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City Council 
Selects  

District Map

by Jane Rands  
Fullerton City Council held the third 

of four public hearings to receive public 
input and select a map for City Council 
Elections for the next 10 years at a spe-
cial meeting on March 8. On a 3-2 vote 
(Jung, Whitaker, and Dunlap), the 
Council selected map 114. The next and 
final public hearing is on March 29  at 
6:30pm in the City Council Chamber.  
The Council may reconsider  and select 
a different “final map” at that  time. 

The majority of public speakers were 
from the Fullerton Redistricting 
Coalition, including Fullerton residents 
and organizations who advocated for 
map 110, the map they had submitted 
but had not been recommended to the 
Council by the Redistricting Advisory 
Commission (RAC) on February 23.   

Map 114 was recommended to 
Council by the RAC (5-2, Jaramillo and 
Vallejo opposed) along with “focus 
maps” 111 and 112 (6-1, Seminara 
opposed).  

Fullerton residents gather at the corner of Harbor and Chapman to show solidarity with Ukraine  
in the current war with Russia. See story on page 16. PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

Fullerton College Hosts  
A Conversation About  

        War in Ukraine by Urooj Naveed 

The Fullerton College Honors 
Program invited the Assistant Director 
for Intercultural Learning at Virginia 
Tech Lulia Kononenko Hoban as a guest 
speaker on March 8 to talk with students 
and faculty about the current war in 
Ukraine, how we can help, and ways to 
cope with the mental distress this inva-
sion is causing everyone. 

She was born in newly independent 
Ukraine and grew up under the shadow 
of Chernobyl and the totalitarian rule of 
the USSR over her country. The guest 
speaker event was held on Zoom with 
fifty participants. A video recording of 
the Zoom is available on the Fullerton 
College YouTube channel. 

CORRECTION: An article in the 
Early March issue incorrectly stated 
that Councilmember Ahmad Zahra 
voted against Street Rehabilitation 
funding with use of federal funds. It 
was in fact Councilmember Jesus 
Silva who voted against the item, 
preferring that some of the funds go 
toward other programs as part of a 
larger spending plan. We regret the 
error.

Do Not 
Outsource 

Library Services 
by Janine Jacobs

Over the years the threat of privatizing 
the library has been stopped by con-
cerned citizens. Recently there was a 
movement to put cost savings ahead of 
services to the community. A representa-
tive from the private company Library 
Systems and Services (LS&S) was invit-
ed to give a presentation to the Library 
Board of Trustees at the request of  
Mayor Fred Jung. 

Over the years many communities 
have rejected contracting with LS&S or 
ended their contracts with them. The 
bullet-pointed items below are some of 
the more compelling issues that have 
been recorded by those libraries that 
have left LS&S or rejected the compa-
ny’s offer to manage their library. 

• Savings not as expected. 
Escondido’s contract has the city paying 
for all technology, software, and mainte-
nance costs as well as being billed for 
the cost plus 5% handling fee for mate-
rials.  

COMMUNITY  
VOICES

See Library, page 13

See Ukraine, page 3

See District Map, page 3

Update: Ellen Ballard, Chair of the 
Library Board of Trustees, said that the 
presentation by Library Systems and 
Services (LS&S) has been cancelled by 
the presenter due to a lack of support 
from policymakers.

Fullerton Police Capt. Lorraine Jones 
was the Fullerton Police Department’s first 
female captain and lieutenant. 

Her police career was one of great dis-
tinction. She started as a cadet in 1984 and 
was sworn in as an officer in 1986. Jones 
worked in Patrol, Crime Scene 
Investigation, Detectives, Accident 
Investigation, and Recruiting. 

In 2002, she was promoted to the rank of 
sergeant. She became a lieutenant in 2010 
and captain in 2012. Jones received many 
honors, including being recognized by 
Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva at 
the annual Celebrating Women in 
Leadership Conference. In 2011, she was 
cited by Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez 
as a Woman Leader in Fullerton. Jones 
retired in 2014 after a 30-year career.  

There are currently 16 sworn female 
officers in the Fullerton Police Dept out of 
a total of 118. 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH HONORS 

Lorriane Jones: 
Fullerton’s First Female  

Police Captain 

Final Public Hearing 
is March 29

Lupe Ramirez:  
Organizer for Justice  

We honor Lupe Ramirez, local organ-
izer who has fought to protect the senior 
residents of Rancho La Paz mobile 
home park. When the residents of her 
community were facing exorbitant lot 
fee increases from the Park’s new 
owner, Lupe organized a homeowners 
association and successfully worked to 
get a rent control law passed. A former 
union organizer, Lupe has worked tire-
lessly to protect her neighbors from los-
ing their homes. The Mojave chapter of 
the Daughters of the American 
Revolution recognized Ms. Ramirez on 
March 12 for her achievement in help-
ing the tenants of Rancho La Paz mobile 
home park in Fullerton and Anaheim.



The next City Council meeting is Tuesday, March 15 at 5:30pm.  
The public may participate in person or via Zoom. Visit www.zoom.us/join or  
call 1-669-900-9128 and enter meeting ID 978 4219 1797.   

Agenda items include:

March 15 Agenda Forecast

WATCH OR LISTEN LIVE  
You may view the meeting live online at  

https://fullerton.legistar.com,  
on Spectrum Cable Channel 3 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99. 

Upcoming City Meetings
• Parks & Rec Commission: 
March 14: 6:30pm at City Hall 
 
• City Council:  
March 15: 5:30pm at City Hall 
 
• Infrastructure & Natural 
Resources Committee:  
March 21: 5pm at City Hall 
 
• Library Board of Trustees: 
March 24: 6pm at Main Library 
Board Rm 
 

City hall is closed every other Friday. You can view meeting agendas  
by visiting https://fullerton.legistar.com
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FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES  
The Council meets at 5:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month. Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings 
are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  
 

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311  

or by email to: council@cityoffullerton.com  
March 1 Meeting

Closed Session
Before every public City Council 

meeting, there is a closed session during 
which Council meets with various par-
ties to discuss items outside the view of 
the public. During this meeting, Council 
met with staff to discuss negotiations 
with the City’s fire and municipal 
employee unions regarding salaries, 
benefits, and working conditions. 
Council discussed recruitment of a per-
manent City Manager.

Public Comments
Study Sessions: Planning 

Commission Douglas Cox suggested 
that Council host study sessions to 
address large developments and State 
housing policies like SB 9 and SB 10, to 
get more public input and understand-
ing. He also asked for a review of zon-
ing administrator authority regarding 
conditional use permits. Important mat-
ters have been handled administratively, 
but not brought before the Planning 
Commission, he said. 

Seniors, Disabled, and the 
Homeless: Todd Harrison, a resident of 
Rancho La Paz mobile home park, said 
that Council needs to do more to address 
the needs of seniors, disabled, and the 
homeless. 

Problem with Group Home: Eve, a 
resident in a homeless housing program 
run by Illumination Foundation, said she 
is unhappy with her living situation 
(with three men) and would prefer a 
housing voucher so she can get her own 
place. She said the kinds of group homes 
where she lives need more oversight. 

Walk-Up Shelters: Curtis Gamble 
said that Fullerton’s Navigation Center 
(homeless shelter) ought to allow walk-
up entrance, as opposed to the current 
intake system. 

Redistricting Meeting: Jane Rands 
encouraged the public to participate in 
the redistricting Public hearing on 
March 29 at 6:30pm in City Hall.

Board Appointments
Mayor Fred Jung appointed Ilse 

Miranda to the Infrastructure and 
Natural Resources Advisory Committee. 

Mayor Pro Tem Bruce Whitaker re-
appointed Sean Paden to the Library 
Board of Trustees. 

Miscellaneous  
Storm Drain Repair

Council voted unanimously to award a 
$223,746 construction contract to Lucas 
Builders, Inc. for storm drain repairs at 
three locations. The funding will come 
from the Capitol Improvements Budget 
(not the General Fund). Staff expects 
construction to start in April and be 
completed in May. 

Southern CA Assoc of 
Governments delegate

Council voted to choose Mayor Pro 
Tem Bruce Whitaker as City’s delegate  
to the Southern California Association 
of Governments (SCAG) General 
Assembly on May 5 in Palm Desert, CA. 
Jesus Silva was chosen as the alternate.

Agreement  
with Pacific Towing

Council voted unanimously to extend 
the tow franchise agreement with 
Pacific Towing Inc. for police towing 
services through June 30, 2025.

Costs to Upgrade  
City Facilities

Director of Public Works Meg 
McWade gave the results of a report and 
updated costs for the previously com-
pleted Facility Condition Assessment for 
20 buildings, as well as a more detailed 
look at City Hall and Police Department 
Facility needs. The study identified 
$86.7 million in needed upgrades over a 
20-year period.

Fireworks Sales for Youth 
Sports Groups

City Council adopted fireworks sales 
procedures on February 1 to reserve five 
spots for youth sports organizations. 
Since that time, Council Member 
Dunlap and Mayor Jung have clarified 
their desire to narrow the reserved lot-
tery spots for Youth Sports Partner 
League groups. Partner groups must 
maintain a Fullerton resident player per-
centage of at least 80%. The City Clerk’s 
office accepts fireworks lottery applica-
tions during the month of March. In 
April, the City randomly selects 15 lot-
tery applicants and five alternates to pro-
ceed to the fireworks sales permitting 
phase. The following eight groups cur-
rently qualify as Youth Sports Partner 
Leagues: East Fullerton Little League, 
Fullerton Bears Football, Fullerton Hills 
Softball, Fullerton Pop Warner Football, 
Fullerton Rangers Youth Soccer, 
Fullerton Rugby, Golden Hills Little 
League, and West Fullerton Little 
League. This narrowing of scope would 
exclude the following local sports 
groups from these five dedicated spots, 
although they could vie for the remain-
ing 10 spots: OC Pacific Soccer League, 
Elite Development Academy, Blue Stars 
FC, and CDA Slammers FC. 

2022 Legislative Platform
City Council provided direction on 

two policy positions for the City’s 2022 
Legislative Platform: 

1.) Support funding for the City of 
Fullerton to acquire additional land in 
West Coyote Hills. Mayor Pro Tem 
Bruce Whitaker supported deleting the 
item. This motion failed 3-2 (Whitaker 
and Dunlap “yes”). Councilmember 
Ahmad Zahra made a motion to keep the 
item. This motion passed 3-2 (Whitaker 
and Dunlap “no”) 

2.) Oppose any further funding for 
the California High Speed Rail proj-
ect and to see if that funding can be real-
located to fix our local roads and infra-
structure. Mayor Pro Tem Bruce 
Whitaker made a motion to maintain this 
item. This motion passed 4-0-1 (Zahra 
“abstain”). 

Council to Appoint  
New City Manager

Fullerton City Council will consider 
appointing Eric Levitt as Fullerton’s 
next City Manager at the March 15 
meeting. 

Fullerton has been without a perma-
nent City Manager since  the Council 
majority terminated without cause then 
City Manager Ken Domer in April of 
2021. With full severance pay from 
Fullerton, Domer moved on to work for 
the City of Laguna Beach. Following 
Domer’s departure, Fullerton was 
served by interim City Managers Steve 
Danley and Jeff Collier. 

Levitt was chosen following an exten-
sive search and selection process. City 
Council interviewed final candidates on 
January 29 and identified Levitt as the 
top candidate. 

Mr. Levitt has served as City Manager 
in the City of Alameda since 2019. He 
has previously served as City Manager 

in the cities of Simi Valley, Janesville, 
Wisconsin and Sedona, Arizona. 

Levitt will earn a base salary of 
$250,000 plus benefits. He is married 
with two children. His appointment will 
be effective May 10. 

Eric Levitt.  
PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF ALAMEDA

•  Community Development 
Citizens Committee:  
March 28: 6:30pm at City Hall 
 
•  Redistricting Public Hearing:  
March 29: 6:30pm at City Hall 
 
• Transportation & Circulation 
Commission:  
April 4:  4pm at City Hall 
 
• Active Transportation 
Commission:  
April 6: 5pm at City Hall

Proposed 2.5% budget cuts: 
Council will consider 2.5% general 
fund budget and staffing cuts to 
address an ongoing structural deficit. 
Many of these cuts are of positions 
that are currently vacant (meaning 
budgeted but not filled). Below are 
some of the proposed cuts: 

• 4 police officers 
• 4 firefighters 
• 1 maintenance worker 
• 1 Parks and Recreation Assistant 
• 2 Library positions 
Outdoor Dining Program: 

Council will discuss whether  to con-
tinue, change, or end the current tem-
porary outdoor dining program,  

Pension Obligation Bonds: 
Council will consider whether to 
move forward with possible pension 
obligation bonds. Moving to these 
bonds requires several steps and 
more analysis. This item includes a 
contract with Urban Futures for 
$50,000 to carry out some of this. 

Museum Center Agreement: 
Council will consider approving an 
agreement with the Fullerton 
Museum Center Association to per-
mit it to hire employees rather than 
rely exclusively on contract or City 
employees. 

Leasing Out Neighborhood 
Centers: Council will consider leas-
ing City-owned Maple and Gilbert 
Neighborhood Centers to two non-
profits (Friendly Center and OC 
United) to  provide “community-
based services and programs.” The 
new lease agreements will provide a 
total annual General Fund savings of 
approximately $82,000 beginning in 
FY 2022-23. 

Outsourcing Fire Services: 
Council will consider approving a 
contract with Management Partners 
for $74,900 to analyze the proposed 
agreement with Orange County Fire 
Authority to take over Fullerton’s fire 
department.

To view meeting agendas go to www.cityoffullerton.com and click on  
“Meetings and Agendas”
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Ukraine Speaker  
at Fullerton College  

continued from front page
Jodi Balma, Political Science 

Professor and Honors Coordinator, 
started off the event with a brief presen-
tation about the invasion of Ukraine by 
Russia to give the participants an 
overview. Dr. Gilbert J. Contreras, 
Interim President of Fullerton College, 
also joined the meeting to thank Dr. 
Hoban for her presence. Dr. Contreras 
talked about the importance of becom-
ing a support system for each other and 
speaking up against the war in Ukraine. 

According to Dr. Hoban, there are 
multiple layers of the current situation 
in Ukraine, depending on the location 
within the country that Ukrainians 
reside in. The first layer involves the 
areas being shelled; they need humani-
tarian corridors to allow refugees to 
leave. The general concern of survival is 
a top priority. The second layer concerns 
those who are safe but worried about 
their family and friends who are in dan-
gerous positions. The last layer revolves 
around the concern of their future—is 
there a future for the nation and the 
country? 

Dr. Hoban shed light on the genera-
tional trauma that exists in Ukraine and 
the constant threat of the Russian inva-
sion since Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea in 2014. Ukraine has seen two 
famines, World War II, a nuclear disas-
ter, and two revolutions in the past cen-
tury. This generational trauma and the 
fear that losing this war means losing 
sovereignty fuels the strong resistance. 

Dr. Hoban said she is currently hoping 
for the best, but expecting the worst for 
Ukraine. The response from the world 
compared to the 2014 Invasion of 
Crimea is certainly much stronger and 
so is the acceptance of refugees in 

Council Selects 
District Map 
continued from front page

Map 111 was submitted by this writer 
and was not discussed by Council. Maps 
112 and 114 were created by demogra-
pher Dr. Justin Levitt. Map 112 was sup-
ported by a few speakers in place of map 
110 because it maintained the horizontal 
District 3 (D3) that includes CSUF and 
Fullerton College (FC) like 110. 

Map 114 is a re-work of map 108 sub-
mitted by community member Raymond 
Gandara and map 106 proposed by RAC 
member John Seminara (Mayor Pro Tem 
Whitaker’s appointee). In 114, D3 is ori-
ented vertically, following the 57 free-
way, and includes CSUF but not 
Fullerton College (FC). 

An online petition to bring back map 
110 was submitted to the City Council 
with 110 signers; the ACLU submitted a 
letter in favor of map 110, and Kayla 
Asato from OC Environmental Justice 
said almost all maps have a Latino plu-
rality Citizen Voting Age Population 
(CVAP) in D4 and D5, but map 110 had 
the most impact for renters and low-
income and housing-insecure people in 
D3. In all, 10 speakers at the hearing 
requested that the Council consider map 
110. 

RAC Chair Sebourn called in to 
explain that Map 114 “Didn’t seem to 
split communities of interest” and Map 
110 “had issues” so they recommended 
112 because it kept FC and CSUF 

Dr. Lulia Kononenko Hoban 
PHOTO COURTESY OF FULLERTON COLLEGE

The Council  
Voted 3-2  

(Jung, Whitaker, 
and Dunlap)  

to select map 114.

together like 110 but was “better bal-
anced.” 

Another RAC member, Dr. Jody 
Vallejo recommended that the Council 
consider Map 112 because it is “closest 
to the map created by the community 
(110).” 

Silva made a motion to select map 112 
because it had received support from the 
community and the commission.  

Mayor Jung “encouraged” Silva to not 

compromise if he preferred map 110. 
Silva said he was respecting the decision 
of the commission and made no change 
to his motion. His motion was later sec-
onded by Councilmember Zahra. 

Councilmember Dunlap gave his 
opinion that those who spoke in favor of 
map 110 were “special interest groups,” 
and that the city was too small to “carve 
it up.” He said map 114 was the “most 
straightforward” map while some maps 
are the “definition of gerrymandering.” 
Dunlap made a motion to approve map 
114. 

Whitaker agreed that 114 is “compact 
and comprehensible” and admitted the 
boundaries he approved in 2016 were 
difficult to comprehend. He said the 
“key to map 114” is that the community 

of interest flanking the 57 freeway 
would otherwise be orphaned or strand-
ed. He seconded Dunlap’s motion for 
114. 

Mayor Jung asked the demographer if 
maps 111, 112, and 114 all meet the 
State and federal guidelines. Then he 
asked for the Asian American Citizen 
Voting Age Population of D1 in maps 
111, 112, and 114. Levitt responded that 
the numbers were 53%, 52%, and 56%, 
respectively. Jung immediately called 
for a vote and 114 was approved. 

Maps may still be submitted for con-
sideration by Council. For map submis-
sion deadline, e-mail districtelec-
tions@cityoffullerton.com or call (714) 
738-6350.

Europe. When asked about what 
Ukraine needs right now, she said, 
“More military support…. If Ukraine 
doesn’t continually receive military sup-
port, then they will be erased…”  

Professor Jodi Balma also emphasized 
that we need to see the same response to 
every act of imperial aggression around 
the world, not just in Europe. 

The conversation turned toward men-
tal health and Dr. Hoban shared how she 
is coping with the situation. She’s focus-
ing on providing help and support in 
whatever ways she can in order to help 
Ukrainians. Instead of following the 
news continuously, she’s choosing to 
focus on actions she can take to help 
refugees and those people stuck in the 
country. 

For her closing statement, Dr. Hoban 
said that a possible solution to this con-
flict would start with a ceasefire and 
then a diplomatic way to save Ukrainian 
sovereignty while allowing Putin to save 
face on the international stage. Her hope 
is that in a year from today, March of 
2023, she would want to visit Kyiv again 
and for all of it to still be standing with-
out fear, and with joy.



50. ___ Kosh B'gosh 
52. "___ in Space: The Anais Nin 
Literary Journal" 
54. Farsi speaker 
55. Strike, biblically 
56. Letter-shaped opening 
57. Limerick, e.g. 
58. ___ no good 
60. Swiss abstractionist Paul 
61. 2022, for example 
63. Word before lion, level or legs
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1. Group that votes together 
5. "Me, too!" 
10. Little of "The Wire" 
14. Wealthy 
15. "___ Johnny!" 
16. Pepsi, for one 
17. 1975 Wimbledon winner 
18. Exceed 
19. Male turkeys 
20. *2008 sci-fi film 
23. Slangy refusal 
24. Claw into 
25. "Let's Make ___" 
27. Killer whales 
30. Ottoman, e.g. 
33. Local politicians Kenneth, James 
and Janice 
36. Saturn vehicles? 
38. Liver or kidney 
39. Ripen 
40. *1984 sci-fi film 

42. "White Lotus" airer 
43. Blue eyes or baldness, e.g. 
45. Rod's companion 
46. Salt Lake City collegians 
47. Carousel figures 
49. Simon of Duran, Duran 
51. "Is ___ threat?" 
53. Court stat 
57. Stop on a crawl 
59. They're magically delicious, and 
can be found at the starts of the starred 
answers 
62. Magnum ___ (greatest work) 
64. Popular type of 71-Across 
65. Peacock's pride 
66. Raison d'___ 
67. "My concern is..." 
68. Opposite of exo- 
69. "___ Lisa" 
70. Tractor maker 
71. Eating plan 

1. Leaflike flower part 
2. Fine cotton thread 
3. Golfer Lorena who was inducted in 
the World Golf Hall of Fame in 2017 
4. Shell competitor 
5. Quicker route 
6. Egg, in Paris 
7. Intro drawing class 
8. Play by Euripides 
9. Tristan's love 
10. World Series mo. 
11. *2016 coming-of-age film 
12. ___ mater 
13. Impulsive 
21. Droopy feature of a cocker 
spaniel 
22. Fiend 
26. Tax mo. 
28. At a distance 
29. The New Yorker cartoonist 
Edward 
31. "Hurlyburly" playwright David 
32. 1940's-50's All-Star ___ Slaughter 
33. "Hell ___ no fury..." 
34. Farm prefix 
35. *1986 romantic comedy 
37. Hook's mate 
40. Take the wrong way? 
41. Type of tuna 
44. Suffix with bull or bear 
46. Not satisfied 
48. Not very bright 

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 
“FORTUNATELY” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)

DOWN

ACROSS

Eatery isn’t monkeying around

by Brady Rhoades 
 
You want to like Monkey Business 

Cafe because it’s a non-profit that helps 
young people who’ve been knocking 
around in the foster care system. 

And I did appreciate it.  
My wife and I have driven by Monkey 

Business, 301 E. Amerige Ave. in 
Fullerton, for years, and finally ducked 
in for breakfast on a recent Sunday. 

The cafe was spacious and crowded 
on the inside, but there are three outdoor 
tables and it was warm and breezy so we 
took our seats beneath a canopy of green 
vines.  

I ordered the veggie omelette with 
wheat toast and a cup of fruit. Veggies 
included onions, peppers, and mush-
rooms with a sheathing of Monterey 
Jack cheese. The omelette was sizable, 
skillfully cooked and the right price at 
$12. 

The toast was cold, however. It’s the 
only part of the meal that went side-
ways. You’ve got to get on-point with 
the bread, Monkey Business!   

My wife had the traditional breakfast 
(scrambled eggs, waffles, bacon, toast). 
All delicious, but especially the bacon, 
she said. Crispy on the out, juicy on the 
in. $13. 

Monkey Business is known for its 
stacked waffles and burgers, which I'll 
try in the future. Most everything is 
priced in the $10-13 range.  

Cafe serves good grub, money goes to worthy cause
The cafe is the brainchild of Hart 

Community Homes, which operates two 
residential treatment homes in Orange 
for boys 13-18. Most of the boys at the 
homes have experienced abuse, parental 
alcoholism and drug addiction, family 
mental illness, neglect, and abandon-
ment. 

According to a 1999-2000 Orange 
County Grand Jury report, 50 percent of 
the County’s foster youth who had been 
emancipated at 18 were unemployed 
and homeless. 

The goal for the cafe is to employ and 
train foster kids-turned-adults after 
they’ve left the system.  

"Our goal is to prepare individuals to 
successfully transition to permanent 
employment in the food industry or 
related field,” reads a mission statement 
on Hart’s website. 

Revenues are reinvested into opera-
tions to support workforce training and 
mentoring. 

Monkey Business was a win-win 
experience. Good eats and a good feel-
ing when I paid the check. 

QUICK TAKE: 
Monkey Business Cafe 

301 E Amerige Ave, Fullerton 
714-526-2922 or  

monkeybusinesscafe.org. 
MENU ITEMS: Breakfasts (including 

the popular stacked waffles), burgers, 
sandwiches, salads and starters such as 
pulled pork fries and loaded potato.

Breakfast options. 
PHOTO BY BRADY RHOADES

FARM TO TABLE: Monkey Business Cafe  
in partnership with the Fullerton Arboretum 

The cool, crisp peppers, juicy tomatoes and pungent lemon basil that you 
experience with Monkey Business' innovative fare are among the fresh pro-
duce they grow only three miles away at the beautiful Fullerton Arboretum on 
the grounds of Cal State Fullerton. 

Monkey Business Mobile Cafe bring the Café to you.  
Call Monkey Business Mobile  for ordering: (714) 853-9479 

Call for Booking/Reservations: (714) 526-2729 or (949) 290-6134
SALES 

MANAGER  
Plan, direct, or coordinate 
the distribution of the 
product.  

Bachelor's degree in 
Business, Sales or related. 

 
  Send resume to 

Ace Packaging Inc. 
499 Nibus St. #E, 
Brea, CA 92821.
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Photo Quiz  
Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

Last issue: Where is this bench 
and why is it there? First correct 
answer was from Eddie, who knew 
it was the sandstone bench on the 
corner of Commonwealth and 
Highland. The story I heard was the 
son of a doctor whose house was 
there built the bench. It was moved 
in 2014 to save it from being 
crushed by two 74-year-old Cypress 
trees on either side of it.  

This issue:  
Where is  
this  
and  
what is its  
function?

When the “Renaissance” of our down-
town began, spurred on by the 1987 
Whittier Narrows earthquake that threat-
ened to cause many of our buildings to 
be red tagged, some buildings that sat 
untouched for decades suddenly had 
new life. Coats of paint, new signage, 
window treatments all the way to com-
plete remodels took place as earthquake 
retrofits were mandated and a sleepy and 
tired downtown sprang back to life. It 
has been some time since that all hap-
pened, and some new rehab and beauti-
fication is now taking place on one of 
our main intersections. 

The above rendering shows what the 

northeast corner of Harbor and 
Commonwealth will look like after the 
major renovations are complete. “We’re 
investing in the community for genera-
tions to come,” said Mario Marovic, 
who purchased the buildings in 2017. 

You may have noticed the reclaimed 
brick façade and architectural wood 
paneling, but now you can see much 
more of what is planned. A cantilevered 
iron pedestrian canopy, new paint and 
awnings, new windows and storefronts, 
an outdoor dining patio near the parking 
lot behind the buildings, and additional 
projects are scheduled. All are expected 
to be completed by mid 2022. 

More Baseball 
The Major League lockout has been settled, but the delay continues as Spring 

Training is now taking place. While waiting for opening day, many are watching 
college baseball on sports networks. We will have interior photos soon, but the 
$15.1 million project to upgrade the Cal State Fullerton baseball and softball club-
houses at Goodwin Field has not been signed off, so for now, some exterior shots 
will do (see above and below). 

Augie Garrido
This imposing statue graces the 

entrance now, and you can see by the 
stats why the former Titans baseball 
coach is being honored. Our Titans can 
compete with the best baseball pro-
grams in the country due in large part to 
what Augie was able to do in his many 
years here. Our softball teams also com-
pete at the highest level and will now 
have one of the best clubhouses on the 
west coast. 

If you ever attended a game before 
Goodwin Field was built, you know 
how much the program grew under 
Augie’s leadership, so this local icon 
will be remembered for a very long 
time, reminding all Titan fans just how 
the team gained national acclaim. The 
workers out front said the project is vir-
tually complete and should be signed off 
for use within the next couple of weeks. 
In addition, the Wilson Clubhouse has 
also been upgraded and we will head 
back soon to capture images of the lock-
er rooms, offices, conference room, 
study, and food areas. 

Downtown Market 
The oh-so-popular market returns on Thursday, April 7 at 4:30 in our Downtown 

Plaza. Farmer’s Market, craft and food vendors, live music, wine and beer garden 
and of course, lots of Fullerton friends to spend a great time with. See you there. 

In a related good news happening, Art Walk at our Museum Center is on the first 
Friday of the month from 6 to 10pm with live music from 7 to 9:30pm and yes, it is 
FREE. The Gift Shop will be open and of course, you, your family, and friends will 
be there as well. 

Library Storytime 
Have kids 3 to 6 years old? Preschool Storytime is back Thursdays at 

11:15am. Share stories, songs, and have fun. No registration required, and it’s 
FREE. Go to www.fullertonlibrary.org or call (714) 738-6338 for more info.  

Spring Back
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Grading What a Student Knows 
Instead of What They Do by Vivien Moreno

A decade-old grading system referred 
to as grading to state standards is often 
compared to traditional grading. Any 
changes to the grading system are ulti-
mately up to teachers, but students, par-
ents, and administrators have agency in 
the process. Before judging any 
changes, a review of why grades were 
originally created and how they are cal-
culated is important to compare the two 
systems.  

According to Joe Feldman in Grading 
for Equity, by the 1950s, traditional 
grading methodology mixed academic 
knowledge with soft skills like organiza-
tion and punctuality to help employers 
sort potential manufacturing workers. 
Learning abilities were static and job 
options were determined by culturally 
defined gender roles and newly formu-
lated IQ tests that controlled higher 
learning and career opportunities. 

Though grading has not changed much 
since the 1970s, public education shifted 
its mission to give all children educa-
tional and career opportunities irrelevant 
of learning challenges, economic, cul-
tural, or language issues. Educators pre-
pare lifelong learners with flexible skills 
to sturdily thrive during ever changing 
social and economic upheavals. Schools 
acknowledge student’s social and emo-
tional needs and provide greater funding 
for mental health support. Grading 
needs to catch up.  

As Dr. Sonje Berg, Principal of Buena 
Park High School told me, “Grading to 
the standards has teachers grading stu-
dents on what they know, not on what 
they do.” He explained that he supports 
when his teachers embrace this system 
while respecting their ownership of their 
grading process. As Doug Reeves stated 
during a recent webinar, “grading is 
feedback to improve teaching and learn-
ing.” It should be fair, accurate, timely, 
and specific. (Edsource Webinar, The 
Future of Grading) Grading to the stan-
dards includes shifting the scale, grading 
student knowledge, mandates retakes, 
and rubrics for each unit. (Feldman, 
www.gradingforequity.org) 

In traditional grading, a student who 
receives 60% or less fails. A student 
receiving one failing project or test 
grade finds it almost impossible to pass 
a class. Many students give up and miss 
out on valuable learning time. When a 
teacher shifts the grading scale to equal-
ize the importance of each level students 
can stay engaged. 

Grading students on what they know 
and not what they do means grading on 
content acquisition through final unit 
projects/tests. Teachers no longer grade 
homework, attendance, or class partici-
pation. Grades reflect a student’s mas-
tery of state standards. Students learn in 
many ways and grading them on their 
performance of a singular learning 
process disadvantages children who 
function poorly in more historic educa-
tional settings. Dr. Berg mentioned that 
many teachers using this type of grading 
find that students figure out that home-
work supports their learning of the 
material, and attending class is not as 
onerous since they are not taken to task 
for not turning in homework, so teachers 

are experiencing less student cheating 
and absences. 

Integrated retesting is mandatory 
when students fail to show subject profi-
ciency. A student receiving a “C” or 
below receives tutoring, and retakes 
tests on areas of misunderstanding. 
Once teachers reorganize their tests to 
align with their rubrics, pinpointing 
areas where a student needs additional 
support becomes well-defined. Making 
retakes available to all students allevi-
ates the pressure to perfect a standard 
the first time and removes another 
incentive to cheat. Teachers of similar 
subject areas work together to create 
rubrics for each standard unit. 

Rubrics identify specific skills or 
knowledge that determines student mas-
tery of a standard into equal grading lev-
els. Administrators can support teachers 
to work together to create rubrics. 
Rubrics are shared with families com-
municating a pathway for student suc-
cess. Rubrics remove student negotia-
tions since each mastery level is clearly 
defined while also answering the peren-
nial teacher question, “What did these 
kids learn last year?” Rubrics are organ-
ic documents that teachers reassess to 
make learning relevant for students. 

Many teachers recognize that tradi-
tional grading does not always reflect 
student achievement, but have little data 
revealing where issues exist. Teachers 
compensate with extra credit, moving 
the curve, and other tricks still leaving 
some students hopelessly underserved. 
A world of changing career and educa-
tion opportunities requires flexibility 
and a system based on comparison, 
averages, and fundamental failure seems 
to be failing our students and our teach-
ers. As a parent, you can ask your child’s 
teacher, “what did my child know about 
this subject and what did they fail to 
show you that they know?” As a com-
munity member, the next time grading 
comes up, start the discussion by asking 
if they mean a system where students are 
graded by what they know or what they 
do. Grading students by what they know 
in a safe environment may end up facil-
itating the most resilient and flexible 
generation of lifelong learners yet. 

Resources 
Interview: Dr. Sonje Berg, Principal 

Buena Park High School, FJUHSD, 28 
February 2022. 

Feldman, Joe, Grading for Equity, 
www.gradingforequity.org 

The Future of Grading When Failure is 
Not an Option, EdSource Roundtable 
Webinar, www.edsource.org/broad-
casts/the-future-of-grading-when-fail-
ure-is-not-an-option  8 December 2021 

California League of Schools 
Elementary Teacher of the Year

Maple Elementary School teacher 
Veronica Krause was selected as 
California Elementary Educator of the 
Year by the California League of 
Schools at its annual conference in 
Monterey. 

Ms. Krause teaches third grade at 
Maple. Earlier this year, she was chosen 
as Elementary Educator of the Year for 
Region 11, which includes Orange and 
Los Angeles Counties. Krause was 
selected among all entries in the state of 
California and is in consideration for the 
national honor later this year. 

Ms. Krause spoke about the impor-
tance of building trusting relationships 
with her students and families. She 
spoke about the impact of her champi-
ons, her parents and her teachers, who 
instilled in her the importance of work-
ing hard to achieve goals and helping 
others. 

“I am thrilled that CLS chose Ms. 
Krause for this award, because she 
inspires the entire Maple Community 
each and every day. She is hardworking, 
caring, extremely talented, and she is on 

a mission to transform her students’ 
lives through education,” shared Maple 
School Principal, Anthony Abney. 

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling (714) 870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

           FJUHSD MASK MANDATE UPDATE 
FJUHSD Superintendent, Dr. Steve McLaughlin announced that starting March 

12, all students, staff, and attendees will have the option to wear a mask for school 
indoor and outdoor events in all venues. Dr. McLaughlin reminded everyone to 
respect the optional part of the lifted restrictions and to make all people comfortable 
with their choice whether to wear a mask or not. 

In addition to this lifted mask mandate, starting March 12, athletes will no longer 
be required to submit COVID tests for participation purposes. Masks will be option-
al, not mandated, in all athletic indoor settings and during transportation to and from 
venues. These lifted mandates follow CDPH guidelines.

Congratulations to Fullerton College 
Semifinalists for Cooke Scholarship
The Jack Kent Cooke 

Foundation announced the semifi-
nalists for its highly competitive 
Cooke Undergraduate Transfer 
Scholarship. The semifinalists 
from Fullerton College are: Gina 
Houston, Jessica King, Abri 
Magdaleno, and Jessica Susanto. 

Through this award, the 
Foundation supports high-achiev-
ing community college students 
with financial need seeking to 
complete their bachelor’s degrees 
at selective four-year institutions. 
This year’s 440 semifinalists were 

chosen from a pool of more than 
1,200 applicants attending 180 
community colleges in 35 states. 

The Undergraduate Transfer 
Scholarship recipients will be 
announced by early May. 

Cooke Transfer Scholars are 
selected based on their exceptional 
academic ability and achievement, 
financial need, persistence, serv-
ice, and leadership. Students must 
be currently enrolled in communi-
ty college or recent alumni. 

To learn more visit 
www.jkcf.org.

Veronica Krause  
PHOTO COURTESY OF  

FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT



Here is the history 
of Pi Day, as well as 
some fun activities 
you can do to celebrate pi. The number 
pi has been studied carefully for the past 
4,000 years by some of the world’s most 
renowned mathematicians, including 
Isaac Newton and Fibonacci. The first 
person to identify the number was 
Archimedes, a Greek mathematician 
who used many shapes to calculate the 
number. After this great discovery, 
many people started to explore the num-
ber and attempt to find more digits of it 
to make it more exact. For the next 
1,800 years, pi was vigorously studied 
and has been improved a ton since its 
first discovery. It was given the name pi 
and its corresponding Greek symbol in 
the 1600s. The letter pi is the first letter 
of the Greek word perimetros, meaning 
circumference, so that is how the num-
ber’s name originated. 

Because of its extensive history and 
interesting properties, Pi Day was made 
a national holiday in 1988, and ever 
since then people around the world cel-
ebrate the number in many different 
ways, including eating a pie. piday.org

Meet Lucy, an 
adorable one-and-a-
half Vizsla mix who’s 
ready to melt your 

heart. Lucy has an amazing grin and an 
optimistic personality that will definite-
ly cheer your heart. She, like most 
canines, loves treats and looks forward 
to playtime. She enjoys vigorous jogs, 
exhausting hikes, and stretches her legs 
outside as much as she can. Lucy makes 
an awesome exercise buddy who also 
knows when it’s time to just stop…and 
breathe. Chilling on a bean bag is a fave. 
Her floppy ears are the perfect touch and 

FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

Meet Lucy

ANIMAL ID: A1737159

Q: How many tigers are there left and why are they endangered? 
A: It is estimated that there are 3,500 tigers remaining in the wild, worldwide. 

Tigers face constant pressure from poaching, retaliatory killings, and habitat 
loss. They are forced to compete for space with dense, growing human popu-
lations.  

Some interesting facts about tigers are that they love to swim and play in the 
water. Another fun fact is that tigers have fake eyes, called ocelli, on the back 
of their ears. They have fur uncannily shaped like eyes so that it looks like the 
tiger is staring at you…even though it’s not. Tigers eat sambar deer, wild pigs, 
water buffalo and antelope.

Endangered Animal Trivia

the way she plops on the ground and rolls in the grass is irresistible. Though she may 
be a little shy at first, this girl is quick and eager to give love and affection to humans 
she trusts. Due to her energetic personality, Lucy would do best in an active, adult-
only home, where she can be the only pet.  

Interested in meeting Lucy?  
Call (714)-935-6848 to set up an appointment or visit www.ocpetinfo.com 

Once again, the 
UN report on cli-
mate change 
released two weeks 

ago serves as an urgent reminder for us 
to act now or risk experiencing the seri-
ous consequences of climate change 10 
to 20 years from now when many of us 
are still in school.  Although recycling, 
reusing, and reducing has yielded 
mediocre results, according to the 
Stockholm Resilience Centre, everyone 
should still care and must do their part to 
save the environment. The world is 
overheated by an average of 1.2 Celsius 
(34.1 F), which according to 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (0ct 2021), is equivalent to 5 
Hiroshima atomic bombs being dropped 
into the water. The greatest impact most 
people have been able to contribute dur-
ing the pandemic inadvertently is by not 
polluting the skies with the ban on air 
travel. An hour flight can produce 250 

kg of C02 emission, 
which is equivalent to 
using over 62,500 plas-
tic bags. The fact that many people 
stayed local for the past two and a half 
years due to the pandemic saved nature. 
Personally, I have been on hikes every 
month with a group to pick up trash on 
Hiltscher Park’s trail and committed to 
refrain from using plastic straws. My 
family, like others, limit the use of hot 
water if not needed, and use reusable 
water bottles instead of plastic bottles. 
In my class, I have noticed that 32 out of 
34 students also use reusable bottles or 
thermoses. My generation is slowly 
impacting the world in small ways. 
There is always a silver lining to all sit-
uations; biking, walking, exercising, 
recycling, picking up litter have helped 
the environment.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/02/28/ 
climate/climate-change-ipcc-un-

report.html

Do you enjoy math? The majority of 
students will probably say no, but the 
ones who do enjoy the complex subject, 
myself included, will definitely enjoy 
this fun celebration. Today, March 14, is 
officially recognized as Pi Day. During 
this date, we recognize and honor the 
number pi, a strange number that repre-
sents the ratio of a circle’s circumfer-
ence to its diameter. 

It is so special not only because it is 
represented by a Greek letter, but also 
because it is irrational, meaning that it 
does not end or contain a repeating pat-
tern. Pi Day is celebrated on March 14 
because its first three digits are 3.14, 
which is that date. However, it contains 
31 trillion more digits past the decimal 
point and even more that have not been 
discovered yet. 

Today’s latest trend on TikTok fea-
tures a unique beauty hack with an even 
more unique name — SLUGGING. 
Garnering nearly 200M views, videos 
under “#slugging” have been taking the 
world by storm. This beauty technique 
includes a simple addition of an occlu-
sive product such as Vaseline, CeraVe’s 
Healing Ointment or Aquaphor to a 
nighttime skincare routine. It claims that 
by creating a physical barrier on the 
skin, these agents minimize water loss 
and promote skin hydration — allegedly 
the perfect solution for dry skin types or 
eczema-prone individuals. By sealing in 

moisturizing proper-
ties, by the morning, 
the skin should give 
off a plump, glowy appearance. Perhaps 
the secret behind this technique’s mas-
sive popularity lies in its affordable 
price. Try it out and see for yourself. Is 
it worth the hype or is it another deceiv-
ing internet sham? 
https://www.cnn.com/2022/02/24/cnn-

underscored/slugging-skin-
care/index.html 

https://www.elle.com/beauty/makeup-
skin-care/a39263305/what-is-slugging-

skincare/ 

flower’s stem at an 
angle. This increases 
the surface area and 
allows the blossoms 
to absorb more water. 
Finally, never grow a 
vase of flowers without cleaning the 
water. After a couple of days, replenish 
the old water with fresh water to avoid 
any germs. Furthermore, check daily to 
see if the water looks dirty. If so, remove 
the flowers and drain out the old water. 
Then, clean the vase, refill it with new 
water, and stick the flowers back in. If 
possible, use a clear vase to be able to 
easily check on your flowers. 

Sources: 
www.longfield-

gardens.com/article/How-To-Make- 
Cut-Flowers-Last-Longer 

 
greenfreshflorals.com/blogs/flora-

blog/6-tricks-florists-use!

WHAT’S TRENDING by Irene, 10th grade
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BOOK REVIEW by Katie, 10th grade 

AMAZING LIFE HACKS by Tegan, 4th grade

Long Lasting  
Cut Flowers

Spring is a wonderful time to enjoy 
cut flowers and here is a simple hack to 
keep them alive and healthy. Make sure 
that the vase, as well as the water inside, 
is very clean to minimize the growth of 
bacteria. Next, be sure to trim the 

Clues to the Universe 
by Christina Li 

published January 12, 2021 • Fiction • Rating: 4 stars
 Clues to the Universe has been on my 

to-read list since last year, and it deliv-
ered. Set in the 1980s, it follows two 
seventh graders, Ro and Benji, who 
unexpectedly find friendship in one 
another through science and comics. Ro 
is still grieving the loss of her father, 
while Benji is wondering where his own 
father is. The exploration of grief and 
healing in this story is crafted so tender-
ly, and Li’s portrayal of loss sent pangs 
of sadness through me all the while. Li 
handles the topic with care and in a way 
that is still palatable to younger readers 
but will tug at your heartstrings nonethe-
less. 

Benji and Ro’s relationship was one 

Put it to the Test

LET’S CELEBRATE by Mateo, 8th grade

Pi Day is March 14

HELP SAVE OUR PLANET by Declan, 6th grade 

We must act NOW

that I was invested in from the very start, and I rooted for them the whole way. They 
go through ups and downs, but at the end, they always put their friendship first—it 
is such a sweet thing, and something that we should fight to keep. They pick each 
other up and piece together clues to the universe, together.



THURS MARCH 24 
• 7:30pm John Guastaferro $30 
Spanish guitar, Flamenco, and Jazz. 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center (714) 
738-6595 info@themuck.org 1201 W. 
Malvern Ave, Fullerton 
 

THURS MARCH 31 
• 7:30pm Beth Sussman $30 
Featuring music by Black composers  
Muckenthaler Cultural Center (714) 
738-6595 info@themuck.org 1201 W. 
Malvern Ave, Fullerton

A Slice of Orange with Jodi Balma 
https://rss.com/podcasts/sliceoforange/ 

 
Observing Fullerton  

https://rss.com/podcasts/ 
observingfullerton/ 

 
Voice of OC 

https://voiceofoc.org/podcast/

Maverick Theatre  
110 E Walnut Ave, Ste B, Fullerton  

(714) 526-7070  
https://mavericktheater.com 

•Fri, March 18 & 25 @ 8pm 
• Sat, March 19 & 26 @ 8pm 
• Sun, March 20 & 27 @  6pm 
•Fri, April 8, 15 & 22 @ 8pm 
• Sat, April 2, 9, 16 & 23 @ 8pm 
• Sun, April 3, 10 & 17 @  6pm
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THIRD SAT OF EVERY MONTH  
• 9am Friends of Coyote Hills 

Adopt-a-Park: Park and meet  in the 
lower parking lot of Sunny Hills Church 
of Christ,  2255 N Euclid Street, 
Fullerton. Bring family & friends to 
keep Coyote Hills beautiful.  www.coy-
otehills.org

Outdoor Fun

THROUGH– MARCH 28, 2022 FREE 
• Monday through Thursday 10am-
12pm & 2-4pm 
Chris Sickels Artist in Residence  
Fullerton College 321 E. Chapman Ave, 
Fullerton  (714) 992-7000  
chenke@fullcoll.edu 

 
THROUGH - MARCH 28 

• 12pm - 8pm Thurs & 12pm - 4pm 
Fri, Sat, Sun: José Guadalupe 
Posada: The Iconic Printmaker and 
his Legacy in Popular Culture $10 
Fullerton Museum Center 301 N 
Pomona Ave Fullerton (714) 738-6545 
info@fullertonmuseum.com 

 
THROUGH– APRIL 17 

• 10am-2pm Shipwrecks: Duty of 
Memory Photography by Stefano 
Benazzo of wrecks of ships and boats, 
stranded on shores all over the world. 

Muckenthaler Cultural Center 
 (714) 738-6595 info@themuck.org 

1201 W. Malvern Ave, Fullerton 

 
THROUGH– MAY 21 

• 11am – 4pm Tue - Thurs & Sat 
Ann Phong: Re-Evaluating Normal 
Through expressive abstraction, Phong 
transforms her paintings into an invita-
tion to pause, think, and recalibrate how  
we co-exist. Re-Evaluating Normal 
prompts us to re-imagine building a bet-
ter normal.  
CSUF Begovich Gallery 800 N State 
College Blvd, Fullerton (657) 278-3471

Farmers Market
•  Every Wednesday 8:30am-12:30pm: 
Fullerton’s Certified Farmers 
Market. Shop for fresh fruit, vegeta-
bles, & more. Fullerton Community 
Center - 340 W. Commonwealth Ave. 

Art Shows

Live Music
THURS MARCH 17 

• 7:30pm Sligo Rags $30 
Celtic Folk (and so much more) with a 
decidedly bluegrass attitude.                 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center (714) 
738-6595 info@themuck.org 1201 W. 
Malvern Ave, Fullerton 

 
SAT MARCH 19 & APRIL 2 

• 7pm: The Ron Kobayashi Trio. The 
best jazz group in Orange County will 
be at Les Amis, 128 W Wilshire Ave. 
 

Audiobooks

All you need to listen is a computer, a 
library card, & choose a book to listen 
to. https://fullerton.overdrive.com 

FREE audiobooks at: 
•  Librivox https://librivox.org 

•  Project Gutenberg https://www.guten-
berg.org/browse/categories/1

Local Podcasts

Known for their adrenalized performances, original compositions,  
and notorious music videos, Greg Anderson and Elizabeth Joy Roe  
are revolutionizing the piano duo experience for the 21st century. 

Fullerton Friends of Music presents 
 

Anderson & Roe Piano Duo
April 3 at 3:30pm 

 
Venue to be Announced 

 
All concerts are free.  

For your safety, masks & proof  
of vaccination will be required.  

fullertonfriendsofmusic.org   
(714) 993-0326 or (562) 691-7437
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by Jesse La Tour 
 
After a difficult couple of years during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the Fullerton 
Museum Center (FMC) is helping keep 
the arts alive in Fullerton through its art 
exhibits and monthly Art Walk events, 
which feature live poetry and music. 

Art Walk at FMC takes place on the 
first Friday of every month. The gal-
leries are open from 6 to 10pm with free 
admission. In addition to the exhibits, 
visitors can also listen to and participate 
in “Light the Mic” live music and poetry 
performances from 7 to 9:30pm in the 
Museum’s historic auditorium. 

On Friday evening, March 4, visitors 
were invited to enjoy the Museum’s cur-
rent exhibit, “José Guadalupe Posada: 
The Iconic Printmaker and his Legacy in 
Popular Culture” as well as live poetry 
performances by Felicia Taylor E and 
Juanita Zavaleta, to kick off Women’s 
History Month. 

Felicia Taylor E read from her recent-
ly-published book Southern Spiced: A 
Brown Girl’s Tale, a mini memoir that 
shares stories about her life growing up 
in the 1970s South. Her powerful read-
ing focused on family history, food, 
community, and dealing with her experi-
ences of racism. 

Juanita Zavaleta is a first-generation 
Mexican American writer and poet. Her 
poetry reading featured reflections on 
her complex relationships with her 
mother and grandmother, two strong 
women who impacted her life. 

The “Light the Mic” event was hosted 
by musician Shanelle Darlene and poet 
Guido Mendoza, who also shared their 
works. The event also featured an “open 

Art Walk Lives 
on at Fullerton 

Museum Center

mic” component, in which visitors were 
encouraged to share their own poetry 
and music, and many did. There was a 
guitar trio, a ukulele performance, and 
more. 

Many artists have found new inspira-
tion during the pandemic, and this was 
on full display at the FMC. 

To learn more about this and other 
events visit  

www.fullertonmuseumcenter.com.

Above: Felicia Taylor E reads her  
poetry at the Fullerton Museum Center. 
Below: A ukulele performance during 

the open mic event.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

Seldom do foreign language films 
make it to Hollywood’s list of ten 
Academy Award nominations for best 
movie. But Drive my Car appears on 
that list, having already won for best 
screenplay at the Cannes Film Festival 
and best picture prizes from New York 
and Los Angeles film critics associa-
tions. Whether moviegoers will be as 
enthusiastic about this film remains to 
be seen. 

Director and co-screenwriter Ryusuke 
Hamaguchi adapted this movie from a 
short story by Haruki Murakami in a 
collection entitled “Men without 
Women.” One of the problems with  this 
adaptation is that the movie is three 
hours long and, even with material bor-
rowed from two other stories in the same 
collection, the plot seems attenuated as 
we move into the film’s third hour. 

The car in the title belongs to 
actor/director Yusukee Kafuku 
(Hidetoshi Nishijima), who is married to 
successful screenwriter Oto (Reika 
Kirishima). She gets her creative inspi-
ration during and after sex and we first 
meet this couple post coitus as they spin 
a story line together in the dusk of a 
Tokyo evening. We also learn the source 
of a sadness that lingers over this couple 
after the loss of their only child. But Oto 
is clear that she is not interested in hav-
ing another. 

Kafuku learns his lines for the plays in 
which he appears by creating a tape, 
with Oto reading the female roles, then 
listening to that tape as he drives his 
impeccably kept, older, red Saab 
through Tokyo traffic. One day he 
returns home and finds Oto lifeless on 
the floor of their apartment, having died 
of a cerebral hemorrhage. Devastated by 
this second loss in his life, Kafuku final-
ly moves to less congested Hiroshima, 
where he will direct a play. 

Hiroshima has an active theater life 
and Kafuku has been hired to direct a 
multi-lingual production of Chekhov’s 

“Uncle Vanya.” He auditions the actors, 
who speak Japanese, Mandarin, Korean, 
and he is surprised but pleased when one 
of them auditions in Korean sign lan-
guage. The production company has a 
clause within their contract that requires 
the director to have a driver. With that 
non-negotiable requirement, Kafuku 
reluctantly hands over the keys to his 
Saab to twenty-three-year-old profes-
sional chauffeur Misaki (Toko Miura), 
who proves to be not only an excellent 
driver but also respectful of  his privacy 
as he sits in the back seat and listens to 
the tape of “Uncle Vanya.” 

One of the strengths of Drive my Car 
consists of the long sequences in which 
we watch the many rehearsals of “Uncle 
Vanya,” a drama filled with the dynam-
ics of interpersonal relationships, made 
even more pivotal with each character 
speaking Chekov’s words in a different 
language.  Kafuku tells his actors to 
believe in the words, the emotions, and 
the intensity of Anton Chekhov, who 
even in translation can be cathartic and 
life-changing. We watch the actors 
evolve under the spell of participating in 
this drama. 

Even Kafuku changes as he listens to 
the tapes each day in the Saab and 
directs the rehearsals. The words also 
work their magic on Misaki, a young 
woman who has known sadness and 
some guilt in her life. With the play now 
in its performance phase and receiving 
the praise of enthusiastic audiences, 
Kafuku moves into the passenger seat 
and the two of them find solace in 
exploring moments of their past lives 
that carry some pain, some sorrow, and a 
modicum of regret. 

“Drive my Car” is a film that moves 
slowly but not predictably. Its quiet 
strength and leisurely pace will appeal to 
some moviegoers but not all. The movie 
appears in some theaters and is also 
streaming on HBO Max.  It, of course, 
has subtitles.

DRIVE MY CAR: A Hit and a Miss 
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North Orange County Hiking Trails  
Have Green Hills and a Gas Pipeline

One of the best views of Orange 
County can be seen on a hiking trail that 
starts in an ordinary neighborhood. 
Located at the end of Rimcrest Drive in 
Yorba Linda (just north of Yorba Linda 
High School), the Rimcrest Trail Head 
splits three ways. The Telegraph Canyon 
Trail is a narrow hike down into a 
canyon. The Diemer Trail, a wider path-
way, rolls across a couple of hills before 
hitting Glider Point, which is close to an 
equestrian parking area. Lastly, the 
South Ridge Trail, which is at a higher 
elevation, provides spectacular 
panoramic views of Orange County, 
eventually leading to San Juan Hill 
where there is a marker at the boundary 
of Orange and Riverside counties. All 
three pathways are well-maintained and 
easy to follow, providing views of one 
of the largest undeveloped areas in 
North Orange County. 

Parking and walking uphill on 
Rimcrest Drive, I saw signage informing 
visitors that there’s no parking in the 
neighborhood from 7pm to 8am. Upon 
entering the dirt trailhead and turning a 
corner, I found myself staring at a gigan-
tic faded yellow SoCal Gas pipeline pro-
truding through the hillside. Bold black 
text on the pipe itself read, “High 
Pressure Gas.” Metal posts warning 
about this specific pipeline are spaced 
throughout the trails; each post is paint-
ed a bright yellow so nobody can miss it. 
There’s a phone number listed on each, 
in case of an emergency such as a gas 
leak. While the surrounding hills were 
relatively green from the rain we 
received last month, a lot of the brush 
next to the pipe was dry and brown. The 

area around the pipe was closed off from 
the trail, surrounded by a barbed wire 
fence attached to some rusty metal posts 
in the ground. 

Past the gas pipeline, a brown sign lets 
visitors know that the trails are closed to 
motorized vehicles. I also 
discovered that the three 
pathways were State park 
property. There was a 
California State Parks sign 
posted at the entryway, 
although the sign didn’t 
specify which State park I 
was entering. I later found, 
after doing research on the 
web, that this was a discrete 
way into the southern-most 
tip of Chino Hills State 
Park. The same yellow sign 
stated that all wildlife and 
plants within the property 
are protected. 

A centrally located wood-
en post with a large brown 
sign marked mileage for 
each trail. It also let visitors know that 
the park is open from sunrise to sunset, 
and that no dogs or e-bikes are allowed 
on the trails, although one man decided 
to bring his dog anyway. The dog nearly 
jumped on a hiker walking by because 
the owner didn’t have a leash. 

I decided to start with the canyon trail. 
It was a dirt path that first meandered 
through patches of high dry brush before 
turning a corner and narrowing as it 
made its way down into Telegraph 
Canyon. Walking through the brush, I 
saw hills in the distance that were still 
green from the rains. On the hillsides 

surrounding the canyon trail, I observed 
green patches with yellow wildflowers 
that were just beginning to bloom; vege-
tation is definitely coming back this 
spring. 

The 0.4-mile stretch of the Telegraph 
Canyon Trail is one of the 
few paths that actually does 
provide shade. At the begin-
ning, it is narrow but rela-
tively flat. Further on, there 
is a sheer drop-off to a sce-
nic canyon below. The hills 
began to look even greener 
as I made my way into the 
canyon. As the trail sloped 
downward, it became grad-
ually steeper. It’s important 
to look where you’re walk-
ing when you’re hiking, 
otherwise you may end up 
tripping, especially if 
you’re clumsy. I also 
noticed a few snake holes 
along the dirt pathway. 
Looking up at the sky, I saw 

a hawk flying overhead. As I came clos-
er to the bottom, I heard a large animal 
crashing through the trees and brush in 
the canyon below (one reason it’s impor-
tant to bring a walking stick or a cane 
with you when you decide to hike in a 
remote wilderness area). I turned back 
around because I didn’t want to find out 
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Telegraph Canyon Trail.

Gas pipeline warning.

what made the noise. 
Back at the main trailhead, I followed 

the arrow pointing to San Juan Hill. This 
pathway wound around the nearby hill-
side. Moving uphill, I looked down at 
the dirt trail extending out from the 
neighborhood and saw where I had 
entered the park. Further along, I was 
able to look out over north and central 
Orange County, a sweeping view that 
went all the way out to the modern 
buildings of the Anaheim train station. 
Continuing on, I encountered a few 
bicyclists as I went around a sharp cor-
ner that overlooked Yorba Linda and all 
the surrounding communities. Reaching 
the top of the first major incline, I 
glanced down into a smaller canyon. 
The trees down in the canyon were just 
beginning to bloom. If I had proceeded 
further, I could have hiked another 3 
miles and climbed the peak of San Juan 
Hill. However, since I had chosen to 
walk on a warmer day, I stopped and 
went back the way I came. I would rec-
ommend planning ahead and bringing 
enough water with you if you do decide 
to take this hike. 

Back in 2020, the Blue Ridge Fire, 
which took 11 days to contain, burned 
8,770 acres or roughly 60% of the land 
in Chino Hills State Park, according to 
an article by the Voice of OC. Many of 
the hills are still bare and there is no 
shade for many miles in the southern 
end of the State park. With warm, dry, 
and windy conditions continuing, these 
types of wildfires seem to be happening 
more and more frequently. However, for 
the time being, the hills have recovered 
and are in full bloom for the start of 
spring.
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Dealing with the Dementia  
of a Loved One by Jo Ann C. Brannock, Ph.D.

As we grow older our body shows its 
wear as well as our brain.  This is the 
natural consequence of aging.  It is said 
that 1 in 3 people over 65 will develop 
some form of dementia, the most com-
mon being Alzheimer’s Disease.   

Dementia is a general term for varying 
degrees of memory behavior caused by 
the dying of brain cells in different parts 
of the brain.  Different parts of the brain 
are related to the various dementias with 
corresponding chemicals.  In general, 
tangles and plaques within the neural 
network of the brain are related to the 
cognitive decline. 

All dementias might start with forget-
ting, such as the loss of car keys and 
what was just said to them. As dementia 
progresses, the person forgets the names 
of friends, places, and what day it is.  
There is decline in orientation, in which 
they get lost even in their own homes. 
Later stages include sleeping most of the 
day, trouble swallowing, loss of control 
over bladder and bowels, and the inabil-
ity to communicate.  Some become bel-
ligerent and aggressive.  Preparing for 
“what-ifs” might be the task to do, but 
take one day at a time is my advice to 
the caregiver.  

It was interesting to watch Tony 
Bennett’s last public performance and 
see the symptoms of dementia in action.  
When he was in the familiar context of 
performing Bennett had very little prob-
lem with singing the words of his songs.  
He even remembered to say Lady 
Gaga’s name without any prompting, 
but when the performance was over he 
showed symptoms of the disease.  Music 
helps the patient with dementia to not 
only sing, but they may also dance to 
music.    

In general, it is important is to keep 
your brain active by socializing, taking a 
college course, doing crossword puz-
zles, playing an instrument, and reading 
books.  If you suspect yourself or some-
one you know to show signs of demen-
tia, consult a medical professional.  
There is no cure, but there are medica-
tions to help slow the cognitive decline. 
Dr. William R. Shankle, a neurological 
specialist of Alzheimer’s Disease, states 
that treatment could “preserve one’s 
ability to do the things they enjoy.” 

How does one  relate to a person with 
dementia?   

Play to their strengths. Memories from 
the past are still remembered early in the 
dementias and photo albums are a great 
way for the individual to experience 
success. 

• Do not try to reason or argue with 
them as to the exactness of what they 
say. 

• Do not let them drive for they lack 
the complex brain activities and quick 
physical responses. 

• Do not take it personally. Go with 
the flow and be patient. 

• Provide dignity: give choices and 
compliment them in their decisions. 

• Do not talk to others in front of them 
about their condition, particularly in the 
early stages they do know something is 
wrong and are embarrassed to hear 
about something they have no control.  

 
Resources 

 
Shankle Clinic, (949) 478-8938 
UCI Health, Senior Health Center, 

(714) 456-7007. 

COVID Update by Adrian Meza

Mask Update 
As of March 1, masks are no longer 

required for unvaccinated individuals, 
but are strongly recommended for all 
individuals in most indoor settings. 
Masks are still required for everyone in 
high transmission settings such as pub-
lic transit, emergency shelters, health 
care settings, correctional facilities, 
homeless shelters, and long-term care 
facilities. For K-12 schools and child-
care facilities, after March 11, masks 
will no longer be required but will be 
strongly recommended.  

Statistics 
Between March 1 and March 11, the 

seven-day average COVID-19 case rate 
in Orange County decreased from 11 to 
6.5 per 100,000 people, and positivity 
rate from 3.7% to 2.9%. 

With numbers taken from OC Health 
Care Agency between March 1 and 
March 11, hospitalization are decreasing 
from 233 to 163, ICU admissions 
decreasing from 35 to 28, and the per-
centage of hospitalized unvaccinated 
people has decreased slightly from 84% 
to 83%. The percentage of ICU unvacci-
nated admits still remains high at 86%. 

In the “Your Health Matters OC 
Episode” (A conversation with HCA 
experts), Dr Clayton Chow raises the 
question, since we now have at-home 
testing (which doesn’t get reported) how 
accurate is the hospitalization data we 
are seeing? To that question, Dr. 
Matthew Zahn responded, “The data is a 
pretty good picture of exactly how much 
disease is happening in Orange County.” 

CDC Issues Update on 
Vaccine Recommendations 
As the HCA continues to focus on 

delivering COVID-19 vaccines and pro-
viding vaccine education to the most 
vulnerable and hard-to-reach communi-
ties, all Orange County residents are 
advised of the latest clinical considera-
tions for vaccines issued by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). 

 

The CDC’s updates include  
the following: 

• An interval of up to eight weeks 
between the first and second dose of 
mRNA vaccines (Pfizer/Comirnaty or 
Moderna/SpikeVax) may be preferable 
for some people ages 12 years and older, 
especially males ages 12 to 39-years-old 
who may be at higher risk for myocardi-
tis.  

• The shorter intervals of three weeks 
(for Pfizer/Comirnaty) and four weeks 
(for Moderna/SpikeVax) between the 
first two doses continue to be recom-
mended for people who are moderately 
or severely immunocompromised, 
adults who are age 65 years and older, 
and others who need rapid protection 
due to increased concern about commu-
nity transmission or risk of severe dis-
ease.  

• Guidance on COVID-19 booster 
shots and additional doses for people 
who are moderately or severely 
immunocompromised and for people 
who received the Johnson & 
Johnson/Janssen vaccine   

• Recommendations for people who 
received passive antibody products for 
COVID-19 treatment on when they can 
get vaccinated  

• Vaccination guidance for people who 
received COVID-19 vaccines outside of 
the U.S.  
Free At Home Rapid Test Available 
Free at-home rapid antigen tests are 

available to order on www.covidtest.gov 
The Government has now added a 

phone number if you need help placing 
an order. Call 1-800-232-0233. These 
tests will give a result within 30 minutes 
and does not need to be dropped off at a 
lab. 

According to www.covidtest.gov 
“Every home in the U.S. is eligible to 
order 4 free at- home COVID- 19 tests. 
Orders will usually ship in 7-12 days.”  

To find a vaccine near you go to: 
myturn.ca.gov or call  

1 (833) 422-4255 
Vaccine.gov 

Othena.com or call (714) 834-2000

IMAGE BY SASKIA KENNEDY

HOMEMADE SUPPLY KIT for DISASTERS  
by Jere Greene (involved with disaster operations since 1993)  

If a disaster were to occur, emergency services could be delayed, therefore it 
is important to have basic supplies within easy reach to keep your household 
safe. You can easily include a few items listed here in your weekly shopping and 
create a homemade kit that will protect you in case of disaster in the future. See 
previous issues for weeks 1-6 www.fullertonobserver.com 

WEEK 8 
Pharmacy 
• Personal items  
(sunscreen, toothbrush, deodorant, 
lotion, chapstick, diapers, feminine 
pads, aspirin, anti-acid, etc.)  
• Medical Supplies 
Prescriptions (check expiration dates) 
• Eye glasses 
• Batteries for hearing aides 

To Do 
1) Consider attending Fullerton 
Neighborhood Watch meetings  
(714) 814-5391 or taking CERT 
(Community Emergency Response 
Team) classes email: 
Kristi.Hofstetterbatiste@fullerton-
fire.org.
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The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed mainly by local volunteers who 
create, publish, and distribute the paper 
throughout our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one- 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
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Charles Dickens got it right. Leading 
up to and during the French Revolution, 
it was the best of times and the worst of 
times. There was abundant hope in the 
future and faith in both the power and 
the wisdom of the people. There was 
also a feudal system with brutal 
exploitation of the peasants and the 
poor. There was a huge gap between the 
ultra-wealthy few and the impoverished 
many. 

The revolution changed much but did-
n’t end either exploitation or brutal acts 
of revenge. Reason and the 
Enlightenment waged war against 
unreason, superstition, and the status 
quo. However, even the forces of reason 
acted at times out of unreasonable, if 
understandable, passion for 
revenge. Ironically, but not 
surprisingly, Dr. Guillotine, 
who invented the guillotine, 
died by his own creation, 
and the revolution con-
sumed its own. Robespierre 
in his quest for perfection let 
“reason” guide him to a per-
fectionism that devolved 
into the Reign of Terror that 
inevitably came for him and 
gave him over to Dr. 
Guillotine’s machine. 

Hope, despair, violence, 
and idealism in revolution-
ary France presaged our 
modern world. Perhaps all times are 
both the best and worst, just as all times 
are modern—at least to those alive in 
those times. 

Yes, I feel personally besieged by bad 
news, by the horrors being perpetrated 
by Putin’s minions in Ukraine, by the 
erosion of access to voting taking place 
right here in America, particularly and 
disproportionately directed at people of 
color, as well as by our politics of anger, 
division, distortion and, yes, revenge. 

Only yesterday (Monday March 7) the 
Senate voted unanimously that lynching 
was a hate crime. Last week, three mem-
bers of the House voted that it wasn’t. 
It’s taken years since this bill was first 
introduced. Was there a theory that you 
could grab people (usually of Color) and 
string them up without trial or process 
while not being in a hateful mood? Does 
the enthusiasm of the mob mean it’s 
being done not from hate but for the fun 
of it? So, I guess that despite the delay, I 
should feel pretty good that we’ve 
unearthed our deeply buried moral com-
pass on this issue. 

The UN reports that, if we did not 
already know this, we are destroying our 
environment. The seas are rising. The 
sky is falling—laden with pollutants. 
The climate is changing, and we are lit-
erally sowing and reaping the whirl-
wind. 

At home, as with most of the rest of 
us, I feel the pain at the pump. I feel the 
inflation driven by the slowed supply 
chain and pent-up demand from COVID 
isolation. I know that high fuel costs are 
not only at the pump but reflected in the 
harvesting of crops and their transporta-
tion to markets, as well as in the energy 
cost of manufacturing and delivery. 

I can’t watch the local news. A while 
back it was filled with car accidents, hit-

and-run deaths, and occa-
sional shootings. Now it’s 
virtually all crime, e.g., gun 
violence, drive-bys, burgla-
ries, domestic violence, and 
home invasions. 

There are times I just want 
to shut out the bad news and 
take a hiatus, lower my 
blood pressure, calm my 
mind and retreat into classi-
cal music. It seems so sim-
ple.  All I have to do is move 
my radio from 89.3 to 91.5. 
It only takes a second and 
puts me into a whole new 
world—if only briefly. 

“Aye, there’s the rub.” 
With all our problems, with all the 

abundant evidence that this is the very 
worst of times (need proof beyond Putin 
targeting both civilians and nuclear reac-
tors?), this is also the very best of times. 

Science can cure us of, or treat us for, 
many diseases. Some were once univer-
sally deadly from Smallpox to Polio, 
from Malaria to HIV, from Cancer to 
COVID, but now we stand a chance of 
survival unique to our time. Science can 
warm or cool our houses, bring enter-
tainment into our homes, and let us com-
municate around the globe in ways 
undreamt of a century ago. 

We truly live in an information age. 
Unfortunately, much of the information 
is false and some even dangerous. We 
learn that almost anything that can be 
used for good can also be used for evil. 

Still, there is so much good, so many 
honorable and generous people, so many 
acts of kindness in our world. We give 
amazing amounts of money to charities. 
In 2020, we in the U.S. gave $471.44 
billion to charitable causes—to schools, 

hospitals, museums, health research, and 
private aid for humanitarian purposes 
both at home and internationally. I’m 
excluding dark money. 

Where leadership has failed us—left 
and right—is in not calling on our better 
angels and uniting us for a greater pur-
pose. We’re often so busy fighting each 
other that we forget both the generosity 
and mutuality we can achieve when 
called upon to make a difference, a good 
difference in the world. 

I truly believe that my brothers and 
sisters across the political spectrum 
would rally if called upon to sacrifice for 
a greater cause. Yes, we may grouse at 
higher gas prices if we see it in isolation. 
However, if called upon to make a will-
ing sacrifice for the lives and freedom of 
people living and dying in Ukraine, I 
believe we would respond. If leadership 
can show us that the issues are connect-
ed, we can become connected. 

Today, we respond to calls of fear and 
anger, and that is not solely our failure 
but a larger failure of vision. I have an 
abiding faith that we will respond gener-
ously and whole-heartedly to a call for 
service and sacrifice. 

We know what the worst of times can 
bring out, but we forget that we can 
transform them into the best of times 
when the best parts of us are summoned 
to engage and repair our world.

The Best of Times & Worst of Times 
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The Fullerton districting process of 
2015 is almost a source of legend…a 
lawsuit filed by individuals who felt that 
their communities were systematically 
not represented on City Council, a legal 
settlement requiring the creation of 
districts within the City, a process by 
which 100+ community members 
participated and overwhelmingly 
showed their support for a map, the City 
Council vote for another map that 
mysteriously came out of nowhere, 
purportedly from a local restaurateur, 
and how a City Council member redrew 
one particular map line to put his house 
outside of the district of a Council ally.   

As myself and others began to take 
interest in the redistricting process in 
2021, all this seemed like part of a 
bygone area, where the Good Ole Boys 
Club ruled and dubious political 
shenanigans were so cliché.  Now, we 
had the CA FAIR Maps Act detailing the 
process to be conducted, and requiring 
district lines to be drawn to protect 
communities of interest.  But the last six 
months have been a slap in our face, as 
we have witnessed how the redistricting 
process we thought would finally give 
voice to our communities was instead 
usurped, through the creation of a 
legally permissible but politically hot-
wired Advisory Commission (chaired by 
the same former Councilmember who 

redrew the map line) instead of the 
independent commission we pushed for, 
enabling politics as usual and further 
disempowering traditionally 
disenfranchised communities.  

For months myself and members from 
the Latinx community, organizations 
from the Korean and Environmental 
Justice communities, college students 
and organizers, faith-based leaders, and 
housing advocates looked at data, 
demographic trends, and spoke at length 
about issues in our communities to draw 
a map that worked on all of our 
concerns. It was a long process, but we 
learned about each other’s issues and the 
struggles within communities across the 
city. We started to call ourselves the 
“Fullerton Redistricting Coalition” to 
honor our commitment to each other and 
stand up for each other’s issues. 

Our map encompassed a Korean-
majority and AMEMSA (Arab, Middle 
Eastern, Muslim and South Asian) 
infuence district, a more affluent and 
conservation-focused district, a 
renter/historic housing and student 
district, a Latinx-plurality district, and 
an environmental justice/renter/Latinx-
plurality focused district. This map 
allowed us to have two renter-influence 
districts, two Latinx-plurality districts, a 
Korean-majority district with a strong 
Muslim voice, an environmental justice 

district, and one that kept the affluent 
conservation community whole. 

Yet, councilmembers Nick Dunlap and 
Bruce Whitaker called us a “pressure 
group” or  “special interests,” 
essentially invalidating community 
input because we were mobilized, and 
even disfavored city election districts in 
the first place! Other maps and 
testimonies with valid points were 
submitted, but the Advisory 
Commission in a 5-2 vote decided to not 
advance our map with three others, and 
when a similar map was offered to the 
City Council, Mayor Fred Jung and 
Councilmembers Dunlap and Whitaker 
voted for a map eerily similar to two 

maps submitted by Advisory 
Commission Members Sebourn and 
Seminara, who were appointed to the 
Commission by Councilmembers 
Dunlap and Whitaker… 

…if your head just did a loop-de-loop 
you’re certainly not alone.  As we reach 
for some Dramamine to quiet our 
nausea, let’s also give pause to this gross 
contravention to the spirit of the FAIR 
Maps Act and the heart of the diverse 
City we all treasure.  

For more information on the Fullerton 
Redistricting Coalition map, please visit 
https://redistrictful.info. 

-Ameena Mirza Qazi 
Fullerton
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Library continued from front page

Santa Clarita Public Library in 
California found the net cost to operate 
the library in-house at the same staffing 
level as LS&S would save the city 
approximately $400,000 the first year 
after leaving LS&S. Calabasas Library 
saved $68,000 the first year after leaving 
LS&S. 

• Reductions of service. Some 
libraries have less service and more 
reduction of hours due to staff cutbacks 
resulting from the loss of professional 
staff. 

• Loss of local connection to the 
community. LS&S has been reported to 
substitute a remote reference service for 
local reference librarians. Also, with 
their standardized high volume buying 
there is a minimal collection of Spanish 
language materials. 

• Library Programming is con-
trolled by LS&S. It is no longer up to 
staff to determine what best serves the 
local population’s needs and interests. 

• Negative Effect on library staffing. 
LS&S Staff serves at the pleasure of 
LS&S. They replace unionized workers 

with nonunion employees and often cut 
wages. This can cause the loss of expe-
rienced staff and result in a high 
turnover rate. 

• Negative effects on the library col-
lection. When LS&S takes over, they 
get control of the library collection and 
they do the ordering.  LS&S saves 
money by narrowing the library collec-
tion and focusing on best sellers. This 
can result in the loss of ability to adapt 
to the needs and interests of local 
patrons. 

• Lack of transparency of finances. 
San Juan City Library in Texas left 
LS&S stating that LS&S would not 
divulge its profit margin. The Oregon 
State Library reported LS&S spent 28% 
of money from Jackson County on 
“other” but would not identify what con-
stituted “other.” 

• Lack of willingness to talk in a 
public setting was given as one reason 
Prince William County, Maryland 
rejected LS&S. 

Privatization of the library would take 
control of managing the library out of 

the hands of local staff and place it in the 
grasp of a for-profit company whose 
previously stated goal has been to gener-
ate outstanding returns and grow rev-
enues and profits for their investors. 

Here are links to some of the articles 
found on the internet related to LS&S 
and privatization: 

• A short article about some munici-
palities that rejected privatization: 
https://capitalandmain.com/calabasas-
and-other-towns-reject-privatized-
libraries-0731 

• This webpage has lots of information 
and links from the Save Our Escondido 
Library Coalition and was created for 
communities who are facing outsourc-
ing of their public libraries: 
https://www.escondidoindivisible.com/st
op-library-outsourcing/ 

• A local news story about the events 
in Vineland New Jersey that resulted in 
LS&S withdrawing their offer: 
https://www.thedailyjournal.com/story/n
ews/2017/09/29/community-members-
strongly-oppose-vineland-library-
takeover/716471001/ 

• A local news story about Santa 
Clarita leaving LS&S after 7 years: 
https://signalscv.com/2018/01/council-
unanimously-votes-take-back-library-
operations/ 

• News story about Jackson County 
Oregon leaving LS&S: 
https://www.mailtribune.com/top-sto-
ries/2016/05/12/library-contractor-
takes-heat/ 

• Information about Seminole 
County’s decision to reject LS&S 
http://www.afscmeinfocenter.org/priva-
tizationupdate/category/library#.Yh_5C
-jMJPY 

The American Library Association 
opposes privatization. Below is a link to 
a checklist for communities considering 
privatization of their library: 
https://www.ala.org/tools/sites/ala.org.t
ools/files/content/outsourcing/REVISED
SEPT2011_ALAKeepingPublicLibraries
%20PublicFINAL2.pdf. 

 
Janine Jacobs is the retired director of 

Children’s Services at the Fullerton 
Public Library.

Politics as Usual with the 
Redistricting Process

Map 110, which had the most public 
support, did not find support by the 
Redistricting Advisory Commission 

or City Council.

Friends of the Library  
Book Sale 

Fri & Sat, March 25 & 26 

Library Conference Center, Use Cafe entrance 
353 W Commonwealth Ave, Fullerton, CA  

Along with our usual great selections  
we have special featured topics: 

• Quilting/needlework • Genealogy• Author signed  
• Multi volume sets • Vintage fiction/tech

Cash, Check, Credit/Debit Cards accepted

MEMBERS ONLY - 10AM-11AM  
 GENERAL PUBLIC - 11AM-3:30PM 

 SATURDAY ONLY, HALF PRICE SALE - 2PM-3:30PM 
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Leonor De Angelis 
Vargas, 88, passed away 
on February 20, 2022, in 
Yorba Linda, CA, sur-
rounded by her loving 
family.    

Leonor was born on 
March 12, 1933, in Cali, 
Colombia to parents 
Parmenio Vargas Guitierrez and 
Blanca Torres Vargas. She moved to 
Los Angeles in 1952 to complete high 
school. Leonor received a Bachelor of 
Arts in Medical Laboratory Science 
from Mount Mercy College in 1958. 
She went on to a fulfilling career 
working as the hematology supervisor 
at Pomona Valley Community 
Hospital Medical Center for 25 years. 

She was a loving and caring wife, 
mother, and grandmother. She 
enjoyed spending time with the family 
during holiday gatherings and looked 
forward to weekend barbeques. 
Leonor enjoyed gardening, shopping, 
and traveling. She is known for her 
great sense of humor and loves to play 
jokes and pranks, especially with her 
grandchildren. We will all miss her 
greatly.  

Leonor's survivors 
include Vittorio, her hus-
band of 64 years; daugh-
ters Lisa De Angelis and 
Gina Nagy; granddaughter 
Madison Bicknell; grand-
son Ryan Bicknell; broth-
er Carlos Vargas Torres; 
sister Sara Del Real; sis-

ter-in-law Flor de Vargas; brother-in-
law Enrique Del Real; numerous 
cousins, nieces, and nephews. She is 
preceded in death by sisters Mercedes 
Vargas Torres, Graciela Vargas Torres, 
Blanca Vargas Torres, and brother 
Leon Parmenio Vargas. 

On Saturday, March 19, 2022, a cel-
ebration of life will be held at 12:50 
pm at McAulay & Wallace Mortuary, 
902 N Harbor Blvd, Fullerton, CA. In 
lieu of flowers, please consider a 
donation to the Alzheimer's 
Association http://act.alz.org/donate. 

If you cannot attend, you may view 
the live stream service virtually using 
the link:  https://www.oneroomstream-
ing.com/login - password AEBDD3. 
Available to view for the next 90 days 
at the same link.

Leonor De Angelis Vargas 1933 – 2022

Jean West passed away 
on February 28, 2022, at 
the age of 99. She was born 
in Lincoln, Nebraska on 
December 19, 1922 to Doc 
and Lillian Wilson. She 
was the 5th of 6 children, 
all of whom have pre-
deceased her.  

Jean attended College View High 
school in Lincoln, where she wrote 
articles for the school newspaper and 
starred on the girls basketball team. 
She graduated in 1941 and went to 
work for Golds Department Store in 
downtown Lincoln.  

In 1942 she traveled to Kansas City 
to meet her fiancé. She found out his 
leave from the base was cancelled. 
Meanwhile another soldier worked up 
enough nerve to speak to her. After 
she explained her plight, he asked, 
"How about taking a chance on me?” 
That is how Jean met Ben Parker.  

In August of 1943 Jean traveled 
nearly 2,000 miles by train to marry 
Ben in Tucson, Arizona. Ben was 
assigned overseas duty and Jean 
moved back to Lincoln where she 
gave birth to their first child, Cheryl.  

When Ben returned, the family 
moved to Fort Riley, Kansas. At the 
war's end Ben, Jean, and Cheryl 
moved back to Tucson. The next year, 
their second child Sally was born.  

When Ben passed away, Jean found 
herself raising two teenage girls by 
herself. She went to work for a Tucson 
bank. A few years later Jean decided 

that her future lay in 
California and  moved to 
the Golden State, to 
Fullerton in particular.  

Jean went to work for 
Gibraltar Savings and Loan 
and purchased a condo. 
She enjoyed her life work-

ing at the bank, her girlfriends, and 
playing golf. In 1976, she met Al 
West. They began to date and were 
married 18 months later. When Al 
retired,  Al and Jean began enjoying 
their golden years. Their lives 
revolved around social activities at the 
Fullerton Elks Lodge and their grand-
children’s activities.  

Jean spent the last 14 years living in 
Morningside of Fullerton. In her nine-
ty-nine years, Jean raised two daugh-
ters, and made sure both graduated 
from college. She watched them get 
married and raise their own families. 
She was the matriarch of her 
California family. During her entire 
life she displayed two remarkable 
virtues: she never complained about 
anything and she never made a single 
bad comment about anyone. Jean is 
survived by her two daughters, Cheryl 
Wagner of Yorba Linda and Sally 
Schneider of San Clemente, four 
grandchildren, and five great grand-
children.  

The family asks, that in lieu of flow-
ers donations be made to the American 
Veterans Memorial Association, PO 
Box 3451, Fullerton, CA 92834.

Jean West  1922-2022

Our Brothers and Sisters who died here in Orange County (Homeless) 
 during the Month of February, 2022 May they rest in peace. 

(source: OC Coroner’s Office) 
 

Thomas MOSNOT who died on January 28 in Huntington Beach 
Michael DAVIS who died on February 1 in Santa Ana 
Greg MCCOMB who died on February 1 in Anaheim 
Joshua SMITH who died on February 3 in Tustin 
Monserrat SANCHEZ TRUJILLO who died on February 3 in Santa Ana 
Rogelio CALDERON who died on February 3 in Santa Ana 
Robert HARSTAD who died on February 4 in Irvine 
Richard YBARRA who died on February 4 in Huntington Beach 
Vincent ALONZO who died on February 4 in Santa Ana 
Mark ONEAL who died on February 5 in Laguna Hills 
Angel ORTIZ who died on February 6 in Fullerton 
Cruz SANCHEZ who died on February 6 in Anaheim 
Seana MULDOWN who died on February 6 in Santa Ana 
Ryan SALAZAR who died on February 6 in Orange 
Laurentino MARTINEZ who died on February 6 in Santa Ana 
Craig CARPENTER who died on February 6 in Anaheim 
Miguel ORTEGA who died on February 6 in Santa Ana 
Eduardo AREVALO who died on February 7 in Santa Ana 
Christopher MARTIN who died on February 8 in Santa Ana 
Kwan WINN who died on February 8 in Westminster 
Rebecca MESA who died on February 8 in Huntington Beach 
Jaime SANTOS who died on February 9 in Santa Ana 
Ronald LOCKWOOD who died on February 11 in Anaheim 
Hussein ALI who died on February 11 in Anaheim 
Christopher DUFF who died on February 11 in Anaheim 
Larry BELL who died on February 13 in La Habra 
Joan LEATH who died on February 16 in Anaheim 
Charles OHABOR who died on February 16 in Irvine 
Berta GUIZA who died on February 16 in Santa Ana 
Hoang NGUYEN who died on February 17 in Westminster 
Amy EDWARDS who died on February 17 in Newport Beach 
Rogelio REYES VALDOVINOS who died on February 18 in Anaheim 
Austin COCKRILL who died on February 19 in Anaheim 
William THOMPSON, JR. who died on February 19 in Fountain Valley 
Rebecca POOCHIGIAN who died on February 21 in Anaheim 
Alejandro PEREZ who died on February 21 in Santa Ana 
Anthony DICKSON who died on February 22 in Santa Ana 
Noi SAYACHACK who died on February 24 in Santa Ana 
Toni SETTLE who died on February 24 in Anaheim 
Jose BARBA who died on February 25 in Costa Mesa 
Sean THORNTON who died on February 26 in Santa Ana 
Michael CAGGIANO who died on February 26 in Santa Ana 
Sergio BARRIOS who died on February 26 in Anaheim 
David HOXIE who died on February 26 in Santa Ana 
Rodrigo OLVERA who died on February 26 in Orange 
Christopher HODGES who died on February 27 in Garden Grove 
Marcos RAMIREZ who died on February 27 in Orange

Ed passed away February 19, 2022, age 82, surrounded by his loving family. 
Ed was born September 8, 1939, in Pasadena, CA and was the oldest of five 

children born to Hugh and Edith Berry. He graduated from Alhambra High 
School in 1957 and after graduation, joined the U.S. Navy. Ed proudly served 
aboard the aircraft carrier USS Ticonderoga from 1957 to 1960. 

After leaving the Navy in 1960, Ed attended Pasadena City Junior College in 
1962. He then attended Cal Poly Pomona and received his Bachelor of Science 
in Engineering, with a major in Electronic Engineering, and graduated in 1965. 

In June 1965, Ed married Pamela Chrisney at the San Gabriel Mission. They 
had three children, identical twin girls, Christianne and Suzanne, born in 1966, 
and a son, James, born in 1969. They settled down in Anaheim Hills, CA, where 
he had a successful career working at Beckman Instruments, Carle Instruments, 
and Rockwell International. 

In 1992, Ed moved to Camp Verde, AZ and owned a Radio Shack until his 
retirement in 2010. In 2011 he moved back to Orange County, CA to be near 
his family.  

He is survived by Pam Berry, his children Christianne (Alan) Boudreau, 
Suzanne (Paige) Heili, and James (Kathleen) Berry, his 9 grandchildren, 4 great 
grandchildren, and his three sisters, Sharon Smoron, Beverly Reinhold, and 
Edie Clark. Ed was preceded in death by his parents and his brother, John Berry.

Edward Arthur Berry 1939-2022
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ANSWER KEY TO PUZZLE “FORTUNATELY” on page 4:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

FATAL TRAFFIC 
COLLISION

Fullerton Police Officers responded to 
a possible hit-and-run fatal traffic colli-
sion involving a bicyclist and automo-
bile at Malvern and Basque Avenues on 
Thursday, March 3 at approximately 
9:32pm. 

Upon arrival, officers located a 58-
year-old unresponsive male in the street 
with serious injuries. A modified moun-
tain bike with an aftermarket electric 
motor was found near him. There were 
no other vehicles or witnesses present. 

Officers began life-saving measures, 
and the male was transported to a local 
trauma center where he succumbed to 
his injuries and died at the hospital. 

The male’s identity will be released 
by the Orange County Coroner at a time 
they feel is appropriate and pending 
notification of next of kin. 

The investigation is ongoing. Any 
witnesses with information about this 
fatal traffic collision are encouraged to 
contact Fullerton Police Traffic 
Accident Investigator Feaster at (714) 
738-6812. Those wishing to provide 
information anonymously can call the 
Orange County Crime Stoppers at (855) 
TIP-OCCS or can visit their website at 
occrimestoppers.org.

Subject surrenders 
after barricading  

himself inside vehicle
A SWAT vehicle and several police 

officers were called to the Walgreens 
parking lot at the corner of Raymond 
and Chapman Avenues on Sunday 
February 27 where a suspect believed to 
have threatened a couple with a firearm 
had barricaded himself in his car. After 
nearly an hour of negotiations, the sus-
pect surrendered to police. 

Earlier, around 2:50pm, officers were 
dispatched to the parking lot of 1275 N. 
Berkeley Ave (North Justice Center), 
regarding a 37-year-old male from Santa 
Ana who had threatened to use a firearm 
on the reporting party. The suspect had 
been seen traveling eastbound on 
Berkeley Ave in a white Range Rover 
with a dog inside his vehicle. Officers 
located the vehicle and a felony car stop 
ensued in the parking lot of Walgreens 
at the corner of Chapman and Raymond. 

The suspect refused to exit the vehicle 
and demanded officers come to his win-
dow. Anaheim Police Officers, includ-
ing their K9 officer, responded to the 
scene to assist. A drone and an armored 
vehicle were deployed to assist and give 
commands to get the suspect to exit the 
vehicle. The suspect ultimately com-
plied and exited the vehicle without 
incident. An injured dog was located 
inside the vehicle. Animal Control 
arrived on the scene and deemed the 
dog’s condition to be associated with 
animal cruelty. The suspect was arrested 
for felony criminal threats, resisting a 
peace officer, and animal cruelty.

Man assaults officer 
during arrest of 

woman
FPD officers investigated a traffic col-

lision that resulted in a DUI arrest on 
March 4 of a 28-year-old female at 
about 10:43pm in front of the Matador 
Cantina in downtown Fullerton.  Her 
passenger, a male 29-year-old from 
Norwalk, would not exit the vehicle 
after she was arrested during the police 
inventory and tow process.  A sergeant 
was able to get him to exit, however, he 
became confrontational outside and con-
tinued to interfere with the investigation 
and was arrested.  He then assaulted an 
officer and during the arrest, two offi-
cers sustained minor injuries to their 
hands.

Fullerton Heritage Presents: 
Local Landmark No. 6: Royer House  

(1230 West Orangethorpe Avenue) by Terry Galvin

One of the few examples of Dutch 
Colonial Revival in Fullerton, the Royer 
House, was designed for Max and 
Mildred Royer by Anaheim Master 
Architect M. Eugene Durfee (1885-
1941) and constructed by notable local 
contractor George C. Pickering (1890-
1977) in 1923. 

Durfee, a prominent Orange County 
architect, designed both the Chapman 
Building and the California Hotel (now 
Villa del Sol) in Fullerton, as well as 
many commercial buildings in down-
town Anaheim that were unfortunately 
demolished during urban renewal in the 
1980s. 

Pharmacist/businessman Max Royer 
(1892-1965) – born in France – was the 
unofficial “mayor” of the Orangethorpe 

community, which was then an unincor-
porated area of north Orange County. 
But the home was really the dream of 
Mildred Lovering Royer (1892-1976) 
who wanted to celebrate her Dutch 
ancestry.  Friends and relatives were 
often invited to the home for Dutch din-
ners.  Originally surrounded by trees 
and vacant land, the two-story dwelling 
featured two solariums, a gambrel roof, 
decorative shutters, brick chimneys at 
both ends, and a balanced placement of 
multi-paned windows.  The Royers 
lived in the home until the 1950s.  Royer 
Avenue was named for the family and 
nearby Lovering Avenue was named for 
Mildred’s family, who owned extensive 
acreage along Orangethorpe Avenue in 
the early 1900s.

West Nile Virus Positive Mosquitoes 
Confirmed in Fullerton

The Orange County Mosquito and 
Vector Control District (OCMVCD) has 
confirmed that mosquitoes collected in 
the city of Fullerton have tested positive 
for West Nile Virus (WNV). This is the 
first mosquito sample to test positive in 
Orange County this year. The positive 
mosquitoes were collected at the cross 
streets of Pine Drive and Valencia Drive. 

West Nile Virus is spread to people by 
the bite of an infected mosquito. 
Mosquitoes become infected when they 
feed on infected birds. Currently, no 
human cases of West Nile Virus have 
been reported in Orange County this 
year. 

"Mosquitoes testing positive for West 
Nile Virus in March is an early indica-
tion that the virus is circulating in the 
community,” Director of Scientific and 
Technical Services Amber Semrow said. 
“Generally, we don’t see much WNV 
activity until temperatures begin to 
warm up in the late spring and early 
summer months. This is an early 
reminder that residents need to take an 
active role to protect themselves from 
mosquito bites." 

Orange County Mosquito and Vector 

Control District will post advisory signs 
to alert residents of high WNV activity 
in the affected area. The OCMVCD staff 
will continue to conduct surveillance, 
inspections, and control measures for 
mosquitoes in the surrounding areas to 
prevent additional mosquito breeding. 

"Residents need to do their part by 
eliminating standing water on their 
properties," OCMVCD Public 
Information Officer Heather Hyland 
said. "The best ways to protect yourself 
are using EPA-registered repellent to 
prevent bites and reducing stagnant 
water sources to reduce mosquito breed-
ing." 

To learn more about West Nile Virus, 
go to www.ocvector.org/west-nile-virus 

To prevent mosquito bites, take action 
and follow these tips: 

• Dump and drain containers filled 
with water at least once a week 

• Clean and scrub bird baths and pet 
water bowls weekly 

• Dump water from potted plant 
saucers 

For more information on how you can 
help reduce the risk of WNV in your 
community, visit www.ocvector.org.

A Day of Authors coming April 30 
www.adayofauthors.com 

Walter Borneman’s Brothers Down: Pearl Harbor and 
the Fate of the Many Brothers Aboard the USS Arizona is 
a deeply personal and never before told account of one of 
America’s darkest days, December 7, 1941.  

The battleship fleet was crippled, thousands died, and 
the US was propelled into war. In an era when family 
members serving together was accepted and encouraged, 
63 of the Arizona’s 1,177 dead were brothers.  

“A fresh account of a well-documented historical event 
… Borneman’s extensive research, … broad knowledge, 
and sensitive touch make it an entirely worthwhile expe-
rience.” ― Kirkus Reviews

Walter R. Borneman
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Fullerton School District and Anaheim Ducks Host  
Street Hockey Tournament by Adrian Meza

It might seem strange for kids to be 
wanting to attend school on a Saturday 
but not when street hockey is involved. 
On Saturday March 5, Richman 
Elementary School hosted the event in 
which all 20 schools from the two 
Fullerton school districts attended as 
well as the Anaheim Ducks Mascot Wild 
Wing. 

The equipment was funded by the 
Anaheim Duck S.C.O.R.E program 
(Scholastic Curriculum of Recreation & 
Education), a free program to promote 
physical fitness and hockey. Schools 
that are admitted into the program 
receive a full donation of street hockey 
equipment, which includes sticks, balls, 
nets, goaltender protection, and student 
instruction workbooks. Additional fund-
ing was from Ed services. 

In total 23 teams participated 
(Beechwood, Fisler, and Richman 
Elementary Schools had two teams) for 
the chance of the lucrative FSD Street 

Hockey championship trophy that will 
be placed in the winner’s school for the 
year until the next district championship 
is held. Fourth and fifth graders were in 
their own division while seventh and 
eighth graders were in another. 

The Fourth Grade Students also have 
the opportunity to win the “Ducks 
S.C.O.R.E. Shootout Cup.” The 
S.C.O.R.E. Shootout event is an annual 
event that will take place at the Honda 
Center on May 14 in which other partic-
ipating S.C.O.R.E. school also compete. 
(Beechwood Elementary School took 
first place in 2018 & 2019; there was no 
event 2020 & 2021.) 

Patricia Hammel, one of the coaches 
for Parks Junior High, said, “The stu-
dents really enjoy it; we have several 
players who are returning who played in 
the elementary tournament when they 
were in the District’s elementary 
school.” 

Alison Garcia, former teacher and 

consultant for the event, said, “The 
event has grown starting at Hermosa 
Drive Elementary School with a group 
of teachers. We started with seven teams 
and now in year five, we have all 20 
schools involved, so we had to expand.” 
Hermosa Drive does have an Anaheim 
Ducks sponsored Street Hockey Rink at 
the school, but the school only could 
have held four games at once, so it was 
moved to Richman where the Ducks 
gifted another street hockey rink, so 
more games could be held at once. 

This marks the first time the event has 
happened since COVID began. One par-
ent said, “It’s really nice for the commu-
nity to finally come back together and 
have a shared experience after staying 
indoors for so long.” 

In the end, Beachwood Elementary 
and Middle School come out the victors 
receiving the perpetual trophy once 
again. It is to be placed at their school.

PHOTO BY ADRIAN MEZA

 Women’s History Month Honors 
 

by Judith Kaluzny 
 
Lorraine Rothman was born Evelyn 

Lorraine Fleishman in San Francisco in 
1932 to Orthodox Jewish parents who 
immigrated from Ukraine in 1921. She 
moved to Fullerton in 1964 to a modest 
home on Balfour Avenue with her hus-
band, Al (Alvin), a biologist who was a 
professor at California State University, 
Fullerton. When she died in 2007, obitu-
aries were published in the New York 
Times, Time Magazine, the Los Angeles 
Times and in feminist publications.  She 
was known internationally for her 
research and writing regarding women’s 
gynecological health.  She held a patent 
for a menstrual extraction system. 

Lorraine’s evolution from housewife 
and mother of four children began when 
she attended a consciousness-raising 
group of faculty wives, and really grew 
when she asked herself, “What did 
women do before there were doctors?”  
She became a pioneer of the women’s 
self-help movement when she met Carol 
Downer, original strategist for the self-
help movement, at a meeting in Venice, 

California. The subject of that meeting 
was to learn self-examination of one’s 
own cervix with a clear plastic specu-
lum. 

The two women traveled around the 
county teaching that method, leading to 
a federation of health centers.  She was 
an original participant in Self-Help 
Clinic One in Los Angeles in 1971, later 
known as the Feminist Women’s Health 
Center (FWHC). The second FWHC 
was soon established in Santa Ana, 
California. One writer said, “Few people 
today realize the extent to which these 
grassroots efforts shifted power and 
responsibility from the medical estab-
lishment into women's hands as health 
care consumers, providers, and advo-
cates.” 

Lorraine was a cowriter of the books, 
Menopause Myths and Facts: What 
Every Woman Should Know About 
Hormone Replacement Therapy with 
Marcia Wexler, Feminist Health Press 
1999; A New View of a Woman’s Body: A 
Fully Illustrated Guide by Federation of 
Feminist Women's Health Center 1991. 
Carol Downer said recently, “As a result 

(of our research and writing), the com-
pete sexism of the male-dominated med-
ical profession was exposed; a genera-
tion of females who bought our books 
were shown the full truth about their sex 
organs and feminist authors and scien-
tists of today are working to fill in the 
gaps.” 

Lorraine's lasting impact is chronicled 
in many other publications including 
Feminists Who Changed America edited 
by Barbara J. Love; Wikipedia; The 
Jewish Women’s Archive; Women's 
Space: Lorraine Rothman, Pioneer of 
Guerilla Gynecology; “Body Politic: 
The Growth of the Women’s Health 
Movement” by Barbara Ehrenreich in 
Ms. Magazine 1984; Into Our Own 
Hands: The Women's Health Movement 
in the United States, 1969–1990 by 
Sandra Morgen; and in obituaries print-
ed in the New York Times, Time 
Magazine,  the Los Angeles Times,  and 
the Orange County Register in 2007.

Lorraine Rothman:  
A notable local historical woman

PHOTO 
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Locals Stand  
with Ukraine

by Jesse La Tour 
 
A group of local residents organized a 

rally to show support and solidarity with 
Ukraine at the intersection of Harbor 
and Chapman in downtown Fullerton on 
Sunday, March 6. 

Residents of all ages brought home-
made posters, flags, and the national 
symbol of Ukraine—sunflowers—to 
show their support as Ukraine fights 
back against the recent Russian inva-
sion. 

“We want to show our support and 
love for the people of Ukraine,” said 
Suzanne Benet, who was one of the 
organizers of the rally. “We hope it will 
inspire more people to get involved here 
at home—hopefully find some good 
charities to donate to so they can sup-
port the refugees.” 

When asked which charities people 
can give to, Benet suggested Doctors 
Without Borders and Amnesty 
International. She also mentioned the 
trend of Americans paying for Air BnBs 
in Ukraine to house refugees. 

One attendee at the rally, Diane Vena, 
said that a lady walked across the street 
and handed her $10 in support of 
Ukraine. 

“I thanked her and told her I would 
donate the money to help,” Vena said. 
“People just want to help.” 

Here are some organizations you can 
donate to to help those impacted by the 
war in Ukraine. 

• United Nations Crisis Relief 
• The Red Cross 
• UNICEF

Downtown Fullerton 
Farmer’s Market 
Returns April 7

Beginning Thursday, April 7, come 
out and support your local Farmer’s 
Market. There will be fresh produce and 
live music to enjoy. This market will be 
held at 125 E. Wilshire Ave. from 4:30 
to 8:30pm.

     Listen to 

       Observing 
   Fullerton  

Podcast 
https://rss.com/ 

podcasts/observing-
fullerton/


