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by Saskia Kennedy 
 
Over the years the city of Fullerton 

has approved 58 alcohol licenses in the 
12-block downtown Restaurant Overlay 
District (ROD). Recent police records 
show numerous incidences of assaults, 
rapes, DUIs, and vandalism in the 
downtown area, which all cost taxpayers 
in extra police services and mainte-
nance.  

Despite this, two new bars are plan-
ning to move into downtown Fullerton. 
Both proposed businesses currently 
have Alcohol, Beverage Control (ABC) 
licenses pending: High Horse Saloon, 
which is replacing the former 
Florentines and Palapas restaurants at 
the corner of Harbor and 
Commonwealth, and World of Beer, 
which is displacing  Blanquel 
Handmade Art & Furniture at 109 S. 
Harbor Blvd. 

According to the ABC, “Both local 
municipalities, and the ABC monitor the 

Two New Bars Proposed for Downtown  
Despite Current Alcohol-Related Problems
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number of restaurants serving alcohol 
within census tracts to avoid “overcon-
centration” and/or “high crime” rates."  

“Overconcentration” means that the 
ratio of existing licenses to population 
exceeds the ratio of licenses to popula-
tion in a census tract. “High crime” 
exists if the crime rate exceeds the 
municipality’s average by 20% or more. 
It is possible for two adjacent restau-
rants to be in separate census tracts and 
subject to different requirements based 
upon overconcentration and crime rates.  

If either overconcentration or high 
crime rates exist, then applicants may 
need to obtain a finding of “public con-
venience and necessity” (PCN), which 
may include an additional public hear-
ing. By state law, if the local municipal-
ity does not grant a PCN approval, then 
the Alcohol Beverage Control cannot 
approve your license application,” 
according to the ABC website. 

The Restaurant Overlay District 
(ROD) was approved by Council in 

2002, which reduced some requirements 
for businesses locating downtown (such 
as adequate parking), and also facilitat-
ed "findings of public convenience and 
necessity" allowing a high concentration 
of alcohol licenses. 

In 2008, then City Manager Chris 
Meyer assembled the Downtown 
Working Group composed of all depart-
ment heads plus extra audit personnel to 
investigate costs within the ROD. The 
group reported results of the audit to the 
City Council showing the cost to the 
City (taxpayers) for extra policing and 
clean-up downtown was $935,000 over 
and above the sales taxes collected and 
that due to higher crimes in the area, 
more policing was needed. New officers 
were hired for that purpose, bringing the 
cost to $1.6 million per year. A more 
recent audit has not been done. 

See online story for links to the 2008 
Downtown Working Group report and 
ROD map: www.fullertonobserver.com.

Sign up for 
Your Vaccine 

Everyone is encouraged to register 
and inquire through all available 
resources. Go to the California 
Vaccine scheduling site at: 
myturn.ca.gov.

COUNCIL DEADLOCKED OVER BUDGET CUTS  
AND FEDERAL RELIEF FUNDS by Jesse La Tour

City Council was unable to reach con-
sensus at their October 5 meeting on 
whether to make budget cuts and how to 
allocate the $32.7 million in federal aid 
the City received from the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). 

Without using the $32.7 million of 
ARPA funds, the Fullerton general fund 
budget has a $6 million deficit. Using 
these funds would eliminate that deficit 
for the next few years. During the pan-
demic, the City laid off over 150 non-reg-
ular (part-time) employees and seven 
full-time employees. On top of this, the 
City has been holding 37 positions 
unfilled (or vacant) to save money ($3.8 
million annually). All of this has caused 
significant reductions in City services. 

Mayor Bruce Whitaker and Mayor Pro 

Tem Nick Dunlap wanted to make budget 
cuts and use the ARPA funds primarily 
for infrastructure. Councilmembers Jesus 
Silva and Ahmad Zahra were not in favor 
of cuts and wanted to use the funds to 
retain or re-hire employees lost during the 
pandemic and for other government serv-
ices including infrastructure. 
Councilmember Fred Jung wanted to 
make cuts without employee losses. 

Zahra made a motion to make no budg-
et cuts and use $24.1 million of ARPA for 
government services (including budgeted 
infrastructure projects), use $8.6 million 
for other programs/projects (including 
infrastructure), and leave a contingency 
reserve level of 17%. 

Continued on page 16

Florencio Blanquel of Blanquel Popular Art may be displaced by a new bar.         PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

FULLERTON TO 
RELEASE  

HOUSING PLAN
by Jesse La Tour 

 
City Planning Manager Healther 

Allen hosted a virtual community work-
shop on October 7 to preview 
Fullerton’s upcoming draft Housing 
Element, which is set to be released on 
October 25. 

A Housing Element is one of the 
required elements of the City’s General 
Plan, a long-range plan for the physical 
development of the City. Fullerton last 
updated its General Plan in 2012. 

The Housing Element focuses on 
standards, regulations, and goals for 
housing for the next eight years (2021-
2029). While the City does not build 
housing, it sets the priorities and regula-
tory climate in which housing projects 
get built. 

The Housing Element is updated 
every eight years and is required by the 
State department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD). 

“We set the goal of a supply of safe 
housing ranging in cost and type to 
meet all segments of the community,” 
Allen said. 

Continued on page 15
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ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERS CALL  
FOR END TO OFFSHORE DRILLING

Orange County environmental leaders 
and community members gathered on 
Tuesday, October 12 in front of the 
office of Representative Michelle Steel 
(CA-48) to call for an end to offshore 
drilling and to highlight the need to pass 
federal infrastructure legislation and 
address the climate crisis. 
Representative Steel has repeatedly 
voted against the infrastructure bills and 
received money from offshore oil com-
panies. 

The recent oil spill off the coast of 
Orange County highlights the need to 
end offshore drilling and implement 
strategies to improve the country’s infra-
structure, they said.  

The event was hosted by California 

Environmental Voters (formerly the 
California League of Conservation 
Voters). Speakers at the event included 
Harley Rouda, Former Member of 
Congress; Aaron McCall, California 
Environmental Voters; Melissa Morris, 
Oceana; and Pete Stauffer, Surfrider.  

“Let’s be clear - the only way to really 
prevent oil spills is for our country to 
shift away from our dependence on fos-
sil fuels,” Aaron McCall from California 
Environmental Voters said. “The 
Huntington Beach spill highlights why 
we need bold federal climate legislation 
that will kickstart this transition. It’s 
time for our leaders in Congress, includ-
ing Rep. Steel, to step up and pass the 
Build Back Better Act.”

Public Safety concerning  
City parking structures by Saskia Kennedy

The public parking structures and 
downtown area surveillance cameras 
have been out of order for nearly two 
years. The City Council unanimously 
approved $1.4 million for a new camera 
system at the October 5 meeting. The 
police department is hopeful that the 
cameras will be installed before the end 
of the year. In the meantime, according 
to police, other measures are being 
employed to protect the area. 

During the council discussion Mayor 
Whitaker said that neither he nor the 
other councilmembers ever received 
email concerning camera failure and had 
he or his fellow councilmembers 
received such a notice, they would have 
made this a priority. 

However, a City Public Records 
Request (R000627-091721) asking for 
emails concerning cameras showed only 
one dated February 2020 from Police 
Chief Dunn to all councilmembers, City 
Manager Domer, Antonia Castro-
Graham, and Ellis Chang, explaining 
that the cameras needed to be replaced. 
There were no emails responding to 
Chief Dunn’s email. 

Dunn currently serves as both Police 
Chief and IT manager.  

Retired Observer editor Sharon 
Kennedy also sent an email on August 
25 alerting every City Councilmember 
of the lack of surveillance cameras and 
the serious safety issue for any citizen 
using public parking. Only 
Councilmember Zahra responded and in 
an August 31 email said that it was a pri-
ority and he was forwarding the email to 
Chief Dunn for an update. 

Fullerton Police Chief Dunn was 
asked by City Council at the October 5 
Council meeting to update the public 
about the ongoing investigation involv-
ing JP23 where resident Samantha 
Velasquez said she believed she had 
been drugged and after leaving the bar 
was raped and left in the SoCo parking 
structure. 

“There have been multiple people who 
have come forward with similar allega-

tions as the original victim [Samantha 
Velasquez],” Chief Dunn said. “These 
investigations take months. We want to 
get all the evidence.” The Observer was 
later told by Fullerton Police Dept Sgt. 
McCaskill that the exact number of vic-
tims coming forward in this case could 
not be released due to HIPAA regula-
tions. 

“Running congruent to [the assault, 
drugging, and rape investigations] is the 
administrative process that is our reme-
dy process through the entertainment 
permit that I have control over in my 
office," Chief Dunn said. "That process 
is ongoing. We are working through 
those [steps] now and I think the public 
will have some more clarity as to the 
efforts of the department in both the 
criminal vein and the FMC (Fullerton 
Municipal Code) vein, which is what 
governs the entertainment permit 
process.” 

Interviewed after the first remedy 
hearing at the police department for 
JP23, the owner Jacob Poozhikala said 
that one of the first remedies was the 
removal of the fishbowl drink, which 
Police Chief Dunn said is easily spiked 
with drugs. Since then, Poozhikala has 
also removed the window tinting that 
limited visibility and put up a tiny sign 
in the women’s bathroom that tells 
women how to protect themselves when 
out drinking.    

“These problems [over-intoxication 
and fights] are not JP23 problems, these 
are all bar problems,” Poozhikala said. 

Observer volunteers visited the down-
town nightlife scene and found several 
apparent Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 
violations (for which JP23 had previous-
ly been cited) happening at other bars 
including patron cover charges at both 
Matador and Ziing’s. Matador had over 
100 people lined up around the corner to 
Amerige, and Revolucion was serving 
drinks in fishbowls (large enough to ine-
briate five people). 

See CCTV Network Upgrades on 
page 3. 

OC environmental leaders outside the office of Rep. Michelle Steel.

OC OIL SPILL UPDATE
A major crude oil spill occurred in Huntington Beach from a broken offshore plat-

form pipeline. The spill has killed fish and birds and is upsetting the ocean and 
onshore ecosystem, including the ecologically sensitive Talbert Marsh area. It is 
estimated that 25,000 gallons of oil spilled. 

Governor Gavin Newsom declared the area a state of emergency on October 3rd 
which helped in immediate cleanup efforts. The operator of the pipeline was Beta 
Operating Company and its parent company Amplify Energy. 

11,360 feet of boom were laid by workers to try to curb the oil spread, and hun-
dreds of workers were deployed in a cleanup effort. 

The spill impacted 23 miles of coastline from Huntington Beach to Dana Point. 
Beach town residents complained of bad smells late Friday, October 1 before the 
leak was announced on Saturday, October 2. 

By Monday, October 11, Huntington and Newport Beach had reopened. 
Visit www.voiceofoc.org for ongoing reporting on the spill. 

Local nonprofit helps veterans by Jere Greene

Patriots and Paws is a nonprofit organization that helps veterans returning from 
active duty readjust to living back in the community. The organization provides 
household items to veterans/active military/reservists and their families with donat-
ed items at no cost to them. Those wishing to make donations can be dropped off on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10am to 2pm at the warehouse located at 
1825 E Via Burton in Anaheim.  

Pickups can also be arranged by calling (714) 323-7229,  
or pickup@patriotsandpaws.org. To learn more visit www.patriotsandpaws.org.

SoCo parking structure at 8am on a Saturday.

Volunteers Wanted  
Writers • Social Media Editor • Distribution 
ads@fullertonobserver.com   (714) 525-6402 

PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834
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The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 

Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are  
available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  

 
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 

Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or by email to: 
 council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES 

OCTOBER 5 MEETING

Agenda Forecast

• Union Pacific park Ad Hoc committee appointments  
• Commission/Committee appointments 
• Acting City Manager agreement extension 
• Highland and Valencia mixed-use development project 
• Free-oriented electronic billboard 
• Budget adjustments and American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) federal relief funds 
• 1600 W. Commonwealth affordable housing development 
• Energy efficiency project financing

Agenda items for the October 19 meeting include:

Closed Session
Before every public City Council meeting there is a closed session during which 

Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public. 
During this meeting, Council met with C&C Development, Jamboree Housing 
Corporation, Meta Housing Corporation, National CORE, and Related Companies 
to discuss price and terms of the City-owned 1600 W. Commonwealth Ave. proper-
ty. Council met with staff to discuss negotiations with the City’s employee unions 
(police, fire, general) regarding salaries, benefits, and working conditions. Council 
discussed the lawsuit Michael Destiche v. City of Fullerton, and discussed recruit-
ment of a permanent City Manager.

Redistricting Advisory Commission 
Appointments

City Councilmembers appointed the 
members to the Redistricting Advisory 
Commission. Those five directly-
appointed members will appoint an 
additional two at-large members at the 
first Commission meeting in November. 

 

The appointments were: 
• Jesus Silva: Dr. Jody Agius Vallejo 
• Fred Jung: James Lyra 
• Bruce Whitaker: John Seminara 
• Nick Dunlap: Greg Sebourn 
• Ahmad Zahra: Vivien Jaramillo 

UP Park Ad Hoc Committee Appointments: City Council will make  
appointments to a committee on October 19 to study future uses of the  

closed Union Pacific Park on Truslow.

Fire Automatic Aid Agreement  
with Placentia Cancelled

Council voted 3-2 (Whitaker and 
Dunlap “no”) to cancel an Automatic 
Aid Agreement with the city of Placentia 
and to renegotiate a Mutual Aid 
Agreement between Fullerton and 
Placentia for the provision of certain fire 
services. 

An Automatic Aid fire agreement 
requires each city to respond automati-
cally to an emergency dispatch with 
equitable and reciprocal firefighting and 
medical resources. This differs from a 
Mutual Aid agreement that provides a 
response from the requested Fire 
Department only if they have resources 
available to assist at the time of the 
emergency dispatch. 

Fullerton and Placentia established an 

Automatic Aid agreement on June 16, 
2020. In response, the Fullerton 
Firefighters Association (FFA) filed an 
unfair labor practice charge against the 
city of Fullerton with the Public 
Employment Relations Board (PERB). 
The FFA alleged that the city of 
Fullerton must first formally meet and 
confer with the FFA over the decision to 
enter into an Automatic Aid Agreement 
as well as the potential negotiable 
effects, including safety issues, of that 
decision. 

The FFA and the City reached an 
agreement. FFA agreed to dismiss the 
PERB charge if the city of Fullerton ter-
minated the Automatic Aid Agreement 
with Placentia. 

Remote 
Legislative 

Bodies 
Meetings

Council voted to allow 
continued participation 
by remote access for 
both legislative members 
and public commenters 
under rules of Assembly 
Bill 361. 

Council Majority Votes Down Middle 
Income/Workforce Housing Project 

A Middle Income/Workforce Housing 
project for those who earn between 80% 
to 120% of the Area Median Income 
(AMI) was voted down 3-2 (Whitaker, 
Dunlap, Jung “no”). 

A development group and the 
California Statewide Communities 
Development Authority presented a 
project for Aspect Apartments located at 
251 Orangefair Avenue for considera-
tion. The apartment complex is currently 
rented at market rate.  

Under this model, the City would not 
collect property taxes, but would instead 
collect a “Host City” charge where the 
City would receive $275,000 in year one 
and which would escalate 2 percent 
annually through year 35. The City 
would only receive the annual Host City 
charge during years with sufficient cash 
flow (i.e., greater revenue than operating 
expenses). The City currently receives 
around $213,000 a year in property 
taxes from this development. 

State and federal funding sources 
almost exclusively target households at 
or below 60 percent of AMI. This has 
left a “missing middle,” comprised of 
households that earn too much to qualify 

for traditional affordable housing pro-
grams but not enough to afford market 
rate housing. 

“This is an opportunity to explore a 
new program that will lower the rents 
significantly,” Councilmember Zahra 
said. 

Mayor Pro Tem Dunlap, who works in 
the affordable housing industry, opposed 
the project. 

“This is not something I could ever 
support,” Dunlap said. “I think it’s very 
bad for our community and it has noth-
ing to do with rent rates and affordable 
housing.” 

Councilmember Jung, who voted 
against the project, said that he wasn’t 
willing to risk a loss of tax revenue. 

Councilmember Silva, who supported 
the project, pointed out the fact that 
neighboring cities including Anaheim 
have approved projects like this success-
fully. 

Mayor Whitaker, who voted against 
the project said, “The notion of this city 
adopting a rental preference policy is 
abhorrent to me. I find that discriminato-
ry.”

Public records 
 request process

 The City implemented a new software 
application called GovQA earlier this year to 
streamline public records requests. The public 
may also call, email, mail, or visit the City 
Clerk’s Office to make a request, which City 
Clerk staff inputs into the GovQA system for 
processing. 

To make a request or view previous 
requests: www.cityoffullerton.com/govern-
ment/departments/city-clerk/public-records-
information.

CCTV Network Upgrades
City Council unanimously approved a 

$1.4 million agreement with Wachter, 
Inc. for critical closed-circuit television 
(CCTV) network upgrades. 

The City’s CCTV network provides 
increased security and has a total of 165 
cameras located at City properties such 
as City Hall, Library, Downtown, 
Community Center, Airport, City Yard, 
Fire Department Stations, Police 
Station, and Jail. The majority of the 
cameras the City owns are a minimum 
of 10 years old and several are offline 
and in need of replacement. Most of the 
non-functioning cameras are due to their 
outdated technical support. Others can-
not integrate to the CCTV network 
because of their incompatibility with 
current system software. 

The City currently has two sets of 
recording servers for the CCTV net-
work, one dedicated for City Hall and 
one for Police. Both sets of servers have 
reached their end of life and end of sup-

port and have failed hard drives. Any 
change to the servers rather than full 
replacement may cause a system-wide 
outage with limited support and no 
backup or recovery available. 

The CCTV network has three systems 
running Milestone camera monitoring 
software. These have not been upgraded 
for at least three years. The Milestone 
software cannot support the addition of 
any cameras until upgraded. 
Information Technology recommends 
migrating the three systems into one 
system with redundancy and multi-fac-
tor authentication to ensure network 
security. 

According to Police Chief Robert 
Dunn, the City’s downtown cameras 
have been offline since March of 2020. 

“There have been several incidents 
downtown where having the camera 
footage would have been helpful for our 
investigations,” Dunn told Council. See 
story on page 2.

To view agendas and information on how to participate visit  
https://fullerton.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
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1. For a ___ (cheaply) 
5. Not quite right 
10. Stun, with a gun 
14. On the briny 
15. Flat-topped hills 
16. 1975 Wimbledon winner 
17. Eerie 1977 film starring  
     Marsha Mason? 
20. Scoundrel 
21. Archaeological site 
22. Breaks in relations 
23. ___ Hayes, "The Mod Squad" role 
24. Canine command 
25. Eerie 2001 film starring  
     Russell Crowe? 
31. Carried by the wind 
32. Wax-coated cheese 
33. Ump's call 
35. Forest growth 

36. Not on deck 
38. Staph bacterium: Abbr. 
39. Monsters, ___ (2001 Pixar film) 
40. ___ Bell 
41. "We ___ please!" 
42. Eerie TV chef? 
46. Rob Roy's refusal 
47. Food for Fido 
48. New York's ___ Island 
51. "Farewell, mon ami" 
53. Prohibit 
56. Eerie mall in Costa Mesa? 
59. Johnson of "Laugh-In" 
60. Euripides drama 
61. Border on 
62. Carded at the door, briefly 
63. Like a brand-new dollar bill 
64. Brazilian soccer legend 

1. HBO series starring SJP with  
    a reboot coming in December 
2. Workplace safety org. 
3. Have to have 
4. Choke or joke 
5. Quantity 
6. Noble Italian family name 
7. 13-digit library ID since 2007 
8. Utters 
9. Chicago-to-Miami dir. 
10. Paul Gauguin's island home 
11. Dating from 
12. Not ajar 
13. Snaky swimmers 
18. Hunter in the night sky 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021 
“PARANORMAL” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)

19. Big name in fairy tales 
23. Highs partner 
24. Deli side 
25. Word after sing or string 
26. George's ATM code  
      word on "Seinfeld" 
27. Serious offender 
28. Edible Japanese shoot 
29. "___ Rae" 
30. Like many attics 
31. Ht. & wt. measurement 
34. Chinese "way" 
36. Said, as a farewell 
37. Author Umberto 
38. Japanese soup 
40. Refuse 
41. Increase the intensity of 
43. Together 
44. Elevates 
45. Brewpub fixture 
48. "NYPD Blue" actor Morales 
49. Lady's man 
50. Minstrel's instrument 
51. Stuttering sounds 
52. Fayed who died  
      in a 1997 car crash 
53. Bunyon's blue ox 
54. Blue, in Madrid 
55. "FiveThirtyEight" founder Silver 
57. Big inits. in trucks 
58. It disappears when you stand up

DOWN

ACROSS

About Cannabis by Judith Kaluzny

“Cannabis has been used by humans 
for 5,000 years,” said Danile Promelle, 
PhD, MD, Director of the Center for the 
Study of Cannabis, Anatomy, 
Biochemistry & Pharmacology at the 
University of California Irvine. He 
spoke in a Zoom presentation from 
Women For: Orange County on 
September 20.   

“Endocannabinoids are in our bodies,” 
Promelle said. “Five thousand years ago, 
cannabis was used as a medicine. In 
1845 cannabis was introduced to mod-
ern science. From 1834 to 1942, 
cannabis was included in The United 
States Pharmacopeial Convention (USP) 
as an analgesic, anti-spasmodic drug. 
USP is a nonprofit scientific organiza-
tion that educates the public on the safe-
ty and quality of medicines. 

   In 1937 the Marihuana Tax Act was 
passed, making cannabis illegal, but not 
heroin or morphine. Research from 1944 
through 1964 yielded the discovery of 
THC (Tetrahydrocannabinol) by Roger 
Adams and by Israeli scientist Raphael 
Mechoulam.  CBD is similar to THC but 
does not bind to cannabis receptors. 

“In 1970 the Controlled Substances 
Act (CSA) named marijuana a Schedule 
I drug along with heroin and cannabis, 
declaring it of no medical use,” he said.  

Schedule I drugs are those that have 
the following characteristics, according 
to the United States Drug Enforcement 
Agency (DEA): The drug or other sub-
stance has a high potential for abuse. 
The drug or other substance has no cur-
rently accepted medical treatment use in 
the U.S. It has a lack of accepted safety 
for use under medical supervision. 
According to federal law, no prescrip-
tions may be written for Schedule I sub-
stances, and they are not readily avail-
able for clinical use.  

“The cotton industry was against 
hemp. And there was racism, against 
Mexican immigrants and Black people, 
while morphine was the actual problem. 

“The years 1988 through 1990 marked 
the discovery of cannabinoid receptors 
in the brain and outside of it, leading to 
changes in the physiology of the cell.  
Therefore, we conclude, there must be a 
function for cannabinoids,” Dr. Promelle 
said. “Research from 1992 through 1999 
led to the discovery of the brain endo-
cannabinoid system.  Now in 2021 
Cannabis is legal in 31 states and the 
District of Colombia.” 

Prof. Promelle described in detail how 
it works. “There are two cannabis recep-
tors. CB1 is very abundant in the brain, 
having four times more receptors than 
dopamine has. CB2 is in immune cells; 
B Lymphocytes, macrophages, immune 
responses re pain.  It is also in peripheral 
neurons, fat cells, liver cells, and so on.  
It is good for stress, pain, and energy 
balance.” 

“The pre-Bötzinger complex in the 
brain stem controls breathing and there 
are no cannabis receptors there, while 
heroin and cocaine can stop your breath-
ing. 

“Endocannabinoids affect our emo-
tions, feeling of pain, rewards, food con-
sumption, cognition–they can induce 
forgetfulness of trauma.  These mole-
cules are everywhere, in our bodies in 
every cell, in our own fat.” 

Women For: Orange County is a 
grassroots advocacy membership organ-
ization for issues Orange County women 
care about;  human and civil rights, 
peace and justice, education, healthcare, 
and the environment. 

The full presentation can be accessed 
from their website: www.womenforor-
angecounty.org.

Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange 
County has partnered with Cal State 
Fullerton to open a new on-campus food 
pantry. “The Pantry” in the Titan Student 
Union offers fresh food items, including 
vegetables and fruit, to college students 
in need. A recent study shows that col-
lege students experiencing food insecu-
rity are in poorer health and have higher 
rates of depression, lower grades and 
face more academic challenges than 
their counterparts.  

Open to all Cal State Fullerton stu-
dents through an online application and 
appointment sign-up process, the gro-
cery market-style food pantry is expect-
ed to serve three students every 15 min-
utes with fresh produce, eggs, milk, 
frozen meat, select nonperishables and 
nutritious supplemental groceries. 
Students arrive at the time they select, 
present their student ID card and receive 
a shopping basket.

Second Harvest Opens Food Pantry at CSUF
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Photo Quiz Send your answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

Last issue: This page was taken up by 
our Tommy Lasorda tribute. Here is the 
answer to the previous photo quiz in the 
Mid Sept issue. As you can see from this 
photo taken in front of the main Library, 
they are meant to keep things from land-
ing in the parking lot. Let’s keep our city 
clean and please don’t litter, recycle. 

This issue: Where is this and why 
is it covered in scaffolding?

Human Library
You may think this is about the many 

“Little free libraries” you read about in 
the last issue of The Observer. I have 
one in my neighborhood, and what a 
great idea they are. Another idea is the 
Human Library. I heard it started in 
Denmark and being of Danish heritage, I 
was intrigued. Turns out there are over 
70 countries involved in this, and the 
idea is to designate a place where you 
can borrow a person instead of a book 
and listen to their life story for 30 min-
utes. 

The goal is to fight prejudice. Each 
person has a title and when you listen to 
their story you realize you should not 
judge a book by its cover. Thinking this 
would be something good for Fullerton, 
I wondered where the best place to try 

Newish in Town
Sweets Stop may not be brand new but after hearing good things for a few 

months, it was way past time to stop by and see why.  What they offer is more than 
good, the treats themselves are amazing work of art, with a huge assortment of 
caramel candy apples, cakes, cookies, and oh yea, the coveted Dole Whip and a lot 
more. I still miss Hershel’s Deli on Placentia Avenue, long gone. They were THE 
place for desserts and now we have Sweets Stop at 1335 E Chapman Avenue.  

Vaccines and 
Boosters

Last January, I got an unexpected 
morning text from a friend with 
some surprisingly good news. If I 
headed to St. Jude immediately, I 
could get the COVID vaccination.  
Got a similar text last week telling 
me I could get the COVID booster at 
a Doctor’s office nearby. Not even 
my doctor, but I drove over to the 
office on Pomona near the Museum 
Center, used my phone to make an 
appointment through their service, 
went right in and was quickly vacci-
nated and on my way home. No pol-
itics, no preaching, just happy people 
who care and took the time to let me 
know these things. And of course, 
now I feel good about the upcoming 
holiday gatherings.  

Last Chance 
for Banners

When friends get together to honor 
someone, it’s pretty moving. We 
really have to print and install these 
banners soon. So, if you want to 
honor someone, please act now. 
They are $275 and that includes 
everything. My contact info is 
AllMedia@sbcglobal.net. Thanks. 

Trunk or Treat
5pm to 8pm on Friday, Oct 29  

Bring the kids to attend the 
Fullerton Police Department event 
on the FPD back lot on Amerige and 
Highland. Also on hand will be 
Fullerton Fire and Library/Park & 
Recreation staff to make this a spe-
cial treat for all. Wear your costumes 
and trick or treat in safety. 

Gustavo 
and 
Stephanie 
in their 
Sweets 
Stop  
desert 
shop in 
Fullerton.

Could the Library Cafe be the site of a Human Library?

this might be. The Library itself? No, 
not the best place to have conversations. 
Wait, the Main Library Café, that’s it!  

Amy, who runs the Café, was easy to 
convince, so we are going to give this 
idea a try soon. If you are interested in 
getting involved, either by being a 
human book, so to speak, or to book 
(sorry, ha) a half hour with someone, 
you can simply go by the Café during 
business hours and sign up. That will 
help us set the actual date. We have no 
idea how it will go so this is the easiest 
way to get started. If the idea takes off, 
we can keep going, become an official 
site, and provide other ways to sign up 
or volunteer. Yes, the Café is connected 
to the Library, on the east side. 

The Main Library is located at 353 W. 
Commonwealth Ave. Fullerton 

Also on hand may be this praying 
mantis, spotted across the street from 
the Police Station. Don’t worry, they 
are harmless.
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling 714-870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman  

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on  
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton.  
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

FSD September News
 The After School Education and 

Safety Expanded Learning (ASES) is 
an after-school program, which is grant-
funded by the CA Department of 
Education, Expanded Learning Division 
at no cost to families. This is a program 
offered by the Child Development 
Services Department at the following 
school sites: Commonwealth, Ladera 
Vista, Maple, Nicolas, Orangethorpe, 
Pacific Drive, Raymond, Richman, 
Valencia Park, and Woodcrest. For more 
information, call the Child 
Development Services office at 714-

447-7477 or email the ASES Program 
Supervisor Meyley Trang. 

The LAB Before and After School 
Program is a fee-based program that 
charges monthly tuition and is offered 
by the Child Development Services 
Department at the following sites: 
Acacia, Beechwood, Fern Drive, Fisler, 
Golden Hill, Hermosa, Laguna Road, 
Rolling Hills, and Sunset Lane. For 
more information, call the Child 
Development Services office at 714-
447-7477, or contact LAB Supervisor 
Vanessa Larios. 

DELAC  Report: Ms. Nucci praised 
Dr. Pletka as an "amazing 
Superintendent.” She thanked the 
District for providing food for students 
and helping families during the 
Pandemic. 

Safety: Several parents have contact-
ed the District Offices saying they are 
grateful for the safety precautions that 
the District has put in place at the 
schools. While some parents oppose the 
mask requirements in the schools, Staff, 
teachers, and many parents are working 
with the schools on mask-wearing and 
other precautions. The District is plan-
ning on obtaining special units for air 
filtering in classrooms that will require 
little maintenance. 

 Expenses: The District reported that 
it is dealing with declining student 
enrollment, rising health care costs for 
staff, and overall rising costs. It will be 
monitoring student enrollment and 
spending. It also reported that the home 
schooling and independent study 
options for students are running well. 

Redistricting: With the recent census, 
the District will also be facing some 
redistricting in certain areas. Updating 
on assessment of voting areas based on 
the census will be done. Population data 
will be received in September and redis-
tricting will be done around Nov.30, 
2021. Any redistricting will be done by 
January 2022.

FJUHSD Dual Pathway Programs
La Habra High School Principal 

Matt Eeles mentioned the Golden Bell 
award-winning Heritage Humanities 
dual pathway program during his school 
report at the September 14 FJUHSD 
Board meeting. Dual pathway programs 
offer students a curriculum that centers 
around a main area of interest while 
offering a fully accredited high school 
graduation. Students who successfully 
complete the multiple subject area 
course content qualify to enter the CSU 
or UC systems as freshman. 

Dual pathway programs require an 
additional student application to join, 
and each program has different require-
ments. One of the programs’ strongest 
benefits is that students may choose a 
traditional subject class schedule or a 
more academic intensive (AP) 
Advanced Placement or (IB) 
International Baccalaureate class struc-
ture and this brings students from both 
academic tracks into one program. All 
the programs teach additional organiza-
tional and study skills because each one 
requires additional projects, tests, and 
coursework. They play a unique role 
throughout the district for students to 
gain in-depth knowledge about an area 
of study, gain scholastic and career 
ready skills, and share a multi-year envi-
ronment with a dedicated cohort of stu-
dents. 

Some dual pathway programs, like 
the LHHS Heritage Humanities, create a 

school-within-a-school with block class 
schedules where students have more 
intensive, longer classes every other 
day. Some require prequalifying classes 
that are not officially part of the program 
but are necessary to join the program 
later like science, art, and math classes 
for the FUHS BEAST (Biology, 
Engineering, Arts, Science, and 
Technology) program. Some programs 
are four-year pathways while some only 
last two years. Students dedicate most of 
their extracurricular classes to program 
requirements like the additional engi-
neering classes for SHHS’s EPIC 
(Engineering Pathways to Innovation 
and Change) program, but many campus 
sites still make time for student partici-
pation in sports or the arts. 

Though some dual pathway pro-
grams cross CTE (Career Technical 
Education) pathways, like SOHS’s 
Nursing and Medical Fields program, 
they differ by including courses taught 
by certificated AP or IB level high 
school teachers or college professors 
instead of field-based certified instruc-
tors. Students completing college class-
es at school sites or on college campuses 
receive college credit tuition-free and 
transportation (for college classes only) 
is provided by FJUHSD as needed. 
Regular education counseling sessions 
and mentored monitoring make sure the 
program fits well for students’ academic 
success. Dual pathway programs offer 

extracurricular hands-on experiences 
while providing a rigorous academic 
curriculum with organizational skills 
that allow participants a choice between 
entry level career qualifications or col-
lege opportunities upon graduation. 

Programs range from the BPHS 
Early College Program created to sup-
port first generation college bound stu-
dents, LHHS’s Heritage Humanities, 
and FUHS Speech and Debate that 
includes participating in The National 
Speech and Debate Association. These 
programs all teach skills that serve stu-
dents well in both university or career 
pathways. Other programs embrace 
STE(A)M [Science, Technology, 
Engineering, (Arts), Mathematics] 
including SHHS’s EPIC whose students 
participate in nationwide challenges to 
solve engineering problems. Both 
SHHS’s Coding, Gaming, and Video 
Production and SOHS’s Gaming and 
Digital Arts programs have elements 
that guarantee students will have career-
ready skills right after high school grad-
uation with ever-evolving class offer-
ings. TRHS’s recently added Cyber 
Security program is so popular that it is 
now offered inside and outside of Troy 
Tech, and students participate in national 
cyber security contests against collegiate 
level competitors. FUHS’s BEAST pro-
gram teaches students how to design, 
build, and create moving creatures and 
prosthetic masks. This program offers 
real experience and knowledge that is 
not easy to obtain outside the actual 
career field. SOHS’s Nursing and 
Medical Careers pathway includes 
Virtual Reality scenarios and a hands-on 
emergency vehicle class experience. It 
offers medical assistant experience cou-
pled with a science-based education 
option that qualifies students to get a job 
or continue their education at a college. 

Interested students need to start 

Congratulations:  
FJUHSD Special Ed teacher Sovey 
Long-Latteri was named among the 

2022 California Teachers of the Year  
by State Superintendent  

Tony Thurmond

researching the various programs in 7th 
and 8th grade by looking at high school 
websites, attending January high school 
site open house presentations and talk-
ing to their own school site counselors 
about applications and information. All 
FJUHSD students defined as in “good 
standing” can apply to any of these pro-
grams at any campus, but those who do 
the early work will be able to find the 
best program fit and find better overall 
success. Each program has additional 
application deadlines and requirements. 
The programs provide another path for 
greater student school involvement that 
research proves supports academic suc-
cess. These programs are special oppor-
tunities and with FJUHSD teachers, stu-
dents, and staff input each year the 
schools are improving and adding class-
es that students need for usable career 
skills and academic accomplishments. 



first meeting last month that featured a 
get-to-know-you game and team project. 
The winning team for the monthly team 
project earns points that can be accumu-

lated to redeem for prizes during the 
annual conference in May 2022.   

For more information, go to 
https://youngobservers.com

After gaining major attraction through TikTok reviews, 
South Korea’s latest series “Squid Game” now stands as one of the biggest 
shows in Netflix's history. With a thriller plot centered around a violent sur-
vival game, this K-drama addresses the dangers of capitalism and socio-eco-
nomic inequality. This unique and controversial take on class and wealth 
makes it easily one of the most acclaimed shows of the year, and with 
Halloween just around the corner, fans are showing their support by recreat-
ing outfits featured on the series. From the list of Squid Game-inspired cos-
tumes to choose from, the player uniforms have been especially popular 
among fans. 

These green tracksuits have been major hits within online shopping plat-
forms such as Amazon, while footwear manufacturer Vans noted a nearly 
7,800% increase in sales of their white slip-ons since the premiere of the 
show. This year’s mix of eager Squid Game enthusiasts and avid Halloween 
participants might result in the craziest trend yet. 

www.vox.com/22704474/squid-game-games-korean-references-symbols

be heard through their articles in The 
Fullerton Observer, YOI wants to 
inspire students from under-resourced 
communities to express their voices 
through the YOI monthly assembly.  

YOI aims to make a difference in the 
lives of fellow students from under-
resourced communities in a developing 
country as its members (middle school 
through high school) build friendship 
with the students while encouraging 
families and relatives to extend financial 
assistance to the students and their 
school.   We can achieve this by partner-
ing with Balete Family Farm School 
(BFFS), the first girls’ high school in the 
Philippines with a monthly learning 
cycle that includes classroom lessons for 
three weeks and hands-on farm/enter-
prise for one week (BFFS has an affiliate 
school for the boys).  All donations are 
sent directly to the school. Last month, 
BFFS received $535 in donations with 
the help of YOI members who were able 
to generate support from their families. 

YOI holds monthly assemblies among 
the members and BFFS students that 
feature games, team projects, and “TED 
Talk” series on life skills. Through this, 
YOI hopes to create a meaningful oppor-
tunity for BFFS students to persevere in 
their studies, gain new friends and learn 
to express their voices.  The club held its 
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WHAT’S TRENDING? by Irene, 10th grade FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

SPOOKY SQUID...?

Halloween Treat

KIDS RULE! by Tegan, 4th grade

Meet the adorable 
Liberty. Look at those doll-like eyes. 
Liberty is a former stray who was found on 
the streets of Santa Ana. While living as a 
stray, she suffered an unfortunately horrible 
injury to her rear right leg. When OC 
Animal Care examined Liberty’s sickening 
pain, they determined that her leg would 
have to be amputated. After the crucial sur-
gery, the OC staff resolutely encouraged 
shy Liberty out of her shell. Liberty is now 
fully healed and is anxiously awaiting the 
next person who will help write the next 
chapter of her life. Liberty dreams of a 
compassionate owner, someone who will 

understand her tribulations and who will be 
patient with Liberty. Could that be you? 

To arrange a meeting with Liberty, call 
OC Animal Care at (714) 935-6848 ANI-
MAL ID: A1735004. 

For the past ten 
years on Halloween night, crowds 
gather at dusk around one specific 
house in the Golden Hills district, 
near Malvern Street, around down-
town Fullerton. An elaborate set 
design stands at the Hufferd’s home, 
ready for a theater use. Every year, 
Joe and Gabrielle Hufferd, with their 
friends the Newells, plan and per-
form an amazing, kid-friendly pro-
duction right outside their residence. 
Their first was a Western theme, but 
past plays have been Wizard of Oz, 
Harry Potter, Peter Pan, and even 
Star Wars.  

This annual event began due to 

their interest in theater as well as 
their wish to support the creative 
Halloween decorations set in their 
friendly neighborhood. Joe Hufferd, 
a drama teacher, and Brian Newell, 
owner of the Maverick theater, and 
their families invest up to 72 hours 
into the preparation in each show. 
Over the years approximately 25 
people have joined the crew, includ-
ing high school students who serve as 
actors. The audience has also grown 
over a thousand people due to its 
entertainment. The theme of the 
show is always a secret surprise to 
delight crowds. Come out on October 
31st for the big reveal!

It’s Club Rush season. Have you 
picked your club?  Our school principal 
recently announced a “record-setting 
Club Rush” with a combined new and 
existing 91 clubs participating in the 
week-long exhibit and recruitment rally 
held last month. 

What makes you join a club out of the 
hundreds available in the school dis-
trict? For me, I want a club that helps 
me make a difference beyond my local 
community.  I am looking to help my 
fellow students from under-resourced 
communities persevere in their studies, 
and I want to build friendships with 
them and encourage them to express 
their voices. I checked out the clubs last 
year and did not find what I was looking 
for so I formed one with the help of my 
friends. 

The name of the club is Young 
Observers International (YOI).  It is one 
of the two divisions of the Young 
Observers Club (YOC). The other divi-
sion is called Young Observers Fullerton 
(YOF), which is made up of student vol-
unteers who write for The Fullerton 
Observer.  YOF has already completed 
two successful years with two annual 
conferences, so I thought it was time to 
expand. While YOF provides local 
youth the opportunity to let their voices 

Looking to Join a Teen Club? 
Check out Young Observer International

TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 10th grade

Meet Liberty 

“Through the club, we hope to create a meaningful opportunity 
for students in under-resourced communities to persevere in their 

studies, gain new friends and express their voices.”

ABOVE: Young Observers International (YOI) USA 
BELOW: Balete Family Farm School Philippines

“Grateful for the generosity & friendship of our 
fellow students across the globe.”

 
ANIMAL OWNERS: 

Pets' Blessing at the St. Mary's Catholic Church:   Hundreds of pet owners brought 
their pets to the St. Mary's Catholic Church in downtown Fullerton for blessing by Fr. 
David Otto  during the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of pets, on October 4.  



FRI OCTOBER 29 & 30 
• 8pm-2am: 80s Halloween Costume 
Dance Party & Costume Contest 
Totally 80’s Bar, 2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave Fullerton, info@totally80sbar.com  
(714) 879-0108 
 

SAT OCTOBER 30 
• 7-10pm: The Ron Kobayashi Trio. 
The best jazz group in Orange County 
will be at Les Amis Restaurant, 128 W 
Wilshire Ave. 
 

FRI, SAT, & SUN OCT 29 -31 
• 10pm: Halloween Party! Ziings Bar, 
209 N Harbor Blvd, Fullerton (714) 
526-5777 
 

FRI, SAT, & SUN OCT 29 -31 
• 10pm: Halloween Party! Matador 
Bar, 111 N Harbor Blvd. Fullerton 
714.871.TACO (8226) 

 
FRI NOVEMBER 5 

• 8pm-2am: Soundgarden Tribute 
Show Totally 80’s Bar, 2512 W 
Orangethorpe Ave Fullerton, 
info@totally80sbar.com (714) 879-0108 
 

SAT NOVEMBER 6 
• 8pm-2am: AC/DC Tribute Show 
Totally 80’s Bar, 2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave Fullerton, info@totally80sbar.com 
(714) 879-0108 

THRU DEC 18 
• 11am-4pm: Kim Abeles: Smog 
Collectors, 1987-2020 Mon - Thurs & 
Sat. Artist Kim Abeles  examines a 
range of scientific data and its unexpect-
ed visual presentation that prompts the 
viewer to reconsider the air we breathe. 
CSUF's Begovich Gallery 800 N State 
College Blvd. 

 
THRU NOV 7 

• 10am-1pm: The Art of Survival: 
Enduring the Turmoil of Tule 
Lake Tue, Sat & Sun. This is a travel-
ing exhibition probing the complexity of 
Tule Lake, the Japanese American con-
finement site in Newell, CA. Fullerton 
Arboretum 1900 Associated Rd,  
(657) 278-3407 
 

THRU DEC 9 
• 12pm-4pm: Land As Kin  Thurs - 
Sun. Inspired by the identity of Southern 
California Native people. Featuring 
artists Gerald Clarke, Katie Dorame, 
Mercedes Dorame, River Garza, and 
Lewis deSoto. Fullerton Museum 
Center 301 N Pomona Ave, (714) 738-
6545
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• Every Monday 12:30pm-2:30pm: 
FREE Senior Bingo  No Registration. 
Fullerton Community Center - Grand 
Hall.  340 W Commonwealth Ave More 
info (714) 738-6575.   
 
•   Every Monday & Wednesday 8am: 
Walk & Talk Fullerton Community 
Center, 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 
More info (714) 738-6575.  
 
•    Every Tuesday 6 - 8 pm: Dancing 
Social $2: Fullerton Community Center, 
340 W Commonwealth Ave. More info 
(714) 738-6575.  
 
•    Every Wednesday 9am - 11am:  
Line Dance Lessons: $3 drop-in, $20 
resident/$26 nonresident Fullerton 
Community Center, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. More info (714) 
738-6575.  

 
• Every Thursday 9:15am-11am: 
Reading Club Fullerton Community 
Center, 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 
More info (714) 738-6575.  
 
• Movie Matinee $1 10am-1pm 

Friday, Oct 22.........Hocus Pocus 
Fullerton Community Cntr 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave.  (714) 738-6575 
www.fullertoncommunitycenter.com 

Family Fun
•  Every Wednesday 8:30am-12:30pm: 
Fullerton’s Certified Farmers 
Market. Now Behind the Community 
Center. Shop for fresh fruit, vegetables, 
eggs, honey, fish, flowers, plants, bread 
& more. Fullerton Community Center - 
340 W Commonwealth Ave  
 
• Every Thursday 4pm-8pm: 
Downtown Fullerton Market. Enjoy 
live music. Museum Beer Garden is 
open too! Downtown Fullerton Plaza. 
125 E Wilshire Ave  BAND LINE-UP: 

Oct 21 ..... Darden Sisters 
Oct 28 ..... Soundbytes 
 

FRI OCTOBER 29 
•5pm-8pm: Trunk-
O-Treat with 
Fullerton Police. 
The Fullerton Police 
Department invites 
you to attend our Trunk-Or-Treat event 
held in the back lot of the police depart-
ment at the corner of Highland and 
Amerige. Wear your costume, and trick-
or-treat with some of the officers that 
keep your neighborhoods safe. We will 
be joined by special guest from 
Fullerton Fire, Fullerton Library and 
Fullerton Parks and Recreation.

Music, Dance,  and Libations

Seniors Only (50+)

Art Shows

See more calendar events www.fullertonobserver.com Send calendar events to ads@fullertonobserver.com

TUE OCTOBER 19 
• 1pm: CSUF School of Music 
Matinee FREE Students perform cham-
ber music.  CSUF Recital Hall, 800 N 
State College Blvd, Fullerton 
 

WED OCTOBER 20 
• 6:30pm-8:30pm: Travis Miller 
Twisted Vine, 127 W Commonwealth 
Ave, Fullerton (714) 871-1200 
 

WED OCTOBER 20 & 27 
• 9:30pm-1:30pm: Karaoke Sunset 
Lounge, Chill neighborhood watering 
hole offering craft beer & bar snacks as 
well as karaoke, trivia & pool 1043 W 
Orangethorpe Ave, Fullerton  
(714) 525-0311 
 

WED OCTOBER 20 & 27 
• 7pm-1:30pm: Line dancing Lessons 
InCahoots Bar, Wednesday Night line 
dance and country hoe down, 1401 S 
Lemon St, Fullerton (714) 441-1666 

 
FRI OCTOBER 22 

• 8pm-2am: Van Halen Tribute Show 
Totally 80’s Bar, 2512 W. Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton, info@totally80sbar.com 
(714) 879-0108 
 

SAT OCTOBER 23 
•8pm-2am: Soundgarden Tribute 
Show Totally 80’s Bar, 2512 W 
Orangethorpe Ave Fullerton, 
info@totally80sbar.com (714) 879-0108 
 

THURS OCTOBER 28  
• 7:30pm-9:30pm: Dia de los Muertos 
Celebration features performances by 
Mariachi Garibaldi de Jaime Cuellar and 
Ballet Folklorico de Los Angeles. $35 
($20/student/senior, $15/member). 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 1201 W 
Malvern, Fullerton. Buy tickets online at 
www.themuck.org. 

Everyday except Tues, 9am-4pm: 
Fullerton Arboretum $5 The 
Arboretum is a fun, free place for all to 
learn about wildlife conservation & 
research. 26 acers of nature scapes. 
1900 Associated Rd • (657) 278-3407 
 
Sunday 7:30am-8:30am: Free Zumba 
Classes at Hillcrest Park.  1200 N 
Harbor Blvd. Donations welcome.

Outdoor Fun

October 28, 7:30pm-9:30pm: Dia de los Muertos Celebration at the Muckenthaler

SAT OCTOBER 23  
 • 4pm-6pm: Free 
Design Workshop 
features artists Amy 
Redfeather and 
Rowan Harrison 
leading a hands-on 
class exploring geo-
metrics, design, pat-
terns, Native culture 
and history - where 
you get to take home the plate you cre-
ate. Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 1201 
W Malvern, Fullerton, Free register at 
www.themuck.org. 
 

FRI NOV 5 & SAT NOV 6 
•2pm-5 pm FRI •9am-3 pm SAT, 
Open to the public California Native 
plant sale Fullerton Arboretum $5 
Check out over 100 varieties of 
California-native plants grown here at 
the Arboretum! An exclusive opportuni-
ty to bring questions, plant lists or gar-
den layouts with you to discuss with our 
talented team of Horticulturists. 1900 
Associated Rd • (657) 278-3407 
 

SAT OCTOBER 23 
•11am-5pm: Golden Years Vintage 
Market Farmers Park 412 S Anaheim 
Blvd, Anaheim  
A vintage clothing and vinyl records 
market dedicated to keeping the past 
alive!

Classes & More

Theater

SAT OCTOBER 23 & 30 
•9pm: Night of the Living Dead $29 
This is a one of a kind experience, per-
fect for the Halloween season. 
Maverick Theater  
110 E Walnut Ave, Ste B, Fullerton 
(714) 526-7070 

Coming Soon 
Santa Claus Conquers the Martians 

November 20 – December 23

KIDS  
EAT FREE  

3 to 7pm, Oct 31 
Halloween Day 

111 N Harbor Blvd. 
Downtown Fullerton  

714.871.TACO (8226) 

Discover Fullerton  
on Foot LIVE! 

 
 

Saturdays, 8:30am - 10:30am 
 
The Community Center’s popular 
video series goes LIVE with monthly 
in-person guided walks around town. 
Free of charge, but registration is 
required. 
 

10/23 Fullerton Mysteries 
Strange structures, secret societies, 
and mysterious buildings are on the 
menu for this month’s walking tour. 
This guided walk will start and end at 
the Community Center and will take 
about one leisurely hour. 
 

11/20 Civic Center Tour 
Perfect for out-of-town guests. Walk 
around our historic Civic Center area 
and learn about Fullerton’s past and 
present. 
 

12/18 Lovely Laguna Lake 
This tour will start and end at Laguna 
Lake Park, NOT the Community 
Center. Get some exercise and learn 
about the plants, animals, and sur-
prising history of this Fullerton land-
mark.  
 

Free but registration is required  
at Fullerton Parks and Recreation  

714-738-6575 



by Jesse La Tour 
 

The latest exhibit at the Fullerton 
Museum Center “Land as Kin” features 
work by native American artists living 
and working in Southern California. The 
exhibit recontextualizes the modern 
landscape through native perspectives. 

Curated by Kelly Chidester, the exhib-
it is part of a multi-venue collaboration 
between the Muckenthaler 
Cultural Center, Fullerton 
College, Fullerton Museum 
Center, and CSU Fullerton.  

Gerald Clark Jr., a mem-
ber of the Cahuilla tribe, 
explores the loss of ances-
tral homelands through 
rampant real-estate devel-
opment.  His “One Tract 
Mind” installation features 
tract homes built over a 
native landscape. “When 
the housing crisis hap-
pened and a lot of people 
were getting foreclosed 
on,” Clark said. “I thought 
if anyone can relate to what 
it’s like to lose a home or 
homeland, it’s an Indian.” 

Lewis deSoto, also a member of the 
Cahuilla tribe, features long panoramic 
photos of man-made extraction of 
power (electric and otherwise) from 
native lands and communities. 

Katie Dorame creates collages layer-
ing ancient and contemporary images. 
"In California, you get stuck in a con-
versation about only the past. I'm always 
having to tell people, 'Yes, yes. We're 
still here," Dorame said. 

According to the Land as Kin website, 
“Mercedes Dorame’s work explores her 
deep connection to the ancestral home-
lands of Tovaangar. A Native of our 
shared Orange County region and the 

village of Hotuuknga where Fullerton 
lies, Dorame uses photography to exam-
ine the profound loss experienced by her 
people. Through Dorame's lens, loss is a 
means to establish permanent records of 
Indigenous presence in a country that 
continues to erase Native people. Her 
work speaks to the potential to recon-
nect to the lands of personal, spiritual, 
familial, and cultural significance.” 

Los Angeles-based 
artist River Garza mixes 
ancestral iconography 
with contemporary 
issues to comment on 
issues of identity and 
representation. 

“Due to my tribe’s 
lack of access to our tra-
ditional land base, visual 
sovereignty, that act of 
creating work free of the 
demands of the Western 
canon becomes a crucial 
site for the practice of 
tribal sovereignty and 
for the perpetuation of 
our collective memory,” 
Garza said. 

The exhibit features a video/poem 
entitled “State of the Earth Address” 
which was composed jointly by Kelly 
Cabellero and Megan Dorame for the 
2020 Hollywood Digital Climate 
Summit. The poem comments on the 
potential of native practices to address 
contemporary problems such as pollu-
tion and climate change. 

“Land as Kin” at the Fullerton 
Museum Center (located at 301 N. 
Pomona Ave., Fullerton, 92832) is on 
display through December 9, 2021. The 
museum is open Thursdays 12 to 8pm, 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 12 to 4pm. 

To learn more visit 
www.landaskin.org.
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‘Land as Kin’ explores Southern 
California through native eyes

  
The exhibit is  

part of  
a multi-venue  
collaboration 
between the 

Muckenthaler 
Cultural Center, 

Fullerton College, 
Fullerton Museum 

Center, and  
CSU Fullerton. 

HITS  
&   
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2021

NO TIME TO DIE: A HIT AND  MISS

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

 Ian Fleming, the novelist who created 
the iconic James Bond, served during 
World War II as special assistant to the 
director of Britain’s naval intelligence. 
With a Scottish father and a French 
mother, Fleming had spent considerable 
time on the continent and was fluent in 
both parents’ languages as well as in 
German. His enriched background plus 
a fertile imagination provided fodder for 
14 novels that would inspire 25 films. 

The film franchise began in 1963 with 
“Dr. No,” featuring a then little-known 
actor, Sean Connery, who went on to star 
in eight more Bond films before the role 
passed on to Roger Moore, Timothy 
Dalton, Pierce Brosnan, and Daniel 
Craig.  Craig tells us this 
will be his last Bond film. 
The franchise has also gone 
through several directors, 
including the talented Sam 
Mendes. But “No Time to 
Die” is directed and co-
written by a newer talent, 
Cary Fukunaga, who 
brings to the screen a more 
updated Bond, one more 
emotionally vulnerable 
than the prior action 
heroes. 

Retired from Britain’s 
MC16 intelligence agency and living in 
Jamaica, Bond is first seen hauling in a 
catch of sizable fish and seemingly 
enjoying the sun and leisure. However, 
at a nightclub that evening he is 
approached by a newly minted CIA 
agent, Paloma (Ana de Armas). 
Beautiful and dressed in an elegant, 
slinky gown, she entices Bond to her 
room, where she tells him about an 
alarming worldwide menace about to be 
unleashed. Would he consider working 
with the C.I.A. on locating the villain 
behind this? He is then approached by 
the C.I.A.’s Felix Leiter (Jeffrey Wright) 
who tells him that the threatened menace 
is a newly manufactured virus that is one 
hundred percent lethal. 

To verify this, Bond returns to Britain 
to talk to his old boss at MI6 (Ralph 
Fiennes), who is amused that the C.I.A. 
is now trying to hire his former agent. 
Although Bond’s assigned number 007 
has now passed on to a new agent, MI6 
would like to hire him back to work on 

this urgent international menace. His 
loyalties still with the British agency, 
Bond agrees.  Soon he meets the new 
007, Nomi (Lashana Lynch), a strong, 
competent, Black woman, with whom 
he will later be working. The villain 
behind the worldwide plot has the devil-
ish name of Lyusifer Safin (Rami 
Malek), who is sometimes seen masked 
and who has a pocked face that adds to 
his unattractive presence. He is also 
known by Bond to have murdered the 
mother of Madeleine Swann (Lea 
Seydoux) when Madeleine was still a 
child. 

On his new assignment, Bond is off to 
Italy where he visits the grave of a 

woman he once loved, 
Vesper Lynd (from an ear-
lier Bond movie “Casino 
Royale”). He also recon-
nects with Madeleine (Léa 
Sedoux), a woman for 
whom he has held a strong 
attraction but is not certain 
he can trust. Sedoux is 
wonderful in this role, and 
through her another char-
acter is introduced to the 
Bond saga. For fans of 
Bond at his toughest and 
craftiest, the plazas and 

narrow roads of Italy provide scenes 
where he maneuvers his Aston Martin 
with its bullet-proof windows and head-
lights that can emit high-powered bul-
lets. He also takes on and obliterates five 
guys sent to kill him. 

Running two hours and 43 minutes, 
“No Time to Die” could easily have 
been a half hour shorter by editing out 
some of the car chases and some of the 
unnecessary violence. However, long-
standing Bond fans might enjoy these 
scenes the most. When Fukunaga was 
interviewed about his writing and direct-
ing a film in the Bond saga that has last-
ed half a century, he said that he wanted 
to get the “right mix of action and emo-
tion.” Craig was in total agreement with 
this goal and we see it in his acting. 
Fukunaga said that going back to 
Fleming’s early novels and short stories 
enabled him to achieve this goal and 
audiences will notice a more nuanced 
Bond than has appeared in the previous 
films.

  
Audiences will 
notice a more 
nuanced Bond 

than has 
appeared in  
the previous 

films.

Native artist Mercedes Dorame stands with her artwork.
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Monte Alban Keeps Mexican 
Culture and Tradition Alive 

Through Folkloric Dance

VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2021

Early on a Saturday morning in a 
parking lot behind the family-run busi-
ness of El Pachuco, shouts and spirited 
cries were exchanged between folkloric 
dancers and their families in the audi-
ence as they performed dances from dif-
ferent states of Mexico. “Dancing helps 
keep Mexican tradition and culture alive 
because with dance we express our cus-
toms, traditions, and feelings of the 
communities,” said Maestra Fe Canseco 
de Perez, director of Monte Alban, a 
non-profit folkloric dance company 
based in Fullerton. Established in 2003, 
Monte Alban has helped performers 
learn and appreciate the art of dance, 
both in practice and performance. While 
the COVID-19 pandemic has greatly 
affected Monte Alban and continues to 
affect them, they have persevered and 
have kept dancing, adapting to the 
times. 

Fe, a Fullerton resident who works as 
a dance teacher for All the Arts for All 
the Kids, explained that Mexican folk-
loric dance is the bodily experience of 
cultural traditions, which can be repre-
sented by anyone, not necessarily a 
dancer. Originally from the state of 
Oaxaca, Mexico, she named her dance 
group Monte Alban after the most 
important archaeological site of Oaxaca. 
She started the group because she want-
ed to help kids. “I wanted to help them 
maintain a positive focus in life so they 
wouldn’t get involved in negative activ-
ities such as the gangs I would see out-
side apartments,” Fe said. 

Fe got involved with Folkloric 
Dancing after suffering an accident in 

gymnastics. “That made me go back to 
what I had done as a young girl, some-
thing I had always liked,” she said. 
“Here in the USA, I got 
involved with dancing to 
be close to my daughters 
and seeing kids playing 
something that was not to 
their benefit outside the 
apartment, made me want 
to do this. I have been 
dancing and giving class-
es for 40 years.”  

Monte Alban has per-
formed numerous dances 
from at least 15 of the 32 
states of Mexico in dif-
ferent theaters, from the 
Fullerton High School 
Auditorium to Fullerton 
College Auditorium to 
the Muckenthaler Cultural Center to 
Pearson Park Amphitheater to the 
Anaheim Center for the Performing Arts 
at Servite.  

“Prior to the pandemic, we performed 
six to eight times a year. Since the pan-
demic, only once. We lost our dance stu-
dio because we did not have the finan-
cial means to pay the monthly rent,” Fe 
said. “We couldn’t count on all our 
members to gather sufficient funds, so 
we had to let our studio go. The children 
were afraid to take dance classes, and 
many did not like the online classes, so 
the group began to disintegrate.” 
However, Fe kept her members motivat-
ed and engaged by finding a way to have 
them develop another art: drawing and 
painting. Bringing the two different art 

forms together, Monte Alban had con-
tests—everything from holiday arts and 
crafts to kite decorating contests. With 
this, the class became more enjoyable 
on Zoom for younger members. 

Fortunately, the folkloric dance com-
pany was able to find a new rehearsal 
area for their members at a private park-
ing lot owned by El Pachuco, a family-
run business that sells and rents classic 
zoot suits. Now, with pandemic restric-
tions easing, Monte Alban is having live 
classes again. This time, they are danc-
ing outdoors with due respect to social 

distancing as well as other 
pandemic precautions. 
The group currently has 
about 50 dancers. Their 
most experienced mem-
bers have learned around 
100 dances. Performers do 
not make their own cos-
tumes, but on occasion, 
they hand-make their 
accessories. 

“Our costumes are very 
important because with 
them we make known the 
state or region to which it 
belongs, taking into 
account its traditions,” Fe 
said. 

One Saturday morning in October, I 
was lucky enough to be invited to a spe-
cial performance by Monte Alban 
behind El Pachuco. All the Arts for All 
the Kids dance instructor Christina 
Garner kindly put me in contact with Fe 
Perez, who then set up a special show 
for both of us, featuring all the current 
members of Monte Alban. When 
Christina and I arrived, we could see a 
group of performers lined up in rows in 
a spacious section of the parking lot, 
dressed in their beautiful black and red 
costumes, practicing. Some were wear-
ing t-shirts with the Monte Alban logo, 
and all were wearing matching masks. 

The dancers performed numbers from 
Jalisco, Chiapas, Campeche, Veracruz, 

and Puebla. The music and the move-
ment of the performers changed depend-
ing on the dance. Families and friends of 
the performers stood in the shade, 
watching, and exchanging “gritos.” 
These shouts and spirited cries are 
meant to express happiness, joy, and 
encouragement to animate the dancers 
in their performances. There are distinc-
tive “gritos” for different regions of the 
country, such as the trill from Veracruz 
or the shouts of mariachi performers. 

Monte Alban celebrates Day of the 
Dead by creating an entire show in 
honor of the occasion. “We have partic-
ipated in parades,” Fe said. “We cele-
brate by making sugar and paper skulls, 
and creating ‘Altars’ for the dead, edu-
cating others in the history and celebra-
tions of Day of the Dead.” 

Monte Alban is a registered 501C 
non-profit group and receives additional 
support from the Estrella Family 
Foundation, a non-profit based in 
Fullerton serving local needs. High 
school students looking for community 
service hours can volunteer to help with 
homework tutoring or small group 
activities for children during company 
rehearsals.  

Monte Alban is also looking for assis-
tance with grant writing for arts funding 
from city, state, or federal sources. 
Interested members of the community 
can support Monte Alban by helping 
them in their search for an affordable 
location for indoor studio space, espe-
cially as the cold rainy winter months 
approach. They are also looking for 
secure storage facilities for their large 
costume collection. If anyone is interest-
ed in helping, please contact their 
administrative secretary Veronica Kraus 
by email at vckrause@gmail.com or by 
phone at (714) 883-4661 regarding tax-
deductible donations or further informa-
tion. Interested readers can also visit the 
Grupo Folklorico Monte Alban 
Facebook page for information about 
upcoming events and performances.

  
 

Monte Alban  
has performed 

numerous dances 
from at least  
15 of the 32  

states of Mexico  
in different  

venues locally.

Monte Alban Folklorico Dancers.
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FROM THE KILLING FIELDS TO ORANGE COUNTY: 
a Refugee Story by Jesse La Tour

 
Fullerton resident Susan Ellis 

Ouleween is a successful business-
woman. She owns an audiovisual com-
pany, works as an HR consultant for 
major corporations, is a mother of two, 
and a proud member of the local Rotary 
club. She has a friendly smile and an up-
beat, can-do personality. 

She is also a survivor of one of the 
worst genocides in human history—the 
brutal regime in Cambodia of the Khmer 
Rouge under dictator Pol Pot and what 
became known as the Killing Fields. 

As the world continues to experience 
numerous refugee crises—Afghans 
attempting to escape the Taliban, 
Haitians fleeing natural disasters and 
political chaos—it is instructive to 
remember the stories of refugees who 
have made it to safety and success (like 
Susan), if only as an exercise in hope. 

 
“My parents still have nightmares”  

Susan’s parents were originally from 
China. They went to Cambodia in 1947 
to avoid the aftermath of WW2, with the 
rise of communist leader Mao Zedong, 
seeking freedom and a better life. 

They met in Cambodia, got married, 
and began to build a life together. They 
owned and ran a hardware store and had 
a relatively good life until another com-
munist regime took power in 
Cambodia—the Khmer Rouge, led by 
the ruthless Pol Pot. 

Pol Pot ordered all the cities to be 
evacuated, forcing millions to leave 
their property and possessions and work 
hard labor in remote farming camps. 

Susan’s parents and their eight chil-
dren had to abandon their home and 
business and work in rice fields in the 
countryside. Starvation, torture, and 
executions were common in these 
killing fields. 

“My family saw people 
get executed right in front 
of them,” Susan said. 

Two of her brothers 
died—one of starvation 
and another of disease. 

Susan, the youngest of 
the siblings, was born in a 
cave in the countryside in 
1975, the same year the 
Khmer Rouge came to 
power. Mercifully, she 
has no memory of these 
horrors. 

While in the camp, her 
family got only one hand-
ful of rice per day. Her 
siblings got rice 
soup/porridge and she got actual rice 
because she was a baby. 

“Until I was in high school, I didn’t 
know a whole lot about it because my 
family, including my siblings, wouldn’t 
talk about it. They said it was just so 
horrible. My parents still have night-
mares,” Susan said. 

Escape  
It is estimated that around two million 

people (or a quarter of the population of 
Cambodia) perished during the brutal 
regime of Pol Pot (1975-1979). 

Susan’s father wrote a letter to a friend 
in the United States, who contacted the 
Red Cross and agreed to sponsor the 
family. 

But to get help from the Red Cross, 
the family had to walk for over 30 days 
to the Thailand border. 

“My mom told me we would sleep 
under trees. We had almost nothing,” 
Susan said. “We would eat tree roots, 
rats, snakes, berries.” 

When the family reached the Thailand 
border, the border security would not let 
them cross unless they bribed them. 

“Of course we didn’t have any money 
so they put bags over our heads, put us 
in a vehicle and dropped us far away, 
leaving us for dead,” she said. “Our 
hopes were shattered.” 

But her father would not give up hope. 
So the family walked for another 45 
days, weak and starving. This time, the 
Red Cross found them, took them in and 
got them on a plane to Los Angeles. The 
family arrived in the United States on 
August 3, 1979. 

 
Donut Shops  

The family didn’t speak any English 
when they arrived and their sponsor did-
n’t show up to meet them. They slept 
overnight at LAX and were able to con-
vince a nice couple with hand signals to 
drive them to their sponsor’s address. 
They all piled into a station wagon and 
drove to Orange County. 

Unfortunately, their sponsor couldn’t 
support them, so the Red Cross helped 
the refugee family find an apartment and 
gave them a small amount of money. 

Her parents got in touch 
with a man named Ted 
Ngoy, who gave her par-
ents work in his donut 
shop. Ted Ngoy is the sub-
ject of a recent PBS docu-
mentary called “The 
Donut King.” Ngoy, who 
was Cambodian/Chinese, 
and a former refugee him-
self, opened a donut chain 
called Christy’s and 
helped many 
C a m b o d i a n / C h i n e s e 
refugees get their start in 
the donut business. This is 
why many donut shops in 
Southern California are 
Cambodian-owned. There 

is still a Christy’s donuts in Fullerton. 
Eventually, Susan’s parents were able 

to open their own donut shop in 
Anaheim. They eventually opened other 
shops in Santa Ana and Lakewood. All 
of Susan’s siblings worked in the donut 
shops. 

“I remember being in the donut shop 
at four years old,” Susan said. 

By the time she was eight years old, 
Susan was working the cash register. By 
junior high, she was running a donut 
shop after school from 3pm to midnight. 

“I had to do homework and all the 
responsibilities of the donut shop,” 
Susan remembers. “From a young age, I 
had a lot of responsibility.” 

 
“If you put your mind to it,  

you’ll make it happen”  
When she graduated high school, 

Susan wanted to go to college. Her par-
ents wanted her to continue managing 
the donut shop. 

“I figured out how to pay for college 
myself,” she said. 

The summer before her first semester 
at Cal State University, Fullerton, she 
worked a full-time day job at an 
accounting firm plus nights at the donut 
shop seven days a week. 

With hard work and determination, 
she managed to graduate from CSUF. 

She eventually quit the donut shop and 
began a career in Human Resources. 

“From there I went on to a lot of big 
corporations and I ended up being a VP 
of HR. Now I own my own business,” 
Susan said. 

Today, Susan lives in Fullerton with 
her husband Dan, her two children, and 
her stepson. 

A couple years ago, she won the 
Warrior Award from the Fullerton 
Women’s Leadership Forum. 

“The message I tell people is that we, 
especially women, have limiting beliefs 
and that’s what prevents us from achiev-
ing our goals I feel strongly that if you 
set your mind to it, you’ll make it hap-
pen.” 

From the killing fields of Cambodia to 
donut shops in Orange County, to a 
career as a successful businesswoman, 
Susan’s story is a testament to hope and 
hard work. 

“I’m very lucky to be alive,” she said. 
“Today, I feel so fortunate. I live every 
day how I want to live—fully and happi-
ly.”

  
But her father 
would not give  

up hope.  
So the family 

walked for  
another 45 days, 

weak and  
starving until  
the Red Cross 
found them.

ABOVE: Susan Ellis Ouweleen (youngest child seated on her father’s lap) with her 
family who escaped from the killing fields in Cambodia in 1979.

BELOW: Susan Ellis Ouweleen today owns an audiovisual company in Fullerton.



OPINION

Fullerton 
Observer

The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed mainly by local volunteers who 
create, publish, and distribute the paper 
throughout our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one- 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper. Our purpose is to inform Fullerton 
residents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
 

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  
are distributed throughout Fullerton  

and sent through the mail to subscribers  
every two weeks except only once  

in January, July & August.  
   

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
 Subscriptions are $35 per year. 

Sign up and pay with Credit Card at 
www.fullertonobserver.com 

or by check with name & address to:  
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  

Fullerton CA 92834-7051 
 

________________________________ 
 

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Call 714-525-6402, or email  
ads@fullertonobserver.com 

or visit us online at  
www.fullertonobserver.com 

________________________________ 
 

SUBMISSIONS:  
Submissions on any topic of interest  

are accepted from Fullerton residents. 
We strive to get something about  

everything in but shorter pieces do have 
a better chance of getting in.  

Email: contact@fullertonobserver.com  
________________________________ 

 
• STAFF• 

 • EDITOR: Jesse La Tour 
•ADVERTISING COORDINATOR:  

Saskia Kennedy 
•CHIEF DIGITAL OFFICER: Mehul Desai 

•REPORTERS: Matthew Leslie, 
Jane Reifer, Judith Kaluzny,  

Lance Langdon 
• COPY EDITOR: Terry Hendricks 

• SPANISH COPY EDITORS:  
Guillermo and Melissa Trabado 

 • DISTRIBUTION: Irene Kobayashi,   
 Marjorie Kerr, Leslie Allen,  

Saskia Kennedy 
•ROVING REPORTER: Jere Greene  

 • COUNCIL REPORT: Jesse La Tour 
 • DOWNTOWN REPORT: Mike Ritto 

• SCHOOL BOARD REPORTS:  
Jan Youngman & Vivien Moreno  
•YOUTH EDITOR: Francine Vudoti 

 •POLITICAL COMMENTARY:  
 Jonathan Dobrer, Vince Buck 
•CROSSWORD: Valerie Brickey 

•PHOTOGRAPHERS: Emerson Little,  
Mike Ritto, Jere Greene 
•SCIENCE: Sarah Mosko  

•DROUGHT GARDENING: Penny Hlavac 
• MOVIE REVIEW: Joyce Mason 

• THEATRE REVIEWS: Angela Hatcher 
•VIDEO OBSERVER: Emerson Little 

 
Created & Published in Fullerton  

by locals since 1978 
  Published by Fullerton Observer LLC

The Early November 2021 issue  
will hit the stands on November 1. 

 SUBMISSION & AD   
DEADLINE: October 25.

 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2021

Should there be limits on governmen-
tally mandated medications? If we 
already put Fluoride in the water to pre-
vent tooth decay and discoloration, why 
not put Lipitor, or other Statins, in the 
water to prevent heart disease? 
Seriously, 650,000 die from heart dis-
ease annually in the United States. 
Maybe we should also consider medicat-
ing our social rage and anxieties. Surely 
that could reduce road rage and possibly 
even gun violence. Guns alone cost us 
more than 30,000 lives here, and half are 
suicides. Seems clear 
that putting some Xanax 
in the water might make 
us more peaceful. 

All of these, possibly 
Swiftian, proposals 
would save more lives 
than Fluoride and would 
be for our own good. 
Right? Well, no, but why 
not? What’s the differ-
ence between mandating 
vaccines and medicating 
other lethal conditions? 

I ask these questions, 
not as an anti-vaxxer. 
I’m very much in favor 
of mandating the 
COVID vaccines. I got 
my first shot on the first 
day possible and my sec-
ond on the first appropri-
ate day. I even got my 
third a little early. Clearly, I’m not vac-
cine hesitant. In fact, I’m a vaccine 
enthusiast. 

Still, there is an important question 
and a nuanced conversation to be had 
concerning the government’s constitu-
tional ability to medicate us—even for 
our own good. 

I don’t, however, believe that there are 
great legal issues around mandates to 
fight communicable diseases. George 
Washington required smallpox vaccina-
tions for his troops, and to prove their 
safety had his wife Martha get publicly 
vaccinated. President Eisenhower got 
his Salk polio vaccine shot publicly. 
We‘ve seen the government fight back 
against vaccine hesitancy and lead by 
example. Yes, President Trump is a 
counterexample who, though the vac-
cine was developed on his watch, took 
the shots in secret while calling COVID 

a hoax. 
Various governments have fought 

communicable diseases by requiring iso-
lation, quarantine, and vaccines. 
Currently as many as 17 vaccines are in 
mandated use in the United States. The 
politicizing of the COVID vaccine is 
unprecedented in size and scope, and it’s 
not simply from the right wing but also 
from some liberals. 

Since COVID is a dangerous and 
worldwide phenomenon that has already 
killed about three quarters of a million 

people in the United 
States, I’m not very sym-
pathetic even to sincere, 
if misguided, hesitancy, 
and I’m actually hostile 
to the cynical human sac-
rifice caused by political 
anti-vaxxers who literally 
know better. How do the 
talking heads on Fox 
spew anti-vax lies while 
they personally are vacci-
nated because Fox 
requires it of them? 

Many unions, from 
teachers to nurses, from 
police to firefighters, are 
fighting mandates and 
trying to make this a 
choice and freedom 
issue. It isn’t. The classic 
example of the limits of 
personal freedom is that 

your freedom stops at my nose. That is, 
you can make choices about what you do 
if they do not impinge on my health, 
safety, and right to stay alive. So, your 
freedom to infect others is not a protect-
ed right—either legally or morally. 

However, government itself may 
exceed its mandate by forcefully med-
icating us for non-communicable dis-
eases and problems. The foundational 
issue arose in the mid 19th century when 
scientists discovered that Fluoride could 
prevent tooth decay and discoloration—
particularly when given to the young. 
There were many international studies 
of Fluoride. In large concentrations it 
was found to be toxic, however, in small 
doses it seemed a miracle, not a cure, but 
preventive. New Zealand went from 
having the highest rate of tooth decay to 
the lowest following the addition of 
Fluoride to their water. We had a con-

Governmentally  
Mandated Medications

trolled study post WWII in Grand 
Rapids Michigan, the results of which 
led to fluoridation becoming a national 
health policy recommendation in 1951. 

However, adding fluoride to public 
water systems was immediately contro-
versial. Some called it a “communist 
plot.” Others objected on the philosoph-
ical grounds that it was not the govern-
ment’s job to medicate us, even for our 
own good and certainly not to medicate 
every water-drinker because of child-
hood tooth decay. This was a parental 
choice, and it would be better, they 
argued, to add Fluoride to specifically 
dental products such as toothpaste and 
mouthwash. 

Well, Fluoride didn’t turn us into com-
munists or zombies. We didn’t suffer 
massive ill effects. However, the prece-
dent of medicating non-communicable 
diseases or conditions is serious and 
potentially troubling. 

We all know that drugs can be used to 
alter the mood, affect, agitation, and 
anxieties of people. From the liberal side 
there has long been concern over the 
forced medication of the mentally ill. 
Much of our angst comes from the book 
and film, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest. Sedatives, antidepressant, and anti-
psychotic medications can do wonders. 
They can also be used to control behav-
ior and not to treat the disease. 

From the conservative side, the misuse 
of psychiatry and mental illness diag-
noses in the old Soviet Union and mod-
ern Russia are deeply troubling prece-
dents. However, as far as we know they 
never required the mass medicating of 
their societies. But could they? Could 
we? Could Aldous Huxley’s Brave New 
World come true and his Soma, used to 
control the mood of the people, be used 
on us? 

We could calm people with a modern 
Soma or increase productivity with stim-
ulants. We already give soldiers in the 
field and pilots in the air stimulants to 
increase their awareness and endurance. 
Why not boost production in a national 
emergency with Speed? 

Am I being hysterical and unrealistic 
in worrying about what seems to be 
dystopian science fiction? Maybe. I do, 
however, believe that it’s worth thinking 
about. Maybe we could think this 
through if only we could listen and con-
centrate. Ah, but we might be able to 
concentrate if they put the anti ADHD 
drug Adderall in the water. 

My line is relatively clear. Mandated 
medications may be appropriate against 
communicable diseases, but not as a pre-
ventative for personal medical condi-
tions. For Fluoride, Adderall, Lipitor, 
and Xanax consult your personal doctor 
and get them at a pharmacy and not in 
the water. 

 
 
George Washington 
required smallpox 
vaccinations for  

his troops, and to 
prove their safety  

had his wife  
Martha get publicly 

vaccinated.  
 

President 
Eisenhower got his 
polio vaccine shot 

publicly. 

  

 
To carry the  

Fullerton 
Observer  
in your  
business 

  
e-mail 

 contact@fullertonobserver.com 
 or call (714) 525-6402.

Page 12 FULLERTON OBSERVER MID OCTOBER 2021

 
HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION  

 
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the commu-

nity.  The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. 
Opinions are those of the writer.  We must verify your identity, but we 
allow initials only and town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in 
print if a reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. 
Opinions sent to us without name, address and phone number will not 
be printed. Due to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of 
getting in. Please add your contact information so we can verify. 
Thanks!  

 
contact@fullertonobserver.com  

or mail to:  
Fullerton Observer,   

PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton CA 92834
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For the latest COVID-19 information, visit  

www.ochealthinfo.com or call (714) 834-2000

I compliment Chief Dunn and 
Fullerton Police Department on the 
community policing efforts that bring 
officers into talk with and get to know 
members of various communities. But 
the current Fullerton Police Department 
recruitment video which can be seen at 
www.joinfullertonpd.com and also on 
YouTube promises to attract the kind of 
abusive cops we don’t want in Fullerton. 

I also noticed the invitation to military 
and lateral transfers. How does our 

department sift out lateral bad guys 
moving from departments where they 
were allowed to resign instead of being 
fired like some bad players we have had 
in Fullerton? 

Residents do not want military-style 
policing here. We will all be paying the 
price for leaving that video up.  

 
Sharon Kennedy 

Fullerton

I Object to Violent Police Recruitment Video

Re: ‘A Homeless Story’
Father Kriz of St. Philip Benizi 

Church tells a very sad, but very believ-
able story in “A Homeless Story” in the 
early October edition. I'm homeless and 
have been living in my vehicle in 
Fullerton for the past several years. I 
recently needed the services of the 
Fullerton Navigation Center—the 
"homeless shelter"—but I stayed for 
only twelve nights. It took several 
months and several fragmented, frac-
tured conversations with at least three 
different contacts to be accepted for 
entry to this shelter. I made some 
friends there, and I might need to return 
someday soon. But if this happens, I'll 
go in with my eyes wide open.  

This shelter and its ground rules were 
no doubt created by pressure from the 
surrounding community. It's a clean, 

Reproductive Rights
My name is Kaylee and I am 17 years old, I live in a current state of worry. I am 

worried that I will not have the rights to my own body. I am worried that my friends 
will not have the rights to their bodies. I am only 17 and no one deserves at 17 to 
have their rights taken away. So if you are a man, and you are on the other side of 
my argument, I want you to take the time and think about what you are doing. Your 
daughter, sister, mother, wife could lose the right to their own reproductive system. 
Right now I want everyone to address this topic considering it is extremely relevant 
in today's times.  

Kaylee 
Fullerton

A New Column Idea
I live in the City and love stopping by 

my local coffee shop to grab a copy of 
The Observer. I find myself reading and 
working the crossword puzzles, but I 
notice a missing column that I hope you 
will like the idea of and can implement.  

I am from a very small town called 
Ojai, which also has a local paper. 
Through my childhood years, I would sit 
at the dining room table with my parents 
and discuss the "Thumbs up/Thumbs 
down" column of the paper. As it 
sounds, community members submit a 
short compliment or complaint regard-
ing happenings around town. For exam-
ple, a recent member posted a "thumbs 
up" to the people who clipped back the 
Eucalyptus trees in front of the local 
high school to prevent a fire hazard. 
Others have submitted a "thumbs down" 
to the person who littered in the wildlife 
preserve or failed to pick up their dog's 
poop. 

It is clever and brings attention to the 
little things in the community to find joy 
in or to help make better. It gets commu-
nity members involved and aware of the 

happenings around them.  
With Fullerton being a similar style 

community, I think a "Thumbs up/ 
Thumbs down" column is a small way to 
continue the community's involvement 
in The Observer.  

Below is how the Ojai Valley News 
described how they conduct the column:  

"Are very short anonymous commen-
tary (limit 40 words) in the Opinion sec-
tion of Ojai Valley News. Readers may 
recognize local individuals/organiza-
tions/events for a specific reason, e.g. 
"A reader sends a Thumbs Up to XXXX 
for helping get their car started when the 
battery died last week," or, "A reader 
sends a Thumbs Down to XXX for leav-
ing trash behind after their event 
Saturday at Libbey Bowl." 

I hope this is intriguing and sparks 
interest with you all at The Observer. 
You all do great work and I would love 
to see where this takes you. 

Thumbs up to The Observer. 
            

Andrea H. 
Fullerton

Powerwashing of Sidewalk and Stoops by 
Fullerton Public Works Employee

Before 7am, almost every day of the 
week, a Fullerton Public Works employ-
ee power-washes the sidewalk and two 
front stoops of Rutabegorz restaurant on 
Pomona...  No other business in this 
neighborhood gets this treatment that I 
can see. 

Note: I walk from Acacia and 
Commonwealth to the Fullerton 
Museum Center every day and back, so 
I see what's what around 7 in the morn-
ing. 

Last week, I left a voicemail message 

with Meg McWade about this use of 
public funds. Is the employee being 
paid by Rutabegorz for this service? Is 
Rutabegorz paying?  And how many 
other businesses are getting this maybe 
FREE service from our city? 

No response from her. 
Is this a misuse of public funds? 
Maybe you'd like to pose this question 

in the paper? 
 

Susan Petrella 
Fullerton

Friends of Coyote Hills Adopt-a-Park
As part of the City of Fullerton’s "Adopt a Park/Trail" program, the Friends of 

Coyote Hills will be hosting a clean up party every 3rd Saturday on the Nora Kuttner 
Trail which runs along Coyote Hills from Euclid to Gilbert/Idaho. Meet Location: 
park and meet in the lower parking lot of Sunny Hills Church of Christ, 2255 N 
Euclid Street, Fullerton Bring: water, gloves, and "trash grabbers" if you have them. 
The city has provided us with trash bags and thin gloves. Wear: sunscreen and com-
fortable shoes like sneakers or boots. Masks are recommended but, at this time, are 
not mandatory. Bring family & friends and roll up your sleeves with us to keep 
Coyote Hills beautiful.

newer facility built inside an industrial 
warehouse type of building. But, with 
no windows or skylights anywhere, 
anyone who is the least bit altered or 
visually impaired might not ever be able 
to tell what time it is. There's a clock on 
one wall in a public area, but without 
natural daylight, you quickly fall out of 
a normal circadian rhythm and it's easy 
to become disoriented and want to sleep 
all day. There is a small outdoor patio 
area, built with high and solid walls so 
no one can see out or in. And you can sit 
in patio chairs and stare at the sides of 
the parked transport vans and breathe in 
exhaust fumes while you eat breakfast. 
It looks and feels like a prison yard. But 
the worst insult is the complicated 
transport/shuttle system that most shel-
ter residents have to use to get around. 
This is an industrial area, and prohibit-
ing shelter residents from leaving on 
foot during daylight hours and walking 
to a nearby bus stop on their own is 
expensive and ridiculous.  

Sad to say that the community that 
most wants us long-term homeless to 
adopt and adapt to their norms is the 
same community that condemns us all 
for poor decisions or, in some cases, for 
not making any decisions at all. For 
most of us, our only crime is being poor. 
And that's a major felony in Orange 
County. 

 
C. Gordon 
Fullerton



TRIBUTES

Patricia Ann Chingari Hulett, age 86, passed away 
on October 4, 2021 at her Fullerton home of 53 
years. She was surrounded by her loving family as 
her sweet spirit went to be with the Lord. Patty was 
born January 27, 1935 in Utica, New York to Vito 
and Elvira De Felice. She was preceded in death by 
both parents; her first Husband Joseph Chingari, in 
1981 father of their five children; son Vito Chingari 
in 2009; son Joseph Chingari Jr. in 2015; 2nd hus-
band Bob Hulett; fiance’ Pete Mastren and several 
other loved ones who have gone before her. 

Patty is survived by her three daughters; Christina 
Hearron, Darlene Chingari-Gordon, Robin 

Chingari; son-in-law Tim Gordon; grandchildren Rebecca Chingari, Kevin 
Chingari & wife Danielle; great grandchildren Ashley McNabb & husband 
Brice McNabb, Cohen Chingari; great great grandchildren Andrew Chingari 
and Alexandria McNabb; several stepchildren; sisters Jackie Woods, Carol 
LaRock & brother-in-law Peter LaRock; several in laws, nieces, and nephews. 

Numerous lives were touched by Patty’s presence, and she will be deeply 
missed. 

A Celebration of Patty’s life was held on October 13, 2021 at McAulay & 
Wallace Mortuary in Fullerton, followed by interment at Holy Sepulcher 
Cemetery in Orange, concluding with a reception at her home.

Dede Ginter, an award-winning pioneer in the 
history of Orange County public relations and a 
community activist, died Oct. 1 of natural causes. 
The longtime Fullerton resident was 92. 

Born in Chicago on Aug. 22, 1929, to Dorothy 
and Ben Henner, Dede met Edward in 1948 and 
married in 1950. In 1969 they moved their family 
to Fullerton when Edward accepted a transfer 
with Beckman Instruments. 

From 1974-1977, she chaired the Fullerton 
Bicentennial Committee helping to bring artist 
Aldo Casanova’s replica sculpture “Flight” to 
Fullerton City Hall grounds. The original is in the 
Smithsonian in Washington D.C. She served as program coordinator for the 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center and served as board director for numerous non-
profits. 

Dede, founder of Ginter Associates, was among the first women to hold 
membership in the OC Chapter of the Public Relations Society of America 
(PRSA). She earned 25 PRSA excellence awards during her long career. By 
1983, her agency merged with Mastroianni Family Enterprises, the largest 
caterer (Jay’s Catering) in Southern California at that time. 

In 1988, she won the North Orange County YWCA Silver Medallion Award 
for leadership in the field of communications. And in 1996 was designated a 
life member of Women for OC for her leadership roles and commitment to 
community service. 

She is survived by her husband; daughters Barbara (John) Craddock and 
Susan Ginter; grandchildren Jeffrey (Lisa) Craddock and Leslie (Didier) Sand; 
and great-grandchildren Jordan and Dylan Craddock and Lucy and Talia Sand. 

Donations in Dede’s memory may be sent to a favorite charity or to one of 
Dede’s special interests: Women’s American ORT, Planned Parenthood, 
ASPCA, Democratic candidates or Magen David Adom (Israeli Red Cross). 

A celebration of life will be held at 1 pm on Oct. 24. For further information, 
contact lisacradd@gmail.com.

Dede Ginter   1929 - 2021 

HOW TO SEND A TRIBUTE 
Fullerton residents: 185 words & one photo are free, 5” by 3.75” 

All space over that is charged same as for nonresident. 
For more information call (714) 812-8922 or email ads@fullertonobserver.com.
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Tree of the Month: Coast Live Oak 
at Fullerton College by Jane Reifer

The Heritage Trees Committee (HTC) 
presents the Coast Live Oak at 434 E. 
Chapman Avenue as November’s Tree 
of the Month. It was chosen to recognize 
its historic, cultural, and ecological val-
ues in the hope that it can be preserved 
and protected. 

Spreading over 50 feet wide, this is the 
largest Coast live oak on Fullerton 
College property. It stands 
as a rare example of a 
mature native oak in a 
south Fullerton neighbor-
hood. 

It’s across the street from 
the main Fullerton College 
campus in what is slated to 
become the parking lot of a 
proposed new Instructional 
Building, but is currently a 
recently cleared, vacant dirt 
lot. Several of the houses 
original to the property 
have been demolished (two of which 
were saved and relocated). It is unclear 
whether the tree is still standing because 
there was only budget for the structure 
demolition, or whether the tree was 
meant to be preserved. HTC is inquiring 
whether the tree can be saved, and the 
public is invited to submit recommenda-
tions on the best way to accomplish this. 

Coast live oaks (Quercus agrifolia) 
are native to southern California and are 
an iconic species of the southern 
California landscape and history. For 
thousands of years, vast savannahs of 
oaks provided for indigenous California 
communities. Acorns ripening in late 
Summer through Fall were prepared as 
“wéwish,” a porridge, which was a 
dietary staple. Oak wood was an impor-
tant resource for firewood, and for mak-

ing baskets and hunting bows. Oaks also 
provide excellent habitat for birds and 
other wildlife. 

Individual trees may live over 250 
years and they are extremely drought 
tolerant. They are cherished for provid-
ing cooling shade, aesthetic appeal, air 
quality benefits, and wildlife habitat. 
Interestingly, many California cities 

have oak tree preservation 
laws that recognize oaks as 
the significant historic, aes-
thetic, and ecological 
resource that they are. 

There is also a mature 
avocado on the south bor-
der that could be kept as 
part of the new develop-
ment. Luckily, both trees 
are on the perimeter of the 
project. If preserved, care 
should be taken to prevent 
damage to their canopies 

and root systems during and after con-
struction, and irrigation should be 
directed away from their trunks. 

Next City Tree Planting Grant work-
shop: Tuesday, Oct 26th 6pm-7:30 at the 
Fullerton Community Center. 

Free event where noted local tree 
enthusiast Jensen Hallstrom will be pre-
senting as part of the City’s program on 
“Fullerton’s Unique Urban Forest.” You 
will learn things you never knew about 
Fullerton, and you will be inspired. 

The deadline to take the City’s Tree 
Survey is December 31, 2021. It’s about 
halfway down on the City’s website 
homepage.  

To reach the Heritage Trees 
Committee (HTC) call or text  

714-729-3019 or visit 
www.SaveFullerton.com/Trees

PHOTO BY JENSEN HALLSTROM

  
Spreading  

over 50 feet  
wide, this is  
the largest  

Coast live oak  
on Fullerton 

College property.



Four Budget Scenarios with ARPA (Fiscal/Service Level Impacts)

Scenario 1: $3.8M Vacancy 
Savings & use ARPA for 
Revenue Replacement (No 
additional cuts)

Scenario 3: $3.8M Vacancy 
Savings plus 5% budget cuts 
& use ARPA for Revenue 
Replacement

Scenario 2: $3.8M Vacancy 
Savings plus 2% budget cuts & 
use ARPA for Revenue 
Replacement 

Scenario 4: $3.8M Vacancy 
Savings & use ARPA for 
Revenue Replacement (No 
additional cuts)

ARPA – Revenue 
Replacement 

(Gov’t Operations)

ARPA – Non-
Budgeted Projects/ 

Programs

Impact to 
Contingency 
Reserve Level

Service Impacts

$19.4M $13.3M   about 13%
Continuation of cur-

rent reduced service lev-
els with ~37 positions 
held vacant

$8.7M $24M   about 13%
~51 position reduc-

tions results in signifi-
cant negative impact on 
City service levels

$2.7M * $30M   about 17% ~72 position reduc-
tions results in 
ext reme/debi l i ta t ing 
impact to all City depart-
ments.

$24.1M $8.6M about 17% Continuation of current 
reduced service levels 
with ~37 positions held 
vacant

* ~$700,000 for Revenue Replacement and ~$2M for unforeseen COVID-19 Expenditures and ARPA administration. 
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ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“PARANORMAL”  

on page 4:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021 

PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise  
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

Budget  
Continued from front page

“Seventy percent of our services are 
labor-driven,” Councilmember Zahra 
said. “So, when we cut labor, we cut 
services. It’s as simple as that. The 
library is currently operating at half lev-
els. How can we call ourselves the city 
of education when we’re cutting our 
library?” 

No one seconded Zahra’s motion. 
Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap made a 

motion to make four percent budget cuts 
(resulting in between 20-30 additional 
staffing cuts), use $2.7 million of ARPA 
for government operations, and use $30 
million to invest in roads, streets, and 
infrastructure, while maintaining a 14% 
reserve level. Mayor Whitaker seconded 
this motion. 

“When I hear ‘reinvest in the city,’ to 
me that means reinvesting in our roads, 
streets, and our infrastructure,” Dunlap 
said. 

Dunlap’s motion failed 3-2 (Zahra, 
Silva, Jung “no”). 

Councilmember Silva made a motion 
to use $19.4 million of ARPA for gov-
ernment services (including budgeted 
infrastructure projects), restore $1 mil-
lion to replenish the City’s vacant 
employees, use $13.3 million for other 
programs/projects (including infrastruc-
ture), leaving a 13% contingency 
reserve. 

“I don’t want to see any more cuts,” 
Silva said. “I think we’re already at a 
low enough workforce. I think we need 
to increase it.” 

Silva’s motion failed 3-2 (Whitaker, 
Dunlap, and Jung “no”). 

Councilmember Jung made a motion 
for two percent budget cuts without any 
staffing cuts (without suggesting where 
those cuts would be made), using $8.7 
million of ARPA for government opera-
tions (including budgeted infrastructure 
projects) and $24 million for other pro-
grams/projects (including infrastruc-
ture), leaving a contingency reserve of 
13%. This motion was seconded by 
Whitaker. 

“Your jobs are important to all of us 
here,” Jung said, referring to the many 
City workers who spoke during public 
comment [see below], “but if we can’t 
get our fiscal house in order, we won’t 
be able to support those jobs long term.” 

Council voted 3-2 (Zahra, Silva, 
Dunlap “no”) against Jung’s proposal. 

There followed a series of attempts at 
compromise, with Dunlap offering 
3.5%, 3% cuts, and 2.5% cuts. These 
motions all failed. 

Jung suggested a 1.5% cut. This 
motion failed for lack of a second. 

Whitaker said he might be willing to 
support Silva’s motion “if we have some 
future possibility of future ARPA-like 
bailouts.” 

Zahra pointed out that there is current-
ly a large infrastructure bill in Congress 
that will likely include funding for 
Fullerton. 

Jung suggested a 1% cut. This motion 
also failed. 

Whitaker made a motion for 2% cuts 
with the possibility of further staff cuts. 

“It does seem like [the condition of 
our] streets is maybe the largest com-
plaint by far,” Whitaker said. “I would 
feel that we would be deficient as a 
council if we didn’t try to do a little bit 
of major surgery at this stage rather than 
just putting a band-aid on it. Short-term 
pain for long-term gain.” 

Whitaker’s motion failed 3-2 (Silva, 
Zahra, Jung “no”). 

Ultimately, Whitaker said, “We are at 
an impasse…so we’ll just hang the 
ARPA funds out to dry for the time 
being, I guess.” 

Several members of the public, 
including members of Fullerton’s public 
employee unions, addressed Council on 
this issue. 

“Fullerton residents and businesses 
rely on city services to enhance the qual-
ity of life here in Fullerton,” President of 
the Fullerton Municipal Employees 
Federation (FMEF) Ed Bargas said. 
“Unfortunately, our workforce has been 
cut down to the bone.” 

Tim Steed, assistant general manager 
of the Orange County Employee 
Association (OCEA), the largest public 
sector union in Orange County (of 
which FMEF is a part) said, “I object to 
cuts when the City is receiving ARPA 
funds. ARPA is a lifeline being extended 
to this City. It’s meant to support core 
public services. Choosing to cut City 
services while receiving aid meant for 
city services defies logic, defies the 
actions of other cities in Orange County, 
and defies the intent of the legislation.” 

David Jones, who has worked for 
Fullerton for 5 years in the sewer divi-
sion, said that when he first got hired, 
his department  had 16 employees. 

“We’re operating with seven now, and 

expected to do the same work. This is 
across the board with all departments,” 
Jones said. 

Luis Carillo, who works in the water 
department, said that the City has more 
than 110 water main breaks per year. “A 
lot of those main breaks come in the 
middle of the night, so there are times 
we are out there working over 24 hours 
in a row, no sleep, operating machinery. 
We’re tired, we’re jack-hammering. We 
do it because it’s our responsibility to 
the community to make sure they have 
safe potable water–kids to shower in the 
morning, to drink. We don’t want to 
keep them out of water,” he said. 

One public commenter, Tanya 

McCrory, seemed to speak in favor of 
cuts. 

“The City has got to stop kicking the 
can down the busted up roads of 
Fullerton and be brave as a council and 
finally do what so many councils before 
you refused to do and balance this budg-
et. You can’t just speak for the union 
workers. You have to speak for all the 
citizens of Fullerton.” 

The next Fullerton City Council meet-
ing is Tuesday, October 19 at 6:30pm. 
The public may make comments both 
virtually and in-person. To contact 
councilmembers e-mail council@cityof-
fullerton.com or call (714) 738-6311.
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PLANNING COMMISSION NOTES by Jane Reifer  
High-Density Housing  

Proposed for Orangethorpe and Lemon  
Put on Brief Hold

Street Lights Fullerton: 329 units on 
4.77 acres (74 dwelling units per acre). 
The developers of the proposed Street 
Lights Fullerton Project withdrew their 
application for a five to six story 329-
unit development with 6,500 square feet 
of retail space on a 4.77-acre plot, north 
of the carwash at the northwest corner of 
Lemon and Orangethorpe. They are one 
of the first Fullerton commercial devel-
opers to offer to build five percent (17 
units) of their complex at the “Very Low 
Income” level of affordable housing, 
which allows them a concession to build 
the primarily market-rate Project at a 
higher density and receive parking 
requirement reductions. Vice Chair 
Doug Cox asked for the project to be 
brought back without being tied to a 
General Plan revision that would allow 
all future Fullerton projects that request 
“Urban Center Mixed Use” as a land use 
type to be able to already have “consis-
tency” built in with C-3 (Central 
Business District Commercial) zoning. 
The developer agreed to come back with 
a new application and the Commission 
approved what is expected to be a short 
delay with a 3-0 vote. 

Everyone agreed that this was an 
excellent location for density and for 
affordable housing. This guest writer 
asked if the developer could fit in even 
more affordable units, above the five 
percent “Very Low” that they’d offered. 
Exaggerating just a bit, Vice Chair Cox 
mentioned that if housing projects only 
contribute five percent of their units as 
affordable, it would take 260,000 new 
units of housing for Fullerton to achieve 
the 13,000-plus units needed to meet the 
Regional Housing Needs Assessment 
requirements. (Fullerton currently has 
approximately 48,000 total housing 
units.) 

Hub Fullerton: 420 units on 3.55 
acres (118 dwelling units per acre): At 
its September 29 meeting, the Planning 
Commission passed the Hub Fullerton 
project with a recommendation of 
approval to the City Council. The stu-
dent-oriented project consists of 420 
units and 12,438 square feet of commer-
cial on a 3.55-acre site. It’s leased by the 
bed, with 1,251 expected residents. No 
units are currently expected to formally 
contribute to affordable housing needs, 
but the project is asking for additional 
density and steep parking reductions. 
They are proposing only 376 parking 

spaces, which is almost 600 fewer than 
Fullerton normally requires. The devel-
oper is basing this request on standards 
for their other student-oriented projects 
throughout the country, and their 
“unbundled” parking methodology in 
which tenants, rather than automatically 
being entitled to a parking space, can 
choose whether to lease a parking space 
with their residence. 

Pines at Sunrise Village: 164 units on 
12.52 acres (13.1 dwelling units per 
acre). At the 6:30pm October 27 meet-
ing, the Planning Commission will hear 
about the Pines at Sunrise Village proj-
ect being proposed at the southwest cor-
ner of Euclid and Rosecrans, reaching 
south to Paseo Dorado and west to 
Camino Loma. The Del Taco, Coffee 
Code café, and bank building on Euclid 
will remain, but the tennis courts, Red 
Cross, and all other buildings and asso-
ciated businesses, will be demolished in 
order to build 115 townhomes and 49 
single family homes. The developer, 
Shopoff Realty Investments, maintains 
that the housing costs are “attainable” 
but there is no formal affordable housing 
being proposed. Local group Friends for 
A Livable Fullerton is encouraging the 
developer to include a component of 
affordable units within the project, and 
to work with the City and the Orange 
County Flood Control District to restore 
the small section of creek on the south-
east corner of the property back to a nat-
ural  riparian habitat. The current creek 
is bare of any vegetation, but the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s National 
Wetlands Inventory recognizes it as a 
.21-acre riparian habitat and aerial pho-
tos from 1928 show the creek in its more 
natural state. The creek drains the 
Robert E. Ward Nature Preserve and the 
Laguna Lake area and is the main tribu-
tary to Bastanchury Creek. 

To learn more about these develop-
ment projects, the first two of which will 
soon be coming before City Council, 
search for “development activity” on the 
City’s website (below) and click on the 
first retrieved link. 

In other Planning Commission news, 
Commission Chris Thompson has 
stepped down, and Mayor Pro-Tem Nick 
Dunlap with be appointing a new 
Commissioner soon. Interested parties 
may apply on the City website 
www.cityoffullerton.com.

Artist rendering of Street Lights Fullerton proposed development.

Housing Plan continued from front page

The process of creating the Housing 
Element started about a year ago. It has 
involved extensive data collection and 
analysis and public outreach. 

Once the draft Housing Element is 
released in October, the draft will be out 
for public review and sent to the State 
department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) in November. 
Additional policy review will occur fol-
lowed by adoption and consideration by 
the Planning Commission and City 
Council by February 2022. 

Seventy four percent of the City’s 
housing units were built prior to 1979. 
Each decade thereafter shows less than 
10% of new housing stock constructed. 

While median income has increased 
since then, it has not nearly kept pace 
with wages or increases in either rent or 
home prices over the same period. More 
than 58% of households that rent and 
more than 32% of households that own 
are considered “cost burdened,” mean-
ing they spend over 30% of their income 
on rent or mortgage. 

A significant part of the Housing 
Element is the Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA). The State, 
through the HCD, projects a statewide 
need for housing by looking at popula-
tion projections, overcrowding data, 
overpayment for housing data; they take 
that State number and allocate it region-
ally. The regional number is allocated 
locally, and then it’s up to local jurisdic-
tions (city or county) to look at their 
land and identify available sites. 

The current Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment for Fullerton is just over 
13,000 units, a significant increase from 
the fifth cycle of under 2,000 units. The 
units are spread across four categories: 
Very Low, Low, Moderate, Market Rate. 

“Importantly, RHNA is a planning 
exercise,” Allen said. “The City is not 
responsible for building the housing, but 
the City must demonstrate our ability to 
accommodate the new housing units.” 

 
To learn more visit  

www.cityoffullerton.com/housinggameplan.

A significant part of the Housing Element is the Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA). The current (6th cycle) RHNA allotment for Fullerton is just 
over 13,000 units, a significant increase from the fifth cycle of under 2,000 units. 

Below are recent and upcoming housing developments  
discussed by the Fullerton Planning Commission:


