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Teacher of the Year: Veronica Krause, a 3rd grade teacher at Maple School was awarded the Region 11 California League of Schools Elementary Teacher of the
Year. Ms. Krause was nominated for her devotion and dedication to her students and her ability to make a difference. See story on page 8. PHOTO BY ANTHONY ABNEY.

New Federal and State District Lines
divide Fullerton in Two by Anthony Robert
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California recently underwent redistricting in the wake of the 2020 United
States Census, and Fullerton is certain to
be affected through potential changes in
the Congressional and State legislatures.
The new maps will take effect beginning

with the November 2022 midterm elections. Although all 50 states are currently undergoing the redistricting process,
California’s method of using a bipartisan, appointed commission of citizens is
unique, being shared with only a few

other states such as Colorado and
Michigan, according to Sara Sadhwani,
a Commissioner on the California
Citizen’s Redistricting Commission.
See New Districts, Page 14

SAVE SUNRISE VILLAGE
SMALL BUSINESSES
149-unit development vs. Sunrise Shopping Center from the view
of customers and businesses Opinion by Cathy Yang
As an Asian American, I am writing to
offer my perspective on the proposed
Pines at Sunrise Village residential development. A couple of decades ago when
my family and I first moved to Sunny
Hills, I met a white gentleman living in
the neighborhood and he told me a story
that when he was living in Sunny Hills
back in the 1960s, there was a petition
among some of the white neighbors to
“stop” an Asian American family from
buying a house in the neighborhood
because “they weren’t the right kind of
people.” He refused to sign the petition,
but the story illustrates the racism and
discrimination that Asian Americans
faced when they first put down their roots
here in north Fullerton.
Over the years, Asian Americans have
flocked to Fullerton in increasing numbers for its safe neighborhoods, awardwinning schools, open space, and recreational opportunities. Today, Asian
Americans make up 25% of Fullerton residents and the Sunrise Village shopping
center has become the heartbeat and part
of the fabric of Asian American life in
north Fullerton, with Korean-owned businesses providing healthcare, pet care,

tutoring, and dining services for the north
Fullerton community, including 38,000
Asian Americans who call Fullerton
home. For example, my family and I regularly go to Sunrise Village for dental
care at Dr. Kim’s dental office, kid’s
after-school activities at Kumon and
Elite, and delicious meals at the
Dumpling House.
The proposed Pines residential development to replace the Sunrise Village
would, without a doubt, destroy a huge
part of the thriving Asian American community that has taken decades to build.
Further, Asian-owned businesses would
be disproportionately harmed, displacing
crucial services that many residents have
come to rely on, and maiming the Asian
American community’s way of life. I
understand the need for more housing,
and I am not against development. But
the need for housing should not and cannot come at the expense at the Asian
American community, especially at this
time of a global pandemic when Asian
Americans everywhere have had to face
everything from overt racism to downright hostility and physical and verbal
See Sunrise Village, Page 20
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An Interview
with Mayor
Fred Jung
In December, just a year into his first
term, 1st District councilmember Fred
Jung was chosen by a 3-2 majority of his
fellow councilmembers as the first
Korean American Mayor of Fullerton.
Observer: Congratulations on being
voted mayor of Fullerton. That was a
controversial vote, and it isn’t always.
Jung: And it shouldn’t be. It should be
based on the trust of other councilmembers, their faith and belief in their colleague, the same way elections are
determined by the voters who have faith
and a belief in the candidate, and if you
haven’t generated that, I don’t know that
the title of Mayor should be awarded to
you.
Observer: The City is deficient in personnel. I believe we have one permanent
City department head currently. Are you
concerned about this?
See Interview, Page 5

Redistricting Community Workshop Dates
Redistricting Workshop to receive input from residents to describe neighborhoods and communities of interest:
• January 13, 2022, 6pm
• January 29, 2022, 10am
Chapman Park Bldg. 2515 San Carlos Dr, Fullerton
Orangethorpe Park Bldg 1737 W Roberta Ave, Fullerton
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Jeff Collier to serve
as Acting City Manager
The Fullerton City Council at their
December 21 meeting approved Jeff
Collier to serve as Acting City Manager
upon Steve Danley’s departure and until
a permanent replacement is selected.
The City retained Steve Danley on
April 28 following a Council majority’s
decision to end the contract of former
City Manager Ken Domer. Danley was
to serve as Acting City Manager until
the City completed a recruitment for a
permanent City Manager. His initial
contract term ended in October.
The first recruitment for a permanent
City Manager concluded without a
selection and Danley agreed to extend
his contract for another two months until
December 24.
At present, the City is nearing completion of the second recruitment. To ensure
that Fullerton continues to have uninterrupted management while the Council
completes its recruitment for a permanent appointment, staff recommended
appointing Collier as Acting City
Manager. Collier has served as the
Interim Deputy City Manager and
Interim Parks and Recreation Director
for the city of Fullerton since September
21.
The salary for Collier as Acting City
Manager is $225,000 or $108.17 per

Jeff
Collier
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hour, set by contract.
In addition to having served as
Whittier City Manager for eight years
before retirement, Collier has nearly 40
years of local government experience,
including 18 years as a department
director
overseeing
Community
Development, Economic Development,
and Public Works. Collier has also previously served the cities of Chino Hills,
West Covina, Glendora, and Claremont.
Collier holds a Bachelor of Science in
Urban and Regional Planning from Cal
Poly Pomona and a Masters of Public
Administration degree from Cal State
Fullerton. Collier assumed his new role
as Acting City Manager on December
25.
The recruitment for a permanent City
Manager is still underway.

Residents can expect credit for
missed trash days
Fullerton residents are expected to
eventually receive credit for missed
trash pickups. Trash service resumed on
December 17 following the cessation of
a labor dispute between city trash hauler
Republic Services and its sanitation
employees. The strike, which began on
December 9, affected service in
Fullerton,
Placentia,
Anaheim,
Huntington Beach, and other cities
served by Republic Services.
The city of Fullerton is currently
working on providing credits to all residential customers whose service was
disrupted during this work stoppage.
These credits will require some time to
process administratively and will be
reflected on a future utility bill. The City
will provide further public information

in the near future regarding when customers can expect those credits.
Additionally, the City will work with
Republic Services to see that commercial, multifamily, and industrial customer credits will be provided.
The City has incurred a variety of
costs in responding to the trash strike. As
such, Fullerton will seek reimbursement
for these costs from Republic Services
as appropriate.
For questions or more information,
visit the city of Fullerton’s website:
www.cityoffullerton.com or email aliby Jane Reifer
vas@cityoffullerton.com.
Commercial or industrial customers
An historic neighborhood mural on
are encouraged to contact Republic Lemon St. across from the Maple
Services at (714) 238-2444.
Community Center and Lemon Park
recently suffered extensive damage
from vandalism. In earlier damage, several months ago, the face of the depicORLD OF EER WITHDRAWS APPLICATION
tion of the Virgin of Guadalupe was
by Judith Kaluzny
Dhaval Panchal. The enterprise was scraped away. The section showing Juan
incorporated January 20, 2020, and reg- Diego, the Indian visionary to whom the
The application of World of Beer for a istered at 109 S. Harbor Blvd. The agent Virgin Mary is said to have appeared, is
license to sell alcohol in downtown for service of process is Kanubhai Patel undamaged.
The Virgin of Guadalupe mural was
Fullerton was withdrawn November 19, in southwest Fullerton.
just two days after the planning commisIn order for the above-referenced painted in 1979, and for decades has
sion refused its second continuance business to proceed at said location, a been a beloved neighborhood icon
request. The Department of Alcohol new application for a CUP would have where people leave “ofrendas,” offerBeverage Control (ABC) had taken no to be filed. A new application for an ings of flowers and candles, in memory
action on the application for a license to alcohol license would also have to be of loved ones. Because of its setback
sell beer, wine, and distilled spirits filed with ABC. Upon filing, the appli- underneath the pedestrian bridge that
pending approval of a conditional use cant must then post a large orange sign
permit (CUP) for the premises at 109 on the front of the premises. Then any
South Harbor Blvd, which is currently person objecting to the granting of a
occupied by Blanquel Popular Art and license at that location would have just
Semilla, a plant shop. It would have 30 days to file their objection with ABC.
been license number 59 in Census Tract If objections are filed, ABC must have a
113, basically, the Restaurant Overlay public hearing presided over by an
District.
administrative law judge.
World of Beer, according to a
Carla Duron, owner of the plant shop
September 15 planning staff report, is “a Semilla at 109 South Harbor, said the
national restaurant chain with 48 loca- World of Beer sign had been posted
tions in the United States and one inter- some time in 2020 and that she knew
national location.” Acting as Aabhar some people had filed protests. No hearHospitality LLC, the owners of the pro- ing had yet taken place before the withposed enterprise are Bijal Patel and drawal of the application.
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Historic mural
of the Virgin of
Guadalupe
vandalized

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN ALBERT ALBRECHT.

crosses Lemon Street, it’s not as wellknown as the rest of the mural series that
faces Lemon directly and has always
been somewhat secluded and protected.
“It's so sad that anyone would vandalize such a beautiful mural,” said
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra, in whose
district the mural resides. “I’m truly
heartbroken. We've been trying to
restore these since 2019—a task made
harder due to the pandemic and our
City's financial problems. I've started
seeking private funding and was hoping
to seek community support this year to
resume the work. If anyone would like
to help, please reach out to me. We can
and we will bring Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe and the other murals back.”
To contact Councilmember Zahra email AhmadZ@cityoffullerton.com.
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City Council Redistricting
Process Begins by Jane Rands
The second meeting of the
“Districts shall be geographically conRedistricting Advisory Commission tiguous,” meaning continuous and con(RAC) was held in the City Council nected without skips or jumps. The
Chamber on December 15. Few people “geographic integrity” of neighborattended in person. On the agenda that hoods and local communities of interest,
night were two items, the first of which excluding relationships with political
was a Public Hearing titled parties, incumbents, and candidates
“Redistricting Process Overview and “shall be respected in a manner that
Input.” The Agenda Report recommend- minimizes its division.” Districts should
ed actions to “receive and file” a report also be easy to identify, following “natfrom the demographer on the redistrict- ural and artificial barriers.” Last on the
ing process and to “conlist of priorities is “geoduct a public hearing to
graphical compactness,”
receive community input
where one group of peoon district boundaries.”
ple is not bypassed to get
Questions and
The comingling of the
to a more distant group
comments from
two tasks made it
of people. As well,
the public were
unclear
when
and
Levitt highlighted, an
whether the intended
overall requirement that
centered on the
public hearing formally redistricting process boundaries “shall not be
occurred.
drawn to benefit or disand the lack of
The demographer concriminate against a polittimely notification
tracted by the City, Dr.
ical party.”
Justin Levitt, Vice
Levitt presented a set
about the
President of National
of
“other traditional
public hearing.
Demographics
redistricting principles,”
Corporation, gave a
without citing case law
presentation that includor other sources that he
ed an overview of federsaid could be followed
al and state redistricting
once the federal and
law, some Fullerton demographic infor- state criteria are satisfied, such as minimation, and four mapping tools the pub- mizing voter shift, where boundary
lic can use to create maps to submit to changes cause a voter to wait an addithe demographer and the RAC for con- tional two years for a total of six before
sideration. His presentation is available they can vote for a councilmember. He
in the Supplemental Materials to the also said that planned future building
meeting.
projects that may create a loss of housing or future population growth can be
District Boundary Criteria considered. He said that “continuity in
office,” or not targeting a councilmemThe California FAIR MAPS Act (ABber for removal can be considered
849 of 2019) requires the City to review
despite what seems to be a conflict with
the current district boundaries using the
the explicit exclusions in the definition
2020 Decennial Census data that, Levitt
of communities of interest. He also
explained, was received in September
offered the goal of preserving the core
rather than March of 2021, causing a
of an existing district. During Public
“compressed time-frame” to complete
Comment, Julia Gomez, an ACLU attorthe redistricting process. Charts containney said via Zoom that this added criteing population and other demographic
ria “should be disregarded” if it conflicts
information from 2016 when the diswith the federal and state criteria.
tricts were created, and with the 2020
adjusted census data, were made availFullerton Demographics
able in the agenda report.
Community input is used to learn
In 2016 there was a 6% difference in
“deviation from ideal” values between about the geographic boundaries, landthe most and the least populated dis- marks, and buildings that define neightricts, District 3 (D3) and D4, respec- borhoods and to understand the shared
tively. The 2020 census data counts identity, issues, and concerns that help
8,768 more residents throughout the define communities of interest.
City of which D3 received the largest Demographic data is used to understand
share (42%) and D4 received the small- socioeconomics, ethnic composition,
est (7%). The 2020 difference in “devia- languages spoken, age breakdown, voter
tion from ideal” between the most popu- registration and turnout, levels of educalated (D3) and least populated (D4) is tion, homeownership compared to rentnow at 16%. At a minimum, the districts ing, types of housing, and more.
A chart was included in Levitt’s presmust be adjusted to have no more than a
10% difference to meet the federal stan- entation that compared the current ethdard for “equal population” among the nic makeup categorized as Hispanic,
Non-Hispanic White, Non-Hispanic
districts, according to Levitt.
To comply with the Federal Voting Black, or Asian American, for each disRights Act, Levitt explained, boundaries trict by total population and by Citizen
should not “crack,” or divide protected Voting Age Population (CVAP). D4 and
groups among districts, nor should D5 each have an Hispanic majority (at
boundaries “pack” or combine protected least 50% + 1) and a Hispanic plurality
groups into a single district. “Race,” he (largest group) of CVAP. D1 has a
also explained, “cannot be the only or majority of Asian Americans and nearly
predominate factor in the creation of a an Asian American majority of CVAP.
Maps were provided in the presentadistrict.” But protected groups can be
kept together based on communities of tion materials from the demographer
interest and other policy concerns other that identified “Latino Neighborhoods”
than the color of one’s skin or the lan- based on CVAP in nearly all areas
throughout Fullerton, but “especially
guage they speak.
Levitt presented the prioritized criteria west Fullerton, south of Downtown
created by the FAIR MAPS Act (section Fullerton, and around Pearl Park.” A
21601(c) and (d)) that were not required map showing “Asian CVAP” data, idenwhen the current boundaries were tified “Asian neighborhoods” in the
northwest
quadrant
north
of
drawn.

The 2020 difference in “deviation from ideal” between the most populated (D3)
and least populated (D4) is now at 16%. IMAGE COURTESY OF CITY OF FULLERTON
Bastanchury, and a development in the
northeast-most corner of the City.
Other demographic data was presented on maps that showed where there are
apartments and multi-family housing
with a high concentration of renters
around CSUF. Levitt said that there are
many places where apartments are in
areas next to housing ownership. Levitt
commented on a map displaying income
over $75,000 that the levels of income
are higher north of Malvern/Chapman.
Other demographic data can be requested. Vince Buck requested that the political party affiliation data be available in
the district maps to allow the public to
see whether the districts are creating a
benefit to a political party.

Mapping Tools
The mapping tools were introduced
and are available for the public to use.
The tools will be demonstrated during
the Community Workshops on January
13 and 29 and February 10. Maps can be
submitted for a portion of the City or for
the entire City. Public comments submitted in a variety of forms will also be
considered as input to the maps proposed by the demographer.
The mapping tools provide data by
population units, areas that are larger
than the census blocks. A specific
request can be made to propose a boundary within a population unit if it follows
a census block boundary, according to
Levitt. Only one type of demographic
data can be displayed at one time by the
online mapping tools that can provide
demographic data. Mapping tools can be
accessed from https://www.cityoffullerton.com/government/departments/cityclerk/redistrict-fullerton/draw-a-map.

The tools range from a paper map with
population data that can be drawn upon,
a map combined with an Excel
Workbook, a browser-based tool called
Dave’s Redistricting App (only available in English) or the Caliper’s
Maptitude Online Redistricting tool
(available in six languages). The deadline to submit maps is Thursday,
February 10 at 11:59pm.

Commission and
Public Comment
Following Levitt’s presentation, the
Redistricting Advisory Commission
(RAC) members asked questions about
the redistricting process. The demographer answered their questions and then
the public made comments and asked
questions about the process, too. After
the last public comment about the redistricting process, the public hearing was
formally closed. However, it was not
apparent that the public hearing to
receive input on district boundaries had
been opened. Rather than providing
input on district boundaries, the questions and comments from the public
were centered on the redistricting
process and the lack of timely notification about the public hearing, where
City Facebook posts and email blasts
did not go out until the afternoon prior to
the December 15 meeting, according to
multiple public commentors.
The FAIR MAPS Act, requires “four
public hearings at which the public is
invited to provide input regarding the
composition of one or more council districts.”
Continued on page 19

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRITTANY REYES

Toys for Tots: This year Fullerton Home Depot’s Operation Surprise grant
was donated to Fullerton Fire Department for their annual toy drive supporting less
fortunate families in the community during the holiday season.
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES
by Jesse La Tour
The Council meets at 5pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each month.
Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings are
available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or by email to:
council@ci.fullerton.ca.us

December 21 Meeting
Closed Session
Before every public City Council
meeting, there is a closed session during
which Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of
the public. During this meeting, Council
met with staff to discuss negotiations
with the City’s fire and municipal
employee unions regarding salaries,
benefits, and working conditions.
Council also met with Jim Aureillo of
the Boys and Girls Club of Fullerton to
discuss price and terms of 801 West
Valencia Drive, Fullerton.

Council Meetings to
Start at 5pm
Mayor Fred Jung announced that,
starting in January, Council meetings
will begin at 5pm instead of 6:30pm. He
said this change will be made “In an
effort to improve the efficiency of our
council meetings, conserve the
resources of our staff, and limit public
and council fatigue.” He further added
that public comments on non-aggendized items may be moved to the end of
the meeting.

Appointments
Mayor Fred Jung was appointed to the Orange County Vector Control District
Board.
Mayor Jung was appointed to Investment Advisory Committee, with Mayor Pro
Tem Bruce Whitaker as alternate.
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra removed himself from being an alternate on the
OC Power Authority.
Applications for open seats on the Planning Commission (District 5), the Active
Transportation Commission, and Library Board of Trustees (Districts 4 and 5) are
due to the City Clerk’s office by January 10.
To apply visit www.cityoffullerton.com/government/departments/city-clerk/commissions-committees-boards.

Agenda Forecast
The next City Council meeting is January 18 at 5pm.
Agenda items include:
• Employment agreement for interim executive
• HOPE Center building improvements
• Classification Plan Update Parks and Recreation Manager
• Public Works Fee Study
• Lease Agreements for Neighborhood Centers
• Committee Appointments

SB 9 URGENCY ORDINANCE FAILS
City Council failed to pass an urgency
ordinance creating local limits and standards related to California Senate Bill 9
(SB 9), which went into effect on
January 1. The new law requires cities to
allow the splitting of single-family
zoned lots into two lots and development of up to two primary dwellings on
each lot “by right”—meaning these
kinds of developments would not go
before the Planning Commission or City
Council.
It also allows for 2 primary dwelling
units to be built on a single family lot,
even if there is no lot split. Setbacks of
only 4 feet from neighbors on the rear
and sides are allowed.
Local Fullerton accessory dwelling
unit law, in combination with this legislation, could allow up to 8 units where
there currently are 3 allowed (main
dwelling unit plus one accessory
dwelling unit plus one “junior” accessory dwelling unit).
While the goal of SB 9 is to increase
the supply of housing in California as a
means to address the housing affordability crisis, it does not actually require any
level of affordability. Supporters contend that the more housing built, the
sooner prices will come down, while

critics believe that it will take decades
for that to work, if ever, and that affordability is needed long before then.
SB 9 allows cities to establish some
objective standards for lot splits and
development, such as height limits and
basic safety egress and ingress, as long
as the local standards do not impede the
ability to split a lot as small as 2,400 sq
ft into two 1,200 sq ft lots with 2 primary residences each. Some of the proposed local standards were to maintain
the number of units allowed at a total of
4 since that was the intention of SB 9,
rather than the potential of 8, to require
step backs for second stories due to the
small setbacks, and to allow more historic neighborhoods to qualify for the
protections that had long been envisioned for them.
An urgency ordinance requires a fourfifths vote. Mayor Fred Jung, Mayor Pro
Tem
Bruce
Whitaker,
and
Councilmember Nick Dunlap voted in
favor, while Councilmembers Jesus
Silva and Ahmad Zahra abstained.
Although the urgency ordinance was not
adopted, these local standards could still
be adopted by council at a later date.
Fullerton Planning Manager Heather
Allen, who presented the urgency ordi-

Streetlights project rendering. COURTESY OF A CITY OF FULLERTON STAFF REPORT

Streetlights housing
development approved
Fullerton City Council voted unanimously to approve a large new housing
development on a 4.47-acre site located
within the Fullerton Town Center at the
northwest corner of Orangethorpe
Avenue and Lemon Street.
The project involves the demolition of
existing retail buildings and construction of a five-story mixed-use development with 329 residential apartments
and up to 6,500 square feet of ground
floor commercial space. Five percent of
the units will be deed-restricted units for
very low-income residents. The project
includes a parking structure and outdoor
public areas.
The design took inspiration from some
of Fullerton’s historic buildings, including the California Hotel (Villa del Sol)
and the Railroad Depot (The Old
Spaghetti Factory).
The project requires changing the
site’s zoning from commercial to highdensity residential. Streetlights is located in the Harbor Gateway Focus Area in
the City’s General Plan, which envisions
it as Fullerton’s “primary southern gateway, characterized by high-density
development at its southern end that will

consist of residential, commercial, and
mixed-use with convenient access to
regional transportation via the [91] freeway and Transportation Center.”
The Planning Commission voted (3-2)
on November 17 against approval of the
project citing concerns over the building’s height along Lemon and electric
vehicle infrastructure.
In response to Planning Commission’s
concerns, the developer made some
design modifications and increased the
length of parking stalls to accommodate
EV chargers.
During Council deliberations, there
was some discussion of traffic impacts,
as this is a busy area. Traffic engineer
Dave Roseman explained that part of the
project involves widening Lemon to
bring in right-term pockets and adding a
traffic signal with a left-turn arrow. He
added that the sum of the trips in the
new development will be less than the
traffic trips from businesses that are
there today.
Jane Rands asked that the project go
before the Active Transportation
Committee to review ways it can be
designed for safe, active transportation.

nance, addressed the concern over speculation, “There is some concern about
speculative investment. The author of
the bill put a lot in the bill already to
stave off people coming in and buying
up neighborhoods, so that’s already in
there,” Allen said. “We didn’t put it in
our urgency ordinance because it’s
already in state law.”
While SB9 requires an applicant to
sign an affidavit stating that they intend
to occupy one of the housing units as
their principal residence for 3 years, critics point out that the affidavit is only one
of intention, not requirement, and that
after 3 years there are no further speculation restrictions, although units can’t
be used for short term rentals and an
individual developer can’t develop two
currently adjacent properties (but other
developers can develop the adjacent
property in a leap-frog fashion).
Jane Reifer proposed several additions
to the ordinance, including stronger antispeculation measures (including no
timeshares, etc.), effective affordability
requirements, reasonable but accelerated
fee recovery, and several proposals
based on ordinances from other Orange
County cities, including tree protections
and stronger on-site property owner
guidelines.
SB 9 exempts historic districts,

although Ernie Kelsey, president of
Fullerton Heritage, expressed concern
that not all of Fullerton’s historic neighborhoods have official designation and
therefore protection.
According to a July 2021 study by the
Terner Center for Housing Innovation at
UC Berkeley, with market feasibility
factored in, SB 9 would enable new
development on 5.4 percent of current
single-family parcels.
During public comment, some residents spoke in favor of the urgency ordinance.
Mark Neynaber said he felt the new
law “could change the character of our
city.”
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2nd Place winners in Creativity: ReComp by Rylann G., Sarah C., Addison R.,
and Riya G. PHOTO COURTESY OF REP. YOUNG KIM’S STAFF

Fullerton School District Students
Honored at Congressional
App Challenge
After months of planning, coding, and
preparing, more than 12 FSD teams
were honored on December 20 for their
projects submitted as part of the
Congressional App Challenge, sponsored by Congressmember Young Kim.
Over 24 classes in grades 2 through 8
from FSD participated in the Challenge
from nine schools. The winners, representing entries from FSD schools are as
follows:

1st Place winners in Functionality: Sleep Tite by Isaac Y., Caleb C., Connor L.,
and Starry C. PHOTO COURTESY OF REP. YOUNG KIM’S STAFF

• 2nd Place: Positive by Meryl G.,
Yuryko M., and Tehea A.
• 1st Place: Sleep Tite by Isaac Y.,
Connor L., Caleb C., and Starry C.
Creativity:
Elementary School winners:
• 3rd Place: Pet Knowledge by Kristen
L., Yeeun J., and Anna M.
Originality:
• 2nd Place: ReComp by Sarah C.,
• 3rd Place: Ocean Cycle by Arianna
Rylann G., Riya G., and Addison R.
L., Jamie M., Crystal M., and Bella S.
• 1st Place: Run Bunny by Joshua O.,
• 2nd Place: Fast Fridge by Tobias G.,
Hannah L., Analie R., and Tanya I.
Rachel O., and Sol Y.
• 1st Place: Poverty Policy by Tatiana
Junior High School winners:
C. and Yuna J.
Functionality:
Runner Up in 7th Grade
• 3rd Place: ADHD Helping by Ahn
• Learn About Piano by Rachel Yoon
D., Westin B., Nathan R., and Robert G.

Best in 7th Grade
• Animal Jam by Aiden Ko and Daniel
Min
Best in 8th Grade
• Trip Scheduler by San Au and Robert
Gomez

doesn’t mean you shouldn’t keep trying.
Climate change is the most looming
threat to all our lives. We are at a frantic
pace to try to mitigate this somehow and
get cleaner, but the notion that we are
going to eliminate all fossil fuels, I think
is not pragmatic at this time. Therefore,
the efforts that I think we can do that are
really important to me is we have to get
the funding from the federal government
and from our state, brought here with
grants, to inform the public about electric vehicles, to encourage the public to
move to sustainability, just simple things
that we can do to inch the needle our
way.
Observer: What do you think can be
done for people on the lower end of the
workforce?
Jung: I think we have to think long
and hard, as a city, about who we’re

going to be. Are we going to be accessible to all or are we going to be accessible to the few? I think there’s a level of
quality of life we have to have. I think
we owe that to future generations. I’ve
got five children—they all will have to
find housing.
We also need to provide more senior
housing. There’s a level of mental and
physical benefit seniors receive through
regular social interaction.
Observer: How do you dialogue with
members of the community?
Jung: I answer every phone call,
every email, and every text. I take every
meeting. I would expect folks who have
an opinion to share their opinion with
me and allow me to express my own.
Mayor Fred Jung can be reached at
(714) 738-6311 and at fred.jung@cityoffullerton.com.

Interview with the Mayor

Continued from front page

Jung: It’s not lost on me that we need
Jung: First, sustainable development
employees. What I prefer as a citizen to generate revenue. Second is to make
and as an elected official is that not only sure that we hire a city manager, one
are those employees treated well, but that will be here for a while and be
that they also perform.
invested in the City. Priority number
Observer: With the diminished levels three, and this is extraordinarily imporof staffing and permanent department tant to me, I’ve got to get this City to run
heads, are you trying to run the City more efficiently, every portion of it. I
directly?
asked for a needs assessment study to be
Jung: It’s not a mayor-run city. I done to improve efficiency, and I think
wouldn’t be in favor of it becoming one that’s going to go a long way in deterat this time. The City Manager, by the mining for us what our current demands
direction of the Council, runs the City.
are from a facility standpoint.
Observer: Why did
Observer: When you
you recently vote to
say sustainable developmake a 2.5% budget cut
ment, what do you mean
It’s not a
when the City was just
by that?
handed millions of dolJung: We shouldn’t
mayor-run city.
lars from the federal
develop
just for the sake
I wouldn’t be in
government in the form
of development. Is parkfavor of it
of the That American
ing going to be suffibecoming one
Rescue Plan Act?
cient? Is it in an area
Jung: That American
where there’s mass tranat this time.
Rescue Plan Act money
that’s accessible,
The City Manager, sit
is only going to be here
where people can ride
by the direction
for the next two years.
bikes and walk to things
of the Council,
What happens in year
they need? Residents
three? Year four? If
that live there have to
runs the City.
we’re not mindful of the
shop for groceries. So,
budget right now, in year
when you’re thinking
four projections are conabout these developcerning. We’ll deplete most of our ments you have to consider all of these
reserves by year four. I think a 2.5% things. Is it germane to the area? Does it
[budget] cut is prudent, and it doesn’t make sense for the neighborhood? Does
have to mean job cuts.
it make sense for our City and its infraObserver: Is there anything you structure, for our public safety and the
wouldn’t cut?
other needs that development will
Jung: I’m not in favor of making any require?
more staffing reductions than we
Observer: There are a lot of people
already have. Now, leaving positions who would say we should be moving
vacant, that’s one thing, but cutting staff away from a carbon-based economy. Is
is something I would not be in favor of there anything you can do as mayor or a
at this time.
councilperson of a city to move towards
Observer: What are your three top pri- something like that?
orities for the coming year?
Jung: At this level it’s challenging. It

Along with these current FSD students, an added bonus was seeing current high school students who are FSD
school alumni receiving recognition for
their submissions. Fullerton School
District continues to participate in the
Congressional App Challenge which
provides students a great opportunity to
create and innovate.

CITY MEETINGS IN PERSON & VIRTUAL
Council Chambers are located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave.

Parks and Recreation Commission
1/10/2022: 6:30pm Council Chambers
________________________________
Redistricting Advisory Commission
Workshop #1
1/13/2022: 6pm Chapman Park
Building 2515 San Carlos Dr.
________________________________
Infrastructure and Natural
Resources Committee
1/17/2021: 7:30am City Council
Conference Room
________________________________
City Council
1/18/2022: 5pm Council Chambers

Redistricting Advisory Commission
Workshop #2
1/29/2022: 10am Orangethorpe Park
Bldg 1737 W Roberta Ave.
________________________________
City Council
2/1/2022: 5pm Council Chambers
________________________________
Transportation and Circulation
Commission
2/7/2022: 4pm Council Chambers
________________________________
Redistricting Advisory Commission
Workshop #3
2/10/2022: 6pm Fullerton Free North
Campus, 2904 North Brea Blvd.

WATCH OR LISTEN LIVE • PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
You may view the meeting live online at https://fullerton.legistar.com, on
Spectrum Cable Channel 3 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99.

NEWS & CROSSWORD
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FAST swimmer wins national title
by Leslie Brown
Matthew Chai, a swimmer on
Fullerton Aquatic Sports Teams (FAST),
won his first national championship in
December at the Junior Nationals West
event in Austin, Texas.
The 18-year-old swam to an impressive victory in the 1650-yard freestyle.
With his time of 14:45.37, Chai won the
event by more than 10 seconds (including the East meet) and he moved into
position as the 11th fastest 17-18-yearold in American history. He also finished third in the 500-yard freestyle and
set three new FAST team records.
Chai and three of his FAST teammates, Kailee Chow, Skyler Kao, and
Alex Min, were among 1,200 athletes to
race against the best 18 and under swimmers west of the Mississippi River.
At his first US Open Meet in
Greensboro NC, also in December, Chai
had two top eight finishes. The meet
attracted multiple Olympians, including
USA gold medalists Katie Ledecky and
Bobby Finke.
In the 800-meter freestyle, Chai swam
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“RING IN THE NEW YEAR” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

FAST swimmer Matthew Chai.
PHOTO BY KAILEE CHOW

a second personal best time of 8:09.74
to finish eighth. In the 400-meter
freestyle, he swam a personal best time
of 3:57.39 to place seventh.
Chai was one of three FAST swimmers, including Simon Lamar and
Patrick Park, who competed this past
summer at the US Olympic Trials. Chai,
a senior at Sonora High School, has
signed to swim at Cal Berkeley in college.

ACROSS
1. Accumulate
6. Peek-___
10. Lab gel
14. Nearby
15. Muddy up
16. After Christmas event
17. RING
19. Sediment
20. Not up yet
21. Decay
22. Leather processing professional
24. Not of the cloth
26. Chop (off)
27. It may need a boost
28. RING
34. 401(k) alternative
35. Northern Ireland conflict, with
"The"
36. Colorful salamander
38. Charlemagne's realm: Abbr.
Pictured from left to right: Andy, Grace, Margie, Ernie and Bobby.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ARZOLA FAMILY

HAPPY 90 BIRTHDAY
TO JULIA ARZOLA
TH

Julia has been a resident of Fullerton for 66 years and just celebrated her 90th
birthday with part of her family on Sunday, December 19 at El Mariachi Restaurant
in Orange. Julia has 7 children, 16 grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren, 12 great,
great grandchildren and 1 great great great grandchild.

New organics law takes effect
To comply with Senate Bill (SB)
1383, Fullerton (and its contracted trash
hauler Republic Services) will soon
implement organic waste disposal services. SB 1383 stablishes methane emissions reduction targets in a statewide
effort to reduce emissions of short-lived
climate pollutants (SLCP) in various
sectors of the California economy. The
law seeks to reduce organic waste disposal by 75% and increase edible food
recovery by 20% by 2025. SB 1383
requires all jurisdictions, including
Fullerton, to implement a mandatory
organic recycling ordinance by January
1, 2022. This legislation requires all
businesses, residents and multi-family
apartments to have access to recycling

programs that capture food scraps, landscaping waste, and other organic waste
materials. Since landfills are the third
largest producer of methane, the State’s
SB 1383 mandate and strategy includes
managing organic waste such as food
scraps, green waste, paper and cardboard for a significant portion of
California’s overall waste stream, which
includes both the commercial and residential sectors. City Council approved
an ordinance at their December 21 meeting to comply with the state mandated
organic waste disposal requirements.
The City is currently negotiations with
its hauler, Republic Services, to align to
the requirements of SB 1383 and other
related legislation.

39. Crunch's rank
43. Disneyland's overhead railway
48. Compete (for)
49. RING
52. Vardalos of "My Big Fat Greek
Wedding"
53. Approx.
54. ___ mode
55. Christmas calendar
57. Tavern
59. 1990 World Series champs
63. Israel's Golda
64. RING
67. Sea eagles
68. Not much
69. One over par, in golf
70. Army N.C.O.
71. Shoe bottom
72. Follow as a result

DOWN
1. Actress Jessica of "Dark Angel"
2. City near Canyonlands and Arches
National Parks
3. Clearasil target
4. Rider's seat
5. ___-mo replay
6. 2012 Ben Affleck political thriller
7. Rider's footwear
8. Texas tea
9. Rusty hammer, perhaps
10. Org.
11. Somersaulting dive
12. Assert without proof
13. So out it's in
18. Fast-food kitchen fixture
23. Church alcove

25. Popular security co.
26. New England retailer since 1912
28. ___ Tin Tin
29. Mine find
30. Thing with pads and claws
31. Kind of bar
32. ___ Hut (Indian restaurant in
Fullerton)
33. Trojans univ.
37. Way more than you needed to know,
in slang
40. "Selma" director DuVernay
41. Plum's center
42. Born, in bios
44. Harbinger
45. "Ceci ___ une pipe" (Rene
Magritte's The Treachery of Images)
46. "___ you!" (challenge)
47. Kim or Wayne
49. Apple products
50. Delirious
51. ___ footprint
52. Monikers
56. While lead-in
57. Bubble
58. It's just for openers
60. Units of work
61. "Mon ___!"
62. Eyelid problem
65. "Sex and the City" airer
66. Presidential nickname

The DOWNTOWN Report
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A Sad Loss
Suddenly, right at deadline for this
page, Chris, Damion, and Davis were in
the picture, and those three (some of
Fullerton’s finest photographers)
stepped up and that led to the
unearthing of this amazing photo (at
right) of Mike Rice surrounded by
CSUF Communications students when
he spoke at a seminar in 2019. What a
fitting tribute as we see the look in his
eyes, as well as in the eyes of all those
who heard him speak that day.
I met Mike Rice over 20 years ago
when we were both sporting ponytails
and he was opening what was then
called “Fullerton Used Cameras.” The
new shop was a compliment to Chris
Beard’s place, Fullerton Photo, as
together they gave photographers a
place to get their film and processing
plus a place to buy or rent cameras,
lenses, and purchase a lot of other gear
they needed. Mike later added services
like the transfer of home movies to
DVD, enlargements, scanning restoration, and more. Mike guided me
through a series of cameras and lenses
as the digital world emerged. Fellow
photo nerds understand.

Renewal in Hillcrest

Mike Rice with CSUF Communications
students. PHOTO BY DAVIS BARBER.
Sadly, Mike passed away unexpectedly a couple of months ago, and that was
shocking and unbelievable. Word of his
passing just recently got out and we all
discovered the family had tried to hold
on and keep the shop going, but it was
too much without his guidance, so they
decided to liquidate and close. The final
sale was made on December 21 by one
of Mike’s junior high school friends.
Former employees of his came in to
help. We will all miss you, Mike.

Instant ducks—just add fowl weather.
Once known as the Lily Pond, our Duck
Pond has been around since 1924 but
unless you were here in the 1950s, you
likely had never seen a duck there until
the 2020 renovation was completed. We
have been bombarded with much needed
rainy days lately, finally, and although
we have hills, we don’t have the elevation and steep terrain that forced evacuations elsewhere in Orange County.
Having spent a lot of time in Silverado
Canyon, it’s sad to see the damage heavy
rain caused over a year after the fire created the mud and debris slide situation,
but they are hearty folks up there, and all
will be okay.
Things also got dicey in our mountains
to the north when over 10 inches of rain
fell in Forest Falls and other areas.
Colder weather last week meant snow,
which is, of course, a much better outcome no matter how much we need the
rain.

When it melts, it will even continue to
help get us low elevation dwellers relief
from the drought. Percolate. So much
water came through our duck pond that a
lot of the debris that settled in there earlier has now been swept further downstream, some no doubt all the way to the
Pacific Ocean. Do your best to keep
your own stuff from flowing down.

Photo Quiz Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net

New in Town
As expected, 525 Coffee Company
has completed construction and a soft
opening is now underway at 525 West
Commonwealth. The former duplex
now has a nice, open floor plan after
removing walls and renovating the
entire building. Expect a full menu of
coffee of course, a good assortment of
teas and pastries, with more food
options to come when the full kitchen
goes online.
Optima Salon Suites is coming soon
next to All Hallow’s Ink on North
Harbor, and they are offering independent beauty professionals a dedicated
space to service their clients. World of
Beer, as mentioned here in The
Observer, seems to be moving on, so

Fox
The marquee lights are back on and
much of the Phase 1 structural work is
complete, including the earthquake
retrofitting, elevator shafts, concrete
foundations, and carbon steel sprinkler
systems. Phase 2 completion will allow
the doors to be opened to the public for
regular events starting next fall. Since
the Fox was saved from the wrecking
ball in 2005, we have all been hoping
that day would come, and finally it
appears to be within reach.

This issue:
Vintage/new?
Where is this
located?

current tenants for the location on
Harbor, Blanquel and Semilla, won’t
soon be forced to hit the road. We shall
see if anything further happens and let
you know.

Last issue: Interestingly, a few
gentlemen knew the name of that
popular 1960s-era hairstyle, along
with some women who I assume
may have even sported one back
then. It’s a Flip, or so say Melinda,
Karen, M. Lewis, and others. I
thought it might be a Bubble Flip,
maybe we can go with Bubble Flip
when it comes back in fashion.
Who’s in? Feel free to send photos,
ha.

EDUCATION

Page 8 FULLERTON OBSERVER

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board
information available by calling (714) 870-2800
or visiting www.fjuhsd.net

December 14 meeting
During FJUHSD Board’s organizational meeting on December 14, the
Trustees reassigned the yearly appointments held by various members. Lauren
Klatzker became President of the Board
with Joanne Fawley as clerk. Everyone
took time to sincerely thank Marilyn
Buchi for presiding over the Board during this most unusual and difficult 2021
year.

Holiday Happenings
Student Board member Grace Lee
reported activities at each high school
that, although modified, sounded
remarkably normal when compared to
last year. Fullerton Union High School
held their annual Turkey Bowl, Troy
High School enjoyed their traditional
ELF dance (outside), and all schools
held clothing, food, and toy drives to
give back to the community this holiday
season.

iSierra Program
During principal reports, Principal
Sandi Layana of La Vista/La Sierra
Alternative High School highlighted the
11-year-old distance learning program
iSierra. Open to all district students,
iSierra offers classes for grades 9-12
including Honors, Advanced Placement,
and classes that cover all requirements.
This year the program has expanded
from 81 to 134 students and is now connected to AERIS gradebook for parent,
student, and teacher interactions as well

as the weekly teacher “check-in” meeting for all participating students.
Teacher Lisa Valdez chairs the program,
and any interested student or parent
needs only to contact their child’s current school counselor to learn more
about participating. This program has
always been geared to accommodate
students with outside time-consuming
professional activities like traveling
sports, acting, modeling, and other situations that make it difficult for students
to attend in-person high school.

New Administrative
Position
Alan Whitten, former Sunny Hills
High School principal, was officially
Board-approved to begin a newly-created administrative position of Director of
Student Support Services beginning in
January. The Trustees seemed excited to
approve Mr. Whitten for this job, but
none of them spoke about what he
would be doing at this newly-formed
appointment position. According to the
EDJOIN posting, the new Director of
Student Support Services answers to the
Assistant Superintendent of Education
and Assessment Services.
They are responsible for coordinating
all the school sites’ student support programs to ensure conformity to state and
federal education guidelines and regulations, provide direction that gives consistency throughout the District concerning student support policy, and a

singular district administrative person
for parents and students to contact if all
school site procedures prove ineffective.
The goal is to create the most effective
and refined set of student services to
bolster students’ success as much as possible. Mr. Whitten will be coordinating
student mental health services, attendance outreach, discipline support, and
any other programs focused on providing student success including universal
complaint form actions. Sunny Hills
High School will have an interim principal until a replacement is found.

Public Comments
A group of parents questioned the district’s current English learner reclassification process and requested greater parent communication clarifying the
requirements with an updated website
concerning English learner students and
their families. On the FJUHSD website
many of the family resource information
is translated into Spanish and Korean,
however, finding District English
Advisory Committee information is
trickier since meetings are listed under
Education Services Department headings and not under the parent information heading.

First Interim Report
Assistant Superintendent of Business
Services Ruben Hernandez delivered the
first Interim report covering July 1
through October 31, 2021, of the
2021/22 fiscal year. This is the first of

JANUARY 2022
three reports reviewing the yearly budget by adjusting actual average attendance rates that are used to determine
Local Control Funding allotments, any
federal or state grant adjustments that
affect the budget, and any other factors
that impact the current year budget. The
larger than projected budget of $199.9
million dollars included a significant
increase in one-time federal money that
allows the District to hire additional
administration, educational, and mental
health support staff since the funds are
expendable over multiple years.
FJUHSD was also able to raise revenue
by expanding the projected student
enrollment and identifying more students as persons in need of additional
economic support, both factors help
maintain and increase state revenues.
The district is creating support administrative and staff positions from a portion
of this money, so the expenditures grew
and are projected to leave the District
with a lower, but healthy 18.5% reserve
balance (down from last year’s $50 million dollar reserve balance). The Board
unanimously approved a positive rating
on the budget while asking few questions in the public meeting.

Next Board Meetings
The Board approved the Consent
Calendar and adjourned to Closed session. The Board meets on January 4, at
5pm for a special meeting (no agenda at
press time) and a regularly scheduled
meeting on January 11, at 6pm.

FSD Teacher of the Year
Veronica Krause, a 3rd grade teacher
at Maple School was awarded the
Region 11 California League of Schools
Elementary Teacher of the Year. Krause
was nominated for her devotion and
dedication to her students and her ability
to make a difference.
This award is granted to a teacher who
exemplifies educational excellence and
has made significant efforts to implement elements of educational reform.
As the nominee selected to represent
Region 11, which includes Los Angeles
and Orange Counties, Krause will subsequently be honored at the California
League of Schools Teaching with
Technology Conferences to be held in
Monterey, California in March. At this
conference, Krause will be competing
for the California League of Schools
Educator of the Year.
When asked about Mr. Krause, the
Principal at Maple School, Anthony
Abney lit up and responded, "Ms.
Krause makes magic happen in her

Veronica Krause

PHOTO COURTESY OF FULLERTON
SCHOOL DISTRICT

classroom! All of her students love her,
because she makes learning fun and
engaging. When students enter her
classroom, they are greeted by a warm,
caring teacher who gives each of them
exactly what they need that day.”
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YOUNG OBSERVER TURNS 3: ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS THRU JAN 31
This youth section, also known as Young Observer, celebrated its third anniversary last month. Each contributor from our team of seven students wrote a reflection
as part of the annual conference that included a TedTalk on local journalism, a
throwback presentation of the Fullerton Observer, awarding of certificates, and holiday party with team games and prizes. Below are insightful thoughts from all of us
on our experiences as volunteer contributors for our city newspaper:
Tegan Yoo, 4th grade, Observer since 2021: I became a contributor by responding to the Young Observer’s announcement
last year inviting interested students to join the team. I enjoy my
current assignment but since our youth editor informed us there is
an opening to write jokes, I would not mind if I changed.
The best part of being a Young Observer is it helps me become
better at time-management because the biggest challenge I have
encountered in doing my work as a writer is submitting on time.
I have attended the recent annual conference and I find the Fullerton Observer’s history interesting.
Rosie Lee, 5th grade, Observer since 2021: I learned about the
wonderful opportunity to join the Young Observer team through
my mom. I expected the work to be fun, challenging, and interesting, which it is. I love my current assignment (Featured Pet and
Endangered Species).
Being a member of the Young Observer team has taught me to
articulate in an endearing way so that people will be moved to
adopt the pets and help the endangered species.
I have attended only one annual conference and I thought it was well-planned and
scheduled. I was very nervous about attending because I am one of the youngest
writers, but all the team members were welcoming and kind. I look forward to
future annual conferences.
Erin Hong, 7th grade, Observer since 2019: I like my current
assignment, which is drawing comics and writing articles from
time to time. Being a Young Observer has helped me gain writing
and drawing skills as well as knowing what is interesting to people.
The best part of being a Young Observer is knowing that I am
sharing my stories to thousands of people in our community.
I have attended all the annual conferences. I think the conference
is a good way to meet up with the other writers in the same section as me. I did not
feel nervous, and I was looking forward to it when I saw it on my calendar. The team
made me feel that I belong.
Mateo Sauceda, 8th grade, Observer since 2019: I like my
writing assignment right now. I feel I have a lot of creative freedom. It is like working from scratch using a blank canvas. I enjoy
writing about relevant topics around our community. A lot of
times, schoolwork gets in the way of writing my articles, so I tend
to slow down because of this.
I have attended all three annual conferences. I think they are fun
and entertaining, and it is something I look forward to. I do get a bit nervous, but
they all make me feel comfortable and like I am truly part of the team.

Katie Hong, 10th grade, Observer since 2018: I think I
overestimated how much work I would be doing, because it is
not too much at all, and I manage to keep a good balance
between school and extracurricular activities such as this. I am
currently assigned to write book reviews, but I enjoyed writing
for the featured pet section in the past. I even got invited to tour
the Orange County Animal Care and met some of the pets I featured in my column.
Writing book reviews gives me the motivation to read new books in different genres and really think about what I read. The best part of being a member of this team
is having the opportunity to be heard in our community.
I have attended three annual conferences, and I always look forward to meeting
with the other team members. It is fun getting to know each other, especially the
new ones, and I would say that it would be nice meeting up more, even if it’s just to
see how everyone is doing and what they are currently working on.
Irene Sheen, 10th grade, Observer since 2018: To be honest, I joined the Young Observer team thinking that my job
would be short-lived. I never imagined myself to be contributing for so many years (even through high school), but it is such
a blessing to still be a part of this team.
I really enjoy covering current trends and keeping our community members updated on the latest topics. As much as I love
my current assignment, I am also interested in writing opinion
pieces on community issues. Our youth editor has encouraged
us to do this so I would definitely be open to alternating back-and-forth from trends
and opinion write-ups.
Although I write for other publications, writing for the Fullerton Observer has
been a completely different experience (all for the best, of course). As much as I
love writing, sometimes it feels more like a tedious chore. However, when contributing as a Young Observer I am given the opportunity to explore topics of my
choice, without any set and rigid writing rules. I am thankful to say that I have had
a lot of creative freedom, which is vital for fueling my passion for writing.
I have attended all three conferences. These annual conferences are really important to encourage teamwork, and I have never once felt uncomfortable during these
meetings. These conferences are great opportunities for us to meet and engage with
one another.
Francine Vudoti, 10th grade, Observer since 2014, Youth
Editor since 2018: Knowing that my teammates are enjoying
their volunteer work as contributors while gaining writing and
time management skills, makes me feel grateful.
Four years ago, I was not sure if my idea of a youth page
would be successful but my previous boss and mentor Editor
Emeritus Sharon Kennedy was very supportive. My dream of
giving a voice to the kids in our community and providing them
the opportunity to gain experience in local journalism has
become a reality. This opportunity is currently open to Fullerton students in grades
4 through 7. Right now, we only have one male contributor, and it would be nice if
we could balance our team gender wise.
Applications will be accepted until January 31. Please send your application with
a cover letter and sample of your work to contact@fullertonobserver.com.
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CALENDAR

Art Shows

JANUARY 2022
Live Music

JAN 27-FEB 13
• Mon, Tues, Fri: 10am-2pm

THURS JANUARY 6
• 8pm Sun Pin, Sancho Villa, Asi Fui,
Mickey Death Wheel $12.30 Tropical
Cümbia Pünk Collective from LA.
Continental Room 115 W Santa Fe Ave,
Fullerton (714) 526-4529

Wed, Thurs: 10am-6pm: Pre-Season
Showcase of FJUHSD Student Art
FREE Before we officially open our
gallery with the accomplished artists in
our 2022 season, join us to celebrate the
artists of tomorrow. This annual exhibition showcases the best work by local
students from La Habra, Fullerton, Troy,
Sunny Hills, Sonora, Buena Park, La
Vista, and La Sierra High Schools as
judged by their own art teachers. Prizes
will be awarded in many categories.
Muckenthaler Cultural Center (714)
738-6595 info@themuck.org 1201 W.
Malvern Ave, Fullerton

THURS JANUARY 13
• 9pm Shoreline Mafia & Ohgeesy $30
American musical rap groups based in
Los Angeles and currently signed to
Atlantic Records. InCahoots 1401 S
Lemon St, Fullerton (714) 441-1666
SAT JANUARY 15
• 7-10pm The Ron Kobayashi Trio.
The best jazz group in Orange County
will be at Les Amis, 128 W Wilshire
Ave.

COMEDY AT BREA IMPROV

180 S Brea Blvd, Brea (714) 482-0700 https://improv.com/brea/calendar/
WED JANUARY 5
• 8pm Mike Cano's Comedy Party $15
You’ve seen Mike on LAUGHS, MTV,
VH1, and so much more.
THURS JANUARY 6
• 8pm River Butcher $20 River “RB”
• 10am-4pm: Art of the Pacific Islands Butcher is a Los Angeles-based standup
$10 to $13 Experience objects from the comic, actor and writer.
diverse Pacific Islands at Bowers
Museum's, “Spirit and Headhunters: Art FRI, SAT & SUN JANUARY 7, 8, & 9
of the Pacific Islands” exhibition. • 7:30pm & 9:45pm Dusty Slay $20
Spanning the geographic region collec- The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon
tively referred to as Oceania, this com- He will also be live at Last Comic
prehensive exhibition highlights master- Standing, and Laughs; regular stints on
works from the three cultural regions of The Bob & Tom Radio Show; and a host
Micronesia, Melanesia, and Polynesia. of live appearances across the country.
Focus is placed on New Guinea, land of
WED JANUARY 12
the headhunter.
• 8pm Jason Collings $20 Stand up
Bowers Museum 2002 N Main St,
comedian / Actor originally from Long
Santa Ana (714) 567-3600
Beach, CA. Jason can be seen regularly
at The Comedy Store, The Laugh
THROUGH January 23
• 10am-1pm: Birds in Art Tue, Sat & Factory, The Improv, and clubs across
Sun. Avian wonders are featured the country.

SAT JANUARY 22
• 7pm Unwed Sailor $12.30 The instrumental post-rock ambience of Unwed
Sailor has been guided by the vision of
Johnathon Ford. Continental Room 115
W Santa Fe Ave, Fullerton (714) 5264529.

THROUGH January 11

through all-new interpretations in origiTHURS JANUARY 13
nal paintings, sculptures, and graphics
• 8pm Jack Assadourian Jr. $20 River
Fullerton Arboretum,
“RB” Butcher is a Los Angeles-based
1900 Associated Rd.
standup comic, actor and writer.

THROUGH Feb 20

WED JANUARY 19
• 8pm Edwin San Juan $20 Voted by
Las Vegas Weekly as best comedian on
the Las Vegas Strip. Edwin performs
nightly as the resident headliner for Las
Vegas LIVE Comedy Club at Planet
Hollywood at the V Theater.
THURS JANUARY 20
• 8pm Rex Navarrete $20 San
Francisco Bay Area comedian Rex
Navarrete has 4 CD Specials.
FRI & SAT JANUARY 21 & 22
• 7:30pm & 9:45pm Jeff Ross $25
Most recently you can see Jeff on
Netflix in “Bumping Mics” with Dave
Attell. It is three episodes of rapid fire
two man stand up. The joke per minute
ratio is off the rails.

• 12pm-5pm: Guillermo Galindo
Native/Non Native Supernatural, the latest evolution of ethno-futurist works by
post-Mexican
composer/
visual
artist/performer Guillermo Galindo.
Shown at the Virginia Steele Scott
Galleries of American Art.
Santa Ana Exhibitions Gallery
1666 N. Main Street, Santa Ana
swys.projects@gmail.com

Farmers Market
•

Every Wednesday 8:30am to
12:30pm:
Fullerton’s
Certified
Farmers Market. Shop for fresh fruit,
vegetables, & more. Fullerton
Community
Center,
340
W.
Commonwealth Ave.

THURS JANUARY 27
• 7:30pm Thana Alexa $30 Thana
Alexa, an extraordinarily creative force
in music, has earned two Grammy nominations including Best Jazz Vocal
Album. Muckenthaler Cultural Center
(714) 738-6595 info@themuck.org 1201
W. Malvern Ave, Fullerton

Outdoor Fun
Everyday except Tues, 9am-4pm:
Fullerton Arboretum $5 The
Arboretum is a fun, free place for all to
learn about wildlife conservation &
research. 26 acres of naturescapes.
1900 Associated Rd • (657) 278-3407.

FRI & SAT JANUARY 14 & 15
• 7:30pm & 9:45pm Christina P $25
Christina P is a stand-up comedian,
writer, TV personality and podcast host.
She has two Netflix specials, The
Degenerates and Christina P: Mother
Inferior.

WED JANUARY 26
• 8pm The Funniest Housewives of
Orange County, Julie Kidd, Stephanie
Blum, Wendy Liebman, Frances
Dilorinzo $30 Their extraordinary ability to entertain and engage all types of
audiences make them a must see standup comedy show.

THIRD SAT OF EVERY MONTH
• 9am Friends of Coyote Hills
Adopt-a-Park Park and meet in the
lower parking lot of Sunny Hills Church
of Christ, 2255 N Euclid Street,
Fullerton. Bring water, gloves, and
“trash grabbers" if you have them. The
City has provided us with trash bags.
Wear sunscreen and comfortable shoes
like sneakers or boots. Bring family &
friends to keep Coyote Hills beautiful.
www.coyotehills.org
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FULLERTON COLLEGE

OPERA WORKSHOP
Directed by Aram Barsamian

Fullerton College Opera presents two
productions annually: one in the winter
and one in the summer. The repertoire
includes extended scenes or complete
works from the operatic repertoire performed in original languages with piano
accompaniment. Admission is by audition only. Musical preparation for the
fully-staged winter production takes
place during the fall semester; staging
rehearsals and performance(s) take
place during winter intercession. The
summer opera workshop has a rehearsal/performance period of five weeks.
The production is semi-staged with limited costuming/lights. The focus is on
musical preparation and performance
techniques.
The content of this production is
appropriate for all ages. Performance
will run approximately one hour and
thirty minutes with no intermission.
Fullerton College welcomes the return
of patrons and participants to our events

facilities. To provide a safe environment
to our students and guests, we are requiring all patrons over the age of 18 bring
proof of their completed COVID-19
vaccination at the time of entry to an
event. Those who have chosen not to be
vaccinated will need to provide proof of
a negative COVID-19 test administered
within the 72 hours prior to entry. All
guests over the age of two will need to
properly wear CDC recommended face
coverings while inside the facilities. For
those who do not wish to comply,
inquire with the Box Office prior to the
event for possible streaming options.
Open Seating. Doors open one half
hour prior to the start of the event.
The Fullerton College Recital Hall is
located on the ground floor of the Music
Building on the corner of Chapman and
Lemon. 321 East Chapman Ave,
Fullerton (714) 992-7035 finearts@fullcoll.edu

PERFORMANCE Dates & Times:
Friday & Saturday, January 28 & 29 at 7:30pm
Sunday, January 30 at 3:30pm
Free Admission

LICORICE PIZZA: Two Hits
With movies as varied as There Will be
Blood, Boogie Nights, The Master, and
Phantom Thread, eight-time Academy
Award nominated writer/director Paul
Thomas Anderson never gives us the
same movie twice. These films featuring
an unscrupulous oil tycoon, a porn star,
a cult leader, and a dress designer provided heft and moral dilemmas to audiences. By contrast, Licorice Pizza provides a light-heartedness not found in
most Anderson films. Set in suburban
San Fernando Valley during the 1970s
and starring two unknown actors,
Licorice Pizza is more of a romp than a
serious movie.
Anderson has worked closely on script
and directorial decisions with several
reliable actors, whose judgment he
respected, among them Daniel Day
Lewis, Adam Sandler, and the late
Phillip Seymour Hoffman. He has also
helped launch some acting careers,
notably those of Julianne Moore and
Sandler. Licorice Pizza may be launching two more careers, those of
Hoffman’s teenage son, Cooper
Hoffman, playing fifteen-year-old Gary
Valentine, and Alana Haim as 25-yearold Alana Kane.
The movie has a picaresque quality in
that it is episodic with its protagonists
moving from several locations. But,
except for a brief scene in New York,
these locations are all in the San
Fernando Valley, mainly Sherman Oaks
and Encino.
Reminders that we are in the 1970s
abound as we see cars lined up to buy
gasoline, brief shots of President Nixon
imploring citizens to conserve fuel, and
hucksters selling the newest consumer
product—waterbeds.
Gary is still in high school and is lined
up to have his yearbook photo taken
when he meets the photographer’s assistant, Alana. Not beautiful but with an
expressive face and a smooth glide to
her movements, Gary, undaunted by the
fact that she is several years older than
he, strikes up a conversation with her
and asks her out to dinner that night. He
specifies that it be at the Tail o’ the
Cock, an actual restaurant on Ventura

Blvd. at that time. She laughs him off
yet appears that night.
With some sophistication, Gary asks
Alana about her plans for her future—
surely, she doesn’t want to be a photographer’s assistant forever. To her surprise, Gary has done some professional
acting and he would like to introduce her
to his agent. With nothing to lose, Alana
agrees after promising Gary she will tell
the agent that she can act or sing or
dance and possesses any skill needed for
a role. He reassures her that if hired she
can learn anything she doesn’t already
know how to do. The irony in the situation is the role reversal, for we would
not be surprised if an older man were
telling a 15-year-old girl that he would
help her get an acting job.
With little else going on in her life,
Alana, who has some smarts and sophistication, remains intrigued by Gary’s
ability to maneuver in the world. When
Gary discovers the newest fad, the
waterbed, he sets up a business selling
these. This endeavor creates a comic
episode in which Jon Peters (Bradley
Cooper hamming it up) tells Gary that
his girlfriend is Barbra Streisand, and he
wants a waterbed delivered to his home.
By now Alana is helping Gary with his
new business endeavor and drives the
truck to deliver the bed.
Many comic episodes ensue. Alana
goes out for an ill-advised drink with
celebrity actor, womanizer Jack Holden
(played to the hilt by Sean Penn). When
waterbed sales taper off, Gary opens a
pinball machine arcade. Alana, freeing
herself from commercial enterprises,
decides to volunteer on a political campaign. Hoping to improve city government, she goes to work for Joel Wachs,
who is running for the Los Angeles City
Council. But her lofty hopes of trying to
do good for society are soon dashed.
Licorice Pizza is a chaste movie with
Alana and Gary mostly at arms distance
from one another throughout the film.
As for the title Licorice Pizza, the term
is never used in the movie, and no one
eats pizza. Google tells us that the name
belonged to a chain of record stores in
the 1970s.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.
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foundation was laid on June 21, 1941,
and City officials began occupying the
space in 1942. “One of the premier tile
companies of the era – Gladding,
McBean, and Company – produced all
the colorful and noteworthy ceramic and
terra cotta tiles that decorate both the
interior and exterior of the building,”
according to Fullerton Heritage.
Dedication ceremonies happened in
July 1942 and the final words of the program read, “This City Hall has been
built to endure. It has been built to serve.
It has been built to carry on civic enterprises in war and in peace.” The building served those purposes as City Hall
until 1963, when Fullerton’s 48,000
square foot modern New Formaliststyled City Hall opened just across the
street from its former location.
According to then-City Administrator
Herman Hiltscher, the old city hall took
three years to build, while the current
city hall only took a year.
The project, which cost roughly
The current City Hall is in the foreground and the old City Hall (now the Police Station) is in the background.
$1,977,085 according to a document
obtained from the Fullerton Public
Growth in the City continued, and by Library Local History Room, was
1940, the City’s administrators realized described at the time as “functional,
that they needed another home for their flexible, and a once-in-a-century projby Emerson Little © 2022
offices. Constructing Fullerton’s first ect” by City fathers in a Fullerton News
city hall was a difficult process, even Tribune dated April 30, 1963. The site
when federal funds became available. location was chosen by a 25-member
There was a lot of debate about where it citizens committee, who recommended
should go. Eventually, it was decided it to the City Council. “Though modern
that City Hall would be constructed at in design, the new building has architecthe
corner
of
Highland
and tural features which tie it to the former
Commonwealth,
where
the
Police
City Hall with its predominant Spanish
Fullerton’s City Hall hasn’t always election that took place in October 1923,
Station
is
today.
architecture. Blending of tile colors, a
been in the same building as it is today. and at the time, officials reported that
However,
many
residents
protested
carry-over of arches in the façade, and
In fact, before it was even built, “city “voters had given the necessary twothe
site,
some
complaining
the
price
was
tie-in through walkways at the two
offices were located in rented offices in thirds majority to the two principal
too
high,
while
others
grumbling
that
buildings are among these features,”
the downtown area,” according to Bob issues, i.e., $160,000 in bonds for the
“the
distance…appeared
to
be
too
great
wrote the Fullerton News Tribune.
Ziebell’s book, Fullerton: A Pictorial city hall and $25,000 in bonds for a new
for
people
to
walk…to
pay
Driving by City Hall,
History. According to the Fullerton firehouse.” This allowed the City fathers
their
water
bill,”
according
to
it’s
hard not to notice the
News Tribune, the City’s administrative to get the equipment and furnishings
Keith
C.
Terry’s
book,
Walter
structure’s
three-story tall
offices have “moved from location to they needed and to advertise and sell the
A
bone
M.
Muckenthaler.
Other
peowhite
columns
of pre-cast
location since 1904, the year of bonds, before ordering excavation of the
ple
objected
to
the
light-colconcrete.
The
terrazzo
from
an
Fullerton’s incorporation, but actually, site that was supposed to be City Hall.
ored
exterior
of
the
building,
floored
main
lobby,
with
Indigenous
the City has had only two ‘homes of its
On November 7, 1923, there was a
and
some,
objected
“to
the
its
two
automatic
elevaown’ in that time.” In 1923, the town heading for an article in the Fullerton
person was
tors on the east side and
hall was going to be built just north of News Tribune that read “Fullerton’s City 18 cents per $100 [assessed
found
buried
value]
tax
increase
procentral cashier on the west
the California Hotel (now Villa del Sol), Hall Will Rank with Best.” The article
posed.”
Interestingly,
the
idea
side, has been a major
at
the
site.
but a bond measure, which was sup- included an architect’s version of the
of
walking
distance
was
put
part of the building since
posed to help fund the building, hadn’t building, which was described as a
to
the
test
at
a
City
Council
it first opened.
been approved by voters
beautiful structure “of
meeting,
according
to
Keith
At the time, the east
at the time, so the site
modified Mission archiTerry.
He
explained
that
councilmen
wing
of
the
first
floor belonged to the
never did house the
tecture and modeled
Muckenthaler
and
Tom
Gowen
had
gotadministrative
section,
starting with the
structure. However, the
with distinctive lines.”
In August 1926,
ten
into
a
tense
debate,
and
the
men
sugcity
clerk’s
office
immediately
off the
first Fullerton City Hall
The photo caption
City
offices
gested
“that
august
body
take
a
hike
to
lobby.
This
area
also
included
the
office
was located in the Head
underneath read, “excawest
Commonwealth
and
test
the
disof
the
mayor
and
city
administrator.
The
could
be
found
& Marks Building in the
vation of the site…pracpute.
They
did
in
short
order.”
In
the
City
Council
Chamber
had
140-seats
100
block
on
tically completed…actuupstairs above
Commonwealth. In the
al
construction will be end, the location of the city hall was put and a smaller conference room to the
the old
early forties, a Spanish
under way within the up to a vote by the people, who decided rear of it. On the second floor, there was
Fire
Station.
Colonial Revival-style
next
few
weeks.” that Fullerton was going to have its first the building, engineering, and planning
departments, with engineering to the
building, which now
However, that city hall City Hall.
The
Spanish-style
building
at
237
east and building and planning in the
houses
the
Police
structure would never be
West
Commonwealth
was
designed
by
west wings. The west wing of the third
Station, was completed
finished. There was a
architect
G.
Stanley
Wilson
and
confloor housed the licensing and finance
by the Works Progress Administration miscalculation, and it turned out that the
structed
by
the
“Federal
Works
Progress
departments, along with the City
(WPA) and was home to city hall from bonds hadn’t actually been approved by
Administration”
under
the
direction
of
Treasurer’s office. Offices of the city
1942 until 1963, when the current city the voters. A recount of votes showed
H.
Russell
Amory,
Southern
California
attorney, municipal utilities, personnel,
hall was opened across Highland that they had not gotten the necessary
Administrator.
Construction
started
on
and purchasing were on the third floor
Avenue at 303 West Commonwealth.
two-thirds majority. “Fullerton’s immeSeptember
28,
1939.
A
bone
from
an
of the building.
In 1913, the City fathers used room in diate prospects for a new city hall are
Indigenous
person
was
found
buried
at
This building is only the second City
the Fullerton Improvement Company gone aglimmering,” wrote the Tribune.
the
site.
Periodicals
and
statistical
data
Hall
to be constructed by the city of
building to house offices, according to “The big hole on the city hall site, which
from
the
time
were
also
found
there.
The
Fullerton.
an April 11, 1961 Fullerton News had been dug in readiness for the founTribune. By the 1920s, City officials dations, will continue to yawn for some
were aware of population growth and time.”
debated the idea of having a city hall,
Several years later, Fullerton’s offices
“first on a City-owned site just north of and departments were housed in a Citythe California Hotel and then on City owned building for the first time. In
property that was part of the park August 1926, City offices could be
grounds on W. Commonwealth Ave.”
found upstairs above the old Fire Station
According to Bob Ziebell’s book, the on the north side of the 100 block of
original city hall was to be positioned on West Wilshire and would continue to
the west side of Spadra (now Harbor) occupy that space for the next 16 years.
between Wilshire and Whiting avenues. At the time, City meetings took place in
A part of the land had been sold to the different buildings around the main
California Hotel, but what remained was business district, including the presentowned by the City. There was a bond day location of the main fire station.

VIDEO OBSERVER

City Hall Has
Compelling History

FEATURE

JANUARY 2022

FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 13

Ilse Lang

Eating the Piano: ‘St. Gallen’
A Family’s True Story of Surviving
the Nazis and World War II
by Karen Lang-McNabb
This true story is based on letters my
grandmother Ilse Lang received from
family and friends in Europe prior to
and during WWII. I plan to publish it as
Eating the Piano © 2021.
Germany had been my family’s home
going back to the 1700s. With the rise of
the Nazis, family members exploded out
of Germany to the U.S., Switzerland,
England, Hungary, France, Sweden, and
Palestine (later Israel). They were fortunate to find ways to leave. They were
trying to reach a place of safety when
safety could not be found.
In 1933, a year after arriving in
Switzerland, many of Germany’s troubles found the refugees again.
Lena was settling into the Swiss town
of St. Gallen with her daughter,
Marianne. Hans, the husband she hoped
to divorce, was nearby – as well as Fritz,
the man she hoped to marry.
We had money, which came from
Father’s factory in Berlin, and we
behaved as Berliners would behave.
We made one mistake after another. I
went into town in my breeches. I went
shopping in the market with skis slung
over my shoulders at a time when I
should have been at home, cleaning.
[from the memoir Lena’s Reminiscence,
LR]

More Jewish refugees like Lena were
entering Switzerland, being met with
anti-Semitic propaganda. Her daughter’s
kindergarten teacher demanded:
What is your religion? [LR]
Marianne answered:
My mummy says I am musical. [LR]
Despite the cheap laugh, being Jewish
in Switzerland could be dangerous. To
keep Marianne from having lung infections, the doctor had them send her to
school in Davos, a warmer, drier place,
but it turned out to be “a hive of Nazis.”
They had to tiptoe around, trying to hide
their identities.
When Hitler became Chancellor of
Germany in 1933, he brought capital
transfers to an end, and Lena’s source of
income was cut off. The atmosphere in
Germany changed dramatically and
spilled out over the border:
…everything to do with Swiss officialdom became much more difficult.
Fritz was forbidden to work and
always stood with one foot in the refugee
camp. [LR]
They moved to a seedy flat in a poor
neighborhood, and Lena sold her valuables to pay for rent and food.
Eventually, it was the grand piano’s
turn:
But even a grand piano comes to an
end. [LR]

Lena and Hans Schottlander, 1924

Lena and Fritz Rosenberg, 1950s

Often without a permit, Lena worked
“under the table.” She was a buffet waitress, sold sausages at dances, and
worked as a lady’s maid. Although the
language was the same, cultural differences stood out.
When Lena came from Berlin, women
were enjoying greater autonomy and
sexual behavior stretched the norms of
the past. Not in St. Gallen!
Switzerland was a more patriarchal
society. Women could not vote and
fathers and husbands held authority over
women, their money, and their children.
Lena’s life became a rich trove of scandalous gossip:
…Hans comes over for lunch and dinner and usually spends all his free time
with us. Fritz does the same… [but] I
hold the silly view that I want to be in
proper and decent conditions before I
can as much as turn my head! I am sick
and tired of being the talk of the town.
And that I am just that in this tiny place
is a given. [37.10.25 LenaKass]
Through 1938, the Swiss exercised
“foreigner control,” which meant there
could be no divorce for Hans and Lena
and no marriage for Lena and Fritz.
Lena felt like she had no control at all.
The men didn’t think it was a big deal,
but to Lena it stung. And if Swiss

authorities were to discover her
“immoral” behavior, she could be
deported back to Germany. What kind of
future was that? She worried:
Fritz was doing so terribly financially
that he may not even think about chaining himself to a wife and child.
[37.10.25 LenaKass]
The divorce was not Lena’s top issue.
Her family needed to get their father out
of Berlin before something happened.
They just couldn’t agree on where he
should go, nor could they come up with
the money…
Germany glared at them constantly
from across the nearby border, setting
off rumors of invasion. Lena dreamed of
leaving this dangerous country for a safe
place far away: Cuba, Mexico, or
Argentina…but her papers were not in
order. Without a finalized divorce she
pictured herself being yanked out of the
emigration line and charged with
bigamy.
Lena’s divorce was completed in 1940
and she and Fritz were finally able to
marry. However, the marriage triggered
a review of their refugee status. Their
work permits were revoked, and work in
Switzerland once again became illegal.
They still could not find another country to go to that wanted them, as well.
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New law seeks to improve safety and transparency at shelters by Jesse La Tour
A new state law goes into effect this
January, which seeks to provide standards and accountability for homeless
shelters—reforms which lawyers from
the American Civil Liberties Union and
some former shelter residents believe
are much needed.
State Assembly bill 362, introduced
by Assemblymember Sharon QuirkSilva, requires local jurisdictions to
inspect homeless shelters if they receive
complaints from occupants alleging that
the shelter is substandard.
The law authorizes cities and counties
to take action or issue emergency orders
to the owner or operator of shelters, if a
health and safety violation is found. If a
shelter owner/operator fails to correct a

violation, cities or counties are authorized to impose civil penalties, including
withholding state funding.
One impetus for the new law was a
lawsuit filed in 2020 by the ACLU of
Southern California against three
Orange County homeless shelters run by
Illumination Foundation, Midnight
Mission, Mercy House, as well as
against the city of Anaheim and the
County of Orange who helped fund and
oversee these shelters.
The lawsuit alleged sexual harassment, substandard living conditions,
violations of rights, and retaliation
against those who spoke against these
practices.
The suit was brought on behalf of a

Formerly part of State Senate District 29, Fullerton will now be divided between
Districts 37 and 34. ALL MAPS CLARIFIED/ENHANCED BY HARRY LANGENBACHER

number of plaintiffs who had stayed at
these shelters—La Mesa shelter in
Anaheim
run
by
Illumination
Foundation, The Courtyard Shelter in
Santa Ana run by Midnight Mission
(which has since closed), and Bridges at
Kraemer in Anaheim run by Mercy
House.
Fullerton’s Navigation Center (run by
Illumination Foundation) was not
named in the lawsuit.
For now, that case has been stayed by
a judge who has asked the plaintiffs to
use a grievance process established
through earlier litigation, Orange
County Catholic Worker v. County of
Orange, et al.
According to Minouche Kandel,

Senior Staff Attorney with the ACLU of
Southern California, “The Plaintiffs do
not believe the grievance process can
afford them the relief that they are seeking through the lawsuit they filed, but
are starting to go through that process to
comply with the judge’s order. There is
a review hearing in our case on January
27, where we will be able to update the
Court on whether the grievance process
worked for our clients.”
“The grievance process is about individual complaints, and our lawsuit is
really about systemic problems,” Kandel
said.
One of the Plaintiffs in the lawsuit,
Catherine Moore, alleges that while she
See New Shelter Law, Page 19

Formerly part of State Assembly District 65, Fullerton will now be divided
between Districts 59 and 67.

New Districts Continued from front page
Throughout most of the country,
Sadhwani said, redistricting is done by
state legislatures.
As per California’s constitution, State
Assembly and Senate districts must contain equal population amounts, and as
mandated by the federal Voting Rights
Act, various groups that have traditionally been denied voting access must be
available to participate and select the
candidates of their choice. In addition to
these two core requirements, many communities throughout the state of
California often seek to remain together
in the same district in order to increase
their power and clout in the political
process. All of these make redistricting a
difficult balancing act, and ultimately,
Sadhwani said, “it’s impossible to make
everyone happy.”
In the California State Assembly,
Fullerton is currently part of the 65th
District, which is represented by
Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva,
and is also represented by Senator Josh
Newman in the State Senate’s 29th
District.
In
the
House
of
Representatives, Fullerton is currently in
California’s 39th Congressional District,
being represented by Rep. Young Kim.
All of these current districts contain the
entire city of Fullerton, ensuring that all
the city’s residents elect the same candidates.
However, Fullerton’s representation
will not remain intact with this decade’s
redistricting efforts, highlighting the
paramount importance the two above
components play throughout the districting process. Per the latest draft of the
House of Representatives redistricting
map, as displayed by We Draw the
Lines, the commission’s official web-

site, Fullerton now appears to be split
into two parts along Malvern Ave. and
Chapman Ave., with the section of the
City north of Malvern/Chapman being
part of the new 45th District and the area
south of Malvern/Chapman being part of
the new 46th District.
The division of Fullerton’s new State
Senate districts is also divided along
Chapman, but with some modifications
from the House map. Unlike the House
boundaries, the State Senate boundary
begins on Euclid St., on the boundary
with the city of La Habra and goes
southward until reaching the old Union
Pacific
right-of-way
next
to
Bastanchury Rd., following that until
reaching Chapman/Malvern. The divide
then follows Chapman east until reaching N. Placentia Ave., following that
until reaching Topaz Lane, going eastward until ending at Bradford Ave. on
the City’s boundary with Placentia.
North of this boundary will be Senate
District 37, while south of it will be
Senate District 34.
The new State Assembly map begins
on Gilbert St. on the boundary with La
Habra, goes south to Castlewood Dr.,
and turns further south on Parks Rd.,
continuing on Bastanchury until reaching Chapman/Malvern. The boundary
then follows Chapman going east until
Harbor Boulevard, where it goes slightly
north, jogs around Hillcrest Park, and
then follows Dorothy Lane to Acacia
Park and the Fullerton Creek Greenbelt,
where the boundary joins Yorba Linda
Blvd up to the 57 Freeway. The boundary then follows the freeway to Placentia
Ave., where it finally terminates at
Orangethorpe Ave. on the City’s border
with Anaheim. North of this boundary

Formerly part of Congressional District 39, Fullerton will now be divided
between Districts 45 and 46.
will be Assembly District 59, while south of it will be Assembly District 67. The
new maps were officially approved by the Commission at a small, livestreamed ceremony on December 27 and have been sent to California’s Secretary of State.
In short, these changes mean that, depending on which part of the City they live,
Fullerton residents will be represented by different politicians in the federal House
of Representatives as well as in the State Assembly and State Senate. To learn more
visit www.wedrawthelinesca.org.
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COVID-19 Update
Test Kits Available to Order Online
To support early detection of COVID19 and contain the spread of the disease,
the OC Health Care Agency (HCA) continues to offer self-collection, at-home
COVID-19 Test Kits at no cost to people
who work or live in Orange County. The
test kits can be ordered online by visiting ochealthinfo.com/covidtest.
CDC Shortens Isolation and
Quarantine Period
The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) issued new recommendations on December 27, to shorten
the time for isolation due to COVID-19
infection and quarantine due to exposure
to someone infected with COVID-19.
The recommendations include:
1. Regardless of vaccination status, if
you test positive or have symptoms of
COVID-19, you are now required to
stay home (isolate) for 5 days since
symptom onset (or test collection day)
and to wear a well-fitting mask around
others for at least 5 additional days. If
you have a fever, continue to stay home
until your fever resolves without feverreducing medication.
2. If you were exposed to someone
with COVID-19, and:
3. You have received an eligible booster, completed your primary series of
Pfizer or Moderna vaccine within the
last six months, or completed your primary series of Johnson & Johnson within the last two months, you do not need
to stay home (quarantine) but you must
wear a well-fitting mask around others
for 10 days. Please test on day five and,
if your result is positive from this test or
if you develop symptoms, stay home
(isolate) and follow directions as in #1
above.
State Issues Updated
Health Orders
The State issued three health orders on
December 22, updating the vaccination
requirement for health care workers and
all employees in high-risk congregate
settings, including nursing homes.
According to the orders, all affected

workers currently eligible for boosters
must be "fully vaccinated and boosted"
for COVID-19 by receiving all recommended doses of the primary series of
vaccines and a vaccine booster dose by
no later than February .
The orders apply to workers in:
• Adult Care Facilities and Direct Care
• State and Local Correctional
Facilities and Detention Centers
• Health Care Facilities
Workers not yet eligible for boosters
must be in compliance no later than 15
days after the recommended timeframe
above for receiving the booster dose. In
the interim, all health care staff that have
not received their booster must test for
COVID-19 twice weekly until they are
up to date on their vaccines. Exemptions
apply only for religious beliefs or qualifying medical reasons. Affected workers
who received all recommended doses of
a vaccine authorized for emergency use
by the World Health Organization would
be considered fully vaccinated and eligible for a single booster dose of Pfizer six
months after getting all recommended
doses.
FDA Authorizes COVID-19
Antiviral Treatments
The
U.S.
Food
and
Drug
Administration issued emergency use
authorizations on December 22-23, for
two oral antivirals—Pfizer’s Paxlovid
and Merck’s molnupiravir—to treat
COVID-19 in certain adults and pediatric patients with positive results of
direct SARS-CoV-2 testing, and who are
high risk for progression to severe
COVID-19, including hospitalization
and death. People should consult their
healthcare provider, as both treatments
are expected to be limited in supply,
available by prescription only, and
should be initiated as soon as possible
after diagnosis of COVID-19 and within
five days of symptom onset. For more
on COVID-19 information and
resources, including case counts, vaccination, and testing in Orange County,
visit ochealthinfo.com/covid.

Time to Conserve Water
Governor Newsom has expanded the statewide drought emergency to
include Orange County. The Governor has asked all Californian's to reduce
water consumption by 15% due to drought conditions in northern California
and along the Colorado River. To learn more about water conservation visit
BeWaterWise.com

FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 15

COVID-19 Vaccines ages 5-11

Pfizer vaccines are now Emergency Use Authorized (EUA) for prevention of
COVID infection for children age 5-11 years.

The COVID-19 Vaccine (Pfizer)
for Kids Ages 5-11:

• Is a different dose size than those
ages 12+
• Is safe and effective with minimum
side effects
• Significantly reduces your child’s
risk of getting COVID, or suffering
from severe COVID
• Generates a robust immune response
offering protection when going to
school and other indoor social gatherings
• Can reduce missed school days

Scientific statements:

• Pfizer was found to be 90.7% effective for those ages 5-11, and 95% for
those ages 12+
• Pfizer vaccine reduced risk for
COVID hospitalization by 93% among
adolescents ages 12-18.
• Natural immunity is not enough.

Vaccination is also still recommended
for those who have been infected with
COVID, as immunity from natural
infection is not certain. A recent study
showed that unvaccinated people with
previous COVID infection were 5x
more likely to get infected with COVID
compared to vaccinated people.

To book an appointment, visit:

• Your local pharmacy’s website
• Your health provider
• Vaccines.gov
• MyTurn.ca.gov
• Othena.com
Remember to select the specific age of
your child when scheduling as doses are
different for those ages 5-11 than those
ages 12+.
Some providers, pharmacies, or health
systems are also offering vaccine
appointments for children that may not
appear on myturn.ca.gov.

For the latest COVID-19 information, visit
www.ochealthinfo.com or call (714) 834-2000
HOMEMADE SUPPLY KIT for DISASTERS

by Jere Greene (involved with disaster operations since 1993)

If a disaster were to occur, emergency services could be delayed, therefore it
is important to have basic supplies within easy reach to keep your household
safe. You can easily include a few items listed here in your weekly shopping
and create a homemade kit that will protect you in case of disaster in the future.
See previous issues for weeks 1-4.
WEEK 5
TO DO
GROCERY STORE
1) Store a roll of quarters for
1 gallon water (per person)
emergencyphone calls and go on a
1 large can fruit (per person)
hunt with family members to find the
1 can vegetables (per person)
nearest pay telephone.
1 can ready to eat soup (per person)
2) Develop a disaster supply kit
Dried fruit and nuts
for each family car.

OPINION
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Fullerton’s only independent newspaper

Fullerton Observer
The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is
staffed mainly by local volunteers who
create, publish, and distribute the paper
throughout our community.
This venture is a not-for-profit onerevenues are plowed back into maintaining and improving our independent, nonpartisan, non-sectarian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton residents about the institutions and other
societal forces which most impact their
lives, so that they may be empowered to
participate in constructive ways to keep
and make these private and public entities
serve all residents in lawful, open, just,
and socially-responsible ways. Through
our extensive coverage, we seek to promote a sense of community and an appreciation for the values of diversity with
which our country is so uniquely blessed.
____________________________
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Out of My Mind
by Jon Dobrer © 2022

Year-End Column:
The Year that Was
The best part of the year that was is then came the deadlier COVID Delta
the “was.” What a joy to put it in the past variant. We created treatments to fight
tense. Few years have been so tense. it—monoclonals and now two brands of
However, it wasn’t all bad. So, as what I call Tamiflu for COVID. We have
required by the immutable laws for a great tool kit, but also great resistance
columnists, this is my year-end column. to using the tools. So, we mourn the over
I’ll be looking over some of our high 800,000 Americans who have died, as
points and pointing out some of the well as the millions around the world.
lows.
How did this get political? Vaccine
We began the year in semi-lockdown resistance is not only here but all over
with muted New Year’s celebrations. the world. I must question both humaniMost had little idea that six days after ty’s survival instincts and our prospects.
the ball dropped in Times Square, we
They say that Americans learn geograwould nearly drop the ball and lose our phy through war. It’s true. More
Democracy. In one week, we went from Americans can now locate Afghanistan,
Anderson and Andy
Iraq, and Ukraine on a
tipsily doing the countglobe, and many have
down to a populist mob
heard
of
Xinjiang
storming the Capitol and
Province in China, and
Last year,
trying to overturn the
perhaps even Tigray.
most had little
presidential
election
Similarly, we’re learning
idea that six days
while screaming their
the Greek alphabet from
after the ball
intent to shoot Nancy
COVID. Yes, we know
Pelosi and hang Mike
Delta and Omicron but
dropped in
Pence—not, coincidenthere is also Beta,
Times Square,
tally, the Constitutional
Gamma, and Lambda.
we would nearly
line of succession.
Long way to go to get to
drop the ball
It’s important to
the last letter, Omega.
remember that in their
It’s not clear if our
and lose our
own minds the insurrecbiggest medical chalDemocracy.
tionists were patriots,
lenge is COVID’s resisttrue believers, trying to
ance or the public’s
save democracy by
resistance to the vaccine.
breaking it. How could
The theme of the year
they believe that? Well,
has been our polarizain Vietnam, (under both Democrats and tion—our making enemies out of adverRepublicans) we rationalized that “We saries. Cooperation and compromise,
had to destroy the village in order to once central to politics and governing,
save it.” While there are cynical and are now seen as treason.
even evil people, most bad things are
Speaking of Polar, the ice caps are
done by people fully convinced of the calving, breaking up and melting. Not to
righteousness of their cause and actions. get too Apocalyptic but the seas are risTruly, a hell of a first week.
ing, the sky is falling—weighted down
If Trump wanted a recount, I wouldn’t by pollutants—and the climate is changbe surprised if Biden also thought about ing. China promises to get better in 30
it. Being President may not be as much years, India in 40. Many ask why we
fun as it seems. Presidents age in dog should do anything? Well, there really is
years. Still a month short of a full year, only one atmosphere and one body of
Biden must feel seven years older. I cer- water—from sea to glacier to river. We
tainly feel seven years older.
can’t fix the world alone, however, we
COVID didn’t help our mood or the can make a difference.
quality of life. Amazing science led to
In the world of politics, the fastest
remarkable breakthroughs. We devel- growing party is Independent.
oped both vaccines and treatments. We Democrats, once the party of union
actually beat COVID-19. We won, but workers and the blue collar, have lost
their former base to the Republicans.
The Republicans, once the Party of

HOW TO VOICE
YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages
provide a free forum for the community. The Observer welcomes letters on
any subject of interest. Opinions are
those of the writer. We must verify
your identity, but we allow initials
only and town to be printed if desired,
or anonymous in print if a reasonable
case can be made as to why that is
necessary. Opinions sent to us without
name, address and phone number will
not be printed. Due to space issues
shorter letters have a better chance of
getting in. Please add your contact
information so we can verify. Thanks!

contact@fullertonobserver.com
or mail to: Fullerton Observer
PO Box 7051
Fullerton CA 92834
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Lincoln, have lost most of their minority
support to the Dems. However, the public at large can’t find the moral core of
either party and holds them both in low
regard, nearly the same esteem that they
have for robo-callers.
If you don’t think the parties are in
trouble, explain how the most popular
Dem was Bernie Sanders who has never
been a Democrat, while the most popular Republican was/is Trump, who had
never before been a Republican nor even
a conservative. Trump is still no conservative. Trump is a performance artist—
fascinating to watch. You can’t take your
eyes off him. Some see a leader, others
see a train wreck, but nearly all slow
down to watch.
This year his act got repetitive and
stale, and his influence is waning. We
elected Biden because he was quiet and
uncharismatic. Now some want, if not
Trump, someone with a little more pizzazz.
The big political story reveals itself in
a thought problem: If journalists from
Mars came here, who would they think
our leaders were? Clearly, they’d conclude that the President is Joe Manchin,
and the Leader of the Senate is Mitch
McConnell.
In world affairs, we are angry with
Russia and China. Personally, I’m not
thrilled by any Cold War nostalgia. Iran
continues to spread its power despite
having a broken economy and a largely
unhappy population. With North Korea
it’s the same story.
There is good news. Israel has effectively made peace with its Sunni Arab
neighbors. Israel’s national anthem,
Hatikvah, was played in Dubai! The
downside to this hopeful development is
that it was made possible by Iran’s
threats to the Sunnis, and it has effectively isolated the Palestinians and left
them friendless. This could lead
Palestinians to a pragmatic effort at, if
not peace, at least a modus vivendi or a
desperate and violent lashing out. I’ll
choose to be hopeful.
Finally, as this year ends, we can gather ‘round and sing, not Auld Lang Syne
but Anchors Aweigh. Chris Cuomo is
out at CNN and living in Limbo.
Limbaugh has left his golden microphone. Chris Wallace departed Fox for
CNN streaming, and Brian Williams is
spending more time with his family.
Now, I’m going to spend more time
with my family and raise a glass of wine
to a better year. And if the toast doesn’t
work, the wine probably will.
©2022 Jonathan Dobrer
Follow me on Twitter @jondobrer
“Like” me on Facebook.
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Letters to the Editor
Send to contact@fullertonobserver.com

Support Blanquel
Thank you for your mid-December
front page article on Fullerton's
Mexican Art store, Blanquel Popular
Art, in our SoCo district. As your article
describes, the store owner was given a
reprieve before the property possibly
becomes another downtown bar.
I did some of my Christmas shopping
at this store and I encourage anyone
looking for a fun & unique housewarming, hostess, birthday or any occasion
gift, to shop here.
I found colorful Mexican planters,
vibrant tableware & pottery, creative
wall decorations, hand- painted tiles for

counters or coasters and many other
treasures.
The owner was hand-carving furniture
when I arrived and an artist was painting
in the front room. Please consider supporting this unique Fullerton shop.
There's easy parking in the back and
when you leave, you might just treat
yourself to a crepe at Crepes Bonaparte
next door!
I have no relation to the owner, but
just wanted to share this with other
shoppers so we don't overlook & maybe
lose this local treasure.
Viv R Fullerton

Above: Students learn that everyone will be getting free Sketchers.
Below: Volunteers, teachers, and local leaders.

Fox Foundation: Don’t forget Jane
The Observer received these notes, which were also addressed to the Fox Theater
Foundation in response to a e-mail they sent out stating that “the Fox Theatre was
saved from the wrecking ball through the creation of the nonprofit Fullerton
Historic Theatre Foundation.”
If you, Dr. Forry, and the foundation
wish to be acknowledged and remembered for your important contributions
to restoring the Fox, then you would
do well to tip your hat to Jane Reifer,
the eloquent and determined woman
who preceded you in raising funds to
make it possible for Fox to have a
future.
C Druiff Fullerton

It was not saved by the creation of the
Foundation. It was saved by Jane Reifer
who in 11 months raised the millions
necessary to save it when no professional fundraisers would take on such a
daunting objective. I will contribute
again if you can assure me Jane will
receive appropriate recognition for her
heroic work.
Judith A. Kaluzny Fullerton

Budget Cuts
Decisions about what is good for our
city that are made by the City Council
are not always objective, but instead are
influenced by many subjective factors
including members’ values, wants, and
opinions. This could not be more evident than in two decisions made this
year, including the recent one to make
cuts to an already bare bones City budget and how to use ARPA (American
Rescue Plan Act) funds. Council
Members Silva and Zahra, based on a
staff-presented option, reasonably and
responsibly argued against any further
cuts and to use some of the ARPA funds
to help the city restore adequate staffing
necessary to carry out city services.
Instead, a Council majority of Jung,
Whitaker, and Dunlap, argued for, voted
on, and passed 2.5% across-the-board
cuts that included eliminating staffing

positions held vacant rather than leaving
the possibility of filling them. Lest we
all forget, these three voted in April to
terminate then City Manager Domer and
replace him with Acting City Manager
Danley, costing the City between
$100,000-$200,000 because Domer’s
contract included nine months severance pay. They made this fiscally irresponsible decision at a time they all
claimed the city budget was in dire
straits. That fiscally irresponsible action
should never be forgotten. It demonstrates that they are willing to waste
very large sums of money that could
have done so much good in our city for
so many people, while asking NOW for
sacrifices from ALL of us (staff and the
public) by making cuts.
Diane Vena Fullerton

Low Attendance at Redistricting Meeting
The city of Fullerton held a redistricting meeting in mid December when
folks are busy with holiday plans. The
city clerk, Lucinda Williams, was questioned about the notification period. She
stated there was a ten-day notification
period of the meeting in multiple languages on the city website, the OC
Register, usually buried in the public
notices, eblasts, and social media.
If that was the case, why the low
attendance at the meeting, where only
12 public comments were made in person or on Zoom? Several of these commenters represented legal groups and
action committees and were not residents. One commenter in the council
chambers noted that there were more
city staff and commissioners than attendees. Another commenter asked that an
additional meeting be scheduled.
The commissioners were asked for
comments and only three had comments, again one asked how the infor-

mation was being disseminated. The
others had no questions.
I have noticed that there are three upcoming redistricting meetings in our
neighborhoods—Jan 13, Jan 29, and Feb
10—the last date being the same day
that all maps are DUE! Seems that there
should be a LATER deadline for the
map submissions, if this city REALLY
wants resident participation.
This process needs to very different
from the first district map process in
2016.
The Rolling Hills neighborhood was
split down one small residential street to
allow a council person to live in a small
finger of District 3, while the rest of his
neighbors were in District 2. The new
map needs to unite neighborhoods rather
than divide them. If you are interested,
please get involved and make up a map
or work on one with your neighbors.
C.T. Fullerton

Free Shoes
and a Merry
Christmas
for All
J
G
S
TORY AND PHOTO BY ERE

The Leon Owens Foundation sponsors
its annual Shoes for Kids Community
Outreach
program.
Richman
Elementary was selected this year.
The students and teachers were told
that one student from each class would
win a free pair of shoes for Christmas.
Each student’s name was taken, shoe
size was measured, and their preferred
shoe color, gender, and classroom were
recorded.
On December 15, the classrooms were
sent to the multi-event room by grade
level. There Principal Kristin Holm
announced that everyone was getting

REENE

new Skechers tennis shoes along with a
six-pack of socks, a McDonald’s free
Happy Meal gift certificate along with a
toy of their choice (donated by Frisbie
Management), a personal bottle of hand
sanitizer donated by Hugo Gutierrez of
G & H Express Inc., and a backpack to
carry everything.
The teachers, who were as unaware of
the secret change as the students,
received teacher journals, Skechers gift
cards from Skechers USA, plus
Bourbon Street gift cards donated by
Larry Houser and John Skehan.

Circle of Remembrance
A Healing Event to Remember & Renew
The City of Fullerton Parks & Recreation Department will partner with the
Fullerton Fire Department, Senior Citizens Club of Fullerton, and Meals on Wheels
OC to honor the lives of friends, family, and community members that have died
during or suffered from the pandemic. The event will take place Friday, January 14
from 11am to 2pm at the Fullerton Community Center Courtyard (340 W.
Commonwealth Ave.). The Day of Remembrance is an interactive memorial featuring spoken and visual tributes. There will be no cost to participate in this event. To
sign up and for more information e-mail KMadrigal@cityoffullerton.com or call
(714) 738-6575.

Advertise in the Fullerton Observer
email: ads@fullertonobserver.com,
call 714-525-6402, or visit us online at
www.fullertonobserver.com & click on Advertise
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Olga Ester Fojo 1934 - 2021
Olga Ester Fojo was born
in Cielo de Avila, Cuba on
December 7, 1934. She
passed away peacefully on
December 15, 2021 and
joined her beloved husband
Jesus Fojo.
Olga was a devoted and
selfless daughter, wife, and
mother, always putting others ahead of herself. She was deeply
committed to Christ, and was a proud
American citizen, cherishing the free-

doms enjoyed in the United
States.
She is survived by her
daughter, Olga Hofreiter;
son, Carlos; and five beautiful grandchildren, Julia,
Lauren, Emily, Erik, and
Charlie.
In lieu of flowers, please
support St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital or Shriners
Hospitals for Children in memory of
Olga Fojo.

John “Jack” L. Stoffel 1932-2021
John “Jack” L. Stoffel
died December 5, 2021, at
the age of 89. Born on July
16, 1932 (Orange), he was a
long-time
resident
of
Anaheim, living with his
parents Ed and Alberta for
most of his adult life. After
their passing, he lived with
his brother in San Luis
Obispo from 1999-2011, returning to
southern California in 2011 and living
in Fullerton at Sunnycrest Senior
Living.
He attended Citron, Loara, and St.
Boniface schools in Anaheim between
1938 and 1949. Jack was a man of
faith and a long-time member of St.
Justin Martyr Catholic Church in
Anaheim, and since 2011 he attended
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in
Fullerton. He was a devoted son, living with and attending to the needs of
his parents their entire lives. His two
brothers Ed and Bob, both preceded
him in death in 2019.

Jack worked at Alpha Beta
Store #44 in Anaheim as a
Clerks Helper from 1965 to
1989. Jack was a happy person, always with a smile and
eager to assist anyone. He
was well known in the
Anaheim area, and once he
started living at Sunnycrest,
he was quickly made an
“ambassador” because of his good
natured and helpful personality. He
was a big baseball fan and followed
both the Angels and Dodgers. For
decades, he was an active bowler with
several leagues in Anaheim, and also
helped with the Loara based sports
teams in Anaheim.
Viewing and Rosary was held
Tuesday, Dec 28 at McAulay &
Wallace Mortuary in Fullerton. Mass
of Christian Burial was held
Wednesday, Dec 29 at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church, Fullerton, followed
by burial at Holy Sepulcher Cemetery,
Orange.
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Our Brothers and Sisters who died here in Orange County
“Without Fixed Abode” (Homeless) in 2021. May they rest in peace.
Kevin CARRICO
Thomas CARRILLO
Michael CASAS
Michael CASERTA
Jose CASTANON
Megan CASTEEL
Ruswuel CASTELLANOS
Alfredo CASTILLO
Gerardo CERVANTES
Andres CHAVEZ
David CHAVEZ SR.
Christina CHEW
Rou Lin CHUNG
David CISNEROS
Algerine CLARK
Timothy CLARK
Michael COBURN
Cary COLE
Jacob CONROY
Donald COOLEY
Noel CORDOVA
Ricardo CORDOVA
BARRAGAN
Irma CORONADO
Vincent CORONEL
Carlos CORTES
Zachary COY
Reyna CRISTOBAL
Thomas CROSS
Ronnie CROSS
Robert CRUM
Kelly D'AMBRA
Matthew DANELLA
Benjamin DANG
Ronald DAVIS
Scott DERRICO
Jon DETWEILER
Janie DEVRIES
Santos DIAZGUEVARA
Preston DODGE
Ronald DODGE
John DOMINGUE
Alan DOWNEY
Melissa DUANE
Sean DUNNE
Timothy DURHAM
Bobby ENGLAND
Raymond HARDIMAN
Sherwood HARRIS
Gem HARRISON
Keith HAWKINS
Stephen HAY
Felisha HERNANDEZ
Andrew HERNANDEZ
Joany HERNANDEZ
Infant male HERNANDEZ
Alberto HERRERA
Samantha HERZIK
David HILCHEY
Richard HOOK
Jamie HOWARD
Daniel HUDSON
Joshua HUEY
Kathleen HURLEY
David HUSSEY
Earl HUST
Nathaniel HUTCHINSON
Charlie HUYNH
Elif IMECE
Timothy INGALLS
Jacqueline ISAACS
Matthew JACKSON
Sam JACOBSEN
Matthew JAMES
Nicholas JARVIS
Jeffrey JENKINSSMITH
Ana JIMENEZ
Eddie JIMENEZ JR
James JOHNSON
Ted JOHNSON
Wayne JOHNSON
Gilbert JOHNSON
Cortland JOHNSON
Robert JOHNSON JR
Gary KASEMAN
Imad KATALO
Derek KEEN
Andrew KEISLER
Brian KELLY
Michael KELLY
Sandra KENNEDY
Michael KIDDER
Eric KIERNAN
Todd KIHM
Jason MOTIS
Michael MUENSTERMAN
Melissa MULAT
J Refugio MUNIZ
Carol MURPHY
Robert MURPHY
Steve MYERS

Harrison NELSON
Solomon NERAYO
Angela NEVILSFRAZIER
Alondra NIETO
Dylan NOEL
Steven OATMAN
Gilbert OCHOA
Joseph OLVERA
Jose OROZCO, JR.
Hermenegildo ORTEGA
Elizabeth ORTIZ
Mark OYAMA
Xavier PALM
Eduardo PALMA
Jose PANO MEDINA
Joseph PARSAKIS
Robert PATTERSON
William PELTIER
Andrew PEREZ
Robert PETERSEN
JR.
Timothy PHILLIPS
Donald PIERCE
John PIEROVICH
David PILKINGTON
Morgan PLEASANT
John POHLMAN
Luis POLANCO
ARGUETA
Ralph PONCE JR
David POWELL
James PUENTES
Amilcar QUINONEZ
Ronny QUINTANAR
Jair QUIRARTE
Raul RAMOS
Tracy RANDOL
Jacqueline REAM
Daniel REDDY
Anthony REGALADO
Victor RICHMOND
Steven RILEY
Jeffrey STORY
Timothy STRODE
Steve STRONG
David TAFOYA
Dean TELASKY
Greggory TILDEN
Erik TINNESEN
Roberto TORRES
Juan TORRESCHAVEZ
Andy TRAN
Ozzy TUAILA
Douglas TYLER
Eduardo URISTA
Dionte VALDEZ
Armando VALDEZ III
Manuel VALDEZSALMERON
Adalberto VASQUEZ
Jose VAZQUEZ
Andrew
VELAZQUEZ
Pedro VELAZQUEZ
TAPIA
Ted VERDUN
Daniel VERJAL
Nicolas VILLANI
Richard VILLAREAL
Jeffrey VILLARREAL
Lai VINH
Jeff WALKER
Daniel WARNER
Sterling WERNER
Ricky WHILDIN
Dominic WHITE
Alexis WHITE
Leon WILLIAMS
Cherie WITHROWJACKSON
Jeffrey WOODRUFF
James WOODWARD
Crispin WORSHAM
Devon WYATT
Dong YI
Jung YOO
Edward YORBA
Timothy YORGA
Martin ZAPATALARA
Jose ZARAGOZA
Marcos ZAVALA
Moises ZEPEDA
Janie ACOSTA
Daniel ESCOBAR
Alfredo AGUINALDO
Karina ESPINOZA
Hector AGUIRRE
Roberto ESPINOZA
Amber ALANIZ
Ricardo ESPINOZA
Raymond
ALBIDREZJR
Lauriano ESTRADA
Sammy ALCARAZ

Ricardo ESTRADA
Mario ALFARO
VASQUEZ
Richard ESTRADA
ARELLANO
Anthony AMES
Terry EVANS
Eva AMEZCUA
Hunter EVANS
Sophia AMEZQUITA
Armon FANNYAN
Sterling ANDERSONCRECY Marcelo
FARIAS VALENCIA
Sergio ANGEL MARTINEZ
Jaima FAWCETT
Brandon
ARCHIBALD
Martin FERGUSON
Albert
ARCHIBEQUE JR
Sal FERNANDEZ
Charles ARME JR.
Anthony FIELDS
Mark ARRINGTON
Marsha FINDLEY
Sergio ARROYO
Leopoldo FLORES
Laura ASPER
Juan FLORES
Moises AVALOS
Alexandria FODY
Gerardo AVILA
Madison FOWLER
Salvador AVILABRAVO
John FRISINA
James BAILEY
Alicia FUENTES
David BANKS
Max GAMBOA
Donald BARNES
Erica BARNES
Pablo BARRIOS
Brian BATCHELDER
Giovanni BAUTISTA
David BEHM
Richard BELL
Tabetha BELL
Christian BELLO
Lorenzo BELTRAN
Tara BEOUGHER
Benigno BERBER III
Joseph BLAIN, JR.
Veronica BLAKE
Ron BLANSET
Dale BODNAR
Brian BOLES
Lawrence BOTICH
Biarni BRADWELL,
JR.
Anthony BRUMMETT
Byron BURTON
Richard CABRERA
Shair CALLOWAY
DUNNELL
Phillip CAMACHO
Daniel CAMPBELL
Thomas CANNON
Gilbert CARRASCO
Robert GAMMILL
Rick GARCIA
Angel GARCIA
Alfredo GARCIA
ENCARNACION
Jaime GARDUNO
RODRIGUEZ
Rodrigo GARIBAY
Lasonya GASTON
Bradly GASTON
Robert GEDDES
Adam GIAVELLI
Jeffrey GLEASON
George GLENDENNING
Evelyn GLENN
Lawrence GONZALES
Timothy GONZALES
Ruben GONZALEZ
Patricia GORDON
James GOULD
Joseph GRIFFIN
Carlos GUALPGUALIP
Nelson GUAY
Humberto GUILLEN
Joseph GULICK
Edith GUZMAN
Ray HALLETT
David HAMILTON
Timothy HANRAHAN
James KINNEY
Kristine KOSTKA
Javier LANDEROSCERVANTES
Mark LANE
Erwin LAUSEN-

(source: OC Coroner’s Office)

HAMMER
Huy LE
Steven LEE
Dale LEFTWICH
Shelley LEHMANN
Joseph LEONARD
Michael LINDSTROM
Wade LINK IV
Michael LLAMAS
Miguel LOPEZ
Eddy LOPEZ
Ramon LOPEZJR
Leuren LOSITO
Enrique LOVATO
Troy LOZANO
Damon LUCERO
Lois MABRY
Adam MADIGAN
Leticia MAHE
Thomas MANSFIELD
William MANZAGOL
Ronnie MARTIN
Maria MARTINEZ
Carlos Aaron MARTINEZ
Raul MARTINEZ
Michael MATTHEWS
Richard MATTHEWS
Dennis MCCULLOCH
Patrick MCKENNA
Crisdun MEADOWS
Jose MEDRANO
Travis MEIKLE
Roberto MEJIA
Apolinar MENDEZ
Danilo MENDEZ
Ivan MENDOZA
Richard MILLAN
Cheryl MILLER
Jose MIRABEL
Silverio MIRELES
Karen MITCHELL
Charles MOLFESE
Jose MOLINAESCOBAR
Juan MONTEJANO
Alvaro MONTOYA
Lonnie MORGAN
Stephen RINEBERG
Jose RIOS
Jose RIVERA
Joel ROACH
Antonio
RODRIGUEZ
Miguel RODRIGUEZ
Juan RODRIGUEZ
Jose RODRIGUEZ
Jorge RODRIGUEZ
Juvencio
RODRIGUEZ RUIZ
Mark RODRIQUEZ
Steve ROJAS
Antonio ROMANESTRADA
Ernesto ROMERO
Harold ROSE
Adam ROSEBERRY
Francis ROSS
James RUDE
Gary RUSH
Timothv RUSSELL
Mark SAIN
Johnny SALDANA
James SALISBURY
Farhan SAMAD
Juan SANCHEZ
David SANCHEZ
Annamarie
SANCHEZ
Kealynd SCHALET
Michael SCHENKELBERG
William SCHIEBERL
David SCHINDLER
Jonette SCHWARZ
Neva SELLEY
Sabas SERAFIN
Lisa SHAFFER
Joseph SMALTZ
Daniel SMITH
Steven SMITH
Brandon SMITH
Martin SMITH
Timothy SMITH
Christopher SMITH
Patricia SMITH
Cathy SPAETH
Aaron SPONSELLER
Patcharee SRIPAN
James STALLCUP
Robyn STEWART
Brenda STEWART
Christian STONE
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City Redistricting Continued from page 3
At least one of those public hearings
must occur before maps proposing the
district boundaries are drawn. (See
Elections Code section 21607.1.(a)(1).)
This crucial step in the redistricting
process should be completed before the
demographer presents maps to the public.
The FAIR MAPS Act also requires the
City to encourage participation in the
redistricting process with “a good faith
effort” that includes “providing information to media organizations that provide city news coverage including
media organizations that serve language
minority communities” as well as “providing information through good government, civil rights, civic engagement,
or community groups or organizations
that are active in the City, including
those active in language minority communities, or that have requested to be
notified concerning redistricting.” (See
Elections Code section 21608.)

The Process
Levitt said he will “synthesize” public
input and provide to the RAC his draft
maps and the maps submitted by the
public, grouped by the similarities
among the maps to help “narrow the
focus.” Revisions will be made based on

direction from the commission or the
demographer may provide options to the
commission from which to select. Levitt
specified that no maps will be eliminated until the RAC selects their final map
to recommend to the City Council.

Future Meetings
The next three Redistricting meetings
will be Community Workshops led by
the demographer at three different sites
throughout the City:
• January 13 at 6pm, Chapman Park
Building, 2515 San Carlos Drive.
• January 29 at 10am, Orangethorpe
Park Building, 1737 West Roberta
Avenue.
• February 10 at 6pm, Fullerton Free
North Campus, 2904 North Brea
Boulevard. The next Public Hearing
presided by the RAC is February 23 at
6:30pm in the Council Chamber, 303
West Commonwealth.
Questions about the redistricting
process, map submissions, and to provide input about neighborhoods and
communities of interest can be submitted by phone or by email:
(714)738-6350
DistrictElections@CityofFullerton.com.

New Shelter Law Continued from page 14
was staying at La Mesa shelter in
Anaheim (run by Illumination
Foundation), she was sexually harassed.
She filed a complaint and says she
was told that if she didn’t like how the
shelter was run, she could leave.
Because she was homeless, leaving was
not a safe option.
When asked what changes (if any)
Illumination Foundation has made to
shelter policies to protect clients from
sexual harassment, CEO Paul Leon
wrote to The Observer, “We were
named in the ACLU lawsuit for alleged
sexual misconduct from a contract security company security guard. That guard
was immediately released and not
allowed to return…we did review ALL
of our security procedures which are
well defined and comply with all local
requirements.”
When asked to respond to allegations
that clients were retaliated against, Leon
said, “We conduct regular client surveys, Town Hall Meetings and have a
complaint/comment box that is handled
and addressed by our HR department.”
Moore and other plaintiffs in the
ACLU lawsuit also claim that their freedom of movement was restricted by a
policy they call “lock in/shut out” and
shelters call “Good Neighbor.”
“Basically, people can only arrive at
the shelter by car (many people who are
unhoused don’t have a vehicle), or on a
shuttle that the shelter runs, which has
limited seats and only runs a few times a
day,” Kandel explained. “So if you don’t
get a spot in the morning to get out,
you’re locked in, and if you miss it coming back in the afternoon, you’re locked
out. We had clients who lost jobs
because even though there was a bus
that went right close from the shelter to
their job, they couldn’t walk from the
bus stop to the shelter.”
When asked about this policy, Leon
wrote, “We have a written policy on
requirements to stay within our facility.
We are a harm reduction facility with a
low barrier to entry.”

When asked about allegations of
unsanitary conditions, Leon wrote, “We
have never had an issue with cleanliness
and pride ourselves on clean, safe living
spaces for all our guests.”
Eventually, Moore was able to leave
the shelter and get into a two-year housing program provided by Mercy House.
This program recently ended and she is
now back on the streets.
According to Kandel, the best solution
to homelessness is not emergency shelters, but housing.
“These shelters are getting a tremendous amount of money to warehouse
people, and we need to be putting our
funding into what we know works,
which is housing, instead of propping up
a shelter system that is subjecting people
to horrible conditions,” Kandel said.
Ultimately, what Catherine really
wants and needs is permanent affordable
housing, and this is something in short
supply, even with housing vouchers.
A key contention of the 2019 ACLU
report and the 2020 lawsuit is that
unhoused people in Orange County face
a difficult choice: be arrested or enter
emergency shelters where they may face
bad conditions.
“And so people are put in this awful
position where they have to pick
between ‘Do I risk getting arrested, or
do I go into a shelter where I’m going to
be subject to these horrible conditions,”
Kandel said.
Before filing the lawsuit in 2020, the
ACLU released a report on shelter conditions in Orange County called “This
Place is Slowly Killing Me.”
Although she does not believe the
conditions highlighted in the report and
the lawsuit have been “fixed” Kandel is
hopeful that AB 362 will offer some
much-needed oversight.
“Are all the shelters fixed yet?
Probably not. But now at least there will
be a clear standard and a clear process to
make sure the standards are upheld,”
Kandel said.
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POLICE SEEK WITNESSES
IN FATAL HIT AND RUN
A pedestrian was struck by a car and
killed in the early morning hours of
Thursday,
December
23
on
Bastanchury Road west of Brea Blvd.
Fullerton Police are seeking witnesses
to the incident.
The suspect vehicle description is a
blue Toyota Tundra with a damaged
front driver’s side headlight and trim.
Upon arrival at the scene at approximately 6:45am, officers located a
deceased person in the center median.
The subject’s identity will be released
by the Orange County Coroner at a
time they feel is appropriate and pending notification of the next of kin.
Preliminary investigation indicates
that the pedestrian was crossing

Bastanchury Road west of Brea Blvd
when they were struck by a westbound
vehicle. The suspect vehicle did not
stop and continued westbound on
Bastanchury Road. The suspect vehicle left a portion of its blue bumper
behind and is now described as a
Toyota Tundra.
Anyone with information about this
hit and run collision is encouraged to
contact Fullerton Police Investigator J.
Feaster at (714) 738-6812. Those
wishing to provide information anonymously may call the Orange County
Crime Stoppers at 1(855) TIP-OCCS
or
visit
their
website
at
www.occrimestoppers.org.

OCTA bus hits pedestrian
Fullerton Police Officers responded
to Harbor and Valencia Mesa regarding a traffic collision involving an
Orange
County
Transportation
Authority bus and a pedestrian on
Sunday, December 26, at approximately 6:38pm.
Upon arrival, officers located an
unresponsive male in the southbound
lanes of Harbor Blvd. south of
Valencia Mesa Dr. The pedestrian was
transported to the hospital where he
succumbed to his injuries.
The deceased subject’s identity will
be released by the Orange County
Coroner at a time they feel is appropriate and pending notification of the
next of kin.

Preliminary investigation indicates
the pedestrian was walking in the traffic lanes of southbound Harbor Blvd
when he was struck by the OCTA bus.
There are no sidewalks along this
stretch of road. The OCTA bus immediately stopped, remained on the
scene, and contacted the police department.
Anyone with information about this
collision is encouraged to contact
Fullerton Police Investigator H.
Barclay at (714) 738-6815. Those
wishing to provide information anonymously may call the Orange County
Crime Stoppers at 1 (855) TIP-OCCS
or
visit
their
website
at
www.occrimestoppers.org.

Thank you to all the subscribers.
You make this paper possible.
$35 for 21 issues mailed directly to your home.
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022
ANSWER KEY
TO PUZZLE
“RING IN THE NEW YEAR”
on page 6:

PUZZLE MASTER
Valerie Brickey
was born in Fullerton and
returned to raise her family
here. She has been contributing puzzles since 2014.
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Peter and Pal Mester in front of a newly-painted mural. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

Refugee artists create
meaningful murals by Jesse La Tour
In July, a family of refugee artists
from Slovakia arrived at St. Philip
Benizi Church in Fullerton. They
offered to paint murals at the church free
of charge, and what started with one
mural blossomed into several.
The artists are Peter and Pal Mester.
Their large works appear around the
world, including at USC, Cambridge
University in England, Regensburg
University in Germany, town halls in
Wimereux, France and Donau,
Germany, and Brno University in the
Czech Republic.
The Mesters’ long journey to
Fullerton, in a way, started back in the
1930s, when a family friend named
Hana (also called Lea) lived here in
Fullerton with her parents who were
chemists conducting geochemical
assays for the local petroleum industry.
In the mid 1930s, Hana’s parents
returned to Slovakia and set up a laboratory there. However, in 1939, under the
influence of Hitler in Germany, Slovakia
entered a period of fascism and brutal
repression, under Jozef Tiso. The fascists murdered Hana’s parents, and confiscated their laboratory, leaving Hana
an orphan.
The Mesters’ grandmother and a
friend named Ladislav Reitman (father
of filmmaker Ivan Reitman, who lived
in the same town as the Mesters) helped
Hana to get to an orphanage in Budapest
run by a protestant priest named Gabor
Sztehlo, who protected thousands of
children from being killed during the
fascist regime.
When Hana was in the orphanage, she
became very useful in protecting the
Jewish kids who were being hidden
there. Whenever the authorities came to
visit the orphanage, she would sing and
perform German catholic hymns, which
helped to convince the authorities there
were no Jews present.
After the war, Hana became an art student of Peter Mester’s mother and a
good friend of the family. From the
1960s on, Hana and Peter worked
together in communist Czechoslovakia.
She would help him and other artists
find work.
In the 1990s, after the fall of communism, Peter and Hana won the commission to make the curtain for the new
Slovak National Theater.
According to Peter, their problems
began when a government minister
(who was allegedly a neo-fascist) told
them to dedicate the curtain to Jozef
Tiso. Hana, of course, refused to do this,
as Tiso was the leader responsible for
her parents’ death.

Sometime later, Hana was murdered.
Not long after that, some men attempted to murder Peter’s wife by burying her
alive. Luckily, neighbors who had come
to visit scared off the would-be murderers. Peter and Pal believe a local police
commissioner was responsible for the
murder and attempted murder. Hana’s
killer was never brought to justice.
Seeking justice, they wrote to the
American embassy, the Canadian
embassy, the Israeli embassy, the
European Commission for Organized
Crime, human rights organizations, all
to no avail.
In the post-communist era, Slovakia
didn’t exactly go back to being fascist,
but many of its leaders were “populists”
or “nationalists,” some with ties to the
old fascist regime.
In recent years, a fair number of
Slovakian journalists, police officials,
judges, and artists have been murdered.
Fearing for their lives, the Mesters
fled Slovakia and became refugees.
In 2014, the Mesters arrived in the
United States and applied for asylum.
They have all their papers in order and
are still waiting for their asylum claim to
be resolved.
“They did apply for refugee status. It’s
been seven years,” Father Dennis Kriz,
OSM of St. Philip Benizi Church said.
“When they began their work at the
Parish, we had them go through the
Diocese’s Safe Environment program.
They were fingerprinted, and their documents checked out. They have work permits here. They have all the documents.
The problem is that the refugee system
here is utterly broken.”
The large murals painted by the
Mesters at St. Philip Benizi were dedicated on December 20, in a ceremony
officiated by Bishop Kevin Vann, and
attended by some 100 parishioners and
local
leaders
including
State
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk Silva
and Fullerton Mayor Fred Jung.
The artists paint in a modern baroque
style.
The first mural that Father Dennis
asked them to paint was of Mary and the
Seven Holy Founders of the Servite
Order plus Saint Juliana on the side of
St. Philip Benizi’s old school building.
Next, the artists painted a cycle of St.
Philip Benizi’s entire life. The final
mural (as yet) to be painted by the
artists, is a portrayal the Resurrection,
borne of the artists’ own story.
Father Dennis notes, “Yes, sometimes
life imitates art, and art is inspired by
life experience.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF CATHY YANG

Observers Around the World
Cathy Yang visited the World Expo in
Dubai in October 2021. The World
Expo opened in Dubai, the United Arab
Emirates on October 1 and will continue
until end of March 2022. Originally it
was scheduled to open in 2020 but was
postponed due to COVID.
The theme of the Expo was
"Connecting Minds, Creating the
Future" with three subthemes: opportunity, mobility and sustainability. The
US Pavilion was in the Opportunity
Park and showcased a Moon rock col-

lected by American astronaut Jack
Schmitt during the Apollo 17 mission, a
43-meter tall replica of the Falcon 9
booster, and a replica of the Mars
Opportunity Rover. Above is a picture
of Yang standing in front the US
Pavilion. Proud to be an American!
If you plan to visit Dubai, please do
so during the winter season as it is too
hot in the summer. The easiest way to
get around Dubai is by the Metro train,
even though taxi is cheap. As Rick
Steves likes to say, "Keep on traveling!"

Sunrise Village Shopping Center PHOTO BY SASKIA KENNEDY

Sunrise Village continued from Front Page
violence simply for being of Asian descent. If our city were to approve the Pines
residential project, not only would the decision cripple a major segment of the
Asian American community, but it would also send an alarming message that the
will, voices, and concerns of Asian Americans are unimportant, and that similar to
the past, Asian Americans can simply be ignored, cast aside, and disregarded.
The Fullerton City Council should demonstrate its support for the Asian
American community and help it continue to thrive and grow in Fullerton by keeping Sunrise Village and voting NO on the zoning change. If you oppose the Pines
zoning change, please sign the petition at www.Change.org/SaveSunriseVillage.
As a numbers person, I will conclude with a set of statistics from Clear Gov on
Fullerton, Anaheim, Brea, and La Habra comparing the ratio of Sales Tax vs.
Property Tax the City gathers as revenue. From reading the data, I see that it is evident that Fullerton lacks Sale tax compared to our neighboring cities and we need
more retail and less housing.

