
NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATES  
We have been feeling the effects 

of the recent price increases and the 
economic difficulties brought on by 
the pandemic. We are raising our 
subscription rates in October. We 
thank all our loyal subscribers for 
keeping our lights on. We look for-
ward to bringing you the news from 
Fullerton to your mailbox for the 
new price of  $39 per year. We are a 
volunteer and community written 
paper. 
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City Council Selects New Districts: 
District 3 Incumbent off Council for 2 years

by Jane Rands 
 
Council voted 3 to 2 (Zahra and Silva 

“no’)  to approve new City Council vot-
ing Districts described by Map 114 at a 
special Fullerton City Council Meeting 
on March 29. The districts will be in 
place for the next decade, beginning 
with the November 8 election when 
Districts 3 and 5 will be on the ballot.  

A significant impact of Map 114 is 
that it moves current District 3 represen-
tative Jesus Silva into District 2, a seat 
currently occupied by Nick Dunlap, 

whose term doesn’t end until 2024. Map 
114 thus prevents Silva from running for 
office until 2024. 

After Councilmember Dunlap made a 
motion and Mayor Pro Tem Whitaker 
seconded approval of Map 114, Silva 
made a substitute motion to move Map 
114 and bring D2 into the current elec-
tion cycle for him to “have a chance to 
stay on [Council].”  

City Attorney Kim Barlow clarified 
that, regardless, Dunlap would be able to 
complete his term through 2024.  

Outdoor 
Dining 

Extended

by Jesse La Tour 
 
Fullerton City Council voted on 

March 15 to extend the temporary out-
door dining program, instituted to sup-
port Fullerton restaurants during the 
pandemic, until September 30.  The tem-
porary program that waved the normal 
permitting process for outdoor dining on 
private and public property, and the fees 
for use of public space as well as allow-
ing some restaurants to operate on a por-
tion of West Wilshire Ave. was slated to 
end on March 21. 

Even before the pandemic, Fullerton 
has had a regular/permanent outdoor 
dining program. Businesses that apply 
by June 13 to participate in this regular 
program will continue operations with-
out interruption while the normal per-
mitting process is completed. Requests 
to use private and public parking areas 
will be evaluated for approval by City 
Council. Whether the closed portion of 
West Wilshire, known as Walk on 
Wilshire, continues after September 30 
depends on whether enough businesses 
(a minimum of three) apply to fund the 
cost of the closure. Currently, the cost of 
maintaining the space has been 
“absorbed” by the City, according to the 
staff report. 

The permanent outdoor dining pro-
gram requires that interested businesses 
apply for an Encroachment Agreement 
or amended Conditional Use Permit, 
develop site plans, and pay lease fees for 
use of public property. 

Should enough restaurants sign up for 
the permanent outdoor dining program, 
the City will evaluate adding a tempo-
rary bike path at an initial proposed cost 
of $25,000. When the City closed off 
this section of Wilshire, they closed off a 
section of the Wilshire Bicycle 
Boulevard that was established through 
grant funding and the efforts of the for-
mer Bicycle Users Subcommittee. The 
Active Transportation Committee (ATC) 
voted at its March 9 meeting to make a 
recommendation on how to implement a 
bike lane that would provide bike access 
in the center of the street and dining in 
the outer lanes. They recommended this 
whether the bike path is temporary or 
permanent.

LIBRARY BOOK SALE: The Friends of the Library held a huge Book Sale on 
March 25 and 26. Both days drew large crowds. While the total raised is still 
being counted, it looks like it may exceed $10,000. Watch for the next Book Sale 
scheduled for June 24.    PHOTO BY JERE GREENE

Election 2022 
Preview  

by Anthony Robert  
No matter who wins, 2022 will be an 

important election year for 
Fullertonians. From House of 
Representative members to State leg-
islative seats to various County-level 
positions, Fullerton voters will have no 
shortage of issues and candidates to con-
sider and pay attention to while filling 
out their ballots. To break it all down, 
here’s a summary of this year’s most 
critical races. The primary election is on 
June 7.  

 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
On the federal level, Fullerton will 

now be split between California’s 45th 
and 46th Districts in the House of 
Representatives, and primaries for both 
will occur on June 7. In the 45th district, 
incumbent Michelle Steel, a 
Republican, faces multiple challengers, 
including Democrats Jay Chen and 
Joseph Cho, in addition to Republican 
Long Pham. Meanwhile, the 46th 
District will have incumbent Democrat 
Lou Correa face off against Democrats 
Michael Ortega and Jesus Ruvalcaba, as 
well as Republicans Christopher 
Gonzales, Mike Nguyen, and Felix 
Rocha, Jr., plus independent Ed 
Rushman.  

Sunrise Village Update
The second set of revised plans for The 

Pines at Sunrise Village at Euclid and  
Rosecrans has been submitted to the City. 
It is currently on the Planning 
Commission calendar for WEDNES-
DAY, APRIL 13 at 6:30pm, in Council 
Chambers. 

Please be sure to attend this meeting 
and show support for our ongoing efforts 
to revitalize this once thriving commer-
cial center and not allow it to fall into the 
hands of a developer wishing to build 153 
residential units. 

As you may remember, the City 
Council did not approve the original 164 
unit plan at the December meeting. 

With a belief the center could still be a 
valid neighborhood commercial site, 
councilmembers recommended the fol-
lowing to the developer: 

* Fine-tune the plans 
* Eliminate roof-top decks 
* Preserve as much of the commercial  
   space as possible 
* Reduce the density 
* Work on aesthetics to be more in  
   sync with the neighborhood. 
Unfortunately, the recommendations by 

Council did little to alter the original pro-
posal with the exception of reducing den-
sity by only 11 units at the site where the 
Red Cross was located turning that space 
into two retail/commercial units.  Aside 
from some minor revisions, NO other 
changes of any great significance were 
made. 

Our team continues to work closely 
with the existing businesses supporting all 
of our efforts to revitalize and retain 
Sunrise Village as a much-needed com-
mercial site. We have also begun to reach 
out to other established businesses.  We 
will continue to keep you informed. 

We now have close to 1,500 signatures 
on our petition (both online and hard 
copy) supporting our revitalization 
efforts. If you have not already signed, 
please do so and share it with friends and 
neighbors.                                                       

https://www.change.org/SaveSunriseV
illage  

On behalf of the Save Sunrise Village 
Team we wish to thank all of you for your 
continued support in helping save Sunrise 
Village. 

Save Sunrise Village Team

See “District Map” page 2

Community Voices

See “Election 2022” page 3

Businesses must apply 
by June 13 for  

permanent program



WATCH OR LISTEN LIVE  
You may view the meeting live online at  

https://fullerton.legistar.com,  
on Spectrum Cable Channel 3 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99. 

Upcoming City Meetings
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth Ave. 
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District Map continued from front page

Silva was unable to gain a second for 
his substitute motion.  

No other Councilmembers would be 
similarly impacted by the district bound-
ary changes in Map 114. Zahra can run 
for reelection in his district, D5, this 
year and Mayor Fred Jung, Mayor Pro 
Tem Bruce Whitaker, and 
Councilmember Nick Dunlap can each 
run for reelection in their respective dis-
tricts in 2024. D3 is an open seat in 2022 
since no incumbent lives in the district. 

At each public hearing in which the 
maps were reviewed, a majority of 
speakers supported Map 110. 

A majority of council members did 
not support Maps 110 or 112 that mostly 
maintained the existing horizontal align-
ment of D3 and would have allowed 
Silva to remain in his current district. 
Map 112 was the demographer's revi-
sion of Map 110, submitted by the 
Fullerton Redistricting Coalition.  

Proponents of map 110 never argued 
for the alignment of D3 as a means to 
keep Silva in his district. At previous 
redistricting public hearings, some 
speakers explicitly stated that map 110 
was not intended to benefit any incum-
bents and described D3 as a district to 
provide representation for renters, resi-
dents in historic housing, and students. 

At the March 29 meeting, rather than 
arguing the merits of the coalition map, 
supporters of Map 110 or 112 mainly 
focused on the long-term impact of 
Council not selecting the map with the 
most public support and their opposition 
to City Council selecting the final map 

rather than allowing an independent 
redistricting commission to do so. 

Jonathan Paik, one of the plaintiffs in 
the California Voting Rights Act chal-
lenge that established City Council vot-
ing districts in Fullerton, recalled how 
the voices of people historically disen-
franchised by not having representation 
on the Council rallied for a similar map 
in 2016. He said the people who partici-
pated then and the students, renters, and 
other people newly participating now 
would feel discouraged, but they will 
“fight forever.” 

Jody Vallejo, a member of the 
Redistricting Advisory Commission 
(RAC) asked the Council to reconsider 
Maps 110 and 112, not because they 
were the best maps, but for people to 
feel respected and to know that their 
participation matters for democracy to 
work. She also asked the Council to dis-
cuss communities of interest, demo-
graphics, and the merits of each map to 
“show our city that you care.” 

City Attorney Barlow recommended 
to the Council that they provide “sub-
stantive discussion” for the record 
explaining why they support or oppose 
particular maps. Whitaker said there 
were benefits to each map, but the sim-
plicity and compactness of Map 114 
were most important to him. Silva sup-
ported Map 112 because it was approved 
by the RAC and is closest to what the 
community supports. Zahra also 
acknowledged there are “merits to every 
map” and that Map 114 has clear lines, 
but he also expressed concerns over 

A City Council majority chose Map 114 (above), which moves Councilmember 
Jesus Silva from District 3 to District 2 (currently represented by Councilmember 

Nick Dunlap). This change prevents Silva from running again until 2024.

• City Council Meeting: April 5, 5:30pm, Council Chambers 
• Active Transportation Committee: April 6, 5pm Council Chambers 
• Cultural Arts Subcommittee: April 11, 5:30pm, Council Chambers 
• Parks and Rec Commission: April 11, 6:30pm, Council Chambers 
• Planning Commission: April 13, 6:30pm, Council Chambers 
• Infrastructure and Natural Resources Committee: April 14 and 18, 
5pm, Council Chambers 
• City Council Meeting: April 19, 5:30pm, Council Chambers 
• Investment Advisory Committee: 4pm, Council Chambers

Analyzing the Impacts of the New 
Council District Map

by Vince Buck 
  
At the March 29 special meeting, the 

Council majority (Jung, Whittaker, and 
Dunlap) approved a new map of Council 
districts. The process was flawed and as 
in 2016, the input of the majority of par-
ticipants was ignored or dismissed. 

But this analysis is not about the 
process, but rather some of the impacts 
of the new map. 

First, although the Election Code 
requires that districts do not favor or dis-
criminate against a political party, the 
demographer steadfastly refused to pro-
vide data that could demonstrate 
whether that is the case. His rationale 
was that he had not looked at that data, 
so everything was okay. The City 
Attorney seemed to back him up and he 
was not pressed to provide that data by 
the Councilmembers. City Council races 
in California are nonpartisan, but that 
more accurately is Nonpartisan in Name 
Only (NINO). 

One of the software programs provid-
ed to the public by the demographer 
(Dave’s) does have data on partisan dis-
tribution of a sort. Rather than use party 
registration figures, the program uses 
the results of four individual elections 
since 2016 (Governor, Attorney 
General, and two presidential elections). 
Since these elections were won by 
Democrats, the data may skew 
Democratic. Unlike Party Registration 
figures, there is no separate category for 
Independents. Everything is collapsed 
into how people actually voted. Mostly 
Democratic? or Republican? 

The Observer was able to obtain this 
data and has reported on it on-line at 
(https://fullertonobserver.com/2022/03/
29/the-political-impact-of-council-dis-

trict-maps/). While the comparison with 
official registration figures is not exact, 
it would appear D1 (Jung) shifts from 
being marginally favorable to 
Democrats to marginally favoring 
Republicans. Jung is registered 
Democratic but votes most often with 
the Republicans on the Council. Indeed, 
he is often the swing vote to create a 
conservative majority. 

D2 (Dunlap), which is the most heav-
ily Republican District, becomes only 
slightly less so. There is basically no 
change in heavily Democratic D3. 
Districts 4 and 5 (Whitaker and Zahra), 
heavily Hispanic districts, maintain 
strong, although possibly slightly dimin-
ished, Democratic majorities. 

Among the significant changes 
between the two maps are: 

• The lines are straighter and simpler, 
which by itself does not make them bet-
ter. However, ideocracies, like the dog-
leg that put former Councilmember 
Greg Sebourn into D3 in 2016, which he 
subsequently lost, are gone. 

• The artificial dividing of downtown 
into five districts has been reduced to 
two districts (2 and 5), one heavily 
Republican and one heavily 
Democratic, with Chapman being the 
dividing line. 

• The most significant impact of the 
map is to put Councilmember Silva into 
D2 along with Councilmember Dunlap. 
D3 will have no incumbent in the next 
election unless Silva moves. (It is not 
unheard of for someone to move into a 
district to run for Council.) 

• Also of significance is that Districts 
3 and 5 will be on the ballot in the fall. 
The other districts will be up for election 
in 2024. 

This creates an interesting situation. 

people not trusting the process and his 
preference for an independent commis-
sion. 

Dunlap defended himself against 
“silly and sort of uninformed comments 
tonight not worth addressing.” He said, 
“Special interest groups behind one 
map” have “promoted a sense of fight-
ing among the community.” He support-
ed Map 114 because it is “clear, com-
pact, and contiguous.” 

Mayor Jung said he was unwilling to 
support Map 110 or 112 because there 
were no similarities between the people 
living at the Camden Apartments on 

Associated Road where he once lived, 
and those living on Skyline Drive. He 
said 114 provided a significant majority 
of Asian residents in his District that 
would enable others such as himself to 
get elected to Council. “I am a direct 
product of the Asian District,” he said, 
referencing the effectiveness of district 
elections to provide an opportunity for 
the Asian communities in D1 to elect a 
representative of their choosing. 

A second reading of the ordinance is 
scheduled for the regularly scheduled 
City Council Meeting on April 5.

Jesus Silva will be off the Council at the 
end of the year. He cannot run for elec-
tion in D2 where he lives since there is 
no election in that district this year. He 
can run in 2024, and while that is a 
Republican district, he might have a 
chance given his reputation, name 
recognition, and his wife Sharon Quirk 
Silva’s supporters. Quirk-Silva will be 
running for her final term in 2024. 

It seems there is a chance that Dunlap 
will not run for re-election. He has 
turned down the chance to be Mayor and 
a second chance to be Mayor Pro Tem. 
Those are not the actions of a person 
with political ambitions or seeking a 
long political career. 

If he does not run, that might improve 
Silva’s chances, but former 
Councilmember Greg Sebourn (whom 
Silva beat in the more Democratic 
District 3), may well step into a possible 
void. Of equal interest is who will fill 
the newly-created vacancy in D3. While 
a few names come to mind, speculation 

would be misleading at this point. But 
even though there is no primary, time is 
short. Money needs to be raised and 
allies need to be found by summer. 

Councilmember Zahra can run again 
in D5, but he is in the minority on the 
Council and often treated disrespectful-
ly. It cannot be much fun to be in his 
position. He also represents a district 
with a large Hispanic population and a 
candidate might emerge from that popu-
lation. 

Fullerton has three districts where 
Democrats have a majority. That guar-
antees nothing. Bruce Whitaker was 
most recently elected in a heavily 
Democratic district. Moreover, without 
primaries, the candidate with the most 
votes out of a multiple candidate field is 
elected, even without a majority. It has 
happened that a minority party has tried 
to recruit candidates that will split the 
majority vote. 

Interesting times are ahead.
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Under California law, the top two fin-
ishers in both races will advance on to 
the general election in November, 
regardless of their political party affilia-
tions. 

GOVERNOR 
On the State level, Governor Gavin 

Newsom, fresh from a landslide victory 
in last year’s recall attempt, will be fac-
ing a regular re-election, with his cur-
rently declared challengers being 
Republicans Brain Dahle, Laura Smith, 
Anthony Trimino, and Major Williams, 
as well as independent Michael 
Shellenberger. Like the congressional 
races, the initial primary will be held on 
June 7, and the top two finishers, regard-
less of their political party, will compete 
in the November general election. 

  
STATE ASSEMBLY 

For the California State Assembly, 
Assembly District 67, which represents 
southwest Fullerton, will see incumbent 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva, 
a Democrat, be challenged by fellow 
Democrat Param Brar and Republican 
Sou Moua. In Assembly District 59, 
which represents the remaining north-
eastern portion of Fullerton, incumbent 
Philip Chen, a Republican, is running 
for re-election. So far, no challengers are 
seeking to replace him at the State 
Capitol in Sacramento. 
  

STATE SENATE 
Incumbent Tom Umberg, a Democrat, 

will be running for re-election against 
Republican Jim Silva in the California 
State Senate’s 34th District, which now 
includes southern and western Fullerton 
after redistricting. However, the State 
Senate’s 37th district, which includes 
northern and eastern Fullerton and is 
currently represented by Democrat Josh 
Newman, will not be up for re-election 
until 2024. (State Senators serve four-
year terms.) 
  

OC BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
County-level races have seen much 

interest, with several candidates running 
for positions on the Orange County 
Board of Supervisors. In the Board of 
Supervisors’ 4th District, which contains 
all of Fullerton, incumbent Supervisor 
Doug Chaffee faces several challengers, 
including Sunny Park, the current 
Mayor of Buena Park, and Brea City 
Councilmember Stephen C. Vargas, 
according to Voice of OC. Although the 
Supervisor position is officially non-
partisan, Chaffee and Park are affiliated 
with the Democratic Party and Vargas 
with the Republican Party. To win the 
election, the top candidate must win at 
least 50% of the vote in June’s primary 
election. Otherwise, the top two con-
tenders will continue on to the 
November election. 
  

OC DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
In this year’s District Attorney race, 

incumbent Todd Spitzer, according to 
CBS News, is faced with controversy 

over remarks that critics have consid-
ered to be racist, quoting the “n-word” 
while reading a transcript related to a 
hate crime as well as allegedly stating 
that he “knows many Black people who 
get themselves out of their bad circum-
stances and bad situations by only dat-
ing white women.” Spitzer’s challengers 
include Peter Hardin, a former Special 
Assistant United States Attorney, 
Michael Jacobs, a former Orange 
County Deputy District Attorney, and 
Bryan Chehock.  

According to Voice of OC, Hardin has 
faced his own issues with his supposed-
ly “womanizing” behavior while work-
ing as a prosecutor at the Orange County 
District Attorney’s office. A major 
theme in the race, following several 
District Attorney races nationwide, is 
the contrast between Spitzer’s “tough on 
crime” approach to prosecutions as 
opposed to Hardin’s more progressive 
stances on criminal justice, such as end-
ing the use of cash bail as well as the use 
of the death penalty. Although the posi-
tion is officially non-partisan, Spitzer 
identifies as a Republican while Hardin 
is affiliated with the Democratic Party. 
Similar to the Board of Supervisors, 
candidates in the District Attorney’s race 
must win at least 50% of the vote in the 
primary on June 7. Otherwise, the top 
two finishers will advance to the general 
election in November. 

 
 OC BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Among the County-level races, some 
of the most contentious involve educa-
tion, in a time where important national 
controversies include the supposed 
teaching of so-called “critical race theo-
ry” in schools, as well as the roles public 
and charter schools should play in K-12 
education. Area 4 of the Orange County 
Board of Education, which represents 
all of Fullerton, will have incumbent 
Trustee Tim Shaw face off against oppo-
nents Paulette Chaffee, Elissa Kim, and 
David Choi. Unlike the previous races 
mentioned, the June primary will serve 
as the only election for this position, 
allowing one to win the race even if they 
receive only a plurality below 50%. 
Additionally, incumbent Orange County 
Superintendent of Schools Al Mijares is 
being challenged by Stefan Bean, whom 
Fullerton College political science pro-
fessor Jodi Balma has described as hav-
ing pro-charter school positions and 
conservative leanings. Symbolic of the 
increasing importance of education 
issues, this race, which Balma describes 
as “one that is usually not particularly 
politically controversial,” may have 
national implications.  

Overall, 2022 will be a busy election 
year, with numerous races up and down 
the ballot. Regardless of their political 
stances, voters should investigate the 
positions on which they are voting in 
order to select the candidates they think 
will best represent Fullerton’s interests 
while in office.

Election 2022 continued from front page

SoCalGas repairs methane leaks near  
Golden Hills Elementary ahead of schedule

The Fullerton Observer made an inquiry to SoCalGas about methane leaks found 
near Golden Hills Elementary. Elizabeth Rodil, a media representative for 
SoCalGas, said, “In an effort to be proactive, the repairs near Golden Hills 
Elementary were made ahead of schedule. The two green [gray above] diamonds 
(#4935 and #4936 see website below) were repaired on Saturday, March 12. The 
blue [black above] diamond (#4934 see website) was repaired on March 22.”  

To view methane leaks in your area go to the website and type in your zip code.  
https://socalgas.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=93db425fa47
d4de9857dd34fd67a93fe 

One million, three hundred sixty five 
thousand, five hundred fifty three dol-
lars of our tax moneys are coming to 
Fullerton in the fiscal year 2022-23.  
This tax money is distributed by the 
United States Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) through 
the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program.  Additional 
funds carried over from the previous 
year–$263,229 in reprogrammed funds 
and $200,000 housing rehab carryover-- 
bring the total to $1,828,782 CDBG 
moneys available for distribution. 

The Fullerton Community 
Development Citizens Committee 
(CDCC)  under the Community and 
Economic Development Department 
(CEDD) evaluates applications from 
local agencies for a maximum of 20% of  

the CDBG funds.  This fiscal year that 
sum is $204,832 for public service activ-
ities.  Then the members recommend to 
the City Council which of the applicants 
should be funded and at what level of 
funding.  The CEDD was allocated 
$253,110 for housing administration. 

This was done March 22 in an open 
meeting of the committee members in 
City Council chambers.  Just one citizen 
attended  to offer a public comment. 

 The balance of the moneys as recom-
mended by the Committee will go to 
Home Improvements ($545,840) and to 
Public Works projects ($805,000), if 
approved by the City Council. 

The recommendations of the CDCC 
will be forwarded to  the City Council 
for their consideration and vote at the 
May 3 regular council meeting.

Community Development Block Grant 
Funding to be Allocated by Judith Kaluzny

Monitoring: This site is 
non-hazardous and has 
been logged for monitor-
ing according to federal 
guidelines to verify it 
remains non-hazardous 
until it is repaired or 
replaced. 
 
Schedule for Repair: This 
site is non-hazardous but 
in need of repair or 
replacement. While plan-
ning, permitting and other 
activities are underway, 
the site will be inspected 
as frequently as necessary 
to verify it remains safe.

SoCal Gas Public Leak

New Energy Service Begins for Businesses
The Orange County Power Authority (OCPA) began service on April 1 delivering 

energy choice to more than 38,000 business accounts across the cities of Buena 
Park, Fullerton, Huntington Beach and Irvine. 

Customers can choose from OCPA Basic Choice, equal in cost to Southern 
California Edison (SCE), Smart Choice, which provides 69% renewable energy, or 
100% renewable energy. 

Before OCPA, energy used by businesses came from a single mixture of non-
renewable sources like coal, oil and gas. OCPA gives local communities the power 
to make choices about renewable energy content. The move to cleaner energy 
replaces the fossil fuels with wind, solar, geothermal, and hydro-generated electric-
ity. SCE still provides power transmission to customers, and both SCE and OCPA 
work together to ensure electric service reliability. 

OCPA will launch its residential service this Fall. At full launch, OCPA will be the 
sixth largest and greenest community choice energy provider in California. For more 
information, visit https://www.ocpower.org.

Agreements Reached with Employee Groups
City Council voted 4-1 (Dunlap “no”) 

to approve Memorandums of Agreement 
(MOA) between the city of Fullerton 
and the City’s various employee groups. 
These reflect tentative agreement on 
wages, hours, and working conditions. 
Some highlights include: 

Fullerton Fire Management 
Association: A 2.25% across-the-board 
increase for all salary ranges. The City 
and the FFMA agree to meet and confer 
in good faith over any impacts if a deci-

sion to contract with the OCFA for fire 
services is made. 

Fullerton Municipal Employees 
Federation: A 5.25% across-the-board 
increase for all salary ranges in the unit 
effective the first pay period after ratifi-
cation and approval of MOA (March 
19). 

Fullerton Management Association: 
The addition of Step 6 for all FMA clas-
sifications that currently only have five 
steps, set at 5% above Step 5.



30. Put many miles on 
31. Skirt's edge 
33. Toddler's drink 
34. Jai ___ 
35. Singers Orbison and Rogers 
38. King with a golden touch 
39. K-6: Abbr. 
42. Rolled game piece 
44. "He ___ himself" (avoids others) 
46. Unmanned fliers  
47."And all that's best of dark and  
     bright meet in her___ and her  
     eyes"  (Lord Byron line) 
50. Letts play "August: ___ County" 
51. Cove, e.g. 
52. Disney's football-kicking mule 
53. "___ state of affairs" 
56. Six-time MLB All-Star Moises 
57. Shipping hazard 
58. Actor Rogen 
59. "Decorates" a house, e.g. 
61. Form 1040 org. 
62. Lend a hand
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1. Chipotle peppers in ___ sauce 
6. Ewes do it 
9. Fr. holy woman 
12. Crybaby 
13. ___ and outs 
14. Something to pick 
15. Contacts virtually 
16. Intellectuals, slangily 
18. Atlanta-based airline 
19. Fill to excess 
20. Picture of health? 
21. Popular brand of turkey 
24. Summer coolers, for short 
27. ___ roll (winning) 
28. Tiny fraction of a min. 
29. Thrive 
32. Doing battle 
36. Snaky swimmers 
37. Motif 
40."Theme from Mission: Impossible"  
     composer Schifrin 

41. Courted 
43. Nougat and caramel candy bar 
45. Verdi opera 
48. Kiki, Sandra or Ruby 
49. Sue Grafton's "___ for Alibi" 
50. Edmonton sporting event 
53. "This comes ___ surprise" 
54. Major work 
55. Blue Ribbon beer 
60. Soup crackers 
62. Out for the night 
63. Grow old 
64. Tape deck button 
65. Apple civil suits? 
66. Rank for Lenny Briscoe on "L&O" 
67. Retired flier 
68. What the starts of the longest  
     answers may make

1. Sighed lament 
2. Watch face 
3. "Put a lid ___!" 
4. Dwell on, as a point 
5. Surgery sites, for short 
6. The Ohio State is in it 
7. Ticks off 
8. Flue residue 
9. Growl 
10. Kind of wave 
11. Online store that sells mainly  
     handmade goods 
12. Tie the knot 
16. "Dig in!" 
17. Quite so 
19. Squirrel away 
22. Textbook section 
23. Actress Arthur 
24. "___ Good Men" (1992 Aaron  
     Sorkin film) 
25. Disney goldfish 
26. Han ___ 
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“MIX IT UP!” by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)
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REACH LOCAL REPEAT CUSTOMERS WHEN YOU ADVERTISE  

WITH THE FULLERTON OBSERVER.  
WE REACH 10,000 HOUSEHOLDS, 49,000 IMPRESSIONS MONTHLY  

ON OUR WEBSITE, 1.9K MONTHLY ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA.  
IN HOUSE AD CREATION INCLUDED IN PRICES. SEE MORE AT 

WWW.FULLERTONOBSERVER.COM AND CLICK ADVERTISE.

Fullerton City Council voted 3-2 
(Silva and Zahra “no”) to approve 2.5% 
across the board budget cuts at their 
March 15 meeting. 

The cuts will affect 21 staff positions, 
including the elimination of four police 
officers, four firefighters, one mainte-
nance worker, one Parks and Recreation 
Assistant, two Library positions, and 
other positions. Most of these positions 
are currently vacant, meaning funded 
but not filled. These cuts are on top of an 
additional $3.8 million reduction incor-
porated into the adopted budget. 

Mayor Fred Jung, Mayor Pro Tem 
Bruce Whitaker, and Councilmember 
Nick Dunlap, who voted for the cuts, 
argued that they were necessary to bal-
ance a structural deficit. 

While the cuts do put the City in a bet-
ter position fiscally by eliminating the 
current deficit and adding to the City’s 
reserve fund, Fullerton has seen a strong 
resurgence in post-COVID revenue 
growth. Sales tax and transient occupan-
cy tax revenues are projected to grow by 
over $5 million during this fiscal year. 

Based on this revenue growth, City 
projections show the structural deficit 
disappearing even without the 2.5% cuts 
by fiscal year (FY) 2023/24, although, 
according to Interim City Manager Jeff 
Collier, the cuts allow for a stronger 
contingency reserve to protect against 
future financial uncertainty. 

Fullerton’s finances are also being 
helped by the use of $32 million of fed-
eral relief dollars from the American 
Rescue Plan Act. Mayor Pro Tem 
Whitaker and Councilmember Dunlap 
had argued in previous meetings to use 
most of those funds for road repair 
rather than staffing and services. 

During the March 15 meeting, 
Councilmembers and the public argued 

for and against cuts at a time when 
Fullerton already faces significant 
staffing shortages, which it could have 
shored up with a greater application of 
ARPA funds. 

Councilmembers Ahmad Zahra and 
Jesus Silva argued against the proposed 
cuts. Silva proposed an alternative 1.5% 
cut. This motion failed. 

Zahra said that a budget is more than 
just numbers, that there are real world 
consequences to cuts. 

“If the direction is just to balance 
numbers, then yay, we did it,” he said. 
But if our goal is to provide safety, clean 
parks, good support for our businesses 
and planning so there are no delays, 
investing in economic development, if 
this is our goal, then we are not achiev-
ing it with this.” 

A staff report states, “If staffing and 
service levels do not increase in the 
coming year there is a likelihood of pro-
ducing a cumulative risk to public safe-
ty, deferred maintenance related to our 
facilities, and increased liability.” 

Mayor Jung said, “The pessimist com-
plains about the wind. The optimist 
expects the wind to change. The realist 
simply adjusts the sails, and that’s what 
we’re doing right now.” 

Fullerton currently has 135 vacant or 
unfilled positions. Collier said that 
Council has approved 67 of the vacant 
positions to be filled. So, despite the 
cuts, the City will be hiring additional 
people in the coming months. 

At one point during the March 15 
meeting, Mayor Jung asked Collier why 
the 2.5% cuts were coming from staffing 
reductions and not something else. 

“Basically, people provide services, 
and that’s what local government is,” 
Collier said.

2.5% BUDGET CUTS APPROVED  
BY COUNCIL MAJORITY by Jesse La Tour
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Photo Quiz  
Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

Last issue: These seem to land 
overnight and look a bit like speak-
ers, but this is not Nashville, so, no. 
Small 5G antennae for wireless. Not 
one person knew. Now you do.  

This issue:  This plaque is in the 
sidewalk front of which Downtown 
store? There is a hint on the top left 
of this page. 

    SPEEDY SMOG   
  

Maybe it’s a reaction to COVID, pushing some to make drastic changes to their 
lifestyles and leading to erratic behavior.  No doubt you have noticed impatience, 
risky moves, red light crashes, and speeding now more than ever. Some jaywalk 
across Commonwealth in our downtown even when cars are speeding past, and it’s 
scary to see. I have heard people say signs should be posted, but they are posted, 
just not noticed. Keep in mind, the fine for jaywalking is $196 and with other fees 
it’s about $250. Large signs warning drivers to watch for legally crossing pedestri-
ans are here and there, including these on Chapman, another street where wannabe 
NASCAR drivers seem to race by often. Now this... 

STOP HERE 
  
When this scene popped up, it was easy to imagine it had to do with speeding. But 

no, it’s a Smog Check station operated by the Highway Patrol.  
Never fear, it’s voluntary, free, and the results let you know if you need to take 

your car in and get any emissions issue taken care of. Even with all the signs and 
patrol cars, many drivers had to brake hard at the last minute. Take it easy! Don’t 
let the sound of your own wheels drive you crazy.  

 SoCo Restaurants 
  
The latest SoCo restaurants are going up fast now. As you can see above, the sec-

ond floors are taking shape.   

 Getting to know you 
  
This pre-printed, spiral bound phone directory was left behind when we purchased 

our mid-1960 era house in east Fullerton. Each one listed on the first page is includ-
ed inside with address and phone number. Pretty good idea, I’m sure they all paid 
to be in here and for good reason—easy referrals for anyone new in town. It was 
interesting to note that at least a few places are still around. We spotlighted Bill’s 
Body Works last year, and there are more listed that still exist. I believe Pick-A-
Dilly had to change their name to It’s-A-Dilly due to a trademark of some kind. I 
wonder if Floyd the Handyman is still being handy.  

Seems like Lee’s Hardware was here into the 80s; there was a hardware store at 
Post Office Village back then and they knew everything to know about the houses 
nearby. Need a fuse? What’s the address? Oh yea, here it is. You may have some 
luck with that at Ace Hardware on Commonwealth, but the rest are gone. Towne and 
Country Liquor store is still there. It’s Town and Country now, and they are listed 
as having “Unique delivery services,” and their motto was “We Plan Your Party 
With Flair.” 

Fullerton Fashion Florist is no longer on Harbor, but you can still go to King’s 
Flowers on Commonwealth, in business since 1975. Lakeman’s Market on 
Commonwealth is now La Aguila, and Williams Company now houses Bourbon 
Street and The Bowery Craft Beer and Pizza.  

If you spot any others let us know, allmedia@sbcglobal.net is the place to go.  

Calling all model citizens 
  
No, It’s not a new committee, it’s the amazing return of…. MODELMANIA! Not 

listed in Getting To Know You, but this relic of the past has resurfaced at 232 W. 
Commonwealth with “bargains galore.” The classic sign I recall was “If it is in 
stock, we have it” but now it’s “please be patient with us while we adjust prices for 
this Century” and they ain’t kidding. Hours are from 11am to 4pm Thurs, Fri & Sat 
and you can call them at (714) 992-6194. If you don’t know the area code, you may 
not be a Target customer anyway. 
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling (714) 870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman  

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm, 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  

1401 W. Valencia Dr.,  Fullerton.  
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call (714) 447-7400

March 15 School 
Board Report  

 STUDENT AWARDS:  
Congratulations Dream Catchers. 
Dream Catcher is one portion of the Path 
Finder program. The following students 
have exhibited dynamic skills in identi-
fying their dreams and then putting 
these dreams into tangible action. 

• Kyle Monson  
(Ladera Vista Jr. High, 7th Grade, Arts) 
• Reylinda Estrella  
(Raymond, 4th Grade, Arts) 
• Max Inurreta  
(Pacific Drive, 4th Grade, Entrepreneur) 
• Daniel Min  
(Sunset Lane, 6th Grade, Entrepreneur) 
• Elizabeth Rubio  
(Commonwealth, 6th Grade, Leadership) 
• Giselle Wu  
(Acacia, 6th Grade, Music) 
• Enzo Passalaqua  
(Beechwood, 4th Grade, Service) 
• Anika Shah  
(Laguna Road, 6th, Grade, Service) 
• Brixton Moreno  
(Beechwood, 4th Grade, Service) 
• Holly Shiohama  
(Fisler, 7th Grade, Service, Arts) 
• Apple Lee  
(Rolling Hills, 6th Grade, Sports) 
• Ryan Hoffman 
 (Richman, 4th Grade, STEM) 
TEACHER AWARDS:  
Sue Cooper was introduced as the 

FSD Teacher of the Year  
The OC Parenting Magazine recipi-

ents who were voted by parents from the 
FSD District as top FSD staff and top 

teachers of Orange County:   
• Dr. Helen Morris, 
 O. C. Top School Leader  
• Joanne  Decoral & Elizabeth Zimer 
Among the Top 25 OC Teachers  

INSTITUTION AWARDS:  
• Parks Jr. High School was recog-

nized by the League of Schools as “A 
School to Watch.” Parks offers A.P. 
English and last year 30 students scored 
so high on the AP English test they 
earned college credit. It also has a recog-
nized chorus and sports program. 

• Ladera Vista Jr. High School of the 
Arts was re-designated by the League of 
Schools as “A School to Watch.” Ladera 
Vista Jr. High of the Arts now has added 
musical theater to its program, which 
means it is now considered a “triple 
threat” with chorus, theater, and dance.  

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: 
 Promoting childhood literacy LeVar 

Burton read on a live stream to 2,000 
classrooms and provided signed copies 
of his book to each Board member. He 
also presented the school with Tonies for 
students, which are boxes containing a 
tape recorder machine so the kids can 
listen to Burton reading a book.  

CSEA has increased classified hours. 
Nutrition has developed a Taste of 
California Program with students partic-
ipating in a master chef competition.  

Bus drivers are currently fully staffed 
and buses have been fitted with new air 
filtration units. 

FETA: Mark Jacobs said that most 
students are not wearing masks, some 
are weary of them. Parent conferences 
were conducted this year either in per-

son or via Zoom. He said that Barnes & 
Noble has given each school $100 for 
books. Teachers are working on how to 
improve student behavior difficulties. 
The Distant learning (Zoom) program 
will continue with students. 

PTA: Ms. Wendy Reed reported that 
PTA was founded 125 years ago in 1933. 
Fullerton’s PTA is the 3rd oldest council 
in Orange County and the largest in the 
nation. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: There were about 
15 community members present. 
Several people spoke. One person, a 
grandparent, thanked the District for 
permitting children not to wear masks. 
“Children should be guided by parents 
and not mandates. Children cannot make 
decisions.” He urged FSD to write a res-
olution to oppose a new law that 
requires vaccinations. Ten people were 
with him. Several people spoke to stop 
the mandate, including a former FSD 
teacher who asked people to write, e-
mail the State to remove COVID man-
dates.  

BOARD MEMBERS  
DISCUSSION & RULINGS:  

Trustee Hilda Sugarman said the 
District has received $71,660 of dona-
tions for student activities. Certified per-
sonnel have stated that no staff will be 
released on March 15. FETA & FSD 
have completed negotiations. Agreement 
approved by Board 5-0.   

Provide stipend for management in 
recognition of work during the pandem-
ic. Approved 5-0 

2023/2024 School Calendar Approved 
4-1 (Sugarman opposed) 

New school holiday Juneteenth (June 
19). This will only affect Summer 
school and this year it is on a Sunday. 
Approved 5-0  

Budget Update: Second Interim 
Report Approved 5-0 

Budget Discussion: District may have 
a reduction of 13,000 students. Current 

Lottery per ADA is $228 per student. 
Costs are going up. Free and reduced 
lunch prices will increase. Social, emo-
tional, and mental health programs need 
to be supported.  

There will be a balanced budget for 
this year. There is a projection of a slight 
deficit next year. This is the worst-case 
scenario, and District may get additional 
funds. Potential rising STRS & PERS 
costs are a factor and uncertainties such 
as impact of world events, declining 
enrollment, and more variants of 
COVID.  

ADDED PROGRAMS FOR NEXT YEAR:  
Transitional Kindergarten—new pro-

gram for 4-yr-olds at all schools, and 
possibly Early Childhood Development. 

The District is changing website adop-
tion to Blackboard. The previous server 
was very slow at customer service. The 
District looked at three possible prob-
lems and with Blackboard’s flexibility, 
content, and translation ability felt it is a 
better program and easier to use.  

PROGRAM FUNDRAISER & 
PROMOTIONS: Champions For 
Learning (a school program) is sponsor-
ing a Golf & Putting Tournament April 
11 with a $55 Dinner at the Alta Vista 
Golf Course in Yorba Linda to support 
District STEM programs, Fullerton Fest, 
and 6th Grade Outdoor Education 
Programs. 

OUTDOOR SCIENCE CAMP: All 
schools will attend in-person overnight 
experience. Teachers and students 
develop strong bonds. Students will 
fund-raise. Every student that wants to 
go will go. Maple students will attend a 
3-day Astro camp on Catalina Island 
for free. The Education Foundation will 
provide money to ensure all eligible 
kids will attend camps. 8th graders will 
have the opportunity to attend a 
Washington D.C. trip. 

The next FSD Board meeting is 
Tuesday, April 12 at 6pm.

RETURN TO IN-PERSON CELEBRATIONS 
The Fullerton Joint Union High 

School District (FJUHSD) Board meet-
ing welcomed back in-person honorary 
salutes for its staff and students on 
March 8. Trustees celebrated teachers 
from the agricultural programs offered 
at 5 different district schools. Brian 
Kim, Sunny Hills High School (SHHS) 
Agricultural TOSA (Teacher on Special 
Assignment), highlighted unique agri-
cultural projects like Buena Park High 
School’s farm to table program that pro-
vides FJUHSD cafeterias with fresh 
produce, to animal husbandry and floral 
programs. Kim said that agricultural 
programs and their instructors support 
over 2,100 students, many of whom go 
on to become teachers themselves. The 
program is “not about growing a crop, 
but [about] the cultivation of human 
beings.” All the programs promote lead-
ership and collaborative problem solv-
ing through classes like animal science, 
entrepreneurship, nutrition, viticulture, 
and horticulture. 

Sonora High School (SOHS) Principal 
Marvin Atkins celebrated girl’s winter 
sports by honoring SHHS’s girl’s tennis 
and golf team winners and Troy High 
School’s (TRHS) girl’s golf champions. 
After coach Jerry Cowgill thanked 
everyone for supporting the team, the 
trustees announced Coach Cowgill’s 

year-end retirement and thanked him for 
over 20 years of service to FJUHSD.  

SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 
Superintendent Dr. Steve McLaughlin 

welcomed lifted mask restrictions and 
thanked the board, facilities department, 
and the technology division for recently 
updating the board room with better 
camera and audio capabilities, and digi-
tal touchscreen monitors to make meet-
ings and training sessions more effec-
tive in the future. 

As of Saturday March 12, the 
FJUHSD implemented a mask optional 
policy for students, staff, and visitors. 
Dr. McLaughlin encouraged everyone to 
respect individual choice in this matter 
and to not pressure students or staff to 
don a mask or go without one.  

PTA REPORT 
Fullerton PTA Council Co-President 

Wendy Reid shared that 2022 celebrates 
the 125-year anniversary of PTA speak-
ing up for children’s rights nationwide. 
Parents and teachers founded the 
Fullerton PTA in 1933, making it the 3rd 
oldest council in Orange County. 
Orange County’s 4th District PTA is the 
largest representative group of parents, 
teachers, and students in the nation. 
PTA’s mission is to advocate on behalf 
of all children, while supporting parents 
and teachers to make an equitable, safer 

environment for children to gain oppor-
tunities and thrive.  

DRESS CODE UPDATES 
Executive Director of Administrative 

Services Dr. Karl Zener presented a 
revised dress code (Board Policy 5650). 
Last updated in 1978, the new BP 5650 
removed gender specific language and 
stated the board support for a designated 
dress code as part of a safe learning 
environment. The District’s dress code 
falls under three tiers starting with the 
Board’s overarching approval of the 
Administration’s more detailed policy 
that outlines acceptable attire during all 
school activities, and finally, each 
school administrator’s specific rules 
covering clothing and accessories. Dr. 
Zener said that all levels of the dress 
code were being updated by stakehold-
ers including students and Title IX 
Director Julie Blythe. During this first 
reading, Trustee Joanne Fawley made 
suggestions to both the Board and 
administrative policy for consideration. 
A second reading and vote on the Board 
policy is proposed for April 12.  

FACILITIES MASTER PLAN 
Facilities and Construction Director 

Todd Butcher updated FJUHSD’s 
Facilities Master Plan stating that after 
accomplishing $175 million worth of 
facility bond projects over seven years, 
an additional $374 million worth of 
projects will be required over the next 
10+ years. The projects range from reg-
ular deferred maintenance roofing, 
HVAC, and energy upgrades in the next 
three to five years all the way to new 
buildings, locker rooms, and walkways 
10 years from now. An estimated $27 

million will be used to replace  all the 
existing artificial turf over the next four 
to seven years. This expense has a spe-
cial fund apart from the regular deferred 
maintenance budget. Butcher said the 
cost projections included higher con-
struction costs due to inflation, labor 
shortages, and supply chain issues that 
have increased current costs by 33%. 
Since $200 million of this plan is 
planned for 10 years from now, the cur-
rent cost predictions seem premature. 
The Facilities Master Plan should be 
updated every few years to maintain a 
project installation record and used to 
predict future needs while estimating 
costs. Board President Lauren Klatzker 
thanked Mr. Butcher for his service 
announcing his retirement in April.  
SUNNY HILLS HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

On April 12, FJUHSD Administration 
will request trustee approval appointing 
Craig Weinreich as the next Sunny Hills 
High School Principal. Weinreich has a 
long history with FJUHSD starting in 
1999 when he joined Sunny Hills High 
School as a Social Science and English 
teacher. He has gone on to serve as 
Assistant Principal at La Habra High 
School (LHHS), Fullerton Union High 
School (FUHS), and SHHS. He received 
his BA from California Polytechnic 
University, San Luis Obispo, and a MS 
of Education from California State 
Fullerton. Upon board approval, he will 
work with SHHS Interim Principal 
Cathy Gach for a successful transition as 
the new principal. 

 
The next FJUHSD board meeting is 

April 12 at 6pm.



April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM).  I’m glad that we have 
a solid 30 days dedicated to bringing attention to one of the biggest social 
concerns of the 21st century. According to the Rape, Abuse, and Incest 
National Network, every 68 seconds, an American is sexually assaulted.  

The truth is that 30 days is not nearly enough to tell the stories of the millions. The truth is 
that these conversations fade with time. Sexual assault cases take the media by storm for a week, 
and by the next, they become mere whispers in the pool of news headlines and social media 
posts.  

But these discussions aren’t trends, and topics like sexual assault can never go out of season. 
Be it May, June, or July, there is no time when it is “more” appropriate to speak up and neither 
is there an end to advocacy. Afterall, sexual harassment exists in everyday life and will to con-
tinue to, until legislative action is taken, and the stories of survivors are examined with weight. 

Though an uncomfortable conversation, to prevent any more tragedies, we must confront the 
uncomfortable. This is an urge to change the way we respond to sexual violence cases and the 
ways we advocate for social justice. We cannot preach sexual abuse awareness yet move on 
from the very conversations that affect millions — the stories of sisters, brothers, friends, moth-
ers, fathers, and children. A month doesn’t do justice for the countless sexual assault survivors. 
So, it makes a huge difference when we voice our opinions and champion human rights.

This is Juno, the star 
in this issue. He is a 
zestful 3-year-old pup 

who has a grin forever on his snout. 
While he hasn’t lived with any fellow 
dogs yet, this playful husky might get 
along wonderfully with other canines 
who can match his energetic schedule; 
(8am—eat food in three gobbles, 10am 
go on a 25-mile hike, 12pm eat food in 
two bites, 1 to 4pm explore, 5pm eat 
food in one gulp, then nap.)  

Siberian huskies love exercise; they 
are the perfect gym partner. And, 

FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

Meet Juno

ANIMAL ID: A1725210

Endangered Animal Trivia

VIEWPOINT by Irene, 10th grade
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COMIC STRIP by Erin, 7th grade 

KIDS RULE by Tegan, 4th grade

April is “Celebrate Diversity Month.” In my diverse high 
school, we recently celebrated an annual event called 
International Food Fair (IFF) that featured not just cuisines but 

also dance performances that spotlight the different cultures of the student popula-
tion.  Over 2,000 students flocked to the school gym in three sessions, where they 
had a glimpse of their schoolmates' unique cultural background through various per-
formances. The cultural presentation showcased impressive folk-dance numbers 
presented by members of various school cultural clubs. 

This year’s IFF held so much value to the students since it was the first time after 
two years of being canceled due to the coronavirus. The excitement must have gone 
through the roof because the food booths were overwhelmed with a huge turnout of 
students who had pre-purchased their tickets online. Each of us in my friend group 

Celebrating Diversity

TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 10th grade

Cloe enjoys the food.

bought tickets worth $15 to $20 in the 
hopes of sampling as many cuisines as 
we could. But with the massive lines at 
each booth representing 12 countries 
(Korea, Mexico, Philippines, India, 
England, Japan, Cuba, Sweden, 
Palestine, Italy, China, and USA), many 
of my classmates were unable to try and 
even order any food since many booths 
sold out fast. All the careful planning we 
did using the food map and the menu 
that was made available online, barely 
helped as the massive lines stretched 
across the campus. 

My first IFF was quite the experience. 
I found myself running from booth to 

booth to try to gather as many cultural 
dishes as I could and had the chance to 
sample cuisines from Japan (Sushi 
Rolls), Philippines (Pancit/noodles), 
Korea (Bulgogi Rice), England 
(Sausage Rolls), and Italy 
(Mostaccioli/pasta).  While eating the 
Pancit Bihon from the Philippines, 
watching the Philippines’ Tinikling Folk 
Dance, and remembering the precious 
memories of my visits to my mom’s 
home country, I am grateful we have 
school events like IFF that remind me to 
learn more of my family’s cultural back-
ground and appreciate my school’s 
diverse culture.

huskies make great running pals; Juno is no exception. He loves the 
outdoors and would enjoy a walk any day, rain or shine. Come meet 
him, and let his bouncy personality put a smile on your face.  

Call (714) 935-6848 or visit www.ocpetinfo.com

Thirty Days Too Short

Spring 

 The scent of sweet jasmine flowers, 
Its delicate petals brush my fingertips, 

The blossoms gleam for hours.  
Playing under the warm rays, 

Skipping on the smooth pavement, 
I sing, share, and laugh for days.

Q: What’s the most critically 
endangered big cat in the 
world? 
A: The amur leopard. Its popu-
lation has decreased to a critical 
population of 70 wild leopards 
and 200 in captivity. They are 
endangered due to poaching, 
habitat loss, indiscriminate log-
ging, forest fires and land conversion for farming. When running, 
they can reach speeds up to 59.6km/h (37mph). Fun Fact: Amur 
leopards can also swim. Carnivorous, these leopards feed off on 
rodents, deer, and boar. Approximately four leopards are poached 
weekly.

Understanding the Ukraine-Russia War

Dancers at the Sunny Hills International Food Festival.Francine with schoolmate Arum.



SUN APRIL 10 
• 3pm: University Symphony 
Orchestra with the Talich Quartet 
$10 Meng Concert Hall 
 

WED APRIL 13 
• 8pm Boris Slutsky, piano • Guest 
Artist Recital $10 Recital Hall 
 

WED APRIL 13 
• 8pm Trumpet in the Baroque 
$10  Recital Hall 
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SUN APRIL 27 & 28 
• 7:30pm The Jewish Dog presented 

by The Electric Company Theatre: 
The Jewish Dog, directed by award-
winning Israeli director Yonatan 
Eskertin and adapted by Eskertin from 
the best-selling novel by Asher Kravitz. 
Dates coincide with Yom HaShoah, 
Holocaust Remembrance Day. 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center (714) 
738-6595 info@themuck.org 1201 W. 
Malvern Ave, Fullerton 

Theatre

THROUGH - MAY 15 
• 12pm - 8pm Thurs & 12pm - 4pm 
Fri, Sat, Sun: José Guadalupe 
Posada: The Iconic Printmaker and 
his Legacy in Popular Culture $10 
Fullerton Museum Center 301 N. 
Pomona Ave Fullerton (714) 738-6545 
info@fullertonmuseum.com 

 
THROUGH– APRIL 17 

• 10am-2pm Shipwrecks: Duty of 
Memory Photography by Stefano 
Benazzo of wrecks of ships and boats, 
stranded on shores all over the world. 

Muckenthaler Cultural Center 
 (714) 738-6595 info@themuck.org 

1201 W. Malvern Ave, Fullerton 
 

THROUGH– MAY 21 
• 11am – 4pm Tue - Thurs & Sat 
Ann Phong: Re-Evaluating Normal 
Through expressive abstraction, Phong 
transforms her paintings into an invita-
tion to pause, think, and recalibrate how  
we co-exist. Re-Evaluating Normal 
prompts us to re-imagine building a bet-
ter normal.  
CSUF Begovich Gallery 800 N. State 
College Blvd, Fullerton (657) 278-3471 
 

CALL FOR ENTRIES! 
Drop off for jurying in the Art Gallery. 

•April 11 •April 12 • April 13 
For work in the exhibition- Thursday, 

May 12, 8am-3pm & 6-7pm 
Please find the entry form at 

http://art.fullcoll.edu/studentartentry

Farmers Market
•  Every Wednesday 8:30am-12:30pm: 
Fullerton’s Certified Farmers 
Market. Shop for fresh fruit, vegeta-
bles, & more. Fullerton Community 
Center - 340 W. Commonwealth Ave. 

Art Shows California State University Fullerton

WED APRIL 6 
• 8pm Xavier Jara, guitar $10  
Recital Hall 

 
THURS, FRI, & SAT  

APRIL 7, 8, & 9 
• 8pm: Cabaret $24 Little Theatre  
 

THURS APRIL 7 
• 8pm Rong-Huey Liu, oboe with 
the Felici Trio $10 Recital Hall 
 

FRI APRIL 8 
• 8pm Talich Dvorak & 
Mendelssohn $10  Meng Concert 
Hall  
 

SAT APRIL 9 
• 3pm John Hallberg, saxophone 
$10  Meng Concert Hall 

Fullerton Plaza
THURS APRIL 7 

• 4:30-8:30pm City Market  
Support your local vendors. There will 
be fresh produce and live music to 
enjoy. Fullerton Downtown Plaza  
125 E. Wilshire Ave 

Clayes Performing Arts Center Box Office (657) 278-3371  
800 N State College Blvd, Fullerton •  purchase tickets and get directions:  

https://artstickets.fullerton.edu/TheatreManager/1/login?event=0

A Midsummer Night's Dream 
April 15 - 30 

James D. Young Theatre  
800 N. State College Blvd, Fullerton 

For more information contact  
the Box Office at (657) 278-3371 or  

pac-boxoffice@fullerton.edu
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Maverick Theatre  
110 E Walnut Ave, Ste B, Fullerton  

(714) 526-7070  
https://mavericktheater.com 

 
•Fri, April 8, 15 & 22 @ 8pm 
 
• Sat, April 2, 9, 16 & 23 @ 8pm 
 
• Sun, April 3, 10 & 17 @  6pm

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL RETURNS 
 by Christina Garner 

 
Fullerton College’s much-loved 

French Film Festival is back for its 
eleventh year. Fullerton again becomes 
the “Paris of Orange County,” featuring 
three nights of recent film releases from 
the French-speaking world, as well as a 
German spotlight. This year’s screen-
ings will be held at the Campus Theatre 
on four evenings, March 29, March 30, 
April 5, and April 6. All screenings 
begin at 7:30pm and are preceded by a 
cultural hour featuring complimentary 
food, music, dance, and art starting at 
6:30pm in the patio area outside the box 
office. 

Visitors will be greeted by the friendly 
faces of current Fullerton College stu-
dents and members of the French and 
German clubs on campus who have cre-
ated a dynamic cultural scene that will 
entertain visitors the hour before each 
evening’s screening. Free food samples 
from local restaurants will be served, 
such as Crêpes Bonaparte, Zombee 
Donuts, Crêpes de Paris, Bourbon Street 
Bar and Grill, Les Amis Restaurant, and 
Pandor Bakery. Additional sponsors 
include Vista Higher Learning and the 
International School of Orange County. 
Attendees will enjoy an eclectic Paris 
street scene come to life featuring gui-
tarists, piano players, opera singers, 
accordionists, dancers, street perform-
ers, painters, artists, and Parisian monu-
ments created by Sonora High School 
students guided by Karen McClung. 

Do you prefer comedy? A heartwarm-
ing drama? Suspense? There is some-
thing for everyone.  

Show time is 7:30 pm. Here are the 
next shows: 

Tuesday April 5:  Un Triomphe/The 
Big Hit (2017) Rated PG13  

This comedy follows the loveable 
Etienne, a passionate but frequently out-
of-work actor, who becomes the new 
director of a prison theater workshop.  
Inspired by the talent he finds in the 
inmates, he comes up with the idea of 
staging “Waiting for Godot” on a real 
stage.  An entertaining and touching true 
life story. 

Wednesday April 6:  Au bout des 
doigts/In Your Hands (2018) Rated 
PG13   

This drama/comedy highlights a trou-
bled young man from a rough side of 
town who gets the chance to show his 
piano talents by attending the National 
Conservatory of Music. How will he 
handle the new upper-class world in 
which he finds himself?  A new twist on 
an old situation. 

Individual tickets for each night’s 
showing can be purchased at the box 
office starting 30 minutes before each 
show.  Prices are $10 for the general 
public and $7 for students.  All films are 
subtitled in English. 

(Due to ongoing COVID protocols, a 
vaccination card or recent negative test 
must be shown for entrance to the patio 
and box office at arrival on campus.) 
For further information, visit the French 

Film Festival website:  
https://humanities.fullcoll.edu/foreign-

languages/french-film-festival/ 
Follow on Facebook and Instagram 

@fcfrenchfilms

The Laramie Project $20 
Fri April 22 & 29 @ 8pm 
Sat April 23 & 30 @ 8pm 

Sun April 24 & May 1 @ 2pm 
The Laramie Project was written by Moises Kaufman and members of the 

Tectonic Theater Project in 2000 about the reaction to the 1998 murder of gay 
University of Wyoming student, Matthew Shepard. Kaufman and the other 
company members went to Laramie, Montana on six different occasions and 
questioned residents, the police force, and Matthew’s friends in an attempt to 
understand what happened, and most of all - why.  

First Christian Church at 109 E Wilshire Ave in downtown Fullerton.  
For Tickets please call 562 696.0600.  

THE OUTFIT: 
Two Hits

Most moviegoers will recognize Mark 
Rylance, but he came to film late in his 
career after many years in the royal 
Academy of Dramatic Arts. He also 
served as the first artistic director of 
Shakespeare’s Globe Theater in 
London. After working in theater writ-
ing, directing, and acting, Rylance was 
cast in Steven Spielberg’s Bridge of 
Spies, for which he won an Academy 
Award for Best Supporting Actor. He 
also appeared as the British sea captain 
in Dunkirk and more recently played 
roles in The Chicago Seven and Don’t 
Look Up. Television viewers will 
remember him as Thomas Cromwell in 
Wolf Hall. 

In The Outfit we see more of 
Rylance’s acting talent, for he is the star 
of this new movie.  Set in Chicago in 
1956, the film has a title that implies 
both meanings of the word outfit—a suit 
of clothes or a business enterprise, pos-
sibly illegal. Having learned his trade on 
Savile Row in London, Leonard 
(Rylance) has immigrated from England 
and has set up a tailoring business, 
where he makes suits impeccably tai-
lored from “thirty-eight separate pieces 
of material…that should in all ways 
respect and reflect the wearer.” The 
shop advertises its high-end appeal with 
a carefully lettered sign in the window: 
“L.Burling, Bespoke.” 

Gradually we learn that the clientele 
he serves has a hierarchy as rigid as the 
class system he left behind in London, 
but in Chicago the hierarchy exists with-
in the mob. Leonard’s patrons are Roy 
Boyle (Simon Beale), a mob chieftain, 
and Roy’s son Richie (Dylan O’Brien).  
Boyle also has a henchman named 
Francis (Johnny Flynn). Dressed like 
gentlemen in Leonard’s impeccably tai-
lored suits, these mobsters have looked 
upon Leonard as a mere craftsman ply-
ing his trade with ardor and persever-
ance. 

With classiness implied by the sign in 
the window, the mob leaders have grad-
ually begun to leave packages for one 
another in Leonard’s shop. Never taking 
his eyes away from the clothes he is cre-
ating, Leonard appears oblivious to the 
underworld exchanges occurring in his 
establishment. Yet we in the audience 
see in close-ups of Leonard’s face a 

facile and shrewd awareness beneath his 
concentration on the task at hand. When 
asked about tailoring, Leonard always 
responds that tailors can “hem trousers 
and sew buttons” but he is actually a 
“cutter,” the person who cuts the fabric 
and ultimately fashions the garment. His 
shears are as important to him as guns 
are to his clients. With his potentially 
dangerous clientele, Leonard worries 
about the welfare and safety of his 
young assistant, Mable (Zoey Deutch), 
who sits in the front of the store. She has 
become like a daughter to him and he 
cautions her, “These men are not gentle-
men.” 

Graham Moore, who co-wrote the 
screenplay and directed the film, always 
had Rylance in mind to play the role of 
Leonard. He was not surprised when 
Rylance went to London to spend time 
in an actual Savile Row tailoring shop, 
Huntsman & Sons, where he learned the 
art of cutting and sewing—two skills he 
needed to perform accurately in the 
film.  Moore reports that when Rylance 
first appeared on the movie’s set, he told 
the director that the cutting table was 
too high and insisted that it be lowered 
to look exactly like those used in Savile 
Row tailoring shops.  Moore has only 
admiration for his star’s commitment to 
the details needed for the authenticity of 
his role. 

Currently, the movie is playing only 
in theaters. 

A Day of Authors coming April 30 
www.adayofauthors.com 

A Day of Authors welcomes Rachel Howzell Hall with 
her latest book, These Toxic Things. “A mystery and com-
ing-of-age story you won’t be able to put down until the 
final revelation.” — Kirkus Reviews Hall’s protagonist, 
Mickie Lambert, preserves people’s memories by turning 
their personal objects into a digital scrapbook. She’s 
doing just that when curiosities shop owner and client 
Nadia Denham is murdered. “This cleverly plotted … 
novel offers well-drawn and original characters, lively 
dialogue, and a refreshing take on the serial killer theme. 
Hall continues to impress.” — Publishers Weekly

Rachel Howzell Hall 

https://humanities.fullcoll.edu/foreign-languages/french-film-festival/
https://humanities.fullcoll.edu/foreign-languages/french-film-festival/
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“The story about Rhino isn’t just about 
everything that he lost, it’s also about 
things that he gained in terms of know-
ing that we’re never alone, and that we 
all need help getting through life,” said 
actor, educational advocate, and author 
LeVar Burton to an assembly of 
Richman Elementary School students. 
Burton built his career around his love 
of stories and nurturing storytime fasci-
nation for school-age children every-
where. On Tuesday, March 15, LeVar 
Burton shared his own story, The Rhino 
Who Swallowed the Storm, with students 
and the Fullerton community during a 
special event at Richman Elementary, 
hosted by Tonies and the Fullerton 
School District.  

The event was made possible by a gen-
erous donation by LeVar Burton and 
Tonies, who partnered to donate over 
100 Tonieboxes to Fullerton School 
District schools. According to the com-
pany’s website, Tonies is the original 
screen-free audio entertainment system 
for young children. Launched in 2016 in 
Germany, co-founders Patric Fassbender 
and Marcus Stahl created Tonies with 
one thing in mind: their children. The 
Toniebox was designed to allow kids to 
experience storytelling in a digital age in 
a way that stimulates their imagination 
without screens. Today, Tonies is the 
fastest growing toy company in Europe, 
and is becoming more popular in the 
United States. The assembly they hosted 
at Richman Elementary was live 
streamed and shared with national part-
ners, including GoNoodle and Hula 
Frog.   

Many Observer readers may be famil-
iar with LeVar Burton, whose decades-
long body of work includes Roots, Star 
Trek: The Next Generation, and Reading 
Rainbow. He has been honored with 13 
Emmy Awards, 3 NAACP Awards, a 
Grammy Award for Spoken Word 
Album, a Peabody Award, the Fred 
Rogers Award, the Inamori Prize for 
Ethics in Entertainment, 
and a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame.  

Outside the Richman 
Elementary Multipurpose 
Building, signs were post-
ed with Burton smiling 
and holding up a 
Toniebox. After children 
from different classes filed 
into the room, Principal 
Kristen Holm welcomed 
everyone to the reading-
related event. Students 
remembered reading The 
Rhino Who Swallowed the 
Storm. When they were 
asked who their favorite 
character was, they 
answered in unison, “The 
Rhino!”  

Drew Vernon, Marketing Director at 
Tonies, then began with an introduction. 
Vernon said, “One of the reasons I like 
stories so much is because when I was 
your age, when I was a little kid, I used 
to watch a show called Reading 
Rainbow. On Reading Rainbow was a 
person named LeVar Burton, and he 
became a very special person for me 
because he taught me how to appreciate 

stories. Now, I grew up and I get to help 
share stories.” 

Burton entered the stage and began 
reading his book to the group of ecstatic 
students. The Rhino Who Swallowed the 
Storm is a book-within-a-book. Little 
Mica Mouse, a character who was 
inspired by Burton’s own daughter, 
becomes scared once she hears thunder 

booming outside her 
house, so Papa Mouse 
must find the right story to 
read to her. In Papa 
Mouse’s story, a rhino is 
devastated by a storm that 
takes away everything he 
loves. The rhino swallows 
the storm, but it doesn’t 
make him feel any better, 
so he sets off on an imagi-
native journey of healing 
and self-recovery and 
meets quite a few friends 
along the way. With the 
help of his friends and 
family, rhino is able to let 
go of the storm he swal-
lowed.  

It’s a story written to 
help children express their 

feelings and navigate through difficult 
circumstances. “We live in a world 
where so many tragic events happen, 
like storms, floods, fires, and hurri-
canes,” Burton said. “I was in New York 
City one Saturday afternoon when 
another one of these major tragedies 
happened.” He asked the kids if they 
knew who Fred Rogers was. Most of 
them weren’t familiar with the man and 
his show, Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood, 
but were familiar with the fictional char-
acter of Daniel Tiger. Mr. Rogers was a 
big hero for LeVar Burton, and the two 
of them eventually became friends. He 

said, “Fred used to be so brilliant at 
writing books and explaining to an audi-
ence of kids about the world that we live 
in. And, on this one particular day, I 
realized that Fred was no longer here. 
Fred had passed on, and there was 
nobody really stepping in to speak to 
kids about tragedy, loss, and recovery.”   

Burton explained that his story about 
the rhino is to show that life is a group 
effort. “We never do this thing called 
life alone. There are, as the book says, 
family and friends, even sometimes 
people we don’t know who are here to 
help us through the tough times. So, this 
book was a response to that need, seeing 
that Fred wasn’t here anymore.”   

Afterward, Drew Vernon showed kids 
that they can put a little character on top 
of a Toniebox and emanating from that 
box would be LeVar Burton’s voice, 
reading The Rhino Who Swallowed the 
Storm. Vernon, along with the compa-
ny’s mascot, Red, presented Richman 
Elementary and Fullerton School 
District officials with a check for one 
hundred Tonieboxes. In return, the stu-
dents from Richman Elementary pre-
sented Burton with a blanket with a 
drawing from his book. Each of the 
classes had made their own books about 
the rhino story: one about how the rhino 
makes them feel, and another about how 
the rhino is feeling.  

“I loved being here. I loved sharing 
rhino with all of you. I loved that you 
were all familiar with the story, and 
already had a favorite character,” 
Burton said. “I just want to thank you 
from the bottom of my heart for your 
warm welcome and wonderful hospital-
ity…It’s so wonderful to feel the pres-
ence of the Fullerton community in this 
room together. I understand this really 
was a community effort.”

LeVar Burton Reads to Students at Richman Elementary School 

 
 

“We never do this 
thing called life 

alone.  
There are,  

as the book says, 
family and friends, 

even sometimes 
people we don’t 
know who are  
here to help us 

through the tough 
times."

Author and actor LeVar Burton reads from his book The Rhino Who Swallowed the Storm to students at Richman Elementary School on March 15.
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The Teen Brain: Part I  

by Jo Ann C. Brannock, Ph.D. 
  

I reflect on my years serving on mur-
der cases as an expert witness for four 
young men in their late teens. What hap-
pened to these young people to have 
committed these murders?  It is hard to 
fathom that their lives are now restricted 
to prison life. 

One of these young men is on death 
row. Given a sentence such as this, Dr. 
Robert Dolan in his book, Death to 
Death (2016), reviews how the death 
penalty is flawed. The death penalty in 
America is unfair for it is “negatively 
imbalanced for blacks, and positively 
for the rich and famous.”  When the 
appeals process is used, he states that “it 
is so cumbersome as it drags cases on 
for seeming eternity, while dragging 
families through the ordeals of reliving 
the horror of the murder of the victim.”  
The process is massively expensive, and 
the only reasonable fix is “to convert the 
sentences of those on death row to life 
without the possibility of parole 
(LWOP).” 

Another argument about the unfair-
ness of the justice system is about sen-
tencing adolescents as adults. 
Psychologists Laurence Steinberg and 
Elizabeth S. Scott (2003) have argued 
that juveniles should not be held to the 
same standards of criminal responsibili-
ty as adults because adolescents’ deci-
sion-making capacity is diminished.  
They are less able to resist coercive 
influence and their character is still 
undergoing change. In agreement with 
this is the finding by the National 
Institute of Health (NIH) that teens’ 
brains undergo massive reorganization 
and do not mature until age 25. 

Steinberg and Scott advocate for 
youths who have committed crimes, that 
they should be punished more leniently 
than their adult counterparts because of 
this immaturity of the brain and the lack 
of ability to consider consequences. I 
spoke to a young man of 22 who was in 
agreement with these changes in his 
own behavior.  He said, “I am not the 
same person that I was three years ago.” 

How can we explain how the brain 
affects behavior, particularly that of an 
adolescent?  One way to view the brain 
is that it consists of the following three 
functions: the instinctual brain, which 
puts one into survival mode of acting 
out for self-preservation; the emotional 
brain where the feelings and motiva-
tions are; and the thinking brain where 
reasoned judgments are made.  Without 
a mature brain and the censorship of the 
thinking brain, teens act on the impulse 

of the emotional brain.  They do not 
censor their behavior and act out in situ-
ations before they think about the conse-
quences. 

I was privy in working on these cases 
to review reports by social workers, 
teachers, and police officers among 
other reports, including interviewing 
these teens on several occasions.  I read 
the cases over and over and found that 
each had some of the following 
extremely dysfunctional childhoods, 
which included drug abuse, gang behav-
ior, sexual abuse, neglect or other illicit 
behaviors within the family. One of 
these adolescents served most of his 
teen years in Youth Authority where he 
received a high school diploma and was 
considered to have leadership qualities, 
in addition to being a talented artist.  
However, when he graduated from the 
Youth Authority Program, he had 
nowhere to go but back to his mother’s 
house in which he now found himself. 
This is where all those negative factors 
in his childhood still existed, and he was 
vulnerable to the situations.  He was 
sentenced to death row. I conclude that 
these teens lacked the control of their 
impulses due to both their immature 
brains and the poor home environment: 
both nature and nurture factors. 

I was asked by a friend recently, 
“What is the most difficult time of life?”  
I believe that it is adolescence, but with 
good guidance and understanding from 
adults, it can be the best time. This stage 
of life is seen as a time of great opportu-
nity and sensitivity, and of enormous 
potential for change.  Adolescents are at 
the height of their learning potential 
with the possibility of getting the most 
from their formal education.  It is here 
that they learn to persist with chal-
lenges, acquire the ability to control 
their emotional behavior, and navigate 
social situations. But they need direc-
tion and the guidance of adults.  We as a 
society need to provide a way out of 
their poverty-stricken physical and men-
tal environments.  To believe in adoles-
cents, that they can succeed, and to give 
them opportunities to challenge their 
thinking brain and to control their emo-
tional brain, should be foremost. 

We have the responsibility to care 
about our youth and to make an effort to 
help those who may be headed for a life 
of crime.  Also, we need to have justice 
reform to accommodate the younger 
criminal because of the immature, not 
fully-developed brain.  

To be continued in Part II

Local Author/Artist Explores 
Mental Health

Dan Joyce, a prolific local artist and writer, has released a book entitled Have You 
Taken Your Meds? The book explores the author’s life as a psychiatric patient 
through art, poetry, music, and comedy, as well as critically analyzing the recovery 
and mental health systems in Los Angeles and Orange Counties. The book is part 
of a larger creative project, which includes videos and a screenplay. Joyce will have 
a book signing at Mo’s Fullerton Music (121 N. Harbor Blvd.) on Saturday April 
30 from 2-6pm featuring music by Ryan Steele and comedy by Pat Leborio to kick 
off Mental Health Awareness Month, which is May. 

Recovery Road is a Community 
Resource Center with a different 
approach to assisting those in need 
based on the premise that ongoing sup-
port is a primary factor to recovering 
from stressful situations. Regardless of 
the cause, homelessness, substance 
abuse, domestic violence, veterans’ 
needs, or unemployment, recovery is the 
primary objective. Robin Rush has run 
this non-profit organization since 2020 
that offers a multitude of resources on a 
continuing basis.  

The primary need is in feeding the 
family. Recovery Road provides weekly 
boxes of food based on the current liv-
ing conditions. Does the client have 
access to a freezer? They can get frozen 
products. Do they have a microwave? 
Products that are microwaveable are 
provided. Do they need baby food? That 
also is available. To service their clients, 
Recovery Road has a direct phone line 
that accepts a request and transcribes it 
into a work order that is filled and then 
the client is notified it is ready to be 

picked up. A running record is main-
tained to provide quantities and age-
appropriate items for those under 18, 
adults 18-62, and for seniors 62 and 
older. With a monthly average of 800 
people, last month they fed 1300. This 
was with the help of 135 volunteers, 
many of whom have come through 
recovery themselves. 

Another requirement is socialization. 
Recovery Road provides peer support 
and a seven-day list of evening meetings 
that cover a variety of life skills subjects 
such as a bible study evening, and com-
puter assistance with access to comput-
ers, etc. In all, last month, 17 unique 
services were offered. 

The facility is small for all it offers but 
includes a large meeting room, the com-
puter room, a lounge area with TV and 
of course, the warehouse for clothing, 
food and personal care products. 

A fuller description of all they offer 
can be seen on their website 
www.RecoveryRoad.org. It’s a road trip 
worth taking. 

Recovery Road Story and Photos by Jere Greene

Robin Rush and her son with frozen meals for those in recovery.

HOMEMADE SUPPLY KIT for DISASTERS  
by Jere Greene (involved with disaster operations since 1993)  

If a disaster were to occur, emergency services could be delayed, therefore it 
is important to have basic supplies within easy reach to keep your household 
safe. You can easily include a few items listed here in your weekly shopping and 
create a homemade kit that will protect you in case of disaster in the future. See 
previous issues for weeks 1-8 www.fullertonobserver.com 

WEEK 9 
HARDWARE STORE 

• Childproof latches for cabinets 
• Whistle (or other noise making 
device that does not require  
electricity) 
• Smoke detector batteries 

TO DO 
1) Install child-proof latches 
on cabinets 
2) Test your smoke detectors and 
replace battery in each detector 
that does not work.
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The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed by local volunteers who create, 
publish, and distribute the paper through-
out our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one- 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
 

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  
are distributed throughout Fullerton  

and sent through the mail to subscribers  
every two weeks except only once  

in January, July & August.  
   

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
 Subscriptions are $35 per year. 
Sign up and pay with autopay at 

www.fullertonobserver.com 
or by check with name & address to:  

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton CA 92834-7051 

________________________________ 
 

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
email: ads@fullertonobserver.com, 

call (714) 525-6402, or visit us online at  
www.fullertonobserver.com  

& click on advertise 
________________________________ 
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The Mid April 2022 issue  

will hit the stands on April 18.  
SUBMISSION and AD deadline: 

April 11.

Words Words Words  
I’m so Sick of Words…  

—Eliza Doolittle, My Fair Lady 

Yes, I understand the irony that I make 
my living with words—spoken and 
printed—and I claim to be sick of 
words. But it’s true, at least today. Yes, 
obviously I’m going to use words to 
express my frustration and anger. 

People in Ukraine are dying. Uh no, 
that’s the wrong word. That’s much too 
passive. People in Ukraine are being 
bombed, rocketed, shot, and starved. 
They’re being brutalized, traumatized, 
kidnapped, murdered, and driven from 
their now destroyed homes, villages and 
cities. 

Russia is not carrying out an incursion 
or a “special operation.” This is an inva-
sion, an invasion of a sovereign country. 
Russia, with tanks and troops, rockets 
and airpower, is waging a barbarous 
campaign against Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, we debate, we dither, we 
rationalize and wonder if giving them 
weapons to save their lives might upset 
Russia’s leader Vladimir Putin. We 
wouldn’t, after all, want to offend or 
upset him. Right? Can we send “defen-
sive weapons?” Maybe anti-aircraft bat-
teries might be anodyne enough. Can we 
send tanks? Not yet. They might be seen 
by Putin as too offensive, and he might 
take offense. Can we give them Russian 
made Migs that belong to Poland? Not 
yet. They might be too provoking. How 
about a no-fly zone? Absolutely not. 

Way too risky…for now. 
So, we debate, quibble and cavil. We 

fiddle while Ukraine burns. We are 
obsessed with Putin’s state of mind. Is 
he crazy or calculating? Is he a war 
criminal or simply a brutal leader? Let’s 
check international law against the 
Diagnostic & Statistic Manual to find 
exactly the right word to drive our poli-
cy while human beings die. 

The hottest word dispute regarding 
Ukraine and Putin concerns President 
Biden’s unforgivably provocative and 
dangerous assertion that Putin “cannot 
remain in power.” What a gaff—a politi-
cian said something he truly believed. 
Of course, Biden’s aides had to “walk it 
back” and twist its clear meaning as if it 
were a performer in Cirque du Soleil. 
“Oh, he wasn’t calling for regime 
change. He wasn’t insulting Putin. This 
was no change in policy. It was a slip, a 
gaff in the heat of passion. A mere lapse 
with no meaning beyond itself.” 

Happily, Biden walked back the walk 
back of his aides and said that he was 
expressing moral outrage. Do we have a 
problem with that? 

Is Ukraine suffering from an invasion, 
an incursion, or is it being liberated? 
Discuss. No, don’t discuss. Look. You 
can see the answer as clearly as the non-
record attendance at Trump’s inaugura-
tion. 

Words. Words. Words. We send our 
“thoughts and prayers” to the suffering. 
How about sending food, arms, and 
opening our arms? Three million 
refugees so far, and we’ve offered to 
take in 100,000?! This is embarrassing, 
even humiliating, a true failure of will. 

Our words and numbers reveal our 
values and priorities. We watched the 
slaughter of Asians in Cambodia by Pol 
Pot. We stood by as Hutus and Tutsis 
tried to annihilate each other. We send 
starving disease-ridden and earthquake 
devastated Haitians back to Haiti. We 
have Africans and Hispanics held in ter-
rible conditions at our southern border. 
And as shockingly inadequate as our 
offers of refuge are to Ukrainians, our 
policies towards brown and black peo-
ple are yet more appalling. 

How present are these people to us? 
White Christians (and some Jews) from 
Ukraine, we see and kind of welcome in 
small numbers. The others are barely 
visible and therefore do not dwell in our 
minds or hearts. 

What’s important to us? There is a the-
ory in social analysis called “content 
analysis.” It posits that you can calculate 
the importance of any topic or issue by 
how much ink or time is devoted to it in 
the media. 

Look at LA Times on March 29, 2022. 
There are nine (9) stories reporting, 
commenting on and analyzing Will 
Smith slapping Chris Rock. They are on 
the front page, in the Opinion section, 
the California section and the Calendar 
section. It’s so much safer to wonder 
about “toxic masculinity” in Will Smith 
than Vladimir Putin.  

Bombs fall. People die. Refugees 
don’t find refuge. What do we do? We 
discuss the “slap heard round the 
world.” So many words. So much dis-
traction. So little sense of deeper values.

Locals Rally to Support Ukraine by Adrian Meza 

 Honking may be normal on the busy 
intersection of Imperial and State 
College, but it was more active on 
March 27, when a group of local citi-
zens held up signs saying “Honk for 
Ukraine” to show support for Ukraine as 
they defend against the Russian inva-
sion. 

Locals gathered on Imperial Hwy on March 27 to support Ukraine. PHOTO BY ADRIAN MEZA

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION   
The Community Opinion pages pro-

vide a free forum for the community.  
The Observer welcomes letters on any 
subject of interest. Opinions are those 
of the writer.  We must verify your 
identity, but we allow initials  and 
town to be printed if desired, or anony-
mous if a reasonable case can be made 
as to why that is necessary. Opinions 
sent to us without name, address and 
phone number will not be printed. Due 
to space issues shorter letters have a 
better chance of getting in. Thanks!  

contact@fullertonobserver.com or 
mail to: Fullerton Observer  

PO Box 7051 Fullerton CA 92834

During one of President Zelensky’s 
speeches on March 24 from the 
Embassy of Ukraine in Kuwait, he said, 
“From this day (Mar 24) and after that, 
show your standing. Come from your 
offices, your homes, your schools, and 
universities. Come in the name of peace. 
Come with Ukrainian symbols to sup-
port Ukraine, to support freedom, to 
support life.” This is in response to it 
being exactly one month since the 

Russian invasion began.  
This event was orchestrated by Diane 

Vena who was looking for an event to 
attend but after unsuccessfully searching 
for a way to show support decided to 
take matters into her own hands and cre-
ate one. 

To find ways to donate and help visit  
Unicefusa.org, Globalgiving.org, 
Doctorswithoutborders.org, and 
Wck.org.
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There's Art in Fullerton by M. Kerr 

Parks Junior High School’s Missing Mural by Paulyn Angela Pae 

If you have noticed the absence of a 
once familiar painted wall at Parks 
Junior High School, it is because it is no 
longer there. The pandemic brought 
upon a surge of obstacles to everyone’s 
lives that it could have been easy to miss 
when the mural vanished. 

The mural depicted Parks Junior 
High’s mascot, a laughing panther, with 
multiple musical instruments weaving 
around it. In addition, the wall painting 
portrayed the East Coast field trips that 
the students participate in annually. It 
encompassed the junior high school’s 
greatest attributes and cherished memo-
ries of past and present students. 

Parks Junior High School painted over 

the beloved mural in 2018. The junior 
high school went through a major reno-
vation prior to the current principal, 
Laura Makely. Jeff Hecht, a gym teacher 
at the school, said they painted it over 
when the renovation took place “which 
included repairs and redesign both 
inside and outside.” 

Sarah Shanfield, an alumn of Parks 
Junior High School who made us aware 
of the missing mural said,“The mural 
was a gathering place for so many Parks 
students like myself. We made memo-
ries while waiting in front of it for our 
parents to pick us up and used it as a 
photo background while we posed in our 
dresses and suits before we headed in to 

the dance. Two English teachers used to 
put a folding table and chairs in front of 
it everyday while they ate their lunch. It 
always greeted us when we got to school 
everyday and it was a friendly visual for 
the scary times in any tween's life. For 
me, in 1999, I loved that it had been 
designed and painted by someone only a 
few years older than us at the time, 
showing us anything was possible.” 

The mural was painted by student 
artist Jasmine Soumakian in 1996. 

“In 8th grade, I was asked by Principal 
Beaver to paint the wall in the front of 
our school (Parks Jr. High), Soumakian 
said. “I chose to paint blue people 
because I wanted to represent ALL stu-

During the week of March 6 through 
12, I visited four art institutions: 
Fullerton Museum Center (FMC), 
Fullerton College, Muckenthaler 
Cultural Center, and Begovich Gallery 
at CSUF.  

FMC features the work of famed 
Mexican printmaker Jose Guadalupe 
Posada and other artists he inspired. 

dents, and wanted to highlight ALL their 
talents. To think that they (Principal 
Beaver and Coach Sherry Ringer) 
believed in a kid that much to paint 
something that huge, with free creative 
reign, is amazing. That opportunity 
completely cemented my life-plan to 
bring opportunities and build the self-
confidence of other artistic children (via 
Fibo Art – children’s art schools in OC). 
I am forever thankful.” 

Jasmine Soumakian continues to 
inspire others with her talent. She is the 
Founder of Fibo Kids Art Academy in 
Brea and daughter of Cherene Raphael, 
the owner of the children's art school, 
The Art House.

The Parks Junior High School mural before it was painted over. PHOTO COURTESY OF SARAH SHANFIELD

Fullerton College Artist in Residence 
Chris Sickels presented the process 
involved in animation filmmaking. 

The Muckenthaler featured photogra-
phy by Stefano Benazzo of Ship Wrecks 
(through April 17). 

CSUF Begovich Gallery features Ann 
Phong's expressive abstract paintings in 
a show entitled “Re-Evaluating 
Normal” (through May 21). 

In addition to all this, the 
Muckenthaler hosted an event called 
“Bugs, Bees & Butterflies” on Monday, 
March 21. Excited children followed the 
meandering book-lined path to explore 
imaginary insects. They went from 
booth to booth learning about insects 
and creating imaginative dimensional 
spiders and visions on paper of bugs. 
Children played with papier mache 
monster bugs, butterflies, and a big 
green papier mache caterpillar. Adults 
could find treasures to buy from the 
many arts and crafts booths. Venders 
were displaying their creations of glass, 
ceramics, clothing, photos, cards, and 
more. This event was well-attended 
with parking spilling over to the side 
streets. Check The Observer event cal-
endar and discover “Art in Fullerton." 
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Richard Prud-Homme was born June 
4, 1969 and died of cardiac arrest 
December 19, 2021. Richard graduated 
from Fullerton High and was honorably 
discharged from the Navy.  

He loved martial arts, surfing, and 
skateboarding. He was a people person 
with a heart of gold. He was a regional 
manager for Copper Enery Bracelet Co.  

Richard’s mother Nichole said, “My 
son was my living heart. He was so 
devoted to me. He spent the last 5 to 10 
years at home taking care of me. It made 
him so sad when people told him he 
should live on his own. They didn’t know 
that he was such a great caretaker and 
friend to me.” 

Richard Prud-Homme 1969 – 2021

Craig Samuel Burd, age 
63, was taken from us 
much too soon in the early 
morning hours of March 
20, 2022. His battle with 
frontotemporal dementia 
and prostate cancer came to 
an end as he passed away at 
home surrounded by fami-
ly. He was a fun and loving 
husband, father, brother, uncle, and 
friend.  

Craig was born on March 16, 1959 
to parents Howard and Frances Burd 
in Royal Oak, Michigan. Soon after 
the family relocated to La Habra, CA, 
where he spent the remainder of his 
childhood.  

In 1981, Craig married his wife of 
40 years, Diane. Together they raised 
two children, Sean and Nicole. He was 
a very involved dad, attending nearly 

every one of the kids’ 
school plays, activities, 
award ceremonies, along 
with countless basketball 
and soccer games.  He is 
preceded in death by his 
father Howard Burd, and 
his mother Frances Burd. 
Craig is survived by his 
wife Diane; son Sean; 

daughter Nicole;  brothers Jeff and 
Steve, and five nephews and four 
nieces. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to The Association 
of Frontotemporal Degeneration at 
www.theaftd.org 

A Celebration of Life will take place 
at McAulay & Wallace Mortuary in 
Fullerton, CA on April 9, 2022 at 
12pm.

Craig Samuel Burd  1959-2022

 
Richard was laid to rest on March 15, 2022 at McAulay and Wallace 

Mortuary. His friends and neighbors celebrated his life. The eulogy was given 
by Catholic Deacon Richard Doubledee of St. Philip Benizi in Fullerton. Eating the Piano: How About Father? 

by Karen Lang-McNabb   
People did not want to see where 

Germany was headed. Kass family 
members found it hard to believe what 
they were hearing and tried to minimize 
it.  

My great grandfather, Bernhard, came 
from modest circumstances and with 
hard work, built a successful business. 
As a businessman, he had admired 
Hitler. Now, his daughters wanted to get 
him out before Germany siphoned away 
what was left. His business had been 
stolen. His beautiful villa had been sold 
to pay the taxes. Nazis wanted to sell his 
furniture to pay the 
Judenvermögensabgabe, or Jewish 
Living Tax. 

His ex-son-in-law, Kadisch, visited 
Bernhard in Berlin, reporting back: 

Bernhard and Martha returned home 
to find the Gestapo waiting for them. 
There was a long interrogation and 
search of the apartment, but no idea if 
they found anything. [38.10.25 
HannaKelly] 

Recently, Bernhard had married an old 
friend, Martha. Bernhard’s daughters 
wanted to bring him to Switzerland 
(where he could speak the language) but 
bringing Martha would double their 
cost. Lena couldn’t dream of coming up 
with the 20,000 Swiss Francs needed - 
she struggled to earn 100 SF/month for 
herself. Her sister Hanna considered 
bringing them to England where she 
lived: 

You cannot imagine what the primi-
tiveness of the food and the heating, etc. 
[is like].… The old folks always say that 
they are not attached to comfort, but 
they have never lived in such a situa-
tion…  You can believe us that the deci-
sion not to bring the old folks here was 
very difficult, even if what I write sounds 
very heartless. But the burden is finan-
cially in every respect greater than we 
can bear. [39.05.15 HannaKelly] 

The sisters kept hoping things would 
get better, or at least not worse. They 
grew impatient with “The Old Ones:”  

There is no need to worry about the 
housing issue in Berlin… there are 
enough apartments, also for Jews.  The 
old ones are very clumsy in such a way, 
and if they can't find them anyway, I 
would go there to help them. 

[We have a strong] conviction (which 
would be confirmed from all sides) that 
nothing would happen to s-o-o-o old 
people, even in Germany. [39.05.15 
HannaKelly] 

Bernhard thought they might move 

into barracks. Didn’t he have any money 
left?  This set Hanna off wanting to visit, 
but he told her, stay home. At least, she 
said, Father is not a Nazi anymore: 

We have some alarming news about 
the ‘old people.’ Bernhard is pouring out 
letters... he has reason to fear he and his 
wife might be deported to Poland. I have 
never heard of anyone that age who has 
met that fate. Maybe he has been influ-
enced by rumors of all sorts. On the 
other hand of course you might expect 
anything in that country. [40.04.11 
HannaKelly] 

Bernhard was applying for visas, fill-
ing out mountains of paperwork so he 
and Martha, as well as Franziska, my 
other great grandmother, could come to 
the U.S.  

Bernhard was losing his hearing, and 
he worried something might happen to 
him. Was there banging at the door in 
the middle of the night? He focused on 
the trip to America and begged his wife, 
be quick! - Don’t you realize it’s time to 
start packing? 

His daughter Ilse sent a telegram and 
wired money to fund their travel to New 
York, but a stroke immobilized her 
father. He floated in and out of con-
sciousness asking for his children. 
Neither his daughter Lena nor his son 
Werner could visit. If they left for 
Germany, Switzerland would never 
allow them to return. 

Bernhard’s wife, Martha, cared for 
him. In the end, they enjoyed his 
moments of clarity together. He died 
July 13, 1941.  

Days later, my great grandmother 
Franziska, wrote:  

My dear children, 
The news of the death of your dear 

father has deeply shocked me...for after 
he worked with his old energy for our 
emigration until the last days of his ill-
ness, one can think that all this [U.S. 
emigration] cannot be anymore, I can 
barely grasp it.  

Your grief, dear Ilse, I can feel this 
best of all... let it be a consolation to 
you, that the hope of emigration and liv-
ing together with you was so high and 
your first cable evoked an indescribable 
joy.  

…We wish to see it as a special grace 
of fate that he has been able to slumber 
painlessly [without seeing our disap-
pointment]. [41.07.19 Franz] 

Bernhard’s widow Martha was now 
alone in Berlin and asked:  

Is it too late to emigrate? [41.06.07 
Martha]

This true story is based on letters my grandmother, Ilse Lang, saved 
that had been sent by family and friends in Europe during WWII. It 

will be part of a book entitled Eating the Piano © 2022.

Left: 
Bernhard 
and Martha 
Kass circa 
1940 
 
Above 
right: 
Bernhard 
Kass, circa 
1920s 
 
Below 
Right: 
Ilse Lang
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ANSWER KEY TO PUZZLE “MIX IT UP!” on page 4:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

SALES MANAGER 
Plan, direct, or coordinate the  

distribution of the product.  
Bachelor's degree in Business, 

Sales or related. 
 Send resume to  

Ace Packaging Inc. 499 Nibus St. 
#E, Brea, CA 92821.

EMPLOYMENT

PART TIME - FLEXIBLE HRS 
Art printing and production compa-
ny is seeking a part-time person to 
assist with stretching of art canvases 
and/or wood frame assembly 
(stretcher bars). To the trade only, 
we provide artwork for galleries, 
hotels, etc. Stretching requires use 
of pneumatic tools, similar to 
assembly for picture framing. 
Friendly, safe, clean environment. 
Part-time hours are flexible, not 
fixed. Basic wood skills preferred, 
but will train. Non-smoking facility.  

Inquiries to:  
paula@hfapod.com or  

call 714 996 2100

Send classified ads to ADS@FULLERTONOBSERVER.COM: All information must accompany a name, street address, phone 
number and payment in full or they will not be printed. Classified ads are $1 per word, $12 per photo.

A Slice of Orange with Jodi Balma 
https://rss.com/podcasts/sliceoforange/ 

 
Observing Fullerton  

https://rss.com/podcasts/ 
observingfullerton/ 

 
Voice of OC 

https://voiceofoc.org/podcast/

Audiobooks

All you need to listen is a computer, a 
library card, & choose a book to listen 
to. https://fullerton.overdrive.com 

FREE audiobooks at: 
•  Librivox https://librivox.org 

Local Podcasts

Deputy City Manager 
Full Time 
Category: Admin / Executive 
Department: Administration 

CITY OF FULLERTON 
303 W Commonwealth Ave 

See City Employment at  
www.cityoffullerton.com

Director of Community and 
Economic Development 
Full Time 
Category: Building & Safety / 
Code Enforcement / Planning and 
Development / Executive 
Management / Community 
Development / Economic 
Development 
Department: Community and 
Economic Development 

Director of Human Resources 
Full Time 
Category: Human Resources / 
Risk Management / Executive 
Management 
Department: Human Resources

SUBMIT RESUME FOR JOBS 
BELOW  BEFORE APRIL 17

Looking for HOME 
Quiet 1 bedroom house or guest 

house, detached cottage,  
or condo end unit. 

Fullerton/Brea/Placentia area.  
Budget is around $1,700 and 

would prefer around 700 sq. ft. 
Excellent tenant.   

Lease is up on June 30th! 
Please email: fusion_08@live.com

City of La Palma  
Festival of Nations 
Saturday, April 30  

 
• Parade – 10:30 am on Walker St. 

• Festival – 11:30 am to 6 pm  
at La Palma Central Park  

(7821 Walker St, La Palma)  
 

The event is an opportunity for the 
city to showcase its rich culture and 
history, and will kick off with a 
hometown parade. It will begin at 
Houston Ave and Walker St and con-
tinue to La Palma Ave.  
The Festival will feature fun attrac-
tions for all ages, including but not 
limited to a kids-zone, a petting zoo, 
carnival games, international food 
trucks, and musical performances at 
the Central Park Pavilion. 

Call for Art by High 
School Students 

 
Each spring, a nationwide high school 

arts competition is sponsored by 
Members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. The Artistic Discovery 
competition begun in 1982 is an oppor-
tunity to recognize and encourage the 
artistic talent in the nation, as well as in 
our Congressional Districts. 

The competition is open to students in 
each congressional District. The win-
ning artwork of each district's competi-
tion will be displayed for one year in the 
U.S. Capitol. Deadline for submissions: 
April 22.  

Learn more at: 
youngkim.house.gov/services/art-com-

petition 
 

PUT DOWN THE 
PHONE AND JUST 

DRIVE:  
April is Distracted Driving 

Awareness Month 
 
April is Distracted Driving Awareness 

Month and the Fullerton Police 
Department will be actively looking for 
drivers throughout the month who vio-
late the state’s hands-free cell phone law. 

“Holding your phone and using it 
while driving is not only dangerous but 
also illegal,” Fullerton Police 
Department Chief Robert Dunn said. 

“For the safety of your family and oth-
ers on the road, put the phone away and 
focus on driving.” 

 

SECOND COVID 
BOOSTER DOSE  

NOW APPROVED FOR 
CERTAIN GROUPS 

 
On March 30, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention issued updated 
recommendations for a second booster 
dose of the Moderna (SpikeVax) and 
Pfizer (Comirnaty) COVID-19 vaccine 
in certain individuals. The second boost-
er dose is expected to be available 
throughout Orange County, including 
the OC Health Care Agency’s mobile 
COVID-19 clinics. 

Eligible groups include: •People ages 
50 years and older • People ages 12-49 
years who are moderately or severely 
immunocompromised • People ages 18-
49 years who received the Janssen 
(Johnson & Johnson) vaccine for their 
primary series and booster dose. 

 

Anyone eligible for any approved dose 
of a COVID-19 vaccine may go to: 
covidvaccinefacts.com for more infor-
mation on where to find a COVID-19 
vaccine. 

FREE COVID TESTING 
• Independence Park 
801 W. Valencia 
Monday: 9am-3:30pm 
Wednesday-Friday: 8am-5pm 
Saturday and Sunday: 8am-4pm 
 
• Lemon Park 
701 S. Lemon St. 
Monday-Friday 8am-3:30pm 

 
FREE COVID VACCINATIONS 

• Independence Park 
Monday: 9am-3:30pm 
Wednesday: 8am-5pm 
Saturday: 8am-4pm 

 
Walk-ins are welcome, but online  
registration is recommended at: 

www.COVIDClinic.org.

Hope House Groundbreaking April 6 
 

Hope is coming soon to survivors of domestic violence and human trafficking 
with the groundbreaking of Hope House, a new $910,000 California craftsman-style 
four-bedroom, two-bathroom, multi-family residence to be built in a Fullerton 
neighborhood. 

The event is set for Wednesday, April 6, 9-10am at 215 E. Amerige Ave., 
Fullerton. Those who wish to attend may RSVP to Elia at (714) 992-1939 ext. 137 
or e-mail ERenteria@wtlc.org. 

When completed Hope House will accommodate 16 to 20 survivors for up to 24 
months at no cost to them, adding much-need capacity for the Transitional Housing 
Program run by nonprofit Women’s Transitional Living Center, Inc. (WTLC), which 
was established in 1976. https://wtlc.org
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ARBOR 
DAY 

CELEBRATING  
41 YEARS 
Hosted by  

the City of Fullerton 
April 16, 9am to noon 

Adlena Park:  
398 Adlena Dr. Fullerton 

Bring the whole family 
and enjoy the activities!

Fullerton Heritage presents: 
Fullerton Local 
Landmark No. 4 

by Terry Galvin 
 

 Constructed in 1887 in Anaheim by 
two German carpenters, then transport-
ed to the southwest corner of Spadra 
Road (Harbor Boulevard) and 
Commonwealth Avenue, this small 
office (320-square feet) was originally 
used by town founders Edward and 
George Amerige to sell the first land 
plots in Fullerton.  Because there were 
no buildings in the newly created town-
site, the Amerige Brothers also used the 
building as a home, employing a 
stovepipe (since removed) for heat. 
After the two men moved into the newly 
constructed Saint George Hotel, the 
small building was moved to a dozen 
different locations, including two of the 
other corners of Spadra and 
Commonwealth and three different 
places in Amerige Park. 

The building was used for a variety of 
other purposes during that time, includ-
ing another real estate office, a 
milliner’s shop, a law office, a barber 

shop, and a laundry.  The realty office 
has now hopefully made its final move 
in Amerige Park where it has been 
restored by Fullerton Heritage and 
through the efforts and donations of 
many local individuals, organizations, 
and businesses, was completed in 2013.  
The building is jointly maintained by 
Fullerton Heritage and the City. 

The vaguely Victorian-styled building 
reflects the ambitious dreams of the 
Amerige Brothers and is an important 

monument to the two men and their role 
in the development of Fullerton.  The 
building is one of the few remaining 
portable land offices constructed to sell 
lots in new townsites during the 1880s 
Southern California land boom.  In addi-
tion to being designated a local land-
mark, the office is also a California 
Point of Historical Interest, the only one 
in the City.  Because of the extensive 
number of relocations, it is not eligible 
for National Register listing.

Amerige Brothers Real Estate Office (336 West Commonwealth Avenue)

EARN YOUR ACCREDITED  
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA  
THROUGH OC PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Career Online High School 
Did you know individuals with a high 
school diploma earn about $10K more 
annually than those without a diploma? 
Additionally, the unemployment rate for 
those without a diploma is significantly 
higher than the national average. 
Earn your accredited high school diplo-
ma today through OC Public Libraries. 

For questions, please call or email: 
714-566-2837 / ocpl.programs@occr.ocgov.com

Listen to our new 
podcast 

Observing 
Fullerton 

with  
UROOJ NAVEED 

&  
ADRIAN MEZA  
https://rss.com/podcasts/ 

observingfullerton/

ONLINE FEATURE: 
State of  
the City

The North Orange County 
Chamber hosted a State of the 
City event at Cal State Fullerton 
on Wednesday, March 30. Read 
our coverage online at 
www.fullertonobserver.com.


