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 by Jesse La Tour 
 

A new state law (Assembly Bill 481) 
aims to give City Council and the public 
more insight and participation in 
whether or not and how police depart-
ments obtain and use military equip-
ment. 

The law requires every law enforce-
ment agency in the State to adopt a 
Military Equipment Policy, and to have 
their governing body (City Council) 
approve the policy, which includes a 
detailed inventory of each department’s 
military equipment along with an expla-
nation of the purpose and cost of the 
equipment. The law also allows the pub-
lic to give input on their police depart-
ment’s policy and use of military equip-
ment. 

At the April 19 City Council meeting, 
Fullerton Police Cpl. Mike McCaskill 
gave a brief presentation on FPD’s mili-
tary equipment and policy, and Council 
approved it unanimously with almost no 
discussion. 

The only Council question was from 
Ahmad Zahra, who asked, “This is a 
State law we are codifying?” 

McCaskill said, “This is a state law 
that requires we ask your permission to 
have the equipment we already have.” 

No members of the public commented 
on the item. McCaskill said the policy 
has been posted on the Police 
Department’s website for a month, and 
they have received no questions or com-
ments from the public. 

see “Military Equipment” page 13

State Legislation 
Seeks to Address 
Housing Crisis

by Anthony Robert   
Affordable housing is one of 

California’s most pressing problems. 
The OC Register recently reported that 
the median price of a home in Orange 
County has reached $1 million, just as 
the median home price statewide is just 
under $800,000, the most expensive in 
the country after Hawaii. 

This has many additional ramifica-
tions outside of the real estate world, as 
well; California lost a quarter of a mil-
lion residents between July 2020 and 
July 2021, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, and has also lost political repre-
sentation and power in Congress and the 
Electoral College. California’s employ-
ers are finding it hard to attract top talent 
despite a booming economy.  

The stakes in this situation are person-
al, as well. An untold number of friend-
ships have ended and families have split 
apart due to this lack of affordable hous-
ing as people keep moving away from 
California. Most alarmingly, California 
now has over 161,000 unhoused or 
homeless people, the largest number of 
any state in this country, and the bulk of 
them had previously lived here before 
becoming homeless. 

see “Housing Crisis” page 17

Richman Community Survey results are in and Egleth Nuncci discusses neighborhood concerns  
on our Observing Fullerton podcast with host Urooj Naveed. PHOTO BY ADRIAN MEZA. READ MORE ON PAGE 15.

New Law Gives Public 
a Say on Police 

Military Equipment

see “DA Candidate Forum” page 3

DA INCUMBENT  
MISSES FORUM, 
YET CRITICIZES  

OPPONENT by Jane Rands 
The Orange County District Attorney 

(DA) Todd Spitzer was “unavailable” 
for the candidate forum on April 25 
hosted by the ACLU, OCCORD 
(Orange County Communities 
Organized for Responsible 
Development), and other non-profits 
who do not endorse candidates. The 
three challenging Sptizer on the June 7 
ballot attended the event that attracted 
over 65 people in-person at the Delhi 
Center in Santa Ana and 2,000 who 
attended via social media. 

Attorney and former deputy DA 
Michael Jacobs, Pete Hardin, also an 
attorney and former deputy DA, and 
federal attorney Bryan Chehock, mostly 
avoided making personal attacks against 

Fullerton Library  
is an Official  

Voting Center 
 

8am to 5pm  
Sat, May 28 to Tue, June 7  
A Vote Center is more than a tradi-
tional polling place—it's a full-ser-
vice voting experience. Cast your 
ballot at any location, stop by on the 
weekend, and even register to vote. 
Explore all of the benefits of Vote 
Center voting, all designed to 
improve the voter experience. 
 

Library Conference Center 
353 W Commonwealth Ave  

(714) 738-6333

City Councilmember Ahmad Zahra has been raising funds independently to revive 
and restore the eight separate murals at Lemon Park and the Lemon underpass, one at 
a time. The first murals to be restored will be the “Car Mural” & “The Town I Live 
In.” Local artist Andrew Stirdivant will be working on it, with consulting by Higgy 
Vasquez, son of famed local muralist Emigdio Vasquez.  

The murals were originally produced with assistance from community youth in the 
late 1970s. According to Zahra, “We are hoping to have local youth participate [in the 
restoration] too.” Residents can donate to help restore the murals at 
https://donorbox.org/lemon-street-mural

Donate to Revive Lemon St. Murals

SUNNY HILLS  
POST OFFICE  
is Open for Business 

Mon thru Fri 9 am to 5pm
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The Fullerton Observer Community 
Newspaper, founded by Ralph and 
Natalie Kennedy, Roy and Irene 
Kobayashi, and other friends in 1978, is 
staffed by local volunteers who create, 
publish, and distribute the paper through-
out our community.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one- 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
 

10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  
are distributed throughout Fullerton  

and sent through the mail to subscribers  
every two weeks except only once  

in January, July & August.  
   

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 
 Subscriptions are $35 per year. 
Sign up and pay with autopay at 

www.fullertonobserver.com 
or by check with name & address to:  

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton CA 92834-7051 

________________________________ 
 

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
email: ads@fullertonobserver.com, 

call (714) 525-6402, or visit us online at  
www.fullertonobserver.com  

& click on advertise 
________________________________ 
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The Mid May 2022 issue  

will hit the stands on May 16.  
SUBMISSION and AD deadline: 

May 9.

The World Feels Different 
From Vacation in Mexico 

 The world feels different from here, 
here being Puerto Vallarta Mexico. I 
know I feel different—more relaxed, 
peaceful, and balanced. Yes, I realize 
that the world is still in chaos, that the 
United States, if not in a civil war, is in 
a civility war—and both sides are los-
ing. 

My more relaxed attitude is not denial. 
I see and feel the pain in Ukraine. I’m 
horrified by the slaughter and by 
America’s, up till now, slow walk of 
what the Ukrainians need to defend 
themselves against the invasion and 
scorched earth destruction and mass 
killing of civilians. I’m infuriated by our 
linguistic games. “Yes,” we say, 
“Ukraine can have Poland’s Russian-
made MIGS.”  They can have them but 
only if Poland gives them directly to the 
Ukrainians. We won’t deliver them our-
selves. Thus, we engage in legalisms 
while Ukrainians are being slaughtered. 
According to us, it’s not about the 
weapons but the delivery. 

Meanwhile, in an abundance of wish-
ful thinking, “experts” on the Net are 
diagnosing Putin with thyroid cancer 
and/or Parkinson’s. Our policy is to 
hope that God or nature takes over and 
rids us of this malignant monster. 

In the same vein, Republicans, no 
longer content to say that President 
Biden has “lost a step,” now have 
“experts” diagnosing President Biden 
with cognitive decline and even demen-
tia. His every stutter and stammer 
“prove” him to be unfit. I don’t know if 
they truly believe their remote diag-
noses, but increasingly the public does. 
They forget that Biden was never a 
slick-tongued devil but always a charis-
ma-challenged but hardworking politi-
cian. He was elected on a very simple 
and true promise: He was not Trump and 
would turn down the volume.  Well, he 
is not Trump. Yes, he did turn down the 
volume, but the opposition is still 
yelling. Hell, if Democrats can’t let go 
of Trump (and Trump doesn’t want any-

one, except the DOJ, to let go of him), 
then Republicans can’t let go of Obama, 
whom Tucker Carlson still refers to as “a 
would-be king who hates America.” 

We seem uncomfortable with straight 
criticism, or even theological categories. 
Thus, Putin is physically or mentally ill, 
not simply evil, and Biden is demented 
and not just wrong on certain policies. 
We are psychologizing and medicalizing 
political analysis and it is, at best, only 
pseudo-science. It gives a veneer of 
seemingly scientifically precise patholo-
gies to people and policies whom we 
simply don’t like.  

I don’t love Governor Ron DeSantis of 
Florida, but he’s not crazy. I actively dis-
like Sen. Ted Cruz, but he’s neither 
crazy nor stupid—only deeply cynical. 
I’m pretty upset with 
Attorney General Merrick 
Garland, not for what he is 
doing but for what he is 
either not doing or is pro-
ceeding at a pace that would 
make Hamlet look decisive. 

On the good side of the 
balance sheet, as seen from a 
physical distance and with-
out the ambient noise of 
American society (which 
needs Ambien to block it 
out) there are also good 
things happening in our 
world. The French election 
and Macron’s victory over 
right wing, anti-NATO and 
French ethno-nationalist 
LePen keeps France in 
NATO and in leadership of 
western Europe. The defeat 
of Slovenian strong man, Janez Jansa, is 
also good for Europe and goes against 
the strongman trend of Hungary’s Orban 
and Belarus’ Lukashenko, who is a 
strong man at home but a weak man as 
well as Putin’s puppet.  

Of course, I’m still aware of China’s 
hideous oppression of the Uyghurs and 
India’s marginalization of their Muslim 

citizens. I’m still repelled by American 
violence against people of color, too 
often under cover of authority. Also dis-
turbing is our remarkable number of gun 
deaths, about which we are prepared to 
do exactly nothing.   

Yes, I know that Elon Musk has 
bought Twitter and promises unfettered 
free speech. This might sound like a 
good idea, but free speech can also be 
incendiary and untrue and designed not 
to inform but inflame. The consolidation 
of mass media into fewer and fewer 
hands is troubling. We may have the 
wild west on the Net, but uncurated it 
can be a sewer. I’m not clear which is 
worse, the large media empires control-
ling content with fewer owners of papers 
and TV networks, or single wealthy 
individuals buying their own private 
fiefdoms—Elon Musk now of Twitter 
and Jeff Bezos owning the Washington 
Post. 

I am still connected and know what’s 
going on, both at home and abroad, and 
yes, even here in Puerto Vallarta. I know 
the corruption in Mexican government 
from the top down. I’m aware of the 

non-democratic tendencies 
of President Obrador. Even 
this week, just two miles 
from my seaside paradise, 
the military, police, and 
“Federales” swooped in 
with automatic weapons, 
trucks of soldiers, and multi-
ple helicopters to capture a 
cartel warlord. Two were 
shot in this massive opera-
tion. 

So, how to explain my 
serenity, particularly given 
that I still have most of the 
information? I have not 
turned the TV on, not once. I 
have heard no screaming 
pundits. I have not screamed 
back at said screaming pun-
dits. I have not viewed live 
commentary given by biased 

network “contributors.” I have not heard 
the dramatic music that introduces 
“BREAKING NEWS.” 

I still read and learn. I stay connected 
to the pain and pleasure but am not 
manipulated by our visual media. Yes, 
the view of the bay plays a part. The 
swaying palm trees calm, and the tequila 
doesn’t hurt.

 
  

I’m not clear 
which is worse, 
the large media 

empires  
controlling  

content with 
fewer owners,  

or single 
wealthy  

individuals  
buying their 
own private  

fiefdoms.

The seemingly ordinary and common-
place act of pumping gas, in broad day-
light at a busy Fullerton intersection 
turned into a horrifying and costly expe-
rience for me on April 1. 

I was in the process of paying for and 
pumping gas on the passenger side when 
a car pulled up next to the driver’s side 
of my car. A woman jumped out, opened 
my car door, and grabbed my purse, 
which was on the seat on the passen-
ger’s side. This all happened in seconds. 
She then jumped into an accomplice’s 
car and they were gone. I was busy pay-
ing for and pumping my gas and didn’t 
see or hear anything on the opposite side 
of my large SUV. 

In an instant, the calmness and pre-
dictability of my suburban life was shat-
tered. Gone was my purse containing 
car key, house key, driver’s license, 
credit cards, money, health and vaccina-
tion cards, and myriad other essentials. 

My shock and fear were enormous. I 
immediately called 911 and was trans-
ferred to the Fullerton Police 
Department. They said an officer would 
not be able to arrive for about an hour. 

A Cautionary Tale

They took my information and opened 
an incident file, but I was worried about 
the security of my home and as soon as 
my husband arrived with a second car 
key, I sped home to be sure the thief 
hadn’t attempted to break in. 

My next step after phoning the police 
was to call my credit card company to 
disable my card. The thieves had already 
attempted to charge over $500 in mer-
chandise with my card but fortunately 
the purchases were declined by the cred-
it card company. 

That night, we called a locksmith to 
change our locks, I went online to down-
load a temporary driver’s license. I 
ordered a new credit card and listed all 
the vendors who are automatically paid 
by the old card. They would have to be 
notified. 

While ticking off these tasks gave me 
a sense of control, I was very fearful that 
the thieves might be casing my neigh-
borhood, preparing to break in or steal 
my car. I wanted to have whatever infor-
mation about the accomplice’s car that 
was shown in the gas station video but to 
date, I have been unable to watch the 
video or receive any information about 
what was shown during the theft. The 
officer on scene said he viewed the 
video but couldn’t see the license plate. 

I understand this but would have been 
comforted to know something about the 
car. This has not been forthcoming. 

I take some responsibility for what 
happened to me, and this is where the 
cautionary tale comes in. I had not 
locked my car while pumping gas.  
Again, I was in a seemingly safe neigh-
borhood at 5:30 in the evening. I never 
moved away from my car. People were 
on the street and purchasing gas around 
me. I felt safe. Unfortunately, no one 
stepped up to provide any eyewitness 
information. Perhaps they too didn’t see 
anything. In the future, I will always 
place my purse in a safe location and 
lock my car when pumping gas. I was 
told by the gas station manager that this 
type of crime is becoming “very com-
mon.” I didn’t know this. And this is 
where the media, as well as police 
departments can and should play a vital 
role in educating the community. We all 
need to be made aware that crime comes 
in various forms. A seemingly safe and 
normal act of putting gas on one’s car 
can sometimes result in a life-changing 
crime. 

 Sadly, I will never again feel quite as 
safe in my suburban neighborhood. 

  
Bobbie C., Fullerton

Letter to Editor:
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DA Candidate 
Forum  

continued from front page

League of Women Voters of Orange County presents:

CANDIDATE FORUM FOR 
Orange County District Attorney

• You must register at https://my.lwv.org/califor-
nia/north-orange-county in advance to attend the 
forum. 
• Questions must be submitted on the registration 
form no later than Friday, May 6 at 6:00 pm. Up to 
two questions may be submitted. 
• Questions may be addressed to a particular candi-
date, but all candidates will be given an opportunity 
to reply. 
• All questions will be reviewed prior to the forum 
to eliminate duplicate and inappropriate questions. 
• The forum will be recorded and available after the 
forum on YouTube at 
https://youtube.com/user/LWVOC 

Get nonpartisan  
information about 
everything on your  

ballot at 
votersedge.org/ca

The League of Women Voters is an organization that does not endorse candidates or 
political parties. It does encourage the informed and active participation of citizens.

Tuesday, May 10 - 7 to 8:30 pm -Via Zoom 
Candidates for Orange County District Attorney:  

Bryan Chehock, Pete Hardin, Michael A. Jacobs, & Todd Spitzer

Resident Files Appeal of Goodman 
Logistics Expansion by Matthew Leslie

The City has approved an adjacent 
development seemingly as part of the 65 
acre Goodman Logistics Center (GLC) 
located on the block bound by Acacia 
Ave., Orangethorpe Ave, State College 
Blvd., and Kimberly Ave. Kimberly-
Clark manufactured paper products on 
the site before closing in 2020. In 2021, 
in the process of building four large dis-
tribution warehouses, GLC demolished 
all of the Kimberly-Clark structures, and 
bulldozed over 10 acres of mature pines, 
heirloom pecans, persimmons, avoca-
dos, and citrus trees that were home to a 
substantial population of birds and other 
wildlife. 

The additional site is at 1201-1223 
South State College Blvd., just south of 
the main GLC project, and is occupied 
by a nearly 25,000 square foot industrial 
building. The 12-unit building housed 
several commercial tenants who had to 
relocate their businesses when GLC pur-
chased the property for approximately 
$5 million. Several of the business own-
ers have had difficulty finding afford-
able replacement locations, and have 
had to move out of Fullerton.  

GLC plans to use the new site for 
“overflow truck trailer parking for the 
previously approved Goodman 
Logistics Center Fullerton Project,” 
according to a March 17 memorandum 
prepared by Fullerton Associate Planner 

Edgardo Caldera. The memorandum 
notes that the new site was not part of 
the original project’s approval. 

The parking overflow site was 
approved by the City’s Zoning 
Administrator, Greg Pfost, who also 
serves as Fullerton’s Interim Director of 
Community and Economic 
Development. The Director of 
Community and Economic 
Development is allowed to approve 
Minor Site Plans, while Major Site Plans 
are heard by the City’s Planning 
Commission. 

Local community activist Jane Reifer 
has filed an appeal of the recent truck 
parking overflow approval, claiming 
that the project should have gone before 
the city’s full Planning Commission 
instead of being approved solely by the 
Zoning Administrator. Reifer disputes 
that the new project qualified for a 
Minor Site Plan review, citing Chapter 
15.47 of the Fullerton Municipal Code 
that provides guidelines for differentiat-
ing between a Minor or  a Major Site 
Plan. She contends that the review 
should have been considered as a Major 
Site Plan, and as a new project with its 
own environmental analysis and 
Planning Commission approval. 

 In her correspondence to Pfost object-
ing to the Minor Site Plan determina-
tion, Reifer also notes that the new State 

College driveways should be evaluated, 
that the proposed 14 foot high screening 
walls are a decision that should have 
been reviewed through a Major Site 
Plan, that the accompanying 
Environmental Impact Report 
Addendum did not properly cover both 
the original as well as the new project, 
that the presence of  toxic substances on 
the new site was not properly discussed, 
and that 7 of the 8 referenced appendices 
were not included. 

The appeal has been forwarded to the 
City Attorney’s office, which will deter-
mine if the issue should have originally 
gone to the Planning Commission 
instead of the Zoning Administrator. If 
that is the case, the City will void the 
Zoning Administrator approval and 

bring it before the Planning Commission 
directly. If it is not the case, the appeal 
will be heard before the Planning 
Commission. 

“Goodman Logistics skirted important 
air quality and environmental issues 
with its initial warehouse project,” said 
Reifer. “This time, the City should pay 
closer attention to the details that nega-
tively impact Fullerton residents, busi-
nesses and city infrastructure.” 

It is unclear which businesses will be 
moving into the GLC. Goodman sites 
are often leased to Amazon for ware-
housing and local deliveries, but at this 
time there is no confirmation that 
Amazon will be leasing space in 
Fullerton.

Recent demolition on the additional Goodman Logistics site.  
PHOTO BY MATTHEW LESLIE

Incumbent District Attorney Todd Spitzer was not present at the April 25 candidate forum featuring  
Michael Jacobs, Pete Hardin, and Bryan Chehock. PHOTO BY JANE RANDS

one another while responding to ques-
tions. However, they frequently criti-
cized Spitzer in his absence. The next 
day Spitzer circulated a press release 
about the forum, not to defend himself, 
but to attack one of the three candidates, 
Pete Hardin, for his responses to ques-
tions at the forum. 

The candidates distinguished them-
selves in their opening statements. 
Chehock said he was apolitical, inde-
pendent, and was not taking contribu-
tions to provide assurance he would be 
fair and unbiased. Hardin highlighted 
his service as a Marine Corps officer in 
Afghanistan and said he would help 
“solve underlying drivers of crime” and 
support survivors of crime. Jacobs listed 
the roles he fulfilled during his 30 years 
in the DA's office and referred to 
Spitzer's time as DA as “chaos,” claim-
ing there are ongoing wrongful termina-
tion investigations and a case with seven 
sexual assault victims “destroyed” by 
the DA's misconduct. 

On immigration and voluntary trans-
fers to ICE, Chehock said there are con-
flicting federal and state policies and 
executive orders, but he would commu-
nicate consequences to immigrant 
defendants. Hardin said prosecutors are 
required to consider immigration conse-
quences and it is a “moral and public 
safety imperative” that immigrants feel 
safe to report crimes. Jacobs said that 
OC has been entering into agreements 
with local agencies to avoid conflicts 
between federal law and the California 
Values Act that does not allow local 
resources to be used for immigration 
enforcement. 

When asked about people with mental 
health issues, including veterans, being 
criminalized, Jacobs said the Veteran’s 
Administration has failed. Hardin said 
he would expand access to vets’ court 

and mental health services that should 
not be delivered by police. Chehock 
agreed that law enforcement should not 
be handling mental health issues. 

Hardin responded to the question of 
minors being prosecuted as adults, say-
ing that the human brain does not fully 
develop until the age of 25, locking kids 
up with adult criminals leads to recidi-
vism, and he is “committed to ending 
the prosecution of children as adults.” 
Chehock and Jacobs disagreed, saying 
that the criteria in Prop 57 that requires 
a judge to decide whether to try a juve-
nile as an adult strikes a good balance. 
Hardin clarified that in extreme cases, 
“we may look at prosecuting a juvenile 
as an adult.” 

The candidates agreed on the need to 
protect LGBTQ people from victimiza-
tion, not criminalizing homeless people, 
eliminating racial disparities within the 
OC legal system, and would hold police 
accountable. During rapid fire, “yes” or 
“no” questions, Hardin said he opposed 
the death penalty, cash bail, and prose-
cuting minors as adults and said he sup-
ports sanctuary city laws, eliminating 
sentencing enhancements that create 
racial disparities, and would decline to 
prosecute laws that criminalize home-
lessness. Hardin did not say he would 
defund the police, contrary to Spitzer's 
day after press release. 

The next debate is Wednesday, May 4 at 5pm at the Elks Lodge located at 1400 
Elk's View Lane Fullerton, 92835 and is hosted by the North Orange County Bar 
Association. 

Another candidate forum will take place on May 10 at 7pm when the League of 
Women Voters will host a Forum for DA candidates by Zoom only with event reg-
istration from https://my.lwv.org/california/north-orange-county.
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There will be a special Fullerton 
City Council meeting at 3:30pm on 
May 3 to discuss an appeal regard-
ing an entertainment permit for 
downtown nightclub JP23. The reg-
ular City Council meeting will take 
place at 5:30pm.  

Agenda items include:  
•Treasurer’s Report •Juanita 

Cooke Trail Improvements •Water 
Well Rehabilitation project •Marion 
Area Infrastructure Improvements 
•Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Program funding 
•Parks and Rec Dept cost recovery 
blueprint •Redistricting Advisory 
Commission Restrictions •Fire Chief 
Employment Agreement

UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
City Hall is located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave, www.cityoffullerton.com

• Transportation & Circulation: 
May 2 at 4pm 
• City Council: May 3 at 5:30pm 
• Active Transportation: May 4 at 
5pm 
• Parks and Rec: May 9 at 6:30pm 

• Planning: May 11 at 6:30pm 
• City Council: May 12 at 5:30pm 
• Library Board of Trustees: May 
12 at 6pm 
• Infrastructure & Natural 
Resources: May 16 at 5pm

April 19 Meeting 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES  
The Council meets at 5:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month. Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings 
are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311  

or by email to: council@cityoffullerton.com  

CLOSED SESSION

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Before every public City Council 
meeting, there is a closed session during 
which Council meets with various par-
ties to discuss items outside the view of 
the public. During this meeting, Council 
met with representatives from the Boys 
and Girls Club to discuss price and 
terms of the facility at 340 W. 
Commonwealth Ave. Council also met 

with legal counsel to discuss the cases 
Stephanie Stevenson v. City of Fullerton 
and Kelly McIlravy v. City of Fullerton. 
After closed session, City Attorney Dick 
Jones reported that City Council will 
“publicly deliberate the conclusion of 
hearings” involving anticipated litiga-
tion regarding the owner of JP23 night 
club in Downtown Fullerton.

City Council presented certificates of recognition to each member of the CSUF 
Men’s Basketball team for winning the Big West conference championship  
and making it to the NCAA March Madness tournament, where they were 

defeated by Duke University. PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF FULLERTON

POLICE DEPARTMENT PURCHASES

AVIATION FACILITIES AGREEMENT

LOW INCOME HOUSEHOLD  
WATER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

NEW APPOINTMENT

CHIEF OF POLICE AND EXECUTIVE 
EMPLOYEES GET A RAISE 

City Council appointed James Coe to 
the Investment Advisory Committee.

Council approved an amendment to 
Fullerton Police Chief Robert Dunn’s 
employment agreement, giving a 5.25% 
increase to his annual salary, equal to the 
increase provided to the city of Fullerton 
Executive employees, as well as confi-
dential/non-represented employees.

Council approved a direct payment 
agreement with Horne LLP to facilitate 
the City’s participation in the California 
Low-Income Household Water 
Assistance Program (LIHWAP) for low-
income residential utility customers. 
The program will provide financial 
relief to qualifying utility customers up 
to $2,000 per customer. For more infor-
mation, contact City of Fullerton Utility 
Services: (714) 738-6890

Council approved an agreement with 
Aviation Facilities, Inc. allowing the 
City to purchase the current Aviation 
Facilities Incorporated (AFI) building 
located at 4119 West Commonwealth 
Avenue for development of airport 
administration offices and correspon-
ding reduction in the leased area. The 
City has secured a $2.3 million donation 
the Foundation for the Carolinas to off-
set property acquisition and project 
costs.Council approved $276,558 toward 

the purchase of five Police Department 
patrol vehicles. GAS TAX PAYS FOR 

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS 
Council awarded a $987,568 construc-

tion contract to Palp, Inc DBA Excel 
Paving Company for the West Valencia 
Drive Infrastructure Improvements 
Project. This will be funded by SB1 (gas 
tax) funds. 

The road repair will be on West 
Valencia Drive from Magnolia Avenue 
to Gilbert Street, an approximate length 
of 0.66 miles. The project will include 
pavement rehabilitation, as well as curb, 
gutter, sidewalk, and sewer improve-
ments. It will also involve installation of 
vehicular video detection at the intersec-
tion of West Valencia Drive and 
Magnolia Avenue and the intersection of 
West Valencia Drive and Gilbert Street. 

Council to Adopt Budget June 7 
City staff presented City Council with 

a proposed budget for fiscal year 
2022/23 and asked for their direction in 
advance of formal approval of the budg-
et on June 7. 

Projected general fund revenues are up 
from last year at $113.6 million. This is 
due in part to a rising property tax base 
(up 1.5% from last year), and sales taxes 
(up 7% from last year), which have seen 
a strong recovery as more businesses 
return to normal operations following 
pandemic restrictions. 

Projected expenditures are $114.3 mil-
lion. This includes the 2.5% budget cuts 
approved recently, as well as an addi-
tional $3.8 million from leaving 34.5 
full-time equivalent staff positions 
vacant. 

Thus the general fund anticipates an 
operating deficit of $700,000, which 
staff proposes to balance with approxi-
mately $2 million of American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds and a one-time 
Brea Dam Fund repayment of $0.3 mil-
lion. The General Fund will maintain 
contingency reserves at 17% of operat-
ing expenditures. 

Mayor Fred Jung proposed increasing 
the City’s Transient Occupancy Tax 
(hotel bed tax), which is currently lower 
than neighboring cities. This increase in 
taxes would, by law, require voter 
approval through a ballot measure. 

Councilmember Jesus Silva asked 
Interim City Manager Jeff Collier if the 
City will be hiring more Parks and Rec 
employees, given the fact that that 
department lost many employees during 
the pandemic. 

Collier replied that he will be giving a 
report on that at the upcoming May 3 
Council meeting. 

Councilmember Zahra cautioned staff 
against making overly conservative rev-
enue projections, which are often used 
to justify budget cuts. He said that rev-
enue projections for this past year had 
been lower than what actually came in, 
and were used to justify cuts. 

Mayor Fred Jung asked about an 
increased $2.5 million in city liability 
insurance cost. “That’s a very large 
increase,” Jung said. “What are we 
doing to mitigate these things?” 

HR director Eddie Manfro said the 
increase comes from the “poor claims 
history of the city” which caused 
increases in premiums and deductibles. 

He said the way to mitigate that is to 
invest in City infrastructure and risk 
management to reduce potential law-
suits against the city.  
INFRASTRUCTURE & CAPITAL PROJECTS  

Civil Engineer David Grantham gave a 
presentation on the City’s planned capi-
tal infrastructure funding and projects 
for 2022/23, including street rehabilita-
tion, utility (water, sewer and storm 
drain repairs and replacements), traffic 
systems, and other Improvements. 

Street rehabilitation capital improve-
ments will total $11.8 million, which 
includes the use of $5.5 million of the 
total $13.1 million obligated ARPA 
funding. Significant Projects planned 
include: 

• Orangethorpe Ave  
• State College Blvd to Placentia Ave 
• Associated Rd  
• Yorba Linda Blvd to Bastanchury Rd 
• Associated Road  
• Rolling Hills Dr to Imperial Hwy 
• Brookhurst Rd at SR-91 Interchange. 
Water infrastructure capital improve-

ments will total $19.9 million, which 
includes the use of $2.0 million of obli-
gated ARPA funding. 

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra pointed 
out that there were more street and infra-
structure projects planned for north 
Fullerton than south Fullerton, which he 
represents. 

Grantham acknowledged this dispari-
ty, but pointed out that there were signif-
icant infrastructure projects on the 
southside last year, and more planned 
for upcoming years. He also said that the 
water projects often dictate road repair 
projects, and many of the water main 
problems are on the north side of town. 

Traffic system infrastructure capital 
improvements such as new traffic sig-
nals, equipment replacement and 
upgrades and neighborhood traffic man-
agement will total $0.9 million.  

Facility Infrastructure improvements 
will total $3.7 million. Park site 
improvements will total $2.0 million. 
Significant Projects planned include: 

• Fullerton Transportation Center 
Accessibility Improvements 
• Gilbert Park Repairs & Accessibility 
Improvements 
• Park Playground Equipment 
Replacement 
• Hunt Library Renovation.

Budget Cuts and Cancellation  
of Community Events:  

Resident Tony Package criticized 
Councilmember Nick Dunlap for inter-
rupting him during public comment at a 
previous meeting and stating incorrectly 
that members of the Redistricting 
Advisory Commission took an oath not 
to run for City Council. In fact, they 
took no such oath.  

Package also lamented the loss of 
community events as a result of recent 
budget cuts; First Night in Fullerton has 
been canceled, the Downtown Plaza 
Market has been shortened by two 
months, the Fourth of July celebration 
has been canceled, among other cuts.  

Regarding the Fourth of July fire-
works show, interim City Manager Jeff 
Collier said that the City does not have a 
venue to do the show since the Fullerton 
High School stadium now has artificial 
turf and solar panels, creating a fire haz-
ard. 

 

June Primary:  
Resident Maureen Milton suggested 

postponing the Council meeting on the 
day of the June primary election.  

Complaints about Palm Gardens:  
Resident Ilse Miranda said she has 

received many complaints from resi-
dents of Palm Gardens, an apartment 
complex on Orangethorpe and Richman, 
about substandard conditions. 
Councilmember Ahmad Zahra said that 
Council gave direction a couple of years 
ago to do code enforcement and inspec-
tion of that property. Police Chief 
Robert Dunn said he would check on 
this and have staff report back to 
Council.  

Funding for the Homeless:  
Resident Curtis Gamble said that the 

City should allocate more money direct-
ly to the homeless in the form of Cash 
Up cards, rather than just giving it to the 
Navigation Center or the police. 
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Student Involvement  
Leads to Changes in Dress Code 

by Esha Salman 
 Student dress codes are a universal 
right-of-passage into adjusting into a 
healthy learning environment. As a 
result of student involvement and 
activism, the Fullerton Joint Union High 
School District (FJUHSD) dress code 
was recently updated to reflect changing 
attitudes with certain articles of cloth-
ing. The new dress code will take effect 
this next school year. 

The last time the school administrative 
dress code was updated was in 1990. 
Junior Chloe Serrano from Fullerton 
Union High School is a firm advocate 
for this change and believes that “we 
need to acknowledge how this outdated 
lens can impact our student body and 
create a dissonance between us and 
authority.” 

Serrano took matters into her own 
hands, and on August 24, 2021, she 
decided to expand her efforts and creat-
ed a petition on 
change.org advocating 
changing the school dress 
code for all students 
throughout the Fullerton 
High School District. 
Serrano’s efforts for 
change were more suc-
cessful than she had 
hoped, and she claimed 
that “the district board 
was incredibly receptive 
and open-minded to our 
concerns.” 

Serrano said she “was 
able to see the mobiliza-
tion of student voices and 
the significance it has.” 
With the new implemen-
tation of this dress code, 
not only will students have more flexi-
bility in their choice of clothing, but 
they will also be able to implement a 
safer environment where students can 
easily communicate with their teachers. 

One of the main proponents of this 
major change was the student advisory 
committee. This committee consists of a 
board of student representatives from 
every high school who each came 
together and worked to rewrite the dress 
code. This new code emphasized more 
on the regulations of dressing rather 
than the acts of discipline that would be 
instituted if a student were to disobey 
the dress code. This new code also per-
mitted more leniency for everyday stu-
dent clothing that was prohibited in the 
previous dress code, such as normaliz-
ing the wearing of tank tops, durags, 
tops that do not go all the way up when 

putting one’s hands in the air, and other 
such cultural and gendered clothing 
items. 

Junior Ahsha Jones from Troy High 
School said, “the dress code [was] very 
biased against specific body types, 
races, and dressing styles that don't fol-
low the gender binary.” The new dress 
code aims to incorporate and celebrate 
these various articles of clothing. Some 
adverse effects of the previous dress 
codes would be teachers allowing for 
only certain students to wear tank tops 
based on their gender or body type.  
Jones went on to explain that “we want-
ed to change the rules that foster this 
type of hostility towards students that do 
dress in a specific way…so they can feel 
safeguarded and accepted.” 

A student-led protest before the dress 
code was implemented occurred at Troy 
High School where all students arrived 

at school wearing a dress 
after two male students 
got dress-coded, and one 
got sent home for wearing 
a dress to the Troy High 
School prom rally. 

Junior Kamila Portero 
from Troy High School 
said that “there was a lot 
of ambiguity within the 
dress code that caused 
confusion on what was 
allowed and what was 
not.” This eventually led 
to confusion within the 
guidelines and caused 
disruptions among many 
students. Due to the con-
fusion that this caused, 
some students were open 

to the idea of a complete abolishment of 
the dress code. With the newly-revised 
dress code that has taken students across 
many schools and meetings and revised 
drafts of a more inclusive code, they are 
also taking measures to ensure that the 
new dress code will be specific to all 
staff so there is no barrier when it comes 
to enforcing it. 

Although the efforts to change the 
dress code throughout the Fullerton 
Joint Union High School District can be 
tiresome, the student representatives 
continue to push on through the more 
than 30 years of suppression that this 
code has forced upon students. The stu-
dent body has proven time and time 
again that when they raise their voice, 
people will answer, and change will hap-
pen.

Methane Map Shows More  
Spots Due to be Cleaned Up

Recent data on Southern California 
Edison’s Methane Emissions Map 
shows new leaks in Fullerton scheduled 
for clean up, some of which include: 

• Corner of Malden & Whiting. 
• Valencia Mesa near  
N Richman Knoll. 
• W Wilshire a block & half  
from Harbor Blvd. 
• N Princeton Ave south  
of E Chapman Ave  
 

• W Bastanchury Rd at Morelia Ave 
Other sites are being monitored, 

including one at the edge of Hillcrest 
Park, one at  W. Chapman at Euclid, and 
one on Malvern between Woods and 
Drake. To view methane leaks in your 
area visit www.socalgas.com/stay-
safe/methane-emissions/methane-emis-
sions-map and type in your zip code. To 
learn more or report a methane leak call 
at 1-800-427-2200.

County Campaigns on June 7 
Ballot Compete for Donor Cash  

 
 
 

A committee  
of student  

representatives  
from every  
high school  

came  
together  

to re-write  
the dress code.

by Jane Rands 
 
There are highly competitive county 

district elections on Fullerton voters' 
June 7 Primary ballot for the Area 4 
Board of Education (BOE) and the 
District 4 County Supervisor. The level 
of funding reported by the campaigns 
for January 1 through April 23 on the 
first pre-election campaign filings high-
lights the high-stakes competition 
among the top fundraising candidates. 

Four candidates filed for the BOE 
seat, but only Tim Shaw and Paulette 
Chaffee have reported raising funds, 
$104,000 and $201,000, respectively. 
There are no campaign finance filings 
for David Choi or Ellisa Kim 
(https://public.netfile.com/pub2/?AID=
coc). 

Shaw's funding comes from over 40 
donors, including the California Real 
Estate PAC (CREPAC) who gave 
$20,000, the Charter Public Schools 
PAC who gave $25,000, and a $25,000 
loan from Mark Bucher, a charter school 
advocate on the board of directors for 
the California Policy Center that works 
to "eliminating public-sector barriers to 
freedom." There are no campaign 
finance limits for the BOE, unlike the 
BOS for which there is a $2,200 limit 
per election. 

Ms. Chaffee reported contributions 
from five donors including herself. She 
has loaned $200,000 to her campaign 
and collected $1,500 from others, of 
which the largest is a $1,000 contribu-
tion from the LA/OC Building and 
Construction Trades Council PAC. 

Of the three candidates who filed for 
the BOS seat in District 4, incumbent 
Doug Chaffee, Buena Park Mayor 
Sunny Park, and Brea City Council 
Member Steven Vargas, Park has raised 
the greatest amount. Park has loaned her 
campaign $37,500 and has raised nearly 

$350,000 from more than 370 donors, of 
which 75% are from individual donors. 
She has raised $90,000 from others, 
such as businesses and has received one 
contribution of $2,200 from the OC 
Professional Fire Fighters Association 
PAC. 

Supervisor Chaffee has raised $34,500 
from three donors and loaned his cam-
paign $300,000 this year. He also loaned 
his campaign $300,000 in a prior filing 
period for a total of $600,000. His con-
tributors are divided among individuals 
($10,050), PACs and Small Contributor 
Committees ($9,100), including SEIU, 
LA/OC Building and Construction 
Trades, Planned Parenthood, National 
Union of Healthcare Workers, and 
AltaMed Action Fund, and other con-
tributors, primarily businesses 
($15,350). 

Vargas has raised $56,000 from over 
60 donors and he has loaned his cam-
paign $100,000. He has received 
$32,736 from individual contributors, 
$2,700 from two committees, the 
Association of OC Deputy District 
Attorneys ($500) and the Lincoln Club 
of Orange ($2,200), and $20,550 from 
others, primarily businesses. 

Vargas has raised more than 
Supervisor Chaffee, but he has loaned 
his campaign far less than Chaffee, 
which places him at a financial disad-
vantage to both Park and Chaffee's well-
funded campaigns. However, he may 
overcome the financial deficit owing to 
him being the only Republican on the 
ballot in a three-way race against two 
Democrats. It is likely that the 
Democratic voters will split their votes 
between Chaffee and Park with no one 
winning a simple majority (50% + 1) 
and the seat will go to a top two runoff 
on the November Ballot, possibly 
between Vargas and one of the 
Democrats.

As the demands for change rose amongst Fullerton High School students, junior 
Chloe Serrano distributed flyers to students to protest the dress code.  

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHLOE SERRANO
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Last issue: Myrna and Jan were 
the first two readers who knew the 
mural is located on the Harbor side 
of Café Hidalgo in Villa del Sol. 

This issue:  Where can you find this 
guy in our downtown?

Joe Tatar
Here is the promised follow-up from 

his family. As you read in our last issue, 
sadly Joe Tatar passed away on April 18. 
Here are their thoughts. 

Joe Tatar has been performing contin-
uously in Orange County since 1960. 

He was a Chicago native who came 
out to California as a teenager and went 
to Whittier High School, Fullerton 
Junior College, and ultimately received 
his degree at Cal State Fullerton in jour-
nalism. He was the president of his class 
and of his fraternity, Phi Kappa Tau. 
While attending school, he got a job as a 
photographer at the Daily News Tribune 
in Fullerton. At that time, The Tribune 
was next to the old firehouse on Wilshire 
Blvd. in Downtown Fullerton where he 
would jump on the back of fire trucks to 
capture his photographs. 

He also took many photographs of two 
presidents, JFK and Richard Nixon. In 
1960, he began performing at Orange 
County lounges and became one of the 
County’s most popular musicians. He 
played at the Brook in Anaheim, which 
was one of the most popular spots dur-
ing the 60s. 

My dad’s performances were a throw-
back to another era mixing vaudeville 
comedy with popular standards and cur-
rent hits of the day. He was a high ener-
gy musician who put on an audience-
interactive show. Each song he sang 
came with a story and he had a special 
talent and ability to connect with the 
crowd. 

He could slam the ivories like Jerry 
Lee Lewis and also comically captivate 
people in true Victor Borge style. In the 

80s Joe produced the American Cancan 
Review that toured Japan as well as 
playing the 1985 World’s Fair in 
Tsukuba, Japan along with Miss 
America Sharlene Wells. The show also 
included members of his family as per-
formers along with other very talented 
dancers and musicians. 

Toward the end of his career and up 
until his passing this April, Joe had a full 
schedule playing retirement homes and 
private events. Prior to the pandemic he 
was playing up to 500 shows a year. He 
certainly lived up to his nickname as Mr. 
Orange County, the Piano Man.

Bike Or Dine
Many COVID restrictions have 

finally been eased, and with that, 
changes are afoot. This section 
of West Wilshire was part of a 
designated bike boulevard that 
extended from Woods Ave east 
of Euclid all the way to Annin 
Ave, just west of Acacia, a total 
of about two miles.  In May of 
2020, the section that extends 
west from Harbor Blvd became 
Walk on Wilshire, and outdoor 
dining has been allowed ever 
since. How to keep both? 
Barricades were installed on 
April 22 in order to return the 
bike right-of-way, and we’ll see 
how this all plays out.

New In Town 
 

Heading north on Harbor, what’s this?  New signage is going up at the former 
Fullerton Cameras store. With the unfortunate and sudden passing of owner Mike 
Rice, and before that, Fullerton Photographics moving to a new location on St. 
College, we photo nuts thought that was it for photo shops downtown but no, the 
location will re-open as a new camera store soon and that’s good news. Fullerton 
Photo continues to do well, and best of luck to all at Image One, at 809 North 
Harbor.

Strings Attached  
Stopped by the venerable Mo’s Music for their D’Addario exchange where gui-

tar players were treated to a new set of D’Addario XAS strings, plus free cleaning 
and installation/tuning. Owner Roger was happy to see the all-ages mix of cus-
tomers coming in—easy to tell by the smile on his face. Mo’s is at 121 North 
Harbor, of course, where it has been for decades. Stop by, say hi, and get some 
music in your soul. 

You scream, I scream,  
we all scream  
for ice cream  

 
Nostalgia just ain’t what it used to be. 

Often someone brings up the name of a 
place or an item that they wish was still 
around, even though it IS still around. 
Case in point—people yearning for 
Thrifty Ice Cream, still available inside 
Rite-Aid. Oh yes, remember when 
music lovers went to a record store? Oh 
if only. Black Hole Records has been in 
business for 35 years and is still going 
strong at the southwest corner of Harbor 
and Santa Fe. The latest wishful thought 
I heard was about “those old balsa wood 
airplanes that we used to play with for 
hours and hours.” Still here, on the 
checkout counter at Ace Hardware on 
Commonwealth. Orange Crush soda? 
Get one at Roscoes in SoCo. 
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1. Type of 4-Across 
4. Musical group 
8. Indian silk region 
13. ___ mode 
14. Sheltered, at sea 
15. Tree growth rings 
16. *16th-century masterpiece 
18.1996 hit with the lyric "It's like  
    10,000 spoons when all you need  
    is a knife" 
19. *Ralph Stanley song covered by  
    Bob Dylan and Robert Plant 
21. Ole Miss rival 
24. Before, in poetry 
25. Scottish resort town 
26.*"Tell 'em ___ sent you" (famous  
    line from "Peewee's Big  
   Adventure") 
33. Nine-digit ID 
34. Gives a hand 
35. Lend ___ (listen) 
36. Double-date night array 

38. Some 
40. Give a speech 
41. Hammer's end 
42. Bird of myth 
43.*American outlaw who robbed  
     Wells Fargo stagecoaches 
46. Wayne or Worth 
47. Young newt 
48. Bad day for Caesar 
49. *Immediate game ender 
57. Italian fashion giant 
58. The TV family represented at the  
     end of the starred clues 
62. Lion, at times 
63. The __ Ship (Fullerton restaurant) 
64. Humor 
65. Answer to "Who invaded Spain in  
   the 8th century?" on a "Seinfeld"  
   episode, with "the" 
66. Mangy cur, in Faulkner novels 
67. Tarzan portrayer Ron

1. Jenna's role on "The Office" 
2. "Mr. Blue Sky" rock gp. 
3. Go for the gold? 
4. "South Pacific" tune "___ Ha'i" 
5. Landed 
6. Egg holder 
7. Auto sellers 
8. "Each dorm will have ___ living  
    on site" 
9. Make out, in England 
10. Belted out 
11. Et ___ (and others) 
12. Mickey and Mighty 
15. "Voices Carry" co-songwriter  
     Mann 
17. English actor Rickman 
20. A little bit of work 
21. George's ATM code word on  
     "Seinfeld" 
22. Soak up 
23. Not automatic, as a vehicle 
26. Fib 
27. Pop-ups, e.g. 
28. Disneyland's ___Street Electrical  
     Parade 
29. Pantry pest 
30. Walked the same path 
31. Aplenty 
32. Constructs 
34. Sir ___ Guinness 
37. School org. 
38. ___ Lingus 

39. Rent 
41. "___ Glory" (1957 Kirk Douglas  
     film) 
44. Fermented milk drink 
45. Closest buddy, slangily 
46. Evergreens 
49. Welcoming 
50. Suffix with buck 
51. Really, really funny in a text 
52. Former KROQ morning show  
      host Jensen 
53. Singles 
54. Greasy 
55. 2600, to Romans 
56. Fencing blade 
59. In debt 
60. Zero 
61. Pigpen

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 
"SPRINGFIELD" by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)
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Airport Purchases AFI Building 
 

story and photo by Jere Greene 

Airport Manager Brendan O'Reilly and AFI owner Bill Griggs.

The City of Fullerton will purchase a 
building from Aviation Facilities 
Incorporated (AFI) for new airport 
administration offices. The City has 
secured a $2.3 million donation from the 
Foundation for the Carolinas for this 
purpose. 

The purchase price of the building is 
$1.3 million. The improvement project 
is estimated to cost $1 million, and will 
allow the buildout of more suitable 
office space for airport staff or be leased 
to other aviation businesses. The addi-
tional office spaces will be leased to an 
existing flight school or businesses(s) to 
further increase the airport revenues. 

AFI, like many businesses operating 
out of the Fullerton airport, own their 
buildings but pay the City a ground 
lease. Once the city purchases the build-
ing, AFI will give up that portion of their 
ground lease. AFI will continue to man-
age the additional hangars they operate 
until their current lease ends in 2038, at 
which time all buildings will revert to 
City ownership. 

The Fullerton Municipal Airport is the 
only general aviation airport in Orange 
County. In 2018, the Airport staff com-
missioned an on-call architectural engi-
neering consultant to develop plans, 
specifications, and cost estimates for a 
new, two-story airport administration 
building adjacent to the existing build-
ing to contain new office space, a lobby, 
and a large multipurpose meeting room. 
At that time, the building would be 

funded by a construction loan paid 
entirely by the Airport Enterprise Fund, 
but the project was put on hold as the 
global pandemic severely impacted air-
port revenues. Since that time, the cost 
for materials and labor has risen drasti-
cally to the point that the project could 
no longer be sustained by airport rev-
enues.  

At this point, airport manager Brendan 
O'Reilly was approached by the owner 
of AFI, Bill Griggs, Jr., regarding an 
opportunity to buy the AFI building for 
airport administration. AFI has been 
conducting flight training at the airport 
for over 55 years. Griggs had decided to 
retire from the flight training business 
effective late spring 2022, and no longer 
has use for the building that also consists 
of aircraft hangers and tiedowns. Griggs 
will continue to manage other hangars 
on the leasehold until the current lease 
ends. 

Bill Griggs was honored during the 
April 19 City Council meeting and pre-
sented with a Certificate of Appreciation 
by the City Council for AFI's flight 
training and community service at the 
Fullerton Airport. For over five decades 
AFI has volunteered the facility for use 
by the Fullerton Pilots Association, 
Explorer Scouts, Civil Air Patrol, flying 
clubs, youth groups, and many others. In 
addition, he was also presented a 
Certificate of Recognition from State 
Legislative Assemblymember Sharon 
Quirk-Silva.
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HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

The Fullerton Joint Union High School District Board  
information available by calling (714) 870-2800  

or visiting www.fjuhsd.net 

SOLUTIONS FOR PARENTS SEEKING  
RESPONSIBLE ADVOCACY

Board Approved 
• New Administrative position: 
Associate Superintendent.  
• Renewed placement agreement with 
Alliant International University. 
•New Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Fullerton Police Department for 
$10,000 for non-emergency/non-routine 
police services/security needed at 
District events. 
• Agreement with Ray Flores, a retired 
Fullerton police officer, for intervention, 
consultation, and security training at 
various FSD sites. Flores’ training and 
local knowledge will help staff and stu-
dents to help create a safe, positive, wel-
coming atmosphere.  
• New Consulting Agreement with 
Scholar System, LLC., for Professional 
Development. Dr. Victor Rios will be 
the Keynote Speaker at the FSD District 
Management Professional Development 

Program on July 28. 
• New Contract between Fullerton 
School District and Olive Crest. Olive 
Crest is a nonpublic agency that sup-
ports student educational programs 
through a variety of services, such as 
occupational therapy, physical therapy, 
and behavioral therapy. 
• Agreement with BRICK Consulting 
Group to provide Resilience Workshops 
to Preschool Families and teachers 
between April 13 and June 3. These con-
sultants provide training to staff and 
families to support student social and 
emotional well-being and reduce behav-
ioral issues in the classroom and at 
home. 
• Agreement with The Buck Institute to 
provide professional development for 
project-based learning at Maple School 
during the 2022-2023 School Year. The 
District is planning to transition Maple 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES  
by Jan Youngman  

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm on  
2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month at district headquarters,  

1401 W Valencia Dr,  Fullerton 
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call 714-447-7400

April 12 FSD Board Notes

Communities trust schools to provide 
a safe educational environment for all 
children, but sometimes things go 
wrong.  

When bullying occurs in public or 
charter school settings, parents have 
legal options to problem solve effective-
ly. California education code (EDC 
48900) defines bullying as when one 
party experiences discrimination, 
harassment, intimidation, or physical 
aggression on the basis of a disability, 
immigration status, gender identity, reli-
gion, race, ethnicity, or sexual orienta-
tion. It also applies whenever a seeming-
ly powerful person uses words, force, or 
more subtle methods to hurt someone or 
keep a person from fully participating in 
a class or activity. 

As a parent, when an incident occurs 
what do you do? First, with your child, 
write down a detailed account including 
the incident information, the date and 
time, and any witnesses. Get the unvar-

nished truth and try to look at it from 
both sides, because any investigation 
will uncover this information and you 
want to know everything that happened. 
Talk with your child and determine a 
realistic remedy you both will accept. 

What is a realistic solution? Each year, 
parents sign agreements to abide by the 
California educational legislation defin-
ing parent, student, and school rights 
(similar to driver’s license agreements). 
The Education Code includes EDC 
44807 charging teachers and administra-
tors to serve in loco parentis over stu-
dents during any school activity. The 
law is meant to keep children safe in 
many school situations directing teach-
ers and administration to use any lawful 
means to correct unacceptable behavior 
during school activities, including 
removing phones and personal items. A 
guardian can request services and 
actions from the school, but cannot 
determine employment status or disci-

Drama/Fantasy/Action/Adventure Films  
made by FSD students:  

“If I Was” written & directed by Audry Lee & Ethan Lee  

Public Service Announcement Films:   
“Fast Fashion: The Hidden Assassin” by Natalie Hong 

“Save West Coyote Hills” by Eli &Tessa Bartolome 
“Take a Stand for Kindness” by Tiffany Kim, Chloe Shin & Tegan Yeo 

plinary measures. Solutions can include 
conferences or updating school policies 
for clarity. Extreme situations require 
reporting violence and abuse to social 
services and law enforcement. 

Parents with less extreme situations 
and a resolution plan start 
the informal solution 
process by contacting the 
classroom teacher where 
the incident occurred 
while including the school 
principal in all emails. An 
initial informal communi-
cation should receive a 
response within 48 (busi-
ness) hours. 

At FJUHSD, if the infor-
mal complaint outcome 
for bullying or program 
participation prevention is 
unsatisfactory, all parties 
may file a Uniform 
Complaint Form (UCF) 
within 6 months of the 
incident. Grades, disci-
pline, and class assign-
ments are internal district 
matters, but all parties 
should be treated respectfully and fairly 
during the process, and instances of bul-
lying or intimidation fall under the UCF. 

The Uniform Complaint Form applies 
to any person (student, or adult) experi-
encing bullying, harassment, or discrim-

ination from participating in any federal-
ly, or state-funded programs. The UCF 
requires a written account of the incident 
as well as an account of any attempts at 
resolution or repercussions. The UCF 
begins a formal procedure with a set 

timeframe that gives 
everyone the ability to 
report, investigate, and 
address instances of dis-
criminatory actions in the 
education setting. 

The district has 60 days 
to investigate and respond 
to any written complaints. 
After the district 
announces their findings, 
if the complainant still 
feels this issue is unre-
solved, they can file a writ-
ten appeal with the 
California Department of 
Education within 15 days 
of the district ruling fur-
ther explaining their case.  

High school student par-
ents often encounter resist-
ance to get involved infor-
mally or formally, or they 

are concerned about their children expe-
riencing repercussions if they speak out 
against perceived unjust situations, yet 
this should not prevent responsible 
advocacy. 

 
 

The complaint 
process takes effort  

but a safe and  
nondiscriminatory 

environment  
is imperative;  

a situation  
will continue   

if no one stands up  
to keep school  

safe  
for all students  
and educators.

School into an Environmental Science 
and Experiential Learning Academy. By 
partnering with the Buck Institute for the 
2023 school year, Maple will build on its 
strong focus on balanced literacy, 
Cognitively Guided Instruction, and cul-
turally responsive teaching and learning. 
• Contract with Ellevation for the FSD 
English Learners. FSD has a high num-
ber of Long-Term English Learners and 
Newcomers. "Ellevation Strategies" 
provides research-based instructional 
strategies for classroom teachers to meet 
the needs of English Learners.  
• Contract  with Promeli Media LLC. to 
provide video services for Innovation 
and Instructional support for the FSD 
Fest. 
 The Board discussed California State 
Bill 866 & State Bill 871. Both bills are 
related to COVID -19 and vaccinations 
for school-aged children. 

Congratulations 
• Gwinette Morrell, 8th Grade at Parks 
Jr. High School won 2nd Place in the 
International Chapman University 
Holocaust Art & Writing Contest with a 
wonderful poem titled, "A Camp Sister's 
Spirit," which she read to the Board 

members and audience. 
• Logan Langrell, 8th Grade at Ladera 
Vista Jr. High School of the Arts won 
2nd place in Middle School Prose. 
• Grace Kim, 8th Grade at Parks Junior 
High School is a finalist in the art por-
tion of the Middle School Contest. 
• Veronica Krause State Level Teacher 
of the Year. She will be going on to the 
National Level. 
Promotion ceremonies are back for 6th 
and 8th grades. Teachers and staff are 
excited about events returning to nor-
mal. 
CSEA is currently accepting nomina-
tions for "employee of the year." Anyone 
can nominate a classified employee. 
FETA: Mark Jacobs recognized out-
standing teachers dealing with COVID 
while continuing to provide students 
with excellent teaching.  He acknowl-
edged their payroll department for all 
their hard work and extra hours. He also 
announced an end-of-year celebration 
on May 12 where teachers will be recog-
nized. 

The district announced a new 
Principal: Ms. Jean Summy at 
Commonwealth School. 



YOUNG OBSERVERS edited by Francine Vudoti FULLERTON OBSERVER Page 9   EARLY MAY 2022

FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

Need a Sugar Rush?  
Meet Honey Buns

ANIMAL ID: A1729741 

Endangered Animal Trivia

VIEWPOINT by Irene, 10th grade

KIDS RULE by Tegan, 4th grade

Let’s Celebrate by Mateo, 8th grade

RE-thinking Gifting Norms
With Mother’s Day right around the 

corner, I’ve recently encountered some 
wholehearted conflicts while choosing 
the “perfect” gift for my mom. Although 
my measly gift will never amount to the 
vast sacrifices she makes, I wanted to 
prepare something genuine — some-
thing authentic enough to reciprocate the 
love that she has nurtured for the past 16 
years. But the hours of scrolling and 
online window shopping left me every-
where but with a feasible plan and a 
touching gift. Instead, I was left to scru-
tinize the practice of gift-giving and the 
ways that I have grown accustomed to 
society’s gifting expectations. 

While cliché, it’s time for me to 
address the issue: “Is regifting socially 
acceptable?” While there has always 
been a stigma surrounding the practice 
of regifting, we must now consider this 
practice from an environmental and eco-
nomic standpoint. According to the 2021 
National Retail Federation report, $428 
billion worth of merchandise was 

returned in the U.S. in 
2020. With the grow-
ing practice of second-
hand shopping and the 
reduced value of fast fashion brands, 
regifting takes on a similar system to 
promote sustainability while keeping 
budgets in check. The notion that regift-
ing is a careless and rude gesture has 
prevented me from participating in this 
movement in the past. However, it’s a 
relief to know that my products are 
winding up in better hands. (It’s also 
important to note that regifting does not 
have to occur for a particular occasion; it 
can take on the form of a casual present 
or donation.) 

But before we can get involved, it’s 
essential to review some of the basic 
rules of gifting etiquette: Be authentic, 
act in moderation, send in satisfactory 
condition, be intentional, and don't be 
cheap. It’s as easy as one, two, three. 

https://nrf.com/media-center/press-
releases/428-billion-merchandise 

National Teacher Day
Everyone has at least one teacher that 

they truly love. Although school may get 
tedious at times, these teachers make 
class fun while explaining the content of 
the lesson, whether it is by telling stories 
of their past, playing educational games, 
or completing cool activities. Even the 
teachers you do not look forward to see-
ing on a daily basis are still very crucial 
for your education.  

You can celebrate all your teachers on 
May 3, which is National Teacher Day. 
Teachers deserve 
loads of respect for 
their hard work 
and dedication to 
fostering our 
future, and this is 
the perfect day to 
celebrate them.  
Many people do 
not even under-
stand the struggles 
teachers must face 
in order to set their students up for life, 
so the extra support and appreciation 
truly helps them out a lot. Our teachers 
are so deserving of love and support 
from their scholars. 

To begin, many teachers are severely 
underpaid despite the difficulty of their 
occupation. The average yearly income 
for a California public school teacher is 
just under $40,000, or about $18.50 an 

hour. In comparison, 
the average yearly 
income for 
Californians lies at $78,000, or about 
$35 to $40 an hour. Teachers make way 
less money than the average California 
citizen but many times they use their 
money to buy supplies for the classroom 
because many schools do not have 
enough supplies for their classrooms. 
This takes a huge chunk out of their 
already small paycheck making it 

tougher for 
them to com-
fortably afford 
basic needs. 
Finally, teach-
ers spend late 
hours grading 
tests and 
preparing les-
son plans 
while trying to 
squeeze in 

some family time for themselves. Their 
job surely puts lots of stress on them, but 
they still manage to push through and 
provide for their students.  

National Teacher Day is a great time to 
thank the teachers and educators in your 
life for their dedication. A small “Thank 
you!” or a gift to show appreciation 
could go a long way. 

Sources: montgomeryadviser.com

May the Fourth Be With You
May 4 is officially recognized as Star 

Wars Day in California since 2019, 
stemming from the phrase, “May the 4th 
(force) be with you!” This space-based 
franchise started with brilliant director 
and screenwriter George Lucas, who 
mesmerized hundreds of millions of 
fans with a galactic struggle between 
good and evil. This movie series is 
watched worldwide, and gave birth to 
entertaining sub-series, movies, and ani-
mations. 

Out of the two most recent and popular 
sub-series, The Book of Boba Fett and 
The Mandalorian, the latter is undoubt-
edly my favorite for many reasons. The 
Mandalorian is superior for its fun, 
exciting episodes. These episodes con-
sist of well-choreographed fights and 
bloodless violence. Right off the bat, 
The Mandalorian lured me into watch-
ing the suspense created by the filmmak-
ers' purposeful injection of questions in 
viewers’ brains that absolutely needed to 

be answered. I was 
swept by questions 
like, Would the 
Mandalorians succeed? What happens 
if their mission fails? The Mandalorian 
is far better than The Book of Boba Fett 
because it created joy and happiness 
with its funny moments of “the child.”  

The reader may be wondering about 
the identity of the child, but no spoilers; 
“the child” is a mysterious surprise that 
all viewers will love immediately. The 
Mandalorian’s inclusion of a 
Mandalarian and “the child” along with 
its development of characters and rela-
tionships, completely crushed The Book 
of Boba Fett which is still exciting and 
suspenseful, but the characters weren't 
as interesting or unique. The stories are 
also not as in-depth, and one episode can 
just focus on a dream whereas The 
Mandalorian has faster paced story-
telling with much action. 

Q: What is the most endangered jellyfish? 

Honey Buns is a beautiful German 
Shepherd/Rottweiler mix who is two 
years old and bursting with happiness. 
Honey was brought to the OC Animal 
Care back in July 2021 when her owner 
developed some health complications 
that prevented the owner from being 
able to fully care for her.  

She is a dog as sweet 
as honey who has 
blessed the OC 
Animal Care Staff 
with her wonderful 
sweetness. Honey can 
take a while to warm up to new people, 
but when given the proper patience and 
space, she will stick to your side like 
honey dripping from a beehive. Honey 
Buns loves to zoom around the yard like 
a bee doing a squiggle dance, and is 
always available for a run. Honey loves 
her treats, but she would rather chill 
with her peeps and gnaw on a bone all 
day.  

An incredibly sweet girl, Honey has 
been trying to find a place to call home 
for 277 very, very, long days. Help 
Honey find her forever hive. Honey 
Buns is a very energetic dog and will do 
better in a home with kids who are 15 
and up where she could be the only pet. 
Visit www.ocpetinfo.com or call (714) 
935-6848 to set up an appointment. 

 A: The Peach Blossom Jellyfish, which is known as a living fossil in the water 
because it is one of the world’s endangered ancient coelenterates. It is one of 
China’s aquatic treasures and evolved 600 million years ago. It feeds on zoo-
plankton in the water and stings its prey. Their delicate specifications make it 
difficult for them to find a suitable habitat. Climate change and water pollu-
tants kill them.
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Monday, May 2

Tuesday, May 3

Wednesday, May 4

Thursday, May 5

Friday, May 6

Saturday, May 7

Sunday, May 8

Monday, May 9

Tuesday, May 10

Wednesday, May 11

Thursday, May 12

Friday, May 13

• 3-5pm • $45: PLANTERS & POTS   
Create something special for your 
Garden using the Muck's California 
Pottery collection as inspiration. 
Muckenthaler Cultural Center 
 (714)738-6595 | info@themuck.org 
1201 W Malvern Ave ——————————— 
• 5:30pm • CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Fullerton City Hall (714) 738-6300 
303 W. Commonwealth Ave 
www.cityoffullerton.com ——————————— 
• 7:30pm • Free: SYNERGY VJ & JAZZ 
LAB BAND Campus Theatre, Fullerton 
College, 321 E.  Chapman Ave Box 
Office: (714) 992-7150

• 9am-3pm • Free admission: PLANT 
SALE 100 varieties of  California native 
and ornamental plants and special 
Mother's Day items, and flower pots for 
sale. Fullerton Arboretum 1900 
Associated Rd (657) 278-3407 
www.fullertonarboretum.org  ——————————— 
• 11am-2pm • Free: SPECIAL BOOK-
SIGNING EVENT WITH SUSANNE 
STRAUSS, author of the  children's book 
Little Jewel's Remarkable Journey  
Fullerton Arboretum (657) 278-3407 
1900 Associated Rd 
www.fullertonarboretum.org  ——————————— 
• 10:30am • $30: WOMAN'S CLUB OF 
FULLERTON ANNUAL MAY FUNDRAISER. 
BUNCO, FUN, FOOD and PRIZES 
Brunch Included. Fullerton Library 
Community Room, 353 W. 
Commonwealth Ave, Call Event Chair 
Carla Jones at (714) 310-3591 ——————————— 
• 8 – 11:30pm • $30: MOSAICC’S 
ALBUM RELEASE PARTY debuting his 
new & highly anticipated party music, 
alongside some of his closest comrades 
in OC & LA’a hip hop scene. Also fea-
turing ufo ufo -- Paper Idol Continental 
Room, 115 W Santa Fe Ave. ——————————— 
• 8pm • $10: UNIVERSITY WIND 
SYMPHONY  W/DUSTIN BARR, conductor 
featuring “Seeking Light”, Viet Cuong: 
Moth, Erik Santos: The Seer, Mark 
Goodrich, faculty tenor soloist, and 
more at CSUF, 800 N State College 
Meng Concert Hall. Box Office is open 
Tue–Fri: 12 pm to 4 pm, and one hour 
prior to performance. 

• 7:30pm • Free: WOODWIND CONCERT 
Recital Hall Fullerton College, 321 E  
Chapman Ave Box Office: (714) 992-
7150

• 8:30am-12:30pm: FULLERTON’S 
CERTIFIED FARMERS MARKET. Shop for 
fresh fruit, vegetables, & more. Behind 
the Fullerton Community Center - 340 
W. Commonwealth Ave.  ——————————— 
• 7:30pm • $30: BARBARA MORRISON 
TRIBUTE SHOW features Bill Cunliffe 
leading band including Luther Hughes, 
bass, Paul Kreibich, drums, Rickey 
Woodard, sax, Ron Eschete, guitar, 
Debbie Ebert and Dawn Bishop on 
vocals. The CSUF Jazz combo will open 
the show. Muckenthaler Cultural Center, 
1201  W. Malvern (714) 738-6595 
www.themuck.org

• 11:15am to 12pm • Free: PRESCHOOL 
STORYTIME at Fullerton Public Library 
Osborne Auditorium, 353  W. 
Commonwealth. Stories and songs for 
kids ages 3-6. (714)738-6338  
www.fullertonlibrary.org ——————————— 
• 4:30-8:30pm CITY PLAZA MARKET  
Support your local vendors. There will 
be fresh produce, food vendors,  and live 
music to enjoy. Fullerton Museum Beer 
Garden is also open. Come join the fes-
tive atmosphere at Fullerton Downtown 
Plaza 125 E. Wilshire Ave 
LIVE MUSIC: SMOKIN COBRAS ——————————— 
•7:30pm • $10: JAZZ COMBOS  Small 
groups perform every style of jazz from 
dixieland. Campus Theatre Fullerton 
College, 321 E.  Chapman Ave. Box 
Office: (714) 992-7150

Thursday, May 5 cont.
• 6-8pm• Price to be announced: 
OPENING RECEPTION OF EMBRACE: 
This exhibition features 12 Korean 
artists & 16 invited artists. The exhibi-
tion suggests fostering harmonious 
coexistence of diverse cultures. Thru 
July 3. Muckenthaler Cultural Center,  
1201  W Malvern (714)738-6595  
www.themuck.org ——————————— 
• 7pm: OVER 21 COMEDY  SHOW & 
OPEN MIC at Back Alley Bar & Grill, 
116 W Wilshire (714)526-3032 ——————————— 
• 7:30pm • $19: The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time A play by 
Simon Stephens based on the novel of 
the same name by Mark Haddon. A play 
within a play featuring a community, led 
by, Christopher Boone, a young man 
self-described as having behavioral 
problems, on a mission to find the mur-
derer of his neighbor’s dog, Wellington. 
Highlighting aspects neurodiversity as it 
relates to, relationships, education, fam-
ily, and community, we jump into 
Christopher’s world to experience the 
journey he takes to unlock truths. 
Bronwyn Dodson Theatre Fullerton 
College, 321 E  Chapman Ave Box 
Office: (714) 992-7150 Other dates: 5/6, 
7, 12, 13, 14 ——————————— 
• 8pm • $14: Jane Austen's Lady Susan 
Lady Susan, a beautiful and charming 
recent widow described as "the most 
accomplished coquette in England" 
arrives on the doorstep of her late hus-
band's family, and turns their quiet coun-
try residence upside down. Sparks fly, 
schemes are hatched, and romance 
blooms in this light and breezy comedic 
romp. CSUF, 800 N State College 
Clayes Performing Arts Center Box 
Office is open Tuesday–Friday: 12 pm 
to 4 pm, and one hour prior to perform-
ance. Other dates: 5/6, 7, 12, 13, 14

• 8pm • $10: FULLERTON JAZZ 
ORCHESTRA W/TRUMPETER TERELL 
STAFFORD (2 pm matinee May 14) 
CSUF, 800 N State College Meng 
Concert Hall. Box Office is open 
Tuesday–Friday: 12 pm to 4 pm, and 
one hour prior to performance. ——————————— 
• 8pm • $14: Jane Austen's Lady Susan 
CSUF See May 5 for description. ——————————— 
• 7:30pm • $19: The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time Fullerton 
College See May 5 for description. ——————————— 
• 7pm • Free: A BRIEF HISTORY OF ART 
IN FULLERTON WITH JESSE LA TOUR 
Modelmania 232 W. Commonwealth 
Ave. (714) 992-6194

• 2pm-6pm • $22: TAROT READING BY 
CARL YOUNG, Knowing what options 
will present themselves can help you 
carve out a path for success, romance & 
happiness. Ipso Facto 517 N. Harbor 
Blvd.

• 7:30pm • Free: PERCUSSION 
ENSEMBLE Fullerton College Recital 
Hall, 321 E. Chapman Ave Campus 
Theatre Box Office on the corner of 
Chapman Ave. & Lemon St, adjacent to 
the entrance of the Campus Theatre 
(1300 Building). ——————————— 
• 2-4pm • Free: FULLERTON  
COLLABORATIVE networking at the 
Fullerton Public Library Conference 
Center 353  W. Commonwealth (714) 
738-6333  www.fullertonlibrary.org 

•7:30pm • $10: JAZZ BANDS & JTRAIN 
DIRECTED BY BRUCE BABAD & JAMIE 
SHAW perform jazz fusion and big band 
swing. Campus Theatre Fullerton 
College, 321 E  Chapman Ave. Box 
Office: (714) 992-7150

• 8:30am-12:30pm: FULLERTON’S 
CERTIFIED FARMERS MARKET. Shop for 
fresh fruit, vegetables, & more. Behind 
the Fullerton Community Center - 340 
W. Commonwealth Ave.  ——————————— 
• 8pm • $10: TITAN VOICES AND 
SINGING TITANS W/ROBERT ISTAD & 
CHRISTOPHER PETERSON, CONDUCTORS 
CSUF, 800 N State College Meng 
Concert Hall. Box Office is open 
Tuesday–Friday: 12 pm to 4 pm, and 
one hour prior to performance. 

• 4:30-8:30pm CITY PLAZA MARKET  
There will be fresh produce, food ven-
dors,  and live music to enjoy. Fullerton 
Museum Beer Garden is also open. 
Come join the festive atmosphere at 
Fullerton Downtown Plaza 125 E. 
Wilshire Ave 
LIVE MUSIC: SMOKIN COBRAS ——————————— 
• 7:30pm • $10: MENS & WOMENS 
CHORAL DIRECTED BY NICOLA DEDMON 
Fullerton College, 321 E  Chapman Ave 
Box Office: (714)992-7150 Wilshire 
Auditorium (on Lemon & Whilshire a 
block south of the college).  ——————————— 
• 7:30pm • $35: 17TH ANNUAL MUCK 
JAZZFEST: Debbi Ebert blends classic 
jazz standards, with a dash of blues, and 
a sprinkle of pop and groove. She 
thrives in the theatrical realm and incor-
porates her acting abilities into a variety 
of musical settings from the concert hall 
and Big Band sounds to a classic jazzy 
combo. She is joined by saxophonist 
Josh Childress whose unique sound 
mixes East Coast, West Coast, Chicago 
and New Orleans styles along with 
gospel influences. 

• 8pm • $14: SPRING DANCE THEATRE - 
Stories told through modern, ballet, and 
contemporary dance. CSUF’s award-
winning dancers and choreographers are 
featured in dynamic performances 
designed to challenge and engage. 
Wilshire Auditorium Fullerton College, 
321 E.  Chapman Ave Box Office: (714) 
992-7150
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In-Person lecture 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE — A CLEARER VIEW OF YOU 

Lyle Young, C.S.B. 
Sunday, May 15th, 2:00 p.m., Church auditorium  

Sunday Service & Sunday school at 10 am 
Wednesday Testimony Meeting at 7:30 pm 

Reading Room: Mon to Wed & Fri - Sat., 10 am–1 pm  
First Church of Christ, Scientist, 1300 N Raymond Ave 

Office (714) 525-4062 Reading Room (714) 525-2649 
christiansciencefullerton.com csfullerton@sbcglobal.net

‘Pilipino Cultural Night’ 
Event Sold Out 

 
by Francine Vudoti 

Filipinos in Fullerton constitute only 
about 2% of the total population yet the 
sold-out cultural nights at Sunny Hills 
and Troy High Schools last month seem 
to suggest how this small group of Asian 
immigrants is impacting our communi-
ty. 

Known popularly as Pilipino Cultural 
Night (PCN), this annual celebration of 
the Philippine culture provides an 
opportunity for Filipino-American stu-
dents and their families and friends to 
learn Philippine history, customs, and 
traditions through songs, dances, and 
comic "skits." 

PCN is "an annual tradition in many 
colleges and high schools across the 
nation to celebrate and showcase 
Filipino culture and history." 

https://www.pcecpslo.com/pilipino-cul-
tural-night.  I attended the sold-out 
event at Troy High School last month 
and never expected I would spend three 
solid hours watching pure entertainment 
and electrifying performances. This phe-
nomenal event inspired me to accept an 
offer to work as Stage Manager for 
Sunny Hills' PCN two weeks ago.  As a 
Filipino American, I feel a sense of pride 
in promoting Filipino culture and as a 
Fullerton resident I feel proud of my 
community for making every resident 
feel at home whether one is Korean, 
Hispanic, Black, Filipino, or something 
else.  Embracing the spirit of diversity is 
a valuable opportunity that enriches our 
young lives.

Saturday, May 14 Sunday, May 15

Monday, May 16

MEMORIAL DAY 
CEREMONY  
MAY 30  

  
Free Memorial Day ceremony 

will be held Monday, May 30, at 
Loma Vista Memorial Park, 701 
East Bastanchury Rd, Fullerton.  
Begins at 10am. Members of the 
public and all veterans and their 
families are invited to attend. 

Medi-Cal Workshop  
on May 7 @ 10 am 

 
 Learn about the Medi-Cal Older 
Adult Expansion, Public Charge, 
and how to apply for Medi-Cal pro-
gram and services. 
Beginning May 1, individuals 50 
years old and older will be eligible 
for full scope Medi-Cal coverage, 
regardless of immigration status. 

Elher's Event Center  
8150 Knott Ave., Buena Park

• 3pm • $10: UNIVERSITY SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA & SYMPHONIC CHORUS 
CSUF, 800 N. State College Meng 
Concert Hall. Box Office is open Tue–
Fri: 12 pm to 4 pm, and one hour prior 
to performance. ——————————— 
• 9am-11am • $20: INTERNATIONAL 
MIGRATORY BIRD DAY WALK,  Spend 
the morning  listening for, and learning 
about neotropical migrant birds freshly 
arrived from their wintering grounds as 
well as resident birds. Fullerton 
Arboretum, sign up at www.fullertonar-
boretum.org under the "Classes" tab 
registration. (657) 278-4681  or email 
mimacias@fullerton.edu ——————————— 
• 8pm • $14: JANE AUSTEN'S LADY 
SUSAN See May 5 for Description.

• 6 - 8:30 pm • $25: HERRINGBONE 
WIRE WRAP. Professional fine jeweler 
Marggi will show you the basics of wire 
wrapping to create your own pendant 
necklace. Materials & tools provided. 
Maximum 10 attendees. Proof of vacci-
nation required. Ipso Facto, 517 N 
Harbor Blvd, ipsofacto@ipso-facto.com 

• 10:30 am • Free: DEPRESSION AND 
ANXIETY RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP. 
Depression  is common: come learn 
strategies to combat depression and anx-
iety. St. Jude Community Services 
Building, 130 W. Bastanchury Rd, More 
information (714) 446-7064. For assis-
tance with registration (877) 227-3457. 

Sunny Hills’ Bayanihan Club dancing the famous  
Philippine folk dance called tinikling.
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TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

Death on the Nile:  
A Hit and a Miss

The Laramie Project Seeks 
Understanding of Hate Crime 

by Angela Hatcher 
In cooperation with the First Christian 

Church and the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Fullerton, Whittier 
Community Theatre presented the 
intense drama, The Laramie Project at 
The First Christian Church of Fullerton. 

Written in 2000 by Moises Kaufman 
and members of the Tectonic Theater 
Group, this powerful depiction is about 
the reaction to the actual 1998 murder of 
21-year-old University of Wyoming stu-
dent, Matthew Shepard. He was savage-
ly beaten, tortured, tied to a fence in 
mid-October – with no shoes - for more 
than 18 hours, and left to die. And his 
crime? He was simply an openly gay 
college student. The perpetrators were 
Aaron McKinney and 
Russel Henderson, two 
young men who tore a 
town apart by committing 
this horrific crime. 

The members of the New 
York experimental 
Teutonic Theater 
Company, who often 
delved into social issues, 
traveled to the small town 
of Laramie, Wyoming (a 
quiet rural sort of turn-of-
the-century kind of place) 
on six different occasions 
over a period of 18 months, 
to interview and document 
perspectives from towns-
people, friends of 
Matthew’s, family mem-
bers, law enforcement, 
community leaders, and a 
wide assortment of others. These hours 
and hours of dialogue in the wake of a 
murder became The Laramie Project, 
and people were changed, a community 
was changed, a state was changed, and 
the world was changed. In 2009, 
Congress passed the Matthew Shepard, 
James Byrd Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention 
Act. 

Put in the capable hands of Director 
Phil Brickey, WCT’s The Laramie 
Project was so well done that it was not 
hard to think of it as a documentary film, 
and Brickey’s cast was entirely believ-
able. A company of 12 talented actors 
portrayed more than thirty or so charac-

ters with little more than a bare stage, a 
few folding chairs, and a few props such 
as a pair of glasses, a cigarette, head-
gear, and a jacket. 

The troupe absorbed the townspeo-
ple’s accents as the characters appeared 
and reappeared, and the actors com-
pletely transformed into those random 
members of the community as the chill-
ing picture they painted continued to 
illuminate the violent and senseless 
murder. 

As is the case in most small-town 
communities, the townspeople were 
funny, warm, goofy, selfless, hateful, 
and kind. Their unique personalities 
tended to take the edge off some of the 

sorrow over a death that 
makes no sense. 

The actors who brought  
this compelling reenact-
ment to life are Jahnavi 
Althal, Richard De 
Vicariis, Robert Downs, 
Roxie Lee, Carlos David 
Lopez, Jay Miramontes, 
Phyllis M. Nofts, Nancy 
Tyler, Guy van Empel, 
Patty van Empel, Maile 
Walker, and Veronique 
Merrill Warner. 

This ensemble deserved 
its standing ovation, but 
Jay Miramontes stood out 
to me as he transformed 
from Matt Galloway to Sgt. 
Hing to the Reverend Fred 
Phelps. 

Another outstanding per-
formance was by Jahnavi Althal who 
morphed into Romaine Patterson, 
Zubaida Ula, and Leigh Fonakowski. 

By the end of this remarkable produc-
tion, it’s as though we all knew Matthew 
Shepard, and we all felt his pain and the 
pain of his loss. 

Director: Phil Brickey; Producer: 
Steven Sandborn; Co-Producers: Margie 
Wann and Nancy Tyler; Stage Manager: 
Margie Wann; Lights and Sound: 
Suzanne Frederickson; Costumes and 
Props: Nancy Tyler; Box Office: 
Vincent Rodriguez. 

Ran through May 1, 2022.

Never intimidated by adapting 
Shakespeare’s plays to film, Kenneth 
Branagh has fun filming Agatha 
Christie’s murder mysteries, especially 
when he plays the colorful and enigmat-
ic Hercule Poirot, whose intellect and 
deductive powers work through the tan-
gled web of characters and circum-
stances. In 2017, Branagh put us on 
Christie’s snowbound train in Murder on 
the Orient Express and now we are on a 
luxurious paddleboat going down the 
Nile. 

With the action set in 1937, the film 
starts with a prequel in which we get 
insight into the dashing young man 
Poirot once was. Using black and white 
photography, the movie opens in the 
trenches of World War I engulfed in a 
cloud of poisonous gas and smoke. 
Captain Poirot receives a facial wound 
so devastating that it irreparably scars 
the lower third of his face. This intro-
duction provides a reason for the oddly 
oversized mustache that later becomes 
Poirot’s trademark. 

Nineteen thirty-seven London night-
clubs with famed jazz performers, one 
portrayed by British actress Sophie 
Okondo, attracted a glamorous clientele.  
Among them are newly-engaged Simon 
Doyle (Armie Hammer) and his fiancée 
Jacqueline de Bellefort (Emma Mackey) 
showing off their moves on the dance 
floor.  Arriving to meet them for an 
evening of fun is socialite Linnet Doyle 
(Gal Gadot) who is beautiful, rich, and 
equally gifted on the dance floor.  It is 
not long before we hear that Simon has 
broken off his engagement to Jacqueline 
and is now preparing to wed Linnet. 

The wedding party and their many 
friends show up for the ultimate destina-
tion wedding –Egypt—and a planned 
scenic trip down the Nile. Among the 

uninvited guests is the jilted Jacqueline, 
who appears to be stalking the newly-
weds even as they all board the cruise 
ship together. At this point, much of the 
film is devoted to introducing and let-
ting us get to know the characters, both 
relatives and friends of the newlyweds, 
as well as other passengers who happen 
to be on the large paddleboat. 

Money manager Andrew 
Katchadourian (Ali Fazal) may possibly 
be running a pyramid scheme, but he has 
also fallen in love with the jazz singer’s 
niece and manager Rosalie 
Outterbourne (Letitia Wright).  Linnet’s 
outspoken godmother (Jennifer 
Saunders) and her nurse companion 
(Dawn French) make for colorful pas-
sengers, as does an interesting painter 
played by an under-used Annette 
Bening. Adding motive, suspicion, and 
color are some one-of-a-kind objects 
such as a jeweled necklace and a design-
er pistol; also lurking in passageways is 
the jilted Jacqueline. 

The acting is excellent, and the inter-
play of the diverse characters proves 
engaging.  Branagh’s Poirot exudes the 
confidence and sophistication of the 
famed detective he portrays. He is also 
competent as the film’s director.  But 
disappointing is the missed opportunity 
for the audience to get an authentic view 
of the pyramids and the exotic sights of 
that journey. We would like to feel that 
we had also been down the Nile, even if 
only viewing it on-screen. However, 
either for safety from COVID or in an 
effort to save expenses, the pyramids 
and the  scenic views are all produced by 
computer-generated  imagery, and the 
absence of the real wonders of the 
ancient world is quite evident. 

Death on the Nile is streaming on 
HBO Max and Hulu.

 
 

“I give you  
life in the  
memory  

of one who  
no longer lives. 
May you have  

a long life,  
and may you  

thank Matthew 
every day for it.” 

—Moisés Kaufman,  
The Laramie Project 

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHIL BRICKEY
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Police Military Equipment  
continued from front page

The law states, “Within 30 days of 
submitting and publicly releasing the 
annual report, the Department shall hold 
at least one well-publicized and conve-
niently-located community engagement 
meeting, at which the Department 
should discuss the report and respond to 
public questions regarding the funding, 
acquisition, or use of military equip-
ment.” 

The Observer received no communi-
cation from the Fullerton Police 
Department in advance of the April 19 
City Council meeting about this topic. 

In its opening paragraphs, AB 481 
states: 

“The acquisition of military equip-
ment and its deployment in our commu-
nities adversely impacts the public’s 
safety and welfare, including increased 
risk of civilian deaths, significant risks 
to civil rights, civil liberties, and physi-
cal and psychological well-being, and 
incurment of significant financial costs. 
Military equipment is more frequently 
deployed in low-income Black and 
Brown communities, meaning the risks 
and impacts of police militarization are 
experienced most acutely in marginal-
ized communities. 

“The public has a right to know about 
any funding, acquisition, or use of mili-
tary equipment by state or local govern-
ment officials, as well as a right to par-
ticipate in any government agency’s 
decision to fund, acquire, or use such 
equipment. 

“Decisions regarding whether and 
how military equipment is funded, 
acquired, or used should give strong 
consideration to the public’s welfare, 
safety, civil rights, and civil liberties, 
and should be based on meaningful pub-
lic input. 

“Legally enforceable safeguards, 
including transparency, oversight, and 
accountability measures, must be in 
place to protect the public’s welfare, 
safety, civil rights, and civil liberties 
before military equipment is funded, 
acquired, or used. 

“The lack of a public forum to discuss 
the acquisition of military equipment 
jeopardizes the relationship police have 
with the community, which can be 
undermined when law enforcement is 
seen as an occupying force rather than a 
public safety service.” 

While The Fullerton Police 
Department does not possess any tacti-
cal equipment that was obtained from 

the Military through the 1033 program 
or Section 2576a of Title X of the United 
States Code, traditionally referred to as 
“Military Equipment,” the new law 
broadened the term “Military 
Equipment” to include additional items. 

Here are the items on FPD’s inventory 
of military equipment and 
quantity, with a brief 
description and cost of each: 

ARMORED VEHICLE 
(BEARCAT): Operational use 
under the review of the 
SWAT Commander or 
appropriate team supervisor. 
$225,000 initial cost; $5,000 
annual maintenance. 

MOBILE COMMAND 
TRUCK: Contains equipment 
shelves and weapons racks 
that can hold a driver and 
passenger while under 
movement. Used as the 
Incident Command vehicle. 
$60,000 initial cost; $5,000 
annual maintenance. 

BLACK VAN: Black van 
with row seating and open 
cargo space in the rear to transport oper-
ators and injured personnel. $28,000 ini-
tial cost; $5,000 annual maintenance. 

M4 RIFLES (13): Black, semi-auto-
matic 11.5" barrel rifles. Used as the pri-
mary weapon system of the North 
County SWAT team. Provides accurate 
semi-automatic fire within a short bar-
reled weapon platform. Can be used in 
multiple types of environments. $1500 
per rifle. 

LONG RANGE SNIPER RIFLES (2): 
Green and tan camouflaged, bolt action, 
26" barrel rifle. 2,000 meter effective 
range. $1200 per rifle. 

40MM MULTI LAUNCHER (2): Black 
40mm launcher with cylindrical maga-
zine and stock equipped with red dot 
optic, able to hold six rounds. Used to 
gain compliance of aggressive or unco-
operative subjects, range approximately 
100 yards, able to fire six rapid shots 
without reloading. $3200 per launcher. 

PEPPERBALL (1): This non-lethal sys-
tem fires an irritant chemical agent that 
is projected by the user from a safe dis-
tance. $600 per launcher (not including 
ammunition). 

LRAD (LONG RANGE ACOUSTIC 
DEVICE) (1): Long range communica-
tion and warning audio system. The sys-
tem is used to broadcast announcements 
and give commands. $8,000. 

BREACHING SHOTGUN (2): A specially 
converted shotgun designed to fire a 
specialty round to defeat or destroy 
deadbolts, hinges, and locks. $500. 

RIP RAM (2): Long, black metal tube 
with a pull pin, handles, and hook used 
to open locked screen doors and win-
dows. $400. 

RAM (2): Long, black, cylindrical 
metal tool with handles for two operator 
use, used to breach doors rapidly and 
efficiently. $400. 

MINI RAM (2): Small, black and sil-
ver, lightweight ram, used to breach 
doors with a single operator. $550. 

5.11 BREACHERS KIT (1): A heavy 
duty backpack containing four breach-
ing tools. $700. 

DJI MATRICE 300 RTK (1): Drone 
platform with directional sensors and 
positioning systems. Equipped with a 
first-person viewing camera. $11,349. 

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS (DJI 
MAVIC 2 ENTERPRISE ZOOM) (3): Drone 
platform with directional position sen-
sors and a positioning system. $2,495 
and $1,950. 

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS (DJI 
MAVIC 2 ENTERPRISE DUAL) (1): Drone 
platform with directional sensors and a 
positioning system. $3,350. 

UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS (DJI 
MINI) (2): Drone platform with direc-
tional sensors and a positioning system. 
DJI Mini is an ultralight and foldable 
drone with 4K camera. $499. 

AR-15 RIFLES (160): To be used as 
precision weapons to address a threat 

with more precision and/or 
at greater distances than a 
handgun, if present and fea-
sible. $160,000. 

SPONGE GUN (25): To 
compel an individual to 
cease his/her actions when 
such munitions present a 
reasonable option. A verbal 
warning of the intended use 
of the device should precede 
its application. $26,000. 

SPONGE ROUND (40MM) 
(40): Lightweight, high 
speed projectile consisting 
of a plastic body and sponge 
nose. Used for crowd con-
trol, patrol, and tactical 
applications. $1,500. 

LESS LETHAL SHOTGUN 
(46): Remington Beanbag 

Shotgun. $36,000. 
BEANBAG ROUNDS (350): $500. 
TRAINING GUN (USES ONLY PAINT 

ROUNDS) (13): $7,800. 
SIMS (PAINT ROUNDS) (4,000): 

$3,000. 
BLACKHAWK BREACHING TOOL 

(RAM) (4): Forced Entry Tool designed 
to quickly breach door minimizing risk 
to officers. $1,400. 

BLACKHAWK BREACHING TOOL 
(SLEDGE) (4): Forced Entry Tool 
designed to quickly breach door mini-
mizing risk to officers. $500. 

MOBILE COMMAND POST FOR TRUCK 
OR SUV (2): To provide a mobile com-
mand post for supervisors. $20,000. 

SHIELD SPIKE HAMMERSPIKE L1 (1): 

L-shaped, steel breaching tool with a 
mushroom shaped hardened steel tip. 
$340. 

HALLIGAN (2): Tool used to break 
through the latch of a swinging door by 
forcing the tool between the door and 
doorjamb and prying the two apart, 
striking it with a sledgehammer or a flat 
head axe. $400. 

5.56 SIMS (1,000 ROUNDS): Non-
lethal cartridges that leave a detergent 
based, water-soluble color marking 
compound. $1 per round. 

9MM SIMS (1000 ROUNDS): Non-
lethal cartridges that leave a detergent 
based, water soluble color marking com-
pound. $0.80 per round. 

TACTICAL DIVERSIONARY DEVICE 
(37): A single-use, non-reloadable 
device that delivers a sound and light 
output that are noticeable in day or night 
conditions. $47.58 per unit. 

BREACHING SHOTGUN SHELLS (102 
ROUNDS): Allows the users to defeat var-
ious locking mechanisms that would 
otherwise hinder one's ability to gain 
entry into a specified structure. $6.90 
per shell. 

PEPPERBALL PROJECTILES (500 
ROUNDS): Non-lethal projectile contain-
ing a powdered chemical that irritates 
the eyes and nose in a manner similar to 
pepper spray. $20-$50 per pack of 20. 

37MM/40MM CHEMICAL AGENT 
FERRET PROJECTILES (110 ROUNDS): 
Designed to disperse a nonflammable 
chemical agent creating temporary dis-
comfort through pain compliance. The 
ferret rounds are typically utilized at a 
distance and are used for barricaded sub-
jects. $25 per projectile. 

SPEDE HEATS (12): Discharges a 
chemical-laden smoke through the can-
ister that is designed to cause temporary 
discomfort through pain compliance for 
potentially dangerous or violent sub-
jects. This can be used in crowd control 
situations or other outdoor incidents. 
$26 per unit. 

FLAMELESS TRI CHAMBERS (1): 
Discharges a chemical-laden smoke 
through the canister without creating 
any fire. that is designed to cause tempo-
rary discomfort through pain compli-
ance for potentially dangerous or violent 
subjects. $42 per unit. 

POCKET TACTICAL CS GRENADE (4): 
This is a launchable grenade, however it 
is normally used as a signaling or cover-
ing device. $23.50 per unit. 

40MM DIRECT IMPACT ROUND 
OC/CS/INERT/MARKING (100 
ROUNDS): An excellent solution whether 
you need to incapacitate a single subject 
or control a crowd. When loaded with a 
green marking agent, the Direct Impact 
LE can be used to indicate the aggressor 
in a crowd or riot situation to the team 
on the ground. $25 per unit. 

A full inventory of Fullerton’s military 
equipment is available to the public 
online or by e-mailing militaryequip-
ment@FullertonPD.org or by calling 
(714) 738-2885. This is also the avenue 
through which members of the public 
may comment on or ask questions about 
FPD’s military equipment.

 
  

“The lack of  
a public forum  
to discuss the 
acquisition  
of military  
equipment  

jeopardizes the 
relationship 
police have  

with the  
community.”

The Fullerton Police Department/North County SWAT deployed a Bearcat 
armored vehicle on Highland and Commonwealth Avenues on May 30, 2020  
during protests following the murder of George Floyd. PHOTO BY JANE RANDS



Wandering Through  
West Coyote Hills Tree Park 
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VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2022 

A couple of years ago, for a previous 
column, I wrote about the parks of 
Fullerton. There was one just north of 
Parks Junior High School that I recently 
discovered I hadn’t fully explored. From 
the street, a wooden sign simply says, 
“Tree Park,” although its official name 
is West Coyote Hills Tree Park. At the 
time, I thought it was a small area of 
drought-resistant landscaping that was 
well-maintained by the city of Fullerton. 
However, a month ago, I revisited the 
park, because I was hoping to photo-
graph a few trees for a graduate school 
assignment. At that time, I walked down 
a dirt slope from the upper part of the 
park and found a large lower portion of 
the park that was definitely not visible 
from the street. 

According to the city of Fullerton’s 
website, West Coyote Hills Tree Park 
opened in 1979. Taking up roughly 11 
acres, the park overlooks a series of sub-
urban neighborhoods on nearby hills. 
Located two blocks north of Rosecrans 
on Parks Road, the outdoor space has a 
lot of hidden hiking trails running 
through it. Most of the park is unseen 
because it slopes down away from the 
main road into a basin. With its mature 
shade trees, the park provides a pleasant 
environment for picnics and relaxing 
walks for the residents of the local 
neighborhood. 

In the part of the park that’s visible 
from the street, there are paved side-

walks that maneuver around a series of 
drought-resistant plants and excellent 
landscaping. Three benches look out at a 
view of the surrounding hills. The trees 
growing on the hillside below frame a 
clear view of north Orange County. 
When I visited the park, there was a trail 
in front of the benches that was blocked 
off by caution tape from the City of 
Fullerton Landscape Division. The trail 
was closed because an entire tree had 
been uprooted, fallen over and was 
blocking access to the basin from this 
path. It’s important to note that the park 
is named Tree Park because of the thick 
number of trees between the upper area, 
and the basin below. 

There are two ways down to the basin. 
Visitors can take different paths that 
begin on the far-left side of the upper 
park area. One is steeper than the other 
and heads up a hill. The other path is a 
wide one, which starts out steep at first, 
but gradually becomes easier. This is 
one of the first trails you see in the upper 
part of the park. It’s an unpaved, dirt 
path that descends a hillside with cacti 
on it. In between this trail and the steep-
er one are hidden, narrow bike trails that 
run between the trees and look as though 
they’d be fun to ride on. All trails lead to 
the same place—a wide, open area filled 
with trees, patches of grass, a small, 
very dried up stream of water with late 
spring wildflowers blooming nearby. 

I chose to take the steeper route. There 

were a few bicyclists climbing up a dirt 
incline where a posted white warning 
sign reads, “Warning – Steep grade 
ahead; Bicycles prohibited; Use lower 
trail.” The sign was put up to deter bik-
ers from riding on this trail. I waited 
until the cyclists passed and walked the 
same way, looking down at the park and 
admiring how well kept the grounds 
were. 

The dirt path wound its way along the 
edge of the hillside, which overlooked a 
shaded grove with a variety of different 
trees. The trees I saw were very healthy 
and green, most likely from the last rain 
in early April. The trail was at a high ele-
vation with a low ceiling of tree cover, 
and I could look out at neighboring hill-
side communities. The path followed a 
fence, made a turn, and continued fol-
lowing fences separating the backyards 
of homes from the park. At the end of 
the curve was another white warning 
sign and on this part of the trail, there 
was a steep slope down toward a side-

walk on Coyote Hills Drive. The hills in 
this park are almost like cliffs because 
they are so steep. 

Along my hike, I spotted a brown, cot-
ton-tailed rabbit, and several birds, 
including a blue jay. I also saw a bushy-
tailed squirrel, and a lizard, which was 
frozen for a great deal of time on a tree. 
Within the basin, there were purple, 
white, and yellow wildflowers blossom-
ing in a grassy, neatly-trimmed meadow 
running adjacent to the sidewalk along 
Coyote Hills Drive, where another 
entrance to the park could be found. At 
this entry point, there were signs posted 
explaining that all motorized vehicles 
are not allowed inside the grounds. I fol-
lowed the relatively flat trails in the 
basin until I reached the wide trail that 
led back to the upper portion of the 
property. I found this to be a surprisingly 
calming wilderness area in the middle of 
a busy suburb. Tree Park and the parking 
areas around it are closed from sunset to 
7am.

The 15th annual Fullerton Host Lions 
K-12 Fullerton City Chess 
Championship tournament will be held 
at the Ladera Vista Jr. High Room at 
1700 E. Wilshire, 6:30 pm on Friday, 
May 13. This is a FREE event. NOTE: 
participation is limited to students who 
are Fullerton residents or attend 
Fullerton schools. There is a tournament 
for each grade, with the city champion 
crowned and trophies awarded.  Register 
at schedulingsteve@sbcglobal.net by 
May 11.  

There will be separate tournaments for 
each grade, with winners of each grade 
tournament named Fullerton champions 
for that grade. First, second and third 

FULLERTON CITY 
CHESS TOURNA-

MENT MAY 13

Walking path in West Coyote Hills Tree Park.

places in each grade tournament will 
receive trophies. There is 
“Superchampion” flight for qualifying 
past champions (at any grade) and 
USCF-rated players; its winner will be 
our 2019 Fullerton City Scholastic 
Chess Champion.  

NOTE: capacity of the LV 
Multipurpose room is limited, and we 
may not be able to accommodate all the 
requests to play. Registrations will be 
processed in the order received. You are 
therefore encouraged to sign up at your 
earliest convenience to maximize your 
chances for entry. 

Lion Steve Collier is the tournament 
organizer, with assistants, Pete and 
Jennifer Baron. The tournament will be 
run by Michael Chen, an experienced 
technical director who has assisted 
Dewain Barber many times in the past.  

Please sign in by 6:15 pm!  Send early 
registration to schedulingsteve@sbc-
global.net is required by no later than 
May 11 to ensure participation. 

Please write “Chess Tournament” in 
the subject line. Your registration will be 
confirmed by email.   

If you have any questions, please call 
Steve Collier (714) 519-5909 or Jennifer 
Baron (714) 767-8597. 

Everyone has a story. People from all 
around the world of different back-
grounds, races, ethnicities, and religions. 
We all have a story to tell. Our stories are 
special. They connect us to one another. 
They unite us. They allow us to under-
stand what all of our lives look like. 
Dynamic and inspirational women will be 
a part of HERstory Matters on Saturday, 
May 21, 2022.  
You can make HERstory a memorable 
event by learning more! 

MAY 21 • $35 
12 pm - 1:30 pm 

VIRTUAL ZOOM PANEL

www.ywcaoc.org

The Downtown Fullerton Active 
Transportation Plan was funded 
through a small grant to improve safe-
ty for people who walk, bike, or oth-
erwise role in and around downtown.  

The Active Transportation 
Committee will meet May 4 at 
5:30pm in City Council Chambers to 
hear comments from the public via 
Zoom, phone, or in-person. Zoom 
Meeting ID: 824 1689 5496 Phone 
Option: 1-669-900-9128 

https://fullerton.legistar.com, on 
Spectrum Cable Channel 3 and AT&T 
U-Verse Channel 99

Downtown 
Active 

Transportation
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Richman Neighbors 
Conduct Survey 

Community Forum May 4 
 

Volunteers from the Center for Healthy Neighborhoods at Richman Park  
recently conducted a survey of 263 neighbors, with the goal of gathering 

 data about resident concerns.  

Here is a summary of the results  
of the survey: 
• 83% of the Richman community do 
not feel safe 
• Approximately 30% have seen or 
experienced some type of theft 
(auto/home/garage) 
• 48% have seen or experienced 
crimes related to gang activity 
• 78% have seen or experienced 
crimes by the homeless 
 

MONTHLY OBSERVATIONS BY COMMUNI-
TY LEADERS - EYES AND EARS  
(OCTOBER 2021 – JANUARY 2022): 

Eyes & Ears is a monthly report com-
pleted by residents that helps us look out 
for each other in our neighborhood. By 
tracking and reporting what is happen-
ing we are part of the solution. 

• ISSUES THAT ARE GETTING WORSE: 
1. Trash and litter in the streets and on 
public & private properties 
2. Unsafe/unhealthy behaviors by 
homeless persons 
3. Loitering (prostitution, unwanted 
public behaviors in Richman Park 
4. Graffiti (gang-related) 
5. Youth drinking alcohol/smoking 
marijuana in public spaces 
6. Not enough parking and unsafe 
parking behaviors as a result 
7. City does not enforce parking rules, 
so streets can’t be cleaned 
 
MAJOR REASONS FOR FEELING 
UNSAFE: 
1. Aggressive behaviors and substance 
misuse by homeless, especially at 
Richman Park (81%) 
2. Poor maintenance of public spaces 
(e.g., bathrooms at Park) and trash/lit-
tering (81%) 
3. Vandalism/Graffiti (79%) 
4. Insufficient parking (78%) 
5. Poor lighting (76%) 
6. Traffic issues and speeding (62%) 
7. Disorderly conduct (59%) and dis-
orderly conduct by youth (65%) 

8. Gang activity (54%) 
9. Theft: auto (43%), garage/home 
theft (33%) 
10. Drug use (40%) 
11. Response time slow and/or lack of 
response to crimes due to lack of 
staffing 
 

INTERVIEWS WITH 8 FULLERTON 
POLICE OFFICERS (FALL 2021): 
POLICE AGREE WITH THE RESULTS: 

• All police interviewed agree crime is 
increasing (break-ins, vandalism, car 
theft, gang activity) 
• Increase in homeless and their nega-
tive behaviors 
• Major things affecting work: budget 
cuts, less police officers, defunded 
motorcycle patrol; reduction in detec-
tives; not enough staff to effectively 
respond to calls; poor lighting in alleys 
and parks; negative media causing 
lack of trust of police by the commu-
nity. 
 
MANY RESIDENTS DO NOT REPORT 

CRIME BECAUSE OF FEAR OF RETALIA-
TION, LANGUAGE BARRIERS, DON’T 

KNOW HOW, OR THEY THINK THE 
POLICE WILL NOT RESPOND: 

• 41% of residents NEVER report 
experiencing or seeing crimes, 21% 
SOMETIMES report experiencing or 
seeing crimes and only 5% report 
ALWAYS report experiencing or see-
ing crimes. 
 

CONNECTIONS BETWEEN RESIDENTS AND 
TO THE COMMUNITY: 

• About 34% of residents feel connect-
ed with neighbors and fellow commu-
nity members  
• Nearly 70% of residents reported 
wanting to feel more connected to 
neighbors and community members 
• Even fewer people feel connected to 
Fullerton Police Department (25%) 
and the Richman Center (24.3%) 
 

 

 
El 4 de mayo, de 5 a 7 pm  

en la Escuela Primaria Richman  
(700 S. Richman Ave, Fullerton) 

El Centro de Vecindarios  
Saludables organizara un evento 
comunitario sobre los resultados  
de la encuesta. Para escuchar una 
entrevista con la líder de la comu-
nidad de Richman, Egleth Nuncci,  

consulte el podcast 

‘Observing Fullerton’  
 on Spotify, RSS, o YouTube.

WHAT CAN THE FULLERTON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT DO TO SUPPORT SAFETY  
IN THE COMMUNITY? 

• Advocate for installing a surveil-
lance/monitor system 
• Monitor the surveillance system at 
the Police Department offices 
• Place signs at Richman Park that 
indicate the park is under surveillance 
• Increase patrolling around Richman 
Park 
• Reduce response time 
• Advocate for improving lighting 
around Richman Park 
 

WHAT CAN PUBLIC WORKS DO TO SUP-
PORT SAFETY IN THE COMMUNITY? 

• Improve lighting in Richman Park 
and alleys 
• Consistently clean Richman Park 
• Consistently clean bathrooms at 
Richman Park 
• Attend quarterly community meet-
ings to report on what is Public Words 

doing and respond to resident com-
ments/questions/concerns. 
WHAT CAN WE DO TOGETHER TO 

CREATE A SAFER RICHMAN 
COMMUNITY? 

WHAT CAN RESIDENTS DO TO SUPPORT 
 SAFETY IN THE COMMUNITY? 

• Report crimes consistently 
• Train residents on how to use the 
Fullerton App 
• Continue to complete and report 
using Eyes & Ears survey 
• Partner with organizations to bring 
more activities to Richman Park 
• Partner with organizations to advo-
cate for installing a surveillance/moni-
toring system & better lighting 
• Present issues to City Council & 
Public Works to bring awareness about 
safety issues 
• Continue to support organizations 
such as the Homeless Outreach and 
Proactive Engagement (HOPE) center. 
 

Fullerton School District Promotes 
Family Book Clubs by Lance Langdon, Ph.D 

These days, California state standards demand that even five-year old readers 
“continue a conversation [about a story] through multiple exchanges” and “ask and 
answer questions about key details and request clarification if something is not 
understood.” Facing such high demands, what can families do to support their chil-
dren? 

For the dozen families who had gathered at the Fullerton School District office on 
April 19, Emily McDougall provided a simple but powerful answer—family book 
clubs. Funded by a grant from the Cotsen Foundation for the Art of Teaching, Emily 
McDougall, District Program Coordinator for Educational Services, is offering FSD 
families the know-how and materials they need to join together in reading and to 
launch powerful family discussions of what they've read. 

When parents read and discuss a book together with their children, McDougall 

said, parents help kids to diversify their 
book choices, develop their conversa-
tion skills, rediscover the joy of reading, 
and maybe even strengthen their rela-
tionships with their siblings and parents. 

McDougall modeled how to conduct a 
book club that accomplishes these goals. 
The most important step, of course, is to 
read a book together, which McDougall 
did for the thirty children and parents 
gathered in the FSD classroom that 
evening. Participating families grew 
silent and attentive as McDougall read 
aloud Jacqueline Woodson’s Each 
Kindness. This brief picture book pow-
erfully brought home the psychic costs 
of bullying for victims and perpetrators 
alike. The audience was visibly moved 
by the story; my own seven-year-old 
son, whom I’d brought with me, 
responded by drawing a sketch of a sad 
face with rain pouring down over it. 
Also moved were McDougall’s own 
children, whom she had filmed partici-
pating in a family book club that she 
presented to the parents as a model. 
McDougall’s video showed how parents 
can provide guiding questions and 
prompts to kids discussing books 
together, including a book’s characters, 
style, and themes. McDougall also mod-
eled “dialogic reading,” in which par-

ents and children process what’s hap-
pening in a book by discussing it as they 
read along together. 

Family book clubs, McDougall said, 
can be one important component of fam-
ilies’ overall commitment to literacy, a 
commitment parents can also reinforce 
by reading themselves and by making 
visits with children to the library. 
(McDougall noted a 98% correlation 
between children going to the library 
doing more reading.) 

These messages seemed to have met 
their mark among the attending families, 
who came from a range of FSD schools, 
including Fern Drive, Golden Hill, 
Orangethorpe, and Maple Elementary. 
Certainly, the children smiled and 
hopped on their feet at the end of the 
meeting when the time came for each 
family to pick out a set of books to take 
home and read together. 

More book sets remain available at the 
District Office. Families wishing to par-
ticipate in the program can reach out to 
McDougall at 

 emily_mcdougall@myfsd.org or fol-
low on Instagram on @fsdreads.  

 
A follow-up Zoom for families  

participating in this initial round of 
book clubs will be on Tues, May 24.

On May 4, from 5-7pm  
at Richman Elementary School  
(700 S Richman Ave, Fullerton)  

The Center for Healthy 
Neighborhoods will host  

a community forum  
on the results of the survey.  

To listen to an interview  
with Richman community leader 

Egleth Nuncci, check out  
 

‘Observing Fullerton’  
 on Spotify, RSS, or YouTube. 

Richman Community leader, Egleth Nuncci interview with Urooj Naveed  
on Observing Fullerton podcast. PHOTO BY ADRIAN MEZA
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Fullerton Muslims Celebrate Ramadan by Urooj Naveed 
 

You may know about Easter, Passover, and Ramadan converging on the same day on April 17 for the first time in 30 years. 
While the former two holidays are well known in our community, the latter may be unfamiliar to many. 

What is Ramadan? 
Ramadan is a period of 29-30 days, depending on the lunar 

calculations, during which Muslims fast from dawn to sunset. 
Giving up mainly food and water, Muslims focus on prayers, 
recitation of the Quran, charity, good deeds, and connecting 
with their community. To celebrate the end of this holy month, 
Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr. 

What is Eid al-Fitr? 
President of the Islamic Center of Fullerton’s Board (ICOF 

hereafter), Mohammad Raghib, explained that in Arabic Eid 
al-Fitr literally translates to “Festival of the Breaking Fast.” 
“Eid al-Fitr is the first of the two Eids we celebrate, wearing 
new clothes, decorating our houses, and doing extra prayers,” 
Raghib said. “We do these extra prayers in the morning of Eid 
to thank God for the opportunity given to us to celebrate. 
Meals are shared and kids get money so they can buy them-
selves gifts. Different cultures have minor differences, but 
mostly they’re the same activities.” Eid al-Fitr is celebrated 
for three days, although the first day is the most important.  

When is Eid al-Fitr? 
When to celebrate Eid al-Fitr is determined by the Islamic 

lunar calendar called the ‘Hijri’ calendar. President Raghib 
explained that ICOF and other mosques within California fol-
low the date given by the Islamic Shura Council of Southern 
California. In 2022, Muslims in California will be celebrating 
Eid al-Fitr on Monday, May 2. 

How do Muslims in Fullerton celebrate Eid al-Fitr? 
Muslims in Fullerton attend the Eid prayers set up by ICOF 

or other mosques in neighboring cities. Since ICOF is located 

in a small, rented space, they usually organize the Eid prayers 
in other locations. The pandemic made it difficult to conduct 
these prayers, which caused ICOF to not organize any in 2020, 
however, the St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church welcomed 
ICOF to host prayers on church grounds in 2021. The 
Fullerton Observer covered this historic moment of interfaith 
solidarity: https://fullertonobserver.com/2021/05/15/a-his-
toric-moment-of-interfaith-solidarity/. 

ICOF also hosts an Eid picnic, this year on Sunday, May 15. 
Families enjoy barbeque together and kids play games. 

What is ICOF? 
The Islamic Center of Fullerton, formerly known as the 

Vietnamese Muslim Community, is located on West Valencia 
Drive, within walking distance from the Fullerton Train 
Station. This is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that strives 
to serve the Muslim community of Fullerton and provide edu-
cational, prayer, and community services. ICOF has been in 
this facility for the last 20 years, with now plans to relocate. 
President Raghib said, “The land to build the mosque has been 
acquired and the construction plans have been completed.” 

The construction costs have doubled due to inflation, lead-
ing to a temporary halt and pushing the date for the comple-
tion from the end of 2022 to mid-2023. President Raghib 
shared ICOF’s vision of creating a mosque that is self-suffi-
cient, not donation-based. The two-story building to be con-
structed will house a retail shopping center on the first floor, 
the rent of which will help run the second floor, which will 
house the prayer rooms and some classrooms for afterschool 
activities.

Volunteers turn out  
for Love  

Fullerton Serve Day 
 

Around 1,900 local volunteers turned 
out for the 9th annual Love Fullerton 
City-wide serve day on Saturday, April 
23. Volunteers from various local organ-
izations gathered in the morning at the 
Fullerton College quad before fanning 
across the City to do a number of service 
projects, including beautifying schools, 
installing drought resistant landscaping, 
cleaning up parks and trails, sprucing up 
neighborhoods, and helping residents in 
need. 

“We gather churches, businesses, serv-
ice organizations, scouts, schools, col-
leges, and residents all coming together 
for the common good of wanting to see 
our city thrive,” said Jay Williams, exec-
utive director of OC United, the local 
nonprofit that organizes Love Fullerton. 
“The goal of Love Fullerton is to meet 
needs, spread kindness, and impact lives 
and we have been doing this for nine 
years now. The beautiful thing about 
Love Fullerton is that it's not just about 
a day, it's about making a difference all 
year long.” 

Fullerton Celebrates 41st Arbor Day  
by Paulyn Angela Pae 

Next year's event will be April 22, 2023. To learn more visit www.ocunited.org.

The city of Fullerton celebrated 
its 41st annual Arbor Day on April 
16 with a tree-planting ceremony 
at Adlena Park. On this day, local 
children, elected officials, and 
neighbors helped to plant five dif-
ferent types of trees with the help 
of City staff and event partners 
West Coast Arborists, Southern 
California Edison, and CSUF. 

The following trees were plant-
ed: 4 Chinese Elm, 2 Ginkgo, 2 
Coast Live Oak, 1 Jacaranda, and 
1 California Sycamore. 

Adlena park was a significant 
location for the event, as the City 
removed (and replaced) six large 
Chinese Elm trees there last year. 

Fullerton’s first Arbor Day was 
held in 1971, and Fullerton was 
the first city in Orange County to 

receive the “Tree City USA” des-
ignation. Recently, Fullerton was 
awarded a CalFire Urban and 
Community Forestry Grant for the 
purpose of improving the City’s 
urban forest. 

The City takes care of over 
40,000 inventoried trees that 
improve air quality, conserving 
energy, attenuating storm water, 
and improving property values. 

In collaboration with Cal State 
Fullerton's Center for 
Sustainability, the City also cele-
brated the Arbor Day and Earth 
Week by planting several trees 
throughout the CSUF campus on  
April 21, 2021.  These trees were 
a part of the City's Urban Forest 
Improvement Project funded by 
CalFire. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF LOVE FULLERTON COMMUNITY.

PHOTO BY EDDIE CARMONA (FROM THE OFFICE OF 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER SHARON QUIRK-SILVA).
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The Teen Brain: 
Part III 

 
Parenting a child is different from parenting a teen. It is at 

the adolescence stage of life that you have someone who is 
preparing to become an adult. In this preparation they can 
make mistakes because their brain is still maturing. It is here 
that they are trying to master their own individuality. A par-
ent or a teacher can play an important role in helping them 
along this journey. Here is some advice to parents and teach-
ers to follow when an adolescent is experiencing a problem, 
according to B. Hohnen, J. Gilmour and T. Murphy (2020), 
J. Reid (1983),  and J. Nelson and L. Lott (2012). 

• As a parent, it is your job to support your teen and to 
understand what is happening, in order for them to find ways 
to cope. It is not your job to fix every problem or make the 
emotions go away. 

• Force yourself to wait while the emotion settles. Think of 
a snow globe being shaken and how the snowflakes fall. 
Wait until the last one falls before you act. It is only during 
this delay that the adolescent and you are feeling less emo-
tional and are able to reflect and talk things through. It is 
now that the thinking brain can do its job. 

• The situation can escalate if you are feeling that your par-
ent/teacher buttons have been pushed by your adolescent. 
Notice what triggers your buttons and extract your emotions 
from the situation. Cool down so you can think rationally. 

• Just listen and withhold your advice for now. The only 
comment at this point is for reflective listening (paraphrase 
back what you heard). Show that you are interested by com-
pletely listening and not doing something else at the same 
time. 

• Be with the adolescent. In trusting you, they may be able 
to share their emotional experience and be better able to 
cope. 

• As the parent, ask yourself what they are really telling 
you? Can you read their need? This is called “decoding” the 
behavior. 

• Let them know that they have crossed the line and 
express your disappointment and that you are angry.  Loving, 
supporting, and understanding your adolescent can be con-
stant, even when you cannot condone their behavior. Bring 
up the issue but let them voice their feelings and understand 
their mistakes – this will help them understand how their 
emotional brain got in the way. 

• Emotional needs are to be expressed by the teen before 
learning can take place effectively, but have clear expecta-
tions about such behaviors as following rules and being 
polite/kind. They can be angry but not rude. 

• Describe the emotion: “It seems like you are really sad 
that you were not invited to the party.” 

• Don’t attack personality attributes or criticize character 
traits. 

• Concern yourself with the present situation, do not bring 
up “old stuff.” 

• Don’t belabor the point by constantly repeating yourself. 
• Don’t retaliate by withholding love 
• Know where and who your adolescent is with and meet 

the parents. 
Parents and teachers, be easy on yourselves. It takes prac-

tice not to “blow up.” When you are quick to anger, the sit-
uation becomes threatening and blocks the adolescent from 
learning appropriate behaviors. Adolescents need to be able 
to access their thinking brain in order to regulate their behav-
ior and responses. Keep practicing the above suggestions, 
but keep in mind you are learning new behaviors. 

The behaviors described above are not in any specific 
order. 

To be continued  
in Part IV of the Teen Brain.

With 13% of Fullerton’s population being persons 
65 and over, it’s important that we understand what 
economic options there are for senior citizens. One 
of these is reverse mortgages. Reverse mortgages 
were first insured by the government in 1987 when 
Congress passed an FHA insurance bill called the 
Home Equity Conversion Mortgage Demonstration. 
This was a pilot program to see how reverse mort-
gages would work with the public. In 1988 
President Ronald Reagan signed the bill into law 
and another year later the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development reported to congress that 
the program was at a constant increase. 

First and foremost, reverse mortgages are not for 
everyone; Tom Knoll of Knoll Financial (a local 
here in Fullerton who handles reverse mortgages) 
said that “for someone [a couple] who doesn’t have 
a house payment, has two retirement incomes, plus 
social security (i.e., anyone who has excess money 
to spend), I would talk them out of it.” A reverse 
mortgage is more for seniors who are living pay-
check to paycheck and can’t afford, for example, an 
unexpected $3,000 car, medical, or home repair 
expense.  

To first qualify for a reverse mortgage, you must 
be 62 years of age and older. A reverse mortgage is 
a loan that will let you trade the equity in your home 
in exchange for cash (home equity = your home’s 
value – mortgage remaining). Let’s say that your 
home’s value is $800,000 and the mortgage you 
have remaining to pay off is $200,000. That means 
your equity is $600,000. A reverse mortgage will 
allow you to convert part of that equity into cash or 
credit. 

This is the opposite of a regular mortgage where 
you pay the bank every month to buy your home, 
and the amount owed to the bank goes down. In a 
reverse mortgage you get a loan in which the bank 
pays you and the amount owed goes up. 

When you take out a reverse mortgage, the house 
remains in your name, and you do not have to repay 
the money you were loaned while you are living in 
your home (payments are optional). This does not 

mean it is free money; interest and fees are also 
added to the money borrowed each month, which 
will equal the rising loan balance. The owner of the 
house is still responsible for other living expenses 
such as property taxes and insurance. The money 
that you receive from reverse mortgages is tax free 
and it won’t affect Medicare or Social Security, but 
low-income benefits such as Medicaid or EBT 
could be affected. 

When the borrower no longer lives in the home 
via moving out or a death; you, your significant 
other, or your estate would have to repay that loan, 
which on occasion means selling the house. But if 
the balance is able to be paid off, the home will not 
need to be sold. If the home depreciates in value, the 
homeowner or their estate is not required to pay the 
difference if the loan exceeds the home value. 

A major pro of a Reverse Mortgage is you no 
longer have a house payment to make and instead 
will be receiving money and living in your own 
home. For example, if someone who is 62 years or 
old has equity in their home but is living paycheck 
to paycheck, a reverse mortgage would free them to 
be able to go on that trip they wanted, not rely on 
senior meals, or worry about an unexpected 
expense. 

A major con of a Reverse Mortgage is you are los-
ing equity for your beneficiaries. This means that if 
you are planning on giving a home to someone, that 
someone would probably have to either sell the 
home or pay off the reverse mortgage loan balance. 

As stated earlier, if you are considering a reverse 
mortgage, it is best to contact a financial advisor to 
see if a reverse mortgage is best for you.

What is a Reverse 
Mortgage? by Adrian Meza

Housing Crisis continued from front page

Ultimately, all these statistics point to a dire con-
clusion: the California Dream is under serious 
threat because of our state’s failure to produce 
enough affordable housing. 

California’s legislators have taken note. In the 
past couple years, through the “Building 
Opportunities for all” Senate Housing Package, 
they’ve been busy crafting and passing housing leg-
islation to address this crisis. Although this legisla-
tive package, which has been endorsed by groups 
ranging from the Orange County Business Council 
to Habitat for Humanity California, uses a wide 
variety of tools to stimulate housing production, all 
rely on the central fact that California’s lack of 
housing supply is the main culprit causing our high 
housing costs. California ranks 49th out of 50 states 
when it comes to housing units per capita. 

• Senate Bill 6 allows developers to put housing 
developments on land zoned for commercial use, 
such as former strip malls, and requires that projects 
have a minimum density to ensure that any housing 
built contains affordable units. 

• Senate Bill 9 allows property owners in areas 
zoned for single-family dwellings to build a duplex 
and/or split an existing lot, thus creating four units 
where there was only one. This, combined with 

accessory dwelling units, could allow for up to 8 
units on a lot. 

• Senate Bill 10 makes it easier for affordable 
housing to be built by giving cities the right to up-
zone near public transit and jobs, as well as exempts 
such projects from going through the environmental 
review process mandated by the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

• Senate Bill 330 removes various barriers regard-
ing joint occupancy for community colleges to 
allow housing for students and workers, and also 
allows the colleges to work with private developers 
to get the housing built. California’s college stu-
dents particularly bear the brunt of the housing cri-
sis. 

• Finally, Senate Bill 791 creates a new unit with-
in the State’s Department of Housing and 
Community Development that would assist the 
agencies in developing new housing on their sur-
plus land. 

California’s legislators are recognizing that tack-
ling the housing crisis is best accomplished when 
many actors are involved, from homeowners to 
developers to community colleges to local agencies 
and communities.
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On 18 March 2022, Barbara Jean 
Eggert passed away peacefully of nat-
ural causes. She was 87 years old. She 
is survived by her three sons (Steven, 
Michael, and Glenn) and seven grand-
children. Barbara's passing occurred 
18 days after her birthday and just 65 
days after the death of her beloved 
husband of 64 years, 
Robert Henry Eggert. 

She was born on 28 
February 1935 and 
raised in Glendale, CA. 
After attending 
Whittier College ini-
tially, Barbara trans-
ferred to her dream 
school (UCLA) and 
pledged Alpha 
Omicron Pi (ΑΟΠ). 
She met Bob on a blind 
date through Sigma Pi. 
She would eventually 
return to Whittier College, where she 
earned her undergraduate degree. 

On 19 June 1957, in her hometown 
of Glendale, she married Bob. He 
joined the US Navy, and Barbara 
served as a schoolteacher before set-
tling in as a committed mother and 
homemaker. They lived in San Diego 
and Whittier, but Fullerton is where 
they planted their deepest roots. After 
44 years in Fullerton, their path led to 
Newport Beach to be closer to family. 
While raising her three boys, she 
served as an active participant in sev-
eral PTAs. 

Barbara started her professional 
career at Fullerton Union High 
School. Over her 15+ year tenure, she 
worked for the Assistant Principal in 
charge of discipline while also being 
assigned as administrative support for 
ASB Activities. Barbara mentored 
young leaders through her hands on 
work-practice approach and supported 

the recovery of others in trouble. Her 
intelligent, engaging, and big-laugh 
nature earned her several recognitions 
for Administrative Employee of the 
Year. 

Upon retirement, Barbara became 
active in her community. She found 
fulfillment in dedicating time to the 

Assistance League 
P r o f e s s i o n a l 
Humanitarian Auxiliary 
of Assistance League of 
Fullerton (also known 
as ALPHA), an affiliate 
of the National 
Assistance League. A 
voracious reader, 
Barbara's proudest con-
tributions were to 
ALPHA's annual "Day 
of Authors" event. She 
worked hard each year 
on securing A-list 

speakers, most notably Doris Kearns 
Goodwin. 

For Barbara Jean Eggert, being a 
mother and caregiver was her proudest 
life accomplishment. Her care and 
devotion to her children, grandchil-
dren, friends, and neighbors were felt 
by all. Her deep love and respect for 
her husband, Bob, anchored her 
throughout. Married 64 years,their life 
together was the most remarkable 
example of companionship, passion, 
and purpose. 

In place of flowers, donations can be 
made in Barbara Jean Eggert's honor 
to the Assistance League of Fullerton 
to support programs in the Fullerton 
community. 

Assistance League of Fullerton 
In Memory of Barbara Jean Eggert 

233 W. Amerige Avenue,  
Fullerton, CA 92835. 

www.assistanceleague.org/ 
fullerton/donate

Barbara Jean Eggert 1935-2022

Fritz’s Vienna Trip by Karen Lang-McNabb 
 

This true story is based on letters my grandmother, Ilse Lang, received  
from family and friends in Europe during WWII. It will be in a book  

entitled Eating the Piano, © 2022. 
Ollie lived in San Francisco but her 

valuables, jewelry and rare stamps, were 
stuck in Vienna. In 1939, she wrote her 
ex-husband Fritz; they were both mem-
bers of “Four Friends” who looked out 
for one another. She asked him, would 
you like to retrieve them?  

Yes, he would.  
Smuggling valuables out of Vienna 

was risky, but if Fritz’s anemic Swiss 
factory went bankrupt, that could have 
been much worse. Our family is 
Jewish—Switzerland could have deport-
ed him to Germany.  

Jewelry and precious stamps made it 
easy to move value from one country to 
another. If a smuggler were caught, they 
could use a sparkling ring or necklace 
for a bribe. Stamps were easily hidden 
crossing borders. 

On June 21, Fritz waved goodbye to 
his fiancée Lena, and boarded the train 
to Vienna. It was 1939, and war clouds 
were gathering; he hoped to return 
quickly with his valuables and phony 
Swiss passport.  

Did Fritz unlock a safe deposit box or 
dig up treasure in someone’s garden? 
Family members would not say – their 
mail was read by the authorities. 

Fritz got back on the train June 25, but 
two weeks later he still had not arrived. 
Lena’s sister, Hanna, wrote: 

Is there any sense in hoping Fritz is 
still alive?  

Lena worked long hours waitressing 
as well as keeping Fritz’s factory afloat. 
If it went bankrupt while he was gone, 
he could not get back into Switzerland 
and that was too difficult to think about. 

They found Fritz in Feldkirch Prison, 
on the Swiss-Austrian border. His pass-
port was real enough to cross the border, 
but not real enough to get help from the 
Swiss. He had been captured by the 
Gestapo: the Nazi secret police known 
for their brutal tactics. 

Lena wanted to bribe a Gestapo offi-
cer, but she didn’t have the money.  
Since Ollie had offered the original gift, 
could she provide cash for Fritz’s 
release, too?  

On August 23, Fritz was still locked up 
in a four-person cell that held twenty. 
But there was a plan. The Gestapo offi-
cer would take Fritz to a hotel due to 
“bad health.” There he would bribe the 
guards and drive Fritz to Switzerland in 
his car. 

Lena’s sister Hanna: It sounded like a 
terrible idea! But better than 1-2 years 
in Dachau.  

By late August, Fritz should have been 
freed, but no one had heard anything. If 
war came about, Hanna’s husband 
thought the Gestapo would keep Fritz as 
a working prisoner.  

For Lena, life seemed bleak and grey; 

only her 11-year-old daughter could 
bring forth sunshine.  

I…learned that life always goes on, 
even if one is absolutely convinced that 
all is over.  

On the following week, September 1, 
1939, Germany invaded Poland and 
WWII began. One positive aspect to 
war—Austrian prison guards were held 
to military discipline and less likely to 
create mayhem with the prisoners just 
for sport.  

Back in Switzerland, officials revoked 
Fritz’s work permit, residence permit, 
and visa. Another positive aspect to 
war—if he could return to Switzerland, 
they could no longer deport him to 
Germany. 

In September, bail arrived from Ollie. 
Lena was overjoyed:  

Thanks for the money! 
                                        

************* 
By October, four months after Fritz 

left for Vienna, Hanna wrote:  
You know that Fritz is free, I suppose. 

We were so happy! But he only got three 
weeks permit and he has no idea what 
then or where to go. 

Fritz was freed after long negotiations. 
He promised to return for trial, but 
nobody believed it. After recovering, he 
complained he had been treated like a 
piece of goods.  

He never thanked Ollie. Later, she 
wondered, did he understand her part in 
freeing him? 

Fritz, through God knows what misun-
derstandings, seems to hate me glowing-
ly.  In earlier letters he made to Hans 
this wild statement of disgust about me. 

I have no idea why.  He doesn't seem 
to know that together with Hans I led the 
relief operation for him and myself 
raised and sent a sum that was too large 
for our circumstances, to provide the 
ransom for him…  

Fritz had known the risks of smug-
gling. But he spent months completely 
defenseless, waiting to be rescued. His 
powerlessness and fear may have had a 
greater effect on him than he wanted to 
acknowledge.  

Hanna ended the year with hope: 
All the best for you [Ilse,] and do write 

soon. A happy Christmas… and lots of 
good wishes for the next year. Perhaps it 
will bring on better times. 

Feldkirche Prison, Austria



LAND WANTED 
 

Interested in buying open land to 
build four bedroom house in 
Fullerton area.  
Send price, location, square feet and 
contact number to:  

BIPINENGINEER@ 
HOTMAIL.COM
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PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

SALES MANAGER 
Plan, direct, or coordinate the  

distribution of the product.  
Bachelor's degree in Business, 

Sales or related. 
 Send resume to  

Ace Packaging Inc. 499 Nibus St. 
#E, Brea, CA 92821.

EMPLOYMENT
PART TIME - FLEXIBLE HRS 

Art printing and production compa-
ny is seeking a part-time person to 
assist with stretching of art canvases 
and/or wood frame assembly 
(stretcher bars). To the trade only, we 
provide artwork for galleries, hotels, 
etc. Stretching requires use of pneu-
matic tools, similar to assembly for 
picture framing. Friendly, safe, clean 
environment. Part-time hours are 
flexible, not fixed. Basic wood skills 
preferred, but will train. Non-smok-
ing facility.  

Inquiries to:  
paula@hfapod.com or  

call 714 996 2100

Send classified ads to ADS@FULLERTONOBSERVER.COM: All information must accompany a name, street address, phone number and payment in full  
or they will not be printed. Classified ads are $40 per 40 words, $12 per photo/image. We reserve the right to not print ads deemed inappropriate for our paper.

Looking for HOME 
Quiet 1 bedroom house or guest 

house, detached cottage,  
or condo end unit. 

Fullerton/Brea/Placentia area.  
Budget is around $1,700 and 

would prefer around 700 sq. ft. 
Excellent tenant.   

Lease is up on June 30th! 
Please email: fusion_08@live.com

THERAPIST OFFICE  
FOR RENT 

Large office with all the amenities: 
• Furnished 

• Accoustic isolation 
• Garden View 

• Convenient location  
on Chapman Avenue 

 Send inquiries to:  
kenkaisch@yahoo.com or  

call 714 390 0601
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FOR RENT

WANTED

Restaurant Host Wanted 
Hopscotch Tavern located on the corner 
of Harbor and Commonwealth is look-
ing for a restaurant host. They are look-
ing for a team player who has great cus-
tomer service skills and can multitask. 
Call (714)-871-2222 for more informa-
tion. 
 

Game Master Wanted 
Wild Goose Escape Rooms is looking 
for a Game Master to greet customers as 
they walk in, watch over them and give 
hints and clues as they play games, and 
create memorable fun experiences for 
their customers. To contact Wild Goose 
call (714)-879-3369. 
 
Booth Operator – Juicer/Cashier 

Coastal Cane a small business here in 
Fullerton is looking for someone to 
operate a booth at farmers market, coun-
try fairs, and events. Responsibilities are 
juicing sugar cane, taking orders, and 
handling money. Call (714) 548-8440. 
 
Reading and Writing Tutor (K-8) 

Primus Academy is looking for a teacher 
who will help students have fun reading 
and writing. There are 4-5 students in 
each class and the pay is $17-$25 per 
hour.  
Email PrimusAcademy101@gmail.com 
 

Team Member 
Dave’s Hot Chicken located on 
Orangethorpe and Harbor, are looking 
for a team member who will maintain a 
fast speed of service, resolve questions 
and concerns of guests, and follow all 
safety and security procedures. Call 
(562) 314-3660. 
 
Night Auditor/ Front Desk Clerk 

The Fullerton Hotel is looking for a 
Night Auditor to assist guests with their 
overnight requests and balance accounts 
from the day shift. Night Auditor 
responsibilities include checking in 
guests, handling their requests and tak-
ing reservations. Call (714) 635-9000. 
 

Immigration Law Clerk 
The Law Offices of Gita B. Kapur are 
seeking a law clerk for deportation & 
defense immigration, with strong inter-
est in immigration law. Position requires 
to do legal research, legal memorandum, 
prepares legal briefs & motions. Pay 
ranges from $22-$28hr, (213)-784-6598 
 

Swim Coach/ Instructor 
The YMCA is looking for someone to 
informs participants of rules and regula-
tions, promote programs to members 
and participants, distribute and collect 
program evaluations, set up & dismantle 
equipment. Call (714) 879-9622 or visit 
ymcaoc.org. 
 

Community Service Leader  
– Parks and Trails 

The City of Fullerton is looking for 
someone for their Parks and Trails 
department. Work is performed in a 
community center, day camp and/or 
playground environment. Some work 
may be performed in an office environ-
ment and in a variety of field trip loca-
tions. Apply at governmentjobs.com. 
 

Ophthalmic Assistant 
Looking for an Ophthalmic Assistant 
Must have experience in operating oph-
thalmic instruments and equipment: 
Visual Field, OCT, Lensometry, Slit 
Lamp, Goldmann Applanation, 
Tonopen, Corneal Topography, etc.  

Contact Terry & Kim  
Eye Institute, (714)-525-2375 

 
Dental Assistance / Receptionist 

Amerige Endodontics needs a dental 
assistant who can help with front office 
duties. Will train for the front office 
duties. Call (657)-217-5227. 
 

Food Prep 
Greenhouse Café is looking for Back of 
the House food prep. Food items are 
breakfast and lunch. Work entails gener-
al food prep and assembly. Experience 
in food is preferred. Pay is based on 
experience. Call (714) 447-1515. 
 

Dental Assistant 
Jeffery J Stehly DDS, We are looking 
for a competent dental assistant who 
will continue to keep the back office 
efficient & comfortable for patients. 
You’ll ensure excellent patient care & 
assist the doctor chairside. Call (714)-
526-5001. 
 

Computer Science Teacher 
Innovation Academy in Fullerton is a 
prominent academy in Orange County 
region! We are looking for hard-work-
ing and amazing teachers with positive 
attitudes to join our wonderful team. 
(714)-391-3391 email innoacademy-
fullerton@gmail.com. 
 

Special Needs Therapeutic 
Horseback Riding Instructor 

Seeking a Program Instructor for our 
equine therapy program. The ideal can-
didate must have experience working 
with horses and individuals with special 
needs. This candidate must be patient, 
enthusiastic, assertive, and professional. 
Call (714) 230-6247       . 
 

Civil Engineer 
City of Fullerton • FT $7- $9+K Mo 
303 W. Commonwealth Ave 
(714) 738-6361www.cityoffullerton.com 
 

Director of Community and 
Economic Development 

City of Fullerton • FT $135,950.00- 
$203,926 Annually 
303 W Commonwealth Ave 
(714) 738-6361www.cityoffullerton.com 
 
Homeless Outreach Case Manager 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited) - 
$20- $25 Hourly 
303 W Commonwealth Ave 
(714) 738-6361www.cityoffullerton.com

Orange County  
Registrar of Voters 

 
The June 7 California Statewide 

Direct Primary Election is quickly 
approaching. We are currently hiring 
more than 300 Customer Service 
Representatives to staff Vote 
Centers. 

Please apply as a customer service 
representative at a Vote Center in 
your community.   

For additional information call 
(714) 567-7321  

or email 
 recruitment@ocvote.gov

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT
Human Resources Technician  

FT - $4 - $6,127.33 Monthly 
303 W. Commonwealth Ave. 
(714) 738-6361www.cityoffullerton.com 
 

Library Division Manager 
FT - $76,835.20 - $98,072.00 Annually 
303 W. Commonwealth Ave. 
(714) 738-6361www.cityoffullerton.com 
 

Mechanic II 
FT- $4K - $5,104.67 Monthly 
303 W. Commonwealth Ave. 
(714) 738-6361www.cityoffullerton.com 
 

Payroll Technician Series 
FT - $4,186.52 - $6,127.33 Monthly 
303 W. Commonwealth Ave. 
(714) 738-6361www.cityoffullerton.com 
 

Police Officer Lateral 
Academy Trained 

FT - $6,290.09 - $8,640.15 Monthly 
303 W. Commonwealth Ave. 
(714) 738-6361www.cityoffullerton.com 
 

Police Officer Trainee 
FT - $6,290.09 - $6,934.89 Monthly 
303 W. Commonwealth Ave. 
(714) 738-6361www.cityoffullerton.com 
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Wilshire Bike Blvd. Barriers by Jane Rands

The temporary installation of the Walk 
on Wilshire (WoW), just east of Harbor 
Blvd on West Wilshire Ave, now has 
more barriers and stanchions and is 
physically more obtrusive than original-
ly implemented, yet it is not effectively 
functioning to route cyclists through the 
center of the dining area as intended to 
facilitate access to the Bike Blvd. 

The street is designated as a Bike Blvd 
in the City's General Plan and was 
improved with grant funding to serve as 
a safe and convenient alternative to 
Chapman or Commonwealth for bicy-
clists. The closure of a portion of 
Wilshire Ave essentially closed a portion 
of the city's only Bike Blvd. 

While the barriers make it clear to 
automobiles that the street is off limits, 
those barriers signal the same to bicy-
clists who are continuing to use the side-
walk to pass through the WoW. Staff 
intends to add directional bike route 
signs to funnel bicyclists into and out of 
the 10 foot wide corridor. 

Pedestrians are also getting signs to 
reroute them from the mid-block, 

stamped concrete crosswalk to Harbor. 
The design does not contemplate pedes-
trians crossing the street just west of the 
barriers, where pedestrians are most 
likely to cross. 

The street closure was initiated along 
with other temporary outdoor dining on 
private property and in public parking 
lots during the COVID pandemic to 
enable restaurants to continue to serve 
customers with more than just take-out 
when indoor dining was restricted or 
limited. As restrictions loosened and 
eventually lifted and with customers 
accustomed to eating outdoors. the City 
Council extend the temporary outdoor 
dining multiple times. 

The most recent extension, approved 
by City Council on March 15, includes a 
shift from temporary to permanent din-
ing on private property and public park-
ing lots, but the street closure is a bit dif-
ferent. A permanent closure of the street 
for dining would require funding for 
new infrastructure. As well, some coun-
cil members are advocating for only a 
seasonal road closure. 

The Downtown 
Fullerton Active 
Transportation Plan 
was funded through a 
small grant to 
improve safety for 
people who walk, 
bike, or otherwise 
role in and around 
downtown. The 
Active Transportation 
Committee will meet 
May 4 at 5:30pm in 
City Council 
Chambers to hear 
comments from the 
public.

The 2003 intrusion of the former 
Florentine businesses of approx. 320 
square feet of public sidewalk on East 
Commonwealth Ave at Harbor Blvd has 
rankled many Fullerton citizens. In 
February this year, the Planning 
Commission unanimously agreed to 
request that the City Council order the 
restoration of the public space. The issue 
was on the April 5 City Council agenda 
as item15, “Restoration of Public Right 
of Way at Harbor and Commonwealth 
and Termination of Encroachment at 
100 North Harbor.” Mayor Fred Jung 
announced it would be continued. 

Encroachment Issue on Agenda by Judith Kaluzny

Listen to  
Observing Fullerton

Director of Public Works, Meg McWade presented 3 options to council for WoW. 
The council chose to extend the closure for 12 months "while the City evaluates 
adding a temporary bike lane" provided at least 3 businesses apply for an 
Encroachment Agreement and permits. 8 in total have applied and the city moved 
forward with the temporary bike plan designed by City Traffic Engineer, Dave 
Roseman. 

Roseman's plan and implementation differs from the recommendation from the 
city's Active Transportation Committee (ATC). Their recommendation avoids rout-
ing bicyclists into the crosswalk and anticipates restoring the traffic signal pattern 
to avoid conflicts. The mid-block crosswalk closure was not included in the design 
staff brought to the ATC and was not discussed at their meeting March 10.

However, it was referred to City 
Attorney Richard D. Jones, who said at  
the April 19 Council meeting, “We 
received direction from the City 
Council” regarding that issue. Jones, 
responding to a later email query from 
The Observer, said that the City 
Manager is conducting discussions with 
the property owner. He said City 
Manager Jeff Collier had conveyed that 
City Council direction to the lawyer for 
the new owner of the property, Mario 
Marovic. “The attorney has indicated 
that he would respond, and his response 
is now due,” Jones said. “Discussion 
was based on potential litigation based 

on property owner’s position.” 
Mr. Collier confirmed in an email that 

Marovic’s attorney was invited to send 
any proposals he may want to have con-
sidered by the City Council. “He has 
since sent a letter to the City Attorney 
and this letter will be communicated to 
Council in closed session at the May 3 
meeting,” Collier said. 

Marovic did not respond to inquiry 
regarding the status of the discussions. 

In a previous interview, Marovic said 
he would not go forward with the out-
door dining in the pedestrian walkway 
behind his building. “The cost is prohib-
itive,” he said. The outdoor dining had 

been approved in an “administrative 
zoning” hearing in the City Economic 
and Community Development 
Department in August 2021. 

Those wishing to speak about this 
agenda item are encouraged to show up 
at the City Council meeting May 3rd in 
person or via Zoom. The meeting will 
take place in City Council chambers. 


