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Mental Health 
Care Helpline

Are you feeling increasingly lonely or 
confused? Do you have substance abuse 
and/or mental health concerns? Need 
information about available mental 
health services? 

Call the Warmline today. The OC 
Warmline is available 24 hours daily/ 
seven days a week. Call or text: (714) 
991-6412 or (877) 910-Warm. LiveChat 
available at www.namioc.org. 

This is a free and confidential tele-
phone service providing emotional sup-
port and resources to Orange County 
residents. 

Services are available in multiple lan-
guages including TTY Support. 

Council majority 
favors budget 
cuts despite  

federal COVID 
relief funds

See Budget, Page 15
Applications  

for Redistricting 
Commission Due

Hundreds of local residents participated in a march for reproductive rights through Downtown Fullerton  
on Saturday, October 2. Fore more see page 16. PHOTO BY GASTON CASTELLANOS.

continued on Page 3

by Jesse La Tour  
City Council held their second budget 

study session on September 14 to give 
direction on the use of the nearly $33 
million the City has been allocated from 
the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). 

The ARPA funds have not yet been 
factored into the City budget, which was 
adopted in June, as the City was waiting 
on requirements from the Department of 
the Treasury regarding how these funds 
may be spent. 

Eligible uses of ARPA fall into two 
categories: (1) to reimburse the direct or 
indirect costs associated with respond-
ing to the COVID pandemic, or (2) to 
replace decreased revenue due to the 
pandemic (property tax, sales tax, hotel 
tax, etc.). 

It was previously believed that ARPA 
funds could not be used for street and 
road repair.  

by Matthew Leslie 
  
The city of Fullerton is now accepting 

applications for seats on a commission 
formed to provide options for a new map 
to define Fullerton’s five council dis-
tricts. Fullerton’s current map dates to 
the City’s adoption of district-based 
elections in 2016, but maps of City dis-
tricts are required by State law to be re-
examined every ten years following the 
national census. Data from the 2020 cen-
sus will be available in late September. 

On August 17 the Council chose to 
form an advisory-only commission to 
review proposed district maps and make 
a recommendation to the Council for a 
selection rather than empower the com-
mission to make the final decision itself. 

F
KNOW FULLERTON • SUBSCRIBE TODAY   •   Est.1978  •  YEAR 43 #16  •  EARLY OCTOBER 2021 

Submissions: contact@fullertonobserver.com  •  Call: (714) 525-6402  • Daily Stories at: www.fullertonobserver.com  

FULLERTON’S ONLY INDEPENDENT NEWS 

bserverullerton 

MEXICAN ART AND FURNITURE STORE  
COULD BE REPLACED BY ANOTHER BAR

by Jesse La Tour   
Blanquel Popular Art, a long-estab-

lished Mexican custom furniture and art 
store in downtown Fullerton, along with 
the neighboring Plant Store, may be 
replaced by an establishment called 
World of Beer. 

The item appeared on the agenda of the 
Fullerton Planning Commission during 
their September 15 meeting. A request 
was made for a conditional use permit 
(CUP) by Bijalkumar Patel & Dhaval 
Panchal and property owner Carlo 
Terranova. Approval of the CUP would 
allow World of Beer, a new restaurant 
with entertainment, to move into the 

storefront at 109 S. Harbor downtown 
(currently occupied by Blanquel Popular 
Art and the Plant Store). 

The item was continued to the Nov 17 
meeting on request of the applicant. 

According to Rodrigo Blanquel, son of 
the owner Florencio Blanquel, they first 
learned about the possible change when a 
notice of a public hearing appeared taped 
to their door at the end of August. The 
owner of the building, Carlo Terranova, 
did not previously contact them. 

Rodrigo said he got a call from 
Terranova two days before the September 
15 Planning Commission hearing. 

OC HUMAN RELATIONS RELEASES  
NEWEST HATE CRIME REPORT

The Orange County Human Relations 
Commission has released its 2020 hate 
crimes report. 

Orange County experienced 112 report-
ed hate crimes in 2020, a 35% increase 
from 2019. In the last five years, hate 
crimes have steadily been on the rise with 
the largest jump occurring between 2016 
to 2020. 

In 2020 alone, there was an alarming 
rise in hate incidents. There was a 69% 
increase in the total number of hate inci-
dents reported in 2020. Of the 263 report-
ed cases, there was a 114% increase in 
anti-Semitic hate incidents, an 1800% 
increase motivated by anti-Asian hate, 
and a 23% increase motivated by anti-
Black hate. 

The OC Human Relations Commission 
receives reports form law enforcement, 
school districts, colleges, universities, 
community-based organizations, and 
individuals. The data provided by Stop 

AAPI Hate, a non-profit that tracks inci-
dents and crimes motivated by anti-Asian 
discrimination in Orange County, was 
also included in the total number of hate 
incidents and hate crimes in this report. 

The most commonly reported hate-
based criminal offense was anti-Black 
(27%) followed by anti-Semitic (11%), 
and anti-Hispanic (8%). These three 
offenses comprised 46% of all reported 
hate crimes. 

The OC Human Relations Commission 
provides victims of hate crimes and hate 
incidents with support and appropriate 
resources. All services are confidential. 
They also provide presentations and put 
together the annual Hate Crimes Report 
to inform the public of the state of Orange 
County regarding hate crimes and hate 
incidents because of the impact on vic-
tims and the community.  

 
www.ochumanrelations.org

continued on Page 4
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Police standoff causes temporary  
closure of Commonwealth

by Jere Greene 
 
A burglary suspect ran from police and 

barricaded himself at a residence on 
West Commonwealth resulting in a 
major traffic shutdown on Wednesday, 
September 22. 

According to Public Information 
Officer Sergeant Brandon Clyde, police 
received a call at 9:32 in the morning 
regarding a man attempting to break into 
a unit at the 100 block of Prichard, in 
violation of a restraining order. He left 
the area when the police arrived. The 
man was later identified as Jose 
Marguina, 42. 

A second call was received at 
12:39pm saying that he had broken a 
window. There was a scream and the call 
ended. Police pursued Marguina and he 
then barricaded himself on the porch of 
a home on the 3400 block of West 

Commonwealth. This resulted in a major 
response of eventually 17 police vehi-
cles and the complete shutdown of 
Commonwealth Avenue. The police 
response included their police dog and 
helicopter support. 

Police surrounded the residence, 
resulting in a standoff while negotiations 
continued. The suspect remained on the 
porch area of the residence and used a 
portable baby gate between himself and 
the police. He claimed he had a gun. 

Using less-lethal weapons, the police 
fired. They were unable to gain compli-
ance and finally sent the K-9 unit in to 
take the suspect into custody. Only the 
suspect was injured. The paramedic unit 
from Fire Station 2 checked him out. He 
was secured by handcuffs to a gurney 
and transported to UCI medical center 
by Care Ambulance.

Suspect Jose Marguina was taken into custody. PHOTO BY JERE GREENE.

Sexual assault facts in our town
by Saskia Kennedy 

  
Over 24 rapes have been reported in 

Fullerton since January 2021 according 
to police records. The most recent FBI 
records for our city show 80 reported 
rapes in 2019, and 58 in 2020. Nearly 80 
percent of rapes and sexual assaults go 
unreported, according to a Justice 
Department analysis of violent crime in 
2016. 

"Victims are often too ashamed to 
come forward. Sexual assault is a very 
humiliating and dehumanizing act 
against someone,” psychotherapist and 
author Beverly Engel said.  “The person 
really feels invaded and defiled, and 
there is a lot of shame attached to that. 
Victims of sexual assault almost always 
blame themselves, and we can under-
stand why, because in our culture, we 
tend to blame victims in general. We say 
things like, 'She shouldn't have been 
wearing that kind of outfit, she shouldn't 
have drunk so much, why did she go to 
that party?' We find some reason to 
blame the victim." 

According to the United States Justice 
Department, approximately 2% of all 
rape complaints are false. To put it 
another way, if you believe a victim, you 
will be wrong 2 times out of 100. On the 
other hand, if you believe the accused 
rapist, you will be wrong 98 times out of 
100. 

Laws against sexual assault are insuf-
ficient and inconsistent leaving many 
victims convinced that informing law 
enforcement will not help them, and in 
some cases could make things worse 
instead of better, according to Equality 
Now, an international 
human rights organiza-
tion. 

For every 100 rapes 
and sexual assaults 
reported to police, 18 led 
to an arrest, according to 
a study conducted by pro-
fessors in the School of 
Criminology and Justice 
Studies at University of 
Massachusetts. The 
researchers found that 
police and prosecutors 
declined to make arrests 
or move forward with 
cases based on their judg-
ments about the victim’s 
credibility. Factors such 
as mental health, use of 
alcohol or drugs and 
other so-called “risky” behaviors cause 
prosecutors to assume that juries will be 
unlikely to convict thus making the case 
unwinnable. 

Sexual assault is not rare. One in five 
women and one in 71 men are raped 
every year, according to the National 
Sexual Violence Resource Center 

(NSVRC), which researches sexual 
assault and provides resources for vic-
tims. Across the nation 734,630 people 
reported being raped (including threat-
ened, attempted, or completed rape) in 
2018. 

Rapists are criminals and predators 
who seek out vulnerable targets. In a 
recent report by CNN, a well-known 
surgeon from Newport Beach and his 

girlfriend were charged 
with drugging and sexual-
ly assaulting two women 
and Southern California 
authorities said they 
believe there could be 
many more victims as the 
couple video-taped over 
1000 unconscious women 
being raped. The couple 
have pleaded not guilty in 
the on-going court trial 
claiming the acts were 
consensual. 

The social awareness 
that men and women have 
been, and continue to be, 
sexually assaulted has led 
to many new laws, legal 
clarifications, and even 
Congressional bills. It has 

let people who are survivors know that 
they are not alone and emboldened a 
generation of survivors to speak out 
against perpetrators. 

Movements such as #MeToo, 
#MeTooK-12, #ChurchToo, and others 
have spread to over 85 countries. The 
magnitude of the number of sexual 

assault crimes may be reflected in the 
speed that the MeToo movement has 
been shared over social media. For 
instance, on Facebook the hashtag 
MeToo was used by more than 4.7 mil-
lion people in 12 million posts during 
the first 24 hours of when it was first 
posted. 

If you are sexually assaulted or raped, 
it is not your fault.  Go to The Safe Place 
at Anaheim Regional Medical Center, 
Orange County’s only sexual-assault 
examination unit: 1111 W. La Palma 
Ave, Anaheim, CA and file a report with 
police as soon as possible. Your actions 
may save someone else from suffering 
the same fate. 

For more information and help: 
Call the Orange County 24-hour 

Sexual Assault/Rape Crisis Hotline 
(714) 957-2737 for confidential support 
from trained sexual assault counselors 
who can help you with resources.  

October is Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month  
Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

was launched nationwide in October 
1987 as a way to connect and unite indi-
viduals and organizations working on 
domestic violence issues while raising 
awareness for those issues. Over the 
past 30+ years, much progress has been 
made to support domestic violence vic-
tims and survivors, to hold abusers 
accountable, and to create and update 
legislation to further those goals. Visit 
https://ncadv.org/2021DVAM.

COVID-19 Updates
Vaccine mandate for  
senior care workers  

The California State Public Health 
Officer (CDPH) issued a new health 
order on September 28 to address 
mandatory vaccination for workers in 
adult and senior care facilities, as well as 
workers providing services in a recipi-
ent’s home. Workers identified in the 
order must have their first dose of a one-
dose regimen, or their second dose of a 
two-dose regimen, by November 30 
with limited exemptions.   

 
Cases in Orange County   

COVID-19 cases continue to decline 
in Orange County, although ICU admis-
sions saw a slight increase. Between 
September 24 and September 30, the 
seven-day average COVID-19 case rate 
dropped from 11.5 to 8.8 per 100,000 
people, with the average number of daily 
COVID-19 cases declining from 371.3 
to 285.1. The positivity rate also 
decreased from 3.6 to 3 percent and hos-
pitalizations from 308 to 279 per day. 
ICU admissions increased from 76 to 85 
per day. Orange County COVID-19 case 
counts and testing figures are updated 
daily, Monday through Friday, at 
occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/coron-
avirus-in-oc. 

 
Recommendation for  
Pfizer vaccine booster   

The CDC has recommended the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine to be administered 
as a booster dose to certain individuals, 
six months or more after they have com-
pleted the primary series of the Pfizer 

vaccine. According to the CDC’s recom-
mendation, people previously vaccinat-
ed with Pfizer who SHOULD receive a 
booster include those who are: age 65 
years and older, long term care residents; 
and age 50 through 64 years with under-
lying medical conditions or at increased 
risk of social inequities. 

“It’s important to understand that the 
booster dose only applies to people who 
received the Pfizer vaccine for their ini-
tial series, not those who received 
Moderna or Johnson & Johnson (J&J),” 
says Dr. Regina Chinsio-Kwong, 
Deputy County Health Officer. “The 
Moderna and J&J vaccines have not 
been approved for booster doses.” 

 
Get Vaccinated  

“As a whole county, we are now over 
71% fully vaccinated among our eligible 
residents age 12 and older, with 78% of 
our eligible population having received 
at least one dose,” says Dr. Chinsio-
Kwong. 

Vaccination continues to be the most 
effective way to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. Vaccines are widely avail-
able throughout Orange County for 
walk-in, same day and future appoint-
ments. Individuals who are not yet vac-
cinated or are interested in receiving a 
booster dose are encouraged to visit any 
local pharmacy or healthcare provider, 
or go online to Vaccines.gov, 
MyTurn.ca.gov or Othena.com, to 
schedule a vaccination appointment. 

For more information on available 
vaccine distribution channels in Orange 
County, please visit 
COVIDVaccineFacts.com and click on 
“Find a COVID-19 Vaccine.”

  
Over 24 rapes have 

been reported in 
Fullerton since 
January 2021 
according to  

police records.  
The most recent 
FBI records for  
our city show 80 
reported rapes in 

2019, and 58  
in 2020. 

  
For the latest COVID-19 information, visit  

www.ochealthinfo.com or call (714) 834-2000
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The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are available 
at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
 
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. Contact Council at 
(714) 738-6311 or by email to: council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES 

SEPTEMBER 21 MEETING

Agenda Forecast

• Redistricting Advisory Commission Appointments 
• Union Pacific Park Ad Hoc Committee Appointments 
• Automatic Aid Agreement Cancellation for Fire Services 
• Fiscal Year 2021/22 Budget Adjustments 
• CCTV and Security Upgrades 
• Middle Income/Workforce Housing 
• Public Records Request Process

Agenda items for the October 5 meeting include:

Closed Session
Before every public City Council meeting there is a closed session during which 

Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public. 
Council met with the Fullerton Museum Center Association to discuss price and 
terms of the Fullerton Museum Center. Council met with representatives of 
Fullerton’s various employee unions to discuss parameters of authority for negoti-
ating salaries, benefits and working conditions.

Fullerton Alano Club Seeks a Meeting Place: A representative of the Fullerton 
Alano Club said their group has been without a meeting place since the pandemic. 
She asked the City to reconsider allowing them to use the Isaak Walton lodge in 
Hillcrest Park.

Infrastructure to be Modernized  
at Various City-Owned Facilities

Council approved an agreement with 
NORESCO, LLC, to implement 
$8,458,191 in energy efficiency projects 
with annual energy/operational cost sav-
ings used to fund the cost of the projects.  

The City will seek approximately 
$8.9M in financing for the entire project 
budget.  

Once the City has paid off the debt, 
the City will continue to benefit from 
ongoing energy savings throughout the 
useful life of the equipment. The City 
will save approximately $2M over the 
25-year life of the project as well as 
establish and replace critical infrastruc-
ture equipment.

Curb/Gutter & 
Sidewalk  

Reconstruction 
Project

Council approved a $355,980 con-
struction contract with Martinez 
Concrete, Inc. for a curb/gutter and 
sidewalk reconstruction project. This 
is an annual project to repair damaged 
curb and gutter, sidewalks, and drive-
ways and install access ramps at vari-
ous locations throughout the City. The 
tentative construction start date is 
November with an anticipated project 
completion in January 2022.

Orange County 
Veterans Cemetery  
in Anaheim Hills

Council voted unanimously to give 
formal support of the proposed Orange 
County Veterans Cemetery in Anaheim 
Hills. State Assemblymember Sharon 
Quirk-Silva authored Assembly Bill 
1453 in 2014 that created a Southern 
California Veterans Cemetery Master 
Development Fund. The cemetery was 
originally envisioned to be in Irvine, 
however, that location has stalled and 
the County has identified a new site in 
Anaheim Hills, near the 91 freeway and 
241 toll road.

Jeff Collier to serve as both  
Interim Deputy City Manager and  

Interim Director of Parks and Recreation
Council approved an employment agreement with 

Jeff Collier to serve as both Interim Deputy City 
Manager and Interim Director of Parks and 
Recreation. 

Collier will receive a salary of $85.00 per hour 
with no benefits. 

The Director of Parks and Recreation position 
became vacant in January 2021. The current Interim 
Deputy City Manager’s employment agreement 
expired on September 18, 2021. 

Once the City has hired a permanent City 
Manager, the permanent City Manager may fill this 
position on a permanent basis. 

Collier has served in several capacities in city 
government. He was the Whittier City Manager for 
seven-plus years in his last assignment. 

Collier may serve until June 30, 2022, allowing time for the City to appoint a 
Deputy City Manager and solidify its long-term plans for the Parks and Recreation 
Director position.  

City Extends Outdoor  
Dining Program

Outdoor dining on Wilshire Ave.

REDISTRICTING COMMISSION Continued from front page

Nonetheless, many members of the pub-
lic urged the Council during its follow-
ing regular meeting on September 21 to 
appoint an independent  commission 
with full power to choose a new district 
map without a Council vote. 

The Council’s September 21 agenda 
called for it to define the size of The 
Redistricting Advisory Commission 
(RAC), how appointments to it would be 
made, and decide what, if any, restric-
tions would be placed on eligibility for 
its membership. The Council debated 
whether the commission should consist 
of five members, each appointed by a 
Council member, or number as many as 
nine in total. They reached a compro-
mise that calls for a commission of five 
directly appointed members who will 
themselves appoint an additional two 
members at its first meeting. 

Fullerton residents aged 18 and older 
may apply to the RAC at this link on the 

City’s website:  https://fullerton.grani-
cus.com/boards/forms/145/apply 

Members of the RAC “may not be an 
elected official of the local jurisdiction 
or family member, staff member, or paid 
campaign staff of an elected official of 
the local jurisdiction,” according to the 
City application site. The Council reject-
ed a provision that would have restricted 
RAC members from personally running 
for council for 5 years following the ter-
mination of the Commission next year. 
The RAC will be subject to the provi-
sions of California’s Brown Act.  
Applications are due by 5pm October 4. 

The final date for the Council to 
approve the new map is April 17, 2022, 
but not before a minimum of four public 
hearings must be held, two conducted by 
the commission prior to recommending 
a proposed map or maps, and two con-
ducted by the Council to consider the 
recommended map(s). 

City Council voted unanimously to 
extend the City’s outdoor dining pro-
gram for six months, as the City devel-
ops potential regulations for implement-
ing the program on a more permanent 
basis. This will include potentially par-
tially restoring Fullerton’s Bicycle Blvd. 
that was closed off by the Walk-on-
Wilshire outdoor dining. 

When indoor dining was restricted by 
the State during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, many cities, including Fullerton, 
relaxed outdoor dining regulations to 
allow businesses to continue to operate 
on either private property or public 
rights-of-way. The city of Fullerton has 
issued more than 60 permits for outdoor 
dining. 

The City intended to implement the 
relaxed standards on a temporary basis 
until the State lifted indoor dining 
restrictions. California has since 
rescinded the indoor restrictions. City 
Council last extended the outdoor dining 
program through September 30, 2021. 

Councilmember Fred Jung said that 
there are currently “bad actors” and that 

the program needs clearer regulations to 
protect public safety, and that Wilshire 
needs to be re-opened for pedestrians, 
cars, and bicycles. 

The police department has been gener-
ally supportive of the program but has 
noted some problems with venues 
exceeding outdoor capacity. 

Councilmember Jesus Silva also sup-
ported extending the outdoor dining pro-
gram and proposed creating a bike lane 
on Wilshire. He added that the reason 
why that section of Wilshire has new 
pavement is because of funding from the 
Bicycle Boulevard project. 

Jane Rands, Vice Chair of the Active 
Transportation Committee, said that the 
City needs to incorporate a way for bicy-
clists to ride through the Bicycle 
Boulevard area that is currently being 
used for outdoor dining. 

When the City closed off this section 
of Wilshire, they closed off a section of 
the Wilshire Bicycle Boulevard that was 
established through grant funding and 
the efforts of the former Bicycle Users 
Subcommittee.
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1. Robin ___ 
5. Put forward, as a theory 
10. Recipe abbr. 
14. Double-reed instrument 
15. Swap 
16. Baseball's Hershiser 
17. 1974-1993 Dodge SUV 
19. Stag 
20. Enough and then some 
21. Salty septet 
22. Smack 
23. Most of Libya 
25. Admit 
27. Responds 
30. Laid up 
33. Hamster's home 
36. Fish eggs 
37. Anaheim's team 
38. Pal for Pierre 
39. Desiccated 

41. Communication for the deaf: Abbr. 
42. "Annie Hall" Oscar winner 
44. Pen point 
45. DC VIP 
46. Boredom 
47. Of yore 
49. Snappish 
51. Track events 
55. Subsides 
57. Not quite closed 
60. Japanese-American 
61. Like Alice from 
     "The Brady Bunch" 
62. Gunslinger, perhaps 
64. First name in scat 
65. Like some walls 
66. Church alcove 
67. Depend (on) 
68. "Creed" actress Thompson 
69. German river and wine region 

1. Lively dances 
2. The 44th President 
3. Get-up-and-go 
4. Announce 
5. School org. 
6. Hockey player Bobby, et al 
7. Herb in stuffing 
8. Paragons 
9. Brusque 
10. ___ and turning 
11. Grizzly or Kodiak 
12. Ward of "Sisters" 
13. Storyline 
18. Roll call reply 
24. Hammerin' Hank 
26. Pint-sized 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021 
“NFL MATCHUPS” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)

28. Hoodwink 
29. Itsy-bitsy 
31. "If all ___ fails ..." 
32. Computer connections, abbr. 
33. Genoise or pound 
34. Call from the flock 
35. Hefty tab 
37. Ann ___, Mich. 
39. ___ de Boulogne (Paris park) 
40. Archaeology site 
43. Election time 
45. State bird of Louisiana 
47. Exclamation of surprise 
48. "99 Luftballons" singer 
50. Implied 
52. Ma's response to a bothersome 
     question? 
53. "Oof, that was bad!" 
54. Yes or no follower 
55. Like a 911 call: Abbr. 
56. Hay bundle 
58. Boxers Muhammad and Laila 
59. Hwys. 
63. Certain hand-held...or  
      hand-holding

DOWN

ACROSS

Florencio Blanquel in his store Blanquel Popular Art. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR.

BLANQUEL POPULAR ART Continued from front page

“The owner made it seem like he 
didn’t know what was going on, that he 
wouldn’t know until after the commis-
sion meeting,” Blanquel said. “It’s kind 
of weird that he didn’t know what’s 
going on. It’s his building.” 

Blanquel said that World of Beer had 
previously tried to get a license last year 
at the Plant Store location. 

Two years ago, when neighboring 
nightclub JP23 was trying to expand 
their business to a second story, 
Blanquel says Terranova asked him to 
speak against it at a public hearing 
because of the high con-
centration of bars down-
town. 

“I reminded him 
[Terranova] about what 
he said about not having 
more bars in Fullerton, 
and now they are trying 
to put another bar here,” 
Blanquel said. “I actual-
ly walked the three 
blocks of Downtown 
Fullerton and you’d be 
surprised how many 
liquor licenses there 
are—over 50. What is 
the purpose? Are we just 
saying no to the arts here 
in Fullerton, no to cul-
ture?” 

Blanquel said the current concentra-
tion of bars around his business requires 
him to regularly clean up vomit, urine, 
and sometimes worse. 

Florencio Blanquel opened Blanquel 
Popular Art in 2000 in Downtown 
Fullerton. His family has owned a cus-
tom furniture store in Guadalajara since 
the 1960s, and he wanted to expand his 
business into the US. 

Florencio builds and imports custom 
furniture. He also sells Mexican pottery 

and other works of art. He displays and 
sells work by local artists. 

“It’s something that my family, my 
dad, has put a lot into. He has invested a 
lot into the community,” Rodrigo said. 

Rodrigo said that his landlord told him 
that his dad should retire. “I thought, 
who are you to tell my dad when to 
retire? My dad loves doing what he 
does,” he said. 

Florencio wants to stay and keep his 
shop where it has been for the last 20 
years. Whether he is able to do that will 
depend on his landlord, the planning 

commission, and perhaps 
the community. 

The owner of the build-
ing Carlo Terranova, where 
Blanquel Popular Art 
exists, did not respond to 
calls from the Fullerton 
Observer. 

There are currently 
around 58 businesses with 
alcohol licenses in the 
Downtown area alone. An 
administrative judge said in 
2016 there should be five 
alcohol licenses downtown 
based on ABC guidelines 
and population density. 
According to a study done 
in 2007, the downtown area 
actually costs taxpayers 

around $1.5 million a year in public 
safety and other costs. That number is 
likely higher today. 

The Planning Commission will con-
sider whether to issue a conditional use 
permit for World of Beer at their 
November 17 meeting. The meeting will 
take place at City Hall (303 W 
Commonwealth Ave. at 6:30pm. 
Members of the public may give public 
comment. Contact the City Clerk at 
(714) 738-6350.

  
 

“What is the  
purpose?  

Are we just  
saying no to  
the arts here  
in Fullerton,  

no to culture?” 
 

—Rodrigo Blanquel

I saw it in the FULLERTON 
OBSERVER 
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Fullerton Celebrates Tommy Lasorda Day

Timeless
Baseball has a rhythm that mimics 

life, and that rhythm reverberates with-
out the need for an arbitrary or artificial 
conclusion. Time does not ‘run out’ just 
as the intensity peaks, the entire crowd 
on its feet, cheering and screaming, the 
players on the top steps or leaning 
against the rails in both dugouts. One 
side wants at least one more run, the 
other one more strike, the final out—
victory. The team on defense controls 
the ball, you can steal a base but you 
must come home to score that run. In 
order to get a ticket to heaven, you must 
love the Dodgers. 

 
“Baseball is like driving; it’s the one 

who gets home safely that counts.” 

Tommy, you may no longer be seen 
dropping your wife Jo off at Salon 
Bernardo to get her hair done, driving or 
jogging on Orangethorpe, at the car 
wash or grocery store, in restaurants, or 
heading up Brookhurst on your way to 
Dodger Stadium, but you were here, 
there, and everywhere on what would 
have been your 94th Birthday. Jo sadly 
passed just a few days before your day, 
but beyond a doubt, her presence was 
felt as well.  A moment of silence in her 
name was very touching, as daughter 
Laura and all that were affected by her 
loss gave their respects.  Jo was Yin to 
his Yang and was very much a reason he 
was able to accomplish so much. Rest in 
peace Mrs. Lasorda.

Fullerton Mayor Bruce Whitaker with Laura Lasorda proclaim September 22 
Tommy Lasorda Day. PHOTO BY JERE GREENE.

You Gotta Believe
But why such a fuss over a guy and the 

sport he loved? Isn’t baseball just a kid’s 
game? Wasn’t Tommy Lasorda just a 
man? If you spent the day chasing his 
legacy as many of us did, it was obvious 
that he was not just another local sports 
guy. He was a stalwart presence, even to 
those who are not big baseball fans, even 
to those who do not bleed Dodger Blue 
or even follow sports at all. For 70 plus 
years while he lived here in Fullerton, 
Tommy moved the young and not so 

young, the famous and the just plain 
folks, and certainly, he moved his play-
ers. Managers don’t pitch, hit, or throw 
the ball but they can make their teams 
winners, and Tommy did that again and 
again, making hard decisions and stand-
ing by them even when things did not go 
as planned. 

 
“Listen, if you start worrying about 

the people in the stands, before long 
you are up in the stands with them.”

New Sister City
One of the first indications that this 

would be a beginning and not an end 
was when a crowd gathered around a 
small olive tree being planted at the east 
end of City Hall. Over time, it would 
stand tall and strong. Decades later, 
someone would read the plaque and find 
out why the now magnificent tree was 
there. The Mayor of Tollo Italy was on 
hand because that’s where Tommy’s 
Dad was born, and Tollo was being 
declared an official Sister City. We all 
moved across the street to Amerige Park 
for more ceremonies and for the fortu-
nate ones, brief encounters with a few 
luminaries. There were many highlights. 
One of the most riveting was the per-
formance of our National Anthem by 
Hannah Rhymes, a 10-year-old 
Beechwood 5th grader and daughter of 
Kim and Glen Rhymes who own 
Brownstone Café in Villa del Sol. 
Goosebumps.

Baseball

One would have to be completely immersed in 
the game of baseball to spend an entire lifetime 
involved as a player, scout, coach, manager and 
more. That focus and dedication resulted in the 
highest levels of success and the ultimate 
honor—induction into the Baseball Hall of 
Fame. Of all the events that he would have 
appreciated on Tommy Lasorda Day, I have a 
feeling he would have been extremely touched 
by the games at Fullerton Sports Complex for a 
Golden Hill Little League game and later, at 
Amerige Field for a Sunny Hills/Fullerton High 
School game. They were well aware of why they 
were there, and all the parents were just as excit-
ed as the players. What a treat to see the looks on 
their faces as they lined up for photos. 
Celebrities for the day.  

 
“The difference between the possible and the 

impossible lies in a person’s determination.”Golden Hills Little League Dodger Blues team.  

Above: Hannah Rhymes sings  
the national anthem. 

Below: Drew Drysdale, Mickey 
Hatcher, and Felipe Ruiz.

Tollo Mayor Angelo Radica and filmmaker Roberto Angotti.  
PHOTO COURTESY OF ROBERTO ANGOTTI.

Contact Mike Ritto at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 
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australianswimschool.com

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling 714-870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman  

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on  
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton.  
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

September 14 FJUHSD Meeting
At the September 14 FJUHSD board 

meeting, the trustees carried on business 
without Trustee Joanne Fawley. 

  
Year-End  

Unaudited Actuals   
After the school reports and celebrat-

ing a return to in-person Back to School 
Night events, Asst. Superintendent of 
Business Services Ruben Hernandez 
presented the unaudited actuals budget 
report for the 2020/21 school year. The 
unaudited actuals are the district’s year-
end accounting that compares what they 
estimated receiving and spending during 
a school year with what money they 
actually received and spent before the 
outside auditing takes place. The main 
change to the $129.3 million dollar dis-
trict budget came from governmental 
changes to school funding reporting and 
the inclusion of salary increases applied 
after contract negotiations with the 

teachers and support staff. The remain-
ing unrestricted general fund fell to $49 
million providing the District with a 
38% reserve and restricted funds came 
in at a 16% reserve. The District did not 
lose any money; it will just be reported 
in future school years as it is being uti-
lized. The additional money is mainly 
tied to federal ESSER III (Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency 
Relief) funds to mitigate pandemic 
learning challenges. The plan will be 
included in the Local Control 
Accountability Plan on the District web-
site. Trustee Dr. Vicki Calhoun request-
ed that evening study hall/ tutoring serv-
ices be included for every school site. 
Superintendent Dr. McLaughlin 
answered her by saying that the stake-
holder (DAC) District Advisory 
Committee is currently planning multi-
ple ways to utilize these funds over the 
next two years. 

  

Facilities Update   
Director of Facilities and Construction 

Todd Butcher gave his September facili-
ties update starting with deferred main-
tenance projects his team completed 
over the summer. He characterized these 
projects as not always exciting, but very 
important as everyone wants smooth 
roads and secure roofs that keep the rain 
out. He listed new asphalt and solar 
installations at BPHS, LHHS, and 
SOHS. Solar installations have been 
completed in TRHS, FUHS, and SHHS. 
SOHS received another roof replace-
ment and repair on additional buildings 
and a locker room. He updated the ongo-
ing new construction Bond I project list 
including the Fullerton Auditorium 
earthquake mitigation and ADA compli-
ance project projected to be completed 
in June 2022, updated science classroom 
completing in November of this year, 
and La Habra’s new aquatics facility 
projected to be completed in May 2022. 
The Facilities Construction team has 
certainly gotten their money’s worth out 
of what originally was projected to be a 
$143 million dollar bond that has been 
supplemented with State building 
money and additional funding streams to 
come together at a little over 194 million 
dollars’ worth of projects. Butcher and 
his team have consistently worked to 
ferret out any funding that can supple-

ment the projects and the final project 
list is very long. The last round of proj-
ects will focus on FUHS and SOHS 
aquatics facilities, finishing updated sci-
ence classrooms, and modernizing the 
previous La Habra Theater into a multi-
purpose lecture hall/small theater. 
Trustee Marilyn Buchi consistently 
monitors the District’s new construction 
fund to insure there is enough money to 
finish planned projects. Currently, 
Butcher projects an almost $6 million 
cushion between costs and available 
funds. 

  
Substitute Teacher  

Temporary Pay Increase   
The Trustees voted to temporarily 

increase wages of both daily and long-
term substitute teachers. The pandemic 
has created a huge shortage in available 
qualified substitute teachers and the 
District needed to raise wages to stay 
competitive with surrounding school 
districts. The daily wage will go from 
$125 to $160 a day and long-term wages 
will go from $140 to $185 a day. This 
raise will be in effect until June 2, 2022, 
and will be revisited by the Trustees at 
that time. 

  
Next scheduled regular school 

board meeting is set for October 12.

Museum of Teaching and Learning
This unique museum is the brainchild 

of Dr. Greta Nagel and some amazing 
educators and education supporters who 
felt “once an educator, always an educa-
tor.” Their goal was to develop an edu-
cational platform to bring education-
related stories to students in the form of 
traveling exhibitions and unique experi-
ences in learning. After 14 years of 
sending out traveling exhibitions that 
provided students with interactive expe-
riences throughout the West, MOTAL is 
now adding several new projects. Visit 
their website www.motal.org. It has 
easy-to-use links to interesting educa-
tion-related articles. Topics include such 
things as histories of artifacts from 
MOTAL’s collection (e.g. a “quiet” 
slate), stories that reminisce about edu-
cation in the past (the schoolyard mar-
bles champ), and eye-opening explana-

tions of education-related concepts 
(Why are  teachers mostly women?).  
New articles are added twice a week. A 
subscription is free. And now the muse-
um has its own YouTube channel—
NewMOTALYouTube. The website has 
easy-to-use links to all podcasts. One 
program features Fullerton Library's 
Janine Jacobs, the Director of Children's 
Services. In the interview, she discusses 
how the library worked with the schools 
during the COVID shutdown. Jacobs 
shares creative ways that her staff 
devised to work with students. Another 
program features Dustin Sober, a world 
history teacher and sports coach at a 
local high school. He talks about how he 
dealt with the challenges of the virtual 
classroom and attempting to keep his 
students training for the various sports 
they competed in during COVID. 

MOTAL creates its own exhibitions 
by partnering with subject matter 
experts and others who lend their 
insights and hard work. Individuals from 
universities and colleges throughout 
Southern California work with MOTAL 
board members to provide trustworthy 
information. Expert designers help turn 
visions into reality. Past topics include 
famous educators, school segregation 
and desegregation, and comparisons 
between education in China and the U.S. 
Hosts have included libraries, museums, 
colleges, courthouses, and schools. 
Fully installed exhibitions can take as 
much as 1800 square feet. 

THE NEXT MAJOR EXHIBITION 
will be a self-contained mobile museum. 
Thanks to a grant in the 2020-2021 
California State Budget, MOTAL can 
begin working on an exhibit about the 
importance of brain development in the 
first five years of a child’s life and how 
parents and others can provide support 
and stimulation to young children. 
Readers can check out the August 
Fullerton Observer for more informa-
tion about “Brain Odyssey: From 
Conception to Kindergarten.” 

In addition, MOTAL serves to prepare 
college students. Interns learn hands-on 

skills in a variety of arenas, including 
artifact research and preservation, exhi-
bition design, curriculum development, 
and visitation management along with 
preparation of online articles and social 
media features. 

MOTAL is a volunteer-run charitable 
nonprofit—501(c)(3)—devoted to 
informing and inspiring readers, listen-
ers, viewers, and visitors. The mission: 
“We educate people about education.” 

Greta Nagel: President/CEO 
Eva Postma: Vice President 
Mary Deming: Secretary 
Cheryl Stewart: Treasurer 
Denise Steedman: Podcast Project 

Director 
Mary Deming and Greta Nagel assist-

ed in writing this article.

Dear Readers: Since the last FSD School Board Meeting was the official Board 
evaluation of Dr. Pletka's current school performance review and a closed session, 
I decided to write about an extraordinary organization that some of you might have 
heard about—MOTAL: The Museum of Teaching and Learning. 

 
Would you like to carry 
the Fullerton Observer 

Newspaper in your place 
 of business? 

  
Let us know by e-mailing 

 contact@fullertonobserver.com 
 or calling (714) 525-6402.



TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 10th grade

SCHOOL SCENE by Erin, 7th grade
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WHAT’S TRENDING? by Irene, 10th grade

FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade
LET’S REMEMBER! by Mateo, 8th grade

 I decided to take a closer look at the 
recent Tiktok trend called “Devious 
Licks” that has inspired students across 
the country to vandalize their own 
schools by destroying and stealing 
things. I asked the principals of two 
local Fullerton schools: Mrs. Makely of 
Parks Jr. High and Mr. Whitten of Sunny 
Hills High School.  

They both said that damage was most-
ly done in boys restrooms and during 
school hours, whether that be passing 
periods or breaks. Some consequences 
include detention, suspension, paying 

for the damage, or if appropriate, arrest.  
“The word is out that we have caught 

those students who have participated in 
this activity and they have received 
severe consequences, so I do not antici-
pate more vandalism,” Mr. Whitten said.  
On the other hand, Mrs. Makely hopes 
parents at Parks “will have important 
conversations with their children at 
home,” but in the meantime the school 
will apply “meaningful and impactful 
consequences for those caught commit-
ting the vandalism.”

Throughout Fullerton, a handful of 
Little Free Libraries are scattered for 
lucky readers to find. Set up by owners 
who want to encourage literacy or who 
want to be generous to their neighbor-
hood, some of these libraries are hand 
built and some are also bought. The 
main purpose of this project, however, is 
to make visitors feel lucky after their 
serendipitous discovery, to lighten 
somebody’s day. A Little Free Library 
contains books that one can borrow, 
keep, or exchange. 

Personally, I think that Little Free 
Libraries should be more common in 
Fullerton. When I visit other libraries, I 
notice their unique features like signa-
ture signs, vibrant colors, and treats like 
crayons and activity books. As a proud 
owner of one, I feel ecstatic when I find 
our library’s door open and books bor-
rowed. In ours, we put a collection of 
children adventure stories, adult fiction, 
Korean poetry, and magazines. It makes 
my day to see that someone who passes 
the trails in our neighborhood has an 
opportunity to choose a variety of books 
to read. To foster a love of reading and 
to spread joy through sharing is definite-

ly a thoughtful contribution to make in 
Fullerton. For more information regard-
ing registered libraries, please visit 
https://littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/

Hispanic Heritage Month is an annual 
event in which we celebrate and appre-
ciate Hispanic and Latinx people and 
culture. From September 15 to October 
15, we acknowledge the culture and 
achievements of notable Hispanics and 
Latinx. They make up a huge portion of 
our community. As of 2020, 37.7% of 
the Fullerton population is Hispanic, 
according to California Demographics. 
This makes it the racial/ethnic group 
with the largest population in all of 
Fullerton by a fairly large margin, ahead 
of both the White (29.3%) and Asian 
(26.3%) groups. 

Among the remarkable personalities 
worth celebrating are those who paved 
the way not just for Hispanics, but also 
for many others in the United States. 
Cesar Chavez (Arizona) was a Mexican-
American civil rights activist who 
fought for the rights of many farmwork-
ers throughout the United States from 
the ’50s to the late ’80s. He knew what 
it was like to be a migrant farmworker 
who  faced the struggles of the Great 
Depression. After he died in 1993, he 
was awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom.  

Next, Roberto Clemente was a Puerto 
Rican baseball player for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. Not only was he a great player, 
having amassed exactly 3,000 total hits 
in his 18 seasons in the MLB, but he 
also was a great person off the field. He 
loved to help out others who lived in 
poor conditions during the offseason. 
This desire to help others ultimately led 

to his death. In 1972 the plane carrying 
his relief goods crashed near the Puerto 
Rican coast, killing him. He was induct-
ed into the Baseball Hall of Fame and 
got an award named after him, given 
each season to the player who con-
tributed most to their community.  

Finally, Ellen Ochoa (Los Angeles), a 
Hispanic astronaut and engineer, was the 
first Hispanic woman to travel into 
space, doing so on a nine-day mission. 
She was also the first Hispanic director 
of the Johnson Space Center,  proud co-
inventor of three patents, author of mul-
tiple technical papers, and an awardee of 
the Distinguished Service Medal, 
NASA’s highest honor. She even has six 
different schools named after her. 
Together, these people along with many 
other Hispanic/Latinx people proved to 
be significant contributors to today’s 
world, and this month is the perfect time 
to celebrate them. 

 
Some Hispanic Heritage  

events in Fullerton: 
CALSTATE FULLERTON 

Oct 5 - 11:30am -  Titan Table Talk: 
Resiliency in Latinx 
Oct 5 - 1:00pm -  Ni de Aqui, Ni de 
Alla: Queer Latinx Experiences 

FULLERTON COLLEGE 
Oct 7 - 10am  - What it's like to be 
Latino/a/x in the North OC Community 
College  
Oct 11- 4pm - Indigenous People's Day 
Sources: history.com, baseballhall.org, 
nasa.gov, california-demographics.com

Interested in adopting a sassy, sweet, 
sleek kitty? Maybe Miss Kitty is for 
you. This popular feline was adopted 
only a month after she was surrendered, 
but unfortunately the owner swiftly 
found out that she was allergic to cats. 

This beautiful cat was then welcomed 
into another home but did not get along 
with the residing cat. For the third time, 
she was the victim of circumstance 
again. For now, she is living at the OC 
Animal Shelter.  

Miss Kitty absolutely adores people, 
just like the social butterfly she is. This 
gorgeous kitty loves treats and enjoys a 
good grooming session, which helps 
keep this elegant feline clean and radi-
ant. Miss Kitty needs to be the only cat 

in the household, just like the queenly 
girlie she is. For more information 
please call (714) 935-6848 or go to 
ocpetinfo.com. 

DEVIOUS LICK:  
A Dangerous Trend  

That Steals the Spotlight

While TikTok has proven to be an 
entertaining social media platform, a 
recent trend that has taken over schools 
all across the U.S. demonstrates a dan-
gerous turn of events. The “Devious 
Lick” challenge, also known as 
“Diabolical Licks,” made its way into 
TikTok as the latest trend, encouraging 
teens to steal or vandalize school proper-
ty. From taking something as simple as a 
soap dispenser to smashing tile walls, 
some students have even gone as far as 

stealing urinals from their campus bath-
rooms. In response to school allegations 
and pressing incidents all over the coun-
try, TikTok has updated its guidelines 
and removed any content related to the 
trend. Though some viral trends manage 
to bring the good within the online com-
munity, others confirm the risks of com-
plying with the ways of social media. 

 
Source: www.usatoday.com

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 
Sept 15 to Oct 15Meet Miss Kitty

Fullerton Schools Fall Victim  
to Dangerous “Devious Lick” Trend

ENDANGERED ANIMAL TRIVIA: 
Q: What’s the most critically endangered leopard in the world? 
A: Amur leopards, who are hunted for their beautifully-spotted fur. Now there are 

only 60 to 80 leopards in the world. Another reason they are going extinct is because 
of habitat loss. These leopards are on the top of the food chain in their landscape, 
and if hypothetically they went extinct, some species would go crazy and forests and 
the landscape would change.

Little FREE Libraries  
in Fullerton

Tegan standing by the Little Free 
Library her family put up to share books 
with the community.

KIDS RULE! by Tegan, 4th grade

I saw it in the FULLERTON OBSERVER 

Happy Anniversary Francine! 
Eight years as a volunteer  

with the Fullerton Observer. 



UNTIL OCTOBER 7 
• 12pm-5pm:  '50 Faces'  
Monday - Friday A showcase of con-
temporary mosaic artwork from the 
Scuola Mosaicisti del Friuli in Italy. 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center. 1201 W 
Malvern Ave, Fullerton. (714) 738-
6595,  
 

OCTOBER 17 
• 10am-3pm: Glitterfest 
Beautiful, whimsical, fanciful mixed 
media art, jewelry and vintage goodies 
created by various artists. $7.00 
Admission. Spring Field Banquet 
Center 501 N Harbor Blvd, Fullerton 
www.Glitterfest.com 
 

THRU NOV 7 
• 10am-1pm: The Art of Survival: 
Enduring the Turmoil of Tule 
Lake Tue, Sat & Sun      
This is a traveling exhibition probing 
the complexity of Tule Lake, the 
Japanese American confinement site in 
Newell, CA. Fullerton Arboretum  
1900 Associated Rd • (657) 278-3407 

 
THRU DEC 18 

• 11am-4pm: Kim Abeles: Smog 
Collectors, 1987-2020 Monday - 
Thurs & Saturday. Artist Kim Abeles  
examines a range of scientific data and 
its unexpected visual presentation that 
prompts the viewer to reconsider the air 
we breathe. CSUF's Begovich Gallery 
800 N. State College Blvd, Fullerton. 
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• Every Monday 12:30pm-2:30pm: 
FREE Senior Bingo  No Registration. 
Fullerton Community Center - Grand 
Hall.  340 W Commonwealth Ave More 
info (714) 738-6575.   
 
•   Every Monday & Wednesday 8am: 
Walk & Talk Fullerton Community 
Center, 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 
More info (714) 738-6575.  
 
•    Every Tuesday 6 - 8 pm: Dancing 
Social $2: Fullerton Community Center, 
340 W Commonwealth Ave. More info 
(714) 738-6575.  
 
•    Every Wednesday 9am - 11am:  
Line Dance Lessons: $3 drop-in, $20 
resident/$26 nonresident Fullerton 
Community Center, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. More info (714) 
738-6575.  

 
• Every Thursday 9:15am-11am: 
Reading Club Fullerton Community 
Center, 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 
More info (714) 738-6575.  
 
• Movie Matinee $1 10am-1pm 

Friday, Oct 08.........Cruella 
Friday, Oct 22.........Hocus Pocus 

Fullerton Community Center 
340 W Commonwealth Ave  
(714) 738-6575 
www.fullertoncommunitycenter.com 

Family Fun
•   Every Tuesday & Thursday 8-11am: 
Table Tennis & Pickleball.  $3 resident 
/ $4 non-resident.  Fullerton Community 
Center, 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 
More info (714) 738-6575.   
 
•  Every Wednesday 8:30am-12:30pm: 
Fullerton’s Certified Farmers 
Market. Now Behind the Community 
Center. Shop for fresh fruit, vegetables, 
eggs, honey, fish, flowers, plants, bread 
& more. Fullerton Community Center - 
340 W Commonwealth Ave  
 
• Every Thursday 4pm-8pm: 
Downtown Fullerton Market. Enjoy 
live music. Museum Beer Garden is 
open too! Downtown Fullerton Plaza. 
125 E Wilshire Ave  BAND LINE-UP: 

Oct 07 ..... Altar Billies 
Oct 14 ..... Show Killers 
Oct 21 ..... Darden Sisters 
Oct 28 ..... Soundbytes

Music and Libations

Seniors Only (50+)Art Shows

See more calendar events www.fullertonobserver.com 
Send calendar events to ads@fullertonobserver.com

FRI OCTOBER 8 
• 6:30pm: Symphony on the Go! pre-
senting chamber music at Independence 
Park, 801 W. Valencia Dr, 
www.PacificSymphony.org/SOTG  
 

SAT OCTOBER 9 
• 8pm: Fullerton Jazz Orchestra & 
Fullerton Jazz Chamber Ensemble. 
Bill Cunliffe, director with Gilbert 
Castellanos, trumpet and Rudolfo 
Zùñiga, drums also featuring Cal State 
Fullerton Community College. Cal State 
Fullerton. Meng Concert Hall 800 N 
State College Blvd $10 
https://artstickets.fullerton.edu/Theatre
Manager/1/tmEvent/tmEvent1391.html 
 

SAT OCTOBER 9 
• 7:00pm-10:00pm: The Ron 
Kobayashi Trio. The best jazz group in 
Orange County will be at Les Amis, 128 
W Wilshire Ave.  
 

THURS OCTOBER 14 
• 7:30pm: Spencer Day. The #1 
Billboard jazz/pop singer & songwriter 
presents a concert based on his upcom-
ing album, "Broadway by Day". $30 
non-member, $20 student/senior, $15 
member. Tickets must be bought in 
advance through https://themuck.org. 

Fullerton Arboretum $5 
The Arboretum is a fun, free place for 
all to learn about wildlife conservation 
and research. 26 acers of nature scapes. 
Wednesday - Monday, 9 am - 4 pm 
1900 Associated Rd • (657) 278-3407 
 
Sunday 7:30am-8:30am: Free Zumba 
Classes at Hillcrest Park.  1200 N 
Harbor Blvd. Donations welcome.

Outdoor Fun

SAT OCTOBER 30 
• 7:00pm-10:00pm: The Ron 
Kobayashi Trio. The best jazz group in 
Orange County will be at Les Amis, 128 
W Wilshire Ave.  
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HITS & MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2021

“Dear Evan Hansen” appeared first as 
a book by Steven Levenson then, with 
an adaptation by the author, as a 
Broadway musical, directed by Stephen 
Chbosky. The musical went on to win 
six Tony awards in the 2017 Awards cer-
emony. Now it has been transformed 
into a film, also directed by Chbosky 
and starring Ben Platt, the show’s Tony 
winner for Best Actor in a Musical.  
Reprising the role he played on 
Broadway, Platt, now 28 years old, is 
still cast as 17-year-old Evan. The other 
stars from the Broadway show have 
been replaced by Hollywood actors. 

Teenage angst has been a theme in 
several books, plays, and movies, but 
the twist that “Dear Evan Hansen” pro-
vides to this theme is the moral provoca-
tion brought about by the slippery slope 
Evan falls into even as he is sorting 
through his own neediness. 

Now a high school senior, Evan lives 
with his mother, Heide (Julianne 
Moore), a nurse who takes long over-
time shifts at the hospital in order to 
save money for Evan to go to college. 
We meet Evan on the first day of school 
wearing a cast on his left arm, the result 
of a fall from a tree in a nearby forest. As 
he goes to his locker, he is confronted by 
another outcast, but this one an aggres-
sive bully, Connor Murphy (Colton 
Ryan). 

Because the movie is a musical, we 
learn what is going on in Evan’s head as 
he proceeds down the hall and sings 
about being lonely and shy around other 
students and wishing he had friends. 
Most of the interior monologues in the 
movie are conveyed by song lyrics. We 
also learn that Evan’s mother, worrying 
about her son’s lack of self-esteem, has 
sent him to a therapist, who has assigned 
Evan the task of writing a Dear Evan 
Hansen letter to himself expanding upon 
his anxieties and balancing these with 
his strong, positive traits. Dashing off a 
letter on his computer before he leaves 
for school, Evan puts it in his shirt pock-
et. But when Connor pushes against 
Evan in the hallway he grabs the letter 

and puts it in his own pocket. 
By the next day, the news is out that 

Connor Murphy has killed himself. 
Because he was an unfriendly bully, his 
fellow students express surprise but not 
much sadness. The great surprise to all, 
both his fellow students and his grieving 
family, is that the only item found on 
Connor’s body is a letter to Evan 
Hansen pouring out his loneliness and 
inability to make friends. Connor’s 
grieving parents, finding comfort in see-
ing this letter and assuming that it was 
written by their son, contact Evan and 
tell him what solace they are finding 
when they learn that Conner had one 
friend in whom he could confide. 

Mr. and Mrs. Murphy (Danny Pino, 
Amy Adams) seek out Evan and express 
their gratitude to him for befriending 
their troubled son and the comfort they 
find in knowing that he had at least one 
trusted friend. Befuddled by the mix-up 
and unwilling to confront the grieving 
parents with the truth, Evan does not 
immediately respond. By taking the easy 
road and sliding into the mistaken situa-
tion, Evan embraces the lie he did not 
invent but does not have the strength to 
refute.  

The lie takes on a life of its own. Soon 
the whole school is talking about Evan’s 
kindness in befriending the outcast 
Connor. The Murphys are inviting Evan 
into their home and showering him with 
kindness and gratitude. The student 
body president plans a memorial in 
honor of Connor, and Evan is asked to 
be the speaker. Evan’s speech is 
expressed musically and becomes the 
show’s biggest solo—“You Will be 
Found.” We know that eventually the 
misrepresentation will be discovered 
and Evan will have to own up to the lie 
he didn’t invent but has conveniently 
embraced.  

The premise on which the plot of the 
show and the movie is based does not 
inherently lend itself to a musical, yet 
the Broadway show seems to have gar-
nered more praise and attention  than the 
film. The movie has strong production 
values and two outstanding performanc-
es. Julianne Moore is convincing at all 
times as the loving and hard-working 
mother trying to help her son make it 
through a difficult adolescence, and 
Amy Adams is equally impressive as 
Connor’s grieving mother looking for 
avenues of solace for her sorrow. 

“Dear Evan Hansen” can be seen in 
movie theaters.

DEAR EVAN HANSEN:  A Hit and a Miss

TWO HITS: DEFINITELY SEE IT! 
A HIT & A MISS: YOU MIGHT LIKE IT. 
TWO MISSES: DON’T BOTHER.

More Calendar Events

SUN OCTOBER 3  
•  9am-3pm: 27th Annual Muck 
Motor Car Show Live music by Janet 
Klien & the Parlor Boys from 11am to 
1pm. Browse classic cars, hot rods, and 
vintage motorcycles and travel trailers.  
Rides, specialty foods, artisan beer.    
Proceeds support children art programs. 
$5. Muckenthaler Cultural Center 
grounds, 1201 W Malvern, Fullerton. 
For tickets and parking information visit 
www.themuck.org. 
 

TUES OCT 5 & THURS OCT 7 
• 10am-8pm: Sew a Giant Pumpkin 
Plushie Workshop with Marsha Judd 
This soft sculpture is perfect for decora-
tion for Halloween and Thanksgiving. 
Amaze yourself and your friends with 
this playful and beginning sewing proj-
ect. 

Workshop Dates:  10/5 and 10/7 
10am-12pm: TK and Mommy Class 

1pm-3pm: Adults/Seniors 
3pm-5pm: Youth/Teens 
6pm-8pm: Family Class 

Each 2 hour session is $50 per person. 
All tools and materials will be provided. 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 1201 W 
Malvern, Fullerton. For tickets  
www.themuck.org. 
 

WED OCTOBER 6  
• 9am- 11am: Coffee with a cop. Join 
the Fullerton Police Dept for coffee. 
Police will be there to answer your 
questions, and talk about Fullerton. 
Starbucks, 1101 S harbor Blvd, 
Fullerton.  
 

SAT OCTOBER 9  
• 9:30am-11am: Friends of Coyote 
Hills Free Nature Walk meet at the 
Laguna Lake Equestrian Center on 
Lakeview Dr. just east of Euclid in 
Fullerton to join a moderate 2-mile 
guided tour (with some uphill climbing) 
suitable for the whole family. Dogs are 
welcome on a leash. Wear comfortable 
shoes and bring water to drink. 
 

 SAT OCT 16 & SUN OCT 17  
• 9am-11am: Artistic License Fair fea-
tures one-of-a-kind traditional and con-
temporary crafts from over 50 Orange, 
LA and Riverside County artisans. Free 
admission. Muckenthaler Cultural 
Center grounds,  1201 W. Malvern, 
Fullerton. 

SAT OCTOBER 16  
• 9am-11am: Annual Fundraiser Gala   
Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 1201 W 
Malvern, Fullerton. $100 tickets avail-
able at www.themuck.org. 
 

SAT OCTOBER 23  
 • 4pm-6pm: Free Design Workshop 
features artists Amy Redfeather and 
Rowan Harrison leading a hands-on 
class exploring geometrics, design, pat-
terns, Native culture and history - where 
you get to take home the plate you cre-
ate. Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 1201 
W Malvern, Fullerton, Free but register 
at www.themuck.org. 
 

TUES OCTOBER 26  
• 6pm-7:30pm: Fullerton's Unique 
Urban Forest Free Community 
Workshop will take place at Fullerton 
Community Center, 340 W. 
Commonwealth. Your opinion matters. 
Questions about Fullerton's Tree pro-
gram will be answered by City Tree 
Service Inspector Roger Cardenas and 
the city's contract tree service West 
Coast Arborists. Call Roger Cardenas at 
(714)738-5363 or email Roger.carde-
nas@cityoffullerton.com with questions. 
  
 

THURS OCT 28 THRU DEC 9  
• 12pm-2pm Thurs: Land as Kin 
Exhibit is inspired by Southern 
California native people's relationship to 
the land. Photography, paintings, maps, 
flags, portraits, beadwork, and ceramics. 
Curated by Amy Redfeather. Opening 
reception is Oct 28 at 6:30pm. Free. at 
the Muckenthaler Cultural Center 
Galleries, 1201 W Malvern, Fullerton,  
For more info visit www.landaskin.org. 

 
THURS OCTOBER 28  

• 7:30pm-9:30pm: Dia de los Muertos 
Celebration features performances by 
Mariachi Garibaldi de Jaime Cuellar and 
Ballet Folklorico de Los Angeles. $35 
($20/student/senior, $15/member). 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 1201 W 
Malvern, Fullerton. Buy tickets online at 
www.themuck.org. 
 

WED NOVEMBER 17  
• 6pm:  Volunteer and Career 
Pathways in Urban Forestry a free 
workshop held at the City Maintenance 
Basque Yard, 1580 W Commonwealth. 
Call or email Roger Cardenas at (714) 
738-5363, Roger.cardenas@cityoffuller-
ton.com with questions. 
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Observing History  
at Orange County’s  

Oldest Public Cemetery

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2021

On a hazy morning in late September, 
a thin layer of mist lingered over the 
gravestones at the Anaheim Cemetery, 
the oldest of Orange County’s three pub-
lic graveyards. Sitting in the middle of a 
suburban neighborhood, the historic 
cemetery is located on a plot of land that 
dates back to 1866. Home to the oldest 
community mausoleum on the West 
Coast and four family mausoleums, 
Anaheim Cemetery is the final resting 
place for over 500 war veterans, several 
thousand early settlers of North Orange 
County, and members of families living 
in the area. 

According to the Anaheim Historical 
Society’s pamphlet, while the grave-
yards found at Mission San Juan 
Capistrano and the Yorba family ceme-
tery “had served the needs of the pas-
toral life of the Ranchos,” Anaheim’s 
mostly German settlers, founders of the 
Los Angeles Vineyard Society, had not 
“established parish churchyards for the 
burial of their dead.” This meant they 
had to set up small burial grounds on 
their own properties, burying their dead 
in the corners of their vineyard lots. 
Anaheim’s founders eventually needed 
more space to house their dearly depart-
ed. In 1866, they bought several acres of 
farmland east of the city for $100 to 
expand their family burial plots. 

The grounds have increased in size 
over the years to meet the shifting needs 
of the Anaheim community. In fact, 
according to the OC Cemetery District 
website, “Between 1914 and 1917, a 
massive beautification effort was under-
taken” to fix up the cemetery including 
grading the roads, seeding the lawns, 
and constructing the beautiful 
Community Mausoleum. Today, the 
cemetery encompasses 16 acres in total.  

Originally, the grave markers in the 
Anaheim Cemetery were constructed 
out of wood. However, none of these 
remain on the grounds today since most 
were “lost to fires intentionally set to 
burn off weeds when the cemetery was 
just dirt and not the irrigated grass we 
see today.” The markers have since been 
replaced by stone monuments and mau-
soleums. 

When the first burial in the cemetery 
took place in 1867, “endowment care 
was not considered, as families took 
great pride in caring for their loved 
ones’ resting places,” according to the 
2019 Anaheim Historical Tour Program. 
But as time went by, some families were 
unable to personally take care of their 
lost ones’ grave sites, and the local 
cemetery began to fall into disrepair. 

According to a 2005 Los Angeles 

Times article by Jean O. Pasco, “From 
1867 until 1985, Anaheim Cemetery 
operated as its own cemetery district, 
with burial open only to Anaheim resi-
dents.” But, in 1985, Orange County 
officials merged three cemetery districts 
– El Toro Memorial Park, Santa Ana 
Cemetery, and Anaheim Cemetery – to 
establish the Orange County Cemetery 
District, “the largest such district in the 
State.” This allowed the District to care 
for the historic grounds while also pro-
viding affordable burial services for the 
public.  Today, residents of the County 
and their families can be buried in any of 
the three cemeteries. 

Entering the cemetery from East 
Sycamore Street, I first noticed at the far 
end of the grounds the Pioneer 
Memorial Archway, the original 
entrance to the cemetery. According to 
the OC Cemetery 
District’s website, it was 
built in 1917 and was 
financed through a dona-
tion by Frederick 
Hartmann at a cost of 
$5,000. The three arches 
are supposed to represent 
passing from this world 
over to the next. Mounted 
urns on the sides of the 
structure symbolize hope 
in the afterlife. As 
Anaheim grew and 
changed over the years, 
the entrance was relocat-
ed. 

The mausoleum gates 
were locked when I visit-
ed but some of the flat 
gravestones in front of it 
were decorated to celebrate the memory 
of the people buried there. 

I found a gravestone for a member of 
the Hetebrink family, a prominent fami-
ly associated with two historic houses 
here in Fullerton. Many members of the 
Hetebrink Family are buried at the 
Anaheim Cemetery. Also among the list 
of Fullertonians buried at the cemetery 
is actor John Raitt, best known for his 
role in the film “The Pajama Game,” 
who graduated from Fullerton Union 
High School and eventually went on to 
Broadway fame. 

In one of the oldest sections of the 
Anaheim Cemetery, I found the 
Schumacher Mausoleum, an interesting 
Greek Revival structure whose date of 
construction is unknown. Members of 
the Schumacher Family have played 
prominent roles in both the history of 
Anaheim and Fullerton. Peter A. 
Schumacher, a native of Germany who 

died in 1933, was a supporter of down-
town Fullerton who donated to help 
finance the construction of the 
California Hotel, one of Fullerton’s first 
landmark buildings.  

I found some graves covered in what 
looked like a green, moss-colored sub-
stance, which could be, according to the 
Historical Society’s pamphlet “a centu-

ry’s worth of lime 
deposits left on the stones 
from Anaheim’s mineral-
rich water.” There were 
also groups of stones sig-
nifying the final resting 
places of 56 Civil War 
veterans buried at the 
cemetery. 

Moving over to the left 
side of the grounds, I 
found three other private 
family mausoleums: the 
L a n g e n b e r g e r 
Mausoleum for 
Anaheim’s first pioneer 
family; the Hartmann 
Mausoleum, the most 
expensive privately-
owned structure in the 
cemetery; and the Rimpau 

Mausoleum, which resembles an old 
Spanish mission church and is the rest-
ing place for Natalia Rimpau, the main 
force behind establishing the St. 
Boniface Catholic Church in Anaheim.  

Stepping off the main road, which 
loops around the cemetery, I took time 
to look at the Dwyer Pioneer 
Monument, the Kraemer Monument, 
and the Chinese Cemetery found in the 
southeast corner. According to the 
Anaheim Historical Society, “Early 
Anaheim had a significant Chinese pop-
ulation.” Approximately 700 Chinese 
immigrants were brought to the area “as 
an inexpensive labor force in the vine-
yards.” According to the 2019 Anaheim 
Historical Tour Program pamphlet, 
“While the local Germans reported the 
customs, religion, and dining choices of 
their Chinese neighbors to be confusing 
and unknown, Anaheim was the most 
tolerant and friendly of our local cities, 

which may account for the Chinatown 
on Chartres Street being the largest in 
Orange County.” Early Anaheim’s 
Chinatown was populated mostly by 
agricultural workers. 

As Anaheim’s Chinese pioneers 
passed away, their families were granted 
a section of the cemetery “strictly for 
their own use,” separate from the 
European settlers, who make up the 
majority of burials. However, these 
graves were considered temporary 
because, culturally, the Chinese believed 
that it was shameful for a family to leave 
their departed in American soil. So, until 
the family could save enough money to 
ship their loved ones home for burial in 
China, they were buried at the Anaheim 
Cemetery. It’s believed that there were 
33 Chinese burials, but the lack of mark-
ers combined with “the practice of exhu-
mation and reburial,” means that the 
final number of burials is uncertain. To 
honor the nearly forgotten Chinese pio-
neers of Anaheim, the Orange County 
Cemetery District memorialized these 
pioneers by planting a grove of Dawn 
Redwood trees in September 1989. 

 Crossing to the central part of the 
cemetery, I spotted healthy Camphor 
trees providing shade over the grave-
stones. Notable burials here include: Dr. 
John and Sophie Heyermann, an early 
Anaheim physician and civic leader; 
Timothy Carroll who planted the huge 
Morton Bay Fig that’s a prominent land-
mark at Founder’s Park in Anaheim; and 
Donna Vicente y Serrano Sepulveda 
Yorba Carillo, a member of one of 
Southern California’s pioneer families. 

Each grave marker has a story to tell. 
Taking the time to research and remem-
ber the names of the people buried at the 
Anaheim Cemetery will lead you on an 
interesting journey through Southern 
California’s past. Some of these stories 
are heartbreaking, while others are 
uplifting, but there are many stories to 
look into at the historic Anaheim 
Cemetery. The cemetery is open every 
day from 8am to 5pm and is located at 
1400 E. Sycamore Street in Anaheim. 

 

BOOKS WANTED 

OLDER  

ENGINEERING 

PHYSICS,  

MATH &  

TECHNICAL 

BOOKS 

PURCHASED 

 

LARGE  

COLLECTIONS  

(30+ BOOKS) 

PREFERRED  
Call  

Deborah:  

(714) 528-8297

  
 
Taking the time 
 to research and 
remember the 
names of the  
people buried  

at the Anaheim 
Cemetery will  
lead you on an 

interesting journey 
through Southern 
California’s past. 

A view through the Pioneer Memorial Archway into Anaheim Public Cemetery.
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AS AFGHAN REFUGEES ARRIVE IN 
CALIFORNIA, MANY REMAIN TRAPPED AND  

IN DANGER BACK HOME

by Jesse La Tour 
  
Fatima is an Afghan American woman 

living in Orange County who is afraid 
for her family who are still in 
Afghanistan. She is not alone. 

As Afghan refugees begin to arrive in 
various American cities, Afghans who 
live here live in uncertainty and fear for 
those who were not evacuated when the 
Taliban took power in August. 

Fatima’s mother was the head teacher 
of a girls school in Kabul. Her sister was 
a lecturer at the University of Kabul. 
Since the Taliban took power, her moth-
er and her sister have not been able to  
return to work and her whole family 
lives in fear for their 
lives. 

“They are in a state of 
survival. They are 
scared for their lives,” 
she said. 

Fatima, who was born 
during the Soviet-
Afghan war, fled to 
Pakistan, then to 
England where she 
earned her Master’s 
degree in psychology. 
She got married in 2020 
and moved to America. 

“I want to raise my 
voice for those girls and 
women in Afghanistan. 
This is the 21st century 
and everybody has to 
have basic human rights,” she said. 

Khaled is another Afghan American 
living in Orange County who owns a 
media company and a record label that 
represents Afghan artists. 

“Unfortunately, with the Taliban in 
power now artists can’t even come out 
of their homes,” Khaled said. “I’m get-
ting a lot of calls from artists I have 
signed who are crying, saying we have 
worked for the past 20 years to make a 
career for ourselves and we cannot do 
anything. They have prohibited popular 
music so they are in hiding right now.” 

 Khaled was born in Afghanistan. He 
worked for Tolo TV, one of the most 
prominent TV stations in Afghanistan. 
He left Afghanistan in 2011 and applied 
for asylum in America. 

His brother, a journalist, is in hiding 
and also afraid for his life. 

“The Taliban are searching homes 
every night taking out artists, journal-
ists, and women activists. They take 

them away and beat them and kill 
them,” he said. “For women, for jour-
nalists, for artists it’s like everything is 
gone.” 

Khaled says he has tried to contact 
and get support from congressmembers 
but has not gotten any help. 

Fatah, born in Afghanistan, is a jour-
nalist in Orange County. 

“My dad was a senator for 27 years in 
Afghanistan. When the mujahideen 
regime came to power in Afghanistan, 
they killed my seven brothers and 275 
members of my family,” he said. 

His father refused to work with the 
communist Soviet government. In 1991, 
Fatah and his family fled to Germany, 

then to the United States. 
He came to the US in 

2004 with his wife and four 
children. He worked with 
the US military as an inter-
preter and a cultural advi-
sor. In 2013, he moved to 
Orange County. Now he 
hosts a show on Ariana TV, 
an Afghan American net-
work. 

“The purpose of the 
show is I want to change 
the lives of people because 
many are so depressed,” 
Fatah said. “My show is 
about positivity and peace. 
I work with some charities 
helping poor women and 
children in Afghanistan.” 

Since the Taliban took over, Fatah has 
been trying to help Afghans to get their 
immigration paperwork to get out. 

“I try, but it is not in my hands,” he 
said. “I only work with the paperwork. 
I’ve talked with congressmembers, but 
no one is helping me. There are still 
thousands in Kabul and nobody is help-
ing them. People contact me saying, 
‘Please help me. Please take me out of 
Afghanistan. Take me out of Kabul. 
Every day they are coming and search-
ing our houses.' If someone used to 
work with the former government, they 
take them away and they do not come 
back.” 

When asked what Americans should 
do, Fatah said, “We have to recognize 
how bad it is in Afghanistan. Women 
cannot go outside. Women cannot work. 
We need the American government to 
bring them here.” 

Ghezal is the wife of Qaisar Waheed 
Shabir, Imam of the Islamic Center of 

Fullerton. She is part of the Afghan dias-
pora who escaped during the Soviet-
Afghan War. When her father refused to 
work with the communist government, 
her family fled. 

“We escaped in the middle of the 
night, and we traveled through the 
Hindu Kush mountains on donkeys,” 
she said. “I was four years old. I have 
memories of losing my shoe when I fell 
off my donkey. It was very cold and we 
escaped through the mountains for 12 
days to reach Pakistan. We could literal-
ly hear the Russian rockets while we 
were escaping.” 

She remembers the hospitality of the 
poor people they encountered in the 
mountains.“They would slaughter their 
last animal for us,” she said. 

Her family escaped to Pakistan, and 
then to Germany. “A lot of the diaspora 
went to Germany because they had a 
more open immigration policy,” she 
said. 

Eventually, her family immigrated to 
the United States. Ghezal, who still has 
family in Afghanistan, says that the 
Taliban are “outside the fold of Islam.” 

“You’re not allowed to decapitate a 
head in Islam. You’re not allowed to tor-
ture. You’re not allowed to punish any-
body during a time of war and poverty,” 
she said. “Islam does not require women 
to cover their faces and not be a part of 
society. The prophet Muhammad’s first 
wife was a businesswoman. His last 
wife used to give public lectures. Yet the 
Taliban took out all the female teach-
ers.” 

Ghezal, and every Afghan American 
interviewed for this article, wants 
Americans to know about the atrocities 
and persecution the Taliban is commit-
ting against women and ethnic minori-
ties like the Tajiks and the Hazaras, 
specifically in Panjishir province. Many 
of them pointed to the involvement of 
Pakistan, although    Abdul Jabbar 
Memon, Consul General of Pakistan in 
Los Angeles has denied any direct 
involvement except protecting their bor-
der. 

“As someone from the diaspora, when 
you become a refugee, it’s not like 
you’re going somewhere to make a per-
manent home. You’re usually thinking 
that if the situation improves, you’re 
going to go back,” she said. “To the 
international community, I would say to 
raise your voices and make sure the 
humanitarian aid does not stop.” 

The Islamic Center of Fullerton was 
originally composed of Muslim 
Vietnamese, many of whom were 
refugees from the Vietnam War. “Many 
were refugees, so they really understand 
the plight of the refugee,” Imam Qaisar 
said. 

  
Aid for Refugees   

Access California Services (ACS) is a 
nonprofit in Anaheim helping with 
refugee aid and resettlement services. 

According to Nahla Kayali, Director 
of ACS, around 5,000 Afghan refugees 
are expected to arrive in California. 
About 200 of these will be resettled in 
Orange County. 

“We help them with employment, 
ESL classes, housing, and finding jobs,” 
Kayali said. 

The biggest need for Afghan refugees 
is housing. “To get an apartment here 
you have to have a good credit score, a 
cosigner, and a good amount of money 
in the bank,” Kayali said. “These 
refugees probably don’t have those 
things, so it’s hard for them to find hous-
ing. We’re working to find solutions to 
these challenges.” 

Those who wish to help Afghan 
refugees may contact Access California 
Services or the Islamic Center of 
Fullerton.  

Access California Services:  
(714) 917-0440  

www.accesscal.org 
 

Islamic Center of Fullerton: 
(714) 519-3599 

www.fullertonmasjid.org

  
 
“I want to raise  

my voice for  
those girls and 

women in 
Afghanistan.  

This is the 21st  
century and  

everybody has  
to have basic 

human rights.”

Access California Services in Anaheim provides services to newly-arriving Afghan 
refugees. PHOTO COURTESY OF ACCESS CALIFORNIA SERVICES.



Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed mainly by local volunteers who 
create, publish, and distribute the paper 
throughout our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one- 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2021

I’m all for comity, a word derived 
from the Latin for courtesy. Somewhat 
surprisingly, it may be related to come-
dy, possibly deriving from the Sanskrit 
word for “he smiled.” Both comity and 
comedy want to bring smiles to the com-
munity. We truly need them both. 

You may know that my first paid 
speaking gigs were for doing stand-up 
comedy. I did political humor—much 
more indebted to Mort Sahl than Milton 
Berle. Not one mother-in-law joke. This 
was natural since, at 16, I didn’t have a 
mother-in-law. 

I didn’t steal Sahl’s 
act, only his attitude of 
finding humor in the 
folly of public figures 
and contemporary 
mores. I did borrow 
Sahl’s branded category 
of Iconoclast. “The orig-
inal meaning of icono-
clast comes from St. 
Vladimir, who, upon 
converting the people of 
Kiev to Christianity, had 
them cast their idols into 
the Dnieper river. The 
idols, however, had the 
last laugh. They were re-
purposed and reborn as 
Christian icons. 

The lesson here is that 
you can go after society’s icons, but they 
don’t stay drowned. They have the 
power to adapt. A pagan idol becomes a 
Christian saint and the saint’s image 
becomes an object of special holiness—
in other words, an idol. 

There’s a certain futility in being an 
iconoclast, but it’s worthwhile to ques-
tion any society’s values, idols, and ene-
mies. Lessons do get learned, but they 
usually must be re-learned. At times I’m 
discouraged but seldom distraught that 
old battles that I’d believed won, now 
must be refought. In compensation, old 
defeats need not be final. Neither the 
good nor the bad is eternal. 

I’m a great believer in comedy and 
laughter. They are subversive and 
bypass opinion, prejudice, and our intel-
lectual defenses. They get to our bodies 
and make us laugh—even against our 
will. Today’s humor is often censored by 
the tyranny of the most sensitive. This is 
understandable because humor is often 
offensive. A rapier-like wit can prick the 

bubbles of both sensitivity and pompos-
ity. Today joking is socially fraught, yet 
yelling, screaming, and even threatening 
are seemingly acceptable. 

We’ve always had great political 
issues—civil rights, civil war, ecology, 
the role of government in our lives and 
the relationship of the individual to the 
larger society. We’ve also always had 
strife, arguments, riots, name-calling, 
and thuggery. Today isn’t so different. 
Yet it feels very different. 

We’ve forsaken the gentle hypocrisy 
of manners for the brutal and unvar-

nished “truths.” Of 
course, it would have 
been entertaining to read 
the thought bubbles over 
the heads of members of 
Parliament or of our 
Congress and translate 
“My learned friend” to 
“You barbarous moron.” 
But peace in society, the 
world and our homes 
depends not on “the 
whole truth, the plain 
truth and nothing but the 
truth,” but instead on 
sanding the rough edges 
of our truths. 

We seem to have 
exchanged our desire to 
be understood for our 

need to be heard. So, we shout. We 
insult. We fight to win, but only the bat-
tle and not the greater issue. As a society, 
we have become enormously self-indul-
gent. We have few limitations on our 
words, and too often our words influ-
ence our thinking instead of our thinking 
influencing our words. 

Once upon a time I had a talk show on 
radio. As with much of my writing and 
speaking, I dealt with social and political 
issues. Being relatively moderate in my 
politics, though clearly on the liberal 
side on most, but not all, controversies, I 
didn’t find all my callers to be devotees. 
Many gave me cogent reasons to con-
vince me how wrong I was. I listened. 
Sometimes they expanded my mind but 
almost every time, they made me think 
and re-think my positions. In the 
absence of cursing, name-calling, and 
vitriol, we could talk because we lis-
tened. 

Though confrontational arguments 
and insults were part of entertainment 

Stand up Comity

from Joe Pine to Wally George, that was 
not the dominant media culture. 
However, they started something that’s 
toxic. Talk radio and TV changed. The 
measured and informed tones of an Eric 
Sevareid or a William F Buckley Jr. 
were replaced by shouting pundits 
spouting talking points and questioning 
the decency of those who disagreed. We 
became highly disagreeable. Ironically, 
much of this nastiness was an act. It was 
frequently motivated by entertainment 
values and the belief that heat was better 
for ratings than light, and shouting was 
more entertaining than reasoning. 

Instead of either comedy or comity, 
we got farce—arguments over-stuffed to 
the point of absurdity. I’m confident that 
more than half of the attacks and accusa-
tions hurled by and at candidates and 
their surrogates aren’t believed by the 
hurlers. And I know, from personal 
experience, that talkshow media pundits 
are often instructed to be confrontational 
for the sake of the sound bites and rat-
ings.  We are tearing apart the fabric of 
our society with anger both real and cyn-
ically feigned. 

Real people see and hear the charges; 
they feel the anger and copy the dehu-
manizing of adversaries. This does our 
nation a great and damaging disservice.  

The remedy isn’t to stifle ourselves 
and act nice. Though we might let our 
words and actions be touched by the 
moderating notion that our adversaries 
are also humans with feelings, it could 
plausibly be the case that when we stop 
shouting, we might actually be heard.  

Comity is something to be desired. 
However, it isn’t surrender. Our world is 
complex enough that answers are not 
always obvious, and we will disagree. 
Our method of helping to make our soci-
ety more united is to practice comity. 
That doesn’t mean withholding our val-
ues and visions. We still need to stand up 
for our values. This means for each of us 
to perform stand up comity.

  
Lessons do get 

learned, but they 
usually must be  

re-learned.  
At times I’m  

discouraged but  
seldom distraught 

that old battles  
that I’d believed  
won, now must  

be refought.
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Fullerton College 
Parking

I am writing in response to the recent 
letter by D. James. 

I have been a homeowner for over 56 
years in the Chapman Park subdivision 
located two blocks from the college. 

For years as the enrollment increased 
at the school we saw more and more 
cars filling our neighborhood. We asked 
the City for help. We pay $10 per year to 
park on our street, and $2 per year per 
extra car. I gladly pay $10 to park for a 
year. 

The State has been building parking 
garages at the school. I think that the 
students should help the tax payers pay 
for these structures. Believe the last 
enrollment was 47,000. 

 
N. Holmberg 

Fullerton

 
HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION  

 
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the commu-

nity.  The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. 
Opinions are those of the writer.  We must verify your identity, but we 
allow initials only and town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in 
print if a reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. 
Opinions sent to us without name, address and phone number will not 
be printed. Due to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of 
getting in. Please add your contact information so we can verify. 
Thanks!  

 
contact@fullertonobserver.com  

or mail to:  
Fullerton Observer,   

PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton CA 92834
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Heading home for the day last night, 
Saturday Sept 25 at about 8:30pm, while 
stopped by the light at Commonwealth 
and Gilbert, a woman speaking with a 
southern accent knocked on my window 
asking for help. 

After talking with her for a little bit, I 
turned off and around into the parking 
lot at the 7/11 over there. 

She was barefoot and confused, said 
that she wanted some place to sleep that 
night and above-all a shower, which she 
said she hadn't had in over three weeks. 

Knowing well what 
the answer would 
almost certainly be but 
nonetheless deciding to 
try, I took her to the gate 
at the Fullerton 
Navigation Center 4-5 
blocks away. 

They of course told 
me that she has to be 
okayed by the Fullerton 
Police Department 
before they could do 
anything and then she 
would have to be 
COVID-19 okayed, 
meaning that they 
would put her up in a 
hotel for four days while that took place. 
Okay, sounds bureaucratic but promis-
ing. 

But then speaking with her southern 
accent she said: "But I was there at the 
Police Station yesterday and they told 
me that they won't do anything for any-
one who's not from Fullerton." 

The security guard and some kind of a 
manager there at the Fullerton 
Navigation Center agreed.  The manager 
gave me an outreach number to call, but 
noted that there will probably not be 
much for any of us to do. 

Okay, I figured to work on a "plan b."  
Put her up at least in a hotel room for the 
night, so that she could get that shower 
and work on this the next day or even 
string it to the next day. 

Well as I'm typing into my Waze app 
"Motel 6" she tells me that she doesn't 
have an ID anymore, so that the hotel 
room would really have to be in my 
name.  Ay ... 

Well, she was hungry. I stopped over 
at the Little Caesars by Brookhurst and 
Orangethorpe, got her a pizza and a two 

liter bottle of diet pepsi. (Best bang for 
the buck). 

While there, I called the outreach 
number that I was given at the FNC.   

To my surprise, I actually got an 
answer at 9:30pm.  But unsurprisingly, I 
was told that there's really nothing I 
could do for the person until possibly 
the next day or Monday. 

I told the lady at the other end of the 
hotline, "Look, this woman is barefoot, 
she has no shoes.  What the heck am I / 
is she supposed to do until Monday 

morning?" 
The poor woman on the 

other end of the line sug-
gested that I take her to a 
hospital emergency room, 
that they may do a compre-
hensive medical check on 
her, and may then give her 
a place, in the ER, to spend 
the night. 

I got back into the car, 
and decided to try to get 
that Motel 6 hotel room. I 
thought, even of the possi-
bility of renting two 
rooms, one for me and one 
for her (Motel 6s aren't that 
expensive) and then call-

ing the other priests to tell them. 
I thought also that ultimately I could 

rent just one room perhaps in my name, 
leave her there and then just run back 
this morning to make sure she gets out. 

None of this mattered of course, 
because the attendant at the Motel 6 
(near State College and Orangethorpe) 
pointed to a sign she had on the wall for 
this purpose stating that it was the 
hotel's policy that NO ADULT without 
ID would be allowed to stay in a room at 
the establishment. 

The woman was of course mad at me 
that I did not lie and get the room for 
myself.  But of course, I really didn't 
want to do that. 

Okay, I told her of the ER idea.  She 
really didn't like that, said she tried 
something like that before and all that 
happened was that they took her in, 
locked her up in a psych ward, gave her 
pills for two weeks and then kicked her 
out at the end of those two weeks any-
way. 

But nevertheless, I drove out to St. 
Jude and we continued to argue for a 

A Homeless Story

Broken Sprinklers?
We’ll Find Them & Fix Them

(714) 773-4865
Serving North Orange County Since 1979

Lawn & Garden Sprinkler Systems
REPAIR • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

No Job Too Small –
From Sprinkler Head to Entire System

Sprinklers • Valves • Timers & Settings
Trouble Shooting • Emergency Shut-off Valves

3730 W. Commonwealth
Across from Fullerton Airport

www.PacificCoastLandscaping.com
Contractor’s Lic. #C27HIC749708

David F. Nelson

  
 

There's a 
Navigation Center 
four blocks away 

that hundreds  
of us lobbied for  
so that this kind  

of a situation  
would not  

happen again.

while in the parking lot at St. Jude's 
Hospital (Harbor Blvd and 
Bastanchury).   

At the end, she said: "Look, I don't 
want to go there because all they're 
going to do is pump me full of pills and 
send me away in a week or two any-
way." 

Addressing the alternatives: 
Our nuns would not take her.  

Certainly not at now approaching 10 pm 
and it'd be an uphill battle there, period. 

We, the priests, would have no place 
for her.  There are four of us in our 
house, AND EVEN THOUGH WE 
HAD AN 80+ YEAR OLD Korean 
American Male who was homeless who 
had slept at our place for a week this 
past spring while we tried to figure out 
what to do for him, having a barefoot 
woman in her 30s-40s at our place 
would not work this time. 

I thought of going back, giving her my 
tent and sleeping bag that I had bought 
for my camping trip back in July.  I 
always kind of figured that this is what 
was going to happen to that gear (as hap-
pened to my previous gear a few years 
back when we had homeless folks sleep-
ing on our property at St. Philip's). 

Finally, I asked her, well what do you 
want me to do? 

She told me, of course, to lie and get 
her a hotel room somewhere in my 
name.  She told me, "I can point you to 
s-holes, that are so bad that I couldn't 
possibly damage or walk off with any-
thing."  

I said, that I can't do. 
So we decided that I just take her back 

(now nearly 10pm) to where she 
knocked on my car window—by the 
7/11 at Gilbert and Commonwealth, and 
call it a night. 

FORTUNATELY it's very warm these 
days.  90 during the day, 60s during the 
night. 

And THAT'S where we left it.  She 
threw what was the left of the pizza 
down on the ground, saying that this was 
not what she had wanted.  And that was 
that. 

SO ...  
There's going to be a 30-40 something 

year old woman, barefoot, with a 
Southern Accent, walking around 
Gilbert and Commonwealth in 
Fullerton, for the foreseeable future 
until: 

(1) she's taken somewhere where she 
can be, hopefully indoors, with a show-
er. 

(2) she dies.  
And there's a Navigation Center, that 

HUNDREDS OF US from our neigh-
borhood lobbied for, so that this kind of 
a situation would not happen again, 
FOUR BLOCKS AWAY. 

Again, fortunately, "it's warm outside 
these days."  And actually, this morning, 
it's actually a little overcast, so she won't 
be burnt to a crisp again...until the after-
noon. 

Fr. Dennis Kriz, OSM 
St. Philip Benizi Church  

Fullerton

Hundreds of local residents participat-
ed in a march for reproductive rights 
through Downtown Fullerton on 
Saturday, October 2. The event was part 
of a nation-wide day of action with 639 
marches across all 50 states to protest 
recent laws passed in Texas and other 
states and Supreme Court decisions 
restricting womens’ access to abortions. 
The march was organized by Indivisible 
CA39 and the Democratic Party of 
Orange County. The National Women's 
Political Caucus was also present along 
with community leaders and elected 
officials including Assemblymember 
Sharon Quirk-Silva and Supervisor 
Doug Chaffee. The march began at the 
Fullerton Courthouse and continued 
down Harbor Blvd. to downtown 
Fullerton. Marchers carried signs and 
chanted in support of women’s repro-
ductive rights.

Hundreds March 
for Reproductive 

Rights The National Women's Political 
Caucus (NWPC) was founded in 
1971 to support women running 
for political office.  Since then, 
NWPC has expanded to 38 states 
with both state and local caucuses. 
The Orange County California 
Caucus, founded in 1973, is one of 
11 local caucuses throughout the 
state of California. The OC 
Caucus recruits, trains, supports, 
and endorses female candidates 
throughout Orange County’s 34 
cities. It also recommends candi-
dates for federal and state office 
from Orange County’s five con-
gressional districts, five state sen-
ate districts, and nine assembly 
districts. 

www.nwpcoc.org

What is the National 
Women’s Political 

Caucus?

At left: Assemblymember Sharon 
Quirk-Silva joined the march for 
reproductive rights.  
PHOTO BY GASTON CASTELLANOS



Keoni Gabriel Kaaiawahia 
1967 - 2021 

 
Keoni Gabriel Kaaiawahia passed away 

peacefully in his sleep at home on September 6, 
at age 54.  

Keoni was born on Sept 1, 1967, in Beaufort, 
SC to the late Virginia (Virgie) and Gabriel 
(Chief) Kaaiawahia.  

He attended Fullerton High school and later 
earned a BS in Electronics Engineering. He 
worked with and for HUD for 24 years. Keoni 
met the love of his life, Allie, at a wedding in 
1996, when he caught the garter, she caught the bouquet, and they had their first 
dance.  

Keoni is survived by his wife Allie, godsons Jon and Ian Walsh, and goddaughters 
Emily Walsh and Aly Walsh Espindola. Additionally, his sisters JoJo, Lani, Pat 
Tager, Katie Walsh, Allison Terrill, and Linda Paglia; and brothers Timo, Phil 
Gomez, Steve Gomez, Chris Califano, and Jason Osborn.  

Keoni was known by friends and family for his all-encompassing love, humor, 
unwavering patience; artistic talent, travel adventures, and love of Maui, Hawaii 
which will be his final resting place among his ancestors. A Memorial Mass was 
held at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Fullerton on Sept 29.

Carolyn Olson Ruhle 
1958 - 2021 

Our beloved mother, Carolyn Olson Ruhle, 
passed away on September 9, 2021, at the age of 
63, at St. Jude Hospital in Fullerton, CA. 
Carolyn was surrounded by her daughters and 
loved ones at the time of her passing.  

Carolyn was the first baby born at St Jude 
Fullerton in 1958. She worked at the Fullerton 
Sav-ons and CVS Pharmacy for 35 years. Her 
favorite pastimes were time spent making mem-
ories with her kids, grandkids, and good friends. 

Carolyn was a hard-working single mother of four beautiful daughters whom she 
loved and was proud of. She had a gift for helping people.   

Carolyn is loved and will always be in our hearts. Carolyn's message to the world 
was to help others every chance you get.   

Carolyn is predeceased by her parents Richard and Barbara Olson and survived 
by her four daughters, two granddaughters, three brothers, four sisters, seven 
nephews and twelve nieces.  

Memorial services will be held at McAulay and Wallace Mortuary at 1pm on 
October 9 in Fullerton, CA. Celebration of life reception will be held at The Elks 
lodge at 3:30pm on October 9 in Fullerton. 

HOW TO SEND A TRIBUTE 
Fullerton residents: 185 words & one photo are free, 5” by 3.75” 

All space over that is charged same as for nonresident. 
For more information call (714) 812-8922 or email ads@fullertonobserver.com.
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Founder and Artistic Director of 
Nouveau Chamber Ballet in Fullerton, 
Lois Ellyn, was born on June 19, 1924, 
to Edith Baldwin Smith and Thomas 
K.M. Smith, in Anaheim, California. 
After a long, successful, and adventur-
ous life in ballet, she died on Saturday, 
August 28, 2021, just a few weeks after 
directing the ballet production “A Little 
Night Dancing” at the Muckenthaler 
Cultural Center in Fullerton.  

Lois Ellyn graduated from Anaheim 
High School in 1942 and turned down a 
scholarship to USC for classical piano in 
order to pursue a career in ballet. Her 
first opportunity to sign with a company 
came with the Marquis de Cuevas Ballet 
in 1945, with a tour schedule that 
included the United States and South 
America. She then joined Mia 
Slavenska’s Ballet Variente in 1947 and 
completed two tours of the United States 
and Canada in just two years. She part-
nered with Joey Harris, with whom she 
would later form a ballet company. She 
continued her ballet training in Los 
Angeles between tours.  

Slavenska and Frederic Franklin then 
formed a company together, the 
Slavenka-Franklin Ballet, touring as 
Stars of the Ballet Russe, with prima 
ballerina Alexandra Danilova as a guest 
artist. Lois Ellyn joined them again on 
tour, this time with a small orchestra. 
During this tour, Lois Ellyn received 
critical acclaim for her role as Stella in a 
ballet adaptation of “A Streetcar Named 
Desire,” choreographed by Valerie 
Bettis.  

During the 1948 season, Lois Ellyn 
accepted an offer for the following sea-
son to join the brand-new New York 
City Ballet under the direction of 
George Balanchine, now considered the 
father of American Ballet. She moved to 
New York and danced for the NYCB for 
over two years, where she also received 
instruction from Vincenzo Celli, 
renowned master teacher of the 
Cecchetti method of ballet training. 

Her teaching career began in 1956 
when she opened her own studio on 
Emily Street in Anaheim, while her 
father built a permanent home for her 
dance school on Valencia Drive in 
Fullerton. The new Lois Ellyn Studio 
featured a sprung-wood ballet floor 
measuring 60 by 40 feet, larger than 
many theater stages in Orange County at 
the time.  

She continued to teach at her studio 
while dancing as a guest artist across 
California for many ballet companies, 
including Allen Howard’s Pacific Ballet 
of San Francisco, Michael Panaieff’s 
City Ballet of Los Angeles, Andre 
Tremaine’s Pacific Ballet Theater, Lila 
Zalli’s Ballet Pacifica, Stefan Wenta’s 
Wenta Ballet Company, and the 
American Ballet Theater. She was also a 
resident guest artist for the Pasadena 
Playhouse Ballet de Arts.  

Lois Ellyn was a Principal Dancer for 
Stefan Wenta’s Wenta Ballet Company 
and danced in almost all of the original 
Stefan Wenta choreographies with Los 
Angeles Ballet and then Wenta Ballet. 
There were many performances in the-
aters throughout the greater Los Angeles 
area, including the Wilshire Ebell and 
Barnsdall Theatre. 

It was during this same time period 
that she and her former dance partner, 
Joey Harris, formed the Ellyn-Harris 

Concert Ballet, which was followed by 
Joey Harris’ The Group in 1971. At the 
same time that she was dancing guest 
artist roles, Lois Ellyn produced shows 
with the Lois Ellyn Ballet & Youth 
Ballet from 1972 through 1988, with 
performances at Pearson Park 
Amphitheatre and local colleges.  

In 1988, Lois Ellyn founded her own 
company, the Nouveau Chamber Ballet, 
with her own Lois Ellyn Ballet Studio as 
the adjunct school. She developed a 
strong classical ballet training program, 
drawing upon her years of study with 
some of the most renowned and respect-
ed teachers and choreographers in the 
United States. She staged a full-length 
Balanchine version of “The Nutcracker” 
each year, which became a beloved tra-
dition for fans of ballet in Orange 
County. She also amassed a repertoire of 
her own choreographic works, including 
“Appalachian Spring,” “Picasso,” “The 
Tale of the Little Grey Horse,” and 
“Colors,” among many others. Her most 
recent new work, “The Tale of the 
Mandarin Ducks,” premiered in 2017. 
She choreographed this ballet to original 
music composed and conducted by 
Kimo Furumoto of the Rio Hondo 
Symphony Orchestra and the California 
State University, Fullerton Orchestra.   

Hundreds of students of ballet have 
passed through her studio and performed 
in her company over the years, many 
moving on to professional careers in 
dance. All of her students will remember 
her wit, her humorous stories of life on 
tour and on stages around the world, and 
her deep knowledge and careful instruc-
tion in classical ballet.  

We have lost a true artist who was a 
vital part of much of the history of ballet 
as it developed in the United States. 
Thankfully, Lois Ellyn passed along her 
knowledge to her students and the 
dancers in her productions, who can 
share it with other dancers as they, too, 
begin to teach. Her ballet company, 
Nouveau Chamber Ballet, will continue 
under the guidance of Sheree King, one 
of Lois’s students and dancers who 
moved on to become the Director of 
Dance at Long Beach City College and 
Chair of the Dance and Film 
Department, now retired. The Lois Ellyn 
Dance Studio will remain open, training 
yet more young dancers in the traditions 
of classical ballet.  

Nouveau Chamber Ballet will present 
a memorial tribute production, “Lois 
Ellyn – A Celebration of a Life in 
Ballet” on Tuesday, October 12, at 
7:30pm at the Muckenthaler Cultural 
Center in Fullerton. Those who would 
like to support the company and studio, 
and to help to honor the memory of Miss 
Lois Ellyn, may contact the studio for 
tickets at (714) 526-3862, or visit the 
company’s website at nouveauchamber-
ballet.com to order tickets online, or to 
donate in lieu of attending. Seating is 
limited, so interested persons should act 
soon.

Lois Ellyn  
1924 - 2021 
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ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“NFL MATCHUPS”  

on page 4:  
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PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise  
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

Budget 
However, upon questioning from 

Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap, who has 
said he would like to use the funds for 
this purpose, Director of Administrative 
Services Ellis Chang said the majority 
of ARPA funds could be used “on what-
ever City Council should elect to do,” 
including road repair. 

“We believe that we can probably uti-
lize the majority of the $32.7 million as 
revenue loss, allowing the City the 
greatest amount of flexibility to apply 
ARPA monies, which would allow for 
street and road [repair],” Chang said. 

Prior to use of ARPA funds, the City 
planned to fill a nearly $10 million 
deficit with savings from 37 unfilled 
city positions in the amount of $3.8 mil-
lion and $6.2 million from contingency 
reserves. 

According to Chang, without use of 
ARPA funds, the City is projected to 
deplete its contingency reserves by fis-
cal year 2023/24. 

Chang presented Council with four 
options for use of ARPA funds, and how 
these will impact the budget. They are as 
follows: 

Scenario 1 (No cuts plus ARPA): 
Continue to hold around 37 positions 
vacant while spending $19.4 million of 
ARPA funds over a 5-year period to sup-
port government operations. This would 
maintain a 13% contingency reserve. 
About $13.3 million of ARPA funds 
could be used at the discretion of City 
Council. 

Scenario 2 (2% cuts plus ARPA): 
Continue to hold around 37 positions 
vacant and make 2% budget cuts (14 
additional positions) while spending $8 
million of ARPA funds to support gov-
ernment operations over five years. This 
would maintain a 13% contingency 
reserve. Twenty-four million dollars of 
ARPA funds could be used at the discre-
tion of City Council. According to 
Chang, this choice would result in sig-
nificant reductions to public service lev-
els, increased public/business com-
plaints with little ability to address 
issues, cause unknown consequences of 
shutting down parts of the City organi-
zation, and precipitate a potential staff 
exodus. 

Scenario 3 (5% cuts plus ARPA): 
Continue to hold around 37 positions 
vacant and make 5% budget cuts (35 
additional positions) while spending $2 
million of ARPA funds to support gov-

ernment operations over five years. 
This would result in a 17% contin-
gency reserve over time. Thirty mil-
lion dollars (nearly all) of ARPA 
funds could be used at the discretion 
of City Council. According to Chang, 
this choice would result in extreme 
debilitating impact to all 
City departments. 
Essentially whole divi-
sions/services will be cut 
in several areas. This 
could also create a poten-
tial loss of businesses and 
residents due to the 
impact of these cuts. 

Scenario 4 (No cuts 
plus ARPA with 17% 
reserves): Continue to 
hold around 37 positions 
vacant while spending 
$24 million of ARPA 
funds over a five-year 
period to support govern-
ment operations. This 
would maintain a 17% 
contingency reserve. About $8.6 mil-
lion of ARPA funds could be used at 
the discretion of City Council. 

Councilmembers were reluctant to 
say which of the four scenarios they 
preferred, however they did give gen-
eral feedback as to their priorities. 

Mayor Pro Tem Dunlap said that he 
favors 2-5% cuts and using a large 
portion of ARPA funds for road and 
infrastructure repair. 

Mayor Bruce Whitaker said that “it 
would send the wrong message to 
make no cuts, to just have a status 
quo type budget” though he did not 
say whether he favored a 2% or 5% 
cut.  

Councilmember Jesus Silva said he 
does not favor staffing cuts and 
would like to reduce the City’s cur-
rent 37 staffing vacancies. “If we 
move forward with those 2-5% cuts, 
we’re going to get closer to shutting 
down units, departments, and perhaps 
becoming a contract city,” he said. 

Councilmember Fred Jung said he 
favors a 2% cut across the board, 
“utilizing ARPA money to fill in gaps 
along the way.” 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra was 
not present at the study session. At 
the August 17 study session, he had 
spoken against further cuts, saying, 
“Knowing that 70% of our services 
are labor-driven…I think that should 
be where we focus.” 

Regarding the impact of the cuts on 
staffing and services, Mayor Pro Tem 
Dunlap said that he had not been provid-
ed with “any sort of facts that would 
help me understand just exactly what the 
impact would be on those service lev-
els.” 

Councilmember Silva 
held up a chart that had 
been provided during the 
last study session, show-
ing how 2 and 5% cuts 
would impact each 
department. 

These charts were post-
ed on the City’s website 
with the supplemental 
materials from the 
August 17 budget study 
session. They can be 
found on the last item 
labeled “City Council 
Supplemental Materials 
Study Session 
P r e s e n t a t i o n ” : 
https://docs.cityoffuller-

ton.com/weblink/1/fol/1494762/Row1.a
spx. 

In a follow-up conversation with The 
Observer, Dunlap clarified that what he 
had requested was a comprehensive 
organization chart of all city employees, 
their duties and salaries–not just staff 
suggestions for cuts. He said that he 
thinks cuts are necessary given “a com-
pounding deficit in the years to come.” 

During public comment, Fullerton res-
ident Tony Package said he prefers sce-
nario 4, with no additional cuts, and less 
discretionary spending for City Council. 

“The name of the bill is American 
Rescue Plan Act,” Package said. “And 
who should we be rescuing? The dozens 

of public works and parks and rec peo-
ple released.” 

Kevin Pedroza from the Fullerton 
Police Officer’s Association spoke 
against further cuts. 

Egleth Nunnci said, “Cuts are not a 
solution. The Rescue plan means you 
are going to rescue your workers and 
provide services for our community.” 

At the September 21 Council meeting, 
Ed Bargas, president of Fullerton 
Municipal Employees Federation, said, 
“Our employees feel disappointed in the 
perceived lack of support that we feel 
from Council because of what we keep 
hearing about budget cuts. Employees 
are tired of trying to maintain adequate 
services with less and less.” 

During the pandemic, the City laid off 
156 non-regular (part-time) employees 
and seven full-time employees. Since 
then, only a few of these have been hired 
back. 

Additionally, over the past year, the 
City has seen major losses in senior 
management positions. Former City 
Manager Ken Domer and Parks and 
Recreation Director Hugo Curiel were 
both laid off, and Director of 
Community and Economic 
Development Matt Foulkes and Deputy 
City Manager Antonia Castro-Graham 
both left to take jobs in other agencies. 

“If I was in your position, I would be 
asking, ‘Why are so many employees 
leaving for other agencies, and why 
aren’t we attracting any employees from 
other agencies to come work for the city 
of Fullerton?’” Bargas asked Council. 

Council will vote on budget priorities 
at their October 5 meeting.

Continued from front page

Police Investigate Fatal Stabbing 
near Hunt Library & Pooch Park

Fullerton Police Officers responded to 
the 200 block of South Basque Avenue 
on Tuesday, September 14, at approxi-
mately 1:07am, to check on the welfare 
of a subject seen on the ground of the 
Hunt Library parking lot. 

Upon arrival, officers located an adult 
male who was unresponsive and bleed-
ing from possible stab wounds. 
Unfortunately, the male was pronounced 
deceased on-scene by paramedics. The 
victim’s identity will be released by the 
Orange County Coroner at a later time. 

Fullerton Police Detectives were 

immediately called in to investigate the 
circumstances surrounding the death. At 
this point in the investigation, no sus-
pect(s) have been identified. 

This is an on-going investigation. 
Anyone with information about this 
incident is encouraged to contact 
Fullerton Police Detective K. Pedrosa at 
(714) 738-6763. Those wishing to pro-
vide information anonymously can call 
the Orange County Crime Stoppers at 
1(855) TIP-OCCS or can visit their web-
site at www.occrimestoppers.org.

  
“Why are so  

many employees 
leaving for other 

agencies, and  
why aren’t  

we attracting 
employees to  

come work for  
the City of 

Fullerton?”

SUNDAY SCHOOL is open to our community & is based upon  
The Holy Bible and its teachings.  

Classes are held at the same time as the church service. 
 

We are holding in-person services. 
Sunday Service at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School at 10 a.m. 
Wed Testimony Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Our Reading Room is open Mon-Sat from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

 
First Church of Christ, Scientist 

1300 N. Raymond Avenue, Fullerton 92831 
Office (714) 525-4062           Reading Room (714) 525-2649 

christiansciencefullerton.com      csfullerton@sbcglobal.net
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Community rallies for 
pathway to citizenship

by Jesse La Tour 
 
Several immigrant rights groups 

organized a Car and Community Rally 
for Citizenship at St. Philip Benizi 
Church in Fullerton on September 18 
during a week of action co-organized by 
the Coalition for Humane Immigrant 
Rights (CHIRLA). 

The purpose of the rally was to protect 
a pathway to citizenship for undocu-
mented immigrants proposed in the cur-
rent budget reconciliation bill in 
Congress, which has passed the House 
but not the Senate. 

There are approximately 11 million 
undocumented immigrants in the United 
States. 

Many cars decorated with signs sup-
porting a pathway to citizenship 
embarked from the parish parking lot for 
a 7-mile drive around Fullerton, honking 
horns and waving signs. 

Upon their return, undocumented 
speakers shared their stories. 

Jazmin, a 21-year-old DACA recipient 
currently attending Cal State Fullerton, 
arrived in the United States when she 
was a year-and-a-half old. 

“This is where I go to school, this is 
where I grew up, this is the only place I 
know as home,” she said. “Even as a 
DACA recipient, I feel like I still live in 
the shadows, being scared every day that 
everything I worked for can be taken 
away.” 

Sharon, a Chinese-Indonesian DACA 
recipient, recently graduated with hon-
ors from the University of California, 
Irvine. Sharon works as the civic 
engagement coordinator from the 
Korean Resource Center in Fullerton 
and Los Angeles. 

“Some people and politicians like to 

frame me as an alien who doesn’t 
belong in this country, while others will 
frame me as an ‘innocent child’ who 
was forcefully brought to this country 
by my parents and that ultimately paints 
my parents as the guilty ones,” Sharon 
said. “I’m here to say that both of those 
narratives are completely false and also 
harmful. 

“My parents were both escaping 
unlivable circumstances and they knew 
that if they wanted me or my sister to 
have any chance at safety or to have fair 
opportunities that they had to leave by 
any means necessary. They also had no 
choice. I come to you today a product of 
my parents’ sacrifice and love,” Sharon 
said. 

Daniel, an asylum seeker from 
Cameroon, said he was in five detention 
centers throughout California. He 
entered the United States through the 
San Ysidro port of entry in 2018 and 

The  
event  
was  
organized by 
the Coalition 
for  
Humane 
Immigrant 
Rights 
(CHIRLA).

September 15 Meeting 

after he was released from detention, he 
was assisted by Orange County commu-
nity members to navigate the system. 
Despite being in difficult situations, 
including being homeless for a couple 
months, Daniel was able to complete 
law school and this September he sat for 
the bar exam. 

“I know what it feels like going 
through the immigration system. I was 
able to get asylum,” Daniel said. “We 
need the country to see that these indi-
viduals are essential.” 

On September 19, Senate parliamen-
tarian Elizabeth MacDonough ruled 
against efforts to include this immigra-
tion reform effort in the $3.5 trillion 
budget reconciliation bill. 

“We are deeply disappointed in the 

Parliamentarian’s decision, but the fight 
for immigration reform will continue.  
California Senator Alex Padilla said in a 
joint statement with U.S. Senate 
Majority Whip Dick Durbin. “Senate 
Democrats have prepared alternative 
proposals for the Parliamentarian’s con-
sideration in the coming days.” 

Immigrants, including undocumented 
immigrants, include DACA recipients, 
people who have temporary protected 
status, asylum seekers, and others. The 
most recent wave of immigrants to the 
United States includes refugees from 
Afghanistan. 

To contact California Senator Alex 
Padilla visit www.padilla.senate.gov. 

To contact California Senator Diane 
Feinstein visit www.feinstein.senate.gov.

Planning Commission Highlights 

World of Beer: The request for a con-
ditional use permit by Bijalkumar Patel 
& Dhaval Panchal and property owner 
Carlo Terranova was continued to Nov 
17 on request of the applicant.  Approval 
of the CUP would allow “World of 
Beer,” a new restaurant with entertain-
ment, to move into the storefront at 109 
S. Harbor downtown (currently occu-
pied by Blanquel Popular Art). [See 
related story on page 4]. 

Cannabis Dispensary Appeal: An 
administrative hearing for land-use and 
zoning violations of Fullerton Exotics, a 
cannabis dispensary, located at 313 W. 
Orangethorpe Ave. was held.  

Many notices of violation were posted  
on the establishment. The presumed 
owner Adam Hinders called the code 

enforcement officer claiming that he had 
no affiliation with the property or the 
illegal dispensary and believed that his 
identity had been stolen.  

After the Public Nuisance order was 
posted, an appeal was received from 
Attorney Damian Nassiri on behalf of 
the business owner who was now claim-
ing that the dispensary is operating as a 
nonprofit Cooperative.  

During public comments 14 people 
showed up in person and two via Zoom 
to say that the illegal dispensary was 
responsible for increased traffic acci-
dents, increased homeless activity, loi-
tering by people smoking and drinking 
alcohol, and influencing children to use 
drugs. 

September 29 Meeting 
Public Comment: A Fullerton resi-

dent asked the commission if they 
thought another liquor license in 
Fullerton was necessary and convenient 
because according to the Alcohol 
Beverage Control (ABC) Fullerton has 
an overconcentration of liquor license in 
the Restaurant Overlay District (ROD) 
which now has 58 licenses. ABC says 
for the public welfare ROD should only 
have 5 licenses.  

The City continues to approve licens-
ing despite the taxpayers paying over $1 
million annually over what the business-
es bring in taxes. 

Missing Parking for New Housing: 
A 420-unit development on E. Chapman 
Ave. near the 57 Fwy. was granted a 
conditional use permit. That is 1251 
bedrooms with .28 parking spaces per 
bed. According to Sean Paden the 

Fullerton municipal code 15.17.070.H 
requires 1.75 parking spaces per studio, 
2 per 1 bed, 2.5 for 2 bed, etc. In his cal-
culations the lack of parking means that 
there will be approximately 600 cars 
parking in the surrounding neighbor-
hoods.  

A few residents voiced concerns about 
the aesthetics comparing it to worker 
houses in East Berlin. Others wanted to 
know more about affordability as 
Fullerton needs more affordable housing 
options. 

Commissioners Hansburg and 
Thompson said that in the future every-
one will bicycle or Uber everywhere, so 
they did not see a need for more parking. 
Cox and Carvalho voted not to approve 
siting concerns over lack of parking.  

It was approved 3/2 and will go to 
City Council on Nov 5.


