richmond) was undergoing a bi-annual 
flight review with Mikami. The airplane 
came in too low for its landing, clipped 
a chain link fence, and crash-landed on 
its belly. 

The crash caused the airport to be 
closed to air traffic for several hours.

Photo courtesy of Brendan O’Reilly, Fullerton Airport Manager.

Citing Sex Discrimination,  
First Female OC Fire Authority Pilot 

Sues to Get Job Back
by Jesse La Tour 

  
Desiree Horton was the first full-time 

female helicopter pilot in the history of 
the Orange County Fire Authority 
(OCFA), an agency with only around 
2% women firefighters.  She was hired 
in 2019 and fired in 2020. 

In June of this year, she filed a lawsuit 
against OCFA seeking her job back and 
stating that her termination was sex dis-
crimination. The lawsuit is ongoing. 

Horton has over 30 years of experi-
ence as a pilot, having worked as an aer-
ial reporter for various Southern 
California news stations, and for over 15 
years as an aerial firefighter. In 2019, 
she joined the OCFA, working out of 
Station 41 at the Fullerton Airport. She 
thought it would be her dream job. 

According to the lawsuit filed in 
Orange County Superior Court, during 
Horton’s time at the OCFA, she was 
held to unfair and higher standards than 
her male counterparts, deprived of train-
ing opportunities offered to the male fire 
pilots, unfairly evaluated without proper 
training and often with little or no 
advance notice, lied to about the condi-
tions of her passing probation, and 
forced to work in a hostile environment 
in which she was ignored, undermined, 
disrespected, disparaged, and made to 
feel as though she was incompetent. 

The lawsuit states, “The OCFA failed 
Ms. Horton after her one-year proba-
tionary period and without the required 
one-year evaluation flight, wrongfully 
claiming her performance was ‘substan-
dard’ and that she was essentially 
untrainable.” 

The Observer reached out to OCFA 
for their side of the story but a 
spokesperson said they were unable to 
comment on ongoing litigation. 

Horton, her lawyers, and other advo-
cates held a virtual press conference 
back in June, during which they 
explained the case. 

“It was such an honor and a privilege 

to serve Orange County as a first 
responder, but OCFA didn’t see it that 
way,” Horton said. “I was set up to fail 
and I was never given the opportunity to 
succeed. It was clear to me that women 
weren’t wanted at OCFA.” 

Lauren Andrade, a fire captain at 
OCFA, supports Horton in her fight to 
get her job back and to challenge the 
culture of the organization. 

“I wish I could sit here today and say 
this is the first I’d heard of a probation-
ary employee being discriminated 
against for their sex or race, but unfortu-
nately that’s far from the truth,” Andrade 
said at the press conference. “OCFA has 
a pattern of discrimination against 
underrepresented groups. Either they’re 
weeded out in the hiring process, or 
they’re fired during their probationary 
year.” 

“Seventeen of our 77 fire stations cur-
rently don’t have women’s restrooms or 
shower facilities to accommodate a dual 
gender workforce,” Andrade said. “We 
have no women chief officers, and up 
until Desiree we had no women 
assigned full time to our Air Operations 
division.” 

Jenna Rangel, an attorney represent-
ing Horton, said that although Horton 
had more experience than her male col-
leagues, “because there were no objec-
tive metrics that could be applied equal-
ly to all fire pilots, the OCFA was able to 
hold Desiree to higher standards than 
the men, and to terminate her by wrong-
fully claiming her performance was sub-
standard.” 

“People have asked me why I’m doing 
this,” Horton said. “The answer is sim-
ple—I want my job back. Let me fly. 
And I want the OCFA to be a changed 
department, one in which women and 
underrepresented groups are given the 
fair shake we deserve.” 

Fire pilots like Desiree are tasked with 
transporting firefighters to the front 
lines, aerial firefighting with precise 
water drops while hovering at low levels 

above the blaze, and engaging in search 
and rescue missions. 

Friends and supporters of helicopter 
pilot Desiree Horton gathered outside 
the Orange County Fire Authority 
Station 41 at the Fullerton Airport on 
August 28 to protest her firing by 
OCFA. Another protest is planned for 
the September 23 OCFA Board of 
Trustees meeting at 6pm at the Regional 
Fire Operations and Training Center 
Board Room at 1 Fire Authority Road in 
Irvine. 

A petition on Change.org has been 
created on Desiree’s behalf and there 
has been an outpouring of support on 
social media. 

The Orange County Fire Authority 
provides fire protection and emergency 
medical services for unincorporated 
areas of Orange County as well as 25 
cities within the County that contract 
OCFA's services. Fullerton has its own 
municipal fire department, but OCFA 
maintains an air operations station at the 
Fullerton Airport.

Helicopter pilot Desiree Horton. PHOTO FROM WIKIPEDIA.

Supporters of helicopter pilot Desiree Horton gathered outside the Orange  
County Fire Authority Station 41 at the Fullerton Airport on August 28  

to protest her firing. PHOTO BY SASKIA KENNEDY.

Relief for Small Businesses and Nonprofits 
 
The State is providing additional funding rounds for the Small Business 

COVID-19 Relief Grant Program. If your business or nonprofit was affect-
ed by the COVID-19 pandemic, you may be eligible for up to a $25,000 
grant. Apply from September 9-30. For more information on grant require-
ments and eligibility visit the CA Relief Grant website: www.carelief-
grant.com.
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Budget Continued from front page

1. Mr. T was part of it 
6. Dog biter 
10. Cassette contents 
14. Peter of "Casablanca" 
15. Dublin's land 
16. Elevator inventor 
17. Abbot applause? 
19. Let 
20. ___-Lorraine 
21. Fly like an eagle 
23. Like Fran Drescher's voice 
26. Excessively proper 
30. Low voice 
32. Hawaii's Mauna ___ 
34. Notions 
35. Attorneys' org. 
36. Begins 
38. Connection inits. 
39. Moat buddies? 

42. Canine breeders' org. 
43. Round a bend too fast 
44. "Moonlight" actor Mahershala ___ 
45. Chopin piece 
47. 12th graders: Abbr. 
48. Hook's mate 
49. How a Pollyanna sees the world 
51. Past its prime 
53. Musher's transport 
55. Zany 
59. Grouch 
62. ER mystery? 
65. ___ Men ("Who Let  
     the Dogs Out" group) 
66. School grps. 
67. They're nuts 
68. Betelgeuse is one 
69. Union workplace 
70. Water balloon sound 

1. ___ mater 
2. Hammer or sickle 
3. Sea eagles 
4. Razorback state 
5. Sites that draw visitors 
6. Service charge 
7. Fib 
8. Drops the ball 
9. "The Fox and the Grapes" author 
10. Like a love affair, say 
11. Chowed down 
12. Grenade part 
13. Approx. 
18. The Pointer Sisters' "___ So Shy" 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021 
“TELEVISION MASH-UP” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)

22. What unexpected problems  
      may do 
24. Modifies 
25. Footwear with 48-Down 
27. Be a busybody 
28. TV collie 
29. Fashion monogram 
30. "___ the Future" (1985 movie) 
31. Counting device 
33. Nab 
36. Patty Hearst's kidnap grp. 
37. Its symbol is Sn 
40. Immune response orchestrator 
41. Casually mention a famous  
     friend, say 
42. ___ Lingus 
46. Punish an attorney 
48. Casual pants 
50. Shrieks 
52. Morning hrs. 
54. Biblical verb 
56. Select 
57. "...and on that farm he had  
     a sheep, with ___..." 
58. "Hey, you!" 
59. "Blue Bloods" network 
60. Double-crosser 
61. "Eureka!" 
63. ___ Paulo, Brazil 
64. Recipe amt.

DOWN

ACROSS

included use of ARPA funds, but also 
included vacancy savings (leaving posi-
tions unfilled), and making cuts of 2% 
and 5% from City departments.  

The idea of additional cuts has further 
divided an already divided City Council, 
with initial support from Mayor Bruce 
Whitaker, Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap, 
and Councilmember Fred Jung; and 
opposition from Councilmembers Jesus 
Silva and Ahmad Zahra. 

During the August 17 study session, 
Councilmember Zahra spoke against 
making further cuts to the 
City’s workforce. 

“Knowing that 70% of 
our services are labor-dri-
ven, it seems to me that 
prioritizing workforce 
really covers all of these 
departments. I think that 
should be where we 
focus,” Zahra said. 

Mayor Pro Tem Dunlap, 
who supported the possi-
bility of 2 to 5% work-
force cuts, said, “I see it 
differently. The funda-
mental cornerstone of 
local government is public safety and 
infrastructure, so I would put those two 
tied for first place in my book.” 

When scheduling the Sept 14 study 
session, Councilmember Zahra said he 
will not be able to attend due to prior 
commitments. The first meeting in 
September is usually not scheduled. 
Zahra’s absence will effectively leave 
District 5 unrepresented in these budget 
discussions. 

During public comments at the August 
17 study session, representatives of 
police and fire labor unions spoke 
against cuts to their departments. 

John Miller, Vice President of the 
Fullerton Police Officers Association, 
said that Fullerton currently has 120 
sworn officers, down about 40% from 
2008, when it had about 168 officers. 
And yet, he said, calls for services are 
higher than at that time. 

Dan Lancaster, president of Fullerton 
Firefighters Association, made a similar 
argument against cuts. He said that 
many firefighters are working overtime 
to make up for vacant positions. 

 “We expect the best from our employ-
ees—then we should treat them the best 
too,” community leader Egleth Nunnci 
said. “The American Rescue Plan is 
needed to rescue our staff.” 

Dr. Jessie Jones, executive director of 
Center for Healthy Neighborhoods 
urged Council to use the ARPA funds for 

public safety and parks. 
Local resident Bernard Oh, 

a frequent fixture at council 
meetings, spoke vehemently 
against cuts. 

“City services are already 
compromised,” Oh said. 
“This council majority made 
big promises to fix our roads, 
improve public safety, and 
fix our parks without a sales 
tax, and yet all I’m seeing is 
just cuts to all these servic-
es...We’re losing experi-
enced staff and having a hard 
time hiring in all depart-

ments--police, fire, library, and on and 
on. What are you doing?” 

City departments have each submitted 
ARPA funding requests for City Council 
consideration. 

How the City will use its federal relief 
funds, whether it will make more cuts, 
and the impact on city staffing and serv-
ice levels will be the topic of discussion 
at the September 14 Budget Study 
Session. 

Council will also discuss financial 
forecasts into the next 5 to 10 years, as 
ARPA money provides only a temporary 
relief to balance the budget over the 
medium term. 

You may provide public comment 
remotely by phone or online via Zoom 
or live in-person.  Visit www.cityof-
fullerton.com/participate to learn more 
about how you can provide a comment 
during the meeting.

  
 
“The American 

Rescue Plan 
 is needed to  
rescue our  

staff.” 
 

—Egleth Nunnci

City Seeks Applicants for Redistricting 
Advisory Commission

Interested in helping Fullerton decide on its next City Council Voting 
Districts? The city seeks applicants to sit on the Redistricting Advisory 
Commission to hold workshops and hearings on the city’s redistricting 
process. The Committee will hold several meetings on evenings and week-
ends starting as early as late September 2021 through no later than April 
2022. 

Application deadline is September 15. Contact Lucinda Williams, City 
Clerk for more information at lucindaw@cityoffullerton.com.

The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are  

available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
 

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or by email to: 

 council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 
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Photo Quiz Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

Last issue: Where is this 
lamppost and what is its story? 
This lamppost is one of two 
that were stolen from the Post 
Office on Commonwealth and 
Pomona, and later found and 
returned. Reader Melinda 
Guinaldo was the first to give 
the correct answer.

This issue:  
Where are these and what are they for?

New in Town
Mr. Fries has opened at 410 E. 

Chapman across from Fullerton College. 
Back when almost everyone lived on 
North Yale Avenue and attended that 
college, there was no Zombie Donuts 
within walking distance. There was no 
Mr. Fries just down the road. What a 
shame! If only. We actually had to make 
our own breakfast and munchies. 

This page was turned in before the 
grand opening on September 9, but we 
took a look at the menu at www.mrfries-
man.com and wow. Their fare is no 
snack or side order, with so many BBQ 
options, chicken, bacon, shrimp, crab, 
for vegans and vegetarians, beyond 
meat, and plenty of sauces and add-ons. 

Not only are the new staircases in, 
but the Santa Fe Café is looking cool 
in more ways than one with nice 
shade and greenery all around now. 
It’s interesting to just grab a drink 
and some food and sit outside, 
watching the trains and train hoppers 
go by, and imagining what it must 
have been like when the railroad first 
came to town. 

We often take what we have for 
granted, but not many places are like 
Fullerton, with a transportation cen-
ter with trains and busses, an airport, 
and freeways on our southern and 
eastern borders, connecting us to the 
rest of the world. 

The Korean War Memorial has 
taken shape over the past month, 
with forms in, concrete poured, get-
ting ready to install the monuments.

Updates

Oldest
Two popular Facebook pages, 

Fullerton Loves Food and Fullerton 
Buzz, recently asked the same basic 
question with slightly different wording 
as they tried to determine which 
Fullerton restaurant has been around the 
longest. Of course, most of us know that 
Angelo’s and Vinci’s, The Cellar, 
Rutabegorz, Polly’s Pies and others have 
been around a long time, but many men-
tioned some that are no longer around. 
The Dal Rae and Velvet Turtle were 
mentioned, but hard to believe nobody 
seemed to recall Steele’s Café or Taco 
Villa on Harbor, or La Paz in Villa del 
Sol. 

Unless the masses missed something, 
the winner is A&Js on Brookhurst, 
which opened in 1957 followed by 
Giovanni’s on Williamson in 1958. Any 
mention of Giovanni’s brings back 
memories of owner Paul Codispoti, who 
was one of the most revered and respect-
ed Fullerton residents ever. Paul was the 
Chamber of Commerce Man of the Year 
in 1989 but seemed like he was Man of 
the Year every year. He generously sup-
ported youth sports organizations, The 
Boys and Girls Club and so many more 
causes. Was there ever a person who 
walked in the front door and did not 
immediately feel like his friend?  

Congratulations to both restaurants. 
Longevity is the result of a lot of hard 
work, and obviously giving diners what 
they crave is a must. Remember to shop 
and dine in Fullerton first. If you own a 
downtown restaurant and want to let me 
know how things are going and what 
your upcoming plans are, please contact 
me. You know the drill. 

Last Minute Voting: Tuesday September 14 is the last day to vote 
in the Recall election. You can still drop off your ballot in ballot drop 
boxes behind the Main Library and at the Train Station, or make sure 
it is postmarked by Sept 14. 

I saw it in the Fullerton Observer

The response has been great, and if you want to 
honor someone who has served our country or 
our city (we include Police officers and Fullerton 
Firefighters too) please contact me at 
allmedia@sbcglobal.net. You will get an order 
form with info, and you can check out the order 
form online in the past issue. Above are two of 
the newest ones, recognize them? 

Banners

Korean War Memorial under construction.

Santa Fe CafeNew stairs at train station
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling 714-870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

 Vivien Moreno interviews  
new FJUHSD Superintendent

Just prior to the start of the 2021/22 
school year, I sat down with new 
FJUHSD Superintendent Dr. Steve 
McLaughlin and discussed his early 
impressions of the District, goals, and 
some challenges he sees for this aca-
demic year. With the Delta variant 
spread and the real possibility of other 
variants, this school year requires staff, 
students, and families to 
maintain flexibility as 
schools return to in-person 
learning while community 
health situations remain 
fluid. 

Dr. McLaughlin has 
spent over two decades in 
Orange County education 
(www.fjuhsd.org, scroll 
down for his bio news 
release) and experienced 
distance learning as both an 
Assistant Superintendent of 
Education Services and a 
parent during this difficult 
year and a half. He supports 
the current FJUHSD 
COVID-19 protocols and said at the last 
board meeting that he believes that vac-
cines are key to moving forward through 
the pandemic environment. He believes 
that staff and students need to be cele-
brated for their amazing efforts to stay 
connected and keep learning new skills 
and coping mechanisms during distance 
learning. One of Dr. McLaughlin’s early 
goals is creating meaningful connections 
with his administration and staff. He 
believes that communication while 
building connections among teachers, 

support staff, and students leads to suc-
cess and builds resiliency to deal with 
reentry into in-person learning while 
still coping with loss and future chal-
lenges. 

In addition to building meaningful 
relationships, Dr. McLaughlin supports 
increasing educational opportunities to 
all students including Long Term 

English Learners and stu-
dents with disabilities. He 
fully supports encouraging 
students to explore their 
interests and abilities, 
which aligns with current 
FJUHSD school site cul-
tures that offer student 
access to multiple academ-
ic and CTE (Career 
Technical Education) 
choices in a safe learning 
environment. A secure edu-
cational environment 
encourages self-knowledge 
and provides a foundation 
to make successful life 
choices after graduation.  

After teaching and being an adminis-
trator at both middle and high schools, 
another early goal for Dr. McLaughlin is 
to strengthen early and continuous com-
munication with the District’s feeder 
school families, which he thinks makes 
high school transitions easier and less 
disruptive. He strongly supports incom-
ing students and their families to active-
ly familiarize themselves with high 
school settings through district commu-
nications and campus tours prior to 8th 
grade. He believes that parent involve-

ment results in greater high school stu-
dent success, but he acknowledges that 
parent involvement is different in high 
school as students gain independence, 
so the high school district needs to offer 
multiple opportunities to incentivize 
parents to stay involved with their chil-
dren in new ways. 

When I asked him about his first 
impressions of the FJUHSD, which 
includes Fullerton, Buena Park, and La 
Habra, his face brightened, and he 
talked about how he is looking forward 
to seeing our “big, small town” commu-
nity in action. He felt reassured to see 
how so many people both affiliated with 
the District and in the community at 
large who are focused on student suc-
cess and how a deep thread of pride 
exists for each unique high school and 
its culture. He believes that teens gain 
mentorship and encouragement by 
engaging with supportive adults and he 
welcomes community interactions. He 
views this period of reengaging to in-
person meetings as an opportunity to 
enhance community and high school 
district relationships. 

We discussed his impressions about 
the FJUHSD school choice policy and 
he diplomatically said he looks forward 
to seeing it in action. The tradition of 
FJUSHD’s open market system, which 
allows local families to place teenagers 
in a school setting because it is the best 
academic and emotional fit for them and 
not necessarily the school to which they 

live closest, is something we tend to 
take for granted. Watching incoming 
students and their families explore the 
various high school sites and figure out 
their best academic fits is always inter-
esting. The FJUHSD high graduation 
rates and numerous college and career 
success stories reflect the high potential 
of success that FJUHSD students expe-
rience being in an educational environ-
ment that fits their needs.  

Finally, I asked his perspective on 
positive outcomes emerging from dis-
tance learning and the major challenges 
he thinks the District will face this com-
ing year. Dr. McLaughlin said how 
impressed he was with the many teach-
ers and staff who committed effort and 
innovation to ensure that student accom-
modations and education continued 
even when they were experiencing hard-
ships and losses of their own. The pan-
demic turned everything upside down 
and made many people realize that we 
need to care for ourselves and find a 
life/work balance in order to succeed. 
He also pointed out that teacher-parent 
connections improved during this time 
due to increased use of technology, 
which allowed virtual back-to-school 
events and parent conferences opening 
up pathways of communication. He sup-
ports continued parent participation 
through technological options for those 
who cannot meet in-person for meetings 
on school sites. 

We wrapped up with him circling 
back to his theme of meaningful connec-
tions as his overall districtwide chal-
lenge this year. Returning to in-person 
environments combines the chance for 
all staff and students to build more 
meaningful connections and relation-
ships, while simultaneously recognizing 
how important it is to care for ourselves 
and each other in this new environment. 
Creating these significant connections 
will bring greater understanding of 
where our teenagers are academically 
and emotionally, while providing an 
opportunity to figure out what support 
personnel and programs both staff and 
students need to thrive and allow them 
to achieve success in the coming years.

  
 
Creating these 

connections will 
bring greater 

understanding  
of where our 
teenagers are 
academically  

and emotionally.

SWIM LESSONS
THE AUSTRALIAN

SWIM SCHOOL OFFERS:

•Year round indoor pools
• OPEN 7 DAYS

• 3 months to adult
• Baby-Preschool specialist
SAVING LIVES SINCE 1977

(855) SWIM2DAY

AUSTRALIAN SWIM SCHOOL
(inside Meridian Health Club)

1535 Deerpark Dr. Fullerton CA 92831

australianswimschool.com

The Limits of Desegregation:  
a Story of Maple School 

The story continues online...

Due to space constraints, this local history series has 
moved online. To read this, and other stories, visit 
www.fullertonobserver.com.

First Annual Tommy Lasorda Day  
Coming September 22

Fullerton will pay tribute to Tommy Lasorda this month, celebrating baseball and 
Italy on what would have been the Hall of Famer’s 94th birthday in the city he 
called home for nearly seven decades. On Sept. 22, City leaders will declare Tommy 
Lasorda Day, and kick off all-day festivities to honor the baseball great who man-
aged the Los Angeles Dodgers for 20 years and came to be revered worldwide as an 
ambassador for baseball. Schedule of events: 

• 9am: Signing ceremony with new sister city Tollo, Italy. Fullerton City 
Council Chambers. 303 W Commonwealth Ave. 

• 9:15am: Planting ceremony of an Italian olive tree (next to other sister city 
trees). Outside City Hall. 

• 10am: Press conference at Amerige Field. Mayor will present proclamation 
for Tommy Lasorda Day. 300 W Commonwealth Ave. 

• 10:30am: Screening of the National Italian American Film Forum Award-
winning Italian American Baseball Family documentary, featuring Tommy 
Lasorda.  Film director Roberto Angotti will be present. Fullerton Community 
Center. 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 

For further information please contact the City Council Office at (714) 738-6311. 

Dr. Steve McLaughlin



Limited to local 
traveling due to the 
Delta variant, 
Labor Day week-
end, I made use of 

my ten dollars by visiting the Fullerton 
Museum Center (FMC), which reopened 
two months ago. As a musician myself, 
their latest exhibit “Have Blues, Will 
Travel'' piqued my interest. But I never 
realized that besides gaining a valuable 
insight into the experience of Blues 
musicians at the height of racial discrim-
ination, I would find myself relishing an 
idyllic Sunday afternoon. 

I am not sure if the FMC has been 
repainted but the building façade looks 
vibrant and inviting. It makes a prospec-
tive visitor think that it showcases some-
thing worth checking out.  It has been 
two years since my last visit so I was 
curious to check the shop again.  Maybe 
because there were no other visitors, I 
had the chance to take in the beauty of 
the place. It is spacious with well-
appointed displays and interesting 

Do you want a 
perky dog? Do you 

want a curious, lovable pitbull mix? 
If so, Jessie’s the dog for you. Give her 

a treat and she’ll be your little shadow in 
no time. She’s easy to leash and loves 
going on casual strolls, and she is the 
perfect walking companion. Although 
she can be a little wary at first, she wants 
to be your affectionate friend in a blink 
of an eye. Jessie is 6 years-old and is 
searching for a new home, preferably a 
home with no children and other pets 
because she needs time to start new rela-
tionships. Will YOU be the one to take Jessie home? To schedule an adoption 
appointment, please call (714) 935-6848. Animal ID: A1725115 

 
LOW-COST DRIVE-THRU VACCINE  FOR DOGS AND CATS                  

 
 A vaccine clinic for your dog or cat? Woo hoo! There will be a low-cost 

Drive-thru Dog and Cat vaccine clinic hosted by the OC Animal Care on the 1st 
Thursday of every month at 1630 Victory Rd., Tustin, in the parking lot. By 
reservation only. Go to the “Clinic Services'' page at HEART4PETS.org to make 
a reservation, or call (714) 993-9193. Keep your pets safe and healthy. 

assortment of souvenirs.  It felt so relax-
ing as I fed my curiosity checking the 
novelty items. Somehow, I am begin-
ning to get the idea why moms call shop-
ping a form of therapy. 

As I moved into the exhibit room, I 
was teleported into the Jim Crow era, a 
time period that is totally strange to me.  
But, I came out of the room a bit wiser 
having learned a valuable insight that 
inspired the activist in me.  Jim Crow 
originated from the term “Jump Jim 
Crow,” which was a caricature of Black 
people. 

The exhibit showcased the way of life 
of Blues musicians  who spent their time 
traveling across the US and had to rely 
on the Green Book as a travel guide.  
These are books published to guide trav-
eling Black people, especially the Black 
Blues musicians, to the areas where 
hotels, restaurants, gas stations in the 
United States were free from possible 
harassment or discrimination. Since the 
museum provided the physical Green 
Book themselves, I was able to search 
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TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 10th grade

Fullerton Museum: 
A lovely, calming place

WHAT’S TRENDING? by Irene, 10th grade

Diversifying the narrative

FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

Pet of the week: Meet Jessie!

BOOK REVIEW by Katie, 10th grade

When We Were Infinite is a heart-
breaking, heavy read that will take you 
on a tumultuous journey, letting you 
grieve and ache for the characters but 
ultimately leaving you with a quiet yet 
profound sense of hope. This book 
tells the story of Beth, a girl who, at 
the end of it all, simply wants to be 
with her friends as long as possible 
and support them in whatever way she 
can. She has also harbored feelings for 
one of them, Jason, ever since they 
became friends. But things soon get 
complicated amid college looming in 
their near futures, the sudden discov-
ery of Jason’s violent home life, friend 
and family conflicts, and mental health 
challenges. It is a story about relation-
ships, people, and identity, all rendered 

in achingly gor-
geous prose and 
delivered with-
out holding back. 

Gilbert’s writing style is, simply put, 
beautiful. And though her words aren’t 
fancy flowery language, they’re mes-
merizing and engaging. They surround 
you with a sense of quiet devastation 
because you know what Gilbert writes 
is a reflection of real life.  When We 
Were Infinite delves into sensitive top-
ics such as mental health issues and 
racism while wringing you out and 
holding you close in the same breath. 
If you love young adult contempo-
raries tinged in sorrow and drenched 
with emotion, you’ll definitely enjoy 
what this book has to offer.

Amid the lack of inclusivity in America’s media and enter-
tainment industry, critics and netizens have highlighted and 
praised the underrepresented artist Nia DaCosta, better known 

as the first Black woman director with a film topped at #1 at the box office. In a white 
male-dominated field, DaCosta paves the way with her latest horror reboot, 
“Candyman,” featuring a majority Black cast while also addressing racial injustice. 
Opening on Aug. 27, the sequel film co-written with Jordan Peele and Win Rosenfeld, 
amassed over $22 million within just a few days of its release. This puts the movie at 
a historic point while also producing more excitement and enthusiasm for DaCosta’s 
upcoming sequel of Marvel Studios’ 2019 “Captain Marvel” film. 

 
Sources: 
•www.cnn.com/2021/08/31/entertainment/candyman-nia-dacosta/index.html 
•www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/movies/2021/08/26/candyman-how-

racism-makes-unwilling-martyrs-out-black-people/5536634001/

up the establishments in our state that 
were safe for Blacks. Nothing looked 
familiar to me though. In addition, a 
map showing the distance between 
hotels, gas stations, and restaurants are 
included in the book to help the Black 
travellers plan their trip. This rekindled 
my passion for promoting unity among 
us all, which begins in the friendship we 
offer to all regardless of race, gender, or 
religion. 

As I walked out of the museum, I real-
ized that I was supposed to pay only $5 
because I’m only 15 years old  but the 
cashier charged me $10.  Nevertheless, I  
decided to just dwell on the  valuable 
insights I gained and the visit to the sou-
venir and gift shop that had a calming 
effect on me. (FMC is open  Fri, Sat, 
Sun 12-4pm and  Thu 12-8pm)   For 
more information visit:    www.fullerton-
museum.com.

WHEN WE WERE INFINITE 
by Kelly Loy Gilbert, Young Adult Fiction  

4/5 stars
As you may 

know, some parts of the world are going 
through endless conflicts  and there are 
countries that  are constantly feuding and 
fighting. There are ongoing crises in 
Afghanistan, Israel, Palestine, Africa, and 
Asia. Nuclear weapons are being devel-
oped faster than ever. Earth is quickly 
becoming a giant warzone, which is why 
celebrating International Day of Peace on 
September 21, gives us a compelling 
motive to observe this holiday. 

This day is dedicated to promoting the 
importance of world peace to all nations, 
cultures, and religions. Especially when 
intense wars are raging, International Day 
of Peace is a reminder for us to work 
together, not against each other. 

International Day of Peace was declared 
a national holiday in 1981 by the United 
Nations General Assembly, to be celebrat-
ed on the third Tuesday of September. 
However, it wasn’t until 2001 that the 
holiday's official date was set to 
September 21. The day is not only an 
inspiration to promote world peace, but it 
also serves as a 24-hour period where 

groups involved in active fighting pause 
their wars and other battles. 

We can all contribute to mark this 
observance. Everyone, including kids, 
can help by simply spreading the word. 
You can make posters supporting world 
peace and put them up around your com-
munity or school for everyone to see. You 
can make a post on social media showing 
your support. Even just by being friendly 
towards the people around you is a great 
way to promote peace. Complimenting 
someone or giving them a simple greeting 
may inspire them to do the same. Or, if 
you feel provoked, by staying calm and 
trying to see things from  the other per-
son's point of view, is a heroic way to 
mark this observance. Even if it only 
makes a slight difference, it makes a dif-
ference.  

Sources: nationaltoday.com, cfr.org, 
internationaldayofpeace.org

LET’S REMEMBER by Mateo, 8th grade

INTERNATIONAL  
DAY OF PEACE SEPT 21
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• Every Monday 12:30pm-2:30pm: 
FREE Senior Bingo.  No Registration. 
Fullerton Community Center - Grand 
Hall.  340 W. Commonwealth Ave More 
info (714) 738-6575.   
 
• Every Monday & Wednesday 8am-
9pm: Walk & Talk. Fullerton 
Community Center, 340 W. 
Commonwealth Ave. More info (714) 
738-6575.  
•    Every Tuesday 6 - 8 pm: Dancing 
Social. $2 Fullerton Community Center, 
340 W. Commonwealth Ave. More info 
(714) 738-6575.  
 
•  Every Wednesday 9am - 11am: Line 
Dance Lessons. $3 drop-in, $20 resi-
dent/$26 nonresident Fullerton 
Community Center, 340 W. 
Commonwealth Ave. More info (714) 
738-6575.  

 
• Every Thursday 9:15am-11am: 
Reading Club. Fullerton Community 
Center, 340 W. Commonwealth Ave. 
More info (714) 738-6575.  
 
• 10am-1pm: Movie Matinee $1 
Fullerton Community Center, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. More info 714-
738-6575. MOVIES DATES: 

Friday, Sept 24 ....... Resort to Love 
You can find more classes at  

www.fullertoncommunitycenter.com 

The Answer band will play at Thursday Farmers Market on Sept. 30.

FAMILY FUN
•   Every Tuesday & Thursday 8am-

11am:  Table Tennis & Pickleball. 
Fullerton Community Center, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. More info 714-
738-6575. drop in fee $3 resident / $4 
non-resident.  
 
• Every Wednesday 8:30am-12:30pm:  
Fullerton’s Certified Farmers 
Market. Visit the Farmers Market at the 
new Community Center location to shop 
for fresh fruit, vegetables, eggs, honey, 
fish, flowers, plants, bread & more. 
Behind the Fullerton Community Center 
- 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 
 
•  Every Thursday 4pm-8pm: FREE 
Live Music at Downtown Fullerton 
Market. Shop for produce  & food by 
small vendors while enjoying live 
music. Museum Beer Garden is open 
too! Downtown Fullerton Plaza. 125 E 
Wilshire Ave 

     BAND LINE-UP: 
Sept 16 ..... Last Call OC 
Sept 23 ..... The Split 
Sept 30 ..... The Answer 
Oct 07 ..... Altar Billies

Music and Libations

Seniors Only (50+)

Virtual FunArt Shows

This seafaring adventure will take place 
on the south lawn of the Muckenthaler 
mansion, and audiences are invited to 
bring their own blankets or lawn chairs 
for a night of inventive theatre and live 
music under the moon. Tickets must be 
bought in advance through www.the-
muck.org. $20. 1201 W Malvern Ave. 
(714) 738-6595. 

7:30-9:30pm 
Tuesday, Sept 14 & Wednesday, Sept 15 
Tuesday, Sept 21 & Wednesday, Sept 22

See more calendar events www.fullertonobserver.com • Send calendar events to ads@fullertonobserver.com

THURS SEPTEMBER 16 
• 7:30-9:30pm: The Ploughboys mod-
ern and traditional music from the 
British Isles, with a dash of bluegrass, 
country, and American folk thrown in 
$30 non-member, $20 student/senior, 
$15 member. Tickets must be bought in 
advance through https://themuck.org. 
 

SAT SEPTEMBER 18 
• 7pm-10pm: The Ron Kobayashi 
Trio. The best jazz group in Orange 
County will be at Les Amis, 128 W 
Wilshire Ave.  
 

THURS SEPTEMBER 23 
• 7:30-9:30pm: Haemil Korean 
Traditional Music. $30 non-member, 
$20 student/senior, $15 member. Tickets 
must be bought in advance through 
https://themuck.org. 
 

THURS SEPTEMBER 30 
• 7:30-9:30pm: Darden. From a classic 
cover to an original tune, these Fullerton 
natives have performed to sold-out 
crowds. $30 non-member, $20 
student/senior, $15 member. Tickets 
must be bought in advance through 
https://themuck.org. 
 

SAT OCTOBER 2 
• 7pm-10pm: The Ron Kobayashi 
Trio. The best jazz group in Orange 
County will be at Les Amis, 128 W. 
Wilshire Ave.  
 

The Electric Company Theatre 
presents  

The Old Man and the Old Moon 
at the Muckenthaler

JULY 15 TO OCTOBER 7 
• 12pm-5pm:  '50 Faces'  
Monday - Friday. A showcase of con-
temporary mosaic artwork from the 
Scuola Mosaicisti del Friuli in Italy. 
Using a variety of media, these mosaic 
portraits capture the character and per-
sonality of icons of art, culture and 
music. The Muckenthaler Cultural 
Center, 1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton 
(714) 738-6595.  
 

AUGUST 25 TO SEPTEMBER 30 
• 12pm-4pm: Mercedes Dorame: 
Ancestors Leading the Stars 
Monday - Thurs. Hours differ between 
shows and are determined by the 
exhibitor. Mercedes Dorme’s art invites 
the viewer to experience the land and 
sky as Indigenous through micro con-
stellations, portals, ancestral knowledge 
and technology. Moving between instal-
lation and photography, Dorame asks 
that we remember the ground we walk 
on and its original caretakers. She also 
reminds us to look up. CSUF's Duff 
Gallery 800 N. State College Blvd, 
Fullerton. 
www.fullerton.edu/arts/art/begovich
_gallery/index.php  

 
SEPTEMBER 14 TO NOV 7 

• 10am-1pm: The Art of Survival: 
Enduring the Turmoil of Tule Lake 
Tue, Sat & Sun      
This is a traveling exhibition probing the 
complexity of Tule Lake, the Japanese 
American confinement site in Newell, 
CA. It became the only officially desig-
nated segregation center during WWII 
and was ruled under martial law. This 
location was the largest of the 10 con-
finement sites, incarcerating 120,000 
people of Japanese descent, most citi-
zens of this nation. Many of those who 
were brought in under segregation knew 
their rights had been egregiously under-
mined and were willing to stand up to 
the injustice. Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 
Associated Rd • (657) 278-3407 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 18 TO DEC 18 
• 11am-4pm: Kim Abeles: Smog 
Collectors, 1987-2020 Monday - 
Thurs & Saturday. Artist Kim Abeles is 
known for her innovative method of pro-
ducing images on various surfaces made 
solely by particulate matter from air pol-
lution. Her work examines a range of 
scientific data collected by the artist and 
its unexpected visual presentation that 
prompts the viewer to reconsider the air 
we breathe. CSUF's Begovich Gallery 
800 N. State College Blvd, Fullerton 
http://www.fullerton.edu/arts/art/beg
ovich_gallery/index.php 

Zoo Visits 
https://bronxzoo.com/virtual-zoo 
https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/live-cams 

 
Aquarium Visits 

https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/
animals/live-cams 

 
Museum Visits 

http://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-
tour 

 
Art Classes from MOMA 

https://www.moma.org/research-and-
learning/classes 

 
Skill Share 

Learn woodworking, creative writing, 
music, and more all from home. 
https://www.skillshare.com/browse/woo
dworking 

 
Cooking Made E.Z.  
with Ester Zepeda  

A step-by-step cooking show presents 
easy, healthy and delicious recipes you 
can make at home. Browse the online 
offerings at www.fullertoncommunity-
center.com/cookingmadeez/ 
Register for $9 to receive video links 
and written recipes. Seniors 60+ can 
receive materials for free. Call the 
Fullerton Community Center at 
(714)738-6575 with questions. 
 

CLASSES 
Harvard  
https://www.edx.org 
Coursera  
More than 200 leading universities and 
companies to bring flexible online 
learning. 
https://www.coursera.org/collections/fr
ee-online-courses-finish-in-a-day

Fullerton Police Department 
BIKE-ALONG 

Friday, Sept 24, Start time 8am 
Join the Fullerton Police Department 
Bike Team for a ride around the 
Fullerton Loop.  
Starting point - 1275 N. Berkeley Ave. 
(Court House-lower lot) 
For more information contact 
PDSocialMediaTeam@fullertonpd.org 
 

Fullerton Arboretum $5 
The Arboretum is a fun, free place for 
all to learn about wildlife conservation 
and research. 26 acers of nature scapes. 
Wednesday - Monday, 9am-4pm. 
 

WALK & TALK 
7 am every Sunday meet behind Ralph’s 
Market near trail. 
 
• Sunday 7:30am-8:30am: FREE 
Zumba Classes at Hillcrest Park. 
Donations welcome. 1200 N. Harbor 
Blvd.

OUTDOORS
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‘Bright Star’  
at Stage Door 

Repertory Theatre  

by Angela Hatcher 

“You never know what life will 
bring, only what you bring to 

life.”—Bright Star 

Celebrating its 10th anniversary, Stage 
Door Repertory Theatre illuminates the 
stage with the brilliance of Steve Martin 
and Edie Brickell’s “Bright Star,” a gen-
tle Southern-fried musical that was 
inspired by a true story that occurred in 
1902. While the tale begins with Alice 
Murphy’s (Vanessa Cedeno) life’s jour-
ney through different eras, “Bright Star” 
could very well have been secretly com-
posed by the Bard, himself, as Martin’s 
story is unapologetically sentimental, 
tragic, earnest, but still impish without 
being corny or trite in a world filled with 
unexpected endings and unpredictabili-
ty.  

As “Bright Star” unfolds, it is the dis-
tinctiveness of the soft warming sounds 
of folk and downhome Bluegrass music 
that fills the theater. With its fiddles, 
mandolins, guitars, and banjos echoing 
the rhythm and mood of each event as it 
unfolds, the soft breezes of the South’s 
unique-sounding musical roots touch the 
audience with sweet refrain and an 
unhurried splendor. Alice is an uncom-
promising big time editor who takes 
young inexperienced writer, Billy Cane 
(Brian Wiegel) under her wing. Little do 
they know that they have more in com-
mon than their love of the written word. 

As the show flashes back two decades 
to Alice’s early years, it is Jimmy Ray 
Dobbs (Derek Mitchell) who appears to 
be her one true love. But Jimmy Ray’s 
stern father, the town’s Mayor Joshua 
Dobbs (Bruce McCoy), steps in and 
changes the course of their lives.  

Under the fine direction of Nick 
Charles, SDRT’s production offers 
strong performances by an exceptional 
cast, and the standouts are  

Vanessa Cedeno as Alice,  
Brian Wiegel as Billy,  
Robin Walton as Daddy Cane,  
Lindsey Eubanks as Margo,  
Evan Fredericks as Max,  
Rebecca Thomas as Lucy,  
Derek Mitchell as Jimmy Ray,  
Richard Comeau as Daddy Murphy, 
Sherry Domerego as Mama Murphy, 
Bruce McCoy as Mayor Josiah Dobbs, 
Shawn Pluckett as Daryl,  
Grace Melody Juell as Florence, and 
Jordan Ward as Edna.  
Cedeno moves effortlessly between 

plucky young Alice to her more mature 
self in later years, and Weigel nails 
Billy’s honest naivety and unabridged 
ambition. Mitchell commands attention 
whenever he is present and he sings with 
pure abandonment as he gives hope and 
his heart to his character, Jimmy Ray. 
Thomas relinquishes herself to Lucy as 
she demonstrates her comedic chops and 

her dancing skills making it easy to see 
why she encapsulates the role.  

Julie Charles’ period costumes are 
unpretentious, quietly earthy, and 
impeccably appropriate for the times. 
Nick Charles’ idyllic set design is simple 
but exceptionally unique. The main fea-
ture is a well-designed wooden structure 
that serves multiple functions and is 
moved around by the actors themselves 
as the building becomes a cabin, a 
porch, a rustic backdrop, or whatever it 
needs to be and where it needs to be dur-
ing the scenes.  

The energy onstage is incomparable, 
and the numbers that resonate the most 
are Alice and the Ensemble singing 
“Way Back in the Day,” the title song, 
“Bright Star,” “Ashville,” sung by 
Margo and the Ensemble, “Please Don’t 
Take Him,” and Jimmy Ray’s 
“Heartbreaker.”   

Director: Nick Charles;  
Musical Director: Rick Heckman; 
Choreographer: Casey Garritano;  
Dance Captain: Jordan Ward;  
Set Design: Nick Charles;  
Lighting Design: Miranda Carpenter. 
For a musical that’s jampacked with 

some of the darkest of times and some of 
the stage’s greatest highlights, “Bright 
Star” lights up the night and makes for a 
wonderfully enlightening evening of 
theater.  

Stage Door Repertory Theatre 
1045 N. Armando Street Suite B, 

Anaheim Hills, CA 92806  
(714) 630-7378  

www.stagedoorrep.org  
Runs through September 25

PHOTOS BY AMY GETTYS

HITS  
&   
MISSES  

by Joyce Mason © 2021

Aretha Franklin, the Queen of Soul, 
sensing that someday a biopic might be 
made about her, expressed a choice for 
Jennifer Hudson to play her tumultuous 
life. Hudson feels that Franklin might 
have seen in her both acting ability (an 
Oscar for “Dreamgirls “ in 2008) and 
the voice to portray the iconic singer. 
Audiences today will probably agree 
with Franklin’s choice. 

Following the tropes of many biopics, 
director Liesl Tommy and screenwriter 
Tracy Scott Wilson begin in Ree’s (the 
family nickname) childhood, both privi-
leged and troubled. The fourth in a fam-
ily of girls, Ree’s talent shines through 
by age ten. Her father, the Reverend 
C.L. Franklin (Forest Whitaker), pastor 
of the largest Black church in Detroit 
and friends with luminaries such as 
Martin Luther King, Ella Fitzgerald and 
Mahalia Jackson, proudly shows off his 
daughter’s talent. But the Reverend is 
controlling and overbearing, and young 
Ree (played by Skye Dakota Turner) 
chafes as he wakens her during her 
night’s sleep so that she can perform for 
his friends. 

The family’s housekeeper cares for 
the home and the children since their 
mother (Audra MacDonald) has left 
their father to pursue a musical career 
and to escape her husband’s unyielding 
behavior. Ree finds comfort in visiting 
her mother, who warns her to avoid 
allowing her father to exploit her talent 
because that belongs to God.  It was 
advice that a growing Aretha never for-
got. 

As a young adult, Aretha, whose voice 
has grown in range, volume, and tone, 
signs a contract with producer John 
Hammond at Columbia Records.  She 
also meets and marries Ted White 
(Marlon Wayans), a charismatic man 
who proves to be as controlling and 
tyrannical as her father. He sees himself 
as managing her to stardom. But after 
cutting ten records with Columbia, 
Aretha’s career slows down, and no new 
venues are opening up for her. 
Ironically, her prodigious talent has 
enabled her to sing almost any song 
well, but she lacks a vocal identity. 

So, she switches to Atlantic Records 
and works with producer Jerry Wexler 
(Marc Maron), who has her sing with a 
little-known band of white musicians in 

Muscle Shoals, Alabama. It is with them 
that Aretha finds both vocal and person-
al strength, creating world-wide fame 
with her recording of Carole King’s 
“(You Make Me Feel like a) Natural 
Woman.” Wexler convinces her to go on 
a worldwide tour to expand on her 
growing fame.  As she becomes increas-
ingly successful, Ted grows more abu-
sive, but now Aretha has found the 
strength to leave him after nine years of 
an unhappy marriage. 

As her fame grows, Aretha becomes 
increasingly involved in the politics of 
the Civil Rights movement. She march-
es with Martin Luther King and per-
forms at his rallies, eventually honoring 
him with her voice at his funeral. She 
speaks up on behalf of the controversial 
Angela Davis even after Davis is arrest-
ed. But “demons” plague Aretha as her 
success and fame grow, and she strug-
gles to avoid falling too deeply into the 
trap of drugs and drinking. 

By 1972, Aretha, recalling her now 
deceased mother’s advice, insists on 
making an album of gospel music.  
“Amazing Grace,” a compilation of 
spirituals, exceeds all her former record-
ing successes, crowning her already 
iconic career.  It took 50 years for the 
documentary filmed in a church in Los 
Angeles during the recording of this 
album to be available for viewing. 

As the credits roll, movie goers are 
treated to scenes of the real Aretha 
Franklin performing “Natural Woman” 
at the Kennedy Center to the enthusias-
tic applause of an audience that includes 
Michelle and Barack Obama.

353 W Commonwealth Ave. Fullerton

RESPECT:  Two Hits

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.
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Community Lawn Concerts: 
Listening to “Lawn Jazz” 

With the Dixiedelics 

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2021

“It was a few months into the pandem-
ic and all our regular music gigs had 
dried up,” said Dave Kraus, a member of 
the Dixiedelics, a group of professional 
musicians who play traditional New 
Orleans style Jazz every other Sunday 
on North Richman Avenue in Fullerton. 
“I was longing to be with friends and to 
play music again. When I saw Aimee 
(Aul) and Christina (Garner) playing 
folk music on Christina’s lawn, I knew 
what I wanted to do. To my great sur-
prise, the other musicians were more 
than willing to perform without being 
paid for their services.” The Dixiedelics 
(also known as the Delics) have been 
playing together professionally for years 
at various locations, including Bourbon 
Street restaurant and Steamers Jazz Club 
in downtown Fullerton. However, when 
the pandemic hit, they had to find a new 
way to perform music again. The 
Dixiedelics began their lawn concerts 
after Covid shutdowns ended opportuni-
ties to play or hear live music. 

For Dave and Steve Kraus, their inter-
est in music started at a young age, as 
their parents encouraged it. They played 
music together growing up. When their 
oldest sibling joined the school band, 
they loved it and everyone in their fam-
ily followed suit. During the early part 
of the pandemic, the Krauses even col-
laborated on a few “a cappella” record-
ing projects. “It was fun, but not the 
same as playing together. Other musi-
cians felt the same way so we started 
doing free front yard concerts,” said 
Steve via email. “I think Dave suggested 
it, as there were some examples in his 
neighborhood that indicated people 
were yearning for live music. We all so 

missed playing together, and the pan-
demic induced isolation increased the 
sense of loss. At the same time, we real-
ized that people in general were yearn-
ing for live entertainment and the spirit 
of community that comes with it.”  

According to their web-
site, while the Dixiedelics 
are relative newcomers to 
the traditional jazz scene, 
their roots date back 
decades. Near the begin-
ning of the 1980’s, 
Fullerton College initiat-
ed, as part of their jazz 
studies program, a tradi-
tional jazz class that fea-
tured a fledgling band 
named the Lemon Street 
Stompers. “Music educa-
tor Richard Cruz devel-
oped the program and, 
under his mentorship, the 
Stompers achieved con-
sistent recognition as one 
of the best college ‘tradi-
tional’ bands in the country. More 
importantly, the band members were 
imbued with a deep and lasting appreci-
ation of early jazz. This is where the 
Dixiedelics began.” 

Today, the players are professional 
musicians, who pre-pandemic per-
formed many different styles of music at 
various ensembles throughout Southern 
California. However, they still enjoy 
coming together regularly as “the 
Delics.” The instrumentation of the 
Dixiedelics is typical of New Orleans 
style early jazz bands from the 1920’s. 
Steve Kraus plays the cornet, Dave 
Kraus plays the saxophone and clarinet, 

Martha Catlin plays the trombone, Tim 
Catlin plays the washboard and drums, 
Bob Aul plays the tuba and string bass, 
and John Kraus plays the banjo and gui-
tar. 

The jazz band likes to say that their 
music is “grounded in the classics of 
King Oliver, Louis Armstrong, Bix 
Beiderbecke, Kid Ory and other early 
greats, but also occasionally veers out to 
include anything from the Beatles, the 
Rolling Stones, and even the Grateful 
Dead.” The Delics’ constantly expand-
ing repertoire consists largely of songs 
that were written in the early part of the 
20th century, but also includes more 
contemporary songs converted to fit the 
traditional jazz style. 

“At first, I wasn’t sure 
if our neighborhood 
would appreciate a bunch 
of noise on a quiet 
Sunday afternoon,” said 
Dave. “However, we were 
greeted with smiles and 
applause, and a few 
weeks ago I counted over 
50 people taking time to 
listen. We’ve been play-
ing every other Sunday 
for over a year now. 
Every time is a real high 
point for me.” Steve 
agreed, saying that the 
only planning they did 
was finding a day when 
all their members were 

available. After the first time playing 
what they like to call “lawn Jazz,” they 
were hooked. 

The music of the Dixiedelics is based 
largely on improvisation and, as such, 
no two performances are the same. In 
other words, they don’t rehearse. The 
individual musicians practice to keep 
their skills up, but in Covid times, they 
just get together for lawn jazz every two 
weeks, or for other gigs that are starting 
to happen as places open up. “We usual-
ly play 15 or so songs that vary each 
concert,” explained Steve. “We repeat 
some of our favorites and fan favorites 
each time. We don’t really rehearse, and 

we don’t usually use sheet music for 
these concerts, but we have memorized 
many, many songs from the Dixieland 
repertoire. One great thing about the 
style is that if two players know a song, 
the rest of us can join in and contribute 
by ear.” 

Dave Kraus puts up a sign in his yard 
a few days before their lawn jazz per-
formances when he’s fairly certain the 
musicians are coming. Sometimes, the 
musicians involved vary a little, but it is 
primarily a family affair. “If not for the 
pandemic, these concerts probably 
would never have started,” said Steve. “I 
think the pandemic has helped many of 
us focus on and identity what is really 
important. The opportunities we have 
had this year to play music together 
have been especially enjoyable.”  

Driving up North Richman Avenue on 
a Sunday evening in late August, I heard 
the sounds of New Orleans style jazz 
coming through my car window. 
Parking and walking, I saw people sit-
ting in red chairs, socially distanced on 
Dave’s front lawn. A small whiteboard 
placed on the lawn advertised the 
Dixiedelics’ jazz concert with the 
words, “Live Jazz 6:00 to 8pm.” There 
was a smaller rectangular sticker on the 
sign with the Dixiedelics band logo. 
Instruments in hand, the Delics began to 
play, as the sun slowly sank in the sky. 
Later in the evening, people began to 
show up with their own chairs, setting 
up either on the sidewalk in front of the 
house or across the street. Children 
danced. Some people brought refresh-
ments and dinners to eat while they lis-
tened to sounds of jazz. 

“Who knows when we will stop play-
ing on my lawn or when the gigs will 
come back,” said Dave. “In the mean-
time, I treasure every note of truly con-
necting with others.” The next 
Dixiedelics concert will be happening 
on Sunday, September 19th. They’ll be 
playing lawn jazz every two weeks after 
that on North Richman Avenue until it 
gets cold. For further information, con-
tact Steven Kraus at 
stevenrkraus@gmail.com. 

The Dixiedelics are a group of professional musicians who play traditional New Orleans style Jazz every other Sunday on North Richman Avenue in Fullerton. 

  
 

“We realized  
that people in  
general were  
yearning for  

live entertainment 
and the spirit  
of community  

that comes  
with it.”
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Hidden Treasures in Fullerton

by Joyce Mason 
 
Did you know that California 

appeared as an island on maps drawn 
from the journeys of early explorers?  
Thirteen maps dating from 1587 to 1761 
show this startling misconception and 
can be found in the Pollak Library at Cal 
State Fullerton, all of them part of the 
Roy V. Boswell Collections for the 
History of Cartography. One of these 
maps even depicts California as a penin-
sula. 

Boswell, working with Cal State 
Fullerton’s founding librar-
ian Ernest Toy, developed a 
collection of 562 maps of 
Mexico, Canada, and 
United States from their 
earliest beginnings until the 
19th century. In addition to 
the Western Hemisphere 
maps, there are 359 maps 
of Europe through the cen-
turies showing the fluidity 
of political boundaries and 
the growth of city-states; 
129 of Asia; and 145 maps 
of the entire world as 
depicted through 400 years 
of exploration. 

Not only do these antique 
maps have historical value, but the art-
work surrounding the edges of early 
maps depicting mythical and imaginary 
sea creatures add charm, amusement, 
and wonder for today’s viewers. 
Through the generosity of Cal State’s 
first community support group, Patrons 
of the Library, Boswell’s collection 
grew in size and found its on-campus 
home in 1971. It remains the finest car-
tography collection in the Cal State 
University’s system. 

Another treasure found in the Pollak 
Library’s Special Collections emanates 
from another century. In the mid-twenti-
eth century as science fiction grew in 

popularity and status, Emeritus profes-
sor Willis McNelly created a course for 
the study of this literary genre.  In doing 
so, he forged friendships with such 
luminaries as Ray Bradbury, Frank 
Herbert, and Philip K. Dick.  The Pollak 
Library has typescripts of the first and 
second revisions of Bradbury’s 
Fahrenheit 451, and it has one of the 
largest collections of typescripts, notes 
and revisions of P.K. Dick’s work that 
can be found in any university library. 

Herbert’s Dune, to be released as a 
film this fall, was published in 1965 and 

broke new ground as the 
first science fiction novel to 
become a best seller.  Also 
prescient in his subject 
matter, Herbert brought 
attention to the importance 
of ecological concerns in 
our lives. Because of his 
friendship with Professor 
McNelly, Herbert came to 
the CSUF campus in 1970, 
visiting and lecturing in 
classes.  He subsequently 
donated working papers, 
drafts, and typescripts for 
Dune and its sequels in var-
ious stages of production to 
the library’s growing sci-

ence fiction collection.  Currently, visi-
tors to the third floor of the Pollak 
Library can view the artwork of Art 
Professor Cliff Cramp’s students as they 
interpret material from the novel Dune. 

Special Collections Librarian Patrisia 
Prestinary tells us that the Science 
Fiction Collection also contains scripts 
of the original 1966-69 “Star Trek” TV 
series. She says that researchers from 
around the world visit the science fiction 
collection in the Pollak Library for its 
unique holdings. 

Staying within the 20th century and 
moving into the 21st century, the 
Freedom Center within Special 

Collections contains material from dif-
ferent political perspectives reflecting 
divergent views from the “far right” and 
the “far left.” From the John Birch 
Society to Angela Davis, articles appear 
in newspapers, campaign materials, 
newsletters, books, pamphlets, videos, 
flyers, and posters depicting liberal and 
conservative viewpoints. Also, some 
items have a more historical interest, 
especially the Cameron Stewart 
Collection about the Lincoln Brigade 
during the Spanish Civil War. 

If fly-fishing is your interest, the 
Kerridge Angling Collection not only 
contains volumes with printed instruc-
tions, but it has bound books that contain 
actual lures made by sports fishermen 
and protected with three-dimensional 
plastic coverings. Viewers can see first-
hand the real materials that were found 
in natural settings and tied with delicacy 
and imagination. 

From fishing to theater, the Pollak 
Library was the lucky recipient of the-
atrical materials donated by the former 
Director of the Pasadena Playhouse, 
Fairfax Proudfit Walkup.  A friend of our 
own Dr. James Young, chair of the 
CSUF drama Department, Walkup was 

happy to donate her more-than 2000 vol-
umes of theater history containing 
detailed pictures of costumes through 
the centuries and 600 dolls dressed in 
costumes representing characters in 
famous plays. 

The Local History section of the 
Pollak Library’s Special Collections 
contains books, photographs, maps, cor-
respondence, posters and pamphlets 
about the Japanese-American intern-
ment camps in California as well as the 
growth of the citrus industry. 

To view first-hand any of these collec-
tions, Fullerton residents can visit 
www.library.fullerton.edu/services/spe-
cial-collections.php for contact informa-
tion and hours.  

If you are interested in becoming more 
active in your support of Special 
Collections, you can contribute by join-
ing Patrons of the Library at Cal State 
Fullerton, who have helped acquire and 
maintain many of the not-so-hidden 
treasures on the third floor of the Pollak 
Library. To join Patrons, visit 
www.library.fullerton.edu/ and select the 
Patrons logo. You will be given a choice. 
You can apply online or apply by mail.

Exploring the CSUF Library’s Special Collections

  
 
Frank Herbert 

donated working 
papers, drafts, 
and typescripts 

for Dune and its 
sequels  to the 

library’s growing 
science fiction 

collection.

Special Collections Librarian Patrisia Prestinary. PHOTOS BY JESSE LA TOUR
Map from the Boswell collection showing California as an island.

Community Forest 
Management Plan 
Workshop Series

What: “How to plant a Tree & 
Young/Mature Tree Care” Hosted by 
the City and West Coast Arborists. 
Why: Your opinion matters. 
Participate to learn more & help 
define the future of Fullerton’s urban 
forest. 
When: Thurs, Sept. 23 6-7:30pm. 
Where: Fullerton Arboretum:  
1900 Associated Road. 
Questions: Roger Cardenas,  
Tree Service Inspector:  
roger.cardenas@cityoffullerton.com 
(714) 738-5363 

A Special Thank you to our 
summer intern for all his 

work on the August calendar.  
Thank you  

Gabe Lopez!



Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed mainly by local volunteers who 
create, publish, and distribute the paper 
throughout our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one- 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
 

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  
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HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
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www.fullertonobserver.com 
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2021

When the Martians came, I thought 
they’d bring salvation from the sky. I 
thought it wouldn’t make any difference 
if their intentions were malign or 
benign. Just their arrival would bring us 
together. They would unite our broken 
world, and we’d get together either in 
defiance, if they wished us ill, or in wel-
come to prove our worthiness to belong 
to an association of advanced beings. 
Either way, we’d stand together as one 
humanity, either as foes 
or hosts. 

The source of my opti-
mism was one of my 
textbooks from when I 
did my graduate work on 
military strategy. The 
International Law text 
had in its foreword that 
we need international 
law to keep order unless 
the Martians would 
come and force us to 
cooperate in defending 
ourselves. It’s interest-
ing to note that during 
the Cold War, we 
assumed on the hostility 
of the Martians. Coming 
from “The Red Planet,” this seemed a 
natural premise—they were a subliminal 
stand-in for the USSR. 

Today, we might entertain another 
ancient archetype. We might long for 
hope and rescue from the skies. The 
Martians could be our salvation and 
teach us to act civilized. 

So, when the Martians finally came, I 
didn’t recognize them instantly as the 
long-anticipated visitors from space. 
Their presence was not immediately 
obvious. They didn’t land in Times 
Square or in front of the White House. 
Nor was it in a swamp or bayou, where 
they seemed so often to have been 
encountered. 

From where-ever they originated, my 
Martians arrived in the form of COVID-
19. Its mindless intent (not an oxy-
moron) was to do us ill, to penetrate our 
defenses, and linger long enough for us 
to do its bidding and take it on a journey 
around the world. 

Unlike Ebola that kills the host quick-
ly, usually too quickly to get to the air-
port, COVID-19 and its mutations are 
good and patient travelers. They lay hid-
den, not creating dramatic symptoms or 

killing us quickly. Many times, they 
don’t even make us very sick. That’s 
their genius. We unknowingly take them 
on our journeys. They don’t respect our 
borders or customs restrictions. They 
board our planes, get off with us and 
then explore and exploit the next cities 
and nations. For organisms without 
brains, they’re pretty smart, by which I 
mean adaptive. 

Whether from a “wet market” or a lab 
in Wuhan, or from some 
other source, their pres-
ence and power revealed 
itself over some months 
as they travelled the 
globe. Nation after nation 
denied the arrival and the 
reality. Some claimed 
immunity, others simply 
claimed it wasn’t real—
no invasion and therefore 
no threat. It was a rumor, 
a hoax, a trick. As 
Charles Baudelaire 
wrote, “The greatest trick 
the Devil ever pulled was 
convincing the world that 
he didn’t exist.” (“La 
plus belle des ruses du 

diable est de vous persuader qu'il n'ex-
iste pas.") 

Many people, even as they died, pro-
claimed the virus to be a hoax. Some 
ignorance is, indeed, as Catholic doc-
trine holds, invincible. 

Instead of uniting against a world-
wide threat and common foe, we squab-
ble and fight. I truly do not understand. 
This is a clear and present danger. 
Maybe for some, the globe is warming 
too slowly to provoke understanding or 
action. Perhaps the population growth 
explosion doesn’t seem so bad. Perhaps 
our societal problems are deniable—par-
ticularly if you’re a middle-class white 
male. You might feel untouched and 
untouchable by racism, sexism, reli-
gious discrimination, and even from 
war. 

Yet, as of today, approximately 
648,000 Americans have died from 
COVID. The world-wide number is 
about 4.5 million of our fellow earth-
dwelling human beings. 

How is it that this is political? Is there 
a pro-death movement I’m not familiar 
with? How is it that for political reasons 
human beings (politicians are, at least in 

When the Martians Came

theory, human beings) can be calling 
exposure and vulnerability to COVID 
“freedom?” How is it that with all the 
mandatory vaccines we take just to get 
into Kindergarten in California (Polio, 
Diphtheria, Tetanus, and Pertussis 
(DTaP), Haemophilus influenzae type b, 
Measles, Mumps, and Rubella, Hepatitis 
B, Varicella-Chickenpox) only the 
COVID vaccine is a bridge too far that 
erodes the freedom of our children to get 
sick and perhaps die? 

How can Texas fight the vaccine and 
even masks while promoting the univer-
sal freedom of gun owners to openly 
carry guns? They’re apparently against a 
COVID shot but a gunshot is different. 
Truly, I don’t understand. 

All of this is why I’m feeling border-
line despair. The Martians came, and we 
fought each other and not our common 
foe. The Martians didn’t save us. They 
didn’t bring us together. 

Obviously, I’m using Martians as a 
metaphor, but were real Martians to 
arrive in peace or to invade, would we 
act any differently? Would we come 
together to meet them and learn their 
wisdom or come together to battle the 
invasion? Or would we divide into pro-
Martian and anti-Martian factions and 
fight each other? 

Alas, the slender reed of hope for res-
cue posited in my International Law 
text, Swords into Plowshares, is gone. 
The title is from the Bible, “They shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks...and 
study war no more.” Isaiah (2:3-4) 

A lovely prophetic vision clearly unre-
alized. We perversely beat our pruning 
hooks into spears and our plowshares 
into swords and continue to both study 
and perpetrate wars—against each other, 
reason, science, our world, and our-
selves. Hope of rescue or fear of threat 
from actual Martians? They’re probably 
staying away from fear of us.

  
The Martians  
came, and we  

fought each other 
and not our  
common foe.  
The Martians  
didn’t save us.  

They didn’t bring  
us together.
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To Dobrer on Trump
Jon Dobrer should stop writing any 

columns regarding former President 
Trump as his intense dislike for him pre-
vents him from writing in a reasoned 
and logical manner. He instead writes 
columns based on his intense disliking 
of former President Donald Trump. He 
should instead be writing about the men-
tal decline of President Biden. The cover 
up is now a joke. 

Roberta Keyzers, Fullerton

Dear Roberta, 
Thank you for your letter and critique. 

Truly, I appreciate that you, and other 
critics, take the time to read me, then 
think about it and finally take the trou-
ble to write. We may think, reason, and 
feel differently, but we are not enemies. 

My adversary is not the one who dis-
agrees with me but the person who 
doesn’t care about our city, our state, our 
nation, or our world. You are engaged in 
a caring way and I honor that. 

It is, however, true that I harbor a dis-
like of Trump, the man, and find him 
deeply flawed, which is not to say that I 
disagree with all of his policies. I don’t 
think my opinion of him should prevent 
me, or you, from expressing our opin-
ions. If you love him, should you 
abstain from writing? No! 

A thoughtful and respectful dialogue 
is good for all of us. So, again, thank 
you. 

Jonathan

Broken Sprinklers?
We’ll Find Them & Fix Them

(714) 773-4865
Serving North Orange County Since 1979

Lawn & Garden Sprinkler Systems
REPAIR • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

No Job Too Small –
From Sprinkler Head to Entire System

Sprinklers • Valves • Timers & Settings
Trouble Shooting • Emergency Shut-off Valves

3730 W. Commonwealth
Across from Fullerton Airport

www.PacificCoastLandscaping.com
Contractor’s Lic. #C27HIC749708

David F. Nelson



Page 13  FULLERTON OBSERVER  MID SEPTEMBER  2021COMMUNITY VOICES
More Nuclear Is  

No Solution to Climate Crisis
by Sarah Mosko   

  
If you live in Orange or San Diego 

County, hopefully you’re aware that San 
Onofre Nuclear Generating Station 
(SONGS) has been turned into a nuclear 
waste dump for the foreseeable future. If 
you live on planet earth, you’re wise to 
be tracking domestic and foreign moves 
to increase reliance on nuclear energy. 

The United States ushered in the 
atomic age in 1945 by dropping a urani-
um bomb on Hiroshima 
and a plutonium bomb 
on Nagasaki. We now 
have 3.6 million 
pounds of these and 
other lethal radioactive 
elements sitting on the 
beach at SONGS in 
temporary canisters, 
scheduled to remain 
there indefinitely. 

No one has figured 
out how to safely dis-
pose of deadly nuclear 
waste. Yet, to combat 
the climate crisis, the 
United States and the world propose to 
create more of it by extending the life of 
existing nuclear power plants and build-
ing new ones. Has the world learned 
nothing from the catastrophes of Three 
Mile Island, Chernobyl, and 
Fukushima? 

Since SONGS closed down in 2013, 
controversy has swirled around the dry 
waste storage systems selected by the 
plant’s operator, Southern California 
Edison (SCE). 

As is true of all U.S.’s nuclear plants, 
SONGS wasn’t designed for nuclear 
waste storage after decommissioning. 
The Nuclear Waste Act of 1982 mandat-
ed construction of a deep geological 
repository to store the nation’s spent fuel 
for the hundreds of thousands of years it 

remains deadly. However, as hopes for a 
repository at Nevada’s Yucca Mountain 
collapsed out of concern about ground-
water contamination, talk turned to cre-
ating “interim” storage sites in Texas 
and New Mexico, though those states 
are balking at the prospect too. 

The current reality, as stated by the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC), is that a repository might never 
materialize, saddling nuclear plants with 
storing spent fuel onsite indefinitely. 

As of last August, all 
SONGS’s spent fuel was 
transferred into 123 dry 
storage canisters, each 
with the potential to 
release as much highly 
radioactive Cesium-137 as 
was released during the 
1986 Chernobyl disaster. 

SONGS’s canisters are 
thin-walled (5/8 inch) 
stainless steel and suscep-
tible to “stress corrosion 
cracking” in a marine 
environment. They 
weren’t designed for safe 

maintenance, inspection, storage, or 
transport. 

The potential consequences of cracks 
are far worse than small radiation releas-
es into the atmosphere: Canisters are 
filled with helium expressly to limit cor-
rosion and prevent explosions triggered 
by air or water getting inside. 

Contrast this with thick-walled (10-19 
inches) casks used in most countries that 
aren’t susceptible to stress corrosion 
cracking and are designed for mainte-
nance, inspection, storage, and trans-
port. 

As a waste storage location, SONGS 
is highly risky. Situated along the shore-
line and in an earthquake zone, it’s vul-
nerable to destructive seismic land shifts 
and tsunamis. Photographs show waves 

already splashing near the top of its sea-
wall at high tides. 

If the cooling air vents that surround 
the canisters become blocked by sand, 
water, salt, or other debris, clearing the 
vents quickly might be impossible. Air 
cooling could cease, and even Holtec 
[the company that designed the cannis-
ters] admits that within a few days the 
temperatures could exceed 1000°F, near 
the maximum temperature the canisters 
can withstand. 

Also disturbing is the canisters’ vul-
nerability to terrorist attack, as they’re 
stored in the wide open and easy targets. 

Pleas from nuclear safety advocates to 
transfer the radioactive waste into safer 
thick casks have been rebuffed by both 
SCE and the NRC. 

U.S.’s nuclear reactors were originally 
licensed for 25 to 40 years of operation. 
NRC has granted operating extensions 
up to 60 years to several dozen reactors, 
raising concerns about worn-out compo-
nents and outdated operating systems. 

Kalene Walker is a concerned Orange 
County resident who researches the 
nuclear waste storage problem. In 
response to her inquiry asking if there 
are critical parts of reactors that can’t 
ever be inspected, Dr. Allen Hiser 
(NRC’s Senior Technical Advisor for 
License Renewal Aging Management) 

admitted that some components can’t be 
inspected because of inaccessibility or 
high radiation hazard. 

Though Hiser suggests inferring the 
condition of uninspectable components 
by sampling similar inspectable parts, 
this cannot eliminate risks when no one 
can know when uninspectable compo-
nents might fail. 

Nuclear energy is neither renewable 
nor sustainable, and it costs more now 
than solar or wind energy. 

With the nuclear waste problem com-
pletely unsolved, it’s appalling that 50 
new nuclear reactors are under construc-
tion globally. In the U.S., 24 applica-
tions to build new reactors have been 
submitted since 2007. 

Creating more U.S. nuclear plants and 
deadly waste is insane when we can’t 
guarantee the safety of either existing 
aging plants or the 80,000+ metric tons 
of spent fuel already generated. The 
argument that nuclear is needed to 
address global warming reflects the 
same foolhardy mindset – ignoring 
adverse long-term impacts for short-
term gains – that created the climate cri-
sis in the first place. 

We mustn’t kick the radioactive 
nuclear waste can down the road any 
longer. It’s time to tackle the problem 
head-on. 

 
HOW  TO  

VOICE  YOUR 
OPINION  

 
The Community Opinion 

pages provide a free forum for 
the community.  The Observer 
welcomes letters on any subject 
of interest. Opinions are those 
of the writer.  We must verify 
your identity, but we allow ini-
tials only and town to be printed 
if desired, or anonymous in 
print if a reasonable case can be 
made as to why that is neces-
sary. Opinions sent to us with-
out name, address and phone 
number will not be printed. Due 
to space issues shorter letters 
have a better chance of getting 
in. Please add your contact 
information so we can verify. 
Thanks!  

contact@fullertonob-
server.com  
or mail to:  

Fullerton Observer,   
PO Box 7051, Fullerton 

CA 92834

San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station (SONGS) has been turned into a nuclear 
waste dump for the foreseeable future. PHOTO FROM WWW.SONGSCOMMUNITY.COM.

Correction
Thank you so much for printing my 

letter to the Fullerton Council in the 
Early September issue.  However, there 
is an error in the summary title to my let-
ter.  The actual title was, “Response to 
no vote denying exclusive negotiated 
agreement.” The published title added 
“for supportive housing,” which is 
incorrect.  The agreement would have 
been for affordable housing.  That one 
word changes the whole meaning of my 

letter and gives support to those who 
were arguing against Pathways of Hope 
who they say was being deceptive with 
affordable housing as a bait and switch 
for supportive housing which it was not.  
Any correction you can make, if possi-
ble, is appreciated. 

Diane, Fullerton 
 
ED: Apologies for that  error, Diane.  

Thank you for your thoughtful letters.

Entry Inhibited  
at Vista Sites

Why has the City essentially blocked 
all vehicle access to the foot-path acces-
sible at Skyline/Ladera Vista, with huge 
borders, 100s of stanchions, and dozens 
of No Parking/Tow Away signs?  Why 
create multiple Vista Sites and then 
inhibit entry?  Now its even more diffi-
cult to bike ride and walk the area.  The 
funds for this project would have been 
better used to repair our deteriorating 
asphalt. Suspicious. 

Garrett Capune, Fullerton
I am devastated by the news coming 

from Texas, ending women’s right to 
choice for an abortion, and supporting a 
vigilante process to uphold their new 
law.  Worse yet, is the SCOTUS support 
for this draconian measure.  As a coun-
try, we are one step closer to ending 
reproductive rights for all women. 

The decimation of Roe vs. Wade 
would not end abortion in our country; it 
would only make it more dangerous for 
half the population.  The results of ille-
gal or improperly administered abor-
tions will result in death of women, 
severe illness/ infection and disfigure-
ment of women, and for those children 
born after a failed abortion, a lifetime of 
disability, mental impairment, physical 
disability, and likely being a public 
charge. The cost to our society from 
these preventable tragedies would be 
enormous. But, women’s health care is 
much more than abortion.  Women’s 

health care clinics also provide life sav-
ing cancer screenings such as mammog-
raphy and pap smears. They provide 
counseling and services for birth con-
trol.  They provide treatment for sexual-
ly transmitted diseases such as AIDS 
and syphilis.  And, of course, prenatal 
care for women who are pregnant.  For 
women of limited economic resources, 
these services are truly life-saving. 
Having equitable reproductive health 
care services for all women, I believe, is 
a human right. 

For these reasons, and many more, I 
stand in support of S1975/ HR 3755, the 
Women’s Health Protection Act.  
Passage of this bill will save the lives of 
countless women across the country.  
We must remain on the right side of his-
tory. We must protect reproductive 
rights for women. 

Deborah Langenbacher, PhD 
Fullerton 

On the New Abortion Law in Texas

Anyone who suspects they have 
received a phishing attempt from 
an IRS-related correspondence is 
asked to forward the message to 
phishing@irs.gov. 
 
Individuals who believe they are 
the victim of fraud or theft as it 
relates to their economic impact 
payment should report the incident 
to the Treasury Inspector General 
for Tax Administration, which can 
be done online at  
TIPS.TIGTA.GOV.

  
Pleas from nuclear 

safety advocates  
to transfer the 

radioactive waste  
into safer thick  
casks have been 
rebuffed by both  

SCE and the NRC.

SCAM 
ALERT



Hershel W. Green 
1932-2021 

Hershel Wayne Green, age 89, of 
Fullerton, CA, passed away peacefully 
with his family at his side on Tuesday, 
August 24, 2021, due to complications 
with COPD (Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease). Hershel was born 
on March 21, 1932, in Byers, Kansas 
to Eugene and Mary Green and had 
five siblings (Virgil 
Green, Bill Green, 
Calvin Green, Jack 
Green and Pearle 
Green). The family later 
moved from 
Greensburg, Kansas to 
Southgate, California in 
1944. 

Hershel was drafted 
into the Army in 1952, 
during the Korean War, and was hon-
orably discharged in 1955. He later 
served on active duty for two years and 
in the Reserve for eight years. During 
this time, Hershel attended Long 
Beach State University and graduated 
in 1957 with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Music Education. 

In 1992, Hershel married Ann 
Patrick-Green. Their blended family 
includes five adult children: Roger 

Green, Diane Green, Laura Patrick, 
John Patrick, and Heather Patrick-
Orozco and five grandchildren: Denim 
Verona, Christopher Orozco, Emma 
Orozco, Jacob Patrick, and Bethany 
Patrick. 

Hershel worked in the music indus-
try for 60 years selling pianos and 
organs and in 2018 was awarded a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
National Association of Music 

Merchants. He was also 
a proud member of the 
Orange Empire Chorus 
of Fullerton. He and his 
wife performed concerts 
at the Richard Nixon 
Presidential Library to 
share their love for 
music with the commu-
nity. For many years, 
Hershel joined his wife, 

teaching music lessons at Patrick’s 
Music School of Fullerton. 

Hershel loved life and enjoyed every 
minute of it. He loved his family and 
his country. He loved music and 
singing. He always had a positive atti-
tude and touched the lives of many 
people. We have all been blessed with 
his presence on earth. Hershel will be 
deeply missed by family and friends.

Wayne E. Burtt 
1920-2021 

Wayne Edmund Burtt passed away 
peacefully September 4, 2021 only 
days after celebrating his 101st birth-
day. Born in Alameda, California on 
August 30, 1920, he was raised on a 
farm in Twin Falls, Idaho with his par-
ents William and Stella Burtt. He 
developed an interest in mechanics and 
aircraft at a young age and, after grad-
uating from high school, he left the 
family farm and traveled to Southern 
California to work in the aircraft 
industry prior to World War II. He 
served in the U. S. Army Air Corp as a 
Sergeant and was stationed in England, 
France, Belgium, and Holland. He was 
awarded the Battle Star for the Battle 
of the Bulge. He returned to California 
after the war and married Mildred, his 
wife of 75 years, in Long Beach. They 
moved to Fullerton in 1959 where they 
raised their three sons Richard, 
Randall, and Gregory. He spent his 
career with Tallmantz Aviation at John 
Wayne Airport as a flight engineer for 
a company that did stunt flying for the 
movie industry. This allowed him to 
travel the US and the world as part of 
the flight crew. He had a mechanic’s 
skill and could fix anything. In retire-
ment, he and his wife Mildred traveled 
the world and when at home in 
Fullerton, volunteered their time. He 

was a member of the YMCA, the 
Lions, and a deacon in the First 
Presbyterian Church. Whether it was 
someone in the Fullerton community, 
or a dog or a cat, Wayne and his wife 
always opened their hearts and home 
for those in need. Many have been 
blessed with their kindness. Wayne 
was loved and respected by all who 
knew him and although blessed with a 
long life, he will forever be missed by 
his wife, his three sons, seven grand-
children and ten great-grandchildren 
and all who have known him. The fam-
ily wishes to express their thanks to the 
staff at Emerald Court Assisted Living, 
Legacy Hospice and his caregiver, 
Monica.

HOW TO SEND A TRIBUTE OR ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Free tributes for Fullerton residents: 185 words and one 
photo(5” by 3.75”) All space over that is charged same as for 
nonresident tribute.  
All other announcements are charged by square inch space. 
For more information call (714) 812-8922 or email 
ads@fullertonobserver.com.
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Teresa G. Reynoso 
1941-2020 

Teresa Reynoso was born on 
September 14, 1941 in Jalpa 
Zacatecas, Mexico and grew up in 
Fullerton, California. Teresa was the 
youngest of 18 children. She was 
raised primarily by her older sisters, as 
her parents died when she was five 
years old.  

Teresa was an active single parent 
raising five children. She spent a lot of 
her time watching her children and 
grandchildren playing sports and per-
forming on stage. As a devout 
Catholic, Teresa was a lifetime mem-
ber of St. Philips Benizi Parish. She 
enjoyed attending Bible study and vol-
unteered with the Parish Fiesta. Teresa 
loved to knit, tend to her garden, and 
cheer on her favorite baseball team the 
Angels and her favorite football team 
the Cowboys.  She loved to travel and 
raise butterflies.  She was known as 
Grandma Terry by all the neighbor-
hood children.  

Teresa cherished the time with her 
children, grandchildren, and great 
grandchildren. Teresa is survived by 
her four children Nora, Ana, Anthony, 
and Lino. She is preceded in death by 
her youngest daughter Lorena. Teresa 
has 16 grandchildren and 5 great 
grandchildren as well as many nieces 
and nephews and friends. 

My Mother passed away on October 

2, 2020.  That was the saddest day of 
my life. She was not only my Mother, 
my next door neighbor for 25 years. I 
did everything with her. We went to 
the stores together, church, pulled 
weeds in our front yards. We went on 
vacations together. We would pass 
food over our block wall to each other 
(her blue chair is still in the same spot). 
She would wake up really early when 
it was cold outside,  and call us to say 
"Avena is ready" before we went to 
work.   

My Mother would do everything and 
anything for anyone when needed. The 
last few months of her life, I am so 
grateful that I was able to be by her 
side. I still feel like she is on a long 
vacation in Mexico. I still go in her 
backyard and water "Lori's Garden" 
and water her milkweed thinking she 
will be right behind me. 

I miss you so much. Love You More 
Mamasita Chula Bonita. Until we meet 
again. Love, Ana 

Martha S. Vogeler 
1924-2021 

 
Martha S. Vogeler, Professor of 

English and Comparative Literature 
Emeritus passed away during the week 
of July 25 at age 97. 

Professor Vogeler joined the CSU 
Fullerton faculty in 1969 and received 
emeritus status in 1990. She received 
her B.S. degree (in nursing) from 
Jersey City State College, and her 
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from 
Columbia University. 

Martha's colleague in the English 
Department, Howard Seller, provided 
the following remembrance: 

Martha's impressive scholarship was 
focused on 19th Century British litera-
ture and philosophy, especially during 
the Victorian Period. She wrote two 
significant books: Frederick Harrison: 
The Vocations of a Positivist and 
Austin Harrison and the English 
Review. Austin was the son of 
Frederick. Positivism was a popular 
19th Century philosophy. 

Martha also wrote a large number of 
journal articles and criticism, and she 
presented numerous conference 
papers. 

She taught and helped to create both 

undergraduate and graduate classes on 
the 19th Century. She was widely 
praised by students for her extensive 
knowledge of her subject, her engag-
ing lectures, and her unfailing helpful-
ness. When I was a member of the 
department personnel committee, I 
read her student evaluations on several 
occasions. In short, they were stun-
ning. 

Professor Vogeler was indeed a truly 
prolific scholar. In addition to the two 
books mentioned by Prof. Seller, she 
published literally scores of journal 
articles and reviews. Her scholarly 
activity continued well into her retire-
ment. 

Martha was predeceased by her hus-
band Al, who also was CSUF emeritus 
and by a twin sister. 

Eugene L. Surwillo 
1927-2021 

Eugene Surwillo passed away peaceful-
ly, at the age of 94, on August 11, 2021. 
A kind and caring man, Gene dedicated 
his life to his family and friends. He 
proudly served our country in the U.S. 
Navy, as a Motor Machinist's first mate. 
Gene began his career as a hydraulic 
mechanic with Pelton Water Wheel Co., 
and later, Paul Monroe Hydraulics. His 
trade sent him around the world several 
times. When Gene wasn't working, he 
enjoyed spending time with his family 
and friends. He found joy in the ocean, 
sailboat racing to Ensenada, diving for 
Abalone off Catalina Island, and body 
surfing the California coast. Beloved 
son, brother, uncle, and friend, Gene 

was preceded in death by his parents, 
Anthony and Anna, and brothers Chet, 
and Vince. He is survived by his loving 
nieces and nephews. On Sept. 2, Naval 
graveside services were held at 
Riverside National Cemetery.

For the latest COVID-19 information, visit  
www.ochealthinfo.com or call (714) 834-2000
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ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“TELEVISION 
MASH-UP”  
on page 4:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021 

PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise  
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

Fullerton Art Institutions Celebrate Native 
Land with ‘Land as Kin’ Art Exhibits

Fullerton College Art Gallery, CSU 
Fullerton Department of Visual Arts, 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center, and the 
Fullerton Museum Center will unite to 
host a series of exhibitions featuring 
artists with ties to the land Fullerton 
inhabits. “Land as Kin” is developed 
with the intention of creating a positive 
self-reflection that is inspired by the 
identity of Southern California Native 
people. 

Participating  
institutions & exhibit dates: 

• Fullerton College: Thru Dec 
• Cal State Fullerton: Thru Sept 30 

• Fullerton Museum Center:  
Oct 7 to Dec 9  

• Muckenthaler Cultural Center:   
Oct 28 to Dec 9 

For more info visit  
www.landaskin.org. 

Overnight and Street Sweeping  
Parking Citations Q & A

Q: What day of the week is my 
street swept?  

A: A Map of Street Sweeping can be 
found on the City of Fullerton website: 
www.cityoffullerton.com. 

 
Q: Why have parking tickets 

increased recently?  
A: Although the overnight and street 

sweeping ordinances have been in place 
for a number of years, the City’s 
enforcement efforts over the past several 
years have been limited due to reduced 
staffing levels.  To address this issue, in 
2019, the City of Fullerton contracted 
with SP+ to perform parking enforce-
ment for overnight parking, street 
sweeping, and downtown parking.  The 
first phase consisted of one parking 
enforcement contractor to ensure that 
collected revenues would cover contrac-
tor costs.  Once financial feasibility was 
established, the initial plan was to 
increase parking enforcement staff from 
one to three contractors. However, due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the City 
suspended parking enforcement as stay 
at home orders were implemented by 
the State. Enforcement activities subse-
quently resumed again on April 5, 2021, 
with one staff member.  The public was 
made aware of resumed enforcement via 
the City’s social media pages, website, 
Community Newsletter, City Council 
meetings. In the near term, with the 
implementation of new street sweeping 
signs, parking enforcement staffing will 
increase from one to three persons. 

 
Q: Why are there new street 

sweeping signs going up in my 
neighborhood?  

A: The City is required to have regular 

street sweeping as part of its stormwater 
program.  The street sweeping program 
helps to clean our streets by removing 
brake dust, litter, and debris before these 
contaminants enter our storm drains and 
ultimately travel to our beaches and 
ocean.  When cars are parked in the 
street sweeper path, the cleaning is 
much less effective. To notify Fullerton 
residents and businesses when street 
sweeping occurs in their area, the City 
Council adopted Resolution No. 2019-
50 authorizing the Public Works 
Department to post street sweeping 
signs city-wide. The signs indicate the 
street sweeping schedule and are often 
posted at the entrances of neighbor-
hoods. While the City will be mailing 
information in areas with new signs, 
please note that installation of new 
street signs themselves serve as notifica-
tion that increased enforcement will 
begin in the area. Once signage is post-
ed, there will be a two-week grace peri-
od with warning citations issued during 
that time-period.  

 
Q: I have a question about 

street sweeping schedule and signs 
in my neighborhood. Who can I 
contact?  

A: Please contact the Public Works 
Maintenance Division at mainte-
nance@cityoffullerton.com or by calling 
(714) 738-6897. 

 
Q: I have a question about 

parking enforcement.  How can I 
get more information?  

A: Please visit Fullerton Police 
Department Parking Citation page at:  
www.cityoffullerton.com/government/de
partments/police/how-do-i-pages/park-
ing-citations?locale=en

by Tegan, 3rd grade 
 
If you have been around Fullerton, 

you might know this spot (see picture 
above). This cascading water along the 
rocks is found at the entrance of the 
Fullerton Arboretum.  After being closed 
for the past year, this 26-acre treasure of 
Fullerton, with a collection of plants 
from around the world, has now 
reopened with new hours (Wednesday to 
Sunday, 9 am to 2 pm). An arboretum is 
a garden that focuses on trees for scien-
tific purposes; it comes from the Latin 
word arbor which means trees. It is a 
free, interesting place where one can 
enjoy the beautiful view (donations are 
welcomed). I especially appreciate the 
tranquil scenery: sunbathing turtles, 
dancing butterflies, and picturesque 
bridges. Families  can learn about nature 
and wildlife, hike around, and watch 
birds. When I approached the entrance, a 
volunteer briefly introduced us to the 
arboretum and its interactive map, 

which one can scan with a QR code; I do 
not have a phone so I chose to use a col-
orful map. The walkway alone is stun-
ning because the variety of plants and 
trees is amazing. For example, the giant 
leafed fig tree looks majestic as it stands 
strong with its thick, muscular branches 
while the desert delight nectarine tree 
squats low to the ground with its long, 
floppy leaves and fruit. I especially liked 
seeing Dr. Clark’s Heritage House (he 
was Fullerton’s first physician) and vis-
iting the Children’s Garden which had 
adorable archways with vines growing 
as well as a dome to rest inside.  

The Arboretum offers many classes 
like photography, yoga, composting, and 
bonsai planting. I would like to take the 
bonsai workshop in person. Meanwhile I 
will satisfy myself with the leisure visits 
and take home sunflower plants that are 
on sale. There will even be a Fall Veggie 
Seedling Sale on September 25th and 
26th. For more details, check out their 
website: www.fullertonarboretum.org. 

The Arboretum: 
Fullerton’s Treasure We Can all Enjoy Again
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Refugees

Hong and Thuy met at a swimming 
club. “I met her by chance,” Hong said, 
laughing. “At the time, I loved to go 
swimming at the club. We were the only 
two people swimming in the early morn-
ing.” 

About a month later, they ran into 
each other again. “I was walking to the 
movies, and she came by on a motor-
bike. I asked her for a ride,” Hong said. 
They went to a movie together. Hong 
bought her a fancy ice cream coffee, 
something Thuy could never afford. 
Eventually, she asked him to marry her. 
He said yes. 

About six months later, the South 
Vietnam government collapsed. 

Hong and Thuy were able to get in a 
small fishing boat, along with thousands 
who were trying to get to the ocean for 
passage out of the country. When they 
reached the open sea, they were picked 
up by the USS Kirk, then they boarded a 
Vietnamese naval ship that took them to 
the Philippines, then to a refugee pro-
cessing center on Guam. 

From Guam, they flew to the United 
States and ended up in a refugee camp at 
Fort Indiantown Gap in Pennsylvania, 
one of several refugee camps set up in 
the US. From there, they were placed 
with a sponsor in Tustin, Orange 
County, California, a Marine colonel 
who housed them in a trailer, with no 
indoor plumbing, on his property. 

“With our first sponsor, I was allowed 
to come into the house only to do work 
like a maid,” Thuy said. “As a literature 
major, I read a lot and it felt like Gone 
with the Wind. They treated me like a 
slave.” 

  
Finding a new home and family   

Unhappy with the living conditions in 
Tustin, Hong and Thuy gathered all their 
possessions into two bags each and 
walked to a Lutheran church in Orange. 
When the service ended, they spoke to 
the pastor and asked for help. 

That pastor called Rich Schieber who 
was pastor of the First Lutheran Church 
in Fullerton and also worked with 
Church World Services finding sponsors 
for the over 30,000 refugees at Camp 
Pendleton. Through his volunteer work, 
Schieber helped around 1,000 refugee 
families find sponsors and homes. 

Rich was also president of the Rotary 
Club in Fullerton. He called fellow 
Rotarian Jim Vanderburg, and asked if 
he and his wife Willa would be willing 
to sponsor a refugee couple from 
Vietnam. 

Jim and Willa met Rich, Hong, and 
Thuy at the First Lutheran church in 
Fullerton. Later that evening after a long 
conversation, Jim called Rich to ask 
what their responsibilities would be as 
sponsors of Hong and Thuy. 

Jim remembers Rich telling him, 
“You’re financially responsible for them 
for the rest of their lives.” 

After talking for an hour or more 
about Hong and Thuy’s life in Vietnam, 
their journey to the US, and difficult life 
in a refugee camp, Willa told Jim, “It’s 
only money.” They, like so many across 
the United States at that time, chose to 
become Hong and Thuy’s sponsors. 
They helped them get into an apartment 
on Commonwealth Ave. in Fullerton. 

Thuy remembers Jim giving her $20 
to buy groceries at the Alpha Beta super-
market. 

“I felt like a little kid at a toy store,” 
Thuy said. 

In stark contrast to their first sponsor, 

Jim and Willa were friendly, generous, 
and compassionate toward Hong and 
Thuy. They not only helped them find 
decent housing, but helped them find 
jobs and acclimate to life in the United 
States. 

“They were very respectful and very 
human,” Thuy said. “We felt like part of 
their family.” 

Jim invited Hong and Thuy to share 
their story at a Rotary club meeting. 
Afterward, a hat was passed around and 
about $600 was collected for the couple. 
Eventually, Hong and Thuy found sta-
bility and even prosperity in the United 
States. Hong became a plumbing con-
tractor, and Thuy became one of the 
most successful real estate agents in 
Riverside County. They had two chil-
dren—Phong, born in 1980, and Tiffany, 
born in 1984. 

Phong graduated from the US Naval 
Academy at Annapolis and was recently 
made a Commander. His proud parents 
shared a photo of Phong with President 
George W. Bush. 

With the wealth she has made in real 
estate, Thuy has sponsored schools in 
poor villages in Vietnam, helping chil-
dren get the resources they need to 
improve their lives. 

“I go to villages where people have no 
shoes, no warm clothes,” Thuy said. 
“We are lucky to be in the United States. 
We are not better than any of those kids. 
We are just lucky. So, for those of us 
who are lucky, our duty is to give back 
to those who are not so lucky.” 

The successful and happy lives of 
Hong, Thuy, and their children was 
made possible by the generosity and 
compassion of people like Rich, Jim, 
and Willa. 

Reflecting on the Vietnam refugee cri-
sis in 1975, Rich said, “I’ve heard the 
story so many times, of the escapes. 
We’re living it now. I almost hate to turn 
on the news today and see those people 
on those planes in Afghanistan. I practi-
cally weep when I see it…The life of a 
refugee is so incredibly difficult.” 

  
Refugees Today   

After the Taliban takeover of 
Afghanistan in August, the US and 
allied countries evacuated 124,000 peo-
ple from Kabul, including 6,000 US cit-
izens. 

 These refugees have been housed in 
camps and on military bases around the 

world. US officials have said that at 
least 50,000 Afghans who helped the US 
or who might be targeted by the Taliban 
are expected to be admitted into the 
United States in the coming month.  

According to the New York Times, 
over 31,000 Afghans have already 
arrived in the US, with many still being 
processed on military bases. 

Many national and local non-profits 
and charity groups are working to help 
resettle the Afghan refugees. 

Here are some groups that are looking 
for financial and volunteer support to 
assist Afghan refugees: 

 

•Access California Services: 
www.accesscal.org 

• Sahaba Initiative: www.sahabaini-
tiative.org 

•International Institute of Los 
Angeles: www.iilosangeles.org 

•World Relief Southern California: 
www.worldrelief.org/socal 

•Tiyya Foundation: www.tiyya.org 
•The International Rescue 

Committee: www.rescue.org 
•Voice of Refugees: www.vorser-

vices.org 
•The Afghan Journalists Safety 

Committee: www.ajsc.af

Continued from front page

Left to right: Jim Vanderburg, Willa Vanderburg, Thuy Do Le, Hong Le, and Rich Scheiber. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR.


