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Renters: Know 
Your Rights  

BY ADRIAN MEZA 
 
It’s important for renters to know 

about rights when interacting with land-
lords. The CA Department of Real 
Estate recently introduced a guide out-
lining residential tenants’ and landlords’ 
rights and responsibilities. Here are 
some of your rights as a renter: 

 Refundable security deposits 
A landlord cannot require a nonre-

fundable security deposit. However, 
when a tenant moves out of a rental, the 
law allows the landlord to keep all or 
part of the security deposit for the fol-
lowing reasons: 1. Rent owed, 2. unit is 
less clean than when you moved in, 3. 
damage is beyond normal wear and tear 
4. unit was not returned to its original 
condition, or 5. tenant failed to restore 
personal property (such as keys or furni-
ture), other than due to normal wear and 
tear. 

Unless one of these circumstances 
applies, the landlord must return the 
security deposit. 

Rental unit legally uninhabitable 
Landlords are required to maintain 

rental units in conditions fit for the 
“occupation of human beings.”  

This implied warranty of habitability 
See Renters’ Rights, page 10

Fullerton Observer Investigates: 

Animal Activists 
Demand Changes at 

Orange County 
Animal Care Shelter  

BY UROOJ NAVEED

The Orange County Animal Care 
Shelter, located at 1630 Victory Road in 
Tustin, has come under fire from animal 
activists demanding a change in prac-
tices. Activists claim that the restrictive 
appointment-based adoption model 
implemented during the pandemic 
should be lifted by now, as it does more 
harm than good to the animals and 
reduces adoption rates. Furthermore, 
they demand creating a trap-neuter-
release program for cats, a better dog 
enrichment program, hiring more staff, 
and recruiting volunteers. 

What is OCAC? 
Orange County Animal Care provides 

services for Anaheim, Brea, Cypress, 
Fountain Valley, Fullerton, Huntington 
Beach, Lake Forest, Orange, Placenta, 
San Juan Capistrano, Tustin, Villa Park, 
Yorba Linda, and unincorporated 
County areas. OCAC contracts with 
these cities to field calls, and provide 
redemption, license renewal, pet intake, 
and adoption services. The 10-acre 
facility was newly built in 2018. 
What is ‘adoption by appointment’? 
Like many other shelters, OCAC 

moved to an adoption by appointment 
model at the beginning of the pandemic, 
Adopters view available animals online, 
then make an appointment to visit with a 
potential pet at the shelter to determine 
compatibility. 

OC Board of Supervisors Chairman 
Doug Chaffee said, “The appointment 
system keeps their [the animals’] stress 
levels down.”  

OCAC’s Assistant Director Monica 
Schmidt added that the appointment sys-
tem has decreased the number of biting 
incidents between shelter animals and 
visitors, and that the adopted pet return 
rate has lowered as better matches are 
made. 

See Animal Care Shelter, page 5

Fire Department  
Urges Council to Decide  

on Its Future BY JESSE LA TOUR

Members of Fullerton’s Fire 
Department attended a special City 
Council meeting on September 6 to lis-
ten and give input on the future of fire 
services in our city. 

The question before City Council is: 
Should the City keep its 114-year-old 
fire department, or enter into a contract 
with Orange County Fire Authority 
(OCFA)? OCFA provides fire services 
for 23 cities in Orange County plus 
unincorporated areas. 

The firefighters who spoke during 
public comment said they wanted 
Fullerton to contract with OCFA—cit-
ing low pay in Fullerton and an “unsus-
tainable” fire department. 

Earlier this year, City Council request-
ed and received a contract proposal from 
OCFA. An independent analysis of the 
proposal was conducted by 
Management Partners consulting firm. 

OCFA’s proposal stated it would ini-
tially save the City approximately $5.7 
million annually. However, the proposal 
did not account for all the costs the City 

would continue paying in connection 
with the Fullerton City Fire Department, 
including pensions owed to current fire 
department employees, ambulance 
transport and billing costs, workers’ 
compensation costs for existing cases, 
retiree healthcare, property insurance, 
and the one-time costs to transition to 
OCFA. 

At the special meeting on January 6, 
City Council and the public heard high-
lights of Management Partners’ analysis. 
Here are some key takeaways from the 
report: 

• Costs will be higher with OCFA 
than with a “properly funded” City 
Fire Department—around $5 million 
higher annually. Because the report 
determined that Fullerton’s fire depart-
ment was unsustainable and underfund-
ed, it developed a hypothetical budget 
for an independent Fullerton Fire 
Department with more sustainable fund-
ing levels to use as a comparison with 
the OCFA proposal. 

See Fire Department, page 2

District 5  

Candidate Forum 
 

Presented by  
Center for Healthy Neighborhoods Resident Leaders  

and The Fullerton Observer 
 

Wednesday, September 28 at 6pm 
 

Richman Elementary School Multi-Purpose Room (MPR) 
700 S Richman Ave, Fullerton  

 
Forum presented in Spanish and English. 

Foro presentado en español y inglés.

October  10 
• First day vote-by-mail ballots  
are available  
• Voters registered by this date  
will be mailed a county voter infor-
mation guide 

October  24 
• Final close of registration  

October  29 
• Vote Centers open 

November 1 
• Last day to apply for a replacement 
vote-by-mail ballot  

November  5 
• Additional vote centers open 

November 8 
• Date of election. Vote!

IMPORTANT  
ELECTION DATES

RegisterToVote.ca.gov  
Polling Place Lookup 

call 800-345-8683

Fullerton Firefighters at the September 6 Fullerton City Council meeting.  
PHOTO BY JESSE LA TOUR
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UPCOMING CITY MEETINGS IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
City Hall is located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave, www.cityoffullerton.com

• September 12 at 6:30pm:  
  Parks and Recreation  
• September 14 at 6:30pm:  
  Planning / Landmarks 
• September 19 at 5pm:  
  Infrastructure and Resources  
• September 20 at 5:30pm:  
  City Council 

• September 21 at 5pm:  
  Active Transportation 
• September 22 at 6pm:  
  Library Board of Trustees 
• October 03 at 4pm:  
  Transportation & Circulation 
• October 10 at 5:30pm:  
  Cultural Arts Subcommittee

September 6 Meeting 

FULLERTON CITY COUNCIL NOTES  
The Council meets at 5:30pm on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month. Upcoming agenda information and streaming video of meetings 
are available at www.cityoffullerton.com.  

City Hall is located at 303 W. Commonwealth, Fullerton. 
Contact Council at (714) 738-6311 or council@cityoffullerton.com  

PUBLIC COMMENTS

 
• Fred Jung Mayor (District 1)   

(714) 738-6311 and at fred.jung@cityoffullerton.com 
• Nick Dunlap Council Member (District 2) 

(714) 738-6311 and at nicholas.dunlap@cityoffullerton.com 
• Jesus Silva Council Member (District 3) 

(714) 738-6311 and at jesuss@cityoffullerton.com 
• Bruce Whitaker  Mayor Pro Tem (District 4)  

(714) 981-8474 and at bwwhitaker@live.com  
• Ahmad Zahra Council Member (District 5) 

(714) 738-6311 and at AhmadZ@cityoffullerton.com 
• City Clerk at cityclerksoffice@cityoffullerton.com or (714) 738-6350

Fullerton Response to Grand Jury Report on OC Power Authority 

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE

Rancho La Paz Mobile Home Park: 
Todd Harrison, a resident of Rancho La 
Paz mobile home park in Fullerton 
thanked Fullerton Fire Department for 
recently saving his life and said, “You 
can save considerable money from the 
emergency services budget by taking 
better care of Fullerton’s seniors and 
poorest residents. For well over a year 
I’ve been coming here two Tuesdays a 
month. For well over a year, after retir-
ing for medical reasons from being an 

engineer, I went back to work part time 
just to afford to keep the dirt under my 
mobile home because of [the Park’s 
owner John] Saunders. And it’s not just 
me and it’s not just the residents of the 
other five mobile home parks. It’s every-
one who’s a senior.” Todd’s wife 
Yolanda said that the Park’s “cooling 
station” was not functioning and that 20 
residents of Rancho La Paz have died in 
the last three months, “nearly 21 if you 
count my husband.”

Council voted 4-1 (Dunlap “no”) to approve Fullerton’s response to the recent 
Orange County Grand Jury report entitled,  “Orange County Power Authority: 
Come Clean.” The report outlined numerous transparency and leadership issues 
with the electric utility agency. 

The City’s response letter, signed by 
Mayor Fred Jung (Fullerton’s repre-
sentative on the OCPA board) agreed 
with one finding of the Grand Jury’s 
report: 

“OCPA Board Meeting agendas and 
staff reports are distributed at the last 
minute and Board meeting minutes are 
not always accurate, complete, or posted 
in a timely manner.” 

The letter agreed with a recommenda-
tion to fix this issue, which is to “Utilize 
a member agency clerk or assign a qual-
ified OCPA staff member to handle the 
agendas and minutes for the OCPA 
Board and OCPA Community Advisory 
Committee to ensure that they are pre-
pared properly and posted in a timely 
manner.” 

The City’s response letter did not 
address the other recommendations of 
the Grand Jury report, which were: 

• Implement OCPA and Community 
Advisory Committee by-laws consistent 
with those of other Community Choice 
Energy agencies within California. 

• Include the Community Advisory 
Committee as a standing item on the 
OCPA Board minutes and recognize the 
Community Advisory Committee as an 
advisory committee, and not simply a 
mouthpiece. 

• Hire a Director of Power Purchases 
or other qualified staff positions to prop-
erly oversee Pacific Energy Advisors 
and CalPine contractors utilizing best 
practices. 

To read the full grand jury report visit: www.ocgrandjury.org.

AGENDA FORECAST 
City Hall is located at 303 W Commonwealth Ave, www.cityoffullerton.com 

The next Fullerton City Council meeting is Tuesday, September 20. 

• Housing Element Study Session 
• Fullerton Museum Center Memorandum of Understanding 
• Hunt Library Phase III Building Repairs  
• Large Outdoor Dining Application

Fire Department continued from front page
• If Fullerton keeps its own fire 

department, it will have to increase 
annual expenditures to retain its fire- 
fighters and offer competitive pay. 
Firefighters are leaving Fullerton to take 
jobs with other agencies because the pay 
in Fullerton has not kept up with the 
market for several years. The differen-
tial has grown to about 15 to 20 per-
cent...The City recently granted a pay 
raise of over 5 percent, but this still did 
not bring pay up to market levels...Since 
2014, 74 personnel have separated from 
the Fullerton Fire Department. Of the 
separations, 24 were due to retirement or 
dismissal and 50 were due to resigna-
tion. Resignations overwhelmingly are 
due to job offers with surrounding agen-
cies because of the higher rate of pay. 

• The City would realize the same or 
better level of service with OCFA, 
which would continue to operate the 
existing fire stations and would upgrade 
all Fullerton units to full advanced life 
support units by adding two 
paramedics to the number of 
personnel working daily. 

Fullerton Fire Chief Adam 
Loeser called the department’s 
retention issues “a very diffi-
cult challenge.” 

“This last week was very 
difficult,” Loeser said. “We 
lost three firefighters. Two we 
had to release from probation, 
one resigned, and I got notice 
that my deputy chief is taking 
a job at a different depart-
ment...We have a vacancy rate 
in our department of 25 per-
cent. I’m budgeted for 87 peo-
ple total (firefighters, preven-
tion, clerical). Right now, I’m 
at 65...I look over this last 
year, and ask where have my 
people gone and why? It does 
come down to compensation and bene-
fits.” 

Brian Fennessy, Fire Chief for OCFA, 
echoed Loeser’s concerns regarding 
retention. 

“If 25 percent of my fire department 
were vacant, we’d be using words like 
‘crisis’ and ‘emergency,’” Fennessy 
said. 

During the public comment portion of 
the meeting, several firefighters and 
their family members urged Council to 
take action—either to go with OCFA or 
better fund the department. 

“The inability to retain firefighters has 
forced our firefighters to work extra 
hours each week, which is taking 
extreme mental and physical tolls on all 
of us,” said Carly Lancaster, whose hus-
band Dan is a Fire Captain and president 
of the firefighters union. 

John Miller, a captain and paramedic, 
said, “I’ve worked for the City for the 
past 18 years and I’ve seen this depart-
ment go from the pride of Orange 
County to the steppingstone for the next 
opportunity...The life raft is here. We 
can no longer fill the holes in the boat to 

stay afloat. The only option is OCFA.” 
“We can no longer sustain services to 

the level we used to back in the day,” 
Fire captain and union president Dan 
Lancaster said. “We need a decision. 
This council can no longer kick this can 
down the road and say, ‘Next meeting. 
Next Meeting.’ My firefighters demand 
a decision as soon as possible. That’s 
where we’re at. Make a decision so we 
can do our job.” 

Mayor Pro Tem Bruce Whitaker said 
that, since over 80 percent of all fire 
calls are medically-related, perhaps the 
department could save money by adopt-
ing a different deployment model. 

“The structure with which we are 
responding seems to be a bit of an over- 
commitment of professionals to your 
average medical emergency response,” 
Whitaker said. 

This was also the contention of a 
recent Orange County Grand Jury 
Report entitled “Where’s the Fire? Stop 

Sending Fire Trucks to 
Medical Calls.” 

Both Chiefs Loeser and 
Fennessy took issue with that 
report and the contention that 
their departments are over-
committing resources. 

“We staff for the ‘What if?’ 
What if it is a cardiac arrest? 
What if it is a structure fire?” 
Loeser said. “There is and will 
continue to be a debate on 
whether EMS [Emergency 
Medical Service] and fire 
should be separate. For the 
city of Fullerton, we are best 
served and most effective 
when providing that service to 
our citizens in an all-hazard 
fashion.” 

Local resident Joshua 
Ferguson criticized the depart-

ment for having two fire engines parked 
in front of City Hall. He asked, “Is this 
where they belong?” 

Ferguson also pointed out that, accord-
ing to the website Transparent 
California, many members of 
Fullerton’s fire department make over 
$100,000 per year. He said that many of 
Fullerton’s public works employees lost 
their jobs or took pay cuts over the past 
year, while firefighters got raises. 

Fullerton City Council voted unani-
mously to bring back an agenda item 
within 45-60 days for Council to make a 
decision on whether to go with OCFA or 
to keep Fullerton’s fire department. 

Chief Loeser again emphasized the 
urgency of making a decision. 

“I implore you to allow me to move 
faster on this to make this decision,” 
Loeser said. “This is not grandstanding. 
I’m telling you the straight truth as the 
fire chief—we need to take care of this 
sooner than that.” 

Mayor Fred Jung said that if he can get 
Council the information it needs sooner, 
“We’ll take it up sooner than in 45 
days.”

 
  

“If 25%  
of my fire 

department 
were vacant, 

we’d be using 
words like  

‘crisis’  
and  

‘emergency,’” 
Fennessy  

said.



 The Early October 2022 issue  
will hit the stands on October 3.  
SUBMISSION and AD deadline:  

September 26.
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Unplugged Thursdays
EVERY THURSDAY 4pm-8pm 

Unplug from your work week and 
enjoy our extended exhibit hours, gift 
shop, food trucks, special programming 
in the beer garden and more. Fullerton 
Museum Center. 301 N Pomona Ave.

Partnership Opportunity at The Hunt Library 

BY JENN OLMEDO 
 

 The Hunt Library building, donated to 
the city of Fullerton in 1962, has been 
closed to the public since 2013. The 
Hunt is a special community landmark 
that is currently listed under the State 
and National Historic Resources. It is 
located at 201 S. Basque Ave. 

The City of Fullerton has released a 
Request for Proposals seeking experi-
enced organizations to partner together 
in its tenancy and operation. The eventu-
al reopening of the library will provide a 
welcoming and creative space for the 
community as well as to offer program 
activities, events, and classes for all 
ages.  

The general requirements of the 
Request for Proposals can also be found 
on the city of Fullerton website. Please 
note the City will also be taking into 
consideration financial strength. Here 
are some requirements: 

• Experience managing a 10,000+ 
square ft. facility. Provide excellent 
property management of the facility. 
• Meet the community identified inter-
ests through various means including 
possibly the provision of program-
ming or services with a focus on liter-
acy and a library portion. 

• Explain how community needs will 
be addressed throughout the operation 
of the site. 
• Cover costs to operate utilities, secu-
rity guard service, and maintenance. 
• Define and identify any needed capi-
tal repairs for the necessary services 
provided by the proposal. 
• Demonstrate dedication to protect 
historical nature of building. No alter-
ations to the exterior of the building 
will be permitted. Mitigation to van-
dalism required. 
• Ensure that no additional buildings 
are added to the site. 
• Provide a library-style feature that 
will be a prominent aspect of the facil-
ity and service. (City Library Staff 
Will Operate) 
• Provide various community pro-
gramming options for the City’s 
diverse population. 
 
Professional questions regarding this 

request for proposals may be directed to 
the City. Site visits are offered to pro-
posers when available. Please contact 
staff with serious inquiries and or ques-
tions at: City of Fullerton 303 W. 
Commonwealth Avenue Fullerton (714) 
738-6533  www.cityoffullerton.com.

Farmers Market
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

•8:30am-12:30pm: Fullerton’s 
Certified Farmers Market 

 Shop for farm fresh organic fruit, 
vegetables, & more.  

It is small, BUT they have the best avo-
cados,  oranges, lemons, strawberries,  
honey, apples and tamales!  

Fullerton Community Center  
340 W Commonwealth Ave 

Support local farmers!  
No farmers . . . No food!

LEON OWENS FOUNDATION 2022 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Fullerton City Council, District 3  
• Dr. Shana Charles 

• Arnel Dino  
• John Lewis Ybarra 

 
Fullerton City Council, District 5  

• Ahmad Zahra, Incumbent  
• Oscar Valadez 
• Tony Castro 

Fullerton School District 
Trustee Area 1 

Aaruni Thakur, Incumbent  
Trustee Area 3 

Beverly Berryman, Incumbent  
Trustee Area 4 
Ruthi Hanchett 

Lisa Wozab  
Rudy Garcia 

Local candidates  
to watch  

The Fullerton Observer community 
newspaper, founded by Ralph and Natalie 
Kennedy, Roy and Irene Kobayashi, and 
other friends in 1978, is staffed by local 
volunteers who create, publish, and dis-
tribute the paper throughout our commu-
nity.   

This venture is a not-for-profit one- 
revenues are plowed back into maintain-
ing and improving our independent, non-
partisan, non-sectarian community news-
paper.  

Our purpose is to inform Fullerton res-
idents about the institutions and other 
societal forces which most impact their 
lives, so that they may be empowered to 
participate in constructive ways to keep 
and make these private and public entities 
serve all residents in lawful, open, just, 
and socially-responsible ways. Through 
our extensive coverage, we seek to pro-
mote a sense of community and an appre-
ciation for the values of diversity with 
which our country is so uniquely blessed.  ____________________________  
10,000 issues of the Fullerton Observer  

are distributed throughout Fullerton  
and sent through the mail to subscribers  

every two weeks except only once  
in January, July & August.  

   
HOW TO SUBSCRIBE 

 Subscriptions are $39 per year. 
Sign up and pay with autopay at 

www.fullertonobserver.com 
or by check with name & address to:  

Fullerton Observer, PO Box 7051,  
Fullerton, CA 92834-7051 ________________________________  

HOW TO ADVERTISE 
Visit us online at  

www.fullertonobserver.com  
& click on advertise, 

 ads@fullertonobserver.com,  
or (714) 525-6402 ________________________________  
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Last time: This building is across 
the alley west of F&M Bank and The 
Villa. The original metal was rusting 
out and it was replaced years ago, yet 
still looks new.

Photo Quiz   
Send answer to Mike at AllMedia@sbcglobal.net 

This time: Where can you find this 
staircase downtown?

Greenbelt Winery

Old Favorites from the Past
In our last issue, we mentioned a few 

businesses that were located in Villa del 
Sol long ago. That seemed to trigger 
interest in finding out about more vin-
tage downtown places that were once 
popular with Fullerton residents. We can 
go back as far as you like, since some of 
you longtime residents certainly heard 
about or even spent time at some iconic 
sites in the distant past. Did you know 
there was once a winery on Chapman 
Avenue? It was surrounded by one of 
the largest vineyards in the state back in 
the 1880s. Alex Henderson’s blacksmith 
shop was taking care of business at 121 
South Spadra Road (now Harbor Blvd). 

Much better known to our readers was 
The Williams Company, which any 
local camper/backpacker visited often in 
the 70s, 80s, and beyond. In addition to 
supplying all types of camping gear, 
they were known as Levi Headquarters 
and they sold boots, jackets, and lots of 
other clothing. Originally the Odd 
Fellows Lodge, it became a men’s cloth-
ing store in 1950. What about Steele’s 
Café, or Roy’s Photo Service at 216 N 
Harbor? Boege’s Sporting Goods, the 
original Mickey’s? Observer Reader 
Denise reminded us about The Blue 
Wolf Bookstore and Vision Arts. Do you 
have a story to share?

Fundraisers 
The High Horse is having a sneak peek 

and charity fundraiser on Wednesday, 
September 21 and 100% of everything pur-
chased goes directly to the Boys and Girls 
Club of Fullerton. All ages welcome. 
RSVP to highhorse@highhorseoc.com. 

Why did we say the ‘original’ Mickey’s 
above? The new Mickey’s across Harbor is 
set to open soon, and a preview fundraiser 
will also take place there on Thursday, 
September 22 from 5 to 9pm, same details 
as above. RSVP to mickies@mickiespub-
oc.com. See you there. 

Tommy Lasorda 
Street Fair

A reminder that the city of 
Fullerton will be honoring 
Dodger Skipper and longtime 
Fullerton resident Tommy 
Lasorda at the Fullerton 
Downtown Plaza on Thursday, 
September 22 from 4 to 9pm. 
Fullerton museum is accepting 
vendor applications.  

Request info at 714-519-4461 
or info@fullertonmuseum.com

Sneak Peek at The Charleston
This all seems to be coming together—upstairs at the Williams Company building 

is something we briefly mentioned a while back. The name of the new development 
at the Fullerton Ballroom, AKA Imperial Ballroom, is The Charleston. Special 
events, weddings, and more will take place once the renovation is complete. Better 
than trying to explain all that will entail, above are some renderings that show you 
how amazing the place will be. 

Members Lounge

Bridal Suite

Special Events Room



CROSSWORDMID-SEPTEMBER 2022 Fullerton OBSERVER Page 5 

1. Old adders 
6. Make ___ of 
11. Word with holy or cash 
14. Townie 
15. Robin Williams role in "Aladdin" 
16. Simpson case judge Lance 
17. Medical pro known  
     for writing well? 
19. Neither's partner 
20. Buzz Lightyear's owner 
21. Milk dispenser 
22. Middle of March 
23. Resistance unit 
25. Recliner part 
27. Medical pro alone  
     at the switchboard? 
32. U.S. rep known by her initials 
33. Goad 
34. Sweater style 
37. Deal with 
39. Circus prop 

42. ___ gin fizz 
43. Courtroom event 
45. See the sights 
47. "Hamilton" creator  
      ___-Manuel Miranda 
48. Medical pro who's a sick officer? 
52. Clinton or Handler 
54. Code-cracking org. 
55. Runner's assignment 
56. Excuse 
59. Political contest 
63. Halloween mo. 
64. Medical pro who formed  
     primate groups? 
66. Reggae relative 
67. "What ___ friendship?"  
     (question to Dear Abby, perhaps) 
68. Kind of system 
69. Night school subj. 
70. Shakespeare's "___ Like It" 
71. Items used on stage

1. "Crimes and Misdemeanors" actor 
2. Delivered 
3. Battery fluid 
4. Laurel or Grand 
5. Type 
6. "He has ___ complex." 
7. Blend 
8. Win over 
9. ___ Club (conservation group) 
10. Sun. speech 
11. Fairy tale involving  
     a glass slipper 
12. Plains tribe 
13. Most inferior 
18. Indulges 
22. Driving needs 
24. Like the latest, in the past 
26. Cable channel that first aired    
      "Beavis & Butthead" 
27. Batty 
28. Surf sound 
29. California college attended  
     by Barack Obama 

30. Poker prize 
31. Rewrites 
35. Nickel or dime 
36. Clark of the Daily Planet 
38. Country/rock singer Steve 
40. Hawaii's Mauna ___ 
41. Root vegetable 
44. Fleur-de-___ 
46. Some NFL blockers 
49. Masters 
50. "Blue jean baby, ___, seamstress  
     for the band"(Elton John lyric) 
51. Breadwinner 
52. Kind of call 
53. HBO series starring Jean Smart 
57. ___ facto 
58. Belle's counterpart 
60. Prefix with dynamic 
61. Paper holder 
62. Ballpark figs. 
64. "Breaking Bad" org. 
65. Increase, with "up"

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 
"MEDICAL ATTENTION" by Valerie Brickey (answer key on page 19)

DOWN

ACROSS

Animal Care Shelter continued from front page

The shelter’s management stands by 
this model and cites benefits for the ani-
mals and their staff. 

Animal activists and independent res-
cuers dispute that this model is restric-
tive as it does not allow the public to 
walk through the aisles and interact with 
animals in the kennels to bond and find 
the right fit. They find the appointment 
model cumbersome and assert that pick-
ing animals from a photo does a disserv-
ice to the animals that might not look 
appealing in photos, but deserve loving 
homes, nonetheless. 

Romina Yamashiro, an independent 
cat rescuer and animal activist, said, 
“This shelter was designed amazingly; it 
is so well done. And it was designed for 
people to walk through the shelter, to 
walk through the kennels, to encourage 
public exploration, and it is not being 
done.” She added that dogs that are 
older and perhaps do not look as appeal-
ing in the photos have a better chance of 
being picked if people are allowed to see 
the kennels. 

Michelle Schumacher, a taxpayer 
advocate, said, “They’re [OCAC] say-
ing that the animals get stressed [with] 
people coming in, but those people are 
the only ones who are going to get them 
out of there, so they do need to be seen.” 

What is TNR? 
The Trap-neuter-release (TNR) 

process is for controlling the exponen-
tially increasing cat population. 
Trapping cats, neutering them, and 
releasing them back into the outdoors or 
getting them adopted is understood as 
the most humane way of decreasing the 
cat population and bettering the existing 
cats’ overall health. Cats can give birth 

to three litters in a year and each litter 
can have up to six kittens in it. This 
overburdens shelters, rescues, and com-
munities that are overrun with feral cats 
and their litter full of kittens. 

Currently, OCAC does not have a 
TNR program. Animal activists demand 
a TNR clinic to be created at OCAC so 
that independent rescuers do not have to 
carry the burden of trapping and neuter-
ing cats at their own time and expense. 
Debbie Hammil, an independent cat 
trapper, and another trapper have spent 
$38,000 since 2020 trapping cats. They 
have trapped over 398 cats on their own 
time and budget. 

Who has the power to change 
OCAC’s management? 

The restrictive appointment system 
and a lack of a TNR program are not the 
only demands of activists. The current 
dog enrichment program, lack of 
staffing and volunteers, and mistreat-
ment of the current staff are also areas of 
concern. 

The Orange County Board of 
Supervisors has the authority to create 
major changes. Activists have made 
public comments and written emails and 
letters to supervisors expressing their 
concerns. 

In response, Supervisor Katrina Foley 
hosted a free adoption event and job fair 
on September 10, at the OCAC facility. 

Activists organized a peaceful protest 
on the same day to demand getting rid of 
the restrictive adoption by appointment 
model and replacing it with the previous 
model of letting the public walk the 
aisles to see animals in person in their 
kennels.

Nominations for the Fourth Annual Orange County Fourth District 
Kindness Awards are now being accepted to honor individuals who have dis-
played exceptional kindness or community service in the Fourth 
Supervisorial District cities. November 13, 2022 is observed internationally 
as World Kindness Day. 

 
Kindness is often defined as doing something to help another person  

without the expectation of receiving anything in return. 
 
If you know anyone that works, lives, serves, and/or volunteers in the 

cities of Brea, Buena Park, Fullerton, La Habra, Placentia, Stanton, portions 
of Anaheim, and unincorporated communities in the Fourth District who 
have displayed exceptional kindness or community service, please nominate 
them for a Kindness Award. There will be one award recipient from each 
City. Please note elected officials and organizations are not eligible to be 
nominated.  

Nominations will be accepted until October 1, 2022. 
To nominate an individual for the Kindness Awards, please submit an 

application at https://d4.ocgov.com/fourth-district-kindness-awards.

Nominate an Individual  
for the Fourth District Kindness Award

SCAM ALERT:  
Big inheritance  

from long lost relative. 
Here is what to do: 
• Don’t respond. Keep your money 
and your information to yourself. 
Never send money or information to a 
stranger who promises big rewards. 
That’s always a scam. 

• Tell a friend. You probably know 
someone who could use a friendly 
reminder that this is a scam letter. 
• Report it to the FTC. Report the 
scam to ReportFraud.ftc.gov 

 
PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST SCAMS 

BY LEARNING ABOUT CURRENT 
SCAMS.
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FSD: Ladera Vista Jr High School of the Arts 
Earns  Exemplary School Designation

In recognition of its commitment to 
excellence, Ladera Vista Junior High 
School of the Arts (LVJHSA) has been 
designated an Exemplary School  by the 
Arts Schools Network Board of 
Directors. This five-year designation 
(2022-2027), was only awarded to nine 
schools in acknowledgment of meeting 
the Art Schools Network’s Principles of 
Exemplary Practice in strategically eval-
uating its purpose, operations, and edu-
cational programs. 

LVJHSA is known for its arts-based 
programs and supporting academic 
achievement through an artistic vision. 
The arts program involved stakeholders 
in decision making and planning 
through an Arts Integration Team, 
Leadership Team, School Site Council, 
PTSA, and other school support groups. 
The faculty of 40 teachers at Ladera 
Vista Junior High School of the Arts 
consists of veteran teachers with 
decades of experience and younger 
teachers who have eagerly joined the 
staff with a shared vision of the impor-
tance of the arts. An established process 

for auditions and prerequisite require-
ments ensures appropriate student place-
ment. 

LVJHSA offers rigorous elective 
classes that meet the diverse needs of the 
students, while not placing excessive 
demands on teachers. Visiting artists 
enhance and expand student understand-
ing of possible careers in the arts, and 
the important part that the arts play in 
the world. LVJHSA will be recognized 
at the annual Arts Schools Network con-
ference in Nevada in October 2022. 

Arts Schools Network (ASN), the 
nation’s largest professional member-
ship organization of specialized arts 
schools, awards Exemplary School des-
ignation to members that follow A Guide 
to Assessing Your Arts School in strate-
gically evaluating their school’s pur-
pose, operations, and educational pro-
grams. The Guide is a collaborative 
effort by ASN and the Accrediting 
Commission for Community and Pre- 
collegiate Arts schools (ACCPAS). 

For more information, call 714/447-
7400 or visit www.fullertonsd.org.

Fullerton School District Trustee Janny Meyer Says  
“Lisa Wozab Has My Full Endorsement”  

The Trusted Voice for Parents and Students. 
Lisa Wozab has the experience and leadership 
to follow me as the next Fullerton School 
Board Trustee Area 4! As a graduate of 
Fullerton public schools, dedicated FSD par-
ent leader for over 8 years, Board of Directors 
of the Fullerton Education Foundation, local 
small business owner, City of Fullerton 
Commissioner, and active community leader 
Lisa is ready to focus on ALL the students of 
the Fullerton schools.   

Join Me and Vote for Lisa Wozab  
November 8, 2022  

Visit www.Wozab4FSD.com   
Email Wozab4FSD@gmail.com      

Phone (614) 992-2022  
Lisa Wozab  

For Fullerton School District 2022  
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FEATURED PET by Rosie, 5th grade

Romance Gone Wrong

Meet Tabitha

What’s Trending by Irene, 11th grade Kids Rule by Tegan, 5th grade

Mosquito Madness
Summer, outdoors, and mosquitoes 

seem to go together. I have learned that 
as a mosquito bites you, it penetrates 
through your skin with a mouth part 
called a proboscis to drink your blood, 
injecting its own saliva during the 
process. The pesky consequence of 
one’s body reacting to the saliva takes 
the shape of a puffy, itchy bump that 
often appears a few minutes after the 
injection. Swelling up like a huge cherry 
tomato after one itch, this mosquito bite 
will take up to a week to vanish. 

ANIMAL ID#: A1777687

Meow hello to Tabitha! She’s a sweet 
three-year-old cat that had trials and 
tribulations in her unfortunate cat’s life. 
Upon arrival at OC Animal Care, the 
veterinary staff noticed that Tabitha’s 
eyes were causing her a notable amount 
of pain. It was diagnosed that she was 
born with a condition that caused her 

eyelids to flip inside out, 
which ended up with her 
eyelashes continually 
scratching her corneas. 
Tabitha was blind in 
both eyes, and both were 
causing her unnecessary discomfort. To 
relieve Tabitha of pain, the veterinary 
staff worked to remove both her eyes. 
Tabitha has been sweet and uncomplain-
ing, patient, and resilient. The only thing 
she ever complains about is that she 
doesn’t get as many cuddles as she 
would like. She is always searching for 
hugs. Tabitha takes some time to warm 
up to you. You must win her friendship 
and when you do, you will get to hear 
that lovely purr. 

Call (714) 935-6848 to plan an adop-
tion appointment today or visit ocpet-
info.com. Walk-ins are welcome as 
staffing allows on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Q: Which tortoise species is the 
biggest in the world? 

A: The biggest tortoise in the world is 
the Galapagos Tortoise. They can weigh 
as much as 661 lbs and can grow to be 
four feet long. The biggest Galapagos 
Tortoise on record weighed as much as 
1764 lbs and was six feet long. They are 
critically endangered from predation, 
invasive species, and human-tortoise 
conflicts. There are fifteen Galapagos 
Tortoise subspecies; two of that fifteen 
are extinct. Galapagos Tortoises are 
very friendly. They can float in the 

water due to an extra layer of blubber 
and can move at a shocking 0.16 miles 
per hour. In captivity, they can live for 
over a hundred years. The oldest on 
record lived to be 175 years old. There 
are only about 60,000 Galapagos 
Tortoises left.

Endangered Animal 
Trivia

As in the 1996 film William 
Shakespeare’s Romeo + Juliet, actor 
Leonardo DiCaprio — who played the 
role of Romeo — never seems to fulfill 
a romantic relationship with a happy 
ending. In fact, the 47-year-old actor has 
long been the center of public scrutiny 
for his strange, if not predatorial, dating 
habits. With news of his alleged break-
up with 25-year-old Camilla Morrone, 
the TikTok and Twitter community have 
disclosed disturbing information about 
DiCaprio’s love interests — all of whom 
are “discarded” before the age of 26. In 
other words, DiCaprio has never pub-
licly dated any woman over the age of 
25. Now that is quite the controversy. 

In the state of California, the legal age 
of consent is 18. This makes it illegal for 

an adult to have sexual 
relations with a minor, 
be it consensual or not. 
Some states have an exception to this 
law, better known as the Romeo and 
Juliet law, which decriminalizes sex 
with a minor given a small age gap 
between two parties. California, howev-
er, does not acknowledge the Romeo 
and Juliet law. 

Despite regulations like our State’s 
Penal Code 261.5 that recognizes inter-
course between minors and adults as 
statutory rape, Hollywood has a long 
history of condoning underage, and pos-
sibly, illegal relationships. It’s time for 
our entertainment industry to condemn 
this toxic culture. 

 

For me, mosquito 
bites are the worst 
factor of summer. I 
have always won-
dered why some peo-
ple like me are bitten 
more than others 
(https://www.health-
line.com/health/mos-

quito-blood-type). People with type O 
blood, and their sweat, attract more mos-
quitoes. Dealing with an itchy bump can 
ruin my day in seconds. Fortunately, 
here are some tips and tricks I learned 
that always give me some relief: 

• Immediately wash  
  the bite area with  
  soap and water. 
• Apply a cold compress like  
  an ice pack on the bite. 
• Use an over-the-counter anti-itch  
  cream to minimize the itching. 
• Have patience and try not to scratch. 
(I always have trouble with this step). 

Every high school has a wide variety 
of extracurricular activities for students 
to participate in.  A significant portion of 
these activities are sports-related. Each 
high school has their own competitive 
teams for many different sports, includ-
ing popular ones such as American foot-
ball and soccer as well as under-the-
radar sports like water polo and cross-
country.  

No matter the sport, all these activities 
are great ways to stay active and healthy. 
They also give students the opportunity 
to become active in the community, 
meet new people with similar interests, 
and enjoy doing some of the hobbies 
they love within the confines of their 
own campus. Participating in a sport 
during high school can benefit students 
in the long run. 

It has been scientifically proven that 
playing sports in high school can actual-
ly benefit one’s academic career and 
future occupation as well as increase 
chances of going to college. Studies 
have shown that participation in sports 
can lead to increased GPAs (grade point 
averages), 40% higher test scores, and a 
15% greater chance of going to college. 
Student athletes also tend to have higher 
incomes later in life and are more pro-
ductive overall than people who did not 
play sports in their youth. People who 
play high school sports also have higher 
self-esteem than others and feel good 
about their accomplishments. 

Student athletes are also great contrib-

utors to the community and environ-
ment. They are more inclined to volun-
teer in various organizations around the 
community. I am a student athlete 
myself and I spend multiple hours every 
other week writing articles for the 
Fullerton Observer as a volunteer con-
tributor. Physically active communities 
also seem to maintain a better lifestyle 
than other communities. Studies show 
that these communities have clean envi-
ronments, low unemployment rates, and 
even above average property values 
compared to nearby areas. 

Finally, playing high school sports can 
have a positive effect on a person’s men-
tal health and social life. Student ath-
letes seem to have lower anxiety and 
depression levels and suicide rates than 
others. Their high levels of confidence 
and well-being allow them to feel more 
in control of their lives and they are 
more motivated to achieve their goals. 
They are able to create stronger relation-
ships and can bond with both peers and 
family members than students who do 
not play sports. Student athletes tend to 
stay away from drugs, smoking, and 
alcohol consumption. 

High school sports (and all youth 
sports for that matter) have more bene-
fits than most people think. It is worth 
giving these sports programs a try. You 
will be glad you did. 

Sources: atyourownrisk.org, aspen-
projectplay.org, researchgate.net

School Scene by Mateo, 9th grade

The Perks of High School Sports

Sunday Service & Sunday school at 10 am 
Wednesday Testimony Meeting at 7:30 pm 

Our Reading Room is open Mon – Wed, Fri & Sat from 10 am to 1 pm 
First Church of Christ, Scientist  

1300 N Raymond Avenue, Fullerton 92831

“I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall make 
you afraid: … And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall 
be my people.” –The Holy Bible, Leviticus

Sunday school & Child Care available during all services

Office (714) 525-4062 Reading Room (714) 525-2649
christiansciencefullerton.com   csfullerton@sbcglobal.net

FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT AREA 4 
child advocate, educator, parent, and endorsed by  

THE FULLERTON ELEMENTARY TEACHERS ASSOCIATION  
www.ruthihanchett.com
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TWO HITS: Don’t Miss it! 
A HIT & A MISS: You Might Like it. 

TWO MISSES: Don’t Bother.

HITS & 
MISSES  
by Joyce Mason © 2022

PERSUASION:  
a Hit and a Miss

The evening of the Second Annual 
Gala Fundraiser for Electric Company 
Theatre included the exciting season 
announcement for the 2022-2023 shows 
at the Muckenthaler Cultural Center and 
a performance of The Drowsy 
Chaperone. The funds raised help pro-
cure sound equipment, costumes, light-
ing, set design, and so much more. 

The wife and husband team behind 
Electric Company Theatre, Callie and 
Brian Johnson partnered up with the 
Muckenthaler to bring storytelling and 
music to an intimate venue. 

"We are so thrilled to be making the-
atre at The Muck for our second year,” 
Callie Johnson said. “This season we are 
creating works that we are passionate 
about in unexpected and non-traditional 
spaces. We hope more of the Fullerton 
community will get to know us this year 
by seeing a show (or three!)."  

The Electric Company Theatre is now 
the resident theatre company of the his-
toric Muckenthaler Cultural Center. The 
Electric Company produces full-length 
plays, immersive experiences, concerts, 
and intimate storytelling in a cozy set-

ting on the grounds and in the beautiful 
1920s mansion.  

The Drowsy Chaperone 
With the houselights down, a man in a 

chair appears on stage and puts on his 
favorite record, a fictitious 1928 musi-
cal. The recording comes to life in his 
living room and The Drowsy Chaperone 
begins as the man in the chair looks on 
and provides witty commentary. Mix in 
two lovers on the eve of their wedding, 
a bumbling best man, a desperate theatre 
producer, a not-so-bright hostess, two 
gangsters posing as pastry chefs, a mis-
guided Don Juan and an intoxicated 
chaperone, and you have the ingredients 
for an evening of madcap delight. 

A musical within a comedy! Winner of 
five Tony Awards, The Drowsy 
Chaperone features one show-stopping 
song and dance number after another. 

Show dates for The Drowsy 
Chaperone are September 20, 21, 22, 
26, 27, & 28. $25 per person. 

www.electriccompanytheatre.org 
The Muckenthaler Cultural Center is 

located at 1201 W Malvern Ave. 

Brian and Callie Johnson with Eduardo Carmona Islas (Representing 
Assemblymember Sharon Quirk-Silva  PHOTO BY DAVID SMITHSON

Light Up The Night BY SARA KIL  
With the popularity of the television 

series Bridgerton, it is not surprising 
that Regency England is still seen as 
source material for contemporary films. 
And who better to provide that material 
than Jane Austen? Her 1817 novel 
Persuasion is considered by many crit-
ics her best, yet Pride and Prejudice 
remains her most popular, both in print 
and in film.  Persuasion’s previous film 
adaptations appeared in 1995, starring 
Amanda Root, and in 2007 with Sally 
Hawkins as Anne Elliot.  

Now we have a 2022 Persuasion 
adapted by first-time film director 
Carrie Cracknell from a script by Ron 
Bass and Alice Winslow.  With her pre-
vious directorial experience on the 
London stage, Cracknell brings some 
changes to her adaptation of Austen’s 
novel. With Dakota Johnson in the lead 
role of Anne Elliot, Cracknell abandons 
the use of a third-person narrator and 
instead has Anne tell her own story. 
Audiences are comfortable with this 
change, but many viewers are balking at 
the incursion of contemporary language 
in Anne’s narrative voice. Some notable 
examples are women described as “a 
five in London but a ten in Bath,” and a 
former love interest is referred to an 
“ex.” 

We view a prequel of a nineteen-year-
old Anne in love with Frederick 
Wentworth (Cosmo Jarvis), a handsome 
sailor who has proposed marriage to her. 
But Anne’s father has persuaded her to 
turn him down because he is without 
rank or fortune. The action of the film 
begins eight years later with several new 
developments. Anne’s father, Sir Walter 
Elliot (Richard E. Grant), has squan-
dered much of the family’s wealth on a 
lavish lifestyle that is now forcing him 
to sell their London estate and move to 
Bath, where life is more affordable. 
Anne, now 27-years old and still unmar-
ried, finds that she regrets her previous 
decision.  

THEATER PERFORMANCES
THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  

through SEPTEMBER 24 
• Plan 9 from Outer Space: Maverick 
Theater: “With its incoherent plot, jaw-
droppingly odd dialogue, inept acting, 
threadbare production design, and spe-
cial effects so shoddy that they border 
on the surreal, Plan 9 From Outer Space 
has often been called the worst movie 
ever made. On stage, it’s an oddly 
endearing disaster. 110 E Walnut Ave, 
unit B, Fullerton (714) 526-7070  
mavericktheater.com 

 
THURS, FRI, SAT 

OCT 6 through OCT 8 
• Marian, or the True Tale of Robin 
Hood: Bronwyn Dodson Theatre: A 
gender-bending, patriarchy-smashing, 
hilarious new take on the classic tale. 
Robin Hood is Maid Marian in disguise, 
and leads a motley group of Merry Men 
against the greedy Prince John. 321 E 
Chapman Ave Fullerton, (714) 992-
7150,  www.thegemoc.com 
 

FRI, SAT, SUN  
SEPT 29 through OCT 16  

• QUEER: The Wayward Artist 
Theater: A dance collaborative that 
explores the past, present, and future of 
the queer and LGBTQIA+ journey. This 
magical evening of dance is a once-in-a-
lifetime event. 125 N Broadway, Santa 
Ana 657-205-6273 info@thewaywar-
dartist.org 

WED, THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  
SEPT 29 through OCT 16  

• Hamilton: Segerstrom Center for 
the Arts Hamilton is the story of 
America then, told by America now. 
Featuring a score that blends hip-hop, 
jazz, R&B and Broadway, Hamilton has 
taken the story of American founding 
father Alexander Hamilton and created a 
revolutionary moment in theatre — a 
musical that has had a profound impact 
on culture, politics, and education.   
600 Town Center Dr, Costa Mesa  
714-556-2787  www.scfta.org 
 

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  
SEPT 17 through OCT 9 

• Young Frankenstein: La Mirada 
Theatre for the Performing Arts: 
Frederick Frankenstein, grandson of the 
infamous inventor Doctor Frankenstein, 
reluctantly inherits the family estate in 
Transylvania.  Frederick follows in the 
mad-scientist tradition of his ancestor, 
creating a monster for this century. 
14900 La Mirada Blvd, La Mirada   
562-944-9801 lamiradatheatre.com 
 

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN  
SEPT 20 through SEPT 28 

• The Drowsy Chaperone: Electric 
Company Theatre: See article this 
page (above) Muckenthaler, 1201 W 
Malvern Ave, Fullerton 714-738-6595  
info@themuck.org    
www.electriccompanytheatre.org/

The middle of three sisters, Anne is 
now visiting her oldest sister, Mary (Mia 
McKenna-Bruce), married and with sev-
eral children, who seem to overwhelm 
her even though she has nursemaids to 
help with their care.  Mary also needs 
Anne’s assistance. Like all Jane Austen 
heroines, Anne is smart, resourceful, and 
clever. She helps with the children and is 
amused by her sister’s complaints. Even 
the audience finds humor in Mary’s con-
stantly exaggerated woes. In her quiet 
moments, Anne recalls the only man she 
has loved and is sorry she turned down 
Wentworth’s marriage proposal. 

To her surprise, she learns that he is 
returning to England after distinguishing 
himself in the Napoleonic Wars, and he 
has been promoted to Captain Frederick 
Wentworth. Because social circles are 
small, it is inevitable that the two of 
them meet again. Still smarting from the 
rejection he received from Anne, he 
finds amusement in flirting with her 
younger cousin, Louisa (Nia Towle), yet 
his attention returns to Anne. Both are 
proud and Anne is being courted by 
another gentleman, so there is some sus-
pense in following the progress of their 
relationship. 

The strengths of this adaptation of a 
favorite Austen novel lie in its acting 
and production values. As in all Austen 
novels, we need a strong actor to play 
the lead character, who has to overcome 
some external as well as internal prob-
lems before her world can be righted. 
Dakota Johnson succeeds in portraying 
an intelligent and lovely heroine, who is 
now able to make her own decisions but 
is still thoughtful of the feelings of oth-
ers. All of the actors in this film, both the 
serious and the comic, do an excellent 
job in their portrayals. Also, the homes 
with their Regency furniture are lovely 
to look at as are the beaches and cliffs of 
Lyme. 

Yet, the strained efforts to make this 
movie more contemporary fail with such 
jarring lines as “The thing about me is, I 
am an empath” and “In Bath, the women 
are fives.” Also, director Cracknell has 
Anne break the fourth wall by occasion-
ally speaking directly to the audience 
with comments such as, “Worse than 
strangers, we are now exes.” On some 
occasions, Anne even winks at the audi-
ence. Other Austen film adaptations 
have been more effective in appealing to 
modern audiences, such as the movie 
Clueless, an adaptation of Austen’s 
Emma actually set in contemporary 
times.   

Persuasion can be viewed on Netflix.



THROUGH SEPTEMBER 18 
• M-F: 10am-5pm & Sat-Sun: 12pm-
4pm: Under Pressure: Selected Works 
by Bret Price A showcase of new sculp-
tures by critically acclaimed OC artist 
Bret Price. Price has been collected into 
public and private collections through-
out the United States, Europe and Asia, 
notably the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum and the Pepsico Collection in 
New York.   

At The Muckenthaler  
 1201 W Malvern Ave, Fullerton 

714-738-6595  info@themuck.org $5 
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• Fall 2022 semester Begins for OLLI 
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at 
Cal State Fullerton (OLLI-CSUF)  
offers a very broad program of courses, 
activities, and travel designed for people 
who are retired or planning retirement 
and want to continue their active life. 
olli.fullerton.edu.  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
• 7:30 pm: Caro Pierroto: 
Accompanied by her All-Star Brazilian 
Band, the Brazilian born songstress is 
enchanting as she sings original tunes 
along with some tasteful renditions of 
American and Latin classics, all with a 
refreshing touch of Brazilian music.  
Muckenthaler, 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton (714) 738-6595   
info@themuck.org  $30 general.  

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 
• 10 am:Pop-Up Family Class: 
Scarecrows with Sarah Clifton: Bring 
your family and make a life-sized scare-
crow! Registration closes 72 hours 
before workshop.  
Muckenthaler, 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton 714-738-6595   
info@themuck.org  $35 per person.  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
• 6:30 pm: Summertime Evening 
Stroll: Enjoy the beauty and serenity of 
the garden during the evening. Friends 
of the Arboretum host with complimen-
tary refreshments (non-alcoholic) and 
live music by students from CSUF 
School of Music. $10. Fullerton 
Arboretum, 1900 Associated Rd, 
Fullerton www.fullertonarboretum.org.  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
• 5-9pm: Sneak Peek Fox Fundraiser: 
The fine folks behind the new Mickey's 
Irish Pub in downtown Fullerton are 
having their "Sneak Peek" event on 
Thursday, Sept 22 from 5-9pm and the 
Fox Fullerton Project is the beneficiary. 
100% of the proceeds for the event will 
go towards the Fox Phase 2 project 
which is on-going currently. RSVP at: 
mickeys@mickeyspuboc.com.  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23  
• 8 pm: The Elaborate Entrance of 
Chad Deity Experience pro wrestling 

 in a whole new light. Recommended for 
mature audiences. Chance Theater,  
5522 E La Palma Ave, Anaheim  $20-39 
www.ChanceTheater.com (888) 455-
4212.  

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
• 5:30 pm: Fullerton Uncorked 
“Starry Night 2022” Wine, beer, over 
30 food vendors, and live entertainment  
hosted by the Fullerton South Rotary 
Club. Cal State Fullerton Intermural 
Fields Gymnasium Campus Dr,  
FullertonUncorked.org. 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
• 7:30 pm: Dirty Cello Dirty Cello 
brings the world a high energy and 
unique spin on blues and bluegrass. 
Muckenthaler 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton (714) 738-6595  info@the-
muck.org $30 general, $20 student, $15 
member.  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
• 8 pm: Nirvana -Live- Tribute Show 
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton.  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 06 
• 10 am: Intercultural An award-win-
ning critically acclaimed art exhibition 
created by Interdisciplinary Artist 
Sheinina Lolita Raj with Sound Art col-
laboration by two time Grammy winner 
Nelly Furtado. Through December 8. 
Muckenthaler 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton (714) 738-6595  info@the-
muck.org $30 general, $20 student, $15 
member. 
• 7:30 pm: Haemil: Pansori is a Korean 
genre of musical storytelling performed 
by a vocalist and a drummer. Korean 
Traditional Music “Haemil” Team 
returns to The Muck to bridge the gap 
between different cultures, educating 
through traditional and modern instru-
ments. Muckenthaler 1201 W Malvern 
Ave, Fullerton (714) 738-6595  
info@themuck.org $30 general, $20 stu-
dent, $15 member.  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 06 
• 8 pm: No cover Dance Party 
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton.  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 07 
• 8 pm: Prince -Live- Tribute Show 
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton.  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 08 
• 8 pm: Madonna -Live- Tribute Show 
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton.  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13 
• 7:30 pm: Randy Otto as Winston 
Churchill This one man presentation 
with media has been seen hundreds of 
times and challenges the audience to 
learn about history and to not repeat 
mistakes of the past. Muckenthaler 1201 
W Malvern Ave, Fullerton (714)738-
6595  info@themuck.org $30 general, 
$20 student, $15 member.  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14 
• 8 pm: The Killers -Live- Tribute 
Show Totally 80's Bar  2512 W 
Orangethorpe Ave, Fullerton.  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15 
• 8 pm: Mana -Live- Tribute Show 
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton. 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20 
• 7:30 pm: Peter Brandon One of 
Fullerton’s favorite sons returns to The 
Muck. Peter is a perfect combination of 
country music talent, command of his 
stage, and engaging with his audience. 
Muckenthaler 1201 W Malvern Ave, 
Fullerton (714) 738-6595  info@the-
muck.org $30 general, $20 student, $15 
member.  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21 
• 8 pm: The Flashbax-Radical -Live- 
Tribute Show: Totally 80's Bar  2512 W 
Orangethorpe Ave, Fullerton.  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22 
• 3:30 pm: Fire and Grace with 
Flamenco Dancer Fanny Ara: 
Fullerton Friends of Music Fullerton 
First United Methodist Church 
114 N Pomona Ave, Fullerton FREE.  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27 
• 7 pm: 3/4 Time Dueling Pianos: You 
won’t want to miss this musical evening 
infused with a spectrum of favorite 
songs accompanied by beloved pianists  
Jake and Laura while we collectively 
sing our hearts out. You can expect an 
evening full of live entertainment, fabu-
lous fare, and drinks that will make you 
get up and dance!  Join us as we raise 
our voices this Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month at our fifth annual 3/4 
Time Dueling Pianos Event and call for 
an end to domestic violence in our com-
munity. $35 each. Register 
online:https://wtlc.org/duelingpianos22/  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28 
• 8 pm: HALLOWEEN Costume 
PARTY + costume contest  
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton.  

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29 
 • 8 pm: HALLOWEEN Costume 
PARTY + costume contest  
Totally 80's Bar  2512 W Orangethorpe 
Ave, Fullerton.  

Fullerton  
Museum Center 

Through December 30:  
Picturing America’s Pastime: 
The Hall of Fame’s collection of 
approximately 350,000 unique 
images is the world’s premiere 
repository of baseball photographs, 
spanning well over 150 years of the 
sport’s history accompanied by the 
words of those who were there. $20 
general/$10 for members.  

Fullerton Museum Center,  
301 N Pomona Ave.  

(714) 738-6545 
fullertonmuseum.com 

Art  
Shows
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Awareness 
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Renters’ Rights continued from front page

applies to every California residential 
tenancy. A dwelling also may be consid-
ered uninhabitable (unlivable) if it sub-
stantially lacks any of the following:   

Waterproofing and weather protection 
of roof and exterior walls (including 
unbroken windows and doors); plumb-
ing, gas, heating facilities, trash recepta-
cles, floor, stairways, railings, and an 
electric system must all be in good 
working order. It must also have clean 
and sanitary buildings, grounds, and 
equipment, free from debris. 
Rental units must have the following: 

A working toilet (toilet and shower 
must be in a ventilated room that allows 
privacy), natural lighting in every room 
(windows must be able to be opened 
halfway for ventilation unless a fan for 
ventilation is provided), safe fire or 
emergency exits leading to a street or 
hallway, operable dead bolt locks on 
main entry doors of unit along with 
operable locking windows, and a lock-
ing mailbox for each unit (mailbox must 
meet USPS standards for apartment 

housing), and working smoke detectors 
must be in all bedrooms and other desig-
nated areas, except for manufactured 
housing such as a mobile home. 
Apartments must have a smoke detector 
in common stairwells. Also, any unit 
that has appliances that use fossil fuels 
must have a carbon monoxide detector. 

The implied warranty of habitability is 
not violated due to the unit not being in  
aesthetically pleasing condition. Nor is 
the implied warranty violated if there are 
minor housing code violations, which, 
standing alone, do not affect habitability. 

The right to withhold rent  
or “repair and deduct” when  

a landlord doesn’t make repairs 
By law, a tenant is allowed to withhold 

(stop paying) some or all the rent if the 
landlord does not fix serious defects that 
violate the implied warranty of habit-
ability. The defects must be substantial; 
they must be serious ones that threaten 
the tenant’s health or safety. 

A legal example is Green v. Superior 
Court, which found the following 

What was life like when I grew up as 
a teenager? How does it differ from 
today? A main difference was that 
schools remained open. There was no 
COVID scare. The Korean war was 
going on, but that didn’t affect situations 
back home. We had dances that other 
schools attended. I was involved in 
band, different societies, and clubs, and 
was kept busy with a part-time job. 
Teenage years should be a social time of 
one’s life, full of activities. 

Today it has been quite differ-
ent for teens. For two-and-a-
half years, there have been 
restrictions and isolation. 
COVID has played a destructive 
role. In speaking with two teens 
who graduated from high 
school, both talked of missing 
being with their friends physi-
cally. There were no junior and 
senior proms, football games 
were cancelled, sleepovers were 
nonexistent, and getting togeth-
er on weekends did not happen. 
Graduation was strange because 
students waited with their par-
ents in an isolated hall where 
their name would be called to 
receive their diploma in the 
company of two other people 
(parents), all wearing masks. 
These kids were isolated from other stu-
dents who were also graduating—cer-
tainly not the way it is supposed to be. 
Most of us are social beings and to be 
deprived of this has had a detrimental 
effect, mainly resulting in debilitating 
depression and anxiety. 

Some of the behaviors resulting from 

this isolation include lack of hygiene 
care such as not showering or brushing 
teeth and wearing the same clothes for 
several days. Behaviors can also include 
overeating, especially with junk food, or 
stopping eating altogether. These teens 
seem to have no desire or lack the ener-
gy to take care of themselves. Being 
around them, one can feel this lack of 
enthusiasm and interest in doing any-
thing. These are signs of depression and 
could last for years. 

In addition, there is an appre-
hensive uneasiness and dread 
that something awful is going to 
happen. The teen could show 
signs of perspiring, an increase 
in blood pressure, and lack in 
confidence in their ability to 
cope.  These are signs of anxiety 
and are due to the isolation, as is 
depression. 

Teens’ brains are still develop-
ing and there is limited ability to 
manage their emotions and chal-
lenges of life. This makes teens, 
and even people aged of 25 or 
older, vulnerable to the psycho-
logical impact of social isola-
tion. Teens are also missing out 
on the normal development of 
identity, a sense of who they are 
and their role in society. 

There are those teens who cut them-
selves using razor blades, almost so 
deep as to destroy the functionality of 
their hands. Others burn themselves 
with cigarettes or use other means to 
harm their bodies. Some do this behav-
ior to feel the pain or because they 
“hate” themselves. The loneliness they 

The Impact of COVID on Teens

Storytelling Helps Children  
Process Emotions in Times of Crisis 

Cal State Fullerton child develop-
ment expert Dr. Shu-Chen (Jenny) 
Yen stresses the importance of story-
telling to communicate with children. 
From 9/11 and the Russia-Ukraine 
war to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
racism, Dr. Yen is tapping the power 
of storytelling to explain times of cri-
sis to children. 

Dr. Yen is a professor of child and 
adolescent studies at Cal State 
Fullerton. Yen is the author of 
Something Strange Happened in My 
City, which explains the COVID-19 
pandemic to children. Her latest 

book, After a War, explains the 
Russia-Ukraine conflict to children 
ages 4 to 8 while sending a message 
of hope to refugee children and fos-
tering empathy among families 
worldwide. 

“During a time of crisis, children 
need emotional support from their 
parents and educators to help them 
feel safe and secure,” said Dr. Yen, 
“Oral language is too abstract for 
young children to process, especially 
for difficult concepts. Pictures, photos 
and illustrations help children process 
information more effectively.”

defects serious enough to justify with-
holding rent: collapse and non-repair of 
the bathroom ceiling, continued pres-
ence of rats, mice, and cockroaches, lack 
of any heat in four of the apartment’s 
rooms, plumbing blockages, exposed 
and faulty wiring, and an illegally 
installed and dangerous stove. 

There are some requirements that need 
to be met before withholding rent such 
as the defects must impact the tenant’s 
health, the defects must not be made by 
the tenant, the tenant must tell the land-
lord about the defects, and the tenant 
must give the landlord reasonable time 
to repair the defects before withholding 
rent. 
The right to privacy; written notice  

if your landlord is to enter your 
property for non-emergency matters 
California law states that landlords 

cannot enter the unit for a general 
inspection but only for specific reasons 
such as an emergency, when the tenant 
has abandoned the rental unit, or to 
make repairs or agreed-upon services.  

To inspect or maintain elevated bal-
conies/decks, an area where the resident 
is cultivating plants, smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors, read the submeter-
ing of water service, to show the rental 
unit to prospective tenants, purchasers, 
to provide entry to contractors or work-
ers who are to perform work on the unit, 
and/or if a court order permits the land-
lord to enter. 

The landlord must give the tenant rea-
sonable advance notice in writing before 
entering the unit and can enter only dur-
ing normal business hours (generally, 
8am to 5pm seven days per week). The 
notice must state the date, approximate 

time, and purpose of the entry. 
Protection from landlord retaliation 
A landlord, managing agent, real 

estate broker, or salesperson violates 
California’s Fair Employment and 
Housing Act and the federal Fair 
Housing Act by harassing, evicting, or 
otherwise discriminating against a per-
son in the sale or rental of housing when 
the “dominant purpose” is to retaliate 
against a person who has done any of the 
following:  

Opposed practices that are discrimina-
tory and unlawful under either Act, told 
the police about a landlord’s discrimina-
tory or unlawful behavior, and/or aided 
or encouraged a person to exercise rights 
protected by California laws prohibiting 
housing discrimination. 

The right to protest 
The most under-utilized renter right is 

the right to protest. If a renter believes 
that a rent increase is too high and that 
the property isn’t worth the higher ask-
ing price, then they can get together with 
fellow tenants and try to compromise 
with the landlord.  

The renter/s may also talk to their City 
Council Members. They have the power 
to create and repeal ordinances such as 
the inclusionary housing ordinance that 
was spoken about recently in a City of 
Fullerton council meeting. Tenants can 
create rent control/stabilization ordi-
nances in their city by contacting their 
district representatives. 

For the full guide go to 
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/ 

California-Tenants-Guide.pdf.  
If you believe a landlord is violating 

your tenant rights, go to 
https://oag.ca.gov/housing for legal aid. 

experience does not allow them to be 
able to confide in another person. 

To understand these destructive 
behaviors more fully, I refer to the 
Netflix series, Marcella. The main male 
character pays a group of men to vio-
lently beat him up. The pain from the 
beating was his only way to experience 
the pain of losing someone he loved. He 
could not feel the pain of his loss until 
he experienced the severe pain of being 
beaten. According to James F. 
Masterson, M.D., this is one indication 
of a possible borderline personality dis-
order diagnosis, which involves prob-
lems of attachment. I view this as a feel-
ing of being isolated and completely 
detached from people. 

Parents can help their teens by becom-
ing familiar with these signs of mental 
distress. By doing so, they validate the 
teen’s experience and acknowledge 
what has been taken away from them 
during this period of isolation. Mental 
health therapy should be sought, espe-
cially when the teen is doing such things 
as cutting or any other self-destructive 
behavior. 

Get help by calling 988. 
What is 988? The 988 Suicide & 

Crisis Lifeline (formerly known as the 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline) 
offers 24/7 call, text and chat access to 
trained crisis counselors who can help 
people experiencing suicidal, substance 
use, and/or mental health crisis, or any 
other kind of emotional distress. People 
can also dial 988 if they are worried 
about a loved one who may need crisis 
support. 

When calling 988, callers first hear a 
greeting message while their call is rout-
ed to the local Lifeline network crisis 
center (based on the caller’s area code). 
A trained crisis counselor answers the 
phone, listens to the caller, understands 
how their problem is affecting them, 
provides support, and shares resources if 
needed. If the local crisis center is 
unable to take the call, the caller is auto-
matically routed to a national backup 
crisis center. The Lifeline provides live 
crisis center phone services in English 
and Spanish and uses Language Line 
Solutions to provide translation services 
in over 250 additional languages.

 
 
 

The  
loneliness 

they  
experience 
does not 

allow them 
to be able to 
confide in 
another  
person.



HOW  TO  VOICE  YOUR OPINION  
The Community Opinion pages provide a free forum for the community.  

The Observer welcomes letters on any subject of interest. Opinions are those 
of the writer.  We must verify your identity, but we allow initials  and town to 
be printed if desired, or anonymous if a reasonable case can be made as to why 
that is necessary. Opinions sent to us without name, address and phone number 
will not be printed. Due to space issues shorter letters have a better chance of 
getting in. Thanks!  

contact@fullertonobserver.com or mail to:  
Fullerton Observer PO Box 7051 Fullerton CA 92834
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 Out of My Mind 
   

by Jon Dobrer © 2022  • JonDobrer@mac.com

Letters to the Editor   

Letter to Jon Dobrer 
RE: Understanding Trump & the MAGA Mob 

(Early September issue) 
I am astounded that The Observer 

would allow Mr. Dobrer to print such a 
scurrilous attack against so many resi-
dents of our fair city! 

Mr. Dobrer is obviously a Trump-
hater, but that does not give him the 
right to demean those who voted for Mr. 
Trump. (Please note that I did not say I 
liked Mr. Trump; I think he is morally 
just as corrupt as Mr. Biden.) 

On his first day in office, Mr. Biden 
canceled the Keystone pipeline project 
that was to supply the US with over 
800,000 barrels of oil a day from 
Canada, our friendly trading partner.  He 
(or his controllers) has waged war on 
our fossil fuel industry in the name of 
climate change, spending trillions of our 
tax dollars on ‘Green Energy’ programs 
that may not work but cause huge unem-

ployment and even higher fuel costs. 
Biden’s disastrous withdrawal from 

Afghanistan will forever be a bloody 
stain on the history of America. 
Historically high inflation will be anoth-
er of his legacies. 

Under Mr. Biden crime is now out of 
control in many places; the Left has 
“blown up” the southern border, allow-
ing untold millions of illegal aliens and 
massive amounts of drugs to enter our 
country; our foreign policy is in sham-
bles; and our racial relations are in terri-
ble shape! 

I don’t know if I fully qualify as a 
member of the “MAGA Mob” but as a 
Christian conservative who supported 
most of Mr. Trump’s policies, I would 
like to see an apology or retraction from 
Mr. Dobrer! JC Fullerton 

Response to JC by Jon Dobrer 
I’m happy to respond to JC. I offer his 

opening quotation, which is critical of 
my article. I am not including the rest 
which, though fair criticism of Biden, is 
not about what I wrote. 

JC wrote, “I am astounded that The 
Observer would allow Mr. Dobrer to 
print such a scurrilous attack against so 
many residents of our fair city! Mr. 
Dobrer is obviously a Trump-hater, but 
that does not give him the right to 
demean those who voted for Mr. Trump. 
(Please note that I did not say I liked Mr. 
Trump; I think he is morally just as cor-
rupt as Mr. Biden.)” 

The letter glosses over my comparison 
of Trump to Hulk Hogan and the 
MAGA Mob to a wrestling audience and 
deftly pivots to “What-aboutism” and 
Biden’s perceived failings. (Biden’s fail-
ures or achievements are fair game…for 
another article). The article referenced 
by JC is about Trump and his audience. 
I did not, nor did I intend to attack 
Christians, conservatives, or even the 
majority of Trump voters. 

I did characterize Trump as an enter-
tainer and a fraudster, as in professional 
wrestling. However, I portrayed the vast 
majority of his followers, not as stupid 
or sheep but as an audience that was 
smart enough to be in on the joke. 

Let me be clear and quote the actual 
article. 

“My (MAGA) friends are smart and 
care about our country.” 

This is not much of an attack in my 
view. 

“I do understand the Christian princi-
ple of forgiveness and redemption, but I 
always understood them to be condi-
tioned on repentance and contrition. As 
far as I can see, Trump exhibits neither.” 

Yes, I’m critical of Trump and curious, 
not critical, of his Christian admirers. 

“I wonder if this apparent mob really 
believes the bellicose lies and over-the-
top violent rhetoric? ...Do they willingly 
place themselves under his thrall, or are 
they dupes who have thrown away both 
their reason and their principles? I have 
come to believe that the answer to all 
these questions is No.” (Bold emphasis 
added) 

This seems to me to be letting them off 
the hook and not condemning or 
demeaning them. 

“I believe that they are an audience at 
a performance, and they do what a good 
audience does and willingly suspend 
disbelief.” 

How is this an insult? 
“Seeing him as a politician is the 

wrong framework…To get the nature of 
his act, his bravado, his exaggerated 
machismo and his penchant for violent 
rhetoric and trash talk, don’t look to 
Winston Churchill (to state the obvious) 
or Richard Nixon. Look to Hulk 
Hogan.” 

I’m saying that most fans know it’s an 
act and it is entertaining. 

In Trump’s first election (the one he 
actually won), I watched constantly. 
When he was on script, I found him 
unwatchable and dull. When he riffed 
and got into a feedback loop with his 
audience, he was compelling entertain-
ment. 

We can discuss Biden and agree or 
not. However, JC seems to share my low 
opinion of Trump’s morals and charac-
ter. To his charge that I’m a “Trump 
hater,” well, quite possibly. Truthfully, 
however, I feel more fear for our nation 
than hatred for him.

2021 OC HATE CRIMES REPORT RELEASE WEBINAR 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2022 • 10:00 am - 11:30 am 

This will be a virtual event. Register at: https://conta.cc/3yMHyl2 
 

Event Topics: 
• bias motivated hate trends in OC for 2021  
• Existing reporting processes & protocols  
• Different ways that bias-motivated hate can be prevented 

 
For more information, please contact  

Ginrich Moua at ginrich@ochumanrelations.org

Not a Hoarder but a Loving Heart  
 

A recent article in The Observer, “Sad 
Story of Cat Hoarding,” broke my heart 
but also touched it by people who care 
and help. 

I would like to offer a different per-
spective from the article’s.  The elderly 
man was not a hoarder but someone with 
a loving heart who tried to help cats in 
need. Many do not see a need or see, 
ignore, and turn away. This man did not. 
Over time, without enough knowledge 
and resources, he needed help. That does 
not make him a hoarder. This label dis-
torts the situation and the understanding 
of it. He loves those cats and they love 
him. They were a family. What occurred 
broke his heart and devastated him and 
his cats. The blame lies with the irre-
sponsible pet owners who let their cats 
roam unaltered, put them outside with 
little or no care, or move away leaving 
them behind. 

I thank the author for caring and for all 
that he and others did to help. I wish that 
it could have been done in a less devas-
tating way, with the cooperation and 
agreement of the elderly man, and with-
out the risk of euthanasia. Most likely he 
was very fearful for what would happen 
to his cats, his family. He would not 
agree to stop feeding outside, which is 
understandable as some cats are likely 
dependent on his feeding. He needs help 
doing this so as to not attract coyotes 
(not leave food out) and to make sure the 
cats are neutered. I know that people 
struggled to know how to help. In the 
end, I hope that the man was able to 
keep several of his cats, to know the 

hopefully good outcome of the others 
(all saved and cared for?) and that he has 
friends that stay in touch and help him, 
personally and with being a good pet 
companion. Companion animals pro-
vide unconditional love and are family. 
Sometimes that is all people have and 
are a purpose for living. I hope that 
sweet man has this.  

I also want to say that no animal, 
unless with a terminal illness and suffer-
ing, should ever be euthanized. Orange 
County Animal Care is doing what it can 
but animals in its care are always under 
the risk of euthanasia. Our standard 
should be no-kill solutions without 
exception and together we can do this. 
Let us resolve to know our neighbors, 
(people and animals) so we can be aware 
when help is needed, including making 
sure all cats in our neighborhoods are 
neutered and cared for.   

Diane Vena Fullerton 
Resources:  
•OC Council on Aging: coasc.org  
•Alley Cat Allies: www.alleycat.org 
•Kitten Lady: kittenlady.org  
(also on Facebook)  
•Learn about TNR  
(Trap-Neuter-Return)  
•Animal Assistance League of OC: 
aaloc.org  
•catsinneedfullerton.com  

•Advocate for OC Animal Care to 
reinstate its TNR program which will 
save many lives and prevent litters of  

kittens. Director: 
Andi.Bernard@occr.ocgov.com  Asst. 

Director: 
Monica.Schmidt@occr.ocgov.com

Here we go again!! 
 

Another ugly campaign season begins 
in our little city with picket signs stating 
lies. But who has the deep pockets to sue 
the creator of these dirty tactics? Since 
when are the residents of district 5 so 
important to the creator of these signs? 
Well, you are not important to him but 
what is important is that he/or his family 
may allegedly finance a challenger, 
Oscar Valadez, to battle Councilman 
Zahra, in the hopes of placing another 
vote on our city council who will fall in 

line with Jung, Whitaker and on occa-
sion Dunlap with another yes vote on his 
personal projects in our city.  

What baffles me is why has he never 
been a candidate. I think he knows he 
has too much baggage to run for any 
public office but on occasion manages to 
get appointed by councilman noted 
above. Does that sound like a guy who 
cares about our city or his own personal 
gains? Does anyone remember what 
integrity means anymore?

Kitty Jaramillo Fullerton

Women’s History Month: Local 
Notable Women 

Lupe has helped us in Rancho La Paz 
to get rent control while the new owner, 
John Saunders raised the space rents 
53% in the last 3 years. Gov Newsom 
signed the new rent control into law 
last summer so he can only raise the 
rent 5% per year going forward. Thank 
God for Lupe!   

– Debra 
 
RE: Orange County Power Authority 
Faces Leadership Crisis, Calls for 
Audit 
Who pays this brand new Utility’s 
$2,000,000 fine in October?     

– Peter  
  

Bicyclist Killed in Hit and Run 
This is heartbreaking. My heart goes 
out to Mr. Andrade’s family. What a 
senseless loss of life. This is why we 
NEED better and safer bicycle infra-
structure in Fullerton.     

– Amy 
  
Concerns Persist over Public Access 

to School Facilities 
Taxpayer-funded schools. Come on, 
district. Fern Elementary School in my 
neighborhood has a metal security 
fence surrounding the property, and has 
recently upgraded playgrounds and 
fields, but is very good about giving us 
access during non-school hours. Which 
we appreciate.   

 – Brandy

Comments on previous articles
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VIDEO OBSERVER   
by Emerson Little  © 2022 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCBH6THuTKER5TrjoSRjw0ww/videos

Stedman Clock: Standing the Test of Time 

If you’ve ever walked or driven down 
North Harbor Boulevard in downtown 
Fullerton, you may have noticed an old-
fashioned street clock positioned on the 
curb in front of a brick building that cur-
rently houses Matador Cantina. The 
Stedman Jewelers’ Street Clock is one of 
a only a few elements remaining from 
the early Fullerton streetscape. Named 
after William (“Billy”) Stedman, a 
Welsh immigrant, the Stedman clock 
certainly has a unique history behind it.  

Walking down Harbor, I read a plaque 
on the clock’s base and found that it is 
Local Historical Landmark No. 48. 
Manufactured by the Brown Street 
Clock Company (circa 1905), the plaque 
indicated that the clock had been leased 
to the City of Fullerton in 1995. 
Reaching out to Archivist Cheri Pape at 
the Fullerton Public Library’s Local 
History Room, and Debora Richey from 
Fullerton Heritage, I was able to access 
historic documents revealing that the 
clock was not always at its current loca-
tion. Originally installed around 1910 
for Stalmer’s Jewelers on the east side of 
Harbor (at 112 North Spadra Road), the 
clock remained at that location until 
1940. Local jeweler and watchmaker 
William Stedman bought the clock when 
he purchased Stalmer’s Jewelers in 
1928.  

According to a 1937 issue of the 
Fullerton News Tribune, “Stedman got 
into the jewelry business at 14 years of 
age, as an apprentice to George Henry 
Cartwright…That’s how Billie Stedman 
learned the jewelry and watchmaking 
business – seven years of apprentice-
ship, in which he never missed a day’s 
work.” Working in Brantford, Ontario, 
Canada, Stedman started at a salary of 
$2 a week. His contract provided an 
increase of $1 a week each year during 
his seven-year term as an apprentice.   

He found Fullerton on his way to take 
a job in Buenos Aires, Argentina. In 
1922, Stedman stopped in Anaheim and 
liked Fullerton so much that he decided 
to live here. According to the Fullerton 
News Tribune, he applied for U.S. citi-
zenship papers, but “due to governmen-
tal red tape, did not receive final papers 
until 1934.” An old advertisement in the 
February 16, 1929 issue of the Fullerton 
Daily News Tribune announced the 
opening of the Stedman Jewelry Store. 
At the bottom of the ad, Stedman wrote, 
“Time your shopping by the big 
Stedman Street Clock – Always on 

Time.”       
In 1940, Stedman relocated his store 

across the street to 109 North Spadra 
Road (now Harbor). He had the street 
clock moved with the store, according to 
a historical landmark document from the 
City of Fullerton. In 1945, friends of 
Stedman lauded his election as president 
of the California Retail Jewelers’ 
Association. By that time, “Billy” had 
been living in Fullerton for twenty-three 
years. Looking at various documents 
from the Library’s Local History Room, 
I found that he was very involved in 
local clubs and lodges, from an Elk to a 
Shriner to president of the Chamber of 
Commerce. Stedman even served a four-
year term as chairman of the President’s 
Ball, an event which, according to a 
1945 issue of the Fullerton News 
Tribune, was “given annually to aid the 
fund for victims of juvenile paralysis.”   

When the Stedmans finally retired 
from their business in 1982, the clock 
became a target for vandals and reckless 
drivers, according to City documents. 
Luckily, in 1995, the Fullerton 
Redevelopment Agency and the 
Stedman family stepped in to restore the 
clock before it became too badly dam-
aged. It was leased to the City by 
Frances Stedman, Shirley Laroff, and 
Willa Vanderburg, according to the 
clock’s plaque. After the Stedman fami-
ly entered into a 99-year “long term pos-
session and use” lease agreement with 
the City’s Redevelopment Agency, the 
Agency agreed to take on the responsi-
bility of maintaining and restoring the 
clock. 

Until that time, the clock had remained 
in the same position, but the timepiece 
had to be taken down for restoration pur-
poses in 1996. It took “18 months of 
painstaking labor” to repair the clock, 
including “reworking the interior dials, 
the restoration of its neon lighting, and 
the repainting of the 14-foot high base 
structure,” according to City documents. 
By 1997, it was fully operational. A ded-
ication ceremony was held on April 25, 
1997, according to the clock’s plaque.   

In October 2007, the Stedman Street 
Clock was severely damaged by winds, 
according to an article in the Fullerton 
Observer archives. Branches from a 
nearby tree had smashed the glass, and 
the wind had pushed the clock off its 
cast-iron pedestal. Fullerton’s facilities 
supervisor, Lyman Otley, commented at 
the time that he wasn’t sure the clock 

could be fixed. Fortunately, Canterbury International of Los Angeles, which had 
prior experience building clocks, benches and water fountains for Disneyland, made 
a $20,116 bid to reconstruct the clock, according to a 2008 article by the OC 
Register. While researching, the company discovered that the Brown Street Clock 
had originally been built for $150 in 1905. Canterbury International added a deco-
rative iron piece on top when the Fullerton Redevelopment Agency hired them to 
restore the clock in 2008. It was re-installed at its present-day position and re-dedi-
cated on May 15, 2008. 

Local Historical Landmark No. 48 has stood the test of time, and will continue to 
be a reminder of the downtown area’s past.         

PHOTOS BY EMERSON LITTLE
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Sign Up for Alert OC 
 

The Fullerton Police Department encourages residents to register now by log-
ging onto www.alertoc.com. For now, registration is solely web-based and 
must be completed via the internet. Residents who do not have internet access 
may have relatives or friends register them.

New volunteers join CASA program BY JERE GREENE   

PHOTO BY CASA OC

Thirty new volunteers were sworn into the Orange County 
CASA program by Judge Vibhav Mittal. Our Fullerton neigh-
bor, Tami Walker, was one of them. The Court-Appointed 
Special Advocate (CASA) program is one of 44 located in 51 
counties across the State that ensures children and youth in the 
foster care system have a voice and the services they need for 
a stable future. 

CASA supports legislation that benefits youth in foster care 
and the CASA volunteers who work on their behalf. These 
volunteers submit to a background check, fingerprinting, test-
ing, interviews and extensive training to become sworn into 
the program. This advocacy makes a life-changing difference 
for children and youth who have experienced abuse or neglect, 
many of whom are in foster care. 

Every year thousands of children fall victim to abuse, neg-
lect or abandonment, and may be lost in the child welfare sys-
tem. CASA believes that every child has the right to a safe, 
nurturing, and permanent home, and deserves the support and 
involvement of their community to make this all possible. 

CASA volunteers represent the best interest of the abused 
and neglected children in Juvenile Court. Volunteers are  
trained advocates who are appointed by the judge to provide 
consistency for the child and ensure that their needs and best 
interests are represented in court. Volunteers are appointed to 
one case at a time and remains on the case until it is closed. 
Cases last approximately 18-24 months. 

CASAOC  Office: 1505 E 17th St, Ste 214, Santa Ana 
info@casaoc.org    (714) 619-5151

Listen to the Fullerton Observer’s Podcast 
Observing Fullerton

You can sponsor Observing Fullerton podcast:  
 observer@fullertonobserver.com 

Car Crashes  
into St. Jude Lobby 

 
Fullerton Police Officers responded to 

St. Jude Hospital regarding a vehicle 
that drove into the front lobby on 
Wednesday, August 31 at about 7:40pm. 
Upon arrival, one male inside the lobby 
at the front counter was struck by the 
vehicle. He was transported to a local 
trauma center with moderate injuries. 
The driver of the vehicle was contacted 
at the scene. It appears she confused the 
accelerator pedal for the brake pedal 
prior to the collision. 

The crash is under investigation but no 
apparent crimes other than the traffic 
violation potentially causing the colli-
sion were committed.

CSUF Campus 
Leaders Condemn 

Racist Graffiti 
 
CSUF leaders were made aware 

through a social media post of racist 
graffiti spray painted on a dumpster at 
an unaffiliated apartment complex near 
campus at 11:30am on Saturday, 
September 3. 

CSUF president Framroze Virjee post-
ed the following statement on Twitter: 
“This vandalism is not only hurtful and 
abhorrent, it is an affront to everything 
that we as Titans stand and strive for. 
Although we are continuing to look into 
and investigate this matter, we want to 
assure you that our stance and commit-
ment remains the same. We cannot toler-
ate these kinds of hateful, criminal acts 
in or around our campus community. 

“We must stand together against 
racism and hate. We must use our voices 
and our actions to fight bigotry. We 
stand with our Black Titans and our 
entire community against hate, anti-
blackness and marginalization of any-
one. Our community, our state, our 
nation must do better.” 

The university’s Black Student Union 
responded to the hate crime on social 
media: 

“We are disgusted by this display of 
white supremacy and racist behavior,” 
the statement said in part. “We cannot 
allow for these systems to profit off the 
Black dollar while ignoring the safety of 
these Black tenants.”
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Therese A. (Terri) Duffin 1936 – 2022
On August 25, 2022, Terri 

Duffin was gently taken 
from us to fulfill God’s will.  

Jack  and Terri  got mar-
ried on September 27, 1958. 
The couple moved to 
Fullerton, California where 
Terri lived for the rest of her 
life. 

Terri devoted her time to 
school as an assistant secretary and 
lunch lady and raising her five chil-
dren. She was a soccer, football, and 
baseball mom, taking her kids to the 
numerous practices and games every 
week. Terri was a devoted Catholic 
her entire life and participated in  
activities until she was no longer able 
to do so.  

Hon, Mom, Grammy, 
Great-Grammy, your love 
has been a wonderful pres-
ence in our lives, and we 
will always remember you 
in our hearts, minds, and 
prayers.  

Terri is survived by her 
husband Jack and four 
daughters, Susie (Greg), 

Shelly (Rob), Stacey, and Sheri 
(Tareq), ten grandsons, three grand-
daughters, one great grandson, and 
one great granddaughter.   

In lieu of flowers, please make a 
donation to Food for the Poor, Inc. 
(foodforthepoor.org). The funeral will 
be held at St. Juliana Falconieri 
Church on Friday, Sept 16, at 10 am.

Fullerton’s Owens Family is inviting 
the public to a Celebration of Life for 
brothers Brigman and Marvin who both 
passed away this summer. The event 
will be held on Sunday, September 25 
from 2pm to 4pm at Fullerton Union 
High School Football Stadium, 201 E. 
Chapman Ave. with reception following 
in the gym. 

The Owens family is considered one 
of the Fullerton’s best-known pioneer 
families. Alfred and Roxie Owens 
migrated from Linden, Texas to 
Southern California in the early 1940s. 
They settled in Orange County and were 
one of the first African American fami-
lies to purchase a home in Fullerton. 
Their children were raised in Fullerton; 
they continue to serve the community 
and youth. 

 Brigman Owens passed on June 21 in 
Maryland (Washington DC metro) and 
his brother Marvin Duane Owens passed 
away on July 12 in Los Angeles, just 
weeks after his older brother. The broth-
ers were part of a large Fullerton family 
of 12 children born to the late Alfred Lee 
Owens Sr. and Roxie Lee Love Owens. 
Both brothers won numerous local hon-
ors for their outstanding high school and 
college athletic accomplishments and 
both played in the NFL and then pursued 
other careers. 

Brigman played multiple sports in 
high school; football, basketball and 
track and was captain in all of them. He 
was starting quarterback at Fullerton 
High, at Fullerton College (FJC) and the 
University of Cincinnati. Brigman was 
inducted into the Fullerton College Hall 
of Fame in 1991 and Fullerton High 
School Hall of Fame in 2017. He 
received numerous awards for his dedi-
cation to the community and youth 
organizations.  

Brigman Owens, as starting quarter-
back, led Fullerton College to its first 
ever Orange Bowl game in 1961 and 
received All-American honors in his 
second season. He was inducted into the 
Fullerton College Hall of Fame,  the 
University of Cincinnati Athletics Hall 
of Fame, and the Orange County Sports 
Hall of Fame.  

He went on to a 13 year career with the 
National Football League playing pro-
fessionally for the Dallas Cowboys and 
then the Washington Commanders until 
retiring in 1977. He was assistant execu-
tive director of the NFL Players 
Association and founded a commercial 
real estate development company.   

Brig was an Antioch School of Law 
graduate and earned a Doctorate of Juris 
Prudence from Potomac School of Law. 
Brig also won numerous awards for his 
work with youth leadership and devel-
opment and drug prevention programs 

in the Washington DC area where he 
lived. Brig is survived by Patti, his wife 
and best friend of 57 years; his daugh-
ters and their spouses Robin Owens 
Wright (Reno) and Tracy Owens Vance 
(Kevin); grandchildren Reyna, Owen, 
and Zazi. 

Marvin Duane “Marvelous Marv” 
Owens  was a triple sport athlete 
excelling in football, basketball, and 
baseball. He was inducted into both the 
Fullerton High and Fullerton College 
Halls of Fame. 

Marvin was drafted in 1970 by the 
Oakland A’s but declined choosing 
instead to play for San Diego State 
University Aztecs and after graduation 
in 1972 was drafted by NFL’s Minnesota 
Vikings and San Diego Padres. He went 
on to play with the St Louis Cardinals 
and New York Jets before hanging up 
his cleats in 1976 and beginning his 30-
year career at Valencia Bank in 
Fullerton. Upon retirement, Marvin 
coached Varsity Football at Fullerton 
High School where he really enjoyed 
working with the players and coaching 
staff. He was a founding member of the 
Leon Owens Foundation (named in 
honor of his late brother Leon) and 
loved serving youth organizations and 
providing college scholarships. 

After enduring five years of dialysis,  
Marvin received a kidney transplant in 
2014 at USC Keck Medical Center 
which gave him a new lease on life at 
age 63. Marvin is survived by his wife 
of 47 years, Romell Foster-Owens, 
daughter Natasha and son Brigman 
Foster-Owens. 

Both brothers are survived by sisters 
Shirley Owens McClanahan (John) and 
Dorothy Owens Whitehurst (Rufus),  
and brothers Alfred Jr (Glenora), David 
(Claudette), and Ted (Lowanna) and a 
host of nieces, nephews, cousins and 
friends. 

Preceding Marvin and Brigman in 
death are brothers Jewel, Leon, and 
Jesse and sisters Audry Mae Gardner 
and Larence Jeffries, as well as their 
father Alfred Lee Owens Sr., mother 
Roxie Lee Love Owens, grandmother 
Penny Owens and grandfather Tiny 
Knight-Owens. 

Due to the Fullerton Boys and Girls 
Club having such a incredible influence 
in Brigman and Marvin's life, the family 
would like in lieu of flowers that dona-
tions go to support the Fullerton Boys 
and Girls Club located at 340 W. 
Commonwealth Ave in Fullerton 92832. 
Any questions—contact Brett Ackerman 
at (714) 871-1391. When making online 
(boysgirlsclubfullerton.com) donations, 
put in the description, "In Memory of 
Brigman and Marvin Owens." 

Owens Family Joint Celebration of Life  
for Brigman and Marvin 

Brothers Brigman and Marvin Owens.

Our Brothers & Sisters who died in OC 
“Without Fixed Abode” (Homeless) during the Month of August, 2022  

(source: OC Coroner’s Office)
Anaheim 

Miguel VELASQUEZ JR on Aug 9th 
James MASTRIANNA on August 12th 
Stanley SINGLETON on August 12th 
Jovun BROADNAX  on August 25th 

Mary FELIZ  on August 25th 
Desiree MENDOZA on August 27th  

Jose GUZMAN on August 27th  
Costa Mesa 

Orion GARDNER on August 7th 
Richard FERNANDEZ  on August 12th 

William NEBLETT on August 15th 
Michael MASTERS on August 16th 
Alvaro CARBAJAL on August 16th  

Cypress 
Dennis ROSEN on August 3rd 

Dana Point 
Samuel LIEBMANN on August 1st 

Marc HERNANDEZ on August 24th 
Fountain Valley 

Jeff SHUBAT on August 26th 
Fullerton 

Michael REED  on August 8th 
Addison LINNEEN on August 11th  

Garden Grove 
Joshua DEVORE  on August 23rd 

Huntington Beach 
Robert RINEHART on August 4th 

Toby WHIPPLE on August 8th 

La Habra 
Francisco TORRES on August 7th 

James RADVANSKY  on August 28th  
Mission Viejo 

Joseph CONROY on August 13th 
Orange 

Joseph SIORDIA on August 9th 
Zachary HAWKINS on August 13th 

Rogelio CARBAJAL PENA on Aug 18th 
Jose ALVARDO on August 19th  

Joe RIVERA on August 25th 
Placentia 

Kristina VIDAL on August 6th  
Santa Ana 

Tricia SIMS on August 4th 
Thomas FRENCH on August 14th  

Aaron PARKS on August 16th 
Manuel REYES on August 16th 

Jennifer WEIDNER on August 18th 
Daniel PRICE on August 20th 

Ronald CUSHEY on August 21st 
Robert AZEVEDO on August 23rd  

Robin O'CONNELL on August 29th 
San Clemente 

Isaiah MURILLO on August 21st 
Seal Beach 

Richard RENSINK on August 17th  

May they rest in peace.

James M Bayne Jr. 1927 - 2022 

 94-year-old Fullerton resi-
dent James M. Bayne Jr. died 
peacefully on July 17, 2022. 

He is survived by his loving 
partner Joyce Findley, with 
whom he shared his life for the 
past 35 years. He is also sur-
vived by his loving children 
and their significant others, Stephen 
Bayne (Diana Faulkner), Gregory 
Bayne (Kathy Nelson), Claudia 
Bagley and husband Harvey, as well 
as his nieces Andrea Lainhart and 
Melanie Lykins. 

Jim, as he was called, was born in Ft. 
Smith, Arkansas to parents James 
Milton Bayne and Blanche Dorothy 
Hall. Soon after his birth, the family 
moved to Shawnee, Oklahoma where 
he and his sister Elise Lykins spent 
their happy childhood. After graduat-
ing high school, he enlisted in the 
Army serving with the 85th Signal 
Services Operation based in Korea 
and was Honorably Discharged in 
1947.  He received the WW11 Victory 
Medal and the Army of Occupation 
Medal Japan. 

In 1952 Jim graduated from 
Oklahoma University with a bache-

lor’s degree in business 
administration and was initiat-
ed into the Phi Sigma Kappa 
International Fraternity. 
During his years of study, he 
nurtured a love of philosophy. 

Job offers brought him to 
California.  In 1957 he estab-

lished his Bayne Art Gallery and 
Custom Frame Shop in Fullerton. He 
retired in 2010 after working 53 years 
doing what he loved for customers he 
valued. 

Jim received a Special Teaching 
Credential in Pottery Design and 
Methods in 1974 from Cal State 
Fullerton and taught the subject at the 
San Juan Capistrano school district for 
two years. He served on the Board of 
trustees at the Muckenthaler Cultural 
Center. He received a Certificate in 
‘Magic: The Performance Art’ in 1993 
from the CSUF Extended Ed. 
Program. Jim created wonderful mem-
ories entertaining family and friends 
with his magic. 

Jim’s dry quick wit and jovial nature 
was endearing to many.  He will be 
deeply missed.  A celebration of his 
life will be held in the near future.
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ANSWER KEY TO PUZZLE "MEDICAL ATTENTION" on page 7:  

OUR TOWN CROSSWORD © 2022 

PUZZLE 
MASTER 
Valerie 
Brickey  

was born in 
Fullerton and 
returned to raise 
her family here. 
She has been 
c o n t r i b u t i n g 
puzzles since 
2014.

WANTED INTERNS & VOLUNTEERS

CLASSIFIEDS Send classified ads to ads@fullertonobserver.com: 
All information must be accompanied by a name, street address, phone num-
ber and payment in full or they will not be printed. Classified ads are $40 per 
40 words maximum. No photos or logos. WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO NOT 
PRINT ADS DEEMED INAPPROPRIATE.

Fullerton Observer is looking for 
community and civic-minded people 
to cover: 

• Water District Meetings  
• Planning Commission Meeting 
• Active Transportation Committee 
• Library Board of Trustees 
• Transportation & Circulation 
• Parks & Recreation Commission 
• Infrastructure & Natural 
Resources 

• Cultural Arts Subcommittee 
• Investment Advisory Committee 
• Fullerton Museum Board 
• Board of Supervisors OC 
• Vector Control 
Most meetings happen 2 times per 
month. 
Those interested can apply at: 

email us at  
Observer@fullertonobserver.com

RECRUITMENT NOW OPEN  
FOR THE COMMISSION TO END HOMELESSNESS 
The Commission to End Homelessness works in collaboration with the 

County government, city government, business sector, philanthropic organiza-
tions, community organizations, faith-based organizations, health care, public 
safety, and other interested stakeholders to promote an effective response to 
homelessness within Orange County. Commission members work on regional 
policy and implementation strategies, affordable housing development, data and 
gaps analysis, best practice research, social policy, and systemic change. 
The Orange County Office of Care Coordination is accepting applications 

from Orange County residents for four seats on the Commission:  
 One person who is a business representative; 
 One person who is a municipal fire department representative; 
 One person who is a hospital representative; 
 One person who is a behavioral health representative.  

The application is available at the link below or can be accessed on the Office 
of Care Coordination website at: https://ceo.ocgov.com/care-coordination/com-
mission-end-homelessness.  
The application must be submitted by Thursday, September 22 at 5 PM.  

Please email the completed application and resume to 
carecoordination@ochca.com or mail a completed application and resume to: 
Health Care Agency, Attn: Office of Care Coordination, 405 W. 5th St., Ste. 658 
Attention: Natalie Dempster, Santa Ana, CA 92701 
Questions regarding the recruitment can be directed to the Office of Care 
Coordination at carecoordination@ochca.com.

Stories wanted:  
disastrous divorces, especially custody, 

especially with court-appointed evaluators,  
for a new family law book.    

Email me: jak@judithkaluzny.com or write to: Judith A. Kaluzny,  
149 W Whiting Ave, Fullerton, California 92832

You were a trusted friend and business partner. 
Your love and light will shine on. You will be 
missed. 

A memorial service will be held at a later date. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St. 
Jude Children's Research Hospital in Damon's 
name using the link below. 

Damon Eric Schrotberger 
1976 - 2022

https://fundraising.stjude.org/site/TR/GiftFunds/GiftFunds?px
=7636371&pg=personal&fr_id=39300

 
To place an obituary or tribute contact: ads@fullertonobserver.com  
or PO Box 7051, Fullerton, CA 92832  •  Prices based on ad rates.

Irene Elizabeth Linduski 
McCormick, age 89, went to 
be with the Lord peacefully 
in her home in Fullerton, 
California surrounded by 
her family on September 3, 
2022. She was a beloved 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, sister, 
and friend. Irene was born in 
Bricelyn, Minnesota to Hobart and 
Eva Leland on March 5, 1933. Irene 
was raised on a modest farm with her 
three brothers and one sister before 
moving into “town” in her teen years, 
enjoying in-home electricity and 
plumbing. She attended Wynonna 
State College, and was later intro-
duced to Edwin Linduski by her 
brother Jimmy. Ed and Jimmy were 
stationed in Japan where they were 
good friends as they served in the Air 
Force together. Irene and Ed married 
in 1955 and moved to La Mirada, 
California and later to Fullerton 
where they raised their four daugh-
ters. Irene and Ed, who passed away 
in 1987, left their family a legacy of 
unconditional love and devotion. 

In 1992, Irene married Cecil (Mac) 
McCormick. For decades their home 
has served as a family gathering 
place for traditions, celebrations, and 
delicious meals. She was the corner-
stone for her constantly-growing 
family. Always looking forward to 
the next party, Irene used her gifts of 
hospitality and planning to entertain 
large groups in her home and to 
organize events in the community 
and church family. Irene’s passion for 
adventure manifested itself in travels 
to numerous countries with Mac, 
family, and friends. She enjoyed 
attending luncheons with her girl-
friends, and philanthropic, art, and 
music events around town. Despite 
her first cancer diagnosis 30 years 
ago, Irene’s faith, love for her family, 
and irrepressible will to live life fully 
gave her the driving force to perse-
vere through years of treatment. She 
drew closer to the Lord during this 
time through prayer, devotions, Bible 
Study, and church. Irene was known 
for her kind and encouraging spirit to 
all. 

Irene led a life of servanthood 
through her philanthropic causes, 
receiving a Lifetime Achievement 
Distinguished Citizen Award from 
Fullerton Chamber of Commerce in 
2001.  She served as President of the 
National Charity League Fullerton 
Chapter, Ball Chairman of Damas de 
Caridad supporting St. Jude 
Memorial Foundation of Fullerton, 
President of Celeste Guild of Orange 

County Pacific Symphony 
Orchestra, President of 
Laguna Road Elementary 
School PTA, and President 
of Sunny Hills High School 
PTA. Irene also devoted 
countless hours to the 
Assistance League of 
Fullerton, Children’s Home 
Society, Girl Scouts of 

America, Founding Board Member 
of MAMM Alliance for the 
Performing Arts supporting CSUF, 
Music Associates of CSUF, Fullerton 
Civic Light Opera Guild, Friends of 
Jazz, Founding Board Member of 
Les Amis de Femme supporting the 
Women’s Transitional Living Center 
of Fullerton, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, and President 
of USC Inner-sorority Mother’s 
Club. Over the span of her life, Irene 
was an active member at Mount 
Olive Lutheran Church La Mirada, 
First Lutheran Church Fullerton, and 
Christ Lutheran Church Brea. 

Irene was predeceased by her son 
Steven John Linduski, first husband 
Edwin Donald Linduski, brother 
Norman Leland, and brother-in-law 
Virgil Mutschler. She is remembered 
and cherished by her husband Cecil 
McCormick; four daughters, their 
spouses, and stepson: Diane and 
Allen Regehr, Karen and Dorcey 
Abshier, Kathy and David Agarth, 
Nancy and David Gribble, and John 
McCormick; 15 grandchildren and 
their spouses: Nathan, Jonathan and 
Kirsten, Andrew, Katelyn and Cody, 
Kellianne and Ramsey, Karli and 
Bobby, Dorcey and Olivia, Julie and 
Casey, Kim, Katie and Graham, Josh 
and Kayla, Matthew, Michael and 
Laura, Daniel, and Nicole; and 14 
great-grandchildren: Evelyn, 
Charleigh, Beau, Raye, Henrietta, 
Bert, Teddy, William, Audrey, Ellis, 
Reese, Taylor, Teigan, and Mya; 
along with her brothers and sisters 
Jimmy and Eileen Leland, Mike and 
Susan Leland, and Pat Mutschler; 
nieces and nephews; cousins; and 
beloved friends. 

A memorial service will be held at 
Christ Lutheran Church 820 W 
Imperial Hwy, Brea, CA 92821 on 
Saturday, October 8, 2022 at 11am to 
celebrate and remember a faithful 
servant and a life well lived. 

“Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: 
And I will dwell in the house of the 
LORD forever.” Psalms 23:6 

Remembrances may be made to 
Christ Lutheran Church Brea or a 
charity of your choice.

Irene E. Linduski McCormick 1933-2022
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FULLERTON HERITAGE PRESENTS:  

Local Landmark Number 72 
Dreyfus Building (417-427 South Harbor Boulevard) BY TERRY GALVIN 

On June 24, 1924, the Santa Ana Daily 
Register reported that San Mateo “capitalist” 
Emil B. Dreyfus (1873-1943), founder of the 
Peninsula Burner and Oil Company of San 
Francisco, would be constructing a new busi-
ness block on South Harbor Boulevard as a 
real estate investment.  Emil was the son of 
former Anaheim mayor Benjamin Dreyfus 
(1824-1886), a wealthy Jewish wine tycoon 
born in Bavaria. The commercial building 
was to be constructed on three lots purchased 
a month earlier from pioneer rancher Eugene 
Livingstone (1863-1940). The project was 
one of several building plans the South Side 
Improvement Association hoped would bring 
people and commerce to the underserved 
south side of Fullerton. Opened on September 
10,1924, the business block was not an 
immediate success, with only a few of the 
store fronts rented. But over the decades, the 
complex would house a fruit and vegetable 
market, a café, a liquor store, a printing shop, 
a taxidermy, and several automotive dealer-

ships and service departments. During World 
War II, the Fullerton Feeder Shop (425 S. 
Harbor Blvd.) served as an employment cen-
ter for men and women seeking vital war 
work in the defense industry. 

Nearly all of Fullerton’s business blocks 
were rectangular-shaped boxes, but in a 
departure from the traditional format, the 
Dreyfus Building used a dramatic Cottage-
style, and the L-shaped brick building effec-
tively dominates the surrounding streetscape. 
The structure’s gable roof is primarily one 
story, except for the prominent corner section 
where second story casement windows are 
featured under a steep compound gable, giv-
ing the building a Midwestern flavor. The 
part of the building that fronts Harbor 
Boulevard was constructed for $21,000 for 
Emil Dreyfus, with later sections added to the 
rear of the structure after World War II, 
including a garage in 1945 for servicing cars 
and the corner portion of the building used for 
automotive dealers.

Fullerton Collaborative  
is having a candidate event  
for the 6 City Council candidates  

on Monday September 12  
in the Library Conference Room at 2:30 pm

Essential items to pack for travel  
To make your journey hassle-free and as comfortable as possible,  

a little preparation can go a long way. Just in time for holiday travel. 
Here are travel essentials: 
 
1. Travel pillow and sleep mask 
2. Earplugs 
3. Lip balm and moisturizer 
 Be sure to comply with FAA  
 regulations. 
4.  Toothpaste and toothbrush 
5. Sweater Flights can get chilly. 
6.  Outfit change 
7. Essential medicines and  
   Doctors Letter  
 Some prescriptions require a  
 letter from your doctor. Check  
 the airline’s policies before trav-
el. 
8.  Hand Sanitizer 
9.  Hairbrush and hairbands 
10.  Headphones or earpods 

11.  Portable charger 
12.  Water bottle 
  Cut down on plastic by taking  
  a reusable water bottle. 
  Collapsible bottles are  
  especially useful when  
  travelling. 
13. Gum 
Chewing gum can help with 
pressure changes and popping 
ears. Mint flavored gum can 
relieve nausea if you’re prone to 
travel sickness.  
14.  Baby and sanitizer wipes 
Baby wipes to clean the travel 
grime from your body and sani-
tizer wipes for the seat and arm 
rest.. 
15. Snacks


