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Coastal
Commission
Rejects
Desalination
Plant Proposal

WHAT FULLERTON
CAN DO ABOUT
THE DROUGHT
An Interview with Delaney
Cosgrove, Fullerton’s Water
Quality Specialist

Can you briefly describe the seriousness of the drought? How does it compare with previous droughts?
Cosgrove: California is currently in an
unprecedented drought. Not only are we
entering a third year of below average
precipitation in California, but the
Colorado River has also been experiencing drought conditions since 2020. The
Bureau of Reclamation that oversees the
Colorado River Basin, has declared
drought on the Colorado River for the
first time in the agency’s history. This
means that both of southern California’s
water sources are being threatened at the
same time. With summer just around the
corner, this could be the most impactful
drought Southern California has seen in
decades.
Can you describe what Fullerton is
doing to address the drought?
Cosgrove: The city of Fullerton will
be increasing our drought response to
Level 2 starting in June.
see “About the Drought” page 3

by John Earl

FAST swimmers from left to right, Kailee Chow, Matthew Chai, and Skyler Kao.
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by Leslie Brown

Matthew Chai, Kailee Chow and Skyler
Kao, all swimmers at Fullerton Aquatics
Sports Team (FAST), each won the 500yard freestyle in their divisions at the
California Interscholastic Federation
(CIF) Southern Section Championships
on May 7. The following weekend, Chai
won the event at the statewide championships in Fresno.
At
the
Southern
Section
Championships, Chai set a CIF DII record
of 4:15.91, breaking the 39-year-old
record set by Jeff Kostoff in 1983. At the
California championships on May 14,
Chai won the 500-yard freestyle and set a
state record with a time of 4:15.09. This
swim was also the fifth-fastest swim ever
by an American in high school.
Kailee Chow won the 500-yard
freestyle at the Southern Section DII meet

with a time of 4:58.32 and was 14th in the
state meet the following weekend with a
time of 4:57.76. Skyler Kao won the 500yard freestyle at the Southern Section
DIII meet on May 7 with a time of
4:34.24 and was 22nd in the state meet on
May 14 with a time of 4:34.27.
Chai is a senior at Sonora High School
and plans to attend Cal-Berkeley in the
fall. Chow and Kao are seniors at Sunny
Hills High School. Chow plans to go to
the University of Hawaii-Honolulu and
Kao will attend UC-San Diego in the fall.
Swim Team, Learn-to-Swim lessons,
Adult Lap Swim, and Adult Water
Aerobics are available year-round at the
Janet Evans Swim Complex and Fullerton
Community Center pools.
Details can be found online at
www.fastswimming.net.

Listen to Observing Fullerton Podcast
You can sponsor Observing Fullerton podcast:
$100 - Name recognition, biz address, and subscription
$500 - Name recognition, biz address,
subscription, and online ad
$1000 - all the above and Observer Swag Bag
All proceeds support Student Intern/Volunteers.
Contact Urooj Naveed or Adrian Meza at

fullertonobserver@gmail.com
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Fullerton Library is an Official

Voting Center

June 3, 8am-5pm • June 4, 5, & 6, 8am to 8pm
June 7, 7am to 8pm
A Vote Center is more than a traditional polling place—it's a full-service voting
experience and there is one at the Fullerton Public Library.

Library Conference Center
353 W Commonwealth Ave • (714) 738-6333

The California Coastal Commission
officially shut down the long-running
Huntington Beach, Orange Countybased Poseidon Water desalination project by an 11-0 vote on May 12.
The Commission’s executive director
Jack Ainsworth summed up the reasons
for his staff’s recommendation of denial
for the $1.4 billion desalination project:
“First of all, I think we all agree and
recognize that the ongoing historic
drought is a crisis in California and that
desalinization facilities will be part of
California’s future water portfolio.
Unfortunately, the desalination project
before you today is the wrong project in
the wrong place at the wrong time,”
Ainsworth said.
Ainsworth detailed the following reasons for ending the Poseidon project:
• Predicted sea-level rise surrounding
the Poseidon site (including critical
infrastructure) “will be flooded by
increased or more intensive storms or
inundated eventually by sea-level rise or
rising groundwater” due to global
warming.
• The lack of a coherent and adequate
mitigation for the project’s severe
effects on local marine life.
• Measures to build the plant will likely result in impacts upon the surrounding area that haven’t been analyzed.
• Environmental justice issues: Costs
to upgrade the plant will be substantial
and will be passed on to ratepayers,
“many of whom referred to today are
low income and cannot afford such
exorbitant water rates.”
• Ocean desalination sites in the State
“should be prioritized based on the critical need of the new water supplies for a
particular area. In addition, all other less
environmentally damaging and less
expensive water supply alternatives
should be explored first, or at least concurrently with desal alternatives.”
• “Feasible and appropriate mitigation
must be required consistent with the law.
In my view, this project fails to meet that
standard and is a bridge too far and
therefore should be denied.”
see “Desalination Plant Rejected”
page 3
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The Fullerton Observer Community
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is
staffed by local volunteers who create,
publish, and distribute the paper throughout our community.
This venture is a not-for-profit onerevenues are plowed back into maintaining and improving our independent, nonpartisan, non-sectarian community newspaper.
Our purpose is to inform Fullerton residents about the institutions and other
societal forces which most impact their
lives, so that they may be empowered to
participate in constructive ways to keep
and make these private and public entities
serve all residents in lawful, open, just,
and socially-responsible ways. Through
our extensive coverage, we seek to promote a sense of community and an appreciation for the values of diversity with
which our country is so uniquely blessed.
____________________________
10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer
are distributed throughout Fullerton
and sent through the mail to subscribers
every two weeks except only once
in January, July & August.
HOW TO SUBSCRIBE
Subscriptions are $39 per year.
Sign up and pay with autopay at
www.fullertonobserver.com
or by check with name & address to:
Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,
Fullerton, CA 92834-7051
________________________________
HOW TO ADVERTISE
email: ads@fullertonobserver.com,
call (714) 525-6402, or visit us online at
www.fullertonobserver.com
& click on advertise
________________________________
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COMMUNITY

Above: 5th grade contestants heavily engaged.
Below: First graders receiving their awards. PHOTOS BY LARRY IBOSHI

15th Annual City Scholastic
Chess Championship by Pete Baron
The 15th annual Fullerton City Scholastic Chess Championship, sponsored by the
Fullerton Host Lions with significant help from the Fullerton School District, was
held on May 13 at Ladera Vista Jr. High. This was a two-phase tournament. Due to
an SAT test the following morning, several high school students eligible to compete
in the super-champ and high school tournaments could not do so. Consequently this
tournament will be held after the high school year is over, on June 8 (see below).
The tournament director for the main event, on Dewain Barber’s recommendation,
was Michael Chen, who did an excellent job. Assistant tournament directors were
Ashley Nick (K), Darryl Gordon (3rd grade), Anthony Mack (4th & 5th grades) and
John Vandenburg (6th & 7th). This was the largest number of elementary school and
Junior High students participating: 58! Eight different grade level tournaments were
run, although the third grade group had do be split in two (13 students), and the 6th
and 7th grades were combined into a single flight. The shift toward younger players
is continuing: 30 of the players were K to 3rd grade, vs. 28 for grades 4 through 8.
This year, as in years past, the largest number of participants were from Laguna
Road (11), with Fisler (7), Sunset Lane (6), Beechwood (6) and Acacia (5) in effect
tied for 2nd place. However, Sunset Lane was a real power-house this year; 6 of 21
trophy recipients and 3 of 7 CITY CHAMPIONS hailed from there. Awesome!

LISTING OF TROPHY WINNERS – CITY CHAMPION’S NAME IN BOLD:
K – 1. Harvey Sim (Sunset Ln), 2.
Maiz Smith (Veritas), 3. Tristan
Coloma (Pacific Dr)
1st – 1. Ryan Cho (Laguna Rd), 2.
Aiden Kwon (Sunset), 3. Ryan Pak
(Laguna Rd)
2nd – 1. Bowen Yin (Fairmont), 2.
Jeongwoo Choi (Hermosa Dr), 3.
Harper Kim (Sunset Ln)
3d-Flight 1 – 1. Jayden Baek
(Acacia), 2. Cayden Yi (Sage Oaks),
3. Colin Lee (Beechwood)
3rd-Flight 2 – 1. Ethan Lidyoff

(Acacia), 2. Reagan Pak (Laguna
Rd), 3. Gabriel Cordero (Fern)
4th – 1. Joshua Sun (Sunset Ln), 2.
Colton Mears (Fisler), 3. Andrew
Hodgson (Raymond)
5th – 1. Brendan Chong (Sunset
Ln), 2. Arias Webber (MyDL
Academy), 3. Reyansh Shah
(Fisler)
6th & 7th – 1. Dylan Wang
(Fisler), 2. Dylan Ardana (Parks), 3.
Ethan
Ramirez
(Arborland
Montessori)

OTHER PARTICIPANTS:
Kindergarten - Thomas Cordero (Fern), Shivansh Reddi (Acacia), Harvey Sim
(Sunset Lane); First - Dylan Yamamoto (Beechwood), Jeremiah Hayden
(Beechwood), Quin Lieb (LR); Second - Akeera Gupta (Hermosa), Elin Eo (LR),
Michael Yu (Acacia); Third - Ethan Her (LR), Wesley Hayden (Beechwood),
Shawn Allen (Acacia); Fourth - Brennan Pham (LR), Elina Trivedi (Fisler),
Emerson Cole (AM), Milo Chang (Orangethorpe); Fifth - Aaruv Biyani (Sunset
Lane), Angie Lee (LR), Ian Ra (Fisler), Kaitlyn Green (LR), Owen Lam (LR); Sixth
& Seventh – Clayton Nick (Arborland Montessori), Eashan Trivedi (Fisler),
Hosheen Kim (MyDL Acad.), Ivan Cordero (Parks), Jenna Shen (LR), Joengmin
Choi (Parks), Josh Lee (LR) Key: LR=Laguna Road
The annual tournament always includes a “Superchamp” flight to determine the
best scholastic player in Fullerton, to earn the title of the Fullerton City Scholastic
Chess Champion. To qualify to enter, students must have either been a grade champion, or have US Chess Federation rating.
The 2022 Fullerton Host Lions City Super-champion (SC) and high school
tournaments will be held at the Ladera Vista Jr. High Multipurpose Rm.
at 1700 E. Wilshire Blvd on WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 AT 1:30 PM.
This is a FREE event. Participation is limited to Fullerton resident students,
or attendees to Fullerton schools. Players for SC should have a USFC rating,
or have been a past grade champion (some exceptions allowed).
REGISTER WITH PETE BARON AT (714) 225 2635 BY JUNE 6.
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FBI looks into alleged corruption
of former Anaheim Mayor, others
by Jesse La Tour
Former Anaheim Mayor Harry Sidhu
and others in his political inner circle are
facing an FBI corruption probe, alleging
they were involved in a scheme to commit fraud by sharing confidential information with representatives of the
Angels related to Anaheim’s sale of
Angel Stadium with the expectation of
receiving contributions to his reelection
campaign, withholding of information
from an Orange County Grand Jury
related to the sale of the stadium, and
other allegations.
The scandal came to light on May 16,
when California Attorney General Rob
Bonta temporarily halted the sale of
Angel Stadium and attached an FBI warrant and affidavit (by agent Brian
Adkins) that “sets forth serious allegations of unlawful conduct related to the
city of Anaheim’s negotiated sale of the
Angel stadium site.”
But the scope of the probe extends
beyond Sidhu and includes members of
the Anaheim Chamber of Commerce,
and others.

The affidavit states that Anaheim “was
tightly controlled by a small cadre of
individuals.”
The affidavit includes two cooperating
witnesses, named CW1 and CW2. It has
since been revealed that CW1 is Melahat
Rafiei, a political consultant to
Democratic campaigns, and CW2 is
Todd Ament, former head of Anaheim
Chamber of Commerce, who is facing
separate federal charges.
In addition to the Angel stadium corruption allegations, the affidavit states
that Sidhu defrauded the people of the
state of California, the people of the
state of Arizona, and the Federal
Aviation Administration by registering
his helicopter under an Arizona residential address in an effort to avoid paying
California taxes.
Sidhu has since resigned and the sale
of Angel Stadium has been cancelled by
Anaheim City Council.
For more indepth coverage, see the
https://voiceofoc.org.
Patricia Larkin at the May 12 Coastal Commission hearing.
PHOTO BY MAHEALANI WU

About the Drought continued from front page
An Interview with Delaney Cosgrove, Fullerton’s Water Quality Specialist
This is in response to Governor
Newsom’s executive order. The drought
response team has set a conservative
goal to meet a 20% water use reduction
compared to 2020 until the State sets a
required water savings standard for
Fullerton. City staff in Parks and
Recreation and the Landscaping
Division have created a list of parks that
will receive reduced watering based on
the existing landscaping and the active
turf fields used for recreation. We will
also be increasing our outreach efforts to
customers via social media, the community newsletter, and we will also have a
booth at the Fullerton Market on the
third Thursday of every month.
Also, can you describe what water
restrictions for both the City and residents (if any) are currently in effect?
Cosgrove: Currently the permanent
water restrictions are still in effect.
These permanent restrictions include not
allowing excess water to run off onto
paved surfaces such as sidewalks and
streets, as well as requiring hoses to
have a positive shut off nozzle to avoid
water waste. In June, Fullerton’s
drought response will increase to Level
2 drought restrictions. The most impactful restriction to commercial and residential customers will be the three-day
per week watering restrictions.
Customers will be assigned watering
days based on their address. This restriction is put in place to help us meet the

20% reduction goal. We will be sending
notification to residents about additional
restrictions and watering days in June
once City Council has approved the
Level 2 drought restrictions.
What more can residents do to conserve water?
Cosgrove: Up to 60% of residential
water use goes to outdoor irrigation. A
great way to save water is converting
lawns and gardens to become drought
tolerant landscaping. Currently the
rebate available for turf replacement is
$2 per square foot. For residents who are
not looking to convert their lawn to
drought tolerant landscapes, customers
can try to reduce their irrigation cycles
by two minutes. Many residents do not
realize that they overwater their grass
and dialing back their watering time
could potentially save up to 20% of outdoor water use. Other rebates available
for residents include flow meters, high
efficiency clothes washers, and smart
sprinkler controllers.
More information on rebates can be
found at www.SoCalWaterSmart.com.
When customers take advantage of
available rebates and reduce watering
time, they also save money on their
water bill. If customers have any questions about drought restrictions or
available rebates, they can call
(714) 738-6744 or email
Waterconservation@cityoffullerton.com

Desalination Plant Rejected continued from front page
Eleven commissioners were persuaded by the staff report and voted 11-0
against the project.
Thus, Poseidon Water’s desal dream
for Huntington Beach is dead after 20
years of lobbying, hearings, and organized opposition, but not ocean desalination itself.
It was a long running show that I
played a part in, first, briefly as an
activist and the first president of
Residents for Responsible Desal

(R4RD) and then as a journalist since
2006. That experience, which included
attending hundreds of water board meetings related directly to the Poseidon
project, as well as attending organizing
meetings held by the grassroots citizens
whose sustained heart-felt efforts finally
led to Poseidon’s defeat, is unique
among journalists.
To read more of John Earl’s coverage
of this issue visit: https://socalwaterwars.substack.com.

Stop Sending Fire Trucks on Medical
Calls, OC Grand Jury Report concludes
by Jesse La Tour

• Over-deployment of firefighters for
medical calls contributes to the current
A recently released OC Grand Jury climate of firefighter fatigue.
report entitled “Where’s the Fire? Stop
• Code 3 response (lights and sirens)
Sending Fire Trucks to Medical Calls” is over utilized by OCFA, unnecessarily
questions this widespread practice.
putting the responders and public at risk.
In Orange County, nearly 80% of all
The Grand Jury’s recommendations
911 calls to fire departments
include:
are for medical services. The
• All Orange County fire
report highlights potential
agencies
utilize criteria-based
In Orange
problems with the deploydispatch protocols and send a
County,
ment model of the Orange
single unit response to those
nearly 80%
County Fire Authority
incidents triaged as non-life(OCFA), which Fullerton is
threatening.
of all 911
considering joining, as well
• OCFA should station a
calls to fire
as other city fire departparamedic squad vehicle,
departments which is more nimble and
ments.
are for
“Sending a 36,000 to
less costly to operate, in place
60,000-pound fire engine or
of a second engine in stations
medical
aerial ladder truck down reswith high volumes of medical
services.
idential streets for strictly
calls.
medical calls is not only danThe Grand Jury’s investigagerous and costly, but it also
tion “also revealed a breakresults in unnecessary wear
down in communication and
and tear on our streets,” the report said. trust
between
Orange
County
The Grand Jury’s findings include:
Emergency Medical Service (OCEMS)
• Despite use of a tiered dispatch sys- and Orange County Fire Chiefs, which
tem, Orange County Fire Authority includes Fire Chiefs of the Orange
deployment of resources for medical County Fire Authority (OCFA) and varresponses are the same for nearly all ious city fire departments.”
calls, resulting in unnecessary wear and
The report commended the city of
tear on expensive fire-fighting equip- Placentia’s recent changes to their emerment and public infrastructure.
gency medical response protocols after
• Ambulances or smaller squad vehi- leaving OCFA, which have resulted in
cles are often the most appropriate improved medical call response times.
response to medical calls and do not
To read the full report visit
compromise the quality of medical care. www.ocgrandjury.org.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES
The Council meets at 5:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month. Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings
are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.
City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton.
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311
or by email to: council@cityoffullerton.com

May 17 Meeting
CLOSED SESSION
Before every public City Council meeting, there is a closed session during which
Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public.
During this meeting, Council met with representatives of the police union to discuss
negotiating salaries, benefits, and working conditions. Council also met with representatives from Heritage Future/Arts OC to discuss price and terms of the pooch
park at 201 S. Basque (next to the Hunt Branch Library). In his closed session
report, City Attorney Richard Jones said that the City voted to settle a lawsuit
regarding a water main break for $103,735.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Homelessness: Curtis Gamble suggested the City lease one of the warehouses at the Goodman Logistics center
(formerly Kimberly Clark property) for
a homeless shelter and a safe parking
program.

Community Meeting: Egleth Nuncci
thanked the individuals and organizations who attended the May 4 community forum regarding a recent community
survey. She asked when Pacific Drive
Park would be opened.

FOX BLOCK DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT EXTENDED
Council voted to extend an Exclusive Negotiation Agreement (ENA) with developer NFRED, LLC (Frontier) regarding their plans for the Fox Block development,
namely, “a public market-style commercial development generally located on east
side of North Harbor Blvd and west side of Pomona Ave between Chapman Ave and
just north of Ellis Place…including the Pomona Ave Parking Lot, Ellis Parking Lot,
and Triangle Lot.” The Fox Theater itself would remain. This is the third and final
extension. The extension is through December 31, 2022.
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Sunrise Village Development
on June 21 Council Agenda
The Pines at Sunrise Village proposal
is scheduled for the City Council meeting on Tuesday, June 21 at 5:30pm in
Council Chambers at City Hall.
It is Fullerton City Council, not
Shopoff Realty Investments, who has a
huge responsibility to decide what will
work best for our community. It certainly seems short sighted to 100% rezone
this particular commercial site to ‘residential,’ squeezing in 153 two and three
story units onto a 12 acre site as it is not
in sync with the existing neighborhood
— both in density and aesthetics.
As far as the current push from
Sacramento for more housing, the city
of Fullerton has exceeded the goal recommended by the State by 54% for
above moderate housing between the
years of 2013-2021. We simply do not
need to build housing at this location
(priced from $700,000 to over $1M) at
the expense of providing much needed
commercial services that fit the sought
after needs of the people in this area.
The City Council has a huge responsibility to decide what works best for
Fullerton’s future. We would like to
think our outpouring of our support as
reflected in our Save Sunrise Village
Revitalization efforts are taken serious-

ly. We have over 2,500 petition signatures both online and hard copy of our
Save Sunrise Village petition.
Another interesting fact: The City of
Fullerton is the lowest in terms of ratio
of commercial vs. residential, among
surrounding cities. We became the big
dormitory for other cities. Fullerton
sales tax revenue as a ratio to property
tax is half of what in other cities around
us — Anaheim, Brea and La Habra.
Other cities realize the value of commercial properties that bring in much
higher sales tax revenue to the City and
don't burden the City with services like
sewer, water and police. As a result of
Fullerton's higher residential property
mix, we have a much higher expense
percentage in terms of police and other
city-provided services. The developers
pay one time fees but it will cost the
City far more down the road. We ask
our leaders not to be short sighted.
We appreciate your ongoing support
as we continue to hold onto our belief
that when steeped in integrity, the little
guy—the community homeowners and
taxpayers—can win.
Save Sunrise Village Team
SaveSunriseVillage@yahoo.com

COUNCIL APPROVES STANDARDS FOR SB9 PROJECTS
Council approved development standards for Senate Bill 9 (SB9) projects.
SB9 became effective on January 1. It is
one of several housing bills adopted by
the State Legislature in the past few
years to address California’s housing
shortage by increasing the housing
stock. SB9 allows property owners in
single family-zoned neighborhoods to
split their lot and build up to two primary dwelling units on each lot by right
(without a public hearing), if it meets the
design standards created by the City.
The major innovation of SB9 is that it
allows these projects to be approved by
City staff as long as they meet the
requirements, instead of being at the discretion of the Planning Commission or
City Council. The reason for this is that
Planning Commissions and City
Councils have historically restricted
housing construction in single family
neighborhoods, which has contributed to
California’s current housing shortage
and affordability crisis.
The development standards approved

by Council under SB9 must be “objective” rather than “subjective” and not
subject to the opinions of an approving
body. The standards Council approved
include things like unit size (up to 800
square feet), height (10 feet with 4-foot
setback, up to 22 feet with larger setback), stories (2 maximum), separation
(minimum of 10 feet), lot coverage
(40%), open space (200 square feet per
bedroom), and landscaping (must install
mature landscaping).
Fees for SB9 projects are:
• Urban Lot Split: $3,920 in Fiscal
Year (FY) 2021-22 ($6,191 in FY 202223)
• Two-Lot Project: $1,215 in FY 202122 ($1,215 in FY 2022-23
Council voted 4-1 (Whitaker “no”) to
approve the new SB9 standards.
On a separate but related note, Council
voted to agendize discussion of an inclusionary housing ordinance (requiring a
level of affordability for projects large
and small) for a future meeting.

COUNCIL VOTES AGAINST LEASING MAPLE NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER
City Council voted unanimously to
deny an agreement with non-profit The
Friendly Center to lease the Maple
Neighborhood Center to offer community services.
The proposed lease agreement was $1
per year and was expected to save the
city $67,000 in General Fund savings, as
the Friendly Center would offer a variety of neighborhood services previously
offered by the City. The Maple Center

has remained closed since the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic, and staffing
levels remain low. The idea to lease out
City-owned centers to non-profits was
seen as a way to save money.
Members of the public and
Councilmembers said their primary concern was losing access to the facility for
rentals. The Friendly Center said they
would not be able to accommodate this.

Remembering Hector Hernandez: Family, friends, and community leaders
gathered on May 25, the two-year anniversary of the night Hernandez was shot
and killed by Fullerton Police Officer Jonathan Ferrell. They are still seeking
justice, as OC District Attorney Todd Spitzer did not file charges against the
officer. PHOTO BY GASTON CASTELLANOS

June 7 Agenda Forecast
The next City Council meeting is Tuesday, June 7 at 5:30pm. Items on the
agenda include:
• Water Shortage contingency plan.
• Fiscal Year 2022/23 Budget
• Restoration of the public right of way at 100 North Harbor Boulevard. The
restoration involves removing an encroachment from the public sidewalk on
Commonwealth Avenue. Permission for this “building addition” was given to
Tony Florentine June 6, 2003, by then-acting redevelopment director Paul
Dudley. At all times, the city has by written agreement reserved the right to
restore the public right of way at the owner’s expense.

UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS

IN

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

City Hall is located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave, www.cityoffullerton.com
• Active Transportation Committee:
June 1, 6:30pm
• Transportation and Circulation
Commission: June 6, 4pm
• City Council: June 7, 5:30pm

• Planning Commission: June 8,
6:30pm
• Parks and Recreation: June 13,
6:30pm
• City Council: June 21, 6:30pm
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The DOWNTOWN Report
by Mike Ritto © 2022

Day of Music

May Means Majesty
Recently heard: “There used to be a lot of Jacaranda trees in Fullerton.” Now that
most are blooming, everyone will realize they are still here, there, and everywhere.
This one downtown on West Wilshire is one of the older ones and it is nearing full
bloom right now. The Jacaranda is our official city tree and it’s always a real treat
to bike, walk or drive down some of our streets that are fully lined with them. What
is your favorite Jacaranda neighborhood?

Downtown Oddities

Friday the 13th seemed to produce
some oddities instead of bad luck. This
duck was spotted at the Hillcrest Park
Duck Pond. Onlookers thought that
might be a map or a hostage note but no,
just two mysteriously scribbled sheets
of paper adding to the intrigue.

Down the street, displays similar to
this one appeared on the lawn at
Fullerton High School. Still looking for
final answers on that one although the
word is some Honors Biology students
were demonstrating the natural selection
of Bowerbirds who use blue items to
attract mates. Yet some think it must
have been the work of aliens or fairies.

Soon after the 13th, a full lunar eclipse
was seen in the convergence of a remnant from the past and the
present/future. Nobody has explained
how it was not cloudy that night.

The Fullerton version of Day of Music began in
2014 and evolved into one the most popular sites
for the worldwide event over the next few years. A
parade, crowning of Day of Music Queen Phyllis
Fender, a radio show, a packed plaza with our local
favorite band Lit lighting up the Downtown Plaza
stage, musicians playing music of every conceivable genre and thousands of revelers all over
Fullerton made the Summer Solstice event a huge
success. COVID put an end to that as well as many
other events that we all looked forward to every
year. Some have made their return, and you can
once again celebrate music in Fullerton on the first
day of Summer, Wednesday, June 21. We have not
organized a citywide event with hundreds of locaDay of Music Queen
tions, but thanks to support from our City Council,
Phyllis Fender
which voted to allow it to take place at the downtown Fullerton Downtown Plaza, there will be a number of musical performances
and a beer and wine garden. Plans are still in the works, but we will keep you
informed, so stay tuned for details and a list of performers. There will also be stages
at the Bootleggers tasting room, Black Hole Records, and other locations. You are
all encouraged to participate, so if you can, invite friends over that day and crank up
the instruments…..Day of Music, part of Fullerton’s musical heritage, is back.

Mosaic art by Lisa Mullin

Art by Mathew Simon

MORE ART
You may have seen the photo and
heard mention of the fundraiser on the
front page of our last issue and here are
just a few of the amazing works of art to
show you just why so much money was
raised for the All The Arts for All the
Kids Foundation. Without organizations
like this and the volunteers who give of
their time and expertise, our kids would
likely miss out on valuable experiences
in the arts. So, we thank you and of
course, all the artists themselves.

3D art by Lauren Valentine

Photo Quiz
Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net
A bright blue light appeared in the
clock tower at the Fullerton Police
Department. Anyone with clues or
answers is welcome to drop us a line.

This issue: Where will you spot
these two? Hint: Bookish

Last issue: Reader Harry was the
first to ID the photo, a familiar stairway to the parking structure across
from our Downtown Plaza
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EDUCATION

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno
The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board
information available by calling (714) 870-2800
or visiting www.fjuhsd.net

FJUHSD Board Meeting May 10
At the May 10 Fullerton Joint Union
High School District (FJUHSD) Board
meeting, trustees celebrated teachers
Earl Bench of Buena Park High School
(BPHS), Roseann Halcomb from La
Vista HS (LVHS), and Sonora HS
(SOHS) Principal Secretary Teresa
Zambrano as the district employees of
the year. For more end of the year honors, see May’s FJUHSD newsletter at
www.fjuhsd.org home page.
LV/LSHS principal, Sandi Layana
reported a $19,500 Phelps Foundation
grant to create a “Zen Den” Wellness
Center at LV/LSHS to provide social
and emotional wellbeing services for all
students.
TEXTBOOK UPDATES
Assistant Superintendent of Education
Dr. Sylvia Kaufman introduced districtwide updated World History, US
History, and economics textbooks for
next meeting approval. Parents wishing
to view the proposed texts can call the
Education office at (714) 870-2841 for
an appointment.
A-G COMPLETION GRANT
Director of Education Steve Zamora
informed the trustees about a $2.2 million grant with a goal to increase high
school graduate a-g completion rates
over the next five years.
A-g completion consists of students
receiving a “C” grade or higher in 11

classes beginning in 9th grade that covers English, math, science, social studies, arts, and World language. While not
a guarantee, it is required for students to
enroll in a State university directly from
high school. Fifty-eight percent of
FJUHSD graduating seniors currently
complete the a-g requirements up from
47% in 2014, when teachers created
expository reading and writing classes
(ERWC) to improve student writing
skills.
After some initial confusion about this
impacting FJUHSD graduation rates,
Trustee Joanne Fawley clarified that students may only miss one class to qualify
for a-g completion after Mr. Zamora
pointed out that students can successfully graduate without a-g completion.
Since 2014, FJUHSD students gained
access to more a-g approved classes
from augmented Career Technical
Education (CTE) pathways and special
education programs. The trusteeapproved FJUHSD graduation requirements do not require a-g completion.
Both a-g and FJUHSD require four
years of English, three years of math and
social sciences, and two years of science, but FJUHSD requires one year of
a World language or an art class, and
Algebra I skills while a-g requires two
years of World language, a year of art,
and Geometry and Algebra II skills.

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES

by Jan Youngman
Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,
1401 W Valencia Dr, Fullerton
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

May 10 Meeting
CONGRATULATIONS
FSD's Phil Ling was named the Technology Administrator of the Year by the
Association of California School Administrators.
Ladera Vista Junior High School of the Arts has been designated an Exemplary
School in recognition of its commitment to excellence by the Arts Schools Network
Board of Directors, in acknowledgment of meeting principles of exemplary practice
grams.
APPROVED
• Renewed Agreement between FSD and Food Finders, Inc. This organization is
a community-based food rescue organization that serves as a conduit connecting
food with people in need. Their inspiration is to end food waste and form liaisons
with local vendors working with shelters that could use good, wholesome food to
feed needy and impoverished families, children, and the elderly.
• Agreement between FSD and Advantage Communications for Speech and

EARLY JUNE 2022

FJUHSD also requires two years of PE
and a semester each of economics and
health in order to graduate.
Trustee Lauren Klatzker mentioned
student access to a-g required courses
through the AVID program and Mr.
Zamora responded that AVID is being
supplemented and expanded. Trustee
Marilyn Buchi requested a more specific
grant use plan to address this long-term
issue. Mr. Zamora said parts of the plan
are in action, like allowing students
receiving a “D” class grade are now
being allowed to retake the summer
school class, but it is too early to see
positive results. The more detailed plan
will be presented for approval at the
June 14 Board meeting.
TRIGGER LAW UPDATE
Assistant Superintendent of Business
Services Ruben Hernandez presented
how California education trigger laws
affect the FJUHSD budget. Mr.
Hernandez briefly explained how strong
education funding activates these laws
requiring the District to spend down or
reallocate $30 million of the current $55
million unrestricted general reserve fund
into restricted areas. The District proposed $10 million on staff negotiated
one-time benefits and bonuses and $20
million on program enhancement, additional deferred maintenance spending,
and emergency fund reserves. The vague
budget outline and lack of any trustee
questions indicated that the Board supports a resolution to reallocate chunks of
the unrestricted reserve into restricted
areas.
The trigger laws were enacted after
Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF)
redistributed education funding by creating a student base amount with supple-

ments for students experiencing economic distress, learning English language, or foster youth attending each
district. The LCFF allocates huge funding increases to high special population
districts while leaving school districts
with less than 55% of high need student
population much less supplemental
funding leaving districts to compensate
by holding large reserves of unrestricted
funds in case of future deep budget cuts.
Concerned that students miss necessary
financial support in lieu of increasing
reserves, State legislators created a set
of triggers that require school districts to
spend down their reserves to 10% during
economically prosperous times. In
January, the Legal Analyst’s Office (a
nonpartisan State office that reviews all
legislative policies’ fiscal impact) predicted this year education funding would
be at record high levels meeting the trigger tests causing all nonexempted districts to plan for a pay down of unrestricted funds. For at least five years,
FJUHSD maintained an unrestricted
reserve of 18-25%, meaning the District
would need to allocate $25 to 30 million
into restricted funding or apply for an
extension by June 30.
Trustee Buchi asked if COVID-19
relief funds caused this, but Mr.
Hernandez said no, this is caused by
State funding increases. Besides the $10
million spent on negotiated one-time
salary and benefit bonuses, it is doubtful
the Board will approve spending money
on additional programs or deferred
maintenance unless forced to do so if
this surplus lasts for three years. The
board can vote to change the budget at
any time.
Next meeting is June 14 at 6pm.

Debate Summer Camp for current 3rd
through 7th grade students. This is a two
week-long intensive summer camp.
Students will deepen their practice as
they sharpen their skills in the art of
non-verbal communication, pacing,
interpretation skills, and much more.
• Agreement with Ray Flores for intervention services, consulting, and security training that he provides District staff.
• New Independent Contractor
Agreement between FSD and B.J.
Freeman, Ph.D. for psychological evaluation services.
• FSD has renewed a three-year
Agreement with CDW for the purchase
of LightSpeed Internet Filtering licenses
for the District. With over 15,000
devices connected to District's network,
LightSpeed's web content filtering system has provided a safer, more secure
internet experience for students and
staff.
• Approved Recently, The FCC
announced a $7.17 billion dollar program to help schools and libraries support remote learning. The program will
provide students and teachers who lack
proper connectivity for distance teaching and learning with eligible equipment
and services. This fund will provide
ongoing support as well as reimbursement for some prior expenditures related

to distance learning during the pandemic.
• Approved contract with Thrively Inc.
which has developed an easy to use
online tool that helps identify student
learning profiles, passions, and possible
interests. It has helped FSD create digital badges to be awarded students for
completing digital citizenship lessons
and participating in FSD Fest.

SUMMER PROGRAMS AND MORE

FSD has developed some very unique
programs for the summer.
ENCORE (Expanded Learning
Opportunity Program): This is a
before and after school summer program
that focuses on academic, social, emotional, and physical needs of the student.
Any one interested should check their
website for details.
California State Preschool Program
at Richman School and Valencia Park
School. This is an all day program. 8am
to 4pm. Family must qualify to participate (i.e. income eligible/low income). It
begins July 1. Go to District website or
ask at your local school for eligibility.
My FSD Academy is the homeschooling program. Check the FSD website for
new programs.
Next meeting is June 14 at 6pm.
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YOUNG OBSERVERS

EDITOR

TEEN OBSERVER by Francine, 10th grade
Planning to Take AP in High School?
Insider Info You Need to Know
While most people celebrated the
merry month of May (Cinco de Mayo
and Mothers' Day), many high school
students, including me, were busy
preparing and taking AP exams. AP
stands for Advanced Placement.
AP was created by the College Board
which offers college-level courses and
assessment to high school students.
Some universities and colleges grant
credits to those who meet the required
test scores. Depending on the number of
AP courses a student takes, he or she can
skip an entire freshman year and go
straight to sophomore year in college.
Not all universities and colleges give
credits but students who take AP courses
have higher chances of getting admitted
to their colleges and universities of
choice.
AP courses are available to freshmen,
but I signed up for my first AP course in
my sophomore year. I have chosen
Computer Science as my pathway, so I

took AP Computer
Science Principles (AP CSP) and had
my AP test last month. I joined 960 of
my fellow schoolmates who had to miss
classes to take the annual three to four
hour exam at the school gym or at the
Fullerton Community Center. I may
have been confident about the test, but
the stress of working with only one pencil was an unnecessary trouble I could
have avoided. I should bring more pencils next time.
If a student brings a bag, this will further delay the exit because the bag gets
deposited in a holding area, so it is better
to just put personal stuff in a pocket. I
was quite nervous before the test, but the
one-hour delay turned my jitters into
boredom and impatience. I learned that
delays are not unusual during AP tests.
We are not allowed to have anything
with us except a pencil and an ID so my
mom had no idea she had to wait for
another hour when she picked me up.

Let’s Celebrate by Mateo, 8th grade

Memorial Day:

Tribute to Our Fallen Soldiers
May 30 is a very special day this year in the United States.
Contrary to what some people may
think, it is not just a day off school or a
break from work. Memorial Day, which
is observed each year on the last
Monday of May, is one of the most
patriotic holidays of the year. On this
day, we take the time to remember and
honor the bravery and courage of the
millions of American soldiers who died
while fighting for our country. There
have been many wars over the course of
the country’s 246-year history, and they
have resulted in many casualties in our
military. Here is a brief history of the

holiday, as well as some things you
could do to honor our fallen soldiers.
The roots of Memorial Day go all the
way back to the Civil War era, which
occurred in the 1860s. As the deadliest
war in U.S. history, the Civil War
claimed between 620,000 and 750,000
lives and left many families in a state of
mourning before it officially came to an
end in 1865. In fact, there were so many
deaths during this war that the first
national cemeteries were built just to
give the bodies a pleasant resting place.
So, just about a year after the war’s conclusion, many Americans across the
country decided to hold ceremonies in

LET’S SAVE OUR PLANET by Declan, 6th grade

Phantom Energy:
The “Vampire” Power

The rise in the cost of living with steep
gas prices and expensive grocery bills
have aroused concerns in households.
Luckily, there is a way to reduce spending and it is as easy as unplugging appliances when they are not in use. By doing
this daily, you have eliminated the hidden enemy.
Phantom energy, also known as ghost
energy, is power consumed by appliances that are off but plugged into an
outlet. This energy keeps clocks on
microwaves, ovens, and stoves on while
not in use. According to the U.S

Environmental Protection Agency and
other agencies around the world, it is
estimated that 10% of a monthly electric
bill is because of phantom energy. Each
year, computers eat 2% of one’s electricity, which might seem minute until one
realizes that two main electricity consumers, cooling and heating, take 18%.
With a simple movement of unplugging
a device charger, surge protectors, and
toasters, one can save $30 each month or
more than $360 dollars a year.
How many appliances can you unplug
in your kitchen and living room alone?

2022 Summer Arts Adventure Camp

All the Arts for All the Kids Foundation presents two summer sessions, starting Monday, June 6, 2022. Taught by expert artist/educators, each class brings
learning to life through creative, hands-on projects and activities.
Please contact the Foundation at

kw.allthearts@gmail.com
for registration.

janice_lee@myfsd.org
for any questions about classes or
Artist/Educators.

FRANCINE VUDOTI
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AP tests are typically Multiple Choice
Questions (MCQs) but some may
require essays or Free-Response
Questions (FRQs).
For AP CSP, my onsite test was all
MCQs but for the coding portion, I was
given 12 hours over a two-week period
to complete a performance task in class.
Passing score is 3 (out of 5), but an AP
student needs to get a score of 4 or 5 to
be given college credit. Test results are
expected to be released in July. Those
who get a score lower than 4 or 5 may
retake the test the following year. Some
choose to study on their own instead of
taking AP classes then take the AP test
because some AP courses allow this
arrangement.
I wondered what my friends think of
Advanced Placement, so I asked five of
them to share their experiences. They all
said they are taking AP because it puts
them in good standing for college application, a key indicator that they are seriously planning for success. They hope to
save their college money by participating in the AP program while mentally
and academically preparing for the rigor
that college brings. However, three of
my friends confessed that on top of these
reasons, their parents actually want them

to take AP. Only one of my five friends
plans to take full AP in their junior and
senior year. This means that the rest will
only pick the AP courses that match their
interests.
My decision to take AP was inspired
by my chosen career pathway and my
competitive spirit. However, for my junior and senior years, I will be taking the
International Baccalaureate (IB) program, which is different from AP. Some
IB courses like Biology or English will
be good preparation for the AP tests so I
plan to take both the IB and AP tests for
these courses. It is important to note
though that these tests cost as much as
$95 per test so fees can easily skyrocket
if a student takes as many as six tests in
a year. If a student is on a reduced or
free lunch program, he or she may take
the AP test for free or pay as little as $5.
It has been a while since I took the
three to four-hour entrance test in my
school. Test-taking is not my forte but
going through this experience has been
eye-opening for me as it has provided a
preview of my academic life beyond
high school. Preparing well for these
exams puts me on track to attend a university that will help me achieve my
dream career.

their cities or towns as a tribute to those
who had fallen in the Civil War.
Residents would decorate gravestones
of the fallen with beautiful flowers and
sing prayers to honor them.
This springtime event, which was a
huge hit across America, was given the
name Decoration Day in 1868 by
General John A. Logan. Throughout the
rest of the 19th century and heading into
the 20th, Decoration Day was observed
by all Northern U.S. states as a state holiday. It eventually adopted the name
Memorial Day because the entire holiday is a memorial to those who died in
American wars.
Nowadays, people honor Memorial
Day in many different ways. Large
parades are held in major cities across
the U.S. such as New York and
Washington D.C. Local celebrations like

Fullerton's Memorial Day Ceremony
held at Loma Vista Memorial Park, 701
E. Bastanchury Rd at 10am, are held
with the help of local troops like Troy
High School's JROTC, Air Force USA
and women in the military.
Many other people take the time to
pay a visit to our country’s fallen troops
in cemeteries and graveyards. Some
wear a red poppy when visiting these
sites as a symbol of respect and gratitude to these soldiers.
Correction: In the Early May Young
Observer, Mateo wrote that the average
yearly income for a California public
school teacher is just under $40,000.
Fullerton School Board member Hilda
Sugarman wrote to The Observer to
state that Fullerton teachers start at
about double that amount. Thank you to
our Fullerton teachers!

KIDS RULE by Tegan, 4th grade
Need Fun Summer Options?
Try Fullerton School District’s
Summer Camps
The start of June means that summer
break is here. My last day of school is
Friday, June 3 and at 1pm, my summer
break will officially start. These two
months give me the opportunity to go
swimming, go on long bike rides, or
stay home and read. However, there are
a variety of other engaging summer
activities that Fullerton School District
(FSD) offers its students. I am looking
forward to a couple of these.
Personally, I have experience with
three of the FSD summer camps: the
Extended Play, the district musical (pre
pandemic), and the FSD Speech and
Debate Summer Camp. The Extended
Play is a three-week-program held from
June 8 to 29 consisting of ELA and math
programs for grades K through 7.
Extended Play was a flexible activity for
me, and I recommend this type of program to any individual who wants to
practice academics at their own pace,
independently, in an entertaining way.
The FSD Speech and Debate Summer
Camp, on the other hand, was such a
great experience. Last year, I attended
this camp on Zoom and throughout my
experience every coach and advisor

offered me an opportunity to improve
my speaking, specifically enunciation,
skills. This year, the speech and debate
camp will be a two week in-person
workshop. Participants will get to
improve their presentation skills and
gain confidence in speaking in front of
crowds.
To find Fullerton School District
2022 summer program options like
Extended Play, All the Arts Camp, Gate
Academy, The Lab, and FSD Speech
and Debate Summer Camp visit:
https://sites.google.com/myfsd.org/fsdsummerprograms2021/home.
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I Saw it in the Observer Calendar
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Assistance League of Fullerton
Hosts Taste of the Town
Various restaurants in the area donate time and their special signature dishes to
the event. Guests attending the event can sample as many restaurants as they
wish, for the price of admission! Beer, wine, coffee, and soft drinks are included.
Entertainment for the whole family is provided, including music, dancing, and
Black Jack tables. Tickets for baskets comprised of gift certificates and merchandise may be purchased at the event. Guests may also purchase opportunity tickets
for an “opportunity” to win $1,500, $1,000, and $500 from the Jeweler’s Touch.
The event will be held at the Museum Plaza in downtown Fullerton. All funds
from this event directly benefit the philanthropic projects of Assistance League
of Fullerton.

Fullerton Museum Center presents

Fullerton: Art Town
June 3 - August 7

Opening reception: Fri, June 3 7-10pm

"Fullerton: Art Town" will peek into the history and future
of art, art organizations, galleries, events, and independent
artists from our diverse community. Featured artists include
Aimee Aul, Katherine England, Jose Lozano, Florence
Arnold, Magoski Art Colony, and many more!
info@fullertonmuseum.com
301 N Pomona Ave • (714) 738-6545
Museum hours: Wed, Fri, Sat, & Sun 12-4pm, Thurs 12-8pm

Fullerton Football Food Truck Fundraiser
COME OUT FRIDAY JUNE 10 5 TO 8PM
to support Fullerton Football program.
Taco Maggie, Falafa Food Truck,
Rinconcita en el Cielo Churros and more.

201 West Chapman Ave Fullerton
on Lemon in front of the new gym.
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HITS &
MISSES
by Joyce Mason © 2022

DOWNTON ABBEY: A NEW ERA
A Hit and a Miss

‘Embrace’ Exhibition by David Olivares
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center in
Fullerton has exhibited a steady pace of
art exhibitions that showcase top artistic
talent locally and globally. From May 5
to July 3, they are showcasing
“Embrace: 2022 KAWAA Annual
Exhibition” organized by the Korean
American Women’s Artist Alliance. This
exhibition is curated by Cal State Long
Beach faculty member Sunook Park,
and features a multitude of contemporary artists, some based in Korea, and
others who live locally.
This exhibit celebrates the diversity as
well as a wide range of emotional and
personal expression through uses of different media, including ceramic work,
diptychs and triptychs, acrylic on canvas, wooden frame sculptures, textiles,
and photography.
All works share clearly defined personal voices by their artists, whether its
abstract compositions, everyday objects,
or vivid realistic representations.
Mark Steven Greenfield’s “Three
Sisters” is a vibrant, energetic acrylic
piece that visually explodes in different
directions.
“Music of the Spheres L #1” by
Koojah Kim takes a wonderfully innovative, Kandinsky-esque approach to a
mixed media piece with 3 dimensional

accents to the picture plane.
Muckenthaler curator Lisa M. Berman
said that accessibility was one of the
most unifying details of all artworks in
the exhibit, not necessarily by price, but
by the size and portability of all the artworks.
Unlike
the
large-scale
Renaissance frescoes of the past or massive abstract paintings that typically
hang on museum walls, most if not all
paintings were designed to be around 30
inches or less in width.
The Muckenthaler has held numerous
art exhibitions in the past, from an annual showcase of various artworks from
Fullerton’s local high school students to
a long-term photography project about
shipwrecks from Italian photographer
Stefano Benazzo. Before the current
“Embrace” exhibit, the Muckenthaler
previously
hosted
“Into
the
Bonnieverse,” a photography gallery of
iconic celebrity figures from photographer Bonnie Shiffman.
Besides visual art showcases, the
Muckenthaler is home to world class
musical performances, lively family
events, and local festivals.
For more information about the
Muckenthaler Cultural Center and its
upcoming events, go to https://themuck.org/.

One witty person describes this movie
as “the Marvel Cinematic Universe for
the senior set,” and there may be some
truth to that. After a television series that
lasted six seasons with 52 episodes and
a previous film, writer Julian Fellowes
hinted in a recent interview that he may
have more to say about the Granthams
and their storied manor house. In fact, he
has perhaps found a new audience for
his saga because worldwide receipts
indicate that the film is doing spectacularly well in China.
American audiences will be mixed in
their reactions. The “New Era” in the
title is not as startling as the words
imply, but there are some indications of
a world slightly different from the one in
1912 when the series began. It is now
1928 and the modern world encroaches
upon Downton Abbey, now managed by
Lady Mary (Michelle Dockery), in the
form of a Hollywood studio that wants
to make a movie set within the grandeur
of the Abbey. The two generations react
differently to this intrusion upon their
ancestral home. Lord Grantham (Hugh
Bonneville) scoffs at the idea but his
daughter Mary is quick to point out that
the money Hollywood offers them will
pay for repairing the leaking roof, where
strategically placed pots in the attic are
now catching the rainwater.
Another development is the news that
Violet, the Dowager Countess (Maggie
Smith), has inherited a villa in the south
of France from a former acquaintance
she had made in the 1860s while visiting
Paris. Of course, much speculation
occurs as to how well she must have
known this Frenchman, who would
cherish his memories of her through so
many decades. This development leads
to a must-see trip to the French Riviera
to inspect the villa. Taken out of the
English setting, Cora and Robert
Grantham (Elizabeth McGovern and
Bonneville) express a particular tenderness for one another and an emotional
attachment not seen before in the series.

Ever the attentive butler, Carson (Jim
Carter) accompanies them, along with
son-in-law Tom Bransom (Allen Leach),
who has remarried, and daughter Lady
Edith (Laura Carmichael) and her
spouse.
Ever competent and capable, Lady
Mary remains in England, solving not
only the challenges of running the estate
while the film company inhabits it and
shoots their silent movie, but helping
with a major problem that briefly halts
their work. The director (Hugh Dancy)
is told that he must stop his work on the
film because talking motion pictures are
now replacing silent films. But with
Lady Mary’s help, all is not lost and the
film within the film proceeds. When the
movie’s extras walk off the set because
they are not being paid, Downton’s servants, to their delight, are costumed and
made up to dine as royalty at the table
that they have so often served.
Besides providing audiences a surfeit
of beautiful people behaving with mostly impeccable manners peppered by sardonic comments from the Dowager
Countess, Downton Abbey portrays a
lifestyle of privilege never really
achieved in America. We get only a
glimpse of upward mobility when Mr.
Mosely (Kevin Doyle), once a servant,
now a village schoolteacher, will soon
be going to Hollywood to become a
writer. Except for Tom, who was once a
chauffeur, most of the servants remain in
their lifelong positions.
To writer Fellowes’ credit, he does
move the pace of the film, which has
dragged in the first half of the movie
while he re-introduces the characters but
picks up markedly in the second half as
Lady Mary commands most of the
scenes. This is due partly to the writing
but mostly to Michele Dockery’s fine
portrayal, which creates a Lady Mary
who very well could take us into “A
New Era.”
Downton Abbey: A New Era is playing
only in theaters.

TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it!
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it.
TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

CIVIL CONVERSATION
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Out of My Mind
by Jon Dobrer © 2022

LETTER TO JON DOBRER
John Dobrer’s column in
the mid-May issue is a real example how
unhelpful rhetoric prevents rational discussion from taken place in our society
today. His column is full of triggers and
jargon that identifies him as a journalist
who is willing to spill out ideology at the
expense of reason in order to sound the
alarm and rally the troops. He presents
one absurd thought after another in order
to keep his cascade of falsehood flowing, sweeping up the reader in its current, and making them stompin’ mad.
Socialism has become a buzz word in
our national conversation, and Mr.
Dobrer uses it as such, turning its meaning on its head. His reference to socialism in the context of this Supreme Court
decision also betrays the lack of knowledge, or concern, he has in the constitutional government this republic was
founded upon. The leaked opinion of
Justice Samuel Alito says nothing concerning the accusations that Mr. Dobrer
brings forth. The judgment of the majority of justices in this case states that Roe
v. Wade was conjured up through the
gyrations of a political court reading
between the lines to create a constitutional right to abortion that never existed. Roe v. Wade was bad law from the
being, just as Plessy v. Ferguson, allowing separate but equal status to support

the Jim Crow legislation of the South,
was bad law from the beginning. Stare
decisis and “super precedents” are valuable judicial tools, but they do not justify enabling wrong judgment to remain
the law of the land.
Many of his arguments are thinly
veiled references to Margaret Atwood’s
The Handmaid’s Tale. They deny the
role that stable families have played as
the foundation of civilization for thousands of years. The role of the nuclear
family has come under brutal assault
from the same ideology that Mr. Dobrer
spouts forth in this column. Moreover,
women now have more ability to choose
their lifestyles than ever before.
To his credit, Mr Dobrer reveals that
the foundational issues in this discussion
are whether people will choose to
respect the constitution and read it with
an originalist perspective or choose to
create their own moral high ground and
force the constitution to support their
own societal edicts. Hyperbolic proclamations will not serve us well as a selfgoverning people. We must be able to
reason with each other on the merits of
an issue and seek to meet the needs of all
concerned. And that includes the wellbeing of the unborn human child.
David Bedell, Fullerton

JON DOBRER RESPONSE TO LETTER
It’s not About Me or You but Us
I was happy to receive David Bedell’s
critique of my article in the last
Observer, “Our Radical Socialist
Supreme Court.” While Mr. Bedell criticizes me and my motives, he also takes
aim at my reasoning and conclusions.
This is absolutely fair, and I’m deeply
grateful when someone takes me on with
reason and not simply name-calling.
I’m flattered when anyone takes the
time to read my columns and even more
so, when they invest in making a
response. When that response is actually
about the issues and not simply ad
hominem attacks, I’m thrilled.
He called my rhetoric “unhelpful and
tending to prevent rational discussion.”
Yet, I apparently provoked a rational
response from him, and I’m happy to
continue this rational discussion. I suspect that Mr. Bedell and I will not agree
on too many issues. However, we clearly agree that this world and our nation

are worth our efforts to improve.
He is correct that I turn the usual
meaning of “socialism” on its head in
order to, yes, grab eyes, but more importantly to provoke thought. Socialism
gets used in an amorphous way and
seems to mean anything that the government does that goes beyond what a political group wants it to do. Democrats are
called socialists for creating Social
Security and Medicare. Democrats call
Republican industrialists the beneficiaries of socialism for all the government’s
spending on the military industrial complex. Neither of these groups is socialist
in any meaningful way. Even Bernie
Sanders is no socialist. Democratic
Socialism is not true socialism. It’s the
political theory of most of Western
Europe.
Socialism is not feeding the hungry,
clothing the naked, and pleading for the
widow and orphan. Socialism is taking
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the means of production and owning it stable families have been foundational
in the name of the people. Socialism to civilization. I probably share with
would be the government owning every him the fear that the nuclear family is
oil field, automobile company, steel exploding—and has been exploding
mill, aircraft company and tech compa- through governments both liberal and
ny. Let me be clear, I am not a socialist. conservative, both here and abroad. The
I’m against the nationalizing of our centrifugal forces tearing at our society
industrial base.
are both cultural and technological. Yes,
I do, indeed, hold that the Supreme the “pill” was part of it, but so too were
Court’s decision on Roe v Wade, if it freeways, suburbs, cars and motels. The
resembles the Alito draft, is a “taking.” nuclear family was a short-lived pheIt takes women’s most intimate body nomenon, flashing for a moment
parts and their control of their most per- between extended families and single
sonal property and puts it under the con- parent families. He and I might long for
trol of the State. This is perhaps the very simpler times, but I doubt that this can
antithesis of small govbe achieved. (*Quick
ernment and keeping
factual correction: I
government off our
offered no “thinly
backs,
that
veiled” reference to
Let us seek
Conservatives
once
Margaret Atwood’s The
together to
wanted. It sees women
Handmaid’s Tale.” I
as the means of producnever saw the show or
communicate with
tion (or in this case
read the book)
comity and respect
reproduction)
and
When Mr. Bedell gets
and acknowledge
nationalizes them.
to the last paragraph, he
the good faith of
It's true, as Mr. Bedell
gets the issue exactly
asserts, that many, even
right—even if we are
our counterparts,
the late Justice Ruth
on different sides.
and know that we
Bader-Ginsberg, have
There is a debate on
work together to
thought Roe v. Wade
Constitutional philosoform a more
was ill-founded. Yet,
phy between “originalshe wished it to continists/textualists”
and
perfect union.
ue and believed both in
“living Constitution”
a woman’s right to
adherents. It’s true that
choose and that Roe v.
I support a living
Wade had become settled law and Constitution, one that’s subject to modiachieved Stare Decisis status. Mr. fication of understanding and doesn’t
Bedell accurately points out that rely on what I might believe Adams,
longevity is not the same as justice. Jefferson, and Hamilton might have
Slavery was in our history and law, as believed or would believe today. My
were discrimination against women and mind reading abilities are non-existent
other minorities. Overturning Dred and the batteries on my Ouija Board
Scott and Plessy overturned precedent in died.
order to confer rights. Alito’s draft
However, in the end, we do find exact
threatens to take away a right. This is agreement. Mr. Bedell writes, “We must
without precedence. Though to be fair, be able to reason with each other on the
Mr. Bedell could argue that it switches a merits of an issue and seek to meet the
right from the potential mother to the needs of all concerned.” Yes! We must
potential child. Still, the Alito draft seek, but we also should know that seekwouldn’t end abortion—not for the ing doesn’t always end with finding. We
wealthy or upper middle class. It would have the right to “the pursuit of happiimpose a burden on poor women. The ness.” Happiness itself is not guaranwives, daughters, sisters or mistresses of teed. Let us seek together to communiour members of congress would not be cate with comity and respect and
stopped from travelling to where abor- acknowledge the good faith of our countions were safe and legal.
terparts, and know that we work togethI certainly agree with Mr. Bedell that er to form a more perfect union.

LETTER TO ED:

Coyotes at CSUF Campus

A few months ago, I wrote about the
danger of coyotes on the California
State University (CSUF) campus
grounds. The coyotes still come to the
campus grounds in late evenings and
early morning hours and every day one
can see the traces of blood and body
parts of small animals, in particular rabbits, who have made the campus their
home, on grassy areas and the pavements. This is especially disturbing
because these little animals are quite
helpless and vulnerable to everyday
bloody attacks by the coyotes. The frequent presence of coyotes on CSUF

campus not only creates very disturbing
and bloody traces of savage attacks on
small animals on campus every day, but
it can also cause serious risk to the safety of people and small children on campus which is a public ground.
Prevention of coyotes from coming to
CSUF campus needs to be taken seriously by the university administration
for the safety of people and many small
animal inhabitants of the campus.
Fleur T. Tehrani, Ph.D., P.E.
Professor of Electrical Engineering
California State University, Fullerton

HOW TO VOICE YOUR OPINION
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the community.
The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions are those
of the writer. We must verify your identity, but we allow initials and town to
be printed if desired, or anonymous if a reasonable case can be made as to why
that is necessary. Opinions sent to us without name, address and phone number
will not be printed. Due to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of
getting in. Thanks!

contact@fullertonobserver.com or mail to:
Fullerton Observer PO Box 7051 Fullerton CA 92834
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Awareness

by Jo Ann Brannock, Ph.D. © 2022

Fentanyl:

A Dangerous Killer Drug: Part 1
National Fentanyl Awareness Day was
Tuesday, May 10, to alert people to the
deadly dangers of fentanyl. I will cover
this topic over several issues using my
research on fentanyl, including interviews with professionals and families
who have had direct experience in order
to get their perspectives.
If you have been following me the last
two months in The Fullerton Observer,
you know that I have been writing about
the immaturity of the adolescent brain
and the risks that young people take.
This can involve experimenting with
drugs that are bought on the street. The
major concern today is that fentanyl is
made synthetically and often mixed with
Xanax, cocaine, heroin, and other drugs.
Kids as young as junior high school age
are dying at an alarming rate of fentanyl
overdoses. In the OC Register, the death
count from fentanyl more than doubled
from 2019 to 2020 from 165 deaths to
432. The fentanyl related deaths may top
1,000 in Orange County in 2021.
Statewide deaths in the state of
California have increased by 1513%,

from 239 in 2016 to 3,857 in 2020.
(District Attorney, Todd Spitzer, 2022).
In California alone, there were over
10,000 deaths reported in 2021.
Fentanyl is 50 to 300 times stronger
than morphine, according to the
National Center for Drug Abuse
Statistics (NCDAS). Forty percent of
street drugs now contain fentanyl,
according to Riverside County Sheriff,
Chad Bianco (California District
Attorney's Office, 2022). Two mg of
fentanyl is a lethal dose, but doses as
small as 0.25 mg place the user at a high
risk of overdosing. Four years ago,
Delaware reported post-mortem detection of fentanyl in 72% of all overdose
cases. Fentanyl mainly affects the respiratory system, which becomes overwhelmed and causes the user to stop
breathing.
Not only is ingesting fentanyl
extremely dangerous, but even contact
can cause death. As early as May 2015,
Chinese customs agents seized 100
pounds of fentanyl’s analogue, acetyl
fentanyl, which was enough to potential-
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ly kill millions of people. It was stashed the early 21st century include singerin a Mexico-bound container. The Drug guitarists Prince and Tom Petty, rappers
Enforcement Administration (DEA) Mac Miller and Lil Peep, best-selling
reported that six customs officials author Michelle McNamara, and Major
became ill, and one fell into a coma as a League Angel’s pitcher Tyler Skaggs.
result of handling the fentanyl. The Investigators determined it was unlikely
potential that others could have been the deceased knew or understood they
infected because the fentanyl had been were taking such a potent and potentialtransferred through five
ly
lethal
drug
different freight for(NCDAS).
warders before arriving
Anne Milgram of the
here at customs is
DEA
said that many of
Investigators
alarming
(Westhoff,
these victims “have no
determined
2019). The NCDAS
idea they are ingesting
it was unlikely
reported that almost 60
deadly fentanyl until
million lethal doses
it’s too late” (San
the deceased
were confiscated by the
knew or understood Francisco Chronicle).
DEA over a 2-year periLarge quantities are
they were taking
od.
coming into the United
such a potent
In the United States,
States through Mexico
according to The San
from China, where 90%
and potentially
Francisco Chronicle, an
of fentanyl is made.
lethal drug
infant died in northern
The volume of fentanyl
(NCDAS).
California sleeping in
confiscated has more
the parents’ bed where
than tripled in San
there were remnants of
Diego at the Tijuana
fentanyl. In another
border, which in 2019
case, an online video of
was 108 pounds and
San Diego deputy David Faiivae, who then in 2020 it was 384 pounds. In the
was inspecting a car for drugs that con- first three months of 2021, DEA offitained fentanyl, also shows how even cials seized 2,000 pounds of fentanyl
contact can be fatal. He would have died and 1 million counterfeit pills. By the
if it had not been for the immediate end of 2021, they seized more than
action of his superior officer who 15,000 pounds of fentanyl, “which is
administered Narcan to Deputy Faiivae. enough to kill every American,” DEA
Several high-profile fentanyl deaths in officials said.

Methane Leak Verification map Update
The following areas in Fullerton are slated to be repaired after leaking methane
was discovered by SoCalGas.
Slated for Repair: • Bastanchury Rd at Morelia Ave • Valencia Mesa Dr at N
Richman Knoll • W Wilshire Ave between N Highland and N Malden • W Whiting
Ave at N Malden • E Wilshire Ave between N Yale and N Berkeley Ave • Revere Dr
at N State College Blvd • W Lambert Road between S Rosecrest Ave and S Euclid
St • Buena Vista Ave near S Idaho St • Greenhill Drive west of Carleton Way
Monitoring: • N Euclid St at W Chapman Ave • Dorwood Ave north of
Teakwood Ave • N Lemon St at Virginia Rd (edge of Hillcrest Park)
To find information on leaks in any neighborhood in the SoCalGas service area,
please enter your ZIP code at: https://socalgas.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=93db425fa47d4de9857dd34fd67a93fe
If you smell a natural gas odor, hear a hissing sound of gas escaping, REMAIN
calm. DON'T use any flame. DON'T turn electrical appliances or lights on or off or
use any device that could create a spark. IMMEDIATELY EVACUATE the area,
and from a safe location, call SoCalGas at 1-800-427-2200, or call 911 if the damage results in a natural gas leak that may endanger life or cause bodily harm or property damage.

Summer Safety Tips Event June 25, 10 am
Public Safety/Fire/Wildfire/Home Safety/
Mosquito Vector Control

On June 25, please join us as we discuss summer safety tips. Fire safety and
first responders will be on hand to share information on how to keep your family safe during the summer, including: • Fire Safety • Barbecue safety • Pool
safety • Vector Control

Orange County Fire Authority Station
7440 La Palma Ave, Buena Park, CA
For more information or to RSVP,
please call 714-525-6515.

Congratulations
to Luther Loehr
The local octogenarian recently participated in and won a Gold and two
Silver medals at the National Senior
Games held in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. Mr. Loehr represented
California in Swimming 200m events
for his age category.
Mr. Loehr was sponsored by the
Fullerton Family YMCA of Orange
County.
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Ray’s Hope: Student Volunteering
by Faith Hochgesang
Founder Rayanna Northgrave and her twin sister Abrielle Northgrave celebrated
two years of Ray’s Hope this March, a local nonprofit that seeks to bring essential
services to low-income members in our community.
The organization, which focuses mainly on hot meals and food drives, has an
ambitious mission of bringing students in the Fullerton School District a viable philanthropic opportunity that is both rewarding and feasible for student schedules. A
Fullerton High School student athlete herself, Rayanna has partnered alongside her
school’s NHS program and some family to cook and donate over a hundred hot
meals last fall.
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Left: Student
volunteers
pose with
homemade
meals
Right:
Rayanna &
Abrielle
Northgrave
making
lasagna
for Ray’s
Hope.

More recently, Ray’s Hope has branched out to provide service opportunities to
students at Fairmont Prep. The sisters hope to continue expanding their organization
to provide accredited service hours to other schools and organizations in this City,
including Love Fullerton.
For more information about Ray’s Hope, visit www.rays-hope.org or follow them
on Instagram @rays_hope_org.
Ray's Hope is under the Applause Foundation for the Performing Arts started by
Jolene Grinstead, grandma to Rayanna & Abrielle. EIN: 95-4644779

VIDEO OBSERVER
by Emerson Little © 2022

Rediscovering Gilman Park
On my way back from shopping in
Brea, I drove a half-mile east on
Associated Road, down Rolling Hills
Drive, and saw someone stepping over a
chain attached to a wooden fence into
what looked like a heavily wooded area.
Next to the fence, there was a sign for
park hours. I found out later that this
was Gilman Park.
Returning to Rolling Hills Drive a few
days later, I followed the same wooden
fence I saw before, and stepped over the
chain with my camera in hand. It was
here that I saw some of the tallest
sycamore and eucalyptus trees in
Fullerton. The tall mix of trees concealed a vast valley of green below.
Despite the extreme drought that we
find ourselves in, the grass, trees and
vegetation in the park seemed very
healthy.
I followed a shaded downhill dirt path
that eventually led to a large green field.
The trail looked as if it had been hardly
used. Overgrown grass surrounded both
sides of the trail. In the distance, I could
faintly see the tops of homes in the
neighboring suburb. Near the bottom,
the path split two ways—one leading to
an abandoned parking lot, and the other
leading toward the large field of grass.
The parking lot looked as if it hadn’t
been used in years, and a rusted metal
gate blocked any way for cars to enter
from the cul-de-sac at the end of

Treeview Place. There was a brown sign
by the lot that announced the name of
the park. It said that the park and parking lots are closed from sunset to 7am
and that all dogs must be on a leash; “No
running of dogs at large.”
In direct contrast, the bright green
field was wide and very open with
sycamores, eucalyptuses, and other trees
providing numerous areas of shade. The
valley of grass that made up most of the
park seemed like a good place for a picnic.
Gilman Park was one of the quietest
parks I’d ever visited in Fullerton. The
sounds of birds and running water from
the creek carried into the air. The creek
flowed out of a grate from one end of the
park to the other. The waterway divided
the grassy meadow from the isolated
parking lot. Stone barriers crossed the
stream, separating areas of water, acting
as filters, and creating small waterfalls.
Lilly pads and algae could also be found
in the stream, which was absolutely
beautiful and made for a tranquil atmosphere. However, there were pieces of
trash, such as a plastic shopping bag,
that had made their way into the area.
Following the water, I found a rustic
wooden bridge, one of four in the park,
that allowed for passage from one side
of the creek to the other. Crossing the
stream, I spotted two ducks swimming
around in the water searching for food.

A rustic wooden bridge allows passage from one side of the creek to the other.
Moving on, I picked up a large stick to
carry around with me because I had previously noticed signs that said, “Coyote
Sightings in Park.”
Leaving the valley behind, I hiked up
another dirt path that was so rarely used
that it was hard to tell it was even a path.
The trail led to an upper area of Gilman
Park that provided views of the valley
and creek below. Here, the lampposts,
which probably turned on at night,
looked old, rusted, and out of place. An
entrance to the nearby neighborhood
could be found in this upper part of the
park. Navigating my way down from the
top of the hill was particularly tricky as
the fallen leaves made sections of the
ground slippery. But I managed to get
down to the bottom without tripping and
falling.
Back at home, I researched information about Gilman Park, and found that
it has a rich history. Opening in 1978,
the 13.7-acre park was named after
Richard Gilman who founded the first
commercial Valencia orange grove in
California, according to the City of
Fullerton Parks and Recreation
Department webpage. From re-reading
the Mid-June 2015 issue of The
Observer, I learned that the western end
of the park was originally part of the
Gilman family home in 1906. A plaque
of Richard Gilman’s accomplishments
can be found on the CSUF campus. The
complete history of Gilman, his family,
as well as the park, is available at the
Local History Room within the
Fullerton Public Library. Gilman and
Hillcrest Park are the most well documented of all the parks in Fullerton.
Prior to 1979, the trees were small and
few, and there were a lot of bike paths
with one hill that was so sharp that some

locals at the time dubbed the place,
“Suicide Park.” This in turn inspired the
park architects to build two concrete
slides to make the hills safer. One slide
even went through a tunnel. They were
built by the City and intended for safe
use by kids. However, one or two
teenage cyclists who remembered the
park’s reputation as “suicide park”
decided to use the slide as a bike path,
making the City vulnerable to lawsuits.
For the most part, people used the slides
safely. There’s even Super Eight film
footage on YouTube of the slide, zip
line, tree house, and traditional play
equipment that used to exist at this park.
According to a Los Angeles Times article written in December 1992 by
Willson Cummer, the Fullerton City
Council voted to immediately remove
the 110-foot concrete slide, with many
members of the public speaking in favor
of saving the custom-built slide. In fact,
during the hearings, more than 20 neighbors spoke for three hours about the
slide. Gilman Park was a popular park
until the City Council decided to remove
all the equipment.
Today, the park is popular among people who live in the neighborhood, especially dog-walkers, but individuals living outside the neighborhood are barely
aware that the park exists. It’s a good
place to watch birds, hike amongst the
trees, photograph nature, and observe a
running stream of water with various
wildlife. This is definitely a park for
exploring and finding your way around
as quite a few of the pathways are
unclear and overgrown. Gilman Park is
located between E. Rolling Hills Drive
and Hartford Avenue at the border of
Fullerton and Placentia.
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" by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 15)
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NAME

ONDERS

Butterfly Tree mural is located at Orangethorpe Elementary.
PHOTO COURTESY OF KATHRINE ENGLAND

Katherine England:
Fullerton’s Muralist by Esha Salman
ACROSS
1. "Mad Men" actor Jon
5. Pop singer born Alecia Moore
9. Merriment
14. "Garfield" dog
15. "Zip-___-Doo-Dah"
16. Blessing preceder
17. Succeed in all one's endeavors,
so to speak
19. Lecherous looks
20. Rapper born Marshall Mathers
21. Drifting spots in the eye
23. And others, for short
25. Where It's at
26. Singer / Flamenco guitarist born
María Rosario Pilar Martínez
Molina Baeza
29. Veterans
35. "The Fountainhead" author Rand
36. "Me neither"
38. Alfafa or Buckwheat

39. Smooth-jazz singer born
Helen Adu
41. Little Caesar's fare
43. PBS science show
44. Not moving
46. Western writer Grey
48. "Blue Bloods" actor Cariou
49. Hi-fi monopolizer?
51. Rock singer born Gordon Sumner
53. Stage signal
54. ___ good example
56. It can be treated with insulin
61. Bronx Bomber
65. "I swear!"
66. Without question
68. Chili con ___
69. Jai ___
70. "Buy It Now" site
71. Decorative hairnet
72. Are in the past?
73. "American Beauty" actress Suvari

DOWN
1. Sewing machine inventor Elias
2. Take ___ view of
3. Short skirt
4. Nastier
5. La ___ Park (on Harbor Blvd.)
6. Dictator Amin
7. "Inventing Anna" friend Davis
8. Collapsed, with "over"
9. Sub-Saharan scourge
10. Rapper born Tracy Marrow
11. South Korea's first president
Syngman
12. Atmospheric pressure unit
13. "Bonanza" brother
18. ___ Range, in Wyoming
22. Left in the dust
24. Actress Loughlin of a college
admissions scandal
26. Spanish houses
27. Hilton competitor
28. "My Dinner with ___" (1981
30. Hip-hop singer born Melissa
Jefferson
31. AOL alternative

32. Gut grief
33. Poe bird
34. Like the answer to 29-Across
37. Decline to participate
40. Always, poetically
42. Sudden turns
45. Formally withdrew from
47. "Cómo ___?"
50. Variety show that ran for 26
seasons
52. Bicycle built for two
55. Steve Lawrence's partner Gorme
56. Medical pros
57. ___ instant (right away)
58. Farm prefix
59. Rock singer born Paul Hewson
60. After-Christmas event
62. Los Angeles Laker who wore
numbers 8 and 24
63. McGregor of "Trainspotting"
64. New-age singer born Eithne
Pádraigín Ní Bhraonáin
67. Not wide: Abbr.film)
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Katherine England is an artist who
uses her palette of imagination to bring
life to the gray areas of Fullerton by surrounding the town with different murals
that encapsulate its spirit.
England grew up in the Bay Area during the sixties where psychedelic colors
and movement were prominent parts of
her culture.
“I moved to Fullerton in 1986 and
there was only one piece of public artwork,” England said. “I started by painting murals on my kids’ school wall. I
used kids’ art as the inspiration for the
first murals we put up. Other schools
would come and see the murals at the
schools.”
She started an after-school program at
Sunset Lane Elementary School. “We
teach making public art as a career so a
lot of the murals you see around town
were actually made by junior high-aged
kids,” England said. “When kids see the
art, it helps them make the transition
from home to school. And they know it’s
a safe place for creativity.”
The mural in front of Golden Hill
Elementary School has 230 butterflies,
and the butterflies were all made by the
kids at the school out of glass. England,
as well as her after-school program,
brought supplies on campus. The kids
came in, assembled the butterflies, and
then her after-school program attached
them and installed them on the wall.
England always involves her community, whether it’s through drawings or
participation by local kids or institutions.
“We always meet with the community
and ask what matters to them. My style
is generally very flowy and psychedelic
because that's the sensibility I grew up
with and it keeps showing up,” England
said. “There seems to be a lot of movement and flowing in most of my murals

like birds moving or butterflies moving
or swirls moving or people moving. I’ve
noticed in our culture that no one stays
put for long anymore. Everybody just
moves constantly.”
Although these mystery murals around
Fullerton each depict a different scene
and a different memory to go along with
it, they all convey the same hidden veil
that England hopes that each viewer can
uncover through their imagination.
“The purpose of any kind of installation is to transport somebody and to give
somebody an aha-moment,” England
said. “We live in a world where everyone is so used to something looking a
certain way. When we come across
something that trips us up a little bit and
distracts us from the mundane we see
every day, those are the aha-moments.
You never know when you’re going to
be surprised by something or if you’re
going to be transformed for even a
moment out of the mundaneness for
even existing day to day and the habits
we have of how we see things. Even if
it's to make you feel uncomfortable for a
little bit. It’s to disrupt, mostly in a good
way but sometimes in an uncomfortable
way, just the normalness of our daily
routines. You can create any environment you want, but people get caught up
in what it's supposed to be.”
England’s visions throughout her artwork each commemorate different
aspects of her perception of Fullerton,
and she inspires all her viewers by making them question their linear behaviors
towards statement pieces. Artists such as
Katherine England bring vivid colors
that break through the patterns of conformity and help citizens feel safe and
inspired.
To view more:
www.katherineengland.com
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Jeffrey Hagedorn 1975-2022
Jeffrey Hagedorn, formerly
of Fullerton CA, passed away
unexpectedly on March 12,
2022, in Palm Springs CA.
Jeff was born March 22,
1975 in Fullerton CA to Alan
and Patricia Hagedorn. He
attended El Dorado High
School and spent most of his
life in various cities in Orange County.
He was a successful sales person, initially working for a marketing company, progressing to a sales professional
in the mortgage industry.
Jeff enjoyed camping, boating, and
off-road motor sports with his son. He
loved to work on cars and trucks, and
he had a talent for fixing anything
mechanical. He was an ardent animal
lover and adored his Pitbull Hans. His
family was important to him, especially his son Jeff, of whom he was most
proud.

Jeff attended the Bridge
Calvary Church in Cathedral
City and became active in the
church.
During the last few years,
Jeff had some health issues
which prevented him from
working, however he made
his family proud by his ability
to stay optimistic in the face of a long
road to recovery.
Jeff leaves behind a son Jeffrey
Hagedorn Jr., his parents Alan
Hagedorn and Patty Hagedorn; his
stepmother Ghee Hagedorn; a brother
Christopher Hagedorn; a stepbrother
Gilbert Munoz, and many friends.
A funeral service was held 1pm May
24, 2022 at McAulay & Wallace
Mortuary, Fullerton.
Interment was at Memory Garden
Memorial Park in Brea CA in a private
ceremony.

Jay Donald Tesch, DDS 1937-2022
Jay Donald Tesch was born on
October 22, 1937 in Denver, Colorado
to Arthur and Mildred Tesch. He
passed away on May 9, 2022. He lived
in Denver until 1957 when he and his
parents and grandmother moved to CA
so he could attend the University of
Southern California. He was accepted
into USC Dental School and graduated
in 1962.
Upon graduation, Jay volunteered to
serve as a dentist in the US Air Force.
He served as a Captain for two years
and was stationed at Kirtland Air
Force Base in Albuquerque, NM.
Jay and Jane were married on
August 12, 1961. They had met as students at USC Dental School. In July
1964, after an honorable discharge

they returned to CA.
Jay started his dental practice in
Fullerton, CA in August 1964 and
retired in March 1997. During those
years, he developed a very successful
dental practice. He and his wife, a dental hygienist, enjoyed working together over those years.
He is survived by his wife Jane of 60
years, and four nephews, Robert,
David, Jon, and Daniel Price and their
families. A private funeral will be held
followed by a military salute at the
graveside.
A celebration of Jay's life will occur
at a later date.
Jay will be greatly missed, but we
were all blessed by having our lives
touched by him.

Dr. Jackie R. See 1941-2022
On the morning of May
2, 2022, Dr. Jackie R. See
passed away at his home in
Fullerton. He is survived
by his wife Anita of 53
years, and sons Mark See
of Winnett, Montana and
David See of Long Beach.
He was pre-deceased by his
oldest son Darryl. Jack is
also survived by his brother
Dean and family in Fresno,
California and his sister Anita and her
family in Glendale, California.
Jack was born in Washington,
Missouri October 31, 1941. He was
the second son of Dayton and Ardath
See. His parents were educators and
farmers. In the 1940s the family was
living in Iowa. Growing up on the
farm Jack collected Indian arrowheads
that he found while working in the
fields and found time to achieve the
rank of Eagle Scout while a member
of the Boy Scouts.
In 1955, the family relocated from
Dexter, Iowa to Lancaster, California.
Jack attended Antelope Valley High as
well as the local community college.
He was an outstanding athlete and
played football, basketball, and baseball. He earned his undergraduate
degree from UC Riverside where he
also pitched for their baseball team.
He subsequently graduated from the
UC Irvine School of Medicine. After

graduation he served from
1969 to 1972 in the US
Navy where he attained the
rank
of
Lieutenant
Commander.
Following his service in
the military he completed
his
Residency
and
Cardiology Fellowship at
Huntington
Memorial
Hospital and the Peter
Bent Brigham Hospital at
Harvard Medical School. Dr. See
always combined his patient care with
research. He was published in peer
reviewed journals, lectured, invented,
patented developed and marketed
enabling technology.
He was active in the fields of angioplasty, ultrasound devices, pharmaceuticals, MRI and CT imaging
agents. He developed liposomal drug
delivery systems as well as stem cell
biologic pathway activity.
Jack also loved the outdoors and
enjoyed fishing, hunting as well as
being involved in gold mining ventures.
He maintained ownership of family
farmlands in Missouri. Some of this
acreage has been in the family since
1830. He was a student of his family’s
history and went out of his way to
maintain family relationships.
Plans for a private Memorial service
are pending.

Donald A. Terry 1947-2022
Planes, trains, and
automobiles is a good
description of Don and
his lifelong hobbies and
interests. Born to
Agatha Watkins Terry
and Major Raggio
Terry on June 6, 1947
at Long Beach Hospital
and succombing after
having fought a brave
battle against lung cancer on April 29, 2022.
He and his buddies spent many an
adventurous afternoon playing at the
Santa Paula Airport. His love of cars
began with him assembling model cars
until becoming of age and buying his
first car, a 1956 Chevy Bel Air (no
post) Coupe.
He met several lifelong friends at his
Grandmother's nursery school, going
on to graduate from Santa Paula High
School in 1965. He then attended the
next two years at Ventura College,
transferring to Cal State Fullerton in
the Fall of 1967. This was the beginning of Don spending the rest of his
life in Fullerton, CA.
While attending CSUF, he made
many lifelong friends/brothers, having
joined the Delta Chi Fraternity and
having close associations with brothers in the Sigma Phi Fraternity, a few

who were in attendance
until the end of this lifetime, sending him off to
the next adventure with
love.
He is survived by his
dedicated and loving
wife Julie Marble, his
younger
brother
Michael Terry (and his
significant
other
Archina Scott), brotherin-law Tom Simmons and sister-inlaw Carol Sadowsky, stepchild and
spouse Keili and Cori Marble Steele,
stepdaughter and husband Sierra and
Travis Marble Wilson, fraternity
brothers Michael Standley, Brian
Yendel, Doug Landren and childhood
"brothers" Ted Staley, Larry Price,
Danny Dodson, and Paul Yamamoto.
There will be a celebration to honor
Don's next great journey on Sunday,
June 5, at the Hill Top Banquet Center,
Fullerton Elks Lodge No. 1993, located at 1400 Elks View Lane, Fullerton,
CA 92835, beginning at noon. Please
wear your favorite Hawaiian or Hot
Rod shirt as Don would want everyone
to be comfortable.
We will forever adore and remember
you and will stand taller and stronger
having known you as husband, brother
and friend.

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” –Proverbs 22:6
Sunday school & Child Care available during all services
Sunday Service & Sunday school at 10 am
Wednesday Testimony Meeting at 7:30 pm
Our Reading Room is open Mon – Wed, Fri & Sat from 10 am to 1 pm

First Church of Christ, Scientist
1300 N Raymond Avenue, Fullerton 92831
Office (714) 525-4062
Reading Room (714) 525-2649
christiansciencefullerton.com csfullerton@sbcglobal.net
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Nancy Irene Tetreault 1934-2022
Nancy passed away
peacefully on May 13,
2022 with her sons by her
side. Nancy was preceded
in death by her husband
Albert, Mother Lillian
Irene Ainsworth, Father
John Murch, and brothers
Kenneth and Thomas
Murch. She is survived by
her sister Bonnie and brother John.
Nancy was born in Brockton,
Massachusetts
but
considered
Fullerton, CA her home where she
spent 46 years of her life with her husband and raising her sons Albert Jr,
Michael, Thomas, and Gregory.
Nancy worked for the Washburn
Candy Co where she met her Husband

Patricia Gallio Del Giorgio Florentine

Albert. During Albert’s
Military career, Nancy
lived in Massachusetts,
Hawaii, and ended up in
California. She also was
gifted 4 grandchildren:
Mikayla, Julianne, Valerie
and Vance.
She loved her home in
Fullerton, enjoying her
gardens, flowers, and visits from her
best friend Irene Cowan. Nancy was
also an avid bowler, sometimes being
on multiple teams.
Nancy will be remembered as a very
loving mother, an incredibly supporting wife but mostly…a beautiful
human being. We will miss you, Mom.

Katherine “Kae” Agnes Thomas 1929-2022
Katherine
“Kae”
Agnes Thomas, age 93,
a long-time resident of
Fullerton, CA passed
peacefully on May 1,
2022 after a brief illness.
Born in 1929 to
Elizabeth and Allen
Lynch, Kae grew up in
Des Moines, Iowa along
with her brother Dennis
and her sister Margaret. Kae went
away to college to the University of
Iowa in Iowa City and graduated with
a degree in Art and in History. While
at the University Kae participated in
the two sports open to women at the
time, golf and synchronized swimming. She went on to get her Masters
in Social Working at Washington
University in St. Louis. She took that
degree and got a job in New York in
Harlem.
Kae married Clifford Oliver Thomas
in 1959. They moved to Downey, CA,
as Cliff had a job with Rockwell
International at that time. They then
moved to Fullerton, when Cliff got a
job with Autonetics, designing lenses
for the Apollo spaceship. It was there
they had their three children.
Kae was an active and supportive

parent, participating in
Girl Scouts and Boy
Scouts, church groups,
Pop Warner Football, and
softball. Kae was a member of the Girl Scouts for
68 years.
Kae dabbled in ceramics, took a wood working
class at Fullerton College
for decades in which she
made doors, clocks, desks, side tables
and chests. She learned how to silk
screen, and this became a lucrative
side business for years. Kae could
often be found fixing cars, plumbing,
doing electrical work, replacing windows and the like.
Kae found her true passion in life in
the early 1980s, when she became a
Farmer’s Market Manager. She at one
time managed three different markets,
and helped to integrate the WIC program into the Southern California
markets so low income families could
shop at the markets for fresh produce
with Food Stamps.
Kae is survived by her three children: Allen M Thomas, Patricia A
Thomas, and James T Thomas. Kae
was predeceased by her husband,
Clifford Oliver Thomas, in 1976.

1945 - 2022

Surrounded by her loving family, Pat received her
angel wings. For the past seven months, she put up
a fearless fight against gastric and esophageal cancer.
Pat is survived by her husband Tony Florentine,
son Michael Del Giorgio and his girlfriend Tracy
Kish, daughter Gina Del Giorgio, brother Bob and
Vickie Gallio and their family, brother Bil and Karen
Gallio and their family. Father Mike Gallio, brother
Larry, and mother Irene preceded her in death.
Pat’s wish was that, in lieu of flowers, donations
be made to “No Stomach for Cancer” (https://nostomachforcancer.org/), “Pathways of Hope”
(https://www.pohoc.org/, or a charity of the donor’s
choice.
A Celebration of Pat’s Life will be held on Saturday, June 4 at the Pavilion
at the Fullerton Arboretum from 11am to 3pm.

Mary Charles Wu
Mary Charles Wu
passed away peacefully
on Saturday, May 14,
2022 with her husband
Richard at her bedside.
Mary was born April 2,
1944 in Bonham, Texas
to Mary Ethel Hooker
Rigsby and Sgt Charles
Rigsby, U.S. Army.
Charles was killed in
action at the Battle of the Bulge in
1945, close to the end of World War II.
In 1949, her mother married Bill
Stephens and they made their home in
Sherman, Texas. Bill encouraged
Mary to keep her ties with the Rigsby
Family, which she did throughout her
life.
Mary graduated from Sherman High
School in 1962. She attended the
University of Texas at Austin and East
Texas State University where she
earned her bachelor degree in elementary education.
During a New Years Eve Party in
1968, Mary met Richard Wu and they
were married on June 28, 1969. At the
time, Richard was employed by Texas
Instruments in Richardson, Texas.
In 1974, Mary and Richard relocated
to Fullerton, CA. A long-awaited baby
entered their lives in 1976. Richie

1944-2022

William Wu was the light
of their lives.
Richard was employed
by Hughes Aircraft in
Fullerton and Mary began
teaching with the Buena
Park School District.
During her career as an
educator, her assignments
included teacher at Beatty
and Gilbert Elementary,
assistant principal at Gilbert
Elementary and Buena Park Junior
High, and principal at Pendleton and
Emery Elementary Schools. Mary
received her administrative degree
from Azusa Pacific University. While
working at Gilbert Elementary, she
was a member of the team that applied
for
and
received
the
first
Distinguished School Award for the
Buena Park Elementary School
District.
Mary is survived by her husband of
53 years Richard, brother Larry and
wife Cathy Stephens, nephew Derek
and wife Anice Stephens, great
nephew Will, great niece Sloane,
brother-in-law Alan Wu, and sister-inlaw Judy Gu.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to the ASPCA or Providence St.
Jude Hospital in Fullerton, CA.

CLASSIFIEDS

SEND CLASSIFIED ADS TO ADS@FULLERTONOBSERVER.COM: ALL INFORMATION MUST ACCOMPANY A NAME, STREET ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER AND PAYMENT IN FULL
OR THEY WILL NOT BE PRINTED. CLASSIFIED ADS ARE $40 PER 40 WORDS, $12 PER PHOTO/IMAGE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO NOT PRINT ADS DEEMED INAPPROPRIATE FOR OUR PAPER.

EMPLOYMENT
JOBS with CITY OF FULLERTON
303 W. Commonwealth Ave. • (714) 738-6361 www.cityoffullerton.com
Human Resources Technician
Police Officer Trainee
FT - $4K - $6,127 Monthly
FT - $6,290.09 - $6,934.89 Monthly
Mechanic II
Civil Engineer
FT- $4K - $5,104 Monthly
FT $7- $9+K Mo
Police Officer Lateral Academy
Director of Community &
FT - $6,290 - $8,640 Monthly
Economic Development
Library Division Manager
FT $135,950- $203,926 Annually
FT - $76,835 - $98,072 Annually
Homeless Outreach Case Manager
Payroll Technician Serie
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)
FT - $4,186 - $6,127 Monthlys
- $20- $25 Hourly
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PUZZLE
MASTER
Valerie
Brickey
was born in
Fullerton and
returned to raise
her family here.
She has been
contributing
puzzles since
2014.
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Thousands Turn Out to Rally for
Reproductive Rights by Anthony Robert
Demonstrators gathered at Centennial country know that the majority do not
Regional Park in Santa Ana on Saturday, agree with the Supreme Court,” adding
May 14 for a rally hosted by the Planned that she believes that the Women’s
Parenthood of San Bernardino and Health Protection Act needs to be an
Orange Counties to protest the Supreme urgent priority for the nation’s lawmakCourt’s draft decision in Dobbs v. ers in order to protect abortion rights.
Jackson Women’s Health Organization,
Another rally attendee, who identified
which would overturn the Roe v. Wade herself to The Observer as Jasmine, said
decision from 1973 that gave American she attended the rally as the abortion
women the right to decide whether or issue was crucial to her. “I’ve been
not to have an abortion for privacy rea- going to Planned Parenthood for ten
sons.
plus years now, and I’ve actually had an
Over 4,000 protesters, many of whom experience of my own. Through Planned
donned signs with messages such as Parenthood and living in California, I
“Abortion is a Civil Right” and “Bans feel so blessed to have this community
off Our Bodies,” stood in a
and people that I feel are
grassy field and listened to a
supporting me.”
variety of speakers, all of
Around 10 to 15 anti-abor“I have
whom roundly condemned
tion
counter-protesters
the draft decision and its a good, positive arrived during the rally, often
effects on American women. feeling for the getting into arguments and
One of the rally’s main
even a scuffle or two with
future, even
speakers,
California
the rally’s attendees over the
though we
Lieutenant Governor Eleni
abortion issue. Some of their
are standing language seemed intended to
Kounalakis, said, “We have
in front
seen enough in the history of
provoke the abortion rights
our country to really underof some very supporters, with their signs
stand what it is that the right
dark times.” showing pictures of aborted
wing is doing in attacking
fetuses and messages such
this fundamental freedom.
as, “Thou shalt not kill.” The
Lisa Del Sesto
They are trying to disem- LBOC Women Rising counter-protesters distribpower women. They don’t
uted anti-abortion literature
like us to be so strong. They
to attendees in both English
don’t like us to be so powerand Spanish from the Liberty
ful. They don’t like our loud voices Baptist Church in Norwalk.
demanding a seat at the table in our own
Both police officers and private secugovernment.”
rity guards were present throughout the
In addition to Kounalakis, many rally to both protect the speakers and for
Orange County activists and politicians crowd control purposes, with no inciat many levels of government, all dents occurring throughout the rally.
Democrats, also spoke at the rally, with
Overall, the mood at the rally was surthe line-up including Congresswoman prisingly upbeat and energetic given the
Katie Porter, State Senator Dave Min, potential setbacks for the cause of aborand Democratic Party of Orange County tion rights, although plenty of boos and
Chair Ada Briceño. Both of Fullerton’s groans emanated from the crowd whenState Senators Josh Newman and Tom ever the rally’s speakers mentioned the
Umberg, the latter of whom is running Supreme Court in their speeches.
for re-election this November, also
“It was peaceful and empowering,”
appeared at the rally although they did Jasmine said, adding that she felt a sense
not speak.
of community from the presence of
Lisa Del Sesto, a Circle Coordinator other attendees. About her impressions
with the LBOC Women Rising, a femi- of the future, Lisa Del Sesto said, “I
nist organization serving the Long have a good, positive feeling for the
Beach and North Orange County areas, future, even though we are standing in
said that the main purpose of the rally front of some very dark times.”
was about “letting everyone in this

The Day of Music

ANNUAL MUSIC FESTIVAL FOR THE COMMUNITY

Coming June 21
Noon to 8:30pm
Downtown Plaza

This event would feature three stages,
one on the Downtown Plaza, and two on Wilshire Ave.

City Market

THURSDAYS
• 4:30-8:30pm City Market Delicious food &
live music to enjoy.
Fullerton Museum Plaza 125 E. Wilshire Ave
LIVE MUSIC
June 2 –––––––HOT ROD TRIO
June 9 –––––––THE SPLIT

Farmers Market

EVERY WEDNESDAY
•
8:30am-12:30pm:
Fullerton’s Certified Farmers
Market. Shop for farm fresh
organic fruit, vegetables, &
more.
Fullerton Community Center
340 W. Commonwealth Ave.

Ballot Drop Box Locations in Fullerton
available 24/7 until June 7 at 8pm
•A.R. Mart: 1701 W. Orangethorpe Ave
•Fullerton College: 321 E. Chapman Ave
•Fullerton Fire Station #6: 2691 Rosecrans Ave
•Metrolink Station: 120 E. Santa Fe Ave
•Fullerton Municipal Airport: 4011 W. Commonwealth Ave

Fullerton
residents
attended
rally in
Santa Ana
with several
thousands
to advocate
for women’s
right over
their own
bodies.
There were a
few people in
opposition
as well.
Simular rallies were
held around
the nation.
PHOTOS BY
ANTHONY
ROBERT

