
NEW SUBSCRIPTION RATES  
We, like everyone, have felt the effects 

of price increases and economic difficul-
ties brought on by the pandemic. Though 
we are a volunteer and community writ-
ten newspaper we must still pay our bills.  

We thank all our loyal subscribers for 
helping us bring Fullerton news to your 
mailbox for the new price of  $39 per year 
beginning in October.  

To subscribe visit 
 www.fullertonobserver.com  

click subscribe or send check to  
PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834

KNOW FULLERTON • SUBSCRIBE TODAY                               Est.1978  •  YEAR 44 #7   •  MID-APRIL 2022 
contact@fullertonobserver.com  •  (714) 525-6402  • PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834  • Daily Stories at: www.fullertonobserver.com 
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See “Hope House” page 3

see “Sunrise Village” page 12

WTLC  
Hope House 

Breaks Ground
by Dan Pittman   

Hope is coming soon to survivors of 
domestic violence and human traffick-
ing with the April 6 groundbreaking of 
Hope House, a new California crafts-
man-style four-bedroom, two-bathroom, 
multi-family residence to be built in a 
Fullerton neighborhood. 

When completed, Hope House will 
accommodate 16 to 20 survivors for up 
to 24 months at no cost to them, adding 
much-needed capacity for the 
Transitional Housing Program run by 
nonprofit Women’s Transitional Living 
Center, Inc. (WTLC). 

On hand at the April 6 groundbreaking 
ceremony were Fullerton Mayor Fred 
Jung, Supervisor Doug Chaffee, repre-
sentatives of Assemblywoman Quirk-
Silva, California Senator Josh Newman, 
Congresswoman Young Kim, North 
Orange Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Mexican Consulate,WTLC’s chief exec-
utive officer Mark Lee, as well as other 
board members, WTLC staff, and other 
guests. 

Funding for the $910,000 structure is 
being raised through the Hope House 
Capital Campaign where the public 
phase has recently been launched. 

Nature Preserve Set  
to Open this Fall by Matthew Leslie

 The Robert E. Ward Nature Preserve, 
72 acres of undeveloped sagebrush habi-
tat owned by the city of Fullerton for 
nearly 40 years, will finally open to the 
public this Fall. Named for former 
Mayor Bob Ward, who served on the 
Fullerton City Council from 1972-1978, 
the preserve is located on the west side 
of Euclid Avenue across from Laguna 
Lake Park. A small part of the southern 
portion of the preserve has been partially 
accessible to hikers, equestrians, and 
cyclists since 2007 when the City split 
the adjacent Nora Kuttner Trail to divert 
cyclists who use the trail for mountain 
biking from other trail users. But most 
of the preserve has remained officially 
off limits to the public. 

The City had originally planned to 
open the entire preserve when the rest of 
adjacent West Coyote Hills was devel-
oped into housing by Chevron’s Pacific 
Coast Homes (PCH), but State funding 
has since allowed Fullerton to purchase 
adjoining land originally slated for 
housing. Combined with additional con-
tiguous acreage already set aside as part 
of PCH’s development plan, over 200 
acres of West Coyote Hills located 
between Euclid St. and Gilbert St. will 
ultimately become a unified nature park, 
opening in phases in coming years as 
remediation on the former oil fields and 
trail layout and construction are com-
pleted. 

Fullerton City Plaza Market is Back: The Thursday night Downtown Fullerton Plaza.  PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR

See “Coyote Hills” page 16

 Time to Save 
Sunrise Village

The 164-unit housing development 
proposal that would replace the neigh-
borhood Sunrise Village Shopping 
Center on Euclid and Rosecrans was 
sent back to the Planning Commission 
after the Dec. 2021 City Council public 
hearing. Council provided the applicant 
with a list of recommendations--includ-
ing reducing the density of the residen-
tial portion,  preserving as much com-
mercial space as possible, and present-
ing a design more in sync with the 
neighborhood. 

The development proposal [with 7% 
less density] returned to the Planning 
Commission on April 13 where it was 
again approved in a 3 to 2 vote (Cox and 
Gambino, no) despite public com-
menters presenting evidence that devel-
opers had failed to accomplish those 
goals. 

Sam He, a local resident said, “The 
density of this project and is not compat-
ible with the neighborhood. Municipal 
Code 15.20.130 gives general guide-
lines on density for this type of develop-
ment, which states it should reflect the 
majority surrounding neighborhood 
density. The zoning map shows the 
majority surrounding neighborhood is 
zoned for R1-15.  

Community VoicesFullerton & Brea Fire Depts 
end agreement by Jesse La Tour   

A shared command staff agreement 
between the Fullerton and Brea fire 
departments was dissolved by City 
Council on April 5. The decision came 
at the request of Brea, as Fullerton is 
considering disbanding its fire depart-
ment and joining the Orange County 
Fire Authority (OCFA). 

The agreement began in 2011 as a way 
to save money for both cities.  

On March 23, Brea City Council 
voted unanimously to send Fullerton a 
termination letter. The letter does not 
give specific reasons why, but it likely 
has to do with the fact that Fullerton 
may join OCFA. 

The Fullerton and Brea Fire Shared 
Command Staff presently has three 
vacancies—a Fire Marshal, and two 
Battalion Chiefs.  

According to a staff report, “The cities 
have found the recruitment to fill these 

positions difficult given three factors: 
the uncertainty of Fullerton Fire 
Department’s future, a desire for the 
Brea Fire Department to have their own 
Command Staff, and the inability to for-
mally merge Fullerton and Brea into one 
agency joint command structure.” 

For Fullerton to have its own com-
mand staff again will require the City to 
hire a Fire Chief, since Adam Loeser, 
who had been chief over both depart-
ments, is staying with Brea. 

Mayor Pro Tem Bruce Whitaker and 
Councilmember Nick Dunlap voted 
against the item, saying that Fullerton’s 
agreement with Brea requires six 
month’s notice, not the three months 
they have requested. 

“There was a time frame inserted in 
the contract for a reason,” Dunlap said. 

See “Fire Dept Agreement” page 2



The next City Council meeting is Tues, April 19 at 5:30pm  
• Committee Appointment: Council will ratify an at-large appointment for 
the Investment Advisory Committee. 
• Purchase of Airport Building: Council will consider purchase of the cur-
rent Aviation Facilities Incorporated (AFI) building located at 4119 West 
Commonwealth Avenue for development of airport administration offices 
and corresponding reduction in the leased area. The City has secured a $2.3 
million donation to offset property acquisition and project costs. 
• Low Income Household Water Assistance Program: Direct Payment 
Agreement with Horne LLP to facilitate City’s participation in the California 
Low Income Household Water Assistance Program. 
• Police Purchases: $276,558 purchase of five Police Department replace-
ment patrol vehicles. 
• W. Valencia Dr. Infrastructure Improvements (Magnolia Ave. to 
Gilbert St.): $987,568 construction contract to Palp, Inc DBA Excel Paving 
Company. 
• 5.25% across-the-board pay increase for Executive Employees (includ-
ing the Police Chief) and Confidential/Nonrepresented Employees. 
• FPD Military Equipment: Assembly Bill 481, which was signed into law 
on September 30, 2021, requires every law enforcement agency to adopt a 
“Military Equipment Policy,” to list military equipment the department has, 
and to have their governing body approve the policy in open forum by May 
1, 2022. 

WATCH OR LISTEN LIVE  
You may view the meeting live online at https://fullerton.legistar.com,  

on Spectrum Cable Channel 3 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99. 

UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
City Hall is located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave
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• Infrastructure and Natural Resources Committee: April 18, 5pm 
• City Council Meeting: April 19 and 26, 5:30pm 
• Planning Commission: April 27, 6:30pm 
• Library Board of Trustees: April 28, 6pm 
• Transportation and Circulation Commission: May 2, 4pm 
• City Council: May 3, 5:30pm 
• Active Transportation Committee: May 4, 5pm 
• Parks and Recreation Commission: May 9, 6:30pm

April 5 Meeting 

League of Women Voters of Orange County presents:

CANDIDATE FORUM FOR 
Orange County District Attorney

• You must register at https://my.lwv.org/califor-
nia/north-orange-county in advance to attend the 
forum. 
• Questions must be submitted on the registration 
form no later than Friday, May 6 at 6:00 pm. Up to 
two questions may be submitted. 
• Questions may be addressed to a particular candi-
date, but all candidates will be given an opportunity 
to reply. 
• All questions will be reviewed prior to the forum 
to eliminate duplicate and inappropriate questions. 
• The forum will be recorded and available after the 
forum on YouTube at 
https://youtube.com/user/LWVOC 

Get nonpartisan  
information about 
everything on your  

ballot at 
votersedge.org/ca

The League of Women Voters is an organization that does not endorse candidates or 
political parties. It does encourage the informed and active participation of citizens.

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES  
The Council meets at 5:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month. Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings 
are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311  

or by email to: council@cityoffullerton.com  

CLOSED SESSION

Before every public City Council 
meeting, there is a closed session during 
which Council meets with various par-
ties to discuss items outside the view of 
the public. During this meeting, Council 
met with staff to discuss negotiations 
with the City’s police employee unions 
regarding salaries, benefits, and working 
conditions. Council also met with legal 
counsel to discuss two cases: Stephanie 
Stevenson v. City of Fullerton and Kelly 
McIlravy v. City of Fullerton.

 PROCLAMATIONS

• Donate Life Month
• Arbor Day 2022 

• Arab American Heritage Month
• Sexual Assault Awareness Month

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra 
appointed Mehul Desai to the Active 
Transportation Committee. 

HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

Council received an annual housing 
Progress Report from Interim Director 
of Community & Economic 
Development Greg Pfost, describing 
progress Fullerton has made on meeting 
its housing goals, with a particular focus 
on affordable housing.  

Some highlights include: 
1)    The City entered into an exclusive 
negotiation agreement with non-profit 
developer Meta Housing to build an 
affordable housing project on a 2.25-
acre City-owned property located at 
1600 West Commonwealth Ave. 
2)    The City provided six housing 
rehabilitation grants for three very 
low-income households and three low-
income households. 
3)    Fair Housing Foundation served 
87 Fullerton residents with fair hous-
ing issues. 
4)    OCHA administered Section 8 
Rental Assistance Vouchers to 502 
Fullerton residents. In all, the City 
responds to approximately 150 
Section 8 inquiries a year.   
5)    The City received over $1.2 mil-
lion in funding for Fullerton’s 
Navigation Center. This homeless 
shelter with recuperative care opera-
tions serves 150 people experiencing 
homelessness and adults in need of 
recuperative care.   
6)    The City’s Tenant-Based Rental 
Assistance Program served 244 resi-
dents. 
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra asked 

Pfost if Fullerton had met its affordable 
housing goals, as established by the 
Regional Housing Needs Assessment. 
Pfost said the City did not meet its 
goals for the last planning period 
(2013-2021). 

“We came up short about 624 units,” 
Pfost said. “I think we did a pretty 
good effort, but we did not meet it for 
this last housing cycle.” 

WATER RATE PROGRESS REPORT

Council received  the 2021 Water Rate 
Progress Report, which gives informa-
tion about the implementation of water 
system improvement projects funded 
with revenue from water rate increases 
approved in 2019. Fullerton successfully 
exceeded its goal to replace six miles of 
pipeline in the last two years, with 4.99 
miles replaced and 3.34 miles in con-
struction. 

Also, the city of Fullerton has one 
PFAS treatment system completed and 
operational with others currently under 
development by the Orange County 
Water District (OCWD) in conjunction 
with the City. 

 GLASS BOX TECHNOLOGY 
AGREEMENT AMENDMENT

Council approved an amendment to an 
agreement with Glass Box Technology 
to add additional hours to support com-
puter software upgrades and related con-
sulting services. 

This is part of the IT Infrastructure 
Emergency Project with an initial esti-
mated cost of $628,000. Due to imple-
mentation delays, the City needs an 
additional $45,000. 

ROAD REPAIRS

Council approved the following road 
repair projects to be funded by SB 1 
(gas tax) funds: 

1)    Associated Rd (Rolling Hills Dr 
to Imperial Highway)  
2)    Orangethorpe Ave (State College 
Blvd to Placentia Ave) 

GILBERT NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER 
TO BE LEASED TO NONPROFIT 

Council approved an agreement with 
local nonprofit OC United to lease the 
City-owned Gilbert Neighborhood 
Center to provide programming and 
neighborhood services. 

Leasing out City-owned community 
centers is meant to save the City money 
in staffing and program costs. The lease 
is for $1 a year. OC United, an out-
growth of Fullerton Free Church (for-
merly the First Evangelical Free Church 
of Fullerton), provides free youth and 
family neighborhood services and pro-
grams.  

The lease agreement has a five-year 
term with two options to extend the 
lease for another five years each, total-
ing 15 years upon agreement from the 
City. 

Council also considered leasing the 
Maple Neighborhood Center to Orange-
based nonprofit Friendly Center but 
continued that item to a future meeting. 
Councilmembers Ahmed Zahra and 
Jesus Silva expressed concerns about 
residents no longer being able to lease 
out the Maple Neighborhood Center for 
events should the Friendly Center take 
over. 

“I’m still very much concerned about 
community access because with this par-
ticular building, there has been a lot of 
investment made in it specifically to 
give the community access for rentals 
and family events. I remember before 
COVID there were a lot of locals who 
were renting this,” Zahra said. “I’d like 
this to come back with another round of 
discussions from our staff about how we 
can make this work so there’s some 
access to the community.”

Fire Dept Agreement 
continued from front page

Councilmember Jesus Silva asked Chief Loeser what the impact would be of 
extending the agreement for six months. 

“I have two members who are pulling double duty, and I have no way to expand 
upon them or to give them any relief at this point due to the evaluation that’s going 
on between our current fire department and OCFA, and Brea’s desire to have their 
own standalone fire department and command staff,” Loeser said.  

“Our fire department is stretched thin,” Silva said, supporting the separation. 
“That, to me, would warrant us moving sooner rather than later.” 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra made a motion to terminate the agreement, effec-
tive June 30. This motion passed, with Silva and Mayor Fred Jung voting “yes.” 

“This agreement originally was an accord between two neighboring cities that had 
some merit and value and was a more holistic approach that I think at this point has 
run its course,” Jung said. “I’m not a fan of keeping the band-aid on when you 
should pull it, so at this point I would support moving us forward, making sure our 
own fire command and department has stability and a command staff in place.” 

Meanwhile, Fullerton has contracted with a consulting firm to analyze the propos-
al to disband our fire department and join OCFA.

Agenda Forecast

Tuesday, May 10 - 7 to 8:30 pm -Via Zoom 
Candidates for Orange County District Attorney:  

Bryan Chehock, Pete Hardin, Michael A. Jacobs, & Todd Spitzer
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Hope House 
continued from front page

Because of increased costs of labor and supplies 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, projected 
costs have increased requiring an additional 
$190,000 to support the added costs of construc-
tion. To date, a total of more than $605,000 has 
been raised, representing 66% of the new goal.  

Hope House residents will have access to coun-
seling, legal and holistic support services, an 
expert staff, and individual service plans in a 
shared, pet-friendly facility that allows them to 
build community in a safe, secure, and trauma-
informed atmosphere.  

“Our Transitional Housing Program operates in 
the critical space between emergency shelter and 
permanent housing assistance, providing free 
support and access to supportive services for res-
idents who are not yet ready to live on their own,” 
WTLC’s Chief Executive Officer Mark Lee said. 
“Hope House will house this program, moving it 
from WTLC’ s emergency shelter facility, in 
order to free up beds available for survivors 
escaping violent situations.” 

To learn more about Hope House and to donate, 
contact Alycia Capone at (714) 992-1939 ext. 

104, or email ACapone@wtlc.org. If you or someone you know is experiencing abuse, contact WTLC’s 24-hour bilin-
gual helpline at (877) 531-5522 or love@wtlc.org. For more information about WTLC, visit www.wtlc.org.

Representatives from the City of Fullerton, Orange County, and California State Assembly  
break ground on WTLC’s Hope House for survivors. PHOTO BY JERE GREENE

Chaffees spend $800,000 on 
their own campaigns so far 

by Jane Rands  
Husband and wife attorneys, Doug 

and Paulette Chaffee, have collectively 
contributed $800,000 as of April 13 
towards their campaigns for two differ-
ent county seats on the June 7 ballot, 
according to campaign finance filings 
available from the Orange County 
Registrar of Voters. While there are 
county campaign contribution limits for 
how much a candidate can accept from 
others, those limits do not apply to con-
tributions from the candidate's own 
funds. 

Recent filings show that Current Chair 
of the Orange County Board of 
Supervisors (BOS) Doug Chaffee has 
contributed $600,000 to defend his seat 
in the 4th District against Buena Park 
Mayor Sunny Park, Brea Councilperson 
Steve Vargas, and a lesser-known candi-
date Martin Simonoff. On June 30, 
2021, BOS Chair Chaffee loaned his 
campaign $300,000 and again on March 
30 of this year he loaned his campaign 
another $300,000.  

BOS Chair Chaffee has received large 
contributions from three donors other 
than himself. Planned Parenthood of 
Orange County and San Bernardino and 
the National Union of Healthcare 
Workers have each contributed the max-
imum amount of $2,200 and an individ-
ual contributed $2,100. 

 Buena Park Mayor Park has reported 
$40,000 from 27 large donors, including 
the Orange County Firefighters 
Association and the same individual 
who donated to BOS Chair Chaffee. She 
has not made any contributions or loans 
to her own campaign. 

Brea Councilperson Vargas reports a 

$10,000 contribution from himself and 
$24,900 from 14 other large donors, 
including John Saunders, who is known 
for purchasing and increasing rent at 
senior mobile home parks such as 
Rancho La Paz in Fullerton. 

Mr. Simonoff has not reported any 
large contributions of $1,000 or more. 
He may report lesser contributions when 
he and all other candidates file their first 
and second pre-election Form 460 fil-
ings, due on 4/28 and 5/26, respectively. 

Form 497 filings from Ms. Chaffee's 
campaign for Board of Education show 
that she has loaned $200,000 to her cam-
paign in three increments—$10,000 in 
February, $40,000 in March, and 
$150,000 in April. She has not reported 
any large contributions from anyone but 
herself. 

Ms. Chaffee is the sole challenger to 
incumbent Tim Shaw, who is currently 
appointed to fill the seat he vacated ear-
lier this year on the County Board of 
Education (BOE) in District 4. This year 
he has raised $35,500 from 4 individuals 
and one political action committee. His 
largest contributor is attorney Mark W. 
Bucher, who gave $25,000.  Bucher is 
CEO of the conservative California 
Policy Center, which advocates for char-
ter schools. 

There are no campaign finance limits 
for seats on the BOE. 

Though the June 7 election is a pri-
mary, it will determine whether Shaw or 
Chaffee will sit on the BOE in District 4. 
As well, the District 4 BOS seat could 
be decided at the primary if one candi-
date can garner a simple majority (50% 
+1). Otherwise, the two top candidates 
will participate in a run-off election on 
November 8.

Americans are currently facing 
record-high gas prices due to inflation 
as well as the U.S. government’s embar-
go on Russian oil due to the war in 
Ukraine. Gas stations in Fullerton have 
been no exception to this rise of gas 
prices, and many Fullertonians have had 
to deal with the ramifications. 

At the ARCO gas station on the corner 
of Imperial Highway and Associated 
Road in north Fullerton, where gas 
prices ranged from $5.59 a gallon for 
unleaded gas to $5.99 for unleaded pre-
mium gas, consumers shared their frus-
trations about high gas prices with the 
Observer. 

“It’s outrageous,” an Arco customer 
said who only identified himself as 
Nick, though he said he understood the 
reasoning behind the Biden 
Administration’s ban on Russian oil. 
Another Arco customer, Donald Huylur, 
added, “I feel that gas companies are 
taking advantage of us,” He said he 
believed the Ukraine crisis was nothing 
more than a pretext to hike gas prices, 
and that he had chosen Arco due to its 
relatively cheap prices compared to 
other gas stations. 

California’s politicians have clearly 
noticed such complaints. Governor 
Gavin Newsom has proposed a $11 bil-
lion plan, including a partial suspension 
of the State’s gas tax as well as a $400 
rebate for State residents who own a car, 
with the rebate even applying per-car 
for up to two vehicles. If passed, the 
plan would take effect as soon as July. 

To assist with the high gas prices, 
local public transit agencies are step-
ping in to help people in Fullerton and 
other Southern California residents deal 
with the crisis with more options. Even 
if Newsom’s proposal doesn’t pass 
(which would also grant Californians 
three months of free public transit) 
agencies are now offering a bevy of dis-
counts. For example, OCTA has been 
offering discounts to riders to help off-

set the gas prices with their current $5 
day pass being less than the cost of a 
gallon of gas, the agency stated in a 
press release. Specifically, riders can get 
five day passes for the cost of only $15, 
which would be a 40% discount. The 
agency also said that Orange County 
youth between the ages of 6 and 18 
years old can ride transit for free, which 
could make up an estimated 1.7 million 
trips. 

Other local transit agencies are offer-
ing their services as a solution to rising 
gas prices. Local commuter rail system 
Metrolink has seen its ridership reach 
13,000 daily weekday boardings, the 
highest the system has reached since the 
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic 
in 2020, said Scott Johnson, the 
agency’s Director of Communications. 
Johnson, who attributes such gains both 
to the high gas prices as well as the 
revival of in-person work, also said, 
“We have seen nearly a 70% recovery 
on weekend ridership. People are look-
ing for a way to avoid high gas prices, 
traffic, and the cost of parking.”  

To meet the increasing demand, 
Metrolink will add 26 trains to its 
schedule, with four being added to the 
91/Perris Valley and Orange County 
Lines, which both serve Fullerton’s 
Metrolink station.    

Consumers have also turned to elec-
tric cars as a solution to rising gas 
prices. Last year, according to KSBY 
News, California became the first state 
in the U.S. to have at least one million 
registered electric vehicles, and their 
sales numbers in the State are expected 
to rise 37% from 500,000 in 2021 to 
670,000 by the end of 2022, according 
to AutoPacific.  

Ultimately, time will tell if this phe-
nomenon will lead to larger effects in 
the form of lasting changes in the habits 
of Fullerton residents, whether it be in 
transportation or views on policy and 
politics.

Rising Gas Prices Bring Changes 
in Transportation  by Anthony Robert  
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1. Waited 
4. Enormous birds of myth 
8. Beast of burden 
11. On the move 
14. "___ joke to you?!" 
15. Not impressed, in slang 
16. 1973 Joe Don Baker film that was   
     remade in 2004 with The Rock 
18. Bird: Prefix 
19. ___ mode 
20. UCSD URL ending 
21. Never, in Nuremberg 
22. Ascot or cravat 
23. White wine aperitif 
24. Swiss folk hero and a famous  
     Rossini overture 
27. Med. scan 
28. N.Y. Mets' division 
29. "___ Lang Syne" 
30. Country singer McEntire 
33. Lime or lemon drink 
35. Dublin's land 

36. Where a hand should not be caught 
39. Father Christmas 
41. Stands for artists 
44. Ancient 
45. Hero 
47. Euripides play 
48. Enormous impact 
52. Little troublemaker 
54. Big rig 
55. "Seinfeld" uncle 
56. Italian scooter 
58. ___ the crack of dawn 
59. British rock band with the 1971  
     album Aqualung 
60. Actress Sofer of soaps 
61. Highlight of 9-Down 
62. Goods 
63. 1920's one-named art deco  
     designer 
64. Beethoven's birthplace 
65. Musher's transport

1. More flaky 
2. Loose 
3. Start of a social media service pop-
ular with the kids 
4. Double-crosser 
5. Muscat resident 
6. Tiny hairs 
7. Capital on the Willamette 
8. Nonprofessional 
9. "The Barber of ___" (Rossini 
opera) 
10. Detective's badge 
11. Not sleeping 
12. Penthouse feature 
13. Culminate with 
17. Creole language derived from 
West Africa 
25. News story opening 
26. Followed 
31. Recycling container 

32. Impatient 
34. Somme summer 
35. "If all ___ fails ..." 
37. Drawn tight 
38. Will Smith film "___ Legend" 
39. Surprise hit 
40. Unwavering 
42. Free-time 
43. Tried out 
44. "Yeah, right!" 
46. Short jacket 
49. Curriculum ___: resume 
50. Admit 
51. Lindsay of "Mean Girls" 
53. Buddies 
56. They may be exchanged or 
renewed 
57. Abbr. at the end of a list 
59. Quick punch

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 
"VOWEL-UABLE" by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)

DOWN

ACROSS

 
REACH LOCAL REPEAT CUSTOMERS WHEN YOU ADVERTISE  

WITH THE FULLERTON OBSERVER. 
  

WE REACH 10,000 HOUSEHOLDS, 49,000 IMPRESSIONS MONTHLY  
ON OUR WEBSITE, 1.9K MONTHLY ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA.  

IN HOUSE AD CREATION INCLUDED IN PRICES. 
  

SEE MORE AT WWW.FULLERTONOBSERVER.COM AND CLICK ADVERTISE.

Literally cheesy, in the best way  
Review & photo by Brady Rhoades 

If you enjoy charcuterie, Let It Brie is 
a must-see. As the saying among cheese 
mongers goes, “The journey starts with 
the eyes.” 

We ordered the five-cheese board and 
signature panini, with Arnold Palmers to 
wash them down. 

The board, pre-set by Let It Brie's 
monger, who’s like a sommelier at a 
wine tasting, was wildly diverse. All 
manner of soft, hard, and aged cheeses, 
all manner of tastes, beautiful presenta-
tion. 

The cheesecake cheese was particular-
ly interesting. It was crumbly, floral, and 
opened sweet on the tongue. Mix it with 
the mustard sauce and you've got a few 
of the five essential tastes doo-wopping 
in your mouth. 

Unless you're a connoisseur, let the 
monger choose your cheeses and ask the 
waitress to explain them. For us, there 
was a steep intriguing learning curve 
and we came away ready to go to cock-
tail parties and sound cooler and more 
sophisticated than we actually are. 

The board featured bread, olives, 
grapes, strawberries, raspberries, nuts 
(including corn nuts, which, oddly, 
worked), candied walnuts, figs, salami, 
and the spicy mustard. 

Mix and match! Pair with a Voo Doo 
American Stout or 1646 Red Blend wine 
even if you don’t know what you’re 

doing. Like taking blue highways on a 
road trip, you never know what will hap-
pen. 

The signature panini is one of the best 
sandwiches in Fullerton. Brie, pears, 
arugula, and fig preserves. Drizzled with 
dark balsamic. Served with a 
Mediterranean-style salad. 

Specials are offered on the regular. At 
present, they’re serving a toasted flat-
bread seasoned with garlic blend lath-
ered in a spicy pepper jelly and topped 
with goat cheese, prosciutto, onion, 
basil, and a drizzle of dark balsamic 
vinegar. 

Our waitress was hard-working, help-
ful, friendly. The place — even the large 
patio area with picnic-bench-style tables 
— got constant decluttering and wipe 
downs. 

Let It Brie is dog friendly. Our 
labradoodle, Bow, enjoyed a fingertip of 
Red Dragon cheese. Gave it five chop-
lickings. 

 
QUICK TAKE 

What: Let It Brie 
Where: 117 E. Commonwealth 
Ave, Fullerton 
Menu: Cheese, cheese, cheese, 
paninis, salads, beers, wines, 
more cheese 
Contact: Call (714) 519-3094  
or visit letitbrie.com
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Photo Quiz  
Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

Last issue: The clue was Ace 
Hardware, and the plaque is embed-
ded in the ‘sparkle’ sidewalk out 
front on Commonwealth Avenue. 
Those sidewalks look nice plus the 
addition of shiny aggregates such as 
mica help keep them clean, allowing 
rain to quickly drain.  

This issue:  This artwork is in plain 
sight on the side of a downtown 
restaurant. Name the restaurant and 
the location.

Joe Tatar, 
Fullerton Icon

The call came in the morning after Joe 
passed, a plea to make sure there was an 
appropriate tribute to a man who graced 
so many stages and events in Fullerton. 
It’s hard to imagine anyone who saw 
him perform not being immediately 
smitten. From the earliest days of Cal 
State Fullerton and the elephant races to 
his last day, playing the piano at 3am 
when the paramedics arrived, Joe was 
going full tilt. 

I first became aware of him at the orig-
inal Heroes location, got to know him a 
bit when I stopped by his home when he 

The Heartbeat  
of Downtown 

Known by many as the Farmer’s 
Market, the annual return of the 
Fullerton Market took place on 
Thursday, April 7. No sign of Dan the 
Market Man; did anyone spot him, or is 
he still MIA? The Farmer’s Market is 
certainly a chief component but adding 
crafts and food vendors along with live 
music, an open Museum Center, and the 
beer and wine garden are what created 
an atmosphere that makes us feel like 
sticking around after making a bee line 
to our favorite farmers’ produce stands. 
Many in attendance hang out in the area 
just east of the courtyard, and some tell 
Dad jokes. I heard that one guy was not 
a Dad but still told the jokes. He was a 
faux pa. 

A case can be made that the market 
opening in 1996 marked the beginning 
of the rebirth of our Downtown. The 
area had gotten a bit tired and worn and 
needed some new life. With the influx of 

Museum Center
The Fullerton Museum Center opened 

at the former Carnegie Library in April 
of 1974 and major renovations took 
place in 1985. Since then, a lot of amaz-
ing installations and events have graced 
the place, and the current exhibit is a 
standout, as Brian Torres explains: “As a 
lifelong Fullerton resident, former City 
Employee, and now a graphic design 
consultant, I have attended and partici-
pated in many exhibits at the Museum 
Center. The current show, POSADA: 
The Iconic Printmaker and His Legacy 

in Popular Culture, is near and dear to 
my heart. Capturing the daily life in 
Mexico City from 1889-1913, his etch-
ings and prints are timeless and play a 
large part and influence in our pop cul-
tural appreciation of the traditional holi-
day Dia de Muertos.” Visit www.fuller-
tonmuseumcenter.com for more info. 

The Plaza stage comes to life each 
week at 6:30pm and despite the heat, 
there was dancing going on. Below is 
the lineup for the next few months. Be 
there or be square.

shoppers in the late afternoon, early evening, places like the Blue Wolf Bookstore 
suddenly had a brisk Thursday business and wow, even offered coffee. It’s hard to 
believe now but finding a place for coffee downtown was rare in those days. Other 
retailers saw new customers and restaurants also saw an uptick in business

Pollywogs or Tadpoles?
This section of our natural waterway at the drought-ravaged western edge of 

Hillcrest Park was just about dried up with little hope of producing thousands of tiny 
soon-to-be toads or frogs this spring. Having seen them many times in my youth and 
even having gathered and taken some home to make sure toads were on hand to 
keep insects out of our vegetable garden, checking this out has become an annual 
ritual. Alas, things were looking bleak. As you can see by these photos, taken 24 
hours apart, the recent rain changed everything, and has brought new life to not only 
the duck pond, but to many areas, including Frog Creek. Hoping to spot some of 
those pollywogs/tadpoles swimming down from those areas in the coming weeks. 

NEW IN TOWN 

Bazak Bazak Rice Hot Dog will soon be serving Korean Street food at Harbor and 
Chapman and The Starbucks next door is being transformed into Spotless Burgers, 
featuring all plant-based burgers and lots of other healthy foods. Spotless adds to the 
vegan and vegetarian options that are popping up in our downtown. Chicana Vegana 
has been open since 2017, Green Bliss since 2012, and our venerable Rutabegorz 
has been open since 1970. Many don’t know the difference between vegan and veg-
etarian.  Vegetarians exclude meat, poultry, fish, and seafood from their diets, so 
they don’t consume any animal flesh. Vegans exclude all meat plus animal products 
like dairy and eggs, so it is a more limited diet.  Meat and non-meat eaters like 
myself are very happy to have more options, so welcome to Downtown Fullerton. 

Brian Torres at the current Fullerton Museum art exhibit. 

was having a yard sale, and like so many others, saw the ubiquitous piano man 
again and again. Particularly memorable were his performances on the Fox 
Fullerton stage. In our next issue, you will be regaled with personal messages and 
photos. Joe Tatar, gone at the age of 81, a true vaudevillian who left a lasting 
impression.

Photo courtesy of Day of Music
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling (714) 870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

April 12 FJUHSD Meeting
Honors 

Fullerton Joint Union High School 
District (FJUHSD) Board meeting cele-
brated district wide visual arts honors 
hosted by Fullerton Union High School 
(FUHS) Principal Laura Rubio and 
Teacher on Special Assignment (TOSA) 
Maggie Crail. They honored students 
from all school sites for painting, draw-
ing, photography, and illustration. 
Sonora High School (SOHS) Principal 
Marvin Atkins highlighted athletic 
achievements of FUHS boys basketball 
and wrestling, La Habra High School 
(LHHS) co-ed cheer, and Sunny Hills 
High School (SHHS) boys soccer and 
girls wrestling. The art and sports cele-
brations will be detailed in the upcom-
ing newsletter, www.fjuhsd.org. 

New Administrators 
Asst. Superintendent of Human 

Resources Dr. Ed Atkinson presented 
Craig Weinreich for Board approval as 
the next SHHS Principal, which hap-
pened during the consent calendar. Brian 
Cuevas was officially installed as an 
Assistant Principal for both LHHS and 
SHHS while still serving as student sup-
port at La Vista/La Sierra (LV/LSHS). 
Ted Walstrom replaces retiring Director 
of Facilities and Construction Todd 
Butcher. Walstrom previously directed 
Facilities at East Whittier City School 
District.  

Timely Information 
With seven weeks left before gradua-

tion, both Student Board Member 
(SBM) Grace Lee and Superintendent 
Dr. Steve McLaughlin pointed out that 
graduating 12th graders and the admin-

istration feel pressure to accomplish a 
lot before that deadline. 

The Assistance League of Fullerton 
now provides hygiene products at all 
school sites for students in need. 
Students need to contact their counselor 
for additional information.  

Ethnic Studies Course Update 
Asst. Superintendent of Education Dr. 

Sylvia Kaufman and TOSA Sharon 
Hollon reported the Ethnic Studies 
course progress required for the graduat-
ing class of 2029/30. Holland reminded 
the Board that ethnic studies, “help(s) 
students better understand the world 
around us.” The FJUHSD class covers 
five ethnic groups including a student 
preferential final project. Formalized 
units cover Latin Americans, Native 
Americans, African Americans and 
Asian and Pacific Islander Americans 
focusing on cultures exploring celebra-
tion, sensitivity, awareness, understand-
ing, and unity. The course uses open 
resourced materials reviewed by a 
standing teacher committee meeting 
with ongoing student feedback deter-
mining curriculum and reliable resource 
material. Five school campuses will 
offer the course this fall, but Dr. 
Kaufman said interested students can 
contact their counselor for options to fit 
ethnic studies into their schedule includ-
ing co-enrollment at Fullerton College.  

The trustees did not address Critical 
Race Theory (CRT) and it was only 
mentioned when a slide differentiating 
Ethnic Studies from the academically 
accepted definition of CRT (a graduate 
level legal course never taught in high 

school). Trustees appreciated Dr. 
Kaufman’s teamwork and stakeholder 
inclusion. Student Board Member Grace 
Lee thanked the teacher committee for 
openly embracing multiple teaching 
methods to present this material creating 
effective student learning. Trustee 
Marilyn Buchi wanted clarification that 
all course resources receive prior admin-
istrative approval. President Lauren 
Klatzker questioned the evaluation 
process making sure that fully qualified 
teachers provide course instruction. 
Trustee Chester Jeng asked how the 
FJUHSD course compares to college 
offerings, and Ms. Holland replied that 
the college courses focus on a single eth-
nicity, where this course will cover four 
set ethnicities and a final project using 
the 5 focus areas to cover a student-cho-
sen ethnicity. 

Dress Code Updates 
The Board approved the updated 

(Board Policy) BP 5650 last updated in 
1978. The dress code removes gendered 
language, supports a safe school envi-
ronment, and approves the updated 
(Administrative Regulation) AR 5650 
last updated in 1990. Provided for infor-
mation only, Board members can only 
ensure AR 5650 does not contradict 
their policy. The Student Advisory 
Council (SAC) and principals worked 
on updating AR 5650 since August 2021 
creating a cohesive policy providing 
consistency currently lacking through-
out the district campuses. The previous 
policy’s focus on disciplinary measures 
led to ambiguity and wide variation dis-
trictwide. I talked with SBM and SAC 
President Grace Lee about the specifici-
ty of the new dress code and she said 
that the stakeholder committee needed 
to establish a safe and academic profes-
sional atmosphere on school campuses. 
The dress code issue flared up as stu-
dents returned from distance learning 
environments and became aware of 
existing dress code disparities at differ-
ent campuses. 

Lee, a graduating Buena Park High 
School (BPHS) senior heading to 
Sanford University in the fall, empha-
sized that the students worked closely 
with their advisor, Dr. Karl Zener, to use 
specific and appropriate language to cre-

ate a “healthy compromise that works 
for students and administrators” at all 
campuses. The goal was to create an eas-
ily relatable and timely document that 
“fit with current fashion culture while 
preserving the professional learning 
atmosphere” that students need to safely 
participate in various educational activi-
ties. The new policy focuses on inclu-
sion and nondiscrimination for gender, 
religion, or sexual orientation. Safety is 
emphasized in various situations from 
woodworking and science classes to 
dance and theater. Language carves out 
teacher and principal approved excep-
tions and body area coverage is nongen-
dered and expressly identified. The pro-
fessional atmosphere prohibits porno-
graphic, obscene, and violent speech or 
images and emphasized that clothing 
should not disrupt the learning process 
of others. The students tackled issues 
that many adults hesitate to address 
including religious attire, contagious 
disease, and hygiene issues. The differ-
ence between the prior adult-written 
dress code versus the precision and clar-
ity with which students created their 
own dress code with administrative 
approval, shows how students value 
inclusion, acceptance, and support for 
each other to find their place in the 
school setting versus hem lines, spiked 
collars, and disciplinary measures.  

Facilities update 
Todd Butcher made his final bond 

project update emphasizing the seismic 
retrofitting of the Fullerton Auditorium. 
The Auditorium offers wheelchair 
access to the lobby, bathrooms, main 
seating area, and backstage access 
through a system of ramps and eleva-
tors. The entire building and clocktower 
have been regirded with cement and ½” 
thick steel plates along the walls and 
columns, and the inside artwork and the 
famous Kassler Mural along the outside 
west wall of the theater (now included in 
the historical identification of the the-
ater) was carefully preserved and 
restored by the Fullerton Heritage 
Group. To see all the bond project 
updates online         

 https://www.fjuhsd.org/Page/1034. 
The next FJUHSD Board meeting  

will be held at 6 pm on May 10 at 6pm.

FULLERTON JOINT UNION  
HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF APPROVING AN INCREASE IN 
STATUTORY (LEVEL 1) SCHOOL FEES IMPOSED ON NEW RESI-
DENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL CONSTRUCTION 
PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 65995 AND EDU-
CATION CODE SECTION 17620 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Trustees (“Board”) of the 
Fullerton Joint Union High School District (“School District”) at its regular 
board meeting to be held in the Board Room at the Education Center, 1051 
West Bastanchury Road, Fullerton, California, on Tuesday, May 10, 2022 at 
approximately 6:00 p.m. or soon thereafter, will consider approving an 
increase in statutory school fees (“Level I School Fees”) that may be 
imposed on new residential and commercial/industrial construction located 
within the boundaries of the School District pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65995 and Education Code Section 17620.  
 
A report entitled “School Fee Justification Study” was prepared pursuant to 
and in accordance with applicable law, which includes information and 
analysis demonstrating the relationship between new residential and com-
mercial/industrial development and the School District’s need for the con-
struction of school facilities, the estimated cost of the school facilities, and 
justification for the levy of Level I School Fees on new residential and com-
mercial/industrial development. 
 
The School Fee Justification Study and any related documents regarding the 
proposed adoption of the Level I School Fees are available for public 
review during normal business hours at the School District’s administrative 
office, located at 1051 West Bastanchury Road, Fullerton, California 92833. 
 
Questions and/or comments should be directed to Ruben Hernandez, 

Assistant Superintendent of Business Services at (714) 870-2810. 

Congratulations FC Honor Society 
  

Fullerton College’s Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) Honor Society (Beta Kappa Tau 
Chapter) recently reached Five Star Level chapter status. Five-star status is the high-
est level of achievement a Phi Theta Kappa chapter can attain through its participa-
tion in campus, local, regional, national, and international activities. In addition, the 
Honors in Action project was awarded the 2nd Most Distinguished Honors in Action 
Project Award as well as the Distinguished Theme Award. Such accomplishments 
display the chapter's drive towards achievement even amidst the unparalleled times 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.



FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

Meet Darling

ANIMAL ID: A1716393

Endangered Animal Trivia

WHAT’S TRENDING by Irene, 10th grade
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KIDS RULE by Tegan, 4th grade

Let’s Celebrate by Mateo, 8th grade

Earth Day April 22:  
Let’s Save Our Beautiful Planet

Our planet is slowly collapsing right 
under our noses. With climate change, 
pollution, and rising sea levels, parts of 
the environment are becoming unsuit-
able to support life. Believe it or not, we 
humans are the main cause of these 
problems. As our society begins to dive 
deeper into the Digital Age to become 
more advanced, our Earth takes massive 
blows from industrial factories and plas-
tic bottles. However, in recent years 
many more people have been made 
aware of the situation and have worked 
relentlessly to correct and improve our 
environment. Our national government 
has put a multitude of laws in place to 
limit the damage. In fact, there is even a 
day dedicated to the preservation of the 
Earth. Every April 22, people around the 
world celebrate Earth Day by making it 
a point to protect our wonderful planet.  

Before the first official Earth Day in 
1970, Americans did not seem to pay 
much attention to the worsening envi-
ronment. Vehicles and factories were 
letting off extreme amounts of pollution 
without fear of reprimands by the gov-
ernment. In fact, many people consid-
ered the smell of gas and smoke in the 
air as a sign of prosperity. However, 
Rachel Carson’s book Silent Spring 
would change all that.  

In 1962, her book was published and 
quickly became a bestseller. It opened 
the eyes of oblivious people and spread 
awareness for the growing issue of pol-
lution, which was a good starting point. 
Eight years later, Wisconsin junior sena-
tor Gaylord Nelson had the brilliant idea 
to have students advocate for a nation-
wide effort to protect and clean the envi-
ronment on April 22, a date that fell in 
between their Spring Break and their 
final exams for the year.  

The idea was a success, and the day 

was officially named Earth Day a year 
later. Twenty million Americans banded 
together to protest and demonstrate the 
growing issues with our environment. 
The day brought together many different 
groups known to oppose each other, 
such as the two prominent political par-
ties, because it was such an underlying 
issue that was just then being highlight-
ed by the public. Due to this day, laws 
were made to help preserve our planet. 
The day became global in 1990, adding 
even more contributors and spreading 
more awareness for these problems.  

Today, Earth Day is recognized as one 
of the largest non-religious observances 
in the world, as it is celebrated by more 
than one billion people. You can be 
included in that group as well. Some 
helpful activities to do on Earth Day 
(and every other day, for that matter) are 
going to your local park or school to 
pick up trash, limit your usage of water, 
electricity, and gas, and limit as much 
food waste as possible, just to name a 
few. It also helps to bring awareness to 
the situation so that other people can 
also contribute to the global effort. With 
your aid, we can make the world a 
cleaner and more beautiful place. 

Source: earthday.org 

May is for Mysteries, Multiverse, and Madness
With barely two weeks left until its 

May 6 premiere, Marvel Studios 
released its second trailer, ‘Dream,’ of 
the upcoming film, Doctor Strange in 
the Multiverse of Madness. Featuring 
British actor Benedict Cumberbatch as 
Doctor Strange for his second individual 
movie in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe [MCU], as well as Elizabeth 
Olsen as Scarlet Witch, the preview fea-
tures unsettling images of zombies and 
hints at Wanda Maximoff’s (Scarlet 
Witch) potential villain arc. In the antic-
ipated sequel, Strange embarks on a 
journey through the complicated and 

infinite dimensions of the MCU’s multi-
verse, opening a multitude of doors for 
surprise cameos. While other MCU 
movie protagonists have yet to be con-
firmed, some fans have already specu-
lated that the film will feature Tom 
Hiddleston as Loki and Tom Holland as 
Peter Parker. With their newest 
approach toward the parallel universe, 
Marvel unpacks a load of mysteries and 
surprises in their long-awaited film. 

 
https://www.ign.com/articles/doctor-

strange-2-multiverse-madness-zombie-
wanda 

Meet Darling, an adorable 
five-year-old Pit Bull. Darling 
was rescued about a year ago 
off the streets by the OC 
Animal Care field team when they got a call 
about a lonely, nervous stray roaming the 
streets. Darling may be a little shy at first, but 
never let that fool you. Once she trusts you, 
you’re stuck with her for life. With her favorite 
toys, Darling loves to play tug-of-war and she 
enjoys pampering herself by wearing her 
favorite bandanas around her neck. She deeply 
appreciates any quality time she gets to spend 
with her human friends. From walks to cuddle 
time, you’ll never be alone (I told you she’s 
clingy). Darling is looking for a home where she 
will be the only pet, the "big enchilada," the 
jewel of the household.  

Visit www.ocpetinfo.com or call (714)-935-
6848 to set up an appointment today. 

Q: What do Rodrigues Fruit Bats 
eat? 

A: The Rodrigues Fruit Bats eat a 
diet of nectar and a large variety of 
juicy fruits such as oranges, watermel-
on, grapes, pears, and bananas. It lives 
in Rodrigues, an island in the Indian 
Ocean belonging to Mauritius. It lives 
in lowland rain forests. Because of 
deforestation and natural cyclone disaster (also because of its severe popula-
tion), these bats are critically endangered. Though they number 20,000 today, 
they are still at risk because of their extremely limited geographical range. They 
populate slowly, like most bats, one pup every year. Fun Fact: This species is 
known for their strong musky smell.

Easter, an exciting annual event, is 
originally celebrated by the Christian 
religion and honors Jesus rising from the 
dead. After Halloween, it is the second 
biggest holiday that includes candy. 1.9 
billion dollars are spent on candy by 
Americans on this special day, and 70% 
of the purchased candy is chocolate. 
76% of Americans think that a chocolate 
bunny’s ears should be consumed first, 
and finally, the first tale of a rabbit, or 
Easter Bunny, distributing eggs in gar-
dens was first published in 1680. 

For more information, visit:  
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/1

1-facts-about-easter#fnref8  
and/or  

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Eas
ter-holiday 

Easter Eggs are a huge part of this fes-
tival. Children all around the world hunt 

for hidden eggs that 
contain little goodies 
like candy and toys 
inside. To prepare real 
eggs with ease, here are two life hacks.  

A tip on how to separate an egg yolk 
from the egg whites is to grab an emp-
tied plastic bottle. One should use the 
bottle to place on the egg yolk, which 
will suck the yolk up. Next, releasing 
the yolk is easy. Just lightly squeeze the 
bottle and the yolk will come out of the 
bottle.  

The second tip allows one to peel the 
shell easily. Simply use a spoon by 
working the utensil right underneath the 
eggshell and above the egg to peel your 
delicacy in just a few seconds.  

Learn more egg 
hacks:https://tasty.co/article/jesseszew-

czyk/ways-to-cook-eggs-hacks

Eggcellent Easter

EARN YOUR ACCREDITED  
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA  

THROUGH OC PUBLIC LIBRARIES
Career Online High School 

Did you know individuals with a high school diploma earn about $10K 
more annually than those without a diploma? Additionally, the unemploy-
ment rate for those without a diploma is significantly higher than the 
national average. 
 

For questions, please call or email: 
714-566-2837 / ocpl.programs@occr.ocgov.com
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THROUGH - MAY 15 
• 12pm - 8pm Thurs & 12pm - 4pm 
Fri, Sat, Sun: José Guadalupe 
Posada: The Iconic Printmaker and 
his Legacy in Popular Culture $10 
Fullerton Museum Center 301 N. 
Pomona Ave Fullerton (714) 738-6545 
info@fullertonmuseum.com 

 
APRIL 30TH - JUNE 24TH 

• 12-5pm Wed-Sun Made in 
California  Every year, this juried 
exhibit showcases artwork from all over 
the state of California. MICA strives to 
highlight artists in all stages of their 
careers and offers them a chance to 
compete for a number of awards, includ-
ing the coveted solo show opportunity. 
This regional show features artwork 
from an extensive variety of mediums 
and explores creative movements hap-
pening in California. 

Brea Gallery, 1 Civic Center Circle 
(714) 990-7731 

breagallery@cityofbrea.net 

Farmers Market
•  EVERY WEDNESDAY 8:30am-
12:30pm: Fullerton’s Certified 
Farmers Market. Shop for fresh fruit, 
vegetables, & more. Fullerton 
Community Center - 340 W. 
Commonwealth Ave. 

Art Shows

City Plaza Market
THURSDAYS 

• 4:30-8:30pm City Market  
Support your local vendors. There will 
be fresh produce and live music to 
enjoy. Fullerton Downtown Plaza  
125 E. Wilshire Ave 

LIVE MUSIC 
April 21________THE BELAIRS    
April 28________SOUNDBYTES 
May 5_________SMOKIN COBRAS 
May 12________SHOWKILLERS 
May 19________SOUTHLAND 

SAT MAY 14 
•  9am to noon FURNITURE DUMP 
DAY Drop off unwanted items such as 
mattresses, chairs, couches, etc. No 
electronics or hazardous waste. 
3000 West Orangethorpe Ave, Fullerton 
(714) 525-6515  asmdc.org/ht-cleanup 

 
FRI, MAY 6 

• 7-10pm  A FREE lecture by Jesse La 
Tour, A BRIEF HISTORY OF ART 
IN FULLERTON Come learn about 
the rich history of art in Fullerton–from 
historic murals to galleries to cultural 
events and institutions (past and pres-
ent). Work by local artists will also be on 
display. 

At Modelmania  
232 W Commonwealth Ave Fullerton 

Community Events

 
THROUGH– MAY 21 

• 11am – 4pm Tue - Thurs & Sat 
Ann Phong: Re-Evaluating Normal 
Through expressive abstraction, Phong 
transforms her paintings into an invita-
tion to pause, think, and recalibrate how  
we co-exist. Re-Evaluating Normal 
prompts us to re-imagine building a bet-
ter normal.  
CSUF Begovich Gallery 800 N. State 
College Blvd, Fullerton (657) 278-3471 
 

APRIL 20 TO MAY 3 
• 10am-2pm BonnieVerse A special 
engagement of Bonnie Schiffman’s 
iconic photography, featuring rare 
Polaroids, personalized letters, answer-
ing machine messages, photo scans, 
final prints, and proof sheets of famous 
figures. The exhibition also includes an 
educational component on the history of 
photography.  

Muckenthaler Cultural Center 
 (714) 738-6595 info@themuck.org 

Fullerton Museum Center Call for Artists 
 
The Fullerton Museum Center invites any and all Fullerton-based artists to 
submit their works (all mediums and music accepted) to be featured in an 
upcoming multimedia interactive exhibition FULLERTON: ART TOWN -- 
opening Friday, June 3. Aspiring artists, students, as well as professionals 
based in Fullerton are welcome to submit up to 3 artworks. 
Fullerton: Art Town will explore and highlight the history of art and artists in 
our diverse community.  

Deadline to apply Tuesday, May 3.  
For more information email info@fullertonmuseum.com.
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Maverick Theatre  
110 E Walnut Ave, Ste B, 

Fullerton  
(714) 526-7070  

https://mavericktheater.com 
•Fri, April 22 @ 8pm 
• Sat, April 23 @ 8pm

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

The Laramie Project $20 
Fri April 22 & 29 @ 8pm 
Sat April 23 & 30 @ 8pm 

Sun April 24 & May 1 @ 2pm 
The Laramie Project was written 

by Moises Kaufman and members of 
the Tectonic Theater Project in 2000 
about the reaction to the 1998 mur-
der of gay University of Wyoming 
student, Matthew Shepard. Kaufman 
and the other company members 
went to Laramie, Montana on six dif-
ferent occasions and questioned resi-
dents, the police force, and 
Matthew’s friends in an attempt to 
understand what happened, and most 
of all - why.  

First Christian Church 
109 E Wilshire Ave, Fullerton  

For Tickets please call  
562 696.0600.  

ALL THE OLD KNIVES:  
A Hit and a Miss

Arborland Montessori  
Celebrates Perseverance with 

Student-Dubbed  
Red Carpet  

Movie Premiere 
Arborland Montessori elementary 

school students auditioned and were 
trained for voice dubbing roles in the 
English language version of The Old 
Man and Two Mountains. Featuring 9-
year-old James Um as lead character 
Rocky, the story follows Rocky and his 
father Chief Rock as they attempt to 
save their village from the shadow of the 
mountain and its mischievous spirit 
inhabitants, Dan and Jan. 

Arborland Montessori Children’s 
Academy is celebrating human perse-
verance with the red carpet movie pre-

Theatre

The knives seen in this espionage 
thriller are mostly the dinner table vari-
ety, so the “old knives” in the title must 
be a metonymy for weapons used in a 
past horrific crime. Based on a novel by 
Olen Steinhauer, who also wrote the 
screenplay, All the Old Knives has style 
and fine acting but lacks depth. 
Although advertised that it is set in 
Carmel, we don’t see much of this small 
California treasure, but we do get some 
breath-taking shots of Chris Pine 
maneuvering his convertible down 
Highway 1 as it hugs the cliffs above the 
pounding Pacific surf. 

Celia Harrison (Thandiwe Newton) 
and Henry Pelham (Chris Pine) have 
worked as C.I.A. agents stationed in 
Vienna eight years earlier. Each had 
been involved in espionage when a 
Royal Jordanian flight is hijacked and 
all the 127 passengers, including many 
Americans, are killed. Mideast terrorists 
are identified as perpetrators of the mas-
sive tragedy. However, it is now 2020 
and Vince (Laurence Fishburne), direc-
tor of the C.I.A.’s Vienna office, has 
received word that one of the terrorists 
has been apprehended and he claims that 
an informant within the Vienna C.I.A. 
Office had been a mole enabling the 
hijackers. 

Because Celia left the office and 
resigned from the C.I.A. after the 
tragedy, Vince sends Henry to California 
to find out what she might have known. 
What Vince does not know is that Celia 
and Henry were lovers at the time.  One 
story-telling strategy that director Janus 
Metz uses heavily throughout the film is 
flashbacks. Through these, we in the 
audience witness intimate scenes of how 
passionate and erotic their love affair 
had been, and we hear intimations that 
they were considering possibly spending 
the rest of their lives together. 

But in the intervening eight years 
since her abrupt departure from Vienna, 
Celia has returned to civilian life and 
married a successful businessman. They 
now live in Carmel and have two chil-

dren, who are the source of great joy and 
pride for Celia. However, Henry gets her 
to agree to see him, saying that he hap-
pened to be in Santa Clara but could 
drive down to Carmel to meet her for a 
dinner of reminiscences. Much of the 
film is focused on that dinner in a beau-
tiful restaurant with ocean views and a 
sophisticated menu. Both Henry and 
Celia are happy to see the other, but each 
is slightly wary as to how much the 
other might have been even marginally 
responsible for the deaths of those air-
line passengers. 

At least half of the drama in All the 
Old Knives takes place within that 
friendly but guarded dinner conversa-
tion between Henry and Celia peppered 
with numerous flashbacks to events 
occurring eight years earlier in both 
London and Vienna. If there is a take-
away from this movie, it is the message 
that if you work in espionage, who can 
you ever completely trust? 

Underused but splendid in their sup-
porting roles are Fishburne as Henry’s 
boss and Jonathan Pryce as Celia’s for-
mer boss in the Vienna office. 

All the Old Knives is playing in the-
aters and can be seen streaming on 
Prime TV.

Fox Foundation Brings on New  
Development Consultant by Todd Huffman 

 On the heels of the tragic and unex-
pected passing of the Fox’s Executive 
Director Steve Forry on Feb 13, the 
Fullerton Historic Theatre Foundation 
(FHTF) Board of Directors were fortu-
nate to be introduced to Austin Barrow 
as a Development Consultant to help fill 
part of the void. Austin officially started 
working for the FHTF on March 30 and 
attended the State of the City event at 
Cal State Fullerton. His duties will 
include leading a new fundraising com-
mittee, structuring grant application pro-
grams, and developing strategic rela-
tionships with corporate, public, and 
private sector organizations to develop 
funds to complete the construction of 
the Fox (plus ongoing operations after 
its opening). Barrow, who lives in 

Laguna Beach with wife Laura and their 
two kids, hails from El Dorado, 
Arkansas where he oversaw the devel-
opment of the Murphy Arts District, a 
four-block area revitalizing downtown 
El Dorado as a regional entertainment 
and arts destination. Barrow raised 125 
million dollars for the development of 
the project and became the project’s 
President and COO once it was com-
pleted. He has bachelor’s degree from 
Louisiana Tech University and a Master 
of Fine Arts from the University of 
Arkansas. The Fox looks forward to his 
contribution and support. 

If you see Austin Barrow around, 
please introduce yourself and welcome 
him to Fullerton.

Austin Barrow is welcomed aboard by FHTF Board President, Brian Newell

miere of The Old Man and Two Mountains on May 14. All proceeds from the event 
will be donated to Providence St. Jude Medical Center in appreciation of the hard-
working frontline health professionals who persevered through the COVID pan-
demic. 

The Old Man and Two Mountains is a high-action animated movie based on a 
well-known fable from Chinese mythology. Marc Handler, former creative director 
of Disney China, was the chief scriptwriter to develop the plot based on the old 
fable. The movie was successfully released in China in September 2020. 

May 14 from 10:30am - 1pm - $25 
● Red carpet press interviews will begin at 10:30am ● Movie will start at 11am 

Buena Park Krikorian Movie Theater 
8290 La Palma Ave, Buena Park, CA 90620 

Make your ticket reservations by April 29.  
(714) 871-3111 or email@arborland.
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VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2022 

Downtown Fullerton  
Historic Walking Tours  

Resume After Two-Year Hiatus 
 “Education is part of our goals and 

tours are a great way to get people to 
hear more about Fullerton’s historic 
past,” said Ernie Kelsey, President of 
Fullerton Heritage, and Chair of the vol-
unteer organization’s tour group. 
“What’s great about these tours is that 
they’re not only fun and give you exer-
cise, but so many people learn about the 
City. It’s fun to go through and educate 
people about a building or an area or a 
historic event that happened that they 
didn’t know happened. People drive by 
these historic buildings every day, and 
they don’t know how historic they really 
are.” 

Beginning at the Fullerton Museum 
Center, the downtown tours take people 
on a walk through the City’s history with 
photographs and visual aids to show 
what buildings looked like then and 
now. According to the organization’s 
website, their tours started in approxi-
mately 1995. There was one led by 
docents, but pamphlets were also dis-
tributed so people could go on the walks 
themselves. 

The group’s guided tours have been on 
a two-year hiatus due to COVID. 
However, on Saturday, April 2, they 
resumed. Fullerton Heritage offers both 
downtown walking tours and Hillcrest 
Park walking tours. They also do special 
request tours. In the past, they’ve done 
this for a Brownie troop, a Morningside 
group, and family reunions. Prior to the 
pandemic, five to six people typically 
attended the downtown walks. However, 
now that the organization has been 
advertising on Facebook and Instagram, 
they are seeing a higher turnout. On 
their April tour, ten people attended, 
even though twenty had reserved spots 
in advance. 

Kelsey has been leading historic walk-
ing tours of downtown Fullerton for the 
last 16 years. He shadowed and eventu-
ally took over as tour chairman from 
Warren Bowen. Bowen was a Fullerton 
native and Fullerton Heritage board 
member for years. “He led the walking 
tours and had so much information and 
stories because he lived it,” Kelsey said. 
“He taught me that people care about 
what happened inside the buildings... He 
worked in the Icehouse and was even 
Mr. George Amerige’s driver. He had a 
wealth of knowledge that I still talk 
about on the tours today.” 

Fullerton Heritage tries to offer the 
tours monthly, but they do skip the sum-
mer because of the heat. Kelsey leads 
people on a big loop around the down-
town district. The group moves from the 
Museum Center to the train station, 
where they talk about how Fullerton was 

founded. Making their way up Harbor 
Boulevard, they stop along the way to 
talk about the Rialto Theatre, the 
Chapman Building, and the California 
Hotel. They follow the street until they 
reach the area where the Springfield 
Banquet Hall Building and the Fox 
Fullerton are located. The tour group 
then walks to Fullerton High School, 
stepping through all four historic build-
ings on the campus. While there, they 
talk about Charles Kassler’s mural on 
the side of the auditorium. Afterward, 
they arrive back at the Museum Center 
where they started. 

“It’s about two to two hours and 15 
minutes depending on questions and the 
group we have. It’s a very fun and 
informative tour; flat and pretty easy to 
walk,” Kelsey said. 

As a tour guide, Kelsey has a few 
favorite stops along the way. He really 
enjoys talking about the train station, the 
Rialto Theatre, and Fullerton High 
School. “My personal favorite stops are 
the train station and the Fullerton 
Transportation Center because so much 
of our City history is tied to the rail-
road,” he said. “At this stop you get to 
talk about the town’s founding with the 
Santa Fe Depot, our agricultural past 
with the Union Pacific Depot (Old 
Spaghetti Factory), and local transporta-
tion with the Pacific Red Car 
(Hopscotch).”  

Kelsey also really likes the Rialto 
Theater stop because people are always 
surprised that it was a silent movie the-
ater. He also enjoys visiting his alma 
matter, Fullerton Union High School. 
“It’s fun to walk the halls and end up 
talking about the Fullerton Auditorium 
and the Kassler Mural on the east side, 
he said. “The mural wasn’t uncovered 
when I was there so it’s fun to be able to 
talk about it. Like I said, every stop is 
interesting because there’s so much his-
tory in our downtown.” 

Fullerton Heritage’s next historic 
walking tour will be happening at 
Hillcrest Park on April 30 at 9:00am. 
They start and meet at the stairs located 
in the parking lot at Lemon and Valley 
View. The Hillcrest tour teaches people 
about how the park was created by the 
city of Fullerton. They walk up and 
down the hills, including some stairs, 
bringing guests to the WWI Memorial, 
the Isaac Walton house, and showing 
them all the upgrades the City has done 
to the park. 

Admission for all guided walking 
tours is $5 for the public and free for 
Fullerton Heritage Members. To make a 
reservation call (714) 740-3051 or  
email tours@fullertonheritage.org. 

Friends of Jazz Mardi Gras 2022 
The good times rolled  

by Judi McDuff 
 

At this year’s Mardi Gras Ball, held on 
March 27 at the Fullerton Elks Lodge, 
about 110 guests had plenty to celebrate 
and they really let their hair down. And 
it was all for a good cause—keeping 
music in the schools. 

At 5pm, doors opened for cocktail 
hour, and guests were greeted by the 
CSUF Titan Ramblers (Bill Cunliffe, 
director) playing in the New Orleans 
Room. 

Dressed in their finest clothes, masks, 
and costumes, guests joined in the 
krewe parade led by FOJ’s dragon and 
the Titan Ramblers throughout the 
lodge, dancing and waving decorated 
parasols, while vocalist Barbara 
Johnson sang, “When the Saints Go 
Marching In.” 

In the Main Ballroom, the Fullerton 
College Dance Band, directed by Bruce 
Babad, provided some great entertain-
ment for listening, and there was plenty 
of dancing. Of course, what ball would 

not be complete without the introduc-
tion of the king and queen, Nick and 
Dottie Batinich, whose reign began at 
the 2020 Mardi Gras ball just before the 
pandemic and will continue through 
2023. 

After guests enjoyed a delicious din-
ner, the band played on, and Fullerton 
College J-Train vocalists, including 
their director, Jamie Shew, sang a num-
ber of crowd-pleasing jazz standards. 

After the ball was over, CSUF and 
Fullerton College student musicians 
jammed together in the New Orleans 
Room. 

Many thanks to the National Charity 
League gals and their moms for helping 
to make the event a success. Kudos to 
Larry Arthur, Mardi Gras Ball Director; 
Don Dyer, Co-Director; Pam Appleman, 
Auction Chair; Wayne Mason, Master of 
Ceremonies; and to the Mardi Gras 
Committee, for tirelessly putting it all 
together. 

Friends of Jazz, now in its 23rd year, is 
supported by the Johnny Carson 
Foundation.

Jamie Shew, J-Train director and vocalist, with Fullerton College Jazz Band, 
Bruce Babad, director          PHOTO BY LIZZ JUAREZ
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HOMEMADE SUPPLY KIT for DISASTERS  
by Jere Greene (involved with disaster operations since 1993)  

If a disaster were to occur, emergency services could be delayed, therefore it 
is important to have basic supplies within easy reach to keep your household 
safe. You can easily include a few items listed here in your weekly shopping and 
create a homemade kit that will protect you in case of disaster in the future. See 
previous issues for weeks 1-9 www.fullertonobserver.com 

 
WEEK 10 

Water Purification & Supplies 
• Disposable dust masks  
  (1 per person) 
• Multi-function knife 

    (Swiss Army type) 
 

TO DO 
1) Find out how to purify water 

      in an emergency at  
      www.redcross.org 

2) Find out about your workplace 
      disaster plan.

Wellbeing by Jo Ann Branno   ck, Ph.D.

The Teen Brain: Part II 
Adolescent behavior has been a topic 

for years. Socrates described more than 
2,000 years ago that adolescents’ attrib-
utes were “bad manners, contempt for 
authority, disrespectful to elders, and no 
exercise, just (nonsense) chatter.” At a 
later date, Aristotle described the char-
acteristics of adolescents as “lacking in 
sexual self-restraint, fickle in their 
desires, passionate, and impulsive.” 
Over the course of psychology, many 
theories described adolescence as a 
problematic stage. G. Stanley Hall saw 
adolescence as one of “storm and 
stress,” Sigmund Freud saw it as an 
“expression of torturous psychological 
conflict,” and Erik Erikson as one of 
“identity formation versus identity con-
fusion.” 

Today, the stage of adolescence is seen 
as more positive and optimistic. It is 
seen as a time of great opportunity and 
sensitivity, and of enormous potential 
for change. When adolescents feel like 
they are contributing to society, such as 
being concerned for the environment by 
picking up trash at the beach, becoming 
a vegetarian because they do not want to 
hurt animals, standing up for injustice 
and making their voices heard, collect-
ing books for a reading garden at the 
Muckenthaler, helping feed the home-
less during Thanksgiving, and selling 
lemonade in order to buy toys for chil-
dren who are in the hospital, they feel 
empowered.  When the adolescent is 
passionate about something (within rea-
son), support them, as it will give them 
new roles and responsibilities that make 
them feel valued and respected. 

The Fullerton Observer has created a 
Young Observer page for contributing 
students as young as 4th grade through 

10th grade. It is here that 
they collect data and 
then present it in a jour-
nalistic format for readers.  Support for 
kids and a belief in them contribute to 
their success in their endeavors and 
encourages them to reach for the stars. 

There are many other activities for 
adolescents such as The Boys and Girls 
Club of Fullerton, which serves more 
than 2,500 teenagers between the ages 
of 6 and 18.  The club provides a safe 
environment where kids can learn, play, 
and grow.  As a national organization, 
the Boys and Girls Clubs have served 
4.6 million kids over 160 years and have 
changed countless lives. There are many 
organizations that help young people; 
we need only to get more involved in 
them. 

A model used by the JOYA Scholars 
organization in Fullerton is to empower 
through education disadvantaged ado-
lescents.  A fixed comfortable place in 
their neighborhood provides a quiet 
place to study and have access to tutor-
ing. They are assigned a mentor who 
believes in them. The JOYA model has 
been proven to be successful as seen 
with previous students who have gradu-
ated from college and gone into careers 
such as the law and science.  This model 
could be applied to other adolescents to 
help them succeed. My belief is that 
“Education is the key to success, the 
door to opportunity, and the future of 
our country,” as quoted by the Cherami 
Education Fund, a non-profit that I had 
founded.  Whether it’s a college degree 
or a trade, it is the preparation for a suc-
cessful life. 

 
To be continued  

in Part III of the Teen Brain

A Day of Authors coming April 30 
www.adayofauthors.com 

Lee Hollis is the pen name for a 
brother and sister writing team. Rick 
Copp is a film and television 
writer/producer and author of two 
other mystery novel series. Sister 
Holly Simason is an award-winning 
food and cocktail columnist. He 
writes mysteries. She writes recipes. 
Combine the two and the cozy series 
Hayley Powell Food & Cocktails 
Mysteries was born. Death of an 

Lee Hollis

Italian Chef is the fourteenth in the series and is … “an enjoyably twisty mystery laced with 
the heroine’s equally entertaining food-centric newspaper columns.” — Kirkus Reviews

Brother & sister writing team Simason & Copp

by Esha Salman  
In today’s political and social climate 

taking the simple action of either wear-
ing or not wearing a mask is enough to 
fracture relationships. With most 
California districts following the March 
11 lifting of the statewide mask mandate 
for schools, students are making their 
own individual decisions on whether to 
take masks off or leave them on.   

Over 50 Troy High School students 
were asked to fill out a survey on their 
reactions and feelings about masks. 

•21.4% felt lifting the mandate has 
affected their relationships with their 
peers. 
•21.4% felt pressured to keep their 
mask on in front of friends despite 
wanting to take it off. One student 
felt bad after taking off the mask 
when a friend commented, “not 
wearing a mask is inconsiderate.” 
•28.6% said they would follow their 
peers decision. 
•78.6% claimed school staff took 
their masks of more than students. 
•28.6% said they were influenced by 
school staff’s decisions to wear or 
not wear a mask. One student said, 
“I was scared of not wearing a mask 
in certain teacher’s classes.” 

•8.3% said their decision was influ-
enced by their family. 
•75% of students said their decision 
to wear or not wear a mask was a 
personal choice. 
Troy High Principal Dr. William 

Mynster agreed, “It’s pure personal pref-
erence. I’ve gone into classrooms where 
I see the majority of students wearing 
masks, so I put one on because I think 
they are more comfortable that way. 
Everyone is pretty good about respect-
ing other people’s decisions.” 

FJUHSD Director of Administration 
Karl Zener said, “When I’m on campus-
es I see students and staff interacting 
positively - some are wearing masks and 
some aren’t, and everyone seems very 
respectful.” 

Observer High School Board reporter 
Vivian Moreno said, “Everyone seems 
to be cautiously optimistic about the 
lowering of mandates - though there 
remains some lingering risk hesitation.” 

Navigating the layers of this pandemic 
has been exhausting for all of us. As we 
return to normalcy, we need to be care-
ful not to shame anyone for their person-
al decision and instead respect every 
person’s choice. 

Esha Salman is a Troy High School 
student

Jean Reagan is the author of an excellent series of 
children’s how-to books including How to Babysit 
a Grandma, a sleepover story, and How to Babysit 
a Grandpa, a humorous picture book about a little 
boy and his grandpa. Both are New York Times and 
Indie bestsellers. Her latest book How to Welcome 
a New Baby is a fun and adorable picture book 
about welcoming a new baby into your family.

Jean Reagan

Book signing with local 
author/artist Dan Joyce

Dan Joyce, a prolific local artist and writer, has released a book enti-
tled Have You Taken Your Meds? The book explores the author’s life as 
a psychiatric patient through art, poetry, music, and comedy, as well as 
critically analyzing the recovery and mental health systems in Los 
Angeles and Orange Counties. The book is part of a larger creative proj-
ect, which includes videos and a screenplay. Joyce will have a book 
signing at Mo’s Fullerton Music (121 N. Harbor Blvd.) on Saturday 
April 30 from 2-6pm featuring music by Ryan Steele and comedy by Pat 
Leborio to kick off Mental Health Awareness Month, which is May.

STUDENTS REACT  
TO LIFTING OF MASK MANDATE 
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The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed by local volunteers who create, 
publish, and distribute the paper through-
out our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one- 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
 

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  
are distributed throughout Fullerton  

and sent through the mail to subscribers  
every two weeks except only once  

in January, July & August.  
   

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
 Subscriptions are $35 per year. 
Sign up and pay with autopay at 

www.fullertonobserver.com 
or by check with name & address to:  

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton CA 92834-7051 

________________________________ 
 

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
email: ads@fullertonobserver.com, 

call (714) 525-6402, or visit us online at  
www.fullertonobserver.com  

& click on advertise 
________________________________ 
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The Early May 2022 issue  

will hit the stands on May 2.  
SUBMISSION and AD deadline: 

April 25.

Passover, Easter and Ramadan’s  
Messages of Hope 

There is in these sad and dispiriting 
times a happy confluence of celebra-
tions of hope and spiritual rebirth. Yes, 
I’m feeling dispirited and sad. I need the 
messages that I can change, that we can 
change and climb out of the “Slough of 
Despond” where many of us have sunk 
under the weight of all the hate and 
killing. 

I’m weighted by the sad gravity of the 
news. Sometimes I just want to flee and 
find some semblance of peace and light-
en my spirit with Mozart. I understand 
that individual lives and the seasons of 
the Earth have cycles. The sun sets but 
the sun also rises. We also know that 
there are seasons and cycles in our lives. 
There are times when we, like the Earth, 
turn cold and the leaves turn brown and 
fall to the ground. We know that spring 
will come, the Earth will renew itself, 
and we too can climb out of the cold 
darkness and be renewed. Yet, in the 
heart of winter, it may be difficult to 
truly believe in the spring. 

The Arab Spring, born ten years ago in 
my beloved Tunisia (where I spent my 2 
years in the Peace Corps), is dying. 
Some formerly liberal democracies are 
turning towards authoritarianism and 
nationalism (e.g. Hungary, Serbia, India, 
Myanmar and Sudan). 

Meanwhile, Ukraine suffers slaughter 
on an unfathomable level.  How, in this 
century, does a leader brutally invade a 
sovereign state and threaten nuclear 
war? Yes, such brutality is perpetrated 
elsewhere, in nations that are not white, 

European or mostly Christian, and yes, 
we all but ignore them.  

The weight of human suffering seems 
unbearable. If sweet reason fails to lead 
us to peace, if our science turns us away 
from healing and towards killing, how 
can we believe in hope and healing, in 
re-birth and the spring? 

Our three great monotheistic faiths 
teach us both to believe and to act. 
Passover is called the “birthday of free-
dom.” It celebrates a birth story. 
Suffering in the darkness of slavery in 
Egypt in the west, the Hebrews are 
reborn into a new life.  They pass 
through a wet canal and are born anew. 
They are taken care of like infants and 
fed with Manna from heaven. Like teens 
they rebel when daddy is away. They 
grow up and create their own families 
and then come to the Jordan river, and a 
land that they will not live to inhabit. 
But their children! Yes, it was all for the 
sake of the children. Passover is both 
universal and particular. It’s the story of 
a people and the story of all people and 
our physical and spiritual journeys. 

Easter too tells us not to give up hope. 
It allows us to mourn, but also teaches 
us to believe in the spring, in new life 
and the resurrection of our own some-
times dark spirits. Easter (with “east” at 
it’s heart) is also a journey towards a 
sunrise, a new day and another chance to 
come more fully alive and to believe in 
the power of love. It calls on us to take 
the example of how Jesus lived and fed 
people, healed the hurting and outcasts 

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION   
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the community.  The 

Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions are those of the writer.  
We must verify your identity, but we allow initials  and town to be printed if desired, 
or anonymous if a reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. Opinions 
sent to us without name, address and phone number will not be printed. Due to space 
issues shorter letters have a better chance of getting in. Thanks! contact@fullertonob-
server.com or mail to: Fullerton Observer PO Box 7051 Fullerton CA 92834

Sunrise Village 
continued from front page

The number 15 stands for 15000 sq. ft. 
minimum lot size for each dwelling unit 
(du). This translates to 2.97 du/acre,” 
said He. 

“Now, let's look at lot 1 of the pro-
posed project, which is for 49 single 
family homes. The average lot size is 
2340 sq. ft. This translates to 18.6 
du/acre. That is more than six times the 
density of the surrounding neighbor-
hood. Lot 2 is for 104 townhomes sitting 
on about the same acreage as lot 1. I esti-
mate the density to be about 12 times the 
majority of the surrounding neighbor-
hood,” said He.  

He continued, "There are 49 detached 
single-dwelling homes. Twenty-three of 
those homes have zero available street 
parking in front because they are situat-
ed on internal/alley-like streets. Five of 
those homes have no parking because 
they are simply on a curve on the road 
and would block visibility. There are it 
appears only four handicap parking 
places throughout the entire project. Due 
to the density of the project and homes 
built on very small lot sizes, driveways 
are essentially non-existent…This is the 
case throughout the development for 
any of the 153 units, especially single-
dwelling homes." 

Neighborhood group leader Carol 
Edmondston said, “We were utterly dis-
mayed with the number of  misrepresen-
tations made by the developer. One 
important instance centered around the 
developer’s statement, numerous times, 
that ‘all rooftop decks having been 
removed,’ which is NOT the case.” 

“After hearing strong public opposi-
tion from those of us who invested a 

and loved all. It inspires us become bet-
ter. 

Ramadan celebrates the beginning of 
the revelation of the Holy Qur’an. 
Following a lunar calendar, it moves 
through the year. It’s celebrated by fast-
ing during daylight hours and using the 
month to remember Mohammad’s isola-
tion in the cave and also to know how 
the hungry feel. Muslims are asked to 
set aside food and money for the poor 
and hungry and to break each day’s fast 
by sharing their Iftr meal. 

All three celebrations are centered 
around sacrifice and blood. At Passover, 
Jews remember that they were saved 
because the Angel of Death passed over 
the homes that were marked with the 
blood of sacrificed lambs—remember-
ing that Judaism was born when a Ram 
replaced Isaac and human sacrifice was 
ordered ended.  Easter too is centered on 
the sacrifice of Jesus, called the “Lamb 
of God.” His sacrifice on Good Friday 
makes Easter possible. At the start of 
Ramadan there’s a great celebration Eid 
al Adha with the sacrifice of lambs, also 
commemorating Abraham/Ibrahim’s 
slaughter a lamb instead of his son 
Ishmael. At Ramadan’s end, Eid al Fitr 
encourages Zakat al Fitr and the money 
and food saved by fasting be given to the 
poor. This parallels the Passover when 
the door is opened for Elijah and all who 
are hungry are invited in. 

I welcome these three celebrations in 
this difficult time because they invite us 
to consider our world, our lives, our 
blessings, and our challenges. They ask 
us to believe in the rebirth of the spirit. 
They tell us to welcome into our homes 
and hearts those who are in need of 
food, shelter and the healing power of 
our love. The great and inspiring irony is 
that as we strive to heal our beautiful but 
broken world, we ourselves are healed.

great deal of time and research dissecting the actual proposal submitted to the City 
the commissioners were unfazed and voted in favor of the developer,”  said 
Edmondston.  “We did our homework and presented our side with integrity and 
decorum — we told the truth and made a strong case.” 

Edmondston continued, "We are also supported by our community, which 
includes the 1,905 petition signers (on-line and hard copy) submitted to the City. We 
realize the Planning Commission members must feel a great deal of pressure from 
developers to push through their projects. Yet, we would also like to make known 
how frustrating it is for us, the public, to listen to misrepresentations and not to be 
afforded any rebuttal time to set the record straight.” 

“Please join us and help us revitalize this much needed commercial site. It will 
come up again before the City Council in the near future, so keep checking the agen-
da,” Cathy Yang said. Please sign the petition at change.org  click "save sunrise vil-
lage"  and join the email list at savesunrisevillage@yahoo.com.  

Save Sunrise Village Team 
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HISTORY & UPDATE: Business Expands  
onto Public Sidewalk  by  J. A. Kaluzny  

Restoration of the public sidewalk on 
East Commonwealth Avenue at Harbor 
Blvd. might be decided in court.  Acting 
Director of Community and Economic 
Development Greg Pfost, responding to 
a question from The Observer, said “The 
City Attorney’s office and staff will be 
meeting with Mr. Marovic [the property 
owner] to discuss his issues.” 

The Marovic family purchased the 
property and businesses at the 
Commonwealth-Harbor location from 
the Florentines about four years ago.  
Mario Marovic is installing two new 
restaurant-bars to replace the Florentine 
enterprises.  The issue is whether  the 
addition which was built in 2003 on 384 
square feet of public sidewalk, attached 
to the Florentine restaurant known as the 
Tuscany Club, should be removed and 
the public right of way restored.  This 
question was on the City Council agen-
da April 5 but was withdrawn without a 
continuance date being set. The 
encroachment is  colloquially termed 
“the bump.” 

Marovic had withdrawn his applica-
tion for a new conditional use permit 
(CUP) which had been approved by the 
city planning commission during a pub-
lic hearing February 16.  In a telephone 
interview, he said  he wanted time to 
work out items, that consulting with the 
City, they would “work out in good 
faith... everything properly vetted...,”  a 
solution that would be “mutually benefi-
cial.”  He indicated that the City was 

meeting with his “government relations 
people.”  

During the hearing on Marovic’s CUP, 
the planning commissioners discussed 
and agreed that the encroachment onto 
the public sidewalk ought to be 
removed.  They agreed unanimously to 
“direct Staff to take the issue of the 
encroachment on Commonwealth 
Avenue to City Council conveying the 
Planning Commission’s concerns and 
the option to possibly have it returned to 
the City.”  They also approved 
Marovic’s requested CUP which includ-
ed two outdoor dining patios on the 
property located at 100-104 North 
Harbor Boulevard.. 

A group of citizens led by Ken Bane 
filed an appeal of the commission’s 
CUP approval.  A hearing was set for 
April 19.  When  Marovic withdrew his 
application for the new CUP the appeal 
became  moot, and the appellants have 
no plans to take further action regarding 
the Marovic properties and businesses. 

Construction of an “Enclosed addition 
to building” was done on a six foot 
width, 55 foot length, of public sidewalk  
by Tony Florentine in 2003.  The work 
was  authorized by then-Acting Director 
of Redevelopment and Economic 
Development Paul Dudley on June 3 of 
that year.  The authorization was written 
on a Downtown Fullerton Outdoor 
Dining Encroachment Agreement. The 
terms of that agreement stated that “The 
terms of this Encroachment Agreement 

The encroachment shows recent construction.   PHOTO BY DAMION LLOYD

Federal Judge Orders former Chapman Professor  
to Release Documents to Jan 6 Committee by Jesse La Tour

United States District Judge David 
Carter ordered former Chapman 
University law professor Dr. John 
Eastman on March 28 to release 101 
documents (mostly e-mails) to the 
House of Representative Select 
Committee to Investigate the January 6 
Attack on the U.S. Capitol. 

Judge Carter’s 44-page ruling sheds 
light on Eastman’s role as a legal strate-
gist assisting former president Donald 
Trump’s attempt to overturn the results 
of the 2020 election. Carter’s ruling is 
notable in that it suggests criminal activ-
ity on the part of President Trump. 

"Based on the evidence, the Court 
finds it more likely than not that 
President Trump corruptly attempted to 
obstruct the Joint Session of Congress 
on January 6, 2021," Judge Carter 
wrote. 

Carter called Eastman and Trump’s 
plan “a coup in search of a legal theory.” 

“Dr. Eastman and President Trump 
launched a campaign to overturn a dem-
ocratic election, an action unprecedent-
ed in American history,” Carter wrote. 
“Their campaign was not confined to 
the ivory tower–it was a coup in search 

of a legal theory. The plan spurred vio-
lent attacks on the seat of our nation’s 
government, led to the deaths of several 
law enforcement officers, and deepened 
public distrust in our political process.” 

The e-mails were archived 
because they were sent using 
Eastman’s Chapman 
University e-mail address. 
Here are some excerpts from 
Carter’s ruling: 

• Just after Christmas [2020], 
Eastman wrote a now-public 
two-page memo proposing 
that Vice President Pence 
refuse to count certified elec-
toral votes from states contest-
ed by the Trump campaign. 

• On January 3, 2021, 
Eastman drafted a six-page 
memo expanding on his plan and analy-
sis. This memo “war gam[ed]” four 
potential scenarios for January 6, only 
some of which would lead to President 
Trump winning reelection. 

• On January 4, President Trump and 
Dr. Eastman invited Vice President 
Pence, the Vice President’s counsel 
Greg Jacob, and the Vice President’s 

Chief of Staff Marc Short to the Oval 
Office to discuss Eastman’s memo. 
Eastman presented only two courses of 
action for the Vice President on January 
6—to reject electors or delay the count. 

During that meeting, Vice 
President Pence consistent-
ly held that he did not pos-
sess the authority to carry 
out Eastman’s proposal. 

• On January 6, 2021, 
both Eastman and President 
Trump gave speeches to 
relay the plan not just to the 
thousands gathered at the 
Ellipse but also to those 
watching at home. 

• As the attack pro-
gressed, Eastman continued 
via e-mail to urge Pence to 

reconsider his decision not to delay the 
count. 

• Eastman himself repeatedly recog-
nized that his plan had no legal sup-
port…Eastman admitted more than 
once that “his proposal violate[d] sever-
al provisions of statutory law,” includ-
ing explicitly characterizing the plan as 
“one more relatively minor violation” of 

for outdoor dining are not transferable.”  
On February 3, 2004, F. Paul Dudley 

as Director of Development Services 
presented to the city manager and city 
council  his 27 page review of “the his-
tory of the remodel of the property 
located at 100 N. Harbor Blvd....”  
Dudley  was then also Acting Director 
of Economic and Redevelopment 
Services through which applications for 
outdoor dining encroachments were 
processed. 

A subsequent lease agreement was 
signed in November 2004 between the 

city and the Tuscany Club at 100 North 
Harbor Blvd.  The lease had been dis-
cussed publicly in February that year, 
according to a staff report November 16.  
The new lease acknowledged that 
“During June 2003 the design of the 
proposed outdoor patio was changed to 
its current atrium design...”  It refers to 
the premises as “enclosed atrium patio 
bar.”  A 2017 amendment redefines the 
rent and extends the lease to May 2023.  
It states that all other terms of the 2004 
Agreement remain in effect. 

 
 
Judge Carter 

called  
Eastman  

and Trump’s  
plan  

“a coup in 
search of a  
legal theory.” 

the Electoral Count Act. 
• Based on the evidence, the Court 

finds that it is more likely than not that 
President Trump and Dr. Eastman dis-
honestly conspired to obstruct the Joint 
Session of Congress on January 6, 2021. 

• This may have been the first time 
members of Trump’s team transformed a 
legal interpretation of the Electoral 
Count Act into a day-by-day plan of 
action. The draft memo pushed a strate-
gy that knowingly violated the Electoral 
Count Act, and Eastman’s later memos 
closely track its analysis and proposal. 

• In Judge Carter’s concluding 
thoughts, he writes, “More than a year 
after the attack on our Capitol, the pub-
lic is still searching for accountability. 
This case cannot provide it. The Court is 
tasked only with deciding a dispute over 
a handful of emails. This is not a crimi-
nal prosecution; this is not even a civil 
liability suit. At most, this case is a 
warning about the dangers of “legal the-
ories” gone wrong, the powerful abusing 
public platforms, and desperation to win 
at all costs. If Eastman and Trump’s plan 
had worked, it would have permanently 
ended the peaceful transition of power, 
undermining American democracy and 
the Constitution. If the country does not 
commit to investigating and pursuing 
accountability for those responsible, the 
Court fears January 6 will repeat itself.”



TRIBUTESPage 14 FULLERTON OBSERVER  MID-APRIL 2022

Long time Fullerton Resident, 
beloved mother and friend, Nancy Lee 
Pretty, passed peacefully at 85, on 
Feb. 12, 2022.  

Born in Flint Mi., in 1936. Nancy 
was raised by her maternal grandpar-
ents Earl and Daisy Mae Wood.  

During WWII, the patriotic family 
moved to Detroit, working in  facto-
ries for the nation's defense. 
Graduating from Utley High School in 
1954, Nancy married her  sweetheart 
Richard Smith and moved to San 
Diego. The two had a son in 1956. 

She found employment with the 
Hughes aircraft Co. in 1959. Nancy 
saw Fullerton as a blossoming com-
munity rooted in family values. All 
her life she was enthralled by the 
flowers and beautiful tree-lined 
streets. Grateful for the commitment 
of Fullerton's Peace Officers and 
Firefighters, she loyally supported 
them. 

Leaving Hughes in 1981, Nancy 
volunteered for the Assistance League 
and became the Bargain Box supervi-
sor during a time of future planning. 
Reading voraciously, she studied 
antiques, furniture, art, and col-
lectibles. Receiving her appraiser cer-
tification, She started her estate sale 
business—Nancy Pretty and 
Associates. Putting clients first, she 
revolutionized the business, reinvent-
ing how it was organized and present-
ed to the public. Many of you will 

remember just how fun and exciting 
these pre-eBay sales were, with Nancy 
kindly describing objects in detail for 
those attracted to them. 

Retiring at 80, Nancy pursued her 
childhood love of film, enjoying lead-
ing men: Clark Gable, Frank Sinatra 
and her greatest love "The Animal," 
Errol Flynn! Joining the Senior 
Center's acting classes, she performed 
in several plays. 

Nancy loved animals—horses, dogs, 
tom-cats, but especially bears. Fluent 
in animal languages, she could attract 
and speak to any animal and reduce 
them to a slobbering furball. Pursuing 
bears in Alaska, she would frighten 
friends by fearlessly approaching wild 
grizzly bears within 10 feet and 
charming them into docility. 

Nancy's journey is a tale of inspira-
tion. Departing her 1950s gender role 
to pursue her own successful business, 
was to conquer her vision of inde-
pendence as a woman. She bravely 
faced cancer in the same way. Her last 
words were: “Tell everyone you know, 
to have more fun-because life is so 
short.”  

Loving all things Irish, Nancy was 
committed to the deep with a burial at 
sea on St. Patrick's Day, March 17, 
2022. Her family would be honored if 
you would please take a moment to 
think of her with kindness or a prayer. 
Thank You!

Nancy Lee Pretty 1936 -2022
Elizabeth “Betsy” Elmore Vigus, 91, 

a long-time resident of Fullerton, CA 
passed peacefully at home on February 
8, 2022 after a brief illness. Betsy was 
preceded in death by her loving hus-
band of 47 years, Vincent A. Vigus in 
2001 and her brother Dr. John Elmore 
of Center Harbor, NH in 2006. 

Born in 1930 to John and Elizabeth 
“Betty” Elmore, Betsy grew up in the 
San Gabriel area, graduating from 
UCLA in 1952 with a BA in Art 
Education and UC Santa Barbara in 
1954. Betsy spoke fondly of her years 
teaching kindergarten in Santa Barbara 
and Fullerton until 1957. 

Betsy married Vincent Vigus in 1953 
and they moved to Fullerton in 1956 
when Vince was hired to teach elec-
tronics at Fullerton College. Betsy was 
a loving daughter, sister, wife, mother, 
and grandmother. She was active in 
Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts, leading 
Girl Scout Troops in Fullerton for over 
12 years until 1978. Betsy, known as 
her camp name OJ, co-led Cadette 
Troop 509 with Esther Fett for 9 years. 
In her later years she joined OWLS, a 
group of former Girl Scout Leaders 
supporting Fullerton Girl Scouts. 

Betsy was an active member of 
many community organizations. She 
was a licensed amateur radio operator 
and member of the Fullerton Radio 
Club. She was a member of the Orange 
County Historical Society along with 
her husband starting in the mid 1980s. 
She was the editor of the Society’s 
County Courier newsletter from 1997 
to 2013 and Vice President in 2013 and 
2014. Betsy was a member of the Palm 
Society and Cal State Fullerton Music 
Associates. In her later years, she 
joined the board of the California 
Retired Teachers Assoc., Division 41. 

Betsy became a third generation 
PEO member in 1976 and joined chap-
ter “QG” in Fullerton in 1996. She was 
proud to support PEO’s mission for the 

advancement of women, raising funds 
to help women pursue their education, 
and promoting fellowship with her 
beloved PEO sisters. 

Betsy held numerous positions over 
the years including President, 
Treasurer, and yearbook editor. 

Betsy was an artist, avid reader, gar-
dener, and lover of history and music. 
She loved good coffee, apple pie, and 
family game nights. She was an early 
user of computers and skilled in com-
puter graphics and design. She was 
known as the go-to technology expert, 
ready to calmly explain which button 
to push next. 

Betsy was a bright star in the life of 
her family, friends, and community. 
She modeled positivity, generosity, 
kindness, and graciousness. She will 
be greatly missed. But her spirit lives 
on with her family and friends and in 
the many lives she touched. 

Betsy is survived by her three chil-
dren: David Vigus, of Laguna Niguel, 
CA; Susi Vigus Evans, of San Diego, 
CA; and Jane Vigus York, of Fullerton, 
CA. She is also survived by her three 
grandchildren, Chris Vigus, Meagan 
Vigus, and Julia York and two step-
grandchildren, Jennifer Evans Wong 
and Don Evans. 

A Celebration of Life will be held on 
Friday, April 22, 2022 at 2 pm at the 
Fullerton Arboretum. You may view a 
memorial website and RSVP at 
https://everloved.com/life-of/eliza-
beth-vigus/

Elizabeth Elmore Vigus 1930-2022

left photo 
Nancy at  
13 yrs old 

& right 
photo  

timeless  

In Honor of  
Webster Davis Jr. 
12/29/1951 - 3/23/2021 

 
Webster Davis Jr. was welcomed into the 

world in Birmingham, Alabama  by his loving 
parents Versie B. Davis and Webster Davis Sr.  
After the tragic loss of his father in an industrial 
accident, the family moved to California. 
Webster excelled in athletics winning a Track & 
Field State Championship in 1971.  He served 
the US Postal Service with  distinction for near-
ly four decades. His battle with serious health 
issues showed his courage in facing life's chal-
lenges. Webster leaves behind loving daughter 
Shannon Davis, loving mother Versie Burns, 
sister and brothers Volyncia Davis, Douglas 
Miller and Frank Burns Jr.; aunts Marion Cross 
and Jean Jones; niece Jamese Carter, cousins 
Vernon and Jean Mathews, and Shirley Reid, 
and a host of extended family members, rela-
tives, and dear friends Frank Ephriam, Alma 
and Daryl White among many others. 

 
Now You're Free 

by Shannon Davis (daughter) 
 

Time - Something that is free 
but only on a loan 

Time is different for each soul. 
For every time a life is new 
an  hourglass becomes full. 

When the time is done 
its fragments return to the one above. 

 
My father, a brother, a friend, and a son 

knew his time had  come. 
For he saw the streets of gold and smiled. 

He lifted his hand to the high power 
and waved as he felt his pain expire. 

 
While your hourglass did not have 

as much sand as we would like 
maybe it was God's plan  

to end your painful nights. 
For pain the shell called  
our human form is bleak 

But a soul being at peace is truly free. 
 

We will love and miss you of course 
but know it is not a farewell. 

I hope to see you again. 
So please put a good word in 
so the angels will let us in. 

 
Now My Time Is Over 

 
When I am gone, release me - let me go 

I have so many things to see and do. 
 

You must not tie yourself to me with tears 
Be happy that we had so many years. 

 
I gave you love,  you can only guess 
how much you gave me happiness. 

 
I thank you for the love each have shown 

but now it is time I travel alone. 
 

So grieve awhile for me if grieve you must, 
then let your grief be comforted by trust. 

 
It is only for a while that we must part, 

so bless those memories within your heart. 
 

I will not be far away, for life goes on. 
So if you need me, call and I will come. 

 
Though you cannot see or touch me, I will be near 

and if you listen with your heart, you will hear 
all of my love around you, soft and clear. 

 
Then when you must come this way alone, 

I will free you with a smile and welcome you home. 
 

Love, Webster Davis 
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ANSWER KEY TO PUZZLE "VOWEL-UABLE" on page 4:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

Gerald “Bay” Harrison, age 60, of 
Fullerton, CA, passed away on March 
28, 2022 following a tragic accident.  

Bay was born on April 3, 1961 to 
parents Rose Norberto and Eugene 
Harrison in the Chaco 
Valley located in San Juan 
County, New Mexico. He 
was a full-blooded Native 
American and took 
immense pride in his native 
heritage, in which he 
believed all things begin 
and end with Mother Earth. 
Bay was descended from the Salt Clan 
of the Navajo Tribe, the oldest clan in 
the Navajo nation. 

At the age of 14, Bay was one of 
three selected from his tribe for an 
academic scholarship. He graduated 
from Brethren Christian High School  
in Long Beach, CA, class of ‘79. 

Bay worked as a master bus techni-
cian. He found great joy in his career 
and was beloved by those at OCTA till 
the end of his days. 

In June of ‘80, Bay met Marian 
“DeDe” McIntyre. They 
got married in ‘83 at 
Baptist Church in Buena 
Park, and went on to have 
two children, Autumn and 
April Harrison. They were 
married for 38 blissful 
years. 

Anyone who knew Bay 
knew that he was the most loving per-
son and will be greatly missed. He is 
survived by his wife DeDe and his 
daughters Autumn and April. 

The funeral service was held at 
McAulay & Wallace Mortuary in 
Fullerton on April 16. 

Gerald “Bay” Harrison  1961-2022

SALES MANAGER 
Plan, direct, or coordinate the  

distribution of the product.  
Bachelor's degree in Business, 

Sales or related. 
 Send resume to  

Ace Packaging Inc. 499 Nibus St. 
#E, Brea, CA 92821.

EMPLOYMENT

PART TIME - FLEXIBLE HRS 
Art printing and production compa-
ny is seeking a part-time person to 
assist with stretching of art canvases 
and/or wood frame assembly 
(stretcher bars). To the trade only, 
we provide artwork for galleries, 
hotels, etc. Stretching requires use 
of pneumatic tools, similar to 
assembly for picture framing. 
Friendly, safe, clean environment. 
Part-time hours are flexible, not 
fixed. Basic wood skills preferred, 
but will train. Non-smoking facility.  

Inquiries to:  
paula@hfapod.com or  

call 714 996 2100

Send classified ads to ADS@FULLERTONOBSERVER.COM: All information 
must accompany a name, street address, phone number and payment in full or they will 
not be printed. Classified ads are $40 per 40 words, $12 per photo.

Looking for HOME 
Quiet 1 bedroom house or guest 

house, detached cottage,  
or condo end unit. 

Fullerton/Brea/Placentia area.  
Budget is around $1,700 and 

would prefer around 700 sq. ft. 
Excellent tenant.   

Lease is up on June 30th! 
Please email: fusion_08@live.com

THERAPIST OFFICE  
FOR RENT 

Large office with all the amenities: 
• Furnished 

• Accoustic isolation 
• Garden View 

• Convenient location  
on Chapman Avenue 

 Send inquiries to:  
kenkaisch@yahoo.com or  

call 714 390 0601

Our brothers and sisters who died here  
in Orange County  

"Without Fixed Abode" (Homeless) during the Month of March 2022 
in Memoriam  

Brandon HEDSTRAND  
died on March 3 in Fountain Valley 
Forrest THOMPSON  
died on March 4 in Anaheim 
Jessica JAMES  
died on March 6 in Orange 
Timothy NOTTINGHAM  
died on March 7 in Costa Mesa 
Joshua CAMPOS  
died on March 7 in Orange 
Juan ESCALONA  
died on March 8 in Orange 
Andy KHA   
died on March 8 in Westminster 
Lanette PARTAIN  
died on March 9 in Anaheim 
Stanley BEAR  
died on March 9 in Placentia 
Gerald COOPERIDER  
died on March 9 in Santa Ana 
Nixon AQUINO POLANCO  
died on March 9 in Tustin 
Aaron LEARNARD  
died on March 10 in Garden Grove 
Rogelio GARCIA RODRIGUEZ  
died on March 10 in Newport Beach 
Benjamin DARBY III  
died on March 11 in Westminster 
Michael EZEIR  
died on March 12 in Costa Mesa 
Seth STEWART  
died on March 12 in Anaheim 

Robert RAIRDONI  
died on March 14 in Orange 
Van NGUYEN  
died on March 16 in Garden Grove 
Creed MITCHELL  
died on March 17 in Anaheim 
Stephen YOURDON  
died on March 18 in Orange 
Nghiem LY  
died on March 18 in Santa Ana 
Jesus LOZANO GARCIA  
died on March 19 in Dana Point 
Max KRAKOFF  
died on March 22 in Anaheim 
Daniel VALENZUELA  
died on March 25 in Garden Grove 
Jeffrey BUTLER  
died on March 26 in Orange 
Khamhou MOUNIVONG  
died on March 27 in Anaheim 
Sasha SIGANOFF  
died on March 27 in Fullerton 
Jose LOPEZ  
died on March 28 in Fullerton 
Robert TOBAR-RORIGUEZ  
died on March 28 in Westminster 
Donald YOAK  
died on March 31 in Huntington 
Beach 
Paul LORENSON  
died on March 31 in Costa Mesa 
 

May they rest in peace.



Listen to the Observer’s  
new podcast 

Observing 
Fullerton 

with  
UROOJ NAVEED & ADRIAN MEZA  

https://rss.com/podcasts/ 
observingfullerton/ 

 
Available on Soundcloud, 

Spotify, iTunes

LOCALPage 16 FULLERTON OBSERVER  MID-APRIL 2022

Coyote Hills continued from front page

The City had originally planned to 
  open the Ward Preserve sometime dur-
ing the first quarter of this year, but trail 
construction was halted in February to 
accommodate the nesting season of the 
endangered California Gnatcatcher. 
Gnatcatchers are a small gray songbird 
species found in native coastal scrub 
habitat. 

Coyote Hills is listed as a one of sev-
eral areas in Southern California to sup-
port a “core habitat” of gnatcatchers, 
supporting 30 or more nesting pairs. 
Gnatcatchers have very limited ranges 
near their ground nests, which can be 
easily disturbed by human activity. For 
this reason, only hiking will be allowed 
in the Ward Preserve’s interior, but will 
be allowed on perimeter trails, accord-
ing to Alice Loya, Deputy Director of 
the Parks and Recreation. Cyclists are 
considered too great a danger for cutting 
trails through sensitive habitat. 
Horseback riding will not be allowed 
because horse dung attracts cowbirds, 
which lay their eggs in the nests of other 
birds such as gnatcatchers, causing a 
decline in gnatcatcher chick survival. 
The City urges people to stay out of the 

Ward Preserve until it is officially open 
to avoid disturbing the endangered 
birds. 

The City is coordinating with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFW), who 
provided the City with a $2 million 
grant through the Wildlife Conservation 
Board to purchase one of the neighbor-
hoods. USFW is required to approve 
trail plans and construction, as well as 
management of the area. Although the 
agency approved a plan for much of the 
Ward Preserve’s trails, they will need to 
approve a Draft Interim Management 
Plan before the public is allowed in this 
Fall. However, USFW has not yet 
received this draft plan. USFW biologist 
Christine Medak estimated that it would 
take no less than 30 days from the time 
of the plan’s submission for the agency 
to review it once it had been received. 

Prior to halting construction for nest-
ing season, wooden trail fencing along 
steep hillsides and bordering sensitive 
habitat was installed. The trails them-
selves, situated on abandoned oil roads, 
were graded and stabilized. Some habi-
tat remediation has occurred, although 
many non-native plant species can be 

Join the Friends of Coyote Hills in preserving all of Coyote Hills  
for animals and humans to enjoy. www.coyotehills.org

City plans to Fence in 
Hunt Library by Matthew Leslie 

 
Fullerton’s Parks and Recreation Department has 

plans to modify the parking lot next to the closed 
Hunt Library and fence in the site to help prevent 
vandalism. These and other proposed changes were 
presented by city engineer David Grantham to the 
Parks and Recreation Commission during its regu-
lar meeting on April 11. The 1962 Hunt Library 
structure is currently undergoing restoration and 
renovations to prepare for an eventual reopening as 
a cultural arts center with a library component. 

 Parks and Rec manages the Hunt’s primary park-
ing lot located immediately east of the library and 
the grounds just south of the parking lot. Proposed 
changes to the 1980s era parking lot included 
adding a turnaround lane for fire trucks, providing 
an ADA compliant access path to the library, new 
sidewalks, and replacing the parking lot’s lighting. 
The plan also calls for modifying parking spaces to 
provide for disabled parking and a new trash enclo-
sure, both on library grounds.  

Most controversial is a proposed 8 foot high 
fence around the entire library and parking lot to 
prevent vandalism. Although the staff report 
emphasized sensitivity to elements of the Hunt 
included in its National Register and Local 
Landmark status like the distinctive floating side-
walks and the site’s mature trees, the proposed 
changes met with concern by some members of the 
public, including representatives from Save the 
Hunt, the grassroots volunteer group that fought to 
keep the library from being sold to a private owner.

found in the preserve, along with bottles and other trash (The Friends of Coyote 
Hills sponsor a monthly trail cleanup on the adjacent Nora Kuttner Trail). 

When opened, visitors will find newly-installed trail markers and colorful educa-
tional signs about the area’s natural and cultural history, and a sculpture honoring 
the Basque herders who once owned the land. 

The Friends of Coyote Hills, whose efforts led to the lands currently preserved, 
continue to work with State representatives and others to pursue purchase of the 
remaining undeveloped land west of Gilbert St. to save the entire 510 acres of West 
Coyote Hills as a park for the public. Chevron is cooperating on an appraisal of the 
remaining land. With the support of Assemblywoman Sharon Quirk-Silva, State 
Senator Josh Newman, and the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy, $28.5 million 
has already been allocated toward this proposed purchase.

Medi-Cal Expansion Workshop on May 7 
 
Beginning May 1, individuals 50 years old and older will be eligible for full 
scope Medi-Cal coverage, regardless of immigration status. Learn about the 
Medi-Cal Older Adult Expansion, Public Charge, and how to apply for Medi-
Cal program and services. 

Elher's Event Center 8150 Knott Ave., Buena Park, CA

Newly-Appointed 
Supreme Court 
Justice Ketanji 
Brown Jackson 

It is truly an occasion to 
celebrate Judge Ketanji 
Brown Jackson, the most 
qualified justice ever to be 
confirmed. She takes her 
place as the 116th US 
Supreme Court Justice. 
Judge Jackson is also the 
first black woman, first public defender, and only the 6th 
woman ever selected to serve. 

I watched the 4-day senate confirmation hearings as Judge 
Jackson demonstrated her amazing strengths and  composure 
under breathtakingly disrespectful and unfounded attacks by 
some Republican Senators.  The attempts to smear Jackson’s 
impeccable credentials and record were unsuccessful ending 
in a final senate confirmation vote of 53 to 47 with three 
Republican senators (Collins, Romney, and Murkowski) 
breaking the Republican party line and voting with the major-
ity to confirm. I am proud of them for standing up. 

Meanwhile, Republicans Rand Paul, Lindsey Graham, and 
Jim Inhofe actually hid in, and voted from, the cloakroom and 
Republicans Ted Cruz, Josh Hawley, and Marsha Blackburn 
held a negative pre-vote press conference. It is certainly a 
shameful time to be part of the current backward-leaning 
Republican Party with its misguided view of our country. As 
an Independent voter, I will keep these and other cowardly 
actions in mind in future elections.   

Sharon Kennedy Fullerton

Letter to Editor: Progress on Lemon 
Bridge Mural Project

City Councilmember Ahmad Zahra 
recently announced that local artist Andrew 
Stirdivant will be working on restoration of 
the Lemon Street Bridge Murals. Muralist 
Higgy Vasquez will be consulting. “We are 
hoping to have local youth participate too," 
Zahra said.  

Residents can also donate to help restore 
the murals: https://donorbox.org/lemon-
street-mural  


