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Korean
War
Memorial
Unveiled
Hundreds of residents, veterans, families, visitors from Korea, and local leaders dedicated the new Orange County
Korean War Memorial, located at
Hillcrest Park in Fullerton on Veteran’s
Day, November 11.
“Today we are proud to dedicate the
Korean War Memorial in honor of the
36,591 brave men and women who have
made the ultimate sacrifice during the
Korean War with each person’s name
inscribed on the five-star panels by each
state,” James Soo Ro, President of the
Orange County Korean War Memorial
Committee, said. “The Republic of
Korea owes a great deal of gratitude to
the young American soldiers who have
given their lives to protect and defend
the freedom and democracy of its country.”
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See Korean War Memorial, Page 2

Decorated veterans who fought in the Vietnam and Korean wars at the Korean War Memorial dedication.

City Redistricting: the politics behind the process
by Vince Buck,
CSUF Professor Emeritus
Political Science
Fullerton City Councilmembers have
all been elected by district only since
December 2020. The districts were first
created in 2016, but now that the federal
decennial census is complete, the City is
required by both federal and state laws,
including the recently passed Fair Maps
Act, to adopt new district boundaries.
Lest we expect too much from this
process, it is well to recall how the initial
districting process transpired, why it
came about, and how it has worked out.
Prior to 2018, the city of Fullerton was
governed by a council elected at-large
(city wide). More often than not this

resulted in a council comprised entirely
of Anglo males most of whom shared the
same political viewpoint, a viewpoint
that was agreeable to the Chamber of
Commerce and the Republican Women's
Club, to mention just two. While there
were some councils that were not so
homogeneous; Asians, Latinos, and for
that matter women, were rarely part of
the council majority.
In 2014, the City was sued under the
California Voting Rights Act (CVRA) by
two plaintiffs in two separate suits arguing that at-large voting diluted the votes
of Asians and Latinos. In 2010, the City
was 34% Hispanic and 24% Asian. The
City settled, agreeing to put a measure on
the ballot in 2016 to establish by-district
City Council elections and the bound-

aries that would define the Council districts. The measure passed with 54% of
the vote. Much had transpired between
the settlement agreement and the measure being placed on the ballot.
To begin, the City hired demographer
David Ely from a well-respected firm,
Compass Demographics, to work with
City staff to hold community meetings
and come up with recommendations that
met the requirements of the CVRA. The
process was open and community participation was encouraged. The criteria for
districts that were perhaps most important were that the districts be roughly
equal in population and that minority
votes should not be diluted.
See Council Districts, Page 11

Council seeks alternatives for
proposed south Fullerton Trail
by Jesse La Tour
A proposed trail in south Fullerton
along an abandoned railroad right-of-way
became the focus of heated discussion
and raised questions of conflicts of interest during the November 2 Council meeting. Back in May, City Council accepted
a $1.78 million grant from the California
Natural Resources Agency Urban
Greening Program to construct Phase II
of a trail from Highland Avenue to
Independence Park along an abandoned
Union Pacific (UP) right-of-way.
According to a staff report, “The project
intends to transform an existing 50- to 80foot-wide blighted corridor into a greenbelt trail that provides alternate transportation linking the Transportation
Center and several parks, including
Independence Park at its terminus.”
Councilmember Fred Jung asked to

seek alternate proposals for this corridor
resulting in a 4-1 vote (Zahra “no”) on
November 2. Council voted to issue a
Request for Proposals (RFP) inviting
interested parties to submit their ideas and
plans. Councilmember Jesus Silva, who
made the motion for the RFP, added that
whatever proposals are made must
include a trail.
Councilmember
Ahmad
Zahra
expressed concern that the RFP would
jeopardize the Union Pacific (UP) Trail,
which has already secured funding and a
project design.
When asked for clarification on this,
Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation
Alice Loya told The Observer that the
RFP would “not necessarily” jeopardize
the grant funding. “The grant award was
for a trail with urban greening. The RFP
proposals could be in line with the
requirements of the funding,” Loya said.

During public comment, Dr. Jessie
Jones, director of the Center for Healthy
Neighborhoods at nearby Richman
Park, spoke in favor of the trail as currently proposed.
See south Fullerton Trail, Page 16

Re-Subscribe
Thank you to all those who
re-subscribed to The Fullerton
Observer, and special thanks to
those who sent in a little extra.
You can still subscribe or re-subscribe. $35 for 21 issues mailed
directly to you.
Pay online at www.fullertonobserver.com or send check to:
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,
Fullerton, CA 92834
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Fullerton continues
to invest in fossil fuels by Saskia Kennedy

CHEVRON CAPS PIPELINES
UNDER FULLERTON NEIGHBORHOODS
Chevron has been seen cleaning and
capping some pipelines running under
neighborhoods in Fullerton. The
encroachment permit for excavating
within public rights-of-way was
approved back in July. According to
Public Works Director Meg McWade,
Chevron said the scope of the project is
to locate, excavate, and clean “out-ofservice” pipelines within city limits. The
most recent phase of the work took
place on Malvern and Woods Nov 3.
The following are questions from The
Observer and answers from Chevron
concerning Fullerton’s pipelines:
Where is the pipeline repair? Chevron
has a single pipeline that traverses
through Fullerton from west to east.
What is the purpose of this pipeline
project? 100% displacement cleaning
of the pipeline that will leave it hydrocarbon free.
How long will this project take?
Approximately 90 days from start to finish.
Why does Chevron need to repair the
pipeline now? Chevron places the
utmost importance on the safety of the
community as we continue to conduct

operations according to all applicable
safety guidelines. This is a standard displacement procedure to remove the
pipeline from service.
What type of pipeline is being
repaired and what material/oil product does it contain? It’s a steel petroleum products pipeline.
What assurances are there to guarantee that the pipeline won’t leak in the
future? After cleaning, the line will be
filled with nitrogen, placing it out of
service in accordance with the State
Fire Marshal guidelines. There will be
no residual product in the line.
Will the public be notified if contamination occurs? In the unlikely event of
a release, Chevron will make all the
required notifications.
Will the property be restored to its
original condition? Yes.
Has the city of Fullerton authorized
this project? Yes, a city of Fullerton
encroachment permit was issued in July
2021 to allow excavation within the
public rights-of-way per Fullerton City
Standards and provide appropriate traffic control.

Local Korean American leaders at the unveiling of the Korean War Memorial.

Korean War Memorial Continued from front page
Both US President Joe Biden and
South Korean President Moon Jae-in
submitted letters recognizing the significance of this memorial, the only one in
the United States that includes the
names of all US soldiers killed in the
Korean War.
Many local representatives, from
Mayors to Congressmembers, gave
remarks at the ceremony.
“The Korean War has been deemed
‘the forgotten war.’ Now with this wonderful monument in Fullerton, it is forgotten no more,” Fullerton Mayor Bruce
Whitaker said. “It’s fitting and proper
that this monument be located in
Fullerton. Among medium-sized cities,
Fullerton has the largest population of
Korean Americans in the US.”

Prior to the unveiling of the memorial,
living Korean War veterans were presented with the traditional Korean
Hanbok (ceremonial clothing) by
Consul General Kyung Jae Park.
The OC Korean War Memorial is the
result of over 10 years of planning and
fundraising by the OC Korean War
Memorial Committee which was founded by Jin Oh Kim and Dongwoo “Joe”
Pak in 2011.
In 2014, former Fullerton Mayor
Doug Chaffee visited Korea and signed
a memorandum of agreement between
Fullerton and the OC Korean War
Memorial Committee. In 2019,
Fullerton City Council unanimously
approved the OC Korean War memorial.

While many communities and businesses (even some oil and gas giants)
are investing in renewable energy and
divesting from oil and gas, the city of
Fullerton purchased a new investment
of $600,000 in Exxon Mobile CORP in
August 2019 with a maturity date of
August 6, 2022.
The United States unveiled a plan on
Nov 2 to reduce methane emissions
from oil and gas operations that threaten
the environment and public health. The
proposed new Clean Air Act rule would
lead to significant, cost-effective reductions in methane emissions and other
health-harming air pollutants that
endanger communities, including
Fullerton.
The Biden administration’s methane
strategy will also include a new proposal by the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration requiring companies to monitor and repair
leaks on about 400,000 miles (643,740
km) of previously unregulated natural
gas gathering lines.

In a press release, Governor Gavin
Newsom announced that he will move
the state further away from its reliance
on climate change-causing fossil fuels
while retaining and creating jobs and
spurring economic growth. He issued an
executive order requiring sales of all
new passenger vehicles to be zero-emission by 2035 and additional measures to
eliminate harmful emissions from the
transportation sector.
The transportation sector is responsible for more than half of all of
California’s carbon pollution, 80 percent
of smog-forming pollution and 95 percent of toxic diesel emissions.
Communities in the Los Angeles Basin
and Central Valley see some of the dirtiest and most toxic air in the country.
California State Senator Josh Newman
during his 2020 election said, “The key
to success in achieving these goals is the
insight that, unlike the fossil fuels they
will replace, renewable energy sources
are technologies, not resources.”

FISLER RECEIVES BEST SCHOOLS RANKING
Fullerton School District’s Robert C.
Fisler School placed in the top 30% of
elementary and middle schools in the
state of California, making it both a U.S.
News Best Elementary School and a
Best Middle School. This is the first
ever ranking of public elementary and
middle schools by U.S. News and World
Report.
Fisler School ranked in the top 30%
among 80,000 U.S. public elementary

and middle schools evaluated by U.S.
News & World Report. Barely 1,000
schools nationwide earned awards for
both elementary and middle schools.
U.S. News assessed schools on their students’ proficiencies in math and English
as measured by state assessment tests in
conjunction with the context of the
school’s socioeconomic demographics.
Congratulations, Fisler.

OC COVID-19 Update
As of November 8, 69% of OC’s total
population have received at least one
dose and 64% are now fully vaccinated.
Hospitalizations remain highest among
those who are unvaccinated. Over 90%
who are hospitalized with COVID-19
are unvaccinated.
Children ages 5 and older are now eligible to get the vaccine. On November
9, over 3,000 doses were administered.
Dr. Regina Chinsio-Kwong, Deputy
Health Officer from the Orange County
Health Care Agency said, “Kids can also
get acute disease and they can suffer
from something called multi-system
inflammatory syndrome. The pediatric
population makes up more than 10% of
our population, so getting them vaccinated really helps the rest of our population get closer to full immunity.

COVID-19 boosters are now available
for all adults.
The CDC now has issued guidelines
and recommendations to ensure that
people are able to travel and remain safe
during the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday. Individuals who are fully vaccinated can travel safely within the United
States without being required to test or
quarantine. If you must travel and
you’re unvaccinated, find a COVID test
center to get a negative test before travel, and then repeat that test when you
return. And you should stay home and
self-quarantine for 7 days even if your
test is negative and monitor yourself for
any symptoms.
For more information, go to
covidvaccines.com.
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are
available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or by email to:
council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

November 2 Meeting
Closed Session
Before every public City Council
meeting there is a closed session during
which Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of
the public.
During this meeting, Council met with
Dripp Coffee and the Fullerton Historic
Theater Foundation to discuss terms of
the properties 500, 512, and 512 Harbor
Blvd (the address of the Fox Theater and
Dripp Coffee). Council met with staff to
discuss negotiations with the City’s
employee unions (police, fire, general)
regarding salaries, benefits, and working
conditions. Council also voted to enter a
settlement agreement with the US Dept.
of Justice regarding Americans with
Disabilities Act issues at the Fullerton
Transportation Center.

Housing project
sent back to
Planning Commission
Citing concerns over adequate parking, Council voted unanimously to send
a proposed student-oriented housing
development back to the Planning
Commission for further discussion.
The originally proposed project,
called Hub Fullerton, is 420 units on
3.55 acres (118 dwelling units per acre,
no affordable units) at Chapman and
Commonwealth. The project proposes
approximately 600 fewer parking spaces
than Fullerton normally requires.
The Planning Commission recommended in a 3 to 2 vote that City
Council approve this project. In
response to Planning Commission and
public comments regarding the inadequacy of parking, the developer provided an alternative project that removes 43
units (143 beds) and adds 210 parking
spaces.
During discussion of the project,
councilmembers and members of the
public mainly expressed continuing
concerns over inadequate parking.

City receives
~$2 million grant
for homeless services
The City received $1,954,345 from
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) and
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021
(HOME ARP).
The funds are meant to provide housing, services, and shelter to individuals
experiencing homelessness and other
vulnerable populations. Staff is reviewing the program guidelines and potential
projects and will present options for the
use of funding at a future City Council
meeting.
As reported in the early November
issue of The Observer, the City has been
moving homeless residents from its
Navigation Center (shelter) due to lack
of funding.

FEE INCREASES
FOR FULLERTON
COMMUNITY CENTER
GYM AND TENNIS
CENTER
Council voted unanimously to
increase fees for private rentals of the
Fullerton Community Center gymnasium and Fullerton Tennis Center court
and ball machine to cover operational
and maintenance costs.
The new rental fees for the basketball
courts are: $75 an hour for resident fullcourt, $100 an hour for nonresident full
court, $120 an hour for resident two full
courts, and $150 an hour for non-resident two full courts.
The proposed new rates for the Tennis
Center are $14 per hour for a prime-time
court rental, $10 for a non prime-time
court rental and $18 per hour for the ball
machine. Prime-time hours are 7:00am
to 11:00am daily and 5:00pm to 9:00pm
on weeknights.

STILL NO CONSENSUS
ON BUDGET CUTS AND
FEDERAL RELIEF FUNDS
For the third meeting in a row,
Council was unable to reach consensus
on how to allocate the $32.7 million the
City has received from the American
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), and whether
to make budget cuts.
Councilmember Jesus Silva proposed
a 1% budget cut (with no layoffs). This
was seconded by Councilmember Fred
Jung, but failed on a 3-2 vote.
Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap proposed a 5% budget cut and allocating
nearly all the ARPA money to road
repair and infrastructure. This motion
failed on a 3-2 vote.
All other motions failed to get majority support.
During public comment, Fullerton
resident Tony Package said, “People’s
jobs and family lives are at stake. It is
insanely cruel to have drug this out for
so long without a solution. Your inability to function as city leaders has consequences. Public service, fire, and police
staff have been leaving. Who wants to
work for a dysfunctional city where
their livelihood is a big unknown? You
five are to blame for this chaos.”
Ed Bargas, president of the Fullerton
Municipal Employees Federation
(FMEF), said, “I’m here to speak in
favor of preserving city services. We
call them services, but they’re more like
essentials. They’re keeping water and
sewer lines functioning. These things
are essential for the health and safety of
the community. All of our departments
are understaffed, and the quality of life
is harmed by it. The more we starve the
city services, the less we make Fullerton
a desirable city to live and work.”

Hunt Library Roof Replacement
Council awarded a $443,874 construction contract to Vincor Construction, Inc. for
the roof replacement portion of the Hunt Library Revitalization Project. The funding
source for this project comes from a $2.5 million grant secured by Assemblywoman
Sharon Quirk-Silva.
The existing roof is beyond its useful life and staff have found evidence of recent
roof leaks. The Roof Replacement Project will not result in any visual change to the
appearance of the building and will preserve its authenticity and historic significance. Staff tentatively anticipates project completion for the roof replacement to be
January 2022.

Changes to development agreement
at former Kimberly-Clark site
City Council approved a number of
changes to the public benefit portion of
the development agreement with
Goodman Logistics, the company developing the former Kimberly Clark site,
the company that removed acres of
orange and avocado groves on the property earlier this year.
The Goodman Logistics Center
Project at 2001 East Orangethorpe Ave
involves the redevelopment of the site
with an industrial logistics center consisting of four buildings on four separate
lots, totaling over 1.5 million square
feet.
Per the revised agreement, citing
increased construction costs and other
factors, Goodman will no longer fund
the replacement of the City’s antenna
tower serving water well operations if
radio signals are potentially impacted
due to the height of the new building
adjacent to the tower potentially impacting signals.
Instead, this $27,000 funding will go
toward removal and replacement of the
City’s water line and associated pipes,
fittings, and valves between the City’s
on-site water well and the water main on
Kimberly Ave, which was originally
projected to cost $63,000, but will now
cost $90,000.

Goodman will pay $79,000 less
toward a traffic signal installation on
State College Blvd and Kimberly Ave.
Instead, this funding will go toward
manhole replacement on Orangethorpe
(not part of the original agreement), as
part of their pavement replacement obligation. The City will be on the hook for
any additional costs of the traffic signal,
and there is some uncertainty and the
BNSF railroad will need to approve the
signal plans.
Additionally, the City will pay nearly
$2.4 million for water main replacement
projects along streets that will be
repaved as part of the development
agreement with Goodman.
According to a staff report, the reason
for the water main replacements is that
the City has recently experienced water
main breaks in locations with reconstructed street pavement even though
the water main had no history of failures. Moving forward with this project
will delay other planned water main
replacement projects to subsequent fiscal years.
Public Works Director Meg McWade
pointed out that Goodman’s agreement
to repave Orangethorpe from State
College to Acacia exceeds the normal
public benefit requirement.

Agenda Forecast
The next City Council meeting is November 16 at 6:30pm.
Agenda items include:
• Support of federal PFAS legislation that protects ratepayers and water agencies.
• West Coyote Hills Grant Award for the acquisition of Neighborhoods 1 and 3 on
the east side of West Coyote Hills. The Wildlife Conservation Board and the US
Fish and Wildlife Services have awarded $4,805,000 for Neighborhood 1 and the
State Coastal Conservancy has awarded $10,134,450 for Neighborhood 3.
• The Pines at Sunrise Village Housing Development.
• Homelessness response update and potential Navigation Center funding with
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds: Federal funding for Fullerton’s use of
its Navigation Center (homeless shelter) have exhausted and, consequently, the
City cannot utilize the Fullerton Navigation Center beds. Staff requests
$1,272,000 to provide the estimated funding for Fullerton homeless residents for
approximately 6 months.

To view agendas and information on how to participate visit
https://fullerton.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
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“HAPPY THANKSGIVING!” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)

Harry G. Maxwell House at 520 West Valley View.

FULLERTON HERITAGE PRESENTS
LOCAL LANDMARK 89:
HARRY G. MAXWELL HOUSE by Terry Galvin
In July 1919, the Fullerton Chamber of
Commerce, along with other local
organizations, adopted resolutions designating the “Spanish style” as the preferred architectural style in the City. An
early important developer, Harry G.
Maxwell (1882-1962), was the first to
completely embrace the Spanish
Colonial Revival style of architecture.
Until the 1929 stock market crash,
Maxwell built only Spanish Colonial
Revival homes throughout Fullerton,
each only slightly different from the
other. The 1½-story “spec” home on
West Valley View, completed in late
1929, is one of the last, or possibly the
last, home constructed by Maxwell and
is a particularly fine example of his
attention to detail.
Maxwell served as Fullerton Mayor
from 1936 to 1938 and was instrumental
in the construction of the baseball field
in Amerige Park. A charter member of
1918 Maxwell family photo.
the Kiwanis Club of Fullerton, formed
in 1921, Maxwell had a perfect attendance record for 40 years while also serving as
president in 1926. Maxwell arrived in Fullerton after answering an advertisement
for a bookkeeper position at the Stern and Goodman general mercantile store, leaving San Francisco the day before the disastrous April 18, 1906 earthquake.

Thank you to all the subscribers.
You make this paper possible.
$35 for 21 issues mailed directly to your home.
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834

ACROSS
1. Arcade game grabber
5. Nickelodeon's "___ the Explorer"
9. Whipped cream need
14. Spanish greeting
15. Sweeping story
16. Japanese noodle dish
17. Beginning on
18. Supreme Court count
19. Cheer up
20. Thanksgiving filler?
22. Pond buildup
23. Weak, as an excuse
24. Diner sandwich
26. Space invaders, for short
27. Celebrated
30. Satisfied sounds
32. Bullfight cheer
33. Thanksgiving sport?
37. When repeated, a cry of approval
41. Asian nurse
43. Lacking light
44. Institution since 1701

45. ___ Linda, CA
46. Park, opened in 1977,
on Fullerton Creek Rd.
48. Harry Potter's best friend
49. Cruciverbalist Reagle
of "Wordplay"
51. "The Divine Comedy" writer
53. 2, on a telephone
56. Sorbonne summer
57. West Virginia resource
59. Thanksgiving extra?
61. Mario and Luigi, for two
65. Metaphor for experience
66. Switch's partner
67. "Night" author Wiesel
68. Downy duck
69. Grabbing-the-tab words
70. Thanksgiving toss?
71. "Family Ties" mom
72. Bucks and does
73. Cash drawer

DOWN
1. Chuck alternative
2. ___ and found
3. Six-time MLB All-Star Moises
4. Kind of iron
5. Dungarees fabric
6. Express a thought
7. Site of a fight
8. High card
9. Door decor at Christmas
10. Word after lecture or portrait
11. Publicist's concern
12. Went after
13. Elephants have four
21. Pet rocks and lava lamps

24. Early computer language
25. "Running on Empty"
actress Christine
27. Stable youngster
28. Orange-nosed Muppet
29. Angels or Devilrays
31. Timid
34. Two pints
35. Thanksgiving dinner guest, often
36. Pie ___ mode
38. Deserve
39. Frequently
40. Mathematician Descartes
42. Alternative to turkey
47. Economist Smith
50. Pooh's morose friend
52. Fat or Marv
53. Concur
54. Oven setting
55. Golfer gofer
57. Weather, in verse
58. Exterior
60. Flying formations
61. Sheet of glass
62. "The Time Machine" race
63. Small brook
64. Unload, as stock
66. Physique, slangily
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Central Business District (CBD)
It’s hard to imagine all these years
later being the new guy now, the tooyoung-to-know-anything
guy
in
Downtown Fullerton in the 80s. I quickly learned from other business owners
that they had a lot of issues with various
unique regulations that governed downtown.
New guidelines were passed and later
amended in 1995. A definition was
given, and we learned downtown was
actually the Central Business District,
“bounded by Chapman Avenue on the
north, the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa
Fe Railroad on the south, both sides of
Pomona Avenue on the east and both
sides of Malden Avenue on the west.”
But then, the confusion sets in, as this
was also stated: “In addition, the area
north of Chapman Avenue bounded by
the Orange County Flood Control
Channel on the west, Ellis Place on the
north, and Pomona Avenue on the east,
is also part of the Central Business
District.”
Well, we did not ignore the guidelines

but did ignore the boundary definitions
as we all considered places as far north
as Harbor and Berkeley and other locations further south, east, and west as
downtown and marketed them as such.
We also made a lot of headway back
then in getting some regulations loosened up a bit, starting with signage, outdoor banners, simplifying the approval
process for various building improvements, exterior lighting, outdoor displays, and outdoor dining. Downtown
would no longer look old and tired, but
improved and ‘vintage,’ suddenly
pulling in shoppers who until then only
seemed to prefer the corporate mall
experience. We were on our way.
Speaking of outdoor dining, word is
that the large tent at Heroes will be up
for another few months at the least.
Don’t we all now appreciate the opportunity to be outdoors while dining? Sure
seems like it. Many outdoor dining possibilities will continue for the time
being.
Aerial photograph of Downtown Fullerton.

What Businesses are located downtown now?

#beRecycled
November 15 is America Recycles
Day and it is also the day this edition
of The Observer hits the streets. Given
that, we can only suppose it had a
great impact, and if you are reading
this on the 15th, it’s not too late to
help Keep America Beautiful. Nobody
wants to pick up trash but if you can
safely toss something you see, please

do, as well as recycling all your own
items as you can, keeping Fullerton
green and clean. As we used to say,
“Don’t be a litter bug.”

Of course, the late-night scene gets all the ink. Perhaps surprisingly, there are
many more businesses located within or surrounding the CBD than restaurants and
bars, including a number of offices, banks, retail shops, churches, schools, residential and industrial buildings, and a lot more. In fact, there are literally hundreds of
different businesses in our downtown, which makes it a beehive of activity. That’s
why the name of the Downtown Merchants Association was changed to Downtown
Business Association decades ago. When you are looking for any of these, take a
look downtown if you please.

Corrections
Only a couple o’ misses in my last column, the historic photo was 2000 E
Wilshire not 200 and Rutabegorz is of course on Pomona, not Lemon. I am glad
some of you noticed but regret the misinformation. Let’s see what happens this
time…

Photo Quiz Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net
This issue: Identify the school in this photo (below).

Group photo that made me think of iconic album cover of Crosby, Stills & Nash.

Photo Op
Walking west on the SoCo alley
towards Bootleggers and Two Saucy
Broads, we spotted a group making
themselves comfortable on the bench
that many feel free to stop and relax on.
In a hurry, we kept going, even though
the urge to take a photo was real. After
all, this was reminiscent of a very
famous Crosby Stills & Nash album
cover.
After saying goodbye to some friends,
I headed back to my car, and the trio
called me over. They were laughing and
carrying on, having a great time, and
wanted to chat me up. I asked if they
knew the album cover and all said yes.
When I asked if I could take a photo,
they smiled and gave an even more
enthusiastic yes.
And so, here it is, being careful to
make sure everyone knows this is a tribute, not a parody, or in any way poking
fun. They were an inspiration. I have not
seen them since, so I don’t have their

Last issue: Some of you were fast
to respond. Guess that sign is not hidden as much as it seemed. Meredith,
Judy, and Bill were among the first to
ID the location, which is in the Two
Saucy Broads Pizza parking lot just
off Santa Fe and Highland. Many of
you may have been customers of Sir
Speedy; they sure have printed a lot of
different items for my business.

names. Notice the signs in the background. Perhaps appropriate considering
their situations, all without a place to
call home.
I read a lot into this photo, looking at
their clothes, the wristband, and the look
in their eyes. What were their stories?
Might find out next time. As you can
see, the woman on the far left wanted to
make the photo humorous. Mission
accomplished. There is so much more to
this than meets the casual eye.
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board
information available by calling 714-870-2800
or visiting www.fjuhsd.net

FJUHSD
October 20 Meeting
The November 11 FJUHSD Board
meeting got off to a bumpy start with
inadequate parking due to construction,
a crowded meeting room, and technical
glitches with the live stream making it
difficult to understand the members
early in the meeting. The tone was cordial and with the audience, trustees,
principals, and the administrative cabinet all masked, the Board conducted a
polite 3½ hour meeting.
Adult Transition Program
During school reports, LV/LSHS
Principal Sandi Layana shared information about the Alternative Transition
Program (ATP) offered at La Sierra
Alternative High School for 18 to 22year-old students with cognitive challenges that prevent them from completing a traditional high school degree. The
Golden Bell award-winning ATP teaches participants life skills that include
housekeeping, budget making, job skills
and accessing bus transportation that
gives these young adults independence
and self-sufficiency. There are currently
nine certificated teachers and numerous
paraprofessional aides that offer qualifying students this specialized education
in hubs throughout the District.

Teacher of the Year
The FJUHSD Teacher of the Year and
a California Teacher of the Year,
Sovantery ‘Sovey’ Long-Latteri was
honored and congratulated for her
accomplishments later in the evening.
Long-Latteri joined the LSHS ATP in
2013 and is being honored for her dedication to her students, her ability to create inclusive connections and flexible
teaching solutions with her students
over the years and particularly during
the past two years of distance and hybrid
learning.
Superintendent Comments
Superintendent Dr. Steve McLaughlin
stated he was happy to hear from the
parents, teachers, and community members making public comments, and
please remember that the District has
not made any “swift or hard moves”
concerning any form of mandates at this
time. He suggested that everyone read
the new District newsletter located on
the website (www.fjuhsd.org) to learn
about happenings across the District.
Public Comments
A staff member from County
Supervisor Doug Chaffee’s office
announced the District 4 Future Leaders
Program. With a December 10 application deadline, this program supports
high school juniors and seniors interested in local government getting informa-

tion to access volunteer opportunities
and develop leadership skills.
For additional information
https://bos4.ocgov.com/district-4future-leaders-program.
For the next hour and 20 minutes, parents, teachers, and community members
voiced their opposition to mandated
COVID-19 vaccines (no such mandate
exists at this time for the school district).
Board President Marilyn Buchi thanked
the audience for their courteous and
calm commentary, which reflects positively on the FJUHSD community.
Since there was no vaccine mandate or
any mandate issue on the agenda, the
Trustees could not legally comment on
this topic during the meeting.
Ethnic Studies
Pilot Program Update
Assistant Superintendent Dr. Silvia
Kaufman presented an update on the
committee creating a group of Ethnic
Studies classes that will fulfill the new
State graduation requirements signed
into law this year (AB101) starting with
the graduating class of 2029 (students
currently in 4th grade). Creating any
new course curriculum at FJUHSD is a
lengthy process and the Ethnic Studies
curriculum started last summer when a
select committee composed of a representative from each school site and led
by SOHS Principal Marvin Atkins met
regularly to determine how to meet State
standards, develop topics relevant to
students, increase student access, and
explore resourced materials. The committee defined five topical areas of
exploration: cultural, historical, political, social movement, and economics.
The overarching identified ethnicities
for course offerings are: African
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American, Latino/x, Native and
Indigenous peoples, and Asian and
Pacific Islander peoples. The 2-year
pilot process begins this spring when
education counselors will offer the pilot
courses to interested students and determine the ethnicity course interests at
each school site. The committee will
now focus on assuring student accessibility for English Learner students and
those with individualized or modified
education plans (IEP and 504). The regular opportunities for community comment concerning textbook and resource
review will occur at adoption time.
Principal Atkins stated that the overall
course goal is to create a positive and
constructive way to share and celebrate
American diversity. The course satisfies
part of the UC and CSU a-g requirements for university entry as well as the
new graduation requirements.
Trustee Lauren Klatzker asked about
the length of the course and Dr.
Kaufman replied that the pilot course
will be a one-year course. Even though
the requirement is only for a semester
the District does not regularly offer
semester courses.
Revised 2023/24 Calendar
Dr.
Ed
Atkinson,
Assistant
Superintendent of Human Resources,
brought the revised 2023/24 school calendar to the Board for approval. The
revised portion had to do with an error
in the spring holiday (March 18-March
22, 2024) dates and had since been corrected.
The annual Board Organizational
Meeting will be on December 14 at
6pm.

After School Site Lead Receives Emerging Leadership Award
Sandra Mendoza, an After School
Education and Safety (ASES) Program
Site Lead/Site Coordinator at Raymond
School, received the Emerging
Leadership Award from California
Department of Education. This award
recognizes emerging leaders who are
dedicated to serving the children and
youth in the California Expanding
Learning field.
During the Lights On Afterschool celebrations held annually in October, the
Expanded Learning Division presented
the Leadership Awards.
Lights on Afterschool, a nationwide
event, celebrates the role of expanded
learning programs in keeping kids safe,
inspiring them to learn, and helping

working families.
Studies show that Expanded Learning
programs increase student attendance,
cut dropout rates, reduce juvenile crime,
and boost academic success. The awards
are divided into three areas: Visionary
Leadership, Inspirational Leadership,
and Emerging Leadership. This year,
four recipients were chosen in all of
California based on their outstanding
commitment to improving and enriching
the lives of young people through their
contributions to the expanded learning
field.
Mendoza is and is the only recipient
of this year’s Emerging Leadership
award in California.
Sandra loves seeing her students’

faces as she arrives on campus and they
are already shouting her name across the
blacktop. In her 15th year with Fullerton
School District, Sandra and her team
continue creating and facilitating opportunities for the students and love seeing
them engaged and excited to be in the
ASES Program.
Mendoza was officially recognized at
the annual California Department of
Education Lights on Afterschool Virtual
Celebration. “It was so exciting to see
Sandra be introduced and celebrated at
the awards ceremony,” Director of Child
Development Services Dr. Trang Lai
said. “The number of congratulatory
notes from viewers is reflective of the
respect and love she inspires.”

Sandra Mendoza receives
Emerging Leadership Award.
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TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 10th grade

LET’S CELEBRATE by Mateo, 8th grade

Grateful Thoughts That
Inspire From Our Local Teens

GREAT AMERICAN SMOKEOUT
NOV 18

Thanksgiving is right around the corner. The idea of
being grateful differs for each person. Besides the usual
food, family and friends, here are some of the fascinating reasons Fullerton teens
are grateful for.
“I’m grateful for [myself]. Yes, that sounds narcissistic, but what can I say? I
learned how to truly focus on improving myself...working on ‘that girl’.” ~ Zoey
“I’m thankful for the little moments, such as saying ‘hi’
to a stranger or comforting a friend.” ~ Arum
“[I’m thankful to be] alive. Some people do not have a choice
due to terminal illness, accident, etc.” ~ Israela
“Getting to meet a lot of new people while finding myself
[is something I am thankful for].” ~ Lauren
“Teachers that can actually teach and know
what is best for their students.” ~ Iris
“I [am thankful to be able to go] to school in person
[and enjoy the] high school experience.” ~ Hailey
“[I am thankful to have] the ability to draw
[since it] helps [me] destress.” ~ Alli
“The way I grew as a person while stuck at home [for] so long.” ~ Daniella
“Being able to go out with friends, do stuff, and get boba
with them whenever I want.” ~ Ryan
“I’m thankful for having a ride to get to places…
[and] for having wifi.” ~ Jared
May these grateful thoughts inspire us all to be MINDFUL of life’s blessings, both
big and small. And in the midst of uncertainties and challenges, may these blessings
serve to comfort us and strengthen our resolve to look on the bright side.

FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

TRIVIA
Q: Is a red panda
a panda or a racoon?
A: Research has shown
that a red panda is more
related to a racoon than a
panda. It is a herbivore and
native to the eastern Himalayas and
southwestern China.
It is estimated that there are fewer than
ten thousand mature individuals. Habitat
loss, poaching, and fragmentation are
only a few reasons.
Around ten thousand die each year,
and seven thousand of that ten thousand
die from deforestation. Without red pandas, bamboo plants would go out of control, devastating other plants and the
environment.

Sources:nationaltoday.com,
usnews.com

BOOK REVIEW by Katie, 10th grade

Meet Frida
Say hello to Frida, a beautiful tortoiseshell mini rex rabbit, who adores treats!
She is a sweet one year-old who was
brought to the OC Animal Shelter by a
Good Samaritan. Although she was
immensely frightened, ragged, and not
keen on socializing with the staff, she
quickly warmed up to the treats.
(Remember: the way to an animal’s
heart is through its stomach, just the way
it goes with humans).
She can be found greeting you at the
front of her kennel. She loves playing in
her purple bunny tube and munching
happily on hay cubes.
Fun Fact: Did you know that the
pouch of fat below Frida’s chin is called

The Great American Smokeout, sponsored by the American Cancer Society,
is a 24-hour awareness event that occurs
on the third Thursday of November each
year (this year it will fall on November
18th). It is a time for smokers to give up
smoking for the whole day, sort of as a
challenge.
This is meant to encourage new or
long-time smokers to quit forever.
Although smoking causes major health
problems, many Americans still do it
consistently, which led to this annual
event.
The Great American Smokeout dates
back to 1970, when a high school counselor in Massachusetts persuaded people
to quit smoking for a day only and
donate the money that would have been
spent on cigarettes to a high school
scholarship program.
Over the next few years, states such as
Minnesota and California started

holding days similar to this one, and
after they received stunning results (in
1976 California got 1 million people to
stop smoking for a day), the American
Cancer Society held the first nationwide
smokeout in 1977.
Forty-five years later, the Great
American Smokeout continues to
inspire people throughout America to
quit smoking. The percentage of smokers in the U.S. is at the lowest it has ever
been and is still on a constant trend
downwards.
The government has placed high taxes
on smoking and commercials showing
the devastating effects of it have been
played throughout the nation. However,
38 million Americans continue to smoke
despite the warnings. 20% of yearly
deaths in the United States are caused by
smoking-related illnesses.
I myself have a family member who
smokes regularly, and although he has
been holding up well, I am afraid of the
harmful effects it will have on his internal organs that may limit him in the
future. He already shows signs of these
effects as he coughs a lot sometimes.
I am not in favor of smoking by any
means, and I support the actions taken to
stop smoking. If you or someone you
know is an avid smoker, inform them of
this event or take part in it yourself. It
may benefit your life for years to come.

a “dewlap”? It provides a space where a
female bunny can pull out fluffy fur to
line her nest. She will snooze away in
the nest with her babies.
Another fun fact: Did you know that
baby bunnies are called “kittens”?
To find out more, go to
ocpetinfo.com or call (714) 935-6848
ANIMAL ID: A173792

These Violent Delights by Chloe Gong
Published November 17, 2020 • Genre: Fantasy / Historical Fiction

Rating: 4 stars
Backdropped by 1926 Shanghai humming with life and debauchery, These
Violent Delights follows Juliette Cai,
heir to the Scarlet Gang, who watches
angrily as her city falls further into the
clutches of white foreigners. Just as worrying as the threat of colonialism is the
sudden appearance of a monster that
causes people to tear out their own
throats.
The only way Juliette can defeat the
monster and save her people is to work
with Roma Montagov, heir to the rival
Russian White Flowers and the boy she
once loved—before he betrayed her.
After a recent reread of this book and
its sequel (Our Violent Ends), it’s clear
to see how this book ended up on so
many “best of 2020” lists. With a striking exploration of colonialism and compelling characters to obsess over, this
debut historical fantasy marks Chloe
Gong as an author to look out for in the
coming years.

Gong’s writing brings 1920s Shanghai
to life in all its glittering glory. Her
beautiful prose is full of details; it makes
you feel as if you yourself are walking
down the crowded streets of the City or
sitting in the back of a lively nightclub,
but in a way that doesn’t take attention
away from the story.
What I truly loved about this book,
though, was the way it thoughtfully portrayed and commented on Western
imperialism. There’s an aspect that is so
often concealed, but is revealed in this
book—how insidious and deeply
embedded the West is in Shanghai and
many other non-Western places, even
when people are determined to shut it
out. Written to flow alongside the tragic
story of two lovers who seem destined to
have everything around them fall apart,
I can’t wait for others to fall in love with
it just as I did.
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Send calendar events to ads@fullertonobserver.com

Art Shows

Classes & More

THROUGH DEC 9

TUES NOV 16
• 6pm-7:30pm Volunteer & Career
Pathways in Urban Forestry 1580 W
Commonwealth Ave (714) 738-5363

• 12pm-4pm: Land As Kin Thurs Sun. Inspired by the identity of Southern
California Native people. Featuring
artists Gerald Clarke, Katie Dorame,
Mercedes Dorame, River Garza, and
Lewis deSoto. Fullerton Museum
Center, 301 N Pomona Ave,
(714) 738-6545.

Tues Nov 2 to Nov 23
Tues Nov 30 to Dec 21
• 5:30pm-6:30pm Gentle Yoga with
Tracy Cooper $20 Ages: 16+ yrs.
Gentle flow and restorative poses provide a well-balanced practice. This class
is accessible to all levels, with clear
guidance on breathing and postures,
modifications
offered.
Fullerton
Community
Center
340
W
Commonwealth Ave (714) 738-6575.

THROUGH DEC 18
• 11am-4pm: Kim Abeles: Smog

Collectors, 1987-2020 Mon - Thurs &
Sat. Artist Kim Abeles examines a
range of scientific data and its unexpected visual presentation that prompts the
viewer to reconsider the air we breathe.
CSUF's Begovich Gallery, 800 N State
College Blvd.
Nov 23– January 23

• 10am-1pm: Birds in Art Tue, Sat &
Sun. Avian wonders are featured
through
all-new
interpretations in
original paintings,
sculptures,
and
graphics Fullerton
Arboretum, 1900
Associated
Rd,
(657) 278-3407

The Muck Opens
Application for 2022
Artist in Residence
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center
is currently accepting applications
for our Artist in Residence for 2022.
Artists of any and all disciplines
and backgrounds are encouraged
to apply. Special consideration is
given to artists who live and/or
work in Orange County, California.
Applications are open to both
well-established and emerging
artists who believe their work
is a fit for The Muck's mission.
We are searching for ingenuity,
dedication, and the ability
to integrate into our culture.
The Artist in Residence will have
access to The Muck’s 8.5 acre
grounds, professional recording
studio, art gallery, ceramics
studio/kiln, and outdoor stage.
We encourage applicants to keep
these resources in mind as they
create a proposal.
Applications will close on
December 1.
Additional information
and application instructions
are available at
themuck.org/artist-in-residence.

Live Music
TUE NOVEMBER 16
• 1pm: CSUF School of Music

Matinee FREE Students perform
chamber music. CSUF Recital Hall,
800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton.

WED NOVEMBER 17
• 7:30pm: Symphony Concert $10

Students perform chamber music.
Campus Theatre, 321 East Chapman
Ave, Fullerton (714) 992-7035
THURS NOVEMBER 18
• 7:30pm Mens & Womens Chorale
$10 students perform a broad range of
music from a variety of genres.
Wilshire Auditorium, 315 E Wilshire
Ave, Fullerton (714) 992-7035
THURS NOVEMBER 18
• 7:30pm Brass Ensembles Concert
FREE The Brass Choir has grown
from a quintet to over 20 musicians in
the past several years. Recital Hall, 321
East Chapman Ave, Fullerton
(714) 992-7035

FRI NOVEMBER 19
• 8pm: University Wind Symphony.

$10 Meng Concert Hall, 800 N State
College Blvd, Fullerton
Must wear mask (657) 278-3371

TUES NOVEMBER 23
• 7:30pm Woodwind Concert FREE
The ensemble is comprised of flutes,
clarinets, oboes, bassoons, French
horns, and saxophones. several years.
Recital Hall, 321 East Chapman Ave,
Fullerton (714) 992-7035

TUE NOVEMBER 30
• 7:30pm: Jazz Band & Jazz Vocalists

$10 This award winning ensemble performs jazz fusion music as well as standard big band swing jazz throughout the
semester. Campus Theatre, 321 East
Chapman Ave, Fullerton (714) 992-7035

THURS DECEMBER 2
• 7:30pm: Symphonic Winds $10

This ensemble performs standard band
literature as well as commissioning new
works from both students and established composers. Campus Theatre, 321
East Chapman Ave, Fullerton
(714) 992-7035
FRI DECEMBER 3
• 7:30pm Applied Piano Recital
FREE Ensemble performs pieces from
the 18th century to the present. Recital
Hall, 321 East Chapman Ave, Fullerton
(714) 992-7035

• 7-10pm: The Ron Kobayashi Trio.

MON DECEMBER 6
• 7:30pm Electronic Music concert
$10 Campus Theatre, 321 East
Chapman Ave, Fullerton
(714) 992-7035

MON NOVEMBER 22
• 7:30pm Percussion Ensemble FREE
The Percussion Ensemble is a chamber
music group performing new works for
percussion. Recital Hall, 321 East
Chapman Ave, Fullerton
(714) 992-7035

THURS DECEMBER 9
• 7:30pm Holiday Band & Choral
Concert $10 The choir usually consists
of about 85 members. They perform
classical repertoire that spans across all
musical styles and time periods.
Campus Theatre, 321 East Chapman
Ave, Fullerton (714) 992-7035

SAT NOVEMBER 20

The best jazz group in Orange County
will be at Les Amis Restaurant, 128 W
Wilshire Ave.

Wed Nov 3 - Nov 24
Sat Nov 6 - Nov 27
Mon Nov 8 - Nov 29
• 7pm-8pm Zumba with Adriana
Munoz $20 Ages: 16+ yrs. Zumba
incorporates aerobic fitness and interval
training through dance moves set to
Latin and international music. Fullerton
Community
Center
340
W
Commonwealth Ave. (714) 738-6575.
Wed Nov 17
• 7pm-8pm Yoga for all levels with
Carolyn Matsuda $20 Ages: 16+ yrs.
This class will help you be stronger,
more flexible, and bring peace of mind.
Hillcrest Park Rec Center 340 W
Commonwealth Ave. (714) 738-6575.
Mon Nov 22
Mon Nov 29 to Dec 20
• 10:30am-11:30am Chair Yoga with
Tracy Cooper $20 Ages: 16+ yrs. All
levels of mobility and ability. Improve
strength, balance and energy with the
support of a chair. Fullerton Community
Center 340 W Commonwealth Ave.
(714) 738-6575.
Wed Nov 24
• 10:30am-11:30am Pilates and Yoga
with Felores Giacometto $20 Ages:
16+ yrs. Designed to improve posture,
balance, strength, coordination, agility,
range of motion and endurance.
Fullerton Community Center 340 W
Commonwealth Ave. (714) 738-6575.

Farmers Market
•

Every Wednesday 8:30am-12:30pm:
Fullerton’s
Certified
Farmers
Market. Shop for fresh fruit, vegetables, & more. Fullerton Community
Center - 340 W Commonwealth Ave.

Outdoor Fun
Everyday except Tues, 9am-4pm:
Fullerton Arboretum $5 The
Arboretum is a fun, free place for all to
learn about wildlife conservation &
research. 26 acers of nature scapes.
1900 Associated Rd • (657) 278-3407.
Sunday 7:30am-8:30am: Free Zumba
Classes at Hillcrest Park. 1200 N
Harbor Blvd. Donations welcome.

Discover Fullerton
on Foot LIVE!

Saturdays, 8:30am - 10:30am
The Community Center’s popular video series goes LIVE with monthly inperson guided walks around town. Free of charge, but registration is required.
11/20 Civic Center Tour
Perfect for out-of-town guests. Walk around our historic Civic Center area and
learn about Fullerton’s past and present.
Free but registration is required at Fullerton Community Cntr
340 W Commonwealth Ave (714) 738-6575
www.fullertoncommunitycenter.com
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THEATRE & FILM

A MIDSUMMER
NIGHT'S DREAM

HITS &
MISSES

Thursday, Friday, & Saturday
7:30pm • $19
November 18, 19, & 20
December 2, 3, & 4
A Midsummer Night’s Dream by
William Shakespeare centers around the
passions of love. Theseus and
Hippolyta, about to marry, are figures
from mythology. Proof of vaccination
required. Inquire with the Box Office
prior to the event for possible streaming
options. 321 East Chapman Ave Rm
1115, Fullerton (714) 992-7035.

Fall Dance
Theatre
November 16
thru November 20
• 8pm: $14
Choreographers
and dancers
explore the complexity of dance as it captures
our humanity and brings
joy through movement.
Little Theatre
800 N State College Blvd,
Fullerton
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SPENCER: A Hit and a Miss

The Wolves

8pm: December 8, 9, 10
2pm: December 11 $14
The Wolves is a contemporary play by
Sarah DeLappe focusing on a high
school girls’ indoor soccer team as
they warm up for a series of games.
Amid the chaos of
teenage self-discovery,
the girls reflect on
social pressure, loss,
and the complexities
of forging a personal
identity.
Young Theatre
800 N. State
College Blvd,
Fullerton

November 30 thru December 15
• 8pm: The MistleTones $25
Join us as The MistleTones ring
in the Christmas season
with their own brand
of hilarious holiday fun.
Tues & Wed showings
at Maverick Theater
110 E Walnut Ave, Ste B, Fullerton
(714) 526-7070
https://mavericktheater.com/santa-21/

Oscar-winning director Pablo Larraín
has created films about famous women
whose lives are troubled and whose
fame has become a burden. In 2016, his
film “Jackie” portrayed recently widowed Jacqueline Kennedy, and now
Princess Diana, using her maiden name
of Spencer. Most of us are familiar with
seeing the lovely Diana, who endeared
herself not only to the Brits but to fans
around the world, especially when she
took on important causes like compassion for AIDS patients and elimination
of land mines.
This is not the Diana we see in
“Spencer.” Screenwriter Stephen Knight
and actress Kristen Stewart
give us a portrait of an
intensely unhappy Diana,
feeling like a prisoner during the three days she is
forced to spend with the
royal
family
at
Sandringham
House,
where they will celebrate
Christmas Eve, Christmas
Day, and Boxing Day. She
has managed to free herself
from the formality of a
Rolls Royce journey to the royal estate
and is first seen driving herself to
Sandringham in a convertible sports car.
Hoping to visit the neighboring Spencer
family estate where she spent her childhood, Diana finds herself oddly lost and
in need of driving directions.
Her childhood home is now empty, its
fields guarded by a scarecrow wearing a
jacket she recalls had been her father’s.
At Sandringham she is greeted by a
Major-domo (Timothy Spall) retired
from the military but managing precision and order throughout the royal
weekend. He warns Diana that the
paparazzi is lurking, and she must keep
her draperies closed at all times. Next
her wardrobe—gowns that have been
chosen for her to wear throughout the
three-day events—is wheeled in covered
with a sheath bearing the initials POW.
These stand for Princess of Wales, but
the double meaning is clearly understood.
A gift from her husband has been left
for her, but when she opens the box she
sees a single-strand necklace of large
pearls. Recognizing that Camilla Parker
Bowles has received the identical necklace, she reluctantly wears it to dinner.
However, some scenes in “Spencer”
escape reality and portray instead the
hurt and anger within Diana’s mind; we

see her breaking the necklace and chewing up the pearls. More comfortable
with the servants than with the royal
family, Diana spends little time with the
family and prefers the company of the
staff, especially her maid Maggie (Sally
Hawkins). Her only happy moments are
spent with her sons William (Jack
Nielen) and Harry (Freddie Spry), who
appear to be about eleven and eight
years old. She invents games to play
with them, one involving the taking on
of another persona while answering
probing questions truthfully.
The only scenes that portray Diana
and Charles together are the few in
which he asks her to behave
in a more polite and gracious manner with the royal
family. He explains to her,
“There has to be two of
you, one for the public and
one in private.” It is, of
course, the life he leads but
a life eschewed by Diana.
However, Diana’s behavior
would be worrisome even
in a more ordinary family.
She leaves the table to disgorge herself of her dinner, and then
goes to the kitchen at midnight to eat
ravenously. Diana also suffers from
nightmares. A book about Ann Boleyn,
the beheaded wife of Henry VIII, has
been left in her room, creating an image
that haunts her when awake and asleep.
Underscoring the chill of the threedays is the interesting but disjointed
musical score of Jonny Greenwood and
the subtle and somber cinematography
of Claire Mathon, equally effective in
the indoor corridors and the foggy exterior grounds. Larraín seems equally
comfortable directing the realistic
scenes of family gatherings and the
metaphoric scenes such as the dead
pheasants raised to be game for the
shooting party held on Boxing Day.
Those who have watched “The
Crown” with Emma Corrin’s splendid
performance of Princess Diana may find
it difficult to accept Kristen Stewart in
the same role. Larraín saw in Stewart a
conflicted quality and a fleeting ambivalence that suited his concept of the
doomed princess. However, Stewart did
have to acquire a British accent, which
occasionally falters.
Viewers of “Spencer” are well served
by taking heed of the sub-title seen with
the opening credits—“A Fable from a
True Tragedy.”

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

NOVEMBER 20 TO DECEMBER 23
•9pm: Coming Soon: Santa Claus Conquers the Martians
Fri, Sat & Sun showings at Maverick Theater
110 E Walnut Ave, Ste B, Fullerton
https://mavericktheater.com/santa-21/ (714) 526-7070
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Estrella Family Fashions
Zoot Suits at El Pachuco
Opening its doors for business in want that for?’ Then they tried to switch
1978, El Pachuco Zoot Suits, located at me to something else, and I said, ‘No,
801 South Harbor Boulevard, has no. I know what I want. I want a zoot
always been a family business. Phyllis suit, just like the one I saw in the play
Estrella, who was born, raised, and mar- Zoot Suit, the one Eddie Olmos wore.’”
ried in Fullerton, remembers starting the
She thought that if this product wasn’t
store 43 years ago. After seeing a pro- available, there had to be a demand for it
duction of Luis Valdez’s play, Zoot Suit, because she was sure she wasn’t the
Phyllis wanted to recreate the atmos- only one interested. Phyllis talked to her
phere. She loved what she saw. She dad about starting a zoot suit business.
knew her husband Ray wouldn’t wear “He was really the instigator on everysuch a suit and she couldn’t picture her- thing,” she said. “If I had an idea, he
self wearing one, so she immediately would either agree with me or not. I had
thought of her brother. She wanted to his okay, so we got started. That was 43
buy one for her brother because she years ago. Now, here we are today on
could imagine him being the center of Harbor Boulevard in Fullerton. Now I
attention. However, finding a suit was sell suits all over the United States and
challenging. This struggle inspired even to other countries.”
Phyllis to open El Pachuco Zoot Suits, a
At the beginning, not only did they
business named after the main character have a challenge selling the suits, but
in the play. To her, El Pachuco was who they also had a challenge educating peoyou became when you put on the zoot ple about what a zoot suit was. “One of
suit. Phyllis recalls the
the things that we as El
term Pachuco always
Pachuco did was we used
being used negatively.
to go to high schools,
She thought that if she
Phyllis said. That was an
The Estrella family educational process so we
used Pachuco in her
business name, she
could tell the world about
business has
could give the term
the
zoot suit. We have
supplied so many
some “dignity.” Today,
tried to change the image.
tailor-made
the store is still in the
We always present it in a
zoot
suits for
family, and is now run
positive manner. Getting
by her daughter-in-law
into a zoot suit was not
customers in the
Vanessa Estrella, who television and movie easy, and I like that about
has kept the store runindustries that they it.”According to Phyllis,
ning strong even during
have lost count.
the COVID-19 panthere are some basic
demic.
things that a zoot suit
“I was always interneeds. It has to have a
ested in the zoot suit. I
wide lapel. It has to have
had heard talk about the suit, but I had baggy pants. It has to have broad shoulnever seen one,” Phyllis Estrella said. ders. She recalls that at the beginning,
“One day, my husband and I were driv- they didn’t know where to start. Her
ing down a street in Los Angeles…We family did a lot of research at the library,
were in our ’59 Chevy. We went by and and ended up at a costume shop in
we saw this billboard that said, ‘Zoot Hollywood where her husband, Ray,
Suit coming to town.’ I was so excited! I rented a pink zoot suit. Between the
said, ‘I finally get to see a zoot suit!’ So, rental, the research and finding a tailor
we immediately bought tickets because I with some experience making the suits,
had never been to a live play, ever. This they were in business. They first started
was the first time I had seen a zoot suit; making the pants, and then gradually
first time I had seen an all Chicano cast were able to perfect the pattern and start
on the stage.”
selling the whole zoot suit.
Phyllis just couldn’t get enough of the
Once they began creating zoot suits,
zoot suit. She loved it so much that she they needed accessories to go along with
wanted to be involved with it somehow. the outfits. Phyllis remembers that they
“I’m not a dancer, so I can’t dance in a had to have an artist draw up a hat with
zoot suit on stage. I’m not a musician. certain specifications, and that was not
What am I going to do to have this easy. However, once they had that, they
atmosphere around me? So, I came were able to send the drawings to severhome and I thought, ‘I want to make a al hat companies to see who could make
zoot suit. I want to buy one for my it for them. After El Pachuco made the
brother.’ I went to Los Angeles and hat, they made gold chains to go with it,
Orange County, to tailors and stores, and then wide ties. Special two-toned
made phone calls, even went to Mexico. shoes came next. “If you put all those
Everybody said, ‘A zoot suit? Those things together, you’ve got a good lookaren’t around anymore. What do you ing Pachuco,” Phyllis said. At the time,

Above: Ernesto Gonzalez, Vanessa Estrella, and Alfred Ramos.
PHOTO BY LETTY RODRIGUEZ

her family also used to work long hours.
“My dad and I would be here all day,
early until late, hoping somebody would
come in, and they did. They’d come in,
and we’d meet them. They would travel
from far to come and see us.”
The Estrella family business has supplied so many tailor-made zoot suits for
customers in the television and movie
industries that they have lost count.
Vanessa, who has been working with her
mother in-law for the last 20 years,
remembers when they got an order to
make zoot suits for the show Penny
Dreadful: City of Angels. “Just recently,
we made over one hundred suits for
Showtime,” Vanessa said. “That was just
two years ago, before COVID. I work
closely with a lot of productions. For
Penny Dreadful: City of Angels, we did
over a hundred suits. Most of them were
custom, and so they sent us pictures and
measurements.”
El Pachuco works very closely with
the designing departments, and they’ve
made suits for shows including The
Masked Singer and So You Think You
Can Dance. “We do a lot for movies,
specific custom ones. I believe there’s a
movie coming out on Cheetos, and I
don’t think it’s out yet, but we just made
one for them,” Vanessa said. “Believe it
or not, they send me their own fabric.
So, for this fabric, we had to use upholstery fabric to make the suit because
they wanted a specific look. We’ve done
work for shows that aren’t even out anymore, like That 70s Show. Productions
know that we specialize in zoot suit, and
it’s such a specialty, such a niche, that a
lot of people just come directly to us and
we customize. We do a lot for TV and
movies.”
Vanessa explained that El Pachuco
ships worldwide. Customers call her if
they need something. At the store, her
company packs it up, and they ship it out
to their customers. She said, “The
majority of the time, we do this for a lot
of different artists as well, she said. “A
lot of the singers you see out there that
sing Doo-wop and oldies, we dress
them. We’ve done it for back-up singers
and back-up dancers, like at the MTV

Below: El Pachuco co-founder Phyllis
Estrella. PHOTO BY VANESSA ESTRELLA

Video Awards for Christina Aguilera.
She was singing, and all her back-up
dancers had on our zoot suits. We do our
fair share. We stay busy.” Some of the
store’s busiest times of the year include
Halloween and prom season.
COVID has affected El Pachuco Zoot
Suits quite a bit. At the moment, they
only do curbside pick-ups and online
orders. In fact, as I was doing my interview with Vanessa and Phyllis, a car
pulled up. Vanessa explained that her
customer had scheduled an appointment
beforehand. They texted her, and she
had a bag ready. They just drove up,
rolled down their window and she gave
them the bag. They were ready to go
because everything was paid for ahead
of time online.
When Phyllis went to see the play Zoot
Suit all those years ago, it was fashion, it
was theater, and it was history. She
didn’t even know that the story had happened [Zoot Suit Riots, 1943], and she
didn’t know the history of the zoot suit,
so she’s very thankful that Luis Valdez
wrote this play. “What does a zoot suit
mean to me? It means everything,”
Phyllis said. “It’s our social life here and
our work. We’ve made so many friends
from everywhere—local, across the
country, and around the world. I have a
lot more friends now because of the zoot
suit.” Vanessa added that Phyllis has
taught her everything she knows. She
proudly said, “I am blessed to be able to
work in our family business.”
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City Redistricting: Have we learned from last time?
But other factors were included as
well: compactness, contiguity, cohesiveness, and the integrity of "communities
of interest."
Although four community open houses were held, attendance was not robust.
In addition to the open houses, the
demographer shared his software with
various individuals and groups, some of
which created their own maps. At the
end of the process, many of the individuals and groups that had participated had
come to agreement on "Map 2b." This
map created one district that was 58.8%
Asian and 2 districts that were 51.9%
and 61.1% Latino by population (not by
voters or voting age population). Three
districts had a Democratic edge in voter
registration.
Then things got interesting. A downtown bar/restaurant owner, Jeremy
Popoff appeared before Council, stating
that he was speaking for downtown
business owners and argued that downtown was so important to everyone that
every district should include part of
downtown (e.g., Harbor Boulevard
north of the rail line) and he provided a
map that would do this (Map 8a, AKA
Bar Map). Mr. Popoff had not participated in any of the public meetings or
worked with Mr. Ely, and it is doubtful
that he came up with the idea of having
each district include a chunk of downtown by himself. Nor is it clear where
the map came from. However, strongest
support on the Council came from
Councilmember Jennifer Fitzgerald who
was well connected with organizations
with this expertise.
The groups that coalesced around Map
2b felt correctly that all their work and
efforts were being dismissed out of
hand, and many residents of the downtown felt correctly that their "community of interest" was being dismantled and
their political influence diluted by being
broken into small segments that could
be easily ignored.
While the main impact of Bar Map
was, arguably, to reduce the political
influence of the residents of downtown,
in favor of the business interests, perhaps more important was that Bar Map

Who are the
Commissioners?
DIRECT APPOINTMENTS:
Greg Sebourn (Chair) was appointed
by Mayor Pro Tem Nick Dunlap.
Sebourn is the former Mayor of
Fullerton and served on City Council
from 2012-2018, when he was defeated
by Jesus Silva in the newly-created
District 3. He has served on various city
and county commissions and committees.
James Lira (Vice Chair) was appointed by Councilmember Fred Jung. He is

Lost Dog

If you see call Johanna. (562)
686-2707. Please do not chase.

Continued from front page

created three Republican districts compared to the three Democratic Districts
in Map 2b. This was probably the real
purpose of Mr. Popoff's map. (City
Council Elections are nonpartisan in
name only.)
The map also included an otherwise
illogical dogleg into District 2, in order
to place politically conservative
Councilmember Greg Sebourn into the
newly configured District 3
The Council accepted this [Bar Map].
None of the councilmembers supported
Map 2b, which had the most support
with the participating public. They were
all able to rationalize ignoring the public. Among the most blatant rationalizations (without evidence) were that the
council chamber was being packed with
people from outside of the City, and
according to Councilmember Chaffee,
that this was not a popularity contest and
the Council's job was to deal with the
facts and to do what was best for the
City. It is not clear what "facts" he had in
mind.

The electorate accepted this map
when they voted in 2016 to approve the
ballot measure creating Fullerton's first
by-district elections starting in 2018.
Also winning approval of the electorate
in 2016 was Jesus Silva, running in
Fullerton's last at-large election. That
resulted in two councilmembers residing
in District 3, Sebourn and Silva.
The same City Council that selected
the [Bar Map], minus Jan Flory and with
the addition of Jesus Silva, then had to
decide which two of the five council districts would be on the ballot in 2018.
Not surprisingly they decided that
Districts three and five would be filled
in 2018, the year that Councilmember
Sebourn's at-large term was up. This
meant that when Councilmember Silva's
term ended in 2020, there would be no
seat available for him unless he ran
again in 2018.
What is to be learned from this experience for the current redistricting
process? The principal lesson is that
when it comes down to it, the outcome

of an open public participation exercise,
even when it results in agreement, can
be dismissed and rationalized away by a
Council majority if the proposed outcome does not suit its preferences.
Second, it is worth noting that things
do not always work out as planned.
Recognizing what the Council had done,
Silva ran for the District 3 seat in 2018
even though he still had two years left in
his at-large term. With the help of a large
Democratic turnout, including students,
due to important state and national
issues, Silva won the expected
Republican seat 54% to 37%.
It was also expected by many that
Districts 4 and 5 would elect Latino
councilmembers, but in 2018 Syrian
immigrant Ahmad Zahra won District 5,
and in 2020, absent Latino/a opposition,
long-time resident Bruce Whitaker, who
had served 10 years as an at-large councilmember, was elected to District 4,
giving weight to the old saying; don't
count your chickens until they are
hatched.

a veteran and a maintenance technician
for the company Oakley. He has a
degree in computer electronics and engineering technology.
Vivien “Kitty” Jaramillo was
appointed by Councilmember Ahmad
Zahra. She was one of the plaintiffs in
the original lawsuit alleging that
Fullerton’s former at-large voting system violated the California Voting
Rights Act, which resulted in district
elections. She has served on the
Fullerton Homeless Task Force.
John Seminara who was appointed
by Mayor Bruce Whitaker is the former
principal engineer and president at
Southern California Geotechncial, Inc.

He studied Geological Engineering at
the University of Nevada, Reno. He has
served on the Transportation and
Circulation Commission.
Dr. Jody Vallejo was appointed by
Councilmember Jesus Silva. Vallejo is
Associate Professor of Sociology and
American Studies and Ethnicity at USC.
She is also Associate Director of USC
Equity Research Institute and CoDirector of Graduate Studies in
Sociology. Her research areas include
immigration, immigrant integration,
race/ethnicity, and inequality, poverty,
and mobility.
AT-LARGE APPOINTMENTS:
Tony Bushala was appointed on a 3-2

vote (Jaramillo and Vallejo “no”).
Bushala is the co-owner of Bushala
Brothers, Inc, a real estate property
management company in Fullerton. He
is a significant property owner in
Fullerton and frequent contributor to
political campaigns. He is the founder of
Fullerton Heritage, and has been
involved in historic preservation.
Shawn Nelson was appointed on a 32 vote (Jarmillo and Vallejo “no”).
Nelson was an Orange County
Supervisor from 2010-2015. Nelson was
elected to the Fullerton City Council in
November 2002, and served until 2008.
He is currently Chief Assistant District
Attorney for Orange County.
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OPINION

Out of My Mind
by Jon Dobrer © 2021

A Homage to Cultural
Appropriation
One of my sons was accused of cultur- and Latin American? You probably
al appropriation for using the COVID- know that a California Roll wasn’t
era handshake—evading greeting by found in Japan (but now is) and that
putting his hands together, as if in Chop Suey never existed in China. You
prayer, and giving a slight bow. We may be surprised that Japanese Tempura
might associate this gesture of respect came from Spain or that the ancient
with Asia, which neither owns nor Hebrews never feasted on Lox (German)
asserts intellectual property exclusivity, or Bagels.
neither of the prayerful hand gesture,
Bagels may represent the benign
nor the sleight bow. But even if this spreading of ideas and products that
combination were uniquely Asian, does diminishes no one and can enrich many.
its use by non-Asians qualify as cultural Bagels may have an Arab origin. Bagels
appropriation? Maybe? However, cul- were not stolen but spread. When I have
tural appropriation is
a cheese jalapeño bagel,
fine. What isn’t fine is
has my culture been
cultural misappropriaappropriated?
Well,
tion. We should not conmaybe, but so what? The
tinue to conflate the two.
real question is not
You probably
Cultural appropriation
appropriation but misapknow that a
seems to be an amorpropriation. The problem
California Roll
phous set of rules about
is not borrowing but takwasn’t found in
who can eat, prepare,
ing. I’m not diminished
sell, wear, say, or sing
Japan (but now is) by Jalapeño Cheese
about something that and that Chop Suey Bagels. Your gain (possioriginated in a culture
bly of weight) takes nothnever existed
other than their own—or
ing from me.
in China.
the culture they appear
Sports teams have conto represent.
sistently committed culRules and sensibilities
tural misappropriation by
often change without
caricaturing
Native
notice. In the 1960s,
Americans with hideous
many white pro civil rights students in stereotyping, mockery, and co-opting
Berkeley wore Dashikis (traditional their religious dances and dress. The
African shirts). We did this as an hom- Washington Redskins finally changed
age to Africa and African Americans their name. The Atlanta Braves’ warwith whom we wanted to show solidari- hoop and chopping action is, to me, a
ty. We also wished to support African vicious and nauseating misappropriamanufacturers. Had the Dashikis been tion. Would we have tolerated the
made by a large white-owned American Harlem Blackskins or the Brooklyn
brand, that might well have been misap- Hooked Noses? You know the answer.
propriation. Today, were I to wear my
When mascots dance in pseudo-Indian
old Dashikis (if I could squeeze into costumes that have religious connecthem) it might correctly be seen as tions, it is seriously demeaning to their
appropriating another culture. Would I, culture. You might counter, “What about
however, be misappropriating it? the San Diego Padres?” Their mascot
Unclear.
wears no ecclesiastical robes nor preEvery example that I raise today is tends to do a Holy Mass and pass out
complex and nuanced. Indeed, whole taco chips mocking Holy Communion.
articles and books could only begin to But for native Americans caricature and
examine them fully. I skim over various mockery are acceptable? No! That is
examples and categories to raise ques- misappropriation.
tions and stimulate communications. I
A sweet, if untrue, legend arose during
don’t pretend that this article answers WWII that the King of Denmark and
the questions or resolves the problems.
many Danish people wore Yellow
All cultures, religions, languages, Jewish Stars to show support and solicuisines and clothing are mixed. There is darity with the Jewish people. Though
no racial purity, neither is there cultural Danes were almost uniquely supportive,
purity. We’re all products of mixing, this didn’t happen. Had they, it certainly
matching, borrowing and, yes, taking. would not have been misappropriation.
And that’s the distinction. The question Intent counts. However, intent is an
isn’t, “Can a non-Asian cook Chinese or unfortunately nuanced concept in our
an Anglo own a Mexican restaurant?”
fractured times.
Remember Fusion Cuisine, the comWhen anti-vaxxers and anti-maskers
bining of Asian and French, or Japanese want to demonstrate their outrage at

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the community.
The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions are those
of the writer. We must verify your identity, but we allow initials only and
town to be printed if desired, or anonymous in print if a reasonable case can
be made as to why that is necessary. Opinions sent to us without name, address
and phone number will not be printed. Due to space issues shorter letters have
a better chance of getting in. Please add your contact information so we can
verify. Thanks!

contact@fullertonobserver.com
or mail to: Fullerton Observer
PO Box 7051, Fullerton CA 92834
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mandates by putting on Yellow Jewish
Stars, they are not honoring Jews who
were so identified then rounded up and
brought to concentration camps, work
camps, and death camps. They are
hijacking history and trivializing Jewish
agony. This is cultural misappropriation.
While all cuisines are Creole, the issue
a while back was whether white people
could represent Southern cooking or
were white cookbook authors culturally
appropriating the African roots of
Southern cuisine? It is cultural misappropriation if it diminishes the original
source by ignoring it. But when the debt
owed is recognized and the sources celebrated, whether a recipe, a ritual, or a
form of music, the scales move towards
balance. The insult of misappropriation
can become celebrated appropriation.
Music is another example of appropriation versus misappropriation. The roots
of Rock & Roll were Black but went
largely unacknowledged. Elvis got play
time (and money) on the radio that the
African American artists didn’t.
American Jazz grew from African
American sources with an admixture
from Eastern European Jewish music,
which in turn, had clear echoes of Arabic
quarter tones. So, whose music is Jazz?
Who owns Rap Music? Popular Rap is
largely
performed
by
African
Americans. But its rhythmic antecedents
can be heard from Gilbert and Sullivan
to Sondheim’s “Into the Woods” and
“The Witches Rap.” Who can play Jazz
or Rap, Raga or Reggae? I think the
answer is that good musicians who
honor what came before can play or sing
anything. Perry Como’s Kol Nidre, took
nothing from me and Eminem’s rap honors the genre.
Back to gestures, where we began. In
the Arab world, it’s common when shaking hands to take one’s right hand and
touch it over our hearts to show sincerity. I still practice this with my Arab
friends. If I used it every day, some
might wrongly take it as mockery, or I
could start a trend of imbuing a casual
handshake with some greater mindfulness. My intent must count, and your
generosity of spirit also must count.

Sunny Hills
Post Office
temporarily
closed
Until further notice due to structural damage Sunny Hills Post
Office will remain closed.
During this closure, PO Box mail
and retail services will be available
at the Fullerton Post Office, 1350 E.
Chapman Ave, 92834-9998.
Customers are reminded to bring
proper photo identification to pick
up mail and packages.
Retail hours:
Monday thru Friday, 9am to 5pm,
and Saturday, 9 am to 3pm

Got a Rack?
Give us a call and we will
bring a Fullerton Observer
rack to your business.
e-mail
ads@fullertonobserver.com
or call (714) 525-6402.

COMMUNITY VOICES
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Letters to the Editor
Send to contact@fullertonobserver.com

Representative Young Kim
Ms. Kim,
I am disappointed but not surprised
that you have ignored the needs of your
constituents by voting no on the
BIPARTISAN Infrastructure legislation passed last week by your House
colleagues from both parties. You
claim to represent the interests of the
citizens of CA39, yet you consistently
vote against these interests.
Being a US Congressperson is NOT
about making cherry-picked public
appearances and currying the favor of
influential donors, or about putting out
a weekly marketing mouthpiece at our

(the taxpayers’) expense. NOR is it trying to claim credit for the accomplishments of this legislation that you
REJECTED, which I anticipate you
and you fellow Repubs will inevitably
do, as you did with the Dems-only
American Rescue legislation.
Being a US Congressperson is about
how you VOTE. And your record is
obvious. Just know that at next year’s
election you will be held accountable
for snubbing the genuine interests of
your constituents.
Arlene Hoffman
CA39 Constituent/Fullerton resident

In her newsletter, Rep Young Kim keeps telling me how hard she is working for me. I think she is working hard for herself and her political career.
She voted against the Infrastructure bill, which we sorely need here in
Fullerton. The whole country needs it!
Seventeen other Republicans in the House voted for the bill, and are suffering the hatred from her Party, but she could not put Country over Party. Her
team is well organized, her PR is slick, but her votes for what is truly important for our democracy are wanting.
How she votes to extend voting to ALL Americans will be the true test of
her character and her caring for our country.
Leonard A. Zivitz, MD
Fullerton

Listen to Victims
Chief Dunn says, “We want to get all
the evidence” for the numerous people
who have come forward about being
drugged and assaulted and/or robbed
downtown. But I question whether all
FPD officers are as motivated.
I encountered a well-spoken, clean
cut, young man while walking past JP23
one Sunday morning. He didn’t know
what happened to him after he met with
friends at JP23 the night before. But he
woke up in the alley next to JP23 with
his wallet and cell phone missing.
I asked him to report it to the police
and to tell the business owner. He said
he would. He also agreed to speak with

the Fullerton Observer.
When I followed up with him about a
week later. He no longer wanted to talk
to the press. After talking to the police
and being told by them that they could
do nothing because there was no evidence, he was convinced it was his fault
that he had been robbed.
I’m concerned that victims of crime
are being turned away without any
report taken and of course then, no
investigation and no statistics are available to report the true number of crimes
occurring downtown.
JR
Fullerton

ARPA funds and the budget
Dear City Council,
I know each of you want to do a good
job for our town. And all of you recognize the importance of water, sewer, and
road infrastructure.
Happily you have set aside $26 million in the current 2021/2022 Capital
Improvements Program budget to take
care of some of this.
Certainly adding some from the $32
million in ARPA funds can boost that
even further.

At the same time ARPA funds can be
invested in our employees.
As you think about what is required to
run a city with $200+ million budget
remember a competent and experienced
workforce is a necessity, not a luxury.
Please stop bullying employees and
chasing them away and begin treating
them with the respect they deserve.
Sharon Kennedy
Fullerton

For the latest COVID-19 information, visit
www.ochealthinfo.com or call (714) 834-2000

Art Alliance Excursion by M. Kerr
CSUF Art Alliance recently visited the South Coast Segerstrom sculpture collection. The group of 14 was led on a walking tour viewing at least 9 outdoor sculptures by a docent. Every piece is outstanding. For example: Firebird, an airy
sculpture hanging over the entrance to the concert hall; the reclining Henry Moore
on the walkway to the hall; the 66-foot high Corten steel by Serra, which stands in
front of the under-construction Segerstrom Center for the Arts Museum; and the
California Scenario by Isamu Noguchi, depicting a pile of boulders representing the
original bean farm of Segerstrom to the tall redwoods and dry desert and more. A
place to meditate.
This was just one of Art Alliance excursions that provides education for members
and contributions to six endowment funds for the Visual Arts of CSUF.
Contact Joann Driggers, President of Art Alliance: Swc9000@sbglobal.net.

HOMEMADE DISASTER SUPPLY KIT

by Jere Greene (involved with disaster operations since 1993)
If a disaster were to occur, emergency services could be delayed so it
is important to have basic supplies
within easy reach to keep your household safe.
You can easily include a few items
listed here in your weekly shopping
and create a homemade kit that will
protect you in case of disaster in the
future.
WEEK 2
Hardware Store:
Matches in waterproof container
2 flashlights (store batteries
in a zip-lock bag)
Work gloves
Duct Tape

Friends of Coyote
Hills Adopt-a-Park
As part of the city of Fullerton’s Adopt
a Park/Trail program, the Friends of
Coyote Hills will be hosting a clean up
party every 3rd Saturday on the Nora
Kuttner Trail, which runs along Coyote
Hills from Euclid to Gilbert/Idaho.
Meet Location: Park and meet in the
lower parking lot of Sunny Hills Church

Plastic garbage bags
12” adjustable wrench (to shut off
utilities if needed. See below.)
Pharmacy:
First-aid kit
To Do:
1) Find out where your utility shutoffs are. For instructions go to:
socalgas.com/safety/shutoff.shtml
In a disaster if you smell gas but
can’t reach the gas company and
decide to turn off your gas at the
meter, do not turn it back on before
calling SoCal Gas at 1-800-427-2200
Check back regularly for our week
by week disaster supply kit recommendations.

of Christ, 2255 N Euclid Street,
Fullerton
Bring: Water, gloves, and “trash grabbers” if you have them. The City has
provided us with trash bags and thin
gloves.
Wear: Sunscreen and comfortable
shoes like sneakers or boots. Masks are
recommended but, at this time, are not
mandatory. Bring family & friends and
roll up your sleeves with us to keep
Coyote Hills beautiful.
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TRIBUTES

Willena A Bamper 1932 -2021
Willie Bamper passed away at home surrounded by
her family on October 13 at age 89. Willie was born on
September 20, 1932 in Venice, Illinois. She was predeceased by her husband Bill and her son Scott and is survived by her two daughters Sue and Janet, her son-inlaw Erick and two grandsons Connor and Riley.
Her favorite pastimes were going to Angels games and
playing cards and games with her friends. Willie was a
resident in Fullerton for 54 years and will be dearly
missed by her family and many, many friends.

Del Roy Bern 1936 - 2021
Del Roy Bern passed away peacefully at the age of
84. Almost made it to his birthday, November 30. He
graduated from Fresno High School, attended and
graduated from Fresno State College. Go Bulldogs.
He later started his own insurance company, Del
Bern Insurance Agency, Inc. Del was very well liked
by all. His personality was amazing. He belonged to
the Lions club and Elks for 50 years. He was also a
member of the Moose Lodge.
He always enjoyed going to Bass Lake, CA. Have
pole, will travel. Fishing was his favorite. He also
enjoyed taking cruises to Alaska, and Hawaii, as well
as snow skiing, photography, and horses. San Diego was his favorite place to be.
Del will be missed. He was one of a kind.
Del is survived by his wife of 34 years, Joan, daughter, Kerri, son in law, Dan
and extended family.
The world is full of beauty when the heart is full of love. If I had a flower for
every time I thought of Del, I would walk miles in my garden.

Verlon L. McKay 1936 -2021
It is with heavy hearts that we
announce the passing of our dearly
loved Verlon AKA “Bubba.”
Born in Maud, Oklahoma to Roy and
Melvina McKay, Verlon had seven
brothers and sisters. The family moved
to Wichita when Verlon was eleven.
He met Julia Zimmerman, his high
school sweetheart, and they celebrated
64 years of marriage this year. Verlon
and Julia moved their family to
Fullerton almost 50 years ago.
Verlon was raised on a farm and
worked from age four until his passing. Verlon graduated from Wichita
State University and remained a WSU
supporter and avid Shocker basketball
fan throughout his life. He was a CPA,
specializing in business and tax advising and founded McKay & Carnahan.

All three of
his children
and four of his
grandchildren
joined
the
family business.
Verlon
is
survived by
his beloved
wife, Julia, sister, Vera McKay, children, Debby Cathers (Rich), Alan
McKay (Jeanie), Cheryl Moffatt
(Jonathan), 8 grandchildren and 7
great-grandchildren.
In lieu of flowers, the family would
be grateful for contributions to The
Michael J. Fox Foundation for
Parkinson’s research:
www.michaeljfox.org/donate

Mary Carol Bullard 1941 - 2021
Mary Carol Bullard, long time
Fullerton California resident, passed
away peacefully on October 20, two
days shy of her 80th birthday. Mary
was born among cotton and pecan
fields in Las Cruces, New Mexico, but
gold rush fever quickly took her to the
orange groves of California.
Mary always knew her love would
be teaching. Mary completed educational degrees from New Mexico State
University and taught briefly in New
Mexico before moving to California
where she taught at schools in Buena
Park. Mary was loved and respected
by her students and parents. She
received many awards during her time
as a teacher. In 1995, Mary was named
Teacher of the year at Buena Park’s
Emery Elementary School.
Mary was a world traveler, with trips
to Europe, Africa, South America,
Alaska, China, and Hong Kong. She
was an accomplished photographer
and captured and shared her travels
with others through wonderful albums
and slideshows.
Music filled many of Mary’s days.

With her flute
held high, she
played with the
Fullerton
Community
Orchestra.
Everyone knew
Mary’s house
and its wonderful succulent gardens,
with its roots from the Fullerton
Arboretum.
Mary was preceded in death by her
parents Dillard Bullard and Virginia
Netherwood. Mary is survived by her
brother Jim Bullard and his wife
Gail. She also leaves three nephews,
Steve, Mark, and Robert, and niece
Lauren.
In lieu of flowers and gifts, the
family requests donations be made to
a charity of the donor’s choosing.
A Celebration of Life service will
be held on Saturday, November 20, at
2pm at McAulay & Wallace Funeral
Home, 902 N Harbor Blvd, Fullerton,
CA 92832.
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Orlene Jencks Foss 1924 - 2021

Orlene Jencks Foss was born in Fullerton,
California December 7, 1924 and passed away on
October 27, 2021 in Newport Beach, California.
Orlene graduated from Fullerton High School and
UCLA, married Herbert Pete Foss and resided in
Newport Beach, CA.
She is survived by her children Carolyn Foss
Schwind (Steve), Rob Foss (Cathy Jo), Tom Foss
(Stancie), and was also grandmother to 8 grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren.
Orlene was a member of St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church for over 50 years. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made
in honor of Orlene to St Andrew’s Deacon Fund. St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church, 600 St. Andrew’s Road, Newport Beach, CA 92663.

Angelina J. Hayes 1928 - 2021
Angelina “Angie” Hayes passed
peacefully at her home in Fullerton,
CA, on October 31, 2021, at the age of
93. Born in Carpinteria and eventually
relocating to Fullerton, she and her
husband David Hayes, raised five
children: George Everett, Loretta
Easley, Jo Anna Wagner, Bonnie
Hayes, and Bridget Montero, all who
mourn her passing. She leaves behind
her children, seven grandchildren,
two great grandchildren, and her sister
Rose Adair of Santa Barbara. Coming
to Fullerton in 1973, she was a faithful congregant of St. Juliana
Falconieri Church and served as a
eucharistic minister. Angie was an
exceptional athlete and was a winning
East Fullerton Bobby Sox softball
coach. She and her friend pioneered
the first girls’ soccer team in the
1970s with the Fullerton Rangers

Soccer Club. She
was a fun-loving,
b i l i n g u a l
teacher’s aide
with the Head
Start program,
and previously worked at Lear
Siegler. She loved to sing, dance,
explore the outdoors, and watch her
“spookies.”
Funeral mass to be celebrated
November 15 at 11am at Saint Joseph
Church,
1532
Linden
Ave.,
Carpinteria, CA. Wake/rosary begins
at 10am followed by graveside services for both Angie and Dave at the
Carpinteria Cemetery District, 1501
Cravens Lane. In lieu of flowers, it
would honor Angie to send charitable
contributions to The Quinault Indian
Nation, Finance Dept., P.O. Box 70,
Taholah, WA, 98587.

David Oliver Thorsen 1927 -2021
David Oliver Thorsen, Professor
Emeritus and founding member of the
School of Music, Cal State Fullerton,
passed away on Sunday, October 10,
2021, surrounded by family in
Fullerton, California where he resided
for 57 years.
Born in Holland, Michigan on June
6, 1927, Dave is the son of Oliver
Theodore Thorsen and Nora Arntzen
Thorsen who settled in Escanaba,
Michigan, where Dave spent his
formative years with his younger
sister, Norma. All four grandparents
had emigrated from Norway to
Michigan in the late 1800s.
At the age of sixteen, Dave moved
to Long Beach, California with his
family and attended Long Beach
Polytechnic High School. He enlisted
in the U.S. Navy at graduation in 1945
to serve in WWII and was assigned for
duty at the Naval Hospital in Corona,
CA where he was a medic for the next
eighteen months.
After an honorable discharge from
the navy, Dave began his formal
college education by enrolling as a
music education major receiving
music degrees from both University of
Redlands and Occidental College
along with a California teaching
credential. At Redlands, he met
Cathrynn Ellen Bossard. They were
married on July 12, 1952 and
welcomed son Paul David in 1954,
and daughter Karen Marie in 1961.
They were married for 64 years.
In 1960, at age 33, he was asked by
the president of the newly-opened
Orange County State College, which
eventually became California State
University, Fullerton, to join the music
department. Charged with building the

choral program, Dave continued to
strengthen the department throughout
his 35 years on the music faculty.
After retiring in 1995, CSUF
honored him by naming the choir
rehearsal room Thorsen Hall.
His childhood hobby was magic and,
after retirement, he went back to
CSUF to teach magic classes in the
Theater Department. He was invited to
teach at the Academy of Magical Arts
in Hollywood, which he did for the
next 20 years. He also performed
onstage and when asked, “How did
you do that?” he would answer with a
straight face, “Very well.”
Dave is survived by his son Paul
Thorsen (Gail), his daughter Karen
McClung (William), niece Maren
Killian, six grandchildren Alia
Thorsen, Jericho Azizi (Komron),
Ashley Robertson (Ryan), Micah
McClung, Jason McClung, Katie
Grace
McClung,
two
greatgrandchildren, Jared and Elliana
Robertson.
A memorial service is planned for
Spring, 2022. Details will be
announced at a later time.
Contributions honoring the memory
of David Thorsen can be made by
calling (657) 278-8683 or via email at
ergarcia@fullerton.edu

HOW TO SEND A TRIBUTE Fullerton residents: 185 words & one photo are free, 5” by 3.75” For more information call (714) 525-6402 or email ads@fullertonobserver.com.
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Veterans Day Parade and Ceremony at Hillcrest Park. PHOTO BY JERE GREENE

Fullerton Celebrates Veteran’s Day by Ed Paul
After missing 2020 due to COVID,
November 11 was celebrated with the
34th Veterans Day Parade and
Ceremony in the City of Fullerton where
hundreds lined Harbor Blvd to view the
parade. Leading the parade was the
2019 outstanding marching unit Troy
High School Navy JROTC color guard.
Fullerton City Council members and
other local political leaders, over 100
veterans, 550 JROTC cadets from
Buena Park, Fullerton, La Habra,
Sonora and Troy High Schools and the
Fullerton Union High School Marching
Band were escorted by the Fullerton
Police and Fire Departments from the
Downtown Plaza to Hillcrest Park. Troy

Sign up for Your
Vaccine/Booster
Everyone is encouraged to
register and inquire through all
available resources.
Go to the California Vaccine scheduling site at: myturn.ca.gov.

High School also carried the 50 State
flags.
Patriotic speaker, Brigadier General
Stewart E. Werner, US Army, 451st
Expeditionary Sustainment Command,
gave an inspirational speech about serving and honoring those who have
served, including the families who support them and recognized the commitment of all the JROTC cadets that
marched in the parade. Werner is a
Distinguished Graduate of West Point
and teaches military history at UCLA.
Also participating in the ceremony
were Candra Valco and Mariann Aita,
Fullerton Emblem Club 469, Kristen
Romero-Vocalist,
Miles
Kaspar-

Fullerton
American
Chaplain,
Legion Post 142 and the Fullerton
Police Honor Guard led by Lt. Tony
Bogart. Ed Paul, Fullerton American
Legion Post 142, served as master of
ceremonies. Along with Marilyn and
Jeff Harris, Fullerton
American
Legion
Post
142,
BG Barra
presented the Best Marching Unit
award for 2021 to Sonora High
School
Army
JROTC
Cadet
Commander LTC Yahaira
Morales and instructors LTC Hans
Hunt and MSG Fritz Saalmann, US
Army (Ret). Sonora High School
will have the honor of being the
lead color guard in the 2022 parade.

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021
ANSWER
KEY
PUZZLE
“HAPPY

TO

THANKSGIVING!”
on page 4:

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since 2014.
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South Fullerton Trail
“Part of being healthy in a neighbor- Council ultimately voted to seek prohood is having trails and parks,” Jones posals for.
said. “The community has spoken. The
When asked if he was using political
community wants this trail and needs spending and influence to benefit finanthe trail.”
cially in this area, Bushala told The
“This is in the most disadvantaged Observer, “I support people who will
part of town,” Zahra said. “This is a listen to new ideas from outside City
need for an area that is very poor in Hall. If those ideas come from me, I
trails and open space.”
expect people that I have supported will
Many residents of the neighborhood be amenable to listening.”
spoke in favor of the current trail proWhen asked what he would like to see
posal, and against the RFP, believing happen in that area, Bushala said, “The
that it could diminish or jeopardize the proposed RFP should be for the entire
project.
35 acres surrounding the UP right-of“This is going to bring 166 new trees,” way, an area that includes lots of unproEgleth Nunnci said. “We have the ductive and frankly, blighted uses…
money, we have the staff, we have the hopefully with the flexibility afforded
plan. Let’s make this a reality. by a mixed-use zone overlay on the curOtherwise, letters are going to go direct- rent Industrial Zone.” He called the Trail
ly to Sacramento.”
as currently proposed by staff, “a huge
“Give us green areas, better health for waste of money with no understandeverybody, and above all we need to ing…of downstream issues like security
fight against climate change. It’s already and maintenance.”
here,” Veronica Moran said.
The Observer reached out to
“Please take into
Councilmember Jung to
account the voice of
comment on allegations
the residents, those of
that his idea to seek
Many residents
us who need these
alternate proposals for
of the neighborhood the UP right-of-way
areas,” Alma Vilches
said.
were influenced by
spoke in favor
“I am a resident of
Bushala.
of the current trail
the south part of
“Absolutely not,” Jung
proposal, and
Fullerton,”
Pilar
said.
“I
seconded
against the RFP,
Maldonado said. “In
Councilmember Silva’s
the south of Fullerton,
motion
to
receive
believing that it
we do not have a trail
options
that
include
a
could diminish
which is safe to be able
trail for the UP Right-ofor jeopardize
to walk and do exerWay because both the
the project.
cise. Most of us live in
Council and the public
apartment complexes
should have as many
without a space to be
choices as possible to
able to do physical
deliberate over.”
activity...Please approve construction of
Bushala is also Councilmember
the Union Pacific Trail, to be able to Jung’s appointee to the Union Pacific
improve the health of our community.” Park Ad Hoc Committee, which will be
Councilmember Silva said that the providing direction to Council on future
vast majority of trails are north of uses of the long-closed park, which is
Chapman, and that the UP trail would near the proposed trail.
bring some equity for south Fullerton.
When asked if he felt this was a conZahra pointed out that Tony Bushala, flict of interest, Bushala said, “I don't
who was the only member of the public have a conflict of interest. I have a conto speak in favor of the RFP, is a politi- gruence of interest.”
cal campaign donor and major property
Jung said, “I fully expect any and all
owner in that area who has expressed Commissioners to complete the required
interest in developing this area. Bushala disclosure forms necessary and recuse
owns approximately 30% of the proper- themselves from items where there is a
ties along this portion of the Union conflict of interest.”
Pacific right-of-way and has proposed
According to campaign disclosure
his own plan called the Fullerton Rail forms, in the 2020 election, Bushala
District for the area. The City later con- contributed to Mayor Pro Tem Nick
ceived its own development plan, using Dunlap’s campaign. His political action
the term Rail District, as well.
committee (Fullerton Taxpayers for
Dr. Jones also said, “The optics of vot- Reform) spent several thousand dollars
ing for this land when a major donor to on mailings and signs in support of nowsome of you wants to buy this Mayor
Bruce
Whitaker
and
land...Come on. This is a serious con- Councilmember Fred Jung. In 2018,
flict of interest.”
Bushala also contributed to Zahra and
Bushala called into the meeting during Silva.
public comment and spoke via Zoom.
The Observer has submitted a public
He suggested making the area “a multi- records request for conflict of interest
modal right-of-way, which would be forms regarding the UP Park committee,
available for pedestrians, for vehicles, and is waiting on their release from the
for bicycles.” This was essentially what City.
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A portion of the proposed new trail area along the old Union Pacific right-of way.
Mayor Pro Tem Dunlap said he wants
to look at ideas for the UP Park area and
trail as a whole.
“Reality is, there are three large city
driven initiatives taking place in the
neighborhood focused on parks, housing
and trails,” Dunlap told The Observer.
“My belief is that these initiatives
should be complimentary/integrated and
not piecemeal as has become the norm
for Fullerton over the years.”
Mayor Whitaker, who supported the
RFP for a “multi-modal” right-of-way,
said, “I see potential for it to be a trail
with other options...I am concerned that
if this is merely a trail, it can become an
attractive nuisance…I see it as being
essential that we have some amount of
commercial development maybe intermittently along this trail to make sure
we have eyes on the trail and to make

sure it doesn’t become an unsafe area.”
After the meeting, Councilmember
Zahra he told The Observer, “The final
compromise deal was nothing but an
example of how disadvantaged communities get trampled on. It appeared on
the surface to keep a trail ‘element’ in
the RFP, but that means ‘options’ with
less than a full width trail. So, does the
open space deficient south side—that is
predominantly Latino and low
income—not deserve a full greenway
trail? Why do our most vulnerable
neighborhoods suddenly have to compromise an already State funded and
planned open space project and to
whose benefit? This is the definition of
environmental injustice. The community will be watching how this sham of a
process turns out and who ultimately
benefits.”

