
A remedy hearing held at the Fullerton police department on August 27, 2021 by 
Police Chief Dunn resulted in restrictions on hours of entertainment for JP23, a 
downtown Fullerton restaurant/bar. The hearing was called based on input from 
other city departments, calls for police service, and criminal investigations related 
to JP23. Remedy hearings cannot be appealed according to the municipal code, 
therefore Chief Dunn had to deny the entertainment permit altogether until the spe-
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ORANGE COUNTY BLACK HISTORY: A new CSUF exhibit explores experiences and contributions of African Americans to local history & culture. Pictured 
above at the exhibit are Zoe Pedford, Joe Zavala, Earl Pedford, Sharon Sekhon, Harlen Lambert, Daniel Michael Lynem, and Andrea Lynem. See story on page 10.  

PHOTO BY SHARRON LAMBERT

COUNCIL MAJORITY VOTES AGAINST 
100% RENEWABLE ENERGY by Jesse La Tour

As a member of the Orange County 
Power Authority (OCPA, formed in 
2020), Fullerton had the opportunity to 
set 100% renewable energy default 
rates for customers and the City at their 
February 1 meeting, but City Council 
chose to go with lower percentages, 
despite numerous members of the pub-
lic urging the 100% option. 

OCPA is a community choice energy 
(CCE) program that currently includes 
Fullerton, Buena Park, Huntington 
Beach, Irvine, and unincorporated 
areas of Orange County, who work 
together to bring renewable energy 
choices to each community. OCPA pur-
chases energy and sells it to customers 
with a focus on renewable energy 
sources, while Southern California 
Edison (SCE) still delivers, bills, and 
resolves any customer service or elec-
tricity service issues. 

Each member of the OCPA is 
required to set default rates for cus-
tomers and for the City (as a cus-
tomer), prior to its expected launch in 

April of this year. At full launch, 
OCPA will serve more than 820,000 
businesses and residents, making it the 
sixth-largest community choice energy 
provider in the state of California. 

At their February 1 meeting, 
Fullerton City Council was asked to 
choose among three options as the 
default rate for customers and for the 
City as a customer. 

The “default rate” is the power 
choice that will go into effect unless 
the consumer makes a different choice. 
All customers will have the option to 
upgrade, downgrade, or opt-out and 
return to service with Southern 
California Edison (SCE) at any time. 

 The three options are: 
•   38.5% Renewable Energy (No 

estimated rate increase from current 
service) 

• 69.2% Renewable Energy 
(Estimated 3.7% rate increase) 

• 100% Renewable Energy 
(Estimated 5.6% rate increase) 

See Renewable Energy, Page 15
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16.5 million remaining federal 
relief funds to be allocated 

Despite the City receiving over $32 
million from the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA), City Council approved a 
2.5% budget reduction in December. So 
far, City Council has obligated $16.2 
million of ARPA funds. At their 
February 15 meeting, Council will 
decide how to allocate the remaining 
$16.5 million. 

Staff has proposed an ARPA spending 
plan. Here are some highlights: 

• Public Health ($1.5 million): 
Projects include improvements to the 
City’s Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC) to enable the EOC to operate 
with up-to-date technology during times 
of crisis and emergencies. Other invest-

ments include purchasing an Emergency 
Portable Generator for the City’s disas-
ter shelter at the Fullerton Community 
Center (FCC) and other critical security 
and communications equipment at the 
FCC. 

• Services to Disproportionately 
Impacted Communities ($2.1 million): 
The plan includes funding towards the 
purchase of beds at the Fullerton 
Navigation Center to address homeless-
ness in the City. In addition, staff recom-
mends funding for the Hope Center 
Project, a regional collaborative with 
surrounding cities to address homeless-
ness. 

See ARPA, Page 2

 CORRECTION 
An article in the Early February 

Observer entitled “Community cel-
ebrates purchase of 24 acres of west 
Coyote Hills  stated: "After con-
quering an uphill trek, hikers were 
treated to ice-cream sandwiches 
upon their return, which were 
served by a campaign truck bearing 
Newman’s name." A representative 
from State Senator Josh Newman 
informed us that the ice cream truck 
is not a campaign truck. It was 
repainted to remove all campaign-
related information, and is used for 
official state purposes, not cam-
paigning. We regret the error.

cial hearing results were determined by 
City Council. The results to uphold Chief 
Dunn’s recommendations was announced 
at a City Council meeting on Feb 1. 

The Fullerton City Council held a special 
meeting to hear the appeal of the denial of 
renewal for entertainment permit for JP23 
on Dec 16, 2021. At the special hearing 
attorney Greg Palmer represented the city 
of Fullerton. Attorney Jennifer Harris rep-
resented Jacob Poozhikala, owner of JP23. 
Harold W. Potter, Mayor Fred Jung, Mayor 
Pro Tem Whitaker, and Councilmembers 
Ahmad Zahra, and Jesus Silva presided. 
Witnesses were Kellee Fritzal (Deputy 
Director of Community and Economic 
Development), Lieutenant Craft, Chief 
Dunn, Sammy Marzougui (JP23 general 
manager), and Jacob Poozhikala. 

Fritzal introduced the evidence that con-
cluded that JP23 did not meet the require-
ments stipulated in their conditional use 
permit (CUP) that was issued Oct 2019. 

JP23 entertainment permit 
renewed with restrictions by Saskia Kennedy

See JP23, Page 4



• Street Infrastructure/Revenue 
Replacement ($10 million): The street 
infrastructure improvements align with 
the City’s planned water main replace-
ments (funded by water funds) for its 
major thoroughfares and arterial streets. 

• Administrative Costs ($1.4 mil-
lion): For staff performing ARPA grant 
management, ongoing grant reporting as 
required by ARPA, annual single audit 
requirements, and general administra-
tive overhead costs.  

• Other Projects: Other significant 
project recommendations include a 
$1.2M investment in Street Lighting 
Series system replacement for street 
lights no longer supported by Edison, 
investment in critical cybersecurity 
enhancements and IT network infra-
structure, funding to support the City’s 
CCTV System to replace forward-facing 
security cameras at certain City facilities 
and downtown, and another City-devel-
oped Residential Utility Assistance 
grant program to provide financial assis-
tance with delinquent utility bills. 

At the February 1 meeting, 
Councilmember Dunlap, who has advo-

cated for budget cuts and spending as 
much as possible on road repair, 
expressed frustration at the ARPA 
spending plan prepared by staff. He 
called the $10 million for road repair a 
“token.” 

“There’s no sense in voting on this 
because this isn’t what was vetted over 
the many workshops and Council meet-
ings where we talked about the budget 
and spending,” Dunlap said. “We need 
to get much more of this money toward 
road and street repair because it’s what 
the community wants.” 

Mayor Pro Tem Whitaker suggested 
bringing the plan back with items listed  
in order of priority to the next meeting.  

During public comment, resident 
Jenny Matti suggested allocating more 
money for crumbling infrastructure and 
City workforce. 

Jane Rands asked that Council consid-
er allocating additional funds to the 
library, as their services and staff were 
cut during the pandemic.  

Councilmember Zahra asked staff to 
bring back a report on library needs. 
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES  
The Council meets at 5pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month. Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings 
are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
 

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311  

or by email to: council@cityoffullerton.com  

The next City Council meeting is Tuesday, February 15 at 5:30pm.  
The public may only participate via Zoom. Visit www.zoom.us/join or  

call 1-669-900-9128 and enter meeting ID 978 4219 1797.   
Agenda items include:

Agenda Forecast

• Council direction on projects or programs to include  
in the Fiscal Year 2022-23 budget. 

• Allocation of $16.5 million in federal relief (see front page story)

WATCH OR LISTEN LIVE  
You may view the meeting live online at https://fullerton.legistar.com, on 

Spectrum Cable Channel 3 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99. 

February 1 Meeting
Closed Session

Before every public City Council 
meeting, there is a closed session during 
which Council meets with various par-
ties to discuss items outside the view of 
the public. During this meeting, Council 
met with staff to discuss negotiations 
with the City’s fire and municipal 
employee unions regarding salaries, 
benefits, and working conditions. 
Council also discussed recruitment of a 
permanent City Manager. Council met 
with legal counsel to discuss the follow-
ing cases: Lillian Aylesworth v. 
Sunnyridge Homeowners Association, et 
al; Poozhikala v. City of Fullerton; and 
Michael Destiche v. City of Fullerton.

Public Comments
Housing Element: Jane Reifer said 

that the City should find ways to main-
tain the charm and history of our city but 
also address the affordable housing cri-
sis when considering the Housing 
Element, which identifies 30,000 poten-
tial new units, and SB 9 which could 
allow up to 8 units on single family 
housing properties. 

Public Participation in Study 
Sessions: Jane Rands said that the next 
time there is a Council study session 
there should be more time allotted and 
the public have the opportunity to ask 
questions after presentations.

CITY RECEIVES HUNT LIBRARY GRANT: The City anticipates receiving 
$2.75 million from the 2021 State Budget in addition to the $2.5 million provided 
in 2019 for the Hunt Library renovation and rehabilitation project. The improve-
ments to the existing building will strengthen the Hunt Library’s role as a commu-
nity gathering place and hub of civic engagement and education when it reopens. 
Council will accept the grant on February 15. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

Council Meetings to Start at 5:30pm
At the request of Mayor Fred Jung, 

Council voted 3-2 (Zahra and Silva 
“no”) to change the start time of Council 
meetings from 6:30 to 5:30pm. 

Jung has said that he wants to make 
the change to improve efficiency of the 
meetings, and to prevent them from 
stretching so late into the evening. 

Councilmember Jesus Silva said the 
earlier start time may hinder public par-
ticipation. 

“One of our jobs is to allow the public 
to comment. Moving it to earlier may 
prevent some of that,” Silva said. “Even 
councilmembers have a hard time get-
ting there earlier because they work 
other jobs.” Silva said he could support 
a 6:00pm start time. 

Councilmember Nick Dunlap noted 
that some surrounding cities, such as 
Anaheim and Buena park, start at 5pm, 

and that technology can enhance public 
participation. 

“I think this is a good opportunity for 
us to revisit how meetings are conduct-
ed–how to make them more efficient, 
more effective, and to allow more peo-
ple to participate in the process, so I’m 
supportive of a 5:30 start time,” Dunlap 
said. 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra said he 
could not support the earlier start time 
“because even with Zoom, even with 
technology, people are either still at 
work or on their way back from 
work...This is purely out of convenience 
for this Council, and I don’t support 
that.” 

Mayor Pro Tem Bruce Whitaker said 
he doesn’t personally support the idea of 
moving meetings earlier, “but I will sup-
port the Mayor’s discretion on this.” 

The meeting closed in memory of Mike Clements, who recently passed away.  
See tribute in Early February issue of the Observer.

Public no longer allowed to pull  
consent calendar items

Council voted 4-1 (Zahra “no”) to dis-
allow members of the public from 
requesting that consent calendar items 
be brought up for discussion (called 
“pulling”). Items on the consent calen-
dar are often voted on en masse without 
discussion. Under the new rules, mem-
bers of the public would have to ask 
councilmembers to pull items from the 
consent calendar. 

“This is an avocation of the public to 
contact their elected official directly to 

pull consent items,” Mayor Fred Jung 
said. “Anyone who contacts me and says 
they’d like an item pulled, I’m happy to 
do that.” 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra, who 
voted against the rule change, said, “I 
believe our job is to facilitate and make 
it easier for the public to participate and 
to feel engaged. By disallowing them to 
pull items directly, we are putting one 
more obstacle in the way of them partic-
ipating in civic government.”

ARPA Relief Funds continued from front page

City Receives $4 Million  
for Homeless Shelter

Fullerton will receive $4 million from 
the state of California to assist with 
operation of Fullerton’s Navigation 
Center, a homeless shelter with social 
services and recuperative care run by 
Illumination Foundation. 

The State allocated the funds to the 
City as part of the 2021-22 California 
Budget Act and through the request of 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva. 

Fullerton’s Navigation Center opened 
in 2020, closed in mid 2021 due to a 
lack of ongoing operational funding, and 
then re-opened in late 2021 due to feder-
al relief funds.  

The Navigation Center is located at 
3535 W. Commonwealth Ave. in a for-
mer commercial building near the 

Fullerton airport. The center was 
designed to house up to 90 adults expe-
riencing homelessness, with an addi-
tional 60 beds for adults in need of recu-
perative care as they recover from sur-
gery and other critical hospital care. 

The building is currently owned by a 
third party who charges the City an 
annual rent of $543,700 for its use. The 
City has a Lease Guarantee on the build-
ing for Illumination Foundation. 

When the Navigation Center was first 
approved by City Council in 2020, there 
were no ongoing operating funds includ-
ed. The City provided $500,000 for 
improvements to the building. 

It is hoped the $4 million will provide 
for longer term operations.
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The Redistricting process (to deter-
mine City Council districts for the next 
decade) thus far has had low public par-
ticipation, likely due to late and some-
times conflicting meeting notifications 
and the difficulty of locating redistrict-
ing resources on the City website. The 
Redistricting Advisory Commission 
(RAC) meetings and Redistricting 
Workshops were just added to the 
“Upcoming Meetings” section of the 
Legistar City Meeting Calendar in time 
for the last of the three RAC meetings 
and only days before the final workshop. 
The remaining opportunities for public 
input are at public hearings at 6:30pm on 
February 23 with the RAC, and on 
March 8 and 29 with the City Council. 

Seventeen people attended each of the 
second and third Redistricting 
Workshops on January 29 and February 
10 with about a third providing input. 
(See early Feb Observer for details 
about the first workshop.) The third 
workshop heard the first public input 
from residents who identified them-
selves as living south of Commonwealth 
or in Districts 4 or 5. It was also the first 
workshop in which participants provid-
ed comments using the translation serv-
ices that have been and will continue to 
be available in Mandarin, Korean, 
Vietnamese, and Spanish for the redis-
tricting meetings. 

At the workshops, Dr. Justin Levitt, 
the demographer from National 
Demographics Corporation, discussed 
the federal and State criteria and other 
“valid principals” he will use to draw 
draft maps based on community input, 
city planning documents, and census 

data. A director at Tripepi-Smith, Jenn 
Nentwig, documented community input 
on neighborhoods and communities of 
interest. Dr. Levitt also demonstrated the 
mapping tools, which range from mark-
ing a paper map, to calculating totals on 
a spreadsheet, to online mapping tools 
with demographic data available for 
each census tract. The workshop presen-
tations and meeting videos are available 
online by selecting the Workshops link 
from the Materials tab at www.cityof-
fullerton.com/government/depart-
m e n t s / c i t y - c l e r k / r e d i s t r i c t -
fullerton/materials.   

Second Workshop 
Community Input (1/29)   

Harry Langenbacher identified his 
neighborhood as the historic Hillcrest 
Park area that is impacted by activities at 
the Fullerton High School Stadium. 
Damion Lloyd asked for Princeton 
Circle, that is known for the colorful 
holiday “sparkle balls” that are hung 
from the trees between Thanksgiving 
and New Year to be made whole. It is 
currently divided between District 2 and 
3. Jane Reifer said she lives on Balcom 
in the historic region between Chapman 
and Commonwealth. She identified it as 
diverse in income, ethnicity, and hous-
ing ownership and renting, and is 
impacted by Fullerton College. She 
specified that it would be “more fair” for 
downtown to have its own district. 

Kayla Asato from OC Environmental 
Justice (OCEJ) identified a “pollution 
burden” in the southeast part of 
Fullerton and said Latino voters south of 

REDISTRICTING SHIFTS FROM 
WORKSHOPS TO PUBLIC 

HEARINGS by Jane Rands

Fullerton Police Officers respond-
ed to the 1300 block of E. Wilshire 
on September 10 at approximately 
9:19pm regarding a shooting that 
had just occurred. 

Upon arrival, officers located a 26-
year-old male victim inside a resi-
dence with gunshot wounds to his 
upper body, and 45-year-old female 
victim a with a gunshot wound to her 
leg. Officers immediately began life-
saving measures. The male victim 
was pronounced dead on the scene 
and the female victim was transport-
ed to a local trauma center where she 
is currently in stable condition. 

Fullerton Police Detectives were 

immediately called in to investigate 
and have contacted numerous wit-
nesses. 

The victim’s identity will be 
released by the Orange County 
Coroner at a time they deem appro-
priate. 

This investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information about 

this homicide is encouraged to con-
tact Fullerton Police Detective C. 
Hines at (714) 738-5334.  

Those wishing to provide informa-
tion anonymously can call the 
Orange County Crime Stoppers at 
1(855) TIP-OCCS or can visit their 
website: www.occrimestoppers.org.

Two shot in Fullerton, one killed

Chapman should not be split up. Susan 
Cheng from AHRI for Justice said there 
is an income divide at Chapman Avenue 
with a concentration of Latinos who 
should have a district in the southwest. 
She also asked for students to be kept 
together and to “not dilute the voices of 
people who live in the downtown area.” 
Mike Rodriguez said that low-income 
“Chicano and Latinx” people should be 
in a district together because of histori-
cal inequities. He said businesses had 
too much influence on how the current 
districts were drawn. He also asked to 
keep college students together to not 
dilute student voices.   

Third Workshop 
Community Input (2/10)   

Kayla Asato from OCEJ said people 
are affected by polluted water and the 
area around the railroad tracks has a 
“heavy air-pollution burden.” Patti Tutor 
reiterated comments heard at the second 
workshop, asking to keep colleges (pre-
sumably Fullerton College and CSUF) 
together because she said there is dense 
housing around both with common 
issues related to parking and security. 

Comments from a woman named 
Anna were captured by the Nentwig as 
saying she lives in a neighborhood with 
low-income apartments that is not 
secure where people need medical care, 
community assistance with dignity, and 
affordable housing. Nentwig also tran-
scribed Alma Chavez’s comments. She 
described her community south of 
Chapman as diverse yet connected with 
a need for better apartment management 
and maintenance. She asked to be in 
District 4 and to not divide the schools 
and the Richman Community Center. 
She also asked for more low-income 
housing. Letti Morales from OCCCO 
reiterated Alma’s comment about keep-
ing the communities around Woodcrest 

and Richman Elementary schools in the 
same district. She described the 
Richman School neighborhood as 
between Woods and Harbor and between 
Truslow or Valencia and Orangethorpe. 
She described the Woodcrest neighbor-
hood as between Orangethorpe and the 
91 Freeway between Woods and 
Highland.   

Community Input 
Continues   

Public input will continue to be 
accepted at the three upcoming public 
hearings and by email sent to district-
elections@cityoffullerton.com. Input 
should include a description of one’s 
neighborhood by naming streets, land-
marks, parks, schools, and natural and 
manmade boundaries, and it should 
identify the “shared issues or character-
istics” within their community. As well, 
their input may include an explanation 
of whether their community would 
“benefit from being included within a 
single district” for “effective and fair 
representation” or whether it would 
“benefit more from having multiple rep-
resentatives.” 

February 10 was the deadline for maps 
to be submitted for the RAC to consider 
and recommend to the City Council on 
February 23, but maps may still be sub-
mitted for consideration by the City 
Council. No cut-off date has been given 
for submitting maps to Council. The 
mapping tools are available on the City 
website on the Draw a Map tab 
www.cityoffullerton.com/government/de
partments/city-clerk/redistrict-fuller-
ton/draw-a-map. The maps submitted 
by the public and drafted by the demog-
rapher will be available for the public to 
review from the Draft Maps tab 
https://www.cityoffullerton.com/govern-
ment/departments/city-clerk/redistrict-
fullerton/draft-maps. 

Volunteers Needed for Point in 
Time Count of Unhoused by Jane Rands

The Orange County Continuum of Care 
has scheduled the 2022 Point In Time 
count of people experiencing homelessness 
at the end of February. People in shelters 
will be surveyed on February 21 and 
unsheltered people will be surveyed 
February 23 to 24. The unsheltered count is 
planned, coordinated, and managed by 
nonprofit City Net under contract with the 
County. 

The count of homeless people in 
Fullerton and other cities in what is called 
the Northern Service Planning Area (SPA) 
will be on Wednesday, February 23. The 
deployment site for the cities of Fullerton, 
Buena Park, Cypress, La Habra, La Palma, 
Los Alamitos, Stanton, and West Anaheim 
will be at the Fullerton Public Library. 

Trained teams of volunteers will be sent 
to predesignated locations to survey home-
less people using a smart phone application 
that will guide the volunteer through a 
series of questions based on the respon-
dents’ circumstances. Due to COVID, vol-
unteers are asked to create their own teams 
rather than being paired up with people 
they don’t know at the deployment center. 
To protect the people contacted in the field, 
volunteers are required to have current 
COVID vaccination records or proof of 
negative test results no more than 48 hours 
prior to the count. 

There are three roles for volunteers as a 
team captain, field surveyor, and at the 
deployment centers. Volunteers may select 
either a morning or an evening shift. The 
morning shifts range from as early as 
3:30am to 10am at the deployment centers 

New Registrar of Voters 
Selected for OC

Bob Page was selected as the new 
Registrar of Voters following a recruit-
ment to fill the high-level position. Page 
will begin his employment with the 
County on February 25, and transition 
into the Registrar of Voters position 
once the current Registrar of Voters, 
Neal Kelley, retires on March 10. 

Orange County is the fifth largest vot-
ing jurisdiction in the United States, 
serving more than 1.8 million registered 
voters. Currently serving as San 
Bernardino County’s Registrar of 
Voters, Page spent much of his career in 
senior management positions in that 
county.

and 4:30 to 9:30am for those conducting 
the surveys. The evening shift hours 
range from 5:30pm to midnight at the 
deployment centers and 6:30pm to 
11:30pm for those in the field. Those 
interested in volunteering or wanting 
more information may can visit 
https://www.everyonecountsoc.org.

When: February 24, 6pm-7:30pm 
Where: 1580 W. Commonwealth 

Ave. (Public Works Bldg) 
Questions: roger.cardenas@city-

offullerton.com 

Learn About Our  
Urban Forest

Photo by Timothy Crothers.

Bob Page 
PHOTO COURTESY OF  

SAN BERNADINO COUNTY
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1. Japanese writing using  
    Chinese characters 
6. Occupy, as a desk 
11. Ore-___ (frozen food brand) 
14. Bartender on TV's Pacific Princess 
15. Swiftly 
16. Right this minute 
17. Monitor a Movado? 
19. Actress De Armas of "Knives Out" 
20. ___ facto 
21. Try 
22. Many a trucker 
23. "___, humbug!" 
25. Against 
27. Spot a sign? 
32. Hockey great Bobby 
33. "Put Your Head on My  
      Shoulder" singer Paul 
34. ___ and Cher 
37. Half-moon tide 
39. Old Scratch 

42. Fit to ___ (exactly) 
43. Justice Sotomayor 
45. Indian tea 
47. Carson McCullers  
     "The Heart __ _ Lonely Hunter" 
48. Pummel a pattypan? 
52. Maine capital 
54. TV channel that is costly to watch 
55. About, on a memo 
56. U.S Rep. for West Los Angeles  
      and the Valley 
59. IRS form experts 
63. Rolled game piece 
64. Limit a LEGO? 
66. UFO crew 
67. Zellweger of "Jerry Maguire" 
68. TV executive Arledge 
69. ___ Moines, Iowa 
70. Tops 
71. Concur 

1. Fuzzy fruit 
2. "Chop, chop!" 
3. King Cole and Turner 
4. "Last Tango in Halifax" actor Derek 
5. "___ bin ein Berliner" 
6. "I ___ Deadhead sticker  
    on a Cadillac" (Don Henley lyric) 
7. Hoppy beers 
8. Heart on one's sleeve? 
9. Believe 
10. Common typo 
11. Convicted while not present 
12. Gift recipient 
13. Edgar or Tony 
18. 1896 and 2004 Olympics locale 
22. Drink served with marshmallows 
24. Obamacare, briefly 
26. Sleuths, for short 
27. Dijon denials 
28. Creme-filled cookie 
29. Misbehave 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 
“DOUBLE DOUBLE” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)

DOWN

ACROSS

30. Alias preceder 
31. Of course, in slang 
35. Loch ___ monster 
36. "Sure" 
38. Arouse, as interest 
40. "Now I get it!" 
41. New Hampshire's "Gate City" 
44. Vienna's land: Abbr. 
46. Mensa stats 
49. Potsdam Conference attendee 
50. Beauty parlors 
51. Clear, as a drain 
52. Lent a hand 
53. Bring together 
57. "Law & Order: SVU" actor 
58. Squeaks (out) 
60. Impoverished 
61. Clearasil target 
62. ___-Ball (arcade game) 
64. "Hang on a sec," in texts 
65. Lingerie item

The restaurant was required to obtain a 
building permit to install exterior light-
ing within 60 days of the issuance of the 
CUP. They did not apply for the building 
permit for two years and they installed 
lighting on their patio without a required 
building permit. 

Both lawyers reviewed the hundreds 
of police service calls with Lieutenant 
Craft. Many of the calls were deter-
mined to have happened in 
the vicinity and did not 
directly implicate the restau-
rant/night club. 

Police Chief Dunn was 
asked to explain the remedy 
hearing and reasons for 
denying the entertainment 
permit. Dunn said that due 
to input from other City 
departments, calls for police 
service, and criminal inves-
tigations related to JP23, the 
Chief of Police called a 
Remedy Meeting at the 
Fullerton Police Department on August 
27, 2021. The remedy required JP23 to 
remove the window tinting, eliminate 
the fishbowl (six-person drink) from the 
menu, and place a small poster (letter 
size) in the women’s bathroom telling 
women how to be safe with their drinks 
in public. Chief Dunn also decreased 
their entertainment hours to 10pm on 
weekdays and 11pm on the weekends. 
Poozhikala testified that a good portion 
of his business comes from patrons that 
come in after 10pm. 

“It is a chunk of my business, by 
almost 50 percent,” Poozhikala said. No 

evidence to support the claim of project-
ed loss was presented. 

City Council directed the Chief of 
Police to issue an Entertainment Permit 
to JP23 with hours of entertainment 
ceasing at 11pm on Sunday through 
Wednesday and at 12am on Thursday 
through Saturday. The JP23 
Entertainment Permit will be reviewed 
in nine months from issuance date. 

Under the current CUP terms 
and conditions, occupancy 
will be limited to a maxi-
mum of 299 people. 
According to the approved 
security plan, people lining 
up to get into the club will be 
limited and exterior lighting 
must come into compliance 
with the existing CUP prior 
to issuance of the entertain-
ment permit. 

At the Feb 1 City Council 
Meeting in Closed Session, 
City Council provided their 

decision on the appeal to the City 
Attorney. At the beginning of the 
Regular Session, the City Attorney 
reported that City Council voted 4 – 0 – 
1 (Absent: Dunlap) in Closed Session to 
support the recommendation of the 
Fullerton Police Chief to issue an 
Entertainment Permit with limited 
evening hours. 

To read more  go to: https://fuller-
ton.legistar1.com/fullerton/meet-
ings/2022/2/1991_A_City_Council_
- _ S u c c e s s o r _ A g e n c y _ -
_ H o u s i n g _ A u t h o r i t y _ 2 2 - 0 2 -
01_Agenda.pdf.

JP23 Entertainment  
Permit Approved continued from front page

JP23 Lawsuit against  
concerned citizen dismissed 

by Saskia Kennedy  
A lawsuit between Jacob Poozhikala, 

owner of JP23 Urban Kitchen restau-
rant/night club and Luis Huang, a pri-
vate citizen who sent a letter to Fullerton 
City Council Members has been adjudi-
cated and dismissed. 

Luis Huang sent a letter raising con-
cern of the public’s safety after reading 
the story of Samantha Velasquez who 
said she believed she had been drugged 
at JP23 Urban Kitchen restaurant/bar, 
and later raped and left in a parking 
structure on August 2, 2021. The letter 
was then given to Jacob Poozhikala, 
owner of JP23 by someone at City Hall. 
Poozhikala then filed a libel lawsuit on 
November 3 through his attorney, 
Jennifer Harris. 

Huang’s attorney, Jeffrey Lewis said, 
“People should have the right to reach 
out to their city council to raise a public 
safety concern without fear of retaliation 
by lawsuit. We are pleased that the 

Superior Court recognized this lawsuit 
for what it was - an improper attempt to 
silence a voice through expensive litiga-
tion. I hope that the plaintiffs here will 
focus their time and money on making 
their establishments as safe as they can 
rather than pursue further frivolous law-
suits.” 

Poozhikala has also filed lawsuits 
against Samantha Velasquez and Justine 
Flores. Both suits are libel suits in which 
Poozhikala alleges the women made 
false accusations that economically hurt 
his business and is therefore suing for 
1.3 million dollars in damages. A man-
agement hearing will be heard on Feb 
25, 2022. 

Further documentation about JP23 can 
be found through Public Request 
#R000850-121021 on the city of 
Fullerton website cityoffullerton.com. 
Stay tuned for more coverage.

 
  

The JP23 
Entertainment 
Permit will be 
reviewed nine 
months from 
issuance date. 

Dr. Debra Stout Named  
Leader of the Year by YWCA-OC 
The YWCA of Orange County will 

honor Dr. Debra Stout with their 2022 
Leader of the Year Award at their 30th 
annual Gala in February. This award is 
given annually to honor a woman who 
works passionately to make a difference 
in the lives of others.  

The 2022 YWCA-OC Humanitarian 
Award will be given to Sir Bruno Serato 
who has helped Southern California’s 
neediest families thanks to the nonprofit 
he founded in 2005 and named after his 
mother.  

Learn more at www.ywcaoc.org
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Photo Quiz Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

This 
issue: 

Walnut 
citrus 
labels 

are hard 
to find 
please 
tell us 

why. 

Fullerton 
Agriculture:  

Part 2
Thanks for the comments 

regarding the photo quiz and 
some details regarding our agri-
culture past and present. Good to 
know that Berumen Farm straw-
berries and produce can be found 
at the Wednesday Farmers Market 
as we mentioned, so if that is 
more convenient for you, head 
over. It’s in the back lot at the 
Community Center.

Observer Dave mentioned there is one other packing house left in Fullerton, and 
of course it is no longer serving that purpose, but above are some historic photos of 
the Elephant Packing House and other packing houses courtesy of the Fullerton 
Library History Room, as are the other historic photos on this page. 

 FUHS Auditorium update 
If you were anywhere near Chapman and Lemon last week, you had to notice the 

huge crane soaring up into the blue sky and wondered what has been taking place 
lately. The massive concrete and steel buttress is in place, so the main earthquake 
support is ready for any action that may be in the offing care of Mother Earth. You 
may also notice the work being done on the front of the building next to the two 
support columns. The same material that will cover the tower will be applied there, 
further strengthening the building. Still to be completed are the new bathrooms 
inside the addition on Lemon, which will also be a new ADI entrance and will 
include dressing rooms and a green room.  Extensive work on the interior continues 
and the hope is that everything will be completed so it can be ready for business in 
June. We all hope so, especially the students who look forward to once again putting 
it to good use. The integrity of this very important structure is being preserved. 

New in town 

Last issue: Thinking big, Bastanchury Ranch in Sunny Hills had the largest 
herd of sheep in the area and then they converted the ranch into the largest citrus 
grove in the world in the 1920s.  The photo posted here shows some of that 
ranch in the distance, and oil wells in Coyote Hills, but what about that sand-
stone cliff in the foreground?  As you can see from the recent photo, things look 
totally different, so apparently when the area was graded, the sandstone had to 
go. I could not get the exact angle, trees, etc. in the way. Research is still under-
way. 

BTW, the Gilman ranch is where Cal State Fullerton is now and was the first 
Valencia grove in 1875.  Many of the homes build in and around downtown in 
the 1940s and 50s came with an orange tree planted in the front and back yards. 
Do you have one? 

A fuse was lit on this one, and there are still some who believe the photo may 
not be exactly where we think it is. The street in question is said to be Helen 
Drive, some say it is Marion Boulevard. To get the right perspective, and the 
final answer, an updated aerial photo may be the way to solve this.  

The last large citrus grove was bull-
dozed at the Kimberly Clark location on 
Orangethorpe just over one year ago, 
and now, one of the behemoth tilt-up 
warehouses is going up quickly, and 
soon metal posts will be installed, fol-
lowed by the roof. All the trades work-
ing below will be happy when that hap-
pens, with summer heat upon us already. 

Framing is going up now in SoCo as 
two new restaurants are taking shape, 
hopefully injecting some new energy to 
the area. Fullerton welcomes Rios Do 
Brazil (Brazilian steakhouse) and Lagos 

Mexican Cuisine.  
Hit hard by COVID like everywhere, 

restaurants have cut hours in order to 
remain profitable but will be ready to go 
back full force when the time comes. 
SoCo hope springs eternal. 

Happy to see the Fullerton Motor 
Parts, ah, the Capri Shoes building at 
142 West Commonwealth is not sitting 
idly by any longer. Lace and Luck 
Women’s Boutique moved in a while 
back and we wanted to welcome them 
and promise great success.  

Above: Kimberly Clark location. Below: New buildings in SoCo

Historic photos of Fullerton Packing Houses
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling (714) 870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

February 8 Meeting 
The February 8 FJUHSD board meet-

ing only had four trustees attending as 
Trustee Joanne Fawley was not present. 

  
Principal Reports   

LV/LSHS Principal Sandi Layana 
spoke about the District’s Home 
Hospital Program based at LSHS. Six 
full time, credentialed teachers serve 
students throughout the District who 
experience long-term health issues that 
prevent them from attending in-person 
learning. These highly qualified teachers 
receive specialized training in basic 
first-aid assistance, trauma-informed 
teaching practices, and social emotional 
training. They visit and instruct students 
at home while they are experiencing 
long term health issues. The highly suc-
cessful program supports recovering 
students to maintain academic standing, 
which allows them to reenter in-person 
learning environments with their class-
mates when they are physically able. 

TRHS Principal Dr. Mynster 

announced that the TRHS Cyber 
Security team qualified for the in-person 
national competition again this year. 
Last year’s on-line rivalry had the TRHS 
team challenged by both high schools 
and college teams from across the 
nation. 

FUHS Principal Laura Rubio spoke 
about their school’s proactive Strategic 
Learning Plan team led by teachers 
Maggie Crail and Kristin Cruz. Led by 
and for teachers, their efforts support 
best teaching practices for both in-per-
son and distance-learning environments.  
The team works to build a trusting and 
creative learning environment on cam-
pus by providing teacher-requested pro-
fessional development, new teacher 
mentoring programs, and continuing 
peer instructional review. 

  
Superintendent Remarks   

Superintendent Dr. Steve McLaughlin 
cautiously predicted greater freedom 
from masking outdoors and distancing, 

reflecting State-level guideline changes 
starting February 15. As State mandates 
wane due to the lower State positive 
testing numbers, school districts may 
follow the lowered restrictions or main-
tain a higher level of restrictions, how-
ever, no district may ignore any standing 
State restrictions before the State ceases 
the requirements. Dr. McLaughlin 
repeated that we must still be prepared 
to be flexible during this COVID time 
and nothing is set in stone, but for now 
the future looks hopeful to embrace less 
binding COVID restrictions. Frequent 
handwashing and other measures will 
stay in place. 

Dr. McLaughlin stated that SHHS will 
take the next step to find a new principal 
since former principal Alan Whitten is 
now Director of Student Services. 
Assistant Superintendent of Human 
Resources Dr. Ed Atkinson and the 
Superintendent will be conducting par-
ent, student, and teacher focus groups 
next week to determine special charac-
teristics best suited for the SHHS cul-
ture.  Any SHHS parent or student wish-
ing to share their input can call the 
District office at 714-870-2800 and 
leave their comments. 

  
Mid-year LCAP Report   

Director of Education Steve Zamora 
presented a one-time State-required 
midyear update on the current Local 
Control Accountability Plan (LCAP). 
Trustee Buchi asked the District to pro-

vide an easily understandable executive 
summary for parents to access on the 
website. This request was supported by 
Trustees Jeng and Calhoun who both 
said they wanted a document that 
expressed how each school site was 
spending the federal and state dollars to 
support students overcoming learning 
challenges and mental health issues. 

The midyear LCAP included last 
year’s higher CAASPP (California 
Assessment of Student Performance and 
Progress) scores that allowed the 
District to already surpass their math 
achievement goal, and the District’s 
lower overall attendance rate that went 
from 91% last year to 88% this year. The 
trustees did not ask if the District was 
planning to set new goals for the State 
testing scores or what factors played a 
role in the lower attendance rates. 
Considering the money and staff efforts 
expended on attendance last year, it 
would be helpful to know if the lower 
attendance was affecting all student pop-
ulations, if the teams are still following 
up with home visits and calls, if it was 
because of precautionary sick days, or 
some other factor. 

Trustees approved the consent calen-
dar that included a 4.5%, or $17,275 
one-time bonus for Dr. McLaughlin for 
successfully transitioning into his posi-
tion as Superintendent. 

The next regularly scheduled 
FJUHSD Board meeting is on March 8 
at 6pm.

Feb 8 FSD Board Meeting
Recognitions: Dr. Robert Plekta 

received an award from the Los Angeles 
Korean Education Center in honor of the 
District’s partnership with the Center. 
President Shin not only presented an 
award to Dr. Plekta, but he gave special 
cookies to all the attendees in honor of 
Dr. Pletka's recognition. He praised the 
school district for providing Korean lan-
guage classes at Parks Junior High 
School and said they were delighted to 
work with the District. 

Brett Ackerman, Executive Director 
of the Fullerton Boys & Girls Club, was 
recognized for the club's afterschool 
program for students and for their recent 
donation of bicycle helmets for FSD stu-
dents riding their bikes. 

Educators of the Year Award 

Nominees: Melaine Riesch-Herdina, 
Pacific Drive School; Jessica Goltra, 
Orangethorpe School; and Veronica 
Krause, Maple School. Veronica Krause 
was nominated as the Region 11 
Elementary School Teacher of the Year, 
recognizing her devotion and dedica-
tion. She was also named the California 
League of Schools Teacher of the Year. 

Public Comments: Several parents 
came forward to complain about their 
children being required to wear masks at 
school. One parent said that her son had 
developed sores around his mouth from 
wearing the mask. A grandfather of a 
student said his grandchild is acting out 
and hates wearing a mask. Staff 
explained that the mask requirement is 
required by the State and there were 

alternatives available if they did not 
want their child attending school in per-
son. Amy Freize, FSD parent and former 
teacher, said it should be parents’ 
choice. She also expressed her opposi-
tion to the current proposed bill that 
would allow certain aged children (12 
years and older) to obtain a vaccination 
without parent approval. She asked the 
District to please oppose these bills.  

CSEA Report: The District has been 
able to provide COVID tests for families 
and staff. 

FETA (Teacher's Association): 
Teachers are tired. Independent Study 
teachers are working very hard to pro-
vide for their students. Some schools 
were able to get to Outdoor Science 
Camps. Every child and adult were 
screened and tested before they left for 
camp. There were no problems. Staff 
and children had a wonderful time. 

Fullerton Foundation Golf 
Tournament: LeVar Burton—yes, the 
actor—contacted the District and said he 
would like to sponsor part of the 
Fullerton Foundation Golf Tournament. 
Plus, he would like to come to schools to 
read to students. 

All the Arts For All the Kids 
Report: This outstanding program 
unique to Fullerton schools started in 
1992. It was developed as a program to 
introduce Fullerton students to the won-

ders of the Visual Arts, Dance, Music, 
and Theater by professional artisans. 
This program is financed through dona-
tions and grants. The professionals who 
provide the lessons donate their time. 
Each student receives 24 lessons 
throughout the year. These lessons are 
often tied to the curriculum they are 
learning. Current Foundation Board 
members are: President Wendy Lloyd 
Davies; Vice President Lauren Moses 
Oldfield; Secretary Sherrie Williams; 
Executive Director Kellee Wightman. 

Also approved: A new chain link 
fence and gates for Nicolas Junior High 
School. Additional repairs and replace-
ment of handrails per ADA code 
requirements at Sunset Lane School. 
Renewed contract with North Orange 
County Regional Occupation Program 
(NOCROP) to provide exploratory 
after-school classes in March and April 
2022. Approve to adopt McGraw-Hill, 
new 7th & 8th grade History/Social 
Studies textbooks and online curriculum 
with an 8-year license. This program 
provides for  those students who have 
different learning needs with multiple 
and diverse perspectives that have aca-
demic rigor, which is rich in content, 
breadth, and depth. It promotes citizen-
ship and provides teachers with three 
different pathways for each unit.

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman  

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on  
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton.  
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

Special Conference open to all FSD Parents: 
CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN FAMILY CONFERENCE 

EMPOWERING FAMILIES WITH KNOWLEDGE

This conference will be held Saturday, March 12 at Ladera Vista Junior High of 
the Arts from 8am-12pm. The focus of the conference is: "Empowering Families 
with Knowledge.” Workshop Topics include: STEM, Gifted and Talented 
Education, Social-Emotional Learning, Gang Prevention, Vaping, Technology,  
Family Activities and much more. There will be a Continental Breakfast, lunch, 
vendor fair as well as supervision for children 5 years and older. While registration 
is open throughout the day of the conference, transportation will be available on a 
limited basis for attendees registered by Feb. 25.  

To learn more visit www.fullertonsd.org/apps/pages/ChampionsForChildren.



BOOK REVIEW by Katie, 10th grade

TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 10th grade
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From classrooms to the Internet, the 
new viral word game Wordle has offi-
cially taken the world by storm. Once a 
day, players are given six chances to 
accurately guess a five-letter word. 
Based on this rather simple algorithm 
created by software engineer Josh 
Wardle, users can hone their vocabulary 
skills thanks to this advertisement- and 
cost-free game. 

Considering its rapid growth in popu-
larity from 300,000 daily players in 
December to over 10 million in January, 

The New York 
Times officially 
revealed its own-
ership over the 
game, which was said to be sold for a 
low-seven figure price. Despite no app, 
the public has shown a growing interest 
in these word puzzles, and some are 
even taking the initiative to crack the 
code behind solving these challenging 
five-letter words. 

https://time.com/6143715/wordle-
sale-josh-wardle-interview/ 

WHAT’S TRENDING? by Irene, 10th grade 

Cracking the Code

This adorable 1-year-old cavy 
guinea pig is ready to discover a 
permanent home! As soon as he 
adjusts to the changes in his life, 
Marvel will snuggle into your life 
(and lap). Marvel revels in play-
ing hide-and-go-seek in his gold-
en, crunchy hay and gloriously 
napping like a Snorlax (An 
extremely drowsy Pokemon).  

He will squeak his patient, little, 
cute, adorable squeak to remind you to 
feed him. His dramatically expressive 
bead-eyes will definitely wheedle you 
into treating him to a delicious snack. 
Not just one treat... ALL the appetiz-
ers a guinea pig could ever want!  

Now is the 
perfect time to 
adopt a mar-
velous marvel of 
cavies like 
Marvel, thanks 
to the OC 

Animal Care’s Happy New Year adop-
tion promotion. All adoption fees have 
been waived for rabbits, guinea pigs, 
and hamsters.  

Call  714-935-6848 or visit 
www.ocpetinfo.com  

FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

Meet Marvel

Endangered Animal 
Q: Where is the Anaimalai Flying Frog located? 
A: The Western Ghats of India. The Anaimalai 

Frog is also called the false Malabar gliding frog and 
the false Malabar tree frog. They are generally bright 
green with yellow sides and grow up to around 4 
inches. They survive on insects. Though they are 
critically endangered, they are not yet extinct because Naturalist Hadlee 
Renjith’s project to conserve these amphibians began an organic movement just 
last year. His speeches and photos have touched hearts, and have saved many 
slimy froggies. Let Renjith’s eager enthusiasm move you and touch your heart 
today!

DID YOU KNOW? by Mateo, 8th grade

ANIMAL ID: 
A1748818

I survived the Omicron surge last 
month despite getting notified by my 
school on a weekly basis that I had been 
exposed to someone with COVID.  I’m 
fully vaccinated, and the rate of new 
infections has dropped significantly, so I 
wonder if I should still get boosted? 
Curious what my fellow high school stu-
dents have decided on, I conducted a 
survey and below are the results. 

As of January 22, at the height of the 
Omicron surge, 43 out of 80 respondents 
(54%) had gotten the booster two weeks 
after it was authorized by the Food & 
Drug Administration on January 3.  This 
shows how much these Fullerton teens 
value protecting themselves from the 
virus. I wouldn’t be surprised consider-
ing that even in my school, as many as 
18 teachers and close to 500 students per 
day missed school in the early part of 
January. (Our school attendance got 
back to normal towards the end of 
January.)  I value my health, too, but I 
didn’t feel I was ready for my booster 
considering I had had an adverse reac-
tion with the initial vaccines (headache, 
fever, nausea) that almost sent me to the 

hospital, and some 
news about the vaccine claiming it was 
not proven to be effective against the 
Omicron variant.  As an alternative, I 
started using a certified KN94 specifi-
cally designed for kids my age, so it fits 
perfectly compared to the adult size.  
This is based on what I had learned that 
the Omicron variant loses its ability to 
infect within 5 seconds to 20 minutes 
upon release into the air.  Because the 
virus quickly dries out, my mask would 
be my primary protection along with 
social distancing (almost impossible 
though inside the classrooms) and sani-
tizing my hands. 

Last week (Feb 7), I followed up with 
the other half of the respondents who 
have not gotten the booster.  Only 7 out 
of the 37 respondents have been boost-
ed.  Being able to survive the surge last 
month that is now falling rapidly is a 
possible reason for the significant num-
ber of 30 students to not get boosted.  
However, it is worth knowing that 
despite the drop in new infections, 
Orange County is still averaging about 
300 cases per day as of last week 

(www.occovid19.ochealthinfo.com). So, 
the virus is still around and still capable 
of infecting anyone.  Meanwhile, as 
time passes, the vaccine protection 
wanes and in a recent study, it was found 
that the booster shot prevents hospital-
ization and death up to 90% of the time 
and prevents infection at least 50% of 
the time.  Looking back at last month’s 
surge, the chart above shows the rate of 
infection among unvaccinated, fully 
vaccinated, and boosted.  It clearly illus-
trates how the unvaccinated were the 
most vulnerable to the virus (7.5 times 
more likely to get COVID than those 
who have been boosted).  

Based on these new findings and the 

fact that the average case counts remain 
significant despite the drop in surge, I 
plan to get my booster this month fully 
aware of the brief side effects I may 
experience. I feel that it will increase my 
protection, especially since the mask 
mandate expires this week (vaccinated 
people are not required to wear masks 
indoors), and our school is bringing 
back our school events effective this 
month, like the much-awaited 
International Food Festival, cultural 
dance showcase, and spring assembly.  

 
If you wish to get your vaccine, you 

can get it from your nearest pharmacy or 
visit www.myturn.ca.gov. 

If you’re looking for an Asian-inspired 
fantasy with a variety of characters and 
phenomenal sibling dynamics, a magic 
system centered around jade that 
enhances one’s abilities, and a precari-
ous balance of politics, action, and clan 
rivalry, Jade City is the book for you. 

It’s not at all fast-paced, but the slow 
build in tension and suspense kept me 
on my toes. Fonda Lee has crafted such 
an intricate work of fiction, and I am in 
awe of how quickly it got me invested in 
the four Kaul siblings and their story of 
seeking vengeance, holding power, and 
most importantly, helping each other; 

they are family, after all. 
Jade City has you grieving for charac-

ters you never really knew, allows you 
to live vicariously through these power-
hungry characters, and toys with your 
emotions. It wraps up enough to satisfy 
but clearly sets the stage for so much 
more. The least I can say is, my mind 
never felt so alive. After reading this, I 
went on to finish the next two books 
within a month (even though they are 
both over five hundred pages because, 
yes, they were that good), which is 
something I don’t recommend but high-
ly encourage.

I survived the Surge and New 
COVID Cases are Dropping 

Rapidly, Should I Get Boosted?

Jade City  
by Fonda Lee, Fantasy, 560 pages  
Award Winner 4.5/5 stars

Wonder Why Black History Month 
is Celebrated in February?

There is actually a very interesting 
reason why Black History Month is cel-
ebrated in February.  

It started with a man named Carter G. 
Woodson in the 1920s. He was one of 
the leaders of African American studies 
during the early 20th century, a time 
when African American culture and his-
tory was widely disregarded by schools 
and historians. Although slavery had 
been abolished many decades before, 
Black people were still not receiving the 
recognition they deserved. With this in 
mind, Woodson launched a Negro 
History Week in February 1926 to cele-
brate the history of African Americans 
and to give them the love and respect 
they had longed for. During this week, 
people were educated on the history and 
culture of Black Americans. Woodson’s 
event became a huge success, and it 
grew into a full month’s worth of cele-
brations during the American civil rights 
movement of the 1960s. This is not the 

only reason Black 
History Month is held in February, how-
ever. This month is actually the birth 
month of two important advocates for 
the rights of Black people in America. 
The first is our 16th President, Abraham 
Lincoln. He played a pivotal role in issu-
ing the Emancipation Proclamation, a 
document that ensured the freedom of 
all slaves. The second person is 
Frederick Douglass, a famed African 
American abolitionist. A former slave 
himself, Douglass wrote many autobi-
ographies to convey his feelings towards 
slavery and the Civil War. So, because 
of these three men, students and adults 
alike learn and appreciate the history of 
Black Americans during Black History 
Month. This is also a good opportunity 
to celebrate not just the big names in 
Black history but also our very own 
African American friends.   

  
Sources: npr.org, archives.gov
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Everyday except Tues, 9am-4pm: 
Fullerton Arboretum $5 The 
Arboretum is a fun, free place for all to 
learn about wildlife conservation & 
research. 26 acres of naturescapes. 
1900 Associated Rd • (657) 278-3407. 
 

THIRD SAT OF EVERY MONTH  
• 9am Friends of Coyote Hills 

Adopt-a-Park Park and meet  in the 
lower parking lot of Sunny Hills Church 
of Christ,  2255 N Euclid Street, 
Fullerton. Bring water, gloves, and 
“trash grabbers" if you have them.   
Wear sunscreen and comfortable shoes.  
Bring family & friends to keep Coyote 
Hills beautiful.  www.coyotehills.org

Outdoor Fun
THROUGH– Feb 20, 2022 

• 12pm-5pm: Guillermo Galindo 
Native/Non Native Supernatural, the lat-
est evolution of ethno-futurist works by 
post-Mexican composer/ visual 
artist/performer Guillermo Galindo.  
Shown at the Virginia Steele Scott 
Galleries of American Art.  

Santa Ana Exhibitions Gallery  
1666 N. Main Street, Santa Ana  

swys.projects@gmail.com 
 

THROUGH– Feb 25 
• 12pm-5pm Wed - Sun: Nature vs 
Nurture This charged and evolving dia-
log between the assembled exhibiting 
artists gives us new perspectives on the 
world around us, hopefully guiding vis-
itors to look more closely at their rela-
tionship with our planet. 

Brea Gallery 1 Civic Center Circle, 
Brea, CA 92821 (714) 990-7731 

breagallery@cityofbrea.net 
 

Farmers Market
•  Every Wednesday 8:30am-12:30pm: 
Fullerton’s Certified Farmers 
Market. Shop for fresh fruit, vegeta-
bles, & more. Fullerton Community 
Center - 340 W. Commonwealth Ave. 

Art Shows

Live Music
TUES FEBRUARY 15 

• 8pm Mirror Visions Ensemble • with 
the Advanced Vocal Workshop 
Students $5 CSUF Recital Hall For 
tickets Clayes Performing Arts Center 
Box Office (657) 278-3371 
 

THURS FEBRUARY 17 
• 7:30pm Daniel Adam Maltz $30 
Enjoy Haydn and Mozart’s piano works 
performed as they intended them to be 
heard — in a private home on a period 
instrument. Muckenthaler Cultural 
Center (714) 738-6595 
info@themuck.org 1201 W. Malvern 
Ave, Fullerton 
 

SAT FEBRUARY 19 
• 7pm: The Ron Kobayashi Trio. The 
best jazz group in Orange County will 
be at Les Amis, 128 W Wilshire Ave.

 AT THE FULLERTON MUSEUM CENTER 
301 N Pomona Ave, Fullerton (714) 738-6545 
Hours:Thurs 12-8pm & Fri to Sun 12-4pm 

Feb 14 - March 28 
• 12pm - 8pm Thurs & 12pm - 4pm Fri, Sat, Sun: José Guadalupe Posada: 
The Iconic Printmaker and his Legacy in Popular Culture $10 This capti-
vating exhibit will feature a wide representation of Posada’s work, including 
his famous Day of the Dead calaveras and the Artist’s original printings plates. 

Fullerton Museum Center 301 N Pomona Ave Fullerton (714) 738-6545 
info@fullertonmuseum.com

At Brea Improv

LAUGHENTINE'S DAY WITH 
DERAY DAVIS  $30  

MON FEB 14 @ 8pm  
 

AHMED AHMED $20 
WED FEB 16 @ 8pm 
 

BOB THE DRAG QUEEN $30 
THURS FEB 17 @ 8pm 
 
CHRIS D’ELIA & FRIENDS $35 
FRI FEB 18  @ 7:30pm & 9:45pm 
SAT FEB 19 @ 7pm & 9:30pm 
SUN FEB 20 @ 7pm & 9:30pm 
 

VINNY FASLINE $20 
WED FEB 23 @ 8pm 
 

BRENT PELLA $22 
THURS FEB 24 @ 7:30pm 
 

CRAIG ROBINSON $35 
FRI FEB 25  @ 7:30pm & 9:45pm 
SAT FEB 26 @ 7pm & 9:30pm 
SUN FEB 27 @ 7pm & 9:30pm 

180 S Brea Blvd, Brea, Ca 
https://improv.com/brea/

Audiobooks

All you need to listen is a computer and 
a library card. Go to: 
https://fullerton.overdrive.com to 
choose a book to listen to. 

Choose from an abundant selection of 
audiobooks for FREE at: 

•  Librivox https://librivox.org 
•  Project Gutenberg 

https://www.gutenberg.org/browse/cat-
egories/1

Local Podcasts
A Slice of Orange with Jodi Balma 

https://rss.com/podcasts/sliceoforange/ 
 

Voice of OC 
https://voiceofoc.org/podcast/
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TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

Theatre Performances
NEXT TO NORMAL $25  

PULITZER PRIZE WINNING MUSICAL  
• Thur, Feb 17 & 24 @ 7:30pm 
• Fri, Feb 18 & 25 @ 8pm 
• Sat, Feb 19 & 26 @ 3pm & 8pm 
• Sun, Feb 20 & 27 @ 3pm 
Chance Theatre 5522 E La Palma Ave, 

Anaheim (714) 777-3033 
https://chancetheater.com 

 
CHARLOTTE’S WEB $10 

•Fri, Feb 18 & 25 @ 7pm 
• Sat, Feb 19 & 26 @ 12, 2, 5, & 7pm 
• Sun, Feb 20 & 27 @  2, 5, & 7pm 

 The Phantom Projects Theatre at  
La Habra Depot 311 S Euclid St, La 

Habra (714) 690-2900  
https://thephantomprojectstheatre.com 

 
WHAT I LEARNED IN PARIS 

• Sat, Feb 19 at 2:30 pm only 
• Sun, Feb. 20 at 2 pm 
• Fri, Feb. 25 at 8 pm 

South Coast Repertory 655 Town 
Center Dr, Costa Mesa, Segerstrom 

Stage  (714) 708-5555 
https://www.scr.org/about/contact-scr 

 
WONDERLAND MAGIC $20 

• Feb 19, 20, & 21 at 11:30 am  
Electric Company Theatre at the 

Muckenthaler 1201 W. Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton (714) 738-6595  

 electriccompanytheatre.org 
 

YOU'VE GOT A FRIEND $50 
CELEBRATING THE MUSIC OF 

CAROLE KING AND JAMES TAYLOR 
• Thurs, Feb 24 @ 7:30pm 
• Fri, Feb 25 @ 7:30pm 
• Sat, Feb 26 @ 2 and 7:30pm 
• Sun, Feb 27 @ 1pm 
Laguna Playhouse 606 Laguna Canyon 

Rd, Laguna Beach 
(949) 497-2787 ext 1 

info@lagunaplayhouse.com 
 

CLUE $30 
•Fri, March 11, 18 & 25 @ 8pm 
• Sat, March 12, 19 & 26 @ 8pm 
• Sun, March 13, 20 & 27 @  6pm 
 Maverick Theatre 110 E Walnut Ave,  

Unit B, Fullerton (714) 526-7070 
https://mavericktheater.com

PARALLEL MOTHERS: Two Hits 

Famous for his complex narrative 
style, Spanish filmmaker Pedro 
Almodovar writes scripts and directs 
films that in lesser hands might be seen 
as melodramatic. But his ability to inter-
weave the lives of his characters in 
unexpected ways and to mine their pro-
bity even in the most unusual circum-
stances elevates his films to cinematic 
art.  Working with him in this complex 
and demanding film is his star, Penelope 
Cruz. Each artist credits the other for the 
success of the eight films they have 
completed together. In an interview, 
Cruz reported that playing Janis in 
“Parallel Mothers” was her most 
demanding role yet in the twenty-plus 
years she has worked with Almodovar. 

In “Parallel Mothers,”  Almodovar, 
now in his early 70s, tackles for the first 
time the scarred legacy of the Spanish 
Civil War and the many lives of non-
combatants needlessly lost in 1936 to 
38, tragedies  never recognized by the 
victorious Franco regime. “Parallel 
Mothers” opens in present-day Madrid  
as Janis (Cruz), a professional photogra-
pher, meets, in the course of her work, a 
forensic anthropologist, Arturo (Israel 
Elejalde), who studies the scattered 
remains of  victims from that war, many 
of whom were buried in unmarked mass 
graves. Janis has heard from family 
members that her great-grandfather was 
taken from his home by Franco’s sol-
diers and never seen again. She asks 
Arturo if his Bureau could look into 
unearthing a mass grave near her home-
town, where her aunt feels he must be 
buried. 

Janis and Arturo become lovers and 
the focus of the film stays in the present 
until the last 10 or 15 minutes of the 
movie.  Janis, in her late thirties, is not 
too unhappy when she finds herself 
pregnant, but Arturo is already married, 
so she decides to have the baby and raise 
it on her own. Her finances are secure 
enough that she can hire help within the 
home to assist with the care of the infant. 

While in labor at the hospital, Janis 
shares a room with a teenager Ana 

(Milena Smit) also giving birth. Even 
with the age difference, the two become 
friends and plan to meet often as their 
babies grow. Both deliver baby girls. 
Janis’s is named Cecilia and Ana’s baby 
is Anita. Neither Janis or Ana has a 
mother present in her own life. Janis 
shares that she was raised by her grand-
mother because her mother was a hippie, 
naming her after Janis Joplin. We do 
meet Ana’s mother, Teresa (Aitana 
Sanchez-Gijon), who is an actress and 
has just been cast in an important role in 
a play with a touring company. 

The two new mothers forget to stay in 
touch, but six months later they run into 
each other and resume their friendship. 
Eventually, Ana moves in with Janis and 
learns to cook and care for a home. 
Because she was the victim of a rape, 
Ana makes no effort to contact the father 
of her baby, but she does visit her own 
father, who has remarried and takes little 
interest in Ana or her baby.  Ana and 
Janis share many scenes together, but 
the youthful Smit is never overshad-
owed by the more experienced Cruz. 
She holds her own at all times. 

Almodovar is too good a story teller to 
allow his films to become bland even for 
a moment. Just as we expect one set of 
events to occur, quite another scenario 
ensues. “Parallel Mothers” takes twists 
and turns we don’t expect, but the mas-
ter storyteller loses none of the threads 
that stitch his movie together. 
Almodovar’s themes of birth, life, and 
death keep us engrossed through the 
final scene of this movie. 

Penelope Cruz won the best actress 
award at the Venice Film Festival and 
she has been nominated for that award 
by the Los Angeles Film Critics.  An 
Oscar nomination may be in store for 
her as well. The readers of this column 
may recall that the last film reviewed, 
“Being the Ricardos,” starred Javier 
Bardem, who received accolades for his 
role as Desi Arnaz in that film. It’s been 
a banner year for Cruz and Bardem, who 
are married in real life and are the par-
ents of two children.
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Studio for Southern CA History  
is ‘Shouting From the Margins’  

at CSUF Library
Inspired by the experiences of Harlen 

Lambert and Daniel Michael Lynem, Jr., 
two men who represented opposite ends 
of the political spectrum, “Shouting 
from the Margins: Black Orange 
County, 1960-1979” opened last month 
at the Salz-Pollak Atrium Gallery in the 
Pollak Library at Cal State Fullerton. 
Running until March 27, the exhibit, 
made by the Studio for Southern 
California History, profiles over a dozen 
local leaders from the African American 
community who have made profound 
contributions to Orange County history, 
often facing obstacles and barriers in the 
process. 

“We wanted to look at how people sur-
vive adversity so we could honor them 
and learn from them,” said Sharon 
Sekhon, co-creator of “Shouting from 
the Margins.”  Sekhon is Director of the 
nonprofit Studio for Southern California 
History and former CSUF professor of 
American Studies and Ethnic Studies. 
“We looked at the different ways these 
individuals used traditional avenues to 
power, like being elected to public 
office, and less traditional means, like 
creating a ‘Black is beautiful’ self-help 
group for young girls, which Adleane 
Hunter did with Essence 7.” 

Sekhon drew inspiration from histori-
an CLR James and his colleagues who 
were part of the Black power movement. 
They studied how Black men, women, 
and children created agency for them-
selves and their communities because 
these groups were denied access to 
opportunity in mainstream American 
society in the postwar period, according 
to Sekhon. 

This exhibit emerged 
from Sekhon’s friendship 
with Harlen Lambert and 
Daniel Michael Lynem, Jr. 
According to Sekhon, both 
men were leaders in differ-
ent political spheres of 
Orange County and have 
provided profound service 
to their communities. 
Harlen Lambert was the 
first Black officer hired in 
Santa Ana in late 1966, 
and Daniel Michael 
Lynem, Jr. was the former 
head of the Santa Ana 
chapter of the Black 
Panther Party for Self 
Defense and is now a pas-
tor and mentor to young 
men in his church. Harlen 
and Daniel were natural 
enemies in the 1960s, but 
in 2019, they became 
friends. Sekhon followed 
how both of their histories 
were being gathered and 
didn’t like the lack of 
attention they were get-
ting. 

“I wanted to be sure both men under-
stood how important their work was to 
contemporary generations. I thought 
about this political continuum of the 
1960s that they shared and all the other 
people in between their two points on it. 
Then I thought about all the other people 
who had different points of view. If 
these two amazing leaders weren’t 
receiving their just dues in my opinion, 
what about all these other people?” 
Sekhon said. 

Harlen and Daniel were always avail-
able to share their experience with 

Sekhon and the public; they came to 
many of her Honors courses and were 
very candid with the students about the 
hardships they dealt with. “Both men 
were instant friends and treated me like 
I had value. They taught me history 
every time I spent time with them. Most 
importantly, the arc of their relationship 
taught me about the true nature of for-
giveness…Their hearts and minds were 
open to understanding and compassion. 
This model of reconciliation is one we 
must try to emulate to heal our divided 
nation,” Sekhon said. 

Building from these two men, 
“Shouting From the Margins” includes 
more than a dozen interviews and pro-
files of other equally amazing individu-
als who contributed to Orange County’s 
history. Highlighted in the exhibit are 
Wyatt Frieson, Daniel Michael Lynem, 
Adleane Hunter, Brigman Owens, 
Walter Morris, Mustafa Khan, Janine 
Farquhar, Earl Pedford, Jerry Hunter, 
Jules Farquhar, Aidsand Wright-
Riggins, Zoe Pedford, Jim DeBose, 
Kathy Ayeh, Jim Hatchett, Charlene 
Riggins, Harlen Lambert, and Maurice 
Howard. The exhibit includes a well-
researched timeline of Orange County 
history with a focus on 1960 to 1979, 
and CSUF. Sekhon and her co-creators’ 
research process was influenced by the 
French Annales School, which employs 
an immersive approach to studying a 
subject from as many angles as possible. 
They gathered information and did 
research related to Sekhon’s topic using 
every database they had access to. 

“As our research showed, Orange 
County did not even track 
people of color in govern-
ment until the 1960s, so 
we had to get at this histo-
ry using different tools,” 
said Ariella Horwitz, a co-
creator of “Shouting from 
the Margins,” and Lecturer 
in American Studies at 
CSUF. “For this project, 
we would ask for referrals 
from our interviewees and 
we began to do newspaper 
sweeps of the time period. 
We looked at extant pub-
lished sources on this topic 
and we found amazing 
material on CSUF’s school 
newspaper, The Daily 
Titan. As we did our 
research, we highlighted 
materials that needed to be 
included in the exhibit.” 

Historians study change 
over time and place; as a 
result, the co-creators of 
this exhibit put all their 
data into tables that could 
be searched and sorted 
chronologically. This 

helped show change over time, and it 
also helped track changes in language 
and policy. Whenever they found anec-
dotes from an interview or stories in the 
newspapers that were outrageous or 
unbelievable, they made a note that it 
should be included in the final exhibit. 
Sharon Sekhon had her collaborators 
make their top lists and used them when 
putting together the exhibition. “There 
are so many items we did not include in 
the exhibit; it was a real challenge to edit 
them down,” Horwitz said. “While our 
exhibit could not discuss how World 
War II or Mendez vs. Westminster (1947) 

directly affected Orange County 
because of physical space, we wanted to 
be sure researchers interested in learning 
more could find lines of inquiry in our 
original searches.” 

Joe Zavala, another co-creator of 
“Shouting From the Margins,” who just 
graduated in 2020 with his Bachelor of 
History from CSUF, helped Sekhon with 
her interviews. He said, “These were 
people in such a close-knit community 
at the time, not just Orange County, but 
CSUF as a whole, as well…I’ve lived in 
Orange County my entire life and had 
no idea of these stories surrounding it.” 
He said that all his research team’s work 
was source driven. For the exhibit, they 
used imagery from the time period when 
possible. 

Sekhon said she and her co-creators 
chose to include oranges and an orange 
grove on their exhibit timeline as visual 
metaphors, representing not just the 
name of the county but also the loss of 
Bracero labor in 1963. This was a pre-
cursor to many of the issues facing 
Black and Brown Americans in Orange 
County. Sekhon said, “There was no 
longer a cheap labor pool for employers 
to pull from. After 1963, OC’s agrarian 
footprint was diminished substantially 
and the issues with labor are intertwined 
with issues of discrimination. This hap-
pens all over Southern California and 
while many consider the post-war econ-
omy part of the 1950s prosperity, there 
is no doubt that a huge portion of that 
wealth comes from cheap Bracero 
labor.” 

Even though this was a difficult exhib-
it to put together during COVID-19, it 
was also incredibly rewarding for the 
researchers. “I learned that complacency 
is a problem in history and there are 

assumptions that this history has already 
been documented and relayed. It has 
not. I learned that some commonsense 
questions about where we live are diffi-
cult to answer because we aren’t trained 
to ask those questions,” Sekhon said. “I 
saw the signs of history but did not have 
the tools to figure out the answers to my 
questions, much less verbalize my 
inquiries. Asking commonsense ques-
tions about where we live is how we 
express a critical love of place.” 

“Shouting from the Margins: Black 
Orange County, 1960 – 1979” is co-
authored by Sharon Sekhon, Ariella 
Horwitz, Joe Zavala, Victoria Koos, 
Edith Verduzco, Tiffany Bowman, and 
Brenda Valencia. The co-authors extend 
a special thank you to Trish Campbell 
for her help. This exhibit is based off 
research that is archived at 
https://www.lahistoryarchive.org/resour
ces/SHOUTING/index.html. The Studio 
for Southern California History, which 
curated the exhibit, is a nonprofit dedi-
cated to critically chronicling and shar-
ing the region’s social history to foster a 
sense of place. “The exhibit represents a 
fraction of the information we have 
gathered,” Joe Zavala said. “There are 
so many facts, events, and people that 
are still yet to be discovered and dis-
cussed. We really encourage people to 
go check out our website and go look at 
the other stories that are related to this 
topic as well.” 

On Friday, February 25, Wyatt Frieson 
will be honored with the CSUF Honors 
Program’s Distinguished Leadership 
Award, with a light reception following 
the ceremony in the Honors Program 
Center. The event will take place at 5pm 
in the Salz-Pollak Atrium of the CSUF 
Library.

FEATUREVIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2022

"Children of Humility" (2012) by Maurice Howard
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What Do I Say to Someone Who Has Suffered a Loss? by Jo Ann C. Brannock, Ph.D.
When someone has lost a loved one, 

people are many times at a loss for 
words to express their condolences.  
They do not know what to say for fear of 
saying the wrong thing, so they say 
nothing at all or simply ignore the per-
son.  Ignoring the person is one of the 
worst things you can do as it makes the 
person feel isolated. 

First, here are some things to AVOID 
saying: 

1) They are in a better place now.   
2) It must be such a relief having  
to no longer be a caregiver.   
3) I know how you feel. 
4) Be strong and do not cry. 
5) It could be worse.               
6) You should ….  
7) Or you can always...   
8) At least the deceased is out  
of their pain now. 
9) Everything happens for a reason. 
10) Calm down. 
11) It will be better tomorrow. 
12) You will get married again.  
13)  You could have another child. 
It is important to understand that one 

who is grieving goes through a process 
over a period of time, which includes 
these stages (please note that the stages 
referenced below are not in any particu-
lar order): 

1) Shock and denial: getting used  
to reality of death 
2) Bargaining: for example,  
“If I give money to a non-profit 
organization, maybe they will  
come back” 
3) Guilt (what could I have done  
differently?) 
4) Anger (why me?) 

5) Depression: life has changed,  
will I always be so sad? 
6) Acceptance: the loss is permanent.  
I get asked, “How long does a person 

have to go through the grieving 
process?”  It varies with the person. 
There are many variables such as the 
following: 

1) Was the death sudden or expected,  
as in an acute or chronic illness? 
2) The personality of the bereaved:  
introverted or extroverted (can  
they express themselves to others  
and feel safe doing so?)  
3) The support system: family,  
friends, counselor, and co-workers 
4) The relationship of the person  
who passed: was it a spouse, a  
child, a parent, a sibling, a friend,  
  an acquaintance, and even a celebrity, 
like Betty White? 
5) The age of the deceased – were  
they older, elderly, or was it a  
young person or a child? 
6) The fullness of their life. Did they  
travel extensively, enjoy a career,  
raise a family, retire early, etc.? 
There is no set time for how long peo-

ple grieve. Some may take the rest of 
their lives and some may be online dat-
ing within the first year.  Understanding 
this will help you not be critical of the 
bereaved, such as, “Why did they wait 
ten years to date?” or “It was not even a 
year when they went on with their 
lives.” 

In addition, there is the concern about 
possible negative behaviors of the 
bereaved, particularly during the initial, 
extreme depression stage with trying to 
escape the pain. These could be by self-

medicating through the use of drugs, 
including alcohol, or highly risky behav-
iors, and suicidal thoughts. 

What can you do and what can you 
say? 

1) Fully listen to them and keep the 
focus on them.   
2) If you do share a similar experience, 
don’t get carried away with your own 
experience. 
3) Remember, you are not going to fix 
the situation by giving advice. 
4) Consistently be there for them,  
but also give them space, if necessary.  
5) Cook a meal for them or ask them 
over to get out of the house so they  
are not alone. Many times, when it is  
a spouse who has died, the person is  
not invited to occasions they once  
were when they were a couple. 
6) Talk about their loved one and  

share a story where they can laugh. 
7) Keep in touch over time because  
many people ignore them shortly  
after the death and expect them to go  
on with their lives. 
8) For many, writing down their feel- 
ings helps to heal; keeping a journal  
beside their bed to record thoughts  
that occur during the night or right  
when they wake up helps. 
9) There are support groups through  
churches and trained counselors  
from hospice, which can be helpful.  
Some counselors have experienced the 
same loss, which can be a plus in help-
ing the bereaved. 
10) Lastly, validate their feelings and 
let them know it is okay to cry. And 
give yourself permission to cry with 
them.

COVID-19 Update by Adrian Meza

Mask Mandate Update 
The state of California will be lifting 

its indoor mask requirement that was set 
December last year amid the soaring 
COVID cases on February 15. This will 
move the guidelines back to what they 
were previously, which mandates face 
coverings for the unvaccinated in all 
public settings such as gyms, shops, and 
bars. Masks will still be required at high 
density areas such as bus/train stations 
and hospitals. 

Local public officials still have the 
authority to retain restrictions such as 
with neighboring LA county, who said 
they are intending to keep the mask 
mandate. The County’s Health Director 
there stated that “L.A. County is still 
weeks away from lifting the indoor 
mask mandate.” 

“Mega Event” changes 
With the updated mandate comes 

updates to what constitutes a “mega 
event.” Previously a mega event was 
classified as 500 people for an indoor 
event, and 5,000 people for an outdoor 
event, but starting on the 15th it will 
now be 1,000 for an indoor event, and 
10,000 for an outdoor event. With mega 
events come regulations such as proof of 
being fully vaccinated or having 
received a negative COVID test result; 
the major difference between the two is 
with outdoor events masks must be 
worn when entering indoor areas such as 
bathrooms, restaurants, and gift shops. 
While attending indoor events, everyone 
must wear a mask regardless of vaccina-
tion status or negative test result.  

COVID-19 Sick Leave  
California legislature signed a bill that 

will require employers (with 26 or more 
employees) to give workers up to two 
weeks paid time off (PTO) if infected 
with COVID-19. Eligible workers will 

receive up to 40 hours of PTO if they are 
experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, 
caring for a relative who tested positive, 
or are compelled to follow 
quarantine/isolation orders. 
Additionally, eligible employees can 
qualify for an additional 40 hours if they 
or a member in the household are sick 
with COVID-19. Lastly, workers may 
also get paid time off to recover from 
any side effects that may occur from get-
ting the vaccine or booster, but business-
es may limit this to 24 hours. These ben-
efits will expire September 30.  

Statistics 
Between January 26 and February 1, 

the seven-day average COVID-19 case 
rate in Orange County decreased from 
177 to 126 per 100,000 people, average 
number of daily COVID-19 cases from 
5,728 to 4,082, and positivity rate from 
24.6 to 17.9 percent. 

With numbers taken from OC Health 
Agency on Feb 9, hospitalizations 
remain high at 617. ICU admissions 
remain high at 124, 84% of Hospitalized 
Persons are unvaccinated, and 87% of 
ICU admits are unvaccinated. 

Moderna 
On January 31, the FDA announced it 

has given the Moderna Vaccine full 
FDA approval and will now be marketed 
as Spike Vax. Moderna was previously 
given Emergency Use Authorization 
(EUA) and has recently been approved 
for the Biologics License Application 
(BLA). The main difference between the 
two is that volunteers are observed for a 
longer period of time to see if there are 
rare adverse effects that could occur. On 
average to get an EUA, volunteers will 
be observed for two months for a safety 
follow up while a BLA roughly is a 6-
month period (Moderna applied to be 
FDA approved late August 2021).
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The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed mainly by local volunteers who 
create, publish, and distribute the paper 
throughout our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one- 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2022

I hear the drumbeats of war. Their rat-
tat-tat too often turns into solemn dirges 
of mourning. Wars inevitably begin with 
high hopes and utter confidence in both 
the holiness of our cause and the power 
of our war machine. Both rapidly fade 
after the shooting, the bombing, the 
killing, and the dying begin. Great battle 
plans (and the time estimates of gener-
als) seldom survive the first day, often 
not even the first shot. 

Putin has Ukraine surrounded. His 
troops, tanks, and refueling capacity 
threaten the territorial 
integrity of Ukraine. 
This, despite the signed 
pledge that guaranteed 
Ukraine’s territory as the 
price for them turning 
over their old Soviet 
nuclear arsenal of mis-
siles and nuclear war-
heads, after they 
achieved independence.  
There was a lot of negoti-
ating e.g., the Minsk 
Agreement, Massandra 
Protocols & Budapest 
Memorandum, which led 
to their joining the Non-
Proliferation Pact. We 
made offers of help to pay the Ukraine 
for the dismantlement of their nuclear 
facilities, and Russia was to pay the 
value of the enriched Uranium from the 
warheads. 

When Russia violated all these agree-
ments when it took the Crimea and some 
of the eastern Ukraine, we protested in 
the strongest of terms—which is to say 
futilely. The Russian response was that 
since we (Hillary and Obama) engi-
neered a coup removing the pro-Russian 
President of Ukraine, they were not 
bound to follow an agreement that had 
been made by the “legitimate and elect-
ed government.” 

Putin still holds that he is not obligat-
ed because the Zelenski government is 
illegitimate. He also pretends that 
Ukraine poses a threat to Russia. When 
queried why Russia has amassed over 
125,000 troops, Putin responded, disin-
genuously, “Why are our troops on our 
own territory and those invited by 
Belarus aggressive but NATO troops 
from as far away as the USA are defen-
sive?” This is propaganda and nonsense. 

Ukraine has neither the interest nor the 
ability to attack or wage war against 
Russia. 

In fact, the over-estimating of 
Ukraine’s military strength is asserted 
both by Russia and the United States. 
We are sending troops to NATO coun-
tries with the promise they won’t ever 
go into Ukraine. This is a promise that 
probably wouldn’t survive the deaths of 
American citizens, contractors or uni-
formed advisors who die from Russian 
fire. We would undoubtedly retaliate. 

More dangerously, we are 
arming Ukrainians to fight a 
Russian invasion. They can-
not succeed. In sending so-
called defensive weapons 
(Javelin anti-tank rockets), 
we create only the illusion 
of military adequacy. We are 
arming them to die, but not 
to win. 

Should Russia invade, the 
killing will be largely one-
sided. Will we stand by in 
the face of such an atrocity 
in the heart of Europe? 
Unlikely. We are beginning 
to hedge our enthusiasm for 
Ukrainian competency by 

threatening that the people will take to 
the forests, fields, and streets, and 
Ukraine will become another 
Afghanistan for the Russians. 

We also threaten sanctions and, in 
almost Trumpian terms, brag that “these 
will be sanctions like the world has 
never seen before.” We further assert 
that NATO is completely united and 
we’re all on the same page. These two 
claims are completely false. NATO is 
not all on the same page. France and 
Poland have different national interests, 
as do Holland and Germany, as do 
Romania and Hungary. The only NATO 
nation clearly united with us is Great 
Britain whose prime-minister’s position 
hangs by a slender and fraying thread. 

Orban of Hungary won’t impose the 
hardest of sanctions and Germany is less 
than truthful when they say they have no 
disagreements with our policies. 
President Biden promised the Nord 
Stream pipeline would never open or 
would rapidly be closed should Russia 
invade. The prime minister of Germany, 
Olaf Sholz, pledged agreement with us 
but refused to utter the words “pipeline.” 

THE DRUMBEATS OF WAR

Germany depends on power—gas and 
oil—from Russia to operate its economy 
and stay warm in the winter—not to 
mention to have electricity. They 
decommissioned their nuclear power 
plants but didn’t convert to green energy 
to replace them. 

While Denmark sends arms to 
Ukraine, Germany sends helmets! The 
ultimate defensive gear. They claim it is 
in fear of being arms dealers and awak-
ening memories of their bellicose past. 
Nonsense! They’re selling arms to 
Egypt and Libya! 

NATO is in disarray both in terms of 
sanctions and military commitments. 
France, as is traditional (remember their 
rejection of NATO and the building of 
an independent nuclear arms program—
the Force de Frappe), is doing their own 
negotiating with Putin. 

With so many countries and their dif-
ferent needs, we are neither on the same 
page nor able to impose, with any disci-
pline, severe sanctions, and Putin knows 
this. 

So, will Russia invade all of Ukraine? 
Probably not. They don’t want the area 
west of Kyiv and Ukraine’s terrible 
financial debt. Will they do a partial 
invasion and build a land bridge from 
Donbass to the Crimea?  Much more 
likely. Will they do a larger invasion and 
take the east and go as far west as Kyiv? 
Possibly, but there is a weather window. 
They can go in the winter with the 
ground frozen or in the summer with 
roads and fields fairly dry. They cannot 
go during the spring thaw with the mud 
and slush making their tanks virtually 
immobile. If they go, it will be within 30 
days. 

But will they? Certainly, Putin wants 
to reassemble the old empire. Ukraine 
could be his lasting legacy as either a tri-
umph or a complete debacle. If Putin’s 
more immediate goal is to sow disunity 
in the West, he’s already won. NATO’s 
fractures become more and more appar-
ent, even as we counterfactually say 
we’ve never been more united. 

We keep asserting that we need to give 
him an off-ramp. He doesn’t need one. 
He speaks with one voice for one nation. 
He arrests or assassinates his opposition 
and controls Russian media. He claims 
he is not interested in invading. So, 
walking back from the brink has no 
costs politically. 

This would be a war that is in no 
nation’s interest. But that doesn’t mean 
that it won’t happen. As before WWI, 
the kindling is dry, and accidents and 
miscalculations can lead to tragedy. 
Politicians can strategically threaten and 
pose, but the Drums of War often create 
realities that were not intended.

 
HOW  TO  VOICE   
YOUR OPINION   

The Community Opinion pages 
provide a free forum for the communi-
ty.  The Observer welcomes letters on 
any subject of interest. Opinions are 
those of the writer.  We must verify 
your identity, but we allow initials 
only and town to be printed if desired, 
or anonymous in print if a reasonable 
case can be made as to why that is 
necessary. Opinions sent to us without 
name, address and phone number will 
not be printed. Due to space issues 
shorter letters have a better chance of 
getting in. Please add your contact 
information so we can verify. Thanks!   
contact@fullertonobserver.com  
or mail to: Fullerton Observer 

PO Box 7051  
Fullerton CA 92834
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This true story is based on letters my 
grandmother, Ilse Lang, received from 
family and friends in Europe during 
WWII. It will be part of a book entitled, 
Eating the Piano © 2022. 

  
Letters from Hanna Kass Kadisch – 

1934, on board ship 
On the first day, Sunday, it rocked a 

little, but not very much, just to get used 
to. We lay a little on deck, the sea in the 
sun is beautiful and wide, you get a little 
better mood when you look at it, and still 
believe in the future. [34.06.25 Hanna] 

Ilse’s sister Hanna was 25 and a bit of 
a daredevil. First in the family to 
divorce, she was sailing with her five-
year-old daughter Ellen to Guatemala 
City. She was trained as a radiographer, 
(X-ray technician) and traveled with the 
“J’s,” her boss and his wife, with plans 
to open a radiology office.  She left 
behind Conny Koenigsberg, who had 
courted her long enough for Ellen to 
wonder why he wasn’t along. 

They chugged across the Atlantic by 
steamship, (either the Cordilla or the 
Caribia), sailing from Hamburg and 
stopping in Barbados and Trinidad 

before arriving in Guatemala. 
Most of the passengers had vacationed 

in their native Germany since the spring. 
The men ran businesses or plantations, 
and their wives hired native people to 
help manage their large homes and fam-
ilies: 

They like to talk about the soul of the 
Indians, but when they talk about cab-
bage rolls or about beach suits, sound 
the same as they do with the Indian soul. 
[34.07.01 Hanna] 

Current events from Germany were 
inescapable. When the national anthem 
played everyone came on deck and gave 
the “Heil Hitler!” salute. Oops! Hanna 
found herself on the wrong deck and 
missed it. Not long after, “Night of the 
Long Knives,” in which Hitler assassi-
nated his opposition - was revealed and 
discussed by the passengers. 

In 1934 it was hard to find a German 
critical of Hitler. He had drawn the 
country out of disastrous inflation fol-
lowing defeat in WWI, and they now 
enjoyed a roaring economy. With what 
he had done for Germany, he was like 
the Messiah. Who would be against him, 
a Communist?  Being Jewish meant see-

Eating the Piano 
Detour: Guatemala by Karen Lang-McNabb

ing this differently, but it was still long 
before “The Final Solution.” Jews were 
usually people whom Germans didn’t 
know or didn’t know they knew. 

I always wait for the bomb, but it has 
not yet exploded, for the time being they 
are arguing about whether I am more of 
a Frisian or an East Prussian type. 
[34.07.01 Hanna] 

Everything changed as they sailed into 
the tropics: 

The heat comes with a hideous slug-
gishness… [now] I always sleep 2-3 
hours after dinner and then stay up… at 
night, because the nights are wonderful, 
an incredibly bright and sparkling star-
ry sky and the horizontally lying cres-
cent moon with the broad moon road on 
the water.  [34.07.04 Hanna] 

It was Hanna’s birthday, and she was 
looking for music, dance, or lively con-
versation: 

In the evening two assistant pursers 
had invited me to their booth for cognac, 
very nice and cheerful, educated boys, 
and very late I was invited to the bridge, 
but not by the captain, who is a moron 
and does not show himself to the riffraff, 
but by some of the officers… afterwards 
the radio officer, who is the heartbreaker 
on board, absolutely had to help cele-
brate, and so it went on and on... 
[34.07.04 Hanna] 

Like today, talking politics could get 

you into trouble: 
I probably wrote about the 7 to 8 

young people I danced and played ping-
pong with. With one of them…I told him 
what I thought of the Nazis because I 
found it better to play with open cards 
than constantly, as before, sitting on 
coals because of an eventual exception. 
I was cut to a razor-sharp edge by the 
whole clique for a whole day, a coffee 
table with a cake from Hapag [the ship-
ping company], which had been sent for 
my birthday was left by them, etc… 
[34.07.04 Hanna] 

Hanna vowed never to talk politics 
again. 

On board is a dog, Fermat, who has 
been crying continuously like a calf 
since Hamburg, I would have loved to 
crawl into his dog's hut and howl along 
with him...  [34.06.25 Hanna] 

Anyway, Ellen [her daughter] is fat 
and round and tanned, swims in the pool 
every day in a life jacket and is the hap-
piest of all. She has made herself the 
leader of a pack of children … [34.07.04 
Hanna] 

By 1938 Hanna had returned from 
Guatemala, married Conny Koenigsberg 
and the family of three moved to 
London. Wanting an English name that 
fit in, they searched through the Ks in 
the phone book and became the Kelly 
Family.

Fireworks Sales
The City Clerk’s Office accepts fire-

works lottery applications during the 
month of March. In April, staff random-
ly selects 15 lottery applicants and five 
alternates to proceed to the fireworks 
sales permitting phase. Five of the appli-
cants are reserved for youth sports 
teams. Current practice allows one rep-
resentative group per educational insti-
tution (elementary through university 

level). Here is the timeline: 
• March 1 to 31: Lottery applications 

accepted 
• April 19: Lottery drawing at City 

Council meeting 
The current lottery application fee is 

$28 and the permit fee is $2326. 
For more information, contact the City 

Clerk at (714) 738-6350 or 
lucindaw@cityoffullerton.com.

HOMEMADE SUPPLY KIT for DISASTERS  
by Jere Greene (involved with disaster operations since 1993)  

If a disaster were to occur, emergency services could be delayed, therefore it 
is important to have basic supplies within easy reach to keep your household 
safe. You can easily include a few items listed here in your weekly shopping 
and create a homemade kit that will protect you in case of disaster in the future. 
See previous issues for weeks 1-5.  

WEEK 6
CLOTHING (STORE IN WATERPROOF 
BAG) 
• Set of clothes (for each person)  
• Sturdy shoes (for each person)  
 
HARDWARE STORE 
• 4-in-one type screwdriver  
• Brackets and screws (to secure 
heavy items that might fall during an 
earthquake) 

TO DO 
1) Inspect your house for heavy 
items that might fall down and cre-
ate a hazard in an earthquake. Secure 
them. 
2) Obtain a map of the local area. 
(AAA members can get maps for 
free from the Automobile Club on 
Harbor)

Hanna Kass Kadisch, radiographer Ellen Kadisch
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John Van Wey of Fullerton, 
California passed away on 
December 10, 2021 of cancer 
at the age of 62. 

Born on January 18, 1959 to 
Richard and Fern Van Wey, 
John was a Fullerton man from 
the beginning to the end of his 
life. The family, which included his 
parents and his brother, James, lived 
on Sudene Avenue.  

He attended Raymond Elementary 
School, Wilshire Junior High School, 
Fullerton High School, Fullerton 
Community College, and obtained his 
degree at Cal State Fullerton. He con-
tinued his affiliation with the universi-
ty when he joined OLLI, a program 
for seniors. 

His first job was delivering newspa-
pers for the Fullerton News Tribune. 
After graduating from high school, 
John worked for SuperValu Pharmacy 
as a pharmacy technician. Eventually, 
he became a mail carrier for the 
Fullerton Post Office—a perfect fit as 
he loved the outdoors and people. 
Kind as he was, he gave every child 
on his route a candy cane during the 
holidays, which led to invitations to 
countless family parties, including 
numerous quinceañeras.  

He loved wine tasting, creating deli-

cious enchiladas, and con-
certs. His other love was his 
vintage 1961 Ford Falcon—
until it was rear ended as it 
was parked near the post 
office while he was on his 
route, an event he mentioned 
over the years. 

John was an avid outdoorsman. He 
played beach volleyball every week-
end for 25 years, enjoyed bike riding, 
long walks, standup paddle boarding, 
river rafting, and daily visits to the 
gym. At OLLI, he taught longevity 
stick classes, and loved dancing with 
the Fullerton Flashers, a senior flash 
mob. He was a true entertainer and a 
playful spirit. 

A caring son and caregiver to his 
parents and his Aunt Joyce, John will 
be remembered as a kind man, a good 
listener and a champion of those less 
fortunate. He donated time as a tutor 
to Joya Scholars, which he supported 
financially along with Pathways of 
Hope. Funds can be donated to either 
of these charities in his name. 

John’s humor, laughter, and kind-
ness will be missed tremendously by 
all who knew him. Rest in Peace, Dear 
Friend. 

Due to COVID, no celebration of 
John’s life is planned at this time.

Carol Oralyn Callahan, age 
93, passed away peacefully 
on Sunday, January 23, 2022. 
Carol was preceded in death 
by her first husband, 
Raymond Alexander 
Baudisch Jr., and her second 
husband, Richard Dan 
Callahan. 

Carol was born in 
Williston, ND on December 17, 1928. 
She was the sixth child of Oscar and 
Clara Mobraten. By 1939, the family 
had relocated for a better life in 
California. As a teenager during World 
War II, Carol would receive pen-pal 
letters from soldiers overseas, one of 
whom she fell in love with and mar-
ried on April 19, 1947.  

Ray and Carol began their lives 
together and their first son, Robert 
Charles was soon followed by a sec-
ond, Gary Michael. Fourteen years 
later they adopted a daughter, Carolyn 
Rae. Ray and Carol were married for 
45 years until his death in 1992.  

Her second husband, Richard,  was 
the father of one of her co-workers 
and she agreed to go on a blind date 
with him. They hit it off instantly and  
married on December 29, 2001, and 
enjoyed many adventures together 
until his death in 2007.  

A career woman her entire 
life, Carol had an affinity for 
secretarial and office work. In 
addition to many hobbies, 
Carol was an accomplished 
league bowler, a sport that she 
participated in way past the 
age of 90. She also loved to 
celebrate her Norwegian her-
itage as a member of the Sons 

of Norway where she spent many 
years as the publisher of the monthly 
newsletter.  

Carol’s family continued to grow 
and the grandchildren and great-
grandchildren in her life became the 
source of her joy. She loved to spend 
her time counting them and making a 
list of all of their names. 

Here is your list, Mom, with love:  
Stephanie Marie, Elisabeth Leigh, 

Tiffanie Jane, Ashley Daniele Rae, 
Marshall James, Alexander James, 
Conrad Raymond, Eduard Louis, 
Leilani Love, Zachary Dane, Garrett 
Robert, Alexis Rose, Mackenzie Jane, 
London Juliet, Zeppelin Gray, Bailey 
Elisabeth May, Everett Gene, Wyatt 
Alexander, Louis Akio, Lynn 
Raymond, Layland Marshall, Sophie 
Love, William Reid, Remi Love, and 
Royce Toan. 

Carol Oralyn Callahan 1928-2022John Van Wey 1959 - 2021

Harold was born on May 3, 
1929 in Los Angeles, CA and 
his family moved to 
Crestline, CA when he was 
one year old. His father built 
the house they lived in; the 
house is still standing today. 

The family moved to San 
Bernardino to a house he and 
his father built. There he went on to 
San Bernardino High where he gradu-
ated in 1946 just after turning 17 years 
old. 

During his senior year in high 
school, his father  gave him the job of 
building a house for a client. Harold 
built that house by himself from the 
ground up, all while attending classes 
his senior year! 

After high school, he went to San 
Bernardino Valley College taking an 
Electric Power course. Harold gradu-
ated in 1949, going only part time the 
last two years and working for his 
father. He started working for Edison 
in Big Creek on May 27, 1950 as a 
Utilityman for $1.37 per hour. Harold 
met Jeanie at a luncheon for Edison 
News correspondents. They became 
engaged in August, then the peacetime 
draft caught up with him and he was 
sent off to the US Army in September 
1955.   

They were married on December 10, 
1955. Jean left Edison to go to 
Germany to join Harold. They lived in 
Oppenheim in an apartment and were 
able to travel over much of Europe.  

Their first son Roger was born in 
Germany in July, 1958. Harold 
attained the rank of SP5 and was dis-
charge in September of 1958. 

Harold returned to his job with 
Edison as a Hydro Attendant, and the 
family moved first to Mill Creek 
Canyon near Redlands, CA, then to 
Big Creek No. 2 where he became a 
First Operator in May of 1959.  

His daughter Janice was born in 
January 1960. Harold’s youngest son 
Glenn was born in June 1961. 

The family moved several 
times between 1963 and 1972 
finally moving to 1231 
Sheppard Drive in Fullerton, 
CA in 1973, where Jeanie and 
Harold settled in and lived for 
the next 48 years.  

After retiring from Edison, 
Jeanie and Harold bought a 

motorhome and traveled through most 
of the United States and Alaska. They 
also enjoyed many cruises with family 
and friends, traveling all over the 
world. 

Harold was active in many organiza-
tions throughout his life. Harold loved 
organ music, and he and Jeanie were 
members of the Orange County 
Theatre Organ Society at Plummer 
Auditorium in Fullerton.  

Harold is survived by his wife Jeanie, 
their son Roger (Natallie), daughter 
Janice (Steve Freeland), son Glenn 
(Linda Schade), grandchildren Meg 
(Satoru Emori), Ben, Jennifer (James 
Bryant), Kylie (Joseph Tokarski), and 
Thomas, and great grandchildren  Andy, 
Emerson, Graceyn, Ryland, and 
Whittaker. 

Harold was diagnosed with late 
onset Alzheimer’s in July 2019. He 
entered the Memory Care unit at 
Emerald Court in Anaheim on June 5, 
2021. Through it all, he maintained his 
sunny, happy disposition. The staff 
loved him.  

He spent his last Christmas having 
dinner with family. As we sat around the 
table, he said, “How many times have 
we been gathered like this?” That 
moment of clarity was the best 
Christmas present ever. He entered 
Hospice Care on January 21 and died 
peacefully surrounded by his family 
three days later on January 24, 2022, at 
the age of 92.   

In lieu of flowers, donations in 
Harold’s memory can be made to 
Shriners Hospitals for Children. Their 
web page is https://donate.love-
totherescue.org

Harold F. Schultz 1929 - 2022
 Our Brothers and Sisters who died 

 in Orange County “Without Fixed Abode” (Homeless) 
 during the Month of January, 2022 (source: OC Coroner’s Office)  

in Memoriam  
Robert WADE  died on December 31 in Orange 
Richard GALLAGHER died on January 1 in Costa Mesa 
Pete CAIRO  died on January 1 in Santa Ana 
Trudy DEANDA died on January 2 in Anaheim 
Sunny CALVILLO died on January 3 in Anaheim 
Dennis AGUILAR CHOXOM died on January 3 in Anaheim 
Alejandro SANDOVAL ROMERO died on January 3 in Anaheim 
Elver PAXTOR MALDONADO died on January 4 in Santa Ana 
Louis ADAMS JR  died on January 4 in Garden Grove 
Favio VELASCO died on January 4 in Anaheim 
Paul LUPIEN died on January 4 in Costa Mesa 
Troy MCGOVERN  died on January 4 in Garden Grove 
Randolph ALPORQUE  died on January 5 in Huntington Beach 
Kevin FASIHINIA died on January 6 in Huntington Beach 
Mylik WRIGHT died on January 6 in Santa Ana 
Judith RITCHIE died on January 7 in Laguna Hills 
Kory HALOPOFF died on January 8 in Santa Ana 
Michael MOLAUG died on January 10 in Anaheim 
Alexandra KONOPKA died on January 12 in Westminster 
Reuben MARTINEZ died on January 12 in Stanton 
Bert MONDINO III died on January 14 in Tustin 
Noe VAZQUEZ died on January 15 in Orange 
Lloyd JONES died on January 15 in Santa Ana 
Robert REEVES, JR.  died on January 16 in Stanton 
Carol CHRISTENSEN died on January 16 in Orange 
Jeffrey BACANI died on January 17 in Fullerton 
Barbara NORKAITIS died on January 17 in Huntington Beach 
Robert LIDDICOTE died on January 18 in Costa Mesa 
Lester BLAKEMAN died on January 18 in Santa Ana 
Jorge PAVIA died on January 18 in Buena Park 
Anthony NEAL, JR.  died on January 19 in Laguna Hills 
Omar RAMIREZ-NOLASCO  died on January 20 in Capistrano Beach 
Dustin POINTON died on January 21 in Laguna Beach 
Shane BRANAM died on January 21 in Cypress 
Bradford KIRK died on January 22 in Lake Forest 
Hugo LOPEZ died on January 23 in Mission Viejo 
Ruby LOPEZ died on January 24 in Huntington Beach 
Cassandra COLAW  died on January 25 in Orange 
Charles PAGE died on January 26 in Buena Park 
Nicholas JUAREZ died on January 27 in Santa Ana 
Bailey WATSON died on January 28 in Costa Mesa 
Jose RAMIREZ died on Janyary 29 in San Juan Capistrano 
Helena GIDCUMB died on January 29 in Anaheim 
Michael ROMERO died on January 29 in Anaheim 
Freddy RAMIREZ died on January 30 in Santa Ana 
Forest DUNAGAN  died on January 30 in Garden Grove 
Eugene SUTTON died on January 31 in Anaheim  

May they rest in peace.And perpetual light shine up on them.

https://donate.lovetotherescue.org
https://donate.lovetotherescue.org


According to a staff report, the 69.2% 
renewable choice could increase the 
City’s annual energy costs by $237,125, 
and the 100% renewable choice could 
result in a $355,687 annual increase. 

Fullerton City Council voted 3-2 
(Whitaker and Dunlap “no”) to set the 
customer default rate at 69.2% renew-
able energy content (the middle tier), 
and voted 3-2 (Zahra and Jung “no”) to 
set the City’s municipal default rate at 
the lowest tier, 38.5% renewable energy 
content. 

Mayor Fred Jung (who is Fullerton’s 
representative on the OCPA Board) and 
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra were in 
favor of setting both defaults at 100% 
renewable energy, but were forced to 
compromise. 

“Climate change is not 
partisan,” Jung said. “It’s 
the existential threat to our 
future. We are duty-bound 
to find ways to mitigate it 
for our children and our 
grandchildren. This is an 
opportunity for one of the 
oldest cities in Orange 
County to do one of the 
most forward-thinking 
things.” 

Councilmember Nick 
Dunlap and Mayor Pro 
Tem Bruce Whitaker were 
opposed to setting defaults 
that would increase costs 
to consumers or to the 
City. 

Dunlap said, “I’m a bit concerned 
about this creation of almost a new gov-
ernment entity that’s ultimately going to 
cost ratepayers more in the end, espe-
cially seeing as there are some of these 
benefits currently available through 
Edison. I could be supportive if it 
required an opt-in as opposed to an opt-
out, and would likely be supportive if it 
were all at the basic rate.” 

Councilmember Zahra pointed out 
that there will be programs to subsidize 
folks who may not be able to afford the 
programs. 

“The default should be the one that 
causes the least harm to people,” 
Whitaker said. 

Zahra said, “What I’m seeing here are 
numerical calculations but not how we 
are negatively affecting the environment 
and the impact it has on our residents. 
So, to me, this is not an expense, this is 
an investment in the health and well-
being of our community.” 

The swing vote was Councilmember 
Jesus Silva, who supported the 69% 
default for customers and 38% for the 
City. 

“Back when I voted us into the OCPA, 
I was given the impression that the resi-
dents would not incur any additional 
cost,” Silva said. But now it looks like, 
other than the basic, the residents are 
going to incur some additional cost. 
That’s a concern.” 

During public comment, many local 

residents and climate activists spoke in 
favor of the City choosing 100% renew-
able energy. 

“For most of us, the extra couple of 
dollars is not as important as providing a 
healthier environment for ourselves and 
our children,” Patty Tutor said. 

Ayn Craciun from the Climate Action 
Campaign said, “As policy makers in the 
age of the climate crisis, it’s up to you to 
do what you can.” 

Desi Garcia, an 18-year-old student at 
Cal State Fullerton, said, 
“Unfortunately, our future looks very 
bleak. At our current rate I’ll be experi-
encing the absolute worst of the climate 
crisis…By choosing 100% clean energy 
as the default for Fullerton, you’d be 

contributing to a brighter 
and healthier future for me 
and future generations.” 

Maureen Milton asked 
why there was no one from 
Southern California Edison 
to give their side of the 
story. 

Councilmember Zahra 
pointed out that the State 
law that allows for the cre-
ation of community choice 
energy prevents investor-
owned utilities like SCE to 
advocate for or against 
them. 

Michelle Ellison, who is 
on the board of Clean 
Power Alliance, the com-
munity choice energy enti-

ty serving Los Angeles and Ventura 
counties, said, “With this one Council 
decision, you can virtually eliminate 
electricity-related emissions in Fullerton 
and make it easy for your residents to 
power their homes and businesses with 
clean energy, a truly remarkable feat.” 

Electricity production is currently the 
second leading cause of greenhouse gas 
emissions in our area. 

Alexis Hernandez with the Climate 
Action Campaign mentioned data from 
CalEnviro 4.0 that shows the major dis-
parity in pollution burden in Fullerton.  

“Much of southern Fullerton ranges 
from the 90th to 100th percentile for 
pollution burden—meaning that some 
neighborhoods in Fullerton are experi-
encing more pollution than 100% of all 
other California neighborhoods,” 
Hernandez said. “Choosing to reduce 
emissions at the 100% default is choos-
ing to put the people of Fullerton who 
are the most impacted first.” 

Glenda Howell, a 42-year resident of 
Fullerton and former FSD teacher urged 
Council to choose 100% renewable 
energy and to find a way to subsidize 
disadvantaged families who might not 
be able to afford the increase but still 
want 100% clean energy. 

Jane Rands, who currently has solar 
panels on her house and a net metering 
agreement with Edison, asked how the 
move to OCPA would affect this agree-
ment. This question was not answered 
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ANSWER KEY TO PUZZLE “DOUBLE DOUBLE” on page 4:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

Olympian’s Fullerton Grandma 
Enthralled by Games by Dave Dunn

There’s a buzz for the Beijing 
Olympics at Morningside Fullerton 
retirement community and no one is 
more spirited than resident Lael Brooks. 

She’s the grandmother of AJ Hurt, a 
rising star on the US Women’s Ski 
Team, who along with friend Mikaela 
Shiffrin and other teammates hope to 
make a splash on the slopes. 

Lael said they taught their kids how to 
ski at an early age, including her son 
Steve who later passed on the skills to 
his daughter AJ starting at the age of 
three. 

“I knew AJ was competitive since she 
was two when they got this tricycle and 
she had to be faster than her older broth-
er,” Lael said. “She’s competitive in 
everything and I’m proud of her.” 

With a bright smile and donning 
Olympic attire, Lael and others at 
Morningside will be rooting on AJ in her 
three events: giant slalom, slalom, and 
super-G. 

“I’m not too nervous because AJ isn’t 
nervous – she’s fearless.” Lael also 
notes that AJ is an Olympic rookie and 
wants to build off the Beijing Games for 
the 2026 games in Milano Cortina, Italy. 

When asked if AJ got her super-G 
skills from her super Grandma, Lael 
laughed and replied, “I crashed and 
burned most of the time.” 

Lael is recording all AJ’s events 
including the giant slalom and is happy 
to watch it again with fellow friends and 
neighbors at Morningside of Fullerton.

Lael Brooks holds a picture of her 
granddaughter AJ Hurt, Olympic skier. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVE DUNN 
 

“At our current  
rate I’ll be  

experiencing  
the absolute  
worst of the  

climate  
crisis.” 

 
—Desi Garcia,  

18-year-old  
CSUF student 
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Fullerton College’s Political Science 
Department is organizing a Zoom ses-
sion with John Tateishi, author of 
Redress: The Inside Story of the 
Successful Campaign of Japanese 
American Reparations, in honor of the 
80th anniversary of Executive Order 
8066. This guest speaker event will take 
place on February 17, from 7 to 8:30pm 
on Zoom. 

Professor Jodi Balma, co-chair of the 
Political Science Department and 
Honors Program Director, has extended 
the invitation to Fullerton community 
members to attend this event, learn 
about our dark history, and what steps 
have been taken to remedy the wrongs. 

Issued on February 19, 1942, 
Executive Order 8066 resulted in the 
incarceration of Japanese Americans all 
throughout the United States. The gov-
ernment’s reasoning for the forced 
removal was national security risks aris-
ing from the attack on Pearl Harbor by 
Japan. The heightened fear of attack on 
the West Coast combined with racial 
prejudice against Japanese Americans 
resulted in the forced evacuation and 
imprisonment. A majority of those 
imprisoned were American citizens. 

Once released from these prisons, 
Japanese Americans were without 
homes or jobs. They had to rebuild their 
lives from the ground up in a country 
that had betrayed them, all while still 
facing racial discrimination. 

Decades after the internment, in 1988, 
the Redress Movement successfully 
pushed the government to pay repara-
tions to the internees. The government, 
through enacting Public Law 100-383 
(Civil Liberties Act of 1988), paid 
$20,000 per internee and apologized for 
the wrongs committed in the past due to 
racial prejudice, mass hysteria, and 
failed leadership. This campaign led by 
the Japanese American Citizens League 
(JACL) is the topic of John Tateishi’s 
book Redress: The Inside Story of the 
Successful Campaign of Japanese 
American Reparations. 

The story of a successful campaign for 
reparations is one imperative to learn 
today, not only in the context of righting 
the wrongs done to the Japanese 
American community, but also to inform 
the fight for reparations to African 
Americans and Native Americans. 

John Tateishi was two and a half years 
old at the time when his family was 

forced to move into a ‘relocation camp’ 
in Manzanar. Once the war ended, his 
family returned to Los Angeles where he 
grew up and attended UC Berkeley and 
UC Davis, for undergraduate and gradu-
ate programs, respectively, all the while 
not forgetting his childhood memories 
of being in a prison for a reason no one 
could justify. He was the chair of the 
JACL’s National Committee for Redress 
and later the National Executive 
Director of the organization. Following 
the 9/11 attacks, Tateishi utilized the 
resources of JACL to fight for the rights 
of Arab and Muslim Americans – the 
new target of prejudice and hysteria.  

Fullerton College will be talking to 
John Tateishi about what lessons are to 
be learned from this tragic history, the 
fight for reparations, and how these les-
sons can be applied to the reparation 
movements of today.  

  
To participate via Zoom visit 

https://zoom.us/join and enter meeting 
ID 997 1090 8478. For more informa-

tion contact jbalma@fullcoll.edu.

FULLERTON HERITAGE PRESENTS  
Local Landmark # 14: 

CALIFORNIA  
HOTEL  

(305 N Harbor Blvd)  
by Terry Galvin 

The California Hotel, now Villa del 
Sol, opened as a Class A hotel on 
January 15, 1922, with 22 apartments, 
55 guest rooms, 10 first floor store-
fronts, two kitchens, a dining room, and 
a large elaborate dining room.  The 
three-story, U-shaped stucco on brick 
Spanish Colonial Revival building 
included a landscaped courtyard area, 
something not found in other downtown 
developments.  The modern hotel was 
one of only a few buildings constructed 
with funds raised by public subscrip-
tion.  It was also the only one built as a 
replacement for a public comfort sta-
tion.  The building was designed by 
notable Anaheim architect M. Eugene 
Durfee, who also developed plans for 
the adjacent Chapman Building.  The 
hotel soon became the social center of 
Fullerton, quickly becoming the place to 

stay when visiting the area. 
In 1964, the owners made plans to 

demolish the hotel and construct a car 
wash.  After serious opposition to that 
plan from the community, in 1965 the 
hotel was instead redeveloped into a 
series of small shops, restaurants, and 
offices.  The building lost some of its 
visual effect when it was converted to 
the commercial uses, especially when a 
new two-story addition was added 
across the front, enclosing the courtyard. 

New owners in 1995 agreed to con-
struct the necessary seismic structural 
improvements in a way that would not 
visually impact the building, thus pre-
serving one of Fullerton’s major historic 
buildings.  While the building is a desig-
nated Local Landmark, the addition 
across the front makes it ineligible for 
National Register listing. 

The current owners are caring for the 
property and are no doubt proud that it 
turned 100 on January 15, 2022.  

Fullerton College  
Invites the Community to Zoom  

with John Tateishi about Japanese 
Internment and Reparations by Urooj Naveed 

FULLERTON ROTARY CLUB CELEBRATES 100 YEARS
The Fullerton Rotary Club held a cen-

tennial celebration the site of its birth-
place, Umami Burgers in the Anaheim 
Packing District on January 26.  

Fullerton Rotary president Zoot 
Velasco accepted a certificate of recog-
nition from Fullerton City 
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra on behalf 
of the Rotary. Other awards of recogni-
tion were presented to Devin Reeves, 
marketing Director from Anaheim pack-
ing District and to Umami Burgers, the 
original location for the Orange County 
Rotary Club.   

The Fullerton chapter was chartered 
and sponsored by Harry D. Riley, owner 
of Studebaker/Packard Dealer in 
Anaheim in 1922. Hundreds of license 

plates were found during renovations 
and used as decorations for what is now 
Umami Burger at the new Anaheim 
Packing District. The floor still bears the 
name Packard. 

“It is a milestone to see 100 years of 
service,” Zoot Velasco said. “We are 
honored to carry the tradition of service 
to our community. This year we strive to 
bring back fellowship after a devastating 
pandemic kept us apart. This year we 
inaugurate our new fundraiser: The 
Fullerton Faux Festival, ‘Fake bands for 
real kids,’ a tribute band festival city-
wide. It will be a chance to get the whole 
City involved in Rotary. The year 2022 
marks the beginning of the next 100 
years. We come together to lead positive 

change in our community. This year we 
redefine the world we want to see. 
Service above self.” 

Rotary clubs are dedicated to improv-
ing communities around the world 
through humanitarian services with the 
motto of “Service Above Self.” Club 
members are committed to promoting 
peace, improving health through disease 
prevention and treatment (eradication of 
polio), improving the health of mothers 
and children, water and sanitation, edu-
cation, economic development, and sup-
porting the environment. 

Contact a Rotary club to inquire about 
membership at www.fullertonro-
taryclub.com or (714)-526-2594 

by Saskia Kennedy

Photo courtesy of the Fullerton Public Library Local History Room.


