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F FULLERTON’S ONLY INDEPENDENT NEWS 

bserverullerton 

Trunk-Or-Treat: The Fullerton Police Department, Fire, Library and Parks and Recreation held a  Trunk-Or-Treat event in 
the back lot of the police department at the corner of Highland and Amerige on Oct 29 to celebrate a safe Halloween with 
the community. Children dressed up in costumes and enjoyed the spooktacular Halloween exhibits.   PHOTO BY JERE GREENE

See Homeless Shelter page 2

It is time to Re-subscribe! 
For your convenience we have a pay portal online: www.fullertonobserver.com 

or you can send $35 to: Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834

Brigadier General Christopher Barra, 
Commander, 451st Expeditionary 
Sustainment Command, will be the 
patriotic speaker at Fullerton’s 34th 
Annual Veterans Day observance 
Thursday, November 11. The event, 
hosted by Fullerton American Legion 
Post 142, Fullerton Emblem Club 469, 
and the city of Fullerton, will begin at 
10:30am with a parade in Fullerton’s 
historic downtown. The parade will 
begin at the Downtown Plaza, located 
on Wilshire Avenue, east of Harbor 
Boulevard and adjacent to the Fullerton 
Museum Center, go North on Harbor 
Blvd., to Hillcrest Park. Once at 
Hillcrest Park, a ceremony will be held 
at 11am.  All veterans are welcome to 
join in the parade. Parade participants 
are asked to arrive at the Plaza no earlier 
than 10am.  To march in the parade, vet-
erans must be able to march in regular 
cadence for approximately three-quar-
ters of a mile.  No children or pets can 
accompany marchers as the parade is 
next to a live traffic lane. For further 
information call the Fullerton American 
Legion at (714) 871-2412.

FULLERTON’S  
34TH ANNUAL 

VETERANS DAY 
PARADE NOVEMBER 11 

We are a volunteer community 
written newspaper. Our purpose is 
to inform Fullerton residents about 
the institutions and other societal 
forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empow-
ered to participate in constructive 
ways to keep and make these pri-
vate and public entities serve all 
residents in lawful, open, just, and 
socially-responsible ways. Through 
our coverage, we seek to promote a 
sense of community and an appreci-
ation for the values of diversity 
with which our country is so 
uniquely blessed.We are your 
neighbors, business owners, and 
students. We care about Fullerton 
and want to see it continue to be the 
great city we all know and love. 
$35 a year gets you 21 issues.                  

Thank you.

Due to a lack of funding, residents at 
Fullerton’s Navigation Center (homeless 
shelter) are being moved to other shelters 
in the area. 

“The city of Fullerton allocated 
$440,000 of [Federal] funds for approxi-
mately 3.5 months of full occupancy of 
the shelter,” Fullerton’s Deputy Director 
of Community & Economic 
Development Kellee Fritzal told The 
Observer. “Our 3.5 months of funding 
recently ended. Due to the lack of fund-
ing, the shelter residents are being placed 
in other shelters within the North Service 
Planning (SPA) area. The City is looking 
at options for funding of the Fullerton 
Shelter.” 

The Navigation Center, which is oper-

ated by Illumination Foundation, is locat-
ed at 3535 W. Commonwealth Ave. in a 
15,700-square-foot former commercial 
building near the Fullerton airport. The 
center was designed to house up to 90 
adults experiencing homelessness, with 
an additional 60 beds for adults in need 
of recuperative care as they recover from 
surgery and other critical hospital care. 

Terry Campbell, Vice President of 
Marketing & Communications with 
Illumination Foundation, said that no res-
idents are be put out on the streets, but 
acknowledged that residents are being 
moved to other shelters. 

“We are working with the City to find 
appropriate shelters as needed,” 
Campbell said. 

Nineteen of the homeless residents at 
the Navigation Center have ties to 
Fullerton. These people are being moved 
to one of three other shelters in the area, 
in Buena Park, Placentia, and Anaheim. 

Fritzal said the Recuperative Care side 
of the shelter (60 beds) is still functioning 
because it is occupied through Medicare 
patients placed by the local hospitals; 
some of these are Fullerton residents. 

The Navigation Center opened in 
August 2020. In December 2020, it was 
used as a COVID-only site as cases 
among the homeless were spreading in 
shelters throughout the County. 
Following a temporary closure in 2021, 
there was a grand re-opening and ribbon 
cutting in April 2021. 

City and Foundation  
move homeless from shelter by Jesse La Tour
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Acting City Manager Steve Danley 
said the City had hoped that 
Illumination Foundation would seek out 
additional County/State/Federal grants 
to continue the operations of the Shelter 
after the funds were exhausted. 

The City has very recently received a 
$4 million grant from the State for 
potential purchase of Navigation Center 
building, which would stabilize costs 
long term. The building is currently 
owned by a third party who is charging 
rent for its use, according to Fritzal. 

Purchase of the building would 
require City Council approval. 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funding could also be applied to operat-
ing the Navigation Center, according to 
Fritzal. 

When approached for comment by 
The Observer, some City Council mem-
bers said they had not been informed 
about the lapse in funding for the 
Navigation Center. 

“I find it troubling that considering the 
unanimous support from Council to 
fund the Navigation Center and the 
Council’s ongoing commitment to help 
and support those in need, I am finding 
out about this issue for the first time 
from you and not from staff in either a 
Council meeting or other memo,” 
Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap told The 
Observer. “I look forward to receiving a 
full download from staff and will work 
to ensure that there is no lapse in service 
or coverage for the community.” 

Councilmember Fred Jung said, 

Whitaker, Dunlap, and Jung Appointees  
Vote as a Majority to Select At-Large Members  
to Redistricting Advisory Commission by Jane Rands

The Fullerton Redistricting Advisory 
Commission met for the first time on 
October 27 in City Council Chambers. 
The five members directly appointed by 
City Council were tasked with selecting 
a chair and vice-chair, appointing two 
at-large committee members, establish-
ing a meeting schedule, and receiving 
presentations on the Brown Act, Public 
Records Act, and Conflict of Interest 
Filings. 

The purpose of the Commission is to 
study and provide recommendations for 
re-drawing City Council district bound-
aries. 

At the City Council 
Meeting on October 5, 
each City Council member 
appointed a Fullerton resi-
dent to the advisory com-
mission. Kitty Jaramillo 
who lives in District 4 
(D4) was appointed by D5 
Councilmember Ahmad 
Zahra. James Lira (a resi-
dent of D1) was appointed 
by D1 Council-member 
Fred Jung. Former at-large 
City Councilmember Greg 
Sebourn who lives in D3 
was appointed by D2 
Councilmember Nick 
Dunlap. D2 resident John Seminara was 
appointed by the current Mayor and D4 
Councilmember Bruce Whitaker. 
Another D2 resident, Jody Vallejo was 
appointed by Councilmember Jesus 
Silva who represents D3. There was no 
commission member appointed from 
D5. 

After City Clerk Lucinda Williams 
administered the oath to the commission 
members, she directed the election for 
the commission chair. Seminara nomi-
nated Sebourn and Vallejo nominated 

Jaramillo. Sebourn was elected with 
votes from himself, Lira, Seminara, and 
Jaramillo. Vallejo voted for Jaramillo. 
As Chair, Sebourn directed the election 
for vice-chair. Jaramillo nominated 
Vallejo, Lira nominated himself, and 
Vallejo nominated Jaramillo. Lira was 
elected as vice-chair with votes from 
Sebourn, Seminara, and himself while 
Jaramillo and Vallejo both voted for 
Jaramillo. 

Chair Sebourn ran the election for the 
two at-large members to be appointed to 
the commission from the pool of appli-

cants remaining after the 
direct appointments made 
by Council. The commis-
sion waved the option to 
interview the applicants 
and the option to accept 
additional applications. 
There was no discussion 
among commission mem-
bers regarding the qualifi-
cations of the applicants. 
During public comment, 
Whitaker's appointment to 
the Planning Commission 
Doug Cox recommended 
appointing Tony Bushala, 
who lives in D2.  

Lira nominated Bushala, 
Jaramillo and Vallejo both nominated 
Ameena Qazi and Mike Rodriguez, and 
Seminara nominated Shawn Nelson 
(who has previously served on City 
Council and as OC Supervisor and lives 
in D1). Bushala was elected with three 
votes from Sebourn, Lira, and Seminara 
without support from Jaramillo or 
Vallejo. Bushala was in the audience 
and immediately sat at the dais but was 
not allowed to participate in the vote for 
the second appointee. Rodriguez and 
Qazi were unable to gain enough votes 

with Sebourn, Lira, and Seminara each 
voting, “No,” in the roll call votes for 
each nominee. Nelson was then appoint-
ed with three votes from Sebourn, Lira, 
and Seminara and dissenting votes from 
Jaramillo and Vallejo. Nelson was 
attending the meeting remotely via 
Zoom and was able to be administered 
the oath along with Bushala; both were 
able to participate in the remainder of 
the meeting as commission members. 

Following the presentations made by 
City Attorney Kim Barlow and the City 
Clerk and hearing comments from the 
public, Jaramillo requested and the com-
mission unanimously agreed that the 
community outreach meetings should be 
informal without the commission pre-
siding. The commissioners also unani-
mously agreed to Jaramillo's proposal to 
expand the number of outreach meet-
ings from two to three.  

The outreach meetings, where 
National Demographics will take input 
to help define “communities of inter-
est,” will occur in January 2022 follow-
ing the first of four Public Hearings on 
December 15, 2021 at 6:30 pm in the 
City Council Chamber.  

The demographer will provide a map-
ping tool available to the public prior to 
the December meeting, according to the 
City Clerk. The minimal process and 
number of public hearings is established 
by the FAIR Maps Act. See Section 
21600 of the California Elections Code 
that pertains to general law cities elect-
ing members of city council by district.  

The deadline for the Council to 
approve a council district boundary map 
is April 17, 2022 in order to be ready for 
the next City Council Election 
November 8, 2022. Visit Redistrict 
Fullerton | Fullerton, CA (cityoffuller-
ton.com)

CITY MANAGER 
RECRUITMENT 

REOPENED
The City has re-opened its recruit-

ment for a permanent City Manager.  
Following the termination of 

Fullerton’s previous City Manager Ken 
Domer in April, the City retained Steve 
Danley to serve as acting City Manager 
as the City looks for a permanent 
replacement. 

The city’s initial recruitment effort 
yielded 27 applicants. Danley and 
Interim Human Resources Director 
Eddie Manfro (also serving in a tempo-
rary capacity) conducted the initial 
screening of applications and devel-
oped a list of candidates for Council 
consideration. 

The City Council was presented with 
a list of candidates from which they ini-
tially identified five candidates for 
interview. This group was later reduced 
to three. In one case, a candidate 
accepted a position elsewhere and did 
not wish to continue in the process. At 
that point there was a majority consen-
sus to discontinue the process and to 
reopen the recruitment to create a deep-
er pool of candidates for consideration.  

Interested candidates are asked to 
submit a cover letter, resume, and five 
professional references to the City by 
5pm on Friday, November 19. 
Candidate interviews will occur in early 
January  with an estimated appointment 
date for a new City Manager of March 
2022.  

The City Manager is the top execu-
tive within the city of Fullerton respon-
sible for implementing policy direction 
established by the Council. The incum-
bent oversees the efficient and cost-
effective administration of all City 
affairs by providing direction and over-
sight to all department heads and subor-
dinate staff. 

Challenges facing the City that the 
incumbent is expected to address, 
include bringing back adequate City 
service levels affected by the pandemic 
including structurally balancing City 
finances, maintaining public safety, 
addressing aging road, sewer, and water 
system needs, and revamping and mod-
ernizing City systems. 

Upon conclusion of the recruitment 
period, a list of qualified candidates 
will be presented to the City Council for 
consideration. 

In the meantime, Council voted unan-
imously to extend the agreement retain-
ing Steve Danley as Acting City 
Manager up to December 24, 2021. 
Compensation for the additional eight 
weeks totals approximately $36,000.

Homeless Shelter continued from front page

"Acquiring funding for the Navigation Center is a priority for everyone on the 
Council. We will work with our local and State representatives to find long-term 
solutions accordingly. And I look forward to being an integral part of that process." 

At the request of Councilmember Ahmad Zahra, City Council will receive an 
update from staff on this topic at their November 2 meeting, which will take place 
at 6:30pm at Fullerton City Hall.

Fullerton  
Navigation  
Center  
at 3535 W. 
Commonwe
alth

Shawn Nelson (on screen) and Tony Bushala (at right) are sworn in as at-large  
members of the Redistricting Advisory Commission. PHOTO BY JANE RANDS.

 
The purpose  

of the  
Commission  
is to study  

and provide  
recommendations 

for re-drawing 
City Council  

district  
boundaries.
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The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month. 
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are  

available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
 

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or by email to: 

 council@ci.fullerton.ca.us 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES 

Agenda Forecast
Agenda items for the November 2 meeting include:

To view agendas and information on how to participate visit  
https://fullerton.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

Closed Session
Before every public City Council 

meeting there is a closed session during 
which Council meets with various par-
ties to discuss items outside the view of 
the public. During this meeting, Council 
met with Dyer 18 LLC to discuss price 
and terms of 3535 W. Commonwealth 
Ave, the site of Fullerton’s Navigation 
Center for those experiencing home-
lessness (See front page story). Council 
met with staff to discuss negotiations 
with the City’s employee unions 
(police, fire, general) regarding salaries, 
benefits, and working conditions. 
Council discussed recruitment of a per-
manent City Manager (See story on 
page 2).

UP Park Ad Hoc 
Committee 

Appointments
Each City Councilmember appointed 

a representative to the Union Pacific 
Park (located at Harbor and Truslow) 
Ad Hoc Committee to discuss future 
uses of this park, which has been closed 
for many years. Here are the appoint-
ments: 

• Jesus Silva: Rosa Merritt 
• Ahmad Zahra: Elizabeth Bravo 
• Nick Dunlap: Andrew W. Grether  
• Bruce Whitaker: Dave Cook 
• Fred Jung: Tony Bushala

Other Appointments
Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap appoint-

ed Peter Gambino to serve on the 
Planning Commission following Chris 
Thompson stepping down. 

Councilmember Jesus Silva appointed 
David Robinson to serve on the 
Transportation and Circulation 
Commission. 

OCTOBER 19 MEETING

Highland and Valencia  
Development Approved

Council voted 4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to 
approve a mixed use development locat-
ed at 415 S. Highland Avenue, including 
demolition of the existing self-serve car 
wash facility and construction of a 

mixed-use development with 20 resi-
dential apartments including 5% (one 
unit) deed-restricted units for very-low-
income and 1,152 square feet of ground 
floor commercial space.

Freeway-Oriented 
Electronic Billboard
Council voted unanimously to 

approve a freeway-oriented electronic 
billboard facing the 91 Freeway, located 
at 1210 Burton Street. AGE Advertising 
will pay an annual public benefit fee 
equal to the greater of $75,000 or 12% 
of the gross receipts generated, less 
agency commissions to the City. 

Council chooses affordable housing developer 
for City-owned property 

City council selected Meta Housing 
Corporation as the developer of afford-
able housing on City-owned property 
located at 1600 West Commonwealth 
Avenue. 

Five developers submitted proposals, 
and Council used a ranking system to 
select their preferred choice (Meta). The 
City will now enter into an Exclusive 
Negotiation Agreement with the devel-
oper. 

The Surplus Land Act (Assembly Bill 
1486) allows for the ability to create 
housing and/or parks on both State- and 
City-owned surplus property. City 
Council declared 1600 West 
Commonwealth as surplus property at 
its June 16, 2020 meeting. 

The maximum density of the develop-
ment will be 28 dwelling units per acre 
and a height of no more than three sto-
ries. 

Overhead photo of city-owned property at 1600 W. Commonwealth  
to be developed for affordable housing.

• The Hub student-oriented housing development (see story on page 4) 
•  Budget and American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) discussion 
• City-owned building space needs assessment  
• Planning and implementation efforts related to short-lived climate pollutants 
• Union Pacific Right of Way Trail. 
• Community Center and Fullerton tennis center proposed fee changes 
• Freeway-oriented electronic billboard development agreement 
• Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant funds 
• HOME Investment Partnerships - American Rescue Plan Act funding 
•  Laguna Lake ADA Improvements Project  
• Stormwater Cost of Service (Sanitation Charge) Review 
• Kimberly-Acacia Ave to State College Blvd Water Main Replacement  
• Goodman Logistics public benefit agreement 
• Hunt Library Roof Replacement Project 
• Orangethorpe-Acacia Ave. to State College Blvd Water Main Replacement

Council remains deadlocked over 
relief funds and budget cuts

City Council was again unable to 
come to a consensus at their October 19 
meeting about whether to make budget 
cuts and how to allocate the $32.7 mil-
lion the City received from the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). 

Mayor Bruce Whitaker and Mayor 
Pro Tem Nick Dunlap proposed budget 
cuts of up to 3% (which would result in 
cutting around 20 employ-
ees), and using the bulk of 
the funds for road and 
infrastructure repair. 

Making additional budg-
et cuts is not part of the 
required ARPA allocation 
process. The idea for cuts 
has come from Mayor 
Whitaker, Mayor Pro Tem 
Dunlap, and 
Councilmember Fred Jung 
who have pointed to an 
ongoing structural deficit. 
While the ARPA funds can 
fill this deficit in the short 
term, the councilmembers 
have all expressed the desire to make 
cuts for the purpose of longer-term 
budget stability. 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra was 
not in favor of budget cuts and wanted 
to use the majority of the money for 
government operations, which includes 
staffing, services, and budgeted infra-
structure projects. The current budget, 
as adopted in June, has allocated funds 
for infrastructure repair. 

Councilmember Jesus Silva said he 
would go along with Councilmember 
Jung’s proposal for a 1% cut so long as 
this did not result in staff layoffs and 
instead came from eliminating positions 
that are already being held vacant. 

A staff report stated that the City is 
currently holding 37 positions vacant, 
for a savings of $3.8 million annually. 
However, according to Acting City 
Manager Steve Danley, there are actual-
ly 110 additional vacancies on top of 
this 37. 

“Some positions are being held vacant 
until Council determines what budget 
adjustment scenario they will approve,” 
Danley told The Observer. 

During the pandemic, the City laid off 
over 150 non-regular (part-time) 

employees and seven full-time employ-
ees. All of this has caused significant 
reductions in City services. 

During public comment, many City 
employees said that their departments 
had already been cut severely and could 
not handle further cuts. 

“In the past we used to pride ourselves 
on having long time, quality, dedicated 

workers,” Ed Bargas, 
president of Fullerton 
Municipal Employees 
Federation, said. “Lately, 
we’ve been losing a lot of 
workers to neighboring 
cities. We hire and train 
them, but then they go 
[because of better pay]. 
Those are some of the hid-
den costs of having con-
stant cuts.” 

According to the 
Department of the 
Treasury, the purpose of 
the ARPA funds is to: 

• Support urgent 
COVID-19 response efforts to continue 
to decrease spread of the virus and bring 
the pandemic under control 

• Replace lost revenue for eligible 
state, local, territorial, and Tribal gov-
ernments to strengthen support for vital 
public services and help retain jobs 

• Support immediate economic stabi-
lization for households and businesses 

• Address systemic public health and 
economic challenges that have con-
tributed to the inequal impact of the pan-
demic 

During previous budget discussions, 
Administrative Services Director Ellis 
Chang presented Councilmembers with 
four main scenarios for use of ARPA 
funds and potential cuts. 

Councilmembers have subsequently 
proposed several alternate scenarios in 
an attempt to negotiate a consensus. As 
a result, at the October 19 meeting City 
staff had prepared 18 different scenarios 
for Councilmembers to choose from. 

There followed a negotiating session 
in which various scenarios were pro-
posed, but no consensus was reached. 

This item will come before Council at 
their next meeting on November 2 at 
6:30pm at City Hall.

 
During the  

pandemic, the  
City laid off over 

150  part-time  
and seven full-
time employees, 

causing  
significant  

reductions in  
services.

UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS (AT CITY HALL): 
Parks and Rec Commission: November 8 at 6:30pm 

Planning Commission: November 10 at 6:30pm 
Active Transportation Committee: November 17 at 5pm 

Library Board of Trustees: November 18 at 6pm
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1. Bar fight, maybe 
6. "Gee!" 
10. Cautious 
14. Pass-the-baton race 
15. Bus driver on "The Simpsons" 
16. Burden of proof 
17. Added an extra shot  
at Starbucks, say 
20. "___ next?" 
21. "Gimme ___" 
22. Out-and-out 
23. BMW rival 
25. Alternative to plastic 
27. Unhurried bird of prey 
31. '50s prez 
34. ___ Xing (street sign) 
35. "Ugh!" 
36. Paragons 
39. Fauna go-with 
41. Burgle 
43. "Coffee ___?" 

44. Mythical nautical dangers 
46. Big name in pasta sauce 
48. Business abbr. 
49. Beast of burden 
50. Daily work respite, and  
what's hidden in the three 
longest answers 
53. Black, in poetry 
55. Abhor 
56. Yankees manager Joe 
59. Fla.-to-Cal. highway 
61. Colorado ski resort 
65. "Worrying never changed  
anything," for example 
68. Film critic Siskel 
69. Dog in Oz 
70. Liberal arts college in Kentucky 
71. Teen anti-DWI gp. 
72. The "E" in DOE: Abbr. 
73. "Doe, ___..." (“Do-Re-Mi” lyric)

1. Witch's concoction 
2. 20th letter of the Hebrew alphabet 
3. Chow chow chow 
4. Capital of Poland 
5. Caustic chemical 
6. Busybody 
7. Siouan tribe 
8. Wall plaster 
9. Bunny or sock follower 
10. More deserving 
11. Med. sch. course 
12. Ill-mannered 
13. River of Belgium 
18. Mopey Pacino? 

19. Disney's 1976  
football-playing mule film 
24. Opposite of rural 
26. Mr. Onassis 
27. Tanning nos. 
28. 1833 novel by George Sand 
29. Common scents 
30. Side issue? 
32. Couric of "Today" 
33. Supreme Court Justice Kagan 
37. Question 
38. Big bag 
40. Aloof 
42. ABC's rosy reality show,  
with "The" 
45. ___-mo 
47. Accra's land 
51. In ___ (together) 
52. Accelerated, with "up" 
54. Spelling showdown 
56. Barge movers 
57. ___ Day VitaCraves 
58. Peel 
60. London art gallery 
62. Suffix with million or billion 
63. Slurpee rival 
64. Shakespeare's King 
66. Hwy. 
67. AKA, in the corporate world 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021 
“DIG IN!” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)

DOWN

ACROSS

City Council to Decide on 2 Large  
Housing Developments by Jane Reifer

Hub Fullerton – 420 units on 3.55 
acres (118 dwelling units per acre, no 
affordable units). 

City Council will decide on this proj-
ect at Chapman and Commonwealth at 
its November 2 meeting at 6:30pm. 
Controversial issues for this student-ori-
ented development include lack of 
affordable units, extremely high density, 
steep parking reductions, and air quality 
for tenants living so close to the freeway. 

The project proposes approximately  
600 fewer parking spaces than Fullerton 
normally requires. While other develop-
ers are asking for parking reductions 
based on inclusion of 5% affordable 
housing in their developments, the 
reduction for the Hub is based on stan-
dards for their projects in other states.   

Pines at Sunrise Village – 164 units 
on 12.52 acres (13.1 dwelling units per 
acre, no affordable units) 

On December 7 at 6:30 pm,  the City 
Council will decide whether or not to 
approve the Pines at Sunrise Village 
project being proposed at the southwest 
corner of Euclid and Rosecrans. The 
City’s Planning Commission just 
approved it for recommendation to the 
Council, 5-0 at  their October 27th meet-
ing. All commercial buildings with the 
exception of Coffee Code, Papa John’s 
and Del Taco buildings are proposed to 
be demolished, and 115 for-sale town-
homes and 49 single family homes built 

with a Homeowners Association (HOA).  
Many members of the public com-

plained that they were outside of the 300 
feet where public notices were mailed, 
and so were not aware of opportunities 
to meet with the developer.  
Commissioner Peter Gambino, newly 
appointed by Mayor Pro-Tem Nick 
Dunlap,  responded to community con-
cerns about the loss of local businesses 
by suggesting some commercial spaces 
be retained on the Rosecrans side, but 
did not get the support of other 
Commissioners.  

Additional concerns about increased 
traffic, traffic safety, and increased 
heights and density did not result in any 
adjustments, but interest in the adjacent 
creek was addressed with a promise to 
restore or renaturalize it based on a 
forthcoming assessment.  

The Commission also voted to reduce 
the term of the Development Agreement 
from 10 years with two 5 year extension 
options down to 5 years with one 5 year 
extension option. Besides creek restora-
tion, the developer is also contributing 
its “Fair Share” cost to the sewer system, 
is replacing damaged and substandard 
sidewalks, and is repaving not only the 
roads adjacent to the development but 
also all the way south on Euclid to 
Bastanchury, which is beyond City 
requirements. 

 

Concept drawing of Hub Fullerton, a proposed housing development. 

Meeting Info 
To learn more about these development projects search for “development activi-

ty” on the City’s website www.cityoffullerton.com and click on the first retrieved 
link. Past Planning Commission and future City Council meeting agendas and infor-
mational reports and videos can be found on their respective meeting dates at: 
https://fullerton.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
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SAVE THE OCEAN
 You may not have noticed storm 

drains around town, but anyone in 
Southern California knows just how 
much toxic waste we pour into our life-
giving Pacific Ocean. In addition to that 
mess, the most recent oil spill and others 
in the past have raised issues even here 
in Fullerton. Urban runoff pollutants are 
the reason why, years ago, when we 
were about to put a few tons of man-
made snow on the SoCo alley for 
Winterfest, we had to power wash the 
parking lot and the entire alley from 
where the snow would eventually melt, 
all the way to the storm drain. Not sure 
how long the journey down our storm 
drains is but we are less than 20 miles 
from the beach and with a heavy rain, 
urban runoff (see flotsam and jetsam) 
can eventually make it into our channels, 
creeks, bays, and of course the ocean. As 
much as we needed the recent rain, just 
imagine how much waste had built up 
over time and what will happen when 
we eventually get the heavy rain we 
were promised. 

Downtown restaurants stopped wash-
ing their kitchen mats outside because 

all the kitchen grease, etc. would end up 
in the drain and on its way. Many restau-
rants now use a service that leases their 
mats and comes by to pick up the dirty 
ones and cleans them at their facility. 
Any power washing now must be done 
with an additional device that sucks up 
the filthy water so it can be taken away 
and treated. 

Knowing this, when something 
appeared on the Community Voices page 
in the Mid October Observer alleging, 
“Almost every day…a Fullerton Public 
Works employee power-washes the side-
walk and two front stoops of the 
Rutabegorz restaurant,” one had to won-
der, how the heck? I drove over and it 
was apparent that the steps had not just 
been power washed. Time to set the 
record straight. I spoke with the owner 
and then the manager, and they were 
adamant that that does not happen, as 
were the folks at Public Works them-
selves. Perhaps there was confusion 
over the occasional cleaning of side-
walks and area around the dumpsters in 
the alley after the Thursday evening 
Fullerton Market?  

Photo Quiz Send your answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

This issue: The sign is 
still there, the print shop 
is not. Where is this? 
Hint, the wonderful 
aroma of garlic is in the 
air. 

Last issue: Where is this and 
why is it covered in scaffolding?  
It’s the Auditorium at Fullerton 
High School, which is getting a 
seismic retrofit that will 
strengthen the tower yet leave it 
looking the same because it will 
be wrapped with carbon fiber 
sheets. The addition on the east 
is to provide room for an eleva-
tor, ramps, wheelchair lifts, and 
restrooms, making the entire 
auditorium ADA compliant. 

Wild West
This vintage photo (above) was taken at 200 E. Wilshire and it’s easy to imagine 

cowboys riding up on their horses. The second photo (below) shows restoration 
work going on that includes exterior resurfacing and paint at the northeast corner of 
Harbor and Commonwealth where an old western style saloon is going in, as was 
discussed in the last issue. And on the corner, an Irish Pub/Restaurant is being built. 
Will there be horses?

Finely-Aged Wine Shop
Congratulations to all at the Twisted Vine, who recently celebrated 15 years 

downtown. It was originally a storage room for Fullerton Ace Hardware but 
owner Mike Olsen showed me around and told me that Chris Castillo from 
Heroes was going to turn it into a ‘wine shop.’ The interior walls came down, 
and one day I was there when Chris and helpers were doing what most did back 
then—taking the supporting walls back to bare brick. Funny how trends come 
and go—cover them up, bring them back and just like that, vintage vibe that 
works. And in case you don’t know, they have fantastic beer and food selections 
as well. 

Rutabegorz Restaurant at 211 Lemon 

Above: Storm drain  
Below: Flotsam and jetsam
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling (714) 870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman  

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on  
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton.  
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call (714) 447-7400

Schools were recognized by the State 
for their Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports Programs at 
the October 12 Board meeting. The 
District was extremely pleased that all 
20 FSD schools were recognized by the 
State's Department of Education.  
Platinum Awards went to Acacia, 
Beechwood, Fern Drive, Fisler, 
Hermosa Drive, Laguna Road, Pacific 
Drive, Parks Junior High, Raymond, 
Sunset Lane, Valencia Park, and 
Woodcrest Schools.  Gold Awards went 
to Commonwealth, Nicolas Junior High, 
Richman, and Rolling Hills Schools. 
Each school received a large recognition 
banner from the California State 
Department of Education. 
Congratulations to all the schools. 

Digital Citizenship and Internet 
safety: Each year every student receives 
grade-level lessons on online protocol, 
cyber bullying, and digital citizenship. 
The aim is for all the staff to work with 
students on preventing bullying, social 
media internet safety, and for students to 
earn their Digital Citizenship Badge. 
Some students are very creative and 
develop inventive ways of presenting 
their work with posters, films, scripts, or 
even videos. When students complete a 
lesson, K-3 students receive certificates 
and other students receive digital certifi-
cates. 

PTA Report: The schools are back to 
Book Fairs and fundraisers. The Art 
Reflection Contest has also returned. 
There will be an art gallery of submitted 
art projects at the end of the semester. 

CSEA: District nurses are COVID 
testing and working with students. 
Health Assistants who are available for 
six hours at the schools have been very 
helpful. 

FETA: Various employees were pro-
filed who make wonderful support staff, 
such as nurses who are working hard 
and are coordinating behavior programs 
for students at various schools. The 
Speech & Debate program will be start-
ing in schools. Some staff continue to be 
concerned about difficult and/or chal-
lenging behavior in the classrooms, 
which sometimes becomes destructive. 
Fortunately, crisis support teams are 
available and can intervene. 

Redistricting: With the recent census 
change, Fullerton voting districts will be 
readjusted. According to the 2020 cen-
sus data, Fullerton now has a population 
of 124,981. The change in all districts, 
require that they be redrawn. Trustee 
area maps will be available in October, 
and final maps will be available Dec. 14. 

Technology Conference: One 
attendee questioned the need for the 
Board members to spend $39,000 for 13 
members of the Board and District to 
attend the Consumer Electronics Show 
in Las Vegas on January 4 to 8.  She 
requested that the Board vote “no" since 
“the latest thing in technology is not 
what students need right now." Trustee 
Sugarman defended the trip saying that 
the convention enables attendees to 
learn about new ways of using electron-
ics in the school setting. It also provides 
staff with an opportunity to discover 

new ways to teach children with new 
concepts. It also encourages District 
staff and teachers to "open their minds 
to new ways of encouraging students to 
want to come to school." 

Safe Learning Strategies: The 
District also presented their "strategies 
for safe in-person learning," which will 
include conducting weekly COVID test-
ing, temperature checks, and continuing 
distance learning for those interested. 
After-school programs will be provided. 
A Summer Learning Academy with Art, 
Speech and Debate will be available, as 
well as "My FSD Academy" home 
schooling program. The District will be 
putting any extra funds of $5,900,166, 
from the State, towards programs focus-
ing on improving mental health of stu-
dents and staff, technology, infrastruc-
ture, and unemployment insurance. The 
funds can be spread out to 2024. 

School Bus Fees: Recently, I was 
asked if the District is charging parents 

for riding District buses. Apparently, 
many surrounding school districts are 
now charging students. Here is the 
response from Asst. Superintendent, 
Business Service Division Robert R. 
Coughlan: 

“Since Oct. 1994, FSD has offered a 
parent-pay program for students who 
wish to use home-to-school bus trans-
portation. The transportation fee pro-
gram provides families the option of an 
annual bus pass or a semester bus pass. 
Annual round-trip transportation 
equates to $1.85 per day for the full-
price fare. FSD also offers a free or 
reduced bus pass if the student qualifies 
for the free or reduced lunch program. 
FSD does not charge for the transporta-
tion of special needs students that have 
transportation as a related service in 
their IEP (Individual Education Plan). 
Additionally, no students are charged for 
any other school-related activities.”

Principal Reports Highlights  
October 20’s FJUHSD Board meeting 

opened with principal reports highlight-
ing school site programs and events. 
LHHS Principal Matt Eeles talked about 
the expansion of their e-sports program 
to 50 active participants who are joining 
in daily Rocket team and Smash compe-
titions in a dedicated room of 20 sta-
tions. 

SOHS Principal Marvin Atkins shared 
ways students and staff are focusing on 
mental health awareness and working 
with FJUHSD Mental Health Wellness 
Coordinator Carlos Alcantara to pro-
mote participation in the districtwide 
Mental Health Survey that will provide 
student data about their current issues 
and their awareness of the various men-
tal health care services newly available 
through the District. 

FUHS Principal Laura Rubio reported 
on their second, but first in-person, 
“College Success Day” where the 
school partnered with local colleges and 
universities to offer students college 
application information, guest speakers, 
seminars on FAFSA and DREAM finan-
cial aid forms, essay support, and inter-
view skills. 

LV/LSHS Principal Sandi Layana 
spoke about how teachers and adminis-

tration converted the District’s behav-
ioral intervention “ABC Program” at La 
Sierra High School into a support pro-
gram for fifth year seniors after the 
return to in-person classroom learning 
environments. She was happy to report 
the successful graduation of 24 seniors 
in just the first quarter of the year and 
was proud of her staff’s capacity to 
serve students in what they needed to 
acquire in units and education in order 
to graduate successfully. This program 
offered small in-person classes, educa-
tional counseling sessions, tutoring, and 
accelerated unit acquisition. 

 
Superintendent’s Update  

Superintendent Dr. Steve McLaughlin 
announced that the districtwide Mental 
Health Survey is a “pulse check” on 
how students are readjusting to the 
resumption of an in-person educational 
setting while still dealing with changing 
school environments due to COVID 
rates, State and federal mandates, and 
recovery of any mental health issues and 
educational gaps caused by distance 
learning. Dr. McLaughlin also informed 
the Board members that the District is 
cooperating with State and federal safe-
ty mandates, however, the governing 
entities provide little warning as to when 
the mandates are announced, which 

leaves little time to communicate man-
date updates to the Board members, 
staff, parents, and the community before 
public announcements. 

 
Proposed 2023/24 School Calendar  
Asst. Superintendent of Human 

Resources Ed Atkinson introduced a 
proposed 2023/24 school calendar for 
first reading. It is online at 
www.fjuhsd.org. E-mail recommenda-
tions or concerns can be sent to Board 
members or to the District main office. 
The Fullerton School District has not 
released a calendar for the 2023/24 year 
yet to compare for alignment. 

 
COVID Educational  

Emergency Fund Update  
Director of Education Services Steve 

Zamora presented an update on the var-
ious COVID emergency relief funds 
(ESSER), mainly focusing on how 
FJUHSD plans to allocate the promised 
$18 million ESSER III funds. Over $10 
million of the funds directly impacts stu-
dents over the next two years with the 
hiring of additional instructional aides, 
tutoring offered during and after school 
hours, summer school, and site-specific 
education technology. Almost $6 million 
will be dedicated to mental health and 
safety personnel and support. The other 
funds are dedicated to staff support in 
the form of translation services, a dis-
trictwide Grant Coordinator, and the 
new Title IX Director to ensure continu-
ity across school sites to provide equi-
table access to educational programs. 
Director Zamora mentioned that stake-
holder input included parent tutorials for 

technology and access to AERIES and 
online student personal finance sessions. 

 
Election Redistricting  

Census data for 2020 are being used 
by the District to reevaluate the popula-
tion distribution throughout FJUHSD’s 
election districted areas. Dr. Justin 
Levitt from National Demographics, 
who helped FJUHSD determine the 
existing School Board election bound-
aries, reported that preliminary data 
shows a 7.2% deviation from the origi-
nal demographics used four years ago to 
create the election districts. This is well 
below the 10%  threshold that triggers 
an automatic redistricting response and 
leaves the Trustees options. They can 
leave the District boundaries as is for the 
next decade, spending less than $8,000 
for basic demographer and lawyers’ 
fees, or they can take additional commu-
nity input and redistrict in minor or more 
major ways if they believe that the cur-
rent districts, 1) do not truly reflect the 
population according to equity of popu-
lation, 2) have no racial gerrymander-
ing, 3) have compact and contiguous 
districting boundaries, and 4) are 
respectful of community voting inter-
ests. Redistricting must be filed before 
March 1, 2022 and would cost the dis-
trict over $25,000 for any changes to the 
District boundaries. These boundaries 
will remain until 2030 when the next 
census provides new data. The Board 
will need to decide soon if they wish to 
redistrict, but it is their decision as long 
as they file before March 1, 2022.   

The next FJUHSD Board meeting is 
November 9.
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WHAT’S TRENDING? by Irene, 10th grade

COMIC STRIP by Erin, 7th grade

SALMON RICE BOWL

Día De Los Muertos Nov 1 & 2

LET’S REMEMBER by Mateo, 8th grade

High School Homecoming: 
Does it live up to its name?

TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 10th grade

Daylight Savings Time Ends Nov 7 
Clocks Turned Backwards 1 Hour

It is a major school event that seems to 
count among the great high school 
memories. But last year, my freshman 
self struggled to figure out how home-
coming (HoCo) works. Due to the pan-
demic, last year we only managed to 
have the HoCo game and the celebration 
of the HoCo Queen and her court. But, I 
was clueless how the game and the 
school queen are connected with home-
coming.  Is it just me or are there more 
students out there who share my 
naivete?  In a survey I conducted among 
my friends, almost all of them are in the 
same situation.  

Now a sophomore and a Leadership 
Committee Member of our Associated 
Student Body (ASB) in school, I have 
become more knowledgeable. Some 
alumni came visiting during our HoCo 
week last month, which gave sense to 
the concept of homecoming. HoCo 
activities  are open to all students and 
these are meant to welcome back every-
one to another school year. After nearly 
two years of distance learning, this 
year’s HoCo also served to welcome 
students back to in-person learning. 
Hence, it is essentially homecoming, not 
just for alumni but for current students 
to make them feel at home. I finally 
nailed down the concept of HoCo. 

How does HoCo work?  The celebra-
tion runs for a week, also called Spirit 
Week, wherein students are encouraged 
to dress up based on a theme assigned to 
each day.  This is designed to inspire a 
sense of community among the students 
and the school officials.  The HoCo 
football game against the school’s arch 
rival is held on Friday night and a stu-
dent assembly or a pep rally is held dur-
ing the school hours to drum up excite-
ment. Volunteer contenders for the 
HoCo Queen, which can only come 
from the senior class and HoCo 
princesses from the younger classes, are 
presented during the pep rally and the 
students vote for their HoCo Queen and 
her court later in the day. The HoCo 
Queen and Princess selection, and the 
HoCo game are meant to add glamour 
and excitement to the festivities. The 
HoCo week culminates in the dance, 
which many people consider among the 
major high school experiences. I partic-
ipated in all the events and like most stu-
dents, I looked forward to the homecom-
ing dance the most since I was going 
with my entire friend group. I imagined 
it to be similar to my junior high fall 
dance yet there were some situations I 
did not foresee. For example, one of my 
friends wore her mom’s heels that were 

too high and ended up hurting her feet.  
Fortunately, I brought an extra pair of 
folding flat shoes that saved her from a 
night of misery. Besides the dance and a 
few arcade games, there were not many 
activities we could do to stay through 
the three-hour stretch so after the second 
hour, we called it a night. 

Almost half of our school’s student 
population (1200+)  attended the HoCo 
dance, breaking previous sales records, 
which is likely a reflection of students’ 
excitement to experience school events 
after almost two years of pandemic-
induced isolation. As I tried to figure out 
possible reasons why the other half did 
not attend the dance considering this 
was  regarded as among the must-have 
high school memories,  I was  aware that 
there were those who simply did not 
care.  Except for the thrill of being with 

my friend group attending a high school 
dance, I could easily be among those 
who chose not to attend. After all, the 
three-hour stretch seemed like eternity 
to spend just dancing and hanging out.  
It could easily get boring.  However, my 
thoughts went to those who wanted to go 
but couldn't because they had neither a 
date nor a friend to go with.  I have a 
couple of friends from two different 
schools who both did not go to their 
HoCo dance because they had no one to 
go with. No student should feel left out 
like these two.  Among the 1,000+ stu-
dents from my school who did not 
attend, there must be a good number 
who might have been  in the same situa-
tion. I wish that the ASBs of every 
school could come up with ideas to sup-
port these students so we can genuinely 
make everyone feel at home. 

People around the world honor 
deceased family members by hosting 
funerals, burying or cremating them. 
Hispanic people are no different, as fam-
ily is a huge aspect of their lives. 
However, many Hispanic people, espe-
cially those of Mexican roots, take their 
celebration one step further.  

This November 1 and 2, a huge festi-
val  known as the Day of the Dead, or 
Día de Los Muertos  is held in Hispanic 
communities. People go all out for this 
holiday because it is important that they 
show their respect and gratitude to their 
fallen ancestors. It emphasizes the belief 
that the spirits of dead ancestors come 
back down to Earth for a few days each 
year to have fun. Their relatives cele-
brate them by enjoying the things they 
loved the most when they were alive.  

The first day, November 1, is dedicat-
ed to fallen children. People honor these 
children by decorating their graves with 
many items, including their favorite 
toys, and balloons. 

The next day is for celebrating the 

deceased adult family members. People 
indulge in their deceased family mem-
ber’s favorite foods, drinks, and games. 
To guide the spirits to their families, the 
family places flowers; usually, a type of 
marigold called a zempasúchil. These 
bright, exuberant flowers aid the spirits 
in finding their homes. Altars, known as 
ofrendas, are also built. These ofrendas 
usually contain many objects and items 
related to the deceased  including a 
framed picture of them, their favorite 
foods or drinks, and tons of decorations. 
Ofrendas are loaded with flowers, can-
dles, and skulls made from paper maché 
to represent the deceased person.  

Día De Los Muertos is one of the most 
cherished traditions passed on by the 
ancestors of many Hispanic families 
throughout Mexico and parts of Latin 
America. Many people, including those 
who live in our own community, cele-
brate this event. Around 37% of 
Fullerton’s population are Hispanic.  

Source: officeholidays.com, 
census.gov

Add a slice of 
cooked salmon, a 
dash of soy sauce and 

a little bit of science. For those who 
have been keeping up with TikTok and 
the latest food trends, this is all a famil-
iar scene — Emily Mariko’s viral 
salmon rice bowl. Influencer Mariko, 
known for her short TikTok videos that 
reveal her daily diet and recipes while 
typically involving little to no talking, 
recently started an overwhelming move-
ment on social media. 

Her simple and healthy recipe includes 
cooked salmon, rice, Kewpie mayon-
naise, soy sauce, Sriracha, avocado, sea-

weed, and an ice cube. Fascinated by her 
lifestyle and nutrition, millions of neti-
zens added Mariko to their list of fol-
lowing and quickly hopped onto the 
trend in just a matter of days.  

The 35-second clip that first intro-
duced the recipe, has now garnered over 
66 million views on TikTok making it 
the hottest video on her page. As one of 
the most popular influencers on the app 
today, Mariko offers healing through her 
wholesome cooking. 

Source: 
www.mashed.com/635901/how-emily-

marikos-viral-ice-cube-microwave-
hack-actually-wo rks/

Chloe, Reyna, Katelyn, Francine, Katie, Iris, & Binny pose before Homecoming.



THROUGH NOV 7 
• 10am-1pm: The Art of Survival: 
Enduring the Turmoil of Tule 
Lake Tue, Sat & Sun. This is a travel-
ing exhibition probing the complexity of 
Tule Lake, the Japanese American con-
finement site in Newell, CA. Fullerton 
Arboretum 1900 Associated Rd,  
(657) 278-3407. 
 

THROUGH DEC 9 
• 12pm-4pm: Land As Kin  Thurs - 
Sun. Inspired by the identity of Southern 
California Native people. Featuring 
artists Gerald Clarke, Katie Dorame, 
Mercedes Dorame, River Garza, and 
Lewis deSoto. Fullerton Museum 
Center 301 N Pomona Ave, (714) 738-
6545.  
 

THROUGH DEC 18 
• 11am-4pm: Kim Abeles: Smog 
Collectors, 1987-2020 Mon - Thurs & 
Sat. Artist Kim Abeles  examines a 
range of scientific data and its unexpect-
ed visual presentation that prompts the 
viewer to reconsider the air we breathe. 
CSUF's Begovich Gallery 800 N State 
College Blvd. 
 

Nov 23– January 23 
• 10am-1pm: Birds in Art Tue, Sat & 
Sun. Avian wonders are featured 
through all-new interpretations in origi-
nal paintings, sculptures, and graphics 
created within the last three years. 
Fullerton Arboretum 1900 Associated 
Rd, (657) 278-3407
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• Every Monday 12:30pm-2:30pm: 
FREE Senior Bingo  No Registration. 
Fullerton Community Center - Grand 
Hall.  340 W Commonwealth Ave. More 
info (714) 738-6575.   
 
•   Every Monday & Wednesday 8am: 
Walk & Talk Fullerton Community 
Center, 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 
More info (714) 738-6575.  
 
•    Every Tuesday 6 - 8 pm: Dancing 
Social $2: Fullerton Community Center, 
340 W Commonwealth Ave. More info 
(714) 738-6575.  
 
•    Every Wednesday 9am - 11am:  
Line Dance Lessons: $3 drop-in, $20 
resident/$26 nonresident Fullerton 
Community Center, 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave. More info (714) 
738-6575.  

 
• Every Thursday 9:15am-11am: 
Reading Club Fullerton Community 
Center, 340 W Commonwealth Ave. 
More info (714) 738-6575.  

Farmers Market
•  Every Wednesday 8:30am-12:30pm: 
Fullerton’s Certified Farmers 
Market. Now Behind the Community 
Center. Shop for fresh fruit, vegetables, 
eggs, honey, fish, flowers, plants, bread 
& more. Fullerton Community Center - 
340 W Commonwealth Ave. 

Music & Dance

Seniors Only

Art Shows

Send calendar events to ads@fullertonobserver.com

TUE NOVEMBER 16 
• 1pm: CSUF School of Music 
Matinee FREE Students perform 
chamber music.  CSUF Recital Hall, 
800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton. 
 

WED NOVEMBER 3, 17 & 24 
• 7pm-1:30pm: Line dancing Lessons 
InCahoots Bar, Wednesday Night line 
dance and country hoe down, 1401 S. 
Lemon St, Fullerton (714) 441-1666. 

 
THURS NOVEMBER 4, 11 & 18  

• 4pm- 8pm Unplug Thursdays at the 
Beer Garden. Enjoy our extended 
exhibit hours, gift shop, special pro-
gramming in the Beer Garden including 
karaoke, and more. Fullerton Museum. 
 

THURS NOVEMBER 14 
• 3:30pm: Aeolus Quartet presented by 
Fullerton Friends of Music. FREE. 
Fullerton First United Methodist 
Church, 114 N. Pomona Ave. 
Vaccination required. (714) 993-0326. 
www.fullertonfriendsofmusic.org. 
 

FRI NOVEMBER 12 
• 8pm-2pm: The World’s Only 
Mariachi Rock Show w/ The Outlaw 
Mariachi  Totally 80’s Bar, 2512 W 
Orangethorpe Ave Fullerton, 
info@totally80sbar.com (714) 879-0108 
 

SAT NOVEMBER 6 & 20 
• 7-10pm: The Ron Kobayashi Trio. 
The best jazz group in Orange County 
will be at Les Amis Restaurant, 128 W 
Wilshire Ave. 
 

Everyday except Tues, 9am-4pm: 
Fullerton Arboretum $5 The 
Arboretum is a fun, free place for all to 
learn about wildlife conservation & 
research. 26 acers of nature scapes. 
1900 Associated Rd • (657) 278-3407. 
 
Sunday 7:30am-8:30am: Free Zumba 
Classes at Hillcrest Park.  1200 N 
Harbor Blvd. Donations welcome.

Outdoor Fun

FRI NOV 5 & SAT NOV 6 
• 2pm-5pm FRI : Members only 
• 9am-3pm SAT, Open to the public 
California Native plant sale Fullerton 
Arboretum $5 Check out over 100 vari-
eties of California-native plants grown 
here at the Arboretum! An exclusive 
opportunity to bring questions, plant 
lists or garden layouts with you to dis-
cuss with our talented team of 
Horticulturists. 1900 Associated Rd • 
(657) 278-3407. 
 

TUES NOV 16 
• 6pm-7:30pm Volunteer & Career 
Pathways in Urban Forestry 1580 W 
Commonwealth Ave (714) 738-5363 
 

Tues Nov 2 to Nov 23 
Tues Nov 30 to Dec 21 

• 5:30pm-6:30pm Gentle Yoga with 
Tracy Cooper $20 Ages: 16+ yrs. 
Gentle flow and restorative poses pro-
vide a well-balanced practice. This class 
is accessible to all levels, with clear 
guidance on breathing and postures, 
modifications offered. Fullerton 
Community Center 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave  (714) 738-6575. 
 

Wed Nov 3 - Nov 24 
Sat Nov 6 - Nov 27 

Mon Nov 8 - Nov 29 
• 7pm-8pm Zumba with Adriana 
Munoz $20 Ages: 16+ yrs. Zumba 
incorporates aerobic fitness and interval 
training through dance moves set to 
Latin and international music.  Fullerton 
Community Center 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave.  (714) 738-6575. 
 

Wed Nov 3 to Nov 17 
• 7pm-8pm Yoga for all levels with 
Carolyn Matsuda $20 Ages: 16+ yrs. 
This class will help you be stronger, 
more flexible, and bring peace of mind. 
Hillcrest Park Rec Center 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave.  (714) 738-6575. 
 

Mon Nov 22 
Mon Nov 29 to Dec 20 

• 10:30am-11:30am Chair Yoga with 
Tracy Cooper $20 Ages: 16+ yrs. All 
levels of mobility and ability. Improve 
strength, balance and energy with the 
support of a chair. Fullerton Community 
Center 340 W Commonwealth Ave.  
(714) 738-6575. 
 

Wed Nov 3 to Nov 24 
• 10:30am-11:30am Pilates and Yoga 
with Felores Giacometto $20 Ages: 
16+ yrs. Designed to improve posture, 
balance, strength, coordination, agility, 
range of motion and endurance. 
Fullerton Community Center 340 W 
Commonwealth Ave.  (714) 738-6575.

Classes & More

Discover Fullerton  
on Foot LIVE! 

 
Saturdays, 8:30am - 10:30am 

 
The Community Center’s popular 
video series goes LIVE with monthly 
in-person guided walks around town. 
Free of charge, but registration is 
required. 
 

11/20 Civic Center Tour 
Perfect for out-of-town guests. Walk 
around our historic Civic Center area 
and learn about Fullerton’s past and 
present. 
 

12/18 Lovely Laguna Lake 
This tour will start and end at Laguna 
Lake Park, NOT the Community 
Center. Get some exercise and learn 
about the plants, animals, and surpris-
ing history of this Fullerton land-
mark.  
 

Free but registration is required  
at Fullerton Community Cntr  

340 W Commonwealth Ave   
(714) 738-6575 

www.fullertoncommunitycenter.com 

HELLO  
 

FULLERTON RESIDENTS!!  
 

The Fullerton Observer is  
looking for talented people who 
care about Fullerton and would 

like to volunteer their time. 
  

• City reporters 
• Advertising Specialist  
• Social Media Editor 
• Article Translators 
• Distribution  

ads@fullertonobserver.com   
(714) 525-6402 

NOV 4, 5, & 6 AT 8PM AND NOV 7 AT 3PM   
Opera Scenes: Opera Meets The Seven Deadly Sins - Enjoy an eclectic mix of 
scenes from favorite operas. Be sure to attend to find out if there is any peace or 
redemption for the wicked when Opera Meets The Seven Deadly Sins.  

Recital Hall, Clayes Performing Arts Center (CSUF) 
Clayes Performing Arts Center, Recital Hall, 800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton
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HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2021

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

SAT NOVEMBER 20 TO DECEMBER 23 
•9pm: Coming Soon: Santa Claus Conquers the Martians 

Fri, Sat & Sun showings at Maverick Theater 
110 E Walnut Ave, Ste B, Fullerton   

https://mavericktheater.com/santa-21/ (714) 526-7070

NOV 3, 4, & 5 AT 8PM 
NOV 6 AT 2PM 

Almost, Maine, $10 / $5 (Titan price) 
Almost, Maine is a series of nine charm-
ing vignettes about love set in the fic-
tional, magical town. This whimsical 
look at relationships offers funny and 
poignant moments where the snowy set-
ting becomes a character unto itself. The 
university has mandated that masks be 
worn in all indoor spaces. CSUF - 
Clayes Performing Arts Center, 800 N 
State College Blvd, Fullerton  (657) 
278-3371 pac-boxoffice@fullerton.edu

NOV 16, 17, 18, & 19 AT 8PM & NOV 20 AT 2PM 
Storytelling at Its Best, Told Through the Power of Dance, $14 / $12 (Titan 
price) Coordinated By Lisa Long Choreographers and dancers explore the com-
plexity of dance as it captures our humanity and brings joy through movement. 
Little Theatre - CSUF 800 N. State College Blvd., Fullerton (657) 278-3371 pac-
boxoffice@fullerton.edu

NOV 12, & 13 AT 8PM 
NOV 13 AT 2PM 

ALL TOGETHER NOW! A Global Event Celebrating Local Theatre, $30  
“All Together Now” is a global event happening the same weekend at small theatres 
all across the world. This 15-song cabaret will feature a live band and amazing 
musical performances of some of your favorite Broadway numbers.  
Curtis Theatre, 1 Civic Center Cir, Brea, 714-990-7722 
https://www.ci.brea.ca.us/213/Curtis-Theatre

THE LAST DUEL: 
Two Hits 

 
“The Last Duel” takes place in France 

in 1386. We all know that dueling as a 
method of settling disputes or seeking 
revenge took place for several more cen-
turies, but this actual incident was the 
last court-ordered duel. The film is 
based on a true event carefully 
researched by Eric Jager for his 2004 
book, The Last Duel: A True Story of 
Trial by Combat in Medieval France.   

Writing the screenplay was a collabo-
rative effort by Matt Damon and Ben 
Affleck (their first since “Good 
Will Hunting”), and by Nicole 
Holofcener who was needed for a 
woman’s perspective since cen-
tral to the plot is a sexual assault. 
Some of the characters, both 
jurists and clerics, passing judg-
ment reminds us of beliefs we 
might think had remained in the 
Middle Ages, but one was voiced 
as recently as 2012 by a Missouri 
Congressman who said that rape 
cannot cause pregnancy because 
a woman “must experience sexu-
al pleasure in order to conceive a 
child.” Sensing the relevance of 
this tale, seasoned filmmaker 
Ridley Scott (“Gladiator”) was 
eager to direct. 

The movie is framed by the 
duel, which begins as a joust—
two heavily armored men on 
horseback carrying lances, as 
well as swords, ready to charge.  
Next, we see three separate ver-
sions of the events that led up to 
this legal combat.  The first version is 
seen through the eyes of recently knight-
ed Sir Jean de Carrouges (Matt Damon 
with a scar on his face and a dreadful 
haircut). Recently married to the beauti-
ful Marguerite (Jody Comer), he is 
receiving a dowry consisting of land 
from her father and he insists that the 
land include a valley Marguerite loved 
playing in as a child. It is a relatively 
happy marriage, and he is eager to pro-
duce an heir. 

While Carrouges is on a week’s trip to 
Paris and his mother has taken the ser-
vants with her for a day, Squire Jacques 
Le Gris (Adam Driver), a friend indebt-
ed to Carrouges for having saved his life 
in a battle, knocks on the door. Le Gris 
and Marguerite have met on social occa-
sions. She has been kind to him, and he 
has much admired her beauty and her 
surprisingly fine mind. She knows how 

to read and write, talents not even her 
husband possesses. Le Gris, professing 
his passion for her, forces his way into 
the house, drags her to the bedroom and 
even as she fights off his advances, he 
rapes her. Distraught by the attack, she 
tells her husband on his return and 
demands that he avenge her honor. 

The second chapter in the movie is 
told from the perspective of Le Gris. He 
insists that when they first met, 
Marguerite was attracted to him, and he 
sensed it from a kiss she gave him at her 
husband’s insistence when they were 
first introduced. He explains 
Marguerite’s vociferous resistance when 

he entered the house as a neces-
sary action on her part so as not 
to appear complicit with his 
behavior. Le Gris claims such 
passion and love for Marguerite 
that he feels entitled to ravish her 
against her will. Steeped in gen-
uine religious beliefs, Le Gris 
later confesses his sin to a priest. 
The clergy, however, tells him 
that his is a “crime of property” 
since Marguerite belongs to her 
husband.            

The third chapter presents 
Marguerite’s version, in which 
neither of the two men look 
admirable.  Marguerite sees her 
husband as greedy for her 
father’s generous dowry and 
rough in his treatment of her. 
There is little romance or gentle-
ness in his lovemaking and she 
worries that in their now five-
year marriage she has not con-
ceived a child. She insists that 
she did all she could to fight off 
Le Gris, who forcibly raped her. 

Through all three versions of the tale, 
we see the two male protagonists in rela-
tion to their favoritism with France’s 
royalty. King Charles (Alex Lawler), 
young and immature, relies on his liege 
Pierre d’ Alencon (Ben Affleck, unrec-
ognizable with his hair dyed blond) for 
advice and decision-making.  Alencon 
very much favors Le Gris, who is still a 
squire, and resents the knighted 
Carrouges and his claims for property. 

The final scenes of the movie depict 
the actual duel/joust, which ends with a 
victor but is so brutal that it is easy to 
see why such a barbaric method for set-
tling a court case would be outlawed in 
future trials. 

With excellent writing, acting, and 
directing, this two-and-one-half hour 
movie holds our attention and interest at 
every moment.
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VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2021

 Entering Fullerton City limits on 
Chapman Avenue, one sees a sign that 
says Fullerton is a “Preserve America 
Community.” It turns out that the 
Preserve America Program, a federal 
initiative developed to highlight efforts 
to protect the nation’s heritage, designat-
ed the city of Fullerton a Preserve 
America Community in 2009. This is 
due to the efforts of members of 
Fullerton Heritage, a local non-profit 
organization that has been very active in 
the restoration, preservation, and pro-
motion of Fullerton’s rich collection of 
cultural and architectural resources. A 
committee of Fullerton Heritage mem-
bers spent hours working on historical 
research, coordinating with City staff, 
soliciting letters of recommendation 
from City, County, and State officials, 
and filling out numerous forms in order 
for Fullerton to gain recognition as a 
Preserve America Community.   

Administered by the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation, the 
Preserve America Community program 
was started in 2003 under the leadership 
of then-First Lady Laura Bush. 

On the program’s website, it says it 
recognizes cities that “protect and cele-
brate their heritage, use their historic 

assets for economic development and 
community revitalization, and encour-
age people to experience and appreciate 
local historic resources through educa-
tion and heritage tourism programs. The 
goals of the program include increasing 
a greater shared knowledge about the 
nation’s past, strengthening regional 
identities and local pride, increasing 
local participation in preserving the 
country’s cultural and natural heritage 
assets, and supporting the economic 
vitality of our communities.” 

Debora Richey, a member of Fullerton 
Heritage said, “It is a wonderful way to 
recognize preservation-oriented com-
munities. 

The application process was initially 
led by Fullerton Heritage board mem-
bers Katie Dalton, Debora Richey, 
Cathy Thomas, Noelle Rossi, Nick Derr, 
and Jim Powell.    

According to the May 2009 issue of 
the Fullerton Heritage Newsletter, the 
selection process was based on a com-
munity’s ability to meet certain criteria, 
such as a “historic or cultural preserva-
tion project that has promoted…heritage 
tourism or otherwise fostering economic 
vitality.” Selection was based on 
whether a “governing body has recently 

adopted a resolution indicating its com-
mitment to the preservation of its her-
itage assets,” and whether “the commu-
nity meets at least five criteria specified 
in three broad categories—discovering 
heritage through historic places, protect-
ing historic resources, and promoting 
historic assets.” The Fullerton Heritage 
committee recognized that many of the 
“already in-place preservation efforts 
and resources” would qualify the City 
for the honor of being named a Preserve 
America Community, and quickly began 
work on the application.  

I learned how the formerly rundown 
industrial section of Santa Fe Avenue 
was developed into the historic SOCO 
district. I learned that Fullerton’s 
Historical Building Survey, the Museum 
Center, the library’s Local History 
Room, the Muckenthaler Cultural 
Center, as well as the interpretive pro-
grams and exhibitions offered at the 
Visitor Center, and Dr. George Clark 
House’s and Office at the Fullerton 
Arboretum helped the City earn its des-
ignation status under the “discovering 
heritage through historic places” catego-
ry of the application. Fullerton 
Heritage’s efforts, such as docent-led 
downtown walking tours, in addition to 
local history education programs for all 
of Fullerton’s 3rd graders also helped 
with the City’s application.  

Fullerton has preserved many of its 
historic buildings as Observer readers 
may already know. A number of these 
buildings are even listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. Fullerton 
Heritage’s downtown walking tour takes 
visitors past preserved places such as the 

Fullerton: A “Preserve 
America Community” 

Spanish Colonial Revival-style build-
ing, which was built in 1941 and once 
housed the City’s public library (now 
the Fullerton Museum Center); the 1930 
Santa Fe Depot; the relocated Union 
Pacific Depot, completed in 1923 and a 
major example of Mission Revival 
architecture; and the Amerige block of 
commercial buildings built in 1920, 
each with a glazed tile façade.    

Fullerton Heritage members high-
lighted the City’s “A Night in Fullerton” 
program, “Railroad Days,” “Fullerton 
First Night,” and the “Winterfest” pro-
gram. They also cited Fullerton 
Heritage’s “Preservationist of the Year” 
and “Golden Hammer” awards for the 
“historic preservation awards or recog-
nition program.”  

San Clemente and Santa Ana are the 
only other cities in Orange County listed 
as Preserve America Communities. 
According to the May 2009 issue of the 
Fullerton Heritage Newsletter, commu-
nities designated through the program 
receive national recognition for their 
efforts. In fact, Preserve America 
Communities are featured in National 
Register Travel Itineraries and in 
“Teaching with Historic Places” curric-
ular materials created by the National 
Park Service. The federal program also 
allows communities to use the Preserve 
America logo on signs and promotional 
materials. Other benefits for the city 
include “notification to state tourism 
offices, listing in a Web-based directory 
that showcases Fullerton’s preservation 
efforts and heritage tourism destina-
tions, and eligibility for Preserve 
America Grants.”  

So, the next time you’re driving into 
Fullerton, be sure to be on the lookout 
for the Preserve America Community 
sign. A copy of the Preserve America 
Community Application is available at 
the Local History Room in the Fullerton 
Public Library. For further information 
on the Preserve America program, visit 
www.preserveamerica.gov.

The Soco District on Santa Fe Avenue in historic downtown Fullerton.

Preserve America sign at Fullerton city 
limits on Chapman Ave.
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My father grew up in Germany in the 
Nazi time; our family is Jewish. My 
grandparents brought their family to the 
United States in 1935. However, many 
family members were left behind and 
wrote my grandmother as their lives 
became threatened by the Nazis and then 
World War II. When the war ended, my 
grandmother put all the letters into a box 
and closed it up. 

At the beginning of our Pandemic 
lock-down, I opened the box. There 
were over 180 letters. 

This story comes from those letters 
and tells how my aunt Gertie and her 
husband Uli, survived in Germany dur-
ing WWII. If it sounds a bit like a fairy-
tale, it’s because my grandfather was 
also a source. Suspicion is warranted, as 
he liked telling stories. But my father 
had faith in it, and I heard it told several 
times the same way. 

So as a young man did my grandfather, 
also Gertie’s brother Ernst, bring about 
events that kept the couple alive through 
the war? Or did he twist the story to 
soothe the rawness for his grandchil-
dren? As a family doctor, he was not the 
type to sugarcoat things.  

************ 
My grandfather Ernst and his sister 

Gertie’s story begins around 1910, when 
he was a student at college. It was sum-
mer at the cottage in Bamberg, and the 
young men were out swimming and 
enjoying the river. Suddenly, a voice 
shouted out in distress – a young man 
was drowning! Ernst, a medical student, 
dragged him out of the water and resus-
citated him, saving his life. 

That night, the young man’s father, a 
miller, visited Ernst’s family. He 
expressed gratitude and offered a 
reward.  

My grandfather would not hear of it: 
What I did was trivial; and you would 

surely have done the same for me. 
The miller promised if they were ever 

in need, he would do all he could to help 
the family. 

Did the miller return in the last winter 
of WWII?  

************ 
The cottage walls were thin, built from 

a single layer of clapboard. The temper-
ature inside must have been nearly as 
cold as the snow and ice outside. 
Quietly, sacks of flour were brought to 
the back door, along with precious sacks 
of coal. Burning coal to bake bread gave 
them satisfaction and comfort, helping 
them make it through that brutal winter. 

Or did my grandfather make this up? 
With their lives at stake, would the cou-
ple risk burning coal, with the chance 
others could see the smoke? 

Gertie and Uli inherited the small cot-
tage from her brother, Ludwig. They 
lived in an assigned apartment near the 
Dusseldorf airport – but it was like a 
bullseye, and when it was bombed, they 
had to flee. They thought they could 
make it to the cottage 270 miles away. 
They drove night and day for three days, 
all the while trying not to think what 
could happen if they were caught. 

When we arrived at the house, we 
immediately lay down in the unmade 
beds and slept for 26 hours. [45.08.19 
GertieKrieger] 

The cottage was tucked behind another 
house, not easily seen. Once inside the 
clapboard house, Gertie and Uli hoped 
to stay out of view, but they were virtu-
ally imprisoned.  They spent the next 
three months inside, quickly eating up 
the food they had brought. Uli’s weight 
plummeted from 170 to 102 lbs: 

FULLERTON HERITAGE PRESENTS  
Local Landmark - Russell House by Terry Galvin 

Constructed in 1903, the impressive 
Colonial Revival home at 516 West 
Amerige Avenue was originally situated 
in the 100 block of West 
Commonwealth Avenue and then moved 
to its current location in 1923.  After 
World War II, all the spectacular 
Victorian-styled homes along West 
Commonwealth, the town’s major thor-
oughfare, were demolished to make way 
for commercial developments.  The 
dwelling’s move saved it from destruc-
tion.  It remains an outstanding example 
of an early, first-generation Colonial 
Revival home, one of the best preserved 
in Fullerton.  The Russell House was so 
distinctive when built that it was fea-
tured in an article on Fullerton homes in 
the January 2, 1904 issue of the 
Fullerton News.  

In 1901, Susan and Herman S. Russell 
moved from Wisconsin to Fullerton and 
purchased two lots on West 
Commonwealth Avenue for $275.00 
from town founder Edward Amerige.  
They joined a number of families who 
had already constructed homes and 
ranches along the upscale avenue.  The 
Russells built a new home, water tower, 
and stables, while planting walnut trees, 
sweet potatoes, and other crops.  The 
Russells lived on the property for a few 
years, then moved to their 18-acre ranch 
on Orangethorpe Avenue.  In 1923, 
Mayor Harry Crooke, a real estate agent, 
moved the home to its current location 
and offered to sell the 8-room home for 
only $6,500.  The current owners have 
beautifully maintained the home.

Gertie and Ernst by Karen Lang-McNabb 

In winter we would have starved to 
death unless Zipfel had helped us so 
faithfully. [45.08.19 GertieKrieger] 

This is all we ever learn of Zipfel. Was 
it the miller, or his son, making good on 
the promise of decades ago?  

************* 
The frozen temperatures Gertie and 

her husband experienced were shared by 
American soldiers, as they fought the 
German army. 

Gertie and Uli climbed the hillside 
above their cottage and watched the 
final battle of Bamberg from there: 

At the last moment, when the 
Volkssturm [the German people’s army] 
moved into the hut in the next garden, 
and defensive trenches were being dug 
around us, it became dangerous for us. 
But the shells that fell over us during the 
conquest of Bamberg, in front of and 
behind us and then in the neighboring 
house, while we sought cover on the 
unprotected slope behind the house, 
were signals of liberation for me… 

Can you imagine what a miracle it is 
that we are still alive? [45.08.19 
GertieKrieger] 

In Bamberg they were spared heavy 
bombing because the city had no muni-
tions or industrial manufacturing. Nazi 
forces withdrew after a brief fight, but 

Movement in the Garden by Penny Hlavac

I love the contrasting foliage colors, the drought tolerance, and year-round 
dependability of succulents. But with their rigid water-filled stems and leaves, a 
succulent garden can appear somewhat static. California native wildflowers scat-
tered throughout, besides providing nectar for insect pollinators and seed for birds, 
animate the garden when they sway in the breeze. With the start of our rainy season, 
now is the time to sow seeds of these native annuals. California Botanic Garden in 
Claremont has just opened their Grow Native Nursery and has a good selection. I 
especially like Dudley’s Clarkia (Clarkia dudleyana) for movement because the 
leaves are small and the lavender-pink flowers are large. After your wildflowers fin-
ish their spring bloom, let some of the seed fall and hopefully the plants will “nat-
uralize,” that is, come up again next year without you having to plant them.

they blew up bridges, leaving the city 
marooned. On April 14, 1945, less than 
a month before VE Day, American sol-
diers claimed the city of Bamberg for 
Allied forces. 

This is an excerpt from a book I plan 
to publish shortly. Copyright: Karen 
Lang-McNabb 10.14.2021

Excerpt from letter written to Gertie in 1945 from Bamberg, Germany.

Gertie around 1910, before both  
World Wars. She was 22.
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create, publish, and distribute the paper 
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and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 
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I was preparing a lecture for one of my 
classes at American Jewish University, 
when I learned that Mort Sahl had died. 
I didn’t weep. I simply remembered how 
much he has meant to me, influenced me 
and shaped how I to use humor, even 
when discussing difficult topics. He 
showed how humor can bypass the cen-
sors of prejudice and defensiveness and 
reveal something 
deeper and truer. 

I learned from 
Mort that if a line 
makes you laugh, it 
is a visceral reac-
tion and you might 
think it wasn’t 
funny or in good 
taste, you might 
not like the point of 
view or politics, 
but your body did con-
vulse, and you just have to 
deal with it. This is the sub-
versive superpower of 
humor. 

My relationship with 
Mort Sahl began in 1959, 
when I was 15 and lasts to 
today and beyond. He was 
my role model and hero. 
His wise and wise-cracking 
humor shaped my sense of 
humor and set me on a life-
long path of trying to see 
the world with the kind of 
astigmatism that misshapes 
reality in order to reveal 
deeper truths. 

I cannot say that we were friends, but 
we were friendly. During the Reagan 
era, I once gave him a joke (which he 
used). In return for my line, Mort toler-
ated me copying his billing as an 
“Iconoclast.” I didn’t steal his act, but I 
did borrow his attitude. I copied his 
stage persona of not having a stage per-
sona. Mort played himself on stage. He 
was smart, quick, well-informed and 
exuded humor and intelligence. He often 
said, “Everything I tell you is true and 
much of it is factual.” This is an impor-
tant distinction that I frequently cite 
(with attribution) when teaching 
Comparative Religion and Current 
Events. 

Mort Sahl was no jokester. He was an 
observer who saw the truths underlying 
all the lies. He didn’t do mother-in-law 
jokes.  Neither did I; after all, with him 
as my inspiration, I started doing stand-
up at 15, far too young to have a moth-
er-in-law. At 17, I was doing stand-up in 
San Francisco at Coffee and Confusion, 
just around the corner from Mort who 

was at The Hungry I. 
I’d visit between 
sets, and we some-
times talked. 

Many years later, 
when I lived in 
Studio City and was 
serving a local con-
gregation, I’d run 
into Mort at our local 
Stop & Shop market. 
Mort was often push-

ing his son, Mort Jr, in his 
shopping cart as I pushed 
my son Adam in mine. We’d 
chat. We bonded over the 
fact that he was a comedian 
accused of thinking he was 
a preacher and I was a 
preacher accused of think-
ing I was a comedian. 

In truth, Mort was 
Prophet, a teller of often 
uncomfortable truths. The 
world did try to kill him 
from time to time, but the 
world had to settle for mere-
ly exiling him for a decade 
or two. He always came 

back. Maybe he achieved the rare transi-
tion from Prophet to Holy Fool. Their 
jobs are quite similar. The Fool was sup-
posed to tell the truth but in a palatable 
enough way to make the King laugh and 
not kill him. The Fool usually survived, 
except in King Lear. And so did Mort till 
nearly half through his 94th year. 

Two great and terrible events chal-
lenged him. He never accepted that Lee 
Harvey Oswald acted alone in killing 
JFK. He brought his passion and skepti-
cism to his act and was widely unpopu-
lar with both liberals and conservatives 
who wanted the issue left in the past. 
Mort could not accept the rushed con-
clusions of the Warren Report as either 
definitive or true, noticing that the hard-

Mort Sahl: Preacher, Prophet, and 
Holy Fool—An Appreciation

cover version had a warning “Not for 
human consumption,” which referred to 
its cover but to Sahl, meant its contents, 
It took years to recover his career. 
However, the other trauma, the loss of 
his son, Mort Jr, to a drug over-dose, he 
could never recover from. Mort being 
Mort kept his son’s name in his act. His 
vulnerability was so human and com-
pelling throughout his career and 
throughout his life. 

I’m reminded of why I was so thor-
oughly attracted to him, both as a per-
former and a person. He had me the 
moment I heard his 1958 comedy 
album, “The Future Lies Ahead,” also 
known as “Mort Sahl Iconoclast.” His 
play on the word “Lies” wasn’t a simple 
pun but was filled with ambiguity and 
wit and, most importantly, gave you the 
opportunity to think, to take the time to 
go beneath the surface of a joke and find 
some deeper truth. Could he have 
known just how many lies the future 
would hold post 1959?  Did he antici-
pate Nixon? Probably. Trump? Probably 
not. 

He did comment on our artificial dif-
ferences, easy hypocrisies and timidity. 
He remarked during the 1956 
Presidential election that “Eisenhower is 
for gradual integration, while Stevenson 
is for moderate integration. Is there 
nowhere,” he wondered, “where we can 
find compromise between these two 
extremes?” 

Since human foibles are constant, his 
humor is as current today as it was 60 
years ago, when he said, “Liberals feel 
unworthy of their possessions. 
Conservatives feel they deserve every-
thing they’ve stolen.” He spoke of war 
and peace, political mendacity, China 
policy, and even voter fraud. Alluding to 
the Democratically-leaning graveyards 
in Chicago in 1960, he claimed, “I want 
to be buried in Chicago so I can remain 
politically active.” He might even be rel-
evant to our Build Back Better 
Reconciliation challenge, observing, 
“There’s a danger our fiscal bankruptcy 
might overtake our moral bankruptcy.” 

Sahl also said, “You haven’t lived till 
you’ve died in California.” So, by dying 
in Marin, California, he lived. I cele-
brate that life. 

Mort Sahl: Truth-teller Wit Teacher 
Inspiration May Your Restless Mind 
Dare Disturb the Heavens. 

 
Follow Jon Dobrer on Twitter  

@jondobrer

  
 

Mort Sahl:  
Truth-teller,  
Wit, Teacher, 
Inspiration.  
May Your  

Restless Mind  
Dare Disturb 
 the Heavens. 
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Why as many are divesting oil company investments and switching to renewable 
energy investments has the City of Fullerton purchased a new investment in August 
2019 of $600,000 in Exxon Mobile Corps? This was revealed through a public 
records request (response printed below). 

I think the public needs to know what the city of Fullerton is investing our money 
in. I object to this and I am sure other residents will also. 

Sharon Kennedy Fullerton

City invests in Exxon/Why?

Re: From The Killing Fields to Orange County

Kudos to Jesse La Tour on the story of 
Susan Ellis Ouweleen and her family’s 
fight to reach freedom. We need more 
people to know the struggle, dangers 
and hardships people will take on to 
come to this country. To all those who 
take our freedom and opportunity  for 
granted, let this be a lesson of how good 
we must have it that others fight to reach 
our great country.       A. Patel Fullerton

A Boozy ‘Modest Proposal’
Given the city of Fullerton's longtime 

propensity to hand out bar permits for 
our overconcentrated Restaurant 
Overlay District to the point of encour-
aging property owners to displace non-
alcohol-related businesses, I propose, in 
the spirit of the famous Irish satirist 
Jonathan Swift, that Fullerton should 
announce a free-for-all for bar licenses. 

Let's get rid of all downtown busi-
nesses that don't serve as much booze as 
possible.  The City should quadruple the 
cost of Conditional Use Permits (CUPs) 
for non-alcohol-serving businesses, 
while dropping the cost down to a dollar 
each for bars.  Let's see if we can set an 
all-time record for the highest overcon-
centration of alcohol licenses in the 
entire state of California! 

While we're at it, since Fullerton's 
orgy of bars has long been fueled by the 
gross ineptitude of the blindly rubber-
stamping, local Alcohol and Beverage 
"Control" board, the state of California 
should save us taxpayers money by 
abolishing the useless ABC altogether.   

Cut the red tape and hand out free 

alcohol licenses to anyone who wants 
one! 

The city of Fullerton could also com-
pletely exempt downtown businesses 
from any expenses for the massive 
police expenditures (over $1 million per 
year, as per a decade-old study) to keep 
the downtown safe and free from  date-
rape-peddling customers of our fine 
establishments. 

Finally, God forbid that the City 
should ever end its craven gerrymander-
ing of Council districts to where resi-
dents near downtown are conveniently 
chopped into five separate districts to 
remove any threat of local homeowners 
electing a representative who might 
actually stand up for residents over 
booze-swilling businesses.  Long live 
the craven worship of alcohol-tax funds, 
even if most of the funds collected get 
wasted on the extra policing costs to the 
City.  Full speed ahead on turning the 
entire downtown into the biggest smor-
gasbord of bars ever imagined! 

Randy Baxter Homeowner two blocks 
from downtown Fullerton

Once again I'm grateful for the latest 
Fullerton Observer, this time because of 
your article about Susan Ellis Ouleween 
and her family. Such an amazing story 
of endurance and survival and success. 

The family's story would have been 
enough in itself, but for me and no 
doubt for other readers as well, there 
was the bonus of Ted Ngoy and his 
donut shops, several of which I've 
enjoyed, and one of which, Kenny's 
Donuts, has become a daily pit stop.  
The managing family make all their cof-
fees and pastries so beautifully that I've 

How do you describe Fullerton?  A 
town of trees?  A town of education? A 
town of culture? I was shocked by my 
conversation with a woman from 
Anaheim Hills when she referred to 
Fullerton as the town of tattoo parlors 
and bars! 

It seems the bar ratio per capita is out 
of control! I enjoy a drink but do we 
need so many bars where people get sick 
drunk, fight, throw up on the doorsteps, 

on the street, and commit rapes? 
In the 1960s and 1970s, Harbor Blvd. 

had The Pillowry boutique, Roy’s cam-
era shop, Harris Drug, a shoe shop, a 
furniture shop and a Dime Store!  Later 
these were replaced with Antique stores, 
clothing boutiques, art galleries…Now 
Harbor has many bars with a very few 
businesses. How do you describe Our 
Town?              

Marjorie Kerr Fullerton

Our Town

After reading the article: “Mexican art 
and furniture store could be replaced by 
another restaurant/bar” by Jesse La Tour 
(Mid October issue), I seem to have a 
few concerns on the contents of the arti-
cle. The thing that I have an issue with 
was that you did not provide any exam-
ple of public protest against the removal 
of Blanquel Popular Arts. For a store 
that was able to survive for over 20 
years, it is hard to believe that none of its 
regular customers would be fine with 
losing this store. I believe that it will 
benefit the reader if there was informa-
tion on how the public viewed this situ-

ation after hearing news of the possible 
removal. Another thing that I believe to 
be an issue is that aside from the exam-
ples of alcoholism shown in downtown 
given by Mr. Blanquel, there are little to 
no cons that are presented with the 
building of a new bar. I feel as if having 
50 different businesses with alcohol 
licenses are enough. Another bar isn’t 
worth removing a shop that has become 
a piece of history over the 20 years that 
it has been open for business. 
Addressing these aforementioned points 
would be a pleasant editorial change.       

Eric Acevedo Fullerton

Re: Mexican art and furniture store could be 
replaced by another restaurant/bar

AD RESULTS 
by M. Kerr 

My Art Sale Ad in your October 4 
issue resulted in a connection from the 
past! A gentleman introduced himself as 
an admirer of one of my paintings about 
Greek Mythology that his father bought 
in the 60s. He was a child whom I had 
given an art lesson in the 60s. He told 
me how much he looked at that painting. 
He is now an art instructor in 
Sacramento teaching all phases of paint-
ing and digital art. 

My 48” x 48” painting was inherited 
by this gentleman’s older brother.  The 
brother moved to a smaller place with no 
room for a big painting. He tracked me 
down and returned the painting.  It was 
on display at my Art Sale when the 
younger brother found me through the 
AD and came to look at and photo the 

painting! He said he had no space for the 
painting but took photos of it and bought 
a smaller monoprint. We reminisced 
about the past.

Volunteers Wanted  
Writers • Social Media Editor • Distribution 
ads@fullertonobserver.com   (714) 525-6402 

PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834

introduced at least half a dozen friends 
and family to their bounty!           

Jim Armstrong Placentia



TRIBUTES

U.S. Veteran William Riley Jones (Bo Jones) age 
75 of Murray, KY,  passed away Oct 16, 2021 at St. 
Jude Medical Center in Fullerton, CA while visiting 
family. 

William (Bo) Jones was born in Detroit, MI on 
July 31, 1946. Bo proudly served his country as a 
US Army Vietnam veteran doing tours in Vietnam 
and Germany. He traveled extensively and during 
different phases of his life lived in MI, FL and KY. 

William (Bo) loved God and often said he was 
grateful that he was blessed to be alive during the 
best years in American history. 

Bo had a unique personality. You might even say he had a charisma which 
usually left a lasting impression. He was notorious for talking with everyone 
and he knew no strangers. He loved genealogy, leaving behind the details of 
much of the family history thanks to his research. This knowledge can be shared 
making future generations proud, and grateful for all that was done before them. 

He is survived by his sister Lula Belle (Lou) Ross who resides in Fullerton, 
CA and many nieces and nephews. William was preceded in death by his father, 
Thomas Oliver Jones, mother Bonnie (Boon) Jeffrey Jones, brothers, Jimmie 
Dale Jones and Thomas Jeffrey Jones and sister, Judith Irene Jones Cullen.

 Margaret Mary Sharpe passed away peacefully 
October 11, age 75. Margaret was born to Floyd & 
Dominga Obermiller on September 20, 1946 in 
Burley, Idaho. She graduated from Burley High 
School in 1964 and married Rocky Newcomb in 
1965. Together the two moved to Fullerton in 1967.  

Margaret and Rocky purchased a home in La 
Habra and had two sons, Mike and Matt. Margaret 
and Rocky parted ways in 1980. Margaret worked 
for 40+ years as a secretary for the District psychol-
ogist in the Fullerton Joint Union High School District. 

In Dec of 1982 Margaret married Bill Sharpe. Bill had 2 sons of his own, 
Sean & Brendan. Together they raised their four boys. 

Margaret is preceded in death by her mother & father, sister Patricia and son 
Matt. She is survived by Husband Bill, sons Michael, Sean & Brendan, Sisters 
Cecelia, Mary, Marcella, Cynthia and Brothers Vincent & Joseph. Daughters-
in-law Maribelle, Susan and Joy, and Grandchildren Natalie, Elyse & Kevin. 

The many neighbors and friends should know that she spoke so fondly of 
everyone. She will always be remembered as a very special person. 

Margaret Mary Sharpe   1946 - 2021 

HOW TO SEND A TRIBUTE 
Fullerton residents: 185 words & one photo are free, 5” by 3.75” 

All space over that is charged same as for nonresident. 
For more information call (714) 812-8922 or email ads@fullertonobserver.com.
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William Riley Jones  1946 - 2021 

Felicitas Contreras 1942 - 2021
It is with deep sorrow and much love that we 

mourn the passing of our beloved mother, grand-
mother, and great grandmother Felicitas 
Contreras. She passed away peacefully in her 
sleep on October 8, 2021, at the age of 79 and 
joins in eternal life her husband of 38 years, Jesus 
Contreras and infant daughter Eva. 

Born in a small town in Mexico, she came to 
California in the early 60s and resided in Orange 
County for over 55 years. She enjoyed spending 
time with her children and grandchildren, tending 
to her roses and was actively involved with her church.  

She’s survived by 6 children, 12 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. 
She will be lovingly remembered and sorely missed by many friends and fam-

ily members she touched along the way. 
Services will be held on Tuesday, November 16, 2021, at 6pm at McAulay & 

Wallace Mortuary, 902 N. Harbor Blvd, Fullerton, CA.  
A Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday, November 17, 2021, at 

10:30 a.m. at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 400 W. Commonwealth Avenue, 
Fullerton, CA followed by the burial at Holy Sepulcher, 7845 E. Santiago 
Canyon Road, Orange, CA.

Richard Stewart Mathewson 1933 - 2021
Richard Stewart Mathewson of Fullerton passed 

away peacefully at age 88 on October 18, 2021. 
He was born to Fay Stewart Mathewson and his 
wife Dorothy Mayo Smith Mathewson of 
Plainfield, New Jersey. 

He graduated from Plainfield High School and 
went on to attend Cornell University. Go Big Red!  

After Cornell University, Dick served in the 
United States Army and then began his career 
with the Kroger Company. Dick entered the real 
estate field. He became a top producer for the 
McGarvey Clark Realtors in Orange County.  

Dick worked with the Fullerton Main Rotary Club. He embodied the Rotary 
motto of Service Above Self.  

He is survived by his loving wife Jane Adams Mathewson, and his children 
Sharon (Doug) Gregory, Todd (Ying) Mathewson, and Molly (Steve) Trautman 
and their children and grandchildren as well as Jane’s children Kristin Nielsen 
and Kyle (Anna) Nielsen and their children.  

A memorial service was held November 5 at St. Andrews Episcopal Church, 
1231 E. Chapman Ave, Fullerton. In lieu of flowers, donate to the Fullerton 
Rotary Foundation, P.O. Box 172, Fullerton, CA 92836-0172. Donations should 
specify “In memory of Dick Mathewson.” 

Constance Jean Pearson Borges (Connie) was born 
in Watertown, South Dakota to Oral and Dorothy 
(Stanley) Pearson on August 5, 1943. She “joined her 
ladies on the other side” on October 26, 2021. She is 
survived by sons James and Neil (Jennifer) Borges, 
daughters Lia (Gary) Gyore and Lucinda (Doug) 
DeVries as well as her grandchildren Katie and Ryan 
Gyore, Theo Borges, Eleanor Borges and Garron 
Rogers and her brother Wes (Kathy) Pearson. 

At age 17, she moved to Santa Maria and earned a 
Certified Nurse Assistant license and worked in that 
field at Sister’s Hospital in Santa Maria, St. Jude Medical Center in Fullerton, 
and UCI Medical Center in Orange. She later worked in the home health field 
caring for patients with Alzheimer’s Disease.  

The most important thing to know about Connie is that she was a volunteer, 
an activist, and a long time supporter of the Fullerton Observer. She was a 
lifelong Girl Scout, beginning at age 7. 

She was a Girl Scout leader for seven years and a member of the Fullerton 
O.W.L.S. (Older Women Love Scouting). She was active in the community 
serving in various chairmanships for Richman Elementary School PTA, 
Chairman of the Title 1 district advisory committee, Richman Elementary 
Advisory Committee 5 years, Chairman of the Multicultural Fair at Richman, 
PTA office and chairman at Nicolas Jr High, Newsletter editor for Richman 
Racer, and the Fullerton Ranger Soccer Club, and member of Pueblo Del-
Central board of directors. 

She loved her children, their friends and often opened her home to anyone 
needing a place to settle for a bit. Loving people was her superpower and her 
kryptonite at the same time. She modeled generosity, compassion and service. 
That is her legacy. She was greatly loved and will be missed in equal measure. 

Her service is being held at the Fullerton Arboretum November 7 at 2pm and 
donations are being accepted in lieu of flowers on the Girl Scouts of Orange 
County website. She is also receiving a Friends of the Library memorial plaque 
at Fullerton Library as a Patron. As an avid reader she supported the Friends of 
the Fullerton Library. A donation has been made in her memory as a tribute.

Constance Jean Pearson Borges 1943 -2021
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ANSWER 
KEY  

TO PUZZLE  
“DIG IN!”  
on page 4:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021 

PUZZLE MASTER 
Valerie Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 

returned to raise  
her family here.  

She has been  
contributing  

puzzles since 2014.

Fullerton  
Recreational Riders 
Annual Halloween 

Playday by M. Kerr 

Marti Kerr and Dolly, her miniature 
horse, took part in the Fullerton 
Recreational Riders Annual Halloween 
Playday, hosting games on horseback on 
October 24.  The Costume Class was the 
highlight of the day. Marti and Dolly 
were in the Costume Class along with 
14 other costumed horseback riders. 
Marti and Dolly, dressed as witches, 
were called “Most Enchanted.” Each 
entry received a bag of candy and a bag 
of carrots for the horses. 

The Fullerton Recreational Riders use 
the Equestrian ring located at 3120 
Lakeview Dr. Fullerton.

HOMEMADE  
DISASTER  

SUPPLY KIT 
by Jere Greene (involved with disaster 
operations since 1993) 

If a disaster were to occur, emergency 
services could be delayed so it is impor-
tant to have basic supplies within easy 
reach to keep your household safe. 

You can easily include a few items 
listed here in your weekly shopping and 
create a homemade kit that will protect 
you in case of disaster in the future. 
WEEK 1  
Hardware Store 
waterproof storage container 
(such as garbage can to store supplies) 
Grocery Store 
1 gallon water (for each person) 
1 large can juice (for each person) 
1 can meat (for each person) 
1 jar peanut butter (unless allergic) 
Hand-operated can opener 
Toilet paper/handiwipes/paper towels 
Permanent marking pen 
To Do 
1) Date each perishable food item. 
2)Make a list of special items each 
member of your household would need 
until help arrives such as diapers, eye 
glasses, medications, pet food, etc. to 
add to your supplies.  

Check back regularly for our week by 
week disaster supply kit recommenda-
tions.

Marjorie Kerr with her daughter 
Marti’s miniature horse, Dolly

 
Sign up for Your 
Vaccine/Booster  

Everyone is encouraged to 
 register and inquire through all 

available resources.  
Go to the California Vaccine sched-

uling site at: myturn.ca.gov.

Please contact us if you see our dog. 
12 Lb terrier mix. White beard. Brown 
eyebrows and legs. Wearing collar and 
chipped. Jumped out of car accidentally.  
The dog was lost October 17 on 
Commonwealth a little west of Gilbert. 
Possible sightings at Adlena Park and 
Bastanchury Park recently. Please do 
not chase. Call Johanna. (562) 686-
2707

Fullerton Rotary Club 
fullertonrotary.org 

why
Jim Williams 

More than 40 years ago I joined 
the Fullerton Rotary Club. It’s 
the special friendships, work we 
do locally and worldwide. That 
is important to Sally and me.  

Dan Ouweleen 
It’s the laughter. The fun times. 
And Rotary has connected me 
to thinkers and decision makers 
in Fullerton.  

Jim Vanderburg 
Hula Hoops!! I hereby move we 
conduct a Hula Hoop competi-
tion to elect the next Club Pres-
ident. I heard a second. Call for 
the question.   

Zoot Velasco 
Rotary is my best opportunity to 
network. I’m a phone call away 
for everything I need. Amazing 
people.  

Irene Lange 
We provided leadership and 
funds to immunize every child 
against Polio in costa Rica. 
That’s one reason.  

Randy McFarland 
Rotary never sleeps. 1.2 million 
dedicated Rotarians in 220 
countries.  

Joe Lins 
The weekly meetings are fun 
with good speakers. At the 
same time we make Fullerton a 
great place to work and live.  

Larry Bennett 
The investment we make in 
youth of all ages and the sen-
iors guarantees Fullerton will 
grow and thrive.  

Susan Ellis Ouweleen 
Rotary is an environment to 
grow your dreams, make life-
long friends. Especially for 
women.  

Joyce Capelle 
The only way to do great work 
is to love what you do. If you 
haven’t found it yet - think 
about Rotary.   

Thad Sandford 
Thank you rotary. Going to bed 
at night knowing I’ve done 
something wonderful, that’s im-
portant to me.  

Bob Sattler 
Rotary allows me to know the 
business and community 
leaders on a first name basis.  
No polotics. No cliques.  

Rick Crane 
I am actively involved. It gives 
me the opportunity to serve Ro-
tary Club, the City of  
Fullerton and represent my 
proffession.  

John Phelps 
Rotary members are officers 
and / or directors on more than 
25 nonprofit organizations in 
Fullerton. Rotarians are leaders. 
To learn more. 
 

CONTACT 
Jim Vanderburg 
jimvan5320@gmail.com 
fullertonrotary.org

Lost Dog

TAKE THE FULLERTON 
COMMUNITY URBAN 

FOREST SURVEY

This research study is being conducted 
to gather community input regarding the 
City of Fullerton’s current tree canopy in 
order to determine where more trees will 
be planted as a result of data collected 
from survey responses. The City of 
Fullerton and West Coast Arborists 
received a grant from Cal Fire that pro-
vides an opportunity to plant 500 trees, 
and this survey will assist in determining 
where these trees will be planted, and 
which species will be prioritized based 
on noise, water, and air pollution levels 
for carbon capture capabilities. 

To take the survey visit www.cityof-
fullerton.com.



It’s no secret that housing is expensive 
in California. For long-time homeown-
ers, rising home values have been a 
boon. But for the millions in California 
and the thousands in Fullerton who 
don’t own homes, housing affordability 
has risen to the level of a crisis. 

Fullerton, along with all cities in 
California, has just released its Housing 
Element. This is a plan required by the 
State every eight years in which cities 
must plan for a variety of housing types. 
Cities don’t build housing, but they have 
a lot of control over what types of hous-
ing gets built and where. 

An important part of the Housing 
Element is the Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA). The State depart-
ment of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD) projects a need for 
housing based on population, over-
crowding, overpayment for housing, and 
other data. They take that State number 
and allocate it locally and then it’s up to 
local jurisdictions (city or county) to 
look at their land and identify available 
sites for housing development. 

The current RHNA projects a need for 
Fullerton to build 13,209 
units over the next eight 
years. This represents a 
significant increase from 
the last RHNA allocation 
of 1,841 units.  

The housing units are 
spread across four cate-
gories based on income: 
very low, low, moderate, 
and above moderate (also 
called market rate). 

During the last RHNA 
cycle, Fullerton (like most 
Orange County cities) far 
exceeded its RHNA targets 
for above moderate hous-
ing and fell far short of its targets for 
low and very low-income housing. 

“We have seen the development of 
new housing becoming available, but it 
hasn’t been housing that is affordable 
for working families,” Cesar 
Covarrubias, executive director of the 
Kennedy Commission, said. 

The Kennedy Commission is an 
Orange County-based non-profit that 
works on expanding housing opportuni-
ties for low-income families through 
public policy and systemic change. 

Jane Reifer, of Friends for a Livable 
Fullerton, is concerned that despite new 
developments adding density and 
impacts to crumbling City infrastruc-
ture, they will not help meet the City’s 
affordable housing goals. 

 “The challenge is to make sure that 
we have affordable housing options, but 
without losing what makes Fullerton 
unique, distinct and authentic. The reali-
ty is that only a small percentage of 
what’s actually being built now is 
affordable. For example, of the 933 new 
for-profit units under consideration right 

now, only 18 are affordable (2%). Even 
adding in a 59 unit non-profit project 
that’s 100% affordable, only 7% of 
what’s currently planned is affordable. 
At this rate, despite massive increases 
and impacts, we won’t get significantly 
closer to meeting our goals.” 

One key driver of the housing afford-
ability crisis is the fact that wages have 
not kept pace with rising housing costs. 
According to an Affordable Housing 
Needs Report produced by the Kennedy 
Commission in May of 2021, renters in 
Orange County need to earn $39.48 per 
hour (2.8 times the State minimum 
wage) to afford the average monthly 
asking rent of $2,053. 

In Orange County, one needs to earn at 
least $162,000 a year to afford a median 
priced home at $826,000. At this mini-
mum qualifying income, only 21% of 
Orange County households could afford 
the monthly housing payment of $4,050. 

In short, a large percentage of working 
families have been locked out of the 
housing market and are “rent burdened,” 
meaning they spend over 30% of their 
income on rent or mortgage. More than 

58% of households that 
rent and more than 32% of 
households that own are 
considered “rent bur-
dened.” 

At the far ends of the 
income spectrum, the 
numbers get even bleaker. 
Eighty-two percent of 
extremely low-income 
households are paying 
more than half their 
income on housing costs 
compared to just 1% of 
moderate-income house-
holds. 

Housing and economic 
insecurity take their toll. Some, such as 
homelessness, is seen by the general 
public, and some is unseen, such as 
overcrowded housing. 

Barry Ross has been leading an initia-
tive through Providence/St. Jude hospi-
tal called Housing is Health. This initia-
tive seeks to prevent homelessness and 
advocates for affordable housing 
because these are also public health 
issues. 

“I think what’s most striking is that the 
average life expectancy of homeless 
people is about 20 years less than the 
housed population,” Ross said. “If 
you’re homeless, you’re going to live a 
shorter life.” 

Also, because of overcrowded hous-
ing conditions, the COVID-19 pandemic 
had a disproportionate impact on lower 
income communities, often communi-
ties of color. 

“One of the things we saw with the 
pandemic was higher rates of COVID 
infection in the most crowded neighbor-
hoods in Orange County,” Ross added. 
“People who lived in less crowded hous-
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As Fullerton Releases Housing Plan, 
Affordability a Challenge and Opportunity  by Jesse La Tour

ing, their rates of infection were lower.” 
Given the enormous need for afford-

able housing, how can it get built? In the 
past, various forces have blocked or 
delayed affordable housing projects—
everything from a lack of funding to the 
voices of angry neighbors at City 
Councils saying, “Not in my backyard.” 
This latter notion has its own acronym 
in housing circles—NIMBY. 

Fullerton resident Jaymes Dunsmore 
is part of a growing movement in 
California that is trying to flip the 
NIMBY narrative. As part of a local 
group called People for Housing, 
Dunsmore calls himself a YIMBY, 
meaning “Yes in my backyard.” People 
for Housing is part of a larger statewide 
advocacy group called YIMBY Action. 

One thing that YIMBYs like 
Dunsmore do is show up at City Council 
and Planning Commission meetings and 
speak in favor of large housing projects. 
From his perspective, the housing crisis 
comes down to an issue of supply and 
demand. 

“It really comes down to the fact that 
we haven’t been building enough hous-
ing,” Dunsmore said. 

He is not wrong. According to report-
ing from CalMatters, “Over the past few 
decades, California hasn’t built enough 
housing to keep up with the number of 
people who live here. The State housing 
department estimates that we need to 
build 180,000 new housing units a year 
to keep prices stable. Over the past 10 
years, we’ve averaged less than half of 
that.” 

Dunsmore is in favor of more housing 
at all levels, from affordable to market 
rate, and a key policy goal of YIMBY 
Action is to make it easier for develop-
ers to build more housing. Two recent 
bills that came out of the YIMBY move-
ment are SB9 and SB10, which allow 
for more density in single family neigh-
borhoods. 

Cesar Covarrubias from the Kennedy 
commission agrees with Dunsmore that 
we need more housing production, but 

he believes that the greatest need is for 
affordable housing. 

He points to the fact that, over the past 
eight years, 31 out of 34 cities in Orange 
County exceeded their RHNA targets 
for above moderate housing, and only 
six out of 34 cities met their allocations 
for lower income. Thus, for him, that is 
where cities need to focus their priori-
ties. 

Covarrubias believes Fullerton should 
adopt an inclusionary housing ordinance 
requiring developers of market rate 
housing to set aside a percentage of 
units as affordable. Irvine has an inclu-
sionary housing ordinance of 15%. 
Fullerton does not have one. 

Funding is often a barrier to building 
affordable housing. Covarrubias 
believes it’s time for the County to float 
a housing bond. 

At the state level, the Surplus Land 
Act has allowed cities (including 
Fullerton) to leverage city-owned land 
to get affordable housing built. In fact, 
at their October 19 meeting, Fullerton 
City Council selected a developer to 
build affordable housing on a City-
owned lot at 1600 W. Commonwealth. 

Local nonprofit Pathways of Hope 
originally proposed affordable housing 
for the formerly homeless on this site in 
2018 and, due to intense neighborhood 
opposition, the project was tabled. 
Because of the Surplus Land Act, the 
project was revived, although Pathways 
is no longer involved. 

David Gillanders, executive director 
of Pathways of Hope, says that on top of 
all the right policy decisions, what is 
also needed is creativity, willingness, 
and boldness by local leaders and resi-
dents. Local leaders need to “make the 
hard choices necessary to preserve the 
solvency of their communities and not 
just rely on what makes people mad…
Absent that leadership we’re not going 
to get any of this.” 

To read Fullerton’s latest housing ele-
ment and comment on it, visit www.city-
offullerton.com.

Housing vs. Income from 2010-2018

  
Renters in  

Orange County 
need to earn  

$39.48 per hour  
(2.8 times the State 

minimum wage)  
to afford the  

average monthly 
asking rent of 

$2,053.


