
To address the ongoing statewide 
drought, the City Council adopted water 
use restrictions for both residential and 
commercial customers. These restric-
tions went into effect on June 10.  

WHAT ARE THE MANDATORY WATER 
USE RESTRICTIONS? 

• No watering lawns on Sundays. Even 

addresses water on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday. Odd address-
es water on Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday. 
• Prohibits watering lawns on all days 
between the hours of 9am and 6pm. 
• Prohibits using a hose to wash down 
paved surfaces such as sidewalks, 

driveways, and parking areas. 
• All leaks from indoor and outdoor 
plumbing fixtures shall be promptly 
repaired. 
• Must use a shutoff nozzle to wash a 
motor vehicle. 
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WATER USE RESTRICTIONS IN EFFECT NOW 

see Water Use Restrictions on page 2

Who Makes Decisions for the City? Developers, Special Interest Groups, or the Voters of Fullerton?  
by Save Sunrise Village Team 

Shopoff Realty Investments purchased 
Sunrise Village, a commercially zoned 
12-acre site at Rosecrans and Euclid, 
over a year ago. Their intention is to push 
out the remaining small business owners 
and demolish the site, with the intent to 
build a massive residential development. 

From the very beginning, before any 
meetings had taken place with City offi-
cials, Shopoff held on to an assumption 
that a zone change would be easily 
acquired without the need for input from 
those neighborhoods most likely to be 
affected. 

The developer has influenced their way 
into our city giving large financial gifts to 
City events and local organizations in 
order to gain support from key members 
in our community at the expense of our 
neighborhood. 

They continued to plow ahead, pushing 
up termination dates on leases for a num-
ber of Sunrise Village business owners 
that were not set to expire for a number of 
years. They took advantage of these 
Korean American immigrant business 
owners by manipulating them into 
believing they had no choice but to leave. 

Close to 50% of District 1 is of Asian 
descent, yet where is the equity when it 
comes to having small business opportu-
nities close to home? 

The mission of the North Orange 
County Chamber (formerly Fullerton 
Chamber of Commerce) states their pur-
pose is to help further the interests of 
small businesses in local areas and to 
keep these small businesses alive. Yet, it 
is obvious that their preference is not to 
support the Korean American small busi-
ness owners at Sunrise Village. It appears 
they have chosen to support Shopoff’s 
plan to push out existing businesses. 
Inclusiveness does not appear to be part 
of their vision for the City. 

Mayor Fred Jung said we need 
accountability and responsive leadership 
in supporting our local Korean American 
businesses as he has acknowledged the 
challenges and struggles they experience 
while trying to make a living. 

Integrity and respect for the process of 
collaboration with this project has been 
shameful from the residents’ perspective. 
Shopoff has used every tactic available to 
get what they want. 

1. Sunrise Village IS STILL ZONED 
COMMERCIAL. Why does City 
Council allow the developer to focus 
99% of their entire presentation on the 
assumption that the site will become 
residential? Are we being left out of 
closed-door discussions that should 
have been public? Who’s running the 
show? Is it the developer? 
2. Shopoff has given numerous and 
undisclosed amounts money to organi-
zations and City events throughout 
Fullerton. We question when a gift or 
donation becomes a bribe.  
3. Shopoff representatives damaged the 
reputation of a Korean American busi-
ness owner by publicly stating confi-
dential information about them. 
4. Misrepresenting to city council the 
extent of their public outreach. Most of 
the neighbors found out about the pro-
posed development from other neigh-
bors and business owners and not from 
developer outreach. 
5. Shopoff has publicly challenged the 
validity of our over 2,600 legal and 

Re: Fullerton Get’s an ‘F’ on 
Campaign Finance Laws (Mid-June 
issue). The article states that 
"Fullerton has not enacted any limits 
on campaign contributions by indi-
viduals or Political Action 
Committees (PACs)."  While that 
statement is true, there is no mention 
that there are limits on how much 
contributors can give to Fullerton 
City Council candidates. The limit is 
$4900.00 per individual, PAC, or 
Business. 

In 2020 the California State 
Legislature enacted a law that limited 
contributions to candidates for City or 
County offices, which do not have 
separate, locally enacted limits to the 
State limit.  This law went into effect 
on January 1, 2021 and the State limit 
was set to $4900.00 at that time. 
While 'Citizens Take Action" might 
still give Fullerton an 'F,' the article 
implies that there are no limits on 
contributions to Fullerton City 
Council candidates and that should be 
clarified. 

Ed: Thank you Tammi McIntyre 

CORRECTION

see Sunrise Village on page 17

City Outsources 
IT for $3M  

per Year in New 
Agreement

by Jesse La Tour  
City Council approved an agreement 

on June 21 with Glass Box Technology, 
Inc. for information technology (IT) 
projects and services at an approximate 
monthly cost of $280,000, which works 
out to over $3 million per year. This 
agreement extends through June 2023. 

The City began contracting out IT 
services to Glass Box in 2019, and has 
gradually increased its reliance on this 
private company to both upgrade and 
enhance the City’s IT infrastructure and 
to provide some IT services that were 
once done by City Staff. Currently 
Fullerton’s Police Chief Robert Dunn is 
the City’s head of IT. 

According to the City’s check register 
of payments, Fullerton has paid over 
$5.4 million to Glass Box since 2019. 

City staff recommended extending the 
City’s agreement with Glass Box 

see Outsourcing IT on page 5

Community Voices Speak Against Sunrise Village Development

Roe v. Wade Overturned: Following the Supreme Court’s June 24 ruling, hundreds protested in Downtown Fullerton  
as part of Planned Parenthood’s national rally for abortion rights. Read more on page 15.     PHOTO BY SASKIA KENNEDY

YOUR  
SUBSCRIPTION  

KEEPS US 
PRINTING. 

  
We are a volunteer 

and community written 45 year old 
newspaper. Please send check for $39 
to PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92834 
or pay with credit card at 
www.fullertonobserver.com, any 
questions can be answered via email: 
ads@fullertonobserver.com or call 
(714) 525-6402.
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Water Use Restrictions continued from front page

WHAT SHOULD FULLERTON RESIDENTS 
DO RIGHT NOW TO SAVE WATER? 

• Cut Outdoor Water Use: Are you 
over-watering your lawn? Is your 
sprinkler timer set correctly? 
• Fix Water Leaks: Checking for leaks 
is easy and can be one of the most 
effective ways to use water wisely. 
• Apply for a Rebate: There are a wide 
range of programs and incentives to 
help reduce daily water use. Rebates 
are available for water efficient 
devices such as smart sprinkler timers, 
rotating sprinkler nozzles, and toilets. 
Remove water-thirsty turf and get a 
rebate to help with the costs. Go to 
SoCalWaterSmart.com for a complete 
list of rebates. 
 

HOW WILL THE NEW WATER RESTRIC-
TIONS BE ENFORCED? WHAT HAPPENS IF 
I DON’T REDUCE MY WATER USAGE? 

Residents will receive a courtesy 
notice and a final notice before a fine is 
issued by code enforcement. The cour-

tesy notices will be door tags addressing 
the issue and what must be resolved. 
The final notice will come in the mail as 
final notice letter. This will typically be 
a step-up process that focuses on educa-
tion and assistance to help the customer 
remedy the issue. After multiple notices 
of water wasting within a 12-month 
period, the resident may incur fines. The 
City and residents will be held responsi-
ble for the new statewide water restric-
tions; we’re in this together. 
 
WHAT IF I NOTICE MY NEIGHBOR HAS A 
WATER LEAK OR IS OVER-WATERING? 

To ensure that we achieve a 20% water 
savings, help neighbors spot leaks or 
overspray in their sprinklers. If you 
can’t get in contact with your neighbors, 
you can use the water smart line at: 
(714) 738-6744, WaterConservation@ 
cityoffullerton.com, or use the myfuller-
ton app to alert the City.  

When alerting the City, it is recom-
mended to send pictures of the leak. 

LOW INCOME 
HOUSEHOLD WATER 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAM  
LIHWAP stands for the Low Income 

Household Water Assistance Program 
which offers a one-time payment to help 
you pay your past due water or waste-
water bills. 

LIHWAP helps pay overdue bills 
which accrued during any timeframe. 
There is no date restriction for when the 
overdue amount occurred. 

HOW DO I APPLY? 
Households can apply for assistance 

through a local LIHWAP service 
provider. Eligibility for services can 
vary depending on income, water sys-
tem participation, place of residence, 
and other factors. Households whose 
utility payments are included in their 
rent may also be eligible for LIHWAP. 
To learn more about how to apply visit: 
https://csd.ca.gov/waterbill. 

WHAT CAN I QUALIFY FOR? 
The size of a benefit can vary depend-

ing on the past due balance of the house-
hold’s residential water and wastewater 
bills. In addition, program participation 
is limited to households receiving serv-
ices from water and wastewater 
providers enrolled in LIHWAP. 
Households that qualify could reduce 
their water or wastewater charges, or 
both if their bills include both services, 
by up to $2,000. If you are struggling to 
afford your water or wastewater bills, 
visit: csd.ca.gov/waterbill.

Taking Out the Lawn? by Penny Hlavac 

Timing is important. Summer is a great time to remove a lawn but hold off on 
planting your new drought tolerant plants until late fall, taking advantage of cooler 
temperatures and winter rain. 

Sometimes removing a lawn can reveal unpleasant surprises, which in the past just 
got mowed over. Oxalis pes-caprae was brought over from South Africa years ago 
as an ornamental. In cool weather, its yellow flowers and clover-like leaves are very 
attractive, but it soon takes over entire yards and looks awful when it dies. Bulbs 
must be removed completely to get rid of it. Nut sedge looks like grass and blends 
in perfectly with a mown lawn. Once the lawn grass is gone, it will keep popping 
up until you remove all the tubers (“nutlets”) at the end of its roots. If your previous 
lawn had Bermuda grass in it, keep in mind that it has underground stems growing 
deep into the ground that must be completely removed or it comes back and crowds 
out your new plantings. And even those weeds that can easily be hand pulled can 
come back by the thousands in a yard with a large weed “seed bank.” 

A much pleasanter summer activity is visiting our own Fullerton Arboretum to get 
ideas for your fall planting. I love the “buckwheats” (genus Eriogonum), which 
range in size from low growing perennials to large shrubs like Saint Catherine’s 
Lace (Eriogonum giganteum) now in full bloom in the Arboretum’s Channel Islands 
garden. It has masses of tiny lacy white flowers that provide nectar and pollen for 
bees, butterflies, and flower flies. In late summer and fall the flowers turn an attrac-
tive brown attracting seed-eating birds. 

When at last fall arrives with its great fall plant sales, it may be tempting to buy 
your plants in the largest pots available in hopes of creating an instantly mature gar-
den. Actually, smaller plants adapt more quickly to your soil and soon catch up. 
Your new purchases will require water to get established. I like hand watering, or 

Saint Catherine's Lace at the Fullerton Arboretum

you could use drip irrigation. Using sprinklers to water the entire yard including 
places where nothing is planted will waste water and encourage weeds. Sow 
California wildflower seeds in the unirrigated spaces. My wildflowers rely on rain-
fall alone. The seeds germinate when the late fall/winter rains begin and the flowers 
bloom profusely in spring. Then they die after leaving plenty of seed to begin the 
cycle again the next year (with seeds left over for seed-eating birds).

HOW OFTEN SHOULD I BE WATERING? 
Watering should follow the three day 

scheduled watering days. No watering 
lawns on Sundays. Even addresses water 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Odd 
addresses water on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday. 

Will I be notified by the City when 
water conservation rules go into effect? 

Yes, customers will be notified by 
mailing regarding water restrictions 
including watering day schedule. 

 
HOW CAN I BE MORE MINDFUL OF MY 
WATER USAGE? 

Almost 60% of water usage goes to 
outdoor irrigation. An easy way to 
reduce outdoor watering is to turn down 
your sprinklers by a minute or two. To 
save even more water, consider trans-
forming your lawn into a drought toler-
ant landscape or switching sprinklers to 
more water efficient sprinkler heads. 

  
IF I AM ALREADY CONSERVING A LOT OF 
WATER, WHY DO I HAVE TO CONSERVE 
MORE? 

To ensure the city of Fullerton saves 
20% of water use, the City and residents 
must work together to achieve this goal. 
This is historically the worst drought on 
record with a dry winter and a dry spring 
following. Every bit of conservation 
helps California make it through the 
drought. 

This information is available on the 
city website: www.cityoffullerton.com 
click on government > departments > 
public works > water-system > conser-
vation > faqs.

In November of 2012 Measure X was 
approved by Fullerton voters allowing 
“Safe and Sane” fireworks within desig-
nated areas of the City, on private prop-
erty, between 10am and 10pm and 
ONLY on the 4th of July. 

Please keep in mind that discharging 
any Firework that is not deemed “Safe 
& Sane” is still against the law, not to 
mention incredibly dangerous for you 
and those around you. 
HOW TO KNOW IF A FIREWORK IS ILLEGAL 
Look for identifiers. Illegal fireworks 
include those described as cherry 
bombs, bottle rockers, mortars, aerial 
shells, M-80s and firecrackers. Illegal 
fireworks can also easily be identified 
by the lack of a seal of approval from 
the CA State Fire Marshall. If the fire-
work can leave the ground or explode in 

the air, it is illegal. 
Use of illegal fireworks is a CRIME. 

Possession of illegal fireworks is a mis-
demeanor and punishable by fine up to 
$1000 and/or imprisonment. 

As a reminder, in order for police offi-
cers to cite for violations, officers have 
to observe the person(s) lighting the 
fireworks in violation of 7.26.010 FMC. 

 For more information visit: 
 www.cityoffullerton.com/fireworks.  
Please REMEMBER, unless it is a 

matter of life and death, DO NOT 
CALL 9-1-1 to report illegal fireworks. 
Instead, please contact the Fireworks 
Line at (714) 738-3165. When reporting 
fireworks please provide the address or 
cross street which the fireworks are 
coming from. 

 ReportFireworks@Fullertonpd.org 

Illegal Fireworks
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Eighth grader OWEN TANG  
is Scholastic Chess Champion of Fullerton by Pete Baron 

Super-champ  
tournament  

players  
Owen  
Tang, 
Dylan  
Wang,   

& Dylan  
Ardaya,  

with  
tournament  

director  
Pete  

Baron  
and  

Super-champ  
director  
Anthony  

Mack.

Autistic kids' 
Paintings on Display 

at Local Clinic 
  

Several beautiful paintings adorn a 
wall in the office of Fullerton acupunc-
turist Dr. Winston Lee. The paintings are 
created by children and adults with 
autism. In 2021, the Korean American 
Special Education Center (KASEC) held 
a Dream Art Contest, and they picked 
several award-winning works, some of 
which are on display at Dr. Lee’s office. 

If a patient or guest is interested in 
supporting KASEC, they may purchase 
these paintings with a donation to this 
organization. It's a “win-win” charity 
program. 

Dr. Lee’s office is located at 2720 N. 
Harbor Blvd, Suite 120, Fullerton, CA 
92835. Call (714) 519-3775 or visit 
www.doctoracu.com. To learn more 
about KASEC visit https://kasecca.org.

Dr. Winston Lee and Executive Director Rosa Chang are smiling and holding a 
painting to be delivered to a person who donated for the KASEC.

  Image One Camera Store Celebrates Grand Opening story and photos by Jere Greene  

Photographers of all bents came to the 
grand opening of Fullerton’s Image One 
Camera. They were not disappointed. 
Many diverse products were on display 
in a small area. Virtually every square 
foot of floor space was devoted to the 
wide variety of products and services 
offered. They not only have the latest in 
digital photography equipment but have  

a diverse selection of quality manufac-
turers and price ranges to address the 
needs of almost any budget. They also 
offer a variety of image related services 
including still and video equipment 
rental, and graphic design services. 

Staffed with knowledgeable personnel 
rather than just sale associates, the 
owner Shadi Sayes said this extended 

family-owned company represents a 
long history of qualified personnel.   

In addition to this new Fullerton loca-
tion at 809 North Harbor Boulevard, 
they have two additional Southern 
California locations in Riverside and 
Costa Mesa, plus several international 
locations as well.

Owner Shadi Sayes and family with Mayor Jung and representatives for NOC Chamber of Commerce  
and California State Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva at ribbon cutting ceremony.

 Owen Tang, who has been a City chess champion at every 
grade level since kindergarten (except for fifth grade because 
he did not participate), defeated Fisler 6th grader Dylan 
Ardaya to win City Scholastic champion honors this year. 
Dylan Wang, (7th-Parks) came in third. All three participants 
were USFC-rated players. 

The high school tournament was held concurrently. Sunny 
Hills 11th grader Esther Kim came in first among the three 
players, with David Perez (11th, Sunny Hills) and Arian Perez 
(no relation, 9th Troy) finishing second and third. Turnout was 
reduced by vacations and conflicts.



FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
AGENDA FORECAST

Tuesday, July 5 
• 101 N Harbor Blvd. Encroachment  

• Inclusionary Housing 
• Joint Use Agreement with FSD  
for Field Use

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: Members of the public can access meetings 
streamed live online at https://fullerton.legistar.com, on Spectrum Cable 
Channel 3 and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99.

Tuesday, July 19 
• The Pines at Sunrise Village 
Housing Development 
• Hunt Library Cultural Arts 
Agreement
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UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
City Hall is located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave, www.cityoffullerton.com

• June 29 at 5pm: Active 
Transportation  
• July 4 at 4pm: Transportation & 
Circulation 
• July 5 at 5pm City Council  
• July 6 at 6:30pm Planning  

• July 11 at 6:30pm Parks and Rec 
• July 18 at 5pm Natural Resources  
• July 19 at 5pm City Council  
• July 21 at 4pm Investment  
• July 28 at 6pm Library Board  
• August 8 at 5:30pm Cultural Arts

June 21 Meeting 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES  
The Council meets at 5:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month. Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings 
are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or council@cityoffullerton.com  

CLOSED SESSION

LIBRARY BOARD APPOINTMENT

Before every public City Council meeting, there is a closed session during which 
Council meets with various parties to discuss items outside the view of the public. 
During this meeting, Council met with staff to discuss negotiations with the City’s 
public employee unions regarding salaries, benefits, and working conditions.

Councilmember Ahmad Zahra 
appointed Megan McLellan to the 
Library Board of trustees to fill the 
remainder of the term. Izeah Garcia, 
resigned from the Board on May 27.

The Once and Future  
Wilshire Bike Boulevard by Vince Buck

At the June 21 Council Meeting, while 
many people were out enjoying the Day 
of Music, Council voted to close the 
Wilshire Bike Boulevard once again 
(temporarily) in the 100 west block. 

Bicycle advocates worked long and 
hard to get the Wilshire Bicycle 
Boulevard into the 2012 Master Plan of 
Bikeways and to be included as part of 
the County's District 4 Bikeways 
Strategy (in which it is envisioned as a 
key regional link in a route connecting 
the Coyote Creek/San Gabriel River 
Trails to the Santa Ana River Trail). 
They continued to work (with staff's 
help) to get outside grant funding and to 
actually get it built. It is one 
of the few successes for 
providing safe bicycle 
routes in Fullerton, which 
is sorely underserved in 
this area. Indeed, this is 
currently the only safe 
bicycle route into down-
town. 

A couple of years ago this 
route was closed—with no 
discussion with the Active 
Transportation Committee 
(ATC) –to provide for out-
side dining. It has taken no 
small effort to get the bike 
lane re-opened, thanks in 
part to the support of Council. 
Unfortunately, the implementation was 
over-engineered and heavy-handed. 
While little evidence has been offered 
that this has hurt businesses, it is a truth 
universally acknowledged—including 
on the ATC—that the current large 
orange barriers are unattractive, and the 
bikeway needs to be redesigned to 
enhance the outdoor dining experience. 
But there is no need to throw the baby 
out with the bathwater by shutting down 

the route once again. 
The bike lane does not have to be 

removed to be safe and compatible with 
outdoor dining. At the June 7 Council 
meeting, nine people, several associated 
with two restaurants, spoke about the 
ugliness of the orange barriers—not 
only those barriers defining the bike 
lane, but those closing off the street as 
well. Only one speaker, a former mayor, 
asked for the removal of the bike route, 
and dangerously suggested that bicy-
clists could navigate their way through 
the diners. Most of the other speakers 
asked for a redesign. Even the ATC, 
which discussed the re-opening but did 

not approve the current 
design as implemented, 
recommended changes to 
staff to make the bikeway 
safer and more appealing. 

To see different ways to 
do this, one can Google 
"pedestrian street barriers," 
or "bicycle route barriers" 
and see many examples of 
how this has been done less 
obtrusively. Most of these 
examples are still inappro-
priate or dangerous, but 
there is some wheat among 
the chaff. One excellent 
example is State Street in 

Santa Barbara, which has been closed to 
traffic for about a mile, in the heart of 
town for dining, pedestrians, and bicy-
cles. To block traffic at the many cross 
streets rather than large barricades, they 
use planters, bollards, and a single pole. 
They also selectively use green paint to 
show bicyclists where to ride at intersec-
tions. The only barriers separating din-
ers from bicyclists and pedestrians 
appear to be provided by restaurants. It 
does not take huge barricades to keep 

HOPE CENTER FUNDING

The City received $500,000 of 
American Rescue Plan Act funding from 
the county of Orange for improvements 
to the Homeless Outreach and Proactive 
Engagement (HOPE) Center. 

KOREAN WAR MEMORIAL

Dong Woo Joseph “Joe” Pak was rec-
ognized for his work on the Korean War 
Memorial at Hillcrest Park and was 
named the City’s ombudsman for the 
Korean War Memorial.

ORANGETHORPE AVE. STREET REPAIR FUNDING

Council approved a funding agreement with the county of Orange accepting $1 
million of street funds for the rehabilitation of Orangethorpe Avenue between 
Harbor Boulevard and Lemon Street.

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN ADOPTED

Council approved the Downtown Active Transportation Plan, which will provide 
“a set of implementable actions to guide future improvements and will serve as a 
foundation for a safer, more connected, and accessible community. The Plan inte-
grates walking, bicycling, and other transportation modes into a single plan that 
includes infrastructure recommendations as well as identifying specific funding 
sources and implementation strategies.” 

WATER QUALITY REPORT

Council received the 2022 Report on 
the City’s Water Quality Relative to 
Public Health Goals and Maximum 
Contaminant Level Goals. 

PINES AT SUNRISE VILLAGE NEW FEES

Council approved the Fiscal Year 
2022-23 Schedule of Fees and Charges, 
including proposed Parks and 
Recreation fees and charges. 

Council voted to continue their vote 
on The Pines at Sunrise Village residen-
tial development to their July 19 meet-
ing. See related letter on front page.

cars from entering a street. Indeed, the 
current barricades in Fullerton make it 
difficult even for bicycles to enter the 
street requiring 90 or 180 degree turns 
through narrow openings. 

To improve the ambience of Wilshire 
and keep the bicycle route, the following 
can be done: 

• Replace the end barriers with some 
combination of planters and bollards. 

• Define the route and the access 
points with green paint. 

• (If side barriers are to be installed), 
require that they be assembled with 
planters or boxed shrubs. (Another alter-
native would be metal poles.) 

The staff report for the Council item 
suggested that bicyclists are not using 
the newly re-opened route. There are 
several reasons for this. First, despite 
some signage it still looks like the route 
is closed due to the imposing barriers. 
Second, the route is dangerous due to the 
sharp turns required to enter the path, 
and it also feels unsafe because of the 
unforgiving mass of the barriers. Finally, 
it is inconvenient, requiring dismounting 
to press the walk button at Harbor. 

Ironically, earlier during the June 21 

meeting, the Council passed a nearly 
200-page Downtown Active 
Transportation Plan on the Consent 
Calendar (#12) with no discussion (and 
probably unread by most 
Councilmembers). The Wilshire route is 
a key part of this plan as the only safe 
bicycle route into downtown. The 
Council giveth and the Council taketh 
away. This does not bode well for this 
extensive plan that includes a number of 
valuable suggestions for getting to and 
around downtown without a car. 

The City Manager has stated that the 
current barriers will be replaced with an 
alternative after a period of time for 
transition. But once the unattractive bar-
riers are gone, so too is much of the 
incentive to re-install the bike route. It 
would be better if the ugly barriers 
remained to provide an incentive to act 
in a timely fashion 

The good news is that eventually there 
will be a safe, attractive (and hopefully 
convenient) bicycle route re-installed. 
The bad news is that it may be months 
before an acceptable design is agreed 
upon and even longer for it to be 
installed.

 
 

The bike lane  
does not  

have to be  
removed  
to be safe  

and compatible 
with outdoor  

dining. 

OUTDOOR DINING GUIDELINES

Council approved guidelines for its outdoor dining program and voted to tem-
porarily remove the bike lane and accompanying orange barriers on the Walk on 
Wilshire/Bike Boulevard. If businesses have questions about the outdoor dining 
program, contact the department of Community & Economic Development: (714) 
738-6310.

State Street in Santa Barbara offers a model for integrating outdoor dining,  
bicyclists, and pedestrians. To block traffic at the many cross streets rather than 

large barricades, they use planters, bollards, and a single pole. 
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Fullerton may end negotiations with 
two cultural arts organizations regarding 
future use of the Hunt Branch Library. 
An agenda item prepared by City Staff 
for the June 21 meeting recommended 
that Council terminate all lease negotia-
tions with Heritage Future and ArtsOC. 
After publication of the agenda, Council 
decided to continue the item to a future 
meeting to give stakeholders a chance to 
weigh in on the issue. 

Following the work of the Hunt 
Library Ad Hoc Committee with Save 
the Hunt and community activists, 
ArtsOC and Heritage Future were cho-
sen by the City in 2020 from eight other 
applicants to do community outreach 
and prepare a proposal for possible uses 
of the Hunt for literacy, arts, and culture 
programs. This was after the City had 
secured over $5 million in state funding 
to revitalize the Hunt, from efforts by 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva 
and State Senator Josh Newman. 

ArtsOC and Heritage Future’s 
report/proposal may be viewed by fol-
lowing this link: https://artsoc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/Fullerton-
Hunt-Library-Report-Oct3.pdf. 

City staff is recommending that 
Council pursue a new Request for 
Proposals (RFP) for a Tenant/Operator. 

As part of their contract with the City, 
ArtsOC conducted community outreach, 
which included 36 stakeholder inter-
views, three visioning sessions, and over 
800 responses to surveys, and prepared a 
programmatic plan for the Hunt Library 
in 2021. 

According to a City staff report, 
“Negotiations regarding the site 
occurred over several months and result-
ed in various revisions to plans and 
changes in agreement language. The 
City drafted a term letter to both 
Heritage Future and ArtsOC in 
November 2021. Both groups, however, 
had concerns with the terms of the lease 
due to the requirement to pay for utili-
ties and maintenance. Heritage Future’s 

board would not move forward to agree-
ing to any lease.” 

CEO of ArtsOC Rick Stein said that he 
had received no communications from 
the City regarding termination of the 
agreement. 

“Until you sent me the agenda item, I 
was unaware of it,” Stein told The 
Observer via e-mail. 
Stein said that he has not 
been asked by staff or 
councilmembers to even 
present the report that 
was the result of all that 
community outreach. 

“We have encouraged 
City staff and 
Councilmembers to allow 
us to present our report, 
and when I saw three 
Councilmembers at our 
Día del Niño Festival at 
Pacific Drive School on 
April 30, they said they 
had not received our 
report from staff and 
requested we send it to 
them directly. We did so 
and also sent it to the 
other Councilmembers 
and alerted staff that we 
had done so,” Stein 
wrote. “Since that time, 
we have received no com-
munications from the 
City. We remain believers 
in the future potential of the Hunt 
Library as a cultural center for the com-
munity and to presenting our report to 
Council.” 

It appears there is a dispute over 
whether the City or tenants will be 
required to pay for security and mainte-
nance. 

“The original RFQ issued by the City 
sought a ‘programmatic partner’ to work 
with them in activating the Hunt as a 
community resource,” Stein wrote via e-
mail. “Over time, the City’s semantics 
changed to talking more about it all as a 

Hunt Library Cultural Arts Agreement May End by Jesse La Tour

 Broken and boarded up windows at the Hunt Library. PHOTO BY JERE GREENE 

Outsourcing IT continued from front page

“because of the need to continue citywide IT enhancements, the complexity of the 
information technology environment, and the need to actively monitor and respond 
to the constant threat of cyberattacks.” 

Prior to contracting with Glass Box, Fullerton’s IT department consisted of three 
employees, an IT manager, and some services were contracted out.  

Fullerton began outsourcing with Glass Box following a so-called “data breach”  
in which a local blogger obtained and published confidential city information. It 
was later determined that the “data breach” was not the result of hacking, but rather 
of lax City IT protocols. The City hired Glass Box to perform an audit/analysis of 
its IT.  

Since then, the scope of work of Glass Box has increased to cover many city 
upgrades and functions. Chief Dunn told The Observer that it is the City’s goal to 
eventually bring IT functions back “in-house” but that this would likely not happen 
for a year and a half to two years.

landlord-tenant relationship and negoti-
ating a lease.” 

Stein said that the City also had 
expressed increasing interest in using a 
greater portion of the space for Library 
Services that would “limit severely the 
revenue-generating opportunities to 
make the operations sustainable without 

the City bearing responsi-
bility for utilities and 
maintenance.” 

When asked for com-
ment, Janet Kim, CEO of 
Heritage Future, wrote 
via e-mail, “We are 
thankful for the Hunt 
Library Literacy and 
Cultural Innovation 
Programming Partnership 
opportunity…We are 
hopeful that our work 
during this time will help 
bring success to the future 
of The Hunt. We do not 
plan on submitting for the 
Tenant/Operator agree-
ment RFP.” 

Ellen Ballard, Chair of 
the Library Board of 
Trustees, submitted a let-
ter to City Council 
expressing disappoint-
ment that more Hunt 
stakeholders were not 
consulted in the process, 
and urging them to 

remove the item from the agenda. 
“What happened to consulting with all 

the many, many stakeholders in the Hunt 
Library restoration?” Ballard wrote. She 
went on to list some of these key stake-
holders, including the Ad Hoc 
Committee, Sharon Quirk Silva, Josh 
Newman, the panel who reviewed and 

selected Heritage Future and ArtsOC, 
and The Fullerton Library Foundation. 

“All are committed to restoring the 
Hunt Library as a viable, valuable com-
munity center, open to all Fullerton citi-
zens…This action [terminating the 
agreement] will set the Hunt Library 
back years,” Ballard wrote. 

 
Recent Vandalism 

 
Jane Reifer from Save the Hunt point-

ed out that an important aspect of main-
taining the Hunt is security, as many 
windows have been broken recently and 
subsequently boarded up. At their June 8 
meeting, the Planning Commission dis-
cussed putting up fencing around the 
Hunt Library area to protect against van-
dalism. 

Planning Commission Chair Doug 
Cox shared recent photos he’d taken of 
the Hunt Branch Library showing many 
smashed windows, graffiti, and other 
vandalism. 

“Security issues are paramount, or we 
won’t have a library left,” Reifer told 
The Observer. 

Gifted to the City in 1962 by the 
Norton Simon Foundation, the Hunt 
Library at 201 S. Basque Avenue was 
designed by renowned architect William 
Pereira and sits on 2.2 acres of what was 
originally the campus of Hunt Foods 
Corporation. The Hunt Center and 
Library were listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 2019. 

To learn more about the history of the 
Hunt Library, visit fullertonheritage.org. 

To learn about efforts to save the Hunt, 
visit www.savethehunt.com. 

To view the agenda for city council 
meeting,  go to https://fullerton.legis-
tar.com/Calendar.aspx. 

 
 

 
CEO of ArtsOC  
Rick Stein said  

that he had  
not received  

communications  
from the City  

regarding 
 termination  

of the agreement. 
“Until you 
[Observer]  

sent me  
the agenda  
item, I was  

unaware of it” 
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Fete de la Musique
 Those of us who worked on the first Day of Music quickly found out that most 

don’t really know when Summer actually begins. But it officially roared to life on 
June 21, so last Tuesday was the day to make music for this year’s Fete de la 
Musique, celebrated on the Summer Solstice.  Here is a photo essay of the day; hope 
you were among the many who were able to mix and mingle among the many fine 
musical artists who gave of their time and talent that day. More performance photos 
can be found in the online edition. 

Everyone in the Plaza could feel the excitement and the heat, luckily not close to 
the near blast furnace on one of our early Days. The trees now cast a decent amount 
of shade, and plenty of hydration was on hand for Emcee Tim Johnson and Mayor 
Fred Jung who warmed up the crowd and gave Darden the intro to begin things with 
a rousing version of our National Anthem. Michael Jost took the stage next and 
regaled the crowd with classical guitar pieces that were the perfect intro to an eclec-
tic lineup of acts throughout the day. Organizer Todd Huffman and many others 
looked on and knew all the hard work was well worth it.  

Above: Lit lead singer Ajay Popoff (center) with wife Ande Jo were in town before 
getting back on the road to tour and promote the new Lit release “Tastes Like Gold” 

Darden  PHOTOS BY MIKE RITTO © 2022 AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

Organizer Brent Adams &  
Grandson Emery

Performers Acacia and Bubba  

Above:Volunteer Keira  

Above: Stacey Q and Bardeux singer Acacia         Below: Greg Antista and The Lonely Streets 

Benny Chadwick 
Photo quiz returns in our next issue.
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1. "Well, I guess so" 
5. Big-bottomed fruit 
9. "___ at 'em!" 
14. Rajah's wife 
15. "Rule, Britannia!" composer 
16. Willow for basket-making 
17. 1984 hot hit by Don Henley 
20. Fill with a spirit 
21. "___ on my watch!" 
22. Cartoon cries 
23. Compass pts. 
25. Checkers color 
27. 1970 hot hit by Mungo Jerry 
35. Fannie or Ginnie follower 
36. Swell place? 
37. Made the grade 
38. Bee and May 
41. Sold-out sign 
43. Round loaf of crusty bread 

44. Street name of American  
     artist Greg Simkins 
46. UPS rival 
48. ___ garden 
49. 1958 hot hit by Eddie Cochran 
53. AKA, in the corporate world 
54. "Nobody doesn't like ___ Lee" 
55. Clog or loafer 
59. Good Grips utensil brand 
61. Destroyer, in Navy slang 
65. 1966 hot hit by  
     The Lovin' Spoonful 
68. Snail trail 
69. Cork's country 
70. Falco of "The Sopranos" 
71. Man-goat of myth 
72. Cookbook direction 
73. Govt. branch

1. Johnson of "Laugh-In" 
2. Former Los Angeles Mayor,  
    James ____ 
3. Small bills 
4. Put the ___ on (nix) 
5. Discount shoe retailer 
6. Hosp. areas 
7. Auth. unknown 
8. Change for the better 
9. Bud's bud 
10. Salinger short-story title girl 
11. Marcel Marceau, for one 
12. Docile 
13. Drops the ball 
18. River in Newcastle 
19. Prepare, as tea 
24. Takes to court 
26. Dull brown 
27. Apple desktops 
28. World's smallest island nation 
29. Coffee break time, perhaps 
30. ___ Gras 
31. General with a Chinese dish 
     named for him 

32. Trooper automaker 
33. Free-for-all 
34. Perfect places 
39. Singer Waits 
40. Musher's transport 
42. Units of resistance 
45. Ann ___, MI 
47. Tanned hide 
50. Prepares for takeoff 
51. Soft French cheese 
52. Incised a boil 
55. Deflating balloon sound 
56. Luau performance 
57. Fail to mention 
58. Television prize 
60. "Put a lid ___!" 
62. Ending with herbi- or insecti- 
63. "Take ___ from me..." 
64. Russian veto 
66. Always, poetically 
67. Angular head?

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 
"HOT HITS" by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

DOWN

ACROSS

Farmers Market
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

•8:30am-12:30pm: 
Fullerton’s Certified 

Farmers Market 
 Shop for farm fresh organic 
fruit, vegetables, food vendors 
& more.  
Fullerton Community Center  
340 W Commonwealth Ave 

Support local farmers!  
No farmers . . . No food!

City Plaza Market
THURSDAYS 

• 4:30-8:30pm City Market  
Delicious food & live music to enjoy.  
Fullerton Museum Plaza 125 E. Wilshire Ave  

LIVE MUSIC 
June 30 –––––––––– ALTAR BILLIES 
July 7 ––––––––––– BP MAXX 
July 14 –––––––––– DARDEN SISTERS 
July 21 ––––––––– JOHNNY RAMOS 
July 28-BUBBA & THE BIG BAD BLUES 
August 4 ––––––– DEKE DICKERSON

No to animal cruelty, yes to Chicana Vegana 

Vegan eatery offers simple, delicious dishes by Brady Rhoades 

Commonwealth Ave view of Chicana Vegana                  PHOTO BY TONY CHEONG

Trending in Fullerton over the past 
several years are women-owned busi-
nesses that embrace social causes. 

Meet restaurateur Jasmine Hernandez 
and her 2-year-old eatery: Chicana 
Vegana. Vegana serves vegan food, and 
boycotts animal-cruelty in all its forms, 
especially when it comes to food.  On a 
wall of the restaurant is a depiction of a 
female superhero saving scared pigs, 
chickens, and rabbits from a teeth-bar-
ing, hyper-focused butcher. None of that 
would matter if the food weren’t good. 
But it is. 

I ordered the supreme El Classico 
Burrito, a street taco and a Mexgogi 
taco. The El Classico comes with a 
choice of protein. I went with asada and 
al pastor, which are actually soy substi-
tutes with good taste and solid texture, 
and cilantro, guacamole, sour cream, 
onions, rice and beans, all washed down 
with horchata. Excelente! 

Add a squeeze of lime and salsa driz-

zle to your tacos. On the latter, Vegana 
serves hot and mild. The hot has a 
decent kick, but ain’t fire. The mild, a 
green, tangy salsa, is a nice comple-
ment. I mixed them to get the benefits of 
both. 

There are soy- and gluten-free options 
on food items, by the way. 

I’m not a dessert guy, but locals rave 
about the tres leches. Other desserts are 
cakes—chocolate and carrot. Other 
main menu offerings are Mexican-style 
burgers, nachos, and signature fries. 

It’s a miniature, packed place that 
seats perhaps a dozen. The servers look 
to this dusty dude like young, friendly, 
hipsters. 

With all due respect, Brea, you can 
have your chains. Places like Chicana 
Vegana are part of what makes Fullerton 
special. 

Chicana Vegana is located at  
113 E. Commonwealth in Fullerton. 

chicanavegana.com or 714-519-3380.

REACH LOCAL CUSTOMERS WHEN YOU ADVERTISE  
WITH THE FULLERTON OBSERVER.  

WE REACH 10,000 HOUSEHOLDS,  
69,000 IMPRESSIONS MONTHLY ON OUR WEBSITE,  

5K MONTHLY/ SOCIAL MEDIA. IN HOUSE AD CREATION INCLUDED. 
SEE MORE AT WWW.FULLERTONOBSERVER.COM  

AND CLICK ADVERTISE.
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FSD News: June 14 Board Meeting 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTES 
by Jan Youngman  

Fullerton School District Board meets at 6pm, 
2nd & 4th Tues of each month at district headquarters,  

1401 W Valencia Dr,  Fullerton  
For agenda go to: www.fsd.k12.ca.us or call (714) 447-7400

HIGH SCHOOL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS  
& Commentary by Vivien Moreno  

Regular Sessions are held at 6 pm monthly in the 
Ed Center Board Rm, 1051 West Bastanchury Road, Fullerton, 

For agenda go to: www.fjuhsd.org or call (714) 870-2800

HONORS 
At the first of two June Fullerton Joint 

Union High School District (FJUHSD) 
board meetings, the trustees honored 
Troy High School Cyber Patriot students 
for placing second in the 2021/22 
National Cyber Patriot Youth Cyber 
Defense Challenge hosted by the Air 
Force Association.  

Led by TRHS JROTC instructor Allen 
Stubblefield along with coaches David 
Kim and Christian Nguyen, the group 
has increased from 120 students to over 
300 in the past five years. Student teams 
of six to eight members dedicate a week 
during summer along with biweekly 
meetings to enact various cyber-based 
scenarios learning about security and 
advanced computer science-based activ-
ities.  

This year the “Runtime Terror” team 
consisting of students Brian Ni, Justin 
Huang, Johnny Ni, Chan Chung, 
Anna Wu, and Tai-yu Chen achieved 
runner up at the in-person National com-
petition. Participating students can qual-
ify for a Varsity letter provided by the 
parent support organization. 

UNION CONTRACTS 
The district successfully negotiated 

three-year contracts with both the 
teacher’s (FSTO) union and classified 
staff (CSEA) union.  

FSTO President Angie Cencak and 
CSEA President Joe Sliker both men-
tioned that a majority of the teachers and 
support staff believed that these are fair 
contracts, and the talks went smoothly 
mainly due to the increased transparen-
cy and respect they believe both 
Assistant Superintendent of Human 
Resources Dr. Ed Atkinson, and 
Superintendent Dr. Steve McLauglin 
brought to this year’s negotiations. 

NEW PRINCIPAL  
AT LA HABRA HIGH SCHOOL  
The Trustees announced the departure 

of La Habra High School Principal 
Matthew Eeles and announced that Mr. 
Steve Garcia will move from his 
Assistant Principal position at Fullerton 
High School to become La Habra 
Principal for the new 2022/23 school 
year. 

LOCAL CONTROL  
ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN 

Assistant Superintendent of Education 
Dr. Sylvia Kaufman introduced the 
2022/23 Local Control Accountability 
Plan (LCAP) and said that since starting 
this process in 2013, this document now 
explains how a school district allocates a 
majority of its yearly funds to serve all 
students.  

Specially designated student popula-

FJUHSD Board Meetings for June 2022

 Fullerton School District has contracted 
with KYA Services, LLC for the repairs 
and installation of a new baseball dia-
mond at the northwest field at Nicolas 
Junior High School, as well as a repairs 
and installation of a new T-Ball field, 
and a new baseball diamond, softball 
field in the southwest field and the 
southeast baseball diamond. The repairs 
and replacement of the worn and dam-
aged baseball diamond, T-ball field, and 
softball field will provide a safe space 
where students can enjoy outdoor activ-
ities and physical education. 

The Board approved the purchase of 
one 8'6' x 30' restroom with standard 
metal ramp for Pacific Drive 
Elementary School from Silver Creek 
Industries. This project is part of the 
Board Approved Inclusive Early 
Education Expansion Program Grant 
(IEEEP) Fund. 

The Board approved New Independent 
Contractor Agreement between 
Fullerton School District and Literacy 
Partners to provide professional devel-
opment for Balanced Literacy during the 
2022-2023 school year. Through this 
training in Balanced Literacy, teachers 
will have the opportunity to work 

together across the District to articulate 
and ensure the attainment of grade-level 
standards while also honoring the 
research-based reading progressions and 
the developmental level of each student. 

The Board approved a Renewed 
Facility Use Agreement between FSD 
and University Conference Center, 
California State University, Fullerton 
(CSF) for the 2022/2023 year. FSD rents 
out the CSF University Conference 
Center for the annual student event as 
FSD FEST. Each year, students get to 
participate in a range of events from the 
6th grade Passion Agents Conference, 
the Spotlight Speaker event, the E-sports 
tournament, the Film Festival, Civic 
Endeavors, and League of Literacy. This 
conference-style event supports all sites 
as they develop unique and personalized 
offerings to help students create mean-
ingful connections to college, career, 
and beyond. This year, Thursday will be 
added in order to have more time to set 
up the event and potentially have a field 
trip experience Friday during the school 
day for some students. 

Board of Trustees' Election to be held 
on November 8 at the request of the 
O.C. Department of Education.

tions who experience low income, are 
learning English, are experiencing 
homelessness, and designated foster 
youth require additional funds and that 
is delineated throughout the plan along 
with a specific area at the end.  

The State designates eight goals that 
FJUHSD separates into three main areas 
on the plan that show how teachers, pro-
grams, and additional support staff serve 
all District students and these costs must 
align with the District’s newly submit-
ted yearly budget. 

Steve Zamora, Director of Education, 
highlighted the Local Control and 
Accountability Plan (LCAP) process for 
the Trustees, and mentioned 2022 LCAP 
data that contradicts some general 
assumptions made concerning effects of 
distance pandemic learning environ-
ments.  

FJUHSD’s 2021/22 California 
Assessment of Student Performance and 
Progress (CAASPP) scores increased in 
English Language assessment of met 
and exceeded standards by 2% to 65.7% 
(CA state average 59% and OC 66.8%) 
and in mathematics with a 9% increase 
to 51% (CA 34.36% and OC 45.9%).  

The LCAP lists student support pro-
grams with their price tags like the new 
24/7 tutor.com program that allows all 
district students access to a tutor at their 
convenience and reinstalling the 
Naviance program to all schools that 
helps students learn about personal edu-
cation interests along with career and 
college information.  

In other areas, programs for year-
round student nutritional support and 
mental health and social and emotional 
program support will be available to all 
students. Specified student populations 

services like parental translation servic-
es, additional tutoring support, ongoing 
hot spots and technical support, and 
staff availability are listed throughout 
the three goal areas and in a special sec-
tion at the end of the LCAP. 

2022/23 BUDGET 
Assistant Superintendent of Business 

Services Ruben Hernandez presented 
the 2022/23 budget of $202 million that 
includes projected expenditures of $211 
million. The current budget does not 
include additional one-time State and 
federal money.  

The district is correctly generous pro-
jecting their expenditures and conserva-
tive on determining their income, which 
has created an over $55 million district 
reserve.  

The budget allocates less than 75% on 
salaries and benefits even with new con-
tracts and one-time bonuses making it 
extremely conservative and leaves the 
school district in a strong fiscal position. 

Mr. Hernandez pointed out the ongo-
ing concerns of inflation, declining 
enrollment (a nationwide issue), and a 
hefty bill to pay for CalPERS and 
CalSTRS pensions and benefits.  

Once Governor Newsom and the leg-
islature determine the various education 
budget compromises for the upcoming 
year, the trustees will have 45 days to 
adjust the current budget accordingly. 

The trustees approved the 2022 LCAP 
and budget at the June 21 board meeting 
with no additional comments or ques-
tions. The LCAP and budget are avail-
able to read on the FJUHSD agenda 
website. 

 
The next FJUHSD board meeting  

is July 26 at 6pm.

Listen to Observing Fullerton Podcast
You can sponsor Observing Fullerton podcast:  

All proceeds support Student Intern/Volunteers. 
Contact Urooj Naveed or Adrian Meza  

at fullertonobserver@gmail.com 
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Human & Nature  
by Declan, 6th grade

FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

ANIMAL ID#: A1749750

Teen Observer by Francine, 10th grade

Fullerton’s Young Observers Hold 
International Friendship Conference 
Young Observers is not just a group of student volunteers who 

write for the Fullerton Observer. Now in its 4th year, the club has 
expanded to include a separate group of volunteers who have come together to cul-
tivate friendship with students from under-resourced communities and inspire them 
to nurture their writing, public speaking, and social skills.  

Ten students from Balete Family Farm School of the Philippines participated in 
the program that was conducted by volunteer students from local OC schools who 
also helped raise funds for the farm school. After monthly assemblies and team proj-
ects held within the school year, the Young Observers International (YOI) wrapped 
up the school year with its first annual friendship conference last month. Below are 
some notable reflections shared by YOI members. 

Left: Young Observer International USA group photo. Right: Young Observer International Philippines group photo.

The Medicine  
in the Night 

 
As evening falls, the City residents flick switches, 

and suddenly light pierces through the black space. 
Although darkness evokes fear that many behold, 
the night sky has many benefits to us humans. 
Darkness provides natural medications that keep us 
humans healthy. Our bodies need darkness to pro-
duce melatonin, a hormone that can prevent health 
issues like cancer. Ignoring this fact, many instead 
stay awake, focused on devices at night; artificial 
light has been linked to sleep disorders, obesity, dia-
betes, cardiovascular diseases, and depression. The 
night can also supply solitude and peace. Traditions 
like stargazing, and meditating to bring peace and 
release stress inspire many to paint beautiful art-
works of the night sky such as “The Starry Night” 
by Vincent Van Gogh. From releasing burdens of 
stress and pressure, to keeping our bodies fit, the 
dark is not an enemy but a medicine for us.

Meet Madison

ENDANGERED ANIMAL TRIVIA 
Q: What is a Sunda Pangolin?  
And is it related to an armadillo? 
A: The Manis javanica, more commonly 
called Sunda Pangolins, has been 
described as “walking artichokes 
with tails.” They have been com-
pared to armadillos, but in fact, 
their closest relatives are the 
carnivores. Sunda Pangolins 

make their habitat in countries across Southeast Asia.  
Due to poaching, they are exceptionally scarce in the 

northern portion of their range. They are also list-
ed as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red 

List. They feed on ants and termites, using 
their incredible sense of smell and 

hearing to locate exactly 
where the prey is. 

Meet “Mad Dog” Madison, the happiest pit bull mix 
on Earth (that we know of). Everyone adores her cheer-
ful personality. Maddie loves treats and has already 
mastered tricks such as sitting and shaking hands. 
While she may need a little time to warm up to you, once she gets to 
know you, she’ll always want to be by your side. She’s definitely a 
Velcro dog. While Mad Dog has never roomed with another dog before, 
she has displayed nothing but politeness to the puppies she has met while 
in the OC Animal Shelter’s care. Visit www.ocpetinfo.com or Call (714) 
935-6848 to set up an adoption appointment. 

RHENE (9th Grade) Philippines: 
“Because I have learned to communi-

cate better, I have also started building 
plenty of good relationships in my life. I 
have always wondered what other peo-
ple go through and how differences in 
the environment change the way people 
act. It's a wonderful opportunity to final-
ly have an idea of the perspectives of 
people from another country.”  
FRANCINE VUDOTI (10TH Grade) 

YOI Founder, USA: 
“Building friendship, being generous 

with our time, talent, and treasures pro-
vides us an opportunity to make this 
world better and happier.  Students from 
6th through 12th grade are welcome to 
join YOI.”   

Club activities take place when school is open from September to May.  
Member application form is available at  

https://youngobservers.com/young-observers-international/.

CHESKA (8th Grade) Philippines: 
“To write well and be heard …we need 

to have courage and confidence to do 
these things so we can change our world 
for a better future for us and the next 
generations.”

PRINCESS (9th grade) Philippines: 
“Having friends from another country 

makes me very happy and thankful 
because it has taught me how different 
we are and yet we can be friends.”

IRENE (10th Grade) USA: 
“The greatest aspect of being a YOI 

member was having the opportunity to 
learn and meet students from across the 
world. Without this program, I would 
have never had the opportunity to build 
new friendships and broaden my view of 
other cultures outside of my own. 
Throughout my time in YOI, I've gotten a 
lot of insight, advice, and empowering 
messages from my partner. I believe it is 
really important for young women to 
have this opportunity to share their voic-
es. I have always felt that YOI is built 
with the warmest individuals and com-
munity that truly offers a space for me to 
listen, as well as share my own thoughts 
and feelings.” 

Friends of Fullerton Public Library hosted another successful  
Used Book Sale June 24 & 25. PHOTO BY JERE GREENE



The Wayward Artist Announces Absurdist Comedy 
 “Collective Rage: A Play in Five Betties” 

 All Female Creative Team Pushes the Envelope 
In this hilarious, absurdist comedy, five different women named Betty collide at 

the intersection of anger, sex, and the “thea-tah.” For mature audiences only. 
In a polarized world where tribal identity prevents conversation, this play 

charmingly, hysterically, irreverently, and wittingly brings five women together to 
engage in powerful contemporary discourse. Students $15, Adults $30  

July 15 – 24  Thursday-Saturday at 7:30pm and Sundays at 2 pm  
For more info: www.thewaywardartist.org (657) 205-6273  

Grand Central Arts Center, 125 N. Broadway #E, Santa Ana, CA 92701 
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TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

DANCE TO THE MOVIES  
July 08 • 8 pm • $45 

Starring “Dancing with the Stars” 
Celebrity Pros, “So You Think You Can 
Dance” top finalists, “America’s Got 
Talent” aerialists and combining forces 
with singing stars from “American 
Idol,” Dance to the Movies recreates 
some of the most iconic characters and 
memorable musical moments from 
movies like Grease, Chicago, and 
Moulin Rouge. This one night only 
event also features very special guest 
appearances from “I Dream of Jeannie” 
star Barbara Eden, Academy Award 
winner Margaret O’Brien, and more!  

 
KIMBERLY'S DANCE STUDIO:  

BE OUR 
GUEST  

July 10 • 2 pm • 
$25 

$15 Lap Seats 
for Children 

under 3 years old 
will be available 
at the Box Office 
on the day of the 

performance. 
 

THE DJANGO JAZZ FESTIVAL 
ALLSTARS July 28 • 7:30 pm • $$ 
The Django Festival Allstars bring the 
music of the legendary Jazz guitarist 
Django Reinhardt into the 21st century. 
Their unique, high energy performance 
pays tribute to one of the greatest guitar 
players of all time. Reinhardt’s driving, 
swinging style of “hot jazz” sizzles as 
masterfully played by the Allstars, who 
unleash their own interpretations, 
arrangements and original compositions 
with stunning virtuosity. 
 
PHANTOM PROJECTS 
THE 14TH ANNUAL YOUNG 
ARTIST PROJECT 
August 6 • 1pm • Tickets start at $15 
A cast of young artists is selected from 
hundreds of applicants. They have just 
14 days to create an original perform-
ance that is the exciting culmination of 
intense process for the performers, giv-
ing audiences the rare opportunity to not 
only see a fantastic collection of enter-
tainment, but also to get a firsthand 
glimpse of some of the brightest stars of 
tomorrow. Note: This show is recom-
mended for ages 12 & up. However, no 
one under 7 will be admitted. 

JULY 15 THROUGH AUGUST 14  
Groundbreaking American musical with the burning passion of characters 

who yearn for something more, songs bursting with emotion, and a story that 
dares you to feel and celebrate and hope.  

Chance Theater, 5522 E. La Palma Ave, Anaheim  
(714) 777-3033 www.chancetheater.com

At the Maverick Theater 110 E. Walnut,  Fullerton  
(714) 526-7070 To buy tickets: mavericktheater.com 

Performances: Fri and Sat at 8 pm, Sun at 6 pm. $30 gen & $10 for students w/ID. 

• July 1 to July 17 Reefer Madness  
In looking at propaganda of the past, the 
show reflects current events by provid-
ing commentary on the hysteria that 
ensues due to misinformation.  
Recommended for ages 17 and up.  

• July 7 @ 7:30pm The Long Rewind 
Recommended for ages 17 and up,  

1950. The Big City classic hard-boiled 
mystery drama that plays in reverse, 
over six years. 

At La Mirada Theatre for the Performing Arts  
14900 La Mirada Blvd, La Mirada (562) 944-9801 www.lamiradatheatre.com 

Email boxoffice@lamiradatheatre.com
It’s 1943 and the Allies have regained 

control of North Africa.  Now it’s time 
to drive the Nazis out of Europe.  
Churchill and the British military worry 
about the enormous loss of life that 
would result from a southern invasion. 
Sicily, the most obvious point of entry, 
was also the most heavily fortified by 
the Axis powers. Exploring ways of 
deflecting the Germans to defend other 
possible locations for an Allied inva-
sion, military leaders go to British 
Intelligence where there exists a Trout 
Memo containing “54 possible ideas for 
how they could fool the enemy. 

The person who spearheaded the cre-
ation of the Trout Memo achieves fame 
later in life.  He was then known as 
Lieutenant Commander Ian Fleming, 
and he served as assistant to the director 
of Naval Intelligence.  (Fleming always 
claimed that he got his ideas for his 
James Bond escapades from his years 
working in British espionage.) One of 
the 54 ideas in the Trout Memo was “to 
get a dead body and make it look as if it 
was an airman who had drowned at sea 
and equip it with false papers.”  Captain 
Ewen Montagu (Colin Firth) and his 
assistant Charles Cholmondeley 
(Matthew Macfayden) take this idea to 
Churchill, who gives them permission to 
move ahead with it. 

The corpse of an age-appropriate 
homeless man is found in a London 
morgue. Proper military clothing is put 
on him and he is given the name 
William Martin.  The body will carry a 
briefcase containing documents that 
indicate the British forces now plan to 
invade Europe by way of Greece.  
Knowing how thorough the Germans 
will be in authenticating the identity of 
the washed-up corpse, Montagu and his 
assistant create a personal life for 
William Martin. He will carry the photo-
graph of a young woman along with a 
love letter from her on his body. The two 
men ask Jean (Kelly Macdonald), a typ-
ist in their office, for a photo they can 
use and she offers her own photograph 
with the requirement that she be allowed 
to participate in the process of creating a 
believable back-story. The two men 
readily agree and soon realize that Jean 
adds much imagination to their efforts.  

Director John Madden does take some 
of his information from Ben McIntyre’s 
2010 book The True Spy Story That 

Changed the Course of World War II, as 
does his screenwriter Michele Ashford. 
The bizarre story of espionage in 
Operation Mincemeat, its approval by 
Winston Churchill, and its ultimate suc-
cess in deflecting German forces from 
Sicily are all true. But framing an entire 
movie around these historical facts and 
making it an entertaining film required 
some embellishment. It is at this point 
that the movie falters. 

Opening scenes show Montagu saying 
goodbye to his wife Iris and their two 
children as the three leave for America 
to spend the remainder of the war. 
Because they are Jewish, they will be 
safer there. However, the marriage 
appears to have been faltering even 
before the departure. No explanation is 
given and very soon Montagu is spend-
ing more and more time with Jean, who 
has been widowed.  Others notice as 
well, and this ambiguous relationship 
weighs down the movie to some degree.  

There are other red herrings thrown 
into the plot that are never fully devel-
oped. One member of the team was sup-
posedly under suspicion because his 
brother had once been a member of the 
Communist party. Another was that the 
homeless man used as a foil had a sister 
who wanted to reclaim his body. These 
plot points seem to weigh down the 
movie because neither is ever devel-
oped.  

However, the scenes showing the body 
being washed ashore off the coast of 
Spain and the delivery of the body first 
to a coroner in a Spanish village and 
then to the Fascists make for some excit-
ing developments.         

Operation Mincemeat is streaming on 
Netflix.

OPERATION 
MINCEMEAT:   
A Hit and a Miss
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Fullerton Museum Center presents 

Fullerton: Art Town 
through August 7 

Featured artists include Aimee Aul, Katherine England, Jose 
Lozano, Florence Arnold, Magoski Art Colony, and many 
more! info@fullertonmuseum.com 

301 N Pomona Ave •   (714) 738-6545 
Museum hours: Wed, Fri, Sat, & Sun 12-4pm, Thurs 12-8pm 

At The Muckenthaler Cultural Center 1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton 
714-738-6595  info@themuck.org $30 general, $20 student, $15 member

• July 1 to July 17 7:30 – 9:30 pm 
Kiki Ebsen's Joni Mitchell Project 

For seven seasons now, Kiki Ebsen’s 
Joni Mitchell Project has performed the 
very best of Joni’s iconic hits and some 
rare deep tracks worth discovering.  
 
• Jul 7  7:30 – 9:30 pm The Alley Cats 

From local roots to world wide 
acclaim, the Alley Cats have appeared at 
the White House, on Broadway, and 
even secured a Grammy nomination. 
The Alley Cats, America’s Doo Wop 
group. 

 
• Jul 14  7:30 – 9:30 pm Sean Oliu 

Sean Oliu, is both that deep-voiced, 
soulful, country-twinged, singer-song-
writer, and a proud Disney Mouseketeer. 
He has worked with Rachel Platten and 
performed alongside Anthony Gonzalez. 
In 2018, Sean opened for LeAnn Rimes. 

 
• Jul 21  7:30 – 9:30 pm  
Brooke Aston and Soul3Sixty 

Fronted by 3 powerhouse singers, 
Soul3Sixty is keeping that 1960s 
Motown sound alive and well. The 
Orange County-based band shifts seam-
lessly from Marvin Gaye, Smokey 
Robinson, and Crystals. 

 

• Jul 28  7:30 – 9:30 pm  Darden 
From a classic cover to an original 

tune, these Fullerton natives are no 
strangers to our audiences, having per-
formed to sold-out crowds at The Muck, 
the OC Fair, the Fox Theatre, Anaheim 
House of Blues, and Angel Stadium.  
• Aug 4  7:30 – 9:30 pm   
The Moanin' Frogs 

These six saxophonists take the listen-
er on a voyage through time and across 
the world. A wide variety of music, with 
something for everyone. 

 
• Aug 11  7:30  – 9:30 pm  
Circus Nonsense 
Join award-winning Circus Nonsense as 
they create a new realm where they can 
find the magic in everyday objects and 
the ordinary becomes extraordinary. 
 
• Aug 18  7:30 – 9:30 pm  Take3 

With a flair for the wild and unexpect-
ed, the genre-defying trio brings the 
refinement of a rigorous classical music 
background and infuses it with rock-star 
charisma.  

 
• Aug 25  7:30 – 9:30 pm   
Orange Empire Chorus 

This performance combines old stan-
dards, contemporary tunes and comedy 
songs all sung in the four-part barber-
shop style.

At The Arboretum  
1900 Associated Rd. Fullerton 

reserve a seat by contacting (657) 278-4681 or 
email:mimacias@fullerton.edu  

visit: www.fullertonarboretum.org 
• Saturday, August 27  9 -11am   

Beginning Bonsai $25 
 Learn the history, care, and maintenance of bon-
sai, registration includes potted tree. Bonsai is 
the Japanese art of growing and training minia-
ture trees in pots, developed from the traditional 
Chinese art form of penjing. 

Hands-On Exhibits & Activities $125 
Featuring dozens of hands-on exhibits including the Nature Walk with real 
taxidermied animals, the Model Train Village, a S.T.E.A.M. (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art & Math) Lab and Science Station with fossils 
and life-sized dinosaur models, your little one will learn so much as they play 
and interact with everything. The museum even includes a historic 1942 
caboose and an exhibit that changes twice every year, plus an art studio and 
scouting program that teach valuable lessons and allow for fun bonding time 
between parents and their children. The Children’s Museum at La Habra 
always has something new to learn and discover! 

• 301 S Euclid St, La Habra, CA 90631 • (562) 383-4236 • www.lhcm.org 
Open: Tues - Fri  10am-4pm • Sat 10am - 5pm •Sun 1pm -5pm 

Closed Major Holidays & Mondays   
Admission Prices : $12 per person 2 years and older & $10 Seniors 65+ 

All children must be accompanied by an adult 18 years of age or older.

Kabir Singh’s Summer Bash  
with Aiko Tanaka 

• Wed June 29  8pm 
 

Ryan Sickler 
• Thur June 30  8 pm   

 
Carlos Mencia 

• Fri July 1  7:30pm & 9:45pm 
• Sat July 2  7pm & 9:30pm 
• Sun July 3  7pm 

 
Momo Rodriguez 

• Wed July 6  8pm   
 

Felipe Esparza 
• Thur July 7  8pm 
• Fri July 8  7:30pm & 9:45pm 
• Sat July 9  7pm & 9:30pm 
 

K-von 
• Wed July 13  8pm 

 

Gage Johnson 
• Thur July 14  8pm   

 
Taylor Tomlinson: New Ideas  

• Fri July 15  7:30pm & 9:45pm 
• Sat July 16  7pm & 9:30pm 
• Sun July 17  7pm 

 
Jack Assadourian Jr. 

• Wed July 20  8pm   
 

Amir K 
• Thur July 21  8pm 
• Fri July 22  7:30 pm & 9:45pm 
 

The Hodgetwins 
• Sun July 24  3:30pm & 7pm 
 

Rene Vaca 
• Wed July 27  8pm 

 
Lavell Crawford 

• Fri July 29  7:30pm & 9:45pm

At Brea Improv 180 S Brea Blvd, Brea • (714) 482-0700 • www.improv.com 
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Awareness 
 by Jo Ann Branno   ck, Ph.D. © 2022

FREE at-Home COVID tests  
Every U.S. household can get up to 3 orders of at-home, rapid COVID-19 

tests at no cost. Visit COVID.gov/tests to place your order. You'll need to enter 
your name and mailing address. You can also give your email address if you 
want status updates on your order. Each new order includes 8 free COVID-19 
tests shipped to your home at no cost — 2 separate packages of 4 tests each. 

Visit CDC.gov to learn when to test yourself, how to use an at-home test, and 
what your test results mean.

In his book Fentanyl, Inc., Ben 
Westhoff said, “This is a topic about this 
generation of young people and the 
addiction problem with fen-
tanyl, the most dangerous of 
the opioids.” The problem 
affects not only the individ-
ual, but everyone, especially 
families. 

Jeff Sessions, former 
Attorney General under 
President Trump, when ref-
erencing the Fentanyl epi-
demic in 2018, said, “Today, 
we are facing the deadliest 
crisis in America’s history.” 

How can we reach our 
young population who do 
not expect that this deadly 
drug is mixed with pills that 
look identical to those that 
are prescribed by a doctor? 
Pills are made to look iden-
tical to their prescribed 
counterparts such as Xanax 
for anxiety or Oxycontin for 
pain. These young people 
are not drug addicts but are 
using drugs that are given to 
them by friends, purchased 
online, or bought from deal-
ers on the street and believe 
that what they are taking is 
not lethal. Young people are often very 
trusting of others, especially if they buy 
the drugs online or if they are given to 

them by a friend. 
Initially, fentanyl was synthesized by 

Belgian chemist Paul Janssen in 1959, 
when experimenting with 
the chemical structure of 
morphine. It has been safely 
used as an anesthetic by 
licensed anesthesiologists 
replacing morphine that can 
cause some dramatic nega-
tive side effects. Dr. Phillip 
Demman from Providence 
St. Jude’s Hospital, said that 
the use of fentanyl in sur-
gery is controlled by educat-
ed, professional anesthesiol-
ogists who administer a sci-
entifically calculated 
amount and is manufactured 
within the United States 
under quality-controlled 
conditions. Fentanyl used in 
surgery has the benefit of 
controlling consistent pain 
levels during and after sur-
gery and aids in quicker 
recovery than previous 
anesthesia. Orange County 
Health Care Agency 
(OCHCA) refers to this as 
the “good fentanyl.” 

The “bad fentanyl” is 
made synthetically in labs 

by rogue chemists and is more powerful 
than plant-grown drugs. It is available 
over the Dark Web and advertised online 

FENTANYL:  
A dangerous killer drug PART III

on sites like TikTok and Snap Chat. It is 
difficult to trace the source of the drugs 
since people sometimes pay by crypto 
currency such as Bitcoin and the drugs 
can be delivered directly to the buyer’s 
home. 

According to Westhoff, much of fen-
tanyl sold on the streets in the United 
States comes from Mexico where it is 
imported from China. China produces 
90% of the synthesized chemicals for 
fentanyl. The chemicals are processed 
and cut with impurities such as baking 
soda, rat poison, baby powder, etc., 
packaged by Mexican cartels then sent 
through the border crossings. This is big 
money for the cartels and drug wars 
between them led to more than 33,000 
people murdered in Mexico in 2018. 
Greed and money have driven the sale of 
this drug as well as many others. One 
would think that the drug dealers who 
sell this illicit deadly drug would be 
mindful that they are losing customers.  

In China, chemical companies are 
viewed as prestigious businesses. The 
financial incentives in China for chemi-
cal and pharmaceutical companies are 
direct financial support provided by the 
government with rebates as high as 16% 
sometimes with no taxes due. In China, 
many of these manufacturing labs are 
unclean with dirty and rusting equip-
ment. 

Purdue Pharma is partially responsible 
for fentanyl’s illicit rise. The owners and 
board majority of Purdue Pharma, the 
Sackler family, drove their salespeople 
to lie to doctors that the use of 
OxyContin for pain was not addictive.  
These salespeople pressured doctors to 
over-prescribe OxyContin to treat pain. 
Among those prescribed OxyContin 
were young people who sustained 
injuries from sports, but when the pre-

Recovery for Alcohol Addiction 

by Jenn Olmedo 
  

As a result of the COVID-19 
Pandemic, there has been an increase in 
sociological problems that have includ-
ed isolation, financial stress, and uncer-
tainty about the future. An increase in 
alcohol consumption has been one of the 
most popular coping mechanisms mak-
ing alcohol consumption the third lead-
ing preventable cause of death in the 
U.S. The Harvard Gazette recently pub-
lished a shocking article earlier this year 
in which they said, "Scientists estimate 
that a one-year increase in alcohol con-
sumption during the COVID-19 pan-
demic will result in 8,000 additional 
deaths from alcohol-related liver dis-
ease, 18,700 cases of liver failure, and 
1,000 cases of liver cancer by 2040." We 
rarely see the long-term effects of exces-
sive alcohol consumption since it has 
been normalized more and more each 
year by the media. 

If you or someone you know has been 
struggling with alcohol abuse and do not 
know how to seek help or where to start, 
Orange County has a variety of 
resources that can help you starting with 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meetings. 
There are all kinds of AA meetings that 
range from all men or all women meet-

ings to LGBTQ and Spanish-speaking 
meetings. If you are struggling with try-
ing to understand a loved one who has 
struggled with alcohol consumption, 
you may want to check out Al-anon 
meetings, which help bring light or pos-
itive changes into an individual's situa-
tion whether or not their loved one has 
admitted to a possible problem of con-
sumption. There is great flexibility to 
these meetings; they can be in person or 
online. See the list of websites where 
meetings can be found. 
• Fullerton Alano center lost their lease 
during COVID and have not found a 
place to call home yet. They are still 
meeting via zoom. Call (714) 992-0988 
for more information. 
• Anaheim Alana Club 202 W Broadway 
- www.anaheimclub.com  
Sun - Thurs 6:45 am - 10 pm,  
Fri & Sat 7 am - 2 am (714) 535-0900 
• OC Alcoholics Anonymous 
oc-aa.org  714-556-4555 (24 Hours) 
• OC Young People AA (Alateen) 
ocypaa.org    ocypaa@gmail.com 
• Find Recovery 
findrecovery.com/aa_meetings/ca/fuller
ton/  Or call 866-641-9190 
• Find Al non meeting: https://al-
anon.org/al-anon-meetings/find-an-al-
anon-meeting/ 

 
  

Purdue Pharma  
is partially 
responsible  

for fentanyl’s 
illicit rise.  

The owners  
and board  
majority of 

Purdue Pharma,  
the Sackler  

family,  
drove their  
salespeople  

to lie to doctors 
that the use  

of OxyContin  
for pain was  
not addictive.  

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) recommends that 
people between 13 and 64 years of age 
get tested for human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV), the virus that causes AIDS 
at least once as part of routine health 
care. June 27 marks National HIV 
Testing Day (NHTD), which promotes 
testing and early diagnosis of HIV. HIV 
testing is an act of self-care, and knowl-
edge of status is the gateway to engaging 
in prevention or treatment services that 
enable individuals, regardless of their 
status, to live a long and healthy life. 

At the end of 2021, there were 6,772 
people living with HIV in OC. The CDC 
estimates that an additional 950 OC res-
idents have HIV  – some of whom will 
develop AIDS before knowing they 
have HIV. Over 20% (54) of the 274 OC 
residents newly diagnosed with AIDS in 
2021, learned they had HIV at the same 
time, indicating they were living with 
HIV for many years before getting ill. 
Many of these people had been to a 
health care provider, but were not tested 
for HIV. A simple HIV test and treat-

ment can prevent HIV from progressing 
to AIDS. 

If you have never been tested for HIV, 
ask your health care provider for an HIV 
test. For those who test negative and are 
at high risk for HIV, Pre-Exposure 
Prophylaxis (PrEP), a medication to pre-
vent HIV is available. In addition to 
health care providers throughout OC, 
the following agencies offer free confi-
dential HIV testing and free or low-cost 
PrEP services: 

OC Health Care Agency 
(714) 834-8787  
For more info:  

http://www.ochealthinfo.com/std  
Radiant Health Centers 

Call (949) 809-8764 or visit www.radi-
anthealthcenters.org/  

The LGBT Center Orange County 
 To make an appointment or for more 

information call (714) 953-5428  
or visit www.lgbtcenteroc.org/.  

For more testing sites and information 
about HIV services in Orange County, 
please call (714) 834-8335 or visit 
www.ochealthinfo.com

HIV Testing is Self-care 
National HIV Testing Day is Monday, June 27

scription ran out, they were forced to 
buy the drugs off the street to feed their 
addiction to relieve their pain. The 
Sacklers made over $14 billion from 
OxyContin alone, and Purdue Pharma, 
as with other pharmaceutical companies, 
was motivated by greed. 

In April, I spoke with Dick Ackerman 
of Ackerman Consulting about opioids. 
He is working with a group of attorneys 
on litigation. He has represented the city 
of Fullerton, in addition to others, with 
mass tort lawsuits suing the pharmaceu-
tical companies who have manufactured 
opioids. These cities and municipalities 
have suffered financially with arrests 
and trying to treat these victims with 
antidotes such as Narcan to save lives. 
Narcan is used on people who are over-
dosing to reverse the effect of opioids. 
Narcan is an expensive drug that cities 
are purchasing to provide to their depart-
ments. Part of the lawsuits against the 
drug companies responsible for produc-
ing opiates is to get some reimburse-
ment for these additional costs. 

Filing a single lawsuit can take years 
to get through the courts and the litiga-
tion process is expensive and time-con-
suming. The city of Fullerton joined a 
class action lawsuit two years ago. To 
put this in perspective, the tobacco law-
suits took approximately 15 years before 
there was a settlement and perhaps the 
city of Fullerton might not see any reso-
lution until 2025 as a best guess. We 
need to do something about fentanyl 
now.
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2022

HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION   
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the community.  The 

Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions are those of the writer.  
We must verify your identity, but we allow initials  and town to be printed if desired, 
or anonymous if a reasonable case can be made as to why that is necessary. Opinions 
sent to us without name, address and phone number will not be printed. Due to space 
issues shorter letters have a better chance of getting in. Thanks!  

 
contact@fullertonobserver.com or mail to:  

Fullerton Observer PO Box 7051 Fullerton CA 92834

Letters to the Editor   

I enjoyed reading Emerson Little’s article on Gilman Park. I have been taking 
walks there for many years. It is never crowded and you see lots of wildlife, even 
an occasional coyote. I still remember when my young daughter and her friends 
could use the old concrete slides. Bob Riley Fullerton

Hello Sergeant Brandon Clyde: 
It is a privilege to be contacting you 

regarding an article I wrote in the 
Fullerton Observer Mid-May 2022, 
page 16. 

I did not intend my opinion to be a 
slight at the Fullerton Police 
Department.  I was more concerned with 
the costs of purchasing, training, and 
maintaining such equipment.  The news 
coverage of the Ukrainian war indicates 
the amount of time it takes to train 
Ukrainian soldiers on weapons donated 
by the USA and other NATO member 
states surpassing the time Ukrainians 
have to turn back the Russian hordes.  In 
many of the articles it was mentioned 
that special oils are required for artillery 
pieces and that night vision goggles 
required lithium batteries, which are in a 
plentiful supply in Ukraine. 

In my imagination I cannot see how 
large armored vehicles and other mili-
tary style weapons can realistically be 
used against civilian perpetrators who 
may have far less sophisticated weapons 
much less the resources to afford such 
weapons. It may come down to cost effi-
ciency.  Is it warranted to spent large 
amounts of money and time to supply 
and train FPD officers with weapons 
that may not even be used?  Then there 
is the cost of maintenance by specialized 
mechanics. 

This is not meant to deny safety issues 
to FPD officers.  All the officers of FPD 
are valued individuals who deserve to be 
protected from harm. 

I am but a single voice in the wilder-
ness asking to be heard. Thank you for 
your time and attention. 

Don Waterbury Fullerton

Hello Don Waterbury, 
I am writing this to you in collabora-

tion with Sgt. Clyde,  
To address your concerns about mili-

tary equipment being supplied to 
Ukraine: There is a clear and distinct 
difference between military items sup-
plied to other countries and our new mil-
itary equipment policy (policy 708).  
The military is not supplying the 
Fullerton Police Department with any 
equipment.  

The Fullerton Police Department does 
not possess any tactical equipment that 
it has obtained from the military through 
the 1033 program or Section 2576a of 
Title 10 of the United States Code.  
Regardless, California Government 
Code 7071 requires that law enforce-
ment agencies submit a proposed 
Military Equipment Use Policy to their 
governing body for approval.  

Government Code 7070 has broad-
ened the term “military equipment” to 

include traditional military equipment, 
items that are specifically developed for 
civilian law enforcement and some 
items that were develop for and avail-
able to the general public.  The follow-
ing is the definition of military equip-
ment being given in Government Code 
7070.  

To address your concern about large 
military-provided vehicles, we do not 
have any military vehicles.  We do have 
a Bearcat, which is designed as a non-
weaponized, bullet-resistant law 
enforcement rescue vehicle built on a 
Ford chassis.  It does not require special 
training to maintain or operate.  We have 
been using the Bearcat for over a decade 
to reduce the risk of injury or death to 
our officers and our citizens during life-
threatening situations.   

I hope this clears up some of your con-
cerns, Sgt. Michael McCaskill, and  Sgt. 
Brandon Clyde, FPD

Thank you Sgt. McCaskill for the reply 
and your efforts in collaboration with 
Sgt. Brandon Clyde. 

I found your reply to be very sobering.   
Concerning your words, "The follow-

ing is the definition of military equip-
ment being given in Government Code 
7070,” I did not see any definition fol-
lowing.  Did I miss something? 

I will have to do more reading of the 
Government Code 7070. 

Regarding the Bearcat the Fullerton 
Observer, Early May 2022, “New Law 
Gives Public a Say on Police Military 
Equipment,” The Fullerton Police 
Department/North County SWAT 
deployed a Bearcat armored vehicle on 
Highland and Commonwealth Avenues 

on May 30, 2020 during protests follow-
ing the murder of George Floyd. Would 
the peaceful protests on May 30, 2020 
warrant the use of a Bearcat? There were 
no conflicts per se that I noticed when I 
attended the protest. 

As a taxpayer living in Fullerton, I 
believe that initial costs and annual 
maintenance of "military" (Fullerton 
Observer’s word) equipment are expen-
sive in relation to possible threats posed 
by the civilian population in Fullerton. 

I will write again when I digest the 
Government Code 7070. 

Thank you again for time and efforts, 
 

Don Waterbury Fullerton

 POLICE MILITARY EQUIPMENT Re:Article in Early May Edition

The Supreme Hypocrisy of this 
Supreme Court

I awoke Friday morning to the news 
that the Supreme Court had eliminated 
Roe v. Wade. They didn’t modify or 
restrict it or decide merely on the case 
before it. They swept it away. They 
found Roe to be badly reasoned and not 
derived from the thinking of the writers 
of the Constitution. The majority held 
that despite being a Constitutional right 
for 50 years, this did not create a prece-
dent. Stare Decisis be damned, it just 
had to go. 

They reasoned that since privacy was 
not part of the Constitution or Bill of 
Rights, it was just kind of made up or 
found. This seems strange for several 
reasons. The Fourth Amendment makes 
people “safe and secure in their person.” 
The Fifth Amendment should preclude 
the State from searching or testing any 
woman for being or having been preg-
nant, and the Fourteenth 
Amendment, under the 
guarantee of “Equal 
Protection,” should pre-
vent different states 
from criminalizing oth-
erwise legal behavior. If 
a woman can legally get 
an abortion in 
California, she should 
have the same right in 
Texas. 

The strangest and 
most pungent irony in 
the Supreme Court’s 
emphasis on 
Constitutionally enu-
merated powers is that 
the Supreme Court’s 
supreme power to be the 
final adjudicator of the 
constitutionality of a 
law is NOT described in 
the Constitution or the 
Bill of Rights! It was 
self-arrogated in 
Marbury v. Madison. It 
is an extra-
Constitutional power 
that it took unto itself. 
By the Court’s own reasoning it may be 
vulnerable. Surely, if our Founders 
wanted the Supreme Court to have the 
final say over the Executive, the 
Legislature and Judiciary, they would 
have put it in the Constitution. This 
court sees its power as limitless and not 
as a co-equal branch of government but 
as supreme in all things. 

As they falsely promised not to 
rescind Roe, the majority’s opinion (giv-
ing lie to that assurance) specifically 
held that this would not inevitably lead 
to overturning gay marriage, birth con-
trol or mixed marriages. There are more 
than a few reasons not to take their 
assurances at face value. Justice 
Clarence Thomas has already wondered 
aloud if gay marriage and birth control 
should be re-examined. 

Justice Thomas, who held that Roe 
was a precedent and owed deference 
under Stare Decisis, either changed his 
mind or lied at his confirmation hearing, 
as did Gorsuch, Kavanaugh and Barrett. 
Yes, we all knew that they opposed Roe 
and abortion, but they swore to give def-
erence to Roe as “well-established and 
precedential.” 

What happened? Did they change their 
minds about precedence, or did they per-
jure themselves, just waiting for a 

majority in order to impose their will? 
Were they converts to overthrowing Roe 
or part of a growing sleeper cell just bid-
ing their time? 

What recourse do We the People have 
when a candidate for Supreme Court 
Justice perjures himself or herself? Can 
we take it to court? Hmmm, should I be 
confident that if it reached the Supreme 
Court they’d rule objectively or recuse 
themselves? I don’t think so. 

They may truly believe that all life is 
precious and precedent be damned, they 
just need a way to save lives and did 
what they had to do. However, there are 
a few problems with this theory. Sure, 
there are times when lying or even per-
jury might be defended (“Is there a Jew 
in your cellar?” a Nazi might ask. Or 
“Are you hiding an escaped slave?” a 
pre-Civil War bounty hunter might 

demand). But if their 
deceptions, under oath, 
were for the sake of life, 
how are we to under-
stand what they decided 
a few days ago regard-
ing the concealed carry 
of guns? 

This so-called “Pro-
Life” Supreme Court 
has without doubt made 
a decision that will 
increase gun deaths in 
the United States. By 
nearly eliminating the 
ability of states and 
cities to prevent people 
from carrying con-
cealed weapons, they 
have put all of us in 
danger. Particularly 
young men of color.  

While increasing gun 
deaths on the streets, at 
virtually the same time, 
they have, for the first 
time in Court history, 
rescinded a 
Constitutional right and 
eliminated a woman’s 

right to bodily autonomy by eliminating 
Roe. This decision will also cost lives—
particularly among women of color and 
poor women who cannot afford to travel 
to states or nations where abortion serv-
ices are still legal and available. 

Their ruling does not eliminate abor-
tions—not even in the states where it 
seems to. Their ruling drives abortions 
underground and into the alleys and 
shadows where girls and women in the 
past suffered and often died. By sending 
the abortion issue back to the states, 
which seem to be racing to see which 
can come up with the most draconian 
restrictions and punishments, they can 
criminalize doctors who save women’s 
lives after a miscarriage and even prose-
cute women who miscarry. 

Forgetting the cruelty of no national 
exceptions for rape and incest, they are 
letting states give “personhood” status 
to fetuses while taking personhood away 
from women. 

This court will live in infamy. It has 
lost the credibility of its words, the pre-
sumption of fairness, and has become 
the activist, results-driven political 
organization that Conservatives once 
feared and now all should fear. The court 
trading respect for fear is a bad bargain.

Re: Article in Early June Edition

 FPD Responds POLICE MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

 Don Waterbury Responds POLICE MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
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VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2022 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBH6THuTKER5TrjoSRjw0ww/videos

Fullerton is a city rich with parks and 
recreational trails. Most residents are 
familiar with Hillcrest Park. However, 
they may not be aware of the other parks 
within the City. A few years back, I 
received a reader suggestion to cover the 
parks of south Fullerton as they were 
falling into a state of disrepair at the 
time. The majority of the City’s 52 parks 
are located in north Fullerton, while 
only 13 are south of Commonwealth 
Avenue, and quite a few of them are not 
well-maintained by the City. 

Let’s start with Valencia Park, which is 
located right next to Valencia Park 
Elementary. According to the City’s 
website, it opened in 1948, and covers 
roughly four acres. Employees of the 
City and Kimberly-Clark, as well as 
community groups and neighborhood 
residents, came together to build the 
play area, which was designed by stu-
dents from the nearby school. When I 
drove by in early June, there 
was a lot of construction 
going on along West 
Valencia Drive. A large sign 
facing the street said that this 
was “Another Project to 
Improve California Parks 
Funded by the 2000 Parks 
Bond Act.”  

At Valencia Park, there 
was a long basketball court 
with picnic tables nearby. 
Two sets of tables were 
under the shade of a picnic 
shelter next to a colorful 
playground for kids. Behind 
the basketball court was a 
baseball/softball field with bleacher 
seating that could fit up to 50 people. 
There were also barbeques and rest-
rooms available for park-goers. This 
park had been renovated since the last 
time I drove by. However, if you do plan 
on visiting, I recommend parking at the 
school and walking. 

Next, I visited one of Fullerton’s mini-
parks, Olive Park, which opened in 1998 
and is located at 901 Gilbert Street. 
Parking on West Olive Avenue, I walked 
over to see the Olive Park Mural, which 
was created in 2010, and made by 
Katherine England, who was assisted by 
Valencia Park Elementary School stu-
dents along with community and busi-
ness volunteers. The bright, colorful 
mural depicts different activities people 
can do when they put their minds to it. 
Reading from left to right, the mural 
says, “Read, celebrate, trust, sing, play, 
shop, worship, dance, nurture, live, and 
love in Fullerton.” Besides the mural, 
there were only benches and a play-
ground surrounded by woodchips next 
to a small grass area for kids to play in. 
There were also a few trees that provid-
ed shade. The mini park is a mere 0.54 
acres, according to the City’s website.  

Heading further down Gilbert and 
turning onto West Orangethorpe 
Avenue, I stopped by Gilbert Park. 
Gilbert Park is one of the larger parks in 
south Fullerton, consisting of 6.19 acres. 
According to the park’s webpage, back 
in December 2016, the Fullerton Parks 
and Recreation Department teamed up 
with the Orangethorpe Learning Center, 
OC United, KaBoom! and KaBoom!s 
funding partner, Northwestern Mutual 
(OC), to make a playground at Gilbert 
Park. Making this the City’s fourth 

KaBoom! project.  
KaBoom! is a national non-profit 

organization that helps local communi-
ties build playgrounds. According to the 
City’s website, over $100,000 was 
donated by KaBoom! and Northwestern 
Mutual to build Gilbert Park’s play-
ground. In 2016, over 150 neighbors, 
community volunteers, and City staff 
came together to install park benches, 
constructed a community bulletin board, 
built picnic tables, storage boxes, cub-
bies, and soccer goals for the Gilbert 
Neighborhood Center and the 
Orangethorpe Learning Center. They 
also planted new landscaping and put up 
a child-created wood tile mural.  

According to the City’s website, the 
neighborhood centers are currently 
closed to the public due to COVID-19-
related health concerns. The park was 
made up of a large open area of semi-
dried grass, and at the end of the field 

there was a basketball court 
and an entrance to the adja-
cent neighborhood.  

I drove by Orangethorpe 
Elementary School and 
found that the 3-acre 
Orangethorpe Park had been 
temporarily closed for reno-
vations with a fence around 
it, blocking any way of 
entering, except for a corner 
on the intersection of West 
Roberta Avenue and Pacific 
Drive. There was also a 
fence around the 2-acre 
Pacific Drive Park, which 
opened in 1977, and is now 

being renovated after years of communi-
ty pushback. In August 2021, the City 
Council approved a bid by Placentia-
based Micon Construction to refurbish 
the 0.32-acre park with a new play-
ground, basketball court, benches, pic-
nic tables, and shade structures. 
Residents in the area have felt unsafe at 
the park, which has attracted homeless 
individuals in recent years. In 2015, 
Pacific Drive Elementary built fences 
around the school after multiple occur-
rences of people from the park trespass-
ing on the campus. Residents have also 
complained to the City in the past about 
the park’s restrooms being unclean and 
unsafe. Hopefully the new renovations 
to the park will help.   

Families who have kids involved in 
baseball are most likely familiar with the 
9-acre Nicolas Park, which opened in 
1955 and is now home to the West 
Fullerton Little League. The metal 
bleachers at the baseball field seat 100 
people. When I walked through the park, 
I noticed that the playground was smart-
ly positioned underneath the shade of 
nearby trees. Next to the park’s rest-
rooms, there were a few pine trees that 
had been planted. Upon a closer look, I 
noticed that one of these was not a tree 
at all. There were bolts on the branches 
and a concrete slab at the base. It was a 
cell phone tower disguised as a tree, 
designed to look natural. Towers camou-
flaged to look like trees started popping 
up in communities across the country in 
the early 1990s, according to the 99 
Percent Invisible website. The area with 
the most shade in Nicolas Park was near 
the playground. The dried-up grass fac-
ing Euclid was in the direct sunlight 
with spots of shade underneath the trees.           

Driving over to Highland Avenue, I 
stopped at Richman Park, which pro-
vides an excellent picnic and play area 
for children and families in the neigh-
boring community. Opening in 1969, 
this 2-acre park next to Richman 
Elementary was funded by the US 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and the Fullerton 
Redevelopment Agency. The Richman 
Community Center and Don Castro 
Building, which provide recreation and 
social services, and the St. Jude 
Neighborhood Clinic, which opened in 
October 2006 and provides health serv-
ices, are both located in Richman Park. 
According to the City’s website, Cal 
State Fullerton currently operates pro-
grams and services at the Richman 
Neighborhood Center. The bathrooms 
did not seem to be well-maintained, but 
there were people using the picnic 
benches, and children from the summer 
school program were playing on the 
park’s soccer field.      

 From Highland Avenue, I turned onto 
Orangethorpe and found the five-acres 
of Woodcrest Park, which was improved 
in December 2019 through a renovation 
project, according to the Parks and 
Recreation Department website. The 
renovation was made possible by mem-
bers of the Woodcrest Community 
Group, who never gave up advocating 

for needed improvements at the neigh-
borhood park. Since 1959, this has been 
a busy space for the neighborhood and 
the nearby elementary school.  

On the street, I saw that a long stretch 
of concrete had been blocked off for a 
mini-skateboard park. There were a 
number of individuals sleeping on park 
benches near a drought-resistant garden 
close to the parking lot. Next to the 
skateboard area was a set of yellow-and-
green painted exercise equipment that 
had been donated by St. Jude Medical 
Center. The rules for using the exercise 
tools were posted on a nearby sign, and 
people must be at least 14 years old in 
order to exercise on the equipment. 
Down a short sidewalk was a small 
playground with a slide sitting atop ele-
vated equipment with spinnable Tic-
Tac-Toe wheels built into one wall. The 
playground and adjacent swings were 
surrounded by a woodchip covered 
floor. Parking was available on South 
Richman Avenue. 

Although I haven’t talked about all the 
parks in south Fullerton, it seems as 
though the most well-maintained ones 
can be found next to schools. To view an 
interactive map of all 52 parks in 
Fullerton, visit the “Find a Park” page 
on the City’s Parks and Recreation 
Department website.

Spending Time  
at South Fullerton Parks

Richman Park   

 
 
 

“Read,  
celebrate,  
trust, sing,  
play, shop,  

worship, dance, 
nurture, live,  
and love in 
Fullerton.”

Playground at Nicholas Park 

Skate park at Woodcrest Park
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The Orange County Power Authority 
(OCPA), the region’s new energy 
provider, is facing a crisis of leadership 
and a call by the Irvine City Council to 
audit the agency. 

OCPA is a community choice energy 
agency which was established to give 
member cities a greater mix of renew-
able energy. Currently, OCPA’s mem-
bers include Irvine, Fullerton, 
Huntington Beach, Buena Park, and 
unincorporated areas of Orange County. 

OCPA CEO Brian Probolsky filed a 
whistleblower complaint on May 31 
against Board member Dan Kalmick 
and former Board member Mike Posey 
(who are also Huntington Beach City 
Councilmembers), alleging that they 
violated various public meeting laws in 
a conspiracy to oust Probolsky. 

Since the beginning of OCPA, 
Probolsky—a politically connected fig-
ure in Orange County who has served as 
chief of staff for three OC Supervisors— 
has been criticized by climate activists 
and others for lacking experience in the 
field and facing ethics complaints when 
he worked for the County. 

At a special meeting on June 14, Irvine 
City Council voted 4-0 to conduct a 
comprehensive audit of OCPA. Irvine 
was the founding member of OCPA and 
fronted the initial costs of the agency. 
Notably, Irvine Councilmember Mike 
Carroll, who is the chairman of the 
Board of OCPA, was not present at this 
special meeting. 

Councilmember Larry Agran, who 
called the special meeting, said, “When 
the Orange County Power Authority was 
established…we were 
promised three things:…
cleaner electricity generated 
from non-fossil fuel sources 
such as solar and wind, 
thereby reducing our carbon 
footprint. Second, OCPA 
promised to deliver cheaper 
electricity as compared with 
our current provider, 
Southern California Edison. 
Third, OCPA promised 
transparency so we would 
know everything we needed 
to know about its opera-
tions…I regret to report that 
each of these promises has 
been broken.” 

Irvine Mayor Farrah N. 
Khan, who is also on the 
board of OCPA, said, “As 
the only city that has loaned 
the initial startup costs for 
the OCPA, I think it is very 
important that there be 
transparency and I agree 
with the financial audit of 
the organization…And we 
also want to make sure that [OCPA] pro-
vides programs and resources and incen-
tives for the community and provide the 
fastest method toward achieving 100% 
renewable energy.” 

At the special meeting, climate 
activists like Linda Kraemer from 
Climate Reality OC, expressed support 
for the audit, and expressed their belief 
in the importance of OCPA in procuring 
renewable energy and fighting climate 
change. 

OC Power Authority Faces 
Leadership Crisis by Jesse La Tour 

Rep. Steel Faces Controversy  
over Land Deal by Anthony Robert 

 Rep. Michelle Steel, who is currently 
running to represent the northern half of 
Fullerton in California’s 45th District in 
the House of Representatives, is current-
ly facing a controversy over a County 
land sale that was proposed while she 
served on the Orange County Board of 
Supervisors. 

As outlined in a report just released by 
the Orange County Grand Jury, the pro-
posed sale, which consisted of a nearly 
14,000-acre parcel of public land within 
the Upper Newport Bay Nature Preserve 
in Newport Beach, was made by the 
County to a private homeowner identi-
fied by the Voice of OC as Buck Johns, 
whose property is immediately adjacent 
to the parcel. Johns is listed as the pres-
ident of Inland Group, Inc., a Newport 
Beach-based company whose activities 
consist of “concentrating on entitlement 
and development activities for real 
estate, infrastructure, and energy related 
projects.” 

Prior to expressing interest in the par-
cel, Johns had previously donated nearly 
$6,000 to Steele’s 2020 congressional 
campaign, as well as making contribu-
tions to other Republican politicians and 
causes in Orange County, The Voice of 
OC reported. Although the County did 
not initially take action after the home-
owner’s request, which is standard pro-
cedure for county-owned park land, 
Steel soon intervened, and the Board of 
Supervisors began the process of selling 
the land and repeated Johns’ false claim 

in their report that he had previously 
owned the property before giving it to 
the County. Additionally, the Grand 
Jury’s report said that some of the stan-
dard procedures usually taken to notify 
the local community of the property sale 
were not undertaken, with information 
only being spread through word-of-
mouth. 

Ultimately, in a major wrinkle in 
Johns’ plan to acquire the property, Steel 
had left the Board of Supervisors for a 
seat in Congress by the time the Board 
of Supervisors was ready for the final 
approval vote for the sale of the property 
in April 2021. Steel’s replacement, 
Supervisor Katrina Foley, tabled the 
vote for a month, and members of the 
local community successfully filed a 
petition that took the sale off the Board’s 
agenda in May 2021. 

Steel’s opponents are already making 
an issue out of the Grand Jury report’s 
findings. A recent press release by the 
Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee, mentioned the controversy, 
with spokesperson Maddy Mundy say-
ing that “The Orange County Grand 
Jury’s findings offer irrefutable proof to 
confirm what we already know: 
Michelle Steel cares more about her 
wealthy donors than her responsibility 
to Orange County families.”  

Rep. Steel did not respond to calls for 
comment. 

To read the full report visit 
www.ocgrandjury.org.

Irvine City councilmember Larry Agran

“I have full confidence that the Board 
of OCPA is strongly invested in the 
agency’s success, and they are working 
extremely hard to make that happen,” 
Kraemer said. “Orange County is criti-
cally behind when it comes to climate 
action.” 

Probolsky submitted a letter to Irvine 
City Council saying that he welcomes 
“all inquiries and audit requests…and 
that OCPA is a transparent organiza-
tion.” 

Fullerton Mayor Fred Jung, who is on 
the Board of OCPA, said he supports 
Irvine’s audit and that he believes the 
whistleblower complaint needs to be 
investigated. 

“The number one thing as a Board of 
Directors that we have to do, and we 
have a fiduciary duty to do it as soon as 
possible, is to do a thorough, independ-

ent investigation of all 
things Orange County 
Power Authority,” Jung told 
The Observer. 

This is not the first leader-
ship crisis the OCPA has 
faced. In December 2021, 
less than a year into her 
position, OCPA Chief 
Operating Officer Antonia 
Castro-Graham abruptly 
resigned her position, fol-
lowing reports of a conflict 
between her and Probolsky. 

In April of this year, just a 
month after it started serv-
ing business customers, 
OCPA was issued a nearly 
$2 million fine by the 
California Public Utilities 
Commission for failing to 
purchase enough electricity 
to ensure that its customers 
have uninterrupted service. 
Jung said that many 
providers were issued simi-
lar fines, and that OCPA is 
appealing the fine. 

Despite the leadership and transparen-
cy issues, Jung said he still believes in 
the goals of OCPA. 

“I still believe in the Orange County 
Power Authority,” Jung said. “I think it 
is an important step in fighting climate 
change. If you really believe that it’s the 
largest existential threat to our well-
being, then we’ve got to do all the things 
we can to help mitigate it.” 

OCPA is expected to start serving res-
idential customers in October.
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Link to January 6 Insurrection Committee Evidence 
 

To learn more about the evidence and information gathered by the Select 
Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol 
visit https://january6th.house.gov. You may also watch the hearings on C-SPAN 
at https://www.c-span.org. 

Hundreds Protest Overturning  
of Roe v. Wade by Anthony Robert

Friday evening, June 24, saw a large 
protest in Downtown Fullerton. 
Demonstrators gathered beginning at 
6pm to voice their displeasure with the 
recent Supreme Court decision on 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization, which overturned the 
landmark decision Roe v. Wade and the 
right of American women to obtain an 
abortion in states that have laws banning 
the procedure. At the rally/protest, 
which was organized by Planned 
Parenthood, people affirmed their sup-
port for women’s reproductive rights.   

As protesters marched around the 
intersection of Harbor Blvd. and 
Commonwealth Ave, many voiced their 
displeasure with the Court’s ruling, 
chanting slogans such as “Our Body, 
Our Choice!” 

A demonstrator who identified herself 
as Yasniel said she saw the protests 
while getting dinner and decided to join. 
“I’ve had an experience myself with an 
abortion, and I think everyone has a 
right to their own body.”  

Drivers on Harbor and 

Commonwealth  frequently honked their 
horns in approval to demonstrate their 
support. 

“I’m here as a gay man. I hope the 
same Court doesn’t start repealing other 
decisions made over the past twenty 
years,” said attendee Randy Baxter. “I 
hope others start suing states where 
abortion is banned over the Thirteenth 
Amendment, over being forced to carry 
a baby against their will. That’s involun-
tary servitude.” 

The day’s events inspired many of the 
protesters to take further action for the 
cause of abortion rights. “I think what 
we do is contact our legislators and we 
donate to them,” stated Jeanette Reese, a 
Fullerton resident who accompanied 
Baxter to the demonstration and has pre-
viously been involved in abortion rights 
activism. 

Even with the Dobbs ruling, abortion 
continues to remain legal in California. 
California lawmakers have placed an 
initiative on the ballot this November 
that would codify a woman’s right to an 
abortion in the State Constitution. 

PHOTO BY GASTON CASTELLANOS
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ARMY JROTC TEAM EARNS SPOT  
IN NATIONAL ACADEMIC BOWL CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

The four members of the FUHS JROTC Leadership Team, from left to right) 
Cadet/Major Wyatt Carter, Cadet/Major Sean Finch,  

Cadet/Captain Ryan Chung, and Cadet/ Staff Sergeant Joshua Lee. 

by Mike Albertson 
 
The Fullerton Union High School 

Army JROTC Academic Team is one of 
only 40 teams in the nation to win an all-
expenses-paid trip to compete in the 
prestigious 2021-2022 JROTC 
Leadership & Academic Bowl (JLAB) 
that is held in our nation’s capital. 

JLAB is a nationally recognized com-
petition created exclusively for JROTC 
(Junior Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps) students. Participating cadets in 
this national competition have all 
demonstrated their ability to work 
together as a team to answer questions 
on literature (to include mythology and 
world literature), science and mathemat-
ics, social studies, fine arts, and current 
events. 

After beating out 1,471 other Army 
JROTC teams to land in the top 40, the 
team headed to Washington, D.C. to 
compete in the championship event at 

the Catholic University of America, 
departing on Thursday, June 23 from 
LAX. The five-day event is sponsored 
by the U.S. Army Cadet Command and 
is conducted by the College Options 
Foundation. Last year, FUHS JROTC 
produced finalists in the National 
Leadership competition that tested their 
knowledge of American government 
and citizenship, leadership theory and 
application, as well as character 
enabling values. The FUHS JROTC pro-
gram has competed as national JLAB 
finalists five times (2011, 2013, 2018, 
2021, and 2022) and won the competi-
tion in 2018. 

College Options Foundation is a non-
profit organization dedicated to enrich-
ing the academic development of high 
school students and assisting them in 
preparing for higher education. College 
Options Foundation has assisted the 
nation’s JROTC cadets worldwide for 
nearly two decades.

The Fullerton Observer community 
newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie 
Kennedy, Roy and Irene Kobayashi, and 
other friends in 1978, is staffed by local 
volunteers who create, publish, and dis-
tribute the paper throughout our commu-
nity.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one- 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed. 

 ____________________________ 
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The Fullerton Arboretum hosted the 
first in a series of “Summer Stroll” 
events on June 21, which was also the 
first day of summer and the Day of 
Music. 

I attended the event with a companion 
and enjoyed a leisurely walk through the 
various natural habitats, trees, and plants 
of the spacious grounds. Stationed 
around the Arboretum were musicians 
from CSUF College of the Arts perform-
ing live as Arboretum volunteers served 
light refreshments. 

The event was free for members and 
$10 for non-members. There are three 
more “Summer Stroll” events planned 
for July 19, August 16, and September 
20. All events are from 6:30 to 8pm with 
the setting sun. Whether for leisure or 
romance you can not beat this venue. 

For more information visit: 
www.fullertonarboretum.org

A Summer Stroll  
by Jesse La Tour

CSUF College of the Arts musicians 
perform at the first Summer Stroll 

through the Arboretum.  
PHOTOS BY SAM STEIBER



PERSPECTIVES & OPINION Fullerton Observer Page 17JULY 2022

Graduating with a Uterus  
by Esha Salman and Faith Hochgesang

In today’s fragile political climate, it is 
often easy for symbols to be misrepre-
sented. During the Fullerton Union High 
School graduation, senior Scarlet 
Marenco had her graduation cap confis-
cated due to her depiction of a uterus on 
the cap. Marenco aspires to be an obste-
trician-gynecologist, and her love for 
science drove her to pursue the pre-med 
pathway, and also led her to decorate her 
cap the way she did. 

“I did have a thought while making it 
that there would be a possibility that 
they were going to tell me to take it off,” 
Marenco said. 

Marenco was led inside the gymnasi-
um where she was not allowed to bring 
any devices, and she was immediately 
called out by one of the assistant princi-
pals who claimed that her graduation 
cap was “inappropriate,” and she was 
not given the chance to explain. 

“They said that I had to take my cap 
off and that having a uterus on my cap 
was the equivalent of having a penis on 
my head. It was terrible to compare an 
internal organ to an external organ, 
which has a negative connotation. It’s an 
organ inside the body, there’s nothing 
wrong with it,” Marenco said. “I com-
plied because it felt like they were giv-
ing me an ultimatum that if I didn’t take 
off my cap, then I wouldn’t be allowed 
to walk. The main issue with the situa-
tion surrounding my cap was the unedu-
cated decision of deeming a uterus inap-
propriate. It totally demonetizes the 
reproductive anatomy and the anatomy 
of someone who has a uterus. There is 
nothing wrong or inappropriate about 
any organ or physical part of the human 
body. People need to stop demonizing 
women’s bodies.” 

Many students in the graduating 

Fullerton Union High School class 
shared a similar sentiment, reposting 
images of Marenco’s cap to indicate 
their support of her and her cap’s dis-
play. One student, incoming senior 
Haley Won, had several ideas to avoid a 
similar situation in the future. 
Predominantly, she suggested that the 
administration should consider checking 
caps ahead of time “so that in advance 
we know next time if we are or are not 
allowed to wear our caps.” 

According to the Fullerton Associated 
Student Body Instagram post on May 
30, all graduation caps “must follow 
dress code guidelines. If dress code 
guidelines are not met, the cap will be 
confiscated on graduation day and [the 
student] will be given another cap,” a 
protocol carried out in the present case. 

The guidelines referred to can be 
found in the Fullerton Union High 
School Student Handbook sent out to 
each student with every new school 
year. As Marenco’s cap was considered 
to be “inappropriate,” it may have been 
considered to violate subsection B, 
which reads, “Clothing with inappropri-
ate messages (e.g. alcohol, drugs, ciga-
rettes, sexually related scenes, weapons, 
obscene symbols/pictures, etc.)” 

While the uterus could be qualified as 
“sexually related” or “obscene” due to 
its classification under the female repro-
ductive system, a more modern feminist 
critique could render this perspective 
outdated. Additionally, the uterus, or 
womb, is used to develop and prepare a 
fetus for birth and cannot be penetrated. 
Hence, the comparison of Marenco’s 
uterus image to a penis on her head is 
not exactly transferrable past the fact 
that both belong to the reproductive sys-
tems. 

The uterus depicted on the cap for graduation and for comparison  
an image of a heart and the ever so popular ram head symbol.

Yet, the statement proceeding the sub-
sections that all clothing items, includ-
ing graduation caps, are “judged by the 
Principal and administration of 
Fullerton Union High School” was a 
warning to all students, including 
Marenco, who were aware of this going 
into graduation day. 

Although Marenco faulted her cap 
being confiscated as a result of a greater 
political bias, Laura Rubio, the principal 
of Fullerton Union High School, had 
something else to say. 

“It was deemed at the time that we 
couldn’t have that cap come through 
because the message was a little hidden. 
I know that Ms. Marenco wanted to por-
tray that she wanted to become a gyne-
cologist and she was standing up for 
female reproductive rights, but I think 
that the message was a little lost in the 
cap,” Rubio said. “We had to make a 
really tough decision, and that’s some-
thing that sometimes as administrators 
we have to deal with.” 

Ms. Rubio goes on to state her inten-

tions behind graduation caps and what 
they should actually depict come gradu-
ation day. 

“At the moment, we did feel that the 
cap did not portray that celebration. She 
was not in trouble; she was not going to 
be held back from walking,” “Rubio 
said. 

To avoid this confusion again, 
Principal Rubio intends to set down 
more specific rules for next year’s grad-
uating class in order to avoid possible 
confusion. Principal Rubio promotes 
Fullerton High School to be an open 
place for inclusivity and acceptance but 
believes that the graduation ceremony 
should not be the forum to make state-
ments other than celebrating the gradua-
tion itself. 

There are many interpretations that 
can be made of this confiscation, but one 
clear idea that has been set forth is that 
there needs to be a set guideline for the 
decorations that can be permitted on 
graduation caps to avoid future confu-
sion.

Community Members Silenced at City Council by Jere Greene 

legitimate signatures on our Save 
Sunrise Village petitions. 
6. Korean American immigrant small 
business owners have felt pressured 
and even intimidated to close or leave 
their businesses by Shopoff’s tactics. 
These business owners may not have 

understood their protections under our 
legal system.  
We do not have balance in our system 

of governance in Fullerton, as residents 
are denied any opportunity to speak at 
Council meetings for more than three 
minutes each. The developer, on the 

other hand, has unlimited time cam-
paigning for their project while spread-
ing misinformation. And City Council 
always allows them to have the last 
word. 

If there was integrity in the process, 
we would be discussing how to REVI-
TALIZE this commercially zoned space. 

Integrity in the process would mean we 
work within the current zoning with the 
intention of creating a balanced commu-
nity. If there was integrity in the process, 
we would not succumb to the pressure 
this developer, Shopoff Realty 
Investments. 

SaveSunriseVillage@yahoo.com

Save Sunrise Village Team gather outside city hall to support saving their local shopping center. SaveSunriseVillage@yahoo.com PHOTO BY JERE GREENE

Sunrise Village continued from front page 

A full house of constituents who 
showed up to the June 21 City Council 
meeting to express their opposition to 
the Pines at Sunrise Village develop-
ment were caught off guard when the 
item was continued and they were 
admonished to only speak about the 
continuance, but not to give their views 
on the project itself. Mayor Fred Jung 
had the City Attorney explain that the 

developer had requested a continuance, 
and that was within his right to do so. 
Many of those who chose to speak com-
plained of the last minute and unan-
nounced continuance. Some felt this was 
an effort to silence them.  

Concerned residents come to meetings 
and  wait long hours and then are only 
allowed three minutes when finally 
allowed to speak. 

When the council finally voted to 
approve the continuance, most of the 
audience left the council chambers.  

Outside, they expressed their frustra-
tion and their inability to present the 
petition that has over 2,600 signatures of 
people objecting to converting the com-
mercial property to a 159-unit housing 
development. Sunrise Village Shopping 
Center on the corner of Euclid and 

Rosecrans was severally neglected by 
the property management and the ten-
ants were subjected to rent hikes and 
poor maintenance. The Sunrise Village 
Pharmacy had to close after being bro-
ken into through the wall of the boarded 
up neighboring store which the manage-
ment took no responsibility for. 

The item has been continued to the 
July 19 meeting. 
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His name was Ralph, but many who 
loved him called him Grumpy. It was 
the name he asked us to call him. And 
though he was Grumpy, he was 
beloved and adored by family and 
friends. 

Ralph “Grumpy” Kelsch passed 
away early in the morning on May 20, 
2022. He had recently celebrated his 
91st birthday and leaves behind a wife 
who he adored and cared for over 70 
years; three children who he was able 
to support into their 60s; four grand-
children who he got to see finish col-
lege and complete post-graduate 
work; and a beloved dog who he 
spoiled rotten. 

He also leaves a history of distin-
guished service in both the military 
and the police force. 

His loss is also felt by the large net-
work of his family, relatives all across 
the country spanning from four sib-

lings, three of whom have gone on 
before him. Endless cousins, nephews, 
nieces, second cousins, and even more 
that he married into as well – a large 
family mourning the loss of Uncle 
Ralph, a man with a large personality. 
He also leaves a network of friends 
from his work and service – friends 
that became like family. 

He enjoyed watching just about any 
sport on television (except basketball) 
and had a fondness for unusual mus-
tards. His grandchildren rarely saw 
him wear anything besides polo shirts, 
knee-high tube socks and khaki shorts. 
He enjoyed taking the dog to the dog 
park long after his knees made it diffi-
cult to walk. He has been there for us 
through many changes and challenges. 
He has been a quiet, steady support in 
our family, and learning to stand on 
our own without him will be hard for 
all of us. 

Ralph “Grumpy” Kelsch  1931-2022

John J. Jesmont, age 97, 
peacefully passed away on 
Sunday, May 29, 2022 
after a battle with Left 
Ventricular Diastolic 
Congestive Heart Failure.  

John was born on 
October 7, 1924  to John 
and Frances Jesmont in 
Duryea, PA. After college 
graduation, he married Anne in 1947, 
and they had four children together; 
Georgianne, John Jr, Ralph, and 
Camille.  

John was predeceased by his parents 
and late wives Anne of 43 years 

(1947-1991), and Irene of 
11 years (1993-2004).  
John is survived by his 
four children; Georgianne 
Bryant (Denny), John Jr, 
Ralph (Kathy), and 
Camille, five grandchil-
dren, six great- grandchil-
dren, and numerous other 
relatives. John will be 

interned next to his late wife Anne of 
43 years, the love of his life. 

Funeral service was held Tuesday, 
June 14, 2022 at 10:30am Holy 
Sepulcher Cemetery 7845 Santiago 
Canyon Rd, Orange, CA.

John J. Jesmont 1924-2022

185 words plus photo is free space for Fullertonian tributes. For all others and a rate sheet contact: ads@fullertonobserver.com,  
(714) 525-6402, or PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92832 

“Train up a child in the way he should go: and  
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” –Proverbs 22:6 

Sunday school & Child Care available during all services

Sunday Service & Sunday school at 10 am 
Wednesday Testimony Meeting at 7:30 pm 
Our Reading Room is open Mon – Wed, Fri & Sat from 10 am to 1 pm 

First Church of Christ, Scientist 
1300 N Raymond Avenue, Fullerton 92831 

Office (714) 525-4062 Reading Room (714) 525-2649 
christiansciencefullerton.com csfullerton@sbcglobal.net

Andrea “Andi” Lynn 
Brown was a caring and 
loving wife, mother, moth-
er-in-law, grandmother, 
aunt, and a dear friend to 
many. Andrea passed away 
on May 27, 2022 at the age 
of 74. Andrea was born on 
November 17, 1947 in 
Clairton, PA to James and 
Julia Baxendell. 

Andrea married the love of her life 
David Brown on April 29, 1967 in 
Clairton, PA. The following August, 
they decided to move cross-country 
and landed in Cerritos, CA where they 
raised their two sons, Christopher 
“Chris” and Allen.  

During her time in Cerritos, Andrea 
worked in the ABC Unified School 
District as an Elementary School 
Secretary. In August of 1989, Andrea 
and her family moved to Yorba Linda, 
California where she worked at the 

Placentia-Yorba Linda 
Unified School District as 
an Elementary School 
Secretary and worked in 
the district’s Planning and 
Facilities department.  

In Andrea’s retirement 
years, she enjoyed travel-
ing with her husband to all 
four corners of the United 
States, watching her grand-

children play sports and taking numer-
ous cruises around the globe. 

Andrea’s love, generosity, and infec-
tious laughter will be deeply missed. 

Andrea is survived by her husband 
David; sons, Chris and Allen; their 
spouses Gina and Jennifer; and her 
grandchildren Brittney, Taylor, Trevor, 
Kaylie, and Megan and two great 
grandchildren. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
sent to the St. Jude’s Children 
Research Hospital. 

Andrea “Andi” Lynn Brown 1947 - 2022

Funeral Mass was held on Wednesday, June 22, 2022 at 10am 
St. Juliana Falconieri Church, 1316 N Acacia Ave, Fullerton

People who died without fixed abode  
in Orange County in May 2022  

ANAHEIM 
Stephen CHAREST died May 4th  
George MARTINEZ  died May 4th  
Douglas JONES May 6th 
Juan De Dios GONZALES May 6th  
Roberto OROPEZA died May 9th 
Jason DAHL died May 11th 
Justin MALONE died May 11th  
Shaun COLEMAN died May 18th 
Zachary WEAVER died May 30th 

BUENA PARK 
Dwain HIBDON died May 1st  
Brittany MCGOWAN died May 20th 
Daniel SMITH died May 25th 

COSTA MESA 
Louis SENA died May 21st 

FOUNTAIN VALLEY 
Quynh NGUYEN died May 8th 
Russell NEAL died May 8th 
Hobart CAHILL JR. died May 23rd  

FULLERTON 
Ryan SANCHEZ died May 12th 
Gregory SANTIAGO  died May 29th 

 HUNTINGTON BEACH 
Christine RAYKOFF died May 15th 
Robin BILLHIMER died May 25th 
Shawna FRANKLIN died May 27th 
Ruben PEREZ died May 27th 
Gerald VILLAFLORES May 29th 

LAKE FOREST 
Tyler BELONGIE died May 30th 

MISSION VIEJO 
Jose XICALHUA IXMATLAHUA 
died May 18th 

NEWPORT BEACH 
Chris TORRES died May 4th  
Roger TOPP  died May 4th 

ORANGE 
Donna HANNON died May 6th 
Wilfred LEBLANC died May 21st 
Nathan CLARK died May 26th 
Adrian PICOS died May 29th 

SANTA ANA 
Anthony PIERCE died May 2nd 
Marcos SORIANO-ALCANTARA  
died May 5th 
James WYMAN died May 8th 
Jonah SISKIND died May 9th 
Ana RODRIGUEZ died May 11th 
Miguel CARRILLO died May 28th 
Joshua REICH died May 28th 
Edward BARNES died May 30th 
Abigail ALLENBAUGH May 31st 

TUSTIN 
Javier RIOS died May 2nd  
 

May they rest in peace.

Warren Bussey 1913 – 2022
Warren served as mentor to other African Americans 
who desired to own their own businesses. He participat-
ed in the early days of the Santa Ana Black History 
Parade. Being a pillar in the community, Warren has 
received several awards, proclamations, local, state, and 
national achievement letters. He was a “giant” of a man 
and a “giant” within the community. 
When asked his secret to a long life, Warren would reply 
faith in God, hard work, and “soul food.”



 JOBS with CITY OF FULLERTON 
303 W. Commonwealth Ave. • (714) 738-6361 www.cityoffullerton.com 

• Clerical Assistant III New 
FT - $3,211 - $4,099 Monthly  
• Water Systems Manager 
FT - $8,890 - $11,346 Monthly  
• Deputy City Manager 
FT - $111,226 - $168,840 Annually  
• Community Services - City Special 
Events- $15 Hourly 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)  
• Community Services- Community 
Center- $15 Hourly 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)  
• Community Services - Facility 
Rentals- $15 Hourly 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)   

• Community Services - Youth 
Services Division - $15 Hourly 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)   
• Lead Police Dispatcher 
FT - $4,801 - $6,127 Monthly  
• Parking Control Officer  
FT - $3,281 - $4,188 Monthly  
• Police Cadet - $15 Hourly 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)   
• Police Officer Academy Trained 
FT - $6,290 - $8,640 Monthly  
• Police Officer Trainee 
FT - $2,903 - $3,200 Biweekly  
• Sr. Parks & Rec   - $16 Hourly 
Non-Regular (At Will/Non-Benefited)  
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ANSWER KEY TO PUZZLE "HOT HITS" on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

EMPLOYMENT

SEND CLASSIFIED ADS TO ADS@FULLERTONOBSERVER.COM:  
ALL INFORMATION MUST ACCOMPANY A NAME, STREET ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER AND PAYMENT 

IN FULL OR THEY WILL NOT BE PRINTED. CLASSIFIED ADS ARE $40 PER 40 WORDS, $12 PER 
PHOTO/IMAGE. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO NOT PRINT ADS DEEMED INAPPROPRIATE.

Meals on Wheels Orange County 
(MoW OC) is the largest non-profit sen-
ior nutrition and supportive service 
provider organization in the county. 
Their services help seniors who often 
live alone and battle with invisible barri-
ers to getting a nutritious diet and stay-
ing healthy. MoW OC not only provides 
healthy and nourishing meals to seniors, 
but their volunteers make a crucial dif-
ference in the social wellbeing of their 
recipients. Volunteers often develop 
meaningful connections with recipients, 
reducing isolation and significantly 
improving their health. 

Right now, MoW OC urgently needs 
volunteers to continue supporting the 
older adults in our community. 
Volunteers can opt for the Meals on 
Wheels Program, delivering food to 
homebound seniors every week. Routes 
take between 1-1.5 hours in the morning 
to complete on average. 

Additionally, volunteers are needed to 
support the Grab & Go program, prepar-
ing and bagging frozen meals at local 
senior centers. They may help organize 
packaged meals, set up food for distribu-
tion, and assist with registration. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED & WANTED

Lucy’s Family by Karen Lang-McNabb 
 
This true story is based on letters my grandmother Ilse Lang received from family and 

friends in Europe during WWII. It will be in a book entitled, Eating the Piano, © 2022. 

Ilse was stunned. Her 17-year-old 
nephew, Jurgen, her cousin Lucy’s son, 
had been released from a concentration 
camp and she was the only family member 
within reach: 

Aunt Ilse, I can barely remember you. I 
know that you visited us in the forest, but I 
do not remember what you look like… the 
Guardianship Court has made a guardian 
for me [but]… all the steps and ways have 
been taken by [our former neighbor] Miss 
W. and her fiancée…The main thing for me 
is I’m fine now and not suffering anymore. 

The young man had spent four years in 
German concentration camps, losing his 
mother, father, and younger brother: 

At the end of November, we received an 
evacuation order from the Gestapo and 
had to arrive at the Jewish Community 
Center at 4 o’clock in the morning on 4 
December 1941… After a 3 km march we 
finally arrived at our camp and when we 
thought we were calm, we were wrong. 
Now the misery really started. From that 
time on, we only knew what hour had hit 
us. Half of the men were immediately 
selected and moved to another camp, 
which later turned out to be an extermina-
tion camp. 

… With terrible hunger we had to do 
heavy work…On the 28th of March, they 
suddenly took 300 women and the children 
under 13 years to bring them to another 
camp. But later we learn that this camp 
has never been there, and all have been 
shot. Including Mutti [his mother, Lucy] 
and Jochen…But for Dad and me, life 
went on anyway.  

On November 2nd, 1943, we came to a 
real KZ [concentration camp], which was 
the worst time for Father and me. Father 
would get sick with typhus…But I’ve 
always made sure that I was able to bring 
some of my food to my dad. [When] the 
Russians were 7 km from Riga, all the sick, 
weak, and malnourished would be selected 
by the SS physicians and carried away and 
always go to their destruction. 

Jurgen was little when his family said 
goodbye to Ilse in 1936. At seventeen, he 
was still too young to live on his own - Ilse 
contacted his Uncle Arthur in 
Pennsylvania:  

I was saddened by the shocking news in 
Jurgen’s letter. He certainly must be a 
remarkable boy to write a letter like that 
after all the horror he has been through. I 
wish we could help him, but right now it is 
out of the question because we just paid 
for the transportation of Hanna [Arthur’s 
sister] and her family, which was over 
$1000…At least I would like to write to 
him… 

A couple of years went by until they 
saved enough money. His uncle sent food 
and clothes; his aunt, Meta Krebs, took 
him into her home in Sweden, where he 
worked at a factory. He filled out emigra-
tion forms. Fortunately, going to the US 

was a shorter wait from Sweden than from 
Germany, where some waited for many 
years.  

In 1948 his aunts and uncles finally wel-
comed him to Pennsylvania. Jurgen 
became Richard and began working in the 
family business. He married Rosalye, and 
had two daughters, Kimberly, and Lynn.  

My grandmother enjoyed riding the train 
out from New York to visit. She was grat-
ified to have gathered him up and brought 
him back into the circle where he now 
thrived. 

When Richard first arrived, he burned to 
talk about what living in a concentration 
camp was like. Out of respect, sympathy, 
or squeamishness, no one ever asked:  

I was eager and all prepared to talk 
about [my] experiences to someone, any-
one. There never was an opportunity to do 
so. Eventually I reasoned that people had 
their own problems they didn’t talk about. 
I resolved to try as best I could to put my 
experience behind me and to try to forget.  

For nearly sixty years Richard never 
mentioned his time caught in the 
Holocaust.  

In his final years, he decided people 
should hear about it. He published: The 
Story of My Life and began speaking in 
public, leaving out the gruesome details 
for schoolchildren. He focused on the Nazi 
process of isolating and downgrading peo-
ple until it seemed okay to treat them as 
less than human.  

In 2004, Richard’s hometown of Lake 
Schwartau welcomed him with a memorial 
at the home his family lived in until 1941. 
It now had four stone tablets embedded in 
the sidewalk by artist Gunther Deming 
that displayed online links telling his fam-
ily’s stories. He felt tremendously grati-
fied.  

Richard Yaschek died the following year 
in 2005.

Richard Yaschek circa 1950s

CLASSIFIED

Those interested can learn more at: www.mealsonwheelsoc.org/get-involved/

Opposing Views 
Workshop

Communicating with people of opposing views in a polarized society is the 
theme of a free public workshop from 9am to noon on July 30 at Fullerton First 
United Methodist Church (114 N. Pomona Ave.) 

Explore skills to stop changing one another’s minds and start trying to know 
that person. Bell-Kerr says folks may not agree on political, cultural or emo-
tional issues, but “good conversation” can open doors to shared values and new 
partnerships in creating good communities. 

To register contact Michael Jacobe at sec@ffumc.net. 
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The Juneteenth celebration at Centennial Park in Santa Ana featured banners hon-
oring black trailblazers in Orange County and beyond. Here are some of them. 

Amazing OC trail blazers  are 
honored at Juneteenth 

James Colquitt served as President 
of the OC Branch of the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) for over 15 
years. He was a veteran of the Korean 
and Vietnam Wars and served with 
honor and distinction, earning personal 
decorations and receiving many unit 
citations and awards during his twenty 
years of service. He passed away in 
2019 at age 89. 

Harlen Lambert was the first 
black police officer in OC. He was hired 
by the city of Santa Ana in 1966, a time 
when prejudice was rampant. In his 
memoir Badge of Color, Breaking the 
Silence, he describes facing hatred not 
only from the community he served and 
lived in, but also racist colleagues. 
Lambert was a true trailblazer. 

Helen Shipp founded the OC Black 
History Parade in 1980 in Santa Ana 
with the goal of celebrating the African 
American community and cultural 
inclusivity. The inaugural parade started 
small with 8 people. Over the years, the 
parade grew to attract 10,000 spectators 
from around the world. 

Gladys Mae West is an American 
mathematician known for her contribu-
tions to the mathematical modeling of 
the shape of the Earth, and her work on 
the development of the satellite geodesy 
models that were eventually incorporat-
ed into the Global Positioning System 
(GPS). 

Barbara Junious organized free 
"Learning Black History" lectures at her 
home in Huntington Beach. Groups of 
about eight to 10 people of various ages 
and ethnic backgrounds meet every 
other week in her garage. The students 
learn about the classes through local 
churches, fliers that Junious distributed 
and word of mouth.

Warren Bussey (1913-2022) moved 
to Fullerton in 1946 and ended up in 
Santa Ana. He and his wife started sev-
eral businesses including Jimmie’s Soul 
Food Café, a shoeshine business, and a 
furniture upholstery business. He was 
always involved within the community, 
serving a mentor to other African 
Americans who desired to own their 
own businesses. 

To learn more about Black History visit: 
Orange County Heritage Council: oc-hc.org 

OC Black History Parade: ocblackhistoryparade.org 
NAACP Orange County Branch: naacp-oc.org 

OC Human Relations Civil Rights History: 
www.ochumanrelations.org/about/occivilrightshistory

Black Student Scholarship Fund 
CSUF Announces 16 recipients for first year of program

Cal State Fullerton in partnership with 
the Orange County Community 
Foundation (OCCF) created the CSUF 
Black Student Scholarship Fund sup-
porting self-identified Black or African 
American Students at the university. In 
its inaugural year, the CSUF Black 
Student Scholarship Fund has awarded a 
total of $24,000 to 16 CSUF students, 
which includes three incoming high 
school seniors and 13 returning Titans. 

“Not only is it amazing to see a schol-
arship like this for Black students at 
CSUF, but I am also grateful to say that 
I am an inaugural recipient of such an 
award. I am very appreciative of all of 
the support Black students like myself 
receive from the BSU, AARC and Black 
staff and faculty. Without them, opportu-
nities like this would be hard to come 
by. Thank you to everyone who had a 
role in bringing this scholarship to 
CSUF. I plan to further express my grat-

itude by continuing to excel wherever I 
can and representing our university 
well” said Cal State Fullerton student 
Jeremiah Riggins. 

"We are excited to see this program 
begin with such a robust group of stu-
dents," said Tammy Tumbling, 
Executive Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer, Orange County 
Community Foundation. 

As CSUF prioritizes the recruitment 
and retention of a more diverse student 
body, they believe one of the most effec-
tive ways to achieve this goal is to offer 
scholarships to specific student groups. 
This fund provides scholarship awards 
to deserving students based on objective 
criteria thanks to the partnership of 
OCCF and support from a diverse array 
of donors, funders, and the broader com-
munity. CSUF is honored to support its 
diverse student body with scholarships 
of $1,500 each. 

A Juneteenth Festival 
took place  
in Santa Ana  
at Centennial Park. 
There were  
musical guests, 
speakers, food, and 
entertainment  
celebrating  
the emancipation  
of enslaved African 
Americans  
on the newest  
national holiday.  
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Listen to Observing Fullerton Podcast
You can sponsor Observing Fullerton podcast:  

All proceeds support Student Intern/Volunteers. 
Contact Urooj Naveed or Adrian Meza  

at fullertonobserver@gmail.com 

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION  
KEEPS US PRINTING.  

We are a volunteer and community written  
45 year old newspaper.  
Please send check for $39 to PO Box 7051, 

Fullerton, CA 92834 or pay with credit card at 
www.fullertonobserver.com any questions can be 
answered via email: ads@fullertonobserver.com 
or call (714) 525-6402


