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Downtown
Blanquel
Popular Art
store gets
reprieve
by Judith Kaluzny
Mexican art and furniture store
Blanquel Popular Art, at risk in
September of being replaced by an alcohol enterprise, has been reprieved. The
property owner’s application for a conditional use permit (CUP) was continued to an indefinite time by the Planning
Commission on November 17 after the
owner’s second request for a continuance. Semilla, a family-owned plant
shop opened in March 2021, would also
be replaced by the proposed bar.
A number of citizens attended the
meeting to speak on the topic, only to
find another continuance. The first hearing had been September 15 when associate planner Christine Hernandez and
planning manager Heather Allen had
recommended approval of the CUP for a
new restaurant with a license to sell
beer, wine, and distilled spirits, along
with entertainment.

5 HONORED AT WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP FORUM
by Jane Rands
Event founder and Assemblymember
Sharon Quirk-Silva hosted the 17th
Annual Fullerton Women's Leadership
Forum along with former Fullerton City
Councilmember Pam Keller and the
Women's Club of Fullerton (WCOF) at
the Community Center on December 1.
Five honorees were selected to receive
leadership awards, many of whom were
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See Blanquel, Page 2

Front row, second from left to right: Aimee Aul, Elvia Rubalcava, Jinan Montecristo, Gardenia Margarita Montero, and
Leanna Forcucci were honored at the Women’s Leadership Forum. PHOTO BY CHLOE MORENO

affected by the pandemic.
Musician and artist Aimee Aul
received the Public Service Award. She
had been known for her Creative Coop
projects at the Fullerton Museum Center
(FMC) and leading the Haunted
Fullerton Tours. More recently, since
she began working at the Community
Center during the pandemic when FMC
was closed, she is now recognized as the
person in the “Discover Fullerton on

Foot” YouTube videos.
Aul was raised in a musical family.
She developed her musical talent by
learning flute at Patrick's School of
Music as a child. After completing her
music degree at CSUF, she studied art at
Fullerton College. She also wrote for the
Fullerton Observer under the guidance
of its founder, Ralph Kennedy. In her
closing remarks she said,
See Women’s Leadership, Page 3
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Workers strike at Republic facility in Anaheim. PHOTO BY ADAN ALVAREZ

Fullerton Trash Pickup on Hold
as Workers Strike by Saskia Kennedy
Four hundred sanitation employees
went on strike beginning December 9, citing unfair employment practices by
Republic Services, causing a delay in
trash and recycling services for Fullerton
and other surrounding cities.
Teamsters Local 396, representing the
employees, has been in negotiations with
Republic since the contract expired
September 30.
The strike is expected to disrupt waste
hauling during the holiday season,
impacting both residential communities
and businesses.

Neither side has said how long negotiations will take.
“We want an end to employee harassment and to the threats of reprisal against
employees who participate in union activities,” Union Representative Adan
Alvarez said. “We have been working
with extreme shortages through the pandemic. We have been working 12 to 14
hours per day. We want a fair living wage.
Our work is essential, and we want
respect in the workplace,” Alvarez told
The Observer.
See Strike, Page 2

Ignoring established policy, City
council voted 3-2 (Zahra and Silva
“no”) to select Fred Jung as the new
Mayor and Bruce Whitaker as Mayor
Pro Tem.
Each December, the City Council
votes to appoint a Mayor and Mayor Pro
from among themselves. In October
2020, Council approved a new policy to
appoint the Mayor and the Mayor Pro
Tem.
See New Mayor, Page 5
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Congratulations Fullerton Bears: The Fullerton Bears were given certificates of recognition by the City Council on December 7 for winning the
2021 Orange County Junior All American Football Conference (OCJAAF) Super Bowl. Great job, Bears. PHOTO BY SASKIA KENNEDY

OC Power Authority Top Official Resigns
by Matthew Leslie
Less than a year into her position, the
Chief Operating Officer of the Orange
County Power Authority abruptly
resigned last week following reports of a
conflict between herself and OCPA CEO
Brian Probolsky. Antonia CastroGraham, a key employee who helped to
lay the groundwork for the green energy
choice agency that includes Fullerton,
Buena Park, Huntington Beach, Irvine,
and unincorporated areas of the County,
submitted a letter of resignation Friday,
Dec. 3.
The Orange County Power Authority
was formed to allow both residents and
businesses to choose clean energy alternatives at competitive rates beginning in
2022.
The Voice of OC reported that
Graham’s departure occurred after an

exchange between herself and
Probolsky during the live broadcast of a
public meeting, and that in her letter of
resignation she wrote that she could not
work in a place where she was not
respected.
Fullerton Mayor Fred Jung, who
serves as Vice Chairman of OCPA’s
five-member Board of Directors, said
that Graham was “integral to the inception and current progress of the Orange
County Power Authority,” and that her
“knowledge and acumen in the industry
is widely admired.”
Angela Lindstrom, one of two
Fullerton residents on the agency’s
Community Advisory Committee, said
she was saddened by the loss of
Graham’s
leadership.
Lindstrom
described Graham as “bright” and
“energetic,” and said she “brought her
public service experience and network

of resources to execute OCPA's mission
with diligence.”
Lindstrom lamented the loss of a
woman in the role of OCPA’s COO. “I
am also disappointed from an organizational perspective because women are
still very underrepresented in leadership
roles in public administration. Antonia's
departure isn't moving the gender gap in
the right direction.”
Graham holds master’s degrees in
both public administration and sustainability and teaches courses on sustainability at CSUF and Irvine Valley
College. Prior to being hired as one of
OCPA’s first employees, she served as
Deputy City Manager for the city of
Fullerton, and earlier, the city of
Huntington Beach where “she partnered
with the University of California, Irvine
and the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory (NREL) to create an

Antonia Castro-Graham
advanced energy community in a disadvantaged part of the city,” according to
OCPA’s website.
Despite Graham leaving, Mayor Jung
is optimistic about OCPA’s future. “The
Orange County Power Authority has
consistent and distinguished leadership
on its Board of Directors, and I am confident their guidance will continue to
move the agency forward. “

Strike affects trash pickup
during the holidays

Blanquel Popular Art owner Florencio Blanquel outside his store. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

Blanquel Popular Art Continued from front page
The commissioners refused Allen’s request
to continue the hearing to February 16, 2022.
They voted unanimously to continue to a date
uncertain. “They will have to start over,”
Chair Elizabeth Hansburg said. She also
questioned what advance notice of the continuance was given to the public. Notice had
been posted online under “Staff Report” for
that agenda item.
The property at issue at 109 South Harbor
Boulevard is owned by “109 SOCO LLC,” a
limited liability corporation with principal

offices in West Covina. The mailing address
is in Encino, which is the address of LeWinter
Law Group. Anthony A. LeWinter is the
organizer of the corporation, according to
California Secretary of State records. The
chief executive officer, according to those
records, is Carlo G. Terranova. The type of
business is described as “Real Estate
Investment.”
LeWinter and Terranova did not respond to
telephonic requests for comment regarding
future plans for 109 SOCO.

contract negotiations covering
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EPA accepting public comments on proposed
McColl Superfund site agreement by Matthew Leslie
California’s Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC) has issued a
Notice of Partial Consent Decree (CD)
advising the public that DTSC has
entered into an agreement with Shell
Oil, Chevron, and Atlantic Richfield for
the McColl Superfund Site in Fullerton.
The proposed Partial CD is meant to
recover some of the costs incurred by
the state of California in responding to
the release of hazardous substances at
the site. The United States EPA entered
into its own Partial CD with the named
oil companies in 1994 to recover its own
costs, as well as some of the State's
claim.
The 22-acre McColl Superfund site,

located at Rosecrans and Sunny Ridge
Drive in the northwest area of the city,
was formerly an oil waste disposal area.
During the 1940s over 70,000 cubic
yards of petroleum refinery waste were
dumped unto unlined pits, or sumps, on
the site. In the following two decades
drilling mud was dumped over some of
the sumps to control odors while the Los
Coyotes Country Club golf course was
built.
Houses were later built near the site,
which was subsequently found to be
contaminated with benzene, thiophane,
and toxic metals that threatened groundwater. In the 1990s the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

JP23 owner sues OC resident
over emails to Fullerton
Councilmembers
by Saskia Kennedy
Jacob Poozhikala, ower of JP23
Urban Kitchen and Bar in Downtown
Fullerton filed a libel lawsuit on
November 3 against Luis Huang, who
sent an e-mail to Fullerton City
Councilmembers which accused the
owner and security guards at JP23 of
rape.
Huang’s attorney Jeffrey Lewis,
who countered the lawsuit with a
Special Motion to Strike on December
9, said that Huang was moved by the
story of Samantha Velasquez who said
she believed she had been drugged at
JP23 Urban Kitchen restaurant/bar,
and later raped and left in a parking
structure on August 2.
Samantha’s story was widely reported by news agencies, including The
Observer, as well as online.
Responding to the accounts, Huang
wrote
to
Fullerton
City
Councilmembers voicing his concern
that the City was unsafe and asked the

council to act and show support for
Samantha Velasquez.
Huang’s email, meant for City
Councilmembers only, was passed on
to Poozhikala, who filed a lawsuit
against Huang through his attorney,
Jennifer Harris.
The lawsuit states that Huang “has
engaged in the shaming and mass circulation of false statements regarding
Plaintiffs.”
Contacted by The Observer,
Poozhikala said he will sue anyone
who calls him a rapist.
“I have to defend myself against
slander,” Poozhikala said.
According to Lewis, “This case is
nothing more than an attempt by
Plaintiffs Jacob Poozhikala and JP23
Hospitality Company, Inc. to silence
pleas to local government for action to
keep the city of Fullerton safe.”
The hearing will take place at
Orange County Superior Court, Santa
Ana in January 2022.

Time to Conserve Water
Governor Newsom has expanded the statewide drought emergency to
include Orange County. The Governor has asked all Californian's to reduce
water consumption by 15% due to drought conditions in northern California
and along the Colorado River.
To learn more about water conservation visit BeWaterWise.com

(EPA) capped the sumps, walled them
off from groundwater, and lined
drainage channels to contain the toxins.
The golf course was eventually
expanded to cover the closed area, but
EPA continues to review the safety of
the site every five years.
DTSC will accept public comments on
the proposed agreement between the
dates of December 10, 2021 and January
10, 2022.
Comments must be in written form,
and may be mailed to Mr. Nicholas Ta,
Project Manager, Site Mitigation &
Restoration Program, Department of
Toxic Substances Control, 5796
Corporate Ave, Cypress, CA 90630, or

emailed to Nicholas.Ta@dtsc.ca.gov.
No public meeting has been scheduled
during the comment period.
A question concerning the discrepancy
between a notice issued in August saying Shell Oil was paying $29 million
and 58% of future cleanup and monitoring costs and the new information that
the combined oil companies are paying
only $8.1 million towards those costs
has been submitted to the EPA.
To learn more go to:
www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/pro
file_report?global_id=30290001

Women’s Leadership Forum
Continued from front page
“I love my work. I love my town.”
The Philanthropic Award went to
Leanna Forcucci, co-owner of CF Dance
Academy and the Classic Ballroom in
downtown Fullerton and current Chair
of the Fullerton Collaborative. She gives
back because she received help from
others that enabled her to finish her college degree when she was 23 years old,
single, and raising twins. She described
her first project to give-back as an Easter
Egg hunt for single moms in recovery.
When Forcucci was 30, her mother,
who owned and ran the CD Dance
Academy in Buena Park died of breast
cancer. Forcucci moved the dance studio
to Fullerton where she learned of the
Fullerton Collaborative, joined it and
began to learn more about non-profits.
She wanted her business to demonstrate that she is “not consumed by making money” but is supportive of children
and families. Just as she had to struggle
to bring her business back after the pandemic, she understands what her students and their parents are going through
as they face difficulties. She gave a special thank-you to the Dancing Angels.
They are parents of dance students who
donate their time and talent to help students and provide scholarships.
Jinan Montecristo is the co-owner and
operator, with her husband Juan Carlos,
of Les Amis, a Lebanese restaurant in
the heart of downtown since 2010.
Montecristo received the Business
Leadership Award. During the pandemic
she managed to keep her business open.
She embraces challenges as a “test of
determination.”
She said she keeps a strict accounting
of her behaviors throughout the day,
ends it with a self-assessment and “prays
to be a better person each day.” She
thanked her husband, siblings, and parents but gave a special “thank-you” to
her son for being the “easiest child to
raise” and hoped that he would “one day
know what it has all been for.”

Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva
The Rising Star Award went to a former kindergarten student of Keller and
Quirk-Silva,
Gardenia
Margarita
Montero. Neither she nor her twin brother spoke English then. But after passing
the California Bar Exam in 2021, she is
now an attorney with degrees from
UCLA and Western State College of
Law.
She said she “feels privileged to be
recognized as a leader in the city where
she grew up. She recalls as a child she
was conscious of others around her and
protective of her brother. She said her
two kindergarten teachers were early
role models. She looked up to her father
from whom she learned that a leader
cares for others. She also learned from
her mother who was “quiet but a planner
and organizer.” She thanked all those
who “encouraged and guided her.”
The last award winner to speak was
Elvia Rubalcava, the Interim Director of
the Fullerton Museum Center (FMC).
She received the Warrior Award for her
leadership that has brought back the
FMC after being shut down due to the
pandemic. She is a director, producer,
and an award-winning playwright who
has also led community programs in
Fullerton for 18 years.
She said that despite those who “will
talk” and “question and criticize” you,
you should remain true to yourself and
“no one will break you down.” She
acknowledged that her successes have
not been achieved alone. She thanked
her family, FMC employees, volunteers,
board members, and board president
Janet Bousan, her sister, mother, niece,
nephew, and husband. She dedicated her
award to her father and former FMC
employee Alexa Martinez and to the
Public Service Award winner Amy Aul,
her “bleeding heart sister.”
To see the list of past honorees over
the last 17 years, go www.fullertonwomenleadership.com.
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES
The Council meets at 6:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are
available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or by email to:
council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

Rabbi Levi
Blesofsky
from Chabad
Beth Meir
HaCohen
Synagogue
lighting the
menorah
at city council.
The last night
of Hanukkah
was
December 6.

December 7 Meeting
CLOSED SESSION
Before every public City Council
meeting, there is a closed session during
which Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of
the public.
During this meeting, Council met
with staff to discuss negotiations with
the City’s fire and municipal employee
unions regarding salaries, benefits, and
working conditions.
Council also discussed the ongoing
recruitment of a permanent City
Manager.

Short-Term
Rentals/ADUs
Council directed staff to create an
ordinance that would allow short-term
rentals in accessory dwelling units
(ADUs) that were permitted prior to
January 1, 2020. Recent changes to
ADU law restricts them from occupation as short-term rentals.
The intent was to preserve rental
housing for long-term tenants to help
address the State’s housing crisis. The
City has received multiple correspondence from a resident claiming that the
City should allow short-term rental
units within ADUs constructed pursuant
to building permits issued prior to the
January 1, 2020, effective date of the
State law.
The resident has filed a complaint
with the State Department of Housing
and Community Development.

The Pines at Sunrise
sent back to Planning
Commission
Council voted 3-2 (Silva and Jung
“no”) to send a large housing development project, The Pines at Sunrise
Village (at the corner of Euclid and
Rosecrans), back to the Planning
Commission for review.
Shopoff Realty Investments has proposed the redevelopment of a 12.52acre site at the Sunrise Village Shopping
Center. The project involves the demolition of 108,300 square feet of existing
on-site uses (45% vacancy) and the construction of a 164-dwelling unit residential community, including 49 detached
single-family residential homes and 115
townhomes.
Approval would require changing the
site’s zoning from Commercial to
low/medium density Residential.
The Planning Commission held a public hearing on October 27 and recommended (on a 4-1 vote) that City
Council approve the project with a creek
restoration public benefit.
Many residents who live around the
proposed project and business owners
on the site, spoke against the project,
citing concerns over displacing longstanding small businesses, density, and
traffic impacts.
A few commenters, some of whom are
members of the Building Industry
Association, spoke in favor of the project, citing the need for housing, and the
fact that the applicant met all legal
requirements.

Tenant-Based Rental
Assistance extended

LOST DOG

PLEASE CONTACT

562-686-2707

IF YOU SEE HIM

Council voted unanimously to extend
the City’s Tenant-Based Rental
Assistance Program for an additional
two years for qualifying senior or disabled residents living in the Rancho La
Paz or Rancho Fullerton mobile home
parks and qualifying senior veterans
citywide.
The program will be funded with up to
$300,000 federal HOME funds.
To learn more contact Fullerton's
Housing & Neighborhood Services
(714) 738-6544.
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Council Approves Budget Cuts and
use of Federal Relief Funds
After being deadlocked for several
meetings over whether to make budget
cuts and how to allocate the nearly $33
million the City has received in federal
relief funds, a 3-2 Council majority
(Zahra and Silva “no”) finally voted
after 1am on Wednesday, December 8 to
make 2.5% across-the-board budget
cuts, use nearly $12 million of the relief
funds to backfill government operations,
and to hold nearly 37 city positions
vacant for a savings of nearly $4 million.
This leaves $20.8 million for non-budgeted
projects
and
programs.
Councilmember Nick Dunlap and
Mayor Pro Tem Bruce Whitaker have
said they would like to use the majority
of this for repairing roads.
“When we’re talking general fund
monies, we commit no money to road
repair,” Whitaker said. “And so the
result over many years is that we’re
extremely deficient in that area, and
that’s why I still strongly advocate for a
good amount of value to go toward
streets and roads.”
While there is no general fund money
dedicated to infrastructure, there is
around $26 million in the Capital
Improvements Budget for infrastructure.
The chosen budget scenario would
leave a contingency reserve of around
17 percent.

City staff did not do a breakdown of
how a 2.5% cut would impact staffing
levels, but at an earlier study session,
they estimated the impact of a 2% cut,
which would be a reduction of 14 positions: six police, five fire, one administrative services, one library, 0.7 from
community and economic development,
and 0.5 from the City Clerk’s office.
The report states that these cuts, on
top of current vacancies, would result in
“significant negative impact on city
service levels.”
These cuts will also involve reductions in City services and programs,
including closing Independence Park
gym and racquetball building, eliminating the First Night in Fullerton event,
the Fishing Derby, and the Tree Lighting
Ceremony.
City Council has recently allocated up
to $1.3 million of ARPA funds to the
Navigation Center for homeless beds for
Fullerton residents and $150,000 to the
Fullerton Museum Association.
During public comment, some residents and city employees spoke against
budget cuts.
Ed Bargas, president of the Fullerton
Municipal Employees Federation, said,
“We maintain the parks, libraries, city
hall, public works, and infrastructure.
Please provide more revenue for us to
keep up the services to the city.”

Redistricting Advisory Commission to Hold
First Public Hearing December 15
Fullerton’s Redistricting Advisory Commission will hold their first public hearing
on December 15 at 6:30pm at Fullerton City Hall (303 West Commonwealth Ave).
The Commission, which is responsible for advising City Council on newlyformed City Council district boundaries. will receive a report on the redistricting
process and permissible criteria to consider when redrawing district boundaries and
receive public input on district boundaries. The public may participate in person or
via Zoom.

City Council to discuss limits to SB 9
State Mandate Ends Single Family Zoning
Tuesday, Dec. 21 at 6:30pm City Hall
Participate in person or via Zoom
by Jane Reifer
The City Council will have an
opportunity to protect Fullerton’s
neighborhoods with an Urgency
Ordinance on Dec. 21 at 6:30pm to
reduce the impacts of SB 9 which is
scheduled to go into effect on
January 1, 2022. SB 9 allows developers to build 4-6 units on most single family lots throughout the entire
city, with the exception of designated historic landmarks and districts,
leaving non-designated historic
neighborhoods unprotected, the
same as recently built neighborhoods. SB 9 would not allow public
hearings for the vast majority of
projects it permits, a concept sometimes known as “by right.”
Mayor Fred Jung requested the
Urgency Ordinance following public
comment by former Mayor Greg
Sebourn who said, “SB 9 is taking
local control over development
away from cities." Sebourn also
expressed concerns that SB9 would
attract "international investors" to
fund residential lots for conversion,
remove affordability, and displace

families with, "no requirements to
mitigate impacts to city infrastructure."
When asked for comment, former
Mayor Leland Wilson stated, “I’m in
the Real Estate industry, but this is
going way too far. I understand the
need for affordable housing, but SB9
lets for-profit developers come in
and change the character of the city
and its neighborhoods with no way
to stop them and, not surprisingly,
with no requirement for affordability. This will price people out of the
City.”
While cities throughout the state
are penning local ordinances to try
to lessen the impact of SB9, some
are also challenging the law, arguing
that cities should retain their traditional role in deciding the appropriate level of development in their
communities. Also in the works is a
statewide citizens initiative funded
by the Brand-Huang-Mendoza
Tripartisan Land Use Initiative
Committee that would re-establish
local planning, zoning, and decisionmaking after SB9 goes into effect.
(OurNeighborhoodVoices.com)
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Fullerton falls short of
housing affordability goals
by Jesse La Tour
The city of Fullerton hosted a study
session on December 8 regarding the
recently-released Housing Element, an
important document that outlines both
how the City has done in achieving its
stated goal of “a supply of safe housing
ranging in cost and type to meet the
needs of all segments of the community,” and how the City plans to meet the
housing needs of residents at all income
levels over the next eight years.
According to the Housing Element,
Fullerton continues to fall short of its
housing affordability goals. An important part of the Housing Element is the
Regional Housing Needs Assessment
(RHNA), a projection of Fullerton’s
housing needs across all income sectors.
Between 2013 and 2021, Fullerton set
a goal of approving 710 housing units
accessible to low and very low-income
residents. Only 410 were built.
Meanwhile, Fullerton set a goal to
approve 794 housing units for abovemoderate-income
residents.
In
fact,1,230 were built.
Thus, during the last planning period,
Fullerton far exceeded its goals for higher-income housing, and fell far short of
its goals for affordable housing.
The city of Fullerton does not build
housing. However, through its zoning
code and other regulatory tools, the City
has a lot of control over what type of
housing gets built and where it gets
built.
The current RHNA numbers are significantly higher than last time. Whereas
the goal for total number of housing
units was 1,841 from 2013-2021, the
goal for 2021-2029 is 13,209 units. This
increase reflects the statewide housing
affordability crisis.
The draft Housing Element states, “As
in many areas of California, demand for
housing in Fullerton exceeds supply and
housing costs are higher than what is
affordable to many households, especially the lower-income segments of the
population. The needs of groups such as

seniors, service workers, and persons
with disabilities are also not being adequately met by current housing options.
The policies and programs set forth
[here] are intended to expand the supply
of housing for all segments of the population to help ensure that Fullerton’s current residents and workforce will have
the opportunity to live in the City.”
The Housing Element lists some successes that the City has achieved over
the past eight years in facilitating affordable housing projects, including the
Compass Rose Apartments (45 units for
very-low and low income households),
Habitat for Humanity completed eight
three-bedroom units and has an additional four under construction, and the
City is in the process of working with an
affordable housing developer for surplus
land at 1600 W. Commonwealth.

Housing (un)affordability
in Fullerton
The Housing Element contains data
about housing and affordability in
Fullerton.
According to federal and state guidelines, housing is considered “affordable” if monthly housing cost is no more
than 30% of a household’s gross
income.
Among Fullerton’s renter households,
58 percent spend 30 percent or more of
gross income on housing. Additionally,
27 percent of renter households in
Fullerton spend 50 percent or more of
gross income on housing.
According to recent HUD data, households with extremely low incomes (ELI)
experience the highest rate of overpayment, with 77 percent of Fullerton ELI
households paying over 50 percent of
income for housing.
One visible consequence of housing
unaffordability is the rise in homelessness. According to the most recent
Point-in-Time survey conducted in
January 2019, there were approximately
308 unsheltered homeless persons in
Fullerton, and an additional 165 living

Planning Commission Chair Resigns
Elizabeth Hansburg resigned her position as Chair of the Planning
Commission at the end of a housing
study session meeting on December 8,
citing dysfunction on City Council
which has led to a loss of many City
employees, and an unwillingness by
Council to approve housing projects recommended
by
the
Planning

Commission.
Hansburg is the Regional Director for
Orange County of YIMBY Action, a
group that advocates for policies to
increase the supply of housing, given
California’s housing crisis.
She thanked Councilmember Ahmad
Zahra for appointing her to the position.

New Mayor Continued from front page
Per this policy, the Mayor Pro Tem
becomes Mayor. This would have been
Nick Dunlap, although Ahmad Zahra
had seniority. The Mayor Pro Tem is
supposed to be chosen based on seniority (if one has not already served as
Mayor). This would have been Zahra.
Council is not required to follow this
policy, and again, they did not.
This was not the first time Zahra was
passed over. Last year, newly-elected
Nick Dunlap was chosen as Mayor Pro
Tem even though Zahra had seniority.
Councilmember Jesus Silva, who
nominated Zahra to serve as Mayor and
himself to serve as Mayor Pro Tem (a
motion voted down 3-2, gave a brief his-

tory of former councilmembers who had
been bypassed in the rotation as Mayor.
Silva’s wife, State Assemblymember
Sharon Quirk-Silva, was bypassed when
she was on Council and had seniority to
be Mayor. Prior to that, Jan Flory and
Pam Keller were bypassed, although
both Quirk-Silva and Flory eventually
served as Mayor.
The majority of public commenters
spoke in favor of following the normal
policy, including some from District 5
(which Zahra represents), who said they
felt they were being dismissed.
Fred Jung is Fullerton’s first Korean
American Mayor.

Percent of income spent on rent in Fullerton. From the Housing Element.
in shelters. That number has more than
doubled from two years prior.
Fullerton opened its first Navigation
Center (homeless shelter with social
services) in 2020. Unfortunately, funding ran out earlier this year, and City
Council allocated federal emergency
funds to keep it going for the next six
months. Its future is uncertain.

Fullerton’s plan: Housing
Incentive Opportunity Zone
and Religious Institution
Properties
Housing Elements are required to contain an inventory of land suitable for residential development, including vacant
sites and sites having potential for redevelopment.
Fullerton’s draft Housing Element
“determined that the City’s current land
inventory for potential residential development is not sufficient based on current
zoning to accommodate the RHNA in all
income categories for this projection
period. Therefore, candidate sites for
rezoning must be identified.”
The City has proposed two major zoning code changes to address this shortfall:
Housing Incentive Opportunity
Zone (HIOZ): An overlay zone that
allows a property owner to develop
multi-family housing on a parcel with a
non-residential underlying zoning classification (such as commercial or indus-

trial) in exchange for providing a specified percentage of deed-restricted
affordable housing units.
Religious Institution Properties:
Allows properties containing religious
institutions to also be developed with
permanent supportive housing and/or
deed restricted affordable housing.
The housing element states that these
zoning amendments will be processed
between 2022 and 2024.
The Housing Element contains an
extensive list of potential properties for
new housing development to reach the
RHNA target of 13,209 units. Nearly all
of these are on the properties of religious institutions and commercial or
manufacturing zones. Most of these
sites could likely not be developed for
housing until Council approves the
above-mentioned zoning changes.
The Housing Element contains many
other goals to facilitate housing development including streamlining the permit process for affordable housing,
encouraging mixed-use development,
using Surplus Land for affordable housing, encourage construction of accessory dwelling units (ADUs), and lot subdivision.

Public Input
To read the draft Housing Element
visit https://housing-game-plan-fullertoncagis.hub.arcgis.com.
E-mail comments to housinggameplan@cityoffullerton.com.

CITY MEETINGS IN PERSON & VIRTUAL
303 W Commonwealth Ave

Cultural Arts Subcommittee
12/13/2021 5:30pm Council Chambers
________________________________
Parks and Recreation Commission
12/13/2021, 6:30pm Council Chambers
________________________________
Active Transportation Committee
(Formerly Bicycle Users SubCommittee)
12/15/2021 5pm Council Chambers
_______________________________
Redistricting Advisory Commission
12/15/2021, 6:30pm Council Chambers
________________________________
Infrastructure and Natural
ED
Resources Committee
LL
E
NC
12/20/2021 5pm Council Chambers
CA
________________________________

Planning Commission / Landmarks
Commission
12/20/2021 6:30 pm Council Chambers
________________________________
City Council
12/21/2021 6:30pm Council Chambers
________________________________
Planning Commission / Landmarks
ED
LL
Commission
E
NC
12/22/2021 6:30pm Council
CA Chambers
________________________________
Library Board of Trustees
ED
ELL
12/23/2021 6pm Council Chambers
C
N
________________________________
CA
Investment Advisory Committee
1/20/2022 4pm Admin Conference
Rm.
________________________________

SUBMIT A WRITTEN PUBLIC COMMENT
Written correspondence submitted via email to CouncilMembers@cityoffullerton.com, will be accepted until noon on the date of the meeting and distributed to
the City Council without being read into the record. To ensure your correspondence
is received by the Council and City staff, please include the subject line “CITY
COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE – ITEM #” or “CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CORRESPONDENCE NON-AGENDA ITEM” within your email. Indicate clearly
if you want it entered in the public record.
WATCH OR LISTEN LIVE • PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
You may view the meeting live online at https://fullerton.legistar.com, on
Spectrum Cable Channel 3 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99.
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Local Imam speaks
on Islam in the United States

MID-DECEMBER 2021

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021
“TIS THE SEASON(ING)” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

by Jesse La Tour
As part of their weekly speaker series,
Fullerton Rotary invited Qaisar Waheed
Shabir, the Imam and scholar at the
Islamic Center of Fullerton, to give a
talk entitled “Inside Islam in America”
on December 1. Shabir discussed common misunderstandings of Islam in the
United States and other western countries.
There are between 1.6 and 1.8 billion
Muslims worldwide, representing nearly a quarter of humanity, and there are
around six million Muslims in the
United States.
Imam Qaisar Waheed Shabir
A major theme of Shabir’s talk was to
dispel the notion that Islam is a faith of Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and many other
key people in the Christian Bible and
violence, terrorism, and vengeance.
He said that all but one of the 114 Jewish Torah appear in the Qur’an.
“As the global society of humanity,
chapters in the Qur’an begins with, “In
the name of Allah, the most gracious, we are all brothers and sisters, whether
the eternally merciful and compassion- brothers and sisters in faith, or brothers
and sisters in humanity,” he said.
ate.”
When studying Islam and the Qur’an,
“When someone says the Muslims
worship a God that is vengeful or is a like studying any major world religion,
God of war, it’s not true. We worship a it’s important to understand texts and
contexts. “If you take out one of the two,
God that is merciful,” Shabir said.
For Muslims, life is sacred. “The you’re going to get a very bad misunderQur’an says that if you kill one human standing of Islam,” Shabir said. “So,
what’s happened inside
life, it is as though you
America is a big misunhave killed the whole of
derstanding because they
humanity. If you save
decontextualize
the
one human life, it is as
Islamic faith and its
though you’ve saved
It is not fair
beliefs.”
the whole of humanity,”
to condemn
After his talk, during a
he said.
a religion of
brief question and answer
Charity is one of the
1.8 billion people
period, a person asked
five pillars of Islam.
where she can go to learn
During
Ramadan,
for the actions
more about Islam.
Muslims give 2.5 perof a small
Shabir said the best
cent of their earnings to
number.
place to go would be to a
charitable causes.
mosque to meet an Imam
Shabir condemned
or a scholar and he offered
the tiny fraction of
his willingness to meet
Muslims who commit
atrocities and acts of terror. He said that with those who want to learn about the
it is not fair to condemn a religion of 1.8 faith. To learn more about the Islamic
billion people for the actions of a small Center of Fullerton visit www.fullertonnumber. Would it be fair for people to masjid.org.
He recommended some scholarly
condemn Christ because of the actions
of priests who molest children? In like websites and places of learning such as
manner, people shouldn’t hold the Zaytuna College (in Berkeley), which
prophet Muhammad in contempt for the was founded by an American born Imam
actions of Al Qaeda. Muslim terrorists named Hamza Yusuf. To learn more visit
have more in common with people like www.zaytuna.edu.
For English speakers who wish to read
Timothy McVeigh (the Oklahoma City
bomber) than with the vast majority of the Qur’an, he suggested a translation
Muslims, and, he added, violent extrem- M.S. Abdulhaleen.
Shabir pointed out that Rumi, one of
ism everywhere must be condemned.
Partly to blame for widespread misun- the best-selling poets in the west, was a
derstanding of Islam is the media, which Muslim. “Caring for ones’ soul is better
than bread,” Rumi wrote.
contributes to Islamophobia.
However, for those who want a good
“The media have tried to make the
faith of 1.8 billion people into a 30-sec- meal, Shabir invited anyone who wishes
to attend to their weekly family pho
ond soundbite,” he said.
Another theme of Shabir’s talk was nights at the ICOF, located at 515 W
the commonality among people of all Valencia Dr. Fullerton. Thursdays at
5pm. They serve pho (Vietnamese noofaiths, and all of humanity.
The Qur’an actually honors key fig- dle soup) because many of the members
ures of the three Abrahamic faiths, of the masjid are Cham, a Muslim
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Adam, minority people from Vietnam.

ACROSS
2. Show ___
4. Bambi's aunt
5. "Brokeback Mountain" director Lee
6. Pong maker
8. 'Tis the season(ing)
9. ___ to fail (banking bailout
justification)
11. However, briefly
13. Seven, to Romans
15. Civil rights activist Parks
17. ___ Station
18. Come out on top
19. John Wayne Airport code
21. Sporty Pontiac
22. 'Tis the season(ing)
25. Nickelodeon's "___ the Explorer"

26. Youngest M.L.B. player
to hit 500 homers
28. Animation unit
29. Aired again
32. TV control: Abbr.
34. 'Tis the season(ing)
36. Tranquil
38. The shape of this puzzle
40. Wire service inits.
41. Really enjoyed
42. Back at sea?
43. Earnhardt and Carnegie
47. 'Tis the season(ing)
48. Singer Summer
49. Infuriate

DOWN
1. 'Tis the season(ing)
2. Reach first
3. Capital of Croatia
6. Jam ingredients?
7. "Uncle!"
10. 'Tis the season(ing)
11. Like ink or peppercorns
12. Duel purpose?
14. Shy person
16. "Do ___ say, not..."
17. Go for the gold?
20. For those who wear "short shorts"
23. Least available
24. Copenhageners

25. Indian metropolis
27. Gift recipient
28.Sputnik letters
30. 90° from norte
31. "Stat!"
33. Lascivious look
35. By way of
37. N.F.L. linemen: Abbr.
39. ___ spices, and a hint
to this puzzle's theme
43. Baby's first word, maybe
44. Briefly unknown?
45. Anglo-Saxon laborer
46. Scorch

You Make a Difference.
Our homebound senior citizens
need your help.
$32 helps eight struggling
neighbors get a healthy meal.
$64 helps sixteen local seniors
who are poor and isolated.
223 W Amerige Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832
For more information (714) 871-2200
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by Mike Ritto © 2021

Playing The Detective
Searching for what became of old local taverns
Reviewing a previously-discovered list (at right) triggered an interesting series of new discoveries. If you read
over this list, you may recognize some of the names from
the past. Perhaps you even have a story or two or know
what year this list may have been put together, but so far,
no luck on tracking that down. The best guess from those
I spoke to on my tour is some time in the 60s.

Of all the Fullerton locations visited, only two remain
‘Taverns.’ Some may be recalled fondly; some may not be
missed. Of course, there is sentiment that we have too
many bars, or taverns, so it was surprising to see what a
transformation has occurred over the past few decades,
and how few of those early watering holes actually survived the years.

The “Tro”
This is the only one I have first-hand
knowledge of. A few miles west of
where I concentrate my efforts for our
Downtown Report, the Tropics Lounge
at 1842 W Commonwealth was the
place to go for employees of the massive Hughes Aircraft plant in the 1980s.
The pool table was anything but level
and had a rip in the felt, the booths were
once fully covered in Naugahyde, but
much of that was gone, and pretty much
everything showed signs of wear. When
the place changed hands and the new
owner told the regulars he was going to
fix the place up, they told him they were
the ones who did the damage and they
liked it just fine the way it was. It
remained the same but is still standing
there, shuttered, despite the eerie warning you see here.
The Party House at 405 E
Commonwealth is now a hair salon. If
you are in need of cleaning services,
head over to 530 W Commonwealth
where the Snug Harbor was. That name
sounds a bit familiar as does The New
Silver
Dollar
at
1521
W
Commonwealth, which became Kruger
Litho for many years. The print shop is
also long gone but it appears that someone may be taking over the space soon.
Why so many places on West
Commonwealth back then? And why
did they all go away? Not finding a lot
of clues but, Cheri Lustre has been
replaced by a large building with many
tenants, so some of it had to do with renovations and expansions, likely due to
properties changing hands.
The Wood Shed is now a donut shop,

Above: Top Donuts (formerly Wood Shed tavern)
Below: Brick Basement (formerly Red Garter tavern)

A list of local taverns circa 1960s?
The Trail hit the trail and now appears to
be Mi Vida Loca, but nobody was
around to fill me in on the details. The
Reef is now a Laundromat and there is
no sign of Happy Chaps. That address is
actually where Fullerton Ford is, so
maybe the address given was incorrect.
Many of you have been to The Brick
Basement at 113 North Harbor, formerly
The Red Garter.
Progresso Barra is now The
Continental Room. Wonder how all
those La Habra locations fared? And
why is El Sombrero not on the list?

Maybe it’s time to look back at other businesses from the past and see what they
are now—places like The Pillory Department Store, Gifford’s Stationery, The
Turntable, Melody Inn, Steele’s Café. If you have a connection to any of these,
drop me an email.

Photo Quiz Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net
This issue: Yes, that’s 1963
FJC and the still-missing
Hornet statue, but the hair is
not a beehive. What was that
style called?

New In Town
Not one, but two (count ‘em, two) new eating establishments are coming to
SoCo. The former site of a roofing company and a Jeep conversion center will
become Lagos Mexican Cuisine and Rio Do Brasil, a Brazilian Steak House. From
the looks of the renderings seen here on banners posted at the sites, the new structures will also add architectural diversity to SoCo. We will keep you updated as
always. Optima Salon Suites is coming soon, just a few doors down from Cupid’s
Hot Dogs on the 100 North Harbor block. Temporary construction plywood was
covering the address, but you will find it when the time comes.

Last issue: Many readers felt sure they knew
exactly what the birds were, and now I’m not
sure even though I did extensive research.
For now, the best answer is, there are seven
different types of parrots in Southern
California and Fullerton has more than one
type of bird that looks nearly identical to the
other. The ones in the photo are officially said
to be Red Crowned Amazon Parrots, also fondly known in the city of Orange as GreenCheeked Amazons.
Yet, as reader Jenifer Hernandez pointed out,
in some photos the tails appear pointed, which
would make them Mitred Parakeets. Yes, parakeets are a species of parrot.
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SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES
by Jan Youngman

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,
1401 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton.
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400
The November meeting began with a
wonderful group of students representing Fern Drive Elementary School
showing "Falcon Pride!” The District
also honored Juel Mae Farquhar, the
first African American teacher in
Fullerton and Orange County who
recently passed away. She taught at
Valencia Park School and was beloved
by students and staff. FSD Speech and
Debate students were recognized.
Currently, with guidance from Dr. Julian
Lee and other teachers the students are
preparing for the National Speech and
Debate competition. The District currently has 65 students in the District program. Each FSD school has a
teacher/coach that works with students.
Last year, Parks and Fisler were identified as National Schools of Excellence
in Speech and Debate. Currently, there
are 65 students in the program. The program is also building a "pipe line" by
training pre-middle school students in
speech and debate.
Rising Stars: At the November Board
meeting, the District profiled a new program: The Rising Stars. This new program identifies students who have
amazing potential that could benefit
from an additional adult in their lives to
make sure they are attending school,
completing assignments, and getting
assistance when and if needed. The
mentors serve as cheerleaders to the
Rising Stars and an additional resource
to help them. The mentors meet at least

monthly with the student. The District
provides the students with special activities and field trips throughout the year.
This year, District community partners
is providing each of the FSD Rising
Stars with a new bicycle, helmet, and
lock. They will learn hands-on how to
assemble a bicycle assisted by their
mentors and community volunteers.
This event is only possible through the
generous donation of over 70 bicycles
by Fullerton Ford. The helmets and
bicycle locks were donated by the Boys
and Girls Club of Fullerton. The bicycle
assembly was coordinated with assistance from the Peer Advisors for Veteran
Education (PAVE) and The Veterans
Resource Center (VRC) groups at
California State University, Fullerton.
Also, pastor Caleb Beller along with
some of his congregation, donated their
time and talent to work with FSD staff
and the Rising Stars students to assemble the bicycles.
Dr. Pletka said, “We are grateful to our
partner, Abraham Razick and Fullerton
Ford, for their generous donation to give
each of our Rising Stars program students a new bicycle. Their donation will
bring hours of joy to our children as they
engage in this healthy and timeless
experience. The Rising Star program
helps to give students exposure to new
experiences to help broaden their horizons and discover their passions.”
The District recognized Ethan Cho as
a Change Maker. This student from

New bikes for Rising Stars donated by Fullerton Ford.
Laguna Road School has his own
YouTube Channel and does Inorganic
Chemistry experiments that he describes
on his program with the assistance of his
younger brother Ryan. He has been profiled on the District's Facebook page.
Teacher Sandra Mendoza from
Raymond School was recognized by the
California Dept. of Education for her
development of a California after school
network.
FETA Report: Teachers' salaries are
barely keeping up with inflation. Also,
some staff are reporting that they are
dealing with very destructive behavior
by some students. While each site has a
support team to work with students and
teachers, some are getting discouraged.
Board members expressed appreciation of staff and parents in supporting
the District during the pandemic.
District Announces receiving An
Educator Effectiveness Block Grant
(EEBG) This grant of $2,714,850 is to
provide professional learning in curriculum, school climate, intervention, social

emotional supports, and language acquisition that reflects input from teachers,
administrators, para-professionals, and
classified staff who interact with pupils.
Responses were collected from all 20
schools and District Staff. The focus
will be on reading and writing workshops for students with planned expenditures on the content areas of
ELA/English language, writing workshops, math, STEM, programs providing social emotional supports, and culturally responsive teaching training on
diversity, equity, and inclusion. The
funding from this grant must be spent
anytime before the end of 2025-2026.
Fourteen members of the audience,
identifying themselves as parents, spoke
to the Board with their concerns about
vaccinations.They all refused to vaccinate their children and said the District
had no right to require vaccinations, and
only parents could make this decision.
Several of these parents said they were
taking their children out of the District
due to the vaccination requirement.

Sunny Hills Water Polo Coach
Gets 1,000th Win
Sunny Hills High School girls waterpolo coach Keith Nighswonger has been
coaching for 38 years and has been with
the Fullerton school district since 1981.
As part of his coaching practice, he
arranges games with other schools from
all over the region in order to get his
girls in condition for league games.
As a result of his training and teaching
ability and the rigorous game schedule
he imposes on his teams, he recently
chalked up his 1,000th win.
In league games, his Varsity Girls
Teams have not lost a game in over four
years.
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FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

Meet
Rhett
Say hello to Rhett, a beautiful greynosed-pitbull. He is sweet and lively at
the same time, and he always adores
long walks to let off some steam. His
leash manners could be compared to a
king’s, and he is bound to be your star
pupil. (Fun Fact: pit bulls used to be
mascots for the U.S Army.)
Rhett is an enthusiastic student and
has learned by heart how to sit, stay,
shake, come, lie down, and we think he
might be potty-trained. He is known for
his adoration of good tummy rubs. Give
him one and he’ll be your friend furever.
Rhett is the perfect mixture of warm,
cozy snuggles, and brisk, energetic
walks. Rhett will appreciate a home with

BACK TO SCHOOL by Mateo, 8th grade

Christmas Around the World

adults or kids above the age of 15 who
will give him belly rubs.
Think Rhett might make a great addition to your family? Call (714) 935-6848
to set up an appointment today. ANIMAL ID: A1730000

ENDANGERED ANIMAL TRIVIA
Q: When is it estimated cheetahs
will die out?
A: It is estimated that over the
next 15 years, the number of cheetahs will decrease by 53%. There
are only 7100 cheetahs left.
These popular felines are dying
because of climate change, hunting
by humans, and habitat destruction,
and cheetahs have a low rate of
reproductive success, which means
they have
a harder time than other animals
trying to reproduce.

WHAT IS TRENDING? by Irene, 10th grade
WRAPPING THE YEAR
WITH MUSIC
With 2022 right around the corner,
Spotify released its annual “Spotify
Wrapped” for a personalized summary
on listeners’ music habits throughout
the year. Featuring a gallery of elements
including an individual’s top songs, a
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blended playlist
between two
parties, an interactive game, a unique
playlist customized to each listener, an
audio aura and numerous others,
Spotify makes it easy to share results on

COMICS by Erin, 7th grade
THE MISTLETOE

Christmas is a holiday
that is celebrated by billions
of people all over the world.
Roughly 93 percent of
Americans acknowledge this holiday
along with others in 159 different countries. Although it is widely celebrated
throughout the world, each country puts
their own flair to Christmas.
Many of us put up Christmas trees,
decorate our houses with festive decor
and give gifts to each other, but that is
not exactly how other countries and cultures celebrate. In fact, the meaning of
Christmas varies immensely between
different groups of people. Here are
some of the many ways people celebrate
Christmas around the world.
Let’s start our journey around the
world in the Philippines. Every year
right before Christmas, citizens hold a
Giant Lantern Festival. People compete
to make the best lantern for the festival,
and the finished products do not disappoint. These 20-feet wide lanterns
reflect the upcoming holiday season and
are vibrant, intricate, and absolutely
beautiful when lit up.
Our next stop is Colombia, which
hosts another amazing display of lights.
This time, however, it is in the form of
candles. In an event known as Little
Candles’ Day, Colombians light up

many candles and paper lanterns around
their house to not only commemorate
the beginning of Christmas, but also to
honor the Virgin Mary.
Heading a bit northeast, people in
Austria have a deeper, darker meaning
of Christmas. The good children still
receive nice gifts like we do in the U.S.
However, the naughty ones get a visit
from a satanic demon by the name of
Krampus instead. People dress up as this
beast every year to scare little kids with
various items such as bells or chains. If
you plan on visiting Austria during
Christmas time, make sure you have
been on your best behavior recently.
Finally, we head over to the island
country of Japan. The Japanese do not
consider Christmas to be a major holiday, but they do have a tradition that
may be the most unique of them all.
Every year on the big day, they indulge
in a rather large KFC meal. That’s right:
Kentucky Fried Chicken. Locations in
Japan have their own festive menu from
which people can order Christmasthemed foods for this tradition.
So, we may be used to the “standard”
tradition of spending time with family,
decorating houses and giving gifts, but
each country celebrates Christmas (if
they even celebrate it at all) in their own
unique fashion.

other social media platforms. But of the
countless features gathered in the
Wrapped experience, this year’s fan
favorite, Audio Aura, stands out from
the rest.
Based on two moods that best represent a user’s listening habits, Spotify
assigns a corresponding hue out of six
— purple, green, pink, orange, yellow
and blue. In addition to its unique summaries, the audio streaming platform
celebrates artists such as Bad Bunny

who topped Spotify charts as the moststreamed artist across the globe, with
Taylor Swift, BTS, Drake and Justin
Bieber following closely behind. End
the year with a long-awaited moment,
and stay festive with Spotify’s 2021
Wrapped.
To learn more about your Audio Aura,
check out:
https://newsroom.spotify.com/2021-1201/what-the-world-streamed-most-in2021/

KIDS RULE by Tegan, 4th grade
DECEMBER FUN FACTS
As we close out this year,
here are 10 interesting facts
about December:

1) Did you know that December got its name from the Latin
word decem (meaning ten) because it was originally the tenth
month of the year in the calendar of Romulus c. 750 BC which
began in March? The winter days following December were not
included as part of any month.
2) People who are born in December are said to live a healthy
and long life. According to a study in the Journal of Ageing
Research, December babies tend to live longer in general.
December is also the rarest time to be born.
3) National Cookie Day was on December 4th!
4) Kwanzaa, a cultural holiday that celebrates African heritage
and identity, starts on December 26 and ends on January 1st.
5) December in the Northern Hemisphere is similar to June in
the Southern Hemisphere.
6) The first day of winter, December 21 or 22, is the shortest
day of the year and the longest night, called winter or southern
solstice in the northern hemisphere.
7) Christmas trees were first used by ancient Egyptians and
Romans.
8) Santa Claus was known as Sinterklaas in Dutch and did not
always wear red clothes.
9) One of the most popular songs this month is Mariah Carey’s
“All I Want for Christmas is You” which has 195 million views
on Youtube.
10) Christmas trees usually grow for close to 15 years before
they can be sold.
https://www.ducksters.com/history/decemberinhistory.php

CALENDAR
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Art Shows

Farmers Market

THROUGH DECEMBER 18
• 11am-4pm: Kim Abeles: Smog

Every Wednesday 8:30am-12:30pm:
Fullerton’s
Certified
Farmers
Market. Shop for fresh fruit, vegetables, & more. Fullerton Community
Center - 340 W. Commonwealth Ave.

•

Collectors, 1987-2020 Mon - Thurs &
Sat. Artist Kim Abeles examines a
range of scientific data and its unexpected visual presentation that prompts the
viewer to reconsider the air we breathe.
CSUF's Begovich Gallery,
800 N State College Blvd.

Outdoor Fun
Everyday except Tues, 9am-4pm:
Fullerton Arboretum $5 The
Arboretum is a fun, free place for all to
learn about wildlife conservation &
research. 26 acres of naturescapes.
1900 Associated Rd • (657) 278-3407.

THROUGH– January 23, 2022
• 10am-1pm: Birds in Art Tue, Sat &

Sun. Avian wonders are featured
through all-new interpretations in original paintings, sculptures, and graphics
Fullerton Arboretum,
1900 Associated

Every Sunday 7:30am-8:30am: Free
Zumba Classes at Hillcrest Park.
1200 N Harbor Blvd. Donations welcome.
THURS DECEMBER 16
• 7:30pm Christmas Time with Darden $30 at the Muckenthaler
Share your holidays with The Dardens, Joe Tatar and friends enjoying an
evening of fun and folly as they perform classic Christmas yuletide carols
& contemporary holiday songs. Muckenthaler Cultural Center (714) 7386595, info@themuck.org 1201 W. Malvern Ave, Fullerton

THROUGH– January 11, 2022
• 10am-4pm: Art of the Pacific Islands

Send your calendar events to
ads@fullertonobserver.com

$10-$13 Experience objects from the
diverse Pacific Islands at Bowers
Museum's, Spirit and Headhunters: Art
of the Pacific Islands exhibition.
Spanning the geographic region collectively referred to as Oceania, this comprehensive exhibition highlights masterworks from the three cultural regions of
Micronesia, Melanesia, and Polynesia.
Focus is placed on New Guinea, land of
the headhunter.
Bowers Museum 2002 N Main St,
Santa Ana (714) 567-3600

SAT DECEMBER 18
• 9am Friends of Coyote Hills
Adopt-a-Park Park and meet in the
lower parking lot of Sunny Hills Church
of Christ, 2255 N Euclid Street,
Fullerton. Bring water, gloves, and
“trash grabbers" if you have them. The
City has provided us with trash bags.
Wear sunscreen and comfortable shoes
like sneakers or boots. Bring family &
friends to keep Coyote Hills beautiful.
www.coyotehills.org

THROUGH– Feb 20, 2022
• 12pm-5pm: Guillermo Galindo

Native/Non Native Supernatural, the latest evolution of ethno-futurist works by
post-Mexican
composer/
visual
artist/performer Guillermo Galindo.
Shown at the Virginia Steele Scott
Galleries of American Art.
Santa Ana Exhibitions Gallery
1666 N. Main Street, Santa Ana
swys.projects@gmail.com

THROUGH– February 10
• 10am-8pm: Authentic Handmade

Mexican Art Artist Florencio Blanquel
109 S Harbor Blvd, Fullerton
(714) 447-4872

Classes & Virtual

THURS December 16
• 5:30-7:30pm The Muck: Paint & Sip
$50 Bring your friends or significant
other and enjoy a glass of wine while
learning to paint in The Muck courtyard.
We’ll provide two glasses of wine, canvases, and paintbrushes as local artist,
Amy Redfeather, guides you through
the evening.
FRI December 17
• 7pm Kronos Quartet Presented by
Philharmonic Society of Orange
County at Online/Virtual Space
On-demand viewing access will be
available immediately after the performance until Friday, December 24, 2021.
To purchase tickets for the stream:
https://tickets.philharmonicsociety.org/
24892

Holiday Festival
FREE

SUN DECEMBER 19
• 12pm-4pm Celebrate the holiday
season with family-friendly activities, live music, free art workshops
for kids, and an arts and crafts sale.
Featuring Performances by Noelle
Lidyoff, The Sugar Daddies, The
Kamaaina
Glee
Club,
&
Momentum Dance. Muckenthaler
Cultural Center (714) 738-6595,
info@themuck.org
1201
W.
Malvern Ave, Fullerton

Theatre

November 30 thru December 15
• 8pm: The MistleTones $25
Join us as The MistleTones ring
in the Christmas season
with their own brand
of hilarious holiday fun.
Tues & Wed showings
at Maverick Theater
110 E Walnut Ave, Ste B, Fullerton
(714) 526-7070
https://mavericktheater.com/santa-21/

THROUGH DECEMBER 23
•9pm: Coming Soon: Santa Claus Conquers the Martians
Fri, Sat & Sun showings at Maverick Theater
110 E Walnut Ave, Ste B, Fullerton
https://mavericktheater.com/santa-21/ (714) 526-7070
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The Importance
of Live Music
By Ron Kobayashi
I’ve been asked many times why live
music is so important. As a musician
who’s made my living playing music
now for more than 35 years, the obvious
answer is that it employs musicians and
helps bring business to the venues that
offer live music.
However, I believe it goes much deeper than this. Live
music not only contributes to a better
quality of life for
society in general, it
also has mental,
emotional...I’d say
even
scientific,
importance
to
humans.
Quality of life is
what makes life
worth living. And
music and the arts
are a huge part of
elevating that quality. Music can make
people dance, sing,
laugh, cry, and even
create an escape
from life’s worries. Music also transcends cultural and language differences. People all around the world love
American Jazz and Pop music, and
many here love music from around the
world.
But there is also concrete evidence
that music can literally alter the human
brain...especially with respect to
Dementia. Studies from England and

around the world now show that some
Alzheimer's patients who have lost
recognition of loved ones, who have
stared blankly and said nothing for
months, are suddenly engaged...even
singing lyrics when live music is performed in front of them. There is obviously a connection between music
(melody, harmony, and rhythm) and the
human brain that affects it in a way few
other things can.
Additionally, the
prevalence of live
music can influence
children to learn a
musical instrument.
A recent USC study
shows how music
education at a young
age affects a child’s
cognitive development. It documented
how children who
learn to play a musical instrument tend
to have advanced
brain functions at
early ages.
Plus,
involving youth in
music
programs
keeps them engaged and out of trouble...yet another plus.
Live music benefits society in measurable and immeasurable ways. It is
something that is at the very essence of
who we are as human beings. It affects
our brains in a way few other things can.
So, let’s embrace and encourage more
live music; it has everything to do with
our quality of life.

Yale Loop 'Sparkle Balls'
Brighten the Holiday Season
story and photo by Jere Greene
In 2002, Don Bales took 50 clear plastic Solo cups and using a small soldering iron, burned holes and used the
melted plastic to connect the adjacent
cup. He continued in this fashion to create a plastic ball. Then using a string of
miniature Christmas tree lights, he
inserted them from the bottom of each
cup to light the ball. When his neighbors
saw the new Christmas display, Robert
Pillon, along with Jeff Proud wanted to
build some for their homes.
In 2004 Robert and Bill Courtney
approached Don, wanting to expand the
balls to include the whole street. Jeff
Proud and Murph Pierce joined Don and
began impromptu classes on the construction techniques. Thus began a
weekly ritual consisting of watching
Monday Night Football and making
'sparkle balls.' The group began to
expand with Bobbie McCoy and Jeff
Michaels as more and more neighbors
began joining in on the fun.
This grew each year and has evolved
into an annual display that includes
most of the Yale residences. The homeowners each build and/or buy the materials to decorate their homes at whatever
level they want. Each contributes $50 to
help obtain a powered high lift platform
from American Rentals in Bellflower.
Beginning on Black Friday, Bob Ford
coordinates a team of residents to begin
the installation. Wires are strung, those
on the high lift hang the balls and wrap
many of the trees along Yale.
Finally, a power drop is fed to each

home to light the display for all to enjoy.
People who have heard about the Yale
Loop 'Sparkle Ball' display come from a
wide area of Southern California and yet
many who live in Fullerton are surprised
when they discover this hidden treasure.
Entering north on to Yale at 801 East
Chapman, a short left and right turn
hides the display from Chapman
Avenue.
While this began as a local project for
the Yale residents, it has recently been
expanding to Princeton Circle and other
streets in the surrounding area. Who
knows, in years to come, all of Fullerton
could, as in Paris France, become known
as ‘The City of Lights.’
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HITS &
MISSES
by Joyce Mason © 2021

THE POWER OF THE DOG: Two Hits
Winner for Best Director at this year’s
Venice Film Festival, Jane Campion
credits serendipity for her having read
Thomas Savage’s gripping 1967 novel
The Power of the Dog and envisioning it
as a powerful film, then meeting
Canadian producer Roger Frappier, who
had read the same book and was also
enthralled with its potential for a great
film. Campion, who had won an Oscar
for “The Piano,” and Frappier, along
with some Netflix financing, made the
transformation from book to film possible.
The endeavor was daunting in many
ways. The story is set on a large
Montana cattle ranch in 1925, but
Campion could not find a spacious and
beautifully built ranch house that hadn’t
already been made into a guest resort.
The cost of building one would have
been prohibitive, so the native New
Zealander switched the filming location
from the U.S. to New Zealand’s South
Island, where space was plentiful and
filming costs were affordable. Viewers
familiar with Montana may not embrace
this substitution, but will soon suspend
their disbelief because the gripping
intensity of “The Power of the Dog”
does not lie in its scenery but in the close
psychological interplay of its four main
characters
George Burbank (Jesse Plemons) and
his
brother,
Phil
(Benedict
Cumberbatch) run the prosperous cattle
ranch owned by their parents, who live
in the city. The two brothers could not be
more different. George—clean-cut, efficient, and polite, even wearing a threepiece suit when riding horseback--is
comfortable having the state’s Governor
to dinner. Phil, who is smart enough to
have been Phi Beta Kappa at Yale,
eschews any form of formality or decorum. His clothes are dirty and he brags
about never bathing in a tub, only swimming in an outdoor pond. Even with the
Governor and his wife as guests, Phil
rudely pushes his chair back and exits
the dining room.
On a cattle drive, the Burbank brothers
and their ranch hands stay at an inn,
where a young widow, Rose Gordon
(Kirsten Dunst), prepares their rooms
and serves the dinner. In a region devoid
of fresh flowers, Rose’s son, Peter (Kodi

Smit-McPhee), has created table centerpieces of artificial flowers he has cleverly cut and folded from colored paper. As
everyone admires Peter’s handiwork,
Phil grabs a stem, sets it on fire to light
his cigarette and then douses it in a glass
of water. George apologizes to Rose for
his brother’s rude behavior. She is lovely, soft, and forgiving. By the time the
cattle men return for their next stay,
George has asked Rose to marry him.
The large and beautifully appointed
ranch house accommodates to George’s
new wife and the piano he buys for her.
Peter is off to college, where he will
study medicine. Not unexpectedly,
Phil’s crude and unpleasant behavior
worsens, for he now has someone else in
the house to mistreat. He accuses Rose
of being a “money-grabbing schemer”
and mocks her attempts to play classical
music on the new piano. She is a gentle
soul and with no one to confide in, she
turns to liquor, getting drunk earlier each
day and hiding the bottles.
There is some respite when Peter
returns from college on his summer
vacation. But we now have a rectangle
of characters under the same roof, and
audiences will be tempted to make mental predictions as to how this tinder box
of personalities will manage under one
roof. Be forewarned, any predictions
will probably misfire. Savage is too
good a writer and Campion too good a
director to let this story get away from
them and audiences will be riveted until
the final scene.
But the power of this movie does not
lie just in the story and the direction. The
acting is superb. Kirsten Dunst is
already receiving awards attention, as is
the youthful Smit-McPhee. But it is
Cumberbatch’s performance that is
weighty, arresting and mesmerizing.
This British actor had to shed his accent,
learn to ride as if he had spent his life on
a horse, braid ropes with deftness and
ease, and command every room he
enters by his overbearing behavior and
lack of civility.
The title of the book and the movie is
taken from the Old Testament, Psalm 22,
verse 20: “Deliver my soul from the
sword; my darling from the power of the
dog.”

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.
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VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2021

Fighting Fires Since 1908:
A HISTORY OF FULLERTON’S FIRE DEPARTMENT
In its early days, Fullerton didn’t have reported. “As the flames were rapidly
a fire department. It wasn’t until 1908, spreading, men broke into two of the
after a fire leveled three buildings in the buildings (where Nancy Gregg, former
downtown area, that Fullerton’s first Fullerton postmaster, and the family of
volunteer fire department was formed. shopkeeper E.J. Denkle lived) to notify
According to the Fullerton Fire the occupants of the danger. It was
Department’s webpage, on an April ascertained that Miss Gregg was spendmorning in 1908, when structures on the ing the night with a friend in the counsouthwest corner of Amerige Avenue try…E.J. Denkle, wife, and four small
and Spadra Road (now Harbor children were aroused and got out of
Boulevard) caught fire, Fullerton resi- their building just as it commenced to
dents tried unsuccessfully to put out the burn, and lost everything except the
blaze. Local citizens had to work togeth- piano.…”
er, forming a bucket brigade to keep the
A town committee met to talk about
fire under control and calling for help fire protection and began to plan out the
from Anaheim’s volunteer fire depart- volunteer department on the day of the
ment. It was this April 1908 fire that 1908 fire. According to Fullerton histomobilized the community. Four months rian Bob Ziebell’s book, Fullerton: A
later, the Fullerton Fire Department was Pictorial History, a report was filed on
created.
April 17, 1908, where the committee
I found from a January 30, 1897 issue “cited a plan for obtaining water, recomof the Fullerton News Tribune provided mended purchase of 1,200 to 1,500 feet
by Local History Archivist Cheri Pape, of ‘good quality’ hose, and announced
that residents were conthat between $1,500 and
cerned that “should a fire
$1,600” had been prombreak out in Fullerton,
ised by local businesses
almost every business
to fund a department.”
Fullerton residents
house would be in danAugust 6, 1908 was an
were awakened
ger.” The unidentified
important
day
in
writer of the article
Fullerton
history
from their beds on
added, “Fullerton is supbecause, according to
the morning of
posed to be up with the
the Fullerton Tribune,
April 10, 1908 by
times and must take
this was when citizens
a messenger on
immediate steps to profirst enrolled to be a part
tect our business houses
of the volunteer fire
horseback racing
and residences in case of
department.
Emerson J.
through the streets,
fire.” Fullerton was
Marks, who was City
firing a six-shooter, Attorney at the time,
incorporated into Orange
and shouting,
County in 1904, with not
was chosen as chairman
a lot of thought given to
of
the group and O.J.
“Fire!”
fire prevention. Similar
Harvey became secreconcerns about fire safetary. A few days later, on
ty were expressed in a
August 10, 1908, the
1905 article from the
Fullerton
Fire
Fullerton Tribune, with the headline, Department became official with O.S.
“City Should Have Fire Protection.”
Erickson named as its first chief;
According to the Fullerton Fire Emerson Marks and Gus Stern were
Department’s webpage, “A Tradition of appointed as first and second chiefs,
Service: The Story of the Fullerton Fire according to the City’s website.
Department,” Fullerton residents were
Local businesses at the time manufacawakened from their beds on the morn- tured a hook-and-ladder wagon and two
ing of April 10, 1908 by a messenger on hose carts for the department. According
horseback racing through the streets, fir- to an August 2, 1933 article from the Los
ing a six-shooter, and shouting, “Fire!” Angeles Times, “When 3,000 people in
As soon as the blaze broke out, the Fullerton in 1908 depended upon how
church bell was rung; the sound from fast 28 men could run pulling a hook and
the bell woke a worker at the livery sta- ladder truck, a hose cart, and a chemical
ble, who then mounted a horse and nav- tank to save burning dwellings, it didn’t
igated around town, firing his six-shoot- take long for the original department to
er in the air “to arouse the citizenry,” increase its members.” With this
according to a chapter of The Golden increase also came the first fire house, a
Promise: An Illustrated History of small, wooden building that was located
Orange County by Pamela Hallan- in the 100 block of West Amerige.
Gibson. Since Fullerton didn’t have a Fullerton firemen received a fire bell,
fire department at the time, a rider was two hand extinguishers, a hand-pulled
sent over to Anaheim to alert their vol- 60-gallon chemical fire engine, and two
unteer fire fighters, who came over with fire plugs, among other pieces of equiptheir only piece of firefighting equip- ment. In 1909, the building was moved
ment – a horse-drawn cart that could to the 300 block of North Spadra,
carry up to 600 feet of hose.
between Wilshire and Whiting Avenues.
However, when volunteers from
It was also around this time that the
Anaheim did arrive and attempted to City entered into an agreement with a
hook their hose into Fullerton’s only privately owned water company to prohydrant, they found that the threads on vide a water distribution system that
their hose did not match those on the would help the fire department in the
hydrant. This was when Fullerton resi- years to come. According to a 1909
dents took it upon themselves to form a issue of The Pictorial American, “water
bucket brigade to keep the fire under with which the City is enabled to fight
control. “Had the wind been blowing, it fire is furnished by two large wells, and
is believed the whole business part of is pumped into three storage tanks, two
town would have been consumed by the of which have a capacity of 60 thousand
fire, as the city has absolutely no fire gallons each, and the other of 15 thouprotection,” the Orange County Tribune sand gallons.” Additional water pressure

ABOVE: Some of the first Fullerton Fire Department members
BELOW: The original Fullerton Fire Station
PHOTOS COURTESY OF FULLERTON PUBLIC LIBRARY LOCAL HISTORY ROOM

was secured by a centrifugal force pump
that had the capacity of 750 gallons per
minute under a pressure of 130 pounds,
according to the article.
In 1913, the City used bond money to
purchase its first motorized fire engine,
which happened to be a Seagrave combination ladder, hose, and chemical
truck. This engine was stored at a building on Spadra, but later moved, along
with the rest of the equipment, to a sheet
metal building on W. Amerige in 1924.
Interestingly, in 1919, the Fullerton Fire
Department bought the first triple combination truck in Orange County.
The Wilshire building, which opened
in 1926, served as both firehouse and
City Hall. Upstairs served as City Hall
offices, and downstairs was where the
firefighters dwelled. The firefighters
were able to occupy the rest of the building when City Hall moved in 1942. This
location would remain their headquarters until 1966, when the present-day
facility was opened at 312 East
Commonwealth.
The Fullerton Fire Department began
to branch out starting in the 1950s. In
1953, Station 2 opened at Brookhurst
Street and Valencia Drive to serve the
west side of Fullerton, and Station 3,
located at 700 S. Acacia Avenue, was
added in 1958. A bond issue allowed the
City to add Station 4 on North Harbor,
Station 5 on Yorba Linda Blvd., and
Station 6 on Gilbert Street, which joined
the other firehouses when they opened

in 1968. Station 6 was later moved to a
new location in 2004, an 11,000 squarefoot building on Rosecrans, which cost
$3.4 million and was built for the City
by Centex Homes, Suncal and Chevron
Land and Development.
In the Seventies, Fullerton was one of
the first fire departments in Orange
County providing paramedic service for
its citizens. In October 1975, Fullerton
lost Charles O. Potter, the City’s first
full-time paid fireman and original driver of the “old No. 1 truck,” according to
the Fullerton News Tribune.
Fullerton was also one of the first
departments to make use of cable TV for
training and briefings. In fact, the
department won the Helen Putnam
Award from the League of California
Cities for its innovative use of cable.
Today, the department is made up of
one main station and six branch facilities. According to their website, each of
the six stations has one ladder truck, five
front-line engines, and four reserve
engines, with a minimum staffing of one
Battalion Chief supervising 24 on-duty
firefighters. Five engines and the truck
are staffed all day. Those five engines
are paramedic-staffed and equipped. In
fact, Fullerton was the first department
in Orange County to use 12-LEAD EKG
heart monitors on its Paramedic engines.
Fullerton’s first firefighter-paramedics
went on duty in 1974 and are still an
important part of the department today.
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Fritz & Ollie Rosenberg

Eating the Piano: ‘Four Friends’

A Family’s True Story of Surviving the Nazis and World War II
by Karen Lang-McNabb

Lena wrote the most often, and added
details in her 1987 memoir, Lena’s
My grandmother Ilse was one of the Reminiscence,
few surviving Jews wealthy and preLena was my grandmother’s sister, but
scient enough to escape Nazi Germany the others in the Four Friends are not
in the 1930s. This story grows out of let- related. Their fortunes are at the heart of
ters from friends and family written to this story, with politics and war driving
her during the Second World War.
the events of their lives.
Before the Lang family left Berlin, Dr.
When this story begins, Ilse’s sister
Ernst Lang was a physician with a busy Lena was married to Hans.
and lucrative practice. In 1935 they
The First World War and the inflation
arrived in New York, moving into a were still felt so deeply that people
modest neighborhood. Because Dr. regarded the future as generally dismal.
Lang spoke English poorly, he could Fritz was not the only one.
only open a small medical office within
When I was three months pregnant, I
their apartment. Their living quarters was invited with Hans to a… famous
were squeezed between his
restaurant…The celebraoffice and my grandmothtion was in the private
er’s massage office.
rooms, of course, espeBack in Germany my
On the surface cially posh, a long beautigrandparent’s home had
fully laid table, all in
all was glitter
been the gathering place to
evening dress. [LR]
and glory, but
discuss psychology, literaLena was seated next to
ture, and politics, such as deep underneath, Fritz Rosenberg, and
Germany’s slide into totalibetween the endless
Hitler lay in
tarianism. As friends left
courses he began to
the air.
Germany, some wrote to say
explain his point of view:
they were doing well. Ilse
In these days one should
wrote back to ask: would
not bring children into the
they like to send money to
world. [LR]
help others get out of Nazi Germany?
Did Lena feel like squirming? Hans
At the time, no one had heard of a and Lena’s marriage had been turbulent,
Final Solution, but they worked from a but her pregnancy brought joy. Fritz was
sense of imminent danger. Not everyone married to Ollie with no children.
had that sense – when my grandparents
These four became close friends. A
invited Ilse’s father to join them in New bond developed, something that happens
York, he declined: One doesn’t trans- when we are young and share intense
plant old trees, he said. [Lena’s experiences together.
Reminiscence]
But this soon began to wobble,
As I opened each letter, I found unex- because between Fritz and me somepected surprises. During the Pandemic thing developed which was to accompalockdown I had time to unfold each page ny us all our lives – we fell in love. [LR]
to find meaning within.
The bond wobbled but did not break –
As I read these fragile letters, I real- it grew stronger. Hans and Lena’s marized I am now the same age my grand- riage ended, as did Ollie and Fritz’s, but
mother was when I got to know her as a they were careful of Ollie’s feelings,
child. I was half-way down the stack, protecting the friendship. They all began
unfolding pages thin as a dragonfly to consider leaving Germany:
wing when I realized how many there
…One lived in Berlin at that time, in
were and how often she received them. the famous twenties – on a powder keg.
War-time letters arrived every few days. On the surface all was glitter and glory,
None were from Ilse, all were from fam- but deep underneath, Hitler lay in the
ily and friends, but it was like listening air. One knew that something dreadful
to a one-sided phone call – I could figure was to happen, one just didn’t know how
it out.
and when. One ought to have known

Ilse, sons Peter and Kurt, Dr. Ernst Lang.
more, since Hitler’s book ‘Mein Kampf’
had already appeared… [But] there
were so many incomprehensible matters
in this book, that one just couldn’t grasp
them.
Hans’s friend, Walter Landauer, was
one of the few who realized what might
come. It followed him when awake and,
in his dreams, and he warned us incessantly, so that Hans and I decided in
Sept. 1932 to go abroad…[LR]
After Ollie divorced Fritz, she remarried, and the new couple left for the U.S.
promising to keep in touch. The other

three - Hans, Lena, and Fritz – packed
the car and left Germany together, along
with Lena’s now-2-year-old daughter,
Marianne.
It took only a few days of driving
from Berlin to get to the little town of St.
Gallen, Switzerland.
Staying there proved to be much more
difficult.
This is an excerpt from a book, Eating
the Piano, that I plan to publish shortly.
Copyright: Karen Lang-McNabb
10.14.2021
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Report finds children's health conditions remain unequal

by Lance Langdon, Ph.D

ible the results of this neglect: lower
birth weight and higher infant mortality
COVID threatens to reverse years of rates, just to name a few. In other cateprogress on key indicators of children’s gories, including safety and education,
health and well-being. But with schools these inequities also stubbornly remain,
closed to in-person learning and testing and in some cases, have worsened in the
for much of 2020, data remains missing last decade.
on key indicators of children’s wellFor 2021, the report suggests that the
being, including obesity, physical fit- pandemic’s biggest impact on children
ness, kindergarten readiness, and 3rd of whatever color is not COVID itself.
grade academic achievement. Thus, Currently, only about 6 in 100,000 of
researchers don’t yet have a full picture school-age children in Orange County
of just how bad the last two years have have COVID on any given day. Instead,
been for our kids.
COVID impacts kids through the fallout
Those are a few key
of COVID-related shuttakeaways from the 27th
downs in the economy
Annual Report on the
and education, both of
Conditions of Children
which impact, among
80% of children
in Orange County, which
other things, children’s
was published this fall
mental health.
in OC who have
by the Orange County
The report presents
contracted COVID troubling
Children’s Partnership, a
results from a
consortium of County have been minorities, survey conducted by the
with Hispanic
organizations and nonOrange County Health
profits charged with children bearing the Care Agency (HCA)
ensuring
children’s
Behavioral
Health
brunt of the pain
health and welfare.
Services, Mental Health
with over 50% of
The numbers we do
Services Act Office in
have indicate that the total pediatric cases. the Fall 2020. Of parents
COVID-19 pandemic,
surveyed, 51% reported
which
the
report
their kids were experidescribes as “the most
encing
“significant
profound disruption to
issues related to anxiety
daily life in generations,” will have a and depression.” In the same survey,
long-term impact on children. That’s families reported difficulties in accessparticularly true for children of color in ing care from therapists, pediatricians,
Orange County who are more likely to and psychiatrists, with 11% reporting
have suffered from COVID than their delays in getting appointments and 12%
white peers: 80% of children in OC who dissatisfied with care being provided
have contracted COVID have been online rather than face-to-face.
minorities, with Hispanic children bearThe report boasts “an all-in response”
ing the brunt of the pain with over 50% by County agencies to the COVID criof OC’s total pediatric COVID cases.
sis, including measures taken to support
Health disparities like we are seeing children’s mental health. Just before the
with COVID are no surprise. The data pandemic began, for instance, the report
aggregated in the charts and tables of states that “The Orange County
this 27th annual report lay bare several Department of Education (OCDE), in
categories in which Black and Hispanic partnership with HCA and local school
children get inferior care. They are, for districts, created a Countywide network
instance, significantly less likely to be of seven new regional mental health
insured, and also less likely to receive coordinators to work closely with
prenatal care. The charts also make vis- school districts to increase access to

local mental health services.” To combat
children’s mental health issues, Adverse
Childhood Experiences (ACE) Aware
funds have also been awarded to local
hospitals and nonprofits to help them
identify kids’ needs and support families
in developing a resilient response to
today’s challenges. Moreover, in conjunction with the Board of Supervisors,
the Partnership sponsored community
mental health town halls, which were
held online.
However, it seems unlikely that such
responses will reach the full range of
Orange County residents, many of
whom aren’t aware of the events, and
some of whom lack internet access.
(Internet access is another issue that
County schools, at least, attempted to
address, as is evident with the 500
mobile hot spots that Fullerton Joint
Union purchased and distributed early in
the pandemic.)
When it comes to food insecurity,
another problem that worsened for
County children in the pandemic, the
report details how State agencies have
stepped in to ease the burden. Awards for
CalFresh, a State program funding meals
for impoverished families, remain much
higher than they were before the pandemic, with about 11,000 applications
having been received in each of the last
two years as compared with about 8,500
before the pandemic, and with 232,000
families receiving benefits, an increase
over the 215,000 who had received such
benefits in 2019-20. Average household
benefits in the program have also risen,
and families have been staying on benefits longer, another indicator that work-

ing-class families have yet to recover
from the pandemic.
Though the 200-plus-page report leads
with a discussion of COVID, the bulk of
the report is devoted to pre-pandemic
data, and here the news is often brighter.
Before COVID, several key indicators
were on the rise, as explained in the
report’s executive summary: “Good
Health trends revealed a continued
decline in uninsured children and teen
birth rates . . . Pre-pandemic data for
Educational Achievement revealed
fewer students dropping out of high
school, and more likely to be collegeready. Within Safe Homes and
Communities, the number of juvenile
arrests, sustained petitions, and gangrelated prosecutions continue to decline
year-over-year.” The decrease in teen
birth rates over the last decade is particularly striking, with births today at about
1/3 of what they were in 2010, at dropping from 22.7 to 7.5 out of 1000.
However, included along with these
findings are more worrisome trends,
such as an 88% increase in children’s
hospitalization for behavioral health
issues including mental illness and substance abuse. Also concerning are a
slight increase in child poverty, a substantial rise in housing insecurity, and
continued high rates of depression and
suicide among Gay and Lesbian teens.
Schools are now back in session, and
by next year, the Orange County
Children’s Partnership will have a firmer
grasp on COVID’s impacts, and on the
resources dedicated to meeting kids’
needs.
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I am supposed to be happy, but I’m feeling down
Life is not always stress-free. I left my
clinical practice to take care of my husband when he was diagnosed with bladder and prostate cancer. It was a stressful time, but life is not without problems, and we all do get depressed,
including me. After he passed away, I
grieved, and it took me awhile to come
to terms with him being gone.
During the holidays when we are supposed to be happy, it’s important to look
at some of the causes and signs of
depression, and how we can
try to deal with these feelings
along with some of the
resources out there.
Just turning on the television to watch the news can
make us feel depressed.
Events such as the polarization of our society politically,
the level of poverty and
homelessness, the environmental changes and catastrophes of fire, flooding, tornadoes,
hurricanes,
and
COVID, among others, cause
us to feel helpless.
COVID, the pandemic, has become a
political issue. The economy has suffered tremendously, especially in small
businesses, due to increased costs, and
the lack of both customers and employees. Some businesses have been forced
to close their doors. Individuals have
been prevented from having get-togethers with family and friends, weddings

by Jo Ann C. Brannock, Ph.D.
and other celebrations have been can- breathing exercises and instructions on
celled, not being there for family and meditational practices. Getting a pet not
friends during hospital stays and dying only provides companionship, but the
situations, and even funerals have been sheer act of petting one is relaxing.
postponed. Education has been trans- Saying yes more often and gratitude givformed into on-line classes. We have felt ing by volunteering or helping someone
the inability to go out and even shop. is also helpful. The Serenity Prayer of
Our exercise and our inability to take Alcoholics Anonymous is helpful:
care of ourselves physically and mental- “God, Grant me the Serenity to accept
ly has been affected. There are so many the things I cannot change, the Courage
more events than these, but what we to change the things I can, and the
have felt is isolation and eventual Wisdom to know the difference.” We do
depression.
not have to be an addict to use this
Everyone has episodes of thought.
depression in reaction to
Let’s review some of the possible
changes in life, and many of symptoms of depression, which we
us do not like change. We might experience periodically, but can
want things to stay the way become more serious when they chronithey were. When the situa- cally occur on a daily basis: 1) feeling
tion is not occurring every sad or empty; 2) lack of interest in preday or is intermittent or only viously enjoyable activities; 3) signifioccasional, we usually can cant weight loss or gain with a decrease
deal with this ourselves. For or increase in appetite; 4) insomnia or
example, too much news on hypersomnia; 5) agitation, restlessness,
television leaves us feeling irritability; 6) fatigue or loss of energy;
overwhelmed, so reduce the 7) feelings of worthlessness, hopelessamount of time we spend ness, guilt; 8) inability to think or conwatching television. A sec- centrate, or indecisiveness; 9) a family
ond method is to change the way we history of depression, such as a parent;
evaluate situations. For example, if that 10) recurrent thoughts of death, recurnegative thought, where we constantly rent suicidal ideation, suicide attempt or
say that we ALWAYS mess up is plan for completing suicide, which is
changed to a positive thought. Say, “I serious and one needs to seek profesam human, and I sometimes mess up, sional help. Making sure guns and
but not 100% of the time.” Another way drugs, including alcohol, are not availis to put an App on your cell phone, e.g., able is helpful, but I cannot stress
the Calm App. This App provides enough to seek professional help.

COVID-19 UPDATE
COVID-19 Vaccines ages 5-11

Pfizer vaccines are now Emergency Use Authorized (EUA) for prevention of
COVID infection for children age 5-11 years.
The COVID-19 Vaccine (Pfizer) for
Kids Ages 5-11:
• Is a different dose size than those
ages 12+
• Is safe and effective with minimum
side effects
• Significantly reduces your child’s
risk of getting COVID, or suffering
from severe COVID
• Generates a robust immune response
offering protection when going to
school and other indoor social gatherings
• Can reduce missed school days
Scientific statements:
• Pfizer was found to be 90.7% effective for those ages 5-11, and 95% for
those ages 12+
• Pfizer vaccine reduced risk for
COVID hospitalization by 93% among
adolescents ages 12-18.
• Natural immunity is not enough.
Vaccination is also still recommended

for those who have been infected with
COVID, as immunity from natural
infection is not certain. A recent study
showed that unvaccinated people with
previous COVID infection were 5x
more likely to get infected with COVID
compared to vaccinated people.
To book an appointment, visit:
• Your local pharmacy’s website
• Your health provider
• Vaccines.gov
• MyTurn.ca.gov
• Othena.com
Remember to select the specific age of
your child when scheduling as doses are
different for those ages 5-11 than those
ages 12+.
Some providers, pharmacies, or health
systems are also offering vaccine
appointments for children that may not
appear on myturn.ca.gov.

For the latest COVID-19 information, visit
www.ochealthinfo.com or call (714) 834-2000

Suggested professional resources are
to:
1) Go through your doctor for a referral, preferably within your insurance
networks due to cost.
2) Contact the Crisis Prevention
Hotline of Orange County by calling 1800-273-8255. They are open 24 hours a
day for immediate, confidential telephone therapy for people who are in crisis or are experiencing suicidal thoughts.
Spanish-, English-, and Korean-speaking counselors are available at 1-877727-4747 eight hours a day with availability of other languages upon request.
3) For safe, secure, and culturally sensitive emotional support for all
Californians who need support relating
to
COVID-19,
go
to
calhopeconnect.org.
4) Trained church and school counselors
Jo Ann C. Brannock, Ph.D. is a retired
clinical psychologist and has taught
psychology for over 40 years at
Fullerton College, Chapman University,
California State University, Fullerton,
and University
of
Southern
California. Her
inspiration for
writing this article was the tragic suicide of her
nephew, which
might have been
prevented.

Blood Donation Opportunities
RedCrossBlood.org

Nearly two years into the pandemic,
everyone has earned a holiday break
with their family and friends. But as
the nation gathers again for celebrations this season, the American Red
Cross, which provides 40% of the
country’s blood, is facing historically
low blood supply levels.
Donors are urged to schedule an
appointment now by using the Red
Cross Blood Donor App, visiting
RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
There is no blood donation waiting
period for those who have received a

flu shot or a Moderna, Pfizer, or
Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine or booster, as long as they are
symptom-free.
Blood drive safety
Each Red Cross blood drive and
donation center follows the highest
standards of safety and infection control, and additional precautions –
including face masks for donors and
staff, regardless of vaccination status –
have been implemented to help protect
the health of all those in attendance.
Donors are asked to schedule an
appointment prior to arriving at the
drive.

Anaheim
12/22/2021 & 12/30/2021: 10:30am - 5pm, Brewery X, 3191 E La Palma Ave
Brea
12/22/2021: 9:45am - 4:15pm, Brea Gateway Center, 305 W Imperial Hwy
12/23/2021: 1 - 7pm, Brea Masonic Center, 500 E Imperial Hwy
12/29/2021: 8am - 8pm, ALTA Resources, 950 Mariner St
12/30/2021: 8am - 2pm, Brea Masonic Center, 500 E Imperial Hwy
Buena Park
12/23/2021: 11:30am - 6pm, Buena Park Downtown, 8308 On the Mall
Fullerton
Red Cross Fullerton Blood Donation Center,
1144 Rosecrans Ave See RedCrossBlood.org for hours
12/22/2021: 11:30am - 6pm, AMC Dine-In, 1001 S. Lemon St
12/30/2021: 11am - 5pm, St Jude Medical Center, 101 E. Valencia Mesa Dr
La Habra
12/23/2021: 1:45 - 8:15pm, Frazier Martial Arts, 759 E. Whittier Blvd
12/27/2021: 12 - 6:30pm, Walmart, 1340 S. Beach Blvd
Orange
12/19/2021: 10am - 4pm, American Legion Post 132, 143 S. Lemon St
12/28/2021: 10am - 4pm, First Christian Church, 1130 East Walnut Ave
12/30/2021: 12:30 - 5pm, Starbucks, 2115 N. Tustin Ave. #2
12/30/2021: 8am - 12:30pm, Starbucks, 2115 N. Tustin Ave. #2
Yorba Linda
12/20/2021: 1 - 7 pm, Yorba Linda Masonic Center, 4847 Main St
12/20/2021: 9am - 3:30pm, Keller Williams, 19631 Yorba Linda Blvd
12/23/2021: 1 - 7 pm, Yorba Linda Masonic Center, 4847 Main St
12/27/2021: 2 - 8pm, Yorba Linda Masonic Center, 4847 Main St
12/27/2021: 8am - 2pm, Yorba Linda Masonic Center, 4847 Main St

OPINION
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our extensive coverage, we seek to promote a sense of community and an appreciation for the values of diversity with
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Out of My Mind
by Jon Dobrer © 2021

Understanding Putin & Xi
within an Historical Context
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”
-George Santayana
Will Putin invade Ukraine? Will Xi them. The Soviet Union essentially
annex Taiwan? These are two of the broke up. This may have seemed an
most important questions we can ask— unbridled win for us, but today we are
along with if there’s anything we can do facing (or avoiding) the deferred cost.
to influence these two potentially exis- The loss of their satellite nations—from
tential questions for humanity.
East Germany, Poland, Belarus and
These questions are related, not simply Ukraine (plus Crimea) to Georgia—they
because of the dangers that they pose but feel as dismemberment. It is profoundly
because of ignorance and/or disregard of painful and psychologically unaccepthistory. Leaders like Putin and Xi do not able.
appear ex nihilo but come from an hisThey see us as having broken them up
toric context. They come to power and and also having lied to them about our
maintain power because they embody own ambitions and goals. We teach, corthe history, ambitions, and fears of their rectly, that Putin is a violent liar and
countries.
master manipulator. He sees us as the
A chess Grand Master studies the same. He sees that when the Berlin Wall
games, the histories and the patterns of came down and Germany united, we
his or her opponents. We don’t do a very said that we would not go into Poland.
good job of conveying the histories of Then Poland was accepted into NATO,
either our friends or adversaries. We see and we put missiles into Poland. This
the world through a lens of all good or was to Russia the same as their having
all evil, where we’re usually the good put missiles into Cuba. We promised we
ones—or at least well-meanwould not mess with
ing. Putin is bad. Xi is bad.
Ukraine, but we got caught
They want bad things.
on tape plotting whom to
We don’t
Ok but why? I do not want
support in their presidential
do a very
to make the case for either
elections, and we aided in the
good job
Putin or Xi, but I do want to
overthrow of their elected
of conveying (not fairly but elected) presiunderstand the history, both
personal and national, that
the histories dent.
informs their fears and ambiWhen Putin draws a red
of either
tions. Without such underline, telling us not to allow
our friends Ukraine into NATO, it would
standing we’ll fall into a
costly and possibly deadly or adversaries. be best to take him seriously
“fool’s mate.”
and understand not simply
Following WWII our plan
the recent history but also the
was to have the capability of
long view. Ukraine was
fighting two wars simultaneously. We Russia. It is their Plymouth Rock. The
saw the immediate threat from the Varangians (Vikings) came down the
Soviet Union and could also see the Dnieper river on their way to trade with
growth of Chinese power and ambition. Constantinople, and Russia grew from
We understood that we could not stop Kiev, which was about midway on that
the USSR from rolling westward across trade route.
Europe without using nuclear weapons,
Losing Ukraine to independence was
so we built and deployed a nuclear arse- never going to be accepted by Russia.
nal to deter Soviet aggression. It From Kiev, on the Dnieper east to the
worked. They didn’t invade, and we did- present (if moving) Russian border, the
n’t go to war. We eventually won the population is majority ethnic Russian,
Cold War without major military and the dialect and religion are close to
exchanges.
the Russian dialect and church. The
The Soviet Union’s form of govern- western part of Ukraine is both ethnicalment and economy, combined with the ly and religiously different. Russia most
expenses associated with building and likely doesn’t want to invade or own the
maintaining their military, bankrupted western Ukraine (it’s an economic basket case) but they are driven by history,
modern and traditional, to claw back

HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages
provide a free forum for the community. The Observer welcomes letters on
any subject of interest. Opinions are
those of the writer. We must verify
your identity, but we allow initials
only and town to be printed if desired,
or anonymous in print if a reasonable
case can be made as to why that is
necessary. Opinions sent to us without
name, address and phone number will
not be printed. Due to space issues
shorter letters have a better chance of
getting in. Please add your contact
information so we can verify. Thanks!

contact@fullertonobserver.com
or mail to: Fullerton Observer
PO Box 7051
Fullerton CA 92834
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their historic birthplace.
There’s yet more in Russian history
pushing them to be aggressive towards
any other power having influence in
Ukraine. The word itself comes from a
Slavic word for borderland. It has been a
border and buffer against the French, the
Germans and now the generic west. To
lose it is to feel not only humiliated but
vulnerable.
All of which is not to justify but only
explain why Putin is poised on the border and if not now, some day, will roll all
the way to Kiev on the Dnieper.
What are we to do? Sanctions? Count
on world opinion? Freeze them out of
the international banking system?
Maybe. Go to war? A ruinous idea. I
don’t think we’re willing to go to war
for Ukraine, but Russia very well may
be. Our life-death calculation must be
based on more than Putin. We need to
rely on the great and persistent drives of
Russian history from the Vikings to
Peter the Great and to Putin.
On the other side of the world in
China, we could make a fatal miscalculation if we didn’t understand the history
of China, colonialism, and the historic
status of Taiwan. Though unlike
Ukraine, Taiwan is not part of the origin
story of China, it is however historically
part of Chinese identity from the 13th
Century when Han Chinese fishermen
began settling and displacing the indigenous people who, though coming from
South China, spoke a Polynesian dialect.
It passed eventually to the Han majority,
was then occupied by the Dutch, ruled
by Japan, and after WWII, occupied by
the Republic of China, under Chang
Kai-Shek.
While Taiwan has flourished economically even with its ambiguous status as
neither fully independent nor a recognized Chinese province, the mainland
wants it back. Xi, who sees and promoted himself as a great historic leader,
wants his legacy to be not simply expansion of China’s sphere of influence but
also the reabsorption of Hong Kong and
Taiwan. He has already taken Hong
Kong, virtually cost free. Now for
Taiwan.
I think one would have trouble finding
objective scholars of the area who
believe that Taiwan won’t be part of
China in 50 years or fewer. So, the great
question is if the United States will risk
war over what will surely be a lost
cause?
We will almost certainly not choose
war with either Russia or China. But any
of us could make a tragic miscalculation. And miscalculation is a major force
in the history of great and once great
nations. We must know history, theirs
and ours, in order to have a chance at
avoiding catastrophe.
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Letters to the Editor
Send to contact@fullertonobserver.com

Missed trash pickups before the strike
I read this previous article online
(https://fullertonobserver.com/2020/12/
14/residents-report-inconsistent-trashpickup-in-fullerton/amp/)
I wasn’t having these issues in 2020,
but I can’t even count the number of
missed pickups I have had to report over
the last 4-6 months. At least one a
month, and sometimes 3-4 weeks in a
row of missed pickups. It has usually
been the recycling that gets missed, and
it’s almost always the entire alley behind
my house. Calling for a missed pickup
sometimes helps, but I often have to call
more than once to get a result, and by

then it’s usually only a day or two before
the next trash day anyway. It’s gotten
increasingly frustrating as the people on
the phone ensure me that the missed
pickups are a “strike” against the driver,
but nothing seems to change, and especially bad around holidays when we
have more boxes to break down and
recycle. I wonder if other people beyond
my neighborhood (near Commonwealth
and Euclid) are still having the same
experiences and if the City is aware of
these continued issues.
Jeremy Talcott Fullerton

Going above the Call of Duty
I live in a two bedroom one story
condo duplex. Which means we share a
wall with my neighbor.
On Friday December 3 at 7:30am
from my bedroom I heard a faint call out
of my name. I checked with my wife
and it was not her. This meant it may
have come from my next door neighbor
who has mobility issues. I rang her
doorbell and got no response. I went
around to the back where her bedroom
window was half open and called out
and she responded she fell down and
said, “I can't get up!”
I immediately called the Fullerton Fire
Department Station #3 for help. They
quickly arrived and removed the screen
from the back window, climbed into the
house, and opened the door to let in the
other three fireman. They helped her up
and assessed that except for a few bruises, she was okay.
She uses a walker for moving around
in the kitchen and outside but due to
space restrictions needs a cane to get to
the bedroom and bathroom. But her
cane was missing.
All four firemen searched all four
rooms and could not find her cane. She

also needs her cane to dress.
After the Firemen left, I remembered
another lady in our community is mobility challenged and went over to her
place to see if she had a spare cane. She
was up having her breakfast and was not
dressed but had a cane, She asked me to
come back 20 minutes later. I did and
retrieved her spare cane from her car.
I went back to my neighbor, showed
her the cane and was pleasantly surprised by her response.
One of the Fullerton Fireman had
returned with a cane for her!
What a wonderful ending to an almost
tragic day! Not only did they rescue her
by climbing through her window,
checked her out... they also realized her
immediate need and returned with a
cane.
This showed me that they are not only
good at their job but also showed great
humanity for a challenged Fullerton residence! ABOVE THE CALL OF
DUTY!
Great Job Fullerton Fire Department!

Operation Christmas Child
Story and Photos by Jere Greene
Once again volunteers ranging from
teenagers to seniors pack thousands of
'shoe boxes' with Christmas gifts for
children around the world. Working in
groups of around 12 and a team leader,
the workers carefully pack the individual boxes with gifts based on gender and
age.
Churches and local groups collect
gifts and pack them into the shoe boxsize containers. Beginning the third
week each November, the boxes are
delivered to the Samaritan's Purse facility in Fullerton. There the warehouse
area is converted to a series of assembly
lines where each container is opened,

inspected for appropriate content, graded for proper age level, and identified
for either a boy or girl. The shoe boxes
are then placed into shipping containers,
labeled for delivery, scanned, and then
stacked on pallets for international shipping, and moved into trailers. They are
then loaded onto ships or flown by air to
countries around the world for distribution to over 100 countries. Additional
information
is
available
at
SamaritansPurse.org/OCC.
The Samaritan's Purse facility in
Fullerton supports the western states and
Hawaii and was involved with the disaster recovery operation following the
Paradise fire in California.

You make this paper possible.
You can help us by asking the managers and owners of the businesses you
frequent to cary the Fullerton Observer.
Businesses can call 714-525-6402 or email us at
contact@fullertonobserver.com to receive a bundle or a free rack.

Thank you.

Tony Package Fullerton

Sweet notes from subscribers
Dear Fullerton Observer Staff,
Thank you, thank you for keeping the
Thank you for your coverage of the Observer going.
Barbara Fullerton
City Council. When is comes to affordable housing, it seems they’ll always Observer,
Enclosed is my subscription to the
think about it tomorrow. I sure do wish
Fullerton
Observer newspaper.
they would do something about it today!
Really
enjoy
the newspaper and your
Kathy Fullerton
excellent reporting on City Council,
Thanks, Observer crew, for keeping up- goings-on in the city, & events taking
to-date on Fullerton community happen- place.
Thank you, Beverly Fullerton
ings!
Marilyn Fullerton
Love the Observer! Keep our commuKeep up the good work as eyes and nity connected and empowered.
ears of the community!
E. Fullerton
Aaron Fullerton
Dear Fullerton Observer Staff,
A very special thank-you to: Kathy, Marilyn, E, Barbara, Beverly, Ernest, Dean
S., Brydon, Aaron and Dean Q. for your notes of encouragement and humor.
-Observer Staff

HOMEMADE SUPPLY KIT for DISASTERS

by Jere Greene (involved with disaster operations since 1993)

If a disaster were to occur, emergency services could be delayed, therefore it
is important to have basic supplies within easy reach to keep your household
safe. You can easily include a few items listed here in your weekly shopping
and create a homemade kit that will protect you in case of disaster in the future.
See previous issues for weeks 1-2.
WEEK 4
household members including pets.
2) FEMA recommends that you
Stationary Store
always shut off all individual circuits
Waterproof container for important
before shutting off the main
documents
circuit breaker. Find the circuit
Notebook and pencil
breaker to your house and find out
To Do
how to shut electricity off at
1) Gather and copy all important
www.pge.com/mybusiness/edusafet
documents. Include a photo of your
y/gas-electric/electriconoff/.

Tree Lighting: Hundreds gathered at the Downtown Plaza on December 4
for a tree lighting ceremony and Winter Market. PHOTO BY JERE GREENE.
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Phyllis Marie Stanko 1943 - 2021
Lifetime resident of
Fullerton, passed away on
11/18/21 in her home. She
was 78 years old.
She is survived by daughters Gina & Michelle as well
as seven grandchildren, six
great-grandchildren and her
last remaining sibling,
Larry.
She worked within the
hospitality management industry for
well over 30 years. Helping decorate
the hotels during the holidays was
one of her favorites. Phyllis had a

passion for fashion and
decor.
Other hobbies included
thrifting, crafting, tablescaping and gardening. Her talent
has even been featured in
magazines.
Phyllis will be greatly
missed by her family and all
who had the pleasure of
knowing her.
Service was held at McAulay &
Wallace Mortuary in Fullerton on
Saturday, December 11, 2021, at
2pm.

MID DECEMBER 2021

Alexander M. Escarsega 1931 - 2021
Alexander M. Escarsega,
90, died November 2, 2021
in Orange County, CA.
He was born October 31,
1931,
in
Placentia,
California and resided in
Fullerton for years. He was
the son of Juan and Angelina
Escarsega. At just 19 years
old he served as a Corporal
in the United States Army during the
Korean War. He was wounded in battle and awarded the Purple Heart, two
Service Stars, and a Bronze Star for
heroism in action.
He lived with passion and spent his

time doing the things he
loved:
Spending
time
around his family and serving his community.
In 2015 he received the
President’s
Volunteer
Service
Award
from
President Barack Obama for
20 years of national and
community service.
He is survived by his wife Tillie, his
3 daughters, his 6 grandchildren, 3
sons-in-laws, and a great-grandchild
on the way.
Today his life and legacy lives on in
the hearts of the people who love him.

Nancy Virginia Lee 1927-2021
Longtime Fullerton resident
Nancy Lee, 93, passed away
peacefully on September 30,
2021.
Born in Saginaw, Michigan,
she was the only child of John
L. and Alice Lightbourn Lee.
Nancy
graduated
from
Monroe High School in 1945
and Michigan State Normal College
with a Teaching Credential in 1949,
and obtained a Masters in Counseling
from California State University,
Fullerton in 1969. During her teaching
career, Nancy taught in Michigan,
Japan (Yokota Air Base), Germany
(Sembach Air Base), and California
(Fullerton and Garden Grove). She
retired from the Fullerton School
District,
Raymond
Elementary

School, after 26 years of
teaching Kindergarten and
2nd Grade. Nancy also volunteered for the Fullerton
Public Library Board of
Trustees, Fullerton Library
Foundation Board, Fullerton
Friends of the Library, and
the Fullerton Elementary
Teachers Association. An avid reader,
photographer, and traveler, Nancy fulfilled her goal of visiting and taking
photographs on all seven continents.
Her friendship, generosity, and travel
stories will be missed by her family
and friends. Donations may be made
on Nancy’s behalf to the ASPCA,
Audubon Society, Humane Society,
PETA, and World Wildlife Fund.

Carole Cecile Kemp 1936 - 2021
Carole Cecile Haller
Kemp sadly and unexpectedly
passed
away
November 11, 2021.
She was born on
December 26, 1936, in
Chicago, Illinois, to Steve
and Aileen (Ryan) Haller.
During high school she
worked as a Telephone
Operator for the phone company in
1956.
After high school, Carole joined the
Air Force. She was stationed at
Omaha, Nebraska. It was here that
she met Robert Kemp who was stationed at March Air Force Base in
Southern California. They were married on August 10, 1957, and moved
to California.
They subsequently purchased the
family’s home in Buena Park, CA in
1961. Their family grew to four children, Robert, Catherine, David, and
Michael were born. While very busy
raising her family and attending St
Pius V Catholic Church, Carole was
active in the PTA, Camp Fire Girls
and Little League. A lifelong learner,
avid reader and writer, Carole
returned to school to pursue her love
of Journalism, earning a BA degree
from Cal State Fullerton. She reported for several newspapers including
The Fullerton Tribune, The Daily
Pilot and the Orange County

Register. Following her
successful career, she eventually worked as a
Technical Writer at Ford
Aerospace before retiring.
After the marriage ended,
Carole met her partner
Alan Westney and soon
they were enjoying their
retirement years traveling
and spending time with their blended
family, which included Alan’s children Merriann, Kathy, and Alan jr,
and his grandchildren. Like most pursuits she set her sights on, she was an
ace ‘billiards shark.’ She and Alan
enjoyed great success playing in their
local pool league. Carole also was a
valued volunteer at the Buena Park
Police Department. Sadly, Alan
passed away in 2018. As a fiercely
independent woman, she remained in
her Buena Park, CA lifelong home
until her passing.
Carole was preceded in death by her
parents Steve and Aileen Haller and
her beloved partner Alan. Carole is
survived by her brother Tom Haller of
Chicago, Ill. and her beloved four
children and their spouses Robert
Kemp (fiancée Kristina), Catherine
Kemp, David Kemp (Marybeth), and
Michael Kemp (Jaylee), nine grandchildren, and 5 great-grandchildren,
and her loving niece Katherine
Wright Hogan of Redmond, Oregon.

HOW TO SEND A TRIBUTE

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day-2021
Story and photo by Ed Paul, Post Adjutant
Fullerton American Legion Post 142 officers held a brief ceremony on the 80th
anniversary of Pearl Harbor day at the Hillcrest Park Memorial on Tuesday,
December 7. Commander Marilyn Harris and Judge Advocate Neil Reich presented flowers, offered prayers, and played the National Anthem. Reich, who was 13 at
the time and joined the Marines during the war, offered some of his remembrances.

The Longest Night
Homeless Memorial
Every year on December 21, the
Winter Solstice, the longest night of the
year,
local nonprofits Hope 4
Restoration and Women Driver’s
Interfaith host a memorial service and
candlelight vigil to “commemorate the
lives of our Orange County neighbors
who died this past year without a permanent, safe, and secure place to call
home.” This year, due to COVID-19,
they will be hosting the event live on
YouTube.
Sign
up
at
http://eepurl.com/hle9jP.

Fullerton residents: 185 words & one photo are free, 5” by 3.75”
For more information call (714) 525-6402 or email ads@fullertonobserver.com.

Motorcyclist dies
in fatal traffic collision
Fullerton Police Officers responded to
reports of a traffic collision involving a
motorcycle and an automobile that
occurred on Friday November 26 at
Bradford Avenue and Quartz Lane.
Upon arrival, officers located a male
motorcyclist who was lying near the
intersection. The motorcyclist had significant traumatic injuries and was pronounced dead on the scene by Fullerton
Fire Department. Officers questioned
the driver of the automobile, a male 26year-old Fullerton resident who
remained at the scene. A Drug
Recognition Expert responded and conducted a Driving Under the Influence
investigation and determined no alcohol
or drugs were involved.
Preliminary investigation revealed the

motorcyclist was traveling southbound
on Bradford Avenue and the automobile
was going eastbound on Quartz Lane
making a northbound turn onto Bradford
Avenue.
The deceased male’s identity will be
released by the Orange County Coroner
at a time they feel is appropriate and
pending notification of next of kin.
The investigation is ongoing. Any witnesses with information about this collision are encouraged to contact Fullerton
Police Traffic Accident Investigator
Joseph Feaster at (714) 738-6812. Those
wishing to provide information anonymously may call the Orange County
Crime Stoppers at 1(855) TIP-OCCS or
visit
their
website
at
occrimestoppers.org.
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Tree of the Month
by Jensen Hallstrom
The Heritage Trees Committee (HTC) presents
the toyon at the Muckenthaler Cultural Arts Center
as December’s Tree of the Month. It was chosen to
recognize its historic, cultural, and ecological values in the hope that it can be preserved and protected.
With a canopy spreading over 30 feet wide and
rising nearly 30 feet high, this may be the largest
and oldest toyon in Fullerton. It has grown for
decades just east of the Muckenthaler house, along
the original driveway.
Toyon (heteromeles arbutifolia) is native to both
coastal California and northern Baja California. It
is a prominent plant in chaparral and coastal sage
scrub ecosystems. Though commonly shrubby in
form, individual old-growth specimens may attain
tree size and structure. Summertime blooms of
white flowers are an important source of nectar for
butterflies and a wide diversity of native pollinators. Brilliant red berries ripen in winter and are
foraged by western bluebirds, cedar waxwings,
and mockingbirds.
Toyon berries have historically been a dietary
staple for many of California’s native tribes. Ripe
berries were cooked to break down toxins in the
seeds. The thick, dark green leaves were made into
an infusion to treat infected wounds. The dense
wood was also harvested and crafted into fish
hooks and arrow shafts.
To reach the Heritage Trees Committee (HTC)
call or text (714) 729-3019 or visit
www.SaveFullerton.com/Trees.

Jensen beneath the toyon tree.

Adlena Park had two new Chinese
Elms, three Oaks, and one Sycamore
tree planted in early October to replace
the six original 100-year old Chinese
Elms that were cut down due to disease
in early September. Two large logs were
retained and placed in the park as seating.

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2021
ANSWER
KEY
PUZZLE
“TIS THE
SEASON(ING)”
on page 4:
TO

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since 2014.
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Advertise in the Fullerton Observer
email: ads@fullertonobserver.com,
call 714-525-6402, or visit us online at
www.fullertonobserver.com & click on Advertise

Grand Canyon: Long-time Fullerton resident Paul Moore and his wife
recently visited the Grand Canyon and stayed at Phantom Ranch, the only lodging
at the bottom of the canyon. Behind Paul is the Colorado River and one of the suspension bridges above it. Sent by Dolly Lin. Send your Observer around the World
photos to contact@fullertonobserver.com.

